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Add your events to the CBA 
website calendar  Just click the 

“SUBMIT AN EVENT” button on the 
website home page.

ORDER YOUR FATHER’S DAY TICKETS NOW!

 ( they’re selling fast! )

Lending Library Update

Sharon Khadder announces the CBA 
Kids’ Instrument Lending Library has 
moved from Roseville to Oakland! CBA 
members including former Librarian 
Randy January, Andrew January, Dave 
Gooding, Darby Brandli, Mark Hogan, 
Ted Kuster, Emil Nishi, Chris Quale, Teo 
Quale, Lisa Burns, Mark Haskett, Pam 
Brown, helped Sharon with the move 
to a waterfront storage unit next to the 
High Street Bridge. The Library will be 
supplying instruments to the CBA Youth 
Academy students at the Father’s Day 
Festival. The headquarters for the Library 

Southern California Report

Robin Frenette tells us that SoCal Regional 
Director, Danny Clark, is on his way to San 
Jose!  Just before moving from his home in 
Orange, Danny’s band, The Greasy Spoons, 
played to a packed crowd at the Streamliner 
Lounge. Danny will be missed down here, 
but he will again head up the South State 48 
team.

Summer concerts are starting to ramp up 
in the southland! So far this month we’ve 
had national touring bands including Billy 
Strings, the Hill Benders, Never Come 
Down, and Nu-Blu playing multiple concerts 
at venues between Santa Barbara and San 
Diego.  A special thank you goes out to Mark 
Shutts of Huntington Beach and Jeff Fleck 
of Topanga for hosting their small outdoor 
“house concerts” that give traveling bands 
a place to hang out between their more 
structured commitments.

Project Barley in Lomita has resumed 
their monthly jams. The Whole Hog and 
Fair Market Band have played there so far. 
The Topanga Banjo and Fiddle Contest is 
coming up on Sunday, May 15. CBA has been 
assigned a jamming area. Details will be 
posted in the CBA Event Calendar.

FDF is Going Cashless in 2022!

Deb Livermore is excited to let everyone 
know that the 47th Father’s Day Bluegrass 
Festival ticket process is going mostly 
cashless this year. It’s easy to purchase 
your tickets online, and doing so 
will speed you through the check-
in process. It’s not a problem if you 
want to pay at the gate upon arrival (but 
remember that paying in advance will give 
you a discounted rate!). 

If all else fails, we will still take your cash 
at the gate or your check by mail.  You 
can clip out the yellow card, circle 
your choice(s), and mail it along 
with your check made out to “CBA”.  
Note: children aged 12 and under get 
in free. 

Contact us with any questions at
festival@californiabluegrass.net and we 
will gladly help you.

FDF Old-time Report

Karen Celia Heil writes: I have great 
memories of some of the most inspiring 
Old-time music I have ever heard - at past 
FDF Festivals. This year’s Old-time lineup 
will be keeping to those high standards.

Sets from the deeply historical and 
captivating songster Dom Flemons 
are not to be missed. Dom is a founding 
member of the highly influential Carolina 
Chocolate Drops and the first Artist-in-
Residence at the “Making American Music” 
internship program at the Smithsonian 
National Museum of American History. We 
are lucky to have him here at FDF! Dom 
intertwines his songs on banjo and guitar 
beautifully with instruments such as jug, 
bones, quills, and harmonica.

Life circumstances, friendship, and musical 
skill led The Onlies to form a band in 
grade school, and they have been creating 
magic ever since.  Though they are “only” 
in their 20s, they have a depth of musical 
expressiveness and experience that is hard 
to believe. You can expect exciting 
performances and jaw-dropping 
musicianship, so Bluegrass fans do 
NOT vacate your seats!

Chairman’s Message

Summer is almost upon us, and with the 
easing of most pandemic constraints, our 
music community is starting to get back 
to “normal”.  We are all enthusiastically 
anticipating our return to Grass Valley  
for the first Father’s Day Festival in two 
years. We’ll be featuring 15 phenomenal 
Bluegrass and Old-time bands on the 
Main Stage and over a dozen more 
California favorites on Vern’s Stage, not to 
mention the five great all-California bands 
performing on both the Main and Pioneer 
Stages. As always, attendees will enjoy 
camping among the majestic pines, many 
youth activities, and the best jamming 
west of the Rockies. Information and 
advance ticket discounts can be found at 
FathersDayFestival.com.  

We’re also very excited about the return 
of our Summer Music Camp, which 
happens just prior to the Festival - June 12 
to 15 - at the same location. With 18 superb 
instructors covering all the instruments 
you’ve wanted to learn, it’s a great way to 
start the summer.  See you there! 
Info at CBACamp.com.  

at the Festival will be at the Kids on 
Bluegrass site near Gate 4. 

We are NOT requesting donations 
of any full-sized instruments at this 
time, but would welcome donations 
of smaller size instruments that 
need no repair. Please contact Sharon 
Khadder, the new instrument Librarian, to 
borrow or return an instrument: 
instruments@californiabluegrass.net.

FDF 2022 MAIN STAGE 
SCHEDULE ANNOUNCED!

 THURSDAY
 10:00 Crying Uncle Bluegrass Band
 11:00 The Special Consensus
 12:00 Dom Flemons
 12:50 Lunch and Workshops
 2:55 Music Camp All-stars
 3:55 John Reischman & The Jaybirds
 4:55 Dom Flemons
 5:50 Dinner and Workshops
 7:45 John Reischman & The Jaybirds
 8:45 Kathy Kallick Band
 9:45 The Special Consensus
 
 FRIDAY
 10:00 Sheri Lee and Blue Heart
 11:00 John Reischman & The Jaybirds
 12:00 Michael Cleveland & Flamekeeper
 12:50 Lunch and Workshops
 2:55 Dom Flemons
 3:55 The Special Consensus
 4:45 Board Introductions
 4:55 Kids on Bluegrass
 5:50 Dinner and Workshops
 7:45 Kathy Kallick Band
 8:45 Laurie Lewis & the Right Hands
 9:45 Michael Cleveland & Flamekeeper

 SATURDAY
 10:00 Skillet Licorice
 11:00 The Onlies
 12:00 AJ Lee & Blue Summit
 12:50 Lunch and Workshops
 2:55 Blue & Lonesome
 3:55 Laurie Lewis & the Right Hands
 4:45 Lifetime Award Presentations
 4:55 Kids on Bluegrass
 5:50 Dinner and Workshops
 7:05 Laurie Lewis & the Right Hands
 8:05 Michael Cleveland & Flamekeeper
 9:05 Della Mae
10:05 Peter Rowan Bluegrass Band

 SUNDAY
 10:00 North Country Blue
 11:00 Della Mae
 12:00 Peter Rowan Bluegrass Band
 12:50 Lunch
 2:00 AJ Lee & Blue Summit
 3:00 Della Mae

Lisa Burns, Sharon Khadder, Darby Brandli

Please read FDF COVID policy here: californiabluegrass.org/covid-gv-2022/

Fall Campout 2022.  Photos top Robin Frenette, bottom Patrick Campbell.
More photos of the Campout and other recent CBA events at the CBA Photo Gallery.

https://californiabluegrass.org/calendar/community/add
http://ORDER YOUR FATHER’S DAY TICKETS NOW! 
https://californiabluegrass.org/calendar/
https://californiabluegrass.org/summer_music_camp/smc-home/
http://californiabluegrass.org/covid-gv-2022/
https://cbaphotos.zenfolio.com/


Father’s Day Festival Volunteer Spirit!
The following profiles are based on 

interviews and reports by Breakdown 
contributor Phoebe Leigh-Suelflow.

Phoebe writes: You will be going to the 
2022 Father’s Day Festival in a little over 
a month.  If you haven’t gone before, we 
don’t want you to feel like a stranger, so 
let us introduce you to a few of the 
volunteers you will be meeting soon. 

When we say that Father’s Day is a family 
festival, you don’t have to look farther than 
Patricia and Patty Thorpe, two generations 
of CBA volunteers.  You will find Mother 
Patricia’s Utility Crew setting up chairs 
and awnings and making sure everything 
is ready for you when you arrive. Once 
you’re at the Festival, Daughter Patty will 
be holding down the Ice Booth, helping 
to keep you (and your food) cool for the 
weekend.  Also keep in mind that they 
deliver ice, in case you don’t want to lug 
that block of ice back to camp.

If you’re thirsty, mosey on over to Vern’s 
Stage, where Jack Pierce will help you 
select a beer or wine as you listen to 
home-grown California Bluegrass and 
Old-time bands. Be sure to hop on the 
People Mover, the Festival’s “E-Ticket 
Ride,” where Jim Evans and his volunteers 
keep us all in motion and music (especially 
when there are bands on board).  Want a 
CBA t-shirt or a Festival souvenir?  Come 
on over to the merchandise booth, where 
John Drake will be joined this year by 
Jersey, his fearless guide dog. (Which 
raises the question: do volunteer t-shirts 
come in dog sizes?)  

We’re not sure precisely where you 
will find Deb Livermore, the Volunteer 
Coordinator, at any given time because she 
works all over the Festival, making sure 
that everything runs smoothly and ensures 
that there is a volunteer filling every job. 
 
So now that you know who all these 
folks are, be sure to stop by and say 
“Hi” to them and to all the other 
volunteers and thank them for their 
service.

John Drake is a volunteer from 
Fountain Valley, in Southern California.  
He likes volunteering: “I can’t participate 
onstage with a microphone, so I might as 
well sit in the CBA merchandise booth and 
be part of the Festival, even though it’s a 
small part,” he says.  He likes the booth 
because everyone is friendly and he enjoys 
meeting new people. 

This year, John will be joined by Jersey, 
his guide dog, so come over and say 
“Hello” to them both.  “I’m legally blind 
but I can see enough to find an Extra-
Large t-shirt for somebody,“ he says. 
Although John will be working, he predicts 
that Jersey will probably be napping in 
the sun. Jersey is well-known in Bluegrass 
circles as the official mascot of the Long 
Beach Dog Park Jam, and John insists 

that Bluegrass is the dog’s favorite music - 
“well, at least, he’s never complained once 
to me about Bluegrass.  I was hoping he 
could wag his tail in time with the music, 
but he likes to be totally relaxed.” 

Jack Pierce, a geologist by trade, 
works at the Vern’s Stage beer and wine 
concession until it’s time to break out his 
banjo, jam late into the night, and maybe 
get some sleep.  Volunteering at FDF  is 
different from organizing the Great 48, 
which he has done for the past six years 
(though 2022 was  his last year).  He says 
“I get to relax, give out beer and talk to 
folks.”  He adds that he’s a shy person, 
but Vern’s lets him meet a lot of people, 
like the professional band members from 
the Main Stage who come down for a 
beer, as well as the amateur players.  He’s 
one, himself, after all.  “The people in our 
genre are just nice folks.  They’re great to 
talk with, and I enjoy walking around the 
grounds.  There’s no trash – people are 
respectful.  It’s great being a part of that.”  
His family (his two kids are fiddle players) 
joins him at the Festival.  

Jack at FDF 2019; photo credit Patrick Campbell

He has this advice for volunteers: 
get a Bluegrass Breakdown and 
look up an event, like Father’s Day.  
Check out who is organizing it, get 
their contact information, and let 
them know you’d like to volunteer.  
They’ll find something for you to do.  
He adds: “You never know who you’ll get 
to meet.”  Look for Jack at Vern’s Stage in 
June and stop by and say “Howdy.”

Back in 2013, Jim Evans was 
interested in volunteering. The People 
Mover driver was retiring, so Deb 
Livermore asked Jim if he would like to 
take it over.  He said sure.  The company 
he works for, PG&E, has a program for 
employees to volunteer in a variety of 
charities; additionally, the company 
contributes to the charity of their choice.  

While Jim admits it’s not the most 
comfortable ride, the People Mover is 
very popular with the kids.  He’s heard 
it referred to as “The E-Ticket Ride” (for 
those of us old enough to remember the  
original Disneyland ticket system).  He 
says the kids will stay on for hours, going 
round and round.  Occasionally he has to 
kick them off when older people are trying 
to get to their campsites and the kids are 
taking up space.  “We ease them off,”  he 
says.  Otherwise, they can stay on as long 
as they don’t do anything dangerous, like 
dangle themselves over the side or throw 
things around.  

When he’s not driving the People 
Mover, Jim enjoys playing his guitar, or 
sometimes his fiddle.  He enjoys jamming 
at the slow jams and with the Old-time 
musicians (when they let him). 

Volunteering is a family thing in the 
Thorpe household.  The first volunteer in 
the family was Patricia Thorpe.  
Her first job at Father’s Day was to stand 
at the gates and check wristbands and 
parking stickers.  Over the weekend, 
any time something needed doing, she 
volunteered: “I can do that!” At one point 
they needed people to put up tables and 
awnings, set up chairs, and run electrical 
cords.  That was the beginning of the 
Utility Crew, a group she coordinated 
for a number of years and which her 
daughter, Patty Thorpe, took 
over for awhile after Patricia sprained her 
ankle.  Patty was 18 at the time.  

Being a volunteer at Father’s Day 
isn’t all work.  Patty managed to have 
a lot of fun as an attendant on the People 
Mover when she was a kid. Another 
favorite activity was making deliveries for 
the Ice Booth.  She would put the ice on a 
cart, which was occasionally followed by a 
band of walking musicians.

She says, “I have a smile on my face the 
whole time and I never stop laughing.” 
She says she goes to the Festival to 
volunteer, not for the music.  “As a 
volunteer you get to talk to so many 
people.  I know everyone.  You have 
a more personal connection to everyone 
and the to Festival itself because you’re 
in charge of making the Festival a cool 
experience for everyone else.  Father’s 
Day is a giant family reunion.  I’ve met my 
best friends there – we met when we were 
kids, and we wouldn’t have met except for 
Grass Valley.”

Patty Thorpe far left and Jim Evans far right 
with PG&E volunteers

 And what about her father?  Her dad 
always stayed home for the weekend: 
that’s his Father’s Day gift.  He doesn’t 
have to take care of anyone!

Emily Riddell has often been a 
volunteer at Father’s Day, but this story 
is about a volunteer who went above and 
beyond the call of duty. One year, Emily 
had reservations in the Electric Only 
area.  It had been raining hard before 
the Festival started.  Her RV space was 
muddy.  When she drove the RV in, the 
idea was to gun the motor to get through 
the mud and into her slot.  At the moment 
she started to gun it, a woman and a little 
dog walked in front of her, and she was 
stuck.  Not just stuck, but 4-5 inches deep 
in the mud.  She couldn’t get out! 

Emily front at SS48; photo credit Robin Frenette

She spent the first night at the Festival: 
Stuck!.  She called AAA but they wouldn’t 
come out because the RV wasn’t on a road 
- it was in a field.  She happened to discuss 
what to do with Darby and Bruno Brandli.  
Bruno said, “Well, I have a young man who 
can help with that.”  His friend brought 
over his Jeep and winched the RV out.  
Emily ended up parking in a different, 
non-muddy area for the remainder of the 
Festival.  But she (and Darby and Bruno) 
will never forget the volunteer who got her 
out of the mud.  Bottom line: you don’t 
have to be an official volunteer to 
volunteer!

It’s pretty hard to miss
 Deb Livermore at a CBA event, 
be it a Campout or Father’s Day. She’s the 
dynamo making things happen, and was 
undoubtedly the model for the Energizer 
Bunny. While her official title is Volunteer 
Coordinator, she is really The Person-
Who-Makes-Sure-Things-Get-Done. 

Deb started going to the Festival back in 
the 1990s.  But when her daughter stopped 
attending, Deb found she had time on her 
hands.  She wanted to help, so she started 
volunteering.  Her first job was working 

with the children’s program, which she did 
for two years.

Since then, she has taken on the jobs of 
Festival director, contracts negotiator, 
concessionaire coordinator, and many 
more. She’s always looking for new ways 
to do things.  For example, this year tickets 
will be scanned electronically, making the 
check-in process smoother. 

Vern’s Stage is one of her favorite projects.  
Back in 2006 Rick Cornish suggested 
selling beer and wine at a stage that 
featured non-touring California bands, 
and Vern’s Stage came into being the 
following year.  It started out with an old 
building that had refrigeration and a bar 
top.  With the help of volunteers, Deb 
added picnic tables topped with colorful 
tablecloths and flowers.  Volunteer 
Lisa Burns negotiated deals with Sierra 
Nevada Brewing Company and Guglielmo 
Winery.  Deb still handles the accounting 
and bookkeeping for Vern’s, though 
Jim Duber  organizes the band selection 
and coordinates the acts - itself a major 
volunteer job!

 Deb Livermore FDF 2007; Zenfolio archives 

She says that when something needs
doing, and it doesn’t look like there’s 
anyone around to do it, magically, 
someone will show up and get it done, 
just as it happened to Emily’s stuck-in-
the-mud RV!  She is grateful to the many 
people she’s worked with. As she says, “I 
have thousands of friends now.”

There are so many kinds of 
volunteering you can do in the 
world. Once you find what works 
for you and you feel the sense of 
gratitude, it is so rewarding.  I wish 
more people knew that.  Plus, you 
get a free ticket.”


