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CBA Father’s Day Bluegrass Festival, June 13-16, 2013
CBA Father’s Day Bluegrass Festival

Vern’s Stage bands announced!
Coordinator TJ Carskadon has
announced the line up for the Vern’s
Stage at the 2013 Father’s Day Bluegrass Festival. It’s hard to believe this
is the “side stage,” our smaller, more
intimate (and shady!) part of the
Grass Valley shindig. The acts chosen could supply the main stage of
any smaller festival with a full roster
of top-notch talent.
Music plays here in this place
we call Verns, which is right in the
Continued on Page A-5
Molly Tuttle & John Mailander .
Only on the Vern’s Stage!

CBA Music Camp

Classes are still open but hurry!
By Peter Langston
Co-Director, CBA Music Camp
Registrations for the CBA
Grass Valley Music Camp have been
coming in at a steady rate ever since
December when we first started accepting them.  A number of classes
now have wait lists -- Harmony
Singing w/Keith Little, Bluegrass
Band w/Kathy Kallick, Guitar and
Singing with Molly Tuttle, Bluegrass
Banjo with Bill Evans, Guitar Soloing with Tim Stafford, and Dobro
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Continued on Page A-5
Mike Witcher will teach you
dobro from scratch!

Chuck Poling’s Bluegrass Confidential

CBA Bluegrass Pickin’ Party
Golden Gate
Park - May 11
By Chuck Poling
CBA San Francisco Area VP
San Francisco’s Golden Gate
Park is the setting for the 2013
CBA Bluegrass Pickin’ Picnic on
Saturday, May 11. This event starts
at noon and continues until 6 pm
in the Dahlia Garden Picnic Area
near the Conservatory of Flowers
(close to the intersection of Fulton
and Stanyan Streets). The location is
well served by public transportation
and, if you arrive around noon there
is still plenty of parking available.
Your hosts, Jeanie and Chuck
Poling, will have a grill set up and
will be serving hamburgers and hot

This was just one of many jam circles at a previous Bluegrass Pickin’
Party. It’s a beautiful site and plenty of fun folks show up.
dogs during the early part of the picnic and then turning over the grill
to anyone who wants to cook their
own food. Guests are encouraged

to bring a side dish and beverages.
We’ll bring plates, cups, utensils,
Continued on Page A-5

CBA Youth Program

New website is a clearing house CBA Father’s Day Festival
for CBA’s outreach to youth Bluegrass Camp for Kids still
taking students
By Darby Brandli,

CBA President and Liaison to the Youth Program
The new website for our Youth Program was
launched this month.  
Click to www.cbayouthprogram.com for a look.  
The site was built by CBA member David Thom (of
the David Thom Band). We are looking for high resolution photos to post so please send some our way, a picture is worth 1000 words.  The site is definitely a work in
progress.

There is a special happening this year at the CBA
Father’s Day Festival! A bluegrass music camp, geared
towards kids ages 8-16, will be happening on site during the festival! CBA has brought in Bluegrass Camps
for Kids, a nationally renowned program run by Kate
Hamre, to offer young people an opportunity to explore a
diverse range of traditional music styles and instruments
in a supportive and encouraging environment. Through-

Continued on Page A-4

Continued on Page A-6

CBA Old Time
Gathering 2.0!
Old-Time good times at Grass Valley again
By Steve Goldfield
You might know that the cofounder of the CBA
is an old-time banjo player, Carl Pagter. You might
not know that CBA’s charter is to promote bluegrass, old-time, traditional, and gospel music. And
Continued on Page A-9
Even the Vern’s Stage will rock em, die-dee-o,
with long time, old time faves the Piney Creek
Weasels and other early country acts.

www.cbaontheweb.org
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2012/2013
Leadership Team

Board of Directors
David Brace - Father’s Day
Festival Director
1704 Banyan Court
Ceres, CA 95307
DHB1221@me.com
Darby Brandli - President /Youth
Program Liaison
2106 - 9th Avenue
Oakland, CA 94606-2612
510-735-6364
darbyandbruno@comcast.net
Bruce Campbell - Membership VP
Publicity Director
524 Masonic St
Martinez, Ca94553
925-228-1658
cba_publicity@yahoo.com
Tim Edes – FDF
Assistant Festival Director
17720 Telfer Drive
Morgan Hill, CA 95037
408-779-5456
t.edes@verizon.net
Montie Elston – Treasurer
5631 Tish Circle
Olivehurst, CA 95961
530-763-5056
fiddle3@comcast.net
Steve Goldfield - Old-Time Music
Coordinator
4428 Tompkins Avenue
Oakland, CA 94619
510-482-8970
stevegoldfield@yahoo.com
Dave Gooding - TAG Chairman
P.O. Box 462
Elmira, CA 95625-0462
davegooding@sbcglobal.net
Mark Hogan – Sebastopol
Festival Director
3980 Monika Court
Sebastopol, CA 95472
707-829-8012
hogiemoon@comcast.net
Jack Hyland
P.O.Box 333
Hughson, CA 95326
209-602-1731
jck49hyland@yahoo.com
Jim Ingram - FDF Entertainment
Coordinator
5270 Hecker Pass
Gilroy, CA 95020
408-847-6837
silvanis@wildblue.net
Carl Pagter – Chairman Emeritus
17 Julianne Court
Walnut Creek, CA 94595-2610
925-938-4221
carlpagter@webtv.net
J.D. Rhynes – Director Emeritus
P.O. Box 1303
West Point, CA 95255-1303
209-293-1296
jdrhynes@volcano.net
Geoffrey Sargent - Assistant to
the Chairman
1477 Via Manzanas
San Lorenzo, CA 94580
510-207-2046
geoffreysargent@gmail.com
Officers
Darby Brandli - President
2106 - 9th Avenue
Oakland, CA 94606-2612
510-533-2792
darbyandbruno@comcast.net
Montie Elston -- Treasurer
5631 Tish Circle
Olivehurst, CA 95961
fiddle3@comcast.net
Valerie Cornejo – Assistant
Treasurer
916-712-7067
notableval@sbcglobal.net
Colleen Hogan – Secretary
colleen_hogan@comcast.net
Bruce Campbell - Membership VP
524 Masonic St
Martinez, Ca94553
925-228-1658
cba_publicity@yahoo.com

Vaughn & Glenda Lew – Statewide
Activities VP
PO Box 2028
Murphy’s, CA 95247
welzzub@sbcglobal.net
Vaugh cell: 209-606-4623
Glenda cell: 209-606-5356
John Duncan – Member Giving VP,
Goodwill Ambassador
2915 57th Street
Sacramento, CA 95817
916-736-0415
Area Activities Vice Presidents
Mark Hogan – North Coast
phone 707-829-8012
hogiemoon@comcast.net
Bruno Brandli – East Bay
510-533-2792
darbyandbruno@comcast.net
Bill Schneiderman – Delta-Sierra
209-586-3815
billschneiderman@gmail.com
John Hettinger - Sacramento
113 Puffer Way
Folsom, CA 95630
916-990-0719
bluegrass@shaunv.com
Chuck Poling - San Francisco
polingsf@gmail.com
Lucy Smith – Butte and Tehama
Counties
530-894-1449
lucyinchico@hotmail.com
Roger Siminoff – Central Coast
805-801-8750
siminoff@siminoff.net
Craig Wilson – South San Joaquin
Valley
661-589-8249
craigw1@sbcglobal.net
Stan Allen – Fresno/Kings County
rollingbonz3344@comcast.net
Jenny Williams - Solano and Yolo
Counties
info@RealGoneDaddies.com
Larry Phegley - South Bay Area
47 Ralston Drive
Monterey, CA 93940
larry.phegley@gmail.com
Dan Martin - Napa County
707 287 6953
powderdan@comcast.net
Bob Schwartz - Contra Costa
County
(925) 932-0589
RSchwartz@TruckerHuss.com
Larry Carlin - Marin County
415-332-8498
l_carlin@hotmail.com
Marcos Alvira - Merced, Mariposa,
Stanislaus
209-383-3432
mercedbluegrass@sbcglobal.net
Year-Round Jobs
Kelly Senior - Investment Advisor
Mark Varner - Editor, Bluegrass
Breakdown
PO Box 1245
Boulder Creek, CA 95006
831-338-0618
mrvarner@ix.netcom.com
Bob Calkins – Photographer
530-644-1587
motherlode@innercite.com
Mike Melnyk - Photographer
mike@mikemelnyk.com
Randy Shelton – Photographer
randy.shelton@comcast.net
Bruce Long – Darrell Johnston Kids
Lending Library
kidslendinglibrary@gmail.com
Max Schwartz - Teen
Ambassador
maxschwartz17@gmail.com
Alicia Meiners – E-Commerce Mgr.
ameiners@sbcglobal.net
408-683-0666
John Erwin – Mail Ticket Sales
707-448-1970
john.erwin@sbcglobal.net
Lee Hardesty – Insurance Advisor
916-961-6316
hrdst@comcast.net
Jack Hyland –
Mercantile Co-Coordinator
209-303-0015
jck49hyland@yahoo.com
Frank Solivan – Kids on Stage Director/ Ambassador at large
408-656-8549

Whit Washburn –
Contract Legal Advisor
916- 996-8400
wfwashburn@wfwashburn.com
Debra Livermore –
Volunteer Coordinator
916-601-7233
deblivermore@gmail.com
Mark Hogan - Audio Archive
Project co-coordinator
707-829-8012
hogiemoon@comcast.net
Dave Nielsen - Audio Archive
Project co-coordinator
David Carlsen - Sebastopol Jam
Master
davidacarlson62@hotmail.com
Steve Goldfield - Old Time
Coordinator
stevegoldfield@yahoo.com
Geoff Sargent - Music Camp
Laison
510-207-2046
geoffreysargent@gmail.com
Brooks Judd - Broadcast Publicity
Coordinator
2600 Craig Ct
Turlock, CA 95382
shejudd@charter.net
Festival Coordinators
Mark Hogan – Sebastopol
Festival Director
3980 Monika Ct.
Sebastopol, CA 95472-5741
707-829-8012
hogiemoon@comcast.net
David Brace - Father’s Day
Festival Director
1704 Banyan Court
Ceres, CA 95307
DHB1221@me.com
TJ Carskadon - Vern’s Stage
tjcarskadon@gmail.com
Kathleen Rushing – Music Camp
Children’s Program
9780 Mennet Way
San Ramon, Ca 94583
925 828 5825
Kafween@mac.com
Lisa Burns - Corporate
Sponsorship Coordinator
lisa@lisaonbass.com
Larry Baker – Concessions
209-785-4693
roaddog@caltel.com
Randy Morton - Electrical, Communications and Transportation
Coordinator
2450 Lakeview Loop
Stonyford, CA 95979
mtnfamily@wildblue.net
Slim Sims - Safety and
Hospitality Coordinator
760-762-6828
slim1070@msn.com
Chris Olivolo –
Stage Construction
colivolo@gmail.com
John Skaar –
Handicapped Camping
509-427-8928
skaarjohn@gmail.com
Craig Wilson - Full Hookup
Lottery Coordinator
11119 Academy Avenue,
Bakersfield, CA 93312
661-589-8249
craigw1@sbcglobal.net
Dagmar Mansperger – T-Shirt
Coordinator
Jim Ingram –
Entertainment Coordinator
408-847-6837
silvanis@wildblue.net
Dan Martin - Slow Jam
Coordinator
707 287 6953
powderdan@comcast.net
Ron Rose - Gate Crew
Coordinator
bg_gittar@yahoo.com
Mike McGar – Gate Ticket Sales
209-572-3735
mcgarm@yosemite.edu
Bill Meiners – Comp. Tickets
408-683-0666
billmeiners@att.net
Janet Peterson and Peter Langston
– Music Camp Directors
CBAcamp@psl.to
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Charlene Sims - Raffle Booth
co-ordinator
casims@msn.com
Carol Canby - Water Booth coord.
530-832-0340
canbysonthego@msn.com
Dorothy McCoy - Headquarters
Telephone co-ordinator
530-663-0025
rd53mccoy@gmail.com
Patty Thorpe - Utility coordinator
916-929-9185
John Lonczak Dancing coordinator
408- 247-5706
Mike Martin Handicap Taxi Coordinator
707-333-5784
Web Team
Bands – Grant Johnston
livebluegrass@aol.com
Calendar – Candy Sponhaltz
candy.sponhaltz@gmail.com
Kids on Bluegrass Page
Jill Cruey
jillc@netvista.net
Sharon Elliott
shickey6@yahoo.com
Bill Downs - Links , Music
Instructors, and Luthiers
bilnfay@ix.netcom.com
Photo Gallery Manager – Ken
Reynolds
cprhds2@caltel.com
Radio Grass – Darla Novak
Novakd42@apol.com
Recorded Music – George Ireton
george@shastawebdesign.com

Splash Page/MP3 Manager
– Pat Garcia
patgarcia@direcway.com
Website Welcome Columnists
Monday—1st—Mark Varner
Monday—2nd—Randy Morton
Monday—3rd—Bert Daniel
Monday—4th—Chuck Poling
Tuesday—1st—Geoff Morris
Tuesday—2nd—Ted Lehmann
Tuesday—3rd--Nate Schwartz
Tuesday—4th—Rick Cornish
Wednesdays—Bruce Campbell
Thursday—1st—Dave Williams
Thursday—2nd-- George Martin
Thursday—3rd—Randy Shelton
Thursday—4th—J.D. Rhynes
Friday—1st—Brooks Judd
Friday—2nd—Cliff Compton
Friday—3rd—Regina Bartlett
Friday—4th—Bill Evans
Saturday—1st—Marty Varner
Saturday—2nd—
John Karsemeyer
Saturday—3rd—Cameron Little
Saturday—4th—Brian McNeal
Sunday—1st—Marcos Alvira
Sunday—2nd—Bert Daniel
Sunday—3rd—Geoff Sargent
Sunday—4th—Jean Ramos

Thank you, CBA
members!
You make it
all happen.
Contact information:
For information on the CBA and
its events contact our
Director of Operations
Rick Cornish at 209-588-9214 or
rickcornish7777@hotmail.com

615-646-4900 - soundwavestudio@aol.com
Nashville, TN
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California Bluegrass Association Membership Application
First Name
Last Name
Spouse:
First Name
Last Name
____________________ ____________________
__________________ ______________________
Address __________________________________ Child(ren) __________________________________________
City ____________________________ State _______ Zip __________ Year of Birth __________________

Hey!

Phone __________________________ Email: _______________________________
Membership Categories:
Single Membership
$25.00
With Spouse/other added
$30.00
Teens 16-18 (voting)
$5.00 each
(Children under 16 included free)
Band Memberships
Out of State Only
(3-5 Members)
$40.00

Membership includes 12 issues of the Bluegrass Breakdown, and discount prices for
all CBA sponsored festivals and concerts. Band memberships available for out-ofstate bands. Each member is entitled to one copy of the publication. Please write
names and addresses on a separate sheet of paper. Prices subject to change
without notice. Out of United States? Postal rates may be higher, please
inquire.

Please sign me up for the following:
_____ Single - 1 vote for _____ year(s) @$25
_____ Couple - 2 votes for _____ year(s) @$30
_____ Add ____ voting Children @$5 each

____ New

____ Renewal of Member #_____________

Membership Total

$________________

Children’s names and birthdates: __________________

TOTAL ENCLOSED
$________________
Please make checks payable to California Bluegrass Association (CBA).

_____________________________________________

Mail to:

_____________________________________________
If Senior Citizens (65 and over), please list birth years:
____________________________________________

CBA Membership Vice President Bruce Campbell
PO Box 152
San Ramon, CA 94583
For information, call 925-228-1658
or email CBA_publicity@yahoo.com

Join or renew your CBA membership
on line and save a stamp.
Easy, fast, secure.

Contact Bruce at
CBA_publicity@yahoo.com
and let him know you don’t
need USPS delivery.

California Bluegrass Association
Bluegrass Breakdown

©2010 California Bluegrass Association. All Rights Reserved. Reprint requests
must be made in advance by contacting the Editor.

Looks like a
membership
application!

Save trees! Get
your Bluegrass
Breakdown
electronically.

www.cbaontheweb.org

is published monthly as a tabloid newspaper at PO Box 152, San Ramon,
CA 94583, by the California Bluegrass Association. The CBA is a nonprofit organization founded in 1974 and is dedicated to the furtherance of
Bluegrass, Old-Time, and Gospel music. The views of the authors does not
nessesarily reflect the views of the CBA or its Board of Directors. Membership in the CBA costs $25 a year and includes a subscription to the Bluegrass
Breakdown. A spouse’s membership may be added for an additional $5 and
children between 13 and 18 for $1.00 per child. Children 13-18 who wish
to vote will have to join for $10.00. Names and ages are required.
Band memberships are only available for the out of state bands; cost
is $40. Subscription to the Bluegrass Breakdown without membership is
available only to foreign locations. Third class postage is paid at Stockton,
California. Bluegrass Breakdown (USPS 315-350). Postmaster please send
address changes to: Bluegrass Breakdown, P.O. Box 152 San Ramon, CA
94583. Copy and advertising deadline is the 1st of the month, one month
prior to publication (i.e. February deadline is January 1st, etc).
Members are encouraged to attend all board meetings. Please contact
any board member or call the CBA office at 209-588-9214 for information
and directions.
Please send all contributions and advertisements to:
Mark Varner, editor - P.O. Box 1245, Boulder Creek, CA 95006
831-338-0618 -- email mrvarner@ix.netcom.com
Visit our Web Site at: www.cbaontheweb.org
Editor..........................................................................Mark Varner
Columnist.............................................................. Roger Siminoff
Columnist.................................................................. Allan French
Columnist................................................................. Chuck Poling
Columnist...................................................... Eileen Kleinschmidt
Columnist................................................................ Darby Brandli
Columnist................................................................Cliff Compton
Columnist........................................................................Joe Weed
Columnist............................................................... Geff Crawford
Columnist.......................................................................Sid Lewis
Columnist................................................................Wayne Erbsen
Photography....................................... Bob Calkins, Mike Melnyk
Graphics.........................................Stephen Johnson, Mark Varner
Recording Reviews & Interviews...........................Brenda Hough
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Bluegrass Breakdown
Advertising Rates
Black & White ads

Display Advertising

Four color ads
................$320.00
................$180.00
................$170.00
..................$90.00
..................$45.00

Full Page- 10” wide X 12.75” high.......................... $255.00
Half Page - horizontal -- 10” wide X 6.5” tall........ $144.00
Half Page - vertical -- 4.5” wide X 12.75” tall ....... $134.00
Quarter Page 4.5” wide X 6.5” tall............................ $70.00
Business Card - 2 columns wide (3 7/8”) X 2” tall .. $35.00
Flyer insertion is available. Inquire for cost.
Other sizes of advertising are available. Discount pricing is applied to pre-paid ads running 3
months, 6 months or 12 months. Please call 831-338-0618 or email: mrvarner@ix.netcom.com for
further information.
Advertisements should be submitted as PDF (or other approved format) files either on disc, CD or
via e-mail. Advertisements can be produced by the editor upon request if artwork and photographs are
submitted in advance.
Advertising proofs can be FAXed or e-mailed upon request if typesetting and/or layout is required.
Please allow at least 5 extra days for production.
Special rates are in place for festival issues, due to the greater amount of issues printed and copies
distributed. This is usually 200% of the regular rate, but the Board of Directors of the CBA reserves the
right to change the policy at their discretion. Please contact the Editor for more details.

Classified Advertising

The current rates for classified ads are based on 3 1/2 inches of typed copy and are as follows:
$8.00 for the first three lines and 50¢ for each additional line.
All advertising must be paid for in advance unless prior arrangements have been made for billing.
A 12% late fee will be charged if advertising invoices are not paid within 60 days of billing.
Make checks payable to the California Bluegrass Association and send check and ad to:
Mark Varner, Editor Bluegrass Breakdown
P.O. Box 1245, Boulder Creek, CA 95006
Phone 831-338-0618 or email mrvarner@ix.netcom.com
Ads can be uploaded to the CBA FTP site at: http://www.cbaontheweb.org/AdUpload.asp
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May is a busy month for the
CBA.   We do not produce events
but our volunteer and leadership
teams are hard at work!   June is a
huge month for the CBA and May is
the month we make certain all goes
smoothly.
We kick off with the CBA Music Camp June 10th through 13th
on the Nevada County Fairgrounds.  
New Camp Directors Peter Langston
and Janet Peterson have put together
a great Camp this year.  The faculty
is first-rate, Blue Sun Catering will
provide the food, Kathleen Rushing
will handle FunGrass duties and all is

proceeding according to plan.  Peter
and Janet have been a dream to work
with and the Board of Directors
and Liaison to Music Camp, Geoff
Sargent, are very pleased indeed to
have them on board.  Peter and Janet
opened registration at the beginning
of the year and enthusiasm and camp
registrations took off.  There are still
some spaces left for Camp but do not
delay registering.  Kathleen Rushing
is looking for the loan of ukuleles for
FunGrass, contact her at kafween@
me.com.
People will start arriving for the
festival even before we take over the

Fairgrounds on June 10th.   Festival
ticket sales are brisk and advance
ticket prices end on May 31st so purchase your tickets now for a discount.  
There are always tickets available at
the gate but if you want Electric Only
Hookup we recommend you reserve
that now.  Full Hookups sold out in
January.  Go to www.fathersdayfestival.com for festival information and
to see the lineup and schedule and
ideas for families in “Bring the Family”. The 38th Annual CBA Father’s
Day Festival is a must attend event
and we hope to see many new faces
and new families this year.  

Bluegrass Camp for Kids will
begin bright and early the morning of June 13th and we are excited
that there is so much interest and
enthusiasm for this new offering.  
We are grateful to all who donated
to our scholarship fund and spread
the word for us.  We know that the
enrollees will have a memorable time
and that we will add an instructional
camp for kids for 2014 as well.
Volunteers are still needed for
the Festival.  First make certain you
have a current CBA membership
and then contact Deb Livermore,
our Volunteer Coordinator, at deb-

Darby Brandli

photo: Mike Melnyk

FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK - Darby Brandli, CBA President

livermore@gmail.com for a volunteer spot.   Volunteers receive a festival pass and volunteering is a way of
giving back to the Association.   We
could not produce a first-rate festival
without our volunteers.

Minutes of the March 9, 2013 - California Bluegrass Association Board Meeting
CALL TO ORDER
Tim Edes, Chairman of the
Board, called the meeting to order
at 11:10AM at Lagunitas Brewing
Company, 1280 North McDowell
Boulevard, Petaluma, CA 94954
ROLL CALL
Board Members Present:  
David Brace, Darby Brandli,
Bruce Campbell, Tim Edes, Montie Elston, Dave Gooding, Mark
Hogan, Jack Hyland, Jim Ingram,
Geoffrey Sargent
Board Members Absent:
Steve Goldfield
Officers Present:   
Colleen Hogan, Larry Phegley, Bruno Brandli
Members Present:  
Mark Varner, Peter Langston,
Janet Peterson
SETTING OF THE AGENDA
After three additions, the agenda
was set and approved.
APPROVAL OF THE
FEBRUARY 9, 2013 BOARD
MEETING MINUTES
The February 9, 2013 Board

Meeting Minutes were approved
PERSONS DESIRING TO
ADDRESS THE BOARD ON
UNAGENDIZED ITEMS
No members present asked to
address the Board.
OLD BUSINESS
Unfilled positions - updates
The Board continues to recruit
for the following positions:
·
Member Giving VP
·
Membership Recruitment VP
The board approved the following positions:
·
Ice booth/Ice Wagon Coordinator – Gary Smith and Barbara
Gray will split the position this
year. This is not a permanent appointment.  
·
Sign Coordinator – Bruno
Brandli is the new FDF Sign Coordinator working with Matthew
Coleman.
·
Assistant Gate Coordinator
– Sandy Osborn will assist Mike
McGar at the FDF Ticket Gate
Mercantile update
Jack Hyland is preparing a
purchase proposal for mercantile

items to buy before the Spring
Camp Out
FDF signs update
Geoff Sargent distributed a list
of sign suggestions developed by
Matthew Coleman. He will bring
a map of the fairgrounds to overlay
with sign names at the next meeting.  
T-Shirt committee update
The T-Shirt Committee presented a choice of three designs for
the FDF T-Shirt. The Board approved one of these designs.
People mover/ trailer
A new trailer has been purchased for the People Mover.  Rich
Evans is donating the top of the
trailer. Montie is checking out places to store it.
Geartrack
Mark Varner ran a small announcement about GearTrack
in the March Breakdown. Bruce
Campbell volunteered to register
for the service and write a more detailed article about it. Darby will ask
GearTrack for literature to give to
music camp attendees and bands.

New website is a clearing house for CBA’s outreach to youth
Our activities have been recognized
by many and our Supporter list is
The CBA has pioneered many growing by the day.   Our Supportactivities for kids and those activi- ers help us spread the word about
ties deserve their own special place who we are and what we do so that
on the worldwide web.  We wanted we can expand our offerings.   Our
to describe and brag about what supporters give us both moral and
we have developed for the younger material support and we are grateful
generation out here in California.   to them.  

From Page A-1

Your feedback is welcome.  We
will add a link for monetary donations in the future and also a link
to register for Bluegrass Camp for
Kids and for FunGrass.  For now all
we offer on the site are descriptions
of our various programs and events
and news.   Click over and take a
look and tell us what you think.

www.cbayouthprogram.com
Seriously?
You’re not a
CBA member?!

cba_publicity@yahoo.com

PG&E Volunterr relationship.
Jim Evans has volunteered to
lead the People Mover team at FDF
with a team of PG&E volunteers.
NEW BUSINESS
Introduction to Peter Langston
and Janet Peterson
Geoff Sargent introduced Peter
Langston and Janet Peterson, who
are running Music Camp this year.
They do not plan to make many
changes in the transition year, but
will survey attendees and get input
for future improvements. There are
136 people registered so far. The
goal is 200-220, so camp is more
than half full already.
Spring campout update
David Brace reported that everything is on track for the Spring
Campout. The admittance process
now includes bar coding, which
has the side benefit of developing
a database of attendees. The Area
VP Meeting is scheduled at the
camp out on Saturday, April 20th at
10am.
Bill and Faye Downs Volunteer
Award
The Board approved three
nominations for this award, to be
given out at the Fathers’ Day Festival.
Father’s Day Festival stage scrims
The Board approved creation
of stage scrims for the Fathers’ Day
Festival stage. Montie will talk with
Lisa Burns about advertisers for the
scrims.
REPORTS
Membership report
Bruce Campbell reported
that as of March 8th we have 2435
members. The new credit card application on Smart Phones helps
tremendously, adding the capability
to process membership payments in
the moment. There is a small fee for
this service.
Treasurer’s Report
Montie handed out the March
8, 2013 Balance Sheet and a P&L

Report on the FDF comparing
where we stand this year compared to the same timeframe in
2012.  We are ahead of 2012 by a
few thousand dollars at this time.
Area activities VP reports
Mark Hogan - North Bay
Mark reported that we are all
set for the CBA hosted picking
party on March 9 and SCB&FF
tomorrow (3/10). He also showed
an article from a local newspaper,
the Sonoma West Times, which
pictures him presenting the Venue Recognition Award to Coffee
Catz in Sebastopol.
Larry Phegley - South Bay/
Monterey Bay
Larry reported that the Get
Down Boys are on the bill for the
Parkfield Festival. He is considering trying to involve them in the
Bluegrass in the Schools program.
Bruno Brandli - East Bay
Bruno reported that he and
Darby recently attended Wintergrass and kept the CBA presence
going there. They will attend the
SCB&FF tomorrow and run the
CBA membership and mercantile
booth.
President’s Report
Darby reported that five kids
are signed up for the Youth camp
so far with several more anticipated this weekend. She is working
on getting sponsorships for the
kids camp.
Chairman’s report
Tim reported that Night at
the Grange was very successful
again this year.
SET TIME AND PLACE FOR
THE APRIL BOARD
MEETING
Next meeting is Sunday
4/21/13 at 10:00am, CBA Spring
Campout in Turlock, CA
ADJOURNMENT
Meeting adjourned at 2pm.

CBA minutes compiled by Coleen Hogan, Secretary

May 2013

Bluegrass Breakdown

CBA Music Camp:

Classes are still open but hurry!
From Page A-1
with Rob Ickes.   If you would like
to sign up for one of these classes
you can still get on the wait list, and
you can also sign up for your second
choice class in case you don’t get in
to your first choice from the wait
list.
The classes that still have room are:
Beginning Banjo with Jason
Burleson
Advanced Old-Time Banjo with
Tom Sauber
Beginning Bass with Lisa Burns
Advanced Bluegrass Bass with
Cary Black
Beginning Dobro with Mike
Witcher
Rhythm Guitar with Jim Nunally
Singing Styles with Alice Gerrard
Beginning Fiddle with Annie
Staninec
Advanced Bluegrass Fiddle with
Jack Tuttle
Advanced Old-Time Fiddle with
Brad Leftwich
Beginning Mandolin with Sharon
Gilchrist
Intermediate Bluegrass
Mandolin with Patrick Sauber
Advanced Bluegrass
Mandolin with John
Reischman
Old-Time Band with Masha &
Geff Crawford
Jamming 101 with Sid Lewis
Fungrass with Kathleen
Rushing
This month we’d like to spotlight one of the CBA Music Camp
instructors, Mike Witcher.  Mike is
teaching the level 1/2 Dobro class
at Grass Valley this year.   Noted
bluegrass songwriter Chris Stuart
had this to say about Mike:
“Whenever I introduce Michael on stage I like to mention the

full name of
his hometown:
El Pueblo de
Nuestra Señora
la Reina de los
Angeles del Río
de Porciúncula. Otherwise
known as LA.
As we say in
Southern California, that’s
so Michael—a
lot beneath the
surface, play- Sharon Gilchrist loves to teach Mandolin 1 students.
ful, cool, and
Be part of her class at CBA Music Camp!
deeply rooted.
He grew up the youngest of five of teaching the resonator guitar,
siblings (including a twin brother) one that allows the student to inin a musical and artistic family in tegrate complex concepts quickly
the suburbs of Los Angeles, and be- into his or her playing. I’ve heard
gan playing the resonator guitar at from those students about how
the age of fourteen. Influenced by valuable and fun his classes are.
the many styles of music he heard He has written two instructional
at home, he was soon playing with books (Resonator Guitar— Tunes
father Dennis and brother Gabe Techniques and Practice Skills,
(who currently plays in the Punch which has become a standard, and
Brothers) in the legendary SoCal- the recently released Resonator
based bluegrass band The Witcher Guitar—20 Bluegrass Jam FavorBrothers.
ites), and teaches at the top acousNow a much-in-demand ses- tic music camps around the world,
sion player in LA and Nashville, including Rob Ickes’ Reso Summit.
Michael has worked with such artBut what sets Michael apart
ists as Dwight Yoakam, Fernando (and why he has such an impresOrtega, Peter Rowan, Laurie sive resume) is his sound. He has
Lewis, Tyler Hilton, Missy Raines achingly gorgeous tone, dead-on
and The New Hip, John Paul intonation, and ideas and breaks
Jones (bassist of Led Zeppelin), that make you feel that thing deep
Sara Watkins (Nickel Creek), The in your gut when the music is just
Gibson Brothers, Dolly Parton, right. Every time I hear Michael
Joan Osborn, Willie Watson (Old play I hear something new, jawCrow Medicine Show), and Chris droppingly creative and tasteful.
Jones among others. He has played He is, simply put, one of the best
the Grand Ole Opry and Prairie resonator guitar players in the
Home Companion many times world.”
and you can hear him on hundreds
If you’d like to spend some
of records, sound tracks, commer- time with Mike and either get
cials and TV shows.
started with the dobro or kick your
Michael is a gifted and caring playing up a notch, this would be a
teacher. Over the last 15 years he good year to do that, sign up now:
has developed an effective method http://www.cbamusiccamp.org/!

Vern’s Stage bands announced!
From Page A-1
middle of the fairgrounds midway when the Main Stage is
taking a break, so we have non-stop entertainment. The Vern’s
Stage is dedicated to the very crème of the crop of California
bluegrass and old time acts. This year is exemplary with an embarrassment of riches. All the acts were hand picked from their
region by their friendly, local CBA Area VP. Some of the acts
have already played the FDF main stage in past years. There are
veterans and there are family bands. All are products of the ever
growing bluegrass and old time scene in the Golden State.
The 2013 CBA Father’s Day Bluegrass Festival Vern’s Stage
acts are, in order of appearance (subject to change) Savannah
Blue; Gold Coast; The Dim Lights; Modal Tease String Band;
The Piney Creek Weasels; Canyon Johnson; Keystone Station; Molly Tuttle and John Mailander; The Trespassers; The
Get Down Boys; Dix and Julie; Paige Anderson & the Fearless
Kin; Windy Hill; Grassfire; Rocky Neck Bluegrass Band; The
Spruce Tones. See what we mean? Our TJ has done a fantastic
job with the talent selection. This is his first year as Vern’s Stage
Coordinator. We should show our appreciation by showing up
in the comfortable Vern’s glen. See you there. Look for a schedule in the June Bluegrass Breakdown/ FDF event program.
Post script! We understand there’s a band on the cusp
of being signed for the Vern’s Stage family of players, so stay
tuned.

Windy Hill has trod the Grass Valley main
stage. This year see them up close and
personal on the Vern’s Stage.

A-

CBA Bluegrass Pickin’ Party
From Page A-1
and condiments.
The grove is near the statue of
President Garfield on JFK Drive.
Look for signs directing you to the
Bluegrass Pickin’ Picnic. There’s
plenty of room to spread out and
have several jams. Bring your instruments, friends, and family. Chairs
or blankets to sit on will be handy
too.
This year’s Pickin’ Picnic is part
of ongoing efforts to recruit new
CBA members and make it easy for
current/lapsed members to renew.
CBA members are encouraged to
bring friends who are interested in
bluegrass music and let them experience bluegrass music, live and outdoors. It’s a good way to prep them
for the upcoming festival season.
Jeanie and Chuck have been
hosting this jam for so long that
they lost count and now refer to it
as the “enth” annual Pickin’ Picnic.
It’s a great way to spend a day in
one of the most beautiful parks in
the world. The picnic area is a gem
within a gem – a little grove that
not only provides shelter from the
wind, but protects pickers from the
ubiquitous hippie drum circles.
There are some cool attractions and oddities in this corner of
the park – like the long-abandoned
horseshoe courts that are seeing a
revival, and the Conservatory of
Flowers, an impressive Victorian
edifice that houses rare and exotic
plant life. But while you’re wandering around, keep your ear cocked
for the sound of banjos, fiddles,
and guitars, along with various high
lonesome vocal stylings.
The forecast is for weather early

in the day, followed by continuing
weather throughout the afternoon
and evening. Honestly, it’s near impossible to predict what the weather
will be like. Past picnics have been
generally sunny until it starts getting
close to 5 or 6 and the fog rolls in.
Even then, it’s the mild, misty spring
fog, not the sodden, bone-chilling
fog of what the locals ironically call
“summer.”
Questions? Contact Jeanie and
Chuck at polingsf@gmail.com.
DIRECTIONS BY MUNI: Take
the 5, 21, or 33 and get off at Fulton
and Stanyan. Take the footpath that
starts at Fulton and Stanyan, cross
Conservatory Drive East, and follow the path downhill. Turn right
at the bottom of the hill, and the
Dahlias Picnic Area will be on the
left.
DIRECTIONS BY CAR: Enter
the park from Fell Street and keep
to the right to stay on JFK Drive.
Make a right at the first stop sign
onto Conservatory Drive East. Follow the curve to the top of the hill
and park anywhere along the road.
Take the path on the left that goes
downhill. At the bottom of the hill
turn right and the Dahlias Picnic
Area will be on the left.
Or you can take the second
right off of JFK Drive when you see
the “Dahlia Garden” sign. Park at
the end of that road near the Garfield statue and the Conservatory of
Flowers and look for a footpath that
will take you to the Dahlia Picnic
Area. There will be signs to guide
you.
You can also park along JFK
Drive.

Rules for dogs

CBA Summer Music Camp & FDF 2013
1. Owners must have proof of all required vaccinations, vaccinations
must be up-to-date, and dogs must have ID tags on their collars.
2. By bringing their dog to the festival the owner accepts all liability
for any injury or property damage caused by their dog and the
owner will be solely responsible for any and all cost of repairs,
fines or levies by any agency or other party. The California Bluegrass Association maintains no liability for any actions of the dog
or its owners.
3. Dogs must be on a short leash, not to exceed six (6) feet, while
being walked.
4. Dogs must be confined to a pen or a RV or on a short leash while
in camp. No free ranging tethers are allowed.
5. Owners will be required to remove their dog from the grounds if
the dog becomes a nuisance by continually barking (for a single
time or multiple short intervals) or in any other manner that disturbs other campers or people passing by. This will be strenuously
enforced.
6. Dogs should not be left alone for periods of time longer than 45
minutes to an hour.
7. Owners must clean up after their dogs. It is owner’s responsibility
to have all the necessary supplies to ensure that other festival attendees have a good experience while at the festival.
8. Dogs will only be allowed in the main camping area. Tent campers in the “Tent Only” area near Gate 4 will not be allowed to keep
dogs. Tent Campers with dogs may camp in other areas on the
fairgrounds.
9. Dogs will not be allowed at any time (during Music Camp or the
Festival) inside the fenced area (near the stages or vendor areas).
10. Dogs are not allowed in the water ditch or the lake.
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Bluegrass Camp for Kids still taking enrollees
From Page A-1

Rita Hosking brings her group to Folsom for a house concert.

Sacramento area news
By John Hettinger

In Memoriam

Joe Wilson lost his battle with
cancer and went home to be with
his Lord on Easter Sunday, March
31. Joe was a fine Christian gentleman and volunteered to share his
musical talent with others at senior
centers and nursing homes. He will
be greatly missed by all who knew
him. A memorial service honoring
Joe will be held at Sacramento Valley National Cemetery in Dixon
on Friday, April 12, at 1000 AM,
followed by a celebration of his life
at 831 Fieldstone Court in Folsom at 100 PM. Donations may
be made to Snowline Hospice of
El Dorado County. His full obituary can be read in the Folsom Telegraph, www.folsomtelegraph.com.

Nicholson’s MusiCafe,
Folsom

Nicholson Music Store has
opened their MusiCafe right next

to the store at 636 E Bidwell, Folsom. The cafe is open 700 AM to
900 PM Tuesday thru Friday &
900 AM to 600 PM on Saturday.
Nice place, good coffee & music.
They will have a bluegrass open
mic on Wednesdays at 600 PM
& & an all-genres open mic on
Fridays at 600 PM. Come enjoy
the music &/or jam with your
friends.

Rita Hosking Trio,
May 3, Folsom

The Rita Hosking Trio concert in our home (aka The Folsom
Opry House) is already starting
to fill. Don’t delay if you want to
come hear them. Donation of $15
advance (CBA members only) or
$20 for others or $20 for everyone
at the door (if seats are still available). Make your reservations via
bluegrass@shaunv.com or send a
check payable to Rita Hosking to
me at 113 Puffer Way, Folsom, CA
95630.

Randy Shelton drops by
Nicholson’s MusiCafe
By Randy Shelton
The music was exciting last night in Folsom. Last week Nicholson’s Music Co. opened a MusiCafe next door to their music store
on East Bidwell(corner of Wales). The staff has put forth a lot of effort making this a nice place to come have a snack, coffee or a soft
drink while enjoying some music. Last night, Wednesday there were
several bluegrass folks in attendance. There was an open mic hosted
by Rick Simms. Players included many CBA members. There were
two jams outside as well. Wednesday nights are bluegrass/old time
nights. There are events scheduled all week long. Look them up on
Facebook at: https://www.facebook.com/NicholsonsMusiCafe.
This venue is really nice and you can just come in and pick a tune
or two anytime.
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Do you work for PG&E
or are you a retired PG&E
worker?   We are exploring
forming a PG&E Volunteer
Team to participate during
the 2013 Father’s Day Festival.  We have a generous offer
from a current PG&E worker
to manage a team.   Send
your contact information to
Darby Brandli at darbyandbruno@comcast.net and that
info will be passed on to the
PG&E Team Leader.

out the week, students will engage
in four classes during the day, one of
which will be performing at the end
of camp. Classes include everything
from individual instruments (beginning through advanced guitar,
bass, mandolin, fiddle, and banjo),
to band classes, dance, singing, jamming, songwriting, and performing.
This is a great event to foster new
friendships and old, and bring the
enjoyment of playing music into the
life of kids and families!
Our guest instructors for the
first annual FDF Bluegrass Camp
for Kids is none other then 2012
Rockygrass Band Competition
Winners, Front Country, from the
Bay Area. Band members Adam
Roszkiewicz (Grammy nominated;
mandolin and guitar), Jacob Groopman (camp manager, mandolin and
guitar), Melody Walker (songwriting, vocals, guitar), Leif Karlstrom
(mandolin and fiddle), and Zach
Sharpe (banjo and bass) will be
teaching classes. Luke Abbott (fiddle), from Santa Cruz, who is part
of the band The Abbott Brothers,
and has years of experience teaching through his own program The
Toneway Project, and various other
camps, will join them. Program Director Kate Hamre has been running music camps all over the U.S.,
Canada, and Ireland since 2002, has
a B.S. in Elementary Education, and
is currently teaching kindergarten at

a private school in San Francisco, as
well as working towards an M.A. in
Literacy and Language.
Camp typically opens each
day at 10am with a fun group event
for the entire camp: sing-a-longs,
square dances, jams, or other activities. Children then divide into the
classes chosen when they registered:
an assortment of instruments and
levels, anywhere from Beginning
Bass, to Teen Vocals, to Advanced
Fiddle. Campers get an opportunity
to increase their knowledge about
an instrument they already play, or
start learning a new one. Two other
classes of their choice follow, with
a lunch-time, and then the campers are grouped into bands of 6-8
students per band. After these four
classes, students get to pick from an
assortment of afternoon activities
like jamming, square dances, or open
mic. The culmination of the camp is
a Camp Concert, where each band
performs for families and friends,
which will be held on Saturday at
3:30 on the Main Stage. On Friday
morning, campers will be led in an
activity by Luke Abbott, which will
also include a field trip to the Main
Stage to watch Front Country play.
Playing multiple instruments
is a great asset to a child’s musical
education, and that is why we encourage children to take multiple
instrument classes. Children are encouraged to bring their instruments
if they have one, but are also encouraged to take a new instrument class

if they are curious about that instrument, even if they do not have access
to that instrument. CBA has a great
lending library for children’s use. To
borrow an instrument, please contact Darby.
This is a great opportunity to
begin learning an instrument, or
to continue honing skills on an instrument you already know. Camp
provides fun and exciting group activities, in order to meet new friends
that play music, and be able to play
music together!

CBA Bluegrass Camp
for Kids
June 13th – 16th
Registration and more
information:
www.bluegrasscampsforkids.
com
For info call Darby Brandli
at 510-735-6364 or email
her: darbycba@gmail.com
Camp held:
9:30am–3:30pm Thursday
– Friday
10:00am-3:30pm Saturday
10:00am-12:30 Sunday
Fee:
$300
Location:
Nevada County Fairgrounds
11228 McCourtney Rd.
Grass Valley, CA
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Breaking News:
Plymouth 2013 is
on!

The 2012 Plymouth Emerging Artist Winners,
The Creak, from San Francisco will be featured
performers this year. Fans of album art will
appreciate the cover of their self titled release.

From L&S
For some of you it may be breaking news while others
may have already heard rumblings of the festival continuing.
Well any rumors you may have heard of the festival continuing are true! The 11th Annual Plymouth Bluegrassin’ in the
Foothills IS SCHEDULED for Sept 20-22, 2013 once again
at the Amador County Fairgrounds.
Here’s the catch. We need your support and help in
making Plymouth successful. Over the years many of you
have brought friends but due to many unforeseen circumstances things have not been what is needed to successfully
continue the festival. We believe in it and are doing our best
to go forward. To many, Plymouth is a fan favorite, while
others despite the desire to attend just haven’t been able to.
Our line-up will again be solid and entertaining. It is
just about complete, with the exception of the emerging artists performers and will be posted on our website (landspromotions.com) soon. Bands wishing to apply as an emerging
artist can get EA criteria from our website and submit directly to me.
Mark your calendars and buy your tickets early. Who
plans to attend the biggest little festival in the foothills? Because without you it just wouldn’t happen. Hope to see you
there. Life is good!

Tina Louise Barr dates in
California
CBA member Tina Louise Barr
will be out and about
this summer as a
main performer and
autoharp instructor
at several festivals. At
the California Autoharp Gathering during May 14 - May 19,
2013, Tina will give
a twelve-hour series
of instruction over
the first three days,
covering Beginning,
Pre-Intermediate,
Intermediate,
and
Advanced levels of
autoharp. During the
Tina Louise Barr.
rest of the festival she
will give a one-hour
workshop on melodic accuracy, three children’s workshops
on playing the spoons, and will be hosting a jam session. Tina
Louise Barr and husband John Gwinner will perform on Sunday, May 19, 2013. For more info, visit Tina’s website at www.
HighGearMusic.com
Tina and John will perform at the San Francisco Free
Folk Festival on Saturday, June 8, 2013 and she will be giving a
workshop she named, “Autoharp - Make it Sparkle”. For more
info, visit www.SFFolkFest.org/2013
At the Mountain Laurel Autoharp Gathering held from
June 25 - June 30, 2013, Tina will be giving a nine-hour workshop during two days on chromatic autoharp, as well as giving
three one-hour workshops on autoharp music arrangement,
melody refinement, and how to play blues-based rock. Tina
will give two main performances and also will host a “Peppy
Jam” session along with John. This is Tina’s third time in having been invited as a performer at this major autoharp event in
Pennsylvania. Info: www.MLAG.org/workshops

CBA MEMBERS ROCK
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Frank’s Dirty Kitchen Column - Frank Solivan II

Photo courtesy maryclairecrow.com

Open your palate

I’ve always been fascinated by
flavor. Where it comes from, how
to infuse it into dishes and why does
one person like a certain flavor and
another doesn’t. What I’ve found is
that most folks lean toward familiarity. Maybe even a predisposed
internal guide that stems from our

genetic makeup and/or how we
were raised.
Last month I mentioned that
my mother was a huge influence on
my cooking and that she would sit
me on the counter as a kid to stir
whatever she was working on. That
spurred a love for food and cooking
that continues to snowball. Her flavorful recipes ave always made me
say, “wow!” Today I’m sharing one
of those dishes.
A few years back, my dear
mother brought over some Vegan
Mac and Cheese and said, “Try
this!” I was doubtful that it would
be good. Turns out, it was awesome! I’m so glad that I adopted the
“try it at least once” attitude. Then
my approach moved into more of a
two-bite minimum, and now I try
dishes often to see if I can gain an
appreciation for things that others
dig.
I have found so many wonder-

ful flavors by taking the multi-taste
approach. Sometimes being able
to build an appreciation is just a
matter of using proper preparation techniques and other times,
it doesn’t matter. The bottom line
is that I choose to be open to new
flavors and I hope you do to.

Vegan Mac and
Cheese
Ingredients:

2 cups plain soymilk (or unsweetened almond milk or
regular milk if you prefer)
1/3 cup tamari or soy sauce
1 1/2 cups nutritional yeast
1 tablespoon paprika add to
the sauce mix when blending (using the smoky paprika to sprinkle on top is
AWESOME)
1 tablespoon garlic powder
1 tablespoon sea salt (add

to sauce mix according to
your personal taste)
3 ounces firm tofu this is ½
box of FIRM tofu (in the
vacuum pack not water
pack)
1 cup canola oil
1 lbs macaroni noodles or any
kind of shell that will hold
the sauce
1 dollop of dijon mustard
1 or 2 Tablespoons of cider
vinegar

Directions:

Preheat oven to 350°F. Boil
water in a big pot for the pasta and
make sure you add salt to the water,
then cook pasta according to directions on package.
1. In a blender, combine ALL ingredients above, (except the oil
and cooked noodles), blend
until smooth. Once the ingre-

dients are blended/pulsed in
the blender, drizzle in canola oil
slowly through the hole in the
top of the blender lid, which
allows it to emulsify. Once
blended, taste to see if you need
more salt or seasonings.
2. Once pasta is cooked and
drained, toss with at least half
of the cheese mixture then add
to a casserole pan. You want to
make sure to use enough of the
cheese sauce, so that your pasta
doesn’t come out dry. The sauce
will be absorbed by the pasta
when you bake in the oven.
Pour remainder of the cheese
sauce over the top of the pasta.
OPTIONAL: sprinkle top with
paprika and/or bread crumbs.
3. Bake until the top of the pasta
looks slightly browned and
crispy about 15-30 minutes.

frank solivan & dirtyonkitchen
the edge
“Frank Solivan & Dirty Kitchen have certainly ranked among the “buzz” bluegrass
bands…a razor sharp, confident quartet influenced by a broad range of the last four
decades of bluegrass music development.” —Bluegrass Unlimited

The new album from Frank Solivan and Dirty Kitchen, showcases one of the most exciting new
bands in bluegrass. With esteemed guests Tim O’Brien, Rob Ickes and Megan McCormick, Frank
Solivan’s tenor vocals soar over virtuosic picking provided by banjoist Mike Munford, guitarist
Chris Luquette and bassist Danny Booth.

dirtykitchenband.com
compassrecords.com

THANK YOU CBA MEMBERS .... YOU MAKE IT ALL POSSIBLE.
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CBA Old Time Gathering
From Page A-1
you might not realize that the 2013
Father’s Day Bluegrass Festival will
feature the third Old-Time Music
Gathering at the festival. There are
plenty of both organized and informal activities planned this year.

you aren’t familiar with old-time
jams, there can be some differences
from bluegrass jams. Although there
are exceptions, old-time musicians
usually don’t take breaks. We play
together in an ensemble. The fiddle
often leads tunes. The banjo plays a
mixture of melody and rhythm. The
guitar is primarily a rhythm instru-

ment. Some jams mix singing and
instrumentals. Some are all of one
or the other. If you aren’t sure what
is going on, just ask.
Old-time music is very diverse.
There are many regional styles, and
many of them have made their way
to California. Old-time music was
the popular music of the United

States roughly from the Civil War
to just before World War II. It was
the first music heard on the Grand
Ole Opry. Bill Monroe’s mother,
Malissa, and his uncle Uncle Pen
were both old-tiime fiddlers, and
Bill tried to adapt some of their style
to his mandolin. Bill told Ralph
Rinzler that he had studied old-time

music more closely than anyone else
in the country. The links between
old-time and bluegrass are both
deep and wide. The Father’s Day
Festival will demonstrate those links
in many ways and at many times.
We hope to see you there and at the
CBA’s Golden Old-Time Campout
at Lake Sonoma, August 22 to 25.

Redwood Bluegrass Associates
Presents

The Tuttles with A.J. Lee

Saturday, May 18, 2013
Tickets $20 advance, $22 at the door

Earl White’s Stringband will play the
main stage and the square dance.
There are two headliner oldtime bands: Tom, Brad, and Alice
and the Earl White String Band.
Tom is Tom Sauber, who has performed frequently at our festival,
including last year with Loafer’s
Glory. Brad is Brad Leftwich, one
of the best-known Appalachian fiddlers and banjo players around. Alice is Alice Gerrard of Hazel and Alice and numerous other bands. They
will play on Thursday and Friday and
will lead a workshop on old-time
singing, too. Earl White is another
powerful Appalachian fiddler who
has put together a powerful fourperson band which will perform
on Saturday and Sunday, including
the Saturday evening square dance,
which will be called by Erik Hoffman.
There are two California showcase bands who play old-time music
this year: Lonesome Holler String
Band and Little Black Train. Vern’s
also features two old-time bands:
the Piney Creek Weasels and Modal
Tease String Band. On Friday evening, there will be an old-time jam
and party. There will be workshops
on topics related to old-time music
(check the schedule), and there will
be lots of jamming in the campground.
If you are already an aficionado or player of old-time music,
you will find lots to do and lots of
fun at Grass Valley. If you aren’t
sure what it is or want to hear more,
check out the above activities. Take
a walk over to Old-Time Hill (near
the Gazebo) and look for a jam. If

"Hometown heroes" return for the annual
update of a remarkable musical journey.
Since last appearing on the RBA stage,
Molly Tuttle won the Chris Austin
Songwriting contest at Merlefest, with her
original composition "Walden," and Molly
and Jack were runners-up in the Prairie
Home Companion duet contest. A.J. Lee
was featured in a Mother Jones magazine
article, "Could This Kid Be the Next Alison
Krauss?"
Their musical sources and repertoire are
varied and ever-changing, but remain
rooted in bluegrass. As Kathy Kallick notes. "The picking is HOT and the singing is complex
and gorgeous. Molly has a voice that is unique and very traditional at the same time, rich and
sweet and incredibly moving. When she blends that voice with A.J., well, chills up and down
my spine! A.J.'s voice has contemporary bluegrass sound that matches fragility with strength
and confidence. Michael and Sullivan played virtuoso solos that made me burst into laughter,
as I do when music delights and amazes me."
The Tuttles with A.J. Lee are:
Molly Tuttle (19) - vocals, guitar, banjo
A.J. Lee (14) - vocals, mandolin
Sullivan Tuttle (16) - guitar
Michael Tuttle (14) - mandolin
Jack Tuttle (ageless) - acoustic bass, fiddle, vocals

To purchase tickets in advance:
By Mail: RBA, PO Box 390515, Mountain View, CA 94039. Please enclose a self addressed stamped envelope with your check
or money order and be sure to tell us how many tickets you want to order and for which shows. Any mail orders received less
than 10 days prior to the show will be held at the door.
k In-Person: Gryphon Stringed Instruments, 211 Lambert Ave., Palo Alto (Cash, Check or credit cards are accepted.)
k Web: Ticketweb at www.rba.org/tickets.html (Note Ticketweb applies a service charge.)
k

All concerts take place at the First Presbyterian Church of Mountain View
1667 Miramonte Ave (at Cuesta Dr.) Mountain View
5:00 pm: Pre-show jam session; 7:00 pm: Doors open; 7:30 pm: Showtime
for more information: www.rba.org or 650-691-9982
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Bluegrass Etc. concert in Los Olivos, May 4
Presented by Peter Feldmann, Bluegrass Etc. performs a
hard-hitting show of instrumental expertise, vocal precision and
stage personality that never fails
to entertain. The group is well
known internationally and tours
more than eighteen countries per

Your Membership
in the

California
Bluegrass
Association
makes so
many good things
happen for so
many people at

such a bargain!

CBA
CLASSIFIED
ADS

LESSONS
LEARN BLUEGRASS MANDOLIN WITH TOM BEKENY.
Beginner, intermediate, and advanced students welcome. Contact Tom at 510-528-4039 or
tombekeny@sbcglobal.net
BANJO LESSONS WITH
ALLEN HENDRICKS of Hendricks Banjos, the California
Quickstep and formerly of the
South Loomis Quickstep. I teach
all styles of five-string banjo playing that can be done with finger
picks. All levels from rank beginner to accomplished player who
may need additional direction to
take his or her playing to a higher
level. Private individual lessons
as well as teaching your group to
compliment each other’s styles
and abilities. I teach at my own
private studio in the Sacramento
Area. I also teach in my home
just north of Placerville. I play
banjo, I make banjos, and I sometimes buy and sell banjos and
other stringed instruments. For
further information or to schedule
lesson times, please call 916-6149145 or 530-622-1953.

year, performing more than 200
shows annually at festivals and
in concert. BLUEGRASS ETC
consists of John Moore (mandolin, guitar, vocals), Dennis
Caplinger (banjo, fiddle, vocals)
and Steve Spurgin (bass, vocals).
Advance tickets are available

on-line at BlueGrassWest.com
and at The Book Loft on Mission
Drive in Solvang. Doors open at
7:30 PM. Suggested donation at
the door is $15.00. St. Marks is
located 3 blocks west of the flagpole in downtown Los Olivos,
CA.

Bluegrass Etc.

St. Marks In The Valley
2901 Nojoqui Avenue, Los Olivos, CA
Saturday, May 4th, 8:00 PM
Visit: http://www.bluegrasswest.com/tickets.htm for
tickets: $15.00. Info: 805 688-9894

CBA Summer Music CampÑ2013 Registration Form
Name_____________________________________________________________ Age, if under 18__________
first

nickname?

last

Address___________________________________________________________________________________
Town________________________________________________State___________Zip___________________
E-mail or Fax______________________________________________________________________________
Phone, home:________________________ cell:________________________ work:_____________________
Morning Class ChoiceÑcheck one, or indicate first and second choice.
Please see Instructors page of website for descriptions and prerequisites for each class.
____ Banjo, bluegrass, level 1
____ Banjo, bluegrass, level 2/3
____ Banjo, old-time, level 2/3
____ Bass, level 1
____ Bass, level 2/3
____ Dobro, level 1
____ Dobro, level 2/3

Indicates full
class - waiting
list only

____ Guitar, with vocals, level 1
____ Fiddle, level 1
____ Guitar, rhythm, level 2
____ Fiddle, bluegrass, level 2/3
____ Guitar, solos, level 2
____ Fiddle, old-time, level 2/3
____ Vocals, style
____ Mandolin, level 1
____ Vocals, harmony
____ Mandolin, level 2
____ Band lab,* bluegrass
____ Mandolin, level 3
____ Band lab,* old-time
*your instrument(s)___________________

Sign up early for best choice of classes! You may change your class up until February 1st (if there's still room).

Please check if applicable:
______ This is my first time at this camp. I heard about it from_______________________________________
______ I am a CBA member.
______ IÕm under 18. My parentÕs or guardianÕs name is ___________________________________________
Cost:
$__________ Tuition Postmarked by May 1st--$330; after May 1st--$380 (See FAQs page on website for
$__________ Meals (optional)--$100 (includes Sun. dinner thru Wed. lunch)
scholarship information)
$ __________ Wednesday night lasagna dinner--$10
______ Check here for vegetarian meals
Name(s) of additional person(s) for meals, if any _____________________________________
$__________ Tent Camping (optional)--$27 per adult
Name(s) of additional person(s) for camping, if any____________________________________
$__________ RV camping (optional) $60 per site, RVs
$__________ RV with electrical (optional) $110 per site, RVs for entire week with electrical
$___________ Camp T-shirt (optional) $15 (or XXL $20) Circle size: S M L XL XXL & style: MenÕs WomenÔs
Our new T-shirt design can be viewed on the WhatÕs New page of our website.
$__________ Contribution to scholarship fund (optional--help a low-income camper come to camp!)
$__________ Enrollment fee for your child (or sibling) for morning Kids FunGrass program--$50 per child
child's name(s) and age(s):________________________________________________________
$__________ Total amount enclosed
Send this form, filled out, with payment (checks payable to CBA Music Camp) to: CBA Music Camp
We will contact you within a week, AFTER registration opens. Please wait one week! PO Box 765
then if you havenÕt heard back, contact us to confirm your registration status.
Bellingham, WA
You are not enrolled until you receive conÞrmation and a registration code.	

	

	

98227-0765
Questions? check the frequently asked questions (FAQs) on our website: www.cbamusiccamp.org
or contact directors Janet Peterson and Peter Langston at CBAcamp@psl.to or call 360-647-0741.
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Music Camp in the Sierra Nevada Gold Country!
July 7 – 13 and July 14 – 20, 2013
 Work in small classes with renowned instructors, including Wayne Henderson, Mike Stadler and Steve
Kritzer on guitar, Missy Raines on bass, Steve Baughman and Josh Rabie on banjo, Kenny Feinstein,
Robin Flower and Topher Gayle on mandolin, Alice Gerrard and Carol McComb on harmony singing,
and much more.
 Join classes and workshops in other styles, including folk, blues, swing, jazz, country, Celtic, and more,
taught by well-known teachers.
 Classes at all levels in guitar, mandolin, bass, slide guitar, fiddle, singing, ukulele, songwriting, and more.
Learn how to adapt your bluegrass licks into jazz and swing or other styles!
 Lots of jamming, plus dances, faculty & student concerts, special daily workshops, hiking & swimming.
 Make it a musical vacation in the historic Sierra Nevada Gold Country, for one week or two!
 The camp is held at an established facility with dining hall, spaces for classes and jamming, a swimming
pool, cabins with bathrooms, and shower and restroom facilities for tent campers. The site is wooded,
with level terrain at 4,000 feet elevation, 45 minutes northeast of Auburn.
 Camp runs for seven days, six nights and includes all meals and snacks, instruction, activities and
lodging in cabins, tents, or your RV. Scholarships available.

Get class, faculty & camp info and SEE NEW VIDEOS at

www.musiccamp.org/cba
a view from camp

Email info@musiccamp.org or call 650-306-0399 with questions.
We’ll see you at camp! Bring a friend!

Since 1992

Bluegrass Breakdown
California Bluegrass Association’s
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38th Annual

June 13-16
2013

May 2013

Father’s Day Bluegrass Festival

Under the tall pines
of the Nevada
County Fairgrounds,
Grass Valley, CA

Rhonda Vincent and the Rage

1st Generation Bluegrass Pioneer!

Blue Highway

Michael Cleveland & Flamekeeper

Melvin Goins
and Windy Mountain

Larry Stephenson Band
featuring banjo great Kenny Ingram!

CBA Emerging Artist

Della Mae

Special Consensus

The Earl White Stringband
Front Country
California Showcase Bands:
Red Dog Ash * The BladeRunners * Lonesome Holler Band * Oak Grove * Little Black Train
Tom, Brad and Alice

Plus CBA’s Kids On Bluegrass on the main stage, many more fine acts on the Vern’s stage.
Three stages of entertainment, camping, workshops, kids programs, dances, vendors, late night food & coffee and...

lots of jamming!
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Come and join us in our 38th Annual Fathers’ Day Weekend Bluegrass Festival
at the Nevada County Fairgrounds in Grass Valley, California!
Four days of family fun, jamming, workshops, Children’s Programs, Luthier’s
Pavilion, Kids on Bluegrass, camping on site and the best in Bluegrass and Old Time
Music on stage under the beautiful pine trees.
Things You Should Know

•NO PETS are allowed on the festival grounds before or during the festival, except those belonging to owners who
comply with our dog and cat policies. Please see our website or inquire at 209-588-9214.
•Camping is in the rough on the festival site beginning Sunday, June 9 through Wednesday, June 12 for a fee of $20
per unit per night (lots of grass and big pine trees), on a first-come, first-served basis. Designated tent only camping
area available. Guaranteed electric only sites available - see below for fee information.
•Limited number of campsites for handicapped persons. Advance reservations required by May 1, 2013.
•Camping during the festival is included in 3 and 4 day tickets.
•Food and soft drink concessions on site, (picnic baskets and coolers permitted - no glass, please).
•Bring lawn chairs or blankets for seating. Audience area is a grassy lawn with trees.
•Festival is held rain or shine -- ABSOLUTELY NO REFUNDS.

Where is the Festival Site?

The Nevada County Fairgrounds is located at 11228 McCourtney Road in the town of Grass Valley, California. From
Sacramento, take Interstate 80 east to the town of Auburn. Take the Hwy. 49 - Grass Valley exit and go north about 28
miles. There are signs on the highway directing you to the fairgrounds -- about 2 miles.
~ ADVANCE Ticket Order Form ~

Advance Discount Tickets
(3/1/13 - 5/31/13)
CBA Member Tickets
4-DayAdult............................... $125
4-Day Senior (65 & over)......... $115
4-Day Teen (16-18).................... $60
3-Day Adult ............................. $105
3-Day Teen ............................... $45
Non-Member Ticket Prices
4-Day Adult..............................$150
4-Day Senior (65 & over)......... $140
4-Day Teen (16-18)....................$60
3-Day Adult..............................$130
3-Day Teen (16-18)....................$45
Single Day Tickets
No discounts available
Thursday........... Adult $35/Teen $15
Friday................ Adult $50/Teen $20
Saturday............ Adult $55/Teen $25
Sunday...............Adult $35/Teen $15

GATE TICKET PRICES
4-Day Adult
$160
4-Day Teen (16-18)
$70
3-Day Adult
$130
3-Day Teen (16-18)
$55
Children 15 & Under FREE with
a paid adult admission.
NO MEMBER DISCOUNTS
ON GATE TICKETS.

Camping is included in all
3 and 4 day tickets. Early
camping opens Sunday,
June 9. Camping fees are
$20 per night per unit (RVs),
$15 per night per unit (tents)
on a first come, first-served
basis from Sunday, June 9
through Wednesday, June
12.
Designated tent camping
area available.
Special campsites with
guaranteed electricity
spaces @$110 each with advance reservations (Monday
thru Sunday).
Handicapped campers who
need special accommodations must make advance
reservations by May 1, 2013.
Please call JohnSkaar at
509-427-8928 or e-mail:
skaarjohn@gmail.com
for information and
reservations.

Please send me the following Advance Discount tickets to the CBA’s 38th Annual Father’s Day
Weekend Bluegrass Festival:
____
____
____
____
____
____
____

CBA Member Tickets
4-Day Adult @ $125
4-Day Senior @$115
4-Day Teen (16-18) @$60
3-Day Adult (Th/Fri/Sat) @$105*
3-Day Teen (16-18) (Th/Fri/Sat) @$45*
3-Day Adult (Fri/Sat/Sun) @$105*
3-Day Teen (16-18) (Fri/Sat/Sun) @$45*

Non-Member Tickets
____ 4-Day Adult @$150
____ 4-Day Senior @$140
____ 4-Day Teen @$60
____ 3-Day Adult (Th/Fri/Sat) @$130*
____ 3-Day Teen (16-18) (Th/Fri/Sat) @$45*
____ 3-Day Adult (Fri/Sat/Sun) @$130*
____ 3-Day Teen (16-18) (Fri/Sat/Sun) @$45*
•Please specify which 3 days
____
____
____
____

Single Day Tickets

Thursday Only @ $35
Friday Only @ $50
Saturday Only @ $55
Sunday Only @ $35

Name		
Address		
City
State _____Zip
Phone			

____
____
____
____

Teen @ $15
Teen @$20
Teen @$25
Teen @$15

Camping Reservations:
____ nights Pre-festival tent camping
@$15 per night (first-come, firstserved) for a total of $________
____ nights Pre-festival RV camping
@$20 per night (first-come, firstserved) for a total of $________
____ Reserved space with guaranteed
electricity @$110 per space.
(6/10/13 - 6/16/13)
CBA Member No. ____________
Date of Order _______________
Total for Tickets ________________
Total for Camping _______________
Total Enclosed______________
Mail ticket order form, a SELF ADDRESSED, STAMPED BUSINESSSIZED ENVELOPE,
and check or
money order payable to the California
Bluegrass Association (CBA) to:

CBA Festival Tickets
John Erwin
P.O.Box 2262
Vacaville, CA 95696-2262

Email

Advance Discount Ticket Order Form -- Deadline 5/31/13

For Credit Card orders visit www.cbaontheweb.org -- NO REFUNDS.
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Roger Siminoff

The Luthier’s Corner - Roger Siminoff
Q: In the last issue of the Breakdown, you described the difference between round strings and
strings that were hex shaped, and you said that the
hex strings didn’t sound as good. Why is that, and
if that is true, why do so many people use them?

A: Thank you for noticing that comment. What I
said in my last column was “Without getting into
too much detail, there are some acoustical problems
with this [hex] wire because it is not perfectly hexagonal, but they are so minimal that we use the wire because it is more durable than round wire.”
Actually, I was describing the difference between plain-wound strings (wound strings with a
round core wire) and hex-wound strings (wound strings with a hex core wire) – see Fig. 1.

hear.
(I didn’t forget your question, but I feel the background is both important and interesting.)
Once the string is attacked and set in a sideways motion, the string begins to move in an
orbit, first responding to the direction of the attack and then moving in an axis that is somewhat perpendicular to the soundboard (head) (Fig. 2). The up and down motion is the result
of something called a “restoring force.” A restoring force is energy stored in the musical instrument that is then sent back to the strings or to some other part of the instrument. In essence,
it stores and then “restores” energy that was sent to it. Since the soundboard and bridge can
only move up and down on both fixed bridge and movable bridge instruments, the restoring
force that goes to the strings is an up and down movement that likewise drives the strings up
and down.
This orbital motion keeps changing after the string is picked. How fast it changes depends
on many of things including, but not limited to, all of the methods of attack described above,
the gauge of the strings, stiffness of the soundboard (head), frequencies to which the strings
and the instrument’s parts are tuned, and more. And, of course, it depends on how soon after
the first attack the string is attacked again.
Now to your question. As the name implies, hexagonal core strings have six sides, or more
specifically three biases (Fig. 3). So, they are prone to vibrate more easily in either of the three
directions that favor their three faces. This means that when they are played, they do not always vibrate in a nicely sequencing orbit. Without outside interference, they will vibrate in
orbits that favor their three faces. If we are lucky when we install our strings to get two of
the faces to be parallel to the soundboard (head), the strings will be more responsive to the

Fig. 1. Until the mid-1950s, wound strings featured a round core wire (left). The introduction of hex-core strings provided for a better locking of the wrap or cover wire onto the hexcore (center) wire.
I’ll try not to get too deep into this, but the phenomena that occurs when strings are
picked is a rather interesting thing to study. If you have been following my column for a while,
you might remember me discussing the five means of “attack.” Specifically, these are: intensity
of attack, method of attack, duration of attack, location of attack, and direction of attack.
Intensity of attack speaks for itself and basically refers to how hard a string is struck. Method
of attack refers to the stimulus that sets the string in motion such as the difference between
flat picks, steel finger picks, a fiddle’s bow, the leather- or felt-covered hammers of the hammer
dulcimer, and fingerpicking where the skin contacts the strings. The duration of attack refers
to how long the string is set in motion during the attack, and in this regard, consider the continuous motion of the fiddle bow, the brief attack of a metal finger pick, and the attack and
release of the hammer dulcimer’s hammer. Location of attack refers to where on the string’s
length the string is excited (picked, bowed, etc.). Most bluegrass pickers are particularly sensitive to the difference in tone when playing close to the bridge as compared to further away
from the bridge. Last is the direction of attack, and this method sparks some rather interesting
issues.
When strings are first picked, they are driven in a sideways motion as a result of the direction in which they are picked. Mandolin and guitar players use flat picks, and their picking
motion is mostly sideways (see Fig. 2).  The banjo player’s fingerpicks excite the string in a

Fig. 2. When strings are first attacked, they vibrate in the direction of the attack (arrow).
After fractions of a second they begin to vibrate in an orbit that typically ends up being
somewhat perpendicular to the soundboard (right).
more upward motion, but basically the initial attack is mostly sideways. FIG2
Hopefully, the first thing that jumps into your mind is “if the strings are excited in a
sideways motion, how do they set the soundboard (head in the case of the banjo) in an up and
down motion?” Good question! Actually, they don’t. As I have discussed in several previous
columns, two things happen: 1) when the strings are brought up to pitch and tensioned, they
exert a force on the bridge, which on movable bridge instruments (mandolins, banjos, etc.)
pushes the bridge down onto the soundboard (head). On fixed bridge instruments, such as
the steel string guitar, there is no down pressure. Instead, the bridge is pulled forward and the
soundboard under the bridge is twisted forward; and 2) in both of these cases, the soundboards are loaded – like a gun being cocked – and the soundboards respond to a) the string’s
energy transferred to the bridge, and b) the soundboards’ loaded energy being released. The
combination of these two forces is what drives the soundboard to produce the sound that we

Fig. 3. Hex-core strings vibrate in orbits that favor the three facing flats or sides of the hex
wire (left). This greatly exaggerated illustration of a non-perfect hex-wire shows how the
string will tend to vibrate in orbits that favor the thinnest cross-section of the wire. We have
no control how these strings will be positioned once they are installed on the instrument,
and the orbit may not favor a perpendicular axis to the soundboard.
instrument’s restoring force and will produce a little bit more amplitude (loudness). But, it is
purely luck to install them that way because the wrap wire is round, and we have absolutely no
control over how the core wire sits on the bridge. FIG3
To make matters worse, hex strings are made into their hexagonal shape by drawing round
wire through hexagonal-shaped dies at a high speed, and these dies do wear. The worn dies
produce shapes that are not truly hexagonal, so it is altogether possible that a string might be
installed on your instrument with the greatest flat sides facing sideways as shown in Fig. 3.
Round-core wires don’t have this problem, and many pickers (including me) have felt that
round-core wires sound more consistent, richer, smoother, and cleaner than hex-core strings.
For many years Herb Hagle – the president of National Musical String Company in New
Brunswick, NJ, the original makers of Black Diamond strings – believed in the tonal properties of round-core strings and that is all they made. Today, Black Diamond strings is owned
by D’Addario, and all the strings they produce have hex core because of the manufacturing
efficiencies I spoke about in the last issue of The Breakdown.
The upshot is that hex-core strings provide a tighter wrap-wire that is less prone to unraveling, but the downside is that strings with hex-cores can sound different from set to set
depending on how true the hex core is and exactly how the strings are oriented on the instrument when the strings are installed. Considering the overall sound of the instrument, it
doesn’t make a huge difference, but for those of you who sit and focus on sound coming from
your instrument, the difference may be noticeable.
So there’s my long-winded response about why hex core strings are not as consistent
acoustically.
Q: What is your take on varnish finish. Is it worth the extra price most builders ask and
does it produce better sound?
A:  Just considering the finish medium itself, and comparing lacquer to varnish - with both
at the same finish thickness - the difference in tonal production is so slight as to be barely
perceptible. However, if you are considering varnish that is applied using the French polish
technique, where the finish is wiped on and then reduced to a thin smooth coat by rubbing
the varnish with a combination of alcohol and natural oil, then varnish is better from a standpoint of tone and amplitude. Even though lacquer finishes are typically wet-sanded during the
finishing process (which reduces the overall thickness of the lacquer), instruments that have
been varnished and French polished are left with a much thinner coat of finish. However, the
thin varnished and French polished coat is less durable than the typical 10-12 coats of wetContinued on A-16
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Arkansas Traveler
© 2013 by Wayne Erbsen

“The Arkansas Traveler” is one
of most recognizable and popular
old-time fiddle tunes played today.
The tune was first printed on February 23, 1847. The skit that goes
with the tune is said to go back to
the 1820s, and some have credited
it to Colonel Sandford C. Faulkner,
who became known as “The Arkansas Traveler.” The setting of the skit
is a farmer playing the fiddle on the
front porch of his ramshackle cabin
in rural Arkansas. Up rides a city
slicker on a horse who is beyond
lost. Their conversation is captured
in the dialog.
This version of the “Arkansas Traveler” is from The Arkansas
Traveler Songster, 1864.
Stranger: How do you do?
Old Man: I do as I please.
Stranger: How long have you been
living here?
Old Man: Do you see that mountain thar? Well, that was thar
when I come here.
Stranger: Can I stay here tonight?
Old Man: No, ye can’t stay here.
Stranger: How long will it take me
to get to the next tavern?
Old Man: Well you’ll not get thar
at all, if you stand that foolin’
with me all night!
Stranger: Well, how far do you call
it to the next tavern?
Old Man: I reckon it’s upwards of
some distance!
Stranger: I am very dry – do you
keep any spirts in your house?
Old Man: Do you think my house

is haunted? They say there’s
plenty down in the graveyard.
Stranger: How do they cross the
river ahead?
Old Man: The ducks swim across.
Stranger: How far is it to the forks
in the road?
Old Man: I’ve been livin’ here nigh
on 20 years and no road ain’t
forked yit.
Stranger: Give me some satisfaction, if you please, sir. Where
does this road go to?
Old Man: Well, it hain’t moved a
step since I’ve been here.
Stranger: Why don’t you cover you
house? It’s raining.
Old Man: When it’s rainin’ I can’t
and it’s not rainin,’ it don’t leak.
Stranger: Why don’t you play the
second part of that tune?
Old Man: If you are a better player
than I am, you can play it yourself. I’ll bring the fiddle out to
you. I don’t want you in here.
(Stranger plays the second part of
the tune).
Old Man: Git over the fence, and
come in here and sit down. I
didn’t know you could play.
You can board here, if you want
to. Kick that dog off that stool,
and sit down and play it over - I
want to hear it again.
(Stranger plays the second part
again).
Old Man: Our supper is ready now.
Won’t you have some with us.
Stranger: If you please.
Old Man: What you take, tea or
coffee?
Stranger: A cup of tea, if you
please.
Old Man: Sall, git the grubbin-

hoe, and go dig some sassafras,
quick!
Stranger: (to little boy) Bub, give
me a knife and fork, if you
please.
Boy: We hain’t got no knives and
forks, sir.
Stranger: then give me a spoon.
Boy: We hain’t got no spoons neither.
Stranger: Well, how do you do?
Boy: Tolerable, thank you; how do
you do, sir?
The stranger, finding such
poor accommodations, and
thinking
his
condition could
be bettered by
leaving, soon
departed, and
at last succeeded in finding
a tavern, with
better fare. He
has never had
the courage to
visit Arkansas
since!

arrangements of “Arkansas Traveler” as well as 15 other great tunes
can be found on my CD entitled
“Southern Mountain Classics.” To
help students learn the 16 tunes on
this CD, I’ve written five instruction books: Southern Mountain
Banjo Southern Mountain Fiddle,
Southern Mountain Mandolin,
Southern Mountain Guitar, and
Southern Mountain Dulcimer. All
are available from Native Ground
Books & Music. http://www.nativeground.com/
For a free catalog of instruc-

Wayne Erbsen

Wayne Erbsen’s Log Cabin Music

tion books and songbooks for fiddle,
bluegrass and clawhammer banjo,
mandolin, guitar and fiddle, give
a call to Native Ground Books &
Music, (828) 299-7031, email
banjo[at]nativeground.com.

If
you’d
like to learn to
play “Arkansas
Traveler” on
clawhammer
banjo, fiddle,
mandolin,
guitar, or dulcimer, I have
just the thing.
Beginning,
intermediate
and advanced

The Old Time Rambler By Geff Crawford
Airline travel tips
In this edition of the Old-Time
Rambler, I present some airline travel
tips for old-time musicians.
1. Have a destination. Since you will
be relying on the kindness of others, the assistance of others, and the
funds of others, it’s a good idea to at
least pretend you know where you’re
going.

staff rain on your parade. Keep your
dream alive.
5. Proceed through security in a serious manner. Jokes are not appropriate at this point. Carry a copy of this
article to help verify that you have no
interest in anything funny.

3. Pack strategically. You’ll need
clothes, probably. Supplies for personal hygiene are recommended.
(You can always look up “hygiene”
after you’re finished reading this article.) Okay, that should do it, you’re
off to the airport!

6. On arrival at the gate, you will either be 7 minutes late for takeoff, or
3-1/2 hours early, knowing you and
your planning habits. Carry your instrument behind your back, with its
strap over your shoulder and your
body turned as best you can to conceal the case. This may require you to
walk in an unusual way, which could
result in you qualifying as a preboarding passenger needing assistance. Resist this, as your concealed
case will probably be confiscated and
detonated.

4. Mentally prepare yourself to be
asked to play your banjo or fiddle as
a way to confirm that it’s really yours
and that you have the Constitutional
right to try to convince the gate staff
to allow it as a carry-on. Don’t let the
fact that no old-time musician has
ever been asked to play for airport

7. If you find yourself with extra time
before boarding, take out your instrument and begin playing. If your
traveling companion(s) also play(s)
old-time music(s) [sorry, got carried
away], make it a jam. This will either
(a) result in your fellow passengers
being appreciative of you alleviating

2. Buy yourself a ticket. (In case #1
doesn’t work.)

their boredom while waiting, entertaining their children before the
flight, and insisting that you board
ahead of them as a thank-you, or (b)
it won’t.
8. Once onboard, claim your seat
and your copy of the Sky Mall catalog. The first thing you notice is that
most of the Sky Mall items relate to
providing physical comfort. (Let’s
see—you have no foot room, much
less leg room, and you can’t recline
your seat the allotted 1.5 inches until
you reach 10,000 feet, but, oh look,
the helpful folks at Sky Mall are right
there to make it all better.) Dog beds,
neck pillows, foot baths, sleep masks,
noise cancelling dog beds, noise cancelling neck pillows, noise cancelling
foot baths, and noise cancelling sleep
masks. And check out the energy
protein detox weight loss meal replacement toddler growth shot. Or
the top grain leather covered organizer with innovative binder-style rings
that help keep paper under control:
pen holder (pen included!) offers
writing opportunities at the touch
of a finger; keep phone numbers, addresses, appointments, play games,
write messages, the possibilities are

endless; opening page provides handy
space for you to note where you keep
your smart phone, with which you
can do all these things without bothering with an overpriced high school
notebook. You may be an old-time
musician, but you’re not brain-dead.
9. If you happen to have a right-side
window seat and the flight isn’t full,
try this clever maneuver to give yourself more elbow room. Get up and
retrieve your fiddle or banjo from
the overhead bin, sit back down and
get tuned up, and by the time you’ve
finished the A part of Old Jimmy
Sutton, the air-stabbing bow tip or
uncontrollable peg head waving in
the faces of your seatmates will have
driven them to a seat upgrade or at
least whimpering in the loo for the
duration. You’re welcome.
10. After touchdown, try to remember that a banjo in a hardshell case
weighs somewhere around 40 kg
itself. (2.2 times 40--I’ll wait.) As it
tumbles erratically into your arms
from the overhead, the other passengers will again graciously give
you wide berth, probably all the way
to baggage claim. Just think, first in

line at baggage claim! Of course, as
any math grad student will tell you,
a baggage carousel is topologically
equivalent to a flattened donut or a
banjo head with a hole punched in it,
so there is no “first in line”. (Although
many would like to be first in line to
punch that hole.)
11. Finally, find the shuttle to the
parking lot. Try to remember which
section you parked in, then recall
that you didn’t bring a car this time,
because you don’t have a car, and even
if you did, you’re not at home. Return
to the terminal to meet your ride, who
has by this time given up on you and
gone home to bed. Get comfortable
and have a few tunes--another chance
to be a goodwill ambassador for oldtime music, and to find out just how
early in the morning they start baking at Cinnabon. Happy trails!
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I stole that title from Jeanie Ramos’ CBA website welcome message
of February 24, but the story below is
my own.  Jeanie is one of our members who has a soft spot for vintage
steam railroading and/or railroading
songs.  Among the others are Michael
Sharps, George Martin, Wayne Erb-

sen, yours truly, and no doubt other
people whose interests I’m less aware
of.
For my dad’s birthday, in March,
I sent him a recording of me playing
various songs on mountain dulcimer
or banjo.  He is a railroading fan, so
I included “Wabash Cannonball,”
“Fireball Mail,” and “I’ve Been Work-
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Cliff Compton

Train of Thought

The healing that it brings
And she had these long beautiful fingers
And when I saw her the first time with her little purple face
I thought she looked royal though the doctors said something
about too many red blood cells
But those long beautiful fingers…
And I showed her the piano
As I held her in my arms
And I showed everyone those fingers
And I told her those are piano fingers
And everyone said
Uh huh
And as she grew I gave her lessons
And I was hard on her
And she never felt the joy
And she quit and never went back
And now those beautiful fingers type all day long
And the piano sits silent
In my living room
Miles from her home
And Jennifer came in carrying her guitar
And she said do you want play some music dad?
And did I want the sun to shine?
And did I want to drink from the river of life?
And I pulled out the Martin
And she did one of mine
An old gospel number
I didn’t realize she remembered
And Troy came in from the bedroom
With his guitar
And Scotty with the banjo
And we played
And for a time
All was right with the world
And when I was young, and my father was alive
I sat at the piano with my father
As he did the musical notation on some simple song I’d written
And I played with block chords
The simple melody
And I remembered that he smiled
And what can we give them
These children of ours
Do we leave them the riches of this old world
Do we leave them with the road to power
With the skills to navigate the impossible by-ways
With fire to burn and scorch
With claws to climb the ladder of success
Or maybe we see in their hands
The softness that will hold a song
And the heart that will support it
And healing that it brings

ing on the Railroad” among the videos.  (It was split about 50-50 between
playing the melody and strumming
the chords, with occasional vocal accompaniment.)  I’ll have more to say
about the video-making process in a
future column.  My recent creations
are private ones, but before the summer is over, I plan to have some up on
YouTube.
In 2009, I took Amtrak to go
visit Dad in Oregon.   It was a 16hour overnight trip.   Among the
things I heard on my iPod in the early
morning (thanks to the randomizing Shuffle Mode) was Arlo Guthrie singing “City of New Orleans”:  
“Good morning America how are
you?  Don’t you know me; I’m your
native son.  I’m the train they call The
City of New Orleans.  I’ll be gone five
hundred miles when the day is done.”  
That stroke of random chance made
me smile widely.
In Jeanie’s column, she mentioned a video co-produced by her
friend Paula Lane.   It is part-documentary and part-music-video,
about the Orphan Train events of
the early 1900s.   That film, entitled
“Child of Troubled Times,” can be
watched at <www.youtube.com/
watch?v=59V0-_pvSpo>.   It is only
ten minutes long; and if you like
trains, Dobros, or ladies singing, it
is worth your time to watch.  It was
shown at both “Bluegrass On Broadway” and the “Bakersfield Great 48,”
earlier this year.
The Schwartz family (the “Oak
Grove Bluegrass Band”) occasionally
sings “Orphan Train.”   When I first
heard them do it, Max was a pre-teen.  
I really liked the way his young voice
sounded, melancholy and pleading,
“Take us in, we have rode the Orphan
Train.  Take us in, we need a home,
we need a name.  Take us in, oh won’t
you be our kin?  We are looking for
someone to take us in.”  It would have
been a tear-jerker if they had recorded a music video at that time:  Then15-year-old Nate being the “head of
the family,” Max singing plaintively,
and 6-year-old Tessa playing fiddle
and looking precious; with Bob and
Gail off-camera, just providing musical accompaniment.
I ran across this heartwarming
story, involving five brothers who
rode the Orphan Train, who managed to reunite in adulthood:  <www.
today.com/id/50890662/site/todayshow/ns/today-books/t/americanstory-raised-apart-brothers-thrive>.
If you like reading ... and banjos
... and trains – and especially if you
were ever a teenaged boy – you owe it

to yourself to read “The Banjo Player,”
by Elizabeth Starr Hill.  The historical
fiction novel is about an orphan train
refugee, who makes a life for himself
as a minstrel banjo player aboard a
paddle-wheel steamboat.  Except for
the fact that the protagonist is an orphan, this story encapsulates many of
my youthful fantasies into one story.  
In case you’re wondering, 6 musical
instruments are played and 19 songs
are sung or mentioned throughout
the course of the book.  (Yes, I actually took notes.)
If you’d like to expand your collection of railroading-related music,
check out the CDs offered by Greg
Schindel at <www.trainsinger.com>.  
While not bluegrass, these should
interest anyone who has read this far
into my column.  Greg is a longtime
entertainer for the California Western Railroad (“The Skunk Train”) in
Willits.   Recalling her ride on that
train, Jeanie Ramos says that “as he
walked from car to car, he sang every
train song I’ve ever heard.”   To read
her February 24 message, search the
welcome message archives at <www.
cbaontheweb.org/welcomeArchive.
asp>.
For probably two years now,
bluegrassers and railfans have been
getting together every second Saturday at the Santa Clara Train Depot
at Noon to 3pm.  <www.sbhrs.org>  
This is part “standard bluegrass jam”
and part “public education endeavor,”
with a dose of historical railroading
culture mixed in.  That assessment is
based on feedback from participants;
I haven’t yet been there myself.  I’m
planning to attend once I can play
“Wabash Cannonball” and “Fireball
Mail” accurately repeatedly.  The “repeatedly” part is the biggest musical
challenge I face today:  Just because I
can play something accurately doesn’t
mean I can do so several times in a
row; arggggh.

Fiddlers Fundraiser

An iPod can hold many hundreds of MP3 recordings inside its
high-tech memory structures.  It sure
makes for a compelling way to have
all your music in one place, and for
that music to not take up an entire
wall of your living room.  Back in the
day, many of us grew up on cassettes,
either the 8-track variety or the miniature reel-to-reel types.  (Of course,
most of us had a trove of vinyl platters too, but that’s another story.)  On
June 2, the Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers
will sell off the remainder of my collection of audio tapes; approximately
65 cassettes in all.  Among the more

The Luthier’s Corner
From page A-14
sanded and sprayed lacquer. So,
from an acoustical standpoint, yes,
I do think it is worth the price to
have a varnished, French polished
instrument.
See you next month!

© Copyright 2013, Roger H. Siminoff, Atascadero, CA.
If you have questions you
would like answered, please email:
siminoff@siminoff.net, or write
to Roger Siminoff, PO Box 2992,
Atascadero, CA 93423.

Allan French

The Allan French Column by Allan French

notable items are a 6-tape collection
of Stanley Brothers recordings, most
still in the cellophane wrapping; 2
unused tapes of Dale Ann Bradley;
2 tapes of old-time fiddler Les Raber;
2 unopened Agatha Christie audiobooks; and the complete “School
House Rock” 1970’s public television series.   I may also offload some
VHS tapes and blank CDR media.
About six year ago I went on a
buying frenzy on eBay; I bought lots
of tapes for cheap, intending to record
them onto CD.  I realize now that I’ll
never commit the time required to
do that.   So, I’m donating the tapes
to the SCVFA <www.fiddlers.org>
to sell as a fundraiser.  (I figure I still
owe them recompense for the banjo I
got from them, as I mentioned here
last month.)  If things go as planned,
they’ll be sold at the June 2 jam at
Hoover School.   I’m mentioning it
now as the June “Breakdown” has
limited space, and this gives you time
to pencil it onto your calendar.  Show
me your CBA member card at the
jam and I’ll discount your purchase
by $2 if you spend at least $10 in one
transaction.

Musical Musings
“The greatest thing the Democrats
have ever done for me was to defeat
me for the governor of Tennessee.”
-- Roy Acuff, “The King of Country
Music”; famed for singing train ballads and gospel music.
If he’d won election, he might
later have faded into obscurity.  
Sometimes when a politician loses,
everybody wins!
“I don`t know how many will stop
for me, but they`ll hear us as they
walk by. But I can say for me it`ll be
my biggest crowd.”
-- Jimmie Rodgers, “The Father of
Country Music” and a real-life railroad brakeman.
Quoted early in his musical career; little did he know how popular
he would become.

Roger Siminoff was the
founder of Pickin’ and Frets
magazines and has written more than 10 books on
instrument set-up and construction. For more on Roger
Siminoff, Siminoff Banjo
and Mandolin Parts, Gibson
and Lloyd Loar history, visit
his web site at:
www.siminoff.net.
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Practice Makes
Perilous
It seems that most folks learning a new hobby find numerous
ways to make the process more difficult.
I was no different. Not long after I had mastered the “baby steps”
of the banjo, I made the dubious
decision to tackle harpsichord music from 17th century composer J.S.
Bach. I’ve never been able to explain
exactly why, but for some reason the
labyrinthine complexity of Bach’s
melodies fascinated me.
So of course I had to learn them
on the banjo.
Now this was no small feat.
First of all the range of the harpsichord was four times that of the
banjo, and, there were completely
separate parts for each hand.
But I stubbornly invented fingerings measure by measure, even
though many parts were physically
impossible.
Teeth clenched, sweat beaded
on my brow, I would hurl myself
against the music over and over
again. One particular phrase giving
me grief was a five fret stretch somewhere around the 11th fret, during
one of Bach’s many key changes.
Eventually I realized there was
no humane way to play this section.
But instead of abandoning ship and
finding another project like any reasonable person would have done, I
battled onward.
Sitting on my favorite practice
� � and
� � �
seat, a mossy log, I set my jaw
������� � � �� �
began again. Over and over
I
at������� � � � � �
tempted the part, never quite get-

ting it right. I could feel my frustration building like a volcano, and
without knowing it I began to grind
my teeth.
Somewhere into my 100th repetition I was startled by a loud snap.
Then I felt it: a jagged chip of tooth
in my mouth. I had been concentrating so hard that my teeth grinding
had broken off a piece of my front
tooth!
Needless to say I was shocked
and dismayed. I subsequently
learned to relax more during my
practicing to avoid injury, but the
chipped tooth was a noticeable
feature that I was to carry for some
while (until later in life I had access
to modern dental technology.)
Many years later as a music
teacher I would encounter all manner of practice habits, ranging from
neurotic adults to challenging toddlers.
One such memorable example
was a grubby little seven year old
named Nigel.
He sported thick glasses that
made his eyes appear eyes huge, and
two prominent front teeth gave him
a rabbit-like appearance.
“He’s got issues.” His mom confided during our first music lesson.
“The doctor says he has ADD
and ADHD, and we believe he’s
also obsessive compulsive. We’re
hoping music lessons will improve
his focus.”
I assured her that music was indeed beneficial for these problems,
and that I was up to the challenge.
� � Little
� � � � did
� � I know what lay in store
� �� � � � � �
for
me.
� � ��� � ��� � � � �
Next week I showed up brimming

with confidence, having prepared a
lesson plan I was sure would contain
the little bugger. The clock struck
11am, my office door flew open and
in charged Nigel. I was turning in
my chair to greet him when he collided into me, took a step back, and
then punched me in the neck.
Hard.
I coughed as my eyes filled with
water, but restrained myself from
throttling him.
“Hey little buddy!” I rasped,
“ready to play some music?!”
But Nigel already forgotten I
existed. He was examining my office
door intently.
“What is it Nigel? What do
you see?” I asked enthusiastically.
Nigel said nothing. Then suddenly his mouth opened and a long
red tongue reached out. I stared
transfixed as he begin to carefully
lick the doorknob, his eyes closed in
rapture.
“Nigel! Nigel! Stop that please,
we don’t lick door knobs’” I begged.
Nigel looked at me startled, like a
wild animal looking up from its watering hole.
“It’s OK little buddy, here, have
a seat in the fun spinny chair!” I said,
feeling suddenly like the bad guy.
Nigel gave one last slobbery lick of
the doorknob and climbed reluctantly into the chair.
“OK, let’s watch some fun
movies!” I said, turning back to my
computer and pulling up a YouTube
video of children’s songs. This was
my first salvo, designed to hit him
where he was most vulnerable: cartoons.
I clicked play on an episode

A-17

®

of Sponge Bob and swung back
around.
Nigel was a complete blur. He
had begun spinning like a top in
the swivel chair. Crap, I thought. I
hadn’t considered the implications
of combining an ADD kid with a
swivel chair.
I stared for a minute at the
spectacle. He had achieved a remarkable speed, and flecks of saliva
were beginning to fly around the
room. Then with a sickening crack
his glasses sailed into the wall, followed by a shoe.
“Jeez, Nigel!” I blurted, breaking my rule of never cursing around
students. “Stop that right now!”
The chair ground to a stop and
Nigel sat motionless, mouth open,
hair in a wild tangle. He had the
look of crack head who just gotten
high.
Then he began to turn green.
“Dude…!” I groaned. “Are you gonna barf ? We better go to the bathroom…”
He nodded, clamping his hand
over his mouth. I dragged him down
the hall and shoved him into the
bathroom. “Do your business and
tell me when you’re done, OK?”
He nodded and I shut the
door. Several minutes passed and
no sounds erupted, so I knocked.
“Everything Ok?”
“Mmmm hmmmm.” he mumbled back.
“OK, I’m coming in…”
I opened the door slowly and
peered in. Nigel was oblivious
to me, tenderly licking the light
switch.
“Really, Nigel?!?” I sighed. He
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MUSICAL

Musical Tip:

All too often we think our
practice time has to be devoted,
hard work. It is important to remember to stay relaxed and have
fun, and remember the reason
we started in the first place: to
have FUN!
looked up at me and wrinkled his
nose.
“I’m hungry!” He said.
When his mom finally arrived it
felt like the Marines were rolling in
to rescue me from an internment
camp. I sighed with relief and fell
into my chair.
“How did it go?” His mom
asked.
“Oh, just great!” I lied. “He’s
a great kid, and we had some great
progress!”
Progress meaning I was still
alive, of course.

� � ���� � � � � � � � � � � � �
�� � � � � �

� � � � � � � �� � � �� � �� � �

�� � � �� � �� � �� � � �� � � � �

� � � �� �� �� ��� � � � � � �� �� � ��

� � � � � � �� � � � � � �� � �
��
� �� �� �
� � � �
� �
�� �� ���
� � � ��
� � � ��
� �� � �
�� � � �

� � � � � � � �� � �� � � �
� � � ��
� � �� � �
� �
� �� ��� � �
� � ���� � � � � � � � � � � � �
�� � � � � �

� � �� �� � � �� � �� � �

Your business would greatly benefiit by having the patronage of the
California Bluegrass Association's members. Please advertise with us, here in the
Bluegrass Breakdown monthly or on our very popular web site, cbaontheweb.org.
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Joe Weed’s Studio Insider
Faded Love and
Bright Memories of
Texas
Texas, 2013

I’m paging through an incredible sequence of memories as I return to California after a week in
Texas. It’s a compulsion of mine to
grasp every bit of equity out of a trip
to another part of the country, and
this time was no exception.  My wife
Marty Kendall and I went to Dallas for a conference, so I decided to
do a bit of detective work and see if
I could find Bob Wills’ birthplace
(in central east Texas) and get some
footage of the spot where he spent
his first eight years.  I also hoped to
find and interview a woman who
played bass and sang with Wills in
the 1950’s, and ask her about “Faded
Love,” Wills’ now-classic country
song and fiddle tune.

How can I help you?

Marty and I were holed up several days in the Dallas convention
center, completely cut off from the
vast Texas sky and the brisk spring
air.   But with the telephone help
of mandolin virtuoso Paul Glass, I
managed to get contact info for Louise Rowe, now 80 years old, and the
only female to work both as a singer
and an instrumentalist with Bob
Wills and the Texas Playboys.  One
afternoon, I reached her. “Yes, this is
Louise Rowe.  How can I help you?”
I explained to Louise that I was trying to piece together the history of
Wills’ haunting “Faded Love,” and
that our mutual friend Paul Glass
had suggested I talk with her.  “Oh,
honey, you can come and hear me
play tonight at the Texan Kitchen
restaurant in Ueless, TX.   It’s only
about 20 minutes from Dallas.”  We
weren’t able to make her gig, but
we set up an interview for Sunday
afternoon, just before Marty’s flight
home.
In the early 1950’s, Louise went
on an 18-day tour of California, singing with Wills and the Texas Playboys.   During that tour and subsequent work in Texas and Oklahoma,
Wills realized that Louise could also
play guitar and bass.  After jams and
some tutoring from guitarist Eldon
Shamblin and other band members,
Louise was promoted. She could fill
in for regular players when they were
absent, and her work with the band
increased.

Pieces of the puzzle

I asked her about her musical
formation, and she told me about
growing up in a musical family. Her
father James Rowe wrote gospel
hymns and taught music lessons,
and her brothers performed in a
hillbilly string band in Oklahoma,
Texas and California. They recorded
as the “Seven Rowe Brothers Band.”
One of their records was of great interest to me.  “Polk County 2-Step”
is a medium up-tempo 2-step dance
piece based on the melody of “My
Darling Nelly Gray.” The brothers
used it as their theme song, playing

it at the beginning and end of every
show.  Bob Wills’ “Faded Love,” recorded in 1950, is clearly based on
“My Darling Nelly Gray,” but thanks
to Louise, I found an intermediate
piece between “Nelly” (published in
1856) and “Faded Love.”  

The birthplace of Bob
Wills

write.  Kelley Young teaches school
today, but for many years she and her
mom Nell McKinney ran the Kosse
Echo, a small monthly newspaper.
Nell promised me the issue with the
Wills story and the picture of his
house. Kyle Ingram got his grandfather Jack Foshe on the phone, and
passed it to me. “Yeah, tomorrow
I’m not doin’ anything, and I can
take you out to the old place.”

this land before me let folks come
in here and hunt. She used the old
Wills house to store grain, and one
night the hunters were careless and
burned the place down.  Chimney’s
still there. Just head out towards that
break in the trees, and watch out for
the gully. You’ll see the chimney and
the well. Stay as long as you like.”
Jack and I drove slowly between
cow pies and ant hills and finally
found the chimney and well.   We
poked around and I shot lots of pictures. The chimney is falling down.
There are bricks every where, along
with pieces of roofing tin, hunters’ debris, and iron rock that was
used to support the house. Leamon
roared up on an ATV.  “This is where
the front wall was – and this was the
corner. The door was here, and there
were windows on each side.”
I returned a couple of days later
and filmed again, this time enjoying the late afternoon light and the
solitude of the wind-swept pastures.   The Wills family had lived
in a beautiful, peaceful place. The
cows watched me this time, and as
my tiny car crept along through the
herd and headed back to the cattle
gate, they eyed me quietly.
The next morning, soon after
I began my drive back to Dallas, I
stopped by the side of the road and
called Johnny Gimble, who played
with Wills and went on to a lifelong
career as one of America’s premier
fiddlers. I asked him about “Faded
Love,” the Rowe Brothers, Louise,
and his own history with the tune.
Johnny’s memories came easily, and
he corroborated much of what I

Joe Weed

Louise shared some photographs and stories with us over
lunch, and then it was time to The search
had learned from Louise and other
take Marty to the Dallas airport.  I
I drove back to Kosse in the
sources.  
then pointed the car southeast and beautiful early morning light and
As I drove through the beautiheaded towards Kosse, about 45 met Jack at the café. We took my
ful rolling hills and small towns, I remiles east of Waco, in the same part car so I’d have my cameras and
flected on the richness of the music
of Texas I had visited many times equipment, and he directed me
that came out of this part of Texas,
while researching the Westphalia out the old, sometimes mis-labeled
and on these communities who nurWaltz.   I reached Kosse as the sun roads. “These roads used to be just
tured it and valued it so highly.
was about to set, casting a golden sand. They were awful in the sumSee you at Grass Valley!
glow under a beautiful clear sky.  A mer – your tires would just sink
hand-painted sign on the highway in. That’s why they couldn’t grow
Joe Weed records acoustic music at
announced: “Welcome to Kosse, cotton on the east side of town.
his Highland Studios near Los Gathe birthplace of Bob Wills.”  Wills Soil’s too sandy. It’s great for cattle,
tos, California.  He has released six
is a god in Texas, and his influence though.  Now they mix oil with the
albums of his own, produced many
can still be heard all over the state.   sand and dirt and pave the roads
projects for independent artists and
Kosse is barely a hamlet -- a crossing with that. It’s not as good as asphalt,
labels, and does sound tracks for
of two highways and a few meander- but it’s cheaper and you can drive on
film, TV and museums. Joe’s coming blocks of houses. Only one block it.”  We stopped at several places to
position “Hymn to the Big Sky” was
of the old downtown remains from get a key to the cattle gate that we’d
heard in “The Dust Bowl,” a film by
Kosse’s heyday.  The town has been have to open in order to get in to the
Ken Burns, which premiered nalosing people, money, and buildings property that was the Wills’ farm
tionally on PBS November 18 and
since the great depression and the 100 years ago. Nobody was home at
19, 2012.   Joe recently produced
end of the oil boom.    
any of the places where we stopped.
“Pa’s Fiddle,” a collection of 19thI had done a little preliminary We drove around to Jack’s boyhood
century American music played by
research, and with the help of my swimming holes, saw the old springs
“Pa” Charles Ingalls, father of LauiPhone and Google maps I found and creeks, and passed the sites of
ra Ingalls Wilder, the author of the
the old road leading out to the Moss old buildings he remembered, but
“Little House on the Prairie” book
Springs area northeast of town, which have all vanished. We finally
series. Reach Joe by calling (408)
where the Wills family had suppos- found old Leamon Cox at home,
353-3353, by email at joe@highedly lived.  Many of the roads aren’t and he took us out to the locked catlandpublishing.com, or by visiting
labeled, and the paved surfaces soon tle gate. “The woman who managed
joeweed.com.
gave way to gravel and sand roads,
some oiled.   I was surrounded by
cattle pastures. The sun set, and I
reached the end of Moss Springs
Road, closed off by a cattle gate.   I
turned around and headed back toFriday afternoon wards Kosse. As the darkness fell, I
could barely make out the spooky
Improve Your Fiddle Techniques for Bluegrass
outlines of the old Eutaw cemetery
Fiddle
			
sign and a few headstones. Eutaw
was a tiny settlement that preceded
Saturday Lunch Time Kosse in the mid nineteenth cenRecording Acoustic Instruments in Your Home
tury.  

Joe Weed personal appearance June 14 + 15:
Workshops at the Father’s Day Bluegrass Festival

Studio

Helpful, friendly folks

It was dark when I got back
to Kosse, and I didn’t have lodging
or dinner figured out, so I decided
to go into the Kosse Café and grab
a quick bite before heading up to
Groesbeck and a motel. Sitting on
the bench out in front was an older
man leaning on a cane, smoking and
surveying the darkened street.   He
was George Rasco, owner of the
café. I told him why I was in town.
“See those people right there at that
table, fixin’ to leave? If you hurry,
you can catch ‘em. They know all
about Kosse. Kelley and her mom
Nell used to run the newspaper, and
they even had an article about Bob
Wills a few years ago with a picture
of the house.”
I thanked George and went
inside and introduced myself to the
folks at the table. They immediately
warmed to my quest, and soon names
and addresses and possible connections were flying faster than I could

116 Clement Street, SF
CBA sponsored jam every 1st Wednesday

Make money and help the CBA in a very significant way:
sell ads for the Bluegrass Breakdown.
Contact Mark Varner for deets:
831-338-0618 or
mrvarner@ix.netcom.com
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Something special for
SCVFA KidFiddle parents
By Mary Kennedy
Santa Clara Valley Fiddler’s Association
KidFiddle Coordinator
Hi Parents and Kids!  If you are planning to attend the May 5, 2013,
KidFiddle class taught by Luke Abbott, please email me, Mary Kennedy at
kennedymk@comcast.net and let me know.
We are going to try something new this time for the parents of KidFiddle kids! Why just sit around twiddling your thumbs while the kids are fiddling?  We’ll see how many parents we can get jamming or learning backup
while the kids are taking the workshop with Luke!
Parents who are interested in learning how to support their kids by
learning backup chords to the songs in the KidFiddle workshop are welcome to join me outside Luke’s classroom in the general SCVFA jam area
at the Hoover Middle School.  I can show you the basic chord structure for
the tunes on stringed instruments such as a guitar (dum strum), mandolin
(chop), ukelele (simple strum), or upright bass (boom, boom!).  We will
practice changing the song chords at a beginner’s tempo (slowwww!).  
So bring along your guitar etc. If you don’t have an instrument you
can email me and let me know - I’ll can bring my Old Missouri mandolin,
a sadly mistreated small Taylor guitar, a cheap ukelele, and my nice upright
Shen bass for you to have fun with.  
Looking forward to having fun with you all at KidFiddle on May 5!

Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association

KidFiddle Workshop
taught by Luke Abbott
May 5, 2013 at 2:00 PM
Hoover Middle School, San Jose
Youths 17 and under can participate in this
KidFiddle workshop. The cost is only $5. Kids
should be able to play one or two tunes.
Luke Abbott has been teaching music for over 8
years and has been an instructor at five kids’
music camps. He led workshops starting with his
family’s ToneWay Music Method.
His goal is to bring out the natural musicality in
each student through an emphasis on playing by
ear and musical awareness. Luke teaches fiddle,
guitar, banjo, mandolin, Dobro, bass, and
singing in Santa Cruz.

KidFiddle kids and all young
music students will get so
much from the 1st ever CBA
Bluegrass Camp for Kids!
There is still room - act now.

CBA BLUEGRASS CAMP FOR KIDS - JUNE 13-16, 2013

Jam at 1:00 PM, Sunday, May 5
Hoover Middle School Cafeteria
at Naglee and Park, San Jose, CA
Admission: $6 members; $8 non-memb.
Youths 17 and under: free admission
KidFiddle workshop: $5
www.fiddlers.org / (650) 328-3939

Info: WWW.CBAONTHEWEB.ORG

CBA Bluegrass Camp for Kids—2013 Registration Form

Note: In order to register a student, the guardian(s) must purchase a 38th Annual Father’s Day Festival 4 day ticket. We require that a guardian(s) be present on the
Nevada County Fairgrounds during the Festival/Camp. Guardians will be responsible for dropping the enrollee off for camp, for providing a bag lunch (we will provide
all beverages and snacks) and for picking the enrollee up after camp. The registration fee of $300 for the four day camp must be paid to the California Bluegrass
Association (please put Youth Program on the memo line) and verification of a festival ticket will be completed and then the registration process will be continued with
a link to the Bluegrass Camps for Kids program. All health release forms and requests for schedules for instrument Blocks and Camp materials will be handled by the
Bluegrass Camps for Kids (www.bluegrasscampsforkids.com). Registration may be done on-line at www.cbaontheweb.org or sent to Darby Brandli, 2106 9th Avenue,
Oakland, CA 94606. Upon completion and verification of registration, the guardian will be contacted and instructed on next steps. Any questions about registration
process or the Bluegrass Camp for Kids may be directed to Darby Brandli at darbyandbruno@comcast.net or telephone (510) 735-6364.

Name of Guardian___________________________________
Name of child____________________ Birth date______
Address___________________________________________________________________________________
City________________________________________________ State___________ Zip___________________
E-mail or Fax______________________________________________________________________________
Phone, home:________________________ cell:________________________ work:_____________________
(A cell number will be important – this we be used to contact you during camp, if needed.)
$__________ Tuition
$__________ Contribution to scholarship fund (optional--help a low-income camper come to camp!)
$__________ Total amount enclosed
Send this form, filled out, with payment (checks payable to CBA) to:
Darby Brandli, 2106 9th Avenue, Oakland, CA 94606
You will be contacted within one week and directed to Step Two of the registration process.
(Please wait one week!)
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BAND GIGS & CONCERTS
May
05/01/2013 - Sidesaddle & Co. will
play at Sam’s Bar-B-Que, 1110 S.
Bascom Avenue, San Jose - For more
information, call or email sam@
samsbbq.com or visit http://www.
samsbbq.com.
05/02/2013 - Blue & Lonesome
will play at Willowbrook Ale House,
3600 Petaluma Blvd N, Petaluma
- For more information, call (707)
775-4232.

05/02/2013 - Dan Levenson & Bob
Carlin will play at Chico School of
Rock, 932 West 8th Avenue, Chico Banjos, fiddles, guitars, songs and stories (yes TRUE ones too) combine to
create this wonderful insight into Old
Time Music For more information,
call Lucy Smith at 530-894-1449 or
email lucyinchico@hotmail.com.
05/02/2013 - Jimbo Trout and The
Fish People will play at The Cheeseboard Collective, 1504 and 1512
Shattuck Ave, Berkeley - Show at 4:45
p.m. For more information, call 510549-3183 or 510-5493055 or visit
http://cheeseboardcollective.coop/
index.html.
05/03/2013 - Kathy Kallick Band
will play at The Woodshed at Keith
Holland Guitars, 16905 Roberts Rd.,
Los Gatos - For more information,
call 408-395-0767 or visit http://
www.woodshed.org/calendar/.
05/03/2013 - Rita Hosking and
Cousin Jack will play at Hettinger
House Concert in Folsom, , Folsom
- For more information, call .
05/04/2013 - Craig Ventresco &
Meredith Axelrod will play at Atlas
Cafe, 3049 20th Street (at Alabama)
San Francisco, San Francisco - For
more information, call JimBo Trout at
415-648-1047 or email jimbotrout@
gmail.com or visit http://www.atlascafe.net.
05/04/2013 - Dusty Shoes Gospel
Band will play at Station Grill, 170 W
Grand Ave, Grover Beach - For more
information, call (805) 489-3030
or visit http://dustyshoesbluegrassgospelband.org/.
05/04/2013 - Jim Nunally and Judy
Forrest will play at Walnut Avenue
United Methodist Church, 260 Walnut Ave near the Bancroft and Ignacio
intersection, Walnut Creek - A trio
of duos ~ Dix Bruce & Jim Nunally,
Dix Bruce & Julie Cline, Judy Forrest
& Jim Nunally will be performing
a wonderful mixture of songs with
close harmony singing in the country,
bluegrass, and folk styles. For more
information, call Jim Nunally at or
email judy@judyforrest.com or visit
http://walnutavenueumc.org.
05/04/2013 - Kathy Kallick Band
will play at Pacifica Performances at
Mildred Owen Concert Hall, 1220
Linda Mar Blvd., Pacifica - For more
information, call Kathy Pomianek at
or visit http://www.pacificaperformances.org.

05/04/2013 - Savannah Blu will play
at Alameda Arts & Wine Fair, 707
Marina Vista Martinez, CA 94553,
Martinez - For more information,
call Eloise Cotton at or visit www.armandosmartinez.com.
05/05/2013 - Jim Nunally and Judy
Forrest will play at 5th String Music
Store - Sacramento, 3184 N Street ,
Sacramento - A Trio of Duos ~ Dix
Bruce & Jim Nunally, Dix Bruce &
Julie Cline, Judy Forrest & Jim Nunally will be performing a wonderful
mixture of songs with close harmony
singing in the country, bluegrass, and
folk styles. For more information, call
Steven at or email questions@thefifthstring.com or visit www.thefifthstring.com.
05/05/2013 - The Fruit Jar Pickers
will play at Rough & Ready Grange
Hall, Rough & Ready Highway about
five miles west of Grass Valley, Rough
& Ready - For more information, call
530-272-4320 or visit www.roughandreadychamber.com.
05/06/2013 - Front Country will
play at Amnesia, 853 Valencia St. (between 19th & 20th), San Francisco
- For more information, call 415 948
3663 or visit http://amnesiathebar.
com.
05/06/2013 - Nicki Bluhm and The
Gramblers will play at Sierra Nevada Brewing Company, 1075 E.
20th Street, Chico - Tickets for all
Sierra Nevada Big Room events can
be purchased in person at the Sierra
Nevada Brewery Gift Shop at 1075
E. 20th Street in Chico For more
information, call 530-893-3520 or
email info@sierranevada.com or visit
http://www.sierranevada.com/brewery/california/big-room.
05/07/2013 - Bean Creek will play
at Sam’s Bar-B-Que, 1110 S. Bascom
Avenue, San Jose - For more information, call or email sam@samsbbq.com
or visit http://www.samsbbq.com.
05/09/2013 - Blue & Lonesome
will play at Willowbrook Ale House,
3600 Petaluma Blvd N, Petaluma
- For more information, call (707)
775-4232.
05/09/2013 - Jimbo Trout and The
Fish People will play at The Cheeseboard Collective, 1504 and 1512
Shattuck Ave, Berkeley - Show at 4:45
p.m. For more information, call 510549-3183 or 510-5493055 or visit
http://cheeseboardcollective.coop/
index.html.
05/11/2013 - Banner Mountain Boys
will play at Hog Wild BBQ, 38 Main
St, Placerville - Enjoy live bluegrass
out on the shady patio of Placerville’s
premier barbeque joint. Great food,
folks, wines and beers on tap. Lawn
chairs might be needed. For more information, call Kat Markwell at 530622-3883, 530-409-7444 or email
hogwildbbqca@yahoo.com or visit
http://hogwildbbqca.com.
05/11/2013 - Craig Ventresco &

Meredith Axelrod will play at Atlas
Cafe, 3049 20th Street (at Alabama)
San Francisco, San Francisco - For
more information, call JimBo Trout at
415-648-1047 or email jimbotrout@
gmail.com or visit http://www.atlascafe.net.
05/11/2013 - Dusty Shoes Gospel
Band will play at Station Grill, 170 W
Grand Ave, Grover Beach - For more
information, call (805) 489-3030
or visit http://dustyshoesbluegrassgospelband.org/.

05/11/2013 - Harmony Grits will
play at San Gregorio General Store,
Highway 84 and Stage Road, San
Gregorio - For more information, call
or visit http://www.sangregoriostore.
com/.
05/11/2013 - Oak Grove will play
at Moraga Community Fair, Rheem
Valley Shopping Center, Moraga For more information, call .
05/11/2013 - Savannah Blu will play
at Alameda Arts & Wine Fair, Park
Street, Alameda - For more information, call .
05/12/2013 - The Fruit Jar Pickers
will play at Rough & Ready Grange
Hall, Rough & Ready Highway about
five miles west of Grass Valley, Rough
& Ready - For more information, call
530-272-4320 or visit www.roughandreadychamber.com.
05/13/2013 - Toshio Hirano will
play at Amnesia, 853 Valencia St. (between 19th & 20th), San Francisco
- For more information, call 415 948
3663 or visit http://amnesiathebar.
com.
05/14/2013 - Carolina Special will
play at Sam’s Bar-B-Que, 1110 S.
Bascom Avenue, San Jose - For more
information, call or email sam@
samsbbq.com or visit http://www.
samsbbq.com.
05/15/2013 - Nicki Bluhm and The
Gramblers will play at Sierra Nevada Brewing Company, 1075 E.
20th Street, Chico - Tickets for all
Sierra Nevada Big Room events can
be purchased in person at the Sierra
Nevada Brewery Gift Shop at 1075
E. 20th Street in Chico For more
information, call 530-893-3520 or
email info@sierranevada.com or visit
http://www.sierranevada.com/brewery/california/big-room.

Ave, Berkeley - For more information,
call or visit http://www.albatrosspub.
com.

05/16/2013 - Blue & Lonesome
will play at Willowbrook Ale House,
3600 Petaluma Blvd N, Petaluma
- For more information, call (707)
775-4232.
05/16/2013 - Kentucky Twisters will
play at Atlas Cafe, 3049 20th Street
(at Alabama) San Francisco, San
Francisco - For more information, call
JimBo Trout at or email jimbotrout@
gmail.com or visit http://www.atlascafe.net.
05/16/2013 - Old Soles will play
at Kennedy Mines, Kennedy Mine
Road, just off Highways 49 and 88
, Jackson - Program for the Amador
County 5th grade class. For more information, call Masha Goodman or
Geff Crawford at or email masha@
banjodancer.com.
05/16/2013 - Susie Glaze & The Hilonesome Band will play at Don Quixote’s International Music Hall, 6275
Highway 9 and Graham Hill Road in
Felton Located just 10 minutes from
Santa Cruz in downtown Felton. ,
Felton - For more information, call
Dick Brundle at or email brundle@
attglobal.net or visit http://www.
donquixotesmusic.com/.
05/17/2013 - Savannah Blu will play
at Smiley’s Schooner Saloon & Hotel,
41 Wharf Road. , Bolinas - Live music Friday’s and Saturdays, 9 p.m. to 1
a.m. For more information, call Don
Deane at 415-868-1311 or visit www.
smileyssaloon.com.
05/18/2013 - Anderson Family Bluegrass will play at Hog Wild BBQ, 38
Main St, Placerville - Enjoy live bluegrass out on the shady patio of Placerville’s premier barbeque joint. Great
food, folks, wines and beers on tap.
Lawn chairs might be needed. For
more information, call Kat Markwell
at 530-622-3883, 530-409-7444 or
email hogwildbbqca@yahoo.com or
visit http://hogwildbbqca.com.
05/18/2013 - Craig Ventresco &
Meredith Axelrod will play at Atlas
Cafe, 3049 20th Street (at Alabama)
San Francisco, San Francisco - For
more information, call JimBo Trout at
415-648-1047 or email jimbotrout@
gmail.com or visit http://www.atlascafe.net.

05/15/2013 - Sidesaddle & Co. will
play at Sam’s Bar-B-Que, 1110 S.
Bascom Avenue, San Jose - For more
information, call or email sam@
samsbbq.com or visit http://www.
samsbbq.com.

05/18/2013 - Dusty Shoes Gospel
Band will play at Station Grill, 170 W
Grand Ave, Grover Beach - For more
information, call (805) 489-3030
or visit http://dustyshoesbluegrassgospelband.org/.

05/15/2013 - The Stairwell Sisters
will play at Strings Coffeehouse,
6320 San Pablo Ave., Emeryville - For
more information, call 510-653-5700
or email admin@strings.org or visit
http://www.strings.org.

05/18/2013 - Jimbo Trout and The
Fish People will play at Unitarian
Universalist Fellowship of Redwood
City, 2124 Brewster Avenue, Redwood City - For more information,
call 650-365-6913 or email office@
uufrc.org or visit http://uufrc.org/.

05/15/2013 - Whiskey Brothers will
play at Albatross Pub, 1822 San Pablo
Ave, 2 blocks north of University

05/18/2013 - Oak Grove will play
at Diablo Valley Farmer’s Market,
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Walnut Creek’s Saturday Farmers’
Market in Shadelands off of Ygnacio
Valley Rd on N. Wigit Ln at Mitchell
Drive, Walnut Creek - For more information, call 800.806.3276 or visit
http://cafarmersmkts.com/diablo.
html.

05/18/2013 - Old Soles will play at
Kennedy Mine, Kennedy Mine Road,
just off Highways 49 and 88, Jackson
- Does BBQ stand for Banjos, Ballads, and Quirky funny songs? In our
world it does! Join Old Soles and a
hundred or so of your closest friends
for a big, friendly fund-raising party
to benefit the Amador County Recreation Agency. For more information,
call .
05/19/2013 - Circle R Boys will play
at San Gregorio General Store, Highway 84 and Stage Road, San Gregorio
- For more information, call or visit
http://www.sangregoriostore.com/.
05/19/2013 - The Fruit Jar Pickers
will play at Rough & Ready Grange
Hall, Rough & Ready Highway about
five miles west of Grass Valley, Rough
& Ready - For more information, call
530-272-4320 or visit www.roughandreadychamber.com.
05/20/2013 - Windy Hill will play at
Amnesia, 853 Valencia St. (between
19th & 20th), San Francisco - For
more information, call 415 948 3663
or visit http://amnesiathebar.com.
05/21/2013 - Nicki Bluhm and The
Gramblers will play at Sierra Nevada Brewing Company, 1075 E.
20th Street, Chico - Tickets for all
Sierra Nevada Big Room events can
be purchased in person at the Sierra
Nevada Brewery Gift Shop at 1075
E. 20th Street in Chico For more
information, call 530-893-3520 or
email info@sierranevada.com or visit
http://www.sierranevada.com/brewery/california/big-room.
05/21/2013 - Sequoia will play at
Alchemy Market & Cafe, 191 Main
Street, Murphys - For more information, call 209.728.0700 or email
jmwrightmegg@yahoo.com or visit
http://alchemymarket.com/.
05/22/2013 - Bean Creek will play
at Sam’s Bar-B-Que, 1110 S. Bascom
Avenue, San Jose - For more information, call or email sam@samsbbq.com
or visit http://www.samsbbq.com.
05/23/2013 - Blue & Lonesome
will play at Willowbrook Ale House,
3600 Petaluma Blvd N, Petaluma
- For more information, call (707)
775-4232.
05/23/2013 - Jimbo Trout and The
Fish People will play at Lagunitas
Brewery Taproom, 1280 N. McDowell Blvd, Petaluma - For more information, call Mark or Colleen Hogan at
707-829-8012 or email hogiemoon@
comcast.net or visit http://lagunitas.
com/taproom/.
05/23/2013 - Kentucky Twisters will
Continued on A-21
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play at Atlas Cafe, 3049 20th Street
(at Alabama) San Francisco, San
Francisco - For more information, call
JimBo Trout at or email jimbotrout@
gmail.com or visit http://www.atlascafe.net.
05/24/2013 - Windy Hill will play
at Club Fox, 2209 Broadway Street,
Redwood City - For more information, call 650-369-7770 Ext. 3 or
email Charley@foxrwc.com or visit
http://www.clubfoxrwc.com.
05/25/2013 - Beargrass Creek will
play at Mission Pizza & Pub, 1572
Washington Blvd., Fremont, CA
Washington Blvd Exit Off 680 Between 680 and Paseo Padre Parkway,
Fremont - 1st and 3rd Saturday jams
For more information, call Phil Willis at 510-651-6858/510-574-1880
or email info@missionpizza.com or
visit http://www.missionpizza.com.
05/25/2013 - Craig Ventresco &
Meredith Axelrod will play at Atlas
Cafe, 3049 20th Street (at Alabama)
San Francisco, San Francisco - For
more information, call JimBo Trout at
415-648-1047 or email jimbotrout@
gmail.com or visit http://www.atlascafe.net.

San Francisco, San Francisco - For
more information, call JimBo Trout at
415-648-1047 or email jimbotrout@
gmail.com or visit http://www.atlascafe.net.

06/01/2013 - Dusty Shoes Gospel
Band will play at Station Grill, 170 W
Grand Ave, Grover Beach - For more
information, call (805) 489-3030
or visit http://dustyshoesbluegrassgospelband.org/.
06/01/2013 - High Country will
play at Murphy’s Irish Pub, 464 First
St. East – On the Eastern side of the
Sonoma Plaza down the stone alleyway located just north of the Sebastiani Theater. , Sonoma - For more
information, call or visit http://sonomapub.com.
06/01/2013 - Houston Jones will
play at Freight & Salvage, 2020 Addison Street, Berkeley - For more information, call (510) 644-2020, x120 or
visit http://www.thefreight.org/concert-sue-draheim.

05/25/2013 - Dusty Shoes Gospel
Band will play at Station Grill, 170 W
Grand Ave, Grover Beach - For more
information, call (805) 489-3030
or visit http://dustyshoesbluegrassgospelband.org/.

06/02/2013 - Old Soles will play at
Kennedy Mines, Volcano Union Inn
and Pub 21375 Consolation Street ,
Jackson - Fiddle, banjo, guitar, ukulele, funny songs, love songs, bluesy
songs, cowboy songs. Tunes from Appalachia, Ireland, and Amador county
to accompany the gourmet cuisine in
a charming, relaxed atmosphere. For
more information, call Masha Goodman or Geff Crawford at 209-2967711 or email masha@banjodancer.
com or visit www.volcanounion.com

05/26/2013 - The Fruit Jar Pickers
will play at Rough & Ready Grange
Hall, Rough & Ready Highway about
five miles west of Grass Valley, Rough
& Ready - For more information, call
530-272-4320 or visit www.roughandreadychamber.com.

06/02/2013 - The Fruit Jar Pickers
will play at Rough & Ready Grange
Hall, Rough & Ready Highway about
five miles west of Grass Valley, Rough
& Ready - For more information, call
530-272-4320 or visit www.roughandreadychamber.com.

05/27/2013 - The Earl Brothers will
play at Amnesia, 853 Valencia St. (between 19th & 20th), San Francisco
- For more information, call 415 948
3663 or visit http://amnesiathebar.
com.

06/03/2013 - California Honeydrops
will play at Boathouse Concerts, 3051
Adeline St., Berkeley - Attendance by
reservation only and (over 18 only).
Guests are asked to bring a dessert, savor or beverage to share and there is a
barrel by the door for the Food Bank
For more information, call or email
boatwork@aol.com or visit http://
www.boathouseconcerts.com.

05/29/2013 - Bangers & Grass (Bill
Evans & Friends) will play at Kensington Circus Pub, Kensington Circus Pub 389 Colusa Avenue (at the
Colusa Circle) 510-524-8814, Kensington - For more information, call
510-524-8814 or email kensingtoncircuspub@gmail.com.
05/29/2013 - Matt & George and
Their Pleasant Valley Boys will play
at Sam’s Bar-B-Que, 1110 S. Bascom
Avenue, San Jose - For more information, call or email sam@samsbbq.com
or visit http://www.samsbbq.com.
05/30/2013 - Blue & Lonesome
will play at Willowbrook Ale House,
3600 Petaluma Blvd N, Petaluma
- For more information, call (707)
775-4232.
June
06/01/2013 - Craig Ventresco &
Meredith Axelrod will play at Atlas
Cafe, 3049 20th Street (at Alabama)

06/06/2013 - Blue & Lonesome
will play at Willowbrook Ale House,
3600 Petaluma Blvd N, Petaluma
- For more information, call (707)
775-4232.
06/08/2013 - Craig Ventresco &
Meredith Axelrod will play at Atlas
Cafe, 3049 20th Street (at Alabama)
San Francisco, San Francisco - For
more information, call JimBo Trout at
415-648-1047 or email jimbotrout@
gmail.com or visit http://www.atlascafe.net.
06/08/2013 - Dusty Shoes Gospel
Band will play at Station Grill, 170 W
Grand Ave, Grover Beach - For more
information, call (805) 489-3030
or visit http://dustyshoesbluegrassgospelband.org/.

06/08/2013 - Notorious Shank
Brothers will play at Hog Wild BBQ,
38 Main St, Placerville - Come to
Placerville’s best barbeque to enjoy
fabulous live bluegrass bands out on
the patio. Great food, great folks, nice
local wines and popular beers on tap.
For more information, call Kat Markwell at 530-622-3883, 530-409-7444
or email hogwildbbqca@yahoo.com
or visit http://hogwildbbqca.com.
06/08/2013 - Sequoia will play at
John Muir Festival, , Coulterville For more information, call .

06/09/2013 - Houston Jones will
play at Don Quixote’s International
Music Hall, 6275 Highway 9 and
Graham Hill Road in Felton Located
just 10 minutes from Santa Cruz in
downtown Felton. , Felton - Tickets,
show info: 831-335-2800 or email:
brundle@attglobal.net For more
information, call Dick Brundle at
or email brundle@attglobal.net or
visit http://www.donquixotesmusic.
com/.
06/09/2013 - The Fruit Jar Pickers
will play at Rough & Ready Grange
Hall, Rough & Ready Highway about
five miles west of Grass Valley, Rough
& Ready - For more information, call
530-272-4320 or visit www.roughandreadychamber.com.
06/13/2013 - Blue & Lonesome
will play at Willowbrook Ale House,
3600 Petaluma Blvd N, Petaluma
- For more information, call (707)
775-4232.
06/15/2013 - Craig Ventresco &
Meredith Axelrod will play at Atlas
Cafe, 3049 20th Street (at Alabama)
San Francisco, San Francisco - For
more information, call JimBo Trout at
415-648-1047 or email jimbotrout@
gmail.com or visit http://www.atlascafe.net.
06/15/2013 - Dusty Shoes Gospel
Band will play at Station Grill, 170 W
Grand Ave, Grover Beach - For more
information, call (805) 489-3030
or visit http://dustyshoesbluegrassgospelband.org/.
06/15/2013 - Natural Drift will play
at Hog Wild BBQ, 38 Main St, Placerville - For more information, call
530-622-3883 or visit www.hogwildbbqca.com.
06/15/2013 - Natural Drift will
play at Hog Wild BBQ, 38 Main St,
Placerville - Enjoy live bluegrass out
on the shady patio of Placerville’s
premier barbeque joint. Great food,
folks, wines and beers on tap. Lawn
chairs might be needed. For more information, call Kat Markwell at 530622-3883, 530-409-7444 or email
hogwildbbqca@yahoo.com or visit
http://hogwildbbqca.com.
06/16/2013 - The Fruit Jar Pickers
will play at Rough & Ready Grange
Hall, Rough & Ready Highway about
five miles west of Grass Valley, Rough
& Ready - For more information, call
530-272-4320 or visit www.roughandreadychamber.com.

06/20/2013 - Blue & Lonesome
will play at Willowbrook Ale House,
3600 Petaluma Blvd N, Petaluma
- For more information, call (707)
775-4232.
06/22/2013 - Craig Ventresco &
Meredith Axelrod will play at Atlas
Cafe, 3049 20th Street (at Alabama)
San Francisco, San Francisco - For
more information, call JimBo Trout at
415-648-1047 or email jimbotrout@
gmail.com or visit http://www.atlascafe.net.
06/22/2013 - Dusty Shoes Gospel
Band will play at Station Grill, 170 W
Grand Ave, Grover Beach - For more
information, call (805) 489-3030
or visit http://dustyshoesbluegrassgospelband.org/.
06/23/2013 - The Fruit Jar Pickers
will play at Rough & Ready Grange
Hall, Rough & Ready Highway about
five miles west of Grass Valley, Rough
& Ready - For more information, call
530-272-4320 or visit www.roughandreadychamber.com.
06/27/2013 - Blue & Lonesome
will play at Willowbrook Ale House,
3600 Petaluma Blvd N, Petaluma
- For more information, call (707)
775-4232.
06/29/2013 - Craig Ventresco &
Meredith Axelrod will play at Atlas
Cafe, 3049 20th Street (at Alabama)
San Francisco, San Francisco - For
more information, call JimBo Trout at
415-648-1047 or email jimbotrout@
gmail.com or visit http://www.atlascafe.net.
06/29/2013 - Dusty Shoes Gospel
Band will play at Station Grill, 170 W
Grand Ave, Grover Beach - For more
information, call (805) 489-3030
or visit http://dustyshoesbluegrassgospelband.org/.
06/30/2013 - The Fruit Jar Pickers
will play at Rough & Ready Grange
Hall, Rough & Ready Highway about
five miles west of Grass Valley, Rough
& Ready - For more information, call
530-272-4320 or visit www.roughandreadychamber.com.
CAMPOUTS
08/22/2013 - 08/25/2013 Healdsburg - Lake Sonoma, 10 minutes west
of Healdsburg on Dry Creek Road.
Bring your family and enjoy lovely
Lake Sonoma’s swimming areas and
surrounding wineries, along with the
great fun with the music. For more
information or reservations, call
Steve Goldfield at 510-482-8970 or
email stevegoldfield@yahoo.com or
visit http://www.cbaontheweb.org/
ourevents.aspx.
DANCES
05/11/2013 - Chico - Chico Grange,
2775 Nord Ave off W East Avenue
at Rodeo. Beginner’s orientation at
6:30pm, dance from 7:00 to 10:00pm.
Every 2nd Saturday. All dances are
taught in a walk-thru and then called
to music. You do not have to bring a

partner with you. Caller Mark Goodwin For more information, call Mark
or Grace, or Joy at 530-877-2930 or
530-891-8789.
05/18/2013 - Sonora - Aronos Club,
37 E Elkin Street at Stewart. Contra
and traditional Square dancing as
well as Irish Ceili Dancing in the Oldtime Country Barn Dance tradition.
A Caller will give a short instruction
before each dance and call the dance
to live Oldtime stringband music. For
more information, call or visit http://
squaredancer8.wordpress.com/.
06/08/2013 - Chico - Chico Grange,
2775 Nord Ave off W East Avenue
at Rodeo. Beginner’s orientation at
6:30pm, dance from 7:00 to 10:00pm.
Every 2nd Saturday. All dances are
taught in a walk-thru and then called
to music. You do not have to bring a
partner with you. Caller Mark Goodwin For more information, call Mark
or Grace, or Joy at 530-877-2930 or
530-891-8789.
06/15/2013 - Sonora - Aronos Club,
37 E Elkin Street at Stewart. Contra
and traditional Square dancing as
well as Irish Ceili Dancing in the Oldtime Country Barn Dance tradition.
A Caller will give a short instruction
before each dance and call the dance
to live Oldtime stringband music. For
more information, call or visit http://
squaredancer8.wordpress.com/.
WORKSHOPS & MUSIC
CAMPS
06/09/2013 - 06/12/2013 CBA
Summer Music Camp, Grass Valley
- Nevada County Fairgrounds, 11228
McCourtney Road . 3.5 days of bluegrass and old-time instrumental, vocal, and band workshops with jams,
concerts, delicious food, and dances.
For more information or reservations,
call Janet & Peter at 360-647-0741 or
email info@cbamusiccamp.org or visit http://www.cbamusiccamp.org.
06/13/2013 - 06/16/2013 CBA
Bluegrass Camp for Kids, Grass Valley
- Nevada County Fairgrounds, 11228
McCourtney Rd. Grass Valley CA.
95945 . For more information or reservations, call Darby Brandli at 510735-6364 or 907-350-2562 or email
darbyandbruno@comcast.net or visit
http://www.bluegrasscampsforkids.
com/camp.php?camp_id=30.
06/30/2013 - 07/07/2013 Port
Townsend, WA - Centrum at Fort
Worden State Park, Centrum is located at historic Fort Worden State
Park in the Victorian seaport of Port
Townsend, WA. . Spend the week of
June 30-July 7, 2013 living, learning,
and jamming with masters of a wide
variety of fiddling styles. The Festival
of American Fiddle Tunes provides
an opportunity to be in community
with the bearers of fiddle traditions.
For more information or reservations,
call .
FESTIVALS
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dale - Citrus Fairgrounds, 1 Citrus
Fair Drive From Hwy 101, take the
Citrus Fair Dr. exit. Turn west. At the
stoplight you’ll see the fairgrounds
straight ahead.. Bands Include: Snap
Jackson & the Knock on Wood Players For more information, call Mark
Hogan at 707-829-8012 or 707-4795529 or email hogiemoon@comcast.
net or visit http://cloverdalefiddles.
com.
05/09/2013 - 05/12/2013 Parkfield Parkfield Bluegrass Festival, 25 miles
NE of Paso Robles, alongside Parkfield Cafe, at town center -- for directions, see website or call us (don’t
trust MapQuest!). Bands Include:
Snap Jackson & the Knock on Wood
Players, Dark Hollow, Kathy Kallick
Band, Parkfield Bluegrass Kids, Rock
Ridge, Roland White & the All-Star
Bluegrass Band, Snap Jackson & the
Knock on Wood Players, Junior Blankenship Band, Rocky Neck Bluegrass,
Roustabouts, The Get Down Boys,
Kids on Stage, LeRoy Mack & the
Bluegrass Gospel Band.   For more
information, call Ed Alston at (805)
725-3060 or email bmscc12@gmail.
com or visit http://www.parkfieldbluegrass.com.
05/23/2013 - 05/27/2013 Groveland - Camp Mather, 35250 Mather
Rd Stanislaus National Forest. Strawberry Music Festivals take place twice
each year, always over Memorial and
Labor Day weekends. In 2013 the
Spring Festival is Thursday, May 23rd
through Monday, May 27th and the
Fall Festival is Thursday, August 29th
through Monday, September 2nd.
Bands Include: John Reischman and
the Jaybirds For more information,
call 209-984-8630 (Monday to Friday between 9AM and 5PM or visit
http://www.strawberrymusic.com.
June 2013
06/13/2013 - 06/16/2013 CBA
Father’s Day Festival, Grass Valley Nevada County Fairgrounds, 11228
McCourtney Rd. Grass Valley CA.
95945 . CBA Father’s Day Festival
- Bands Include: Lonesome Holler
String Band, Michael Cleveland and
Flamekeeper, Special Consensus,
Larry Stephenson Band, Earl White
Stringband, BladeRunners, Tom Sauber, Brad Leftwich & Alice Gerrard,
Della Mae, Melvin Goins & Windy
Mountain, Blue Highway, Little
Black Train, Rhonda Vincent and the
Rage, Red Dog Ash, Oak Grove.  For
more info visit http://fathersdayfestival.com/.
06/14/2013 - 06/16/2013 Cashmere,
WA - Chelan County Expo Center
(Fairgrounds), 5700 Wescott Ave.
One of the longest running festivals
in Eastern Washington. Location:
Chelan County Expo Center (Fairgrounds) Cashmere, WA. Headliners
are: IBMA Entertainers of the YearThe Gibson Brothers; Wayne Taylor
& Appaloosa; Frank Solivan & Dirty
Kitchen Bands Include: Frank Solivan and Dirty Kitchen For more information, call Marie Vecchio at 509
548-1230 or email cashmereheights@

applecapital.net or visit  http://www.
wenatcheeriverbluegrass.com.

06/17/2013 - 06/23/2013 Susanville
Bluegrass Festival, Susanville - Lassen
County Fairgrounds, 195 Russell Avenue. 4 days of music 3 day music camp
100 electric spots Grass tent area, Pets
allowed.  Bands Include: Frank Solivan and Dirty Kitchen, Wild Horse
Drive, Dan Crary, Anderson Family
Bluegrass, Natural Drift, Susie Glaze
and HiLonesome, The Jeanette Williams Band, Eight Dollar Mountain,
Cliff Compton, Rock Ridge, Bluegrass Etc., Snap Jackson & the Knock
on Wood Players, Red Dog Ash, Pineridge.   For more information, call
530-251-8900 or visit http://susanvillebluegrass.com.
August 2013
08/31/2013 - 09/02/2013 Mammoth - The Village at Mammoth Plaza, 100 Canyon Blvd. Bands Include:
Poor Man’s Whiskey For more information, call or email info@mammothbluegrassfestival.org or visit
http://www.mammothbgf.org/.
September 2013
09/18/2013 - 09/22/2013 Berkeley
- Berkeley Venues, Shows will be held
in various venues around Berkeley,
visit the web site for details. Bands Include: Foghorn Stringband For more
information, call or visit http://www.
berkeleyoldtimemusic.org/.
09/27/2013 - 09/29/2013 Sanger
- The Grove, 14265 E Goodfellow
Ave. Bands Include: Laurie Lewis and
the Right Hands, Red Dog Ash, The
Central Valley Boys, Bean Creek, The
Dim Lights, Sagebrush, GrassKickers, Poor Valley Band, The Valley Oak
Band, Uncle Ephus, Grassfire, The
Kings River Gospelaires and Kids on
Bluegrass For more information, call
Stan Allen at 559-696-0382 or email
grovefestival2012@comcast.net or
visit www.cbaontheweb.org.
JAM SESSIONS
SUNDAY
Altadena - Coffee Gallery Backstage,
2029 North Lake Blvd.. For more
information or reservations, call
(626) 794-2424 or visit http://
www.coffeegallery.com.
Arroyo Grande - SLO Down Pub,
1200 E. Grand Ave. (at Briscoe).
Bluegrass Jam 5:30 to 8:30 pm.
For more information or reservations, call Roger Siminoff at 805474-4876 or email siminoff@
siminoff.com.
Berkeley - Freight & Salvage, 2020
Addison Street. See the Freight’s
Workshop page for more details.
For more information or reservations, call Ran Bush at 510-5258156 or email ranbush@gmail.
com or visit www.freightandsalvage.org.
Castro Valley - United Methodist Church, 19806 Wisteria St.
California Old Time Fiddlers
Association jam at 1:30 p.m. For
more information or reservations,
call 510-278-7180 or visit http://
www.csotfa9.org./.
Columbia - Jack Douglass Saloon,
22718 Main Street. Every 2nd

Sunday from 2 to 6 p.m. For more
information or reservations, call
209.532-1885 or visit http://
www.jackdouglass-saloon.com.
Coulterville - The Magnolia Saloon,
5001 Main Street at the corner of
Highway 49 and Route 132 on
the way to Yosemite. The Magnolia Saloon, a part of the Hotel Jeffery, is the oldest working saloon
in California, complete with the
original “bat wing” doors and is
one of only a few saloons to still
have them. For more information
or reservations, call 209-878-0461
or visit http://www.hoteljeffery.
com/.
Encino - Encino Park, CTMS Center for Folk Music 16933 Ventura
Blvd. Jamming inside the CTMS
Folk Center, out in front of the
Center For more information or
reservations, call Jeff at 310-3904391.
Fresno - Brooks Ranch Restaurant,
4131 S Chestnut Ave at Highway
99. California State Old Time
Fiddlers, District 2. Jams on the
second Sunday of every month at
2 p.m. Acoustic instruments welcome. For more information or
reservations, call Lynda Emanuels
at 559-924-1766 or 559-589-4100
or email semanuels@comcast.net.
La Grange - LaGrange Saloon and
Grill, 30048 Yosemite Blvd La
Grange, CA 95329. Old time jam
on the 4th Sunday of the month
For more information or reservations, call 209-853-2114.
Madera Ranchos - Madera Ranchos
Pizza Factory, 37184 Avenue 12
Madera Ranchos, CA. First Sunday of every month from 2-5 p.m.
mostly old-time and Celtic music
~~~~~ 1st hour is a slow jam For
more information or reservations,
call Kelly O’Neill at 559-2836093.
Nevada City - National Hotel, 211
Broad Street. Old time jam For
more information or reservations,
call 530-575-8766.
Orangevale - Orangevale Grange
Hall, 5805 Walnut Ave., Orangevale, CA 95662 Walnut connects between Madison Ave. and
Greenback Lane. From Sacramento take Highway 50 East to
Hazel Ave. exit and turn right
on Madison, then left on Walnut
(just past the traffic light at Pershing). . Hosted by California State
Old Time Fiddlers’ Association,
District 5. 2nd Sunday jam beginning at 1 p.m. Desserts available at
the snack bar. Donations accepted
For more information or reservations, call 916-989-0993 or email
r.standiford@comcast.net or visit
http://www.cbaontheweb.org.
Oroville - Oroville Municipal Auditorium, 1200 Myers Street. For
more information or reservations,
call 530-589-5841.
Oroville - Unity of Oroville, 1321
Robinson. This jam features old
time fiddle, bluegrass, country
western and gospel music. Free
admission, but a donation jar is
available to help offset expenses
For more information or reservations, call Bob Hedrick or Dennis
Ashley at 530-389-4844 or 530-

533-8696.
San Francisco - Progressive Grounds
Coffee Shop, Progressive Grounds
SF on 400 courtland Ave. Old
time jam 2nd and 4th Sundays at
3 p.m. For more information or
reservations, call Larry at or email
larrythe241@yahoo.com.
San Francisco - The Lucky Horseshoe, 453 Cortland Ave. Bluegrass
jam every Sunday at 4 p.m. For
more information or reservations,
call or visit http://www.theluckyhorseshoebar.com.
San Jose - Hoover Middle School, San
Jose, 1635 Park Ave.. Santa Clara
Valley Fiddlers Association Jam
session, 1 to 5 pm on 1st Sunday
of every month. Children 17 and
under are free (Visitors are NOT
free.) For more information or
reservations, call Richard Brooks
at 650-328-3939 or visit http://
www.fiddlers.org.
Santa Cruz - Ocean View Park,
Oceanview Park at 102 Ocean
View Ave. (Ocean View Ave is
off Broadway between Ocean St.
and Branciforte.). A bluegrass
and old time jam on the 4th Sunday of every month. This jam has
three separate circles: slow jam,
advanced bluegrass jam, old time
jam. Please go to http://groups.
google.com/group/santacruzjam
for more information! For more
information or reservations, call
Jessica Evans and Shirley Tudor
at 831-359-1864 or email santacruzjam@googlegroups.com or
visit http://groups.google.com/
group/santacruzjam.
Sebastopol - Sebastopol Christian
Church, 7433 Bodega Avenue
Corner of Bodega & Jewell Ave.
. Fourth Sunday gospel jam at 2
p.m. For more information or reservations, call 707-824-1960.
Sunnyvale - Sunnyvale Community
Center, Sunnyvale Community
Center 550 East Remington
Drive, use Michelangelo Street
parking lot. 3rd Sunday from 1
to 5 p.m. inside the Creative Arts
Center building north of the
theater. $5 drop in fee. For more
information or reservations, call
Paul at 775-230-3228 or email
paulcc@nvbell.net or visit http://
launch.groups.yahoo.com/group/
Sunnyvale-Jam.
Templeton - Old Carnegie Library,
City Park, between 11th and 12th
streets, Spring and Pine.. Open
acoustic jam -- all levels of ability welcome, we range from rank
beginners to accomplished professionals, and try to have something
for everyone. For more information or reservations, call or visit
http://www.folkjam.org/recurring-jam/us/ca/paso-robles/carnegie-haul.

MONDAY
Bakersfield - Rusty’s Pizza, 5430 Olive Drive (in the Von’s Center).
For more information or reservations, call Kelvin Gregory at 661392-7973 or 661-428-7044 or
email kelvin@gregspetro.com.
Berkeley - 5th String Music-Berkeley,
3051 Adeline Street. For more
information or reservations, call
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John Kornhauser at or visit http://
www.5thStringBerkeley.com.
Culver City - Industry Cafe & Jazz,
6039 Washington Blvd. For more
information or reservations, call
Jeff Fleck at 310-390-4391 or
email jfleck47@ca.rr.com.
Oakland - Baja Taqueria, Baja Taqueria, 4070 Piedmont Ave. (near
41st Street), Oakland, CA. Every
Monday, jam hosted by Tom Lucas For more information or reservations, call Joe Howton at 510547-2252 or email TRman2323@
aol.com or visit http://sfbluegrass.
org/php/tacojam.html.
Oroville - Bolt Tool Museum, 1650
Broderick Street. Instruction and
shared music time aim to encourage musicians to perform in
groups. For more information or
reservations, call 530-282-3205.
Palo Alto - Fandango’s Pizza, 3163
Middlefield at Loma Verde. Old
time jam every Monday For
more information or reservations, call 650-494-2928 or visit
http://www.fandangopizza.com/
fandango%20bluegrass.htm.
San Francisco - Amnesia, 853 Valencia St. (between 19th & 20th).
2nd and 4th Mondays at 6:30
p.m. - The Pick Jam - precedes the
Bluegrass Monday Show For more
information or reservations, call
(415) 970-0012 or visit http://
thepicksf.com/.

TUESDAY
Berkeley - 5th String Music-Berkeley, 3051 Adeline Street. For
more information or reservations,
call Ran Bush at or visit http://
www.5thStringBerkeley.com.
·   Dublin - Dublin Heritage Center, 6600 Donlon Way in the old
Murray Schoolhouse. Jam Session
from 7 to 9 p.m. on the 2nd and
4th Tuesday of every month. For
more information or reservations,
call 925-452-2100.
Modesto - Queen Bean Coffee House,
1126 14th Street. 2nd & 4th Tuesday of EVERY month, 6:30-8:30
PM. If armless chairs are required,
BYO. Flavor of music is bluegrass,
gospel, fiddle-tunes, old-time and
traditional country. Hosted by
Rainy Escobar For more information or reservations, call Rainy
Escobar at or email InamMec@
aol.com.
San Francisco - SoCha Cafe, 3235
Mission St. Fiddle tunes jam on
second Tuesdays For more information or reservations, call or visit
http://www.myspace.com/sfmissionfiddletunes.
Seaside - Seaside High School, Seaside High School Music Building
2200 Noche Buena Ave.. Bluegrass jam. 2nd and 4th Tuesday
of the month. 7:00 - 9:30 PM For
more information or reservations,
call Chuck Hurd at 831-656-9790
or email chuckhurdley@comcast.
net.
Templeton - Oak Creek Commons,
635 Nicklaus Drive. We meet in
the common room in the common building at the center of the
complex. Bring an instrument and
Continued on A-23
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join in! For more information or
reservations, call .
Ventura - Zoey’s Cafe, 185 East Santa
Clara Street. For more information or reservations, call Gene
Rubin at (805) 340-2270 or email
generubinaudio@earthlink.net or
visit http://zoeyscafe.com/index.
cfm.
WEDNESDAY
Atascadero - Paso Robles Brewing
Company, 15050 Morro Road
- located on Hwy 41 halfway between Atascadero and Morro Bay.
The first hour is easy slow jam with
sheet music provided. The second
hour can be a more advanced jam.
The third hour is open mike. For
more information or reservations,
call (805) 441-7463..
Chico - Acoustic College, 932 West
8th Ave, suite A. Bring your bluegrass instruments and song/tune
suggestions, and take advantage of
this opportunity to both meet and
play with other bluegrass players
For more information or reservations, call Jim Myers at or email
myersjj@gmail.com.
Fairfield - Straw Hat Pizza Parlor,
1295 Horizon Drive, Suite A - off
Clay Bank Road east of Airbase
Parkway. For more information
or reservations, call John Erwin at
707-448-1970.
·  Fresno – Kenny Hall & Friends Old
Time Music Jam, Every Wednesday from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m., Santa
Fe Basque Restaurant, 3110 N
Maroa Ave.
Lompoc - Southside Coffee Co, 105
S. “H” Street. For more information or reservations, call Bill at or
visit 805-736-8241.
Loomis - The Train Depot, 5775
Horseshoe Bar Road. Bluegrass
jam from 5 to 8 pm on the 1st and
3rd Wednedays of every month.
Pickers of all grades and listeners
are welcome. For more information or reservations, call Terry or
Betty Crouson at 530-885-6871.
Martinez - Alameda Arts & Wine
Fair, 707 Marina Vista Martinez,
CA 94553. Hosted by Bruce
Campbell and Red Rick Horlick
from 7 to 10 p.m., with sign up at
6:30 p.m. The house band, led by
Bruce Campbell, will be there to
back up any pickers and singers.
Are you a bluegrass musician that
hasn’t hit the big time yet? Then,
come on down to Armando’s and
get on stage with some of the hottest bluegrass players in the Bay
Area. Are you a bluegrass fan? 3
hours of music for $3! For more
information or reservations, call
Eloise Cotton at 925-229-1989
or visit www.armandosmartinez.
com.
Petaluma - Aqus Cafe, 189 H Street .
4th Wednesday Bluegrass and Old
Time open jam from 7 to 9 p.m.
For more information or reservations, call 707.778.6060 or visit
http://www.aquscafe.com.
San Francisco - Plough and Stars,
116 Clement St. (between 2nd &
3rd Ave.) . Jam hosted by Jeanie
& Chuck Poling For more infor-

mation or reservations, call 415751-1122 or visit http://www.
theploughandstars.com.
San Jose - Armadillo Willy’s BBQ,
2071 Camden Ave. 1st, 3rd and
5th Wednesday jam For more
information or reservations, call
Ralph Hendricks at 408-3719033 or 510-912-9836 or email
REHendricks@sbcglobal.net or
visit http://www.armadillowillys.
com/locations.html.
San Jose - San Jose Jam, Armadillo
Willys BBQ 2071 Camden Avenue. 6:30 - 9:30pm For more
information or reservations, call
Ralph Hendricks at (510) 9129836 or email REHendricks@
sbcglobal.net.
Santa Barbara - Alice Keck Park, . The
Glendessary Jam (old time music)
meets every Wednesday at Alice
Keck Park (summers) and indoors
(winter) on Glendessary Lane,
starting at 5:30 PM. For more information or reservations, call .
Santa Clara - Bluz By-you, 1240 Coleman Ave,Santa Clara, CA 95050.
1st, 3rd and 5th Wednesdays for
jamming For more information or
reservations, call 408.588.1111 or
email dcfiddles@gmail.com or visit http://www.bluzbyyou.com/.
Santa Clara - Neto’s Market & Grill,
1313 Franklin St. Jams on the
1st and 3rd Wednesday of each
month from 6 to 8:30 p.m. Arrive
early for great food and company!
For more information or reservations, call or visit http://netosmarketandgrill.com/home.
Sonora - Christopher’s Ristorante
Italiano, Christopher’s Ristorante
Italiano 160 Washington Street
in the historic Sonora Inn . Ukulele jam 2nd Wednesday of every
month at 6 p.m. For more information or reservations, call 209
533 2600.
Vacaville - Vacaville Winestyles, Vacaville Winestyles 11-B Town
Square Place Vacaville, CA 95688
Regular Jam, 3rd Wednesday of
each month, from 7 to 9:00 pm
Jam is intermediate and above.
Each participant needs to be able
to lead three songs For more information or reservations, call John
Erwin at (707) 447-9463 or visit
http://www.winestyles.net.
Woodbridge - The Woodbridge
Grange, 1074 Academy St. For
more information or reservations,
call Jarod Hensel at or email possumkiller@rocketmail.com
or
visit woodbridgegrange482.org.
THURSDAY
Alameda - The Frog and Fiddle, 1544
Webster Street. Jam starts around
7:30 p.m. and is open to both beginners and experienced players
alike. For more information or
reservations, call Peter Barnato at
510-522-FROG (510-522-3764)
or email frogandfiddle@gmail.
com or visit http://www.frogand
fiddle.com.
Berkeley - 5th String Music-Berkeley,
3051 Adeline Street. For more
information or reservations, call
Emery Barter at or visit http://
www.5thStringBerkeley.com.
Chico - Cafe Flo, 365 E 6th St. This

is not a bluegrass jam, as I understand it, but allow participants
to jam with others to basic chord
progressions For more information or reservations, call or visit
lifeatflo.weebly.com.
Corte Madera - Marin Lutheran
Church, Marin Lutheran Church
649 Meadowsweet . Bluegrass jam
1st and 3rd Thursday 7:30 to 10
p.m. For more information or reservations, call Emily Riddell at or
email emily@emilyriddell.com or
visit uimfamilyministry@earthlink.net.
Folsom - Landmark Baptist Church,
609 Figueroa St. New pickers welcome For more information or
reservations, call 916-990-0719.
Morgan Hill - Morgan Hill Grange
Hall, 40 East 4th St. 1st, 2nd and
4th Thursday night jam. For more
information or reservations, call
Tim Edes at (408) 779-5456 or
email larryphegley@gmail.com
or visit http://www.cbaontheweb.
org.
Murphys - Figaro’s Pizza, 164 E
Highway 4 Murphys, California
(next to Murphys Suites Hotel).
Bluegrass and acoustic jam on the
1st and 3rd Thursdays from 6 to 9
p.m. at the Growler Craft Brewery
aka Figaro’s Pizza For more information or reservations, call 209728-1162.
Napa - Napa Jam, Pizza Hut - 3510
Jefferson St., Napa, Ca. Bluegrass
and Fiddle Jam Session every
Thursday night (except holidays)
from 7 pm to 9:30 pm in Napa.
Please call for details. For more
information or reservations, call
Dan Martin at or email powderdan@comcast.net.
Paso Robles - Linnaea’s Coffee House
& Cafe, 1110 Garden Street. Old
Time Jam every third Thursday of
the month For more information
or reservations, call 805-541-5888
or visit http://linnaeas.com/.
Roseville - The Strum Shop, 408
Roseville Square . For more information or reservations, call
Stu Herreid at or email stu@thestrumshop.com or visit www.thestrumshop.com.
Sacramento - Old Ironsides, 1901
10th Street. For more information or reservations, call 916-4439751.
San Francisco - Atlas Cafe, 3049 20th
Street (at Alabama) San Francisco.
All acoustic string band jam For
more information or reservations,
call JimBo Trout at 415-648-1047
or email jimbotrout@gmail.com
or visit http://www.atlascafe.net.

FRIDAY
Jamestown - Smoke Cafe, 18191 Main
St Jamestown . Jamestown Jam at
7 p.m. For more information or
reservations, call 209-984-3733
or email mandobill@att.net.
Placerville - Main Street Music, 263
Main Street at the corner of Center. For more information or reservations, call 530-622-1357.
Sonora - Mi Pueblo Restaurant, 126
S Washington St. Down the steps
and next to the creek, held 2nd
and 4th Fridays unless there is a
major bluegrass event that day. For

more information or reservations,
call or email billschneiderman@
gmail.com.

SATURDAY
Arroyo Grande - Lightning Joe’s
Guitar Heaven, 100 East Branch
Street in the Historic Village, just
off Highway 101 at Grand Ave.
Bluegrass, old time, old grass,
originals, country, newgrass. We
will explore tunes with an emphasis on on working them up to
speed, understanding the forms
and allowing the players to find
a place to shine. Plenty of stools
but bring music stands. go up For
more information or reservations,
call 805-481-2226.
Bakersfield - Dagny’s Coffee Company, 1600 20th Street. For more
information or reservations, call
Jeff Russinsky at 661-364-1553
or 661-324-7504 or visit http://
www.dagnyscoffee.com/.
Chico - Cafe Flo, 365 E 6th St. All
bluegrass pickers (and listeners)
welcome! Plan to get some good
food, coffee or tea, or a beer to
support owner & music lover
Mark Watts and his employees,
who will be allowing us to gather
there for our bluegrass jams. For
more information or reservations,
call Lucy Smith at 530-894-1449
or email lucyinchico@hotmail.
com.
Chico - Upper Crust Bakery, 130
Main Street. Folk Music Jam, 1st
Saturday of every month. Call
for more details. For more information or reservations, call Steve
Johnson at 530-345-4128.
Citrus Heights - Round Table Pizza,
7867 Lichen Dr. For more information or reservations, call 560409-4012.
Clovis - Clovis Senior Center, 850
Fourth St. Every 1st and 3rd Saturday from 7 to 10 p.m. All levels
welcome, open jam, bring your instruments and join in the fun. For
more information or reservations,
call Kelly Broyles at 559-977-3598
or email kelly.broyles@sbcglobal.
net.
Dublin - Dublin Heritage Center, Old
St. Raymond’s Church 6600 Donlon Way. Slow/practice Jam Session
from 1 to 4 pm on the 2nd and 4th
Saturday of every month. For more
information or reservations, call
925-452-2100.
Fremont - Mission Pizza & Pub, 1572
Washington Blvd., Fremont, CA
Washington Blvd Exit Off 680
Between 680 and Paseo Padre
Parkway. For more information or
reservations, call Phil Willis at 510651-6858/510-574-1880 or email
info@missionpizza.com or visit
http://www.missionpizza.com.
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Marysville - The Brick Coffee House
and Cafe, 316 D Street Phone for
The Brick is 530-743-5283. Bluegrass and old-time jam on the first
Saturday of every month from 3
to 6 p.m. All skill levels are welcome and standard jam protocol
is follow. For more information
or reservations, call Kit Burton
or Janet Crott at (530)743-0413
or (530)701-5090 or email kitburton@hotmail.com or janetcrott@yahoo.com or visit http://
thebrickcoffeehouse.com/.
Santa Clara - Edward Peterman Museum of Railroad History at Santa Clara Depot, Santa Clara Amtrak Station (Santa Clara Depot)
across from Santa Clara University 1005 Railroad Avenue Santa
Clara, CA 95050. A friendly
bluegrass music jam, intermediate to advanced. Sunny days, jam
outside on the SW corner next
big shady tree. Rainy days - jam
inside the museum. Free parking in front of the museum. Paid
parking (not checked often)to
south and west of museum For
more information or reservations,
call Mary M. Kennedy at 408241-5920 or email kennedymk@
comcast.net.
Sebastopol - Coffee Catz, 6761 Sebastopol Ave #300 Highway 12
just east of Sebastopol by the
Sebastopol Inn. Every Saturday
afternoon jam from 2 to 5 p.m.
~~~ This is not a slow jam or
beginner’s jam, intermediate and
above players are expected and
new additions are always welcome. For more information or
reservations, call 707-829-6600
or visit http://www.coffeecatz.
com/.
·   Templeton - Matt’s Music, 211 S
Main Street. Out under the tree
in front of the store. Bring your
acoustic Instruments of choice
and be ready to have a good time!
For more information or reservations, call 805-237-0054 or email
matt@mattsmusicandmore.com
or visit http://www.mattsmusicandmore.com.
OTHER
05/04/2013 - Angels Camp – Angel’s Camp Mercantile Cafe and
Bakery, 1267 S Main St. Open
mic night every Sunday from 6 to
10 p.m.  For more information or
reservations, call 209-890-7155.
05/09/2013 - Sonora – Sonora Joe’s
Coffee House, 140 S Washington
Ave. Open mic from 7 to 9 p.m.
on 2nd and 4th Thursdays, 15
minutes per performer (3 songs)
For more information or reservations, call Sean or Russ at 209533-2564 or 209-433-4900.

Attention bands, promoters, venues – if you would like
to have your performances, concerts, festivals or jam
sessions listed in the Bluegrass Breakdown and on the
CBA website, please send your information to CBA
Calendar Editor - Candy Sponhaltz at
candy.sponhaltz@gmail.com

A-24

Bluegrass Breakdown

May 2013

