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The Deering Calico is a premium quality,
world class banjo that is sought after
around the world for its clean tone. The
Calico is exceptionally dynamic for both its
powerful sound and its instantaneous,
sensitive response, which provides a
superlative canvas for all styles of music.
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Made in CALIFORNIA, USA

Come visit our tent at the
2013 Fathers Day Festival

(800) 845-7791
info@deeringbanjos.com

www.deeringbanjos.com/calico

Snap Jackson
with his Deering Calico
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The Father’s Day Bluegrass Festival
stage; however, we will do our best
to meet your basic needs.  We will
provide some transportation in a
golf cart this year for those with
special needs.   Information about
this service will be available at the
Gate or at Festival Headquarters.

which are a necessary part of such
a large event.  The California Bluegrass Association Board of Directors
and volunteer festival personnel
have thought out these rules carefully in order to ensure your safety
and satisfaction.
Please read the following rules
and regulations carefully, and give
us your full cooperation.  If everyone follows these simple guidelines,
we can all enjoy our festival days
together in harmony, and listen to
some wonderful music!

wants to be together, try to arrive
about the same time.
•NO SMOKING in the audience
The California Bluegrass AssoBring regular lawn chairs or
seating area.   Please be considerate
ciation welcomes you to our 38th
blankets for seating.   Seating is
of your fellow audience members
Annual Father’s Day Weekend
strictly “bring your own” and chair
and smoke around the perimeter or
Bluegrass Festival.  We know that
height must be lower than 37” in
camping areas.  
you will enjoy your weekend with
the center section.  Anyone may sit
•DOGS AND CATS are allowed on
us at the beautiful Nevada County
in an empty chair until that chair is
a limited and controlled basis. Cats
Fairgrounds in Grass Valley, the For those with dogs
reclaimed by its owner.
are allowed in RVs in the RV section
Bluegrass Capital of California.
Food and drink concessions are
only. Dogs are allowed as long as the
The California Bluegrass As- 1. Owners must have proof of all on site and food and non-alcoholic
rules for dogs (see rules previously
sociation is a non-profit, all vol- required vaccinations, vaccinations beverages may be brought into the
listed) are followed.
unteer organization, founded in must be up-to-date, and dogs must audience area (no glass allowed) in
•NO PETS of any other species are
1974, to preserve and promote have ID tags on their collars.
picnic baskets or coolers.
allowed on the fairgrounds during
Bluegrass, Old Time, and Gospel 2. By bringing their dog to the
Historic Grass Valley and Nethe time that the CBA has possesMusic in California.   We encour- festival the owner accepts all liabil- vada City are a short automobile Rules and Regulations
sion of the grounds.
age you to visit our Membership ity for any injury or property dam- drive away and offer banking, resBooth and learn the benefits of age caused by their dog and the taurants, grocery shopping, campIn order to facilitate the enjoy- •VIDEO RECORDING OF ARTmembership. We presently have owner will be solely responsible for ing-supply purchases and tourist ment of the California Bluegrass ISTS’ STAGE PERFORMANCES
over 2600 voting members in Cali- any and all cost of repairs, fines or and recreational opportunities.  
Association’s 38th Annual Festival, - is PROHIBITED unless specififornia and thirty-nine other states levies by any agency or other party.  
The weather can be hot during the following rules and regulations cally allowed and permission is inand Canada.   We hope you will The California Bluegrass Associa- the days and cool during the eve- will be in effect during the Festival. dicated by a sign displayed near
the stage stating that video recordjoin or renew your membership at tion maintains no liability for any nings, so dress appropriately.  Sunthe membership booth in the in- actions of the dog or its owners.
screen and hats or visors help keep •DO NOT REMOVE YOUR ID ing is permitted.  If permitted, this
ner fairgrounds.  Make this “your” 3. Dogs must be on a short leash, you from burning during the heat BAND - You will be banded when permission applies only to the artorganization and learn about the not to exceed six (6) feet, while be- of the day and a jacket or sweater your ticket is taken at the front gate.   ist on stage at the time the sign is
ing walked.
many membership benefits.
can be very comforting during the No replacements will be made un- displayed.  
•CONSERVE WATER AND
The Father’s Day Bluegrass 4. Dogs must be confined to a evening performances and for jam- less you purchase another ticket.  
Festival is produced by our vol- pen or a RV or on a short leash ming afterward.   The Festival will •NO ALCOHOL or display of ELECTRICITY - Campers and
unteer members and promises while in camp. No free ranging be held rain or shine and there are public drunkenness and distur- RVs may draw electrical power only
four days of fabulous music on tethers are allowed.
no refunds.
bance is permitted in the audience from designated outlets.  Water fauthree stages, jamming, workshops, 5. Owners will be required to reBring your acoustic instru- area.  Persons who interfere with the cets and connections are scarce and
Youth Programs, Kids on Blue- move their dog from the grounds ments and join in the fun.  A large enjoyment of the rest of the audi- should be shared.  
grass, Luthiers’ Pavilion, Vern’s if the dog becomes a nuisance by part of the enjoyment of our festi- ence will be asked to leave the area. •KEEP YOUR GENERATOR
Beer and Wine Garden and a large continually barking (for a single val is the spontaneous jam sessions •NO AMPLIFIERS OR ELEC- USE MINIMAL - if you must run
concession area with food, drink time or multiple short intervals) or that spring up throughout the fair- TRIC INSTRUMENTS are al- a generator on your RV to charge
in any other manner that disturbs grounds during the festival.  There lowed in the camping areas.  
your battery or for any other reason,
and crafts.
other campers or people passing by. is a wonderful opportunity to share •SCOOTER OR SKATEBOARD please keep the time minimal.  Do
General Information:
This will be strenuously enforced.
some music and make new friends.   RIDING AND ROLLER-BLAD- not use your generator after 11 pm
6. Dogs should not be left alone (Remember your jamming eti- ING OR SKATING are prohibited or before 8 am.
Camping
for periods of time longer than 45 quette.)
on the festival grounds until MonThe California Bluegrass AsCamping is in the rough on minutes to an hour.
Parents are responsible for day after the festival.
the festival site and those who come 7. Owners must clean up after their children at all times.  Please be •BICYCLE RIDING --  Is allowed sociation reserves the right to deny
early may camp Sunday through their dogs. It is owner’s responsi- sure you know where your children in the campground area but not in admission to anyone, and/or to
Wednesday, June 9th-12th for a bility to have all the necessary sup- are and what they are doing.  There the inner Fairground.  Children are have anyone removed from the fairdaily fee of $15/tent and $20/RV plies to ensure that other festival is an organized children’s program required to wear helmets in accor- grounds if necessary or desirable at
the discretion of the Festival Direcon a first come, first served basis.   attendees have a good experience with schedule times listed in the dance with California State law.
Designated tent-only camping is while at the festival.
program; however, this is not a day •Single person battery operated ve- tor or the CBA Board of Directors.
8. Dogs will only be allowed care service.   Parents must either hicles used by the handicapped or
available (see map or ask at gate).
in the main camping area. Tent remain with their child/children or people with medical problems are For more information:
Handicapped Camping campers in the “Tent Only” area return to pick them up at the con- allowed.  
near Gate 4 will not be allowed clusion of each segment of the pro- •NO OPEN CAMPFIRES - Keep Please visit our festival website:
There are a limited number to keep dogs. Tent Campers with gram.
a close watch on camp stoves, bar- www.fathersdayfestival.com
of special accommodation camp- dogs may camp in other areas on
Help maintain the cleanliness becues, lanterns, etc.   Make sure or the CBA website:
ing spaces available for those with the fairgrounds.
of the grounds and restrooms.  De- they are completely out when not www.cbaontheweb.org
handicaps.   Advance reservations 9. Dogs will not be allowed at posit all trash in available bins and in use.
for information about our assowere required by May 1, 2013.   any time (during Music Camp or recyclable containers in appropriate •NO ROPING OFF AREAS - ex- ciation and the events we produce
However, handicapped camp- the Festival) inside the fenced area bins.
cept by festival officials.  Due to the throughout the year.  You can also
ers will be accommodated if pos- (near the stages or vendor areas).
The Festival is produced by large number of campers, “saving request a sample copy of our monthsible.   We cannot promise sites 10. Dogs are not allowed in the volunteers and we ask for your co- a spot” for a friend who is coming ly newspaper, Bluegrass Breakdown,
with hookups and/or a view of the water ditch or the lake.
operation in abiding by the rules later is not allowed.  If your group at our Membership Booth.

Welcome!

Helpful Information

Welcome! Please enjoy the copy of the cba’s monthly paper, the bluegrass breakdown, inserted in this program

Handicap Taxi at Grass Valley
SERVICE FOR THE HANDICAPPED AT FDF 2013

At this year’s Father’s Day Bluegrass Festival, Mike Martin
will be coordinator for a service helpful to attendees who
require help getting around. A golf cart has been donated to
pick up and return handicap members to and from the stage
area. To schedule pick up call Mike Martin at 707-333-5784
or ask anybody with a radio to call for handicap taxi. Thank
you, in advance, to his volunteer crew.

P-

Father’s Day Festival event program

June 2013

Your 2013 CBA Father’s Day Festival artists

        In alphabetical order

The BladeRunners

Blue Highway

The BladeRunners combine an engaging country-flavored vocal
sound with the thrilling, edgy instrumental spunk that characterizes
the best of the modern traditional bluegrass bands.  The BladeRunners
have been continually if not tenaciously refining their sound since their
inception in 1998, and are geared up to present a soothing musical experience that will resonate deep within the heart of every bluegrass and
country soul.
John Corzine, a flatpicker inspired by the likes of Doc Watson and
Clarence White, is a first-rate singer with a warm, expressive, and classic
tone.
On bass is John’s high school sweetheart and singing companion
Peggy Corzine.
At home on seemingly any instrument, Patrick Sauber is one of the
finest traditional banjo players in the world.
Aspiring songwriter David Dickey III is the second-best mandolin
player and third-best baritone singer in the band and is thankful to be
surrounded by all the talent!

Blue Highway.
At the 17-year mark, Blue
Highway is indisputably one of
the most esteemed and influential
groups in contemporary bluegrass.
The band’s nine exceptional albums
and compelling live performances
give proof to the stellar reviews,
The BladeRunners.
Grammy nominations, and numerous awards
earned by the
band since it
first took the
stage on December
31,
1994, with the
same musicians
that comprise
Blue Highway
today.
1. Owners must have proof of all required vaccinations, vaccinations
With
must be up-to-date, and dogs must have ID tags on their collars.
a deep bench
2. By bringing their dog to the festival the owner accepts all liability
of
virtuosic
for any injury or property damage caused by their dog and the
songwriters,
owner will be solely responsible for any and all cost of repairs,
vocalists and infines or levies by any agency or other party.  The California Bluestrumentalists,
grass Association maintains no liability for any actions of the dog
Blue Highway’s
or its owners.
hallmark is an
3. Dogs must be on a short leash, not to exceed six (6) feet, while
unwavering
being walked.
commitment to
4. Dogs must be confined to a pen or a RV or on a short leash while
the ensemble,
in camp. No free ranging tethers are allowed.
the “democracy
5. Owners will be required to remove their dog from the grounds if
of the band”
the dog becomes a nuisance by continually barking (for a single
that
makes
time or multiple short intervals) or in any other manner that disBlue Highway a
turbs other campers or people passing by. This will be strenuously
powerhouse.
enforced.
In6. Dogs should not be left alone for periods of time longer than 45
dividually, Jaminutes to an hour.
son Burleson
7. Owners must clean up after their dogs. It is owner’s responsibility
(banjo, guitar,
to have all the necessary supplies to ensure that other festival atmandolin), Rob
tendees have a good experience while at the festival.
Ickes (Dobro),
8. Dogs will only be allowed in the main camping area. Tent campShawn
Lane
ers in the “Tent Only” area near Gate 4 will not be allowed to keep
(mandolin,
dogs. Tent Campers with dogs may camp in other areas on the
fiddle, vocals),
fairgrounds.
Tim Stafford
9. Dogs will not be allowed at any time (during Music Camp or the
(guitar, vocals),
Festival) inside the fenced area (near the stages or vendor areas).
and Wayne Tay10. Dogs are not allowed in the water ditch or the lake.
lor (bass, vocals)
are masters of
their respective
roles. Together,
in
Stafford’s

Rules for dogs

CBA Summer Music Camp & FDF 2013

words, they are “a democracy in the
best sense of the word”: five gifted artists selflessly merging their
talents into a seamlessly brilliant
group sound. As a result, the band
moves from strength to strength,
more mature and impressive with
each new album.
Blue Highway has five gifted
writers in its ranks. Rob and Jason turn out the heart-pounding
instrumentals, while Shawn, Tim
and Wayne give Blue Highway a
depth of songwriting talent unprecedented in sixty years of bluegrass bands.
With ten highly acclaimed albums to its credit, Blue Highway
has garnered two Grammy nominations, a Dove Award, topped the
Bluegrass Unlimited radio charts,
and won numerous International Bluegrass Music Association
awards. Refusing to coast on past
glories, Blue Highway continues
to push its music to new levels of
accomplishment. Artfully balanced
between tradition and innovation,
it remains in the forefront of contemporary bluegrass music.
Tim Stafford - Tim’s distinctive guitar style, vocals, songwriting
and arranging contributions are an
integral part of the Blue Highway
sound. A Kingsport, TN native,
Tim helped found the band Dusty
Miller (1990 SPBGMA International Bluegrass Band champions)
and, early on, was a key player in
Alison Krauss & Union Station
when it was named IBMA Entertainer of the Year in 1991. Leaving Krauss’s band in May 1992 to
spend more time with his infant
son Daniel, Tim won a Grammy
in 1993 for his work on AKUS’s
Every Time You Say Goodbye
(Rounder 1992), which was also
named IBMA Album of the Year
(1993). In 1994, Tim organized
Blue Highway, whose first project,
It’s a Long, Long Road, spent six

months at the top of the Bluegrass
Unlimited charts and won IBMA’s
Album of the Year Award (1996).
For more information about Tim:
www.tim-stafford.com.
Jason Burleson - The original
banjo player with Blue Highway,
Jason is a native of Newland, North
Carolina. A talented multi-instrumentalist, he brings all-around
musicianship to the group, not
the least of which is his distinctive,
rock-solid banjo style.
Rob Ickes - A Northern
California native, Rob moved to
Nashville in 1992 and joined Blue
Highway as a founding member
in 1994. He is recognized as one
of the most innovative Dobro
players on the scene, contributing
signature technique and greatly
expanding the boundaries of the
instrument’s sonic and stylistic territory. He won The International
Bluegrass Music Association’s Dobro Player of the Year award for a
record-setting thirteenth time in
2011; IBMA notes that he is the
most awarded instrumentalist in
the history of the IBMA awards.  
For more information about Rob:
www.robickes.com.
Shawn Lane - One of the
most affecting singers in the business, Shawn cut his musical teeth
in the bands of Ricky Skaggs (who
expressed a special regard for his
tenor singing) and Doyle Lawson,
before joining Blue Highway as a
founding member.
A brilliant musician on mandolin, fiddle, and guitar, he is also a
world-class songwriter.
Wayne Taylor - A gifted songwriter, vocalist, and rock-solid
bassist, Wayne’s Southwest Virginia pedigree adds soul to his singing
and authenticity to his songwriting. A founding member of Blue
Highway, Wayne’s lead vocals are
a signature element of the band’s
sound.
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Michael Cleveland and Flamekeeper
Award-winning fiddler Michael Cleveland brings dynamic
traditional bluegrass to the stage
with his award-winning band,
Flamekeeper, in a show that will
leave the audience talking. A ninetime winner of the International
Bluegrass Music Association’s Fiddle Performer of the Year award,
Mike and his talented band present a program of tight vocal trios
and duos, blistering instrumentals,
and fiddle-and-banjo duets that
echo the first-generation stars of
bluegrass. The show is rounded out
with Mike’s dry wit and the band’s
sense of fun.
Considered one of the premier
bluegrass fiddlers of his generation,
Mike picked up a fiddle at age four,
and his talent was recognized early.
In 1993 he was chosen to be part of
the Bluegrass Youth All Stars. Later
that year Mike made his Grand Ole
Opry debut as a guest of Alison
Krauss. His list of guest appearances over the years is a who’s who
of bluegrass legends including Bill
Monroe, Jim and Jesse, and Ralph

Stanley.
After high school Mike toured
with Dale Ann Bradley and Coon
Creek before joining Rhonda Vincent and The Rage in 2000. At the
2001 IBMA awards, Mike took his
first Fiddle Performer of the Year
award, and shared the title of Entertainer of the Year with Rhonda
Vincent and the Rage. In 2002
Mike rejoined The Dale Ann Bradley Band. That year he won the Fiddle Performer of the Year award and
again in 2004. Since 2006 Mike
has swept the Fiddle Performer of
the Year award, and now has nine.
Mike’s first solo project as a
Rounder recording artist, “Flame
Keeper,” was released in February
2002 and was chosen the IBMA’s
Instrumental Album of the Year.
In 2004, Mike shared the Instrumental Album of the Year award
with Tom Adams for “Tom Adams
and Michael Cleveland Live at the
Ragged Edge,” an album of fiddle
and banjo duets. That was followed
in 2006 by a second solo project,
the award-winning “Let ‘Er Go,

Boys!,” and in 2008 by the first Michael Cleveland and Flamekeeper
CD, “Leavin’ Town.”
Glenn Gibson, vocals, banjo
- An accomplished singer, songwriter, resophonic guitarist and
banjo player, Glenn’s credits as a
sideman include such acts as Dale
Ann Bradley and Karl Shiflett.
Nathan Livers, vocals, mando-

lin - Nathan is an alumnus of Gary
Brewer & The Kentucky Ramblers
and Tony Holt & The Wildwood
Valley Boys. Originally from Louisville, Kentucky, Nathan now lives
in Charlestown, Indiana.
Tyler Griffith, vocals, bass - An
experienced multi-instrumentalist
who has played in several genres
of music throughout the Midwest,

Tyler was raised in Avon, Indiana,
where he lives today.
Joshua Richards, vocals, guitar
- An Indiana native, multi-instrumentalist and songwriter, Joshua
Richards has played in several
bands including 2008 SPBGMA
band contest winner Blue River.
Josh enjoys movies, golf, and sailing.

Michael Cleveland and Flamekeeper.

Della Mae            CBA’s 2013 Emerging Artist
In a relatively short period of
time, Della Mae has become a sensation in the music world. Commanding a powerful collective
chemistry with vocal, instrumental,
and songwriting talent to spare, the
Boston-based combo mines timehonored elements to create music
that’s unmistakably fresh and contemporary.
The group quickly won an enthusiastic following through their
high-energy live performances
at festivals around the country.
The band expanded its reputation
with their self-released first album,
2011’s I Built This Heart, which
won an impressive amount of attention for a D.I.Y. release.
This World Oft Can Be, Della
Mae’s second album and Rounder
debut, shows that like the Avett
Brothers, Lumineers, and Punch
Brothers, these five multitalented
young women are respectful of
American musical tradition, but

not restricted by it, combining centuries’ worth of musical influences
with an emotionally tough, undeniably modern songwriting sensibility.
“The identity that we’ve developed as a band is a melting pot of
our different personalities and backgrounds,” asserts founder, Kimber
Ludiker. After having the idea at
a summer festival, Kimber hand
picked musicians from all over the
country: singer Celia Woodsmith
comes from a blues/rock background, guitarist Courtney Hartman studied at Berklee College of
Music, bassist Shelby Means played
with various bands in Nashville,
and mandolin player Jenni Lyn
Gardner was schooled in traditional bluegrass. Della Mae’s members
hail from all over the United States,
and the five women each bring impressive musical resumes amassed
in their previous ventures.
In addition to playing fes-

tivals and clubs throughout the
United States, Della Mae recently
expanded the scale of its touring
efforts after participating in the
U.S. State Department’s American
Music Abroad program. Selected
as cultural ambassadors, the band
spent 43 days traveling in Pakistan,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan,
where they collaborated with local musicians, taught educational
programs for children, and played
concerts for local audiences.
“It’s been a life-changing experience for us, individually and as
a band,” Ludiker says of the tour.
“A cool thing about playing music
in Central Asian countries is in the
lack of distinction their audience
places between musical genres. We
found that if music is played with
feeling, all people connected to it.
They find themselves smiling and
relating without even understanding the language.”

Selected by the CBA at the IBMA World of Bluegrass in 2012,
Emerging Artist Della Mae.
Indeed, Della Mae demonstrates how effectively music builds
bridges and transcends artificially
constructed borders, whether
they’re national or genre-based.

Front Country
Formed in 2011 as a collective of the Bay Area’s finest
young acoustic talent, Adam Roszkiewicz (mandolin, vocals),
Jacob Groopman (guitar, vocals), Jordan Klein (bandjo, vocals), Leif Karlstrom (fiddle), Melody Walker (guitar, vocals)
and Zach Sharpe (bass) joined forces to play a gig in San Francisco’s Mission District. They quickly found a musical rapport
that was open to challenging arrangements, unique covers
and original songwriting. Their repertoire rapidly expanded
and in January of 2012 Front Country decided to take on a
Bay Area bluegrass tradition and compete in the prestigious
RockyGrass band competition. Since winning that competition Front Country has become the hottest new Bluegrass
band in the Bay Area. With a monthly residency in San Francisco, shows all around California and a host of major Bluegrass festivals in line for the summer, Front Country is poised
to become a nationally recognized act. In February Front
Country released it’s first EP entitled “This is Front Country”.

Front Country.

Ludiker concludes: “All five ladies
are individually driven, and we are
working towards the same goal.
This band definitely feels like a calling, a labor of love.”
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The CBA proudly welcomes a Bluegrass Pioneer!

Melvin Goins and Windy Mountain
Melvin Goins

of event promoter and promoted
many festivals over the years and
even in today’s circuit.
In 1982 Melvin added disc
jockey to his many talents.   Even
today he still
tapes Saturday morning shows
for WSIP in
Paintsville,
KY.   Another honor
that came
to Melvin
in 1982 was
when he won
Bluegrass
Promoter
of the year,
he also won
the award in
Melvin Goins plays Grass Valley for the 1st time. 1983, 1984,
and
also
bluegrass music. From the time he 1985.  In 1992 Melvin became the
played his first radio show in 1951 first Bluegrass Musician ever to apon WKOY in Bluefield, WV to his pear on the cover of the Smithson2009 IBMA Hall of Fame induc- ian magazine along with his grandtion for his time with the Lonesome son Michael.
In 1994 Ray began to have
Pine Fiddlers, Melvin has certainly
cemented his place in the bluegrass some health problems which forced
industry. He formed his first band him to quit touring. After much
in 1953 with his brother Ray, Ber- discussion Ray told Melvin he
nard Dillon, and Joe Meadows to should keep the music going.   Afform the Shenandoah Playboys.   ter much thought he came up with
They would play on WHIS radio in his current name Melvin Goins &
Bluefield and Saturday night they Windy Mountain. The name stems
from a song recorded by The Loneplayed dances.
Later on in 1953, Melvin some Pine Fiddlers.
In 2001 Melvin and his brothwould get his break in the bluegrass
music industry when he joined er Ray were put into the Bill Mon“The Lonesome Pine Fiddlers”. He roe Bluegrass Hall of Fame in Bean
moved to Pikeville, KY with his Blossom, Indiana, this was the
brother Ray and joined the Fiddlers first of many awards to come for
playing on WLSI radio in Pikeville the brothers. Also in 2001 Melvin
as well as playing movie theatres was honored with the Appalachian
locally.   Over the next years Mel- Treasure Award from Morehead
vin was in and out of the business State University. The award is given
while his brother Ray worked sev- to an individual for his or her qualeral jobs as a coal miner, carpenter, ity work and prominence in art,
and in a furniture factory.   For a crafts, music, or literature represenshort while Melvin formed a band tative of Appalachia.
In 2005 Melvin and his brothwith Billy Edwards, Norman Blake,
Bill Lowe, and Louie Proffitt.  They er Ray were put onto the Country
would open shows for Hylo Brown Music Highway in Kentucky. This
and play as his back-up band.   In is a 144 mile stretch of US 23 in
January 1966 Melvin went to work Eastern KY that honors the stars
with Ralph Stanley helping him that were from that area. Stars that
with booking shows. Melvin played have been honored are Loretta
bass with “The Stanley Brothers”, Lynn, Billy Ray Cyrus, Dwight Yodid some comedy work and was akam, Patty Loveless, Keith Whitgiven the nickname “Big Wilbur” ley, Hylo Brown, and many others.
Even through all the awards
by Carter Stanley.   Carter Stanley
passed in December of 1966, but Melvin has carried on the tradiMelvin stayed on with Ralph and tional sounds of Bluegrass music.  
the Clinch Mountain Boys until Having notably famous country
artist Tom T. Hall write a song
1969.
In 1969, Melvin and Ray got called Dancing in the Dirt for one
back together and formed the of his current CD’s by the same
“Goins Brothers”. The Goins Broth- title.  The highlight of his nearly 60
ers became a permanent act playing year career though came in 2009  
festivals and recorded twenty al- when he received a call from Eddie
bums over the next 30 years. Mel- Stubbs of the Grand Ole Opry tellvin has helped the careers of such ing him that “The Lonesome Pine
bluegrass musicians as Dave Evans, Fiddlers” were being inducted into
Glen Duncan, and Charlie Size- the IBMA Bluegrass Hall of Fame.
more. Other musicians that have On the stage of the Old Ryman Auplayed with him are Buddy Grif- ditorium Melvin Goins, Bobby Osfin, John Rigsby, John McNeely, borne, and Paul Williams received
and James Price just to name a few. a standing ovation worthy of true
In 1971 Melvin took on the role pioneers in the Bluegrass Industry.
A pioneer is defined as one
who is among the earliest in any
field or profession. Melvin Goins
would be one of those pioneers in

In 2011 Melvin & Ray Goins were
inducted into the Kentucky Music Hall of Fame along with Keith
Whitley, Patty Loveless, Steve
Wariner, Molly O’Day and several
others highlighting an over 60 year
career in bluegrass music. So is Melvin Goins a pioneer in the bluegrass
industry? I think that question has
already been answered. YES

for Richard Bennett & Bluetowne
& recorded on his “Walkin Down
The LIne” album with Tony Rice.
He then received an offer to play
mandolin for  Unlimited Tradition
along with Jack Hicks,Ray Craft,&
Danny Cripple, whom together
won the 1996 S.P.B.G.M.A. band
contest. He then moved on to play
with dave evans & river bend.  After
his dad passed away he quit playing
bluegrass & started a family. After
a few years he started slowly back
pickin for Clyde Bowling   & the
southern bluegrass boys for a few
years till his unfortunate passing.
He has also played for The Glenn
Ritchie Band.In 2013 he received
a call to play for Melvin Goins &
Windy Mountain and loves playing
traditional bluegrass music with
him and the boys of Windy Mountain.

Bryan Goins.

Bryan Goins

rhythm guitar & vocals.
This young musician/songwriter has been around bluegrass
since the time he was born. With
the influences of his uncles, The
Goins Brothers, Melvin & Ray
Goins and The Goins Brothers II
Edition as well as The Bluegrass
Album Band Lester & Earl and
The Stanley Brothers he knows
the traditional sounds of bluegrass.
Growing up going to the festivals
and shows his uncles would play, he
grew to love the music and knows
that he is meant to keep the name
Goins going in bluegrass.

Ken Blanton.

Ken Blanton

mandolin & vocals.
Ken started playing when
he was 14 just around close home
until he got with Sam Wilson and
the Bluegrass Colonels at the age
of 16 until I was 18.  He then began playing at Dollywood in Pigeon Forge, TN for 2 years with
keith garrett who now plays for
the Boxcars.After dollywood he
came back home & started playing

Bobby Maynard.

Bobby Maynard

banjo & vocals
For over thirty years, Bobby
Maynard has played the music
that he loves. An accomplished
musician on banjo, fiddle, guitar,
mandolin, and bass, Bobby has
produced three solo CDs, “Gospel
Pickin,” “It’s What I Do,” and “Holly Jolly Pickin’.” All of these recordings feature Bobby playing all the
instruments. In June 2004, Bobby
and his band, Bobby Maynard &
Breakdown, released a new CD
“Sounds Like Hillbillies.” Bobby’s
newest project is entitled “Livin’
Lovin’ Laughin’” and features 13
tracks, including 11 original songs
written by Bobby. The songs on the
new CD offer the listener a great
variety from toe-tapping to touching to humorous, with two fresh
and flaming instrumentals.
On October 23, 2010, Bobby
taped an appearance on RFDTV’s
Shotgun Red Variety Show in Branson, Missouri. Bobby performed
“Go Getter,” a crowd favorite and
one of his original songs on Livin’
Lovin’ Laughin’. Also in 2010, Livin’ Lovin’ Laughin’ was nominated
for Best Traditional Bluegrass Album of the Year by the Rural Roots
Music Commission.
On August 31, 2008, Bobby was
honored by being inducted into the
West Virginia Country Music Hall
of Fame in Berkeley Springs, West
Virginia. Other 2008 inductees
included Hawkshaw Hawkins and
Charlie McCoy.
In 2008, Bobby signed with

Lamon Records in Nashville,
Tennessee, and his “Livin’ Lovin’
Laughin’” CD is out on the Lamon
label. The first cut on the CD, “East
to West Virginia,” is a featured
video on LamonRecords.com, with
the single released in May 2009.
The video can also be viewed at
BobbyMaynard.com and YouTube.
com.
Bobby’s professional career
encompasses a broad range of
musical styles, including playing
in approximately 45 states and
Canada with artists such as Dolly
Parton, Lee Greenwood, The Jordanaires, Little Jimmy Dickens,
Johnny Russell, Helen Cornelius,
Ava Barber, Jack Greene, Jean
Shepard, Billy Walker, Don Rigsby, Dry Branch Fire Squad, Melvin Goins and Windy Mountain,
The Lewis Family, Ernie Thacker,
and many others. In addition,
Bobby worked as a fulltime musician at two theme parks, Dollywood, in Pigeon Forge, Tennessee and Six Flags Fiesta Texas, in
San Antonio, Texas.
Notable performances include the Grand Ole Opry;
Philadelphia Folk Festival; Wintergrass Festival in Tacoma,
Washington; Strawberry Festival
in Yosemite, California; and the
Withlacoochee Bluegrass Festival in Dunnellon, Florida. At
the 2000 Vandalia Gathering in
Charleston, West Virginia, Bobby won first place in the West Virginia State Banjo Contest playing
bluegrass banjo. Bobby’s CDs are
featured at the prestigious Tamarack in Beckley, West Virginia.
In May of 2002, the Tamarack
named Bobby its 2002 Performing Artist of the Year. In April
2004, Bobby earned the “TOP
SALES PRODUCER” Award at
the Tamarack for the outstanding
sale of his CDs.
When not on the road,
Bobby stays busy teaching music
lessons in Huntington, West Virginia. Bobby has been teaching
since the age of fifteen and enjoys
opening up the world of music
to his students. He offers private
lessons and also conducts workshops throughout the country.

David Bowling.

David Bowling

bass & vocals
David Bowling sings and plays
bass for Windy Mountain.
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Grasslands

Little Black Train

48 Hour Showcase Showdown winner Grasslands. See them
perform on the Pioneers Stage: Thursday 5:55-6:45.
Grasslands is a Southern California premier bluegrass band made
up of 5 multi-talented veterans of
music. Members in the group have
toured throughout the United
States and overseas. Grasslands has
played at include the Huck Finn
Jubilee and Parkfield festivals.
Grasslands has an eclectic repertoire that covers a wide variety
of music and takes inspiration not
only from traditional Bluegrass,
but from Swing, Country, Western, and Rock-N-Roll classics, all
performed in a bluegrass fashion.
The members of Grasslands
are: Shelah Spiegel plays fiddle,
has toured, worked on stage plays
and is a music educator; Jim Cooper, plays guitar and is well-known

P-

in the Los Angeles music scene;
Tim O’Brien, plays resonator slide
guitar (Dobro) and has played
and recorded locally; Kevin Gore,
plays banjo and has toured and recorded; and Fred Wade, plays bass,
and has toured and recorded. They
represent the best of the Orange,
Los Angeles and Kern Counties’
bluegrass musicians. This combination of instrumentation allows
Grasslands to fit their style of music for any occasion, from large
productions, to intimate acoustic
back-yard parties. Grasslands also
features lead vocalists who blend
their voices in varying harmony
structures to complement one another throughout their list of material.

Kids On Bluegrass

What do you get when you
mash up a virtuosic bluegrass
mandolinist, a traditional Irish
fiddler, and an old-timey songster? Kenny Blackwell (mandolin
and guitar), John Weed (fiddle),
and Stuart Mason (guitar, banjo,
and mandola) are the bluegrassroots trio Little Black Train. From
Depression-era gospel and blues
to Appalachian and Celtic dance
tunes, they dig up the roots of
bluegrass that traveled to America
from Ireland and Scotland in the
19th century. Avid practitioners
of the time-honored folk process,
they combine new words and
melodies with traditional songs
from sources such as the Carter
Family, Dock Boggs, and Charlie
Poole. On the instrumental side,
they mine fiddle tunes from archival sources in West Virginia,
Ireland, and Scotland.
The members of Little Black Train have appeared in various groups all over the world. Kenny
Blackwell worked closely with renowned fiddler
Richard Green and performed on stage with Vern
Williams. With Molly’s revenge, Stuart Mason and
John Weed have appeared on festival stages from
Glasgow, Scotland to Shanghai, China. They also
present workshops and classes, including The Roots
of Bluegrass, and Regional Fiddle Styles from Ireland to Appalachia.
Mandolinist Kenny Blackwell, who studied
with the legendary Jethro Burns, has been a fixture
in the West Coast bluegrass scene since the late ’80s.
He is known for his extensive studio work on various
projects, as well as his collaborations with progressive fiddler Richard Greene and his membership in
the Laurel Canyon Ramblers, a legendary California
bluegrass outfit. Nowdays, when he’s not riding the
Train, he performs with Dorian Michael, The Mystery Trees, The Demos, and Plan A.
An accomplished fiddler across genres, John
Weed has lived in Ireland and immersed himself in
the traditional styles of Clare and Donegal. The result

Little Black Train.
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is an old-time Irish fiddling style that compliments
his forays into bluegrass, swing, and other American
music. A classically trained violinist, John leverages
his understanding of the instrument to coax emotion
from every tune. John also performs regularly with
well-known Celtic group Molly’s Revenge and the
Cajun combo Sons of Fortune. Film credits include
fiddle tracks for NBC adaptation of Anita Shreve’s
novel The Pilot’s Wife.
Guitarist Stuart Mason is known for his authentic vocals, melodic mandola, and inability to hold his
whiskey. When he picks up the banjo, he plays in the
older clawhammer and two-finger styles. A native of
West Virginia, Stuart has won awards for traditional
singing (Goleta Old-Time Fiddler’s Convention),
mandola (Topanga Banjo and Fiddle Contest), and
songwriting (West Coast Songwriter’s Association).
In 2009 a song from his solo release Appalachian
Bride was selected from among 286 entries to appear
on the first New Times Music Awards Compilation
CD. Stuart tours extensively with Molly’s Revenge
and holds down a weekly residency in San Luis
Obispo with the Old-Time Fiddle and Banjo Show.

Lonesome Holler String Band

Stars like Bradley Walker, shown here, often sit in with KOB.
For the 23rd year in a row the
Kids on Bluegrass will be performing once again on the main stage
at the Fathers Day Festival in Grass
Valley on Friday at 5:10 PM and
on Saturday at 5:10 PM. Under the
direction of Frank Solivan and his
staff, The Kids on Bluegrass (KOB)
have provided some great entertainment over the years and promises to
do so again this year!
Over the years, we have
watched many of these kids grow up
into world class performers that we
are all proud of. There is no doubt
in my mind that the time spent in
the Kids on Bluegrass program is
very instrumental in kids developing not only their musicianship but

their self confidence and self esteem.
Today, because of this program, we
can watch future bluegrass stars in
the making, more kids that may
someday grace our stages as professional performers. Won’t you please
come and enjoy the show that these
wonderful kids want to present to
you?
You are also welcome to stop by
the rehearsal area in the tent area to
watch how we put this show together.   Rehearsals begin on Thursday
morning at 10:00 Am and continue
until to the last show on Saturday.
If you have a child that might like
to participate please bring them to
meet with Frank Solivan. Please join
us for the Kids On Bluegrass!

The Lonesome Holler String
Band (consisting of Evan Morgan
on guitar, Steve Wharton on banjos and autoharp, Chris Carney on
fiddle and mandolin, and Sue Walters on bass (“...and they all sing
real good too...”) is dedicated to
preserving and playing the Southern rural music of the 1920’s, 30’s
and 40’s”.
Using the vocals harmonies
and separate soloing of the emering bluegrass bands of the day, they
push the boundaries of Old Time
music and create a unique blend of
sound not often heard today.
Evan Morgan has the uncanny
ability to play many different styles
of guitar from Chuck Berry and
Kurt Cobain to Django Reinhardt,
Clarence White and Riley Pucket
(and make them all sound genuine). We’re lucky to have such a fine
musician in this band.
Steve Wharton is the professor of the band. He knows more
about old time music than anyone
I know. He can even decipher the
lyrics from old 78’s and he’s been
playing old time music for more

Lonesome Holler String Band.
years than even he can remember.
Chris Carney grew up playing
music. He started early playing all
the brass and woodwind instruments through high school and college but finally came to his senses
and settled on the fiddle in the late
1970’s and has been playing Old

Time and Celtic music ever since.
Sue Walters has been playing
bass and fiddle for more than 30
years and is a stalwart of the San
Francisco Bluegrass scene having
played with many of the best bands
in the area. We’re lucky to have her
in the band.
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CBA Music Camp
All-Stars

Red Dog Ash

Red Dog Ash.

Red Dog Ash is the product
of uncontrolled coal fires. It conjures images of coal mining and hot
burns, hard work and honest existence, life and death heating up and
cooling down. And by extension it
solicits associations with family and
land, love and loss, hope and despair,
tragic pasts and new starts—that is,
everything we care about, everything
that bids the muses an invitation to
drop in and set to song. That’s why
we took Red Dog Ash for a name,
found it fitting for our original neotraditional music so clearly rooted
in bluegrass, but friendly with the
wider sounds of folk, country, gospel, blues, and the new acoustic
genre. Red Dog Ash plays original
and classic bluegrass music, harddriving tunes and beautiful waltzes
featuring tight harmonies, hot licks,
and high-lonesome mountain soul.
Banjo player Dixon Smith
began his bluegrass career in Connecticut in 1964, moved to MinOak Grove.
nesota in 1968, and began making
guitar in 2005, he switched to banjo wasn’t really looking to join a his living playing bluegrass in 1977.
for the benefit of the family band, band.   But as Bob and the boys He bought his Gibson Mastertone
and, as a student of Bill Evans, has were drawn more deeply into blue- banjo new from Gibson in 1964
become a fine young picker on the grass, she saw the writing on the and has played the same instrument
five-string.   He is equally comfort- wall, and somewhat reluctantly for forty-seven years. The banjo
able on upright bass, which he plays accepted a rental bass that Bob players who have influenced him
in his high school jazz band. He brought home one night.  To her the most are Bill Emerson and Allen
was selected as the only bassist in surprise and delight, she soon Shelton, whose drive and bounce
the California All-State Honor Jazz found that, not only was she able he has always admired. Dixon reto hold down a steady downbeat, corded the soundtrack for a feature
Band in 2013.
Tessa Schwartz. A third grader, but she enjoyed it, too.  A venture motion picture, Wilderness Calling,
Tessa joined the band just a few into singing soon followed, and in 1970. Full-time work came with
weeks after her first fiddle lesson now Gail provides a solid bass line The String Drifters (1977), who
in the spring of 2009, when she for the band at every gig, as well as performed for Garrison Keillor on
announced to her parents that she some soulful lead vocals on a song A Prairie Home Companion, broadwanted to play at their next gig.  Up or two. She has attended music cast live every Saturday on Amerito the mic she came, and she hasn’t camp where she studied with Lisa can Public Radio; their bassist,
looked back, soaking up new fiddle Burns, Claire Lynch and Trish Ga- Tim O’Brien, joined Hot Rize the
tunes like a sponge absorbs water.   gnon.
following year. Dixon worked as a
Bob Schwartz. When Bob’s studio musician in Minneapolis reHaving a nine-year old in your band
requires a fair degree of flexibility eyes were first opened to bluegrass cording studios from 1969 through
-- Tessa likes to play a few tunes, at a festival in the summer of 2005, the 1980s. He moved to England
then sprawl on stage behind us with he could only dream that someday in 1994 and joined The New Esa book or run off to play with a he’d have his entire family pick- sex Bluegrass Band, with whom he
friend.  She has also received various ing and singing with him.   But travelled as far afield as Holland.
awards for her fiddling, including the dream took shape, and a year He moved to Fresno, California, in
1st place in the 2010 Santa Clara later the family was performing at November 2007. Master of the fiveValley Fiddlers’ Association’s Youth the Walnut Creek Farmers Market.   string, Dixon channels the bluegrass
Fiddle Contest and 2nd in the 2012 Bob provides steady rhythm guitar tradition.
Cloverdale Old Time Fiddle Festi- as well as lead and harmony vocals,
Gary Vessel grew up steeped in
val. We don’t quite know where this and still pinches himself at every the sounds of bluegrass and classic
is going to lead, but she’s having a gig to make sure that he’s not just country music, but he paid his dues
great time, so watch out for her in dreaming.  As far as Bob knows, he with the classical traditions as well
is the only lawyer in the country beginning at age ten when he startthe years ahead!
Gail Miles. Until 2005, Gail specializing in employee benefits ed playing violin. Seven years later,
had no musical experience, and who has a family bluegrass band.
Gary enrolled in the Violin Making

CBA Music Camp Allstars from a previous Father’s Day Festival.

Oak Grove
We are a family bluegrass band
-- the Schwartz family from Walnut Creek, California, featuring the
nimble picking of brothers Nate
and Max on mandolin and banjo,
and their sizzling little sister, Tessa,
on fiddle.    Parents Bob and Gail
provide solid rhythm on guitar and
bass.    We like a lot of different bluegrass styles -- from the traditional
songs of Bill Monroe and the Stanley Brothers to the more progressive
styles that Nate and Max are drawn
to.   We all like to sing, and you’re
likely to hear several different vocal combinations during one of our
performances.    We usually play at
farmers markets, concert venues and
various private events in the East
Bay, but during the summer we like
to play at California State Parks, and
we have played for audiences in Santa Cruz, Marin, and in the redwood
forests of Humboldt County.   With
three kids growing up (and improving) so fast, our sound changes every
season, so come on out and catch us
(or hire us!) when you can -- we try
hard to entertain and we hope you’ll
be mighty pleased with what you
hear.
Nate Schwartz. A senior at
Northgate High School, Nate has
developed into one of the top young
mandolin players in California, and
he’s no slouch on guitar, either. In
fact, he was selected as the only jazz
guitarist in the California All-State
Honor Jazz Band in 2012. He sings
lead and harmony vocals and is an
excellent arranger. Nate has had the
benefit of some excellent mandolin teachers along the way -- John
Blasquez, Tom Bekeny and Dix
Bruce -- and he’s had the privilege
of performing onstage with Dix,
Jim Nunally, Bill Evans and Megan
Lynch.  In 2009 and 2010, Nate was
selected as one of just two dozen
youths from around the country to
perform at the International Bluegrass Music Association’s “Fan Fest”
in Nashville, Tennessee.
Max Schwartz. Just in 9th
grade, Max plays and sings way beyond his years.  After starting out on

Each year, prior to the Father’s
Day Festival, the California Bluegrass Association produces a world
class instructional music camp.
The CBA Music Camp provides a
chance for aspiring bluegrass and
old-time musicians to spend several days learning from some of
the most respected professionals in
their fields. The Camp hires teachers from all over the nation and an
effort is made to draw artists from
the ranks of the Father’s Day Festival performers. The CBA likes to
share a bit of the Camp experience
with the Festival audience. An impromptu band is put together using
instructors from the Music Camp
to give festival attendees a feel for
the vitality and fun that comes
when great performers collaborate.
This year the Music Camp All
Stars will include some of the best
and brightest bluegrass and old
time artists in the nation - who just
happen to be teachers at our camp!
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School of America in Salt Lake City,
graduating in 1988. After apprenticing for two years in Germany and
another two in Seattle, he opened his
first shop in 1991 in Salt Lake City.
While in SLC, Gary built awardwinning violins, violas, and cellos,
judged by The Violin Society of
America. Then in 2001 he returned
to his musical roots, picking up the
mandolin for fun—and of course,
building one as well. What started
out as a hobby turned into an auspicious beginning when David Grisman bought Gary’s first mandolin.
And it turned out to bode well for
Red Dog Ash, too, where his fine
luthier work is matched by tasteful,
distinguished playing. Gary now
divides his time between mandolin
building, running his violin shop
in Modesto, and conversations with
John Duffey.
Hailing from the City of
Angels, Elijah Arrigotti grew up
steeped in a melting pot of cultures
and musical styles. After years of
searching for just the right instrument of musical expression, Elijah
settled on the upright bass and
soon found his place in the world
of bluegrass and acoustic music.
Providence brought him together
with the members of Red Dog Ash
where this journey began.
Jason Winfree grew up in West
Virginia and eventually moved to
Nashville, TN, where he cultivated
a love for bluegrass music. Evenings at the Station Inn (where he
regularly saw Gillian Welch, Dave
Rawlings, Roland White, Tim
O’Brien, Darrell Scott, and the
McCoury brothers) and the Ryman Auditorium were hard habits
to break when he left Nashville for
Berlin, Germany in 1999. Much
to his surprise, one cool October
night he heard the ancient tones
emanating from Monadis Kneipe,
a bar on Leibnizstraße that has
since become a swinger’s club. Fortune smiled on him that night as
he was befriended by the Sieker
Band, who invited him to pick
some tunes and encouraged him
to cultivate his own singing and
playing. In 2004 Jason co-founded
Bluegrass Conspiracy in Turlock,
CA, which morphed into Red Dog
Ash in 2010. Jason plays rhythm
and lead guitar and sings a high,
lonesome lead vocal.
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Special Consensus

Special Consensus.
The Special Consensus is a four
person acoustic bluegrass band that
began performing in the Midwest in
the spring of 1975.
The first band album was released
in 1979 when the band began touring on a national basis. In 1984,
The Special Consensus initiated the
Traditional American Music (TAM)
Program in schools across the country and began appearing on cable
television and National Public Radio
shows. The band has since appeared
on TV many times
The band has been featured in
cover stories of the renowned bluegrass publication Bluegrass Unlimited
in 1998, 2005 and 2010 and several
of the band recordings have received
Highlight Reviews and appeared on
the National Bluegrass Survey chart

in that publication.
Rick Faris plays mandolin and
sings lead, baritone, tenor and high
baritone vocals.
Rick is actually known in the
world of bluegrass music as an awardwinning guitar player. Born in Iowa,
raised in Arkansas and Missouri,
Rick and his family moved to Kansas
in 1991 and he started playing with
the Faris Family Bluegrass Band in
1998. Although guitar was his first
instrument (he began playing when
he was 7 years old), Rick also plays
dobro, banjo and mandolin. The
Faris Family band toured extensively
throughout the USA and Canada and
was awarded Traditional Bluegrass
Group of the Year, Instrumental
Group of the Year, Vocal Group of the
Year and Entertaining Group of the

Year several times by the Society for
the Preservation of Bluegrass Music
in America (SPBGMA). Rick was
awarded the SPBGMA Midwest Guitar Performer of the Year in 2005 and
2008. He was one of the first teachers
at the Americana Music Academy in
Lawrence, Kansas(where he remained
a teacher of guitar and dobro for five
years). When not on the road, Rick
spends his “spare time” as an excellent luthier, building guitars (there
is a year waiting list for his guitars),
dobros and mandolins. Rick joined
The Special Consensus in 2009 and
appeared on the 2010 band recording
“35.”
David Thomas plays bass and
sings lead, baritone, tenor and high
baritone vocals.
David was born and raised in
Limestone County, Alabama and he
moved to Nashville in 2008. His interest in music was sparked by listening
to the country band of his uncle and
great uncles in the 1980s. David began
playing the guitar at the age of twelve
and his grandfather began taking him
to bluegrass music concerts when
he was in his early teens. He began
playing the mandolin at the age of
seventeen and the bass at nineteen.
David played guitar, mandolin and
bass in regional Alabama-based
bands throughout his teenage years
and he co-founded a bluegrass band
called Roanoke (playing mandolin)
in 2003. That band competed in and
won many bluegrass band contests
throughout the southern states until

David joined The Special Consensus
in 2006. He has appeared on three of
the band recordings (including the
2010 release “35”) and on the 2011
instructional DVD release Bluegrass
Jamming Essentials with Adam Steffe,
Tim Stafford, Megan Lynch and Bill
Evans.
Greg Cahill plays banjo and sings
baritone and tenor harmony vocals.
Chicago born and bred, he has
been playing bluegrass banjo since
the early 1970s. Greg co-founded
The Special Consensus in Chicago
in 1975 and has continued to tour
nationally and internationally with
the band since the late 1970s. In 1984,
he created the Traditional American
Music (TAM) Program to introduce
students of all ages to bluegrass music. He has appeared on all 15 of The
Special Consensus recordings, on
numerous recordings by other artists
and on many national television and
radio commercial jingles. Greg has
also released three recordings: “Lone
Star” (1980, with guests Jethro Burns
and Byron Berline); “Blue Skies”
(1992, with Chicago mandolinist
Don Stiernberg); and “Night Skies”
(1998, with Don Stiernberg and
guests Sam Bush, Glen Duncan and
Tom Boyd). He has also recorded and
toured European countries with the
ChowDogs (Slavek Hanzlik, Dallas
Wayne and Ollie O’Shea). In addition
to conducting workshops at festivals,
teaching at the Old Town School of
Folk Music in Chicago and teaching
banjo at music camps nationally and

internationally, Greg has released four
banjo instructional DVDs. He served
on the Nashville-based International
Bluegrass Music Association (IBMA)
Board of Directors from 1998-2010
(Board Chair/President 2006-2010)
and was awarded the prestigious
IBMA Distinguished Achievement
Award in 2011. Greg was also appointed to the Board of Directors
of the Nashville-based Foundation
for Bluegrass Music in 2007 and was
elected President of the organization
in 2011.
Dustin Benson plays guitar and
sings lead, tenor, baritone and bass
vocals.
He was raised in Jasper, Alabama,
where he “grew up” on bluegrass music. His father taught him to play the
guitar when he was 12 years old; he
began playing the mandolin when he
was 16 and joined his father’s band as
the mandolin player when he was 17.
Dustin moved to Nashville in 2002
and has played  and toured with many
of the more renowned bands in the
world of bluegrass music, including
Valerie Smith and Liberty Pike, the
Alecia Nugent Band, the Larry Stephenson Band (for over four years),
Bradley Walker, and most recently
Lorraine Jordan and Carolina Road
(playing guitar and bass). He was
nominated for Guitar Player of the
Year by the Society for the Preservation of Bluegrass Music in America
(SPBGMA) in 2010 and he endorses
Mike Long guitars. Dustin joined The
Special Consensus in 2011.
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The Larry Stephson Band

The Larry Stephenson Band.
spent 4 ½ years with Bill Harrell &
The Virginians. And in 1983 joined
the famed Bluegrass Cardinals for 5
½ years. This combination has been
called “...one of the classic lineups of
the Bluegrass Cardinals”. Recording
with both groups.
In 1992 Larry moved to Nashville,
Tennessee and since then, The Larry
Stephenson Band has toured widely,
recorded frequently, nurturing it’s
own sound, based on Larry’s crystal
clear, easily recognizable tenor voice,
while providing a
musical home for
some of the finest
sidemen in contemporar y bluegrass history. Many
appearance’s on the
Grand Ole Opry
and RFD TV have
made The Larry Stephenson Band a fan
favorite all across
the US and Canada. In 1996, Stephenson was made
a member of the
Virginia Country
Music Hall of Fame
by the Virginia Folk
Music Association.
While Larr y
Stephenson is best
known as a touring musician whose
voice sets a standard
of melody, clarity,
and storytelling, he
has had an active
and well-awarded
recording career.
He recorded with
Webco Records and
then spent eighteen
years with PinecasSelling & Repairing Fretted Instruments Since 1969
tle Records, releasing eighteen CD’s
during that period.
Signature songs in
/DPEHUW$YH3DOR$OWR&DOLIRUQLD
Larry Stephenson’s
vast catalog include
650-493-2131
“Patches,” “Yes, I
See God,” “Clinch
check out the latest soundclips and videos on our website:
Mounta in Myswww.gryphonstrings.com
tery,” “Many Hills

Highly regarded as one of bluegrass music’s finest high lead and tenor
vocalist, Larry Stephenson has been a
headliner for over twenty years. Larry
formed his band in 1989 while living
in his home state of Virginia. Stephenson has been a touring bluegrass
musician since he played with his Dad
beginning in the middle seventies.
Born in Harrisonburg, VA and raised
in King George, his Dad started him
on the mandolin at age five, cutting his
first record at age 13. He credits the

rich music scene of Virginia for much
of his musical success, having seen and
heard the first generation bluegrass
performers at festivals, shows, and on
the radio. After high school graduation, he worked and recorded with
Cliff Waldron and Leon Morris while
soaking up the Washington, D.C. rich
musical scene, which included cutting
edge bands like The Country Gentlemen and The Seldom Scene as well
as traditional bluegrass and old-time
music. Moving onward in 1979 Larry

Gryphon Stringed Instruments

Of Time”, “The Knoxville Girl”,
“The Knoxville Boy,” The Pretty
Blue Dress” and “The Violet and
the Rose.” Another Stephenson fan
favorite is his version of Bill Monroe’s
classic “Mule Skinner Blues,” often
performed as an encore and showcasing his flexible and reliable tenor
voice. These songs, always delivered
with commitment and conviction
are often requested in his live performances at festivals, concerts, and
other appearances.
While many other Stephenson’s
songs from most of his recordings
have charted, 2004 brought a hilight as “Clinch Mountain Mystery”
reached #1 on the bluegrass charts.
This veteran performer continues to
deliver new and fresh material while
never straying far from his deep
traditional roots. Throughout his
now over twenty-year career fronting his own band, and almost forty
years as a major, touring performer,
Larry Stephenson has been well-recognized and awarded by fans and his
peers in the recording industry. He’s
been named Male Vocalist of the Year
at SPBGMA (The Society for the
Preservation of Bluegrass Music in
America) five times. His 2010 award
winning release “20th Anniversary”
on his own label Whysper Dream
Music, included guest performers like
Ricky Skaggs, Connie Smith, Marty
Stuart, Del McCoury, Dale Ann
Bradley, Dudley Connell, and Sonny
Osborne. “Give This Message to Your
Heart” with Dailey and Vincent won
Recorded Event of the Year from
IBMA (International Bluegrass Music Association) in the same year. In
2011, he signed a recording contract
with Nashville based, premier label
Compass Records.
Larry lives on the outskirts of
Nashville, TN with his wife Dreama,
an accomplished child photographer
and hairdresser, and their longawaited and much-loved daughter.
Kenny Ingram, banjo and vocals,
started his new endeavors with Larry
Stephenson at the top of the New
Year, 01-01-2009. He began playing
banjo at age twelve. He first became
interested in playing banjo by watching the Flatt & Scruggs TV show. This
interest lead to his parents purchasing
him his first banjo. As a teenager he
played dances in and around Dickson, TN. Then his first professional
job was with James Monroe and The
Midnight Ramblers, bringing him to
May of 1972 where he began playing
with Jimmy Martin and The Sunny
Mountain Boys. Later, in October
of 1973 he went to work with Lester
Flatt & The Nashville Grass, which
would gain him world acclaim from
their appearances each week day
morning on The Martha White Show
broadcast on WSM radio in Tennessee. Afterwards, Kenny was led to
rejoin Jimmy Martin in June 1978
and remained a band member until
1980. During the years, 1981 - 1986
he then worked with Curly Seckler, a
former band member of Lester Flatt’s
who had taken over as bandleader of
the former Lester Flatt band. Kenny
went on to play locally with friends
and at church functions during 1986
-2001 where he enjoyed being at

home off the road, spending time with
his wife Kaye and children; Kenneth
Michael, Mary and Laura. But found
himself in November 2001 returning
to the road and touring with Rhonda
Vincent’s stage band, the Rage. This
of course has led him to now tour with
the award winning Larry Stephenson
Band. Kenny stated “this is an exciting time, and I’m looking forward to
playing with Larry Stephenson and
the group”.  The band is also thrilled
to have this wonderful addition and
welcomes Kenny’s trade-mark hard
driving style on banjo and his great
vocals.   Be on the listen for those
wonderful quartets the band has to
offer.  Back to Top
Danny Stewart, upright bass and
vocals, a wonderful addition to the the
Larry Stephenson Band, is originally
from Northeastern Pennsylvania and
has been playing bluegrass since the
age of eight. Introduced into the
music by his father, a fine mandolin
player, Danny has played in several
regional bands throughout the Pennsylvania area as a teenager. Danny is
an accomplished bass player, but also
is very proficient on the banjo and
guitar as well. He had the opportunity of playing with Danny Paisley
and Southern Grass while a senior in
high school on various tours. Stewart
decided to pursue his bluegrass music
in 2007 after graduating high school,
by moving to Johnson City, Tennessee and being a part of East Tennessee State University’s Bluegrass, Old
Time, and County Music Program.
He is a 2011 graduate and now teaches
bass and guitar at the college. Danny
has had the privilege of playing with
many bluegrass acts, including Karl
Shiflett and Big Country Show, Ralph
Stanley, Jesse McReynolds, Raymond
McLain, and Roni Stoneman before
leading to his full-time position now
with the Larry Stephenson Band. Off
the road you may find him spending
time with his new wife Ashley whom
he married in January 2013 during a
beautiful beach wedding.
Colby Laney, guitar and vocals,
the newest addition, joined the Larry
Stephenson Band in May 2012. He
began playing fiddle at age five, and
guitar at age eleven. He remembers his
father, Barte, making music around
the home when he was a young child.
Barte played mandolin, fiddle and
guitar, and helped establish Colby’s
musical roots. Growing up, he listened to his Dad’s vinyl collection,
bluegrass tapes as well as CD’s, and has
too many musical heroes to list. During high school he met many friends
and musicians in the Western North
Carolina region including brotherin-law, friend and musical influence
Aaron Ramsey (Mountain Heart).
Colby played in several regional bands
before going to college in Johnson
City, TN. After attending ETSU
for one semester, he was fortunate
to travel with the ETSU Pride Band.
Before joining the LSB, he performed
with acts like Mountain Heart, Alecia
Nugent, Next Best Thing and Volume
Five. Colby plays mandolin and bass
as well, and also enjoys writing songs.
Colby is very excited to have the opportunity to be playing with the Larry
Stephenson Band.
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Tom, Brad and Alice
Long-time friends Tom Sauber, Brad Leftwich, and Alice Gerrard have, over the years, established
their musical mark as individuals.
In 1994, after several fun summer
months of jamming together at
camps and festivals, liking what they
heard, and feeling a kindred musical
connection, they decided to combine forces as Tom, Brad & Alice.
Tom Sauber does it all, and
you won’t hear anyone do it better.
He’s a master musician in a variety of
styles, a multi-instrumentalist (banjo, fiddle, guitar, and mandolin) and
singer, well grounded in tradition,
with a comprehensive grasp of style
and an exceptional ability to teach.
In the 30-plus years Tom has
devoted to playing traditional
music, the cast of characters with
whom he has associated reads like
a who’s who in old-time, bluegrass,
and Cajun music. He is particularly known for his long-time partnerships with Oklahoma fiddler
Earl Collins (with whom he recorded the classic LP That’s Earl)
and North Carolina banjo picker
Eddie Lowe, both now deceased.
Old-time fans have heard Tom’s
music on his recently released CD
with harmonica virtuoso Mark Graham (Thought I Heard it Blow),
on his recording with Dirk Powell
and John Herrmann (One-Eyed
Dog), or through his performances
with former Fuzzy Mountain String
Band members Blanton Owen and
Tom Carter. Bluegrassers know
of his work with Byron Berline,

John Hickman, and Alan Munde.
He has also performed with cowboy musician Skip Gorman, and
Cajun accordionists Joe Simien,
Wilfred Latour, and Jo-el Sonnier.
He has even appeared on a recent
Weird Al Yankowitz recording.
Tom’s contributions to traditional
music include hosting a radio show
for 12 years on station KPFK in Los
Angeles. He holds a masters degree
in folklore, and contributed musical
analyses to the notes for two landmark recordings: the anthology of
Mississippi fiddle music Great Big
Yam Potatoes, and Eck Robertson,
Famous Cowboy Fiddler. He is
also an exceptional teacher who is
in demand at the major traditional
music workshops across the country.
A native of southern California,
Tom has helped bring authentic traditional music to the film industry.
In the late 1970s, Ry Cooder and David Lindley recruited him for a role
as a musician in The Long Riders.
He has also appeared in Bound for
Glory, Geronimo, and the television
show Dr. Quinn, Medicine Woman.
Brad Leftwich’s music is a
direct link to the traditions of the
southern Appalachian and Ozark
regions. He grew up hearing the
old-time music of his father, grandfather, and great-uncle, and learned
in person from many of the last great
traditional musicians from the turn
of the 20th century. A noted fiddler,
banjo player, and singer, Brad has
been performing since 1975, both
solo and in bands including Plank

Road, Leftwich & Higginbotham,
the Humdingers, Tom, Brad and
Alice, and the Hogwire Stringband.
Recordings of his music appear on
the County, Copper Creek, and
Rounder labels, and he has published instructional materials with
Homespun Tapes and Mel Bay Publications — in fact, he counts the
late country music star Buck Owens
among the enthusiastic students of
his instructional videos. Brad has
won the fiddle contest at the Appalachian String Band Music Festival in Clifftop, West Virginia, and
his fiddling has been acclaimed by
critics in magazines from Billboard
to Bluegrass Unlimited. He tours
internationally, and has performed
at venues from the White House
to the Philadelphia Folk Festival.
Simply put, Alice Gerrard is
a talent of legendary status. In a career spanning some 40 years, she has
known, learned from, and performed
with many of the old-time and bluegrass greats and has in turn earned
worldwide respect for her own important contributions to the music.
Alice is particularly known
for her groundbreaking collaboration with Appalachian singer Hazel Dickens during the 1960s and
’70s. The duo produced four classic
LPs (recently reissued by Rounder
on CD) and influenced scores of
young women singers — even The
Judds acknowledge Hazel and Alice
as an important early inspiration.
Her solo albums have been
critically acclaimed in Billboard,

Tom, Brad and Alice.
Bluegrass Unlimited, New Country, and other publications and
showcase Alice’s many talents:
her compelling, eclectic songwriting; her powerful, hard-edged
vocals; and her instrumental mastery on rhythm guitar and banjo.
Alice has appeared on more
than 20 recordings—with many
traditional musicians such as Tommy Jarrell, Enoch Rutherford, Otis
Burris, and Matokie Slaughter; she
has also recorded with Tom Sauber
and Brad Leftwich as Tom, Brad &
Alice, with the Harmony Sisters,
and with the Herald Angels. As an
expert with in-depth knowledge of
mountain music, she has produced

or written liner notes for a dozen
more. She also co-produced and appeared in two documentary films.
A tireless advocate of traditional music, Alice has won
numerous honors, including an
International Bluegrass Music Association (IBMA) Distinguished
Achievement Award, a Virginia
Arts Commission Award, the North
Carolina Folklore Society’s Tommy
Jarrell Award, and an Indy Award.
In 1987 Alice founded the OldTime Music Group, a non-profit
organization that oversees publication of The Old-Time Herald. Alice
served as editor-in-chief of The OldTime Herald from 1987 till 2003.

Rhonda Vincent and the Rage
Bluegrass vocalist and fiddler Rhonda Vincent began
her professional music career at the age of five, playing
drums with her family’s band, the Sally Mountain Show.
She picked up the mandolin at eight and the fiddle at
ten, performing with the family band at festivals on
weekends. After appearing on TNN’s nationally televised You Can Be a Star program in her mid-twenties,
Vincent struck out on her own, singing with the Grand
Ole Opry’s Jim Ed Brown, eventually leading to a deal
with Rebel Records. Her work with Brown and her Rebel
recordings caught the attention of Giant Nashville’s
president, James Stroud, who signed Vincent to record
two contemporary country albums. After her time at Giant, she moved to Rounder Records, and demonstrated
her passion for the traditional music she grew up with,
on Back Home Again.
Her band The Rage features Rhonda on mandolin;
Hunter Berry on fiddle; Mickey Harris plays bass and
contribute much to the harmony vocals; Brent Burke is
on resophonic guitar, new to Grass Valley audiences; Josh
Williams is back on guitar and stellar vocals! Rounding
out the Rage line up is Aaron McDarison banjo.
Rhonda and the Rage have won about every award the
IBMA and SPBGMA present. This year The New Queen
of Bluegrass, as deemed by the Wall Street Journal, and
her court took home Fiddle Player of the Year – Hunter
Berry, Bass Player of the Year – Mickey Harris, Guitar
Player of the Year – Josh Williams, Female Vocalist of the
Year – Rhonda Vincent, and the top honor of the evening
Entertainer of the Year – Rhonda Vincent & The Rage!
The new album, available at the very popular record
table was released in 2012, the very fine Sunday Mornin’
Singin’: Live! It’s a gospel-themed album and DVD recorded at the 100-year-old Greentop United Methodist
Church in Greentop, Missouri, where Vincent first began
singing in public as a child.

Rhonda Vincent and the Rage return to Grass Valley!
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The Earl White Stringband

Earl White and Adrienne Davis.
The Earl White Stringband will
perform on the main stage Saturday
and Sunday at the 2013 Father’s Day
Festival. On Saturday night they will
be the band for our square dance. We
are excited to present this excellent
and well respect group of performers. One need not be a died-in-thewool old time music fan to appreciate their energetic and virtuosic
style.
Earl White has been a prominent figure in the old time music and

dance community for more than 40
years. An original/founding member
of the famed Greengrass Cloggers,
he danced to many fiddling legends
including Tommy Jarrell, The Highwoods Stringband, and the Plankroad Stringband, to name a few.
Earl White received his 1st
fiddle in 1974 and is one of the
few Black Americans living and reviving the music that was once an
important element of rural Black
communities, and life on southern

plantations.  Earl is known
for his extensive repertoire
of unusual tunes and his
driving, energetic, heartfelt
style. He has won numerous
fiddle and band contests,
taught at music camps and
has played both national
and international music
and folk festivals with the
Earl White Stringband.
Guitarist Adrienne Davis
hales from the great state
of Wisconsin. Though she
started her music adventure by indulging herself
in diving to the depths of
bluegrass, she fell deeply
in love with old time music
and square dancing while
listening to the likes of the
Foghorn Stringband in
Portland in 2000.  In 2004,
she started playing old time backup
guitar and has become a powerhouse
for generating rhythm and bass runs.
She is a compliment to any “good”
old time stringband. For the past six
years Adrienne has been the rhythm
section for the Earl White Stringband.
Mark Olitsky plays Clawhammer banjo and has recorded
with various stringbands, including
jimmyjohnnyjoe with fiddler Joe

Thrift, Bad Dog and Killer Grits
with Freighthoppers fiddler David
Bass. He has been interviewed and
reviewed in The Old-Time Herald,
Banjo Newsletter and Bluegrass
Unlimited. Mark has taught banjo

was also selected to represent oldtime banjo in the “First Voice” film
project showcasing Ohio roots musicians.
Bassist Martha Hawthorne has
played with the Earl White Band
over the last 12 years.  She also performs old time music with the Bay
Area bands the Stairwell Sisters
and the Knuckle Knockers.   In addition to weekly bluegrass jams and
Old Time sessions she can be found
in her home neighborhood of San
Francisco playing and singing traditional Italian songs and mandolin
tunes as part of Duo Pizzicato.

Mark Olitsky.
workshops over the last 15 years at
festivals in Ohio, West Virginia and
Virginia. He has won awards at oldtime festivals throughout the South
in both solo banjo as well as stringband competitions and recently
won the 2012 Cuyahoga County
Seth Rosenberg prize in music. He

Martha Hawthorne.

PLEASE ENJOY THE 2013 CBA Father’s Day Festival

frank solivan & dirtyonkitchen
the edge
“Frank Solivan & Dirty Kitchen have certainly ranked among the “buzz” bluegrass
bands…a razor sharp, confident quartet influenced by a broad range of the last four
decades of bluegrass music development.” —Bluegrass Unlimited

The new album from Frank Solivan and Dirty Kitchen, showcases one of the most exciting new
bands in bluegrass. With esteemed guests Tim O’Brien, Rob Ickes and Megan McCormick, Frank
Solivan’s tenor vocals soar over virtuosic picking provided by banjoist Mike Munford, guitarist
Chris Luquette and bassist Danny Booth.

dirtykitchenband.com
compassrecords.com
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Proud sponsor of the
California Bluegrass Association’s
38th Annual Father’s Day Festival
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The California Bluegrass
Association

MAIN STAGE
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9:45-10:00a
10:00-10:50a
11:00-11:50a
12:00-12:50p
12:50-3:00p

Emcee Rick Cornish
Opening Comments
Red Dog Ash
Della Mae
Blue Highway
Lunch and Workshops
Emcee Cuzin Al

3:00-3:50p
4:00-4:50p
5:00-5:50p
5:50-7:40p

Rhonda Vincent & the Rage
Music Camp All Stars
Tom, Brad and Alice
Dinner and Workshops

Emcee Jenny Williams
7:40-8:30p Della Mae
8:40-9:30p Blue Highway
9:40-10:40p Rhonda Vincent & the Rage
10:00-10:50a
11:00-11:50a
12:00-12:50p
12:50-3:00p

Emcee LIsa Burns
Front Country
Melvin Goins and Windy Mountain
The Bladerunners
Lunch and Workshops
Emcee Ray Edlund

3:00-3:50p
4:00-4:50p
5:00-5:10p
5:10-6:00p
6:00-7:10p

Tom, Brad and Alice
Della Mae
Board Introductions
Kids on Bluegrass
Dinner and Workshops

7:10-8:00p
8:10-9:00p
9:10-10:00p
10:10-11:00p

Emcee Eric Rice
Tom, Brad and Alice
Melvin Goins and Windy Mountain
Rhonda Vincent & the Rage
Blue Highway

10:00-10:50a
11:00-11:50a
12:00-12:50p
12:50-3:00p

Emcee Suzanne Suwanda
Oak Grove
Lonesome Holler String Band
Special Consensus
Lunch and Workshops

3:00-3:50p
4:00-4:50p
5:00-5:10p
5:10-6:00p
6:00-7:10p

Emcee Mike Tatar
Larry Stephenson Band
Michael Cleveland & Flamekeeper
Awards Presentation
Kids On Bluegrass
Dinner and Workshops

7:10-8:00p
8:10-9:00p
9:10-10:00p
10:10-11:00p

Emcee Chuck Poling
Special Consensus
Front Country
Larry Stephenson Band
Michael Cleveland & Flamekeeper

10:0010:50a
11:00-11:50a
12:00-12:50p
12:50-2:00p

Emcee Angelica Grim Doerfel
Little Black Train
Earl White Stringband
Special Consensus
Lunch and Workshops

Emcee Marcos Alvira
2:00-2:50p Larry Stephenson Band
3:00-3:50p Michael Cleveland & Flamekeeper

W VERN’S STAGE
The Music Camp Volunteers
E 8:00-8:45p
8:50-9:30p The Tuttles with A.J. Lee
D Wednesday Night Festival Kickoff!
S
12:50-1:30p Savannah Blu
1:35-2:15p Gold Coast
2:20-3:00p The Dim Lights

5:50-6:40p Modal Tease String Band
6:45-6:50p Awards
6:55-7:50p Piney Creek Weasels

Vern’s serves beer from the
Sierra Nevada Brewery and wine from the
Guglielmo Winery from 11 AM to 10 PM.
12:50-1:30p
1:35-2:15p
2:20-2:25p
2:30-3:10p

Canyon Johnson
Keystone Station
Awards
Molly Tuttle and John Mailander

6:00-6:30p The Trespassers
6:35-7:10p Get Down Boys

June 2013

BLUEGRASS
PIONEERS STAGE
4:00p

CBA Music Camp Student
Concert. FDF attendees
welcome to attend!

The Bluegrass Pioneers Stage is located
at the end of the row of food vendors.
1:00p Memorial for Suzanne Denison
(See page A-1 of the Breakdown
for more info)

5:55-6:45p Grasslands
6:55-7:40p The Bladerunners

Pioneers Stage Emcee... Paul Sato!
12:55-1:45p Lonesome Holler String Band
1:55-2:45p Red Dog Ash

6:10-7:00p Front Country
7:00p - Old-Time Jam and Party
hosted by Steve Goldfield
- located between the Pioneers Stage
and the Sugar Pine Lodge!

12:50-1:30p Dix Bruce and Julie Cline
1:35-2:15p Paige Anderson & the Fearless Kin
2:20-3:00p Windy Hill

6:00-6:30p Grassfire
6:35-6:40p Awards
6:45-7:20p Rocky Neck Bluegrass Band

12:55-1:45p Earl White Stringband
1:55-2:50 Melvin Goins and Windy Mountain
3:00p Bluegrass Camp For Kids Concert

6:00-6:50p Little Black Train
7:00p - Square Dance in Sugar Pine Lodge!
With the Earl White Stringband
and caller Eric Hoffman
9:00a Chapel on the Bluegrass Pioneer Stage
- Non-denominational service independently
hosted by Jan & LeRoy McNees.

12:50-1:20p The Spruce Tones

1:00-1:50p Oak Grove

June 13-16, 2013
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The Father’s Day
Bluegrass Festival

WORKSHOPS
THU - 5:50-7:40 PM

• “GUITAR WORKSHOP” Site: Old Maintenance Shop, Area D
Presenter: Josh Williams from The Rhonda Vincent and the Rage (Learn from the best!)
• “DOBRO WORKSHOP” Site: By Stage Right, Area E.
Presenter: Brent Burke from The Rhonda Vincent Band.
• “FIDDLE WORKSHOP” Site: By Ponderosa Hall, Area G
Presenter: Hunter Berry from The Rhonda Vincent Band.
• “PICKING BY EAR THE EASY WAY” Site: Near the Entry Gate, Area I
Presenter: Luke Abbott. An approach to making music intuitive, so you can play without thinking! Bring your instrument.

D
I
N
N
E
R

FRI 12:50-3:00 PM

• “GET MORE DRIVE OUT OF YOUR RHYTHM PLAYING” Site: Back Stage Area, Area B
Presenter: Mike Wilhoyte. Fundamentals of bluegrass rhythm guitar.
• “INTRODUCTION TO APPALACHIAN DANCE” Site: Old Administration Bldg, Area C
Presenter: Betsy Riger. Buck dancing and Clogging as well. Bring your dancing
shoes!
• “CLAWHAMMER BANJO” Site: Old Maintenance Shop, Area D
Presenter: Carl Pagter. Learn Drop-thumb banjo.
• “BUILDING A MANDOLIN FROM A KIT” Site: Northern Mines Bldg, Area F
Presenter: Roger Siminoff.
• “HARMONY IN TWOS AND THREES” Site: By Ponderosa Hall, Area G
Presenters: “Tom, Brad, and Alice.”
• “IS YOUR INSTRUMENT STRESSED OUT” Site: Luthier’s Pavilion, Area H
Presenter: Michael Lewis. Instrument care and use.

L
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FRI 6:00-7:10 PM
D
I
N
N
E
R
B
R
E
A
K

• “FREE BANJO CHECK-UP” Site: Deering Banjo Display Tent, Area A
Presenter: Greg Deering.
• “SINGING IN THE RIGHT KEY” Site: Old Maintenance Shop, Area D
Presenter: Luke Abbott. Hands-on help finding your vocal range, and what that
means for you. No experience necessary!
• “MEET THE FIDDLING FILMMAKER” Site: Northern Mine Bldg, Area F
Presenter: Joe Weed. The roots of American fiddle tunes.
• “BEGINNING BLUEGRASS GUITAR WORKSHOP” Site: By Ponderosa Hall, Area G
Presenter: Bill Jirsa. This workshop is directed at those folks who already know basic
finger positions. Bring your guitar, and let’s have some fun!
• “THE EVOLUTION OF BANJO RIM ASSEMBLY DESIGNS” Site: Luthier’s Pavilion, Area H
Presenter: Monte Hendricks.
• “BEGINNING OLD TIME BANJO” Site: Near the Entry Gate, Area I
Presenter: Dave Magram. Here’s your chance to learn both basic old-time 2-finger
picking and clawhammer banjo, so bring your instrument.

SAT 12:50-3:00 PM
L
U
N
C
H

• “BANJO SET-UP AND MAINTAINANCE” Site: Deering Banjo Display Tent, Area A
Presenter: Greg Deering.
• “DOBRO, BACK TO BASICS” Site: Backstage Area, Area B
Presenter: LeRoy McNees.
• “BASIC BLUEGRASS BANJO BACKUP WORKSHOP” Site: Old Maintenance Shop, Area D
Presenter: Dave Magram. One of the most important bluegrass banjo skills is to be
able to play good backup behind singers and other instrumentalists. Bring your banjo!
• “RECORDING ACOUSTIC INSTRUMENTS IN YOUR HOME STUDIO”

Site: Northern Mines Bldg, Area F
B
Presenter: Joe Weed.
R
•
“BLUEGRASS
JAMMING WORKSHOP WITH SPECIAL CONSENSUS”
E
Site: By Ponderosa Hall, Area G
A
Presenter: Special Consensus Band. All instrumentalists and singers who are stressed
K
out about playing in a bluegrass jam session with others: this is a hands-on workshop,

bring your voice and your instrument!
• “HOW TO EVALUATE THAT BANJO YOU WANT TO BUY” Site: Luthier’s Pavilion, Area H
Presenter: Monte Hendricks.

SEE FOLLOWING PAGE FOR MAP OF
WORKSHOP LOCATIONS

2013
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ACTIVITIES

Kid Fest Schedule

Note: Day Care is not provided. Parents need to accompany kids.

Thursday
12:00-2:30p - Make a hat, assorted arts, crafts and projects
and fresh squeezed lemonade!
12:00-2:30p - Water play, including a bubbles toddler area
2:30-3:15p - Interactive sing-along with Kathleen Rushing
Friday
10:30a-2:30p - Tie Dye! Assorted arts, crafts and projects
and fresh squeezed lemons (if lemons are still
available)
10:30a-2:30p - Water play including a bubbles toddler area
2:30-3:15p (or so) - Gary Bowman and the Round Valley
Hog Callers
Saturday
10:30a -2:30p - Face painting! Assorted arts, crafts and
projects
10:30a -2:30p - Water play, including a bubbles toddler area
2:30-3:15p (or so) - Gary Bowman and the Round Valley
Hog Callers

Kids On Bluegrass Program
Thursday - Saturday
10:00a - Rehearsals are held at Frank Solivan’s KOB camp in
the tent camping area, near the fairgrounds entrance.
Friday - Saturday
5:10p - KOB performs on Main Stage

Slow Jams
Thursday - Saturday
3:30-5:00p - Afternoon slow jam at Gazebo inside Main Festival entrance, near Vern’s audience area
11:00p-1:00a - Evening Slow Jam under Light by the Main
Gate, near Registration area

2013 Old Time Gathering
Thursday - Sunday
Lunch and dinner breaks - Attend workshops specializing in old-time
music by artists such as Tom, Brad and Alice.
Please see the Workshop Schedule on this page.
Thursday - Sunday
Attend performances by Tom, Brad and Alice, the Earl White
Stringband, Lonesome Holler String Band, Little Black Train, and
more. Please see the Performance Schedule on facing page.
Friday
7:00p - Old-Time jam and party hosted by Steve Goldfield. Location
is the area between the Pioneers Stage and the Sugar Pine Lodge.
Saturday
7:00p - Square Dance w/ Earl White String Band with Eric Hoffman
(caller) in the Sugar Pine Lodge

WORKSHOPS
SAT 6:00-7:10 PM

• “INTRODUCTION TO APPALACHIAN DANCE”

Site: Old Administration Bldg, Area C
D
Presenter: Betsy Riger. Buck dancing and Clogging as
I
well. Bring your dancing shoes!
N • “BASS WORKSHOP” Site: By Stage Right, Area E
N
Presenter: Danny Stewart from The Larry Stephenson
Band,
E
R • “LORE OF THE LOAR” Site: Northern Mine Bldg, Area F

Presenter: Roger Siminoff.
•
“FIDDLE
WORKSHOP” Site: By Ponderosa Hall, Area G
B
Presenter:
Michael Cleveland!
R
• “REPAIR 1A, FIRST, DO NO HARM”

E
Site: Luthier’s Pavilion, Area H
A
Presenter: Michael Lewis. What you should know first!
K • “THE LIFE AND BUSINESS OF A BLUEGRASS BAND”
Site: Near the Entry Gate, Area I

Presenter: Larry Stephenson. What it takes to run a
band as a business and still enjoy the music!
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Blueridge Guitars...More
Bang for the Buck!

W

hen it’s your instrument that’s holding you back, it’s time for a change. We
invite you to stop by your local Blueridge
Dealer and have an intimate conversation
with the guitar that will bring
out the best in you.
The secret of tone lies in the
details of design, selection
of materials and the skilled
hand of the craftsman.
The result is more
bang…period!

The Quality
and Value Leader!

Blueridge BR-160 Guitar
• Select, aged, solid Sitka spruce
top with traditional herringbone
purfling for tone and beauty
• Expertly handcarved top braces
in authentic, pre-war, forward-X
position
• Select, solid East Indian rosewood
back and sides for deep, rich tone
• Carved, low profile, solid
mahogany neck and dovetail
neck joint for strength and
stability

BR-160 Dreadnaught

To learn more about Saga’s
Blueridge Guitars, visit
www.sagamusic.com

Saga Musical Instruments

P.O. Box 2841 • So. San Francisco, California
Connect with us on

June 2013

Father’s Day Festival event program

CBA hosts
scheduled
slow jams

Main
Parking
Lot
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Stage Map / Workshop Locations
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Area G, Site: By Ponderosa Hall
Area H, Site: Luthier’s Pavilion
Area I, Site: Over By The Entry Gate
Area J, Site: Behind Main Stage Sound Board
Area K, Site: Pioneers Stage

Please!
Drop by
the CBA
Day Festival Kid Fest Program
membership Father’s
See Kid Fest schedule - page P-17
booth next to
the audience
area. We’d
love to meet
you!
By Kathleen Rushing
This year the CBA Father’s
Day Kid Fest activities, under
the direction of Kathleen Rushing, will run both in the morning and afternoon with a designated area in the grass behind
the audience area of the main
stage. It will run Thursday from
1 - 3:00 and Friday and Saturday from 10-11:30 or so and
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Area A, Site: Deering Banjo Display Tent
Area B, Site: Back Stage Area
Area C, Site: By Administration Building
Area D, Site: Old Maintenance Shop
Area E, Site: By Stage Right
Area F, Site: Northern Mines Building

also in the afternoon from 1:003:00.  It will feature a lineup of
music, arts & crafts, face painting, a bit of dance, story songs,
games, bubbles, water play and
more.
Our program targets kids
ages toddlers - 10, but parents
and older kids are encouraged to
join the fun, particularly the tie
dye. Under Kathy Cress’ expert

direction on Friday we will make
tie- dye shirts   (or socks if you
bring them, you can even bring
some underwear!) Programs are
free and materials are provided.
($5 donation for tie dye shirts is
asked, if possible, such a deal!)
Our staff consists of talented and enthusiastic teachers, artists, and musicians whose goal is
to provide your child with fun
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By Dan Martin
Steve West and I will be
leading the Slow Jam again this
year. If the size of the jam gets
too large we will split it in half
like we did last year.  This jam is
set up for newer players and for
players that are not confident
jamming with others.   It will
happen twice a day Thursday
-Saturday.The times of the jam
will be 3:30 -5:00 , close to the
gazebo in front of  Vern’s Stage,
just,inside the top gate near the
parking lot. Look for the signs.
there will also be one after the
last act of the evening, around
11 PM until 1 AM, under the
light at the registration gate.
Bring songs that you want to
sing or play. We will be playing some fiddle tunes and other
popular jam songs. We will play
them slowly at first and then
play them faster after some
practice. We will have different
co leaders playing different instruments each afternoon. This
is a slow jam, mistakes are ok.
You don’t have to play a song
perfectly. You should know how
to play the basic cords on your
instrument if they are played on
your instrument. If you are not
sure that you are ready to join
in, bring your instrument and
either sit in the circle or sit in
the back of the circle. You may
find you want to play some
songs and not others, this is ok.
There will be a few chairs at the
sites but if you want to sit down
and play you may need to bring
a chair with you. We look forward to picking with you.  
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See Slow Jam
schedule page P-17

while their parents can still hear
the music!
We are NOT staffed to provide a day-care service, therefore, we require younger children to be accompanied by an
adult buddy when in the play
area/craft area. The play and
projects are creative and lively
in the CBA Kid Fest area. Hope
you and your kids can join us!

1

June, 2006

31st Annual CBA Father's Day Bluegrass Festival
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World class stringed instruments!

•Authorized
dealersfor
forMartin,
Martin,Taylor,
Taylor,Blueridge,
Gibson, Santa
Cruz,Cort
Legend,
Authorized
dealers
Cordoba,
and
and Dobro
guitars,
& banjos,
Goldtone
TheGoodall,
Loar guitars,
Kentucky
andGibson
Wilsonmandolins
mandolins;
Gold Tone
and
banjos,banjos,
Kentucky
& Mid
Missouri
mandolins,
violins
and
fiddles.
Flinthill
Angels
violins
and fiddles,
Cordoba
and
Cavanagh
•Family owned and operated, providing one-on-one personalized
ukuleles.
service.
Fully
music
•Fullycommitted
committedtotosupporting
supportingand
andpromoting
promotingthe
thelocal
local acoustic
acoustic music
commnunity
community.
•Yourone-stop
one stopmusic
musicstore
storefor
forsales,
sales, instruction,
instruction, repairs
repairs,and
andresources.
resources.
Your

One of our Featured Instruments
The Bluegrass General
HD28-V
An HD-28V with pre-war style bridge, Adirondack top and
bracing. This guitar has a very robust bass and very clean treble. A
wonderful guitar for both rhythm and lead, the Adirondack spruce
gives this guitar a sound you may have found from a brand new
Martin guitar, in the 1940’s, without the associated price tag of
vintage instruments. Perfect for those players seeking a Tony Rice
style tone. Comes with Geib style case.
Come by our store and check out the selection of
fine instruments!
Open Jam Session Every Thursday evening
Check our website for upcoming concerts featuring
nationally touring and local Bluegrass Bands

3184 NofStreet
At the corner
Alhambra & J
Sacramento,
Sacramento,Cailifornia
California
916-442-8282
916-442-8282
questions@thefifthstring.com
questions@thefifthstring.com
www.thefifthstring.com
www.thefifthstring.com
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2013 Vern’s Stage artists
Paige Anderson & The Fearless Kin

Paige Anderson & The Fearless Kin.
Hailing from the hills of Grass
Valley, California, Paige Anderson
& The Fearless Kin is a fresh approach to the bluegrass roots, folk,
and americana music scene. They
released their debut EP, Wild Rabbit
in 2012.
Paige Anderson Paige has been
recognized for her fine songwriting
and flatpicking talent. She started
the guitar at 9 years old and has been
featured in Flatpicking Guitar Magazine several times. Paige is sponsored
by Schenk Guitars.
Aimee Anderson was inspired to
learn the fiddle after seeing someone
play “Orange Blossom Special” at a
bluegrass festival in 2003. She picked
up the fiddle the following year and
started performing with her sister

Paige. Aimee has been recognized for
her strong style of fiddle playing, and
her unique vocal style. Aimee plays
a beautiful custom-made fiddle by
Frank Daniels of Frank’s Fiddles in
Idaho.
Ethan Anderson, who also answers
to the name “Bo,” took up mandolin
in 2004, inspired by the recordings of
Bill Monroe and the picking of Paige
and Aimee. Like his sisters, he plays
more than one instrument and sings
harmonies.
Christy Anderson is the bass
player in Paige Anderson & The
Fearless Kin and Anderson Family
Bluegrass, is the kids school teacher,
an amazing mother to 4 children,
wife, and a strong and kind woman
with many talents.

Dix Bruce and Julie Cline
Nunally. Dix
has produced
over fifty music books and
DVDs. His
latest publications are four
book/CD sets
for mandolin
and guitar entitled “Gypsy
Swing & Hot
Club Rhythm”
and “The Parking Lot Picker’s
Songbook, Bass
Edition.” Dix
wrote and recorded music for
three versions
of the best-sellJulie Cline and Dix Bruce.
ing video game
“The Sims.”
Julie Cline has worked as a
Dix Bruce and Julie Cline sing
and play a wonderful mixture of ceramic artist in the San Francisco
Americana and original music on Bay Area for over thirty years. She
guitar and mandolin. Their beauti- has performed and recorded with
ful vocal harmonies make every- a variety of singers, songwriters,
thing they perform, from bluegrass and musicians in many different
to blues, folk to country, rockabilly styles. Julie has always loved tradito originals, a pleasure to listen to. tional American music forms and
Dix Bruce is a musician and writ- has lately ventured outside of the
er who has performed and recorded ceramic studio to sing and play
music in the San Francisco Bay Area mandolin in a duo with Dix. Her
since the mid-1970s, working with soulful lead, harmony singing, and
a variety of bands. He has recorded solid mandolin provide a perfect
four duo CDs with guitarist Jim compliment to their music.

Canyon Johnson
Canyon Johnson is a dynamic bluegrass band based
in the San Francisco Bay Area, drawing from the rich
traditions and timeless themes of the music’s founders
while making it fresh and relevant to the present with
intricate arrangements, soulful harmonies, and tasteful
picking.
Bob Regent (banjo, vocals) fell in love with bluegrass
after hitchhiking to a few festivals in Vermont and
Maine.
Amy Scher (fiddle, vocals) is originally from Pennsylvania. She became infatuated with the fiddle on a visit
to Ireland, and North Carolina.
Eric Charles (mandolin, vocals) was born in San
Francisco. Eric fell in love with the mandolin when he
heard David Grisman’s Dawg music, which started a
journey towards the bluegrass founders: Bill Monroe,
The Stanley Brothers and those who came later as
well.
Patti Finney (guitar, vocals) is originally from the Upper Peninsula of Michigan, where she grew up listening
to many styles of music including folk, rock, country,
blues, and bluegrass.
Jeff Caton (guitar, vocals) grew up in Indiana, where

Canyon Johnson.
as a teenager he discovered the magic of Bill Monroe’s
annual 10-day Bean Blossom Bluegrass Festival. Inspired
to take up the 5-string banjo, Jeff embarked on a musical
journey.
Jim Duber (bass, aka double bass, string bass, standup
bass, contrabass, doghouse bass,...) was born and raised
in Cleveland, Ohio.

The Dim Lights
The Dim Lights are a Bay Area bluegrass band
formed by the Frankel Family (Avram, Dana and
Vicki) and include veteran mandolinist Matt
Kendall and CBA lifetime member Larry Cohea
on banjo.
Avram Frankel: Guitar/lead & harmony vocals. Avram is a well-regarded dobro player and
singer, currently performing with The David
Thom Band. A long-time CBA music camp volunteer, he brings his driving rhythm guitar, and
traditional lead and tenor vocals to the family
band.
Dana Rose Frankel: Fiddle/lead & harmony
vocals. At age 13, Dana is the brightest of The
Dim Lights. A product of CBA youth programs
and fine local teachers including, the legendary
Jack Tuttle, she first appeared on the big stage at
Grass Valley at age 7.
Vicki Frankel: Bass/band MC. She is a lifelong bluegrass fan is a long-time CBA volunteer and now Regional
VP. She holds down the band with her solid bass playing.
Larry Cohea: Banjo/harmony & lead vocals. A lifetime
CBA member, Larry is a veteran of the legendary CA band

The Dim Lights.
High Country as well as the fine Blue & Lonesome and
Dark Hollow outfits. He is regarded as one of the finest
Scruggs-style banjo players in CA.
Matt Kendall: Mandolin/lead & harmony vocals. Matt
is a long time Bay Area picker and veteran of local bands
including Grizzly Peak, Kitchen Help and Slide Road.

The Get Down Boys

The Get Down Boys.
The Get Down Boys are a Los Angeles based string band
performing high energy traditional and original Bluegrass
music, along with modern favorites infused with the sounds
of Americana.
In just a few years they have mastered an organic,
contemporary sound and cohesive high energy act, but
most important to this group is their support for the new
movements in bluegrass music.
In addition to their regular So Cal residencies, The
Boys have opened for Nickel Creek and Punch Brothers at
Ed Helms’ 2nd Annual Bluegrass Situation, played along
side John C. Reilly at the 3rd Annual Bluegrass Situation,

made an appearance on FOX11’s Good Day LA, as well
as a performance at the Grammy’s 10th Annual Producer’s
& Engineer’s Wing Party, honoring T Bone Burnett.
They’ve also established a presence on the festival circuit
with appearances at Grey Fox Bluegrass Festival, Ogden
Music Festival Parkfield Bluegrass Festival, Topanga Banjo
& Fiddle Contest, Father’s Day Grass Valley Bluegrass Festival, Beerfest & Bluegrass at Northstar Tahoe, Park City
Arts Festival, King’s River Bluegrass Festival, & IBMA’s
World of Bluegrass.
The band features Matt Bruer – banjo; Andy Keathley
– guitar; Evan Winsor – Bass; Israel Parker – Dobro.
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2013 Vern’s Stage artists
Gold Coast

John Mailander and Molly Tuttle

In 2013, Gold Coast returns to the Bay Area
bluegrass scene after a nearly two decade sabbatical with original member, Jeannette Foley
returning on guitar, and partnering with Dave
Earl on mandolin, Helen Foley on bass, Tomas
Enguidanos on dobro, and Robert Cornelius on
banjo.  The band remains loyal to their passion
for piquant harmonies and the customary and
fundamental brisk bluegrass form while delivering songs of despair, longing, heartbreak…and
hope. Their vocal talents emulate the traditional
trio with a variety of stacking arrangements
fusing Jeannette and Tomas’ smoother tones
to Dave’s tenor range, while capitalizing on
Dave and Jeannette’s sensitivity to phrasing
and dynamic delivery. The bluesy, soulful talent
of Helen’s lead, combined with the charm of
mother-daughter harmony contributes a sense of
familial warmth to their performances.  With the depth
in vocal talent, versatile arrangements, and a synchronicity of sound grounded in a strong rhythm, melodious
dobro and percussive banjo, Gold Coast brings a fresh
perspective to the likes of bluegrass patriarchs Monroe,

John
Mailander
and
Molly Tuttle are
individually
renowned musicians
currently studying
at Berklee College of Music and
joining together
to perform their
dynamic blend of
original acoustic
music. Together,
Mailander
and
Tuttle create an
honest and soulful mix of original
and
traditional
John Mailander and Molly Tuttle.
music that respects
the past while also
looking toward the future of acous- for herself in the acoustic music
tic music.
scene and has been featured in BlueJohn Mailander is a San Di- grass Now, Flatpicking Guitar, and
ego–based musician in demand for Acoustic Guitar magazines. A virhis performance, instruction, and tuoso multi-instrumentalist and an
studio work. Playing in a variety of award-winning songwriter with a
styles on the fiddle, mandolin, and distinctive voice, in 2012 she won
various other stringed instruments, Best Female Vocalist and Best Guihe has become known for his soul- tar Player awards from the Northern
ful approach as a soloist, improviser, California Bluegrass Society and first
and writer. He regularly appears with place in the prestigious MerleFest
Chris Stuart and Backcountry and in Chris Austin Songwriting Competi2012 he released an instrumental EP tion. Tuttle has appeared on A Praiwith the Boston-based TriMountain rie Home Companion and her active
Sessions.
performance schedule has taken her
Molly Tuttle is making a name to numerous festivals.

Gold Coast.
Martin, The Stanleys Brothers, Flatt & Scruggs, Vern
Williams and Red Allen with an occasional country ballad, original composition or contemporary gem in the
mix for good measure. Gold Coast is unambiguously
bluegrass.

Grassfire
Grassfire captures the essence
of a High Sierra bluegrass musical
sound, with a laid back California attitude. Each melody arrives
like smoke on the wind, from a
far off grass fire in the mountains.
Dave Kyle plays banjo and
sings lead and harmony vocals.
He grew up in North Carolina,
and then settled in the Sierra Nevada foothills. He plays an old
OME banjo he bought off the
showroom floor of the OME
factory in Boulder, Colorado.
Stevo Gillett brings down
the Grassfire soul from higher up
in the mountains. His mandolin
picking style is blended somewhere
between bluegrass, soulful jazz and
that happy freedom of a child.
Mike McDonald plays bass in
Grassfire. Most every week, Mike
brings a new original song to the
guys in the band. He calls central
California home and can always

Modal Tease String Band

Grassfire.
be found with a big smile on his
face when you ask him to play
another bluegrass song for you.
Doug Carlton has a devotion
to bluegrass music that sharpens his

“Tony Rice flat picking guitar style”
and still amazes those who hear his
talent. Doug sings the third part
of the rich three-part harmonies
that complete the Grassfire sound.

Keystone Station

Keystone Station.
Keystone Station is a traditional bluegrass band from Marin
County, CA, whose members are
all veterans on the Bay Area music scene. They formed in 2001.
The band has played the Hardly
Strictly Bluegrass Festival, the
Vern’s Stage at the CBA’s Father’s
Day Festival in Grass Valley, and

many others.
Larry Carlin – one of the
founders of the band, Larry is a
performer, producer, and writer
of bluegrass in the San Francisco
Bay Area. He plays standup bass.
Claudia Hampe – the other
founding member of the band,
she lives in Mill Valley. Claudia

plays rhythm guitar and sings the
beautiful ballads that make the
rest of Keystone Crossing/Station
sound so good.
Kenny Blacklock – originally
from Santa Rosa, CA, Kenny has
been living either in the North Bay
or Japan over the past 13 years.
Besides playing fiddle, Kenny is
also a music teacher.
Dave Earl – a lifelong musician and another native Californian, Dave proudly states that the
singing of the Stanley Brothers
and the intensity of Bill Monroe
inspired him to take up bluegrass
mandolin in 1998.
Dave Magram – the newest
member of the band – also originally from the Keystone state –
Dave grew up in western Pennsylvania, where he became interested
in bluegrass and country music.

Modal Tease String Band.
Modal Tease String Band
has been playing old tunes for
new times since 2009. We grew
out of the Los Angeles old time
music scene, where folks meet
regularly to jam and share tunes
“around the campfire.” Our penchant for modal tunes brought
us together, and our fascination
with obscure, crooked fiddle
and banjo tunes sealed the deal.
While rooted in and respectful
of old time traditions, we’re flexible, adventurous, and versatile.
If it feels old, is foot-tappingly
addictive, musically interest-

ing, or begs for tight vocal harmonies, odds are we want to
perform it. And so our motto
is Music From Appalachia and
Beyond.
This performance is comprised of Belinda Thom (fiddle),
Cliff Latimer (guitar), Lawrence
Ullman (standup bass) & Jim
Hamilton (clawhammer banjo).
Modal Tease has won awards at
the Topanga Banjo and Fiddle
Competition and the Goleta
Old-Time Fiddlers Convention.
In 2011, they released their first
CD, Aggravatin’ Beauty.
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2013 Vern’s Stage artists
The Piney Creek Weasels

Savannah Blu

Making their home in Northern California, Savannah Blu is a
powerful contemporary bluegrass
band with soulful vocals and driving
rhythm. Sound stems from their emphasis on original material, inspired
by each member’s influences.
Gary Kaye, banjo – He has
toured with the Cache Valley Drifters, a Southern California touring
bluegrass band. He moved to the
San Francisco area where he played
in several bluegrass bands including
Keystone Station and formed the
band Savannah Blue.
Dore Coller, guitar/vocals - As
part of the Bay Area Bluegrass scene,
Dore goes back to the days of Paul’s
The Piney Creek Weasels.
Saloon, having played there reguThe Piney Creek Weasels is an vocals, is the heartbeat of the band.   larly with High and Lonesome. Dore
old-time string band based in Sacra- He not only keeps the band moving spent many years of writing, singing,
mento, California. The Weasels fea- with his up-tempo bass style, but playing guitar, mandolin, and dobro.
Tom Lucas, fiddle - Tom plays
ture a high-energy old-timey sound also plays an occasional lead on the
that combines highly entertaining bass while he sings along.   Rocky “both kinds of music”--Bluegrass and
arrangements with tight harmony joined the Weasels in 1994 when Old-Time. Tom also plays with the
and dynamic musicianship. The late Rick Abrams convinced him to try
banjo virtuoso Rick Abrams formed playing old-time music.
the group in 1987.
Playing guitar with the band is The Sprucetones
Eric Anderson has been fiddling Dan Baker, a truck driver who lives
and singing with the band since with his family in Antelope, CaliforThe Sprucetones are
1995.  Eric won the California State nia.  He began playing music when an exciting, locally grown,
Old-time Fiddler’s title three times.   he was a teenager, singing and play- Sacramento-based string
In additional to the fiddle, Eric also ing in church.
band that offer up tunes
plays mandolin and guitar.   He is
Andy Alexis of Sacramento, well adapted to the Calithe current president for District 5 California plays banjo and sings lead fornia climate. They feaof the California Old Time fiddler’s vocals.  He started playing tradition- ture a unique blend of esal music 25 years ago and in addi- tablished, local musicians
Association.
Rocky Rioux, the bass player, tion to the banjo, plays hammered infused with the traditionsings lead, baritone and harmony dulcimer and finger style guitar.
al and funky tones of the
past and present, with a
repertoire of originals and
bluegrass familiars hinting
Rocky Neck Bluegrass Band
at unconventionality.
The Sprucetones feaguson who got their start in the
bluegrass music field by winning ture Matt Milan on banjo,
first place in the 2009 Topanga Brian Burke on lead guiBanjo and Fiddle “Band Con- tar, and Tom Shewmake
test”. In January of 2012 they on mandolin and vocals.
took first place in the California Tim Tobias plays guitar
Bluegrass Association’s “Great and sings while Bo Jeffers
48 Showcase Showdown”, com- holds down the bottom
peting against the top bluegrass end with his bass fiddle.
bands from across the state.
Their first recording, The Trespassers
“Rocky Neck Bluegrass Band” released in November of 2010. By
juxtaposing old traditional songs
like “Shady Grove” with bluegrass
Rocky Neck Bluegrass Band.
arrangements of more modern
Rocky Neck Bluegrass Band songs we hoped to respect tradiis a Southern California based tional bluegrass, while extending
group featuring Devitt Feeley, a hand to people who aren’t that
Lydia Veilleux, and Craig Fer- familiar with bluegrass music.”

Earl Brothers (a local
Outlaw Bluegrass band)
as well, and
was a seminal
member of the
Crooked Jades,
a renowned
San Francisco
Old-Time
band.
Ted
Silverman,  
mandolin/
vocals -  
Ted lives
in San FranSavannah Blu.
cisco and is
a founding
member of Belle Monroe & Her stand-up bass, A native of France,
Brewglass Boys.  Ted joins Savan- he plucked the bluegrass guitar
strings in Paris, then moved to
nah Blu on mandolin and vocals.
Olivier Zyngier, bass - Olivier the Bay Area to see how it’s really
joins Savannah Blu, playing the done.

The Sprucetones.

CBA Music Camp Volunteer Band
The CBA Music Camp Volunteer Band is comprised
of some of the instructional assistants of the CBA Music Camp. These people are all great musicians and
supportive teachers, and also do much of the behindthe-scenes grunt work that makes the music camp run.
Their friendliness, knowledge, and enthusiasm for the
camp are a big part of the camp’s success. They lead
jams, teach elective classes, tutor struggling students,
and offer support to the camp instructors in their classes. Now it’s time to show up and support THEM, and
enjoy this set they’ve put together for you.

The Trespassers.
The Trespassers have been playing original, string band music together for nine years. We are most
often described as a Bluegrass band,
but our influence stems from many
genres. Bronco Ben’s songwriting

is gritty and gutsy, and, though we
are acoustic musicians, his compositions take us through rock, blues,
gypsy jazz, and country. Andy’s original songs are most often inspired
by old-time music, but instead of

an Appalachian feel, they have a
Western twist. Andy also writes melodic banjo and fiddle tunes, heartwarming folk songs, and all sorts
of dancehall numbers. While the
two of them write almost all of our
original music, BennyLee and Sarah
add spice, flavor, and flare with the
double bass and fiddle. Most songs
include two and three-part harmonies.
We have a great time bringing
the unexpected, causing ears and
minds to listen closely to the intense
poetry at the same times as feet are
stomping and hips shaking to the
driving rhythm. Having been together quite a while we have become
like brothers and sister, and the road
has taken us throughout California.
We have played at Strawberry Music
Festival, The Great American Music
Hall, Joshua Tree Roots Music Festival and other events and venues.
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2013 Vern’s Stage artists
Windy Hill
It’s immediately evident at a
Windy Hill show that the band is
excited about bluegrass music and
have big fun picking and singing.
They’re becoming increasingly well
known – and are winning awards
– for their entertaining performances.
Windy Hill began as an idea
in a Menlo Park (CA) High School
wood shop class, where two 17year-old friends sat around their
work station sanding their projects and talking about live music.
They discovered a mutual love for
the songs of Bill Monroe, Carter
Stanley, and Jimmy Martin and set
out to learn to play and sing tradi-

tional music.
In 2008, these two friends
– Henry Warde and Ryan Breen
– found themselves in Fort Collins, Colorado, and started their
band. Windy Hill was always the
natural choice for the band name,
as Ryan’s backyard in Portola Valley, CA, overlooks the town’s landmark – a golden hill separating
the SF Bay Area from the Pacific
Ocean.
The next year, they returned
to California and another bluegrass-loving member of their high
school class, Kyle McCabe, joined
the band. Henry (mandolin),
Ryan (banjo), and Thomas Wille

(guitar) usually form the band’s
power trio, while Kyle (bass) holds
down the beat.
Notable milestones for Windy
Hill:
September, 2010: Bluegrassin’
In the Foothills Emerging Artists
of the Year – Plymouth, CA; June,
2011: Debut album released, Let’s
Go to the Fair; July, 2011: Winners, String Summit Band Competition - Horning’s Hideout,
Oregon; August, 2011: Second
place, RockyGrass Band Competition - Lyons, Colorado; June,
2012: California Showcase Band
at Father’s Day Bluegrass Festival
- Grass Valley, CA

September 27-29, 2013
By Stan and Charlotte Allen
The Kings River Bluegrass Festival at The Grove in Sanger California will be celebrating it’s 15th year this September 27, 28, and 29,
2013. And what a celebration it will be.  Our headliner will be Laurie Lewis and the Right Hands.  We will also have Bean Creek, The
Central Valley Boys, Red Dog Ash, and a few bands that are new to
the Kings River Festival.  And we will have some of our favorite local
bands performing for you.  The Grove will be open for early campers
to arrive on Monday September 23 for a small fee per day for Monday,
Tuesday, and Wednesday.  We have a beautiful tent camping area near
the stage and vendors and most of the campsites are on grass.  Camping will be free for those arriving on Thursday or later and purchase
a 3 day pass for the festival.  Unfortunately there are no electrical or
full service hook ups.  We will have food and other vendors Friday
afternoon through Sunday afternoon.
You can visit our web page at cbaontheweb.org, click on events
and then Kings River Bluegrass Festival for more information or to
purchase your early bird tickets.  You can also contact me for more
information at 559-696-0382 or at kingsriverbluegrassfestival@comcast.net. Be sure to stop by our information booth in the Main Stage
area at the Father’s Day Bluegrass Festival in Grass Valley June 13th to
16th.  While you are at the Fathers Day festival and you see a tall guy
wearing a BIG hat and a LOUD shirt, that will probably be me, so
say hi and I will be glad to answer any questions you may have about
our wonderful Kings River Bluegrass Festival.  So mark your calendar
early to take advantage of this great Bluegrass festival!

CBA Fall Campout
October 14-20

151 Brannan Island Rd
Isleton, CA

Special performances on the

Kings River Festival!

Vern’s Stage

It’s almost time for the

Windy Hill.

Wednesday night at Vern’s
A pre-Festival, post-Music Camp celebration
takes place at Vern’s on Wednesday evening. And it’s
the kickoff to the Father’s Day Festival so everyone
camped at Grass Valley may come down and get started on watching some fine performances.
The whole shebang gets started on the Vern’s
Stage at 8 PM on Wednesday night. First up are perfomances by the very talented volunteer staff of the
California Bluegrass Association Music Camp. You’ll
see the professional Music Camp teachers. we call ‘em
the Music Camp All-Stars, up on the main stage on

Thursday at 4 PM. But the mighty tribe of teacher’s
assistants and other Music Camp volunteers are amazingly talented and put on a heck of a show together.
Do not miss!
Well, we told you that to tell you this. After you
have grabbed a seat for the Wednesday night show at
Vern’s, do not give up your place, because you’re going
to want to be front and center for the 8:45 set of the
Father’s Day Kick Off Extravaganza. It’s none other
than our very good friends and nationally acclaimed
bluegrass act, the Tuttles with AJ Lee!

The Tuttles with AJ Lee
Authentic bluegrass &
roots music from the next
generation! The next generation of bluegrass is here: The
Tuttles with AJ Lee! This
young, super talented band
is composed of singers and
multi-instrumentalists who
have been playing music since
they were barely old enough
to hold a pick. The band has
received numerous awards:
Best Band for two years in
a row from The Northern
The Tuttles with AJ Lee. The Wednesday night show is open to all.
California Bluegrass Society; Molly Tuttle voted Best
Guitarist, Michael Tuttle the Best Mandolin Player, and and scholarships to the Berklee College of Music for her
Jack Tuttle the Best Fiddler. Best Vocalist awards went songwriting and guitar skills. Molly’s singing, song-writto AJ Lee in 2010, 2011 and 2013 and Molly in 2012. ing and multi-instrumental talents amaze listeners. She
This band receives standing ovations wherever they play made her first CD, The Old Apple Tree, at age 13 with
because of their youthful, vibrant performances of old her father, Jack and it is often played on Pandora Internet
Radio, which produced a video on Molly after the CD’s
traditional tunes and tasteful new originals.
release.
Sullivan and Michael Tuttle started to have an
The Band Members
A.J. Lee of Tracy, California is a bit of a musical international following when they were just 6 and 8
phenom. She’s not yet 16, and she’s already been the years old and their video of El Cumbanchero, which
subject of a Mother Jones article titled “Could This Kid they played impossibly fast and beautifully, went viral
Be the Next Allison Krauss?” Popular Webzine Califor- on Youtube -- it now has over 1.6 millions views from
niality calls AJ “California’s Hottest Singer” because of around the world. Their musicianship was impressive
her jaw-droppingly beautiful voice. AJ and the Tuttles at that young age and just keeps getting even better.
Jack Tuttle has taught and performed bluegrass
first crossed paths at the California Bluegrass Association’s festival in Grass Valley in 2004. They started per- music for most of his life. He’s the father of Molly, Miforming together in 2008, when AJ and Michael were chael, and Sullivan and is the band’s bass player. Jack is
just 11, and recorded their first album, Introducing the a masterful performer and instructor on fiddle, banjo,
guitar and mandolin and an expert in bluegrass muTuttles with AJ Lee, in 2010.
Molly Tuttle has performed on Prairie Home sic. Jack taught the kids bluegrass music at home, just
Companion with Jack where they took second place in as he learned from his father, Gerald Tuttle, on the
the annual duet contest. Molly took first place at Mer- family farm in Illinois where Jack’s family formed the
leFest’s highly competitive Songwriting Contest. Molly original Tuttle Family bluegrass band. Jack has been
has received many other awards, including the first Ha- awarded the California Bluegrass Association’s highzel Dickens Memorial Scholarship, from the Founda- est honor, the Lifetime Membership award for his
tion for Bluegrass Music; scholarships to the highly se- great contributions to helping bluegrass music thrive
lective Acoustic Music Seminars lead by Mike Marshall; in California.
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2013 Fathers Day Festival Luthiers Pavilion
By Monte Hendricks
It has been a joy for me, for several years now, to
introduce the participants inside the Luthiers Pavilion.
Musical instrument builders are, without a doubt, an
interesting sort. What captures and refines their desire
to create not only wonderful sounding instruments but
also works of art? Please stop in and check out the great
instruments but be sure to say hello and visit with us,
find out some answers to the question I’ve asked. You’ll
find that we’re all eager to help with information whether you are a seasoned player, professional, or just starting
out on your musical journey. As always, we are fortunate
that the Luthiers Pavilion continues to draw impressive
talent from the world of musical instrument building.
Here is this year’s line up
Matt Bohn:
This is Matt’s first time in the Pavilion and comes
from Felton, California. Matt has a passion for the upright bass that started in the mid 1970’s. Coming from
a family tradition of woodworking, he easily made the
transition from professional bassist to bass luthier. Matt
is equipped to help bassists with just about any adjustment, including set-up or repair issues, and bow rehairs.

Doc Huff joins us from Oregon with his fine
handcrafted banjos.
Steve Joynes:
Steve is from Palo Alto, California. Steve offers a
variety of violin family instruments for tone, appearance,
and price that will appeal to almost anyone. Steve says that
being a fiddler himself led to a deep interest in repairing
and restoring fiddles. Steve tries to have a few new student
outfits to help people get started on fiddle playing. Steve is
set up to do on site repairs.
Randall Kramer:
“Sparky” builds flat-top guitars in Truckee, California. He has an impressive list of exceptional guitarists who
have played his instruments. Randall sets this goal as a
builder with which to measure his success, “One playing is
worth a thousand testimonials.” Sparky is set up to do on
site repairs and set ups in the Pavilion.
Bill Laird:
Bill comes from Lovelock, Nevada and builds his
“Saltgrass” mandolins. Bill is an enthusiastic builder who
finds crafting musical instruments a fascinating endeavor.
Bill enjoys the Luthiers Pavilion as it is a place to showcase
his work and share experiences and ideas with his fellow
luthiers.

Austin Clark showcases his wonderful
mandolins in the Luthiers Pavilion.
Austin Clark:
It was great to meet Austin – his first outing - at last
year’s Pavilion. Austin handcrafts mandolin and mandolin family instruments in Boise, Idaho. Though his
primary focus is on mandolins, he also makes archtop
guitars and OM style flat-tops.

Michael Lewis:
Michael is from Grass Valley, California. His mandolins, guitars and his repair skills are known throughout the
bluegrass world. Michael & and his wife Leitza continue to
play a pivotal role in organizing the Luthiers Pavilion. We
owe them a big thank you and a debt of gratitude for helping to make the Luthiers Pavilion a part of the Festival!

David Dart:
David Dart has been a custom instrument maker
for more than 40 years making everything from Lutes
and Hurdy-Gurdies to Basses and Mandolins and a wide
variety of guitars. He specializes in Acoustic Lap Steels
and Mandolin family instruments often with custom inlays and specs to suit the individual buyer. David comes
from Philo, California.

Bruce Sexauer:
Bruce comes from Petaluma, California and has a
long time presence in the Pavilion. Bruce is known for his
highly evolved acoustic flat top guitars with adventurous
designs under his “Sexauer” banner. At the Luthiers Pavilion Bruce offers his services as a String Bass set-up technician. Bruce will also have a variety of String Basses for sale.
Bruce has been building for many years and, like the rest
of us, is always enjoying honing his skills. www.sexauerluthier.com

Joe Dragony:
Joe is a guitar builder from Carmichael, California.
While arch-tops and electrics have been his main focus, he has ventured into building flat-tops. Joe has also
added mandolins to his line. He does repairs on guitars,
mandolins, and tube amplifiers and will be set up to help
you out at his booth.

Roger Siminoff:
Roger is from Arroyo Grande, California. Well
known in the music world, he has authored several books
and numerous articles on building and setting up instruments. Today Roger devotes his time to the production
of mandolin kits, banjo and mandolin parts, as well as his
writing.

Hendricks Banjos:
Brothers, Monte & Allen Hendricks build custom
banjos and provide repair, restoration, and custom work
on banjos out of their shop in Pollock Pines, California.
Monte has been a banjo craftsman since 1974. Allen is
also known for his banjo picking talents and is a gifted
banjo instructor. They believe in design, construction,
and artistry based on innovation and engineering but
well grounded in traditional ideals.

Gary Vessel:
This is Gary’s first year at the pavilion and he comes
from Modesto, California. After graduating from the Violin Making School of America in 1988 and a career in
building and repairing violins, Gary has now ventured in
mandolins. He now divides his time building and restoring
orchestral instruments and mandolins.

Patrick “Doc” Huff:
Doc started building his heirloom quality openback banjos in 2003 and this is his second time in the
Pavilion. Doc comes from Dallas, Oregon. Doc is a very
fine woodworker and his banjos certainly reflect it.

The Luthiers Pavilion is one of the anchors of the
Fathers Day Festival and a unique opportunity for festival attendees to talk with and experience the work
of some of the finest builders. Many of us are offering
workshops during the festival; please check the schedule for times. Please make the Luthiers Pavilion part of
your Festival Experience!
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Luthiers Pavilion
The CBA thanks
luthier Steve
Joynes for
being a
Father’s Day
Festival
sponsor. Buy
a CBA raffle
ticket for a
chance to win a
fiddle or other
instrument!
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Sunday
morning
service
A non-denominational chapel service, independently hosted
by Leroy and Jan McNees will be
held at the Pioneer Stage on Sunday at 9:00 am. An inspirational
story and bluegrass gospel music
will highlight this service which
the McNees’ and friends have been
bringing to Grass Valley for over 20
years.

CBA Raffle
- Blueridge
guitar benefits
CBA Youth
programs
This year’s CBA raffle is a little
different. Yes, we have the usual amazing high end instruments from Martin (love that special engraving for the
Father’s Day Festival) and Deering
(any actuary will tell you that there is
a 79% chance you will own a Deering banjo sometime in your life). We
have our usual fine stand up bass from
John Greene of the 5th String Sacramento. He’s make this contribution
for years now!
We’ve got newbies! Welcome to
our old friend, Steve Joynes, as a new
sponsor of the festival, having contributed a shiny new Cremona violin,
case and bow. And we are very proud
of our new sponsor Guitar Showcase,
San Jose. They came through with an
F style mandolin. Come down and
check it out at the raffle booth.
But the big difference is that
we have a new level of contribution,
one that benefits the CBA youth programs directly. This includes more
than the Kids On Bluegrass program
that springs immediately to the mind
of most CBA’ers. But we now also
have the ultimate outreach for youth!
The young beginners have their very
own music camp: The CBA Bluegrass Camp for Kids. It’s the first year.
We plan on investing in it. It is our
very future. Also under our umbrella
of “youth programs” please include
Kathleen Rushing’s KidsFest, right
here at this festival. We’re also grooming the CBA leaders of tomorrow with
our Volunteens activities at Grass Valley. Put’ em to work, we say!
To contribute to the CBA youth
programs you’ll simply buy a raffle
ticket for the Saga sponsored Blueridge guitar. It’s pretty sweet! Plus it’s
in the honor of Melvin Goins and the
Lonesome Pine Fiddlers!

Pick up a

Visit the Luthiers Pavilion and take a test drive.

S.H.A.R.E.S. card
at the FDF
mercantile booth!
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Do you have a child who would like to participate in the
Kids on Bluegrass Program? www.kidsonbluegrass.com
Currently the Kids on Bluegrass program, under the direction of Frank Solivan, Sr., takes place at the CBA Fathers Day
Bluegrass Festival in Grass Valley, California and under the title
of  Kids on Stage also at Larry and Sondra Bakers “Bluegrassin’
in the Foothills” festival in Plymouth, California.
Frank Solivan, Sr. has been directing this program for approximately 19 years and he and his kids consistently delight
audiences with high quality and highly talented young people.
This program is open to children ages 3 to 17. The
children must be able to sing and/or play their instrument
WITHOUT parents or guardians help. Songs MUST be
completely memorized (again without help). Children must
have good enough understanding of their instrument to have
good timing, know their chords and be able to change chords
quickly, easily play 2 or three songs and the ability to play in
a group.
Rehearsal takes place many hours during the day for several days at each festival and culminates in a stage production
To find out if your child is ready to participate, visit Frank
on the main stage at each festival. Parents and children must Solivan, Sr. at his campsite in the tent camping area, near the
be ready to commit to all of the rehearsals.
entrance gate to the fairgrounds.

The Darrell Johnston Kids
Instrument Lending Library
By Bruce Long
Do you have an instrument you want to donate to the
Kids Instrument Lending Library? Do you know of a child
that needs to borrow and instrument?
This year at the Fathers Day Festival there will be several
places to drop off instruments.
Drop off points:
1.  Bruce Long-Lending Library Librarian will be located
in the first row of electric only camping after you enter
the gate located on the left. Sign will be out.
2. Darby & Bruno Brandli-Camp Spam located in the
tent area.

3. The CBA Festival Headquarters trailer (Also known
as Montie’s trailer)
Applications to borrow an instrument can be picked up
at Bruce Long’s trailer in the Electric Only Area. To donate
an instrument please make sure your name, address, phone
number are on a piece of paper inside the instrument case.
This is imperative! Please do not take instruments to be
donated to the Kids on Bluegrass area. This is a completely
different program. Please do not interrupt the KOB rehearsals by taking in donated instruments.  Please take instrument
to the other locations.

Late-Night Hot Dog Cart
returns to the Grass
Valley campground
By Larry Baker
GOT
THE
MUNCHIES??? You can
get your fix! The Hot
Dog/ Sausage booth will
once again be up and
running Friday & Saturday nights of the festival.
Again the booth will located in its usual spot in
the middle of the campground and manned this
year by Dylan Davis of
Oroville . Dylan will be
open and ready to roll at
10:00 pm serving those
great All Beef Hot Dogs,
Polish Sausage and for
those who can handle em
About 10 PM Friday night?
Cajun Hot Links. This
He’s your best buddy!
should keep the jamming
goin’. Soft drinks & water will also be available. The booth will
remain open as long as there are those hungry folks who have
worked up an appetite from all the great jammin’.
The late-night hot dog booth has become a favorite place
to stop by to see friends for great jamming and late night socializing.  It has become the late night hangout and place to meet,
greet and to showcase your jamming.  Late night jammers and
even some bands have assembled at the now popular area to
showcase their talent. Everyone is encouraged to drop by for
a tune or two and who knows it’s not uncommon to find one
or more of the on-stage bands pickin’ and eatin’ around the
hot dog stand. When you get that late night hunger pain drop
by and see Dylan and grab a dog.  Entertainment provided by
campground jammers! Come for the music stay for the food.
UMMMM GOOD!

What Does Family Friendly Mean?
An Essay by Ted Lehmann
tedlehmann.blogspot.com
Some people give Milton Harkey and Doyle Lawson credit for creating the “family friendly” bluegrass
festival out of the chaos of festivals
in the 1970’s. As nearly as I can tell,
the first recognizable multi-day bluegrass festival held in Fincastle, VA
over Labor Day weekend in 1965
was a glorious event attracting bluegrass fanatics from as far away as New
York to attend. Phil Zimmerman has
written an account of his memory of
Fincastle, which catches the spirit
of the event. My sense is that the attendees were a multi-generational
group of local Appalachian country
people, members of the burgeoning folk/bluegrass community who
were making music in Washington
Square in New York, practically all
the extant bluegrass bands available
in 1965, and some people who were
on the cusp of forging the counterculture that would grow and flourish
into the 70’s. They fit together in this
new environment and had a wonderful weekend, which those who were
there remember vividly. Somehow,
over the next twenty years, festivals
increased in numbers and bluegrass
bands did, too. The bands were,
like the original Fincastle attendees,
composed of country people and
city billies making, reproducing,
and creating a musical culture.
The audiences were increas-

ingly influenced by the times and
a growing youth culture where socalled hippies, often smoking pot,
and motorcycle groups (I hesitate to
use the word “gangs”) as well as older
and more settled folks warily mixed,
or didn’t, with each other. There
were, perhaps, some incidents and
violence, discouraging some people
from coming to events where they
felt their own safety and enjoyment
were compromised as well as that of
their children, who they wished to
be able to run free in the country
for a relaxed weekend of music. Into
this environment, at least according
to legend, Milton Harkey and Doyle
Lawson, at the Denton FarmPark,
eliminated the hippies and bikers by
cleaning out the drugs and alcohol
which many found objectionable.
The Family festival was born.
Family Festival became a code
phrase for a bluegrass festival where
drugs, alcohol, and people who
might be seen as “undesirables” were
unwelcome. It strikes me that many
who were excluded as being somehow undesirable in the seventies
and eighties are now grandparents
who are eminently acceptable. Visible alcohol is generally viewed as
being publicly unacceptable in “family” festivals, although it’s been my
experience that, particularly as the
evening wears on, there’s plenty of
alcohol being consumed, sometimes
hidden in “coozies”, sometimes not

so much. There seems to be an assumption that seeing the consumption of alcohol is somehow bad
for children. Meanwhile, although
fewer and fewer people smoke at all,
those who do are increasingly defensive and resentful about their habit
that they resolutely light up regardless of the comfort or health of others. Finally, sound levels maintained
at many events are so high that
they can cause significant and permanent damage to children’s ears.
We recently attended an event at
which the sound was so loud it was
obviously painful to dogs near the
stage. We saw a woman standing in
front of the speakers with an infant
on her chest in a baby sling. Could
there be anything less child friendly
than such loud noise? Can an event
where children must breathe secondary smoke and have their ears assaulted by dangerous levels of sound
be called “Family Friendly.” On the
other hand, must promoters deprive
themselves of a significant source of
revenue by refusing to serve, sell, and
regulate the use of beer and other alcohol to be called family friendly?
So what makes a festival truly
family friendly? Family friendly
means more than making a statement
that an event is “Family Friendly.” It
requires that festival organizers take
positive action to make sure there are
activities aimed at children and that
the grounds offer a safe and welcom-

ing setting for children. One festival
we have often attended sets aside an
activity area with games, arts & crafts,
and supervision where parents could
feel free to leave their children for
several hours at a time. Another has
a large sand pit (usually a beach volley ball court) where small children
play for hours while their parents
sitting nearby can still see the stage.
We’ve seen pony rides and inflatable
slides or bouncers at several festivals.
Festivals held in large campgrounds
have a huge advantage here, because
they often have swimming pools
or playgrounds available. Adding
game rooms, basketball hoops, and a
swimming pool makes a festival teen
friendly, too.
Perhaps the most important
elements for making a bluegrass festival family friendly revolve around
learning and making music. Kids
camps, staffed by willing professional musicians and volunteers serve
an important goal in teaching and
furthering bluegrass music. It’s sad
that several festivals we attend have
seen their kids camps reduced in size
or eliminated in the face of cost cutbacks. While this may aid in meeting
the current budget, the long range
consequences are fewer attendees
of child rearing age and less interest in making music among elementary age and teenage children. While
staffing a full-fledged kids camp can
require a staff and providing a bud-

get, it turns out to be an investment
in music and in attendance. A place
set aside for young people’s jamming
works, too.
The promoter’s role in all this,
besides organizing and providing for
functions that make a festival family friendly is to have some courage.
Because promoters are reluctant to
offend paying customers, they often
either don’t set standards or are reluctant to enforce those standards
they do set. We recently attended a
festival where the emcee announced
the “rules” in such a way as to seem
to be apologizing for the fact that
the promoter had established a
few limits. Rules are rarely spoken
of when the audience is full. We
also attend festivals where security,
whether volunteer or police detail,
are present and evident. When standards regarding smoking, drunkenness, and rowdyism are enforced, it
doesn’t take long for those attending to adjust their behavior to the
rules. Removing a few people from
the grounds will inevitably lead to
increased attendance. After all, the
vast majority of people attending
festivals know how to behave like
adults, govern their behavior, and be
considerate of those around them. It
is clear that making a festival “Family Friendly” will result in broader
attendance and increased revenues.
However, being Family Friendly
must always be more than a slogan.
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CBA sponsor Bluegrass
What’s going on in the world
of bluegrass? If you don’t know,
you must not be reading Bluegrass
Today.
Our site offers the most comprehensive coverage of our beloved
bluegrass music available online.
Each day we post news about recordings, festivals and concerts,
bluegrass music videos, instructional opportunities and learning
aids, album and book reviews, new
products, band changes and more.
Bluegrass Today tries to look
back as well as forward, with special features on seminal artists,
dates, records and other important
aspects of the history of the music.
And we don’t forget the importance of laughter, with regular
humor columns and videos.
You’ll also find photo galleries
from prominent festivals, and an
Events Directory where promoters
large and small can list details of
their events on the site. There are
categories for multi-day festivals,
concerts, jam sessions, and music
camps. Readers can search by an
artist name, a state or city, or even
a zip code.
Anyone can add an event free
of charge.
Our Bluegrass Business Directory is fast becoming the best
place to search for bands, and
professionals in a variety of categories. Studios, producers, radio
programmers, bluegrass clubs and
associations, instrument builders
and repairmen, photographers,
publicists and music teachers, to
name a few.
If you offer any sort of product
or service to the bluegrass world,
you should be listed there as well!
Do you like to talk about
bluegrass? There are a variety of
discussion forums established for
that purpose.
Things got started in 2004
with a web site called The Bluegrass Blog, a project launched by
a pair of Virginia grassers: John
Lawless (who was running AcuTab
Publications), and Brance Gillihan (owner/operator of Clear Blue
Productions audio/video studio).
Blogs were the latest craze in online publishing at the time, and
John and Brance decided to see
if there would interest in such a
venue for bluegrass lovers.
The site was a hit right away,
and advertisers were quick to support the venture, allowing all the
content to be provided without
any sort of subscription or fee.
Within a few years, the business of
running The Bluegrass Blog began
to press up against their other commitments in the music world, and
outside help was being solicited.
When Brance made a decision
to leave the music business to pursue the ministry in the Spring of
2011, John partnered with widely-syndicated broadcaster, Terry
Herd, of the Bluegrass Radio Network. They set to work planning
an expanded online presence, to be
named Bluegrass Today.
Project managers and programmers were brought onboard,

and after a hectic six months of
work, Bluegrass Today went live
online at the end of September, in
conjunction with the 2011 World
of Bluegrass convention in Nashville.
Now, instead of just a pair of
authors, more than a dozen correspondents, reviewers, writers and
photographers now contribute to
the site from all across the US - and
the world!

Today

Over the course of each
week, an average of 4 new stories
are posted daily, with content determined by “what’s news” at the
time. Readers are invited to share
their comments on any of the stories, and it only takes a click to
share one with your friends using
Facebook, Twitter and other social
media platforms.  
Won’t you come visit us at
www.bluegrasstoday.com?
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CBA’s 2013 IBMA Fundraiser Drawing
DEERING EAGLE II BANJO
Deering’s newest and most affordable professional
grade resonator 5-string banjo. The Eagle II banjo
is a whole new breed of banjo. The Deering Eagle II
Banjo features the ground breaking, patent pending
Twenty-Ten Tone Ring which is a completely
original Deering design that is unlike any other traditional tone ring.
Value: $2499.00

MARTIN “GRASS VALLEY 2013”
CUSTOM HD-28V
Sitka spruce top and East Indian Rosewood,
forward-shifted scalloped bracing, grained ivoroid
binding, herringbone top inlay, “Zig-Zag” back
purfling, black ebony fingerboard and saddle,
bone nut and bone “long” saddle, long pattern
“diamonds and squares” fingerboard inlay, polished
gloss lacquer finish, furnished with a 5-ply arched,
“Geib-style” hardshell case. With the custom inlay
the list price is $4349.00

CREMONA SB-3 PREMIER DELUXE
STUDENT OUTFIT - BASS 3/4
This is America’s best value in a Flamed Maple
bass. With its beautiful violin-shaped body and
quality fittings such as the ebony fingerboard...
You will surely be noticed wherever you and
your bass might go. Value: $1,700.00

5th String Music Store
Alhambra & J Street
Sacramento, CA

The Fiddle Guy
Steve Joynes

FLINTHILL FHM 75 “F” STYLE BLUEGRASS MANDOLIN
Flinthill Mandolin F Style sunburst hand-carved solid spruce
top with maple back and sides. Traditional nitro-cellulose
sunburst finish Maple neck with adjustable truss rod. Bound
rosewood fretboard with dot inlays and scooped extension
over body. With a Deluxe Hardshell Case. Value: $808.00
The Cremona SV100 Premier violin
is hand-carved and graduated. It has
hardwood fittings, ebony fingerboard,
and a translucent warm brown finish.
Includes a lightweight case and bow.
Easily-played and perfect for students.
Retail value is $179.95

CBA Instrument Drawing Ticket Order Form

Please send me the following tickets for the CBA Fundraiser drawings.
When purchasing multiple tickets, please indicate how many tickets you
want for each instrument. Blueridge Guitar proceeds go to CBA youth programs.

BLUERIDGE GUITAR
RAFFLE TICKETS
PROCEEDS GO TO CBA
YOUTH PROGRAMS!!

No. of
Tickets
Purchased

BLUERIDGE BR-2060 LONESOME
PINE FIDDLERS 70th
ANNIVERSARY GUITAR

No. of
Tickets

Instrument

1 Ticket

$5.00

Martin Custom HD-28V Guitar

6 Tickets

$25.00

Deering Eagle II Banjo

14 Tickets $50.00

Collings
MT2 A-Model
Mandolin
Flinthill FHM
75 F mandolin

21 Tickets $75.00

Cremona SV-1240
SV-100 Violin Outfit

30 Tickets $100.00

Cremona SV-3 Upright Bass

Blueridge PBS
BR-2060
GuitarGuitar
GoldTone
Resonator

Please Print:
Name:
Address:

All Solid wood with Select Sitka spruce top, Indian Rosewood back.
One-piece mahogany neck with adjustable truss rod. Natural high-gloss
finish with aging toner. Bound peghead features Brazilian rosewood overlay
adorned w/ unique “Lonesome Pine Fiddlers 70th Anniversary” inlay design.
With hardshell case. Value $1750.

City:

State:

Phone:

Email:

Zip Code:

Send your donation, payable to the California Bluegrass Association (CBA) along with a
self-addressed, stamped envelope to:
Tickets, P.O. Box 1070, Boron, CA 93596

Drawing to be held durng the CBA Fall Campout,October
October19,
20,2013
2012.
Need not be present to win
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John Dee Holeman
Blues player 68 years

Learn more about the Martin 000-42 and how the legend of the crossroads influenced music at martinguitar.com/crossroads.

