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The Youngest of the Old-Timers...
The New Larry Sparks Signature Model Blueridge Guitar!

SHIFT YOUR BREAK
INTO OVERDRIVE…!!!
If you’re looking for that elusive pre-war rumble and roar
and don’t want to take a second loan on your “Cabin in the
Pines…,” hook a Gold Star Banjo on your strap. The
GF-100 is available in Hearts and Flowers, Flying Eagle,
or Wreath Inlay Patterns.
In the studio and on stage, Gold Star has the power if
you’ve got the drive!

From The Johnson Mountain Boys to
Seneca Rocks, three-time IBMA Banjo
Player of the Year, The Right Hand Man,
Tom Adams has played a GF-100W
Gold Star Banjo for his entire professional career.

I

n the mid-1960s Ralph and Carter Stanley saw something in a boy
from Lebanon, Ohio. From those early days with the Stanley
Brothers, Larry Sparks has developed his own dynamic style while
staying true to the traditions of that good old-time country music.
Those powerful lead guitar breaks, paired with soulful vocals
have endeared him to Bluegrass Music Lovers everywhere.
The Larry Sparks Signature Model Blueridge is based on the
unique design elements of the guitar that is so closely identified with his career. The power and tradition are built in
and the guitar, like Larry Sparks himself, is already being
called “The Youngest of the Old-Timers!”

FEATURES

• Fast mahogany neck
• Deluxe tapered-wall resonator
with twin inlaid purfling rings
• Three-ply rock maple rim
• Cast, copper-rich pre-war alloy
tone ring
• Single piece die-cast flange
• Triple nickel plated hardware
• Faultless Superior® hardshell case

BR-3060 Larry Sparks Signature Guitar:
• Full-size black pickguard
• Vintage 50s style waffle-back tuners
• Certificate of Authenticity
Saga Musical Instruments
P.O. Box 2841 • South San Francisco, CA 94080
Visit us at www.sagamusic.com

BR-3060

Saga Musical Instruments • South San Francisco, CA 94080 • Visit us at www.sagamusic.com

GF-100W
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Junior Sisk & Ramblers Choice The Tuttles
Junior Sisk And Ramblers
Choice are gaining great recognition as one of the best traditional
bluegrass bands to hit the scene in
decades.  Junior’s soulful and sometimes haunting vocals, reminiscent
of the late, great, Carter Stanley,
who happens to be his hero, have
captivated audiences for years.
With the brand new release of their
debut album on Rebel Records,  
“Blue Side Of The Blue Ridge”,
the band has once again captured
something magical.   The pleasant
mix of old and new is sure to offer
something for everyone.   Joining
Junior is long time singing partner and cousin Timmy Massey on
bass, Darrell Wilkerson on banjo,
John Miller on mandolin and Billy
Hawks on fiddle.
Junior Sisk has lived most of
his life in the Blue Ridge Mountains of Virginia where he listened
to and played the music that was
born there.   His songwriting
helped The Lonesome River Band
in its ascent to bluegrass stardom
in the early 1990’s, but it was his
lonesome, haunting singing that
earned him the devotion of traditional bluegrass fans a few years
later as a member of Wyatt Rice
and Santa Cruz.  Subsequently, he
assembled Ramblers Choice, which
released the acclaimed “Sounds of
the Mountains” in 1998, and contributed to the IBMA award winning “The Stanley Gospel Tradition”.  A brief stint with The Lost
and Found followed before Junior
took over the lead vocal role for
BlueRidge.  Junior has been nominated many times for Songwriter
and Male Vocalist of the year.   
Timmy Massey grew up in
the Foothills of the Blue Ridge
Mountains to a musical family and
started writing songs at an early
age. In 1995 was honored with
the IBMA award for song of the

with special guest AJ Lee

Junior Sisk and Ramblers Choice
year for “Cold Virginia Night”  recorded by Ronnie Bowman.   Since
then many artist have recorded
Timmy’s material including Dan
Tyminski,  Lonesome River Band,  
BlueRidge,  IIIrd Tyme Out,  Ernie
Thacker,   Carolina Road and The
Churchmen.   Timmy is glad to be
back singing and playing bass with
cousin Junior Sisk, as a member of
Ramblers Choice.  
Darrell Wilkerson became interested in bluegrass music at an
early age and started playing banjo
when he was 9 years old and has
loved the music ever since. Darrell has played with several bands
over the years including Carolina
Drive, The Tims Family,  and Honi
Deaton and Dream.    Some of
his favorite banjo players are J.D.
Crowe, Ron Stewart, Jim Mills
and of course the legendary Earl
Scruggs.
Billy Hawks on fiddle started
playing music when he was nine
years old.  He contributes his music
playing to his mother.  Billy played
with Big Country for seven years,
has filled in with Doyle Lawson
and Quicksilver and has recorded

John Reischman

John Reischman
Veteran artist John Reischman’s mastery of the instrument
is showcased today in the powerful
bluegrass band John Reischman
and the Jaybirds.
Born in Ukiah, California in
1955, John first played guitar at
age 12 before discovering the mandolin at age 17. Drawing inspiration from the playing of bluegrass

patriarch Bill Monroe and new
acoustic mandolin pioneers Frank
Wakefield, Sam Bush, Andy Statman and David Grisman, John was
also influenced by his exposure to
the hot swing of guitarist Django
Reinhardt and jazz mandolin of
pioneers Jethro Burns and Tiny
Moore.
John’s synthesis of this wide
range of genres was honed over
more than two decades of performing beginning in the San Francisco
Bay Area in the late 1970s.
As an original member of the
legendary Tony Rice Unit, John cemented his reputation touring and
recording for many years with the
Bay Area’s eclectic Good Ol’ Persons.
John’s current band, the Jaybirds includes highly regarded veterans Jim Nunally on guitar and
vocals, Trisha Gagnon on bass and
vocals, Nick Hornbuckle on banjo
and Greg Spatz on fiddle.

with numerous groups from that
region.   
John Miller is a tenor vocalist,
songwriter, multi-instrumentalist
and producer who combines old
and new sounds into new forms of
acoustic/bluegrass music. John is
one who enjoys playing with musicians who play “band style” music.
Playing bluegrass since the age of
seven his brother Eddie along with
his Father Earnest gave him the desire to take his place in the music no
matter how much or how little. He
has been member, toured and/or
recorded with The Lonesome River
Band, J.D. Crowe and The New
South, Charlie Sizemore Band,
Norman Wright and The Travelers, Wyatt Rice, Jesse Brock, Frank
Solivan II, Bill Emerson, Micheal
Cleveland, Mike Auldridge, Valerie Smith, Darren Beachley Band
and many others. In 2004 John
teamed up with dear Friend and
fellow song writer Frank Solivan II
to write a song about John’s Father
passing in may 2005. The song is
called Selfish Tears and it is the title
cut for Frank’s new recording “Selfish Tears”.

The Tuttles with special guest
AJ Lee are a mostly kids band playing bluegrass and old-time music
based in Palo Alto, CA. They feature two of the finest young singers
in the country with Molly Tuttle
and AJ Lee and the high-speed
picking of Molly’s brothers, Sullivan and Michael. Under the musical direction of their father, Jack,
a long-time bluegrass muscian and
teacher, The Tuttles with AJ Lee
have impressed audiences around
the Bay Area and beyond with their
high-level bluegrass skills.
Molly Tuttle (15) is the lead
singer and multi-instrumentalist.
Whether playing bluegrass banjo,
old-time banjo or flatpicking guitar, Molly has captured attention
on the national bluegrass scene with
her high level playing and singing.
As Dennis Brunnenmeyer, KVMR
radio on-air personality said of her
CD, “with her crystal-clear voice,
crisp falsettos and her apparently
instinctive interpretations... this is
one young woman you don’t want
to overlook.”
AJ Lee (11) is one of the finest young bluegrass singers in the
country. With a full voice that
reflects a deep understanding of
bluegrass singing despite her young
age, she has captured the attention
of many in
the
bluegrass music
community.
By the age
of
eight,
she was being asked to
perform at
major bluegrass events,
including
the IBMA
FanFest in
Nashville.

In 2008, AJ performed at a major
NASCAR event in Indianapolis
to an audience of 40,000 and on
national TV. With The Tuttles she
plays mandolin, but she also plays
guitar, fiddle and banjo.
Sullivan Tuttle (13) plays guitar and is a rapidly developing star
of flatpicking bluegrass. Able to
play at the fastest of bluegrass tempos, Sullivan has been performing
on stage since the age of eight. His
solos are a surprisingly complex
blend of virtuosity and taste.
Michael Tuttle (11) has been
playing mandolin for six years and
has no trouble keeping up with
his older siblings. Whether it’s a
Monroe style traditional piece, or
a jazzy number, Michael shows a
command of his instrument that
belies his young age.
Jack Tuttle is the band’s bass
player, vocalist and music director.
He is an honorary lifetime member of the California Bluegrass Association and has been a full-time
bluegrass teacher for thirty years.
Jack has played in the California
bluegrass scene since the 1980’s
and has toured in the US, Canada
and Japan. Known for numerous
standout students, this band features some of his best.

The Tuttles with AJ Lee

Roland White

Roland White
Springing from a large family of musicians, Roland, along
with brothers Eric and Clarence,
first played together as youngsters
in their native Maine. Moving to
southern California in 1955, The
Country Boys (later to become
The Kentucky Colonels) won talent contests and appeared on local
television shows and even landed

appearances on The Andy Griffith
Show. The Kentucky Colonels’ influence has far exceeded the band’s
short tenure as an active band.
Their “Appalachian Swing” album
remains one of the most influential
albums of that era, a landmark in
the history of bluegrass. During
the years the Kentucky Colonels
were together, they featured such
great musicians as Roger Bush,
Billy Ray Lathum, Leroy Mack,
Bobby Slone, and the legendary
fiddler Scott Stoneman.
Moving from The Kentucky
Colonels into a position as guitarist for Bill Monroe in the late 60’s,
Roland absorbed the traditional
feel and repertoire from the Father
Of Bluegrass that remains a strong
element in his music today. He also
took part in several landmark recording sessions while a Bluegrass
Boy, among them The Gold Rush,
Is The Blue Moon Still Shining,
Crossing The Cumberlands, Sally
Goodin, Kentucky Mandolin, and

The Walls Of Time. From Monroe’s band, Roland moved on to
that of another bluegrass pioneer,
Lester Flatt, playing mandolin and
recording several albums as a member of The Nashville Grass from
1969-1973. In 1973 a short-lived
reunion of The White Brothers was
brought to an untimely end due to
Clarence White’s tragic death. Roland then began a thirteen-year tenure with the progressive west coast
group Country Gazette, first playing guitar and then mandolin, with
such bluegrass luminaries as Byron
Berline, Alan Munde, Joe Carr, and
Roger Bush. Roland’s most recent
musical affiliation, with the highly decorated Nashville Bluegrass
Band, began in 1989 and ended
when he left that group at the end
of 2000. The Nashville Bluegrass
Band distinguished themselves as
the premier bluegrass band of their
generation, winning two Grammies and Grammy nominations on
all of their albums.
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CBA’s 2009 IBMA Fund-raiser Drawing

MARTIN D-18V
GRASS VALLEY GUITAR

CREMONA SV-200 PREMIER
STUDENT OUTFIT - VIOLIN 4/4

D-18V Dreadnought: Special
Grass Valley 2009 inlay, modified V-shaped neck, scalloped
bracing, vintage tuning machines
and Gieb style case. Solid Spruce
top, Mahogany back and sides.
Ebony fingerboard and bridge,
old-style abalone position dots and
open-geared chrome tuners with
butterbean knobs.

The SV-200 Cremona Premier Student Violin outfit: solid carved
maple and spruce, high-grade ebony fittings and 4 fine tuners. To
complete these outfits, Travelite TL-33 oblong violin case, and an
exceptional LB-15 J. La Salle octagonal Brazilwood bow with ebony
frog!
Value: $279.00

5th String Music Store
Alhambra & J Street
Sacramento, CA

Value: $4,000.00

CREMONA SB-3 PREMIER DELUXE
STUDENT OUTFIT - BASS 3/4
This is America’s best value in
a Flamed Maple bass. With its
beautiful violin-shaped body and
quality fittings such as the ebony
fingerboard... You will surely be
noticed wherever you and your
bass might go.

DEERING SIERRA BANJO
Maple and mother of pearl inlays
Deering Sierra Banjo: Deering -06- 20 Hole Bronze Tone Ring, three
ply maple rim and one piece, cast, zinc resonator flange. Un-stained,
natural ebony fingerboard, polished smooth for fast easy fretting.
Maple and mother of pearl inlays.

Value: $1,695.00

Value: $3,450.00

www.sdoldtimemusic.com

COLLINGS MT MANDOLIN
MT A-model with fully carved
Englemann spruce top and maple
back and sides. Satin nitrocellulose
lacquer finish, tortoise-style top
binding, radiused ebony fingerboard, tone bar bracing, Collings
adjustable ebony bridge, bone
nut, Collings original one-piece
tailpiece, nickel tuners.
Value: $3000.00

Martin D-18 V Guitar
Deering Sierra Banjo
Collings “MT” A Mandolin
Cremona Fiddle Outfit
Cremona Upright Bass Outfit

___ 1 Ticket $5
___ 6 Tickets $25
___ 14 Tickets $50
___ 21 Tickets $75
___ 30 Tickets $100
Total $__________
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2009 Vern’s Stage artists
straight ahead mountain music,
Black Crown SB harkens back to
the days of traditional American
Six-member Anderson Family
country music and adds a unique
Bluegrass from Grass Valley, CA
twenty-first century edge.
got its start as a performing band
   Although the group is new, its
in early 2005.   Mark and Christy
personnel are all familiar faces in
and their four kids, Paige (vocals,
the Bay Area bluegrass scene, inguitar and band M.C.), Aimee (vocluding former members of The
cals and fiddle), Ethan (Bo) (vocals,
Earl Brothers, Mercury Dimes and
mandolin) and Daisy (vocals, fiddle,
The Mountain Boys.   The band
dobro), all picked up instruments
first appeared at the 2008 Berkeley
after attending bluegrass festivals
Old-Time Convention String Band
in several of the previous years.  
Contest, where they were honored
Now in their fifth year performing,
to win first place.  Since then, they
they’ve got a dedicated following
have gone on to perform at many
with their unbeatable combination
of the area’s premier listening venof outstanding lead and harmony
ues and festivals, not to mention
singing, impressive instrumental
a host of rollicking square dances.  
abilities, savvy stagecraft, energy
Black Crown SB is very proud to
and charisma.   You can find the
be included on Vern’s Stage at the
band regularly playing regionally,
2009 Father’s Day Bluegrass Festithroughout California, and into
val.
Arizona at festivals, performing
arts centers, county fairs, parks,
campgrounds, farmer’s markets,
weddings, TV/radio appearances
and many other events.  The band
has showcased at the annual IBMA
convention in Nashville and the kids
have been invited multiple times
to perform in the kid’s bluegrass
program there.  The family’s musical preferences are steeped in the
sounds of traditional bluegrass as
well as some newer bluegrass/folk
influences.

The
Anderson Family

Bean Creek
The voice of Bean Creek is
imbued with early country and
mountain music, yet has a joyful
and exuberant quality all its own.
Their music is a soulful expression
from a group of talented, experienced players who understand and
love bluegrass music, and perform
it with vigor and honesty.
Billy Pitrone (vocals, guitar)
pens songs that tell a story, and
sings ‘em like he was there. He has
the unmistakable voice of a natural
singer, and he pours his soul into
every verse.
Sarah Eblen (vocals, bass) has
a wonderfully sweet and clear voice
that charms listeners young and
old, and her bass playing rocks the
band as naturally as a mother her
cradle.
Pete Hicks (vocals, fiddle,
mandolin) with his rough hewn
fiddle strokes, honky-tonk voice
and edgy mandolin, conjures up
great old bluegrass, and great old
country.
Rob Horgan (banjo) is equally
at home driving a Scruggs-style
break, galloping along with an
open back, or pulling in stylings of
the melodic players, and he weaves
it all together seamlessly with clarity and precision.

Black Crown
Stringband

Black Crown Stringband is a
colorful group of musical compatriots coming from both worlds of
Bluegrass and Old-Time.   With a
musical menu consisting of fiddle
driven old-time numbers, twisted
up bluegrass classics and plain old

Black Crown Stringband.

GrassKickers

Hailing from the heart of the
San Juoquin is the fine CA bluegrass
band..... GrassKickers. The group’s
members have played professionally
and toured throughout the world:
Carnegie Hall, Lincoln Center for
the Performing Arts, Merle Watson Festival NC, England, Wales,
France, and Holland, to name but
a few. Now these talented musicians
have come together fusing their
talents into one cohesive, spirited,
original bluegrass group. GrassKickers presents a repertoire that spans
the timeline of this genre of music:
from the high lonesome sound of
Bill Monroe and the sweet vocals of
Flatt and Scruggs to the progressive
sounds of the Seldom Scene and
New Grass Revival, covering the
varied terrain with the precision
picking and flawless vocals necessary
to the music. Grasskickers also present original compositions steeped in
tradition but delivered with their
own distinct style. Rounding the
group out are: Ron “Bearrrr” Murray-bass,   Bob Garcia-mandolin,
Dixon Smith-banjo, Doug Bremseth-guitar.

Highway One

One of Northern California’s
favorite bluegrass bands, Highway
One plays a high-octane blend of
traditional, contemporary, and
original bluegrass. Known for its
tight three-part vocals and polished
instrumental work, the band has
been performing to enthusiastic
crowds at music festivals and clubs
since 1998, and they’ve opened for
such national touring acts as Peter
Rowan, The Bills, and Norton Buffalo. In reviewing the band’s selftitled debut CD for the California
Bluegrass Association’s Bluegrass
Breakdown, Brenda Hough wrote,
“The Highway One band takes us
on a journey through traditional
and contemporary bluegrass songs,
and it’s a trip to be treasured. . . .
This band is going places.” Highway
One features Scott Atkinson on
guitar and mandolin, Paul
Lee on fiddle, Tom Manuel
on guitar and mandolin,
Jonathan Schiele on banjo,
and Helen Sweetland on bass.
Check out their website at
www.highwayonebluegrass.
com.

Homespun
Rowdy

Homespun Rowdy is a
young and energetic but traditionally-minded bluegrass
band from San Francisco delivering powerfully raw harmonies and dynamic picking.
Each set is full of bluegrass
standards, little-known gems
and honky-tonk nuggets.
In addition to their recent
performances at the California Bluegrass Association’s
Fathers Day Bluegrass Festival, the Strawberry Music
Festival, and the past seven
San Francisco Bluegrass &
Old Time Festivals, Homespun
Rowdy plays regularly at Amnesia
in SF’s Mission District. Homespun
Rowdy is Richard Wagner on guitar,
Dave Zimmerman on mandolin,
Alisa Rose on fiddle, Dave Walker
on banjo, and Dan Booth on bass.

Kathy Kallick
& Laurie Lewis

When Laurie and Kathy and the
Good Ol’ Persons started playing
together in the mid-seventies, they
were investigating many sources
of music and repertoire. These included the Stanleys, Bill Monroe,
and Flatt & Scruggs, of course,
and some farther afield like Charlie
Poole, Hazel & Alice, Hank Williams, Grandpa Jones, Lefty Frizell,
and Woody Guthrie -- in addition
to trying to write their own songs.
Maybe the strongest influence on
their sound and style was pretty
close to home: Vern & Ray.
Though Vern & Ray had stopped
playing together by then, their
seminal recordings and occasional
reunions, as well as regular performances by Vern Williams, helped
shape the taste and character of
the music Kathy and Laurie have

Matt & George and Their Pleasant Valley Boys.
continued to play over the past 35
years. Laurie played and toured with
Vern, Kathy played some with Ray,
and Kathy and Laurie had the opportunity to play music casually and
intimately with Vern and his band
over the span of the rest of Vern’s
life. The influences are immeasurable.
Laurie and Kathy are joined by
longtime cohort Tom Rozum (wonderful singing and mandolin), plus
two younger players who’ve grown
up in the tradition, Patrick Sauber
(banjo) and Dan Booth (bass). They
will be performing songs entirely
from the Vern and Ray repertoire.

Mighty Crows
Mighty Crows is an award-winning Bay Area bluegrass band with
a traditional style and repertoire
reminiscent of the seminal bluegrass
acts of the ‘40s and ’50s.
Formed in 2004, the band is
built around the powerful trio
singing of Chris Smith (guitar), Jeff
Zieba (banjo), and Mark Wardenburg (fiddle). Band front man and
South Bay bluegrass veteran Ken
Torke (mandolin) shares his own
unique brand of humor with the
audience through his stellar emcee
work. Dave Walker, well known in
the Bay Area as a longtime member
of the San Francisco-based Homespun Rowdy, anchors the band with
his solid bass playing.
Recently named the Northern
California Bluegrass Society’s 2009
Band of the Year, and past winners
of the Bluegrassin’ in the Foothills
Emerging Artists Competition, the
Crows have received rave reviews
at venues and festivals across California. In addition to their regular
monthly show at Sam’s BBQ in San
Jose, the Mighty Crows perform
frequently throughout the Bay Area
and have appeared on local radio
and television.
As a band, these guys are strictly
old school. In the words of High
Country’s Butch Waller, “It doesn’t
get any more straight-ahead than
that, you are all ‘bluegrass boys’ for
sure.”

The Pleasant Valley
Boys

Matt & George and Their Pleasant Valley Boys is a contemporary
country music outfit directly inspired by the exciting acoustic

country “hillbilly” music of the
late 1940s that has come to be
known as “bluegrass.” It would be
impossible to be more ‘traditional
bluegrass’ than The Pleasant Valley
Boys. Their program also features
the gospel singing of the Pleasant
Valley Quartet.
The Pleasant Valley Boys are lead
by mandolinist Matt Dudman and
banjoist George Goodell. Both men
are first-call ‘hired guns’ for studio
and live performance with the cream
of the crop of California musicians,
and together Matt & George have
performed on ABC Television, at
the International Bluegrass Music
Museum’s River of Music Party in
Owensboro, KY at the California
Bluegrass Association’s Father’s Day
Festival, among many other venues.
Matt and George are backed by
Jenny Lynn on guitar, Fiddlin’ Jim
Allison and Cousin Rainwater on
the string bass.
Together Matt & George and
Their Pleasant Valley Boys play top
notch, authentic Blue Grass music,
providing fun for all, with tasteful
instrumental licks and sweet vocal harmonies, backed by a tight
rhythm section, all packed into a
fast paced, entertaining music show
like you’ve never seen before.

The Red Dirt Bullies

The Red Dirt Bullies, hailing
from Chico, California, first got together in 1994.  Before long, they
were playing regularly at venues
from Chico to Redding.  They have
also played at the Shasta Serenade,
the Good Old Fashioned Festival,
Woodland Festival, and the Myrtle
Creek Bluegrass Festival in Oregon.  
John Wahl, bass player, lead singer,
and prolific songwriter sparks the
Bullies’ repertoire.  Duane Thompson, a familiar face at CBA festivals,
drives the dobro.  Lloyd Foote, formerly of 8th Avenue String Band,
is on banjo.  Lucy Smith, long active with CBA and the Father’s Day
Festival, plays guitar; and Dennis
Sullivan, bully extraordinaire, is
on mandolin.   All band members
share vocals.   In addition to their
CD’s, Disorderly Conduct and Up
On Musty Buck Ridge, the Bullies
are known for the release of their
infamous signed, dated, and numbered Dirt Bags, holding at least
5oz of authentic red dirt! Although
every note the Bullies play, and the
words they sing, have been prede-
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2009 Vern’s Stage artists
termined for years, they still retain
the freshness of a band that formed
last week. The Red Dirt Bullies will
kick off the music on Vern’s Stage
on Thursday at 12:30pm.

Nell Robinson &
Red Level

Nell Robinson & Red Level is
one of the “hottest new bands on
the San Francisco Bay Area bluegrass
scene.” Named after the bandleader’s grandmother and the southern
Alabama town near the family farm,
the band features Nell’s “rich, warm
and sexy” vocals and is an entertaining mix of traditional bluegrass
and country, including original
compositions.  Nell Robinson leads
the band and with Jonathan Schiele
(banjo, vocals), welcomes new
members for the summer festival
season:   John Cogdill (mandolin,
vocals); Yoseff Tucker (guitar, vocals); and a mystery bass player.
NRRL headlined at the renowned
Freight & Salvage Coffeehouse in
Berkeley in August 2007 and returned in March 2008 to a sold-out
crowd. The band opened in April
2008 for Laurie Lewis & the Right
Hands at the Sweetwater Station
for the Bluegrass Gold Series.  Most
recently they won the 2008 Emerging Artist competition at the Plymouth Bluegrass Festival. Nell plans
to release her debut CD this Fall,
with a few of her originals and help
from producers Laurie Lewis, and
Jim Nunally. The band is booked
at prominent festivals and gigs this
summer.   For more information,
check out the band website at www.
nellrobinsonmusic.com.

Savannah Blu

Making their home in Northern California, Savannah Blu is a
powerful contemporary bluegrass
band with soulful vocals and driving rhythm. Savannah pushes
bluegrass far beyond its rural roots
with originals that resonate from
traditional bluegrass soul and demonstrate a mastery of imaginative
creativity.  
Savannah Blu may not be your
typical Bay Area bluegrass band they bring to the table a fresh take
on old bluegrass and when Dore
Coller steps up to the mic, it’s like
stepping back in time to the early
days of bluegrass - it’s some the
best bluegrass singin’ you’ll hear
around these parts. Savannah Blu
approaches music with high spirits
and boundless energy refusing to
sit still.  
Savannah Blu consists of Gary
Kaye/banjo, Dore Coller/Guitarlead vocals, Dave Hanks/ mandolin-vocals, Steve Kallai/fiddle-vocals and Dan Large on bass.  
Savannah Blu’s signature
sound stems from their emphasis
on original material, inspired by
each member’s influences. Besides
the splendid playing and singing,
their music will certainly leave an
indelible image in your memory.

The Smiley
Mountain Band

The
David Thom Band

The Smiley Mountain Band
was born in the winter of 2001
on the outskirts of California’s Yosemite National Park. Two of the
founding members Jeff Gurule banjo and Ed Heiss – guitar, remain
in the band to date. Although the
band has seen many changes since
its inception, two key elements
have risen as a defining aspect of
the band; bluegrass and originality. The current members of Smiley Mountain, Gary Smalz - bass,
Samantha Olson - fiddle and Dave
Cicoletti -  mandolin, are like family and are intent on expanding the
culture of music in their mountain
community. Over the years Smiley
Mountain has entertained numerous audiences with a unique array
of original and traditional music.
Although Bluegrass is the bands
foundation, traditional music from
around the world has gradually
found its way into the bands repertoire.   Smiley Mountain’s original
songs, high energy picking, and
rich vocal harmonies have made
Smiley Mountain a West Coast Favorite.

The David Thom Band is a
California band from the Bay area
that got a strong start back in the
mid-nineties. Heralding the modern era of Bay area bluegrass, little
venues like Radio Valencia and the
Atlas Cafe gave us a home base
and helped us build a following.
The DTB has appeared at almost
all of the California festivals and a
few across the USA from Alaska to
Michigan and New York as well as a
showcase appearance at IBMA. Now
the band plays regular shows mostly
in the North Bay and wine country.
The band has also performed twice
as a featured act for the Redwood
Bluegrass Associates concert series in
Mountain View. Over the years, the
band membership has constituted
a virtual Bay Area Bluegrass “who’s
who” but for David it has always
been about his loud and irreverent
approach to hard-core, traditional
bluegrass. The band doesn’t get out
of California much anymore, but
they stay at it on a regular basis and
continue to make records and write
songs. The current line-up consists
of David on guitar, Butch Waller on
mandolin, Paul Shelasky on fiddle,
Andy Shaw on banjo and Mary
Shaw on the bass.

Tenbrooks

Tenbrooks was founded in 1990
with David Putnam, guitar and lead
voice, Tom Bekeny, mandolin and
baritone vocals, Jerry Logan, bass
and vocals, Robbie Macdonald, 5string banjo and tenor vocals and
either Kevin Wimmer or Greg Spatz
on fiddle.  Tenbrooks, named after
the popular racehorse song, “Molly
and Tenbrooks, reflects David’s
love of all things equine. Tenbrooks
featured vocals led by the superb
voice of David Putnam and Robbie’s
perfectly matched tenor.  The band
played through the 90’s at all of the
festivals (The Father’s Day festival in
‘91 and ‘93) and a variety of clubs
and concerts.   They have the distinction of being the only bluegrass
band to play at Davie’s Symphony
Hall in San Francisco.
Tenbrooks recorded their CD
“Thoroughbred Bluegrass” in the
mid-90’s but its release was delayed
by health issues and the migration
of band members to distant lands.  
“Thoroughbred Bluegrass” has been
well received and interested folks
can check out more information at
www.tenbrooks.net.   The CD has
been added to the County Sales
catalogue.
Tenbrooks is again active. Tom
Diamant has replaced Tom Bekeny
on mandolin. Diamant’s voice with
its incredible range of harmony
parts, allows the band unlimited access to bluegrass’s rich mix of gospel
and secular quartets.    Jerry Logan
has written some great country
songs with great lyrics and hauntingly beautiful melodies.
We’re excited to perform at Grass
Valley and hope all of our old fans
will check us out.   Our CD, of
course, will be gladly sold to those
who couldn’t get enough.

The Wintons

Music has always been important
to the Wintons.  Guitarist and lead
singer Randy Winton has played
for twenty-four years, much of it
as a worship leader.    Multi-instrumental sons Cody (banjo, fiddle,
rhythm guitar, bass, dobro, lead and
harmony vocals) and Jesse (mandolin, rhythm and lead guitar, fiddle,
lead and harmony vocals) started
with piano lessons and played
some rhythm guitar, but became
interested in bluegrass music in the
summer of 2006, beginning with
fiddle and quickly adding mandolin, banjo, bass and dobro to their
repertoire.  Jesse captured the 2009
California State Picking Championship on mandolin, while Cody
took 3rd place on banjo.  Teaching
mainly guitar and mandolin, Tom
Spence has now picked up the bass
and is showing himself to be a topnotch bluegrass bassist, adding solid
driving rhythm that completes the
sound of The Wintons.
Although their band began its
life as a fun family activity, The
Wintons are enjoying performing
their engaging mix of gospel and
traditional bluegrass music at venues
throughout northern California.  
Cody and Jesse are now writing
songs, two of which are featured
on The Winton’s debut CD, “This
World is Not My Home.”  

The
Virtual Strangers

The Virtual Strangers, 2007
Arizona Bluegrass Band contest
winners, bring a great mixture of
traditional and progressive songs.
Playing throughout California and
Arizona.
Mike Tatar Sr., on banjo, holds
down the lead vocals. He’s played
with In Cahoots, Snowy River, and
was made an honorary Piney Creek
Weasel by the late Rick Abrams.
Jon Cherry plays mandolin,
and sings harmony/lead vocals.
Jon’s played with Union Creek and
Snowy River, and proudly plays his
handmade Cherry Mandolin on
stage.
Yvonne Tatar plays the acoustic
bass and sings harmony. She is a
proud fourth generation string
player with her father, grandfather,
and great grandfather all being old
time fiddlers.
Kit Birkett plays guitar and also
sings lead vocals. His credits include
the Scottsville Squirrel Barkers and
Down the Road, 2001 Southwest
Bluegrass Play-offs winners.
Special guest Mike Tatar Jr. will
be on hand for this performance.
Currently living in Nashville, Mike
has played with Ralph Stanley II,
Ray Price, Valerie Smith, Mark
Newton, Lost Highway, the David
Grisman Bluegrass Experience, the
Laurel Canyon Ramblers, and Ron
Spears & Within Tradition.

www.kidsonbluegrass.com
Do you have a
child who would
like to participate
in the
Kids on Bluegrass
Program?
Frank Solivan, Sr.

Currently the Kids on Bluegrass program, under the direction of
Frank Solivan, Sr., takes place at the CBA Supergrass Bluegrass Festival
in Bakersfield, Calif., the CBA Fathers Day Bluegrass Festival in Grass
Valley, California and under the title of  Kids on Stage also at Larry and
Sondra Bakers “Bluegrassin’ in the Foothills” festival in Plymouth, California.
Frank Solivan, Sr. has been directing this program for approximately
16 years and he and his kids consistently delight audiences with high
quality and highly talented young people.
This program is open to children ages 3 to 18. The children must be
able to sing and/or play their instrument WITHOUT parents or guardians help. Songs MUST be completely memorized (again without help).
Children must have good enough understanding of their instrument
to have good timing, know their chords and be able to change chords
quickly, easily play 2 or three songs and the ability to play in a group.
Rehearsal takes place many hours during the day for several days at
each festival and culminates in a stage production on the main stage at
each festival. Parents and children must be ready to commit to all of the
rehearsals.
To find out if your child is ready to participate in this wonderful
program, visit Frank Solivan, Sr. at his campsite at any one of these festivals.
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2009 Fathers Day Festival Luthiers Pavilion
By Monte Hendricks
Over the years the Luthiers Pavilion has become
one of the fine traditions of CBA’s Fathers Day Festival. Not only will you find a diversity instruments
and an interesting mix of artisans, it is just a downright fun place to visit! Why in the world would people choose to build musical instruments? Stop by, say
hello, and ask us. I know you will be fascinated with
the conversation and delighted with your time spent
among the “luthiers.”  Be sure and make time to stop
by.
This year we will have some of the finest builders
and repair specialists with us in the Pavilion. Every
year I look forward to seeing the talent, innovation,

Gary Garcia Gary is talented builder from Carmichael CA and has been part of the Pavilion for
several years. Gary makes flat top guitars that will get
your attention.
Hendricks Banjos: Brothers, Monte and Allen
Hendricks not only build custom banjos but also
provide repair, restoration, and custom work on
banjos out of their shop in Pollock Pines, CA. but
Although well grounded in traditional ideals they offer a unique approach to banjo design, construction,
and artistry based on innovation and engineering.
Monte has been a banjo craftsman since 1974. Allen
is also known for his great banjo picking talents and
is a gifted banjo instructor.
Steve Joynes: Steve is from Palo Alto, CA. Steve
plays fiddle and has always worked on his own instruments. That led to an interest in restoring and
repairing fiddles. Steve’s goal is to offer a variety of
instruments for tone, appearance, and price that will
appeal to almost anyone. He also tries to have around
a few new student outfits to help people get started
on fiddle playing.
Randall Kramer: Randall builds flat-top guitars
in Truckee, California and also does repairs and set
ups. He has an impressive list of exceptional guitarists who have played his instruments. Randall has this
goal as a builder with which to measure his success,
“One playing is worth a thousand testimonials.”
Bill Laird: Bill is from Lovelock, NV and builds
mandolins. Bill likes to spend as much time as he
can building and finds crafting musical instruments
a fascinating endeavor. He uses the Saltgrass name
on his mandolins. Bill looks forward to the Luthier’s
Pavilion every year as it is a place to showcase his
work and share experiences and ideas with his fellow
luthiers.
Michael Lewis: Michael is from Grass Valley,
CA. He builds mandolins and guitars and his repair
skills are known throughout the region. Besides his
booth in the Pavilion being a hub of repair activity,
Michael will be presenting workshops on mandolin
and instrument related topics. Michael has played a
key role in organizing the Luthiers Pavilion over the
years and we all owe him a debt of gratitude for his
efforts!
Bruce Sexauer:  At the Luthiers Pavilion Bruce
offers his services as a String Bass set-up technician,

Top luthier Michael Lewis bulids and repairs
fine quality instruments.
and artistry evident in the instruments on display
by my fellow luthiers. Although the beauty of the
instruments will catch your eye, the foundation we
strive for is solid and interesting innovations in creating great sound and playability. Don’t forget to ask to
pick up an instrument and play it.
Many of the luthiers also offer on site repairs,
adjustments, and set up of your instruments. We
can also help with advice on what to look for if you
are just getting started as a musician. In addition to
custom instruments and repairs there are also several
workshops offered during the course of the festival
on instrument related subjects. Please check the festival schedule. You will find that all of us have a passion for our craft and a keen desire to share helpful
information and insights.
Frank Daniels – Frank’s Fiddles: Frank & Karen
travel down from Meridan, Idaho and this is their
tenth year with us. Frank has an impressive list of
performers enjoying his instruments. For many years
Frank has been handcrafting 4-string, 5-string, and
even left handed fiddles.
Joe Dragony: Joe is a guitar builder from Carmichael, California. While arch-tops and electrics have
been his main focus, he is also getting into building
flat-tops. Joe also is starting on adding mandolins to
his line. He does repairs on guitars, mandolins, and
tube amplifiers and will be set up to help you out at
his booth

Steve Joynes has fiddles for every budget.
Continued on page P-21

Mandolin & Mandola
kits and parts

Banjo and
Mandolin Parts
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2009 Fathers Day Festival Luthiers Pavilion
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360.738.2170
905 Mason Street
Bellingham, Washington 98225

stan@metaserver.org
www.millermandolins.com

as well as having a variety of String
Basses for sale. Bruce is from Petaluma, CA and is known for his
highly evolved acoustic flat top
guitars with adventurous designs
under the “Sexauer” banner.
Roger Siminoff: Roger is very
well known in the luthierie world
and is from Arroyo Grande, CA.
He has authored several books
and numerous articles on building
and setting up instruments. Today
Roger devotes his time to the production of mandolin kits, banjo
and mandolin parts, as well as his
writing.
Harvey Leach: Harvey is from
Cedar Ridge CA and is a noted guitar builder and inlay artist. Harvey
gets excited about building with
some of the rarest and most exotic
woods available and using innovative materials for inlay.
Stan Miller: Stan is from Bellingham, WA and his mandolins are
well known.   Stan’s goal is to use
whatever knowledge, skills, materials, and time is available to produce
the best instruments possible, and
to share some of the knowledge he
has acquired over the years.
Todd Clinesmith: Todd builds
resonator and steel guitars and has
traveled down from Glide. OR.
Todd strives for tone, volume, appearance, and craftsmanship in his
instruments and calls himself “an
all-around Dobro® and steel guitar
fanatic.”
Yuriy Tchechmedjiev: Yuriy
is a violinmaker who carries on his
family’s violin making tradition in
Sacramento and also in his shop in
Haskovo Bulgaria. Yuriy began his
violinmaking career in at the age of
10. He is also as a professional cellist and classical guitarist.

Don’t miss the Anderson Family and the many talented acts
performing on the Vern’s Stage and the Pioneers Stage!
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