B LUEGRASS BREAKDOWN
Preserving and growing Bluegrass, Old-time, gospel, and traditional music in California since 1974.

is finally back! Danny Clark invites us
to “Air out your tent, wash the camper,
string up your fiddle, and join us
June 16 - 19 in beautiful Grass Valley.
On February 18 we announced both
the roster of Headliners and the CA
Showcase bands. The newest bands
announced include Peter Rowan, Della
Mae, Michael Cleveland & Flamekeeper,
Dom Flemons, North Country Blue,
Sheri Lee & Blue Heart, Skillet Licorice,
Blue & Lonesome, and Crying Uncle
Bluegrass Band.
In addition to those superlative bands,
we’ve still got the entire roster of Vern’s
Stage bands to announce, so stay tuned
and most importantly…in tune. Get
some fresh air and Bluegrass 2,500 feet
up in the western foothills of the Sierra
Nevada Mountain Range. Tickets are
moving faster than ever before, so pick
up a pair and join your friends. You’ll
be glad you did.”

Chairman’s Message

Well, Spring is now just a few weeks
away – finally. We’ve all made it
through a tough winter together, and
now it’s time to make our plans for a
glorious California summer. We’ve been
hearing from many of our members
about how much they have missed
our annual get-together: the Father’s
Day Festival. The Grass Valley- based
festival is renowned for three stages
of fantastic bands, multiple Youth
programs, excellent vendors and food
concessions, and the best jamming west
of the Rockies.
This year promises to be better than
ever, and sales of our early-bird and
advance ticket sales are breaking all
records. We’re very excited about our
new Online Youth Academy, campouts,
regional concerts, and jams. With
pandemic restrictions easing in most
parts of the state, we are seeing an
uptick in the number of local gettogethers and concert events.

Be sure to check out the CBA Event
Calendar on the CBA website home page
for all the activities. And if you know
about an event that’s not already on our
calendar, just take a minute to click on
“Submit an Event” to add it. Are you
interested in volunteering to help with
Music Camp, the Father’s Day Festival,
or one of our year-round programs?
Just drop us a line at Volunteers@
CaliforniaBluegrass.net and we’ll give
you some ideas about where you can
help. I’m looking forward to seeing
many of you in person in Grass Valley!

CBA Summer Music
Camp is BACK!

Big news is the return of Janet
Peterson, now holding the reins as
Director. Janet was Co-Director of
our Camp a few years back, has been
the ongoing Director of both the
Puget Sound Guitar Workshop for
decades and the California Coast
Music Camp since 2009. Janet plays
guitar, cello, composes, and sings
with the band Motherlode, and codirects numerous other music and arts
retreats. We are so pleased to be in
Janet’s capable hands! The Camp will
again be providing us fresh and delicious
choices for our varied diets catered by
Blue Sun.
Camp Dates are June 12th through
June 15th. Registration for Camp
opened February 15th, so make a run for
our CBA website CaliforniaBluegrass.org
events page, where you can navigate to
all the Camp info, (schedule, instructor
bios, etc), and dive into the registration
process.
Here’s our stellar crew: Fiddle instructors are Brandon Godman and Sami
Braman. Banjo will be taught by Greg
Cahill, Leo Shannon, and Patrick Sauber. Sally Van Meter will teach dobro; and
band classes will be led by Greg Blake
and Riley Calcagno. Vocal classes will
be held by Laurie Lewis, Celia Woodsmith(with guitar), and Vickie Vaughn.
Mandolin instructors are John Reischman and Mike Compton. Guitar will
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be taught by Vivian Leva, Steve Pottier,
and Jack Tuttle. Last but not least we
are honored to have bass teacher Cary
Black. Come to Camp, catch up with old
friends, make new ones, and let’s make
great music together! Written by Karen
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Board members
and officers who are
profiled in Making
CBA Happen, Part 1.
L to R: Val Cornejo,
Theresa Gooding,
Ted Kuster, Dave
Gooding, and Karen
Celia Heil.

Celia Heil

Volunteers are the life
blood of the CBA

Volunteers are the way things get done
in the CBA. There are lots of ways you
can help at the 47th Annual Father’s Day
Festival, including meeting and greeting
attendees as they arrive to the Festival,
help with setting up the Festival,
checking wristbands, selling ice, water,
T-shirts, or merchandise, or helping
with the Safety/Hospitality.... and that’s
just a start! Some jobs happen where
you can see and hear the Main Stage
acts, giving you one of the best seats in
the house!!
For Volunteering between 12 and
16 hours (depending on the job and
proximity to the Main Stage), you will
receive a Four Day Festival Ticket in
addition to the satisfaction of being part
of a wonderful team. You must be a
CBA member to volunteer. Contact:

Regional Director’s
Report

Exciting news!! We would like to
welcome the addition of a new music
venue in Topanga, CA (close to the San
Fernando Valley), dubbed “The Crazy J
Ranch.” Two years ago, musician/picker
Jeffrey Fleck and his wife purchased an
old horse ranch in Topanga, and have
re-purposed the horse arena into an
outdoor concert area. They are planning
to have non-commercial, non-profit
House Concert-type events with all
genres of acoustic music represented
one Sunday afternoon each month.
The first Bluegrass House Concert will
feature Phil Salazar and the Kinfolk
on March 13 and the North Carolinabased Nu-Blu band on April 3. Event
details can be found on the CBA Event
Calendar. Hope you can attend!
Written by Rick Litiatco, CBA Regional
Director for Western LA and Ventura Co.

californiabluegrass.org/support/#volunteer
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DELLA MAE
MICHAEL CLEVELAND & FLAMEKEEPER
THE PETER ROWAN BLUEGRASS BAND
DOM FLEMONS | KATHY KALLICK BAND
THE SPECIAL CONSENSUS | THE ONLIES
LAURIE LEWIS & THE RIGHT HANDS
JOHN REISCHMAN & THE JAYBIRDS

Currently, Silas is gigging with two extremely
good youth bands: Who’s Feeling Young Now
and Young and Up Too Late. They play mostly
traditional Bluegrass with a sprinkling of more
modern and folk material. He has also had
the opportunity to study with many highlyacclaimed musicians, including Noam Pikelny.

EMERGING ARTIST

AJ LEE & BLUE SUMMIT
CA L I FO R N I A S H OW CAS E BA N D S

NORTH COUNTRY BLUE | SHERI LEE & BLUE HEART
SKILLET LICORICE | BLUE AND LONESOME
CRYING UNCLE BLUEGRASS BAND
MORE BANDS TO BE
ANNOUNCED

JUNE 16-19, 2022

NEVADA COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS

GRASS VALLEY, CA

TICKETS ON SALE NOW AT FATHERSDAYFESTIVAL.COM

Ever since he could reach the banjo’s tuning pegs at the age of 9, Silas Jude (now
15) has been making waves in the Bay Area Bluegrass scene. Two years later, he
also picked up the fiddle, having inherited one from his great grandmother. His
early influences are Flatt and Scruggs, JD Crowe
and the New South, and The Bluegrass Album
Band.
Growing up in the CBA community, he
participated in the KOB Father’s Day Festival
program when he was 12 and 13 y/o. He
says that, “[KOB was] a foundational part
of my musical journey, because it taught me
a lot about stage presence and performing,
and connected me with many other young
musicians.”
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CBA Youth Report

Twenty-four pages of photos and info!
Read it on the CBA website

Bluegrass aside, Silas is a sophomore in high school and enjoys games, biking,
computer science, and chemistry. On top of that, he likes fish keeping and has two
cats (you’ll have to ask him about how they’re getting along).
Written by Mei Lin Heirendt

Making CBA Happen (part 1)
The 2022 CBA Board of Directors is nine
members strong. In addition, four Officer
positions - Secretary, President, Chairman, and
Treasurer support, and, as you will see, help guide
the board, The current board chair, Pete Ludé, is
an ex-officio Officer. This edition and the April
Breakdown focus on them.
CBA leadership is not limited to the board and
officers, however. The CBA outreaches to all
regions of the state via the Regional Directors
(see July 2020 Breakdown) and our mission is
implemented by the FDF Team, the Year Round
Volunteer team, and the corps of great volunteers
who lend a hand as needed.
Looking for a CBA Secretary.
This is an Officer position that is
currently not filled. Interested in
becoming this important member of
the Leadership Team? Contact:
chairman@californiabluegrass.net

One thing they all have in common is knowing
how rewarding being a volunteer can be. They
have told Phoebe that they have received so
much from the CBA that they feel they have an
obligation to do their part to keep things going.
Board members were originally volunteers who
felt strongly committed to CBA projects and then
ran for a board seat. Some have unique skills,
such as a tech background, a lifetime spent in
the music business, or finance chops, but many
of them are simply volunteers who are energetic,
with new ideas, and the persistence to see them
through. This could be YOU!
We’re hoping this article will help you to see how
these folks got involved, what projects they feel
passionate about, and their visions for the future
of CBA. If you like their projects or have some
ideas of your own, let them know and join them
on one of the teams or committees. You might
even decide to run for the Board, just as they did!
You will also notice that many of them mention
festivals (and jams!) as their reason for being in
the CBA. That’s because Bluegrass and Old-time
music is fun, and nothing says Fun like festivals
(and jams!). If we want to keep them going, we
all need to volunteer to, well, keep them going.
The following profiles are based on interviews
and write-ups by Breakdown contributor
Phoebe Leigh-Suelflow.

Valerie Cornejo started out life like
many of us as a “folkie.” Over the years she
has played in many types of bands. But it
was in 2007, when she was playing guitar in
a folk band, that a new musician joined. He
turned the band on to Bluegrass and they
never looked back. For one thing, Bluegrass
was more fun. And for another, it brought in
a bigger audience.
One year at the Father’s Day Festival, she
recalls sitting in the audience and thinking “I
wonder what the Profit and Loss Statement
looks like.” She added, “My own eyes roll
at this: I asked then Chairman Rick Cornish
if I could see the CBA financials. I am in
accounting and was just interested. (Only
an accountant likes the way the numbers
in a P&L work!). My general interest in
things financial stimulated Bob Thomas,
then Director of Operations, to recruit me.
He gave me a title – Assistant Director of
Operations, although I never did much in
that position. And then Rick gave me some
tasks to do.”
Val’s an Officer whose job is to keep the
CBA in compliance with the accounting
rules for nonprofit organizations. With
an organization of volunteers it is hard to
make sure everything is done correctly, but
she is there to keep us out of trouble. She’s
supportive and tries to never get in the way of
getting things done. By the rules, of course.
Val’s goal is to keep the CBA sound and
solvent, so that when an opportunity
arises to support the music, we are
ready, able, and willing. She adds,
“I occasionally find ways to make things
better, but mostly the vision comes from
CBA members, and I get to help accomplish
them. [Val is too modest here! - Ed.] The
ridiculously boring thing that I am passionate
about is creating accounting systems that
protect the CBA and make all things financial
transparent.”
Val moved to Northern Idaho a few years
ago. She keeps busy with her garden,
chickens, rabbits, kids, grandkids, and her
small accounting practice. Looking back
over the years, she has enjoyed watching
the youngsters grow up from being Kids On
Bluegrass to touring musicians. She says,
“Hearing AJ Lee sing “Only You” to Ken and
Grace Reynolds on their 50th anniversary
“nearly stopped my heart.”

Dave Gooding, the “Band Daddy” for
the always colorful Central Valley Boys and
its emcee, has always been into Bluegrass.
In fact, when they married, in 1994, he and
Theresa honeymooned at the Gettysburg
Bluegrass Festival.
Dave has been on the Board for about ten
years, and is the longest serving board
member. Fittingly, he is the Entertainment
Coordinator. He is drawn to the organizational end of the music business and likes
interacting with the bands, their agents, and
promoters. He’s easily spotted at the Fathers
Day Festival, helping to put out fires.
It’s important, he says, to keep Bluegrass
moving forward and improving. You want
to be modern, but keep a foot entrenched
in the old. If a festival doesn’t progress, the
promoters will age out – they won’t want to
do it anymore and the festival will die. He
wants our festivals to stay current and bring
in a young crowd, especially families and
kids. Then the music and the traditions get
passed on to the next generation and the
festivals will stay alive.
Dave’s three boys were raised at festivals –
they went with their folks to all of them. He
is very grateful that the music stuck – all
of his kids are musicians. He credits the
festivals for being great for kids, by helping
them to learn social skills and meet and
interact with a wide cross section of people,
all united by their love of the music. Playing
music and being with others at the festivals
helps kids to find their niche and to feel
appreciated.
Says Dave, “My dream is to have the
CBA put on two festivals. We did that
in the past. Perhaps the second could be
a festival in Southern California. There’s a
lot of energy and some great players down
there.” An additional benefit is that he gets to
pick with people he doesn’t usually play with!

Volunteers are needed
for Music Camp and the
Father’s Day Festival.
Check out the many
rewarding benefits here!

Theresa Gooding, husband Dave,
and their three ultra-talented kids have
always gone to the Father’s Day Festival.
When the boys were younger, she watched
out for them, although she says the Festival
is a great place for kids to be independent as
they get older. So when the parenting duties
lightened up, she decided to volunteer. She
felt that she had received so much from the
CBA that she wanted to give something back.
Theresa told Darby Brandli she would
volunteer, but only at the Festival itself. ”I’ll
give you everything I’ve got during those
three days.” Soon she was running the entire
backstage operation.
Naturally, the “three days and that’s it”
morphed into a bigger commitment. In
2019 she took over as President - the liaison
between the Board and the members. Two
months later the pandemic closed down the
country. Given her professional background
in data and risk management, Theresa was
the obvious choice for chair of the Finance
Committee, where she suddenly found
herself having to confront the cancellation of
the 2020 – and later the 2021 – Festival and
all other live CBA events, a potential financial
disaster for the Association.
Instead of just hunkering down, the board
decided that it was time to develop more
of an online presence, and CBA created
two major TurnYourRadioOn programs
including an auction and then added the
Jam-a-Thon, all of which generated some
income for CBA and the participating
musicians. More importantly, it proved that
the Association could - in the short term remain financially afloat and viable to its
members, even without live events.
Theresa’s goal for CBA is to get more
people involved and to help realize
CBA’s dedication to diversity.
For hobbies, Theresa loves the textile arts:
she crochets, sews, and spins. A few years
ago she was using a spinning wheel that
she had borrowed from a cousin. That was
until the cousin wanted it back. After that,
whenever there were a few extra dollars in
the household budget, she would talk about
getting another spinning wheel, but never
did. As an important birthday neared, Dave
needled her, “Look - you’re going to be fifty.
When will you buy that thing?” That little
nudge helped her go out and get one. That’s
what spouses are for. Now, when he wants a
new bass....

Find a jam, find Ted Kuster. Before
joining the Board in 2021, Ted was the San
Francisco Regional Representative. Even
though the SF Region inherited an active jam
schedule thanks to Ted’s predecessor, Chuck
Poling, Ted - an inveterate picker and jam
planner - had soon arranged a jam for every
night of the week.
Ted plays banjo in Sonoma County’s
Bloomfield Bluegrass Band and the Buckeye
Boys. But he also is a member of the
weirdgrass band, The Beauty Operators, that
does David Bowie covers and other, well,
weird things.
As the San Francisco Rep, Ted wondered
why more people don’t know about
Bluegrass. He called a meeting and everyone
came up with ideas: bake sales, blocking off a
street to play music, and so on. But the idea
that got the most applause was joining the SF
Pride Parade. With eventual Board approval
and enthusiastic response by musicians, the
CBA worked up a float combining an All-Star
cast including Laurie Lewis, Karen Celia
Heil, and AJ Lee. The float won First Prize
among some stiff competition! Not bad for a
start! Bluegrass Pride went on to become a
national nonprofit.
Ted’s goal on the Board is to increase
attention and exposure to Bluegrass and to
let everyone know that they’re welcome in
the Bluegrass community. He’s involved
with the technical side, too: he and his team
are helping to install a new membership
management system that will support
smoother communication among current
and potential members and perhaps
donors and grantors as well. He sees this
modernization as bringing the CBA up to the
level of nonprofits like the IBMA.
Longer term, Ted believes the CBA
needs to emphasize two things:
the youth program and increasing
diversity. He’d like to form a “Buddy”
system: an intergenerational program
that could match talented young players
with older, established ones. This is how
Bluegrass music will stay alive and vital.
He cites Honorary Life Member Ed Neff’s
mentoring of a generation of Sonoma
County’s talented youth, which has resulted
in players who are now among the most indemand musicians in California, as a model
for the CBA.
Given Ted’s vision, energy, and his soon to
be acquired master’s degree in Nonprofit
Administration, you can count on it!

Karen Celia Heil grew up in a beach
town in SoCal and started playing folk guitar at
age 10 in a fun backyard group class. As a teen
she discovered some interesting records on
the Folkways label, and thus was introduced
to Old-time music. Then, in her early 20s she
took up the fiddle, and played both guitar and
fiddle in local Sonoma County Cajun music
and Old-time bands. Many years later, Karen
now plays with Plaid Strangers, the Knuckle
Knockers, and KC & the MooNshine Band.
Karen is also the guitarist with the nationally
acclaimed The Bucking Mules, who played the
Father’s Day Festival Main Stage in 2014.
Karen decided to run for the CBA board to
fill the need for an Old-time music advocate,
amidst a sea of Bluegrassers. She was excited
about some of the projects that she and the
Board were already involved in, and personally
knew many board members. It seemed
like the right time. She is now involved in
some important CBA programs, and is the
CBA liaison for the Summer Music Camp.
In addition, Karen serves on the Diversity,
Equity and Inclusion Committee, which she
feels is very important to the future of the
CBA. Much of the music we play, she notes,
has evolved from early Black styles, and other
diverse music and cultures continue to be
influential as well. We must be proactively
inclusive, she says, because this music
is from the many and for everyone.
Karen would like to start more
programs aimed at recognizing Oldtime music, which is the foundation of
Bluegrass. “There are some amazing bands
and players out there that need to be heard.”
As things open up, she would like the CBA to
sponsor more community jams under the CBA
licensing umbrella and grow more venues for
live acoustic music, many of which have been
lost during the pandemic. Additionally, Karen
is committed to seeing acoustic music, Oldtime, and Bluegrass played in neighborhoods,
schools, and even prisons.
In addition to fiddling, Karen works on
the Berkeley Old Time Music Convention
committee, teaches fiddle, gives fiddle and
guitar workshops online, gardens, and looks
forward to running square dances once again.

See you April 19 - 24 in Lodi!

