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www.cbaontheweb.org

Feature articles, news, recipes, 
reviews...  & more!

I n s i d e  t h i s  i s s u e
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CBA old time music

Continued on A-5

Kings River Bluegrass Festival
September 27-29 - Sanger, CA

2013 Golden Old Time 
Campout - August 22-25

By Stan and Charlotte Allen
	 The	 Kings	 River	 Bluegrass	 Festival	
has	prepared	another	great	weekend	Sep-
tember	27,	28	and	29	in	the	edge	of	the	
foothills	at	The	Grove	 located	at	14265	
E.	Goodfellow	Ave	Sanger	CA	93657.	
	 Laurie	Lewis	and	The	Right	Hands	
will	 be	 our	 featured	 artist	 this	 year.	
Laurie	 will	 also	 be	 doing	 a	 song	 writing	
workshop	during	our	dinner	break,	Tom	
Rozum	will	be	doing	a	Mandolin	work-
shop	 and	 Chad	 Manning	 will	 be	 doing	
a	 fiddle	 workshop.	 We	 will	 have	 other	
workshops	also,	and	will	disclose	those	as	

CBA Fall festival

Laurie Lewis will be there!

got leadership?

“Bluegrassin’ in the 
Foothills” - Plymouth
- September 20-22, 2013, 
Amador County Fairgrounds

they	are	finalized.	With	Bean	Creek,	The	
Central	Valley	Boys,	Red	Dog	Ash,	The	
Dim	 Lights,	 Sagebrush,	 Kids	 on	 Blue-
grass	with	Frank	Sullivan	SR.,	and	other	
bands	ready	to	perform,	the	music	will	be	
awesome.	
	 Camping	starts	on	Monday	Septem-
ber	 23th	 for	 just	 $10.00	 a	 day	 Monday,	
Tuesday,	and	Wednesday.	Thursday	Thru	
Sunday	 are	 free	 to	 all	 who	 purchase	 a	 3	
day	pass.	It	will	be	dry	camping	with	no	
water	or	electric	hook-ups.	We	will	have	

By Larry Baker
	 The	 mystic	 of	 the	 Plym-
outh	 fairgrounds	 offers	 some-
thing	magical	that	isn’t	found	at	
too	 many	 other	 venues.	 Plym-
outh	has	something	unique	and	
offers	just	what	fans	and	pickers	
look	for	at	every	turn	a	new	jam	
that	 somehow	 grows	 on	 you	
and	goes	well	into	the	late	night	
and	early	morning	hours,	along	
with	the	warm	late	summer	eve-
nings;	tradition	in	the	foothills,	
where	the	jamming	is	always	su-
perb.	You	want	a	great	weekend	
of	 memorable	 bluegrass	 then	
Plymouth	 will	 be	 the	 place	 for	
fun,	 laughter	 and	 some	 of	 the	
best	 music	 and	 entertainment	
on	 today’s	 circuit!	 It’s	 time	 to	
come	 help	 celebrate	 the	 11th	
annual	 Plymouth	 “Bluegrassin’	
In	 the	 Foothills.”	 The	 action	
gets	underway	Sept	20-22,	2013	at	the	Amador	County	Fair-
grounds	in	Plymouth	with	gates	opening	for	early	camping	
&	jamming	on	Monday	Sept	16,	2013.
	 If	you’re	a	traditionalist	or	if	you	are	a	toe-tapper	we’ve	
got	it	all.	The	2013	festival	will	again	bring	a	variety	of	bands	

Continued on A-5

Our good friends

By Vaughn and Glenda Lew
Statewide	area	VP’s
welzzub@sbcglobal.net

	 There’s	been	a	change	in	the	venue	for	our	CBA	Fall	
Campout	and	Yearly	Meeting.	We	will	be	having	our	Fall	
Campout	at	the	Lodi	Grape	Festival	&	Harvest	Fair	fair-
grounds,	 located	at	413	East	Lockeford	Street,	Lodi.	 	 It’s	
easy	access	off	Highway	99.
	 RV’s	 are	 $25.00	 per	 night	 and	 tents	 are	 $10.00	 per	
night.
	 The	Grape	Festival	will	be	giving	us	access	to	a	 large	
covered	 area,	 and,	 starting	 Wednesday	 to	 a	 equally	 large	
dining	hall.
	 Saturday	we	will	have	our	CBA	dinner	(menu	still	to	
come)	cake	and	 ice	cream	all	 for	$7.00.	 	After	dinner	we	
will	learn	the	winners	of	the	instrument	raffle	drawings	and	
the	results	of	the	new	CBA	Board	of	Directors	elections.		
Also	don’t	forget	the	special	campout	raffle.		Music	will	be	

CBA Fall Campout 
Lodi - October 14-20

Continued on A-4

Photo: Scott Peterson

New venue

Central	 to	this	historic	success	 is	a	 leadship	team,	 its	core	
being	the	elected	board	of	directors.

	 The	 CBA	 is	 a	 membership	 association	 with	 a	 goal	 to	
preserve	and	promote	bluegrass	and	old	time	music	 in	the	
Golden	State.	For	nearly	forty	years,	volunteers	have	stepped	
forward	to	make	sure	the	mission	is	accomplished.		

Seat open on the CBA board of directors

Continued on A-7

Lake Sonoma, August 22-25. Lake Sonoma is a US 
Army Corps of Engineers lake, east of Healdsburg 

and Cloverdale. Info at www.cbaontheweb.org.

Wayne Taylor.
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candy.sponhaltz@gmail.com
Kids on Bluegrass Page 
Jill Cruey
jillc@netvista.net
Sharon Elliott
shickey6@yahoo.com
Bill Downs - Links , Music 
Instructors, and Luthiers 
bilnfay@ix.netcom.com
Photo Gallery Manager – Ken 
Reynolds
cprhds2@caltel.com
Radio Grass – Darla Novak
Novakd42@apol.com
Recorded Music – George 
Ireton
george@shastawebdesign.com
Splash Page/MP3 Manager 
– Pat Garcia
patgarcia@direcway.com

Website Welcome Columnists
Monday—1st—Mark Varner
Monday—2nd—Randy Morton
Monday—3rd—Bert Daniel
Monday—4th—Chuck Poling 
Tuesday—1st—Geoff Morris
Tuesday—2nd—Ted Lehmann
Tuesday—3rd--Nate Schwartz
Tuesday—4th—Rick Cornish
Wednesdays—Bruce Campbell
Thursday—1st—Dave Williams
Thursday—2nd-- George Martin
Thursday—3rd—Randy Shelton
Thursday—4th—J.D. Rhynes
Friday—1st—Brooks Judd
Friday—2nd—Cliff Compton
Friday—3rd—Regina Bartlett
Friday—4th—Bill Evans
Saturday—1st—Marty Varner
Saturday—2nd—
 John Karsemeyer
Saturday—3rd—Cameron Little
Saturday—4th—Brian McNeal
Sunday—1st—Marcos Alvira
Sunday—2nd—Bert Daniel
Sunday—3rd—Geoff Sargent
Sunday—4th—Jean Ramos

2012/2013 
Leadership Team

cba_publicity@yahoo.com
Steve and Kathy West- 
Membership Recruitment
stevewoodhogwest_1999@yahoo.com
Vaughn & Glenda Lew – Statewide 
Activities VP
PO Box 2028
Murphy’s, CA 95247
welzzub@sbcglobal.net
Vaugh cell: 209-606-4623
Glenda cell: 209-606-5356
John Duncan – Goodwill 
Ambassador 
2915 57th Street
Sacramento, CA 95817
916-736-0415

Area Activities Vice Presidents
Vaugh and Glenda Lew
welzzub@sbcglobal.net
Mark Hogan – North Coast
phone 707-829-8012
hogiemoon@comcast.net
Bruno Brandli – East Bay
510-533-2792
darbyandbruno@comcast.net
Bill Schneiderman – Delta-Sierra
209-586-3815
billschneiderman@gmail.com
John Hettinger - Sacramento
113 Puffer Way
Folsom, CA 95630 
916-990-0719        
bluegrass@shaunv.com
Chuck Poling - San Francisco
polingsf@gmail.com
Lucy Smith – Butte and Tehama 
Counties
530-894-1449
lucyinchico@hotmail.com
Roger Siminoff – Central Coast
805-801-8750
siminoff@siminoff.net
Craig Wilson – South San Joaquin 
Valley
661-589-8249
craigw1@sbcglobal.net
Stan Allen – Fresno/Kings County
rollingbonz3344@comcast.net
Jenny Williams - Solano and Yolo 
Counties
info@RealGoneDaddies.com
Larry Phegley - South Bay Area
47 Ralston Drive
Monterey, CA   93940
larry.phegley@gmail.com
Dan Martin - Napa County
707 287 6953
powderdan@comcast.net
Bob Schwartz - Contra Costa 
County
(925) 932-0589
RSchwartz@TruckerHuss.com
Larry Carlin - Marin County
415-332-8498
l_carlin@hotmail.com
Marcos Alvira - Merced, Mariposa, 
Stanislaus
209-383-3432
mercedbluegrass@sbcglobal.net
Vicki Frankel - San Mateo County 
Area
vicki.frankel@gmail.com

Year-Round Jobs
Rick Cornish - Director of 
Operations
rickcornish7777@hotmail.com
Kelly Senior - Investment Advisor
Mark Varner - Editor, Bluegrass 
Breakdown
PO Box 1245
Boulder Creek, CA 95006
831-338-0618
mrvarner@ix.netcom.com
Bob Calkins – Photographer
530-644-1587
motherlode@innercite.com
Mike Melnyk - Photographer
mike@mikemelnyk.com
Randy Shelton – Photographer
randy.shelton@comcast.net
Bruce Long – Darrell Johnston Kids 
Lending Library
kidslendinglibrary@gmail.com
Max Schwartz - Teen 
Ambassador
maxschwartz17@gmail.com
Alicia Meiners – E-Commerce Mgr.
ameiners@sbcglobal.net
408-683-0666
John Erwin – Mail Ticket Sales

707-448-1970
john.erwin@sbcglobal.net
Lee Hardesty – Insurance Advisor
916-961-6316
hrdst@comcast.net
Jack Hyland – 
Mercantile Co-Coordinator
209-303-0015
jck49hyland@yahoo.com
Frank Solivan – Kids on Stage 
Director/ Ambassador at large
408-656-8549
Whit Washburn – 
Contract Legal Advisor
916- 996-8400
wfwashburn@wfwashburn.com 
Debra Livermore – 
Volunteer Coordinator
916-601-7233
deblivermore@gmail.com
Mark Hogan - Audio Archive 
Project co-coordinator
707-829-8012
hogiemoon@comcast.net
Dave Nielsen - Audio Archive 
Project co-coordinator
David Carlsen - Sebastopol Jam 
Master
davidacarlson62@hotmail.com
Steve Goldfield - Old Time 
Coordinator 
stevegoldfield@yahoo.com
Geoff Sargent - Music Camp 
Laison
510-207-2046
geoffreysargent@gmail.com
Brooks Judd - Broadcast Publicity 
Coordinator
2600 Craig Ct
Turlock, CA   95382
shejudd@charter.net
Josh Michaels - Elections 
Coordinator
cbaEcommerce@gmail.com
Larry Kuhn - IBMA Laison
folsomflash@yahoo.com

Festival Coordinators
Stan Allen - Kings River Festival 
Director
rollingbonz3344@comcast.net
Mark Hogan – Sebastopol 
Festival Director
3980 Monika Ct.
Sebastopol, CA 95472-5741
707-829-8012
hogiemoon@comcast.net
David Brace - Father’s Day 
Festival Director
1704 Banyan Court
Ceres, CA   95307
DHB1221@me.com
TJ Carskadon - Vern’s Stage
tjcarskadon@gmail.com
Debra Livermore – 
Vern’s manager
916-601-7233
deblivermore@gmail.com
Kathleen Rushing – Music Camp 
Children’s Program
9780 Mennet Way
San Ramon, Ca 94583
925 828 5825
Kafween@mac.com
Lisa Burns - Corporate 
Sponsorship Coordinator
lisa@lisaonbass.com
Larry Baker – Concessions
209-785-4693
roaddog@caltel.com
Randy Morton - Electrical, Com-
munications and Transportation 
Coordinator
2450 Lakeview Loop
Stonyford, CA   95979
mtnfamily@wildblue.net
Slim Sims - Safety and 
Hospitality Coordinator
760-762-6828
slim1070@msn.com
Chris Olivolo – 
Stage Construction
colivolo@gmail.com
John Skaar – 
Handicapped Camping
509-427-8928
skaarjohn@gmail.com
Craig Wilson - Full Hookup 
Lottery Coordinator
11119 Academy Avenue,
Bakersfield, CA 93312
661-589-8249

craigw1@sbcglobal.net
Jeanie Poling – T-Shirt 
Coordinator
Jim Ingram – 
Entertainment Coordinator
408-847-6837
silvanis@wildblue.net
Dan Martin - Slow Jam 
Coordinator
707 287 6953
powderdan@comcast.net
Ron Rose - Gate Crew 
Coordinator
bg_gittar@yahoo.com
Mike McGar – Gate Ticket Sales
209-572-3735
mcgarm@yosemite.edu
Bill Meiners – Comp. Tickets
408-683-0666
billmeiners@att.net
Janet Peterson and Peter Langston 
– Music Camp Directors
CBAcamp@psl.to
Charlene Sims - Raffle 
co-ordinator 
casims@msn.com
Carol Canby - Water Booth coord.
530-832-0340
canbysonthego@msn.com
Barbara Gray & Gary Smith- Ice 
Booth
Dorothy McCoy - Headquarters 
Telephone co-ordinator 
530-663-0025
rd53mccoy@gmail.com
Patty Thorpe - Utility coordinator 
916-929-9185
John Lonczak - 
Dancing coordinator
408- 247-5706
Mike Martin - 
Handicap Taxi Coordinator 
707-333-5784
Cameron Little - Signs

Web Team
Bands – Grant Johnston
livebluegrass@aol.com
Calendar – Candy Sponhaltz

Board of Directors
David Brace - Father’s Day 
Festival Director
2608 Paradise Road
Modesto, CA   95358
DHB1221@me.com
Darby Brandli - President /Youth 
Program Coordinator
2106 - 9th Avenue
Oakland, CA 94606-2612
510-735-6364
darbyandbruno@comcast.net
Bruce Campbell - Membership VP
Publicity Director
524 Masonic St
Martinez, Ca94553
925-228-1658
cba_publicity@yahoo.com
Tim Edes – Chairman of the 
Board
17720 Telfer Drive
Morgan Hill, CA 95037
408-779-5456
t.edes@verizon.net
Montie Elston – Treasurer
5631 Tish Circle
Olivehurst, CA 95961
530-763-5056
fiddle3@comcast.net
Steve Goldfield - Old-Time Music 
Coordinator
4428 Tompkins Avenue
Oakland, CA 94619
510-482-8970
stevegoldfield@yahoo.com
Dave Gooding - TAG Chairman
P.O. Box 462
Elmira, CA   95625-0462
davegooding@sbcglobal.net
Mark Hogan – Sebastopol 
Festival Director
3980 Monika Court
Sebastopol, CA  95472
707-829-8012
hogiemoon@comcast.net
Jack Hyland
P.O.Box 333
Hughson, CA  95326
209-602-1731
jck49hyland@yahoo.com
Jim Ingram - FDF Entertainment 
Coordinator, FDF Contracts
5270 Hecker Pass
Gilroy, CA  95020
408-847-6837
silvanis@wildblue.net
Carl Pagter – Chairman Emeritus
17 Julianne Court
Walnut Creek, CA 94595-2610
925-938-4221
carlpagter@webtv.net
J.D. Rhynes – Director Emeritus 
P.O. Box 1303
West Point, CA 95255-1303
209-293-1296
jdrhynes@volcano.net
Geoffrey Sargent - Assistant to 
the Chairman
1477 Via Manzanas
San Lorenzo, CA  94580
510-207-2046
geoffreysargent@gmail.com

Officers
Darby Brandli - President
2106 - 9th Avenue
Oakland, CA 94606-2612
510-533-2792
darbyandbruno@comcast.net
Montie Elston -- Treasurer
5631 Tish Circle
Olivehurst, CA   95961
fiddle3@comcast.net
Valerie Cornejo – Assistant 
Treasurer
916-712-7067
notableval@sbcglobal.net
Colleen Hogan – Secretary
colleen_hogan@comcast.net
Bruce Campbell - Membership 
Management VP
524 Masonic St
Martinez, Ca94553
925-228-1658

615-646-4900 - soundwavestudio@aol.com
Nashville, TN

Contact information:
For information on the CBA and 

its events contact our 
Director of Operations 

Rick Cornish at 209-588-9214 or
rickcornish7777@hotmail.com
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California Bluegrass Association Membership Application
First Name Last Name Spouse:  First Name Last Name
____________________  ____________________                    __________________  ______________________
Address __________________________________  Child(ren) __________________________________________
City ____________________________  State _______  Zip __________  Year of Birth __________________

Phone __________________________  Email: _______________________________

Membership includes 12 issues of the Bluegrass Breakdown, and discount prices for 
all CBA sponsored festivals and concerts.  Band memberships available for out-of-
state bands.  Each member is entitled to one copy of the publication.  Please write 
names and addresses on a separate sheet of paper. Prices subject to change 
without notice. Out of United States? Postal rates may be higher, please 
inquire.

Membership Categories:
Single Membership $25.00
With Spouse/other added $30.00
Teens 16-18 (voting) $5.00 each
(Children under 16 included free)
Band Memberships Out of State Only
(3-5 Members) $40.00

Please sign me up for the following:
_____ Single - 1 vote for _____ year(s) @$25
_____ Couple - 2 votes for _____ year(s) @$30
_____ Add ____ voting Children @$5 each

Children’s names and birthdates: __________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

If Senior Citizens (65 and over), please list birth years:
____________________________________________

____ New    ____ Renewal of Member #_____________

Membership Total  $________________

TOTAL ENCLOSED $________________
Please make checks payable to California Bluegrass Association (CBA).  

Mail to: CBA Membership Vice President Bruce Campbell
PO Box 152

San Ramon, CA 94583
For information, call 925-228-1658 

or email CBA_publicity@yahoo.com

California Bluegrass Association
Bluegrass Breakdown

is published monthly as a tabloid newspaper at PO Box 152, San Ramon, 
CA 94583, by the California Bluegrass Association.  The CBA is a non-
profit organization founded in 1974 and is dedicated to the furtherance of 
Bluegrass, Old-Time, and Gospel music.  The views of the authors does not 
nessesarily reflect the views of the CBA or its Board of Directors. Member-
ship in the CBA costs $25 a year and includes a subscription to the Bluegrass 
Breakdown.  A spouse’s membership may be added for an additional $5 and 
children between 13 and 18 for $1.00 per child.  Children 13-18 who wish 
to vote will have to join for $10.00.  Names and ages are required.
 Band memberships are only available for the out of state bands; cost 
is $40.  Subscription to the Bluegrass Breakdown without membership is 
available only to foreign locations.  Third class postage is paid at Stockton, 
California.  Bluegrass Breakdown (USPS 315-350).  Postmaster please send 
address changes to:  Bluegrass Breakdown, P.O. Box 152 San Ramon, CA 
94583.   Copy and advertising deadline is the 1st of the month, one month 
prior to publication (i.e. February  deadline is January 1st, etc).     
 Members are encouraged to attend all board meetings. Please contact 
any board member or call the CBA office at 209-588-9214 for information 
and directions.
           Please send all contributions and advertisements to:

Mark Varner, editor - P.O. Box 1245, Boulder Creek, CA 95006
831-338-0618 -- email mrvarner@ix.netcom.com

Visit our Web Site at: www.cbaontheweb.org
Editor .........................................................................Mark Varner
Columnist ............................................................. Roger Siminoff
Columnist ................................................................. Allan French
Columnist ................................................................ Chuck Poling
Columnist ..................................................... Eileen Kleinschmidt
Columnist ............................................................... Darby Brandli
Columnist................................................................Cliff Compton
Columnist .......................................................................Joe Weed
Columnist .............................................................. Geff Crawford
Columnist ......................................................................Sid Lewis
Columnist ...............................................................Wayne Erbsen
Photography............. ......................... Bob Calkins, Mike Melnyk
Graphics.........................................Stephen Johnson, Mark Varner
Recording Reviews & Interviews ..........................Brenda Hough
©2010 California Bluegrass Association.  All Rights Reserved.  Reprint requests 
must be made in advance by contacting the Editor.

Bluegrass Breakdown  Advertising Rates
Display Advertising
Full Page- 10” wide X 12.75” high ......................... $255.00
Half Page  - horizontal -- 10” wide X 6.5” tall ....... $144.00
Half Page - vertical -- 4.5” wide X 12.75” tall  ...... $134.00
Quarter Page 4.5” wide X 6.5” tall ........................... $70.00
Business Card - 2 columns wide (3 7/8”) X 2” tall  .. $35.00
 Flyer insertion is available. Inquire for cost. 
 Other sizes of advertising are available. Discount pricing is applied to pre-paid ads running 3 
months, 6 months or 12 months. Please call 831-338-0618 or email: mrvarner@ix.netcom.com for 
further information.
 Advertisements should be submitted as PDF (or other approved format) files either on disc, CD or 
via e-mail.  Advertisements can be produced by the editor upon request if artwork and photographs are 
submitted in advance. 
 Advertising proofs can be FAXed or e-mailed upon request if typesetting and/or layout is required.  
Please allow at least 5 extra days for production.
 Special rates are in place for festival issues, due to the greater amount of issues printed and copies 
distributed. This is usually 200% of the regular rate, but the Board of Directors of the CBA reserves the 
right to change the policy at their discretion.  Please contact the Editor for more details.

Classified Advertising
 The current rates for classified ads are based on 3 1/2 inches of typed copy and are as follows:  
$8.00 for the first three lines and 50¢ for each additional line. 
	 All advertising must be paid for in advance unless prior arrangements have been made for billing.  
A 12% late fee will be charged if advertising invoices are not paid within 60 days of billing.

Make checks payable to the California Bluegrass Association and send check and ad to: 
Mark Varner, Editor Bluegrass Breakdown

P.O. Box 1245, Boulder Creek, CA 95006
Phone 831-338-0618 or email mrvarner@ix.netcom.com

Ads can be uploaded to the CBA FTP site at: http://www.cbaontheweb.org/AdUpload.asp

Four color ads
................$320.00
................$180.00
................$170.00
..................$90.00
..................$45.00

Black & White ads

Join or renew your CBA membership 
on line and save a stamp. 

Easy, fast, secure.

www.cbaontheweb.org

Save trees! Get 
your Bluegrass 

Breakdown 
electronically. 

Contact Bruce at
CBA_publicity@yahoo.com
and let him know you don’t 

need USPS delivery.

Hey!

Looks like a 
membership 
application!

   
    

 W
hat’s this?!
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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK - Darby Brandli, CBA President

	 For	the	 last	couple	of	decades,	
the	 CBA	 has	 provided	 an	 activity	
for	children	who	already	pick	a	gui-
tar,	mandolin,	banjo,	bass,	fiddle	or	
dobro	to	perform	on	the	Main	Stage.		
Our	 Kids	 on	 Bluegrass	 program,	
developed	 and	 led	 by	 Frank	 Soli-
van,	is	already	a	model	nation-wide	
of	 a	 performance	 event	 for	 young	
pickers/singers.	 	 Frank	 developed	
this	program	for	his	own	son	many	
years	ago	and	the	CBA	added	stage	
time	 during	 the	 festival	 and	 Frank	
has	 shown	 what	 a	 dedicated	 group	
of	 volunteers	 mixed	 with	 some	 ea-
ger	 young	 people	 can	 produce	 in	
a	 couple	 of	 days.	 	 There	 are	 many	
“graduates”	 of	 this	 program	 who	
are	avid	fans	and	some	who	became	
professional	musicians	and	perform	
on	big	stages	throughout	the	world.		
Rehearsal	 time	 occurs	 throughout	
the	 first	 three	 days	 of	 our	 four	 day	
festival	at	Grass	Valley	and	the	first	
couple	of	days	during	other	events.
	 Small	 children	 do	 not	 do	 well	
sitting	 in	an	audience	area	 for	 long	
periods	of	time	no	matter	how	good	
a	show	is.	 	The	CBA	added	what	is	
now	referred	to	as	KidFest	to	enter-
tain	 small	 children	 and	 allow	 their	
“adults”	to	listen	to	the	main	stage.		
Kathleen	 Rushing	 has	 created	 a	 vi-
brant	 recreational	 program	 held	
in	 the	 grassy	 area	 behind	 the	 main	

Building a CBA Youth 
Program
	 How	 to	 recruit	 and	 support	
the	next	generation	of	pickers,	 fans	
and	 CBA	 members	 is	 a	 question	
the	CBA	has	pondered	 for	 the	 last	
several	years	and	we	believe	we	now	
have	 the	 recipe.	We	begin	with	de-
veloping	programs	children	want	to	
attend	(see	www.cbayouthprogram.
com).	We	make	the	location	conve-
nient,	 make	 it	 affordable,	 find	 the	
best	 “counselors”	 available,	 reach	
out	 to	 the	 community	 of	 parents,	
grandparents,	CBA	members,	music	
teachers	 and	 other	 music	 organiza-
tions.		Create	it	and	they	will	come!	
	 Where	 best	 to	 introduce	 chil-
dren	to	bluegrass	and	old	time	music	
is,	of	course,	at	an	event	which	cele-
brates	the	music:		The	CBA	Father’s	
Day	Festival	on	the	Nevada	County	
Fairgrounds	 in	 Grass	 Valley,	 Cali-
fornia.		The	CBA	has	a	track	record	
of	almost	four	decades	producing	an	
event	that	is	renowned	for	introduc-
ing	 Californians	 to	 the	 best	 of	 the	
best	in	bluegrass,	old-time	and	gos-
pel	 music.	 	 Add	 performance,	 rec-
reational	 and	 instructional	 activi-
ties	 and	 we	 have	 found	 the	 recipe,	
mixed	with	camping	in	a	convenient	
and	lovely	location,	held	just	as	the	
school	year	winds	down	is	a	winning	
combination,	a	tasty	treat.

stage	 lawn	 area	 where	 children	 can	
be	 noisy,	 can	 play,	 can	 complete	
crafts	 without	 disturbing	 the	 audi-
ence	and	allow	parents	to	continue	
to	 enjoy	 the	 music.	 	 Our	 KidFest	
has	 grown	 year	 by	 year	 and	 this	
year	 a	 record	 number	 of	 children	
attended.	 	Kathleen	purchased	200	
hats	for	children	to	decorate	and	all	
were	utilized	so	we	have	a	“sense”	of	
how	many	children	participated	this	
year.	 	 Children	 must	 be	 supervised	
by	an	adult	so	we	had	as	many	adults	
as	 children	 throughout	 the	 course	
of	the	festival.	 	The	CBA	has	had	a	
children’s	 recreational	 program	 for	
two	decades	but	the	move	to	an	area	
near	 the	 main	 stage	 was	 the	 key	 to	
its	current	success.
	 For	years	the	CBA	has	wanted	
to	 add	 an	 instructional	 activity	 for	
children	beyond	the	casual	explora-
tion	of	instruments	and	strumming	
KidFest	 provides.	 	 We	 wanted	 a	
focused	 and	 formal	 program	 of	 in-
struction	 on	 stringed	 instruments	
for	 beginners	 as	 well	 as	 advanced	
players.		We	struggled	with	the	con-
cept	 for	 a	 number	 of	 years	 and	 fi-
nally	decided	to	hire	an	experienced	
group	of	people	and	institute	a	Blue-
grass	Camp	for	Kids	in	2013	(note:		
the	name	will	change	for	2014).		We	
approached	 Kate	 Hamre,	 Director	
of	Bluegrass	Camps	for	Kids	(www.

bluegrasscampsforkids.com),	 and	
signed	 a	 contract	 to	 produce	 our	
first	 ever	 instructional	 camp	 for	
children.	 	 All	 marketing,	 outreach,	
enrollment,	 fundraising	 was	 han-
dled	by	the	CBA	and	then	handed	
over	 to	 Kate	 and	 her	 handpicked	
faculty.	 	 Our	 first	 camp	 was,	 by	 all	
accounts	of	children	and	parents,	a	
sold-out	rousing	success	and	off	we	
go	 into	 the	 future!	 	 We	 had	 huge	
participation	 by	 our	 membership	
in	 forming	 a	 scholarship	 fund	 (the	
CBA	is	a	501(c)(3)	non-profit	and	
all	contributions	are	tax	deductible)	
and	 were	 able	 to	 offer	 scholarship	
dollars	to	all	who	needed	the	help.
	 Next	 year	 we	 will	 increase	
the	 number	 of	 children	 we	 enroll,	
change	 the	 name	 of	 the	 event	 (too	
much	 confusion	 with	 KOB	 and	
KidFest	and	the	CBA	Music	Camp	
this	 year)	 and	 perhaps	 make	 some	
slight	changes	to	the	schedule.	 	We	
are	reviewing	what	went	“right”	(al-
most	 everything)	 and	 what	 needs	
adjustment.	 	 The	 camp	 gathered	
three	dozen	children	7-16	together	
and	put	 instruments	 in	their	hands	
and	 the	 children	 learned	 and	 blos-
somed.	 	 Mix	 together	 four	 days	
of	 classes	 culminating	 in	 a	 perfor-
mance	 on	 a	 stage	 (Pioneer	 Stage,	
Saturday	 afternoon	 at	 3P)	 and	 the	
kids	 become	 hooked	 on	 the	 music.		
Enrollment	for	the	Father’s	Day	Fes-
tival	 camp	will	begin	 January	2014	
(before	 Early	 Bird	 Ticket	 sales	 end	
because	we	do	require	Father’s	Day	
Festival	attendance	by	the	adults	re-
sponsible	for	the	enrollees).
	 Most	children	brought	at	least	
one	 instrument	 to	 Camp	 and	 the	
CBA	 provided	 extra	 instruments	
to	 fill	 out	 the	 curriculum.	 	 Instru-
ments	must	be	playable,	must	stay	
in	tune	and	be	sized	appropriately	
for	small	hands	to	manage.		Most	of	
the	instruments	the	CBA	provided	
were	off	the	shelf	of	our	other	suc-
cessful	 program:	 	 the	 Instrument	
Lending	 Library.	 	 Children	 enroll	
for	up	to	three	different	instrument	
instruction	 in	 addition	 to	 singing	
(and	 dancing)	 classes.	 	 Bluegrass	
Camps	for	Kids	only	uses	 instruc-
tors	who	have	experience	teaching	
children	and	Camp	Managers	who	
have	 been	 personally	 vetted.	 	 The	
children	LOVED	their	instructors	
this	year	and	the	band	Front	Coun-
try	and	Luke	Abbott	had	a	ball	as	
well.		We	had	a	couple	of	“drop	in”	
teachers	from	an	extensive	“stable”	
of	 faculty	 to	 assist	 when	 Front	
Country	was	playing	on	our	main	
stage	during	this	year’s	event
	 The	 CBA	 did	 outreach	 to	
other	 organizations	 that	 focus	 on	
providing	music	education	for	chil-
dren.	 	 The	 California	 State	 Old-
Time	 Fiddlers’	 Association	 has	
been	doing	much	of	the	same	work	
the	 CBA	 does	 for	 the	 same	 num-
ber	of	years.	 	Reaching	out	to	that	
wonderful	 organization	 seemed	
like	a	no-brainer,	we	both	promote	
American	 string	 music	 with	 a	 fo-
cus	 on	 children.	 	 We	 had	 a	 great	
turnout	from	District	6	(Northern	
California,	Redding	Area)	and	the	
NorthState	 Fiddlers	 and	 most	 of	
those	 families	 brought	 their	 chil-

dren	to	the	Kids	on	Bluegrass	event	
and	KOB	had	at	least	a	dozen	new	
fiddlers	performing	with	them.		We	
are	 happy	 we	 can	 supplement	 the	
activities	 the	 Fiddle	 Community	
provides	 and	 hope	 this	 “partner-
ship”	will	continue	into	the	future.		
George	 Fredson	 from	 Redding,	 is	
a	 member	 of	 both	 organizations	
and	helped	the	CBA	get	the	word	
out	 to	 District	 6.	 Maria	 Nadauld	
(Above	 the	 Bay	 Booking)	 helped	
with	introductions	of	the	CBA	to	
the	fiddle	community	at	the	West-
ern	 Open	 Fiddle	 Championships	
in	Red	Bluff	last	October.		Colleen	
Hogan	asked	me	to	make	a	presen-
tation	of	the	CBA	Youth	Program	
to	 District	 10	 of	 the	 California	
State	 Old-Time	 Fiddlers’	 Associa-
tion	 at	 the	 Cloverdale	 Fiddle	 and	
Bluegrass	Festival	in	May	2013.		We	
are	 looking	 for	 other	 CBA	 mem-
bers	involved	in	the	Old-Time	Fid-
dlers’	Community	to	help	us	reach	
out	 to	 other	 Districts.	 	 We	 are	 all	
in	 this	 “business”	 together:	 	 pro-
moting	 and	 preserving	 the	 music	
for	the	future	and	partnerships	are	
essential	 to	 reach	 out	 to	 the	 most	
number	 of	 young	 people.	 	 The	
CBA	has	the	ability	to	do	outreach	
through	our	large	membership	and	
via	 the	 Bluegrass	 Breakdown	 and	
www.cbaontheweb.org	 that	 other,	
smaller,	organizations	do	not	have	
and	we	definitely	want	to	reach	out	
to	 others	 doing	 the	 same	 kind	 of	
work	 and	 increase	 the	 number	 of	
programs	 we	 provide	 to	 the	 next	
generation.		
	 The	 next	 goal	 of	 the	 CBA	
Youth	Program	is	to	produce	youth	
events	 year	 round	 to	 supplement	
what	 local	 teachers	 or	 other	 orga-
nizations	are	doing	in	their	regions.		
It	is	important	for	kids	to	meet	and	
play	 music	 with	 others	 their	 same	
age	in	order	to	encourage	their	par-
ticipation	with	the	music.		Making	
music	 is	 fun	 when	 that	 music	 is	
played	with	others!	 	We	would	be	
pleased	 to	“partner”	with	 teachers	
or	music	schools	in	various	areas	of	
the	State	to	make	this	happen.	The	
Board	 of	 Directors	 of	 the	 CBA	
take	 the	 mission	 of	 the	 Associa-
tion	very	seriously	and	know	that	if	
we	don’t	introduce	children	to	the	
music	the	music	will	fade	away	and	
our	 own	 Association	 and	 others	
will	 wither	 and	 die.	 	 We	 continue	
to	 experiment	 with	 recipes	 to	 en-
sure	 that	 families	 want	 to	 attend	
our	events	because	we	know,	once	
introduced	 to	 the	 CBA	 and	 spe-
cifically	 the	 Father’s	 Day	 Festival,	
they	 will	 continue	 to	 attend	 for	
years	and	years.		The	music	and	our	
own	community	is	compelling	and	
a	 “taste”	 is	 all	 that	 is	 necessary	 to	
initiate	a	craving.

Darby Brandli
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and	 his	 sisters	 and	 brother.	 He	 is	
survived	 by	 numerous	 nieces	 and	
nephews	 and	 his	 beloved	 bluegrass	
community.
	 Graveside	 services	 were	 held	
June	25,	2013	in	the	Arbuckle	Cem-
etery,	Arbuckle	Calif.
	
	 It’s hard for me to know which 
John loved more...bluegrass music or 
the Association. I suppose from his 
many, many years of dogged service, 
his almost perfect attendance at ev-
erything, large and small, the CBA 
produced and the pure unadulterat-
ed joy that beamed on his face when 
he listened to, and especially played 
on his big dog-house bass, tradition-
al bluegrass, there was, for John, not 
much difference between the two. 
John was a quiet and mild-man-
nered man; but he was also someone 
who was utterly prepared and will-

Published in Willows Journal
	 John	Duncan,	“Unc”	was	born	
in	Jay,	Okla.	and	passed	away	in	Sac-
ramento,	 Calif.	 He	 grew	 up	 in	 Ar-
buckle	 and	 graduated	 from	 Pierce	
High	School	 in	1957.	He	attended	
Yuba	College	and	Sac	State	Univer-
sity.	He	loved	attending	Pierce	High	
School	football	games	and	was	their	
statistician	 for	 many	 years.	 He	
worked	 for	 the	 State	 of	 California	
Employment	 Development	 Dept.	
as	a	Tax	Administrator	for	40	years,	
retiring	in	2000.	He	loved	bluegrass	
music;	 he	 served	 on	 the	 Board	 of	
the	 California	 Bluegrass	 Associa-
tion	and	was	recognized	as	their	of-
ficial	Goodwill	Ambassador.	“Unc”	
was	also	a	member	of	two	bluegrass	
bands.	He	loved	attending	Bluegrass	
festivals	all	over	the	country.
	 He	 was	 preceded	 in	 death	 by	
his	parents,	Fred	and	Rilla	Duncan,	

Bluegrass music loses a friend and 
champion, CBA loses a leader

John Duncan will be missed.

ing to stand up and speak out on the 
issues he believed were important 
to the CBA and its mission. More 
than once my board colleague and 
I were on opposite sides of some of 
those issues, but never once did that 
fact get in the way of our friendship. 
John Duncan had a steady, wise and 
buoyant influence on the California 
Bluegrass Association. We will sur-
vive without our friend, but it won’t 
be easy. 
-	Rick	Cornish

John Duncan was the goodwill am-
bassador for the California Blue-
grass Association for many years. 
His dedication to the music and the 
Association will live in our memory 
for years to come. The Board of Di-
rectors may appoint another good-
will ambassador, but you will never 
be able to replace John Duncan’s 
warm smile, and boundless knowl-
edge of the music. Rest in peace old 
friend and God speed. 
-	J.D.Rhynes

provided	 this	 year	 by	 Rock	 Ridge	
–	 a	 very	 fine	 group	 bluegrass	 fans	
will	enjoy.
	 Again	we	will	need	volunteers	

CBA Fall Campout
to	help	with	the	gate,	and	kitchen,	
ect.
	 We	 are	 looking	 forward	 to	
great	 jams	 and	 visiting	 with	 old	
and	new	friends.		Hope	to	see	you	
there!

From Page A-1

ERRATA:
In our July issue, page A-1, a photograph of Laurie Lewis and the Right Hands was  

improperly attributed. That photo was by CBA photographer Mike Melnyk.
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Former editor, CBA leader, and 
super volunteer
Suzanne Denison memorial 
at Father’s Day Festival
By Mark Varner
	 A	memorial	was	held	at	 the	2013	Father’s	Day	Bluegrass	Festival	 for	
former	 Bluegrass	 Breakdown	 editor	 Suzanne	 Dennison.	 The	 service	 was	
hosted	 by	 Leroy	 MacNees	 and	 many	 of	 Suzanne’s	 friends	 and	 loved	 ones	
were	in	attendance.	It	was	the	first	time	many	of	us	had	seen	her	husband	
Don	Denison	for	quite	a	while.	The	ceremony	was	very	satisfying	for	the	
many	who	came	to	pay	tribute	to	a	woman	who	did	so	much	for	the	Califor-
nia	Bluegrass	Association.	Songs	were	sung	and	tears	were	shed,	but	mostly	
the	feeling	was	that	of	appreciation	and	love	for	Suzanne.	Thanks	to	Bob	
Thomas	and	others	who	organized	the	memorial.

leaders of the new venture, which 
energized bluegrass life throughout 
the San Francisco Bay and Mon-
terey Bay regions.
  “Brother (Bruddah)  Glenn” 
got into bluegrass music while 
living in Santa Barbara, where he 
learned to play the guitar. After his 
move to Santa Cruz, he became 
active in the local bluegrass music 
community and a big fan of the 
Sidesaddle band. He played in his 
own band, City Limits, and had 
bluegrass radio shows on KUSP in 
Santa Cruz and KKUP in Cuper-
tino .
 Glenn’s longtime dream to live 
by the Hawaiian shore led him to 
arrange a job transfer (a process 
that took years) from the Santa 
Cruz Post Office to one on the 
island of Oahu in the late 1980s. 
For a number of years, he lived in 

Glenn Christensen 
(1943-2013)
 Glenn Christensen, who co-
founded the Santa Cruz Bluegrass 
Society (now the Northern Cali-
fornia Bluegrass Society) has died 
from complications of a stroke. He 
was 70 years old. He lived in the 
tiny Windward Shore community 
of Hauula, HI, on the island of 
Oahu.
 Glenn and Karen Quick joined 
forces in July 1982 to create a non-
profit organization that focused on 
support for bluegrass in the South 
Bay and Santa Cruz areas. The 
SCBS launched a regular monthly 
jam in DeLavega Park in Santa 
Cruz, then added the Bluegrass By 
The Bay newsletter, weekend cam-
pouts, and a regular concert series 
featuring local and touring bands. 
Glenn & Karen served as key early 

Glenn Christensen 
Co-Founded Santa Cruz Bluegrass Society

showers	 (HOPEFULLY	 with	 hot	
water	 this	 year)	 free	 for	 all	 paid	
campers.	We	will	have	our	usual	tent	
campers	 section	 or	 you	 may	 camp	
with	the	RV’s.	
	 The	 price	 is	 a	 very	 reasonable	
$55.00	 for	 CBA	 members	 and	
$60.00	 for	 non-members.	 You	 can	
save	some	money	if	you	order	your	
Early	 Bird	 tickets	 by	 August	 15th	
on	 line	 at	 www.cbaontheweb.org.	
Or	 if	 you	 prefer	 you	 can	 email	 or	

Kings River Bluegrass Festival

From Page A-1

with	a	few	who	are	making	their	first	California	appear-
ance,	 bringing	 some	 fantastic	 sounds	 that	 will	 get	 your	
attention.	 This	 year’s	 line-up	 brings	 freshness	 and	 origi-
nality	along	with	tradition	to	the	stage.	Keeping	with	our	
traditional	line-up	which	includes:	the	smoothness	of	the	
legendary	former	U.S.	Navy	Band	Country	Current	lead	
Singer	 Wayne	 Taylor	 &	 Appaloosa	 with	 a	 very	 special	
guest	filling	in	on	banjo,	can	you	guess?	The	well-known	
tradition	of	the	Larry	Gillis	Band	with	two	members	who	
are	 California’s	 own	 Ella	 “Diamond”	 Naiman	 on	 fiddle	
and	 Henry	 Warde	 doing	 some	 great	 vocal	 work.	 New	
to	CA.	Remington	Ryde,	fresh	off	their	surprising	Lake	
Havasu	 Bluegrass	 on	 the	 Beach	 performance	 where	 the	
fans	had	a	blast.	Another	first	timer	to	CA.	with	excep-
tional	tradition,	Kody	Norris	and	the	Watauga	Mountain	
Boys,	James	Reams	&	The	Barnstormers	with	well-known	
fiddler	 Blaine	 Spruce.	 A	 Califonia	 favorite,	 The	 Piney	
Creek	Weasels	will	make	their	Plymouth	debut.	A	surprise	
band	from	Colorado,	The	Blue	Canyon	Boys	will	bring	
that	 bluegrass	 freshness	 to	 the	 stage.	 	 Whiskey	 Chimp	
is	sure	to	keep	the	audience	entertained	as	will	the	2012	
Plymouth	 emerging	 artist,	 The	 Creak.	 Sunday’s	 Emerg-
ing	Artists	performance	will	again	bring	some	interesting	
entertainment	 with	 The	 Cherry	 Pickers,	 The	 Mountain	
Girls,	Old	Belle,	The	Grass	Kickers,	and	to	close	out	the	
festival	the	popular	Kids	on	Stage	performance	directed	
by	the	bluegrass	KOS	man	himself	Frank	Solivan	Sr.
	 The	Plymouth	tradition	will	continue	in	the	foothills	
where	the	jamming	continues	to	reach	new	levels	and	is	
now	talked	about	throughout	the	Bluegrass	community	
as	the	place	where	the	jamming	is	happening!	Fans	have	
driven	to	Plymouth	on	Sat.	just	for	a	great	night	of	jam-
ming	which	generally	goes	well	into	the	early	morning	of	
Sun.	Go	Figure!	Camping	is	plentiful	with	several	electric	
outlets,	hot	showers,	clean	restrooms	and	a	cozy	audience	
area	to	enjoy	this	great	array	of	bands,	quality	art’s	&	craft	
with	 outstanding	 food	 &	 beverage	 vendors,	 including	
adult	 beverages	 served	 up	 by	 the	 Amador	 County	 Fair	
Foundation,	great	raffles	and	more.		Those	intimate	band	
workshops	where	you	can	get	up	close	and	personnel	with	
band	 members.	 	 AND	 as	 L&S	 usually	 does	 something	
New	 has	 been	 added:	 BRING	 your	 instruments,	 cases,	
parts	 etc.	 for	 a	 Sat.	 ONLY,	 indoor	 INSTRUMENT	
SWAP	MEET.	Yes	a	free	day	to	sell/trade	and	make	bar-
gain	deals.	You	can	sign	up	and	get	your	free	space	at	the	
information	 booth.	 Despite	 no	 fee	 you	 must	 sign	 in	 to	
participate.
	 Who	 would	 have	 thought	 (not	 us)	 with	 this	 years	
Plymouth	festival	we	actually	are	hitting	our	11th	year?	
Be	 assured	 we	 are	 geared	 up	 and	 ready	 for	 a	 great	 time	

call	 me	 and	 I	 will	 be	 glad	 to	 help	
you.	 I	 can	 be	 reached	 at	 559-696-
0382	or	email	me	at	kingsriverblue-
grassfestival@comcast.net	
	 We	 would	 like	 to	 thank	 the	
CBA	 and	 all	 the	 Volunteers	 for	 a	
great	 Fathers	 Day	 weekend.	 It	 was	
a	 fantastic	 line-up	 of	 great	 artists	
and	 the	 days	 just	 flew	 by.	 I	 would	
also	 like	 to	 thank	 everybody	 that	
stopped	 by	 our	 Kings	 River	 Blue-
grass	 Festival	 booth	 and	 said	 hi	 or	
picked	up	a	flyer.	Have	a	very	musi-
cal	summer.

a house a few hundred yards from 
the beach, but was able to move to a 
home directly on the beach follow-
ing a 2009 storm that destroyed his 
first home, so that at the time of his 
death, he was living in a house on 
the beach, as he had long wanted.
 Glenn had encountered some 
health issues in recent years that 
prevented him from coming to 
Redwood City to accept his Life-
time Achievement Award in person 
during the 2009 Northern Cali-
fornia Bluegrass Awards. He was, 
however, very appreciative of the 
honor.
 Glenn Allan Christensen is 
survived by his brothers, Larry 
and Brian Christensen, both of 
Southern California, and by good 
friends, Suzanne Reynolds of Paso 
Robles, CA and Rudy Salazar of 
Honolulu, HI.

with	lots	of	fun	
with	 our	 blue-
grass	family	and	
friends,	 L&S	
Style!	 No	 rea-
son	 to	 miss	
this	 one,	 as	 we	
will	 be	 winding	
down	 the	 sum-
mer	festival	sea-
son.	 After	 our	
survey	 last	 year,	
we	 listened	 and	
have	made	some	
a d j u s t m e n t s	
to	 our	 format,	
nothing	 major	
but	 with	 your	
input/sugges-
tions	 we	 feel	
strongly	that	your	support	of	what	has	become	one	of	the	
premier	JAMMING	festivals,	Plymouth	will	be	rocking	
with	 more	 fun	 than	 ever!	 You	 better	 be	 ready	 for	 some	
fantastic	memories.
	 Plymouth	 is	 located	 in	 the	 beautiful	 Sierra	 Ne-
vada	Wine	&	Gold	Country	along	scenic	Highway	49,	
just	36	miles	east	of	Sacramento.		Here’s	your	chance	to	
share	great	Plymouth	memories	with	your	bluegrass	fam-
ily	&	friends,	where	laughter,	camaraderie	and	bluegrass	
friendships	are	made.	Plymouth	has	become	a	fan	&	fam-
ily	oriented	festival	with	its	intimate	atmosphere,	where	
everyone	generally	knows	one	another,	creating	a	unique	
event	unlike	any	other	with	its	small	hometown	intimate	
audience.	Not	too	big,	but	just	the	right	size	to	roam	the	
grounds	and	find	an	abundance	of	outstanding	jamming	
both	day	&	night	The	old	time	frontier	buildings	makes	
for	 great	 closeness	 among	 jammers	 where	 you	 can	 go	
from	jam	to	jam	within	a	short	walk	enjoying	those	warm	
late-summer	nights.	Plymouth	has	become	one	of	those	
festivals	that	offer	just	about	something	for	everyone.	So	
get	 ready	 for	 some	 great	 fun	 and	 help	 keep	 the	 festival	
alive	because	without	your	support	this	would	not	hap-
pen.
	 For	 additional	 festival	 information	 call	 Larry	 or	
Sondra	Baker	at	(209)	785	4693	or	e-mail:	rodedog52@
gmail.com	 and	 be	 sure	 to	 visit	 our	 website:	 www.land-
spromotions.com	for	early	bird	tickets	which	ends	Sept	
1,	2013.	Tickets	will	be	available	at	the	gate.	Again	this	
will	be	a	festival	you	won’t	want	to	miss	as	we	bring	you	a	
fun-filled	w/e.	Thank	you	for	your	support	and	belief	in	
L&S	Promotions	and	hope	to	see	you	in	Plymouth!	Life 
is good!

Plymouth!

Ella “Diamond” Naiman.

Top: Jack Sadler, CBA member 
number 3. 
Leroy MacNees (right) hosted the 
memorial. 
Below: J.D. Rhynes greets Don 
Denison: two long time leaders of 
the association.

Photos: Kristen Willis
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Curve in the road
- California banjo oddessy 

By Chris Stevenson
	 It’s	 finally	 summertime	 and	
the	 Catfish	 are	 Jumpin’	 in	 La	
Grange!	 Mark	 your	 calendar	 for	
the	 sixth	 annual	 Catfish	 Dinner,	
Saturday	 August	 3rd	 from	 4	 to	
7	pm	at	 the	 IOOF	Hall	on	Main	
Street,	sponsored	by	the	La	Grange	
Odd	Fellows	of	LaFayette	Histori-
cal	Lodge	#65.
	 Besides	 deep	 fried	 catfish	 fil-

lets	 the	 menu	 also	 includes	 corn-
bread,	coleslaw	salad,	corn	on	the	
cob	and	coffee,	iced	tea	or	lemon-
ade	with	ice	cream	sundaes	for	des-
sert	all	for	$12,	$6	for	kids	12	and	
under.	 Take-out	 dinners	 are	 also	
available.
	 You	 can	 also	 win	 yourself	 a	
brand	 new	 flat	 screen	 TV	 in	 the	
raffle	drawing,	or	many	other	swell	
prizes.	 	 Tickets	 are	 a	 $1	 donation	

La Grange Odd Fellows Catfish Dinner
Saturday August 3rd

Popular bluegrass venue 
shuts doors

the floors creaked and the joyous 
din of bar patrons joined the spir-
ited bluegrass and acoustic perfor-
mances.
 The Monday Night Jam at 
McGrath’s was for a time the most 
widely attended in the Bay Area.  
The proof was the pub revenue was 
highest on those evenings and the 
jam was bluegrass straight and true.  
Many fine musicians cut their teeth 
at the jam, some of which matricu-
lated into touring bluegrass bands.
 Thank you Peter Barnato and 
your departed bartender Reza for 
creating a community for bluegrass 
lovers in California.
 For those suffering withdrawal 
from the closing of McGrath’s and 
its heir, the Frog and the Fiddle, go 
to the Stork Club in Oakland for 
Monday Night Bluegrass and the 
Lucky Horseshoe in SF on Sunday 
afternoons and evenings.  Check the 
Bluegrass Breakdown and the CBA 
website for location and details. 
Other Bluegrass jams are listed as 
well.

By Wendy Robinson
	 For	the	second	time	in	my	life	
I	 was	 hunkered	 down	 in	 a	 hotel	
room	 waiting	 out	 rough	 weather.		
The	first	time	it	was	a	record	break-
ing	snow	storm	in	Tokyo	when	the	
only	 TV	 station	 in	 English,	 PBS,	
was	 showing	 the	 Joseph	 Campbell	
series	 on	 the	 Hero	 Journey.	 	 	 The	
Star	 Wars	 Trilogy	 was	 solved	 and	
as	an	American	Studies	teacher,	my	
students	 used	 the	 Campbell	 analy-
sis	process	 to	understand	 literature	
and	historical	choices	in	new	ways.		
Then,	 I	 happened	 to	 be	 in	 Grass	
Valley	 when	 “Give	 Me	 the	 Banjo”	
came	on	the	 local	PBS	station,	 the	
rain	 was	 pounding	 the	 hotel	 roof	
and	the	temperature	was	dropping,	
snow	seemed	inevitable.	If	I	were	to	
apply	 the	Campbell	 theory,	under-
standing	 the	 history	 of	 the	 banjo	
was	a	set	up.		The	reason	was	yet	to	
be	revealed,	but	something	was	up.
	 So	 let	 me	 back	 up	 five	 years	
and	 fill	 in	 the	 details.	 	 The	 school	
year	 was	 on	 the	 downhill	 slide.	 	 It	
was	late	March;	I	was	walking	past	
the	outdoor	basketball	courts	to	the	
faculty	parking	lot,	and	I	collapsed.		
Several	 basketball	 players	 rushed	
from	 the	 court	 and	 caught	 me	 be-
fore	my	head	hit	the	ground,	but	my	
knees	were	bleeding	and	the	palms	
of	my	hands	were	filled	with	crumbs	
of	cement.		I	had	experienced	dizzy	
spells	 before,	 but	 nothing	 serious.		
Well	this	time	it	was	serious.		I	saw	
my	 regular	 doctor	 and	 was	 sent	 to	
have	an	MRI.			The	doctor	called	my	
classroom	to	report	the	results	of	the	
test.		I	had	a	brain	tumor.		I	dropped	
the	phone,	walked	to	the	room	next	
door	and	asked	the	teacher	there	to	
watch	 my	 class.	 	 I	 checked	 out	 in	
the	office	and	drove	home.		Within	
a	week,	I	checked	into	the	hospital	
for	brain	surgery.		I	was	surrounded	
by	my	loving	family	and	the	highly	
respected	neurologists	at	UCSF.			
	 Recovery	 included	 radiation	

By Bruno Brandli
East Bay Area VP 
 One of the great bluegrass and 
Americana Music taverns of the 
Bay Area shut it doors in Alameda, 
CA.  Nourished by owner and Brit 
Peter Barnato, the Frog and Fiddle 
closed on Webster Street, not long 
after his decade long McGrath’s Pub 
shut down.  Peter tried to rekindle 
the musical magic of the original 
McGrath’s at a new location and 
new name but was unable succeed.
 McGrath’s was a real pub/tav-
ern, a watering hole and music 
venue frequented by neighborhood 
locals, Bay Area patrons and musi-
cians from California to Colorado, 
Nevada to Nashville, the Slovak 
Union to Boston.
 Local bands loved to appear 
at the bric-a-brac laced pub, where 

and	chemo	therapy,	but	that	was	the	
easy	part.		The	tumor	was	located	in	
the	area	where	short	term	memory	
is	rooted	and	where	names	and	vo-
cabulary	 are	 stored.	 	 As	 a	 teacher,	
that	was	a	tough	one.	 	 I	wanted	to	
get	back	to	work.	 	 	My	doctor	and	
my	 family	 encouraged	 me	 to	 re-
turn	 to	 work	 in	 the	 fall,	 but	 I	 was	
intimidated.		Finding	a	way	to	teach	
students	when	I	couldn’t	remember	
their	names	or	the	vocabulary	I	was	
assigning	seemed	insurmountable.
	 For	 five	 years	 I	 wove	 my	 way	
through	 the	 long	 term	 recovery	
process.	 	 Progress	 was	 like	 climb-
ing	through	a	stairwell.		Each	floor	
delivered	 recovered	 skill,	 but	 frus-
tration	and	stress	accompanied	the	
tasks	I	had	yet	to	conquer.		
	 My	 chiropractor	 profited	 but	
continued	to	lecture	me	about	find-
ing	some	way	to	relieve	the	tension	
and	 stress	 I	 carried	 around.	 	 	 I	 left	
his	office	pondering	the	suggestion.		
As	 I	 drove	 home,	 I	 looked	 to	 my	
right	 and	 saw	 the	 sign	 outside	 the	
local	 music	 story,	 Banjo	 Sale.	 You	
guessed	it,	the	weekend	before	had	
been	my	Grass	Valley	–	PBS	expe-
rience.	 	 My	 foot	 hit	 the	 break	 and	
an	hour	later	I	 left	the	shop	with	a	
banjo	 in	 one	 hand	 and	 an	 instruc-
tion	book	in	the	other.			
	 The	 beginning	 lessons	 in	 the	
book	 enticed	 my	 desire	 to	 play.	 	 I	
thought	 about	 lessons	 but	 was	 in-
timidated	 by	 the	 challenges	 I	 had	
experienced	 after	 brain	 surgery.		
Then	 Santa	 delivered	 a	 gift	 certifi-
cate	 with	 ten	 lessons.	 	 The	 teacher	
was	Sid	Lewis.	 	Sid	is	an	insightful	
man.	 	 His	 teaching	 tactic	 fit	 and	
after	 3	 months	 of	 lessons,	 he	 sug-
gested	 I	 attend	 the	 upcoming	 fes-
tival	and	workshop	in	Grass	Valley.		
Hum,	Grass	Valley	again,	maybe	 it	
was	meant	to	be.	 	I	enrolled	in	the	
level	 one	 class	 and	 looked	 forward	
to	the	camping	excursion.		
	 Well,	as	you	know,	the	energy	

around	 a	 blue	 grass	 festival	 is	 im-
measurable.		I	felt	like	someone	had	
plugged	me	into	a	lightning	storm.		
My	instructors	were	patient	yet	de-
livered	 challenging	 new	 material.		
Fellow	students	became	friends	and	
practice	partners	and,	of	course,	my	
beginning	 banjo	 needed	 replace-
ment.	 	 I	 sat	 in	 on	 a	 banjo	 mainte-
nance	 class	 from	 the	 Hendricks	
brothers.		After	the	class,	we	chatted	
and	 they	 found	 a	 perfect	 replace-
ment	for	my	beginning	banjo.		
	 I	 joined	the	CBA;	I	bought	t-
shirts,	raffle	tickets,	two	hats,	a	cof-
fee	mug	and	a	sweatshirt.		I	sat	in	on	
my	first	“public”	jam	session	and	ac-
tually	played	a	lead.		I	was	pumped	
up,	there’s	no	other	way	to	describe	
it.	 	 I	 returned	 home	 and	 looked	
forward	to	improving	my	skills	and	
attending	camp	the	 following	year.		
My	lessons	pushed	me	to	tackle	and	
understand	a	new	language,	music,	
and	the	banjo	was	demanding	phys-
ical	 skills	 I	had	never	encountered,	
separate	action	of	the	right	and	left	
hand.	
	 As	 summer	 came	 to	 an	 end	
and	 I	 returned	 to	 school,	 I	 discov-
ered	another	payoff.		Remembering	
names	 of	 students	 had	 noticeably	
improved	 as	 had	 my	 processing	 of	
detailed	information.		My	neurolo-
gist	 described	 the	 science	 behind	
the	power	of	music	 in	brain	recov-
ery	 noting	 studies	 and	 his	 experi-
ence	with	other	patients.	With	sci-
entific	proof,	playing	the	banjo	was	
(sorry),	 a	 no-brainer.	 	 	 I	 loved	 the	
banjo;	it	was	meant	to	be.		
	 There	was	still	one	more	expe-
rience	that	cemented	the	banjo	as	a	
permanent	part	of	my	life.		It	came	
in	the	form	of	a	postcard	sized	letter	
from	“Slim”	Sims.		It	said:
“Congratulations,	 you	 won	 the	
Deering	 Banjo	 in	 the	 California	
Bluegrass	 Association’s	 instrument	
raffle!”							
	 Yeah,	it	was	meant	to	be.		

or	6	for	$5.		Dinner	and	raffle	tick-
ets	 are	 available	 at	 the	 door.	 Call	
(209)	853-2128	or	email	renwah@
sonnet.com	for	more	information.
	 Come	 see	 our	 Historic	 Odd	
Fellows	 Hall,	 built	 in	 1881.	 The	
action	all	happens	at	the	Odd	Fel-
lows	Hall	on	the	Main	Street	of	La	
Grange,	 which	 is	 Hwy	 132,	 just	
East	of	the	intersection	of	Hwy	J-
59.

CBA sponsored jam every 1st Wednesday

116 Clement Street, SF

Frog and Fiddle is over - 
check out the Stork Club 
and the Lucky Horseshoe 
for pub-style bluegrass

The Stork Club and other vienues will have to fill the gap left by 
the closing of good old McGrath’s Pub.

October 11 - 14, 2013
Oldtime, bluegrass, & country music!

www.walkercreekmusiccamp.org
415-663-1342 (after 9 a.m.)
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ish-roots-fusion,” “the acoustic 
equivalent of a Chagall paint-
ing,” and “fiddler-on-too-much-
Turkish-coffee.” It draws from 
klezmer and jazz, classical and 
Middle Eastern, Asian and Yid-
dish influences in a mix that’s 
pure Davka – Hebrew slang for 
“not what you expect.”

Friday, August 2, 2013, 
8:00 pm - Sam Bush 

$46.50 
advance / $48.50 at door 
 Three-time Grammy-winner 
Sam Bush is a mandolin player, 
singer, and songwriter who has 
been wowing audiences since the 
early 1970s when he co-founded 
the pioneering progressive blue-
grass band, New Grass Revival. 
Since then, he’s recorded more 
than 20 albums, including seven 
solo releases.

Saturday, August 3, 2013, 
8:00 pm - Kim Richey $20.50 
advance / $22.50 at door 
 Kim Richey has written and 
co-written songs recorded by Trisha 
Yearwood, the Dixie Chicks, Min-
dy McCready, Maura O’Connell, 
Brooks & Dunn, and the Gre-
encards. She’s sung on albums by 
Ryan Adams, Shawn Colvin, and 

 The Sixth annual Downtown 
Berkeley MusicFest includes 
shows at Freight & Salvage  (510) 
���-2020 

Thursday, August 1, 2013, 
8:00 pm - Davka $20.50 
advance / $22.50 at door 
 For 20 years, Davka has 
been playing music of unbridled 
innovation and irresistible soul. 
People have called it “neo-Jew-

	 We’re	 officially	 moving	 into	
CBA	 board	 election	 season	 and,	
as	 always,	 we’re	 hoping	 to	 see	 new	
names	 on	 the	 ballot	 this	 year.	 If	
you’re	 interested	 in	 serving	 on	 the	
Board	 of	 Directors	 of	 the	 Califor-
nia	 Bluegrass	 Association,	 a	 deed	
that,	 win	 or	 lose,	 will	 secure	 you	 a	
very	special	place	in	bluegrass	heav-
en,	 here’s	 what	 you	 need	 to	 know.		
To	run	for	the	board	you	must:

1) Be a member in good standing, 
(that is, make sure your dues 
are paid up)

2) Submit a petition simply stating 
your intension to run and have 
it signed by 10 members of the 
Association, (again, make cer-
tain those who sign are current 
members.)

3) Send the petition, along with 
a candidate statement, to our 
Membership Vice President, 
Bruce Campbell…52� Mason-
ic St.; Martinez, Ca… 9�553, 
no later than August 15, 2013.

	 One	 question	 that	 comes	 up	
each	 year	 is	 whether	 collecting	
names	for	the	petition	can	be	done	
via	the	Internet.		The	answer	is	YES	
AND	NO.		For	the	name	to	be	valid,	
the	member	must	provide	you	with	
his/her	named	printed	or	typed	out	
AND	a	WRITTEN	SIGNITURE	
below	 it.	 	 The	 petition	 signer	 can	
give	you	the	signature	in	one	of	the	
following	ways…

--hand	it	to	you
--mail	it	to	you	via	the	U.S.	Mail
--fax	it	to	you		(925-228-1658)
--scan	it	and	email	it	as	a	PDF	or	
other	graphics	file.	 	(cba_public-
ity@yahoo.com)

	 Once	you’ve	collected	your	ten	
signatures,	you	can	pass	them	along	
to	 Bruce	 using	 one	 of	 these	 same	
four	 methods.	 	 If	 you	 have	 ques-
tions	 about	 this	 or	 anything	 else	
pertaining	to	this	year’s	board	elec-
tion,	please	don’t	hesitate	to	contact	
our	CBA	President,	Darby	Brandli.		
510	735	6364	or	darbyandbruno@
comcast.net
	 As	 of	 this	 writing,	 July	 14th,	
we	are	aware	of	one	currently	seated	
board	member	who	will	not	be	run-
ning	again	this	year.		Thanks,	Bruce	
Campbell,	 for	 a	 job	 very,	 very	 well	
done.
	 Serving	 as	 an	 elected	 board	
member	 of	 a	 non-profit	 organiza-
tion	is	not	for	everyone;	it	requires	
time	 and	 commitment	 and	 a	 will-
ingness	 to	 take	 on	 some	 tough	 is-
sues	 from	time	to	time.	 	That	said,	
stepping	 up	 into	 a	 leadership	 role	
can	 be	 a	 vastly	 rewarding	 and	 sat-
isfying	experience.		We	urge	you	to	
give	running	for	the	board	some	se-
rious	consideration.

Downtown Berkeley MusicFest features Sam BushSeat open 
on the CBA 
board of 
directors
From Page A-1

Continued on A-23
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Held in VISTA, CA.  
at the Fascinating 40-acre Outdoor 

ANTIQUE GAS & STEAM 

www.summergrass.net www.summergrass.net **   858858--679679--4854 4854 **            Summergrass San DiegoSummergrass San Diego 

Kid’s Camp * Jamming 101 
 Raffles * Dry Camping 
Music & Craft Vendors 

Jamming * Music Workshop 
TICKETS ON SALE NOW! 

NEWFOUND ROAD 

SIERRA HULL 
BLUEGRASS ETC. 

FRANK SOLIVAN & DIRTY KITCHEN 

* OLD TOWN ROAD 
* NEXT GENERATION 
* BOX CANYON 
* BLUEGRASS BRETHREN 
* ROUSTABOUTS 
* GONE TOMORROW 

Celebrating  
11 Years 
Strong! 

FLATT LONESOME 

The Site - Liberty Glen Campground
The camping area is on a ridge above the lake. The group camping areas each have rough camp sites 
with room for about 100 people. There are toilets and showers and potable water is available.
The lower camping area includes a small amphitheater and a covered area with picnic tables. 
(Sorry, there are no hookups for recreational vehicles.) Swimming areas are about a mile away, 
accessible by foot or car.  Nearby attractions include many wineries. Cloverdale is about a 
15- to 20-minute drive. Healdsburg is also very close.

Directions
FROM THE SOUTH: take 101 North to Dry Creek Road (north of Healdsburg) west 12 miles. 
It becomes Skaggs Springs Road as you go around some curves. When you cross over the bridge, 
it turns into Rockpile Road which goes to the Liberty Glen camping area; group camping is to the left.

FROM THE NORTH: take 101 South to Dutcher Creed Road (south of Cloverdale) southwest 8 miles. 
Turn right onto Dry Creek Road and follow directions above.

Activities
We will have workshops and a square dance on Saturday with details 
to be announced later.

Tickets
Available on the CBA website at cbaontheweb.org or use this handy QR code -->
ADVANCE TICKETS (before August 1): 4-day $35 • 4-day $32 (CBA member)
3-day $25 • 3-day $22 ( CBA member)
AT THE GATE:  4-day $40 • 3-day $30 • 2-day $20 • 1-day $10

Get Tickets at

cbaontheweb. org
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CBA’s 2013 IBMA Fundraiser Drawing

5th String Music Store
Alhambra & J Street
Sacramento, CA

DEERING EAGLE II BANJO

Deering’s newest and most affordable professional 
grade resonator 5-string banjo. The Eagle II banjo 
is a whole new breed of banjo. The Deering Eagle II 
Banjo features the ground breaking, patent pending 
Twenty-Ten Tone Ring which is a completely 
original Deering design that is unlike any other tradi-
tional tone ring.
Value: $2499.00

CREMONA SB-3 PREMIER DELUXE 
STUDENT OUTFIT - BASS 3/4

This is America’s best value in a Flamed Maple 
bass. With its beautiful violin-shaped body and 
quality fittings such as the ebony fingerboard... 
You will surely be noticed wherever you and 
your bass might go. Value: $1,700.00

MARTIN “GRASS VALLEY 2013” 
CUSTOM HD-28V

Sitka spruce top and East Indian Rosewood, 
forward-shifted scalloped bracing, grained ivoroid 
binding, herringbone top inlay, “Zig-Zag” back 
purfling, black ebony fingerboard and saddle, 
bone nut and bone “long” saddle, long pattern 
“diamonds and squares” fingerboard inlay, polished 
gloss lacquer finish, furnished with a 5-ply arched, 
“Geib-style” hardshell case. With the custom inlay 
the list price is $4349.00

The Cremona SV100 Premier violin 
is hand-carved and graduated. It has 
hardwood fittings, ebony fingerboard, 
and a translucent warm brown finish. 
Includes a lightweight case and bow. 
Easily-played and perfect for students. 
Retail value is $179.95

All Solid wood with Select Sitka spruce top, Indian Rosewood back. 
One-piece mahogany neck with adjustable truss rod. Natural high-gloss 
finish with aging toner. Bound peghead features Brazilian rosewood overlay 
adorned w/ unique “Lonesome Pine Fiddlers 70th Anniversary” inlay design. 
With hardshell case. Value $1750.

The Fiddle Guy
Steve Joynes

FLINTHILL  FHM 75 “F” STYLE BLUEGRASS MANDOLIN
Flinthill Mandolin F Style sunburst hand-carved solid spruce 
top with maple back and sides. Traditional nitro-cellulose 
sunburst finish Maple neck with adjustable truss rod. Bound 
rosewood fretboard with dot inlays and scooped extension 
over body. With a Deluxe Hardshell Case. Value:  $808.00

BLUERIDGE BR-2060 LONESOME 
PINE FIDDLERS 70th 

ANNIVERSARY GUITAR

BLUERIDGE  GUITAR 
RAFFLE TICKETS 

PROCEEDS GO TO CBA 
YOUTH PROGRAMS!!

Please send me the following tickets for the CBA Fundraiser drawings.

No. of
Tickets No. of

Purchased Tickets

1 Ticket $5.00
6 Tickets $25.00
14 Tickets $50.00
21 Tickets $75.00
30 Tickets $100.00

Please Print:

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip Code:

Phone: Email:

CBA Instrument Drawing Ticket Order Form

Instrument

Send your donation, payable to the California Bluegrass Association (CBA) along with a
 self-addressed, stamped envelope to:

When purchasing multiple tickets, please indicate how many tickets you 
want for each instrument.

Drawing to be held durng the CBA Fall Campout, October 20, 2012. 
Need not be present to win

Martin Custom HD-28V Guitar
Deering Eagle II Banjo
Collings MT2 A-Model Mandolin
Cremona SV-1240 Violin Outfit
Cremona SV-3 Upright Bass
GoldTone PBS Resonator Guitar

Tickets, P.O. Box 1070, Boron, CA 93596
October 19, 2013

SV-100
Flinthill FHM 75 F mandolin

Blueridge BR-2060 Guitar

Blueridge Guitar proceeds go to CBA youth programs.
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Your MeMbership 
in the 

California 
bluegrass 

assoCiation Makes 
so 

ManY good things 
happen for so 

ManY people at 
suCh a bargain!

Joe Weed & Highland Studios

We know acoustic music!
Recording, Editing
Mixing, Mastering

Bluegrass Masters

1(800)354-5580
JoeWeed.com

Do you have a 
child who would 

like to 
participate in the 
Kids on Bluegrass 

Program? 
 

 
 The Kids on Bluegrass program, under the direction of Frank Solivan, 
Sr., takes place at the CBA Fathers Day Bluegrass Festival in Grass Valley, 
California and under the title of  Kids on Bluegrass, at the CBA’s River 
City Festival and at Larry and Sondra Baker’s “Bluegrassin’ in the Foot-
hills” festival in Plymouth, California.
 Frank Solivan, Sr. has been directing this program for approximately 
19 years and he and his kids consistently delight audiences with high 
quality and highly talented young people.
 This program is open to children ages 3 to 17. The children must be 
able to sing and/or play their instrument WITHOUT parents or guard-
ians help. Songs MUST be completely memorized (again without help). 
Children must have good enough understanding of their instrument to 
have good timing, know their chords and be able to change chords quick-
ly, easily play 2 or three songs and the ability to play in a group.
 Rehearsal takes place many hours during the day for several days at 
each festival and culminates in a stage production on the main stage at 
each festival. Parents and children must be ready to commit to all of the 
rehearsals.
 To find out if your child is ready to participate in this wonderful pro-
gram, visit Frank Solivan, Sr. at his campsite at any one of these festivals.

Frank Solivan, Sr.

Thanks to all the 
Father’s Day Festival 

volunteers!! Want more? 
The CBA has volunteer 
jobs year round. Learn 

rewarding new skills and 
make a difference. 

Contact 
Debra Livermore  
916-601-7233 or 

deblivermore@gmail.com
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Bluegrass Confidential By Chuck Poling

2013 Father’s Day 
Bluegrass Fesitval:
the most awesome 

ever

 There’s an old joke about the 
Deadhead who swears that the lat-
est Grateful Dead show he attended 
was absolutely the best show ever. 
The concert could start an hour late, 
an amplifier could blow up, half the 
band could be suffering from the flu 
and just slogging through the set, 
but in the eyes – and ears – of the 
true believer, the performance was 
truly the most awesome ever. Ever!
 I know I run the risk of becom-
ing a joke punch line myself when I 
say – once again – this year’s was the 
best Father’s Day festival ever. Re-
ally.
 OK, I’ve said it before. In fact, 
I think I’ve said it every year since 
2005, when it was chilly and rainy 
and definitely NOT the best FDF 
ever. But since then, it’s been a 
steady upward curve. 
 Of course, how I view the fes-
tival is colored by my own experi-
ence, and I’ve been fortunate to get 
backstage and meet a lot of cool 
people and hear a lot of great sto-
ries. There are always new experi-
ences and those I-can’t-believe-I’m-
hearing-this moments that leave me 

stunned with delight.
 Jeanie and I arrived at the fair-
grounds on Tuesday afternoon be-
fore the festival started. We headed 
up there early because Jeanie was 
running the festival t-shirt booth 
and had a lot of work to do to set 
it up. We also figured that by going 
up on Tuesday we’d easily find the 
perfect camping spot.
 We were surprised to pull 
through the gates of the fairgrounds 
and find the tent-camping area so 
full. What the hey?! We were expect-
ing acres of campgrounds sparsely 
populated by the music camp par-
ticipants, instead we found tents 
and cars cheek by jowl. We wedged 
ourselves into a decent spot near our 
old pal Lisa Burns, who graciously 
allowed us to occupy a good chunk 
of her real estate.
 After getting our camp set up, 
we strolled through the fairgrounds 
to see who was already there. We 
almost stumbled over Molly Tuttle, 
whose tent was next to our camp-
site. Mary Kennedy, Brenda Hough, 
and Michael Hall, all mainstays of 
the Northern California Bluegrass 
Society, were also nearby neighbors. 
Our next stop was about thirty 
feet away at the redoubtable Camp 
Spam, home to Bruno and Darby 
Brandli and their motley collection 
of bluegrass buddies. Then we ran 
into… well, we saw a lot of people 
we were happy to see and who were 
happy to see us. 
 Alas, one of few regrets I have 
every year at Grass Valley is not be-
ing able to get together with every-
one I want to. There are many won-
derful people who I look forward to 

spending time with, but there never 
seems to be enough time. Some 
of these folks I’ll see only a couple 
times a year, or only at the Father’s 
Day festival. I had a great time jam-
ming at the Turlock campout with 
Cliff, Jimmy, and Chef Mike and 
swore I’d track them down again to 
play some honky-tonk songs, but 
somehow the hours and days flew 
by and it never happened. My bad.
 We spent Wednesday morning 
setting up the t-shirt booth and the 
afternoon getting in some pickin’ 
while looking forward to what was 
sure to be a memorable meal with 
our San Francisco pal Lou Fel-
thouse. Lou plays in the Kentucky 
Twisters and his camp mates in-
clude members of the band as well 
as other long-time friends. It’s no 
secret that Lou sets about the fin-
est table this side of the irrigation 
ditch, and we’ve partaken of his 
hospitality for four straight years. 
 Not wanting to appear to be a 
total mooch, I began a tradition of 
singing for my supper. I simply take 
a well-known song and rewrite the 
lyrics to thank my host for his gen-
erosity.
It’s easier than you think – “Lou” 
rhymes with a lot of words. This 
year’s offering was “That Was Before 
I Met Lou.” The chorus:

I	thought	that	I’d	had	a	true	
	 gourmet	feast
I	thought	that	I’d	had	cordon	bleu
I	 thought	 I’d	 been	 wined	 and	 I	
thought	I’d	been	dined
But	that	was	before	I	met	Lou

 After Jeanie and I enjoyed a 

meal of brisket, corn on the cob, 
and salad, served with outstand-
ing wines, we hightailed it over to 
Vern’s Stage for a concert by the 
Tuttles and A.J. Lee. I’ve probably 
seen them a dozen times, and they 
just keep getting better. It’s a trib-
ute to the great work the CBA does 
to hear these talented young artists 
who have been encouraged and 
nurtured to reach their full musical 
potential.
 On Thursday our friends Doug 
Blumer and Nancy Irish arrived 
from Sebastopol. Doug and Nancy 
perform in an outfit called Bohemi-
an Highway and play a very rootsy, 
country-rock style featuring lots of 
their original material. They’re fans 
of bluegrass but had only been to 
the Father’s Day festival once be-
fore many years ago. When we 
started going to Strawberry Music 
Festival a few years back, we were 
very lucky to be invited by Doug 
and Nancy to camp with them, so 
it was gratifying to host them at 
Grass Valley.
 Once we got them settled in, 
we headed to Vern’s Stage to catch 
the first show there. Many CBA 
members will agree that Vern’s is 
just about the best thing to happen 
to the festival in the last ten years. 
We heard so much good music at 
this little stage, starting with Bay 
Area bands Savannah Blue and the 
Dim Lights. Other Vern’s perform-
ers that I enjoyed included Molly 
Tuttle and John Mailander, Key-
stone Station, and Dix Bruce and 
Julie Cline.
 A special shout-out goes to 
Canyon Johnson, representing San 
Francisco at the festival and doing 
a great job of it. Playing at Vern’s 
Stage can be both a thrill and a ter-
ror to relatively new bands. It can 
also be big career boost, and I think 
the Canyon Johnson gang seized 
the opportunity and ran with it like 
a coon dog hot on the trail. Speak 
to ‘em, Pete!
 The rest of the festival was just 
more of the same, only it kept get-
ting better. On Friday night I was 
back at Lou’s camp with his band 
the Kentucky Twisters. We put 
together a little San Francisco at 
Grass Valley party, inviting CBA of-
ficers, board members, columnists 
and volunteers to join us for some 
snacks, refreshments, and live mu-
sic in the camp. Lou and I came up 
with this idea a couple years ago as 
a way for San Francisco bluegrass-
ers to show our appreciation for the 
CBA.
 The Twisters played a short set 
followed by Canyon Johnson and, 
in a special reunion, the Mighty 
Crows. It was a great party and 
could not have happened without 
Lou and all him camp mates host-
ing and pitching in, along with 
many other friends. Props to the 
bands that played and, of course, 
to Jeanie for helping to plan and 
organize the event and for keeping 
those quesadillas coming.
 Speaking of food, I can’t say 
enough about how wonderful the 
backstage spread has become under 

the direction of Jennifer Kitchen. 
Lots of fresh, tasty snacks and de-
licious entrees, like lobster ravioli, 
for crying out loud. When national 
acts come out to play the Father’s 
Day festival, they know they’re get-
ting the el deluxo treatment from 
the CBA.
 I had the honor of being the 
master of ceremonies on Saturday 
night, a position previously filled 
with great aplomb by the estimable 
J.D. Rhynes. J.D. personally rec-
ommended me for the job, which 
means a great deal to me. The lineup 
of Special Consensus, Front Coun-
try, Larry Stephenson, and Michael 
Cleveland and Flamekeeper had 
something for everybody. Heck it 
had everything for everybody. 
 I also enjoyed Rhonda Vin-
cent’s sets. Rhonda is a perennial 
CBA favorite and continues to so-
lidify her position as the queen of 
bluegrass. There are few performers 
who show such unabashed love and 
appreciation for their fans. If I was 
going to introduce a friend to blue-
grass, I can’t think of a better first 
date than Rhonda Vincent.
 Another high point of the 
week was Della Mae’s debut at 
Grass Valley. I was especially im-
pressed by guitarist Courtney Hart-
man’s tasteful and original playing. 
Apparently, I was not alone, for the 
applause from the crowd was loud 
and sustained. 
 The jamming at this year’s fes-
tival was excellent, but again it’s all 
about perspective. It just seemed 
that wherever I went I stumbled 
into a nice jam. Sometimes I played, 
sometimes I just listened, but every-
where I went there was good music 
waiting for me. On Saturday night I 
found a session made up of teenag-
ers including A.J. Lee, Alex Sharps, 
and Max and Nate Schwartz. The 
kids were cookin’ up some spicy 
bluegrass and the grownups had the 
good sense to just stay out of the 
way. 
 Sunday afternoon came too 
soon and packing up camp to go 
home seemed so much more oner-
ous than loading up the car in an-
ticipation of six days of bluegrass 
heaven. After dawdling as much as 
we could, we finally headed back to 
San Francisco with the sun dipping 
down in the sky toward its nightly 
bath in the Pacific Ocean.
 We made good time through 
Sacramento and the Delta. As we 
hit the Bay Area, the old Bill Mon-
roe song popped into my head and 
put a smile on my face. 

Heavy	traffic	ahead,	heavy	traffic		
	 ahead
We	 got	 to	 ramble,	 ramble,	 there’s	
Heavy	traffic	ahead

 It was good to be home for hot 
showers and clean sheets and all the 
things that are wonderful about 
home. But it’s always a little sad to 
leave our bluegrass world and come 
back to everyday cares. But I have to 
say…
 This was indisputably the best 
Father’s Day festival ever.

Seriously? 
You’re not a 

CBA member?!
cba_publicity@yahoo.com
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Event promoter:Frank Solivan

October 5th

PLUS: AJ Lee & Angelica Grim

Central
Valley Boys

Red Dog Ash Rock Ridge The Mt. Diablo 
String Band

For more information or to register for Tickets go to: 
www.eagallakes.com/bluegrass

ACTiViTiES, ACCOMODATiOnS & hOTELS

First annual Eagal Lakes Blue Grass Festival will be held at Eagal Lakes in 
Tracy, CA . This private outdoor sports, recreational and event facility is 
located on 200 acres surrounded by the beautiful San Joaquin River and 

activities center, nature trails and beaches. 

Two nights of camping under the stars with a full day of Blue Grass Music, 
Vendors, Arts & Crafts, Great Food & More!  
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Joe Weed’s Studio Insider
Choro Das Tres
	
	 I	should	have	known	that	some-
thing	was	up.	 	When	I	met	Corina,	
Lia,	 and	 Elisa	 last	 week,	 one	 of	 the	
first	things	they	told	me	was	“’agru-
pando	 gatos’	 is	 how	 we	 say	 ‘herd-
ing	 cats’	 in	 Brazilian	 Portuguese.”		
They	are	three-fourths	of	a	Brazilian	
choro	band	called	“Choro	Das	Tres,”	
which	 had	 just	 arrived	 to	 spend	 a	
week	 with	 my	 wife	 Marty	 and	 me	
while	they	took	part	in	the	Mando-
lin	 Symposium	 at	 nearby	 UCSC.	 I	
finally	 learned	 how	 to	 herd	 cats	 by	
the	 end	 of	 an	 exhausting	 and	 glori-
ous	 week,	 but	 I	 think	 Corina,	 Lia,	
and	Elisa,	some	spectacular	cats,	had	
actually	learned	how	to	herd	me.		
	 Here’s	some	background:	Cho-
ro	 music	 has	 become	 increasingly	
popular	 in	 the	 Bay	 Area	 in	 recent	
years,	 partly	 because	 of	 the	 impor-
tant	 work	 of	 mandolin	 virtuosos	
David	Grisman	and	Mike	Marshall.		
In	the	early	1990’s,	Grisman’s	record	
label	 released	 a	 collection	 of	 choro	
music	by	the	great	Brazilian	mando-
lin	player	Jacob	do	Bandolim.	Played	
mostly	 by	 small	 acoustic	 ensembles	
in	 Brazil,	 the	 music	 grooved	 with	
infectious	rhythms	and	featured	the	
sparkling	mandolin	playing	of	Jacob.	
Choro	 music	 emerged	 in	 Brazil	 in	
the	 late	 19th	 and	 early	 20th	 centu-
ries,	 as	 musicians	 and	 composers	
crafted	 a	 regional	 style	 built	 from	
African	 and	 Brazilian	 rhythms,	
European	 and	 Brazilian	 harmonic	
and	 melodic	 traditions,	 and	 small	
instrumental	 ensembles	 which	 al-
most	 always	 featured	 the	 Brazilian	
mandolin	 (called	 a	 bandolim)	 as	
the	 principal	 melodic	 instrument.		
Clarinet,	 flute,	 sax,	 accordion,	 and	
other	instruments	are	often	included	
in	 various	 combinations	 in	 choro,	
and	 the	 pandeiro,	 a	 small	 tambou-
rine,	 provides	 the	 main	 percussion.		
Choro’s	popularity	among	bluegrass	
musicians	 is	 easy	 to	 understand,	 as	

the	music	 is	acoustic,	has	clean	and	
beautiful	 melodies,	 and	 can	 be	 well	
rendered	on	mandolin	and	guitar.		
	 My	first	experience	with	a	Cho-
ro	band	was	in	the	late	1990’s,	when	
I	took	my	kids	to	see	Mike	Marshall’s	
new	 choro	 band	 at	 a	 small	 concert	
series	 in	 San	 Jose.	 	 I	 was	 working	
regularly	then	as	a	guitarist,	accom-
panying	an	elderly	Sicilian	mandolin	
player,	and	so	Mike’s	venture	in	Bra-
zilian	music	interested	me	greatly.		I	
was	smitten,	and	have	since	been	to	
many	 Choro	 concerts	 at	 clubs	 and	
festivals.	 	 Mike	 and	 David’s	 “Man-
dolin	Symposium,”	held	annually	at	
the	 University	 of	 California,	 Santa	
Cruz,	 has	 long	 featured	 choro	 mu-
sic,	and	the	classes	have	always	been	
popular.	The	organization	that	puts	
on	the	Symposium	also	puts	on	the	
Seattle-area	 WinterGrass	 festival,	
and	choro	is	often	featured	there	as	
well.
	 Choro	 Das	 Tres	 is	 a	 family	
band.	 Like	 the	 McCoury	 family	 in	
bluegrass,	 this	 family	 band	 is	 made	
up	 of	 virtuosos	 who	 know	 their	
music	and	style	 impeccably	and	de-
liver	 it	 with	 a	 high	 level	 of	 profes-
sionalism.	Their	performances	at	the	
Mandolin	 Symposium	 were	 usually	
followed	 by	 standing	 ovations	 and	
demands	for	more	music	from	fren-
zied	 crowds.	 	 The	 group	 arrived	 in	
the	eastern	U.S.	 in	May,	and	after	a	
few	 dates	 in	 the	 northeast,	 began	 a	
tour	 across	 the	 continent,	 traveling	
in	a	used	Toyota	mini	van.		The	van	
is	 stuffed	 completely	 with	 five	 fam-
ily	 members	 and	 their	 instruments,	
and	 carries	 a	 huge	 bag	 on	 top	 with	
clothing	 and	 other	 personal	 items.	
“ChoroMobile”	 is	 painted	 brightly	
on	each	side,	and	they	frequently	get	
honks	and	waves	of	support	and	in-
terest	from	other	drivers.
	 Stephen	 Ruffo,	 who	 runs	 the	
symposium,	gave	me	my	cat-herding	
assignment	well	in	advance.	He	said,	
“Your	job,	Joe,	will	be	to	get	them	to	

their	 class	 room	 every	 morning	 by	
9:00,	ready	to	teach	their	workshops,	
show	them	around	Santa	Cruz,	and	
make	sure	that	their	stay	 is	 fun	and	
rewarding	 for	 them	 and	 their	 stu-
dents.”	 Getting	 four	 musicians	 up,	
fed,	 organized,	 and	 delivered	 to	
their	 classrooms	 by	 the	 necessary	
time	each	morning	was	a	challenge,	
but	these	are	wonderful	people,	and	
Marty	 and	 I	 will	 be	 first	 in	 line	 to	
host	 them	 the	 next	 time	 the	 group	
comes	to	California.		
	 The	day	after	their	closing	con-
cert	 at	 the	 Symposium,	 I	 took	 the	
band	 into	 my	 studio	 for	 some	 re-
cording.	 	 First,	 I	 wanted	 to	 record	
a	 duet	 of	 Lia	 on	 guitar	 and	 Corina	
on	 flute,	 performing	 one	 of	 my	 fa-
vorite	Brazilian	pieces,	“Rosa,”	by	an	
important	 choro	 composer	 named	
Pixinguinha.	
	 The	 guitar	 in	 choro	 is	 a	 nylon	
string	 guitar,	 similar	 to	 a	 classical	
guitar,	 but	 with	 seven	 strings.	 The	
extra	string	is	a	low	B,	a	fourth	lower	
than	the	low	E	of	a	normal	six-string	
guitar.		Lia	uses	a	thumb	pick	on	the	
basses	and	bare	fingers	on	the	treble	
strings.	 I	 recorded	 her	 guitar	 in	 a	
fairly	 dead	 acoustical	 environment,	
and	 used	 a	 traditional	 xy	 arrange-
ment	 of	 two	 small	 diaphragm	 con-
denser	mics,	both	of	them	cardioid,	
or	uni-directional.	 I	placed	the	two	
mics	 at	 90	 degrees	 to	 each	 other,	
with	 the	 diaphragms	 almost	 touch-
ing	 each	 other,	 about	 8	 inches	 out	
from	a	spot	between	the	neck	body	
joint	and	the	sound	hole.		The	mics	
each	 point	 at	 the	 guitar	 at	 about	
45	 degrees;	 one	 points	 towards	 the	
sound	hole	and	the	other	points	to-
wards	the	fingerboard.	 	Moving	the	
pair	 closer	 to	 the	 sound	 hole	 pro-
vides	 a	 deeper	 sound,	 and	 closer	 to	
the	 fingerboard	 provides	 a	 brighter	
sound.	 Varying	 the	 distance	 of	 the	
pair	from	the	face	of	the	guitar	also	
changes	the	sound	significantly,	with	
closer	 placement	 removing	 more	 of	
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the	room	sound	while	increasing	the	
bottom	 end,	 and	 farther	 placement	
capturing	more	of	the	ambience	pro-
vided	by	the	room.
	 Corina	 played	 her	 flute	 in	 our	
larger,	 main	 recording	 room,	 with	
the	wall	panels	set	to	a	fairly	live	(re-
flective)	 setting,	 providing	 a	 warm	
ambience	 for	 the	 sound.	 	 I	 used	 a	
large	 diaphragm	 condenser	 mic	 (a	
Neumann	U-87),	which	was	operat-
ing	with	a	cardioid	(uni-directional)	
pick-up	pattern.	This	microphone	is	
commonly	used	for	vocals,	and	pro-
vided	the	quick	response	and	bright	
sound	that	Corina	likes	for	her	style	
of	 flute	 playing.	 	 Two	 parts	 of	 the	
flute	 sound	 can	 prove	 problematic	
when	 recording:	 the	 “ffffffffff ”	 of	
the	 breath	 across	 the	 mouthpiece,	
and	 the	 noise	 of	 the	 keys	 and	 pads	
as	 they	 operate.	 Better	 flutes	 and	
flute	 players	 can	 minimize	 these	
sounds	somewhat,	but	good	micro-
phone	placement	helps	reduce	them	
in	 recording.	 Remember,	 when	 we	
listen	 to	 a	 flute,	 we	 typically	 don’t	
have	our	ears	placed	up	close	to	the	
instrument,	 but	 rather	 hear	 it	 from	
a	distance,	when	it	is	mixed	in	with	
room	 reflections	 and	 colored	 by	
the	 response	 of	 the	 environment.		
I	 placed	 the	 mic	 in	 a	 large	 boom	
stand	and	approached	the	flute	from	
above,	with	the	mic	about	18	inches	
above	 the	 instrument	 and	 centered	
between	 the	 mouthpiece	 and	 the	
exit	end.	 	Corina	was	standing	on	a	
hardwood	floor,	 and	 the	 reflections	
from	 below	 combined	 with	 the	 di-
rect	 sound	 to	 produce	 an	 even	 and	
beautiful	sound.
	 We	 didn’t	 record	 mandolin	 at	
the	session,	opting	instead	to	record	
Elisa	 performing	 an	 original	 piece	
solo	on	the	piano.	 	There	are	many	
different	 piano	 miking	 techniques,	
and	 I	 normally	 choose	 my	 setup	
based	on	the	sound	of	the	piano,	the	
room,	the	type	of	music,	the	role	of	
the	 piano	 in	 the	 final	 mix,	 and	 the	

personal	style	of	the	player.	In	Elisa’s	
case,	I	placed	a	pair	of	cardioid	con-
denser	 mikes	 in	 a	 spaced	 “xy”	 con-
figuration,	 about	 20	 inches	 above	
the	harp,	and	close	to	the	hammers.	
One	mic	was	facing	the	bass	strings	
and	the	other	the	trebles.	The	mics	
were	close	enough	together	that	we	
didn’t	 get	 a	 “hole”	 in	 the	 middle,	
and	 their	 uni-directional	 character	
helped	 assure	 that	 each	 mic	 picked	
up	 primarily	 the	 strings	 it	 was	 fac-
ing.	
	 When	we	all	said	goodbye	after	
the	week	of	intense	music	and	work,	
we	parted	as	good	friends	do	–	sad	
to	 say	 adios,	 but	 eager	 for	 the	 next	
adventure	 and	 hopeful	 for	 another	
visit	 before	 long.	 Who	 knows?		
Maybe	we’ll	see	them	in	Sao	Paulo!

Joe Weed records acoustic music at 
his Highland Studios near Los Ga-
tos, California.  He has released six 
albums of his own, produced many 
projects for independent artists and 
labels, and does sound tracks for film, 
TV and museums. Joe’s composition 
“Hymn to the Big Sky” was heard 
in “The Dust Bowl,” a film by Ken 
Burns, which premiered nationally 
on PBS November 18 and 19, 2012.  
Joe recently produced “Pa’s Fiddle,” a 
collection of 19th-century American 
music played by “Pa” Charles In-
galls, father of Laura Ingalls Wilder, 
the author of the “Little House on 
the Prairie” book series. Reach Joe 
by calling (408) 353-3353, by email 
at joe@highlandpublishing.com, or 
by visiting joeweed.com.

Thoughts on our FDF Festival
	 Being	 single,	 FDF	 truly	 is	 my	
“family	 vacation	 event,”	 and	 I	 en-
joyed	it	tremendously.		Thank	you	to	
the	twenty	or	so	new	acquaintances	
I	made.		I’ve	got	lots	of	stories	and	I	
took	 lots	 of	 pictures;	 and	 I’ll	 share	
those	in	the	coming	months.
	 At	 Rick	 Cornish’s	 suggestion,	
I	 made	 an	 effort	 to	 get	 a	 “Hooked	
On	 Bluegrass”	 story	 from	 as	 many	
people	as	I	could.		I	hounded	a	few	
holdouts	 among	 my	 friends,	 but	 I	
also	had	the	honor	of	speaking	with	
some	of	our	Main	Stage	musicians,	
including	 Melvin	 Goins	 and	 Earl	
White.		Their	stories	will	appear	on	
our	website	over	the	coming	weeks	
and	months.
	 This	 year	 we	 had	 three	 youth-
oriented	programs	during	the	 festi-
val.		It	seems	that	there	were	enough	
youngsters	involved	that	none	of	the	
programs	 cannibalized	 the	 others.		
For	 the	 third	 time	 we	 had	 “KIDS	
OF	 KIDS	 On	 Bluegrass”	 perform-

ing	 on	 at	 least	 one	 of	 the	 three	
stages.	 	Our	FDF	has	truly	become	
a	multi-generational	festival.
	 While	 I	 was	 not	 directly	 in-
volved	 with	 the	 “Kids	 On	 Blue-
grass”	 program,	 I	 did	 spend	 some	
time	 at	 Frank	 Solivan’s	 campsite	
and	 I	 camped	 nearby,	 so	 I	 saw	 bits	
and	pieces	of	the	evolutionary	pro-
cess.		Among	the	adults	who	helped	
Frank	develop	a	team	of	young	mu-
sicians	that	was	worthy	of	the	Main	
Stage	were	TJ	Doerfel,	Tom	Caudle,	
Meg	 Good,	 and	 Jim	 Murphy,	 with	
logistical	assistance	from	Hal	Finley	
and	Matt	Egerer.
	 I’m	 always	 impressed	 by	
what	 Frank	 and	 his	 crew	 man-
age	 to	 achieve	 in	 just	 three	 short	
days.	 	(Actually	three	long,	intense,	
highly-rewarding	 days.)	 	 During	
downtime,	many	of	the	more-expe-
rienced	 young	 pickers	 hung	 out	 at	
the	Teen	Jam	Hangout,	adjacent	to	
Camp	 Spam,	 to	 do	 yet	 more	 play-
ing!		Thanks	to	David	Brace	for	his	
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huge	 role	 in	 overseeing	 the	 entire	
festival;	and	to	various	CBA	leaders	
and	 members	 who	 have	 supported	
the	goal	of	cultivating	the	kids’	mu-
sical	talents.

Marking Your Stuff
	 Longtime	 readers	 know	 that	
I’m	a	big	believer	 in	“marking	your	
stuff.”	 	 I	 have	 shared	 funny	 stories	
and	near-catastrophes	in	which	peo-
ple	lost	or	found	something.		Twice	
here	I	have	told	how	I	misplaced	my	
backpack-manpurse	 at	 the	 Grass	
Valley	festival,	when	it	contained	my	
cell-phone,	keys,	and	wallet.	 	Being	
at	a	bluegrass	festival	–	where	most	
people	 are	 generally	 “good	 honest	
folks”	–	I	 found	it	where	I	had	 left	
it	 three	 hours	 earlier,	 undisturbed.		
That	said,	while	doing	my	duties	as	
a	 safety/security	team	member	this	
year,	I	heard	unconfirmed	stories	of	
a	 computer	 being	 lost	 or	 stolen	 as	
well	 as	 a	 disabled	 person’s	 electric	
scooter	mysteriously	disappearing.

	 The	 gist	 of	 it	 is	 this:	 	 If	 you	
don’t	want	to	lose	it,	your	name	and	
contact	info	need	to	be	on	it.		“IT”	
is	almost	anything	that	might	leave	
your	 home,	 vehicle,	 or	 campsite.		
It’s	difficult	to	label	fingerpicks	and	
eyeglasses	...	but	you	can	label	their	
storage	 pouches!	 	 Once	 I	 had	 two	
pairs	 of	 eyeglasses	 and	 managed	 to	
abandon	 one	 when	 I	 mounted	 the	
other	pair	onto	my	face.		Because	its	
case	 was	 marked,	 there	 was	 a	 mes-
sage	 waiting	 on	 my	 answering	 ma-
chine	when	I	back	home!
	 Ironically,	 the	 life	 essentials	
of	 “food,	 shelter,	 and	 clothing”	 are	
among	 the	 few	 items	 that	 rarely	
justify	 labeling.	 	 (Think	 about	 it.)		
Most	 people	 will	 return	 things	 to	
their	rightful	owners	if	the	process	is	
painless;	it	feels	good	to	help	some-
one,	 and	 you	 might	 make	 a	 new	
friendship	 in	 the	 process.	 	 Labels	
and	tags	and	engravings	won’t	help	
if	a	valuable	item	is	stolen,	but	they	
will	help	“finders”	if	it	is	lost.

	 Actually,	 I‘ll	 amend	 that	 last	
statement:	 	 Even	 if	 something	 is	
stolen,	 that	doesn’t	mean	 it	 is	gone	
forever.	 	 I’ve	 read	 stories	 of	 school	
class	 rings,	 vintage	 automobiles,	
and	musical	 instruments	eventually	
being	 returned	 to	 their	 owners,	 al-
beit	years	or	decades	later.	Whether	
you	 prefer	 to	 use	 a	 phone	 number,	
e-mail,	streets	address,	driver	license	
number,	 or	 social	 security	 number	
is	your	choice,	but	please	put	some	
form	of	ID	onto	your	gear,	especial-
ly	the	valuable	ones.
	 For	 musical	 equipment,	 there	
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Rattlesnake Fangs, 
Fiddles & Folklore 
By Wayne Erbsen 
©2013

	 People	have	always	had	a	strange	
fascination	with	rattlesnakes.	As	one	
of	America’s	most	poisonous	snakes,	
they	are	both	feared	and	hated,	and	
yet	 their	 rattles	 are	 prized	 for	 their	
mythical	and	magical	properties.
	 While	 doing	 research	 for	 this	
article,	I	ran	across	an	amazing	num-
ber	of	stories,	some	true,	some	pure	
myth,	 about	 rattlesnakes	 or	 “rat-
tlers,”	 as	 they	 are	 sometimes	 called.	
One	 old	 timer	 personally	 told	 me	
the	 following	 story	 as	 the	 gospel	
truth,	 but	 I	 have	 since	 found	 ver-
sions	 of	 it	 that	 were	 collected	 both	
in	 the	 Southern	 Appalachians,	 and	
in	Western	Europe.	It	seemed	that	a	
Civil	War	soldier’s	boots	were	jinxed.	
He	died	not	in	battle,	but	contract-
ed	a	mysterious	disease	and	quickly	
passed	 away.	 When	 his	 son	 got	 old	
enough,	he	proudly	wore	his	father’s	
old	 boots,	 and	 he	 too	 contracted	
a	 strange	 illness	 and	 died.	 In	 fact,	
anyone	 who	 ever	 wore	 those	 boots	
soon	 came	 down	 with	 a	 mysterious	
illness	and	soon	passed	away.	Finally,	
a	 mortician	 closely	 inspected	 the	
boots	and	found	out	why	they	were	
jinxed.	 Protruding	 up	 through	 the	
sole	of	one	of	the	boots	was	the	fang	
of	a	large	rattlesnake	which	had	died	
many	 years	 before,	 but	 his	 venom	
was	still	lethal.
	 As	 I	 perused	 the	 literature	 of	
rattlesnakes,	 I	 found	 that	 rattle-
snakes	are	thought	to	be	a	sure	cure	
for	a	variety	of	ailments.	One	source	
said	that	rattlesnake	“salt”	was	a	sure	
cure	 for	 “hysteria,	 excessive	 wrath,	
mental	 illness,	 symptoms	 of	 insan-
ity,	uncontrollable	tremors,	phobias,	
delusions	 of	 grandeur,	 feelings	 of	
worthlessness,	 fantasies	 of	 persecu-
tion,	 and	 diabolical	 possession.”	 In	
Kentucky,	a	belt	made	of	rattlesnake	
skin	was	said	to	cure	rheumatism.	If	
you	 were	 unlucky	 enough	 to	 have	
tuberculosis,	a	common	cure	was	to	
cut	off	the	head	of	a	rattlesnake	and	
put	it	in	a	bottle	of	rum,	and	drink	it	
two	or	three	times	a	day.
	 Not	only	have	rattlesnakes	been	
considered	 good	 for	 what	 ails	 you,	
but	 in	 Texas,	 they’ve	 been	 used	 to	
foretell	the	weather.	If	a	dead	snake	
is	tossed	in	the	air	and	lands	on	the	
ground	 with	 its	 back	 up,	 rain	 is	 on	
the	 way.	 On	 the	 other	 hand,	 if	 it	
lands	with	 its	belly	up,	dry	weather	
will	continue.	If	you’re	being	chased	
by	witches,	be	sure	to	sew	pieces	of	
rattlesnake	 skin	 to	 your	 clothing,	
which	 is	 guaranteed	 to	 drive	 them	
away.
	 Rattlesnakes	were	an	important	
part	of	Native	American	mythology	
and	 were	 commonly	 used	 for	 heal-
ing.	In	addition	to	the	idea	that	the	
rattles	 would	 facilitate	 childbirth,	
there	 was	 the	 common	 belief	 that	
rattles	 would	 pacify	 teething	 chil-
dren.	They	were	placed	in	a	bag	and	
hung	around	the	neck,	or	worn	as	a	
necklace.	Sometimes	a	child	was	al-
lowed	to	chew	on	them.	One	story	
claimed	that	for	this	to	work,	there	
must	 be	 at	 least	 three	 rattles,	 and	

the	 cord	 around	 the	 child’s	 neck	
must	 be	 red.	 Rattles	 were	 also	 used	
to	prevent	fits	and	convulsions.	One	
Native	 American	 legend	 tells	 of	 an	
Indian	 who	 trained	 a	 band	 of	 rat-
tlers	 to	 join	 him	 in	 song.	 By	 using	
their	 rattles	 the	 snakes	were	able	 to	
carry	four	harmony	parts	-	soprano,	
alto,	tenor	and	bass.

Strong	 beliefs	 about	 the	 magical	
powers	 of	 rattlesnakes	 were	 wide-
spread	 in	 19th	 and	 early	 20th	 cen-
tury	America.	

l If	you	receive	rattles	from	some-
one,	no	harm	will	come	to	you	
while	that	person	is	near	you.

l If	you	kill	a	rattler,	keep	the	rattles	
for	a	good	luck	charm.

l If	 you	 kill	 a	 rattler	 and	 rub	 the	
rattles	on	your	eyes,	you	will	
always	 see	 a	 rattler	 before	 he	 sees	
you.

l Satan	will	come	to	your	aid	if	you	
get	a	rattle	off	a	graveyard	
rattlesnake	and	sew	it	with	a	piece	of	
silver	in	a	red	flannel	bag	
that	you	wear	over	your	heart.

l If	you	display	the	rattle	of	a	dead	
snake,	it	will	keep	other	
rattlers	 away	 and	 act	 as	 a	 charm	
against	a	rattlesnake	bite.

	 Stories	and	songs	of	snakes	and	
children	have	always	made	the	heart	
to	 throb	 and	 the	 eyes	 to	 moisten.	
An	example	of	this	is	the	fiddle	tune	
“Rattlesnake	Bit	the	Baby.”	And	let’s	
not	 forget	 Bill	 Monroe’s	 composi-
tion	“The	Little	Girl	and	The	Dread-
ful	 Snake.”	 Actually,	 Bill	 Monroe	
himself	 kept	 a	 large	 rattlesnake	 in-
side	his	Loar	mandolin.
	 Here’s	 a	 particularly	 heart-
wrenching	 variation	 of	 an	 ancient	
story	of	a	little	girl	and	a	snake.
	 There	was	once	a	little	girl	who	
befriended	a	snake.	Every	day	she	car-
ried	her	lunch	out	in	the	yard	to	eat.	
Finally,	 the	 curiosity	 of	 her	 parents	
was	aroused,	and	they	 followed	her	
and	 watched	 her	 sit	 down	 to	 enjoy	
her	bowl	of	bread	and	milk.	All	of	a	
sudden,	a	huge	rattlesnake	slithered	
out	from	the	grass	and	coiled	beside	
her,	 to	 be	 fed	 bread	 and	 milk	 from	
her	 spoon.	 The	 horrified	 parents	
killed	the	snake	with	the	result	that	
the	heartbroken	child,	pining	for	her	
dead	playmate,	became	disconsolate	
and	soon	died.
	 Rattlesnakes	 also	 made	 great	
fodder	 for	 tall	 tales.	 One	 such	 tale	
is	of	a	miner	who	kept	a	large	rattler	
as	a	pet.	One	night	a	burglar	snuck	
into	 the	 miner’s	 cabin	 to	 steal	 his	
gold.	Wanting	to	protect	his	master’s	
booty,	the	rattler	bound	the	burglar	
to	a	bedpost	with	its	coils	and	hung	
its	 tail	out	the	window	to	rattle	 for	
the	police.
	 Then	 there	 was	 a	 hunter	 who	
saved	the	life	of	a	large	rattler,	which	
then	 became	 his	 constant	 compan-
ion.	 When	 the	 hunter	 accidentally	
fell	on	a	train	track	just	as	the	loco-
motive	 was	 about	 to	 run	 over	 him,	
the	 snake	 pulled	 the	 hunter’s	 red	

bandana	out	of	his	pocket	and	waved	
down	the	train.
	 One	 farmer	 built	 a	 fence	 con-
sisting	 of	 five	 hundred	 posts	 that	
he	 drove	 into	 the	 ground	 with	 a	
sledgehammer.	When	it	warmed	up,	
the	 posts	 proved	 to	 be	 rattlers	 who	
crawled	 off,	 dragging	 two	 miles	 of	
barbed	wire	behind	them.
	 And	then	there	was	 the	 family	
in	 Texas	 with	 nine	 children.	 Only	
one	of	the	nine	had	never	been	bit-
ten	 by	 a	 rattler	 and	 that	 one	 child	
developed	an	inferiority	complex.
	 Even	 though	 rattlesnakes	 and	
fiddles	 make	 strange	 bedfellows,	
there	 exists	 a	 great	 deal	 of	 lore	 and	
superstition	 about	 their	 sometimes	
bumpy	 relationship.	 Many	 Appala-
chian	fiddlers	have	long	believed	that	
it	was	good	luck	to	put	a	rattlesnake	
rattle	 inside	 their	 fiddle;	 the	 bigger	
the	better.	Perhaps	it	had	to	do	with	
the	fact	that	the	fiddle	has	long	been	
known	 as	 the	 “devil’s	 instrument.”	
Many	 fiddlers	 would	 have	 agreed	
with	 an	 old	 timer	 from	 Missouri	
who	 said	 that	 the	 rattles	 “keep	 the	
devil	out.”
	 Even	 for	 the	 superstitious-
minded,	not	even	the	presence	of	a	
rattlesnake	rattle	was	strong	enough	
medicine	 to	 keep	 old	 Satan	 at	 bay.	
One	Florida	fiddler’s	wife	stubbornly	
refused	to	allow	the	fiddle	inside	the	
house	because	it	would	be	like	invit-
ing	the	Devil	for	supper.	Instead,	he	
had	 to	 hang	 his	 fiddle	 on	 a	 wall	 of	
the	barn	where	mud-daubers,	wasps	
and	mice	would	build	their	nests	in-
side	his	fiddle.	But	if	the	farmer	kept	
a	rattlesnake	rattle	 inside	his	fiddle,	
the	 scent	 would	 usually	 scare	 away	
all	but	the	most	persistent	pests.
	 Besides	 driving	 off	 pests,	 ver-
min,	and	the	Devil	himself,	fiddlers	
have	had	far	less	sinister	reasons	for	

keeping	 a	 rattlesnake	 rattle	 inside	
their	 instruments.	 Many	 have	 sug-
gested	 it	 gave	 the	 fiddle	 a	 sweeter	
tone,	or	that	it	gave	them	good	luck.	
Bill	Monroe,	the	 legendary	mando-
lin	 player,	 kept	 a	 large	 rattle	 inside	
his	 precious	 Lloyd	 Loar	 mandolin.	
I’ve	also	heard	of	a	Brazilian	guitar-
ist	who	strongly	believed	that	a	rat-
tle	 inside	 his	 guitar	 not	 only	 made	
it	sound	better,	but	 it	 improved	his	
singing	too.
	 In	the	early	‘eighties	I	asked	leg-
endary	 fiddler	 Tommy	 Jarrell	 why	
he	put	a	rattlesnake	in	his	fiddle.	He	
explained	that	when	he	was	growing	
up	 in	 North	 Carolina,	 nobody	 had	
a	 case	 for	 their	 fiddle.	 Instead,	 they	
carried	 their	 instruments	 around	
in	 an	 old	 flour	 sack.	 At	 home	 they	
usually	hung	their	fiddle	on	the	wall	
where	 spiders	 liked	 to	 build	 their	
web	inside	the	fiddle,	hoping	to	trap	
a	tasty	treat.	It	was	said	that	a	rattle	
inside	 the	 fiddle	 would	 scare	 away	
spiders	because	of	the	snake	scent	of	
the	 rattle.	 When	 the	 fiddler	 would	
play	his	fiddle,	the	rattle	would	move	
around,	and	tear	up	the	web.	Some	
old	fiddlers	have	claimed	that	when	
they	 played	 their	 fiddles	 the	 rattles	
“sang	 along”	 with	 the	 tune,	 giving	
it	 sweeter	 tone.	 A	 North	 Carolina	
fiddler	claimed	that	his	grandfather	
told	 him	 that	 the	 fiddle	 used	 to	 be	
a	woman’s	instrument	and	that	add-
ing	a	rattle	to	the	instrument	made	it	
more	masculine.
	 One	of	 the	more	practical	 rea-
sons	 some	 fiddlers	 carry	 a	 rattle	 in-
side	their	instrument	is	to	help	keep	
the	 moisture	 out	 of	 their	 fiddles.	 I	
read	one	myth	that	said	a	swimming	
rattler	 always	 held	 its	 rattle	 high	 to	
keep	 it	 dry,	 so	 that’s	 why	 some	 fid-
dlers	 thought	 it	 would	 keep	 their	
fiddles	 dry.	 In	 California,	 it	 was	

thought	that	a	rattle	tied	to	a	banjo	
head	would	help	preserve	the	skin.
	 Many	southern	fiddlers	strong-
ly	believe	 that	a	 rattlesnake	 in	 their	
fiddles	 give	 them	 more	 mojo	 when	
they	 compete	 at	 a	 fiddler’s	 conven-
tion.	 Fiddler	 Martin	 Fox	 has	 said	
that	 he	 always	 shakes	 his	 fiddle	 be-
fore	getting	on	stage	at	a	fiddle	con-
test	 to	 wake	 up	 the	 rattle	 so	 it	 will	
release	its	magical	mojo.
	 Some	 years	 ago	 while	 in	 a	 re-
cording	 session,	 the	 engineer	 com-
plained	about	a	strange	sound	com-
ing	out	of	my	fiddle.	We	had	to	put	
the	session	on	hold	while	we	 inves-
tigated.	It	turned	out	that	the	rattle	
inside	 my	 fiddle	 that	 was	 “singing	
along”	 as	 I	 played.	 After	 I	 removed	
the	 rattle,	 the	 rest	 of	 the	 session	
went	smoothly,	but	who	knows	how	
much	mojo	was	lost	when	the	rattle	
was	removed?	

Wayne Erbsen has been teaching 
banjo, fiddle, guitar and mandolin 
since dinosaurs roamed the earth 
(really about fifty years). Originally 
from California, he now makes his 
home in Asheville, North Carolina. 
He has written thirty songbooks and 
instructions books for banjo, fiddle, 
guitar and mandolin. Check out 
his web site at http://www.nativeg-
round.com/ or email or call for a 
FREE catalog: (828)299-7031 or 
banjo[at]nativeground.com

is	a	CBA	supporter/advertiser	who	
can	 help	 safeguard	 your	 posses-
sions–	and	help	recover	stolen	stuff	
–	at	www.gear-track.com.	 	Also	see	
pages	A9	and	B2	of	the	June	“Break-
down.”		Besides	the	identifiers	men-
tioned	earlier,	 you	 should	also	 take	
high-quality	 photographs	 of	 your	
gear,	so	that	pics	can	be	distributed	
if	 necessary.	 	 Such	 distribution	 is	
one	of	 the	 services	offered	by	Gear	
Track.
	 If	you	found	a	banjo	capo	at	a	
campsite,	with	no	identifying	mark-
ings,	 what	 would	 you	 do	 with	 it?		
What	 if	 “R	 Stanley”	 was	 engraved	
on	 it,	 would	 that	 change	 your	 ac-
tion?	 	 It	 could	 be	 a	 gift	 from	 Dr.	

Ralph	 Stanley	 to	 a	 CBA	 friend,	 or	
it	 could	 be	 the	 property	 of	 Fred/
Melinda	 Stanley’s	 long-lost	 cousin	
Ruben;	 and	 how	 would	 you	 know	
which?	 	 I’ll	 bet	 somewhere	 in	 this	
issue	 (and	 our	 website)	 is	 a	 list	 of	
all	 the	 stuff	 that	 was	 left	 behind	 at	
the	fairgrounds	after	FDF;	and	pre-
sumably	none	of	them	has	sufficient	
identifiers	on	them.
	 After	the	Dabney-Hicks	Cam-
pout	in	May,	I	acquired	a	chair	that	
had	once	belonged	 to	“Farney,”	be-
cause	he	or	she	failed	to	attach	any	
contact	 information.	 	 (Hey	 Farney,	
if	you	read	this,	let	me	know	if	you	
want	it	back.)		At	the	SCVFA	fund-
raiser	 in	 June,	 someone	 bought	 a	
tripod	 but	 forgot	 to	 take	 it	 home,	
and	 I	 could	 not	 remember	 who	 it	

was.	 	 Luckily,	 his	 music	 book	 was	
left	 next	 to	 it,	 and	 the	 book	 had	
his	 name	 inside!	 	 At	 FDF,	 some-
one	 left	 an	 unopened	 case	 of	 Coke	
at	my	campsite.		My	neighbors	said	
it	wasn’t	theirs.		Since	I	don’t	drink	
much	 soda,	 I’ll	 share	 it	 at	 the	 next	
SCVFA	jam.
	 My	 young	 nephew	 lost	 one	
of	 his	 electronic	 gadgets	 recently.		
My	brother	told	him	“that	tells	me	
you’re	not	old	enough	yet	for	a	cell-
phone.”	 And	 he’s	 right,	 of	 course.		
That	same	brother	makes	fun	of	me	
for	labeling	my	phone	and	GPS	and	
camera.	 Apparently	 he	 doesn’t	 see	
the	 connection	 between	 tagging	
things	 and	 recovering	 them.	 	 Well,	
Mom	says	I’m	the	smart	one,	so	take	
my	advice.

The Allan French Column by Allan French
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The Luthier’s Corner - Roger Siminoff
Q: I play an old Fender Artist and most people 
who play it say it’s VERY loud, but when I hear 
them play it, it doesn’t broadcast that volume. I 
recently had a chance to play Alan Munde’s Stell-
ing and even though I pick hard I couldn’t get any 
sound out of it, but when I was out front and he 
played it, it really barked. I have two completely 
different banjos and my setup is the same for both. 
Is there a simple difference in the setup that makes 
the difference in the way a banjo projects? 

A:	First,	as	to	various	people	playing	and	listening	to	instruments,	a	great	deal	depends	on	where	
the	instrument	is	played,	and	where	you	are	standing	or	seated	relative	to	hearing	the	instrument.	
However,	the	greatest	difference	from	player	to	player	is	dependent	on	the	“attack.”	There	are	
five	major	components	of	attack:	the	location	of	attack	(where	you	hit	the	strings),	the	intensity	
of	attack	(how	hard	you	hit	the	strings),	the	method	of	attack	(steel	fingerpicks	vs	plastic	ones),	
the	duration	of	attack	(how	long	you	attack	the	string	-	consider	the	difference	between	a	picked	
string	and	a	bowed	string),	and	the	angle	of	attack	(the	angle	at	which	the	strings	are	attacked).	
All	of	these	contribute	to	how	an	instrument	in	the	hands	of	one	player	sounds	different	from	
another.	The	attack	is	critical	to	how	a	banjo	sounds,	and	this	means	that	the	musician	is	critical	
to	how	a	banjo	sounds.	Folks	have	always	said	that	they	“...	want	a	banjo	that	sounds	like	Earl’s”	
but	they	forget	that	the	only	way	to	do	this	is	to	have	Earl’s	right	hand.	I	have	had	the	privilege	
of	hearing	Earl	play	several	different	banjos	in	one	setting	-	and	yet	they	all	sounded	like	Earl’s	
personal	Granada.	The	common	denominator	was	Earl.
	 I	would	think	that	your	two	completely	different	banjos	sound	rather	similar	when	you	
play	them.	Of	course,	there	will	be	differences	in	acoustical	systems	-	like	the	difference	between	
a	flathead	and	an	archtop,	between	a	pot	assembly	with	tube-and-plate	flange	and	one-piece	
flange,	and	the	difference	between	the	pot	assembly	and	neck	of	Gibson	(and	Gibson	replicas)	
and	Stelling	banjos.	However,	similar	constructions	with	similar	set-up	attributes	should	sound	
the	same	with	the	same	performer.

Q: I have an RB250 banjo and am getting a buzz at the 4th fret, third string, when I fret the 
string at the 2nd fret. Can you tell what’s happening and how I can fix it?

A:	It’s	difficult	to	determine	the	problem	without	seeing	the	banjo,	but	I	can	offer	some	sugges-
tions	of	what	might	be	happening	so	that	you	can	do	some	further	tests:

1)	If	you	have	an	older	250,	and	it	has	been	played	for	a	long	time,	there	is	a	good	possibility	
that	the	second	fret	is	worn.	However,	if	this	is	the	case,	the	string	would	buzz	at	the	3rd	fret	
before	it	buzzes	at	the	4th	fret.	(But	it	could	happen	if	the	3rd	fret	is	also	badly	worn.)

2)	If	the	string	is	only	buzzing	at	the	4th	fret	and	not	at	the	3rd	fret	(when	fretted	at	the	2nd	
fret),	there	is	an	outside	chance	that	the	4th	fret	has	come	loose	or	raised	slightly	(but	this	
is	very	rare).

3)	There	is	a	possibility	that	the	neck	has	developed	a	“bow”	so	the	fretboard	is	higher	in	the	
center	than	at	either	end.	But	even	if	this	is	the	case,	the	buzz	would	be	sequential	–	that	is,	it	
would	occur	at	the	next	fret	and	not	only	occur	two	frets	further	up	the	fretboard.

4)	It	is	possible	that	the	action	is	too	low.	This	can	be	corrected	by	using	a	taller	bridge	or	
changing	the	attitude	(pitch)	of	the	neck	by	adjusting	the	coordinator	rods.

	 As	to	fixing	the	problem,	the	only	two	things	I	would	suggest	that	you	could	easily	do	your-
self	is	to	change	the	bridge	or	adjusting	the	coordinator	rods.	If	the	neck	is	bowed,	it	should	be	
adjusted	by	a	skilled	repair	person.	Anything	relating	to	the	frets	–	which	might	lead	to	either	
fret	adjustment	or	a	complete	re-fretting	job	–	should	also	be	left	to	a	competent	repair	person.
	 The	coordinator	rod	adjustment	is	fairly	simple,	but	if	done	carelessly	can	lead	to	forcing	
the	rim	out	of	round.	Most	Gibson-style	banjos	have	two	coordinator	rods:	an	upper	one	and	
a	lower	one.	The	forward	end	of	both	rods	are	threaded	onto	the	neck’s	lag	screws	and	are	the	
means	by	which	the	neck	is	attached	to	the	rim.	Both	coordinator	rods	should	be	firmly,	but	not	
overly	tightened	to	hold	the	neck	securely	to	the	rim.	
	 The	 upper	 rod	 has	 a	 large	 nut	 inside	 the	 rim	 at	 the	 tailpiece	 end.	 This	 rod	 does	 not	 go	
through	 the	 rim,	 but	 stops	 just	 short	 of	 the	 inside	 of	 the	 tone	 chamber.	 The	 lower	 rod	 goes	
through	the	rim	and	has	a	large	nut	both	inside	and	outside	the	rim.	
	 As	previously	mentioned,	the	rods	should	be	attached	firmly	to	the	neck’s	lag	screws.	There	
is	no	“adjustment”	here,	just	a	connection	point	for	the	neck.	To	tighten	the	coordinator	rods	
to	the	neck,	put	a	small	nail	in	the	hole	in	the	center	of	the	rod	and	tighten	the	rod	to	secure	it	
to	the	rim.	There	should	be	washers	between	the	ends	of	the	rods	and	the	inside	face	of	the	rim.	
Hand	tighten	only;	do	not	use	a	wrench	or	similar	tool.
	 (For	the	following	neck-angle	adjustment,	keep	the	nail	in	place	and	use	it	to	prevent	the	
coordinator	rod	from	turning.	Do	NOT	use	pliers	as	they	will	damage	the	rod	and/or	nuts.)
	 To	lower	the	action	(i.e.,	strings	closer	to	the	fretboard),	tighten	the	large	inside	nut	on	the	
upper	coordinator	rod	(so	that	it	exerts	pressure	against	the	rim)	and	then	tighten	the	outside	
nut	on	the	lower	rod	(loosen	the	inner	one,	first).	Pushing	on	the	upper	rod	and	pulling	on	the	
lower	rod	will	force	the	neck	pitch	down	and	cause	the	action	to	be	lower.		
	 To	raise	the	action	(i.e.,	strings	further	from	the	fretboard),	loosen	the	outside	lower	nut,	
and	tighten	the	inside	lower	nut	against	the	rim,	it	will	force	the	neck	pitch	upwards	and	raise	
the	action.	Note	that	the	nut	on	the	upper	rod	cannot	help	the	neck	pitch	come	upwards;	the	
strings’	tension	will	help	to	do	this	to	some	extent.	Once	the	adjustment	is	made,	make	the	up-
per	inside	nut	snug	(not	tight).
	 When	you	are	done,	snug	up	the	nuts	you	didn’t	use	to	keep	them	from	rattling.	The	maxi-
mum	adjustment	you	should	make	would	be	two	turns	with	any	of	the	large	nuts.	If	you	need	
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to	go	further,	remove	the	neck	and	put	a	shim	on	the	upper	or	lower	contact	point	of	the	neck-
to-rim	connection	to	help	the	neck	move	in	the	direction	you	want	it	to	go	(down	or	up),	re-
assemble,	and	try	the	nut	adjustments	again.	Do	not	exert	excessive	force	to	tighten	the	nuts;	
doing	so	will	distort	the	rim.

Q: I’ve tried to prepare several dovetail joints and I keep getting sloppy fits. It seems like a 
nightmare-ish task. Any ideas on how I can improve this?

A:	Well,	I’m	not	exactly	clear	on	the	process	you	are	using,	but	the	most	 important	thing	to	
consider	is	that	if	you	get	a	“sloppy	fit”	there	is	really	nothing	terribly	wrong	with	shimming	the	
dovetail	joint	to	get	it	to	fit	correctly.	

	 I’ve	 done	 repair	 work	 on	 numerous	 early	 Gibson	 instruments	 and	 many	 of	 them	 had	
shimmed	dovetail	joints.	The	good	thing	about	the	shims	is	that	you	can’t	see	them	from	out-
side.	If	you	fit	the	shims	well,	there	is	absolutely	nothing	wrong	with	using	them.	The	thing	you	
want	to	be	very	careful	of	is	to	not	use	a	lot	of	glue	to	fill	any	gaps.	The	best	joint	has	a	good	
wood-to-wood	bond,	and	the	best	way	to	achieve	this	is	to	use	glue	for	the	purposes	of	bonding	
the	pores	of	one	piece	of	wood	to	the	pores	of	another	piece	of	wood.	Under	no	circumstance	
should	you	attempt	to	use	glue	or	any	other	adhesive	(including	epoxy)	as	a	joint	filler	–	when	
the	glue	dries	and	shrinks,	you	will	have	a	poor	neck	joint.	And,	if	you	use	epoxy,	you’ll	never	be	
able	to	disassemble	the	joint	if	the	need	arises.

Q: What about plastic or gut strings on a banjo for a softer sound. Has it been tried? 

A:	Yes,	gut	strings	have	absolutely	been	tried	on	the	banjo.	In	fact,	gut	was	the	very	first	type	of	
string	used	on	the	banjo.	Nylon	is	the	space-age	replacement	for	gut	and	has	the	advantage	of	
not	being	susceptible	to	changes	in	humidity.	Lots	of	old-time	(i.e.,	open	back)	banjo	players	use	
gut	or	nylon	today.	And,	you	are	correct,	gut	or	nylon	would	impart	a	warmer,	mellower	sound	
which	is	perfect	for	folk	and	old-time	banjo.	For	bluegrass	banjo	most	folks	stick	to	steel	strings.

Q: I was wondering what your thoughts were about nuts and saddles. I use 1/8” saddles and 
nuts. Do you think I would get more drive from a 3/16” nut and saddle or would the mass 
be too great?  	

A:	Before	I	respond,	I	assume	you	are	referring	to	nuts	and	saddles	for	guitars.	The	needs	are	very	
different	-	from	a	standpoint	of	mass	-	when	it	comes	to	materials	bridge	saddles	and	materials	for	
nuts.	For	nuts,	you	need	a	rigid,	dense	material	that	will	not	damp	(absorb)	the	energy	from	the	
strings.	In	essence,	you	want	the	nut	to	be	a	strong	support	on	which	the	strings	can	vibrate	with-
out	their	energy	dissipating	through	or	being	absorbed	by	the	nut.	Further,	some	of	the	strings’	
energy	is	transmitted	to	the	neck,	and	does	make	a	contribution	to	the	overall	sound,	so	the	type	
of	material	used	for	the	nut	does	make	a	difference.	Typically,	the	harder	and	denser	the	material	
is,	the	brighter	and	clearer	the	sound	will	be.	
	 Saddles	on	a	guitar	bridge	play	a	very	different	role.	While	they	also	support	the	strings’	
vibrations,	their	main	job	is	to	assist	in	transferring	the	strings’	energy	to	the	soundboard.	For	
saddles,	you	need	a	light	and	strong	material	that	helps	to	transmit	the	strings’	energy	while	at	the	
same	time	doesn’t	interfere	with	the	transmission	of	the	strings’	energy	to	the	bridge	saddle	and	
then	to	the	soundboard.	So,	as	it	relates	to	saddles,	you	really	don’t	want	significant	mass,	but	you	
do	want	light	weight,	strength,	and	rigidity.
	 And,	just	to	be	sure	clear	about	“mass,”	it	refers	to	an	object’s	weight	and	size	as	it	relates	to	
the	amount	of	energy	needed	to	set	it	in	motion.
	 See	you	next	month!

©	Copyright	2013,	Roger	H.	Siminoff,	Atascadero,	CA.
	 If	 you	 have	 questions	 you	 would	 like	 answered,	 please	 email:	 siminoff@siminoff.net,	 or	
write	to	Roger	Siminoff,	PO	Box	2992,	Atascadero,	CA	93423.

Roger Siminoff was the founder of Pickin’ and Frets magazines and has written more than 10 
books on instrument set-up and construction. For more on Roger Siminoff, Siminoff Banjo and 
Mandolin Parts, Gibson and Lloyd Loar history, visit his web site at: www.siminoff.net.

Fig. 1. The dovetail joint in this headblock has been prepared with a special router bit (the 
dovetail was routed in the headblock before the rim was attached). The dovetail joint in 
the neck is prepared by securing the neck in a fixture and roughing out the dovetail shape 
on a bandsaw. Then the neck and headblock joints are hand fitted together. 



August 2013                                                                                                    Bluegrass Breakdown A-17

Make money and help the CBA in a very 
significant way: 

sell ads for the Bluegrass Breakdown. 
Contact Mark Varner for deets: 

831-338-0618 or 
mrvarner@ix.netcom.com

reading.		(Postscript:		I	have	never	
shared	 this	 recipe	 for	 pickles	 with	
anyone!)

Aunt Annie’s Bread 
and Butter Pickles

Mix together:
4 quarts pickling cucumbers, 

sliced.  A mandolin (no, not 
your instrument!) works 
well.  You can determine 
the thickness of your liking.

6 medium white onions, thinly 
sliced

3 green bell peppers, 
chopped

3 cloves garlic, chopped
1/3 cup salt

Cover with cracked ice cubes (3 
trays) and mix.  Allow to stand for 
three hours.  Drain and add

5 cups sugar
1-1/2 tsp. turmeric
1-1/2 tsp. celery salt
2 Tbsp. mustard seed
3 cups cider vinegar

Bring all ingredients to a boil and 
put into pint jars and process in 
water or steam bath.

	 This	is	my	mom’s	recipe	for	chili	
sauce.		I	can	still	smell	it	cooking	on	
the	stove	on	hot	summer	evenings.

Betty Mae’s Chili Sauce
12 large tomatoes, peeled 

and chopped
2 cups bell peppers, chopped
2 large onions, chopped
2-1/2 cups cider vinegar
3/4 cups sugar
2 Tbsp. salt

Cook for several hours and put 
into pint jars and process in water 
or steam bath.  Makes 4 pints.  This 
recipe can be doubled or tripled.

Zucchini Relish
Grind together:
10 cups zucchini
4 cups onions
Add:
5 pounds salt
	
Mix and let stand overnight.  In 
the morning drain and rinse well.

Add:
2-1/2 cups white vinegar
2-1/2 cups sugar
1 tsp. nutmeg
1 tsp. dry mustard
1 tsp. turmeric
1 Tbsp. cornstarch
1 finely chopped red bell pep-

per
1 finely chopped green bell 

pepper

Bring all ingredients to a boil; re-
duce heat and cook 30 minutes.  
Put into pint jars and process 
in water or steam bath.  Makes 7 
pints.

	 This	is	a	colorful	and	delicious	
dish	for	a	summer	evening	when	the	

Happy Festivas!
	 As	I	write	this	month’s	column	
from	 the	 beautiful	 fairgrounds	 in	
Grass	 Valley	 at	 the	 Father’s	 Day	
Festival,	 I	 once	 again	 realize	 how	
lucky	we	are	to	have	access	to	such	
wonderful	 bluegrass	 music.	 	 For	
four	 days	 we	 live	 in	 a	 tight-knit	
community	 of	 music	 lovers	 and	
truly	 amazing	 people.	 	 This	 year	
Gary	and	I	decided	to	throw	a	little	
something	 new	 into	 the	 mix.	 	 A	
week	before	the	festival	we	brought	
home	 a	 new	 addition---Sophie,	 a	
black	 tri-color	 Australian	 Shep-
herd	puppy.	 	At	only	11	weeks	we	
were	not	sure	how	she	would	react	
to	 so	 many	 people	 at	 the	 festival.		
Well,	I	have	to	tell	you	that	Sophie	
now	needs	her	own	Facebook	page.		
A	walk	through	camp	turned	into	
half	 a	 day	 of	 play	 dates	 and	 greet-
ings.	 	 Since	 I	 am	 trying	 to	 teach	
her	not	to	jump	on	people,	she	has	
decided	that	if	she	flopped	on	her	
back	 for	 a	 belly	 scratch	 it	 would	
result	in	the	same	amount	of	bliss.		
The	first	two	people	she	met	upon	
arriving	 in	 Grass	 Valley	 were	 Bill	
Evans	 and	 Rob	 Ickes.	 	 They	 both	
whipped	 out	 their	 cell	 phones	 to	
share	 pictures	 of	 their	 dogs	 with	
me.	 	 Rob	 brought	 his	 family	 over	
for	a	puppy	fix.		So	not	only	do	we	
belong	 to	 a	 music	 family	 but	 also	
a	dog	 family!	 	 I	met	an	 incredible	
number	of	fabulous	people,	thanks	
to	Sophie.		I	thank	you	and	Sophie	
thanks	 you.	 	 Next	 we	 head	 to	 Su-
sanville	 Bluegrass	 Festival	 for	 an-
other	round	of	love!
	 Last	 month	 I	 promised	 to	
share	 some	 recipes	 that	 contained	
fresh	 veggies	 from	 the	 garden	
or	 farmer’s	 market.	 	 Here	 is	 my	
great	 Aunt	 Annie’s	 (rest	 her	 soul)	
recipe	 for	 Bread	 and	 Butter	 Pick-
les.	 She	 always	 had	 a	 huge	 garden	
and	 canned	 everything.	 	 While	 I	
was	cleaning	out	my	mom’s	recipe	
box	 after	 she	 passed	 away,	 I	 came	
across	Annie’s	collection,	which	in-
cluded	 instructions	 for	 some	 very	
interesting	 things	 including	 sauer-
kraut	 made	 in	 a	 crock	 and	 home	
brew.	 	 She	 even	 included	 the	 cost	
of	each	ingredient.		The	beer	called	
for	corn	sugar	at	a	cost	of	89	cents	
for	 eight	 pounds.	 	 I	 don’t	 even	
know	what	corn	sugar	 is	or	 if	 it	 is	
even	used	anymore.		This	all	made	
for	 interesting	 Sunday	 afternoon	

Meet Me In the Kitchen By Eileen Kleinschmidt

veggies	are	fresh.		Serve	with	a	salad	
for	an	easy	meal.

Zucchini Pie
4 eggs
1/4 cup canola oil
salt and pepper
1 tsp. baking powder
1 cup all-purpose baking mix 

(such as Bisquick)
1-1/2 cup sliced zucchini
1-1/2 cups sliced yellow 

squash
1/2 cup chopped onion
1 large ripe tomato, sliced
1/4 cup grated Parmesan 

cheese

Preheat oven to 350 degrees.  
Lightly grease a 9 inch deep dish 
pie plate.
 
Whisk together eggs and oil in a 
bowl with salt and pepper.  Stir 
in baking powder and baking 
mix until moistened.  Gently fold 
in zucchini, summer squash and 
onion.  Pour into prepared pie 
plate and arrange sliced tomato 
over top.  Sprinkle with Parmesan 
cheese. Bake in preheated oven 
until puffed and golden brown, 
about 35 minutes.

	 Melons	 should	 be	 ripening	 on	
the	 vines	 by	 now.	 	 Here	 is	 a	 recipe	
for	a	wonderful	salsa	for	fish,	chick-

Eileen Kleinschmidt

en,	 cottage	 cheese	 or	 whatever	 you	
are	eating.		You	can	use	cantaloupe,	
watermelon	or	even	mangos.

Fruit Salsa
3/4 cups coarsely chopped 

melon
1/4 cup finely chopped red 

onion
2 tbsp. chopped fresh cilantro
4 tsp. olive oil
1 tbsp. fresh lime juice
1 tsp. minced seeded jalap-

eno chili

Mix ingredients and season with 
salt and pepper to taste.  The flavor 
improves with age so you might 
want to make this the night before 
and refrigerate.

Cooking hint of the month:
	 To	 keep	 your	 pesto	 bright	
green,	 try	 blanching	 your	 basil	 for	
30	seconds	in	boiling	water	and	im-
mediately	 place	 in	 ice	 water	 before	
drying.	 	Add	4	teaspoons	of	 lemon	
juice	 per	 2	 cups	 of	 packed	 basil.		
Lemon	juice	lends	a	pleasant	acidity	
to	pesto.

Did you know.....?
	 Nearly	a	third	of	the	people	who	
live	in	the	South	Central	states---in-
cluding	 Texas,	 Louisiana,	 Arkansas	
and	 Oklahoma---prefer	 watermel-
ons	with	seeds,	compared	with	only	

about	 10	 percent	 in	 other	 parts	 of	
the	 country.	 	 Oddly	 enough,	 these	
folks	aren’t	choosing	the	seeded	ver-
sion	because	of	 the	price:	 	Seedless	
watermelons	cost	about	the	same	as	
seeded	 in	 markets	 across	 the	 coun-
try.	 	 (Gleaned	from	Food	Network	
Magazine)

Next month:
	 Get	 ready	 for	 Fall	
(Whaaaaat????	 	 Please	 say	 it	 isn’t	
so!)	 	Recipes	to	include	fall	fruits--
-apples,	 pears	 and	 fall	 veggies.	 	 See	
you	back	in	my	kitchen!

There are two means of refuge from 
the miseries of life:  music and cats.     
 -Albert Schweitzer

	 You	may	contact	Eileen	Klein-
schmidt	at	heyeileen@gmail.com
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Never Ever Shake A 
Banjo
 Her face was a study in sadness 
and torment. 
 “I didn’t practice at all this 
week” she whispered, hanging her 
head. 
 Her name was Charlotte and 
she had signed up two months ago 
for banjo lessons, but was having 
difficulties. 
 I put on my best happy face 
and patted her shoulder. 
 “Oh, that’s OK,” I assured her. 
“We all have a hard time schedul-
ing practice. The trick is to keep try-
ing!”
 She looked up at me with sad 
Bassett Hound eyes and shook her 
head.
 “I don’t know. I think maybe I 
just don’t have the talent. Maybe it’s 
best I just quit.”
She was truly reveling in self pity, 
and it took every ounce of my will 
to keep smiling. 
 Charlotte was a single mom 
and schoolteacher in her fifties, one 
of my many students who decided 
to learn music later in life. And 
although I loved these “adult” stu-
dents because they gave me a break 

from the feral youngsters I taught, 
they were challenging in their own 
way. Mostly just because they were 
so hard on themselves!
 “You’re doing great,” I en-
thused. “I promise!”
 Charlotte winced. “No I’m not. 
I haven’t practiced at all...”
 “Well, the secret is to let go of 
our expectations and allow ourselves 
to experience failure,” I said, feeling 
suddenly like Dr Phil.
 She stared into space, uncon-
vinced. 
 I charged on. “Did you know 
that Thomas Edison said our great-
est failure is just giving up? We just 
have to keep trying and eventually 
we’ll get better!’
 Suddenly, Charlotte looked 
panicked and put her banjo down. 
“I’m sorry...” She croaked. “I think 
I’m having a hot flash!” 
 She began trying to fan herself, 
flapping her arms like a large flight-
less bird.
 “Um.....urgh...” I offered, 
scooting back to give her room.
 “It usually passes in a few min-
utes,” she panted, continuing to flap 
and turning beet red.
 “OK, oh my,” I said, feeling 

completely out of my area of exper-
tise. 
 “I’m sorry, I just get....I just....” 
Her voice cracked and she sunk her 
head into her hands. “I just get emo-
tional when these hot flashes hap-
pen.”
 “It’s OK, don’t worry!” I said, 
but I wasn’t helping.
 She began to sob. “I just don’t 
think I can do this! Every time I’ve 
tried to learn music I’ve failed!”
 Then it hit me. Oh my God, I 
thought. Maybe I helped caused her 
hot flash! What should I do? Like an 
ER doctor reacting to the sight of 
blood, I sprang into action. 
 “Here, I’ll make it cooler in 
here!” I barked, turning the AC 
down. “And don’t be embarrassed; I 
teach bluegrass so I see this a lot!”
 But she was oblivious to me, 
rocking back and forth and mum-
bling. 
 It took another 20 minutes to 
talk her down, but eventually she 
regained her senses and we resumed 
our lesson.
 We had been working on the 
fiddle tune Blackberry Blossom, and 
she had gotten to the point where 
she could wobble through the song 

at half speed. 
The problem 
was whenever I 
looked at her she 
would fall apart. 
And it wasn’t 
pretty. See, she 
also had a bit of 
an anger issue. 
I’ll never forget 
the first time I 
heard her swear 
when she made 
a mistake. I’ve 
heard my share 
of colorful lan-
guage, but Char-
lotte was in a 
whole different 
league. For her 
cursing wasn’t 
just an expres-
sion of frustra-
tion. It was a 
primal phenom-
enon, erupting 
like a volcano 

and destroying everything in its 
path. 
 She was in her third attempt at 
Blackberry Blossom when I made 
the mistake of glancing her way, and 
she lost it.
 Twang!!
 “Uuuuuuuggghhhhhhh, “ She 
gurgled. “I just caaaaaaaan’t get it!”
 I opened my mouth to offer 
support, but never had a chance. 
The torrent of curses slammed into 
me like a category 12 hurricane.
 “God***-piece-of-sh**-moth-
er-f*****-son-of-a-b****-sh**-sh**-
SH**!!” She roared, clenching her 
fists and turning beet red again.
 I inched away slowly on my 
roller chair. She let out a huge 
breath, flapping her lips like a bal-
loon. 
 “Ok, ok, I got this.” She rasped. 
“I know this song. I GOT THIS!”
 I nodded rapidly, and she be-
gan the song again, a look of terrible 
concentration on her face.
 Plunk, plunkity plunk, plunk, 
plunk-plunk-plunk....
 And then...”Aaaaaaawwwwrrr
rrrraaaaagh!!!” She screamed, send-
ing me cowering into the corner. 
She was crumpling her hair in her 
fists, making noises like a mortally 
wounded animal.
 “Charlotte, um, Charlotte...it’s 
OK, OK?” I whispered.
 “FORGET IT. THAT’S IT. 
I’LL NEVER GET THIS D*MN 
THING. I’M DONE!”
 I peered out from behind my 
chair. I didn’t want her to know, but 
I was thoroughly traumatized by 
now, and wanted only to survive the 
rest of the lesson. She blew out an-
other long breath and began again.
 Plunk, plunkity plunk, plunk, 
plink-plunk-plink....
 I cracked a cautious smile. She 
was going to make it this time! No 
such luck.
 THUD, TWANG.
 “F***********!!!” She bellowed, 
jumping up struggling to tear the 
banjo off of her body.
 I watched in horror and she 
wrestled out of the strap, and then 
proceeded to hold the banjo at arm’s 
length and shake it violently. Oh 
my god, I whispered, she’s shaking 

it like a baby! 
 “Charlotte, Charlotte, please 
calm down, you’re hurting your 
banjo!” I pleaded, but she was obliv-
ious. 
 The banjo was a blur as she 
continued to shake it violently. Her 
clip-on tuner flew off, followed by 
a capo. I took cover behind a drum 
kit. Suddenly she came to her senses 
and sank into her chair, her face 
white as a sheet.
 “I’m sorry Sid, I didn’t mean 
that. I’m just having trouble with 
that song,” she whimpered, caress-
ing her banjo remorsefully. 
 “Hey no problem, we all have 
trouble with that song!” I lied.
 “Can we go through it one 
more time?” She asked sweetly.
 “Sure! He we go...one, two, 
three, four...”
 As we struggled through the 
song again and my adrenaline faded, 
I tried to erase the image of her shak-
ing the banjo. Yes, I thought, this is 
where I’m going to have to draw the 
line. Never, ever, shake a banjo.!

After teaching music for over 
20 years, I can say with ab-
solute confidence that every-
body has issues with learn-
ing to play. So remember to 
breath, stay calm, and resist 
the urge to scream or throw 
things. The last thing you 
want is to scare your music 
teacher away! 

MUSICAL

‘

®

Siminoff Luthierie Camp features 
fast-paced 2- and 5-day programs 
at our shop and training facility in 
California’s Central Coast region. 

PO Box 2992, Atascadero, CA 93423
805.365.7111 • siminoff@siminoff.net

The content has been meticulously geared for beginning and advanced 
luthiers, and teaches the various phases of constructing acoustic string 
instruments. At the end of the F5 or H5 program, each student has a com-
pletely assembled instrument ready for binding, fretting, and finishing.

To see a 5-minute movie about our Camps 
or learn more please visit www.siminoff.net  
and click on the Luthierie Camp box.

Questions? Please call our Camp Director, 
Kali Nowakowski, at 805.365.7111 or email 
her at kali@siminoff.net.
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CBA Calendar of Upcoming Music Events

Continued from B-14

the 4th Sunday of every month 

from 1-4 pm at the Thermalito 

Grange, Thermalito, CA.  For 

information, call 530-589-

4844.

•Various locations – Pickin’ 

Potlucks and Jams on the 

2nd Sunday of each month in 

Alameda and Contra Costa 

Counties.  Potluck from noon 

to 5 pm along with jam session.  

The jams will be held in various 

private homes in Oakland, 

Berkeley and El Cerito.  For 

information and exact location, 

email Metronome7@aol.com 

or visit h
ttp://www.pickinpot-

lucks.com/

MONDAY

•Alameda – Bluegrass Jam every 

Monday at McGrath’s Iris
h Pub 

on the corner of Lincoln and 

Stanton in Alameda, CA.  For 

information, contact Darby 

Brandli at 510-533-2792 or 

email darbyandbruno@com-

cast.net.

•Oakland – Bluegrass Jam at 8 

pm every Monday beginning 

at 6 pm at the Baja Taqueria, 

4070 Piedmont Ave. (near 41st 

Street), O
akland, CA.  For 

information, call Joe Howton 

at 510-547-2252 or email 

TRman2323@aol.com.

•Palo Alto – Old Time Jam ses-

sion, 7 to 10 pm on the first 

and third Monday of every 

month at Fandango Pizza, 

3163 Middlefield Road, Palo 

Alto, CA.  For information, 

call 650-328-0853 or email 

akatiff@sbsglobal.net,

•San Diego  -- O
pen Mic and 

Jam from 6 to 9 pm on the 

4th Monday of every month at 

Godfather's Pizza, 5583 Cla-

remont Mesa Blvd, San Diego, 

CA.  For information, email 

Mike Tatar at staghorn2@cox.

net.

•Signal Hill – Bluegrass Jam 

Session every Monday from 7 

to 10 pm at Curley’s, 1999 E. 

Willow St., Signal Hill, C
A.  

For information, call 562-424-

0018.

TUESDAY

•Berkeley – Bluegrass jam session 

every Tuesday from 7:30 to 

9:30 at the 5th String Music 

Store, 3051 Adaline St., Berke-

ley, CA. The jam is hosted by 

Jacob Groopman of the Don-

ner Mountain Bluegrass Band 

and is open to all skill levels 

and is given in an instructional 

environment.  For information, 

email jgroopman@gmail.com.

•Berkeley -- O
ld-Time Sing Along 

jam from 7:30 - 9:30 pm with 

occasional performances by 

local bands, at Spud's Pizza, 

3290 Adeline (at the corner of 

Alcatraz), B
erkeley, CA.  For 

information, email Larry White 

at laurence.white@gmail.com,

•Dublin – Bluegrass Jam on the 

2nd and 4th Tuesday of every 

month at Dublin Heritage 

Center, 6600 Donlon Way, 

Dublin, CA.  For information, 

call 925-803-4128.

•Escondido – Bluegrass Jam every 

Tuesday from 7 to 10 pm at 

the Round Table Pizza, Ash 

and Washington Streets, Escon-

dido, CA.

•Granada Hills –
 Band perfor-

mance and Bluegrass Jam from 

7 to 10 pm on the 3rd Tuesday 

of every month at Baker's 

Square, 17921 Chatsworth 

Street (at Zelzah) in Granada 

Hills, C
A.  Sponsored by 

the Bluegrass Association of 

Southern California (BASC).  

For information, call 818-700-

8288 or 818-366-7258.

•Loomis – Bluegrass Jam from 6 

to 9 pm every Tuesday evening 

at the Wild Chicken Coffee 

House, Horseshoe Bar & Tay-

lor Rd, Loomis, C
A.  For infor-

mation, call 916-276-1899.

•Palo Alto -- C
eltic Slow Jam 

session from 7 to 9:45 pm 

every Tuesday at Fandango 

Pizza, 3163 Middlefield Road, 

Palo Alto, CA. Hosted by Pete 

Showman.  For information, 

call 408-255-0297.

• San Diego – Bluegrass Jams, 

bands and open mic hap-

pening on the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 

and 4th Tuesday evenings of 

each month. 2nd Tuesday 

– Fuddruckers at Grossmont 

Shopping Center, in La Mesa; 

3rd Tuesday at Fuddruck-

ers on Third Street in Chula 

Vista; and 4th Tuesday at Boll 

Weevils on MiraMesa Blvd 

in San Diego.  2nd and 3rd 

Tuesdays are open mic and 

jams, and 4th Tuesday includes 

a featured band.  Come hungry 

as we get a donation from each 

item sold there.  Just tell them 

you are with the bluegrass club. 

For more information, contact 

Mike Tatar at staghorn@cox.

net.

•Truckee – Bluegrass slo
w jam 

on the 1st Tuesday of every 

month, 6 pm at Between the 

Notes Music Store, Truckee, 

CA.  For information, call Matt 

Milan, 916-276-1899.

WEDNESDAY

•Ben Lomond -- In
termedi-

ate Pickers Jam, 8 pm until 

closing at Henflings Tavern, 

9450 Highway 9, Ben Lo-

mond, CA.  For information, 

call Jered at 831-335-1642 or 

831-336-8811, email jered@

weber-hayes.com or visit w
ww.

henflings.com

•Chico – Bluegrass Jam from 7-9 

pm at A Bean Scene Coffee-

house & Gallery, 1387 E. 8th 

Street, Chico, Ca.  Jam is open 

to all intermediate to advanced 

players.  F
or information, 

call 530-898-9474 or 530-

342-7998, email novakd42@

aol.com or visit w
ww.bfms.

freeservers.com

•Lompoc – Bluegrass Jam from 

7 to 9 pm on the second and 

fourth Wednesday of ever 

month at Southside Cof-

fee Co., 105 South "H" St., 

Lompoc, CA.  For more 

information, call Bill at (805) 

736-8241

•Morgan Hill – Bluegrass Jam 

from 6 to 10 pm on the 1st, 

3rd and 5th Wednesday of ev-

ery month at El Toro Brew Pub 

on the NW corner of Monterey 

and Main Streets in Morgan 

Hill, C
A.  For information, call 

the pub at 408-782-2739 or 

email Dick Simunic at jrsim
u-

nic@hotmail.com.

•Palo Alto – Bluegrass Jam from 

7-10 pm every Wednesday at 

Fandango Pizza, 3163 Middle-

field Road (corner of Loma 

Verde), Palo Alto, CA.  Sign on 

building also says Pommard’s 

Café.  For information, call 

650-494-2928 or visit w
ww.

TheBluegrass.com.

•Placerville – Bluegrass Jam on 

the 2nd Wednesday of every 

month from 7-10 pm at Hid-

den Passage Books, 352 Main 

St, Placerville, CA.  For infor-

mation, call 530-622-4540 or 

530-626-8751.

•San Francisco – Bluegrass and 

Country Jam on the 1st 

Wednesday of every month 

at the Plough and Stars, 116 

Clement St. (between 2nd & 

3rd Ave.), San Francisco, CA.  

For information, contact Jeanie 

or Chuck Poling at 415-751-

1122.

•Santa Rosa – Old-Time and 

Bluegrass jam on the last 

Wednesday of every month 

at The Black Rose Pub, 2074 

Armory Drive, Santa Rosa, CA.  

For more information, call 

Don Coffin at 707-995-0658 

or Ricky Rakin at 707-824-

9376.

THURSDAY

•Berkeley -- Bluegrass Jam session 

at the 5th String Music Store, 

3051 Adeline Street, Berkeley, 

CA.  For information, call Tim 

Hicks at 510-548-8282 or visit 

http://www.5thStringBerkeley.

com
•Chico – CBA Bluegrass Jam from 

6 to 10 pm on the 2nd Thurs-

day of every month at Augie’s 

Café, 230 Salem Street, Chico, 

CA. For more information, call 

530-828-4676.

•Corte Madera -- M
arin Blue-

grass Jam on the 1st and 3rd 

Thursday of every month from 

7:30 to 10 pm at the Marin 

Lutheran Church, 649 Mead-

owsweet, Corte Madera, CA.  

For information, visit w
ww.

carltonemusic.com

•Los Angeles – Old Time Jam ses-

sion 9 pm to 12 am at the Hy-

perion Tavern, 1941 Hyperion 

Ave., Los Angeles on the 3rd 

Thursday of every month. Free 

admission. For information, 

contact Ben Guzman via email 

at ben@triplechickenfoot.com 

or visit w
ww.myspace.com/tri-

plechickenfoot.

•Morgan Hill – South County 

Bluegrass Jam on the 2nd & 

4th Thursday of each month 

at The Buzz Stop, 17400-1B 

Monterey Road, Morgan Hill, 

CA.  Open jam from 6-10 pm. 

For information, call 408-892-

9157 or email Duane Camp-

bell at dicampbell339@yahoo.

com.

•Napa – Bluegrass and Fiddle Jam 

session every Thursday night 

from 7 to 10 pm in Napa.  For 

information and location, call 

Pat Calhoun at 707- 255-4936.

•Sacramento – Bluegrass jam ses-

sion every Thursday from 7 to 

10 pm at The Fifth String Mu-

sic Store, Alhambra & Streets, 

Sacramento, CA.  For informa-

tion, call 916-442-8282.

•Sacramento – Bluegrass Slow Jam 

from 7 - 10 pm most Th
urs-

days at various Sacramento area 

homes.  Call John at 916-990-

0719 for dates and location.

New pickers welcome.

•Sacramento – Bluegrass Jam 

session the 3rd Thursday of 

every month beginning at 7 

pm at Café Refugio Coffee-

house, 1901 Del Paso Blvd., 

Sacramento.  For information, 

contact Matthew Coleman at 

matthewcoleman999@hotmail.

com.

•San Francisco – Bluegrass and 

Old-time music jam on the 4th 

Thursday of every month at the 

Atlas Café, 3049 20th Street at 

Alabama, San Francisco, CA.

•Ventura -- Bluegrass Jam from 

6 to 9:30 pm on the 2nd and 

4th Thursday of every month 

at Zoey's Cafe, 451 E. Main 

Street in Ventura, CA.  All 

skills w
elcome.  For informa-

tion, contact Gene Rubin 

at 805- 658-8311 or email 

gene@generubinaudio.com or 

visit h
ttp://home.earthlink.

net/~generubinaudio/index.

html.

FRIDAY

• Copperopolis – Bluegrass Jam 

session 7 pm on the first and 

third Friday of every month at 

the Old Corner Saloon, 574 

Main Street, Copperopolis, C
a.  

Open to acoustic instruments 

only no drums.  For more 

information, call Mike at (209) 

785-3047.

•Sonora – Bluegrass Jam starting 

at 7 pm on the 2nd and 4th 

Friday of every month at the 

Old Stan, 177 S. Washing-

ton Street, Sonora,CA.  For 

information, email mandobil@

bigvalley.net.

SATURDAY

•Clovis – Bluegrass Jam session 7 

to 11 pm on the 1st and 3rd 

Saturday of every month at the 

Clovis Senior Center, 850 4th 

street, Clovis, C
A.  Th

ere is a 

$1 fee to cover the cost of the 

rental of the hall.  Sponsored 

by the Kings River Bluegrass 

Association. For information, 

contact Gerald L. (Jerry) John-

ston at 559-225-6016; email 

tophawker@yahoo.com or visit 

http://www.KRBLUE.NET.

•Fremont – Bluegrass Jam Session 

on the 1st and 3rd Saturday of 

every month at Mission Pizza 

and Pub, 1572 Washington 

Blvd., Fremont, CA.  For infor-

mation, call 510-651-6858 or 

visit w
ww.missionpizza.com.

•Fresno – Old time fiddle jam 

and dance from 7 – 10 pm 

every Saturday of each month 

at the Senior Citizens Village, 

1917 Chestnut Ave., Fresno, 

CA.  Sponsored by CSOTFA 

Distric
t 2.  For information, 

contact Lynda Emanuels at 

559-924-1766 or email se-

manuels@comcast.net.

•Kingsburg – Bluegrass and Coun-

try jam session and potluck 

from 6-10 pm on the 2nd and 

4th Saturday of every month at 

1450 Ellis S
t., Kingsburg, CA.  

For information, contact Bud 

Cartwright at 559-582-9155 or 

559-582-7680, or email Bud-

Cartwright@comcast.net.

•Long Beach – Jam Session from 

1-6 pm at Fendi's Cafe, 539 E 

Bixby Road, Long Beach, CA.  

For information, call 562-984-

8187.

•Marysville – Regular jam ses-

sion from 3-6 pm on the 1st 

Saturday of every month at 

the Brick Coffee House Cafe, 

Marysville, CA.  For informa-

tion, call -530-743-0413 or 

530 701-5090.

•Redwood City -- Bluegrass Jam, 

noon to 3 pm on the 3rd Satur-

day of every month at Bob's 

Court House Coffee Shop and 

Restaurant, 2198 Broadway, 

Redwood City, C
A. Jennifer 

Kitchen facilitates the Jam and 

her Band "Kitchen Help" may 

be on-hand to add spice to the 

monthly event.  For more in-

formation, call 650-780-0593.

•Sebastopol – CBA Jam Ses-

sion every Saturday from 2 

to 5 pm at Catz Roastery, 

6761 Sebastopol Avenue in 

Sebastopol, CA.  (1st & 2nd 

Saturday – Old-time, bluegrass, 

old-country and more; 3rd 

Saturday – standard Bluegrass 

and last Saturday – pickers 

choice.)  For information, call 

707- 829-6600.

•Squaw Valley – Open Jam and 

Potluck, 5-9 pm on the last 

Saturday of every month at 

the Bear Mountain Library, 

30733 E. Kings Canyon Road 

(Highway 180), Squaw Valley, 

CA.  For information, contact 

Nancy or Henry Zuniga at 

559-338-0026 or 559-476-

0446.

Attention bands, promoters, ven-

ues – if you would like to have 

your performances, 
concerts, 

festivals or jam sessions list
ed in 

Bluegrass Breakdown and on the 

CBA website, please send your 

information to CBA Calendar 

Editor Suzanne Denison at bgs-

breakdown@volcano.net.

Feeling 

helpful?

Contact Rosanna:

rosanna@

youngconstruction.

com

Volunteer!

The Bluegrass Breakdown is one of the 
premiums of membership in the 

California Bluegrass Association. 
You can also receive this 

newsletter in pdf form at our website: 
www.cbaontheweb.org 
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CALIFORNIA  LUTHIERS

Your business would greatly benefiit by having the patronage of the 
California Bluegrass Association's members. Please advertise with us, here in the 

Bluegrass Breakdown monthly or on our very popular web site, cbaontheweb.org.

	 I	just	want	to	say	how	much	I	enjoyed	the	
FDBF	 this	 year.	 Circumstances	 allowed	 my	
husband	 and	 I	 to	 attend	 this	 year	 after	 many	
years	 absence.	 Thursday	 ( June	 13,	 2013)	 was	
our	25th	wedding	anniversary.	To	say	the	least,	
it	was	a	great	experience	to	spend	it	at	the	Festi-
val,	enjoying	all	the	good	music	and	food	(oops-	gained	back	1	3/4	pounds)	and	the	camaraderie.
	 I	have	always	been	aware	that	the	Festival	could	not	occur	without	all	the	volunteers.	But	until	
I	actually	worked	it	this	year,	I	was	not	aware	of	how	many	of	us	it	took	to	produce	it.	And	it	was	an	
honor	to	be	able	to	volunteer	this	year	and	be	part	of	what	it	takes	to	make	it	happen.
	 While	all	the	volunteers	and	coordinators	I	worked	with	were	enthusiastic	and	happy	to	help,	
there	was	one	that	stood	out:	Mike	McGar.	Mike	was	very	efficient	and	knowledgeable	in	his	“	su-
pervisory”	capacity.	But	he	was	also	very	friendly	and	patient	with	everyone	(volunteers,	campers,	
performers,	etc.)	He	is	definitely	an	asset	to	the	festival.	
	 Thanks	to	y’all	for	allowing	me	to	volunteer.	I	hope	to	be	able	to	attend	again	next	year.

- Desiree Dawn Forde-Silva
  (and Vernon Silva)
  #7271

Letters! We get letters!
high	pitch.
	 But	what	made	the	most	truly	impres-
sive	 element	 was	 the	 smooth	 flow	 of	 the	
music	 from	 Thursday	 morning	 till	 Sun-
day!!	 	It	 is	hard	to	take	a	break	and	leave	
one’s	seat	without	missing	great	melodies!
	 Della	 May	 was	 one	 of	 the	 great	 sur-
prises	 of	 the	 event.	 	 These	 women	 will	
make	a	major	dent	in	the	Bluegrass	world.		
Their	spirit	and	rhythm	was	phenomenal.	
It	turns	out	that	some	of	the	new	groups	
coming	our	way,	such	as	Little	Black	Train	
and	Earl	White,	have	discovered	the	pow-
er	of	Grass	Valley.		We	have	become	a	pre-
mier	 Bluegrass	 Festival	 nationwide.	 	 The	
many	 tributes	 to	 CBA	 leaders,	 like	 Carl	
Pagter	and	Rhymes	was	long	overdue.		We	
can	 all	 look	 forward	 to	 another	 year	 of	
Bluegrass	 and	 to	 praise	 the	 enormous	 ef-
fort	 and	 sacrifice	 it	 takes	 to	 develop	 and	
maintain	a	successful	musical	event.

- Sal Compagno
   #237

Dear	editor,
	 Here	are	my	thoughts	and	reactions	
to	the	38th	Festival:
	 Each	 year	 the	 CBA	 comes	 through	
with	 another	 successful	 and	 outstanding	
program	 for	 the	 Fathers’	 Day	 weekend	
event.	 	The	38th	can	be	claimed	to	have	
some	 unforgettable	 and	 brilliant	 selec-
tions	 for	 an	 appreciative	 audience.	 Of	
course,	 Rhone	 Vincent	 was	 a	 significant	
highlight	and	seeing	and	hearing	her	three	
times	was	barely	enough.		Others	equally	
impressive	such	as	Melvin	Goins,	Special	
Concensus	 and	 Larry	 Stephenson,	 Mi-
chael	Cleveland	–	to	just	to	suggest	a	few,	
kept	 the	energy	and	spirit	on	a	constant	

Longtime member’s 
thoughts on
Father’s Day 
Bluegrass Festival

Father’s Day 
Bluegrass Festival 
- special thanks
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CBA Calendar of Upcoming Music Events
BAND GIGS & CONCERTS
August
08/01/2013	 -	 Blue	 &	 Lonesome	

will	 play	 at	 Willowbrook	 Ale	
House,	 3600	 Petaluma	 Blvd	 N,	
Petaluma	 -	 For	 more	 informa-
tion,	call	(707)	775-4232.

08/01/2013	 -	 Country	 Casanovas	
will	play	at	Atlas	Cafe,	3049	20th	
Street	(at	Alabama)	San	Francis-
co,	San	Francisco,	CA	-	For	more	
information,	call	JimBo	Trout	at	
or	email	jimbotrout@gmail.com	
or	 visit	 http://www.atlascafe.
net.

08/01/2013	 -	 Sam	 Bush	 Band	 will	
play	at	Black	Oak	Casino,	19400	
Tuolumne	 Road	 North	 in	 the	
Willow	 Creek	 Lounge,	 Tu-
olumne	-	For	more	information,	
call	Al	O’Brien	at	877-747-8777	
or	 email	 aobrien@blackoakca-
sino.com	 or	 visit	 http://www.
blackoakcasino.com.

08/02/2013	 -	 John	 Reischman	
and	 the	 Jaybirds	 will	 play	 at	
John	 Anson	 Ford	 Amphithe-
atre,	 2580	 Cahuenga	 Blvd.East	
Hollywood,	 Ca.	 90068,	 Holly-
wood,	 Ca.	 90068	 -	 Bluegrass	 at	
the	 Ford	 featuring	 Laurie	 Lewis	
and	 the	 Right	 Hands	 and	 John	
Reischman	and	the	Jaybirds	For	
more	 information,	 call	 Harley	
Tarlitz	at	818-385-5918	or	email	
harley.tarlitz@newacttravel.com	
or	visit	www.fordtheatres.org.

08/02/2013	-	Mumbo	Gumbo	will	
play	 at	 Twisted	 Oak	 Winery,	
4280	Red	Hill	Rd	at	Hwy	4,	Val-
lecito,	 California	 (between	 An-
gels	 Camp	 and	 Murphys),	 Val-
lecito	 -	 For	 more	 information,	
call	Jeff	Stai	or	Maria	Camillo	at	
209-736-9080	 or	 email	 maria@
twistedoak.com	 or	 visit	 http://
www.twistedoak.com/product/
Peter-Rowan-Bluegrass-Band-.

08/02/2013	 -	 Sagebrush	 will	 play	
at	 Clovis	 Veteran’s	 Memorial	
Square,	 901	 Fifth	 St	 Park	 is	 lo-
cated	 between	 the	 San	 Joaquin	
College	 of	 Law	 and	 the	 Clovis	
Veteran’s	 Memorial	 Building	
near	 Fifth	 and	 Hughes,	 Clovis	 -	
Free	concerts	every	Friday	night	
through	 the	 summer,	 bring	 a	
blanket,	 chair	 and	 a	 picnic	 sup-
per	along	with	 friends	and	 fam-
ily	of	all	ages	for	a	fun	time.	For	
more	information,	call	.

08/03/2013	 -	 Andre	 Thierry	 &	
Zydeco	 Magic	 will	 play	 at	 The	
Osher	 Marin	 JCC,	 200	 N	 San	
Pedro	Rd.	San	Rafael,	Ca	Ample	
FREE	 Parking	 1/4	 mi	 E	 off	 the	
101,	 San	 Rafael	 -	 The	 Kanbar	
Center	at	the	Osher	Marin	JCC	
announces	 the	 2013	 Summer	
Nights	 Outdoor	 Music	 Festival	
Five	 Saturday	 Nights	 of	 Multi-
cultural	Musical	Experiences	For	
5	 Summer	 Saturday	 nights	 in	 a	
row,	 dinners,	 cocktails,	 picnics,	
dancing,	art	projects,	an	For	more	
information,	 call	 Linda	 Bolt	 at	
415-444-8000	 or	 email	 lbolt@
marinjcc.org	or	visit	www.marin-
jcc.org/summernights.

08/03/2013	 -	 California	 Honey-
drops	will	play	at	Boathouse	Con-
certs,	3051	Adeline	St.,	Berkeley	
-	Attendance	by	reservation	only	
and	 (over	 18	 only).	 Guests	 are	

asked	to	bring	a	dessert,	savor	or	
beverage	 to	 share	 and	 there	 is	 a	
barrel	 by	 the	 door	 for	 the	 Food	
Bank	For	more	information,	call	
or	 email	 boatwork@aol.com	 or	
visit	http://www.boathousecon-
certs.com.

08/03/2013	 -	 Craig	 Ventresco	 &	
Meredith	 Axelrod	 will	 play	 at	
Atlas	Cafe,	3049	20th	Street	(at	
Alabama)	 San	 Francisco,	 San	
Francisco,	CA	-	For	more	infor-
mation,	call	JimBo	Trout	at	415-
648-1047	or	email	jimbotrout@
gmail.com	 or	 visit	 http://www.
atlascafe.net.

08/03/2013	 -	 Dusty	 Shoes	 Gospel	
Band	 will	 play	 at	 Station	 Grill,	
170	W	Grand	Ave,	Grover	Beach	
-	 For	 more	 information,	 call	
(805)	 489-3030	 or	 visit	 http://
dustyshoesbluegrassgospelband.
org/.

08/03/2013	 -	 Savannah	 Blu	 will	
play	at	The	Sand	Dollar	Restau-
rant,	 3458	 Shoreline	 Highway,	
Stinson	 Beach	 -	 Show	 at	 noon	
For	more	 information,	call	415-
868-0434	 or	 visit	 http://www.
strinsonbeachrestaurant.com.

08/04/2013	 -	 The	 Fruit	 Jar	 Pick-
ers	 will	 play	 at	 Rough	 &	 Ready	
Grange	 Hall,	 Rough	 &	 Ready	
Highway	 about	 five	 miles	 west	
of	Grass	Valley,	Rough	&	Ready	
-	For	more	information,	call	530-
272-4320	or	visit	www.roughan-
dreadychamber.com.

08/05/2013	 -	 Front	 Country	 will	
play	 at	 Amnesia,	 853	 Valencia	
St,	between	19th	and	20th,	San	
Francisco,	CA	-	For	more	infor-
mation,	 call	 415-970-0012	 or	
visit	http://amnesiathebar.com.

08/08/2013	 -	 Blue	 &	 Lonesome	
will	 play	 at	 Willowbrook	 Ale	
House,	 3600	 Petaluma	 Blvd	 N,	
Petaluma	 -	 For	 more	 informa-
tion,	call	(707)	775-4232.

08/08/2013	 -	 Kentucky	 Twisters	
will	play	at	Atlas	Cafe,	3049	20th	
Street	(at	Alabama)	San	Francis-
co,	San	Francisco,	CA	-	For	more	
information,	call	JimBo	Trout	at	
or	email	jimbotrout@gmail.com	
or	 visit	 http://www.atlascafe.
net.

08/09/2013	 -	 Emily	 Bonn	 &	 The	
Vivants	 will	 play	 at	 Slim’s,	 333	
11th	St,	San	Francisco,	CA	-	Fea-
turing	 the	 biggest,	 the	 baddest,	
the	 bestest!	 For	 more	 informa-
tion,	call	shelby	at	or	email	shelby	
or	 visit	 http://www.ShelbyAsh-
Presents.net.

08/10/2013	 -	 Andre	 Thierry	 &	
Zydeco	 Magic	 will	 play	 at	 The	
Osher	 Marin	 JCC,	 200	 N	 San	
Pedro	Rd.	San	Rafael,	Ca	Ample	
FREE	 Parking	 1/4	 mi	 E	 off	 the	
101,	 San	 Rafael	 -	 The	 Kanbar	
Center	at	the	Osher	Marin	JCC	
announces	 the	 2013	 Summer	
Nights	 Outdoor	 Music	 Festival	
Five	 Saturday	 Nights	 of	 Multi-
cultural	Musical	Experiences	For	
5	 Summer	 Saturday	 nights	 in	 a	
row,	 dinners,	 cocktails,	 picnics,	
dancing,	art	projects,	an	For	more	
information,	 call	 Linda	 Bolt	 at	
415-444-8000	 or	 email	 lbolt@
marinjcc.org	or	visit	www.marin-
jcc.org/summernights.

08/10/2013	 -	 Craig	 Ventresco	 &	

Meredith	 Axelrod	 will	 play	 at	
Atlas	Cafe,	3049	20th	Street	(at	
Alabama)	 San	 Francisco,	 San	
Francisco,	CA	-	For	more	infor-
mation,	call	JimBo	Trout	at	415-
648-1047	or	email	jimbotrout@
gmail.com	 or	 visit	 http://www.
atlascafe.net.

08/10/2013	 -	 Dusty	 Shoes	 Gospel	
Band	 will	 play	 at	 Station	 Grill,	
170	W	Grand	Ave,	Grover	Beach	
-	 For	 more	 information,	 call	
(805)	 489-3030	 or	 visit	 http://
dustyshoesbluegrassgospelband.
org/.

08/11/2013	-	Jimbo	Trout	and	The	
Fish	People	will	play	at	The	Sand	
Dollar	 Restaurant,	 3458	 Shore-
line	 Highway,	 Stinson	 Beach	 -	
Show	at	noon	For	more	informa-
tion,	 call	 415-868-0434	 or	 visit	
http://www.strinsonbeachres-
taurant.com.

08/11/2013	 -	 The	 Fruit	 Jar	 Pick-
ers	 will	 play	 at	 Rough	 &	 Ready	
Grange	 Hall,	 Rough	 &	 Ready	
Highway	 about	 five	 miles	 west	
of	Grass	Valley,	Rough	&	Ready	
-	For	more	information,	call	530-
272-4320	or	visit	www.roughan-
dreadychamber.com.

08/12/2013	 -	 Toshio	 Hirano	 will	
play	 at	 Amnesia,	 853	 Valencia	
St,	between	19th	and	20th,	San	
Francisco,	CA	-	For	more	infor-
mation,	 call	 415-970-0012	 or	
visit	http://amnesiathebar.com.

08/15/2013	 -	 Blue	 &	 Lonesome	
will	 play	 at	 Willowbrook	 Ale	
House,	 3600	 Petaluma	 Blvd	 N,	
Petaluma	 -	 For	 more	 informa-
tion,	call	(707)	775-4232.

08/15/2013	 -	 Frank	 Solivan	 and	
Dirty	Kitchen	will	play	at	Black	
Oak	 Casino,	 19400	 Tuolumne	
Road	North	in	the	Willow	Creek	
Lounge,	 Tuolumne	 -	 For	 more	
information,	 call	 Al	 O’Brien	
at	 877-747-8777	 or	 email	 ao-
brien@blackoakcasino.com	 or	
visit	 http://www.blackoakca-
sino.com.

08/15/2013	 -	 Kentucky	 Twisters	
will	play	at	Atlas	Cafe,	3049	20th	
Street	(at	Alabama)	San	Francis-
co,	San	Francisco,	CA	-	For	more	
information,	call	JimBo	Trout	at	
or	email	jimbotrout@gmail.com	
or	 visit	 http://www.atlascafe.
net.

08/16/2013	-	Mumbo	Gumbo	will	
play	 at	 Twisted	 Oak	 Winery,	
4280	Red	Hill	Rd	at	Hwy	4,	Val-
lecito,	 California	 (between	 An-
gels	 Camp	 and	 Murphys),	 Val-
lecito	 -	 For	 more	 information,	
call	Jeff	Stai	or	Maria	Camillo	at	
209-736-9080	 or	 email	 maria@
twistedoak.com	 or	 visit	 http://
www.twistedoak.com/product/
Peter-Rowan-Bluegrass-Band-.

08/16/2013	 -	 The	 Kings	 River	
Gospelaires	 will	 play	 at	 Clovis	
Veteran’s	 Memorial	 Square,	 901	
Fifth	St	Park	 is	 located	between	
the	San	Joaquin	College	of	Law	
and	 the	 Clovis	 Veteran’s	 Me-
morial	 Building	 near	 Fifth	 and	
Hughes,	 Clovis	 -	 Free	 concerts	
every	 Friday	 night	 through	 the	
summer,	 bring	 a	 blanket,	 chair	
and	 a	 picnic	 supper	 along	 with	
friends	and	family	of	all	ages	for	
a	 fun	 time.	 For	 more	 informa-

tion,	call	.
08/17/2013	 -	 Craig	 Ventresco	 &	

Meredith	 Axelrod	 will	 play	 at	
Atlas	Cafe,	3049	20th	Street	(at	
Alabama)	 San	 Francisco,	 San	
Francisco,	CA	-	For	more	infor-
mation,	call	JimBo	Trout	at	415-
648-1047	or	email	jimbotrout@
gmail.com	 or	 visit	 http://www.
atlascafe.net.

08/17/2013	 -	 Dusty	 Shoes	 Gospel	
Band	 will	 play	 at	 Station	 Grill,	
170	W	Grand	Ave,	Grover	Beach	
-	 For	 more	 information,	 call	
(805)	 489-3030	 or	 visit	 http://
dustyshoesbluegrassgospelband.
org/.

08/17/2013	-	Natural	Drift	will	play	
at	Hog	Wild	BBQ,	38	Main	St,	
Placerville	 -	 For	 more	 informa-
tion,	 call	 530-622-3883	 or	 visit	
www.hogwildbbqca.com.

08/17/2013	-	Old	Redwood	High-
way	will	play	at	Windsor	Library,	
9291	 Old	 Redwood	 Highway	
near	 the	 town	 green,	 Windsor	
-	 Traditional	 Bluegrass	 with	 a	
strong	gospel	harmony	influence	
For	 more	 information,	 call	 Bert	
Daniel	 at	 (707)	 431-8666	 or	
email	bikingman@juno.com.

08/18/2013	 -	 The	 Fruit	 Jar	 Pick-
ers	 will	 play	 at	 Rough	 &	 Ready	
Grange	 Hall,	 Rough	 &	 Ready	
Highway	 about	 five	 miles	 west	
of	Grass	Valley,	Rough	&	Ready	
-	For	more	information,	call	530-
272-4320	or	visit	www.roughan-
dreadychamber.com.

08/19/2013	-	Windy	Hill	will	play	
at	Amnesia,	853	Valencia	St,	be-
tween	19th	and	20th,	San	Fran-
cisco,	 CA	 -	 For	 more	 informa-
tion,	 call	 415-970-0012	 or	 visit	
http://amnesiathebar.com.

08/22/2013	 -	 Blue	 &	 Lonesome	
will	 play	 at	 Willowbrook	 Ale	
House,	 3600	 Petaluma	 Blvd	 N,	
Petaluma	 -	 For	 more	 informa-
tion,	call	(707)	775-4232.

08/22/2013	-	Jimbo	Trout	and	The	
Fish	 People	 will	 play	 at	 Atlas	
Cafe,	 3049	 20th	 Street	 (at	 Ala-
bama)	 San	 Francisco,	 San	 Fran-
cisco,	 CA	 -	 For	 more	 informa-
tion,	call	JimBo	Trout	at	or	email	
jimbotrout@gmail.com	 or	 visit	
http://www.atlascafe.net.

08/22/2013	-	The	Sweet	By	And	By	
will	play	at	Naked	Lounge	Cof-
feehouse,	 1111	 H	 Street,	 Sacra-
mento	 -	 For	 more	 information,	
call	 or	 visit	 http://www.naked-
coffee.net/musicvenue.html.

08/23/2013	 -	 GrassKickers	 will	
play	 at	 Clovis	 Veteran’s	 Memo-
rial	 Square,	 901	 Fifth	 St	 Park	 is	
located	between	the	San	Joaquin	
College	 of	 Law	 and	 the	 Clovis	
Veteran’s	 Memorial	 Building	
near	 Fifth	 and	 Hughes,	 Clovis	 -	
Free	concerts	every	Friday	night	
through	 the	 summer,	 bring	 a	
blanket,	 chair	 and	 a	 picnic	 sup-
per	along	with	 friends	and	 fam-
ily	of	all	ages	for	a	fun	time.	For	
more	information,	call	.

08/23/2013	 -	 Jean	 Butterfield	 will	
play	at	The	Pines	Resort	at	Bass	
Lake,	 Pines	 Village,	 about	 50	
miles	 NE	 of	 Fresno,and	 about	
8	 miles	 NE	 of	 Oakhurst.,	 Bass	
Lake	-	For	more	information,	call	
or	visit	www.thecraftfair.org.

08/24/2013	 -	 Canyon	 Johnson	
will	 play	 at	 Mission	 Pizza	 &	
Pub,	 1572	 Washington	 Blvd.,	
Fremont,	 CA	 Washington	 Blvd	
Exit	 Off	 680	 Between	 680	 and	
Paseo	 Padre	 Parkway,	 Fremont	
-	 Who	 doesn’t	 like	 great	 pizza,	
beer	 and	 bluegrass?	 Come	 on	
out	 and	 enjoy	 all	 three	 at	 once	
when	 Canyon	 Johnson	 plays	
the	Mission	Pizza	&	Pub	in	Fre-
mont.	We’re	very	happy	to	point	
out	that	this	is	the	third	in	a	se-
ries	of	appearances	for	us	at	this	
fi	For	more	information,	call	Phil	
Willis	at	510-651-6858	or	email	
info@missionpizza.com	 or	 visit	
http://www.missionpizza.com.

08/24/2013	 -	 Craig	 Ventresco	 &	
Meredith	 Axelrod	 will	 play	 at	
Atlas	Cafe,	3049	20th	Street	(at	
Alabama)	 San	 Francisco,	 San	
Francisco,	CA	-	For	more	infor-
mation,	call	JimBo	Trout	at	415-
648-1047	or	email	jimbotrout@
gmail.com	 or	 visit	 http://www.
atlascafe.net.

08/24/2013	 -	 Dusty	 Shoes	 Gospel	
Band	 will	 play	 at	 Station	 Grill,	
170	W	Grand	Ave,	Grover	Beach	
-	 For	 more	 information,	 call	
(805)	 489-3030	 or	 visit	 http://
dustyshoesbluegrassgospelband.
org/.

08/24/2013	-	Jimbo	Trout	and	The	
Fish	People	will	play	at	The	Sand	
Dollar	 Restaurant,	 3458	 Shore-
line	 Highway,	 Stinson	 Beach	 -	
Show	at	noon	For	more	informa-
tion,	 call	 415-868-0434	 or	 visit	
http://www.strinsonbeachres-
taurant.com.

08/25/2013	 -	 Dark	 Hollow	 will	
play	at	The	Sand	Dollar	Restau-
rant,	 3458	 Shoreline	 Highway,	
Stinson	 Beach	 -	 Show	 at	 noon	
For	more	 information,	call	415-
868-0434	 or	 visit	 http://www.
strinsonbeachrestaurant.com.

08/25/2013	 -	 The	 Fruit	 Jar	 Pick-
ers	 will	 play	 at	 Rough	 &	 Ready	
Grange	 Hall,	 Rough	 &	 Ready	
Highway	 about	 five	 miles	 west	
of	Grass	Valley,	Rough	&	Ready	
-	For	more	information,	call	530-
272-4320	or	visit	www.roughan-
dreadychamber.com.

08/26/2013	-	The	Earl	Brothers	will	
play	 at	 Amnesia,	 853	 Valencia	
St,	between	19th	and	20th,	San	
Francisco,	CA	-	For	more	infor-
mation,	 call	 415-970-0012	 or	
visit	http://amnesiathebar.com.

08/29/2013	 -	 Blue	 &	 Lonesome	
will	 play	 at	 Willowbrook	 Ale	
House,	 3600	 Petaluma	 Blvd	 N,	
Petaluma	 -	 For	 more	 informa-
tion,	call	(707)	775-4232.

08/29/2013	-	Jimbo	Trout	and	The	
Fish	 People	 will	 play	 at	 Atlas	
Cafe,	 3049	 20th	 Street	 (at	 Ala-
bama)	 San	 Francisco,	 San	 Fran-
cisco,	 CA	 -	 For	 more	 informa-
tion,	call	JimBo	Trout	at	or	email	
jimbotrout@gmail.com	 or	 visit	
http://www.atlascafe.net.

08/30/2013	 -	 Grass	 Less	 Trav-
eled	will	play	at	Clovis	Veteran’s	
Memorial	 Square,	 901	 Fifth	 St	
Park	 is	 located	between	the	San	
Joaquin	College	of	Law	and	the	
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Clovis	Veteran’s	Memorial	Build-
ing	near	Fifth	and	Hughes,	Clo-
vis	 -	 Free	 concerts	 every	 Friday	
night	through	the	summer,	bring	
a	blanket,	chair	and	a	picnic	sup-
per	along	with	 friends	and	 fam-
ily	of	all	ages	for	a	fun	time.	For	
more	information,	call	.

08/31/2013	 -	 Craig	 Ventresco	 &	
Meredith	 Axelrod	 will	 play	 at	
Atlas	Cafe,	3049	20th	Street	(at	
Alabama)	 San	 Francisco,	 San	
Francisco,	CA	-	For	more	infor-
mation,	call	JimBo	Trout	at	415-
648-1047	or	email	jimbotrout@
gmail.com	 or	 visit	 http://www.
atlascafe.net.

08/31/2013	 -	 Dusty	 Shoes	 Gospel	
Band	 will	 play	 at	 Station	 Grill,	
170	W	Grand	Ave,	Grover	Beach	
-	 For	 more	 information,	 call	
(805)	 489-3030	 or	 visit	 http://
dustyshoesbluegrassgospelband.
org/.

September
09/01/2013	 -	 Jimbo	 Trout	 and	

The	Fish	People	will	play	at	The	
Sand	 Dollar	 Restaurant,	 3458	
Shoreline	 Highway,	 Stinson	
Beach	-	Show	at	noon	For	more	
information,	call	415-868-0434	
or	 visit	 http://www.strinson-
beachrestaurant.com.

09/01/2013	 -	 The	 Fruit	 Jar	 Pick-
ers	will	play	at	Rough	&	Ready	
Grange	 Hall,	 Rough	 &	 Ready	
Highway	 about	 five	 miles	 west	
of	Grass	Valley,	Rough	&	Ready	
-	 For	 more	 information,	 call	
530-272-4320	 or	 visit	 www.
roughandreadychamber.com.

09/02/2013	 -	 Front	 Country	 will	
play	 at	 Amnesia,	 853	 Valencia	
St,	between	19th	and	20th,	San	
Francisco,	CA	-	For	more	infor-
mation,	 call	 415-970-0012	 or	
visit	http://amnesiathebar.com.

09/05/2013	 -	 Blue	 &	 Lonesome	
will	 play	 at	 Willowbrook	 Ale	
House,	3600	Petaluma	Blvd	N,	
Petaluma	 -	 For	 more	 informa-
tion,	call	(707)	775-4232.

09/06/2013	 -	 Baloney	 Creek	 will	
play	 at	 Clovis	 Veteran’s	 Memo-
rial	Square,	901	Fifth	St	Park	is	
located	between	the	San	Joaquin	
College	 of	 Law	 and	 the	 Clovis	
Veteran’s	 Memorial	 Building	
near	Fifth	and	Hughes,	Clovis	-	
Free	concerts	every	Friday	night	
through	 the	 summer,	 bring	 a	
blanket,	chair	and	a	picnic	sup-
per	along	with	friends	and	fam-
ily	of	all	ages	for	a	fun	time.	For	
more	information,	call	.

09/07/2013	 -	 Craig	 Ventresco	 &	
Meredith	 Axelrod	 will	 play	 at	
Atlas	Cafe,	3049	20th	Street	(at	
Alabama)	 San	 Francisco,	 San	
Francisco,	CA	-	For	more	infor-
mation,	call	JimBo	Trout	at	415-
648-1047	or	email	jimbotrout@
gmail.com	or	visit	http://www.
atlascafe.net.

09/07/2013	-	Dusty	Shoes	Gospel	
Band	 will	 play	 at	 Station	 Grill,	
170	 W	 Grand	 Ave,	 Grover	
Beach	 -	 For	 more	 information,	
call	 (805)	 489-3030	 or	 visit	
http://dustyshoesbluegrass-
gospelband.org/.

09/08/2013	 -	 Savannah	 Blu	 will	
play	at	The	Sand	Dollar	Restau-
rant,	 3458	 Shoreline	 Highway,	
Stinson	 Beach	 -	 Show	 at	 noon	
For	more	information,	call	415-
868-0434	 or	 visit	 http://www.
strinsonbeachrestaurant.com.

09/08/2013	 -	 The	 Fruit	 Jar	 Pick-
ers	will	play	at	Rough	&	Ready	
Grange	 Hall,	 Rough	 &	 Ready	
Highway	 about	 five	 miles	 west	
of	Grass	Valley,	Rough	&	Ready	
-	 For	 more	 information,	 call	
530-272-4320	 or	 visit	 www.
roughandreadychamber.com.

09/09/2013	 -	 Toshio	 Hirano	 will	
play	 at	 Amnesia,	 853	 Valencia	
St,	between	19th	and	20th,	San	
Francisco,	CA	-	For	more	infor-
mation,	 call	 415-970-0012	 or	
visit	http://amnesiathebar.com.

09/12/2013	 -	 Blue	 &	 Lonesome	
will	 play	 at	 Willowbrook	 Ale	
House,	3600	Petaluma	Blvd	N,	
Petaluma	 -	 For	 more	 informa-
tion,	call	(707)	775-4232.

09/14/2013	 -	 Craig	 Ventresco	 &	
Meredith	 Axelrod	 will	 play	 at	
Atlas	Cafe,	3049	20th	Street	(at	
Alabama)	 San	 Francisco,	 San	
Francisco,	CA	-	For	more	infor-
mation,	call	JimBo	Trout	at	415-
648-1047	or	email	jimbotrout@
gmail.com	or	visit	http://www.
atlascafe.net.

09/14/2013	-	Dusty	Shoes	Gospel	
Band	 will	 play	 at	 Station	 Grill,	
170	 W	 Grand	 Ave,	 Grover	
Beach	 -	 For	 more	 information,	
call	 (805)	 489-3030	 or	 visit	
http://dustyshoesbluegrass-
gospelband.org/.

09/15/2013	 -	 The	 Fruit	 Jar	 Pick-
ers	will	play	at	Rough	&	Ready	
Grange	 Hall,	 Rough	 &	 Ready	
Highway	 about	 five	 miles	 west	
of	Grass	Valley,	Rough	&	Ready	
-	 For	 more	 information,	 call	
530-272-4320	 or	 visit	 www.
roughandreadychamber.com.

09/16/2013	-	Windy	Hill	will	play	
at	Amnesia,	853	Valencia	St,	be-
tween	19th	and	20th,	San	Fran-
cisco,	 CA	 -	 For	 more	 informa-
tion,	call	415-970-0012	or	visit	
http://amnesiathebar.com.

09/19/2013	 -	 Blue	 &	 Lonesome	
will	 play	 at	 Willowbrook	 Ale	
House,	3600	Petaluma	Blvd	N,	
Petaluma	 -	 For	 more	 informa-
tion,	call	(707)	775-4232.

09/21/2013	 -	 Craig	 Ventresco	 &	
Meredith	 Axelrod	 will	 play	 at	
Atlas	Cafe,	3049	20th	Street	(at	
Alabama)	 San	 Francisco,	 San	
Francisco,	CA	-	For	more	infor-
mation,	call	JimBo	Trout	at	415-
648-1047	or	email	jimbotrout@
gmail.com	or	visit	http://www.
atlascafe.net.

09/21/2013	-	Dusty	Shoes	Gospel	
Band	 will	 play	 at	 Station	 Grill,	
170	 W	 Grand	 Ave,	 Grover	
Beach	 -	 For	 more	 information,	
call	 (805)	 489-3030	 or	 visit	
http://dustyshoesbluegrass-
gospelband.org/.

09/21/2013	 -	 Natural	 Drift	 will	
play	 at	 Hog	 Wild	 BBQ,	 38	
Main	 St,	 Placerville	 -	 For	 more	
information,	call	530-622-3883	
or	 visit	 www.hogwildbbqca.
com.

09/22/2013	 -	 The	 Fruit	 Jar	 Pick-

ers	will	play	at	Rough	&	Ready	
Grange	 Hall,	 Rough	 &	 Ready	
Highway	 about	 five	 miles	 west	
of	Grass	Valley,	Rough	&	Ready	
-	 For	 more	 information,	 call	
530-272-4320	 or	 visit	 www.
roughandreadychamber.com.

09/23/2013	 -	 The	 Earl	 Brothers	
will	play	at	Amnesia,	853	Valen-
cia	 St,	 between	 19th	 and	 20th,	
San	 Francisco,	 CA	 -	 For	 more	
information,	call	415-970-0012	
or	 visit	 http://amnesiathebar.
com.

09/26/2013	 -	 Blue	 &	 Lonesome	
will	 play	 at	 Willowbrook	 Ale	
House,	3600	Petaluma	Blvd	N,	
Petaluma	 -	 For	 more	 informa-
tion,	call	(707)	775-4232.

09/28/2013	 -	 Craig	 Ventresco	 &	
Meredith	 Axelrod	 will	 play	 at	
Atlas	Cafe,	3049	20th	Street	(at	
Alabama)	 San	 Francisco,	 San	
Francisco,	CA	-	For	more	infor-
mation,	call	JimBo	Trout	at	415-
648-1047	or	email	jimbotrout@
gmail.com	or	visit	http://www.
atlascafe.net.

09/28/2013	-	Dusty	Shoes	Gospel	
Band	 will	 play	 at	 Station	 Grill,	
170	 W	 Grand	 Ave,	 Grover	
Beach	 -	 For	 more	 information,	
call	 (805)	 489-3030	 or	 visit	
http://dustyshoesbluegrass-
gospelband.org/.

09/28/2013	 -	 Jimbo	 Trout	 and	
The	Fish	People	will	play	at	The	
Sand	 Dollar	 Restaurant,	 3458	
Shoreline	 Highway,	 Stinson	
Beach	-	Show	at	noon	For	more	
information,	call	415-868-0434	
or	 visit	 http://www.strinson-
beachrestaurant.com.

09/29/2013	 -	 Jimbo	 Trout	 and	
The	Fish	People	will	play	at	The	
Sand	 Dollar	 Restaurant,	 3458	
Shoreline	 Highway,	 Stinson	
Beach	-	Show	at	noon	For	more	
information,	call	415-868-0434	
or	 visit	 http://www.strinson-
beachrestaurant.com.

09/29/2013	 -	 The	 Fruit	 Jar	 Pick-
ers	will	play	at	Rough	&	Ready	
Grange	 Hall,	 Rough	 &	 Ready	
Highway	 about	 five	 miles	 west	
of	Grass	Valley,	Rough	&	Ready	
-	 For	 more	 information,	 call	
530-272-4320	 or	 visit	 www.
roughandreadychamber.com.

CAMPOUTS
08/22/2013	-	08/25/2013	Healds-

burg	 -	 Lake	 Sonoma,	 10	 min-
utes	west	of	Healdsburg	on	Dry	
Creek	 Road.	 Bring	 your	 family	
and	enjoy	lovely	Lake	Sonoma’s	
swimming	 areas	 and	 surround-
ing	 wineries,	 along	 with	 the	
great	 fun	 with	 the	 music.	 For	
more	 information	 or	 reserva-
tions,	 call	 Steve	 Goldfield	 at	
510-482-8970	 or	 email	 steve-
goldfield@yahoo.com	 or	 visit	
http://www.cbaontheweb.org/
ourevents.aspx.

10/14/2013	 -	 10/20/2013	 Isleton	
-	Lighthouse	Marina,	Resort	&	
Restaurant,	151	Brannan	Island	
Road	located	in	the	heart	of	the	
Delta	 Loop	 Recreation	 Area	
on	the	10-mile	scenic	drive	just	
north	of	Stockton	off	Interstate	
5.	For	more	information	or	res-
ervations,	 call	 or	 visit	 http://

lighthouseresortandmarina.
com/.

DANCES
08/10/2013	 -	 Chico	 -	 Chico	

Grange,	 2775	 Nord	 Ave	 off	 W	
East	 Avenue	 at	 Rodeo.	 Begin-
ner’s	 orientation	 at	 6:30pm,	
dance	 from	 7:00	 to	 10:00pm.	
Every	 2nd	 Saturday.	 All	 dances	
are	 taught	 in	 a	 walk-thru	 and	
then	called	to	music.	You	do	not	
have	to	bring	a	partner	with	you.	
Caller	Mark	Goodwin	For	more	
information,	call	Mark	or	Grace,	
or	 Joy	 at	 530-877-2930	 or	 530-
891-8789.

08/17/2013	 -	 Sonora	 -	 Aronos	
Club,	37	E	Elkin	Street	at	Stew-
art.	 Contra	 and	 traditional	
Square	 dancing	 as	 well	 as	 Irish	
Ceili	 Dancing	 in	 the	 Oldtime	
Country	 Barn	 Dance	 tradition.	
A	Caller	will	give	a	short	instruc-
tion	 before	 each	 dance	 and	 call	
the	dance	to	live	Oldtime	string-
band	 music.	 For	 more	 informa-
tion,	 call	 or	 visit	 http://square-
dancer8.wordpress.com/.

09/14/2013	 -	 Chico	 -	 Chico	
Grange,	 2775	 Nord	 Ave	 off	 W	
East	 Avenue	 at	 Rodeo.	 Begin-
ner’s	 orientation	 at	 6:30pm,	
dance	 from	 7:00	 to	 10:00pm.	
Every	 2nd	 Saturday.	 All	 dances	
are	 taught	 in	 a	 walk-thru	 and	
then	called	to	music.	You	do	not	
have	to	bring	a	partner	with	you.	
Caller	Mark	Goodwin	For	more	
information,	call	Mark	or	Grace,	
or	 Joy	 at	 530-877-2930	 or	 530-
891-8789.

09/21/2013	 -	 Sonora	 -	 Aronos	
Club,	37	E	Elkin	Street	at	Stew-
art.	 Contra	 and	 traditional	
Square	 dancing	 as	 well	 as	 Irish	
Ceili	 Dancing	 in	 the	 Oldtime	
Country	 Barn	 Dance	 tradition.	
A	Caller	will	give	a	short	instruc-
tion	 before	 each	 dance	 and	 call	
the	dance	to	live	Oldtime	string-
band	 music.	 For	 more	 informa-
tion,	 call	 or	 visit	 http://square-
dancer8.wordpress.com/.

WORKSHOPS & MUSIC 
CAMPS
10/11/2013	 -	 10/14/2013	 Petalu-

ma	-	Walker	Creek	Ranch,	1700	
Marshall-Petaluma	 Road,	 about	
14	 miles	 South	 West	 of	 Petalu-
ma,	and	14	miles	North	West	of	
Novato.	.	Fall	staff	is	now	online!	
For	more	information	or	reserva-
tions,	 call	 Ingrid	 Noyes	 at	 415-
663-1342	(after	9	a.m.	please)	or	
email	 info@walkercreekmusic-
camp.org	 or	 visit	 http://www.
walkercreekmusiccamp.org.

FESTIVALS
August 2013
08/16/2013	 -	 08/18/2013	 Reno	

-	Bower’s	Mansion,	Bowers	Man-
sion	 Hwy	 395	 between	 Reno	
and	Carson	City.	Bands	Include:	
Run	Boy	Run	For	more	informa-
tion,	 call	 Mike	 Parsley	 at	 775-
772-4263	 or	 email	 rvrinehart@
charter.net	or	visit	www.bowers-
bluegrassfestival.org.

08/30/2013	 -	 09/01/2013	 Berke-
ley	 -	 Albatross	 Pub,	 From	 Main	
Street(Hwy	 203)in	 Mammoth	

Lakes,	 turn	 right	 on	 Minaret	
Road	 -	 The	 Festival	 Gondola	 is	
on	 the	 left..	 Three	 days	 of	 Blue-
grass	 Music.	 Bands	 Include:	
High	 Country	 For	 more	 infor-
mation,	 call	 Dan	 Lehman	 at	
7606721140	 or	 email	 dan@
mammothbluegrassfestival.org	
or	 visit	 http://www.mammoth-
bgf.org.

08/31/2013	 -	 09/02/2013	 Mam-
moth	-	The	Village	at	Mammoth	
Plaza,	 100	 Canyon	 Blvd.	 Bands	
Include:	 Poor	 Man’s	 Whiskey	
For	 more	 information,	 call	 or	
email	info@mammothbluegrass-
festival.org	 or	 visit	 http://www.
mammothbgf.org/.

September 2013
09/13/2013	 -	 09/15/2013	 Co-

loma	-	El	Dorado	county	camp-
grounds,	American	River	Resort	
6019	New	River	Road	Coloma,	
CA	95613	530.622.6700	Camp	
Lotus	 5461	 Bassi	 Road	 Lotus,	
CA	95651	Earthtrek	7308	State	
Highway	 49	 Lotus,	 CA	 95651	
530.642.1900	 530.622.8672	 .	
Bands	 Include:	 David	 Grisman	
Bluegrass	 Experience	 For	 more	
information,	call	.

09/18/2013	-	09/22/2013	Berkeley	
-	Berkeley	Venues,	Shows	will	be	
held	 in	 various	 venues	 around	
Berkeley,	 visit	 the	 web	 site	 for	
details.	 Bands	 Include:	 Evie	 La-
din	 For	 more	 information,	 call	
or	visit	http://www.berkeleyold-
timemusic.org/.

09/27/2013	 -	 09/29/2013	 Sanger	
-	 CBA’s	 KINGS	 RIVER	 FES-
TIVAL!	 The	 Grove,	 14265	 E	
Goodfellow	Ave.	Bands	Include:	
Kids	 on	 Bluegrass	 For	 more	 in-
formation,	 call	 Stan	 Allen	 at	
559-696-0382	or	email	grovefes-
tival2012@comcast.net	 or	 visit	
www.cbaontheweb.org.

October 2013
10/11/2013	-	10/13/2013	Gilroy	-	

Franklin	Ranch,	170	Rucker	Ave.	
Bands	 Include:	 Snap	 Jackson	 &	
the	Knock	on	Wood	Players	For	
more	information,	call	408-778-
1050	 or	 visit	 http://www.scbs.
org/events/brownbarn/.

JAM SESSIONS
SUNDAY
-	 Hoover	 Middle	 School,	 San	 Jose,	

1635	Park	Ave..	Santa	Clara	Val-
ley	Fiddlers	Association	Jam	ses-
sion,	1	to	5	pm	on	1st	Sunday	of	
every	 month.	 Children	 17	 and	
under	are	free	(Visitors	are	NOT	
free.)	 For	 more	 information	 or	
reservations,	call	Richard	Brooks	
at	650-328-3939	or	visit	http://
www.fiddlers.org.

Altadena	 -	 Coffee	 Gallery	 Back-
stage,	 2029	 North	 Lake	 Blvd..	
For	 more	 information	 or	 reser-
vations,	 call	 (626)	 794-2424	 or	
visit	 http://www.coffeegallery.
com.

Arroyo	 Grande	 -	 SLO	 Down	 Pub,	
1200	E.	Grand	Ave.	(at	Briscoe).	
Bluegrass	 Jam	 5:30	 to	 8:30	 pm.	
For	more	information	or	reserva-
tions,	call	Roger	Siminoff	at	805-

CBA Calendar of Music Events
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474-4876	 or	 email	 siminoff@
siminoff.com.

Berkeley	 -	 Freight	 &	 Salvage,	 2020	
Addison	Street.	See	the	Freight’s	
Workshop	page	for	more	details.	
For	more	information	or	reserva-
tions,	call	Ran	Bush	at	510-525-
8156	 or	 email	 ranbush@gmail.
com	 or	 visit	 www.freightandsal-
vage.org.

Castro	 Valley	 -	 United	 Method-
ist	 Church,	 19806	 Wisteria	 St.	
California	 Old	 Time	 Fiddlers	
Association	jam	at	1:30	p.m.	For	
more	 information	 or	 reserva-
tions,	call	510-278-7180	or	visit	
http://www.csotfa9.org./.

Columbia	 -	 Jack	 Douglass	 Saloon,	
22718	 Main	 Street.	 Every	 2nd	
Sunday	 from	 2	 to	 6	 p.m.	 For	
more	 information	 or	 reserva-
tions,	call	209.532-1885	or	visit	
http://www.jackdouglass-sa-
loon.com.

Coulterville	 -	 The	 Magnolia	 Sa-
loon,	 5001	 Main	 Street	 at	 the	
corner	of	Highway	49	and	Route	
132	 on	 the	 way	 to	 Yosemite.	
The	 Magnolia	 Saloon,	 a	 part	 of	
the	 Hotel	 Jeffery,	 is	 the	 oldest	
working	 saloon	 in	 California,	
complete	 with	 the	 original	 “bat	
wing”	 doors	 and	 is	 one	 of	 only	
a	few	saloons	to	still	have	them.	
For	more	information	or	reserva-
tions,	call	209-878-0461	or	visit	
http://www.hoteljeffery.com/.

Encino	-	Encino	Park,	CTMS	Cen-
ter	 for	 Folk	 Music	 16933	 Ven-
tura	 Blvd.	 Jamming	 inside	 the	
CTMS	Folk	Center,	out	in	front	
of	the	Center	For	more	informa-
tion	 or	 reservations,	 call	 Jeff	 at	
310-390-4391.

Fresno	 -	Brooks	Ranch	Restaurant,	
4131	 S	 Chestnut	 Ave	 at	 High-
way	 99.	 California	 State	 Old	
Time	 Fiddlers,	 District	 2.	 Jams	
on	 the	 second	 Sunday	 of	 every	
month	 at	 2	 p.m.	 Acoustic	 in-
struments	 welcome.	 For	 more	
information	or	 reservations,	call	
Lynda	 Emanuels	 at	 559-924-
1766	or	559-589-4100	or	email	
semanuels@comcast.net.

La	 Grange	 -	 LaGrange	 Saloon	 and	
Grill,	 30048	 Yosemite	 Blvd	 La	
Grange,	 CA	 95329.	 Old	 time	
jam	 on	 the	 4th	 Sunday	 of	 the	
month	For	more	information	or	
reservations,	call	209-853-2114.

Nevada	City	-	National	Hotel,	211	
Broad	 Street.	 Old	 time	 jam	 For	
more	 information	 or	 reserva-
tions,	call	530-575-8766.

Orangevale	 -	 Orangevale	 Grange	
Hall,	 5805	 Walnut	 Ave.,	 Oran-
gevale,	 CA	 95662	 Walnut	 con-
nects	between	Madison	Ave.	and	
Greenback	 Lane.	 From	 Sacra-
mento	take	Highway	50	East	to	
Hazel	 Ave.	 exit	 and	 turn	 right	
on	Madison,	then	left	on	Walnut	
(just	past	the	traffic	light	at	Per-
shing).	 .	 Hosted	 by	 California	
State	 Old	 Time	 Fiddlers’	 Asso-
ciation,	 District	 5.	 2nd	 Sunday	
jam	beginning	at	1	p.m.	Desserts	
available	at	the	snack	bar.	Dona-
tions	 accepted	 For	 more	 infor-
mation	or	reservations,	call	916-
723-2314	 or	 email	 carsp78@

aol.com	 or	 visit	 www://csotfa5.
com.

Oroville	-	Oroville	Municipal	Audi-
torium,	 1200	 Myers	 Street.	 For	
more	 information	 or	 reserva-
tions,	call	530-589-5841.

Oroville	 -	 Unity	 of	 Oroville,	 1321	
Robinson.	This	 jam	features	old	
time	 fiddle,	 bluegrass,	 country	
western	 and	 gospel	 music.	 Free	
admission,	 but	 a	 donation	 jar	 is	
available	 to	 help	 offset	 expenses	
For	more	information	or	reserva-
tions,	call	Bob	Hedrick	or	Den-
nis	 Ashley	 at	 530-389-4844	 or	
530-533-8696.

San	 Francisco,	 CA	 -	 Progressive	
Grounds	 Coffee	 Shop,	 Progres-
sive	 Grounds	 SF	 on	 400	 court-
land	Ave.	Old	time	jam	2nd	and	
4th	Sundays	at	3	p.m.	For	more	
information	or	 reservations,	call	
Larry	 at	 or	 email	 larrythe241@
yahoo.com.

San	 Francisco,	 CA	 -	 The	 Lucky	
Horseshoe,	 453	 Cortland	 Ave.	
Bluegrass	 jam	 every	 Sunday	 at	
4	p.m.	For	more	 information	or	
reservations,	call	or	visit	http://
www.theluckyhorseshoebar.
com.

Santa	 Cruz	 -	 Ocean	 View	 Park,	
Oceanview	 Park	 at	 102	 Ocean	
View	 Ave.	 (Ocean	 View	 Ave	 is	
off	Broadway	between	Ocean	St.	
and	 Branciforte.).	 A	 bluegrass	
and	old	time	jam	on	the	4th	Sun-
day	of	every	month.	This	jam	has	
three	 separate	 circles:	 slow	 jam,	
advanced	bluegrass	jam,	old	time	
jam.	Please	go	to	http://groups.
google.com/group/santacru-
zjam	 for	 more	 information!	
For	 more	 information	 or	 res-
ervations,	 call	 Jessica	 Evans	 at	
831-359-1864	 or	 email	 santa-
cruzjam@googlegroups.com	 or	
visit	 http://groups.google.com/
group/santacruzjam.

Sebastopol	 -	 Sebastopol	 Christian	
Church,	 7433	 Bodega	 Avenue	
Corner	of	Bodega	&	Jewell	Ave.	
.	Fourth	Sunday	gospel	 jam	at	2	
p.m.	 For	 more	 information	 or	
reservations,	call	707-824-1960.

Sunnyvale	 -	 Sunnyvale	 Commu-
nity	 Center,	 Heritage	 Building	
Sunnyvale	 Community	 Center	
550	East	Remington	Drive.	3rd	
Sunday	 each	 month	 from	 1	 to	
5	 p.m.	 1-1:30	 p.m.	 is	 orienta-
tion	 and	 tuning.	 Facility	 charge	
of	 $5	 per	 person.	 Parents	 or	
guardian	 must	 accompany	 any-
one	under	18	years,	participants	
must	 sign	 a	 liability	 waiver	 to	
join.	 This	 is	 not	 an	 “open	 mic”	
or	audience	for	solo	performers,	
it’s	 for	people	who	want	to	play	
and	 sing	 together	 in	 the	 blue-
grass	style.	Traditional	bluegrass	
sound	is	made	up	of	vocals,	gui-
tar,	5-string	banjo,	mandolin	and	
upright	bass;	and	sometimes	the	
fiddle	 and	 dobro.	 Other	 acous-
tic	 instruments	 are	 subject	 to	
leader	approval.	No	electrified	or	
amplified	 instruments	 can	 join	
without	 permission	 from	 the	
leader.	 No	 musical	 instruction	
is	 provided.	 Participants	 must	
know	 how	 to	 tune	 their	 instru-
ments	 and	 have	 basic	 playing	
ability.	For	more	information	or	

reservations,	call	.
Sunnyvale	-	Sunnyvale	Community	

Center,	 Sunnyvale	 Community	
Center	 550	 East	 Remington	
Drive,	 use	 Michelangelo	 Street	
parking	 lot.	 3rd	 Sunday	 from	
1	 to	 5	 p.m.	 inside	 the	 Creative	
Arts	 Center	 building	 north	 of	
the	 theater.	 $5	 drop	 in	 fee.	 For	
more	 information	 or	 reserva-
tions,	call	Paul	at	775-230-3228	
or	 email	 paulcc@nvbell.net	 or	
visit	 http://launch.groups.ya-
hoo.com/group/Sunnyvale-Jam.

Templeton	-	Old	Carnegie	Library,	
City	 Park,	 between	 11th	 and	
12th	 streets,	 Spring	 and	 Pine..	
Open	acoustic	jam	--	all	levels	of	
ability	 welcome,	 we	 range	 from	
rank	 beginners	 to	 accomplished	
professionals,	 and	 try	 to	 have	
something	 for	 everyone.	 For	
more	 information	 or	 reserva-
tions,	 call	 or	 visit	 http://www.
folkjam.org/recurring-jam/us/
ca/paso-robles/carnegie-haul.

MONDAY
Fairfax	-	SLEEPING	LADY,	Sleep-

ing	 Lady	 23	 Broadway	 Fairfax,	
CA	 94930	 415.485.1182	 .	 In-
termediate/Advanced	 Bluegrass	
Jam	First	Tuesday	of	the	Month	
For	 more	 information	 or	 reser-
vations,	 call	 Kris	 Votruba	 at	 or	
email	 votrubin@yahoo.com	 or	
visit	 http://sleepingladyfairfax.
com/calendar.php.

Bakersfield	-	Rusty’s	Pizza,	5430	Ol-
ive	 Drive	 (in	 the	 Von’s	 Center).	
For	more	information	or	reserva-
tions,	call	Kelvin	Gregory	at	661-
392-7973	 or	 661-428-7044	 or	
email	kelvin@gregspetro.com.

Berkeley	-	5th	String	Music-Berkeley,	
3051	 Adeline	 Street.	 For	 more	
information	 or	 reservations,	
call	 John	 Kornhauser	 at	 or	 visit	
http://www.5thStringBerkeley.
com.

Culver	City	-	Industry	Cafe	&	Jazz,	
6039	Washington	Blvd.	For	more	
information	or	 reservations,	call	
Jeff	 Fleck	 at	 310-390-4391	 or	
email	jfleck47@ca.rr.com.

Oakland	 -	 Baja	 Taqueria,	 Baja	 Ta-
queria,	 4070	 Piedmont	 Ave.	
(near	 41st	 Street),	 Oakland,	
CA.	 Every	 Monday,	 jam	 hosted	
by	 Tom	 Lucas	 For	 more	 infor-
mation	 or	 reservations,	 call	 Joe	
Howton	 at	 510-547-2252	 or	
email	 TRman2323@aol.com	 or	
visit	http://sfbluegrass.org/php/
tacojam.html.

Oakland	 -	 Stork	 Club,	 2330	 Tele-
graph	 Avenue.	 Open	 jam	 at	 the	
Stork	 Club!	 2	 rooms	 for	 jam-
ming,	open	late.	For	more	infor-
mation	or	reservations,	call	Josh	
Jakus	 at	 510-444-6174	 or	 email	
joshjakus@gmail.com	 or	 visit	
www.storkcluboakland.com.

Oroville	-	Bolt	Tool	Museum,	1650	
Broderick	 Street.	 Instruction	
and	shared	music	time	aim	to	en-
courage	musicians	to	perform	in	
groups.	For	more	information	or	
reservations,	call	530-282-3205.

Palo	 Alto	 -	 Fandango’s	 Pizza,	 3163	
Middlefield	 at	 Loma	 Verde.	
Old	 time	 jam	 every	 Monday	
For	 more	 information	 or	 reser-
vations,	 call	 650-494-2928	 or	

visit	http://www.fandangopizza.
com/fandango%20bluegrass.
htm.

San	Francisco,	CA	-	 ,	853	Valencia	
St.	(between	19th	&	20th).	2nd	
and	4th	Mondays	at	6:30	p.m.	-	
The	Pick	Jam	-	precedes	the	Blue-
grass	 Monday	 Show	 For	 more	
information	or	 reservations,	call	
(415)	 970-0012	 or	 visit	 http://
thepicksf.com/.

San	 Francisco,	 CA	 -	 The	 PickJam,	
Amnesia	 Bar	 in	 San	 Francisco.	
Every	 2nd	 and	 4th	 Monday	 of	
the	month	Jam	runs	from	6:30	to	
8:30,	prior	 to	 the	 free	Bluegrass	
show	 For	 more	 information	 or	
reservations,	call	.

TUESDAY
Berkeley	 -	 5th	 String	 Music-Berke-

ley,	 3051	 Adeline	 Street.	 For	
more	 information	 or	 reserva-
tions,	 call	 Ran	 Bush	 at	 or	 visit	
http://www.5thStringBerkeley.
com.

Dublin	 -	 Dublin	 Heritage	 Center,	
6600	 Donlon	 Way	 in	 the	 old	
Murray	 Schoolhouse.	 2nd	 and	
4th	Tuesday	of	every	month.	For	
more	 information	 or	 reserva-
tions,	call	925-452-2100.

Dublin	 -	 Dublin	 Heritage	 Center,	
6600	 Donlon	 Way	 in	 the	 old	
Murray	 Schoolhouse.	 Jam	 Ses-
sion	from	7	to	9	p.m.	on	the	2nd	
and	4th	Tuesday	of	every	month.	
For	more	information	or	reserva-
tions,	call	925-452-2100.

Modesto	 -	 Queen	 Bean	 Coffee	
House,	1126	14th	Street.	2nd	&	
4th	 Tuesday	 of	 EVERY	 month,	
6:30-8:30	 PM.	 If	 armless	 chairs	
are	 required,	 BYO.	 Flavor	 of	
music	is	bluegrass,	gospel,	fiddle-
tunes,	 old-time	 and	 traditional	
country.	Hosted	by	Rainy	Esco-
bar	For	more	information	or	res-
ervations,	 call	 Rainy	 Escobar	 at	
or	email	InamMec@aol.com.

Seaside	-	Seaside	High	School,	Sea-
side	 High	 School	 Music	 Build-
ing	2200	Noche	Buena	Ave..	For	
more	 information	 or	 reserva-
tions,	 call	 Chuck	 Hurd	 at	 831-
656-9790	 or	 email	 chuckhurd-
ley@comcast.net.

Templeton	-	Oak	Creek	Commons,	
635	Nicklaus	Drive.	We	meet	in	
the	 common	 room	 in	 the	 com-
mon	building	at	the	center	of	the	
complex.	 Bring	 an	 instrument	
and	 join	 in!	 For	 more	 informa-
tion	or	reservations,	call	.

Ventura	 -	 Zoey’s	 Cafe,	 185	 East	
Santa	Clara	Street.	For	more	in-
formation	 or	 reservations,	 call	
Gene	 Rubin	 at	 (805)	 340-2270	
or	email	generubinaudio@earth-
link.net	or	visit	http://zoeyscafe.
com/index.cfm.

WEDNESDAY
-	 San	 Jose	 Jam,	 Armadillo	 Willys	

BBQ	 2071	 Camden	 Avenue.	
6:30	 -	 9:30pm	 For	 more	 in-
formation	 or	 reservations,	 call	
Ralph	 Hendricks	 at	 (510)	 912-
9836	 or	 email	 REHendricks@
sbcglobal.net.

Atascadero	 -	 Paso	 Robles	 Brewing	
Company,	 15050	 Morro	 Road	
-	 located	 on	 Hwy	 41	 halfway	
between	 Atascadero	 and	 Morro	

Bay.	 The	 first	 hour	 is	 easy	 slow	
jam	 with	 sheet	 music	 provided.	
The	 second	 hour	 can	 be	 a	 more	
advanced	jam.	The	third	hour	is	
open	 mike.	 For	 more	 informa-
tion	 or	 reservations,	 call	 (805)	
441-7463..

Chico	-	Acoustic	College,	932	West	
8th	Ave,	suite	A.	Bring	your	blue-
grass	instruments	and	song/tune	
suggestions,	 and	 take	 advantage	
of	this	opportunity	to	both	meet	
and	 play	 with	 other	 bluegrass	
players	For	more	information	or	
reservations,	call	Jim	Myers	at	or	
email	myersjj@gmail.com.

Fresno	-	Santa	Fe	Basque	Restaurant,	
3110	N	Maroa	Ave.	For	more	in-
formation	or	reservations,	call	.

Lompoc	-	Southside	Coffee	Co,	105	
S.	“H”	Street.	For	more	informa-
tion	or	reservations,	call	Bill	at	or	
visit	805-736-8241.

Loomis	 -	 The	 Train	 Depot,	 5775	
Horseshoe	 Bar	 Road.	 Bluegrass	
jam	 from	 5	 to	 8	 pm	 on	 the	 1st	
and	 3rd	 Wednedays	 of	 every	
month.	Pickers	of	all	grades	and	
listeners	 are	 welcome.	 For	 more	
information	or	 reservations,	call	
Terry	 or	 Betty	 Crouson	 at	 530-
885-6871.

Martinez	 -	 Alameda	 Arts	 &	 Wine	
Fair,	707	Marina	Vista	Martinez,	
CA	 94553.	 Hosted	 by	 Bruce	
Campbell	and	Red	Rick	Horlick	
from	7	to	10	p.m.,	with	sign	up	
at	6:30	p.m.	The	house	band,	led	
by	Bruce	Campbell,	will	be	there	
to	back	up	any	pickers	and	sing-
ers.	Are	you	a	bluegrass	musician	
that	 hasn’t	 hit	 the	 big	 time	 yet?	
Then,	come	on	down	to	Arman-
do’s	and	get	on	stage	with	some	
of	the	hottest	bluegrass	players	in	
the	Bay	Area.	Are	you	a	bluegrass	
fan?	3	hours	of	music	for	$3!	For	
more	 information	 or	 reserva-
tions,	call	Eloise	Cotton	at	925-
229-1989	 or	 visit	 www.armand-
osmartinez.com.

Petaluma	-	Aqus	Cafe,	189	H	Street	
.	 4th	 Wednesday	 Bluegrass	 and	
Old	 Time	 open	 jam	 from	 7	 to	
9	p.m.	For	more	 information	or	
reservations,	 call	 707.778.6060	
or	 visit	 http://www.aquscafe.
com.

San	 Francisco,	 CA	 -	 Plough	 and	
Stars,	116	Clement	St.	(between	
2nd	&	3rd	Ave.)	.	Jam	hosted	by	
Jeanie	&	Chuck	Poling	For	more	
information	or	 reservations,	call	
415-751-1122	 or	 visit	 http://
www.theploughandstars.com.

Santa	 Barbara	 -	 Alice	 Keck	 Park,	 .	
The	 Glendessary	 Jam	 (old	 time	
music)	 meets	 every	 Wednesday	
at	 Alice	 Keck	 Park	 (summers)	
and	 indoors	(winter)	on	Glend-
essary	Lane,	starting	at	5:30	PM.	
For	more	information	or	reserva-
tions,	call	.

Santa	 Clara	 -	 Bluz	 By-you,	 1240	
Coleman	 Ave,Santa	 Clara,	 CA	
95050.	1st,	3rd	and	5th	Wednes-
days	 for	 jamming	 For	 more	 in-
formation	 or	 reservations,	 call	
408.588.1111	 or	 email	 dcfid-
dles@gmail.com	or	visit	http://
www.bluzbyyou.com/.

Santa	Clara	-	Neto’s	Market	&	Grill,	
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1313	 Franklin	 St.	 Jams	 on	 the	
1st	 and	 3rd	 Wednesday	 of	 each	
month	 from	 6	 to	 8:30	 p.m.	 Ar-
rive	early	for	great	food	and	com-
pany!	 For	 more	 information	 or	
reservations,	call	or	visit	http://
netosmarketandgrill.com/home.

Sonora	 -	 Christopher’s	 Ristorante	
Italiano,	Christopher’s	Ristoran-
te	 Italiano	 160	 Washington	
Street	in	the	historic	Sonora	Inn	
.	Ukulele	jam	2nd	Wednesday	of	
every	month	at	6	p.m.	For	more	
information	or	 reservations,	call	
209	533	2600.

Vacaville	-	Vacaville	Winestyles,	Va-
caville	 Winestyles	 11-B	 Town	
Square	Place	Vacaville,	CA	95688	
.	Regular	Jam,	3rd	Wednesday	of	
each	month,	from	7	to	9:00	pm	
Jam	 is	 intermediate	 and	 above.	
Each	 participant	 needs	 to	 be	
able	to	lead	three	songs	For	more	
information	or	 reservations,	call	
John	 Erwin	 at	 (707)	 447-9463	
or	 visit	 http://www.winestyles.
net.

Woodbridge	 -	 The	 Woodbridge	
Grange,	 1074	 Academy	 St.	 For	
more	 information	 or	 reserva-
tions,	 call	 Jarod	 Hensel	 at	 or	
email	 possumkiller@rocket-
mail.com	 or	 visit	 woodbridge-
grange482.org.

Woodbridge	 -	 The	 Woodbridge	
Grange,	 1074	 Academy	 St.	 For	
more	 information	 or	 reserva-
tions,	 call	 Tim	 Christensen	 at	
or	 email	 christensent@rocket-
mail.com	 or	 visit	 woodbridge-
grange482.org.

THURSDAY
Alameda	-	The	Frog	and	Fiddle,	1544	

Webster	Street.	Jam	starts	around	
7:30	p.m.	and	is	open	to	both	be-
ginners	 and	 experienced	 players	
alike.	 For	 more	 information	 or	
reservations,	 call	 Peter	 Barnato	
at	 510-522-FROG	 (510-522-
3764)	 or	 email	 frogandfiddle@
gmail.com	 or	 visit	 http://www.
frogand	fiddle.com.

Berkeley	-	5th	String	Music-Berkeley,	
3051	 Adeline	 Street.	 For	 more	
information	or	 reservations,	call	
Emery	 Barter	 at	 or	 visit	 http://
www.5thStringBerkeley.com.

Chico	-	Cafe	Flo,	365	E	6th	St.	This	
is	not	a	bluegrass	jam,	as	I	under-
stand	 it,	 but	 allow	 participants	
to	jam	with	others	to	basic	chord	
progressions	 For	 more	 informa-
tion	 or	 reservations,	 call	 or	 visit	
lifeatflo.weebly.com.

Corte	 Madera	 -	 Marin	 Lutheran	
Church,	Marin	Lutheran	Church	
649	 Meadowsweet	 .	 Bluegrass	
jam	1st	and	3rd	Thursday	7:30	to	
10	p.m.	For	more	information	or	
reservations,	 call	 Emily	 Riddell	
at	 or	 email	 emily@emilyriddell.
com	 or	 visit	 uimfamilyminis-
try@earthlink.net.

Morgan	Hill	-	Morgan	Hill	Grange	
Hall,	 40	 East	 4th	 St.	 1st,	 2nd	
and	 4th	 Thursday	 night	 jam.	
For	 more	 information	 or	 reser-
vations,	 call	 Tim	 Edes	 at	 (408)	
779-5456	 or	 email	 larrypheg-
ley@gmail.com	 or	 visit	 http://
www.cbaontheweb.org.

Napa	-	Napa	Jam,	Pizza	Hut	-	3510	
Jefferson	St.,	Napa,	Ca.	Bluegrass	
and	 Fiddle	 Jam	 Session	 every	
Thursday	night	(except	holidays)	
from	7	pm	to	9:30	pm	in	Napa.	
Please	 call	 for	 details.	 For	 more	
information	or	 reservations,	call	
Dan	Martin	at	or	email	powder-
dan@comcast.net.

Paso	 Robles	 -	 Linnaea’s	 Coffee	
House	 &	 Cafe,	 1110	 Garden	
Street.	Old	Time	Jam	every	third	
Thursday	of	the	month	For	more	
information	or	 reservations,	call	
805-541-5888	 or	 visit	 http://
linnaeas.com/.

Roseville	 -	 The	 Strum	 Shop,	 408	
Roseville	 Square	 .	 For	 more	 in-
formation	 or	 reservations,	 call	
Stu	 Herreid	 at	 or	 email	 stu@
thestrumshop.com	or	visit	www.
thestrumshop.com.

Sacramento	 -	 Old	 Ironsides,	 1901	
10th	 Street.	 For	 more	 informa-
tion	 or	 reservations,	 call	 916-
443-9751.

San	 Francisco,	 CA	 -	 Atlas	 Cafe,	
3049	 20th	 Street	 (at	 Alabama)	
San	Francisco.	All	acoustic	string	
band	 jam	 For	 more	 informa-
tion	 or	 reservations,	 call	 JimBo	
Trout	at	415-648-1047	or	email	
jimbotrout@gmail.com	 or	 visit	
http://www.atlascafe.net.

FRIDAY
Jamestown	 -	 Smoke	 Cafe,	 18191	

Main	St	Jamestown	.	Jamestown	
Jam	at	7	p.m.	For	more	informa-
tion	 or	 reservations,	 call	 209-
984-3733	 or	 email	 mandobill@
att.net.

Placerville	 -	 Main	 Street	 Music,	
263	Main	Street	at	the	corner	of	
Center.	For	more	information	or	
reservations,	call	530-622-1357.

Sonora	-	Mi	Pueblo	Restaurant,	126	
S	Washington	St.	Down	the	steps	
and	 next	 to	 the	 creek,	 held	 2nd	
and	4th	Fridays	unless	there	is	a	
major	 bluegrass	 event	 that	 day.	
For	more	information	or	reserva-
tions,	call	or	email	billschneider-
man@gmail.com.

SATURDAY
Arroyo	 Grande	 -	 Lightning	 Joe’s	

Guitar	Heaven,	100	East	Branch	
Street	 in	 the	 Historic	 Village,	
just	 off	 Highway	 101	 at	 Grand	
Ave.	 Bluegrass,	 old	 time,	 old	
grass,	 originals,	 country,	 new-
grass.	We	will	explore	tunes	with	
an	emphasis	on	on	working	them	
up	 to	 speed,	 understanding	 the	
forms	 and	 allowing	 the	 players	
to	find	a	place	to	shine.	Plenty	of	
stools	but	bring	music	stands.	go	
up	For	more	information	or	res-
ervations,	call	805-481-2226.

Chico	-	Cafe	Flo,	365	E	6th	St.	All	
styles	of	music	welcome,	so	bring	
a	song	or	tune	you’d	like	to	share	
with	 other	 musicians,	 bring	 an	
instrument	 or	 just	 plan	 to	 sing	
along	 For	 more	 information	 or	
reservations,	 call	 Robert	 Cata-
lano	 at	 510+343-9379	 or	 visit	
lifeatflo.weebly.com.

Chico	 -	 Upper	 Crust	 Bakery,	 130	
Main	Street.	Folk	Music	Jam,	1st	
Saturday	 of	 every	 month.	 Call	
for	more	details.	For	more	infor-
mation	or	reservations,	call	Steve	
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Johnson	at	530-345-4128.
Citrus	Heights	-	Round	Table	Pizza,	

7867	Lichen	Dr.	For	more	infor-
mation	or	reservations,	call	560-
409-4012.

Clovis	 -	 Clovis	 Senior	 Center,	 850	
Fourth	 St.	 Every	 1st	 and	 3rd	
Saturday	 from	 7	 to	 10	 p.m.	 All	
levels	 welcome,	 open	 jam,	 bring	
your	instruments	and	join	in	the	
fun.	 For	 more	 information	 or	
reservations,	 call	 Kelly	 Broyles	
at	 559-977-3598	 or	 email	 kelly.
broyles@sbcglobal.net.

Dublin	 -	 Dublin	 Heritage	 Center,	
Old	St.	Raymond’s	Church	6600	
Donlon	Way.	Slow/practice	Jam	
Session	 from	 1	 to	 4	 pm	 on	 the	
2nd	 and	 4th	 Saturday	 of	 every	
month.	For	more	information	or	
reservations,	call	925-452-2100.

Fremont	 -	 Mission	 Pizza	 &	 Pub,	
1572	 Washington	 Blvd.,	 Fre-
mont,	CA	Washington	Blvd	Exit	
Off	680	Between	680	and	Paseo	
Padre	 Parkway.	 For	 more	 infor-
mation	or	 reservations,	 call	Phil	
Willis	 at	 510-651-6858/510-
574-1880	 or	 email	 info@mis-
sionpizza.com	 or	 visit	 http://
www.missionpizza.com.

Santa	 Clara	 -	 Edward	 Peterman	
Museum	 of	 Railroad	 History	 at	
Santa	 Clara	 Depot,	 Santa	 Clara	
Amtrak	 Station	 (Santa	 Clara	
Depot)	 across	 from	 Santa	 Clara	
University	 1005	 Railroad	 Av-
enue	 Santa	 Clara,	 CA	 95050.	
A	 friendly	 bluegrass	 music	 jam,	
intermediate	to	advanced.	Sunny	
days,	jam	outside	on	the	SW	cor-
ner	 next	 big	 shady	 tree.	 Rainy	
days	 -	 jam	 inside	 the	 museum.	
Free	parking	in	front	of	the	mu-
seum.	Paid	parking	(not	checked	
often)to	 south	 and	 west	 of	 mu-
seum	 For	 more	 information	 or	
reservations,	 call	 Mary	 M.	 Ken-
nedy	 at	 408-241-5920	 or	 email	
kennedymk@comcast.net.

Sebastopol	-	Coffee	Catz,	6761	Se-
bastopol	 Ave	 #300	 Highway	 12	
just	 east	 of	 Sebastopol	 by	 the	
Sebastopol	 Inn.	 Every	 Saturday	
afternoon	 jam	 from	 2	 to	 5	 p.m.	
~~~	 This	 is	 not	 a	 slow	 jam	 or	
beginner’s	jam,	intermediate	and	
above	 players	 are	 expected	 and	
new	 additions	 are	 always	 wel-
come.	 For	 more	 information	 or	
reservations,	 call	 707-829-6600	
or	 visit	 http://www.coffeecatz.
com/.

Templeton	 -	 Matt’s	 Music,	 211	 S	
Main	Street.	Out	under	the	tree	
in	front	of	the	store.	Bring	your	
acoustic	 Instruments	 of	 choice	
and	 be	 ready	 to	 have	 a	 good	
time!	 For	 more	 information	 or	
reservations,	 call	 805-237-0054	
or	 email	 matt@mattsmusicand-
more.com	 or	 visit	 http://www.
mattsmusicandmore.com.

Templeton	-	Matt’s	Music,	617	12th	
St.	 Matt’s	 Jam	 every	 Saturday	
from	11	a.m.	to	1	p.m.	at	Matt’s	
Music	in	downtown	Paso	Robles	
For	more	information	or	reserva-
tions,	call	805-237-0054.

REGULAR	 SHOWS	 AND	
OTHER	EVENTS
Every	 Wednesday	 in	 Oakhurst	 -	

Oakhurst	 Fruit	 &	 Nut	 &	 Cof-

fee,	40879	Highway	41	Ste	1	D.	
Every	 Wednesday	 is	 open	 mic	
night	from	7	to	9	p.m.,	with	ear-
ly	sign	up	at	6:30	p.m.	For	more	
information	or	reservations,	call	
559-692-2288.

Every	 Saturday	 -	 Craig	 Ventresco	
&	 Meredith	 Axelrod	 will	 play	
at	Atlas	Cafe,	3049	20th	Street	
(at	Alabama)	San	Francisco,	San	
Francisco	 -	 For	 more	 informa-
tion,	 call	 JimBo	 Trout	 at	 415-
648-1047	or	email	jimbotrout@
gmail.com	or	visit	http://www.
atlascafe.net	

	
Every	 Saturday	 -	 Dusty	 Shoes	

Gospel	 Band	 will	 play	 at	 Sta-
tion	 Grill,	 170	 W	 Grand	 Ave,	
Grover	 Beach	 -	 For	 more	 in-
formation,	call	(805)	489-3030	
or	 visit	 http://dustyshoesblue-
grassgospelband.org/	

Every	 Saturday	 in	 Angels	 Camp	 –	
Open	mic	at	Angel’s	Camp	Mer-
cantile	Cafe	and	Bakery,	1267	S	
Main	St	 from	6	to	10	p.m.	For	
more	 information	 or	 reserva-
tions,	call	209-890-7155.

Every	 Thursday	 in	 Sonora	 -	 So-
nora	 Joe’s	 Coffee	 House,	 140	
S	 Washington	 Ave.	 Open	 mic	
from	7	to	9	p.m.,	15	minutes	per	
performer	 (3	 songs)	 For	 more	
information	or	reservations,	call	
Sean	 or	 Russ	 at	 209-533-2564	
or	209-433-4900.

Albany	-	Ivy	Room,	860	San	Pablo	
Avenue	(@Solano)	Albany,	CA,	
94706	 http://www.ivyroom.
com.	 Witness	 a	 legendary	 bar	
under	 the	 loving	 care	 of	 new	
owners	 and	 stunning	 renova-
tions.	 Great	 drinks,	 great	 vibe	
and	a	perfect	neighborhood	spot	
for	 our	 favorite	 kind	 of	 music.	
We	hope	to	see	you	there	when	
Canyon	 Johnson	 plays	 the	 Ivy	
Room	 in	 Albany.	 For	 more	 in-
formation	 or	 reservations,	 call	
Ivy	 Room	 at	 510-526-5888	 or	
email	 info@canyonjohnson.org	
or	 visit	 http://canyonjohnson.
org/gigs/2013/ivy-room-08-
06.php.

08/17/2013	 -	 Sacramento	 –	 An-
nual	 Jam	 and	 Potluck	 at	 John	
&	 Loretta	 Hettingers’	 Home,	 .	
Save	 the	 date,	 details	 to	 follow.	
For	 more	 information	 or	 reser-
vations,	 call	 John	 Hettinger	 at	
916-990-0719	 or	 email	 blue-
grass@shaunv.com	.
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BANJO LESSONS WITH 
ALLEN HENDRICKS of Hen-
dricks Banjos, the California 
Quickstep and formerly of the 
South Loomis Quickstep.  I teach 
all styles of five-string banjo play-
ing that can be done with finger 
picks.  All levels from rank begin-
ner to accomplished player who 
may need additional direction to 
take his or her playing to a higher 
level.  Private individual lessons 
as well as teaching your group to 
compliment each other’s styles 
and abilities.  I teach at my own 
private studio in the Sacramento 
Area.  I also teach in my home 
just north of Placerville.  I play 
banjo, I make banjos, and I some-
times buy and sell banjos and 
other stringed instruments.  For 
further information or to schedule 
lesson times, please call 916-614-
9145 or 530-622-1953.

LEARN BLUEGRASS MAN-
DOLIN WITH TOM BEKENY. 
Beginner, intermediate, and ad-
vanced students welcome. Con-
tact Tom at 510-528-4039 or 
tombekeny@sbcglobal.net 

lessons

Mary Chapin Carpenter, and re-
ceived two Grammy nominations. 
She “entices you with sad and 
unembellished music that reveals 
an original spirit,” says Billboard 
Magazine.

Sunday, August 4, 2013, 
8:00 pm  - Michael Martin 
Murphey $36.50 advance / 
$38.50 at door    
 Michael Martin Murphey was 
one of the original country rock-
ers from the scene in Austin in the 
1970s with hits like “Geronimo’s 
Cadillac,” “Alleys of Austin,” and 
his biggest seller, “Wildfire.” He’s 
also had a long love affair with 
bluegrass, dating back to his time 
as lead vocalist in the Earl Scruggs 
Band. The “Lone Cowboy Show” 
presents Michael and his music, 
plain and simple.

Downtown 
Berkeley Mu-
sicFest features 
Sam Bush
From Page A-7
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2nd
 Annual 3 Days!

R i c k y  S k a g g s

&  K e n t u c k y  T h u n d e r

Sleepy Man 
Banjo Boys

Peter Rowan 
Bluegrass Band

FEATURING

C a n y o n  L o d g e
*In partnership with the Inyo National Forest

2 STAGES! 

Bluegrass Express!

 Ricky Skaggs & Kentucky Thunder       
Sleepy Man Banjo Boys  

Peter Rowan Bluegrass Band  
Alan Munde Gazette  

Dan Crary & Thunderation
Jeff Scroggins & Colorado  

Hard Road Trio w/Bill Evans  

High Country  
Poor Man’s Whiskey  
Hot Buttered Rum  
Poor Man’s Poison 

Chris Jones & The Nightdrivers  
Gone Tomorrow  

Bill Evans “Banjo in America” 
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