The California Bluegrass Association is a non-profit dedicated to the furtherance of Bluegrass, Old-time, and gospel music

August Breakdown Intro
Welcome to the August Bluegrass Breakdown! After a several years’ long review of
CBA communications, and as the pandemic sent the CBA’s live events into lockdown, the board decided to downscale the
Breakdown from the newspaper format to
a newsletter.
Since we knew we would have few, if any,
events to cover for the foreseeable future,
we decided to dedicate the two center
pages to longer form Features such as
“What Are You Doing to Keep Your Music
Alive During the Pandemic?,” “FDF: The
Early Days,” and “The Living Legends of
SoCal Bluegrass.” Now that the events are
emerging, one-by-one, we will be devoting
more space to them.

Already, CBA Regional Directors have
organized a series of outdoor concerts in
Clovis and a new series of monthly jams
in Sonoma County. If you are planning to
attend IBMA in Raleigh, North Carolina,
next month, be sure to visit the CBA Booth
and Showcase room in the Marriott hotel.
Our annual Fall Campout returns to Lodi
in October and the new South State 48
takes place in Carlsbad in early November.
Also that month, tickets will go on sale for
our biggest and best Father’s Day Festival
ever, which is returning to Grass Valley
next June. Of course, CBA’s popular Great
48 jam will be held in January in Bakersfield. You’ll find details about all of these
events – and more – on the CBA website:
www.CaliforniaBluegrass.net.

Pete Ludé
CBA Board Chair

It’s exciting to see our Bluegrass and
Old-time music community returning to
in-person campouts, jams, and festivals.
It feels long overdue. Industry reports
show that June was the first month since
before the pandemic began that things
returned to almost normal. StubHub – the
ticket company – says they are expecting
the number of events and ticket sales in
the second half of the year to match and
possibly exceed 2019, reflecting a pent-up
demand. CBA intends to be part of this
resurgence.

making up for the financial hits we took by
missing out on two Father’s Day Festivals
and running for 18 months with no concerts, campouts, or instructional workshops. Even more importantly, the CBA
community has stepped up with generous
donations through our Turn Your Radio
Online fundraising series, as well as the
Jam-a-Thon Youth fundraiser back in January. THANKS for all your support! Your
CBA board and volunteer team are now
working hard toward our goal of preserving and promoting Bluegrass and OldTime music – being sure we’re all having
fun while doing it!

CBA Youth Report

After two years in a row of no Father’s Day
Festival, we can’t wait to get back at it in
2022! Not only does the annual festival
include performances from top-notch musicians, it’s also a place where people meet
each other and form lasting connections.
In particular, the youth scene is especially
strong; there are countless young pickers
who have formed bands after meeting at the
Father’s Day Festival and who are thriving on
the CBA’s events and support.

Hopefully, that has been the case.

Chairman’s Report

www.californiabluegrass.org

Mei Lin Heirendt
CBA Regional Director
Region: 1 Sierra

As the newsletter format was being introduced, we were concurrently updating the
CBA website to house the board and leadership rosters, CBA Event Calendar, most
contributer columns, and sign-up forms,
where they are now scrupulously updated.
As we mentioned in the initial May 2020
Breakdown: “between the newsletter and
website we’ll keep everyone in touch!”

A quick factoid that might surprise you:
the Breakdown newsletter contains about
the same number of words (3 - 4000) of
actual news and feature content as did the
newspaper. Editor
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Perhaps you are feeling interested in
helping with some of these activities. CBA
is fortunate to have a wonderfully talented
and fun group of volunteers, and we’d love
to have you as part of the team, even if
it’s just an hour or two a month. To learn
more, why don’t you drop us a note at
volunteer@californiabluegrass.net, or give
us a call toll-free at (844) BLU-GRASS to
chat about it. And remember that you can
also join our volunteer leadership team by
running for the CBA Board of Directors. But you need to act quickly – your
Candidate Statement and petitions
are due on August 15. All the information is on the CBA website, and you can
contact us any time to learn more.
By now you’ve no doubt heard that
CBA was fortunate to have received
COVID relief grants from both the State
of California, and the Federal Shuttered
Venue Operator’s Grant (SVOG) program.
This funding goes a long way towards

As we patiently (or maybe not so patiently)
wait for next June to arrive, a few of the
youth who have grown up in the CBA - and
who are now playing shows professionally reflect on what they miss the most about the
festival:
Miles Quale (17): “I miss going out to jams
till 4am and sleeping ‘til noon the next day.”
Ida Winfree (17): “I miss jamming with my
friends until the wee hours of the morning!”
Django Ruckrich (17): “I mostly miss picking in the campgrounds with all the awesome
players that come out for the festival!”
Tessa Schwartz (17): “Walking around and
seeing all the people I know and love. Also,
saying ‘hi’ to people I haven’t seen all year!”
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Phoebe Leigh-Suelflow
Breakdown Contributor

The Brand New South
State 48
The inaugural South State 48 Bluegrass
by the Sea FORTY-EIGHT-hour jam will
take place November 5 – 7 at the Carlsbadby-the-Sea Hotel in Carlsbad, California.
What went into turning an idea that was
planned in the middle of the COVID pandemic into a reality?
For a long time, the CBA has been
focused on having a greater presence
Southern California. So, in the winter of
2020, the Association created a Southern
California task force with instructions to
find venues to host Bluegrass-based events.
Pete Ludé, Ted Kuster, Robin Frenette, and
Deb Livermore joined the Southern California Regional Directors on a Zoom call to
outline an event modeled on the Great 48
in Bakersfield, but with outdoor jamming
because of the COVID concern.

In February 2020, the Project Barley brew pub in Lomita (LA County) held what turned out to be the last
monthly jam before the pandemic. It began with a group of eager jammers, but quickly went to the dogs!

A year and four months later, the CBA endorsed our first post-pandemic jam. Maria do Ceu
opened her auto shop in Petaluma to a few jammers; 50 pickers flooded in along with 20 live-music-starved folks who just wanted to soak it all up! From left: Dave Hanks, Maria, Mike Lieberman.

a room, there is a nearby hotel, the Fairfield Inn in Carlsbad, that can be booked.
It’s about a mile away; a shuttle may run
between the two hotels.

Over the next few months, the committee
looked for settings between Los Angeles
and San Diego that would accommodate
the needs of round-the-clock jammers. An
extensive search by Huntington Beach area
Regional Director, Donna Hargis, yielded a
gem of a venue in the Carlsbad-by-the-Sea
Hotel.
Danny Clark and Pete Ludé negotiated
with the hotel and finalized the paperwork.
The CBA committed to selling seventy-one
rooms, and crossed its fingers. All rooms
were sold out in three days! More were
added, and they too were quickly snatched
up!
For those who weren’t lucky enough to get

Tune up your guitar, rosin up that fiddle
bow, and get ready to pick 24/7. You can
play music in the beautiful tree-filled
courtyard all day and night. When you get
hungry (for something besides music),
check out the Windmill Food Hall, conveniently located adjacent to the hotel. This
brand-new food venue features a dozen
different restaurants and a full bar. Jamming is also welcome inside the Windmill
Food Hall during their normal hours.
Stay tuned! More events, such as
concerts, music camps, and jams,
will pop up in SoCal in the near
future. For now we’re just tickled to
announce the inaugural South State 48.
“Sea” y’all there!

on Friday night! “Birches Bend” and “Ida
Winfree and Mei Lin Heirendt”. We strive
to have youthful musicians at our campouts because it is one of our bigger Youth
Program fundraisers. So be prepared to
donate for our Kids!!!!!
Another exciting change is that instead of
a Saturday night dinner we will have food
vendors on site. There will be plenty of
picnic tables close to the food vendors.
On Saturday evening, we will announce the
new and returning
board members and
also honor those
CBA members that
were awarded the
Bill & Faye Downs
Super Volunteer
Awards and the Honorary Lifetime Member
Awards.
The Fall Campout will run from October 11
- 17. For camping reservations, CONTACT
deblivermore@californiabluegrass.net

Deb Livermore
CBA Secretary
I’d like to share a few campout updates:

LET THE WORLD KNOW ABOUT YOUR
BAND’S EVENTS. POST THEM HERE:

We are using the amphitheater at Lodi this
year, and have two wonderful youth bands

https://californiabluegrass.org/calendar/community/add

2021 CBA Volunteer Awardees
The CBA was not even a year old when the Honorary Lifetime Member Award was established and awarded to Vern
Williams and Ray Park on September 21, 1975 “for outstanding contribution[s] to the Bluegrass community. Chosen for this
award for playing and promoting Bluegrass music in California when few others were doing so and providing incentive and
leadership for new groups as they have formed.” It was awarded occasionally until 2002; since then it has been conferred each
year on California musicians and significant volunteers who have had a major impact. The profiles of the three 2021 awardees
were written by Breakdown contributor Phil Boerner and photos are from the CBA Photo Gallery (https://cbaphotos.zenfolio.

Deb Livermore of Lodi started

volunteering as soon as she became a CBA
member in 2000. She began by helping with
the children’s craft program. Then she took
responsibility for the vintage T-shirt display,
which Deb maintains and displays every five
years.
After running the T-shirt booth for three
years she became the CBA’s Volunteer
Coordinator, something she’s continued to
do for over 15 years. Starting each January,
Deb emails and calls 21 volunteer crew coordinators and recruits and places over 300
festival volunteers into the right roles.

Herb Pedersen is a Bluegrass

Joe Weed is a Bay Area producer,

dobro player, who has performed and recorded with many musical legends and been
nominated for three Grammy awards. In the
early 1960s, at age 17, Herb began his career
playing banjo and guitar with the Pine Valley Boys in Berkeley. In the 1970s he moved
to Los Angeles and became a major contributor to the genre of country rock. He has
played and performed many other musical
styles, including progressive Bluegrass, folk,
folk rock, and country.

al career began in the 1970s. His first CBA
experiences were playing early Grass Valley
festivals with the Overlook Mountain Boys,
led by CBA co-founder Jack Sadler.

singer, songwriter, and banjo, guitar, and

Deb is also in charge of Vern’s—the spot
where beer and wine are served near Vern’s
Stage. She’s done that since it opened in
2007. At Vern’s, Deb gets the beer and wine
ready for the Wednesday night concert that
kicks off the festival; she makes sure flowers
and table cloths cover all the picnic tables.

Joe at IBMA, 2010

Herb with Ray and Vern, 1985

Deb at Vern’s opening, 2007
Deb has been the co-host of the CBA’s
presidential suite at the annual Great 48
Jam in Bakersfield since it started. She
provides snacks and drinks throughout each
day, greets members as they come in, and
makes sure everything’s running smoothly
so attendees can focus on playing music and
having fun.
Deb has also been the CBA’s Spring and
Fall Campout coordinator for the past
three years. She served on the CBA board
for three terms and is currently the CBA’s
Secretary. The CBA is fortunate to have Deb
as a member: she is a tireless CBA promoter
who volunteers in many vital roles.

composer, and musician whose profession-

Herb often performs as a duet with his
friend and longtime music partner, Chris
Hillman; both were members of the influential country rock Desert Rose Band. He also
fronted his own band, the Laurel Canyon
Ramblers. The multi-instrumentalist
has worked with numerous famous
musicians in many different bands;
to name just a few: he played and sung with
Vern Williams, Vern and Ray (Park), David
Grisman, Butch Waller, and The Dillards—
taking over for Doug Dillard. Herb has
also recorded with Earl Scruggs, The New
Kentucky Colonels, Peter Rowan, Vassar
Clements, and Tony Rice.
Herb has written many great songs that
have been recorded by many bands, most
notably the Seldom Scene, while also
making three albums of his own. Numerous
television and movie soundtracks feature
Herb’s singing and banjo playing. He’s highly sought after for his banjo and acoustic
playing and harmony vocals has played all
over the world, from Carnegie Hall to the
Ryman Auditorium.

Joe began playing the violin in elementary
school, guitar in seventh grade, and mandolin after college – and has never stopped
playing. He has released seven albums of
his own, three of which feature his original
compositions: The Waltz of the Whippoorwill, American Portrait, and Two Steps West
of the Mississippi. Joe’s tunes are based on
American string band music and informed
by his study of composition and lifetime of
playing in acoustic roots-based bands.
Joe’s music has been featured on national
television, including Ken Burns’ documentaries. Joe wrote and produced scores for The
Lincoln Museum and the National Steinbeck
Center. At his Highland Studios near
Los Gatos, he produces projects for a
range of artists, including CBA members
and internationally-recognized Bluegrass
musicians.
Joe has toured the United States and Europe,
giving workshops on regional American fiddle
styles, tune writing, and recording acoustic
instruments and vocals in home studios. You
can hear Joe’s fiddle tunes at contra dances
and jam sessions.
For 25 years, Joe wrote his “Studio Insider” column for the Breakdown, in which he
covered a range of topics, from how to mic a
fiddle to the impact of industry changes on
musicians’ livelihoods. He also recorded video and sound for the CBA’s “Founders” video.

The Bill and Faye Super Volunteer Award was first awarded in 2000 to recognize the extraordinary volunteerism of
Bill and Faye Downs. Since 2012, it has been awarded each year to acknowledge the efforts of those CBA members who have
made an extraordinary contribution as volunteers over time to our proudly all-volunteer organization.

Alex Cameron started volunteering
in 2014. He would come to the Father’s
Day Festival with his grandfather, Rich
Evans, and work side-by-side with him
and Tim Edes. He also generously assisted
David Brace and anyone else, including
myself, that needed help.

Colleen Hogan served as CBA Secretary for over 8 years but her impact on the
CBA far exceeds that role, and her legacy
will certainly last longer than her tenure as
a CBA officer.
Colleen has worked in commercial and
nonprofit organizations for much of her career and it is her experience working in the
nonprofit arena that the CBA might have
benefited from the most. When we had
administrative issues or needed to
ensure we met mandated state and federal
nonprofit requirements, Colleen provided
the expertise to guide the board and she
authored many of the current CBA polices
for transparency, conflict of interest, and
event policies.

Alex Cameron with David Brace
Alex’s jobs were numerous: distributing
the radios that we communicate with, fueling the golf carts, pulling vehicles out of the
mud, and answering the emergency radio,
just to name a few. And, oh yes, keeping
our spirits high with laughter! Our festival is only as good as our Volunteers.
Alex Cameron was a Super Volunteer.
I would gladly present this award to him in
person if I could…but unfortunately Alex
lost his life on August 9, 2020 in a motorcycle accident. It was tragic and unforeseen.
written by Deb Livermore

KUDOS FOR CBA!!
“In truth, if every state in the
US had an association as organized and effective as CBA,
bluegrass music would see a
tremendous growth in popularity. If there is a statewide
or regional bluegrass club
near you, seek them out and
join. The strength of CBA is in
its numbers, which typically
boasts multiples of the membership of the IBMA.”
John Lawless, Bluegrass
Today 7.9.2021

About six years ago, PJ brought along Alberto Campos to help on the Utility
crew. He pitched in right away and became
a dependable volunteer. When a
need arose and a call came over the radio,
Alberto was always available to help in any
way he could.

PJ and Alberto
Today PJ is the Ice Booth Coordinator and Alberto the Signage Coordinator.
Colleen at FDF, 2004
But even these accomplishments can’t
describe her real contributions. By having
an active voice in board discussions, Colleen was one of the steady hands that
helped the board negotiate difficult
decisions. All of this was in addition to
the time-consuming job of documenting
the board meetings while also serving as a
co-Director or organizer for events like the
Cloverdale Fiddle Festival and the Sonoma
County Bluegrass and Folk Festival. On
top of all this, Colleen would gladly step in
and volunteer at CBA events when we were
shorthanded, which was often!
Colleen is the definition of Super Volunteer,
and overdue for this recognition.

written by Geoff Sargent
I remember first meeting PJ Thorpe in
2008, when she was around 10 years old.
For many hours, PJ would help with the
transport of the festival attendees on the
People Mover. As time went on, she started
helping the Utility crew, setting up fences, tables, and EZ ups; she moved chairs
and hung shower curtains for nine days
straight, always with strength and a smile.

To work with them is such a pleasure. They
boost my attitude and energy level. I see
very good things for these guys and hope
they will continue to give their time, talent,
and heart to the CBA.
written by Deb Livermore
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We can “bearly” wait for these 2022
California Showcase bands to take the
Pioneer Stage in June!
Blue and Lonesome
Crying Uncle
North Country Blue
Sheri Lee
Skillet Licorice
Vern’s and Main Stage acts will be
announced soon.

