B LUEGRASS BREAKDOWN
Preserving and growing Bluegrass, Old-time, gospel, and traditional music in California since 1974.

February
Breakdown Intro
Welcome to the February Breakdown!
Each year the Great 48 marks the official
beginning of CBA’s calendar. Members
and potential members from north and
south and several western states were
just itching to get back together after a
dry couple of years. Towards the end of
2021, every guest room in the Marriott
had been booked and CBA was steering
the overflow to nearby hotels. Showcase
bands were selected and the CBA board
of directors had worked overtime to
establish safety protocols. It looked as
though the show would go on as usual,
albeit with some accommodation to the
ongoing pandemic.
Of course, the virulence of Omicron had
other plans. By late December, bands
had been canceled, attendance levels
plunged to near half, and for a while
there was even talk of postponing the
whole event to 2023. As we noted in
the 2021 Annual Report, the last couple
of years have put our Association to
the test, and once again, the board rose
to meet the challenge, pandemic be
damned! We were determined to put on
a good event, and those who attended
had a great time! Perhaps best of all,
there was lots of unaccustomed space
at the hotel bar and no wait for food
service!
CBA members and potential members
came in from across California and
Nevada and some even drove down
from Utah and Montana. Folks from
Bakersfield and surrounding towns
showed up to jam and check out the
vibrant open mic event on Saturday
night. What was missed in numbers was
almost made up for in enthusiasm!
Looking ahead, the Spring Campout
is coming up in April and the mighty
Father’s Day Festival is but five months
away. As we approach June, each
Breakdown issue will focus on some
aspect of the Festival. This month we
catch up on happenings in the CBA
Youth Program.

It’s been a rough couple of years for
everyone, and we could all use a bit of
Valentine’s Day love! Many thanks to
Breakdown contributor Phoebe LeighSuelflow for providing a few smiles!

Bluegrass Academy
We’re very excited to tell you a little
more about CBA’s online learning
program called Bluegrass Academy.
We have developed it in partnership
with TrueFire, a web platform which
offers over 500,000 lesson videos
on various channels. The Bluegrass
Academy channel will cater to youth of
all ages and skill levels. Students will
be able to access our full CBA Youth
Program Songbook, jam-along videos
with your favorite artists, and ongoing
lesson modules for guitar, banjo, fiddle,
mandolin, and bass!

Our Module 1 lesson series features a
young all-star teaching staff made up
of Tristan Scroggins on mandolin, Tray
Wellington on banjo, Phoebe Hunt on
fiddle, Courtney Hartman on guitar, and
Sav Sankaran on bass.
Stay tuned to CBA socials and website
for sneak peeks. The Bluegrass Academy
channel will release on TrueFire late
February in conjunction with the
Wintergrass Bluegrass Festival! Come
stop by our booth if you’re attending.
Kimber Ludiker, Youth Academy Director
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Kids on Bluegrass will be

back at the CBA’s Father’s Day Festival
this year, and it will be better than ever!
Running for over 35 years, KOB is a
program where kids come together and
practice for multiple days in preparation
for shows on the Main Stage at the
Festival. This is the perfect place for
talented youth looking to develop a
strong stage presence, work together
with members of a band, practice
putting on a real show, and make lifelong friends and memories!
As with many things, KOB will be
changing for the better in 2022. All
kids interested in KOB - both new and
returning - will be asked to audition on
the Thursday morning of the Festival
before rehearsals start. In order for
participants to be able to take full
advantage of what the program has to
offer, they will be expected to know
how to play backup rhythm in time with
others, know multiple tunes by heart,
and have a tune or song in mind that
they might be interested in leading.
Singers are encouraged to participate!
Auditions are open to any “kid” under
the age of 18. (We have even had
qualified 7-year-olds!). Since KOB is
not centered around teaching kids how
to play their instruments, beginner level
performers are encouraged to explore
opportunities provided by the other CBA
programs such as KidFest or the Youth
Academy. KOB this year will also be
(cont’d on back page)
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concentrated, with practices only on
Thursday and Friday and a single
show on the Main Stage on Friday
afternoon. In place of the KOB show
normally scheduled for Saturday
afternoon, we will be putting on a very
special CBA Youth All-Stars show!
Stay tuned for more details about this
celebration of the incredible talent the
CBA has helped foster, as well as more
of the who, what, when, and where of
Kids on Bluegrass at Father’s Day.
Helen Foley, Program Director

Youth Academy
We are excited to return to our
in-person Academy, which will
held during the Father’s Day
Festival. This event, directed
by the great Kimber Ludiker, will
open registration for 50 students on
March 1. Designed for beginning and
intermediate level 8 to 16 year-olds,
the Academy will offer instruction on
banjo, guitar, bass, fiddle, mandolin,
and voice. It begins Wednesday June
15 and culminates with a group concert
on the Main Stage Saturday afternoon.
Parents/guardians of the students
must purchase Festival tickets and be
present on the Fairgrounds during the
Academy. Tuition remains at $300 per
participant ($350 for non-members)
and scholarships are available.
Kimber will announce the faculty later
in the spring; but please know that very
talented young musicians are the rule
and Teaching Assistants are usually
graduates of previous Academies.
Activities during this “Day Camp”
will include instruction, jamming,
band formation, singing, dancing, and
performance protocol. The Academy
always sells out, so register early and
join the CBA to qualify for the memberonly discount (pro tip: the discount is
greater than membership dues!)
Please check the CBA website for all
Youth Activity info and updates.
Darby Brandli, Youth Program Coordinator

A few memories from the 2022 Great 48

2001 CBA Honorary Lifetime Member Kathy Kallick
As a songwriter, band leader, guitarist, lead singer, and teacher, Oakland-based
Kathy Kallick has profoundly influenced Bluegrass music. As of 2020, she has
released 21 albums—the last six with the highly-acclaimed Kathy Kallick Band—
and collaborated with many of the country’s top acoustic musicians. She’s won a
Grammy and two IBMA Awards and continues to shape Bluegrass music with her
heartfelt vocals and compelling compositions. Kathy has written over 100 songs,
many telling modern stories from a woman’s point of view.
Kathy co-founded the beloved Bay Area band,
the Good Ol’ Persons, and was its cornerstone
for twenty years. The band debuted on jam
night at Paul’s Saloon in 1975, and headlined
at the first CBA festival in 1976. They also
fundraised for the CBA at early events. The
Good Ol’ Persons have inspired several
generations of musicians; they were among
the first Bluegrass bands to feature the
songwriting, lead playing, and vocal harmonies
of women, and often incorporated Latin,
swing, folk, and Cajun music into their sound.
With the Kathy Kallick Band, Good Ol’ Persons, and others, Kathy has performed
at the CBA festival more than two dozen times and has also played Bean Blossom,
MerleFest, DelVal, RockyGrass, Telluride, Joe Val, Wintergrass, and France’s La
Roche Bluegrass Festival, as well as toured throughout North America, Europe,
and Japan. Kathy’s also a highly-regarded teacher, and has been on the faculty
of Augusta Heritage Center, Sore Fingers, Monroe Mandolin Camp, Rockygrass
Academy, Puget Sound Guitar Workshop, and the CBA Music Camp. By Phil

Boerner, Photo of Kathy at FDF 2004 from CBA Photo Archive.

True Love Bluegrass Style
Aren’t Bluegrass songs always about lovers being untrue, breaking their vows,
making someone’s life eternally miserable -and then dying? Not always! In honor
of Valentine’s Day this month, here are the stories of a few of the many people
who have found true love and happiness (and NOT a cheap love affair) through
Bluegrass.
Stan Jones and Carol Coleman met at Summergrass 17 years
ago. He was camped under a pepper tree and she was across
the road. She played violin and guitar and he played guitar
and harmonica. Over the years, they started going to jams,
Bluegrass festivals, and the Julian Fiddle Camp together, and
both were active in the North County Bluegrass and Folk Club
in San Diego.
About five years ago Carol was diagnosed with Muscular
Dystrophy. As time went by, Carol couldn’t hold the fiddle,
so Stan got her a mandolin. Carol took to it, and continued
jamming. She even joined the San Diego Mandolin Orchestra.
Soon, though, she needed a wheelchair, and ended up with two: one big, one small.
One of the highlights of CBA events has always been the Instrument Raffle!
Many times, the awardees have been CBA members for awhile, but in 2022 all
the winners were new to the CBA, one intentionally so. We invited them to tell
us a bit about themselves and what they love about Bluegrass.
Sandy DeVera, Bakersfield: I told my boyfriend
that learning to play Bluegrass was “on my bucket
list.” Instead of an engagement ring, he gave me
an engagement banjo. We married and the banjo
waited in the closet for 34 years of career and child
rearing to go by. At the Great 48 in Bakersfield,
I bought tickets thinking, “Lord, if I win, I’ll take
it as a sign You want me to learn how to play reso
guitar!” My Bluegrass-teaching brother has already
sent me a steel, so lessons start this week. Thank
you, CBA! Photo: Deb Livermore, Sandy, Theresa Gooding.

Stan suggested an adventure to find out
how difficult (or easy?) it would be to get
around. With Carol in the big
wheelchair and Stan in the small one,
they putted down the street to the
nearest bus stop, a mile away. There
they caught a bus to the downtown
mall. They spent the day visiting shops,
having lunch, and they even took in
a movie before catching the bus back
home. It showed Carol that she could
keep her independence.
And she did! She went to all of her
doctor appointments and trips to the
store, and even went with Stan to Padres
games. In 2020, Carol hosted a 70th
birthday party for Stan in the North
County Hospitality Suite at the Great 48.
Her last trip was a Danny Stewart Alaska
cruise. She was jamming up to the end.
Carol died last February. Stan put
together a beautiful memorial for her
at the North County Spring Campout.
We played her fiddle and signed a book
with remembrances of her, while the
music of Phil Salazar and the Kinfolk
(a favorite band of theirs) played in the
background. We all remembered the
peppy upbeat woman we loved to jam
with, who wouldn’t let disability get in
the way of doing the things she wanted
to do.

Aquatic ecologist Gabe Saron, Sacramento: I love Bluegrass
because I connect with a musical lineage that extends far
back in time, and I feel how this tradition is getting reborn
each and every time we pick up our instruments. I love
jamming, the act of holding space with musicians and having
an instantaneous, high-intensity dialog that blazes brilliantly
over the scaffold of a Bluegrass tune. And I love how this
music brings people together and creates community.
Nick Mellos won two tickets to the 2022 FDF in the New
Member incentive: I was looking to make music-playing
more a part of my life and was invited to join the Thursday
Night Pickers jam in North County San Diego. I wasn’t
too familiar with Bluegrass, but I just fell in love with
what I was hearing. As I watched other musicians play, I
knew I was not alone in loving . I realized this music was
special….it was true traditional music, music that has a
depth to it that has allowed it to stand the test of time.

Read it on the CBA website home page.

The Bluegrass community is made up of
many smaller circles – people who play
music together or go to festivals together.
Sometimes those circles overlap. That’s
what happened with Steve and Ramona
Ladonga. They knew the same people, so
it was only a matter of time before they
actually met.
In 2013 they ended up jamming together
in someone’s room at the Great 48. When
the song finished, Steve asked her why he
hadn’t been able to play with her more that
weekend. That set things in motion. Their
first date was the next morning: they went
out for a three-hour breakfast together.
They learned that both had a partner who
had recently passed away.
Their third date was in a hospital Ramona broke her leg on a ski trip. Steve
met her at the hospital and stayed until
she got discharged, drove her home, and
took care of her for the next few weeks. Of
course he brought his guitar along. And he
learned her favorite songs.

They married toward the end of 2014.
Several months later they rented a lodge
outside of Coulterville for the weekend
and invited all their musical friends for
a minifestival. The first night 50 people
camped out enjoying an open mic, a fire
pit, a whiskey bar, and hot chocolate bar
for the kids. The next day 110 people came
for the reception. A friend gave them a
wedding gift of calling the contra dance.
Jams and dancing broke out everywhere.
Originally a folk musician, Steve has a
strong and powerful voice. Ramona says
she falls in love all over again when she
hears him sing!
When Lori and Greg Burroughs decided
to get married, they talked about having
their wedding at a Bluegrass festival. After
all, they had first met at the 2014 Huck
Finn Jubilee. Greg was jamming with
friends when Lori walked by and she was
attracted by his guitar playing (and him).
Eventually, they started making wedding
plans.

They chose the Summergrass Festival,
which is held in Vista each year in August.
Summergrass felt special to them - it is a
close-to-home festival that they have been
going to for many years.
About six weeks before the festival, Lori
and Greg got approval from Summergrass
for the wedding. There was just a short
time to make plans. Greg Blake, the then
lead guitar and vocalist with Jeff Scroggins
and Colorado, was a friend they had made

Spring Campout 2022 is coming to
Lodi and runs from April 19 – 24!
We have a new Campsite Reservation
process. Please email Deb at
deblivermore@californiabluegrass.net
to secure your spot and to volunteer!

at the 2016 Great 48. He is also a pastor,
and he offered to officiate at the wedding.
The date was set for Friday, the first
day of the festival. Everything turned out
perfectly. At 2 p.m. Greg Blake wrapped
up the guitar workshop he was teaching
and changed into pastor mode. They said
their vows in the assembly hall in front of
family, friends, and festival-goers.
Then, in true Bluegrass fashion, Greg
was off to lead the 6 pm Welcome Jam!

This year we be joined by the 54th
Annual California State Old Time
Open Fiddle & Picking Championship
(csotfa.org), which will take place on
April 22 - 23 at the campgrounds
So, let’s practice our breaks, thicken
up our calluses, learn some new
songs, check on the camping gear, and
prepare to play Bluegrass with friends
and family at the Spring Campout
2022!

Mei Lin Heirendt: Youth Report
Multi-instrumentalist Django Ruckrich is one of the most promising up-and-coming
young pickers in the California acoustic music scene today. Though he claims
guitar as his main instrument, he can play just about
anything (mandolin, bass, piano, the list goes on).
Django started playing guitar at age 4 and has been
hooked ever since. His early influences include Doc
Watson, the Grateful Dead, lots of jamband material,
and jazz artists such as Miles Davis. Most recently, he
has been heavily inspired by Billy Strings.
Having been in the CBA KOB program numerous
times (from ages 8-12ish), Django is grateful to have had the opportunity to meet
and work with other kids his age. “I met my good friend Kyle Ledson through KOB,
and we’re gigging together all these years later, so I’m super grateful to KOB for
that,” he states.
At just 17 years old, Django plays with the dexterity of someone who has been
playing for a lifetime. Not only is he an extremely skilled instrumentalist, but he
is also a singer/songwriter! No stranger to the music scene, Django has released
professional recordings and has played countless shows throughout the years.
Currently, he takes lessons from the highly acclaimed Joe Craven and is actively
gigging with Broken Compass. Keep your eyes on this rising star - follow along with
Django on Facebook!

