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	 Many	of	the	groups	on	the	roster	
of	talent	for	the	2013	CBA	flagship	
event	have	been	around	for	a	while,	
but	 few	 bands	 anywhere	 can	 claim	
the	longevity	of	the	band	nicknamed	
Special	 C.	 The	 Father’s	 Day	 Festi-
val	 is	 in	 its	 glorious	 38th	 year	 and	
so	 is	 this	 band!	 Special	 Consensus’	
Greg	Cahill	has	been	through	a	few	
band	members	in	that	time,	includ-
ing	Chris	Jones	and	Ron	Spears,	but	
the	current	line	up	is	stellar.	They	are	
truly	one	of	the	finest	bands	out	there	
and	we	will	welcome	them	to	Grass	
Valley	after	too	long	of	an	absence.
	 We	 are	 not	 the	 only	 ones	 who	
think	 that	 this	fine	band	has	hit	 its	
stride.	 Congratulations	 to	 Special	
Consensus,	who	just	received	a	2013	
Grammy	nomination!	Their	latest	al-
bum	entitled	"Scratch	Gravel	Road"	
received	a	nomination	 for	Bluegrass	
Album	of	the	Year.
	 Other	 nominees	 for	 Bluegrass	

CBA Fathers Day Festival artist
Special Consensus receives Grammy 
nomination

Album	of	the	Year	include	Dailey	&	
Vincent	("The	Gospel	Side	of	Blue-
grass"),	 Noam	 Pikelney	 ("Beat	 the	
Devil	and	Carry	a	Rail"),	Steep	Can-

The Great 48 remembered 
“Great” doesn’t adequately describe it 
anymore!

Continued on B-4

B Section - the bluegrass buzz

The long running band Special Consensus is at top form in 2013.

By Jeanie Ramos
	 If	you	have	ever	planned	a	 trip	
to	Disneyland	for	your	kids,	or	had	
tickets	to	the	Super	Bowl	to	watch	
your	 favorite	 team	 play,	 then	 you	
may	have	an	idea	of	the	excitement	

and	 anticipation	 that	 many	 of	 us	
experience	just	before	the	Great	48	
Hour	Jam	in	Bakersfield.	
	 Not	 wanting	 to	 be	 deprived	 of	

yon	Rangers	("Nobody	Knows	You")	
and	the	Grascals,	who	were	 in	New	
Richmond	in	2011	for	"Life	Finds	a	
Way".

	 Perhaps	nothing	defines	the	city	
of	San	Francisco	as	much	as	its	sprit	
of	innovation	and	diversity.		In	keep-
ing	 with	 that	 ethos,	 the	 2013	 San	
Francisco	 Bluegrass	 and	 Old	 Time	
Festival	 will	 present	 an	 “Alt-Blue-

grass”	showcase	on	Saturday	Febru-
ary	 16	 at	Café	Du	Nord,	 featuring	
one	of	the	city's	premier	genre-bend-
ing	bands.
	 San	 Francisco-based	 Supermule	
is	a	collective	of	players	who	repre-
sent	a	wide	range	of	influences,	but	
have	found	common	ground	in	the	
forms	and	themes	of	bluegrass	mu-

Supermule featured in SFBOT 
Alt-Bluegrass Showcase February 16

Hey! Wintergrass!
By Meg Good 
	 Going	to	Wintergrass	this	year?	Then	grab	
your	 instrument	 and	 head	 out	 to	 the	 CBA's		
late-night	jam,	held	Thursday,	Friday	and	Sat-
urday	night	of	Wintergrass	(Feb	28th-	March	
3rd)!	 	 	 Once	 again	 hosted	 by	 banjo-	 pickin',	
jam	master	Frank	Solivan,	the	CBA-sponsored	
bluegrass	jam	will	be	held	at	Olympic	Tower,	
3rd	Floor,	in	the	Maple	Room.		The	jam	starts	

at	the	reasonable	hour	of	11pm	and	plays	on	
while	the	music	is	hot,	usually	around	2-3	AM	
the	next	morning.		Chips,	dip	and	water	will	
be	 provided.	 	 So	 come	 on	 out	 and	 meet	 up	
with	 old	 bluegrass	 friends	 from	 Alaska,	 Ha-
waii,	Oregon,	Washington,	Nevada	and	Idaho	
and	 more!	 	 Frank	 will	 keep	 the	 lights	 on	 for	
you!

The results are in!
2013 Great 48 
Showcase Showdown
By Kelvin Gregory
	 Another	 Showcase	 has	 come	
and	gone	and	with	it	another	Show-
case	winner	was	named.		But	if	you	
were	at	the	event	you	realized	that	

the	 whole	 evening	 and	 event	 was	
a	 winner.	 	 The	 folks	 in	 attendance	
where	winners	by	being	entertained	

Also in the B Section:  Lilly Pavlak's Bluegrass Par Avion - Brenda's reviews - G48ers play at Crystal Palace story - Great 48 photos - SFBOT schedule - more...

Jim Chayka's Supermule plays 
SFBOT.

Winners: Grasslands!

Continued on B-4

Competitors in the Shocase Showdown, the Roustabouts are (left to 
right) Paul Lee, Kelvin Gregory, Craig Wilson,  Brian Hacker, and 
Shawn Crisswell.                                                  Photo: Lucy Smith

Popular bluegrass band 
49 Special morphs into 
hot fusion unit

Continued on B-2
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sic.	Building	on	this	shared	passion,	the	indi-
vidual	members	each	bring	their	own	perspec-
tive	 and	 contributions	 to	 the	 band’s	 unique	
sound.
	 Supermule	raids	America’s	musical	pantry	
to	 concoct	 a	 tasty	 blend	 of	 fresh,	 rootsy	 in-
gredients.	Liberal	amounts	of	 jazz,	bluegrass,	
classical,	and	rock	are	used	in	varying	propor-
tions.	 One	 song	 is	 a	 thick,	 rich	 gumbo,	 the	
next	 is	 fluffier	 than	 Grandma’s	 buttermilk	
biscuits.	 The	 fruitful	 collaboration	 between	
members	belies	that	old	saw	about	too	many	
cooks	in	the	kitchen.
	 Mixing	 traditional	 bluegrass	 instruments	
like	banjo,	guitar	and	fiddle	with	keyboards,	
drums,	and	horns,	Supermule	focuses	on	those	
areas	where	different	musical	strains	intersect.	
They	 know	 that	 bluegrass	 music	 is	 a	 living,	
breathing,	evolving	art	form.	It	wasn’t	by	acci-
dent	that	Bill	Monroe	incorporated	elements	
of	jazz,	swing,	and	blues	into	his	music.	Band	
members	 are	 Jim	 Chayka,	 Rich	 Armstrong,	
Aliaa	Rose,		Michael	Carroll,	Mike	Emerson,	
Zach	Sharpe	and	Yoseff	Tucker.
	 The	 members	 of	 Supermule	 pay	 tribute	
to	the	Father	of	Bluegrass	by	continuing	that	
spirit	 of	 innovation	 and	 experimentation	 to	
create	–	as	Monroe	did	–	a	hybrid	music	that	
is	 simultaneously	 traditional	 and	 revolution-
ary.	Visit	www.supermuleband.com	for	more	
information	about	upcoming	shows,	member	
bios,	music,	and	more.

Supermule featured in SFBOT 
Alt-Bluegrass Showcase February 16

Joe Weed & Highland Studios

We know acoustic music!
Recording, Editing
Mixing, Mastering

Bluegrass Masters

1(800)354-5580
JoeWeed.com

From page B-1

Supermule's Rich Armstrong has 
recorded with many stars.

Shelby Ash 
Presents in 

San Francisco
AMERICANA 

JUKEBOX
--------------

Hillbilly Music For The 
21st Century!

Feb 2: Uncle Tupelo 
“Anodyne” Tribute 
Show

Mar 2: The Bluetail 
Flies (Americana from 
Santa Cruz)

At Plough & Stars, 116 
Clement Street, SF. 
9pm.

See the CBA calendar in 
the A-Section for 

Shelby's SFBOT events.
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By Lilly Pavlak 
Buelach, Switzerland

	 Bluegrass	 great	 Peter	 Rowan	 toured	 Eu-
rope	in	November.	His	tour	took	him	to	Italy,	
where	 he	 did	 four	 concerts	 with	 the	 famous	
Italian	bluegrass	band,	Red	Wine.	
	 Peter	 also	 toured	 the	 Czech	 Republic,	
where	he	did	several	shows	with	Druha	Trava.	
I	attended	two	of	them,	one	 in	Brno	and	an-
other	one	in	Hranice.
	 Rowan’s	 collaboration	 with	 Druha	 Trava	
goes	back	into	nineties.In	1999	they	recorded	
an	 album	 called	 New	 Freedom	 Bell	 on	 the	
Compass	Records	label.
	 Robert	 Krestan	 &	 Druha	 Trava	 recently	
celebrated	its	twentieth	anniversary	and	finally	
decided	to	make	their	first	live	DVD.	For	this	
purpose	they	choose	a	beautiful	little	theater	in	
Hranice	na	Morave	in	North	Moravia.	Besides	
Peter	Rowan	three	other	great	musicians	were	
guests	 on	 this	 recording:	 Katka	 Garcia,	 an	
incredible	 female	 singer	 with	 Czech-Spanish	
roots	 who	 lives	 in	 Ireland,	 Steve	 Walch,	 who	
helped	them	to	produce	their	last	two	albums	
in	Nashville	-	sung	in	English,	the	album	Shut-
tle	 to	 Bethlehem	 with	 Robert	 Krestan	 lyrics,	
translated	 by	 Ruth	 Ellen	 Gruber	 and	 Czech	
one	called	Marcipan	z	Toleda.	The	third	guest	
was	 fiddle	 player	 Pepa	 Malina,	 the	 younger	
brother	of	the	bandleader	Lubos	Malina.
	 Druha	 Trava	 started	 with	 a	 set,	 including	
some	songs	sung	by	Katka	Garcia.
	 In	the	second	part	they	invited	Peter	Row-
an	 on	 stage:	 one	 of	 their	 musical	 idols	 and	
friend	for	many	years.	He	started	with	a	beau-
tiful,	 newly	 written	 song	 about	 Doc	 Watson,	
who	 recently	 passed	 away.	 Some	 more	 solo	
songs	 followed,	 as	 On	 the	 Wings	 of	 Horses,	
Tumbleweed	and	Land	of	Navaho	about	Na-
tive	Americans	followed.
	 Together	with	Robert	Krestan	they	sang	a	

song,	 which	 Row-
an	 wrote	 together	
with	 Bill	 Monroe	
during	his	time	as	a	
Bluegrass	 Boy:	 The	
Walls	Of	Time.
	 He	left	the	stage	
with	 his	 old	 hit	
Moonlight	 Mid-
night,	 performed	
with	 the	 complete	
band.	 They	 re-
mained	 on	 stage	
and	 continued	
with	 their	 magnifi-
cent	 songs.	 Robert	
also	 performed	 his	
Czech	 version	 of	
two	 Bob	 Dylan	
songs:	 Not	 Dark	
Yet	and	Every	Gain	
of	Sand	from	the	al-
bum	Dylanovky.
	 As	 the	 Concert	
came	to	an	end	and	
it	 was	 time	 for	 my	
favorite	 tune:	 an	
over	 ten	 minutes	
long	 cover	 version	 of	 the	 Dire	 Strait’s	 song	
Telegraph	Road	with	Czech	lyrics.	Steve	Walch	
and	Pepa	Malina	joined	the	band	for	another	
Dylan	song:	One	More	Cup	of	Coffee.	It	was	
supposed	to	be	the	final	song,	but	the	audience	
would	not	let	them	leave.	So	Peter	Rowan	re-
turned	to	the	stage	and	Robert	started	to	sing	
the	 Wayfaring	 Stranger.	 Peter	 sang	 the	 next	
verse.	It	gave	me	shivers,	how	beautiful	it	was.	
The	final	song	was,	as	usual,	Who	Is	Knocking	
On	My	Door.
	 The	great	concert	was	over.	For	sure,	I	am	
not	 the	 only	 one,	 who	 is	 looking	 forward	 to	
the	live	DVD	from	that	night.

Peter Rowan with Druha Trava in the Czech Republic

B l u e g r a s s 

Bluegrass news and notes from Europe by Lilly Pavlak

Siminoff Luthierie Camp features 
fast-paced 2- and 5-day programs 
at our shop and training facility in 
California’s Central Coast region. 

PO Box 2992, Atascadero, CA 93423
805.365.7111 • siminoff@siminoff.net

The content has been meticulously geared for beginning and advanced 
luthiers, and teaches the various phases of constructing acoustic string 
instruments. At the end of the F5 or H5 program, each student has a com-
pletely assembled instrument ready for binding, fretting, and finishing.

To see a 5-minute movie about our Camps 
or learn more please visit www.siminoff.net  
and click on the Luthierie Camp box.

Questions? Please call our Camp Director, 
Kali Nowakowski, at 805.365.7111 or email 
her at kali@siminoff.net.

Peter Rowan and Druha Trava, with fiddle player Pepa Malina perform in Hranice, Czcech Republic. 

Find out more about 
CBA Music Camp

cbamusiccamp.org

Of course I will behave in a civilized 
manner! I will be on my best behavior 
if you take me to Grass Valley! Read 
the FDF dog rules on page A-6 of this 
paper and I'll pack my suitcase.
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Bluegrass Gospel Boys
No-Name Band

Bluegrass Gospel Boys
No-Name Band

	 The	 Bluegrass Gospel Boys No-
Name Band	is	seeking	players	of	all	in-
struments	with	vocal	talent	for	Gospel	
harmony.	This	 is	a	Gospel	missionary	
band	and	members	will	be	expected	to	
follow	missionary	work	ethic	(very	low	
or	no	pay,	a	lot	of	work	and	dedication	
to	the	mission).	All	instruments	are	on	
the	table.	We	perform	Bluegrass	Tradi-
tional,	Gospel,	National	Interest	Tunes	
(&	Ballads),	and	Message	Songs.
	 Send	resume	and	photo	to:	
	 Jack	E.	Johnston,	1141	Catalina	Drive,	
#143,	 Livermore,	 CA	 94550-5928.	 The	
Band	is	centered	in	Livermore,	Califor-
nia. We presently meet the first Friday 
of	the	month	In	Livermore's	south	side,	
from	8-10PM.

CBA's 2013 Great 48 Hour Jam photos by Randy Shelton

By Jonathon Bluemel
	 On	Saturday	night,	Gail	Reese,	
Dave	 Reitz	 and	 I,	 along	 with	 our	
spouses,	went	to	the	Crystal	Palace	
to	have	dinner	and	listen	to	the	band	
play	for	a	while.		While	seated	at	our	
table	overlooking	the	dance	floor,	a	
man	from	the	house	band	came	over	
to	our	table	and	asked	us	if	we	knew	
anything	about	a	bluegrass	happen-
ing	here	in	town.		We	responded	by	
telling	 him	 there	 definitely	 was	 an	
event	happening	not	 far	 from	here	
at	the	Doubletree	Hotel.		He	asked	
us	 if	we	could	put	a	band	together	
and	come	over	and	play	for	a	 little	
while.		We	said	that	it	would	be	dif-
ficult	 to	 coordinate	 that	 on	 such	
short	notice	but	Dave	and	I	would	
be	 willing	 to	 play	 with	 them.	 	 He	
asked	if	we	had	our	instruments	and	
we	 said	 no	 but	 we	 could	 get	 them	
quickly.	 	 He	 said	 great	 and	 told	 us	
to	flag	him	down	when	we	got	back.		
We	did	just	that	and	he	brought	us	
on	stage	to	play	with	them	for	a	few	
songs.		The	sound	guy	set	us	up	with	
amplification	 and	 we	 were	 off	 and	
running.

Country music mecca Crystal Palace 
gets a sample of '48 Hour' bluegrass

From page B-1

"Those two were asked to play on the Crystal Palace stage with the house band, Stam-
pede. They played almost two sets up there, representing the CBA wonderfully." 

-	Lucy	Smith

by	four	very	good	bands	that	brought	their	
A	 game.	 	 Each	 band	 brought	 it	 and	 played	
with	enthusiasm,	and	confidence.		The	Great	
48	 Jam	 was	 a	 winner	 because	 most	 of	 the	
bands	 stuck	 around	 and	 jammed	 with	 the	
folks	out	in	the	halls.			The	charity	was	a	win-
ner	in	that	the	event	was	well	attended	and,	
like	it	always	is	in	Bakersfield,	the	attendees	
opened	up	their	wallets	and	we	were	able	to	
raise	a	tidy	sum	for	the	Leukemia/Lympho-
ma	Foundation.		The	bands	were	all	winners.		
Each	band	was	rewarded	with	an	envelop	at	
the	end	of	the	evening	with	enough	cash	in	
to	cover	most	or	all	of	the	weekend	expenses.		
The	 CBA	 was	 a	 winner	 because	 they	 got	 a	
fine	band	to	fill	a	slot	on	the	Pioneer	Stage	at	
the	2013	Fathers	Day	Bluegrass	Festival.

2013 Great 48 Showcase Showdown
	 All	the	bands	competing	were	excellent,	
of	 course.	They	were	Grasslands,	The	Get	
Down	Boys,	Grassfire,	and	Red	Dog	Ash
	 But	 it	was	a	competition	and	the	win-
ner	of	the	2013	Great	48	Showcase	Show-
down	was	GRASSLANDS	from	Southern	
California.	 Grasslands	 participated	 in	 the	
showcase	 last	 year	 and	 they	 really	worked	
on	their	music	and	stage	presence	over	the	
last	year	and	it	paid	off	for	them.		They	per-
formed	a	tight	twenty-five	minute	set	and	
the	crowd	really	got	into	what	they	where	
doing.		I	know	that	they	will	represent	The	
Great	48	and	the	CBA,	and	put	on	a	great	
show	at	this	year’s	Fathers	Day	Festival.		Oh	
and	by	the	way	it	is	2	zip	for	the	Southern	
California	 bands	 in	 the	 Showcase	 Show-
down..........It	 must	 be	 something	 in	 the	
water.

Jon Bluemel performs with the Crystal Palace 
house band, Stampede.

Photo: Gail Reese

Top: Rhonda Vincent and the Rage perform for charity. Center right: Rick 
Cornish called the G48 one of the best events ever. Above: just one of many well 

organized jams. Center left: Ramona Beresford-Howe fiddles for fun.
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one	minute	of	this	fun	event,	we	made	plans	to	arrive	early	
on	Thursday.	I	actually	woke	up	at	3:00	AM	on	Thursday	
and	couldn’t	go	back	to	sleep.	I	made	good	use	of	the	time,	
though.	In	addition	to	saying	some	prayers	for	friends	and	
family,	I	ran	some	song	lyrics	through	my	head	-	songs	that	
I	was	learning	just	for	this	event.		I	also	got	out	my	iPhone	
and	started	playing	“Words	With	Friends”	and	found	that	I	
was	not	the	only	bluegrass	lover	who	was	awake	at	3:00	in	
the	morning.	We	got	on	the	road	earlier	than	planned.
	 When	we	entered	the	lobby	of	the	Doubletree	Hotel,	we	
were	met	by	several	bluegrass	 friends	who	were	as	excited	
to	be	there	as	we	were.	There	were	lots	of	Facebook	posts	
being	made,	folks	telling	each	other	they	had	arrived,	what	
room	 they	 were	 in,	 inviting	 one	 another	 to	 jam,	 making	
dinner	plans,	etc.	The	“Bluegrass	Family	Re-union”	had	be-
gun!	Within	an	hour	I	was	tuning	my	guitar	and	sitting	in	a	
jam!
	 On	Thursday	 evening,	 the	 Showcase	 Showdown	band	
contest	 was	 held.	 It	 serves	 as	 a	 fundraiser	 for	 the	 Leuke-
mia/Lymphoma	Society,	 a	 very	worthwhile	 cause.	 	 I	 fully	
intended	to	attend	this	program.	I	thought	I	would	go	to	
my	room	and	“rest	up”	for	a	while,	but	I	guess	my	sleepless	
night	took	its	toll:	I	didn’t	wake	up	again	until	morning.		I	
did	find	out	that	the	Grasslands	Bluegrass	Band	came	out	
on	top.	We’ll	be	seeing	them	at	Grass	Valley!
	 All	 day	 Friday,	 bluegrass	 folks	 from	 every	 part	 of	 the	
state	were	filling	the	rooms	in	the	whole	back	section	of	the	
hotel.	I	heard	one	person	say	that	the	num-
bers	had	grown	by	40%.	Indeed,	it	became	
a	challenge	to	find	friends	that	I	usually	jam	
with	or	to	reconnect	with	folks	I	had	met	in	
previous	years.	I	made	new	friends,	so	it	all	
worked	out.			
	 I	 was	 thrilled	 to	 participate	 in	 what	 is	
now	referred	to	as	the	“Estrogen	Jam.”	This	
was	an	“all	girls”	jam	hosted	by	Mikki	Fee-
ney	 and	 Lucy	 Smith.	 In	 addition	 to	 these	
two	 wonderfully	 talented	 women,	 there	
were	two	Dobro	players,	(Paula	and	Rebec-
ca),	Maureen	who	is	an	extraordinary	banjo	
picker	and	vocalist,	fiddlers	Gail	Reese	and	
Pat	 Rumiano;	 Rene	 Kavon	 who	 is	 man-
dolin	picker	with	a	beautiful	 voice;	Stacey	
Maxwell,	 a	 fun	 mandolin	 picker	 from	 the	
LA	area;	Kathleen	Rushing	a	fine	mandolin	
picker	and	singer,	and	Diana	Donnelly	who	
needs	no	introduction.		What	a	fun	way	to	
spend	the	afternoon!	
	 Here’s	something	for	band	members	to	
note.	If	you	are	trying	to	build	your	fan	base	
or	get	your	CDs	in	the	hands	of	bluegrass	
lovers,	 you’ll	find	 that	 it	helps	 to	 circulate	
with	the	general	population	and	jam	a	little	
with	 people	 of	 all	 skill	 levels.	 	 This	 thrills	
people	 like	me.	I	had	the	pleasure	of	 jam-
ming	 with	 Mark	 Evans	 of	 Highway	 6�,	
Chris	 Ruud	 of	 Lonesome	 Otis,	 and	 Mark	
Wardenburg	of	Dark	Hollow.	
	 While	 jamming	 with	 Mark	 Warden-
burg	and	others,	I	decided	to	pay	tribute	to	
Buck	Owens	(since	we	were	in	Bakersfield)	
by	 singing	 “Loves	 Gonna	 Live	 Here.”	 A	
young	 mandolin	 picker	 named	 Zack	 pro-
vided	harmony,	and	then	he	 launched	out	
with	his	version	of	“Streets	of	Bakersfield.”	
Mark	 then	 requested	 “My	 Heart	 Skips	 a	
Beat.”	What	fun!	Gotta	love	that	Bakersfield	
sound!
	 Rhonda	Vincent	 and	 Rage	 played	 to	 a	
packed	house	on	Friday	night.	She	and	her	
All	Star	Band	never	disappoint.	Her	guitar	
picker,	Josh	Williams	sang	“Mordecai,”	the	
song	he	was	singing	when	a	bird	landed	on	
his	guitar.	I’m	sure	you’ve	all	seen	the	You-
Tube	video.	I	look	forward	to	seeing	them	
at	Grass	Valley.		
	 There	were	 several	band	 showcases	 this	
year.	Bands	such	as	the	Central	Valley	Boys,	

Drifter	Sisters,	Roustabouts,	and	Get	Down	boys	played	in	
various	suites;	folks	were	packed	in	like	the	proverbial	sar-
dines	and	overflowed	into	the	hall.		Since	this	has	become	a	
popular	part	of	this	event,	I’m	hoping	that	future	showcases	
at	the	48	will	be	played	in	an	area	that	can	accommodate	
larger	audiences.	
	 The	Saturday	Night	Band	Scramble	was	also	a	well	at-
tended	program.		It	was	wonderful	to	see	so	many	kids	par-
ticipating.		The	Scramble	was	followed	by	an	Open	Mike.		
I	particularly	enjoyed	Jack	Pearce	and	his	kids;	his	daughter	
really	blew	us	away	with	her	fiddling	and	the	boy	did	a	great	
job	on	the	bass.		The	future	of	Bluegrass	is	in	good	hands.	
	 I	 didn’t	 attend	 any	 of	 the	 workshops	 but	 I	 heard	 lots	
of	good	“feedback”	from	some	of	those	who	did.	A	couple	
of	my	friends	attended	Bill	Jirsa’s	Beginning	Guitar	Work-
shop	and	came	away	very	enthusiastic	about	the	things	they	
had	 learned	and	 the	handouts	were	valuable	 tools	 to	 take	
with	 them.	 	 Another	 friend	 was	 really	 happy	 with	 Jenni-
fer	Kitchen’s	Bass	Workshop.		I’m	sure	the	other	workshops	
were	equally	helpful	and	fun.	Note	to	self:		Next	year,	attend	
a	Workshop!
	 In	summary,	The	Great	48	has	something	for	everyone.	
There	were	slow	jams,	hot	jams,	Old	Time	Jams	and	every-
thing	in	between.		It	is	the	perfect	cure	for	the	post	holiday	
doldrums	and	a	great	 “jump	 start”	 to	 the	2013	Bluegrass	
Season.	An	event	of	this	magnitude	requires	a	lot	of	dedi-
cated	volunteers,	may	I	say	a	“Big	Thank	You”	to	them	on	
behalf	of	all	of	us	who	attended.	Start	making	plans	to	at-
tend	next	year;	you’ll	be	glad	you	did.

CBA's 2013 Great 48 Hour Jam

� Divin� Bluegras� Musica� Comed�
Music & book by Bill Robertson, Tom Sage & Cliff Wagner

Directed by Dan Bonnell

The Ruskin Group Theatre 
In Association with Kevin & Geric Frost 

present 

photos by Nancy Zuniga

The Great 48 remembered

Opens to the Public February 8, 2013 
Benefit Performance February 2, 2013 7 PM $75.00

Performances Fridays and Saturdays at 8 PM Sundays at 2 PM
Ruskin Group Theater

3000 Airport Ave. Santa Monica, CA
Info: 310.397.3244

Or info@ruskingrouptheatre.com

Nancy Zuniga's camera caught multitudes of jams at the 
Great 48. Bakersfield never knew what hit them!

Slim Sims 
does the 

MC work 
at the Great 
48. Besidess 

jamming there 
were open 

mics, a band 
contest, and a 
performance 

by Rhonda 
Vincent and 

the Rage.
Photo: Randy 

Shelton
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your	attention.		Coupled	with	Der-
win’s	banjo,	the	duo	give	fresh	and	
compelling	interpretations	of	some	
classic	 songs.	 	 Their	 version	 of	 the	
Beatles’	“Yesterday”	has	a	free	flow-
ing	 banjo	 that	 trades	 solos	 with	 a	
lower	register	mandola	that	propel	
the	 melody	 to	 new	 heights.	 After	
you	listen	to	their	version	of	“Over	
the	 Rainbow,”	 you’ll	 forget	 that	
the	song	ever	had	words.	Derwin’s	
banjo	 notes	 just	 wrap	 around	 the	
melody	and	never	let	go.	More	stan-
dard	bluegrass	fare	such	as	“Old	Joe	
Clark”	and	“Arkansas	Traveler”	are	
spiced	up	with	 introductory	flour-
ishes	 and	 a	 brushing	 rhythm	 that	
gives	 both	 songs	 a	 new	 life.	 Andy	
Statman’s	 “Flatbush	 Waltz”	 has	 a	
stately	delivery	that	melds	the	man-
dolin	 with	 the	 melody	 while	 the	
banjo	takes	a	rhythm	role	followed	
by	 the	 majestic	 fiddle	 restatement	
of	the	theme.		“Dew	Win	Bounce”	
has	a	sprightly	flow	that	will	make	
you	 want	 to	 move	 your	 feet.	 “The	
Bells	 of	 Candrea”	 was	 written	 by	
Derwin	 and	 he	 makes	 the	 banjo	
roll	 through	 proverbial	 hoops	 and	
additional	 harmonics	 and	 then	
Dewey’s	 mandolin	 jumps	 into	 ac-
tion	 with	 quick	 double	 stops	 and	
staccato	notes.		An	absolutely	stun-
ning	blend	of	melody,	rhythm	and	
finesse!

Chad Fadely: 
Amity Road
www.chadfadely.com
©2012

Song list: Garland County, Am-
ity Road, TDI, Vicki’s Waltz, 
Forrest’s Run, Here We Go, Hwy 
105, Welcome to Slough, Novara, 
Crossing the Flathead, For Hai-
ley.

	 Chad	 Fadely	 is	 a	 Montana-
based	mandolinist	who	is	active	in	
several	local	bands.		Amity	Road	is	
a	 collection	 of	 his	 original	 instru-
mentals	and	he	is	joined	by	Richie	
Reinholdt	 on	 guitar,	 Larry	 Chung	
on	banjo,	Issac	Callendar	on	fiddle	
and	 bass,	 Andy	 Dunnigan	 on	 do-
bro	and	Ted	Lowe	on	bass.		While	
Chad’s	mandolin	is	in	the	forefront	
of	the	sound,	the	most	notable	im-
pression	is	that	there	is	a	very	strong	
band	 identity	 in	 the	 mix	 and	 the	
instruments	 rotate	 solos	 and	 focus	
on	an	overall	blend	without	one	in-
strument	too	prominent.
	 The	 opening	 track,	 “Garland	
County,”	 begins	 with	 a	 mandolin	

Jody Stecher: 
Wonders and Signs
Vegetiboy	Music
www.jodyandkate.com
©2012

Song list: Five Roads Up to 
Phoenix, Kenny in Kansas City, 
The Kabul Grinder, The Waters 
of Caney, Weasels and Snakes, 
Fly Away Home, Long Time A 
Comin’, The Highway, Look Me 
Up When You’re Down Under, 
Gwendolyn McGrath, Osama’s 
Pajamas, At Waterloo, The South-
west Train.

	 Some	breads	are	light	and	fluffy	
with	 pockets	 of	 air	 making	 holes,	
and	 other	 breads	 are	 dense	 with	
grains	 and	 flavors	 with	 every	 bite	
giving	the	taster	something	new	to	
contemplate.		Jody	Stecher’s	album	
of	 original	 songs	 is	 one	 of	 those	
multigrain	 wonders	 with	 bits	 of	
tasty	crunchy	and	soft	sweet	tidbits	
that	 will	 invite	 repeated	 listenings	
and	unravelings	of	meaning.
	 Jody	plays	guitar,	mandolin	and	
various	 banjos	 and	 his	 instrument	
selection	 adds	 undertones	 and	
mood	 to	 the	 vocals.	 	 His	 straight	
forward	lyric	delivery	wraps	around	
a	 labyrinth	 of	 word	 associations,	
rhymes	 and	 reasons,	 and	 you	 are	
advised	 to	 check	 Jody’s	 web	 site	
www.jodyandkate.com	 for	 the	 de-
tails	and	background	for	each	song.	
Joining	Jody	in	the	presentation	are	
Kate	 Brislin	 on	 vocals,	 Keith	 Lit-
tle,	 Chad	 Manning	 on	 fiddle,	 Eric	
Thompson	 on	 guitar	 and	 mando-
lin,	 Suzy	 Thompson	 of	 fiddle	 and	
accordion	and	Bill	Evans	on	banjo.
	 “Look	 Me	 Up	 When	 You’re	
Down	 Under”	 is	 the	 most	 acces-
sible	 song,	 and	 the	 catchy	 invita-
tion	 to	 visit	 is	 matched	 with	 the	
story	 of	 a	 failed	 Alaskan	 romance	
with	 connections	 and	 contrasts	 in	
Australia.	 	The	song	has	a	country,	
Buck-Owens	 flavor	 delivery,	 a	 Ca-
jun	beat	and	bluegrass	choruses	all	
joined	 together	 in	 a	 happy	 romp.		
“Southwest	 Train”	 is	 a	 peppy,	 Gil-
bert	and	Sullivan	blend	of	English	

	 The	 power	 of	 YouTube	 and	
other	social	media	has	made	“stars”	
in	music	overnight.		This	bluegrass	
trio	 of	 brothers	 from	 New	 Jersey	
has	 garnered	 12	 million	 YouTube	
hits	and	this	 second	album	release	
shows	that	their	musical	skills	have	
increased	exponentially.	 	 	Brothers		
Tommy	 (age	 15)	 on	 guitar,	 Rob-
bie	 (age	 13)	 on	 fiddle	 and	 Jonny	
(age	10)	on	banjo	started	watching	
Earl	Scruggs	on	YouTube	and	have	
showcased	their	music	on	national	
television	shows	and	were	featured	
in	 an	 Earl	 Scruggs	 tribute	 with	
Steve	 Martin	 at	 the	 famed	 Ryman	
auditorium.
	 The	11	songs	on	the	album	fea-
ture	 7	 songs	 written	 by	 the	 boys	
and	 vocals	 from	 Everett	 Lilly’s	
granddaughter,	 13-year-old	 Ash-
ley	Lily.	Ashley’s	voice	has	a	depth	
and	 maturity	 that	 belies	 her	 years	
and	she	gives	credibility	to	“Always	
The	One”	which	the	boys	describe	
as	 a	 love	 song.	 The	 opening	 song,	
“Time	Lapse,”	shows	that	timing	is	
beyond	compare,	as	the	banjo	leads	
off	at	breakneck	speed	followed	by	
a	slower	paced	“The	Farthest	Hori-
zon”	with	fiddle	and	banjo	trading	
passages,	 followed	 by	 some	 tasty	
guitar	 work	 from	 Tommy.	 	 Tom-
my	 also	 takes	 the	 lead	 on	 a	 strong	
rendition	 of	 Bill	 Monroe’s	 “Gold	
Rush”	 and	 you	 can	 hear	 echoes	 of	
his	guitar	 idol	Tony	Rice.	 	Tony	 is	
also	honored	on	“Man	From	Dan-
ville”	and	Tommy	blends	several	of	
Tony’s	 signature	 licks	 to	 make	 an	
engaging	tribute.	“Jonny’s	Tune”	is	
a	 banjo	 original	 with	 speedy	 rolls	
and	 a	 healthy	 dose	 of	 Keith	 tuner	
changes	followed	by	guitar	passag-
es.		The	closing	version	of	“Shuckin’	
of	 the	Corn”	displays	 their	 impro-
visational	 skills	 at	 their	 best	 –	 the	
fiddle,	banjo	and	guitar	 just	weave	
circles	 around	 the	 basic	 melody.		
Absolutely	incredible	instrumental	
work	by	a	very	talented	trio!	

Russell Moore & IIIrd 
Tyme Out: Timeless 
Hits Bluegrassed
Cracker	Barrel	Old	Country	Store

www.crackerbarrel.com
©2012
Song list: Gentle On My Mind, 
Modern Day Bonnie and Clyde, 
Golden Ring, The Old Home 
Place, Only You, Take Me Home 
Country Roads, My Window 
Faces the South, Farewell Party, 
Big Spike Hammer, Tulsa Time, 
Mama Tried, John and Mary.

	 Russell	 Moore	 and	 IIIrd	 Tyme	
Out	have	been	one	of	the	top	blue-
grass	bands	for	over	20	years.		Their	
awards	include	several	Vocal	Group	
of	the	Year	and	Male	Vocalist	of	the	
Year	and	this	new	collection	high-
lights	 the	 band’s	 strong	 vocals	 and	
instrumental	 talents	 as	 they	 “gras-
sify”	 some	 country	 and	 folk	 hits	
by	other	artists.		Russell	has	always	
been	one	of	 the	best	 lead	vocalists	
and	the	band’s	version	of	 the	Plat-
ters’	“Only	You”	has	him	at	his	best.	
Unfortunately,	Russell’s	vocal	range	
is	not	as	strong,	and	earlier	versions	
of	the	song	have	more	intense	pow-
er.
	 Justin	 Haynes	 continues	 to	
provide	 strong	 fiddle	 mojo	 to	 the	
band’s	 sound,	 and	 Steve	 Dilling’s	
banjo	 work	 is	 always	 precise	 and	
punchy.	 	 Wayne	 Benson’s	 has	 a	
sure	 hand	 on	 the	 mandolin	 solos	
and	 he	 even	 plays	 electric	 man-
dolin	 on	 some	 songs.	 “Gentle	 on	
My	 Mind”	 has	 a	 smooth	 mixture	
of	 instrumental	 interludes,	 and	
Russell’s	 vocals	 are	 warm.	 	 Steve’s	
banjo	adds	a	modal	harmony	to	the	
lead	 in	 “Modern	 Day	 Bonnie	 and	
Clyde”	 and	 an	 upbeat	 joy	 to	 John	
Denver’s	“Take	Me	Home	Country	
Roads.”			Sonya	Issacs	adds	a	lovely	
duet	voice	in	a	sentimental	render-
ing	 of	 the	 George	 Jones/Tammy	
Wynette	 classic	 “Golden	 Ring.”	
Gene	Watson’s	“Farewell	Party”	has	
that	 bittersweet	 edge	 of	 reflection	
at	 life’s	end,	and	“Tulsa	Time”	has	
a	 swagger	 that	 drums	 and	 electric	
guitar	amplify.		
	 While	this	album	doesn’t	blaze	
any	 new	 bluegrass	 trails,	 fans	 of	
IIIrd	 Tyme	 Out	 will	 find	 this	 an	
enjoyable	collection	of	songs	to	rel-
ish.

Dewey Farmer & 
Derwin Hinson
Patuxent Music
www.pxrec.com
©2012

Song list: Old Joe Clark, Flat-
bush Waltz, Yesterday, Dew-win 
Bounce, Arkansas Traveler, Blue-
grass Romp, The Bells sing for 
Candrea,  Jesus Savior Pilot Me, 
Over the Rainbow, Snowflake 
Reel, Roly Poly, Kansas City Kit-
ty, Moonlight on the Waves.

	 Dewey	 Farmer	 and	 Derwin	
Hinson	are	not	well	known	outside	
of	 their	 North	 Carolina	 stomping	
grounds,	 but	 this	 album	 recorded	
with	fiddler	Steve	Thomas	gives	the	
instrumentalists	full	rein	to	display	
their	stellar	skills.	Dewey’s	mando-
lin	 has	 a	 concise	 rhythm	 and	 the	
notes	fly	out	in	patterns	that	catch	

town	 names	 matched	 with	 the	
countryside	 sightings	 of	 ponies,	
town	 buildings	 and	 tasty	 pasties.		
“Long	Time	A	Comin’”	focuses	on	
changes	in	our	times	with	wages	of	
the	 workers	 contrasted	 with	 those	
of	 the	 CEOs	 and	 the	 changes	 in	
the	justice	system	as	terrorists	come	
to	trial.	“Osama’s	Pajamas”	is	filled	
with	references	to	the	mind	games	
we	 see	 in	 the	 media	 about	 terror-
ists	lurking	all	around	us	and	Jody’s	
references	 to	 “boogie	 men”	 may	
put	 all	 the	 words	 into	 perspective.		
Another	 political	 commentary	 is	
embedded	in	“Weasels	and	Snakes”	
with	its	phrase,	“too	big	to	fail,	fix	
it	 with	 government	 bail.”	 	 “Five	
Rode	 Up	 to	 Phoenix”	 is	 a	 tribute	
to	 his	 bluegrass	 bandmate,	 Forrest	
Rose,	and	the	bluegrass	cadence	of	
the	fiddle	and	banjo	embellish	the	
song.	Jody’s	skill	with	clawhammer	
banjo	underlies	the	delightful	“Ka-
bul	 Grinder”	 which	 is	 a	 tribute	 to	
a	monster	sandwich	with	97	spices.		
Another	 banjo	 interlude	 is	 the	 in-
strumental	“Gwendolyn	McGrath”	
named	after	one	of	Jody’s	students.		
“Fly	 Away	 Home”	 is	 a	 touching	
collage	of	lullaby	phrases	sung	gen-
tly	with	just	a	touch	of	disconnect	
that	signals	the	loss	of	reality	in	old	
age.			 	 Jody	Stecher	has	
produced	 a	 gallery	 of	 significant	
vignettes	 –	 snapshots	 of	 dreams,	
passages	of	time,	glimpses	of	loved	
ones,	 and	 contemporary	 commen-
tary	–	compacted	in	13	songs	with	
carefully	 crafted	 melodies,	 vocals	
and	instrumental	interludes.

Sleepy Man Banjo: 
The Farthest Horizon
www.sleepymanbanjoboys.com
©2012

Song list; Time Lapse, The Far-
thest Horizon, Gold Rush, Lexie 
Lou, How Deep The Father’s Love 
For Us, The Man From Danville, 
Jonny’s Tune, When The Angels 
Carry Me Home, Always the 
One, Farewell Darling, Shuckin’ 
the Corn.

BRENDA and the Reviews

Brenda	Hough		

Continued on B-7
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introduction	 followed	 by	 a	 dobro	
interlude	 balanced	 by	 a	 mandolin	
chop	before	returning	to	mandolin	
again.	 	 The	 notes	 are	 precise	 and	
punctual	 and	 Richie’s	 guitar	 notes	
are	 equally	 prominent	 in	 his	 solo.	
The	 title	 song,	 “Amity	 Road,”	 has	
more	dobro	and	mandolin	tandems	
with	a	rhythm	that	suggests	move-
ment	 down	 a	 road.	 	 “TDI”	 has	 a	
banjo	 introduction	 with	 a	 pulsing	
drive	 and	 melodic	 line	 similar	 to	
“Old	 Joe	 Clark.”	 “Vicki’s	 Waltz”	
has	a	gentle	three	quarter	time	flow	
with	some	effective	tremolo	on	the	
mandolin	paired	with	melodic	do-
bro	 playing	 from	 Andy.	 “Forrest’s	
Run”	was	probably	inspired	by	the	
movie	Forrest	Gump	and	the	banjo	
rolls	 start	 a	 rollicking	 pace	 that	 is	
picked	 up	 by	 the	 mandolin	 and	
fiddle.	 “Novara”	 opens	 with	 a	 do-
bro	solo	and	is	followed	by	a	livelier	
fiddle	flourish	before	the	mandolin	
continues.	 “For	 Hailey”	 has	 some	
of	 the	 shifting	 melody	 of	 “Cluck	
Old	 Hen”	 and	 is	 an	 effective	 in-
strumental	 with	 the	 fiddle	 adding	
to	 the	 mood.	 Original	 instrumen-
tal	 albums	 are	 often	 hard	 to	 clas-
sify,	but	this	 latest	collection	from	
Chad	 Fadely	 has	 different	 moods	
and	 shifting	 melodies	 and	 is	 a	 de-
light	with	repeated	listenings.	

Darin & Brooke 
Aldridge: Live at Red, 
White and Bluegrass!
Crossroads	Music
PO	Box	829
Arden,	NC	28704
www.crossroadsmusic.com
©2012

Song list: Lonely Ends Where 
Love Begins, Making Plans, 
No One Needs to Know, Corn, 
When He Beckons Me Home, Ev-
ery Scar, Foggy Mountain Home, 
That’s Just Me Loving You, To 
Know Him Is to Love Him, He’s 
Already There, Sweetest Waste of 
Time, Powderfinger.

	 Darin	 and	 Brooke	 have	 been	
called	 the	 “sweethearts	 of	 blue-
grass,”	and	were	nominated	for	the	
Emerging	Artist	of	the	Year	Award	
by	the	IBMA	in	2011.	The	duo	has	
an	 incredible	 blend	 of	 vocal	 har-
monies	and	the	love	and	faith	that	
guides	their	lives	shines	through	in	
all	their	songs.
	 This	latest	album	features	Darin	
and	Brooke	with	their	band	at	a	live	
performance	at	the	Red,	White	and	
Bluegrass	festival.		Joining	them	are	
Matt	 Love	 on	 banjo	 and	 guitar,	
Dwayne	 Anderson	 on	 bass	 and	
vocals,	 Rachel	 Johnson	 Boyd	 on	
fiddle	and	vocals	and	Collin	Willis	
on	 dobro.	 	 The	 band’s	 magical	 vo-
cal	harmonies	and	seamless	 instru-
mentals	have	made	them	one	of	the	
most	 popular	 bands	 playing	 these	
days	 and	 this	 new	 release	 will	 no	
doubt	earn	them	many	new	fans.
“To	Know	Him	Is	to	Love	Him”	is	
a	 familiar	 Phil	 Spector	 song,	 and	
Brooke	 and	 Rachel	 have	 that	 fe-

cal	blend.		Brooke	puts	some	punch	
into	the	gospel	song	“He’s	Already	
There,”	 and	 the	 vocal	 harmonies	
continue	with	the	country	flavored	
“Sweetest	Waste	of	Time”	with	Da-
rin	and	Brooke.		“Corn”	is	a	lovely	
“home	 place”	 song	 with	 two	 rock-
ing	 chairs,	 a	 window	 with	 a	 view	

of	the	stars	and	a	field	full	of	corn.	
The	band	unleashes	 its	 instrumen-
tal	 powers	 with	 a	 spirited	 “Foggy	
Mountain	Rock,”	and	Matt’s	banjo	
and	 Rachel’s	 fiddle	 lead	 the	 way.		
The	 album	 ends	 all	 too	 soon	 with	
a	exciting	rendering	of	Neil	Young’s	
“Powderfinger.”

male	group	blend	and	Collin’s	do-
bro	adds	its	own	flourish.	Brooke’s	
soprano	 just	 floats	 through	 the	
lyrics	and	you	will	be	reminded	of	
all	 your	 teenage	 angst.	 “Making	
Plans”	 is	 one	 of	 those	 heartbreak/
departure	 songs	 with	 Darin	 and	
Brooke	displaying	their	magical	vo-

BRENDA and the Reviews
From page B-6

To be reviewed
Send your materials to:
Brenda Hough
PO Box 20370
San Jose CA  95160 
or contact Brenda at:
hufstuff2003@yahoo.
com

Varied Activities

Varied Accommodations

www.familyfiddlecamp.com
* Fiddle - Not just an instrument. It’s an attitude!

Group & Master ClassesGroup & Master Classes

Special TutorialsSpecial Tutorials

Evening PerformancesEvening Performances

Instruction and Instruction and FUNFUN for all for all 
ages and levelsages and levels

For Individuals & FamiliesFor Individuals & Families

Great Food Great Food Great Great 
AtmosphereAtmosphere

Jamming ~ Contra DancingJamming ~ Contra Dancing

Katie

Glassman

Evan

Marshall

Tyler

Grant

Adam

Hurt

See our website for 
information about 

additional instructors.
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SUNDAY • March 10, 2013 
1PM to 8PM • Doors open at noon

Sebastopol Community Ctr • 390 Morris Street • Sebastopol, CA

Please send me the following tickets to the Sonoma County folk and Bluegrass Festival

Name______________________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________________
City _________________________________State ________Zip_____
Phone ____________________Email ___________________________
Mail order blank, payment and self-addressed stamped 
envelope to:
Sonoma County Festival c/o Mark Hogan
3980 Monika Ct, Sebastopol, CA 95472

Member No.___________

CBA              SCFS  (Check Association)

$__________ General Admission @$30 each

$__________ CBA/SCFS Admission @$25 each

$_________ Total Enclosed

GENERAL ADMISSION
$30 adv. $35 door

SOCOFOSO/CBA Members 
$25 adv. $30 door
please present current membership card 

•Bring your instrument to jam•
•Food & Beverage concession on site•

Children 11 years old and under are free when accompanied by an adult admission.

WORKSHOPS
RAIN or SHINE

TICKETS AVAILABLE JANUARY 15:  on-line at http://www.cbaontheweb.org
TICKETS ALSO AVAILABLE JANUARY 15: Peoples Music, Sebastopol   Last Record Store, Santa Rosa

For further information: www.socofoso.com • 707-829-8012 • 707-861-9446 • hogiemoon@comcast.net

Chris Webster & Nina Gerber
James Reams & the Barnstormers

Africa Entsha
 The Central Valley Boys

Nell Robinson & Jim Nunally

Chris Webster & Nina Gerber
James Reams & the Barnstormers

Africa Entsha
 The Central Valley Boys

Nell Robinson & Jim Nunally

Chris Webster & Nina Gerber
James Reams & the Barnstormers

Africa Entsha
 The Central Valley Boys

Nell Robinson & Jim Nunally
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