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TENBROOKS BLUEGRASS 
BAND: (standing) - Robbie 
Macdonald, Jerry Logan and 
Kevin Wimmer; (seated) Tom 
Bekeny and David Putnam. Ten- 
brooks will be performing at the 
4th Annual Gold Country Blue- 
grass Music Festival August 23,24 
and 25. Read all about this excit
ing, traditional Bay Area blue- 
grass band in an interesting ar
ticle written by Sandy Rothman 
on Page 12.
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90/91 California Bluegrass Association Board Members and Officers
•Karyn Cap, Publicity Vice President*
912 Wisconsin Sl 
San Francisco, CA 94107 
(415) 285-6588
•Jim Carr, Activities Vice President*
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(415) 524-1884
•M.D. “Pepper” Culpepper, Advance Ticket Sales 
P.O. Box 55 
Sheridan, CA 95681 
(916) 633-4343
•Don Denison, President and Festival Coordinator*
1985 Madrid Drive 
Stockton, CA 95205 
(209) 464-5324
•Suzanne Denison, Breakdown Editor 
1985 Madrid Drive 
Stockton, CA 95205 
(209) 464-5324
•Lolan Ellis, Gate Crew Coordinator*
2115 Encinal Avenue 
Alameda, CA 94501 
(415) 521-6778
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260 Elliott Dr.
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•Shirley Gillim, Secretary 
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•Mike Kemp, Marketing and Merchandising Coordinator* 
1110 Calhoun Way 
Stockton, CA 95207 
(209) 957-7531
•Carl Pagter, Chairman of the Board*
17 Julianne Court 
Walnut Creek, CA 94595 
(415) 938-4221
•Hugh and Sadie Portwood, CBA Goodwill Ambassadors 
5180 Balfour Rd.
Brentwood, CA 94513 
(415) 634-3861
•Mary Runge, Membership Vice President*
215 Grant Avenue 
Petaluma, CA 94952 
(707) 762-8735
•Lenny Walker, Entertainment Coordinator*
190 Purdue Avenue 
Kensington, CA 94708 
(415) 525-8751
*Indicates a voting member of the Board of Directors.

California Bluegrass 

Association 

Bluegrass Breakdown
is published monthly as a magazine at 1985 Madrid Drive, 
Stockton, CA 95205, by the California Bluegrass Association. 
The CBA is a non-profit organization founded in 1975 and is 
dedicated to the furtherance of Bluegrass, Old-Time, and Gos
pel music. Membership in the CBA costs $12.50 a year and 
includes a subscription to \h&BluegrassBreakdown. A spouse’s 
membership may be added for an additional $2.50 and children 
between 12and 18 for $1.00 per child. Children 12-18 who wish 
to vote will have to join for $12.50. Names and ages are 
required.

Band memberships are available for $25.00 for the band. 
Subscription to \!ne Bluegrass Breakdown with out membership 
is available only to foreign locations. Third class postage is paid 
at Stockton, California. Bluegrass Breakdown (USPS 315-350). 
Postmaster please send address changes to: Bluegrass Break
down, 1985 Madrid Drive, Stockton, CA 95205.

Advertising Rates
Current rates for placing an advertisement in the Bluegrass Break
down are as follows:

Display Advertising
Full Page.....
Half Page.....
Quarter Page .
Business Card
The size of the image area for a full page is 71/4" X 9 3/4"; half page 
5x7 1/2"; quarter page 3 1/2" X 5". Art work should be very clear 
black and white layout and all photos should be screened. 

Classified Advertising
The current rates for classified ads are based on 31/2 inches of typed 
copy and are as follows: $3.00 for the first three lines and 500 for 
each additional line. Make checks payable to the California 
Bluegrass Association and end check and ad to: Suzanne Denison, 
Editor, Bluegrass Breakdown, 1985 Madrid Drive, Stockton, CA 
95205.

$80.00
$50.00
$30.00
$15.00

Copy and Advertising deadline for thelst of the month one 
month prior to publication (i.e. OctoberDeadline is September 
l,etc).
CBA Board meetings are usually held the second Sunday of 
each month and all members are invited and encouraged to 
attend. The next meeting is scheduled to be held at Carl Pagter’s 
house, 17 Julianne Ct., Walnut Creek,on August 11 at 1:30 p.m.

Editor..................................... .
Bluegrass Band Name Generator
Crossword Puzzle....................
JD’s Bluegrass Kitchen.............
Let Old Tenbrooks Run............
Paul's Saloon 1969-1991...........
Proofreader and Critic...............

Suzanne Denison
..... Steve Kirtley
...... Elena Corey
....... J.D. Rhynes
,.. Sandy Rothman 
...Sandy Rothman 
......Don Denison
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Editor's Corner
by Suzanne Denison

Gosh it’s August already! It seems like the Summer just 
began, and it is time to think about back to school, the last festivals 
of Summer and CBA elections.

This month there are three festivals in the Northern California/ 
Nevada area which provide you with your last Summer festival 
fixes.
•August 17 - Bowers Mansion Festival ‘91 will be held on the 
grounds of the historic Bowers Mansion located on Old 395 South, 
in the Washoe Valley of Nevada (halfway between Reno and 
Carson City).
•August 23-24-25 - 4th Annual Gold Country Bluegrass Music 
Festival, will be held at the Amador County Fairgrounds, off Hwy 
49 in Plymouth, California.
•August 29-30-31 and September 1 - 7th Annual Midsummer 
Bluegrass Festival, will be held at the NevadaCounty Fairgrounds 
in Grass Valley, California.

Also coming in September is the Half Moon Bay Bluegrass 
Festival, held at Princeton Harbor, Half Moon Bay, California on 
September 28, and the Strawberry Music Festival, September 12- 
13-14-15-16 at Camp Mather near Yosemite, California.

Be sure to put the CBA Annual Meeting, election of the Board 
of Directors, Campout, Potluck and Barbecue on your calendar... 
for the last weekend in October. That’s October 26,27,28 at the 
Petaluma Fair Grounds. We will have further details and advance 
reservation forms in the next issue of the Breakdown.

An apology to Stan Dye for my goof in the last issue (July). I 
said that I had included pictures from the Spring campout and then 
did not have room for them. Stan has been wonderful in providing 
pictures for me, and has come through again with Festivd pictures 
(which are in this issue). Also providing photos was Phil Boemer 
of Sacramento. Phil is a new members who plunged into CBA 
volunteerism with a vengeance! He put in lots of work for us at the 
Festival this year.

J.D. Rhynes once again has his Bluegrass Kitchen in this issue;

Steve Kirtley wrote the “Blue 
Grass Band Name Generator”; 
Elena Corey has provided one of 
her challenging crossword 
puzzles for this issue, on Page 
10; and Sandy Rothman wrote 
great articles on the Tenbrooks 
Band and the Closing of Paul's 
Saloon.
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I 111Your contributions are still 

needed... I will print any articles, 
cartoons (original), puzzles, record reviews, etc. that are sent to me. 
Please send your contributions to: Editor, Bluegrass Breakdown, 
1985 Madrid Drive, Stockton, CA 95205.

Until next month... enjoy the music!

ALL ROADS LEAD TO• • •
David Crisman Quintet 
Maura O'Conneil
Seamus Connoliy, John 
Whelan St Pat Kilbride
Edgar Meyer, jerry Douglas 
St Russ Barenberg
Kristina Olsen St Nina Gerber 
l•d»H«h„t,Kat.Brislln

Wanted: Bands Interested in 

Performing at the 1992 CBA 

Father's Day Festival
Bands who are interested in performing at the 1992 California 

Bluegrass Association Bluegrass Festival are asked to submit their 
material by September 30, 1991. Submissions should include a 
cassette tape or record of material which is typical of the music 
currently being performed and apromotion package which includes 
a biographical sketch of the group members, including a photo
graph.

Poncho Sanchez 
Altazor • Rob Rio

ChHd *' Wound Up • Front Range
16 The Sundogs • Way Out West

Professor Einstein
Is . Alfredo Rolando Ortiz 

Mi.

The band selection committee usually meets on the first 
weekend in November to choose the bands to appear at the June 
festival. Selection committee members are all volunteers and may 
not serve more than two years in a row. A blind listening is 
conducted for a preliminary list which is then narrowed down to the 
bands who perform. In 1991 there were 52 bands who submitted 
material for consideration.

Clogging groups who would like to perform are asked to 
submit a video tape of a recent performance or make arrangements 
to audition at the band selection committee meeting.

Promotion packages and samples should be mailed to Carl 
Pagter, 17 Julianne Court, Walnut Creek, CA 94595. If you have 
questions about the process, the materials needed etc. please call 
Don Denison at (209) 464-5324 or Carl Pagter at (415) 938-4221.

The Growling Old Geezers 
FRAk^^ Jill Knight & The Blister Sisters 

° * Chris O'Connell

The Acousticats (Our host band)
Inner Faces AND MORE'

For tickets & more Information, contact;
KCBX LIVE OAK MUSIC FESTIVAL, Dept. BB 

4100 Vachell Lane • San Luis Obispo, CA 93401 • 805/544-5229
August 1991, Bluegrass Breakdown - Page 3
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From the President's Desk mWell our festival is over, we have all worked hard to 
produce an excellent event, and I believe we were successful. The 
weather was perfect, (we ordered it special and paid extra for it) the 
music was magnificent, the operation worked smoothly, and we 
had good attendance. It was Tuesday A.M. before Suzanne and 1 
were able to leave. We spent in all 11 days at the fairgrounds and 
while we enjoyed it, we were happy to get home.

Our members have been a real help to us in producing this 
festival. We had so much help, that 1 am unable to thank everyone 
individually. I would though like to mention some who were a 
great help to me as Festival Coordinator. First of all every board 
member and coordinator put in long hours and lots of hard work. 
Bob and Barry Grantham, Steve Whitt, Phil Boemer and his wife, 
Stu Bailey, David Trainer and Bob Mellinger were all part of the 
crew who built and set up the clogging stage. Bob and Barry were 
very professional, efficient and thorough. Shordy after they began 
work, I ceased to worry about the clogging stage. 1 shodd also 
mention Nancy Borglund and Jim Bell, they also worked on the 
clogging stage with the rest of the crew.

Special mention also to Bill Wilhelm. Bill showed up every 
day ready to work, and spent almost every day doing exactly that. 
Bill also towed our disabled pickup and camper back to Stockton. 
Thanks also to David Runge. David is not a board member, but he 
proved a valuable asset in helping with the stage setup and other 
matters that needed attention. It seemed like every time I look 
around Bob Gillim our Security Coordinator and Electrician was 
working at something. Bob and his family were busy nearly the 
entire festival. These people were busy working direcdy with me 
in doing the stage and facility set up, I know I’ve probably missed 
at least one person, if so I apologize, there were so many helping 
hands I could not keep track of all of them.

Others who made the festival a success are Karyn Cap our 
Publicity Vice President, Lenny Walker, our Entertainment Coor
dinator ably assisted by Jim Carr, the Activities Vice President. 
Mary Runge, our Membership Vice President was busy helping 
wherever needed, making sure the membership booth was properly
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staffed and working with our Editor, my wife Suzanne, feeding 
most of the working crew throughout the festival.

Carl Pagter, our Chairman of the Board, deserves thanks for his 
work and guidance throughout the year. Our Treasurer, Wendy 
Hogan, worked hard throughout the year to keep us on budget and 
will spend many more hours to come up with a Festival fiscal report. 
Hank Gibson, our Concessions Coordinator did an outstanding job 
in bringing in new concessions, working with the “regulars” and 
setting up an attractive concession area. Mike Kemp, our Mer
chandising and Marketing Vice President did a fine job of establish
ing Mike's Mercantile to sell CBA cookbooks, cups, coozies and 
calendars at the festival and throughout the year.

Once again we owe our thanks to the entire Ellis family for their 
work at the front gate. Lolan, Madeline, Nolan, Mary Ann and their 
families, Mike McGarr, and many other volunteers helped to make 
this difficult area less troublesome this year.

Special thanks go to the officers and members of the Santa 
Cruz Bluegrass Society who volunteered en masse to help Bob 
Gillim and his daughter Shirley with the voluntary security force.

Our contractors also did an excellent job. Borrows Security 
provided the Uniformed Security force and once again did a fine 
job. George Relies always provides good sound for us, but it was 
especially good this year. New this year was P.E.A.C.E. our 
sanitation contractor. These men and women did an excellent job 
of keeping up with the trash and recyclables, cleaning the showers 
and bathrooms and keeping the concession area clean.

I need to mention one other person who volunteered her 
services as my personal assistant and “go for”, David and Mary’s 
daughter Timber Runge. Timer spentalotof time chasing parts and 
being a general helper.

As you can see, with so many people working hard to make the 
festival a success, I didn’t have much to do except “direct traffic”. 
In fact its a bit embarrassing to accept praise for the work so many 
people have done. My job was to give directions and coordinate all 
the effort. My job was a lot easier because of the work of so many 
of you.

STEVE SWAN GUITARS festures the Tony Rice Model Blue- 
grass dreadnought and the new Vintage Artist model by Santa Cruz 
Guitar Company. The Vintage Artist mahogany dreadnought 
utilitzes a unique top bracking system derived from the dread
noughts of the mid 1930’s. It’s an ideal guitar for flatpicking or 
banging out some bluegrass rhythm. For more details call (415) 
215-5431 or write 1060 Solano Avenue #721, Albany, CA 94706. 
Trade-ins and consignments welcome. p8/91

HELP WANTED - the California Bluegrass Association is look
ing for an Advertising Salesperson for the Bluegrass Breakdown. 
Experience is desirable, but not necessary. Duties would include 
contacting prospective advertisers, soliciting ads and scheduling 
them for publication with the editor. This is a volunteer position, 
but the rewards can be wonderful.... ask any CBA volunteer! If you 
are interested please call Suzanne or Don Denison at (209) 464- 
5324.

Thank you very much, all of you.
Don Denison

Cookbooks, Coffee Mugs, Coozies, Calendars and 
Bumper Stickers are still available from CBA's 

Mike's Mercantile 
Call Mike Kemp to place your order 

___________ (209) 957-7531

YOUR ADVERTISEMENT - in this space can reach over 1800 
Bluegrass music fans. The cost is reasonable and the rewards can 
be great! Send your ad and check to Bluegrass Breakdown, 1985 
Madrid Drive, Stockton, CA 95205.
Page 4 - Bluegrass Breakdown, August 1991



7th Annual MIDSUMMER

Abluegrass festival
______________________________________________________

The Most Intense Musical Experience in the West
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Featuring Bill Monroe ifliii

\Jimmy Martin •The Osborne Brothers 

Frank Wakefield • Mark O’Connor 

Kenny Baker & Josh Graves LABOR
DAYFM

Bryan Bowers • Sarah Elizabeth Campbell
California Quickstep ♦ Country Ham

Good or Persons • High Country
Carol McComb • Piney Creek Weasels
Harvey Reid • Shaggy Mountain Boys 

and more!

WEEKEND
August 29th - September 1st

Nevada County Fairgrounds 

Grass Valley, California

Tickets are available by MAIL, PHONE PURCHASE (a $2.00 processing fee per adult ticket is charged on phone orders), 
at all BASS outlets, and at the following locations:

. Berkeley - 5th String Music Store (415) 548-8282

. San Francisco - 5th String Music Store (415) 668-8282 ■ Canoga Park - Blueridge Pickin Parlor (818) 700-8288

. Grass Valley - Foggy Mountain Music (916) 273-6676 ■ Grass Valley - Chamber of Commerce (916) 273-4667

CAMPING is available with the purchase of the FESTIVAL or 2-DAY TICKET ONLY.
There is a $10 per vehicle camping charge imposed by the Fairgrounds for 

I------------ Thursday night, other nights are included in the ticket price.

• Children under 12 free • No dogs permitted • Gates open at 12 noon Thursday • Performance rain or shine
• No refunds • $10 charge for returned checks • No exceptions •

INFORMATION OR PHONE ORDERS, call 916-455-5117 or 1-800-660-9644 
0 (California only) between 11:00 am-9:00 pm, Monday thru Thursday,

11 ;00 am-5:00 pm Friday and Saturday.

. Palo Alto - Gryphon Stringed Instruments (415) 493-2131 

. Sacramento - 5th String Music Store (916) 452-8282

MAIL ORDER COUPON

wimmim
QTY TOTALPRICES ADLILT ;;_______

Festival ticket/All days
2-Day ticket: Fri/Sa^or SaVSun__________
fbursday only __

Friday oniy _
Saturday only

55.00 :::-x ssssw
iSi®®

45.00 20.00l;®S

free .. ...... .
Sssgifj;:®®®;®: ________ free 

5.00Miiiilllll* 
.........................................

i: ;®
si

;S®®4®®:i®S'S

Wimi
.................. :-:-:-:T:-:-:T:-:v:g_ 15.00 

20.00 ______10.00
 Sunday only i®®;:«»^

®®:®:®®®:®::; jjaoo __
________TOTAL ENCLOSED •;T:

NAME
CITY_

ADDRESS
STATE New Address? Yes No ;

Mail orders to: Midsummer Blue^ass Festival, P. O. Box 1172, Pollock Pines, CA 95726 i
August 1991, Bluegrass Breakdown - Page 5
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August Letters to the Editor
Children’s Program a Festival Highlight
Editor:

On Saturday, June 15, 1991,1 attended my first bluegrass festival. Being 
affiliated with a Bay Area start-up publication for children called The Kidsnrint 
Times, my editor and I were searching for feature articles that might be of interest 
to children.

As I was searching around for ideas, my banjo instructor informed me of the 
CB A Father’s Day Weekend Bluegrass Festival. I ran the idea of festival coverage 
by my editor. S he liked it. But a colleague of mine said, “You’re wasting your time. 
Kids today ain’t interested in bluegrass. I don’t care if it is a part of our musical 
heritage. Kids today don’t care about history or heritage. Kids today only care 
about what’s happening now. It’s fast cars, the latest clothing styles, expensive 
stereo equipment, dirty rock and rap music. No way are you going to interest them 
in bluegrass.”

His words were discouraging. But when I arrived at the festival I discovered 
that he was wrong. The festival was rich with children’s events that promoted the 
bluegrass theme. And the children eagerly flocked to these events. The children’s 
program included such presentations as a puppet show by Darla Byer entitled 
“Why Does the Coyote Yodel,” a musical history presentation with C.W. Byer, 
complete with audience participation, a T-shirt design workshop 
with Holly Risk and music for children with such folks as Bob 
Peterson, Linda Peterson, Anne Howard, Carlo Calabi, Lynne 
Quinones, Jill Cruy, and the Alhambra Band.

I also discovered two accomplished junior musicians amid the 
many off stage jam sessions. The first of these musicians was 
twelve-year-old Paul Washburn who, from my vantage point, 
picked the hotest banjo this side of Earl Scruggs. The second was 
14-year-old Frank L. Solivan II, an equally accomplished fiddle 
player and singer.

The entire festival was a real eye opener. And for me it served 
to reinforce a basic lesson which had eluded my recollections 
during the course of a fast paced city life. The lesson was best 
summed up in the words of C.W. Byer who told me during the 
course of an interview, “The commercial culture and the traditional 
culture have continued to rival each other throughout history. The 
important thing is that the two balance each other out. You don’t 
get new music without the conservation of tradition. When we look 
at weaknesses in modem music, those weaknesses derive from a 
failure to preserve the tradition of home grown music.

And how is this “home grown” tradition preserved? As one of 
the festival participants put it, “You’ve got to spend time with the 
kids—quality time.” And on that note I’d just like to say that this 
festival marked for me the greatest quality time I’ve spent since my 
last religious retreat—and I truly look forward to attending another 
bluegrass festival in the near future.

Editor’s note: CBA'sfirst effort to provide a programfor children 
was a combined effort of volunteers which was coordinated by 
Lenny Walker, CBA Board Member and Festival Entertainment 
Coordinator. From all reports it was an unqualified success, and 
a part of the festival experience that we will enhance, expand, and

Suzannerefine for next year.

Thanks from Visitors from Tennessee
Editor:

What an enjoyable experience it was for my wife and I to attend 
your festival at Grass Valley. The Nevada County fairgrounds is a 
beautiful place to hold a festival. We have attend^ many different 
Bluegrass Festivals all over the country and yours has to be one of 
the best.

Why? Because it’s the people behind the music. The friend
liness and hospitality we received was the greatest. Your entertain
ment lineup was excellent. Boy, did Chubby Wise ever put on a 
show!

The CBA Board of Directors and volunteers do a great job. We 
hope to come back next year.

Regards, 
Jim and Natalie Epperson 

Nashville, TN
Deraid W. Hamilton 

San Jose, CA Thanks To the Volunteers
Editor:

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you and all the 
members of the board of directors for asking me to M.C. part of the 
festival again this year. It is a pleasure to serve you all.

I would like to thank especially those volunteers who work so 
hard behind the scene that makes fhis festival possible. The very 
able and hard-working crew that we have had to work with for the 
last two years has made these last two festivals the smoothest and 
best run efforts that I have yet seen. Jim Carr and Lenny Walker 
have done a magnificent job and I thank them for their dedication 
to perfection.

Usually there’s at least one or two things that don’t go right at 
a festival no matter how much you plan or manage, but there wasn’t 
one thing these past two years.

Lets hope it goes that way for another 16 years. Thank you for

Had a Wonderful Time at the Festival
Editor:

I had a wonderful time at the Grass Valley Father’s Day 
Festival. The weather was great, the music superb and the autoharp 
workshop I attended was very enlightening. “Congratulations” and 
“Thank You” to all who contributed their efforts.

I would like to make special mention of the children’s pro
gramming. It was a great concept and followed through with skill 
and enthusiasm. These people did not just fill the children’s time 
—they filled it well and constructively. I was camped near the slab 
and watched some of their programs. Great job!

June Kesterson 
Escalon, CA

Page 6 - Bluegrass Breakdown, August 1991



compromised.
As a fan of playing and listening to Bluegrass and as a local 

supporter of your festival, I suggest that you state your policy on late 
arrivals up front. Also, other festivals I’ve been to cater to the local 
crowd either by free early shows or reduced ticket prices. Anything 
would be better than “sorry full price.”

I would appreciate a response to this letter.

a job well done and its always a pleasure to work with all of you.
Best regards, 
J.D. Rhynes 

Railroad Flat, CA

Thanks For Ice Booth Volunteers
Editor: Gary Sobonya 

Nevada City, CA

Response from the Festival Coordinator:

I want to take this opportunity to write the Breakdown before 
it goes to press for the next issue. I want to exi»-ess my appreciation 
for all of the volunteers that helped man the Ice Booth.

We were officially open 10 hours a day, but also provided on 
call service to those who needed ice. The volunteers were always 
ready to assist and did so cheerfully.
A very Special THANK YOU to A1 and Edla Allbe, Ted and 
Marilyn Allen, (who by the way worked last year too), Faye Downs, 
Irma, Jerry and Bill. We all had such a good time, we found 
ourselves gathered around the ice booth even in what was supposed 
to be our off hours.

We all enjoyed ourselves so much that most of the people have 
already signed up to work the ice booth for next year. Ne^ess to 
say that this makes looking fOTward to next year even better, when 
you know you’re going to spend great times together with friends, 
what more can you ask?

Again a VERY SPECIAL THANKS to all of you. Friends is 
what the world is all about Come gather around the “Ice Hold” for 
some good time and company.

Dear Mr. Sobonya:
Thank you for providing me an opportunity to respond to your 

letter, and other less polite complaints from others about this matter 
directed towards the personnel who were working for us at the gate 
the night you are referring to. I have read your letter carefully and 
have tried to reduce it to its bare bones as follows:
1. Local residents should be given preferential treatment.
2. There had been a previously stated “promise” of half price given 

to you the night before.
3. You were treated poorly.
4. Our ethics are less than honorable, not “family” oriented, and 

some how compromised by money grubbing to make ends meet.
5. The price of admission was too high for privilege of playing 

music with friends.
I will answer these points in order listed.

1. The location of one’s home has no bearing at all on preferential 
treatment Indeed those who have the longest distance to travel 
have mwe need for a price break. We feel we are doing a good 
job getting the community involved. Some of the things we 
have done are: joined the Chamber of Commerce, allowed 
almost all of our festival to be broadcast by the local public radio 
station, provided a concessions booth to KVMR at the festival 
in exchange for ad copy in the same station ’ s program guide, and 
worked with the Legislature and the City Council to proclaim 
Grass Valley the Bluegrass Capitol of California. We are 
looking to find more ways to involve the community in the 
California Bluegrass Association. While we value local cus- 
UxnCTS and good relations with the community institutions, we 
cannot give preferential treatment and still be fair to our other 
customers.

2. We are not responsible for misunderstandings or unauthorized 
statements of policy. Past half price admissions were granted 
due to small crowd size, not as a general policy. We may again 
have 1/2 price admission depending on crowd size.

3. The “poor treatment” you received at the gate was correct, firm, 
and polite language. Unfortunately the language directed at the 
gate personnel was not always polite or correct. Under the 
circumstances I’m sure you can understand why a curt reply was 
returned for your angry questions. Many people who arrived 
late and were charged full price used abusive language. I must 
defend our personnel at the gate, they were following my 
instructions.

4. Any suggestions that our ethics are compromised are totally out 
of line. We have not engaged in price gouging, and try our best 
to provide a family atmosphere. There were many (actually 
hundreds) of people who praised the family atmosphere, the 
children’s programs, and the outstanding hospitality provided 
by the CB A. Money grubbing was not the reason for maintain
ing full price at the gate for late arrivals for Saturday night’s 
performance.

Sincerely, 
Karen Gibson 

Napa, CA

Editor’s note: Volunteer effort is what the CBA is all about. 
Without all of the volunteers who gave willingly and happily of their 
time during the four days of the festival... it just wouldn’t happen. 
To all of you greatfolks that helped in the Membership Booth, at the 
front gate, walking Security, building the clogging stage, setting up 
the main stage, in Mike’s Mercantine, in the Ice Booth , in the 
Children’s Program and throughout the year THANK YOU from 
the bottom of our hearts. YOU made our 16th Annual Festival a 
great success! Suzanne

Festival Complaint and A Response 
from the Festival Coordinator
Editor:

I feel compelled to relate a story to you that happened at the 
just-past Father’s Day Bluegrass Festival in Grass Valley.

Saturday night I arrived at the gate at 10:30 p.m. with my guitar 
and mandolin in tow eager to jam for a few hours. At the gate, I was 
told that in order to enter the show at all, I would have to pay the full 
ticket price of $20! I informed the “security guard” at the ticket 
table that I had inquired at the gate Friday afternoon and had been 
told that after hours entrants on Saturday would be charged half 
price. Her response was a rudely stated “they did that last night, but 
they aren’t doing it tonight” I left and went home totally disillu
sioned with the CBA and the entire festival.

I had only brought $ 10 with me, and besides, $20 is a little steep 
for the “privilege” of playing music with friends.

I understand your need to make ends meet, I attended the 
Friday show and got my money’s worth.

I’ve been attending your festival for sevCTal years, and have 
gone late to pick before. Never have I been treated so poorly or had 
to pay full price so late in the day. Somewhere along the line the 
ethics that make the Bluegrass “family” so nice to be part of were (Continued on Page 8)
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August Letters to the Editor
5. The price of admission is^e same ^i^ammers as it is for those 

who listen to every note from the stage. Our overhead expenses 
are the same whether you go to the stage or remain in camp 
jamming with your friends. I know of many who don’t go near 
the stage during the entire festival; they spend their entire 
weekend playing music with their friends. These musicians do 
not feel that f^ull price is too much to pay for this privilege. Our 
lineup Saturday night was excellent, there were a large number 
of great jams in the campground, the weather was outstanding- 
$20 was a fair price to pay whether you came for the music or 
for the jamming.
I have attempted to answer your complaints, I would like now 

to make a few statements directed toward yourself and others who 
complained about the same things.
1. Full price was maintained because it would have been irrespon

sible to charge half price. We, at one point, were considering 
closing the gate to all except those who had presold tickets. 
Barry Burrows, our Security Chief, advised me that there was 
sufficient room for only 10 more cars at 6:30 p.m. Toannounce 
half price tickets with an almost full house would have been 
irresponsible. We were at capacity and I chose to admit only 
those who were willing to pay full price. I did not want anyone 
who wanted to attend to be turned away. Your are proof that this

strategy was effective. Had you really wanted to see the show 
or jam with your friends you would have paid full price and have 
been admitted. Regardless of what your interests were, the price 
of admission was the same for everyone.

2. It is basically unfair to charge half price to one person and full 
price to another regardless of time or place of residence. I’ve 
never been comfortable with charging half price fo late arrivals. 
I believe it encourages late arrivals and lowered gate receipts. 
As I mentioned earlier, our overhead expense is the same 
whether you pay half or full price. Is it possible that you listened 
to our show for free on the radio at home then attempted to take 
advantage of the large crowd of jammers we worked so hard all 
year to attract. There were a large number of excellent quality 
jams that Saturday night, to expect to pay only $10 to use our 
crowd as your personal jamming pool is an unrealistic expecta
tion.

3. If you really want a bargain, join the CBA — its only $12.50 a 
year; it provides a listing of all regional events, many of them 
FREE jams. It would also allow you to take advantage of 
members prices and provide information about Early Bird 
prices. By being a member, you could have attended the entire 
festival for $44.00 by buying your ticket early. You would also 
have been able to read in the Breakdown my appeal for help in 
setting up theFestival. Many volunteered, and those that needed 
or wanted them were given free passes in return for their 
services.MEMO M MEMOn 4. You say you are a Bluegrass fan and a supporter of our music, 
I submit that someone who has attended several festival and 
enjoyed the music and the people in attendance would serve 
himself and the music he claims to support well by becoming a 
part of the “family”. We welcome into our family even those 
who complain about our policies. At a minimum it would keep 
you well informed, give you a price break on our events, and an 
opportunity to vote to change the make up of the Board whose 
policies you object to.

5. Our festival is booming more and more popular. If you want to 
assure yourself admission, and a lower price, buy your tickets 
early. If you wait too late you may arrive to find the gates closed 
with SOLD OUT signs posted on them.

October
26-27-28

1991

Mark vour calendar... 

For the CBA's 

•Annual Meeting 

•Election of 1991/92 

Board of Directors 

•Fall Campout, 

Potluck and BBQ 

At the Petaluma 

Fairgrounds on 

October 26-27-28!
Watch for more detail in the 

September Breakdown!

Sincerely, 
Don Denison 

Festival Coordinator

Radio Station Complaint
Editor:

Wait a minute I think I read where all the Bluegrass and Old 
Country Music is on KCBL 88.7 FM, Sacramento, CA. When I 
tuned to 88.7 lo and behold static came pouring through my radio.

If you don’t know KCBL is only on cable so it isn’t even 
available to the general over the air listening public, well I guess I’ll 
just turn my dial back to 89.5 KVMR in Nevada City. Where TJ 
Meekins plays old timey country and Eric Rice along with Earl 
White still beam that high and lonesome sound right into my pick
up without a coax extension cord.

Thanks, 
Johnny Palacio 

Auburn, CA

Editor's note: Mr. Palacio is correct... KCBL is the cable station 
in Sacramento. The Radio Log will be corrected. Incidentally, / 
just print the listings as they are submitted, and if they are incorrect 
or out of date I can only correct them if someone lets me know. 
Thanks for the information. SuzannePage 8 - Bluegrass Breakdown, August 1991



4th Annual

Gold Country
"Finger Pickin’ Good"

BLUEGRASS MUSIC FESTIVAL
Presented By Steamboat Productions

Aug. 23, 24 & 25
The All Girl Boys Band 

Homefire 

Brushy Peak 

High Strung Band 

The Bluegrass Pilgrim
The Youngsters of Bluegrass The Generation Gap

Amador County Fairgrounds
Off Hwy 49 Plymouth,

California

Tenbrooks 

Touch of Grass 

Snakes In The Grass 

Mountain Laurel 
Sidesaddle

Kids 12 and under Free
Presale 3 Day Tickets $30 (Must Be Purchased Before Aug. 10th) Includes Camping 

After Presale Date, 3 day Tickets Will Cost $35.00, But Still Includes Camping
Cost for day 

$8.00 
$15.00 
$12.00

Starts 
6:00 PM 
11:00 AM 
10:00 AM

Friday 
Saturday 
Sunday

Camping & Self contained Units Included In Price & Encouraged
One Day Tickets (Available at Fairgrounds Only) No Camping 

Bring your own lawn chairs and blankets 
Food And Drinks Available At Fairgrounds
Steamboat Prod. 310 PIppo Ave. Brentwood, Ca. 94513 Include Self 
Addressed Stamped Envelope.

For Tickets Write To:

For Ticket Info. Call: Chet Butler (415) 634-5415
Tickets And information Aiso Avaiiable at Amador County Fairgrounds Office

(209) 245-6921
Camping available starting at 4:00 PM Thursday Aug. 22nd. Fairgrounds must be cleared

by 12:00 Noon Monday Aug. 26th.
No Pets Allowed
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ft X" Marks The Spot By Elena Corey
Across:

1. Precise, as in timing 
6. High or Captain 

10."___on the Run" (title)
13. Orchestra instruments
14. Roman peace
15. Zeta Tau Alpha frat (abbrev.
16. Container
17. Bagel's associate 
20. Chopping instrument
22. And, in Ceasar’s Rome
23. Jazz instrument
24. Ninety
25. Largest state
27. Southern state: init.
29. Combine
30. Snoop
31. Man's name 
33. Brain section
36. Ground grain
37. What's up,___?
39. Curse
41. Gun clubs
43. Subject of puzzle
44. Speed of some bluegrass
45. Egg
46. Luxury car (abbr.)
48. Underground creature
50. "Per" or "Com" suffix
51. Atomic particle
53. Adjacent or upcoming
55. Name for a king
56. Small rug

, 57. World peace organization
59. Xanadu (abbr.)
60. While
61. Touch
62. Irrelevant: init
64. Conditional
65. Sunny Side of the_____
67. Loose
68. Friend
69. Assigned mentor init.
71. Forman menswear
72. Quality which helps pros
76. Negative: slang
77. Trick
78. Center

T 2 7 5 7 8 9 Kf TT 12

13 14

21 23 |24

27 28 29 30

33 34 35 36

38 39 40

42 43 44

46 47 m

51 52

56 57 58 59

61 62 63 64 65 66

68 69 70

72 73 74 75

77 78

14. A curse
17. Dictionary abbrev.
18. Eastern Chorus Youth League: init.
19. Twenty-five
21. Enclose (abbrev.)
23. Number
24. Medical picture machine 
26. Cover
28. Commanding Officer
29. North American country (abbrev.)
30. Puzzle
32. Curved outward
34. Blood factor
35. Bob Will's state
36. Idiot 
38. Center
40. Eathem water retainer 
42. Exist
45. Cheer in Spain
46. Type of plane
47. Proceed
49. Test
50. Petition

51. Navigational aid
52. California wine country 
58. Niacin
63. Man's name
67. Soap trademark
68. Post exchange for officers?
70. Worry: abbrev.
71. Musical symbol
72. "Please repeat" sound
73. Having gained entrance
74. Chemical element
75. Is: Spanish

(abbr)

Down
1. Former
2. Last letters
3. High: Spanish
4. Plead
5. Indian wigwam: init.
6. Bit of humor
7. Initial: abbrev.
8. Gross minus expenses
9. "He signs his checks with___"

10. An info, sending process
11. Work animal

Puzzle solution on Page 31
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Bowe
JlANSlO

Bluegrass Traditional Folk
and other Acoustic Music of American Heritage

AUGUST 17, 1991 — 9am til 6pm

4

1

WORKSHOPS ❖ FOOD ❖ CRAFTS ❖ CHILDREN’S STORYTELLING 

Bowers Mansion ^ Old 395 South ^ Washoe Valley
Bring a blanket or low back beach chair.On the grass in front of Historic Bowers Mansion.

(Halfway between Reno and Carson City, NV )

ADMISSION;
$12 at Gate / $10 Advance FEATURING

(Advance tickets must be purchased by August 16)
Children 12 and Under FREE

Brian Bo’wers Special Guest Host 
AcousticatS (PhH Salazar Band) 

California Quickstep 

Doodoo Wah ❖ High Strung 

Charlie Blacklock & Leland Smith 

Piney Creek Weasels Shiloh 

SOver State Stompers ^ Wild Creek
Acts listed are confirmed - MtO'be subject to change^

Local Camping available at 
Davis Creek Park, 702-849-0684 
Special Parking available for the 

handicapped and infirm.
No Dogs except for seeing eye dogs. 

Rain or Shine.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: 
702-849-0474 or 702-882-6013

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT;
Maytan Music Center/Reno, Carson City and Fallon, NV 

Wayne’s Family Music, Gardnerville, NV 
Northern Nevada Bluegrass Assoc.

2435 Brenda Way, Carson City, NV 89704

Produced by the Northern Nevada Bluegrass Association & Washoe County Parks and Recreation.
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Let Old Tenbrooks Run
by Sandy Rothman

The English Countryside, Tweeds, East Coast American tradi
tions, Bluegrass music. Race horses. These are some of the 
associations that come to mind as I listened to David Putnam 
describe the imagery framing his original concept of Tenbrooks, the 
Bay Area’s newest and very dynamic bluegrass band.

The whole thing got started with a jam session that included 
David on guitar and vocals, mandolinist Tom Beckeny (fiddler for 
High Country), and Kevin Thompson (High Country alumnus and 
bass player in the Vem Williams Band), at Kevin’s San Francisco 
home just a week and a half after the Loma Prieta earthquake of 
October 17,1989. They knew they had something right from the 
start. The elements were in place; Good singing and good rhythm, 
and one of them was bom in the Chinese New Year of the horse. 
Then Robbie Macdonald joined on banjo and Jerry Logan replaced 
Kevin on bass, and the rest, as Logan says, was chemistry. The 
quartet’s first fiddler was Ray Bierl, then Kevin Wimmer of the 
Good or Persons joined; recently due to Wimmer’s heavy per
forming schedule, his place has been taken by Greg Spatz, another 
High Country alumnus, from Davis, California.

So far, everything that’s happened for Tenbrooks has been 
magic. From their successful early gigs to their ongoing recording 
sessions that seem to be blessed with remaricable good luck (ten 
songs in ten or eleven hours of studio time!), these guys are defying 
the odds facing any bluegrass band in this day and age, much less 
on the West Coast as a cultural transplant Seeing the group in 
performance, talking with David Putnam about his background and 
value, and listening appreciatively to their recently recorded mate
rial has given me some insight as to why this can dl be happening. 
Add that David has surrounded his fine bluegrass singing with 
musicians who bring years and years of instrumental chops to the 
band, that all the members agree that Tenbrooks has uncommon 
spark, energy, and creativity, and that everyone views it as a special 
opportunity to pick together, and the picture becomes even clearer.

“Our very first band tape, made back in the fall of ’89 right after 
the earthquake, landed us a spot on the California Bluegrass 
Association’s Grass Valley Festival the following June,” recalls 
David. “I booked us a couple nights at Paul’s Saloon and a gig at 
the Freight and Salvage to get our feet wet; it took three or four 
months to get our repertoire in place, but we landed at Grass Valley 
sounding really good.” According to a review in the Santa Cruz 
Bluegrass Society’s newsletter, Tenbrooks was the “surprise hit” of 
the festival. “That was a good vote of confidence, and we just kept 
going from there.”

As to traditional values, David gets a lot of them from both sets 
of grandparents, who instilled in him a love of music and early 
American virtues. “My grandfather on my father’s side was an 
Oregon logger, and my grandmother helped feed the family playing 
organ and piano in roller rinks up and down the coasts of Oregon 
and California. My grandfather on my on my mother’s side carried 
the mail on horseback and was a rancher in the Badlands of interior 
South Dakota. I spent summers hanging out with him, riding along 
on the mail route tetween Grandpa and the Indians, mowing alfalfa, 
and branding cattle. They were strong, capable, prairie people.” 
When the family moved from Oregon to San Jose in 1%2, David 
brought with him the influence of the old swing standards from his 
piano-playing grandmother. He played trumpet in “a cooking high 
school jazz band,” and evenuially formed a swing quarter (Rhythm 
and Romance) using the old music books she left to him. “We 
played two years in a row at Palo Alto’s Black and White Ball,
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recently, but bluegrass is my driving heartbeat. For now. I’m glad 
to take a breather from swing for a while and do bluegrass.”

Recuperating from a long bout with colitis in the early ’70s, 
David first heard bluegrass listening to Bill Monroe and Flatt and 
Scruggs records and got hooked on the banjo. With his native ‘can- 
do’ skills he built his own banjo (“but it had a fiddle headstock 
because I’d never seen a bluegrass banjo!”) and started doing 
carpentry and cabinetmaking. His first professional job was the 
front doors to the City Council Chambers in Vallejo, which are still 
installed. Then in 1979 a friend took him to the teahouse at the 
Green Gulch 2fen Center in Muir Woods and he spent the whole day 
examining the woodwork there: “I reached a point of no return. It 
caught my senses in a big way, and I fell absolutely off the table in 
love with Japanese woodworking.” Now, with a good reputation on 
the Peninsula for making shoji screens in the traditional way, David 
has committed himself to Japanese hand tools and doing the right 
kind of sharpening. ‘There are two other shoji makers in the Bay 
Area, but they’re belt-sander guys. I’m not comfortable doing it 
that way.” Doing Japanese joinery by hand is intensive, and the 
work is private and isolated. Music is social and group-oriented, 
and he enjoys both modes of expression.

As with his woodwork, David isn’t afraid of the ‘purist’ label 
in his music; on the contrary, he accepts it “with pride. It’s a matter 
of integrity and thoroughness. In furniture work everything is 
thorough, like the buried mortise and tenon work that no one will 
ever see. That’s why you’re never going to hear me put any swing 
chords in bluegrass. It would be like mixing Japanese and Chinese 
food - it wouldn’t work.” Long interested in musical instrument 
craftsmanship, David plans to make a couple of guitars in the near 
future. In that realm too he maintains certain standards; “I feel that 
things like the Gibson mandolin design should be left alone. 
Innovation is good but it should be complete, not just a few minor 
cosmetic changes.”

David’s first bluegrass band, back when he was playing banjo 
and learning dobro, was the Pork Range Rangers, who played every 
Friday night at an East Palo Also mexican restaurant from 1979 to 
1981. “We also played St. Michael’s Alley in downtown Palo Alto 
one Saturday night a month for a year or two. We packed the place; 
there were as many people waiting to get in as there were trying to 
get out!” Then one time at Grass Valley Ed Neff took him aside 
after hearing him sing. “He said, ‘Look, I think you ought to sing. 
The toaditional way to do that is to play the guitar. ’ So I dropped the



especially for rhythm and stage presence, and Ed for overall 
musicianship and knowledge of the idiom.”

In 1980Tom left Done Gone and joined the Grant Street String 
Band the following year, playing mandolin on their first album 
(Grant Street String Band. Bonita Records 111. 1983). He returned 
to school as a psychology major in 1982, and spent several months 
in 1983 playing amplified fiddle in a country and western band. In 
late ’83 he (re) joined the New Done Gone Band, and 1984-85 
played mandolin with the Bay Ramblers (with Paul Shelasky, Alan 
Senauke, Markie Sando's, and me), holding down Thursday nights 
at Paul’s Saloon.

Tom moved to New York City for graduate school in clinical 
psychology in 1985, and played with the New York Pickers 
(including Gene Yellin and Dave Thompson, Kevin’s brother and 
former guitarist with High Country). During this time Tom played 
mandolin and fiddle and he also began to sing more than ever 
before. In the fall of 1988 his course work was finished and he 
returned to the Bay Area joining High Country of fiddle just as Greg 
Spatz departed. He finished the remaining fiddle parts on their 
latest album (Sun.set on the Prairie. Turquoise Records TR-CD- 
5071,1990) and contributed another of his original instrumentals, 
“Number Two Express.”

In the summer of 1989 Tom married his wife Kate and he 
joined up with Tenbrooks that fall. He is busy pursuing a doctoral 
degree in clinical psychology, fiddling with High Country, and 
playing mandolin and singing with Tenbrooks. His progress on 
fidie has been remarkable, and with his involvement with Ten
brooks, listeners are again able to hear him on the insnument he’s 
devoted the greatest amount of time to. Another of his neat 
mandolin inventions, “E-Dale,” will appear on Tenbrook’s upcom
ing recording.

banjo and the dobro and never looked back.” He then spent two and 
a half years as guitarist for Bluegrass One, playing Paul’s Saloon as 
many as three nights a week. “But I didn’t really hit my stride until 
this year, with Tenbrooks,” which means that bluegrass listeners 
can look forward to hearing a lot mote out of David Pumam. His 
bluegrass lead singing has the fcMce and quality you want if you like 
the pure, unadorned vocals that are an essential part of country 
music and the classic bluegrass sound.

* * *

Playing extraordinary mandolin and singing, Tom Bekeny 
finds an appropriate niche in Tenbrooks for his considerable talents, 
notably his instrumental virtuosity. The fingers of his left hand 
stretching across a fingerboard have been compared to the long- 
legged strides of a crane, although in keeping with the present 
equestrian metaphor it might be better to liken them to the graceful 
movement of a Thoroughbred. A veteran of several well-known 
Bay Area bands, Tom plays the mandolin (as well as the fiddle) in 
a way that can best be described as offering maximum improvisa
tion and creativity without threatening the limits of traditional 
bluegrass.

Tom was bom in Cleveland, Ohio, in 1954 (the year of the 
horse) and moved to Monterey, California, in 1965. He learned his 
first guitar chords while recovering in the hospital from a 1968 car 
wreck, and by the next year he was playing guitar in high school 
with the influences of folk, pop, rock. Bob Dylan, and Woodie 
Guthrie. A school fiiend who played banjo and guitar, Mark 
McComack (now a banjo and pedal steel guitar player), gave him 
guitar lessons and turned him on to bluegrass with Bill Monroe and 
High Country records, and took him to hear local bands such as Joe 
Kimbro and the Bear Creek Boys. In 1972, while going to Sonoma 
State College, Tom borrowed a hollow-body electric mandolin 
from McComack and soon graduated to a ‘tater bug’. “I also met 
Mark Hogan, a banjo player who really gave me a lot of encourage
ment and generally focused me on bluegrass. He warned me that 
bringing the electric mandolin to the jam night at Paul’s Saloon 
would elicit ‘bad vibes’; I did anyhow and was kicked out, not for 
the mandolin, but because I was underage at 18.”

He took mandolin lessons from Butch Waller and one from 
David Grisman, and says that his biggest influences at the time were 
Bill Monroe, Frank Wakefield and Grisman’s early bluegrass 
playing. He cites Jesse McReynolds, Sam Bush, and Tiny Moore 
as later mandolin influences. He paid his respects to Wakefield in 
an original instramental called “Old Red Mandolin,” recorded in 
1979 with Done Gone (The Done Gold Band. Police Records 001), 
named after the old Gibson mandolin that Wakefield painted red.

Then in 1974 Tom drove to Bean Blossom with Hogan and 
decided to quit school and see Nashville. He worked at the Country 
Music Hall of Fame and stayed in Nashville for six months, 
rooming with Butch Baldassari and playing a lot of music. “It was 
a very exciting time, with lots of watching, listening, and jamming 
at the Station Inn. Bob and Ingrid Fowler (initiators of bluegrass at 
Paul’s Saloon several years earlier) were very supportive of our 
efforts to learn.” Late that year Tom returned to Monterey, played 
in the Coast Ridge Boys widh Mike Beck and Mark Hogan, and then 
moved to San Francisco in the fall of 1975 to attend S.F. State. “1 
started as an English major but soon began taking music classes full 
time. But they wouldn’t let me in the music department! An advisor 
informed me that the mandolin was a ‘recreational instrument.’”

Hanging out at Paul’s, Tom helped form Done Gone with Don 
Humphries, Mark Hogan, Steve Pottier, and Sue Shelasky. “I 
phased out my music classes as Done Gone began working more, 
and started learning some fiddle in 1977. Don Humphries and Ed 
Neff, who joined later, were important musical mentors - Don

* * *

If any of the Tenbrooks members has been seriously under
heard in recent years, it’s been Robbie Macdonald. An important 
banjo player in the Bay Area’s ‘golden age of bluegrass,’ the ’70s, 
Robbie hasn’t been in regular performing unit since 1984, so it’s 
especially heartening to see him at the core of Tenbrooks and back 
on the bluegrass track.

Bom in Bakersfield, California, in 1945, Robbie grew up in the 
postwar dust bowl community that came to known as ‘the country 
music capital of the West.’ He remembers first becoming aware of 
the appreciation of country music from “Cousin Herb Henson’s 
Trading Post” with pianist Henson on a daily country and western 
telecast over KEPO-TV in Bakersfield. “I became fond of the banjo 
in the late ’50s folk music, but the first bluegrass I heard was one 
day in 1963, driving home from the market, on the car radio. 1 
caught an instmmental, ‘Hickory Hollow,’ by the Dillards, over 
radio station KUZZ-AM in Bakersfield. Then that summer I saw
Larry Cohea at Midrener’s Drive-In - he had his banjo, without a 
case, in the back seat of his black ’56 Chevy. He came over to my 
house and played some, and I was hooked.” After buying many 
bluegrass records through 1963-4, Robbie finally got a five-string 
“at Globe Loan and Jewelry on 19th Street in Bakersfield. I took 
three lessons fiom Ken Lively, a local folkie, and picked up 
Scruggs-style banjo from Larry Cohea and slowed-down records 
and tapes. I learned a lot about bluegrass from Larry and another 
musician friend, Craig Wilson, during the mid-’60s. The first live 
band I saw was in San Jose - the Pine Valley Boys, at a club called 
the Offstage. Butch Waller played mandolin. Herb Pedersen was 
the banjo player, David Nelson played guitar, and Geoff Levin played 
bass.”

Craig Wilson lived in San Francisco from 1967 to 1969, and 
(Continued on Page 14)
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Let Old Tenbrooks Run...
(Continued from Page 13)

Robbie, who was going to school at U.C. Santa Barbara, commuted 
on weekends and became friends with Bay Area bluegrassers 
including Bob and Ingrid Fowler, Ed Neff, and Bruce Nemerov. In 
1970 he moved up to study at U.C. Berkeley’s Botany Department 
(preparing him for his present position as a chemist for a Bay Area 
manufacturer of lab instruments for biochemists and molecular 
biologists) and was recruited to play bass with High Country that 
summer. He played banjo with the Fowlers’ StyxRiver Ferry in ’70 
and ’71, then with the Tonto Basin Boys in the South Bay Area.

From 1972 to 1975 Robbie played banjo in the band he’s 
probably best known for, the Phantoms of the Opry (with Pat 
Enright, Joe Zumwalt, Paul Shelasky, and Laurie Lewis in the 
original version). He also played in the New Done Gone Band in 
19824. During this time he established himself as oneof California’s 
finest banjo players, with a rare combination of taste, drive, and 
innovation in a warm and engaging mixture of melodic and ‘straight’ 
banjo artistry. Equally warm and engaging is Robbie’s strong but 
sweet tenor voice, heard to good advantage in the Tenbrooks 
‘power trio,’ but never enough as far as I’m concerned. “His love 
and extensive knowledge of the music has accelerated the band’s 
development into a mature andcohesive group,” reads the Tenbrooks 
band biography, and he can talk bluegrass until the old man with the 
mandolin plays, with unmatched insights into the musical and 
personal nuances of bluegrass and its players. His playing and 
singing are the best evidence of his deep immersion in the genre, 
and now that he’s back in a band, it’s possible to lend an ear to this 
‘gentle giant of bluegrass. ’ Listen for his winning banjo composi
tion, “Katydid Reel,” named for his daughter Katie.

with Tenbrooks.
“In late ’891 got together with David, Tom, and Robbie for the 

first time. The rest is chemistry! This is the best group of musicians 
I’ve played with, and it’s very inspiring!”

Jerry is well respected as a wonderful silversmith and fine 
jeweler, with an emphasis on stone-setting for his artistic bolo ties. 
His work is available at Bay Area arts and crafts outlets, and he is 
doing an increasing amount of silver work by commission. His 
talents are obviously being well expressed in art and music, and he 
brings to each the level of care and attention that distinguishes the 
excellent from the ordinary.

♦ * ♦

In the fiddling department Tenbrooks has been just as fortunate 
as with the other musicians. Until his road schedule prevented it, 
Kevin Wimmer’s powerful playing in Tenbrooks took its place 
with the best of classic bluegrass fiddling. The newest fiddler in the 
band will be Greg Spatz, High Country alumnus and a masterful 
violin ‘boss’ in his own right. Everyone is excited about Greg’s 
enthusiasms for the band. Look for the up-coming release from 
Tenbrooks to include some super-fine fiddle work by both Kevin 
and Greg.

* * *

Now that we’ve met the stable of pickers who form the group, 
what about the name itself?

“One time I was playing at Paul’s,” reminisces David Putnam, 
“and I had a request to sing ‘Molly and Tenbrooks.’ I spaced out 
on the words completely and it was a big joke. Later a friend gave 
me the words to the song with the story from an old Sing Out! 
article. The imagery hit me just like coming up with a furniture 
design; What if we call this band Tenbrooks, after a horse? I made 
the rounds of a few musician friends and pretty much came up with 
a hundred percent thumbs-down on the name; I got varying degrees 
of ‘No, that ain’t it.’ One comment was, ‘No, no - that’s not a band 
name. Name your dog that! ’ So I tried for several weeks to come 
up with something different, but it just didn’t go away. I also like 
the graphics, like the horse-racing lithograph on our letterhead, and 
the image our appearance suggests. It’s not about cowboys and 
Indians; it’s the lush pastures of Virginia and Kentucky and 
Tennessee, that whole swing through there, and horse racing. It also 
occurred to me that I didn’t think any other bands or bands’ names 
were touching on this imagery.”

As the central force in Tenbrooks, David sees himself mainly 
as an interpreter of traditional bluegrass repertoire, and he takes the 
time to search for good unfamiliar material to bring to the band. But 
the forward-looking former race car driver is also emerging as a 
bluegrass songwriter, having written four songs in the last two 
years, with other ideas waiting.

“I wrote ‘The Kentucky Derby Song’ because we needed a 
good B-flat uptempo number, something crispy and cracklin’, 
something fun, something family, something history: Taking 
Grandma and Grandpa to the races / All the crowd is dressed so 
gaily / The track is fast, the air so clear / Let’s not delay, it’s time 
to play / The Tenbrooks boys are going to the races today!”

* * *

Jerry Logan, with Robbie and David, completes the Tenbrooks 
trio as a rich baritone singer, and he is also the group’s driving bass 
player. “He has clearly become one of California’s finest bluegrass 
bass players,’ reads the band bio, and it’s hard to believe anyone 
could be that solid after less than a decade on the instrument.

Moving to the Bay Area in the early ’70s from southern 
California, Jerry heard his first bluegrass in 1972 with the Will The 
Circle Be Unbroken album. “I started learning dobro on a borrowed 
‘tin can’ model,” he recalls, “and started playing in a band right 
away. Then in 19761 formed the four-piece Mindego String Band, 
in which I played dobro and guitar; one of the high points was 
volunteering for the gospel hour at the 1978 Grass Valley festival. 
Somewhere during that time I met up with David Putnam and we 
formed a group based on bluegrass called the Pork Ridge Rangers. 
In 1979 I formed the Front Porch Swing Band with Jack Tuttle, 
Mark Hanson, Bob Kolb and Michelle Le Comte, playing dobro 
and guitar. In 19811 took a bluegrass vacation back east. I loaded 
my backpack and dobro and took a bus to Iowa, Kansas, and 
Kentucky, and saw a whole different musical world. I met Don 
Helms, legendary steel player with the Drifting Cowboys. That was 
one of the highlights of my dobro career.”

Back in California, where Molly does as she pleases, Jerry 
“dabbled in bass during 1982-3, nothing serious. For the next 
couple of years I quit playing and was totally away from the world 
of music. Then in 19861 bought a bass and started playing at jams 
and with anybody who’d let me.” Around this time the rockabilly 
band Jerry and the Jets started forming, with Jerry fronting the band 
as rhythm guitarist and lead singer. “Sometime late in ’88 the bass 
player quit, which turned out to be a real blessing. I stepped into the 
role of bass player, our rhythm tightened up, and we got good.” 
Jerry has cooled his “Jets” recently in favor of playing bluegrass
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Bluegrass Band Name Generator
by Steve Kirtley
Simply pick any combination from columns 1,2, and 3:

Column 3Column 2Column 1

Mountain
Ridge
Creek
Peak

Valley

Bluegrass
Foggy

Lonesome
Sunny
Pine

Rocky

Ramblers 
Bluegrass Band 

Boys 
Drifters 
Special 
PickersGap

Another method is to use the following formula:

1 IIRegional Nick-Name, 
Type of Weather 

or Disposition

Geological
Feature

Personal
Adjective+

Examples:
A computer program has been developed to generate band names 
automatically. To get your computer generated band name just call 
1-900-555-NAME. There is only a $100 charge for the call.

Gulch -I- 
Peak + 
Valley -i-

BoysDixie -I- 
Stormy -i- 
Happy +

Ramblers
Hotshots

"TheAll New Mormon Lake"
BLUEGRASS FESTIVA L

August 16, 17 & 18, 1991 

FEATURING
Bluegrass Patriots High Country

One of Califrona's Finest Traditional Bands!Colorado's Great Entertainment Group!

Flying SouthScenic Route
Arizona's Outstanding Versatile Group!Southwest's Premier Contemporary Bluegrass Band!

with
The Colorado River Boys and other guests

Sunday Morning Bluegrass Gospel Program Featuring "Arizona Gospel"
Arts & Crafts * Exhibits * Concessions

Sponored by the Mormon Lake Lodge (602) 354-2227 
Don Douglas, Fetival Chairman (602) 374-5269 

Friday 11:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Saturday 11:00 A.M. - 5:30 P.M. Sunday 9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Located 1/2 mile north of Mormon Lake Lodge, Mormon Lake, Arizona in the cool pines. Rain or Shine. Bring your 
own I awn chairs, blankets and sun umbrellas. Admission: Adults-$7.00 per day or 3-day pass $18.00; Children 
(6-12) $2.50 per day; $6.00 per day dry camping. Early camping available. ___________
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1991CBA Festival - A Retrospective
by Suzanne Denison

“Beautiful weather”, “outstanding lineup”, “great Children’s Program”, “beautiful 
setting”... are only a few of the comments following the 16th Annual CBA Father’s Day 
Weekend Bluegrass Festival which was held June 13-16. AL' of these things were present... 
along with an opportunity for friends to gather together to enjoy what they love the most... 
BLUEGRASS MUSIC!

The fairgrounds was full to over-flowing with campers, day attendees, and volunteer 
workers who made new friends, got reacquainted with old friends and just plain enjoyed the 
festival. We had one of the best gate days ever on Saturday, and came within 10 ore cars of 
filling all available parking on the grounds.

From all reports the workshops were a great hit... especially the “harmony workshop” 
with the Whitstein Brothers, the “fiddle workshop” with the legendary Chubby Wise, and | **i| 
the “banjo workshop” with Bill Emerson of the U.S. Navy Band. The Children’s program, 
coordinated by Lenny Walker, was a big hit with children, parents and very interested adult 
onlookers.

PICTURED ARE:
Upper left: Bob Gran
tham, Barry Grantham,
Jim Bell and Ron Rose
constructing the clogging
stage.

Above: Ron Rose and
Bill Willhelm in th&final
stages of the clogging
stage construction.

Left: The U.S. Navy
Band Bluegrass Unit -
Country Current on
stage for one of their sets.
The Navy came through
with flying colors and
clean white uniforms de
spite the dust!

Photos on
These Pages

by Phil Boerner
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customers.
The gate volunteers, coordinated 

by Madeline and Lolan Ellis, did a 
great job of directing incoming cars, 
taking tickets and banding the festival 
arrivals. The “ice hole” gang, coordi
nated by Karen Gibson, manned the 
booth for its schedule hours and then 
answered urgent “on call” ice needs 
throughout the festival.

As always, Sadie and Hugh Port- 
wood mann^ the CBA Information 
and Membership booth, with friendly 
faces and the help of willing volun
teers. Mike Kemp and Irma Hembree 
were the main staff of the CBA 
“Mike’s Mercantile” with assistance 
from Timber Runge.

The backstage crew, coordinated 
by Lenny Walker, did an outstanding 
job again this year. These folks have 
full responsibility for the smooth 
running schedule of on-stage enter
tainment, and the comfort and secu
rity of the entertainers. The Children’s 
program was an all-volunteer effortCHUBBY WISE - and Stoney Lonesome on stage with guest performer, Jim Eanes during 

their one of the Friday sets. This was a real crowd-pleasing combination!
that really shone. The 
dedicated and profes
sional staff created a pro
gram from scratch, and 
carried it off with great 
success and enjoyment by 
all who attended.

Creature comfort 
(garbage, 

restrooms, concession 
area cleaning) this year 
were provided by 
P.E.A.C.E., of Jackson, 
California. These hard
working folks hit the 
ground running on 
Wednesday night and did 
not stop working until 
2:00 A.M. on Tuesday 
morning. The resfrooms 
(inadequate as they are) 
have never looked cleaner 
or been stocked as fre
quently. The unexpect
edly large crowd created 
a mound of garbage that

A TYPICAL CROWD enjoyed the wonderful music, the pine trees, and pleasant weather during an ^
afternoon set of the U.S. Navy Band. lieved, and these folks

All of the volunteers this year were willing to give freely of . coped very well,
their time, efforts, and hard work. I would like to mention Security services were provided by Burrows Security of Grass
especially Bob and Barry Grantham and their crew (Steve Whit, Valley. These friendly folks provided cashiers for the front gate 
Phil Boemer, BiU WiUhelm, Bob Mellinger, Ron Rose, Nancy Pafrolled the fairgrounds to look for any potential trouble and
Bourgland and Jim Bell). These folks came early (Friday the 7th) relatively little for such a large crowd. Their approach was
and stayed late on Sunday to build a clogging stage and then always courteous, firm and professional and all problems were
dismantle it for storage. The security volunteers, coordinated by handled quickly, and with as little public knowledge as possible.
Bob and Shirley Gillim, all did an outstanding job of walking the Memorial Fund was able to collect $ 1,100
grounds to answer questions, direct the lost, and check for paying family through the generous donations received during the

(Continued on Page 18)

services
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Festival Retrospective
telSili

festival. The Mandolin drawing from the contributors was won by Linda Wagner of H 
Citrus Heights. She is a fiddle player who had been looking for a mandolin to learn on, 
and was really happy to win the drawing. The mandolin and case were donated by Gil B 
Schlichting of Schlichting Mandolins from Sparks, Nevada and the hand-tooled leather ■ 
strap was donated by Tony Kelsey of Nevada City. ■

Harvey Leach of Grass Valley donated the hand-made guitar which was won by K 
Bryan Baker of Martinez in the drawing of survey respondents. ■

Gold Country Festival tickets were won by J. Rex Caudle of Visalia, Sandy Hansen ■ 
of Pollock Pines, and Kathleen Rothaus of Sacramento. The generous folks from H 
Steamboat Productions donated $1 from each ticket sold to the Randy Nicely fund. Their ■ 
festival will be August 23-24-25 at the AmadOT County Fairgrounds and should be I 
another great one! B

One of the highlights of the was the presentation to the City of Grass Valley of the L 
proclamation fr-om the State Legislature naming Grass Valley the "Bluegxass Capitol of ^ 
California. On hand to receive the proclamation were the Assistant Mayor, the City fc 
Manager, representativse from the City Council, Chamber of Commerce, the Nevada 1 
County Fair Board, and Congressman Chandler's's office. CBA Board membas and I 
officers and Carol Bernstein (representing the Midsumma: Bluegrass Festival, Inc.) were |

Spi

f
]

PICTURED ARE: 
Above: Carl Pagter, CBA 
Chairman of the Board, 
presented Rose Maddox 
with herCBA Honorary 
Life Membership in rec
ognition of her liftime 
career in Bluegrass and 
Country Music.

Left: A rare treat for the 
Saturday evening crowd 
- Rose Maddox was 
joined by the "Instant 
Band Boys" in a short set 
of some of her famous 
songs. Pictured are Rose 
Maddox, her grandson, 
Donny, Hank Gibson on 
bass, John Murphy on 
guitar, and Dave Baker 
on Mandolin. Other 
members of the im
promptu band were Ed 
Neff, fiddle, andjim 
Carr, banjo.

Mark Your Calendars and Make Plans Now to Attend
The 17th Annual CBA Father's Day Weekend

Bluegrass Festival
Featuring:

•The Johnson Mountain Boys ‘The Goins Brothers 

• Del McCoury Band ‘The Larry Stephenson Band
& Much More!
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Grass Valley Named The "Bluegrass Capitol of California"
on hand to make the presenttion and also give the City a U.S. flag and Honorary Lifetime Member for her lifelong contributions to the
which was flown over the Capitol Building in Washington and preservation and promotion ofcounuy and Bluegrass msuic. Rose
obtained from Congressman Dohttle's office. and her grandson Donny Maddox surprised the crowd with a short

Another honorary presentation was made on Saturday night set ofsome of the songs she made famous. The "Instant Band Boys"
when the California Bluegrass Association named Rose Maddox backed her, literally at an "instant's notice" (well maybe a few

minutes). They were: 
Ed Neff, fiddle; Dave 
Baker, mandolin; John 
Murphy, guitar; Hank 
Gibson, bass, and Jim 
Carr, banjo. It was a rare 
treat to see Rose in such 
good form, and her voice 
just keeps getting bet-

I hope I haven’t 
forgotten anyone who 
made the 16th Annual 
CBA Festival happen... 
it was a great one, and 
everyone who helped 
should be heartily con
gratulated! The pictures 
on these pages were pro
vided by Stan Dye of 
Napa and Phil Boerner 
of Sacramento. I think 
they, more than any 
words, convey the festi
val spirit... if you have 
comments, photographs 
or suggestions to con
tribute, they will be 
welcome, and published. 
I don ’ t know about you... 
but I am really looking 
forward to 1992!

ter!

BACKSTAGE after Rose's rousing set Saturday evening are: Jack Sadler, J.D. Rhynes, Ed Neff, Donny 
Maddox, Rose Maddox, John Murphy, Jim Carr and Dave Baker.

BLUEGRASS CAPI
TOL OF CALIFOR
NIA PRESENTA
TION: Representa
tives from the City of 
Grass Valley, the Ne
vada County Fair 
Grounds, the City 
Council, Midsummer 
Bluegrass Festival, 
Inc., Congressman 
Chandler's Office, 
and the CBA Board 
of Directors gather on 
the clogging stage to 
present the Legisla
tive Proclamation to 
the City.

Photos on 
These Pages

by
Stan Dye
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Paul’s Saloon - 

1969-1991
Since 1969by Sandy Rothman

San Francisco’s “Home of Bluegrass Music,” Paul’s Saloon, 
will close its doors this summer. After twenty-years of promoting 
and presenting bluegrass in the convivial atmosphere of his Marina 
District bar, owner Paul Lampert sold the business this past May to 
restaurant developers.

High Country mandolinist Butch Waller, unofficially the house 
band leader for nearly the entire duration of Ae club’s history, said 
there is a chance the new owners might occasionally feature the 
music, but that “our bluegrass hangout in San Francisco will be 
gone.”

The home of (free) live 

BLUEGRASS MUSIC in S.F. 
seven nights a week !

In 1969, Bob and Ingrid Fowler spoued the place, a short 
distance from Fisherman’s Wharf and the Golden Gate Bridge, and 
convinced Lampert to hire them and their band, the Styx River 
Ferry. Paul’s began to attract hidden bluegrass aficionados from all 
over, and by the early ’70s the Bay Area’s “Golden Age of 
Bluegrass” had begun. Throughout the decade many local bands 
flourished, honed their chops, and influenced listeners on a much 
larger scale than northern California had ever seen. The large, 
rectangular room with its big gas fireplace and classic long bar was 
home to High Country, Phantoms of the Opry, the Good 01’ 
Persons, the Hired Hands, Western Union, Done Gone, High and 
Lonesome, Any Old Time, and many other bands. Paul’s became 
a full-time bluegrass club, with music nighUy, a weekly jam 
session, and special appearances by national and international acts 
(including Cha Cha Maru and the Shaggy Mountain Boys from 
Japan and Transatlantic Bluegrass from France). The original New 
South, the Country Gendemen, Larry Sparks and other played 
Paul’s; Ralph Stanley played a set there, and Bill Monroe always 
wanted to go there after his local concert appearances, often 
jamming with musicians around the fireplace to the surprise, 
delight, and sometimes complete ignorance of the Marina tourist 
crowd.

October, 1989 hit the Marina district heavily and neighborhood 
businesses fell on hard times. Paul ’ s was no exception even though 
bands rallied and played for free while the area got back on its feet 
Then came a personal health crisis for Paul Lampert, with a hospital 
stay; yet, ever true to the music and the local bands, Paul persevered 
and bluegrass had a secure home in the City until news of the sale 
was announced this spring.

Paul ’ s Saloon was very definitely on the “Bluegrass Map of the 
World,” and to all the fans from all countries who sought the place 
out and helped to support bluegrass in this town, keep on picking 
and enjoying the music where you find it. For the time being in the 
Bay Area, other venues will have to lake up the slack. But soon, in 
“the city that knows how,” the days will be over when you could 
walk down Scott Street between ChesUiut and Lombard and hear 
the lonesome bluegrass strains of a fiddle and a mandolin wafting 
out onto the sU'eet and blending, strangely but pleasantly, with the 
aromas of several international cuisines, the conversations of after- 
dinner folks, and, always, the San Francisco fog.Things continued through the ’80s but the earthquake of

Bands and Upcoming Dates
•Country Ham, (415) 271-2003,938-4221 or (804) 985-3551. 7th 
Annual Midsummer Bluegrass Festival, August 29-September 1, 
Nevada County Fairgrounds, Grass Valley, CA.
•Crazy Quilt, Old Time String Band, Celtic and American music. 
(916) 457-7752 or 444-8318.
•Dusty Road Boys, contact Rhonda Williams (916) 589-2519. 
•Good 01’ Persons, (415) 530-0839, 376-1707. 7th Annual Mid- 
summerBluegrassFestiv^, August 29-September 1,Nevada County 
Fairgrounds, Grass Valley, CA.
•Grady Keystone & Anne Boykin, “Harmonious Music in the 
Country Tradition”, P.O. Box 441, Point Arena, CA 95468 or call 
(707) 882-2579. August22-27 - Main Salmon, Idaho, James Henry 
Rivers.
•Hawks and Eagles, “Cowboy Gypsy Music”; for booking infor
mation call (916) 622-0144; P.O. Box 796; Somerset, CA 95684. 
•Hayfever - for information call Lawrence at (415) 832-4389 or 
Elda at (415) 692-2133. August 17 - General Store, San Gregorio,

•High Country, 1586 Vista St., Oakland, CA 94602, (415) 482- 
5134. August 2 - Freight and Salvage, Berkeley; August 23-25 -

If you would like to be listed in this column, please send your 
entertainment schedule to the editor by the 1st of the preceding 
month. I will continue to run Bands until notified they no longer 
want to be listed.
•Acme String Ensemble - “vintage string band music”. Contact 
Michael Harmon (415) 664-2858 or Chris Carney (707) 876-1858. 
•All Girl Boys Band. Contact Gail (415) 383-9399. 
•Backcountry, “a variety of acoustic music”, including bluegrass, 
gospel, folk, new-grass, and acoustic jazz. Members play guitar, 
mandolin, bass, banjo and dobro. Contact Doug Clark (408) 726- 
2322.
•Brushy Peak Bluegrass Band, contact (415) 443-5217; P.O. Box 
848, Livermore, CA 94550.
•California Quickstep, (916) 622-8525 or 626-5192., August 29- 
September 1, 7th Annual Midsummer Bluegrass Festival, Nevada 
County Fairgrounds, Grass Valley, CA.
•Charlie Blacklock with “Charlie’s Band”, 1821 St. Charles St., 
Alameda, CA 94501. Phone (415) 523-4649.
•Country Classics, Dana Clark and Jeffifer Clark; P.O. Box 99307, 
Stockton, CA 95209. For booking information call (209) 466- 
8742.
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California State Fair, Sacramento: August 29-September 1 - 7th 
Annual Midsummer Bluegrass Festival, Nevada County Fair- 
grounds,Grass Valley, CA.; September 7 - Beltline Station, Alameda; 
September 22 - Barney Steele’s, (4-7 p.m.) Redwood City. 
"HiJinkSy P,0. Box 2513, Scbsstopol, CA 95473. Csll Chip or Ssrs 
(707) 823-3615.
•High Strung Band - “Drivin’ Bluegrass” Call (702) 345-7351 for 
booking or information. Tuesdays - ongoing - Cantina Los Tres 
Hombres, Reno, Nevada and Thursdays - ongoing Lil Waldorf 
Saloon, Reno, Nevada.
•Horse Opry (209) 532-5109 or (209) 853-2128, P.O. Box 1475, 
Columbia, CA 95310.
•I’ll Be Right Home Honey Band, Blues, Jazz and Swing style 
music; call Bob Peterson (415) 525-3844 for information.
•Hugh and Sheri Hoeger, 2529 Pendleton Dr., El Dorado Hill, CA 
95630,(916)933-1790.
•In Cahoots, Jerry and Pat Pujol, 3026 Stadium Ave., Napa, CA 
94558. For information or bookings call (707) 226-3084. August 
9-10 - Thousand Trails, Duncans Mills.
•Jim Eanes, (415) 799-6267 or (703) 647-4578.
•Jody Stecher and Kate Brislin, 133 Lake St., San Francisco, CA 
94118 (415) 387-9648. August 2 - Minnesota Bluegrass and Old 
Time Music Festival, Zimmerman, Minnesota; August 3 - Rendez
vous, Deer River, Minnesota (daytime); August 3 and 4 - Minne
sota Bluegrass and Old Time Music Festival, Zimmerman, Minne
sota (evening); August 5 - Dance, Minneapolis, Minnesota; August 
23-29 - Valley of the Moon Scottish Fiddle School, Santa Cruz 
Mountains, CA; September 1 - Live Oak Music Festival, Santa 
Barbara, CA; September 12-15 - Strawberry Music Festival, Camp 
Mather, Yosemite, CA; October 3-6 - Michigan Tour, October 21 - 
15 - Augusta October Old-Time Week, Elkins, West Virginia; 
October 26 - Fiddler’s Reunion, public concert with West Virginia 
Fiddlers and Hank Bradley, Elkings, West Virginia.
•John Fuller and Kari Larson (Bluegrass) call (408) 247-7682. 
San Gregorio General Store, Hwy 84 & Stage Road, San Gregorio 
the last Sunday of every month.
•Laurie Lewis & Grant Street, (512)447-0544. August 8-New 
Melody Tavern, Seattle, WA; August 9 - Mill Creek Canyon, 
Earthworks Park, Kent, WA; August 19-23 - Bluegrass Week, 
Eastern Oregon State College; LeGrande, OR; September 13-14 - 
Strawberry Fall Music Festival; Camp Mather, CA; September 28 
- Half Moon Bay Bluegrass Festival; CA; October 11 - Napa Valley 
Folk Festival; Napa, CA; January 11 - CBA Concert 24th Street 
Theatre, Sacramento, CA.
•Lewis Family, Route 1, Box 75, Lincolnton, GA 30817. Phone 
(404) 359-3767.
•Lonesome River Band,RL 1 Box 1778A,Ferrum, Virginia 24088 
(703)483-1136.
•Mandolin Squeeze, Barbara Barnett & Dave Rengers for infor
mation or bookings call (415) 854-6498.
•Mickie & Elizabeth - Traditional Celtic Music and Song from 
Ireland, Scotland, England and the Shetland Isles. For information 
and bookings contact Lark Music (707) 964-5569.
•Mountain Laurel -(916) 272-3603 or P.O. Box 506, Grass Valley, 
CA 95495. August 16 - Northridge Inn, Nevada City, CA. 
•Mother Lode Bluegrass Band, Dave (916) 272-8089. The Wine 
Cellar in Auburn, call for dates.
•Past Due and Playable. For information call (916) 2654328. 
August 2 and 30 - Northridge Inn, Nevada City, CA.
•Piney Creek Weasels, (916) 446-2045. August 17 - Bowers 
Mansion; August 8 - Crafts Fair in Sonora; 7th Annual Midsummer 
Bluegrass Festival, August 29-September 1, Nevada County Fair
grounds, Grass Valley, CA.; October 4 - Yuba City Fair. 
•Raintree County, For booking call Nolan orLolan Ellis at (415) 
521-6778 or (415) 881-8964.

•Rhythm Rasslers - 1st Wednesday of every month. Trade Winds, 
8210 Old Redwood Highway, Cotati.
•Ron and Jerry, Ron Stanley and Jerry Cottrel (707) 923-2603. 
Gaiberville, C A. Every Wednesday and Saturday night at the Giant 
Redwoods RV Park, Myers Flat, CA.
•Scott Freed and Freedom’s Gait - (408) 378-4587. 
•Sidesaddle - For updated Sidesaddle Bookings call the “new” 
Hotline (408) 354-3872. August 3 - East Avenue Tavern, Portland, 
Oregon; August 8 - Eugene Parks and Rec Concert in the Park, 
Eugene, Oregon; August 9 - 2nd Annual Oregon Bluegrass Festi
val, Donald, Oregon; August 10 - New Melody Tavern, Seattle, 
Washington; August 13 - Tacoma City Concert, Tacoma, Washing
ton; August 16 - Seaside Concert Series, Seaside, Oregon; August 
23 - Counuy Store Cafe, Saratoga, California; August 24 - Gold 
Country Festival, Plymouth, California; August 25 - Madera Arts 
Council Concert, Madera, California; September 13 - Country 
Store Cafe, Saratoga, California; September 14 - Willow Shopping 
Center, Concord, California; September 21 - Calaveras Women’s 
Crisis Line Benefit Concert, Stevenot Winery, Murphys; Septem
ber 28 - Bluegrass Grows on the Coast Festival, Half Moon Bay, 
California; October 11 - Country Store Cafe, Saratoga; October 12 
- Woodhaven West Concert, 1st United Methodist Church, Los

(Continued on Page 22)

Bob Grantham
(916) 898-9021

Barry Grantham
(916)343-6117

B&B Enterprises
Plumbing-Fire Sprinklers - All Types of Water Treatment 

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
CONTRACTOR'S UCENSE 

#324997 - 608084
FOREST RANCH, CA 95942

Allied Iron
Steel Sales & Cutting 

Distributors of Steel • Casters • Chain

(415) 591-6555

JOHNJ. MOLTENI 
FAX (415) 591-8731

620 Waltermire Street 
Belmont, CA 94002

Custom METAL MFG. CO
BODY & FRAME AUGNMENT EQUIPMENT 
STEEL FABRICATION & WELDING REPAIR

616 Wakltermire Street • Belmont, CA 94002

(415) 592-6212
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Bluegrass News Notes A

Bassist Beth Weil In Hospital
Beth Weil, bass player for the Good 01’ Persons has suffered 

aeerebral hemorrhage and is presently in Mission Viejo Hospital in 
Southern California. Beth was stricken on Saturday, June 29 right 
after playing a set of music at the Shade Tree.

Fortunately, someone who knew C.P.R. was in the house, and 
the trauma center was only 2-3 minutes away. Beth has had two 
surgeries, and is at this time still in the intensive care unit. Once 
again CB A members are asked to help one of our Bluegrass family 
who is in is in need of our financial assistance. While insurance 
covers most medical expenses, there are still lots of things that are 
not covered such as child care, transportation from Southern 
California, and lost income. There is a definite need for our 
assistance.

Those who can afford to do so are asked to send their contribu
tions to the California Bluegrass Association Beth Weil Fund. 
There will be a benefit concerts for Beth at the Palo Alto Unitarian 
Church on August 2. No details are available at this time but call 
Karyn Cap at (415) 285-6588 for information or listen to Bay Area 
Bluegrass on Sunday afternoons on KCSM San Mateo.

Pittsburgh Banjo Club Announces 
October Banjo Jam Guest Stars

Frank Rossi announces that B ANJOMANIA, the west coast’s 
sensational banjo group, will be joining the EDDY DAVIS SHOW 
as guest stars at the Pittsburgh Banjo Jam in October. Featuring 
Doug Mattocks and Brad Roth, this will be BANJOMANIA’s first 
trip to the eastern part of the country. “The idea of Eddy Davis and 
Banjomania on the same bill is mind boggling,” Rossi exclaims. 
The Banjo Jam attendees are in for a “once in a lifetime treat” at the 
Pittsburgh Banjo Jam.

October 3, 4, 5, 6, 1991 - Sheraton Hotel at Station Square, 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania - four days of banjo jamming, workshops, 
displayers, a ri verboat cruise and The Eddy Davis Show with guest 
starts, Banjomania - what more can a person ask for? Rossi urges 
early reservations for the best room selection and availability.

The main hotel will be the Sheraton Hotel at Station Square and 
reservations can be made by calling (412) 261-2000. Overflow 
guests will be accommodated at the Holiday Inn/Greentree where 
reservations can be made by calling (412) 922-8100, ext. 268.

For more information contact Pittsburgh Banjo Jam, Box 
10125, Pittsburgh, PA 15237.

Bands and Upcoming Dates
(Continued on Page 22)

Gatos; November 8-10 - San Francisco Harvest Festival, Brooks 
Hall, San Francisco.
•Snakes in the Grass, Contact Mark Heath, (415) 726-4460. Sep
tember 28 - Half Moon Bay Bluegrass Festival; CA;
•Solid Air, Allegra Broughton, and Sam Page. For information and 
bookings call (707) 778-1466.
•Solstice, Celtic folk music. Call Alan (916) 626-0778, Dorothy 
(916) 444-8318 or Thom (916) 333-4083.
•Sourdough Slim - P.O. Box 2036, Chico, CA 95927, phone (916) 
343-8173.
•Tenbrooks, contact David Putnam at (415) 325-2902.
•Tipsy House, Irish Traditional Music, Lief Sorbye, 2155 Park 
Blvd. #5, Oakland, CA 94606, (415) 452-5084. Every Sunday 
night - The Plough and Stars, 116 Clement St., San Francisco; 
Every Wednesday - Ireland’s, 3920 Geary St., San Francisco. 
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A Report on Dutch-Style Bluegrass
On 20th of May we had our yearly Big Bear festival in 

Zuidlaren near Gronigen (Holland), which is in the north of our 
country some 200 miles north east of Amsterdam. It is an indoors 
festival and the concert hall contained approximate 500 visitors 
from all over Holland.

The following groups performed at the festival:
1. Laurie Lewis and Grant Street consisting of: Laurie Lewis, vocal 

and fiddle; Tom Rozum, vocal and mandolin; Scott Nygaard, 
guitar (a tremendous picker!); Cary Black, bass (former mem
ber of the Kingston Trio)

2. Special Consensus - a great group, who got a standing ovation: 
Greg Cahills, banjo and founder of the band; Martin Marrone, 
guitar; Dallas Wayne, bass; A1 Murphy, fiddle.

3. Smoketown Strut - a bluegrass group from Belgium.
4. Grasshoppers - a bluegrass group from Denmark existing already 

20 years.
5. Reckless Fingers - a trip from Holland playing new grass.
6. Jimmy Dalle Gilmore - Butch Hancock and Jesse “Guitar” 

Taylor. This band played country and Texas swing.
It was a great festival and people really enjoyed the bands and

music.
The Laurie Lewis band is touring a month in Europe and 

visiting Finland, Germany and Switzerland.
In September next we expect Hugh Moffat and in October the 

band White Mountain Bluegrass. For November the Nashville 
Bluegrass Band is planned but we do not yet have a firm confirma
tion.

In case there might be any bluegrass picker or fan who is 
visiting Holland, he may always give me a call or visit me to get 
more information as regards the bluegrass scene in Holland.
Your dutch friends,
Loek and Hanny 
Loek Earners 
Burg, Commandeurlaan 6 
1687 BH Wognum 
02297-1448 HoUand

Editor’s note: Loek (pronouncedLuke) andHanny Lamers were on 
the Bluegrass Supercruise which several CBA members took last 
February. They soon became fast "bluegrass friends" and have 
since become members of the CBA. There is an active community 
ofBluegrassfans in Europe and we hope to receive periodic reports 
from Loek in future issues of the Breakdown.



dry camping fee, with early camping available.
The festival is sponsored by the Mormon Lake Lodge and 

further information can be obtained by calling (602) 354-2227 or 
the Festival Chairman, Don Douglas at (602) 374-5269.

Midsummer 1991 Lineup Exciting
Labor Day Weekend, August 29 to September 1, 1991 you 

have an opportunity to see a great Midsummer Festival lineup of 
talent at the Nevada County Fairgrounds in Grass Valley. The 
festival is produeced by Midsummer Festival partners, Dan and 
Carol Bernstein, Skip Green, Kent Sommers, Butch Waller and 
Kathy Kallick who have planned a great festival for this year.

Featured performers in an outstanding line up are Bill Monroe, 
Jimmy Martin, the Osborne Brothers, Frank Wakefield, Mark 
O’Connor, Kenny Baker and Josh Graves. Plus: Bryan Bowers, 
Sara Elizabeth Campbell, California Quickstep, Country Ham, 
Good or Persons, High Country, Carol McComb, Piney Creek 
Weasels, Harvey Reid, Shaggy Mountain Boys and more!

Camping is available with the purchase of the weekend or 2- 
day tickets only. There is a $10 per vehicle camping charge for 
Thursday night. No dogs are permitted and the performance will be 
held rain or shine. Gates will open at noon on Thursday with no 
early camping permitted.

Ticket prices are $55 adult, $25 child (12-18) for all days; 2- 
Day tickets are $45/$20; Thursday only FREE; Friday only $ 15/$5; 
Saturday only $20/10; Sunday only $20/15.

Advance tickets are available by mail from Midsummer Blue- 
grass Festival, P.O. Box 1172, Pollock Pines, CA 95726 or call 
(916) 455-5117 or 1-800-660-9644 (California only) llam-9pm 
Monday thru Thursday or 1 lam-5pm Friday and Saturday. They 
are also available at all BASS outlets as well as 5th String Music 
Stores in Berkeley and San Francisco; Blueridge Pickin Parlor in 
Canoga Park; Foggy Mountain Music, Grass Valley; Chamber of 
Commerce in Grass Valley; Gryphon Stringed InsU'uments in Palo 
Alto; and 5th String Music Store in Sacramento.

Bowers Mansion August 17 Festival
Once again its time for the Bower’s Mansion Bluegrass, 

Traditional and Folk Festival, on the grass in front of Historic 
Bowers Mansion, (halfway between Reno and Carson City, Ne
vada) The date is August 17 and the time to remember is 9:00 a.m. 
Activities will continue to 6:00 p.m. and a full day of music, 
storytelling, crafts, fine food and relaxation should be had by all.

Featured entertainers are Brian Bowers, Acousticats, Califor
nia Quickstep, Doodoo Wah, High Strung, Charlie Blacklock and 
Leland Smith, Piney Creek Weasels, Shiloh, Silver State Stompers 
and Wild Creek. There will be workshops, food, crafts and 
children’s storyelling to fill out the day’s activities and keep anyone 
from being bored.

Camping is available locally at the Davis Creek Park and 
information can be obtained by calling (702) 849-0684. Festival 
attendees should bring low-backed lawn chairs or blankets to sit on 
the grass.

Admission is $ 12 at the gate or $ 10 in advance (prior to August 
16), children 12 and under are free. Tickets are available at Maytan 
Music Center in Reno, Carson City and Fallon; Wayne’s Family 
Music in Gardnerville, Nevada; and from the Northern Nevada 
Bluegrass Association, 2435 Brenda Way, Carson City, Nevada 
897094.

The event is produced by the Northern Nevada BluegrassAs- 
sociation and Washoe County Parks and Recreation. Contact B. 
Naylor at (702) 849-0474 or (702) 882-6013 for information.

Gold Country Adds Sidesaddle To Lineup
Sidesaddle, the ever-popular Bay Areas based all-women 

Bluegrass group has been added to the 1991 lineup for the Gold 
Country Bluegrass Festival August 23-25. They join an impressive 
list of Tenbrooks, The All Girl Boys Band, Touch of Grass, 
Homefire, Snakes in the Grass, Brushy Peak, Mountain Laurel, 
High Strung Band, The Bluegrass Pilgrim and the Generation Gap.

For those of you who have attended the first few Gold Country 
Bluegrass Festivals, you already know where the show is located... 
but for those of you who haven’t, let me tell ya. We will be at the 
Amador County Fairgrounds in Plymouth, California, just a short 
drive from Sacramento or S tockton, and only a couple of hours from 
the Bay Area. There’s plenty of room for campers and RV’s on the 
over eight acre grounds.

Tickets are $30 for 3-day (prior to August 10) or $35 at the gate 
(including camping). Friday tickets are $8; Saturday $15; and 
Sunday $12. Camping is available from 4 p.m. Thursday until 
12:00 noon on Sunday.

For more information contact Chet Butler at (415) 634-5415 or 
the Amador County Fairgrounds at (209) 245-6921. Make your

Half Moon Bay Bluegrass Festival
The 3rd Annual Half Moon Bay Bluegrass Festival will be held 

Saturday, September 28 at Princeton Harbor in Half Moon Bay, 
California. This lovely harbor view spot was cold, foggy, wet, and 
windy during the past two festivals, which were held in the Spring. 
Changing to the fall should bring much better weather on the coast.

Featured entertainers this year are: Del McCoury, Laurie 
Lewis & Grant Street, Tenbrooks, Sidesaddle, and host band 
Snakes in the Grass. This will be Del McCoury’s only Northern 
California appearance this year and an opportunity to see the IBMA 
Male Vocalist of the Year in concert. Entertainment begins at 11 
a.m. and continues until 7 p.m. on stage.

The festival is sponsored by the Half Moon Bay Rotary Club 
as a fund raising activity to support its programs. Some of the local 
Rotary activities include High School scholarship programs, drug 
and alcohol abuse programs, child care and senior recreation 
programs.

For a wonderful full day of Bluegrass music in a beautiful 
setting. Half Moon Bay cannot be beat. You can order tickets early 
at $ 10 each from Half Moon Bay Rotary Club. Call (415) 726-4460 
for information.

New Arizona Festival to be Held 
Near Mormon Lake Lodge

August 16-18 the “All New Mormon Lake” Bluegrass Festival 
will be held one-half mile north of the Mormon Lake Lodge in 
Mormon Lake, Arizona. The location has lots of big pine trees for 
comfort and shade.

Featured entertainers are: the Bluegrass Patriots of Colorado, 
Scenic Route, High Country, Flying South, and the Colorado River 
Boys plus other guests. There will be a Sunday Morning Gospel 
Program featuring Arizona Gospel.

Festival goers are asked to bring their own lawn chairs or 
blankets and sun umbrellas. Admission is $7 per day or a 3-day pass 
for $18; children (6-12) are $2.50 per day and there is a $6 per day

#
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J.D.'s Bluegrass Kitchen
Howdy, Howdy, Howdy!

For those of you folks who missed the June festival, you 
missed the best one that we ’ ve had yet! I don ’ t know how they keep 
getting better every year but they do! The Whitstein Brothers and 
Randall Hylton along with “fiddling Chubby Wise” was worth the 
price of admission in themselves so I figure that we got the rest of 
the show for free!

Not only that, but Grass Valley was designated the “Bluegrass 
Capitol of CaUfomia” by the State Legislature that weekend, so we 
must be doing something right I think all of you folks out there will 
agree that what the CBA has managed to do for the last sixteen 
years is truly a miracle. Thank all of you fine folks that work as 
volunteers. With folks like you all to work with I know that the next 
sixteen years of volunteer madness is gonna be a cakewalk! 
Speaking of Cakes, I’d Uke to thank publicly Taco Joe and his wife 
Helen and all of the rest of the folks that were so gracious to feed 
all of the Country GenUemen Band and numerous other musicians 
and volunteers on Sunday evening after the festival was over. 
Thank you for the best burritos that were ever “minted”. I’m glad 
that I was able to get Len Holsclaw, the “Gents” manager hooked 
on ‘em and I hope you gained 10 pounds that weekend, Len!

I know that he can’t get Burritos like Joe’s back in Virginia so 
I just know its gonna cost him a small fortune to air freight his 
weekly or monthly “Burrito fix” back to Virginia. (I warned you 
not to mess with me, Len!)

Talking about Joe’s superlative food has throwed a case of the 
“slobbers” on me for some good grub so lets get down to the 
business at hand, namely some good vittles!

Last fall, when the Osborne Brothers played the 24th Street 
Theatre in Sacramento for us, I promised Sonny that I’d do a recipe 
just for him that he could enjoy without worrying about too much 
cholesterol, seeing as how he watches that very closely. Well 
Sonny, you ol’ banjer picker, this one’s just for you. Oh yes, if you 
close your eyes and gently blow on each bite just before you eat it, 
that removes any unwanted calories and its bound to insure your 
svelte figure will remain unchanged. Here then is:

Chilled Asparagus Salad 
With Orange Yogurt Dressing

my efforts to find out if Sourdough Jack is still around haven’t met 
with any success but I’ll keep trying.

This is about the most complete volume on the art of Sour
dough cooking that I ’ ve ever read. To say that S ourdough Jack was 
an expert is the understatement of the year. As he said about 
Sourdough hotcakes, there are sourdough hotcakes and there are 
sourdough hotcakes. At their worst they are a crime. At their best. 
Ambrosia and more! Here is a recipe for genuine sourdough 
hotcakes that is about as basic as you can get. It produces a hotcake 
that is totally different in taste and texture when compared to what 
we’ve been accustomed to by using commercially prepared box 
mixes. When done right, these are truly Ambrosia.

Most folks U7 to cook sourdough hotcakes like you would 
ordinary hotcakes when it comes to the size of ‘ em. These you cook 
no larger than 2 to 3 inches in size. A good large spoonfull of batter 
is just right for Sourdough.

Here is how Sourdough Jack makes hotcakes:
Sourdough Jack’s Hotcakes

1 cup of starter 
1/4 cup of boihng water 
1 TBSP sugar 
1/2 tsp baking soda 
1/4 tsp salt

Make sure your griddle is hot and ready. Mix the sugar and salt 
into the Sourdough starter. In a cup, pour in the boiling water and 
add the soda. Stir to dissolve good. Then fold it into the batter 
gently. Do not beat. Inamoment you’ll hearand then see the batter 
start to rise dramatically. Use a large enough bowl so it doesn’t 
overflow. Cook your cakes immediately.

If the dough has worked as it should, if your technique was 
masterly, and if the griddle was hot the first cake or two will be 
eaten by the devotee without butter or sweet! “When your mouth 
has quit watering it is quite au fait to add butter, syrup, jam or what 
you have to the final half dozen or so. And then don ’ t leave the table 
hurriedly. While you regret your lack of further capacity revel for 
a moment in memory, and reflect that there will be more tomor
row!” Sourdough Jack.

Truer words were never written or spoken. Vem, I thank you 
from the bottom of my heart (and tummy) for this fine volume. 
Even though you haven’t got to sample any of its results yet, you 
know that it won’t be long.

Well folks that’s it for this month. Don’t forget the Midsum
mer Festival is coming up on Labor Day weekend with lots of fine 
entertainment for us to enjoy. Lets all make plans to go and enjoy 
the music and each other’s company once more. May all of you in 
my “Bluegrass family” have God grant you peace and health.

Yer friend, 
J.D. Rhynes

Asparagus to suit
Cut asparagus to length. Bring a pot of water to a boil, large 

enough for all the asparagus. When boiling good, add the aspara
gus. Watch the pot closely and the instant that it starts to boil again 
remove from heat and drain. Chill good for 3-4 hours or overnight. 
Dressing: Mix together 1/3 cup Orange Juice, 1/3 cup low fat 
Yogurt and 1 tsp sugar. Chill (makes 2/3 cup). Pour over chilled 
asparagus and garnish with grated orange peel.

I love good cold salad on these hot summer days. Sometimes 
that’s all you really want to have when its in triple digits out in the 
shade. As I write this edition of the Bluegrass Kitchen we’re in the 
middle of our first hot spell of the summer, and talk about yer Dog 
Days! It was so hot here in the mountains of Calveras County today 
I saw a Coyote chasing a jack rabbit and they were both walking! 
Now that’s HOT!

Last March I was graced by a visit by my good friend and 
pickin’ buddy Vem Williams. He brought along with him a 
cookbook written by “Sourdough Jack Mabee” and its titled 
“Sourdough Jack’s Alaskan Cookery”. Vem didn’t have the 
slightest idea where he got it from or how long he’d had it but he 
knew I’d love to have it to share with all of you folks, and as he said, 
“maybe just be able to sample one of two of the recipes that I might 
like to cook up.” (Vem doesn’t miss out on too many meals.) And 
to top it off, the book was published in Nevada City in 1959. So far
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Watch out.,. Ifs the WEASELS!
Side one: Jaybird Got The Whooping Cough, Ida Red. Riley and 
Spencer, Darling Nellie Gray, Rock the Cradle Joe, Sleeping Lulu. 
Side two: Turkey in the Straw, Tom Bigbee’s Waltz, Cumberland 
GapiStoney Point, Gray Eagle, Mississippi Sawyer/Bonaparte 
Crossing the RhinelAngelina Baker, and Down in the Valley to 
Pray.
Personnel: Rick Abrams on Banjo, Fretless Banjo, Gut String 
Banjo, Banjolin, Mouth Harp, Hambone, Guitar and Vocals, (Rick 
doesn’t play all these instruments at once); Dave Rainwater on 
Fiddle, Mandolin and Vocals; Hugh Hoeger on Guitar, Mandolin 
and Vocals; and Ron Morris on the “Bull Fiddle” as he calls it;

by Don Denison
During the past few days. I’ve been listening to the Piney Creek 

Weasels’ latest recording. This tape is one of the few recordings 
that I enjoy more each time I hear it. I’ve enjoyed all three of the 
recordings the Weasels have made but this one simply titled 
“WEASELS” is their best effort so far.

The band has not had a personnel change since Jay Latta left 
about two years ago. The band on this tape in my opinion has 
“jelled”, they have found the type of material they are most 
comfortable with, and have really given us an enjoyable recording 
of Old Time music. The vocals have improved, and the instrumen
tals are excellent in quality. The band shows that the time spent 
playing together has paid off in the quality of their music.

The tape I’ve been listening to is of good audio quality and was 
produced with good taste. The first run of tapes are without liner 
notes. Rick Abrams was kind enough to furnish me a copy of the 
notes that will accompany the remaining production run. I detected 
only one error in the entire two sheets of notes that Rick sent to me 
(more on this later). Some of these selections feature only Banjo 
and Fiddle, others include the entire band using a variety of 
combinations of instruments and vocals.

I had a difficult time picking favorite cuts on this tape, it 
depends a lot on what kind of mood I’m in when I put it on. I have 
to say though that the selections done with the Fretless Banjo, and 
the Gutstring Banjo are the ones I enjoy most.

Jaybird's Got the Whooping Cough and/da Red both feature 
the Fretless Banjo. Ida Red is done by the entire band while Jaybird 
is a Banjo-Fiddle duet with Rick doing the vocals. Both are lively 
tunes sure to get your heart started in the A.M. Darling Nellie Gray 
is a lovely old tune sung by Dave Rainwater. Dave does a good job 
on the vocals and also supplies some fine mandolin breaks. I was 
glad to see that Dave stay^ close to the melody line on this lovely 
old tune. Rock the Cradle Joe is a f^ moving instrumental fea
turing only Banjo and Fiddle, the snap and drive in this one are sure 
to get your feet moving. Sleeping Lulu is a tune I’ve not heard 
before, it is reminiscent of / Don't Love Nobody. Turkey in the 
Straw is FUN. Rick plays the banjo, hambone, jawharp, and 
provides some humorous lyrics too. TomBigbee's Waltz is another 
tune I’ve not heard previously. It is a lovely waltz done with Banjo 
and Fiddle. The next two cuts are both favorites of mine. Both 
feature Rick on an 1881 Dobson Gutstring Banjo and Dave on the 
fiddle. The tunes are Cumberland Gap and Stoney Point on one cut 
and The Gray Eagle, an especially nice duet done Galax Style, on 
the other - you’re sure to enjoy this one.

The next selection is a medley of tunes consisting of Missis
sippi Sawyer, Bonaparte Crossing the Rhine, and Angelina Baker, 
another solid performance. The final tune is an old gospel song 
Down in the Valley to Pray, a song that is not heard often any more, 
and nicely done by the Weasels.

The one tune I ’ ve not commented on is Riley and Spencer. The

Weasels do a fine job on this number though it is to my ear, a strange 
tune. I do like this version better than any I’ve heard to date. Rick 
plays the banjolin on this selection. It does sound like a dulcimer 
just as Rick stated in his liner notes, providing a “new” sound for 
variety.

This recording is full of the life and good humor we have come 
to expect from the Piney Creek Weasels. The vocals are good and 
done in an appropriate old-time style, often with a good deal of fun 
loving humor thrown in. The instrumentals are excellent. The 
musical relationship between Dave Rainwater and Rick Abrams is 
an excellent one. The fiddle and banjo are natural partners, whether 
it is a fretless, gutstring, or standard open-backed banjo. The Banjo- 
Fiddle combination is the heart of this band, ably supported by 
Hugh Hoeger on guitar and Ron Morris on Bass. Rick has the ability 
to use the upper positions on the fretless banjo, most players (even 
very good ones) stay in first position because of intonation problem. 
Rick is able to go up the neck and add variety and interest to the tune. 
The fun and the good music on this tape makes it a must buy.

I mentioned earlier that I found an error in the liner notes, it is 
a minor thing, but while verifying my information I discovered an 
interesting story. In the liner notes Darling Nellie Gray is credited 
to Stephen Foster. I remembered seeing it credited to someone else 
at one time, so I called our resident Old Time Music Historian - Carl 
Pagter. Carl checked and called me back in a few minutes to give 
me this story from his reference material:

Darling Nellie Gray was written in 1856 by Benjamin Russell 
Hanby, an Ohio resident who lived from 1833 to 1867. He was a 
teacher, a minister, and a songwriter known as the Stephen Foster 
of Ohio. The following information has as its source the Congres
sional Record of the 89th Congress. Read into the record by 
Clarence Brown of Ohio. Darling Nellie Gray is a story taken from 
real people by Hanby and written into song. Hanby had met and 
spoken with one Joseph Selby, a runaway slave who had made his 
way north on the Underground Railroad. He was attempting to earn 
enough money to buy the freedom of his sweetheart; unfortunately 
Selby died before he was able to purchase the freedom of his 
beloved Nellie Gray. Hanby wrote other songs, many of them in 
the style of S tephen Foster, hence the confusion. Rick is not the first 
person who has credited Foster with writing this song, and no doubt 
will not be the last. Hanby’s style was very close to Foster’s, and 
he used similar material as a basis for his writing.

While all of this is very interesting, the topic at hand is the 
“WEASELS” - it is an excellent recording of fine old-time music, 
well played and sung with something for everyone.

The tape is available by mail from Rick Abrams, 780 S wanston 
Dr., Sacramento, CA 95818 or from the Weasels at any of their 
personal appearances. Buy it, you’ll love it!
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Places to Listen to Live Music
•Applejack Inn, on Hwy 84, La Honda, California. Live music on 
stage every Saturday 3-6 p.m. For information call (415) 747-0331. 
•Barney Steel’s, 590 Veterans Blvd., Redwood City, CA. (415) 
365-8145. Bluegrass jams and bands 40-7 p.m. any Sunday. Sep
tember 22 - High Country.
•Belt Line Station, 1700 Clement, Alameda, CA. For information 
call (415) 523-4668. Open mike every Wednesday - Jam with Dave 
May. September 7 - High Country.
•Blackwater Cafe, 912 N. Yosemite, Stockton. Call (209) 943- 
9330 for information.
•Cafe Romano, Main Street In Martinez. Bluegrass jam every 
Saturday 7-11 p.m.
•Castle Folk Club; 950 Geary Street, San Francisco. Concerts the 
1st and 3rd Thursday evenings at 8 p.m. Call Allan McLeod (415) 
229-2710 for information.
•Coalesce Bookstore, 845 Main Street, Morro Bay,CA, (805) 772- 
2880.
•Country Store Cafe, 11577 Big Bason Way, Saratoga, CA. (408) 
867-2440. Music every night except Monday 8-11 T-TH; 9-12 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday. Call for information. August 23, 
September 13 and October 11 - Sidesaddle.
•DK’s West Indies Bar, 1121 Broad Street, San Luis Obispo, CA, 
(805) 543-0223.
•Fox and Goose, 1001 R Su-eet, Sacramento, CA. For more 
information call (916) 443-8825.
•Freight and Salvage, 1111 Addison Street, Berkeley. Call (415) 
548-1761 for information. Friday/Saturday music at 8:30 p.m.; 
other days 8 p.m. August 1 - Joe New and Hunter Davis; August 2
- High Country; August 3 - Big Bones and Paul Pena.
•Jack and Mike’s Steak House, 611 Second St., Crockett. Call 
(415) 787-1200 for more information or reservations.
•John Barleycorn’s, 2700 Yulupa Ave., Santa Rosa, CA. 
•Linnea’s Cafe, 110 Garden Street, San Luis Obispo, CA, (805) 
541-5888.
•McCabe’s Guitar Shop, 3101 Pico Blvd., Santa Monica, CA. For 
information call (213) 828-4403 or tickets (213) 828-4497. 
•Musician’s Coffeehouse, Mt. Diablo Unitarian-Universal Church, 
55 Eckley Lane, Walnut Creek, CA. For information call (415) 
229-2710.
•Northridge Inn, 14773 Nevada St., Nevada City, CA. For infor
mation call (916) 265-4328. First Sunday of every month Nevada 
County Bluegrass Jam 2—5 p.m (May 5 and June 2). Bring an 
instrument and join in or just come to experience the informal 
picking sessions. August 2 & 30 - River City Boys; August 9 and 
23 - Past Due and Playable; August 16 - Mountain Laurel.
•Palms Playhouse, 726 Drummond Ave., Davis, CA 95616. For 
information call (916) 756-8502. August 3 - John Gorka; August 5
- Laura Nyro.
•Pearl’s Oyster Bar, 535 Ramona Street, Palo Alto, Ca. 
•Pelican’s Retreat, Seafood Restaurant, 24454 Calabasas Rd., 
Calabasas, CA. Every Sunday 6-10 p.m. Crossroads Bluegrass 
Band. For information call (818) 710-1550.
•The Pizza Company - King’s Shopping Center, Scotts Valley, 
CA. SCBS Bluegrass Jam every Sunday from 1 to 5 p.m. Bring 
your instruments, fee of charge, all levels of musicians welcome. 
For information call (408) 438-4848 or Harold 438-0139. 
•Plough & Stars, 116 Clement St., San Francisco, CA. every 
Saturday, 9 p.m. Tipsy House.
•Plowshares, Fort Mason Center, Marina at Laguna, San Fran
cisco, CA 94123. For information call (415) 441-8910.
•San Gregorio General Store, Hwy 84 at Stage Road, last Sunday 
of every month, Bluegrass, usually with John Fuller and Kari
Page 26 - Bluegrass Breakdown, Augustl991

Larson. For information and schedule call (415) 726-0565. 
•Scarlett LaRue’s, 2460E1 CaminoReal, Santa Clara, C A. Country 
and bluegrass music with Bonnie Clouse, Steve Joynes, Lou 
McClcnahan and Ginny Snyder, Thursdays 8:30-10:30 p.m. 
•Shade Tree Presents, Shade Tree Stringed Instruments, 28062 
Forbes Rd., Laguna Niguel, CA. For information and schedule of 
entertainers call (714) 364-5270.
•Stanley’s Irish Bar & Grill, 2369 S.WinchesterBlvd.,Campbell. 
Call (916) 756-9901 for informaUon.
•The Fret House - 309 North Citrus Avenue, Covina, CA. For 
more information call (818) 339-7020 or 332-1380.

Where can you go to 

hear/play some music?
State Old-time Fiddlers Association
•Atwater - Atwater Community Center, 760 E. Bellview. 2nd 
Saturday 7-11 p.m. Call Roy Lancaster (209) 291 -4875 for details. 
•Buena Park - Cy Gauthier, 5809 Los Santos Way, Buena Park (1 
block North of Hwy 91); 1st Sunday 12:30-5 p.m. Call (714) 827- 
1542 for details.
•Carmichael - Carmichael Elementary School, 6141 Sutter Ave., 
2nd Sunday 1-5 p.m. Call Carl Malotte (916) 645-2167 for details. 
•Castro Valley - Earl Warren Adult School, 19722 Center St., 4th 
Sunday 1:30-5 p.m. (3rd Sunday on holiday weekends.) Call 
Richard Vandiver (415) 278-0271 for details.
•Cottonwood - Cottonwood Trading Post, Bluegrass Jam sessions 
every Sunday 2-6 p.m.. Cottonwood Trading Post, Cottonwood 
Trailer Park, 20837 Front St., Cottonwood, CA (916) 347-5683 for 
information.
•El Cajon - Wells Park Center, 1153 E. Madison, 2nd and 4th 
Sunday, 12-4 p.m. Call Omen Green (619) 748-3493 for details. 
•Exeter - Exeter Memorial Building, 324 North Kaweah, 2nd. 
Sunday 1-4:30 p.m. Call Harry Dunn (209) 535-4000 for details. 
•Fresno - Senior Citizen’s Village Community Room, 1917 S. 
Chestnut Ave., every Saturday Dance, 7:30-11:30 p.m. Call Roy 
Langlois (209) 225-4658 for details.
•Nipoma - Nipoma Senior Center, 200 E. Dana, 1st & 3rd Sundays 
1-4 p.m. Call Cathy Waltz (805) 466-1743 for details.
•Oak View - Oak View Community Center, 18 Valley Road, 2nd & 
4th Sunday M:30 p.m. Call Adrian Bush (805) 984-1744 for 
details.
•Oildale - Veteran’s Memorial Building, 4(X) Norris Road., 1st and 
3rd Sun. 1-5 p.m. Call Esther Smith (805) 831-4269 for details. 
•Old Shasta - New School, Red Bluff Drive, 1st Sunday 1-5 p.m. 
Call Bob Burger (916) 549-4524 for details.
•Oroville - Municipal Autitorium, Oroville; 4th Sunday 1-5 p.m.. 
Call Ron Anglin (916) 533-7949 for details.
•Williams - VFW Hall, Comer of 9th & C Streets, 3rd Sunday 1-5 
p.m. Call William (Bill) Herron (707) 995-1412 for details.

Independent Clubs - California 
•Berkeley - The Fifth String Music Store, 3051 Adeline, 
Berkeley. Jam every Thursday night at 7:00 p.m. Call (415) 
548-8282 for details.
•Berkeley - Freight & Salvage, 1111 Addison SL, Berkeley. 
Occasional Bluegrass jams. Call (415) 548-1761 for details or to 
get on their mailing list.

(Continued on Page 27)



HALF MOON BAY 

BLUEGRASS FESTIVAL
1991 J

1.VI K

on the coast
Princeton Harbor

5 miles north of
Half Moon Bay

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 28th • 11 AM to 7 PM
The Del McCouiy Band

("Best Male Vocalist" IBMA, 1990)

Laurie Lewis and Grant Street
Tenbrooks • Sidesaddle • Snakes in the Grass

Some Special Notes:
• Tickets available at...

Gryphon Stringed Instruments - Palo Alto 
HMB Music Hit - Half Moon Bay 
The 5th String - Berkeley & SF 
Sylvan Music - Santa Cruz

• Sometimes the weather is cool... come prepared.
• Please - No Pets!
• Bring Blanket or Lawn Chair
• Food Available
• Children under 10 Free

See the Map on the Back

SPECIAL PRICE: Si0.00 ADVANCE?!
INFO? CALL (415) 726-4460 ($12 at the Gate)

Order: Number of Tickets:
Name:

Address:

City: State:
Rotary Bluegrass • 326 Main St., Half Moon Bay, CA 94019

zip:

1_
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Upcoming Blue grass, Old-time
vocal and instrumental skills of traditional Bluegrass music. Classes 
and private instruction in banjo, mandolin, fiddle, guitar, and 
vocals. Tuition: $200 per person; lodging and meals $125 four 
days/nights. Registration deadline is July 25,1991. For informa
tion call 1-800452-8639, ext 23669 or (503) 962-3669; or write 
Eastern Oregon State College/DCE Bluegrass, 1410“L” Avenue; 
La Grande, OR 97850-2899.
•August 19-22 - Pete Wernick’s Banjo Camp, Sandy Point Inn, 
Boulder, Colorado. Registration is limited to 20 banjo players per 
session. For further information write Dr. Banjo, 7930A Oxford 
Rd., Longmont, CO 80503.
•August 23-31 - Valley of the Moon Scottish Fiddling School, in 
the northern California Redwoods, Camp Campbell in the Santa 
Cruz mountains. Daily workshops in Scottish, Cape Breton and 
Irish Fiddling; Cape Breton step dancing; Gaelic singing; Piano 
accompaniment; Mandolin; Rhythm and Percussion and a full 
variety of “extracurricular activies”. Instructors include; Alasdair 
Fraser, Buddy McMaster, James Kelly, Iain Fraser, Lnda Daniel
son , Mary Janet MacDonald, Margaret Bennett, Barbara MacDonald 
Magone, Chris Casswell and Jody Stecher. Space is limited and 
early reservations are recommended. For more information and 
reservations write: Valley of the Moon Scottish Fiddling School; 
P.O. Box 1339, Forestville, CA 95436 or call Teresa Caswell at 
(707)887-7111.
•August 23, 24 and 25 - 4th Annual Gold Country Bluegrass 
Festival, Amador County Fairgrounds, Plymouth, C A. Featured so 
far this year at the 4th Annual Gold Country Bluegrass Festival will 
be: Tenbrooks, Snakes in the Grass, the All Girl Boys, Homefire, 
High Strung, Brushy Peak, Mountain Laurel, Touch of Grass, and 
of course, the youngsters of Bluegrass, the Sullivan and Washburn 
family band. Plus more to be added this month. For more 
information contact Chet Butler at (415) 634-5415 or the Amador 
County Fairgrounds at (209) 245-6921. Make your camping 
reservations early for the best spots.
•August23-25 - Mount St. Helen’s Bluegrass Festival, Toledo High 
School, Toledo, Washington. For more information call Pam 
Lopez (206) 978-4201.
•August 24 - Crestline Bluegrass Festival, at the San Moriz 
Baseball Field, Crestline, California. The one day festival is from 
11 a.m. to 7 p.m. and is located on the southeast side of Lake 
Gregory in the San Bemadino Mountains, 15 miles north of San 
Bemadino. Featuring: Byron Berline, the Southwest Bluegrass 
Associaon musicians. Square dancers and local entertainers. Tick
ets are $6 for adults. Juniors (6-12) $3, children under 6 free. There 
is a $2 per vehicle parking fee and no overnight camping. There will 
be jamming, continuous music all day, food, soft drinks, and 
exhibits. Sponsored by the Crestline Resort Chamber of Com
merce. For information call (714) 338-2706.
•August 29-September 1 - 7th Annual Midsummer Bluegrass 
Festival, Nevada County Fairgrounds, Grass Valley, CA. Featur
ing: Bill Monroe, Jimmy Martin, the Osborne Brothers, Frank 
Wakefield, Mark O’Connor, Kenny Baker & John Graves plus: 
Bryan Bowers, Sara Elizabeth Campbell, California Quickstep, 
Country Ham, Good Of Persons, High Country, Carol McComb, 
Piney Creek Weasels, Harvey Reid, Shaggy Mountain Boys and 
more to be announced. Gates will open on Thursday, August 29 at 
noon (no early camping available). For ticket information write to 
Midsummer Bluegrass Festival, P.O. Box 1172, Pollock Pines, CA 
95726 or call (916) 455-5117 or 1-800-660-9644 (California only). 
•August 30 - September 1 - Live Oak Music Festival, San Marcos 

. Camp, C A (2 1/2 hours north of Los Angeles). Featured artists are:

•August 3 - Bluegrass First Class, Rane 
Ampitheatre, Snoqualmie, WA. For further 
information call Sue Fawver (206) 632-1666. 
•August 7-8-9-10-11 - 23rd Annual Grants 
BluegrassandOldTimeMusic Festival, Salt 
Creek Park, Hugo, Oklahoma. Featuring: The 
Tennessee Gentlemen; Paul Mullins and 

Traditional Grass; Raymond Fairchild; the Lewis Family; the 
Warrior River Boys, Red Wing; the Carroll County Ramblers; 
Vernon McIntyre and Appalachian Grass; the Shady Grove Ram
blers; Don Wiley and the Louisiana Grass; the Bass Mountain 
Boys; the Larry Stephenson Band; Chubby Wise; Bill Grant and 
Delia Bell; Bill Mounce and the Outlaws; Twice as Nice; the Sand 
Mountain Boys, the Paul Maharrey Family; Vince Combs and 
Shade Tree Grass; plus more bands to be announced. New this year 
- something for the young pickers... on stage get together for 
mandolin, banjo, fiddle and guitar players 17 years and under 
Wednesday, IJiursday and Friday morning. Modem facilities, 
good food, city water, good security, first aid station and unlimited 
parking and camping. For information write to Bill Grant, Route 2 
Box 74, Hugo, OK 74743 or call (405) 326-5598.
•August 9-10-11 - Bluegrass and Western Days at Fishermans 
Retreat, a weekend treat for the whole family sponsored by the 
Southwest Bluegrass Association and Pegasus for the benefit of 
handicapped children. The park is located between San Timoteo 
Cyn Road and 160 in Redlands, California. Entertainers are Bev 
ERickson and the Upstairs String Band, Stoney Creek, Fork in the 
Road, Clay County, Middle of the Road and Duck and Cover. 
Enjoy an exciting western show, riding exhibitions by the Long 
Riders, fishing in a well-stocked lake, swimming and camping. For 
further information contact Joe Offut of S WB A at (714) 624-7887. 
•August 9-11 - 2nd Annual Oregon Bluegrass Festival, Donald, 
Oregon, (20 miles south of Portland, take 15 to exit 278 and follow 
signs). Featuring: Country Gazette, Sidesaddle, Dr. Corn’s, Old 
Friends, Pumpkin Ridge, The Wallys, Northern Lights, Sidekicks 
and others. For further information contact Ken Brown, Rl 1 Box 
312, Cornelius, OR 97113 or phone (503) 647-2188.
•August 10 - Bluegrass and Country Gospel Music Gathering, 
Carmen, Idaho. For information call Bob Wilkerson (208) 865- 
2220.
•August 16-17-18 - The All New Mormon Lake Bluegra.ss Fes
tival, Mormon Lake Lodge, Arizona. Featuring: Bluegrass Patri
ots, Scenic Route, High Country, FI', ing South with the Colorado 
River Boys and other guests. There will arts and crafts, exhibits and 
concessions on the grounds. For more information or tickets call 
the Mormon Lake Lodge (602) 354-2227 or Don Douglas, Festival 
Chairman at (602) 374-5269.
•August 17 - Bower’s Mansion Bluegrass, Traditional and Folk 
Festival,on the grass in front of Historic Bowers Mansion, Nevada, 
(halfway betweenRenoandCarsonCity,Nevada) Featuring: Brian 
Bowers, Acousticats, California Quickstep, Doodoo Wah, High 
Strung, Charlie Blacklock and Leland Smith, Piney Creek Weasels, 
Shiloh, Silver State Stompers and Wild Creek. There will be 
workshops, food, crafts and children’s storyelling. Admission is 
$12 at the gate or $10 in advance (prior to August 16), children 12 
and under are free. Produced by the Northern Nevada Bluegrass As
sociation and Washoe County Parks and Recreation. Contact B. 
Naylor at (702) 849-0474 or (702) 882-6013 for information. 
•August 19-23 - Eastern Oregon Bluegrass Workshop, Eastern 
Oregon State College,La Grande, Oregon. Instructed by Bill Keith, 
Lori Lewis and Tom Rozum. A complete program of classics in
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and Gospel Music Events
Edgar Meyer, Jerry Douglas and Russ Baren- 
berg: ICristina Olsen & Nina Gerber; Jody 
Slecher and Kate Brislin; Altazor, Poncho 
Sanchez; Seamus Connolly; Tom Ball & Kenny 
Sultan; and Rob Rio. Host band will be the 
Acousticals. Sponsored by KCBX FM 90 
serving San Luis Obispo and Santa Barbara 

Counties in conjunction with American Airlines. For more infor
mation contact Deb Ingalls at (805) 466-5524 or Chris Anderson at 
KCBX (805) 544-5229.
•August 30 - September 2 - Live Oak Music Festival. San Marcos 
Camp in the Santa Ynez Valley, 13 miles north of Santa Barbara. 
California. Sponsored by KCBX FM 90 public radio in San Luis 
Obispo, CA. For further information contact KCBX at 4100 
Vachell Lane, San Luis Obispo, CA 93401 or call (805) 544-KCBX 
(5229).
•September 8 - The Peninsula Banjo Band’s 19th Banjo Jubilee, 
Palo Alto Elks Club, 4949 El Camino Real, Palo Alto, CA 94306. 
A benefit for the Children’s Hospital at Stanford and the Children’s 
Cancer Research Institute. Noon to 5 p.m. For information and 
Uckets contact Carole Thum, 12050 Brookglen Drive, Saratoga, 
CA 95070 or call Ray Ferrie at (408) 269-5020.
•September 12-13-14-15-16-Strawberry Fall Music Festival‘91 
at Camp Mather, Yosemite, California. Featuring John Hartford. 
Davis Grisman Quartet, Vassar Clements. Laurie Lewis and Grant 
Street. Nashville Bluegrass Band and many more to come! For 
advance ticket information contact Strawberry Music Festivals, 
P.O. Box 565, Sonora, CA 95370 or phone (209) 533-0191. 
•Septeber 13-14-15 - Barry’s Banjo Bash, Wolff’s Maple Breeze, 
Catskills, NY. For information contact Frank Barry, 57 Old Farm 
Road, Levittown, NY 11756 or call (516) 796-1390.
•September 14 and 15 - Amador Gold Country Jubilee, Amador 
County Fairgrounds, Plymouth, CA. Fiddle, Flat Top Guitar and 
Banjo Contest -15 divisions. Also western arts and crafts, shoot- 
outs, etc. RV parking available. For information contact Maria 
Bresee, Box 236, Fiddletown, CA 95629 or call (209) 245-3047. 
•September 15 - 21st Annual Julian Banjo, Fiddle, Guitar & 
Mandolin Contest; Julian, CA. For information contact Vickie 
Cottle at New Expressions Music (619) 287-5597.
•September 19-20-21-22 - 20th National Guitar Flat Picking 
Championships, Arts and Crafts Festival, Winfield Fiair- 
grounds (West edge of Winfield on Hwy 160), Winfield, Kansas. 
Featuring: De Dannon, Mike Cross, Norman and Nancy Blake, Dan 
Crary, Bran Bowers, Alison Krauss and Union Station, John 
McCutcheon, the Lynn Morris Band, Mark O’Connor, the Front 
Porch String Band, Bill Staines, the New Tradition, Cathy Barton 
& Dave Para, Aileen & Elkin Thomas, the Dixie Chicks, Joel 
Mabus, Danger in the Air, David Schnaufer, Loose Ties, Mike 
Fenton, the Bill Sky Family, Spontaneous Combustion, the Blue- 
grass Patriots, Linda Tilton, Andy May, Lilah Gillett, Steve Kaufman, 
Happy Traum.andBettet&Gurley. 1991 Contests for International 
Autohaip, Naational Finger Pick Guitar, National Mountain Dul
cimer, Walnut Valley Mandolin, Walnut Valley Old-Time Fiddle, 
Walnut Valley Songwriting, National Flat-Pick Guitar, National 
Hammer Dulcimer and National Bluegrass Banjo. Tickets 
available from Walnut Valley Association, P.O. Box 245F, Winfield, 
KS 67156. Discount prices are available through September 10. 
For more information write or call (316) 221-3250.
•September 21-22 - Bluegrass at the Bridge, Bluegrass Festival at 
Lake Havasu City, Arizona. For information and tickets contact 
Susie Owens at (800) 624-7939.

s •September 20-22 - All-Oregon Bluegrass Festival, Central Ore
gon Community College, Bend, Oregon. For more information 
contact Mimi Stacey, Bend Chamber of Commerce, 63085 N. Hwy 
97, Bend, OR 97701, (503) 382-3221.
•September 27-28-29 - Southwestern Bluegrass Association 
Jammer’s Weekend, Ridgecrest (Southern California). No details 
provided, but contact A1 Carter at (714) 629-6274 and ask for 
information.
•September 28 - 3rd Annual Half Moon Bay Bluegrass Festival, 
Princeton Harbor, Half Moon Bay, CA. Sponsored by the Half 
Moon Bay Rotary. 11 a.m. - 7 p.m. Featuring: Del McCoury, 
Laurie Lewis and Grant Street; Tenbrooks; Sidesaddle, and Snakes 
in the Grass! Come prepared for cool coastal weather, no pets, bring 
blanket or lawn chair, food will be available. Tickets will be $10 
in advance and $ 12 at the gate, children under 10 are free. Advance 
tickets are available at Gryphon Stringed Instruments, Palo Alto; 
HMB Music Hit, Half Moon Bay; the 5th String Music Stores in 
Berkeley and San Francisco; and Sylvan Music in Santa Cruz. For 
information call (415) 726-4460.

•October 3,4,5,6- 2nd Annual Pittsburgh 
Banjo Jam at the Sheraton Hotel at Station 
Square, Pittsburgh, PA. The jam will pro
vide plenty of jamming, along with displays, 
workshops and a riverboat cruise. Featured 
performers will be The Eddy Davis Show, 
Doug Mattocks and Brad Roth and Ban- 

jomania. For further information and reservations write: Pittsburgh 
BanjoJam,Box 101025, Pittsburgh, PA 15237 or call Frank Rossi 
(412) 364-4739.
•October 4-5-6 - Follow’s Camp, Azuza, CA. More information 
in future issues or call (818) 700-8288.
•October 11-12-13- Calico Marching Band; Calico Ghost Town, 
Yermo, CA. More information in future issues.
•October 25-26-27 - CB A Annual Meeting, Election, and Cam- 
pout, Petaluma Fairgrounds, Petaluma, CA. There will be more 
details in the next issue. A potluck and barbecue is planned for 
Saturday night and camping reservations will be taken in advance. 
•October 25-26-27 - Southern Nevada Bluegrass Music Society 
Jammer’s Festival, Logandale, Nevada. For more information 
contact Pete Newton at (702) 363-6348.

•November 1-2-3 - 13th Annual Banjo 
Jamboree, Sonora County Fairgrounds, 
Sonora, CA. Sponsored by the Strum and 
Thump Banjo Band of Sonora.
•November 8-10 - Four Corner States 
Bluegrass Festival and Fiddle Champion
ships, Everett Bowman Memorial Arena, 

Wickenburg, Arizona. Contact the Chamber of Commerce, Drawer 
CC, Wickenburg, AZ 85258 (602) 684-5204.

N
If you have an event of interest to Bluegrass, Old-time or Gospel 
music fans please let us hear from you. Listings in the Upcom
ing Events Column is FREE. Write to:

Editor, Bluegrass Breakdown 
1985 Madrid Drive 

Stockton, CA 95205 
(209) 464-5324

are
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Turn Your Radio On...
Monday 
5-11 AM “The Morning Show” (eclectic country including bluegrass) with Mark Collins, 

KAVA AM.
9:30-Noon - “Monday Morning Folk” with J.T. Mason, KAZU FM 
1-3 PM
1-3:30 PM “Sharon’s Country Closet” with Sharon Byrd, KMUD.

“Arden’s Garden” All the best in rock-n’-country, bluesabilly with Arden, 
KAZUFM.

“Monday Afternoon Folk Show” with Chris Jong, KUSP FM

14 PM

2-3 PM “Backroads Country”, (Oldtime country and Blue- 
grass Show) with A1 Shusterman, KCBL FM (Cable 
Only)

6-8:30 PM Alternating Monday night bluegrass shows on KKUP

Friday
5- 11 AM “The Morning Show” (eclectic country including

bluegrass) with Mark Collins, KAVA AM.
6- 9:30 AM - “The Bushwacker’s Bluegrass Club” with Dangerous

Dan and Juniper Jeff, KZSC FM
9- 11 AM “LunchontheBackPorch”withDianeHering,KZYX

FM.
9:30-Noon - “Meadow’s Heaven Bar and Grill” with Steve Mead

ows, KZSC FM.
10- Noon “The Long and Dusty Road” with Don Jacobson,

alternating with “Folk Plus” with Karen Riess,. 
10-1:00 PM “All Over the Country Road” with Harold Day, 

KMUD FM.
10-2:00 PM - “Backwoods and Forwoods”, with Hank Stamper, 

KFJCFM
2:30-4:30 PM - “Pig In A Pen” with Ray Edlund or “Panhandle 

Country” with Tom Diamant, KPFA FM.
4-7 PM “Friday Music Magazine” with Rich Shipley, KVMR

FM
“Vance’s Bluegrass Show” with Vance Townsend; 
“Tommy Traffic” with Tommy Ickes;
“Palo Alto Cowboy Show” with Digital Dan 
“Bobbin’ Banks Bluegrass Show”

8-10 PM “Monday Night Folk” with various hosts KHSU FM. 
Tuesday
5- 11 AM “The Morning Show” (eclectic country including

bluegrass) with Mark Collins, KAVA AM.
6- 10 AM “The Bluegrass Show”, with Ron Stanley, KMUD

FM.
9-11 AM “Toast & Jam” with Ellen Hcring KZYX FM. 
9-Noon “Rosewood Gates” with Alisa Fineman - Folk Music,

KAZU FM.
9:30-11:30 AM “Folkscene” with Roz & Howard Larman, KPFK FM.

FM.
10-1:00 PM - “Down By the Greenwood”, with Mike Meyer, 

KKUPFM
10-1:00 PM “Outhouse Texas” with Joe Ed Brutus KFJC FM. 
1-2:30 PM “America’s Back 40", with Mary Tilson, KPFA FM 
12-1:30 PM “Afternoon Folk Music” KHSU FM 
8-10 PM “Pickin ’ Up the Tempo” (progressive country & Folk) 

with Jerry Conway KCBX FM

Saturday
5-11 AM “The Morning Show” (eclectic country including 

bluegrass) with Mark Collins, KAVA AM.
8 AM - 6 PM - “Prairie Fires and Paper Moons” with Mitch Third, 

Candice Harmon, Tabasco Sal and Red Eye, Just 
Earle, Uncle John and Tina Louise Barr, KUOP FM 

8:30-10:30 AM “Folk Music” with John Davis KPFK FM. 
10-Noon “Country Line Bluegrass” with Eric Rice, KVMR FM

11 -1 PM “West Coast Weekend” with Sedge Thompson; KQED
FM

12-3 PM “Folk, Bluegrass, and Beyond” with Malcom Car- 
lock, KUNR FM

1 -3 PM “The Minstral Song Show” with Haila Hafley and Jim
Mueller, KCBX FM

1-3 PM “Stone Soup” with Brian Wood, KZYX FM.
3-5 PM “Folk, Bluegrass & Beyond”, alternating hosts:

Danielle Durkee, Eric Swansick, Jim Burke, Malcom 
Carlock, KUNR FM.

3-5 PM “Mountain Stage” with Larry Groce, KALW FM.
3- 6 PM “Swing Boogie” with alternating DJs Dave Barnett

and Robin Tartar, KKUP FM.
3:30-4 PM “Ragged but Right”, (old timey) with Jim Mueller 

KCBXFM
4- 5 p.m. “The Thisle & Shamrock”, (Celtic music) with Fiona

Ritchie, KCBX.
5- 6 PM “Folk Music and Beyond” with Joann Marr and Bob

Campbell, KALW FM.
5- 7 PM “Bluegrass Connection” with Brad Johnson, KVML

FM
6- 7 PM “Thistle and Shamrock” (Celtic) with Fiona Ritchie,

KZYXFM
8-10 PM “WestCoastWeekend” with Sedge Thompson; KQED

Wednesday
5- 11 AM “The Morning Show” (eclectic country including

bluegrass) with Mark Collins, KAVA AM.
11- 1 PM “Your Average Abalone” with Johnny Bazzano,

KZYX FM.
12- 1:30 PM “Afternoon Folk Music” KHSU FM
6- 8 PM “A Prairie Home Companion” with Garrison Keillor,

KUOPFM
8-10 PM “Celtic Cadence” first 3 weeks of month, 4th week 

“Here, There and Everywhere” with Don Jacobson, 
KVMR FM.

Thursday
5-11 AM “The Morning Show” (eclectic country including 

bluegrass) with Mark Collins, KAVA AM.
7-10 AM - “New Wood” with Peter Schwartz, KKUP FM
11- 1 PM “Michael Hubbert Show” KZYX FM
12- 1:30 PM “Afternoon Folk Music” KHSU FM
1- 2 PM “Out on the Dusty Trail” with Suzanne Dobkin, Blue

grass, Country, Gospel and Cajun; KAZU FM
2- 4 PM “Mountain Stage” with Larry Groce — Bluegrass,

Country, Gospel, Cajun, Jazz, Folk, Blues, etc. KAZU
FM.
“The Just Jean Radio Show:, KKUP FM.
“Basically Bluegrass” with Duane Inglish and Bruce 
Bernard, KCBX FM.

7- 10 PM
8- 10 PM
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California Bluegrass Association Membership Application
Name Spouse

Address Child(ren)

City State Zip

Phone ( 1
Single Membership.................. .
Children 12-18 (non-voting).......

Children’s Names and Birthdates

$12.50 
$1.00 each

With Spouse Added.....
Children 12-18 (voting)

Membership Total $__
New [ ] Renewal [ ] Member#
If Senior(s) (OVER 65) list birthdates

$15.00 
$10.00 each

Mail to: Ms. Mary Runge
CBA Membership Vice President 
215 Grant Avenue 
Petaluma, CA 94952

Band memberships available (3-5 members) $25.00 
Instruments Played ______________________

Volunteer Area: ____________________

FM 93401 (805) 544-5229.
Chico State University, Chico, CA 95926 
(916) 895-5896.
1700 W. ffillsdale Blvd., San Mateo, CA 
94402, requests (415) 574-9IFM, office 
(415) 574-6427.
801W. Monte Vista Avenue, Turlock, CA 
95380 (209) 667-5044.
Foothill College, 12345 S. El Monte Ave., 
Los Altos Hills, CA 94022, requests (415) 
941-2500, office (415) 948-7260. 
Humboldt State University, Areata, CA 
95521 (707) 826-4807.

(Continued on Page 24)

"X" Marks the Spot Puzzle Solution
(Puzzle on Page 10)

10-MID “Tubby Tunes” (Eclectic Cowboy Music with Blue- 
grass) with Long John Morehouse, KZYX FM.

KCH0 91.3FM

KCSM91.1FMSunday
9- Noon
10- 6 PM

“The Root Cellar”, KFJC FM.
“Fat Sunday” with Cow Patti, Randall, Flagg, 
Amazing Grace and Merry Prankster, KCSS FM.

10- 1 PM “The Eagle’s Whistle” with Tam Paterson—Celtic
folk music. KAZU FM.

11- Noon “Folk Sampler” with Mike Flynn, KZYX FM 
Noon-2 PM - “Down On The ‘Pataphysical’ Farm” with Leigh

Hill, KUSPFM
Noon-3 PM - “Far-Flung Folk Festival” with Kitty Pascual, 

alternating with “Fools Paradise” with Mark Owens, 
KKUPFM

KCSS 92 FM

KFJC 89.7 FM

KHSU 90.5 FM

Noon-5 PM - “Bay Area Bluegrass” with alternating hosts:
Karyn Cap, Debbie Cotter, Pete Lude and Jim Carr, 
KCSM FM
“Old Fashioned Folk Music Show” with Lorraine 
Dechter KCHO FM 

7-1030 PM “The Radio Flyer” with Scott McLongstrcct, KOTR

FOX
1-3 PM

FM.
7-midnight - “All Kinds of Country” with Sully Roddy, KSAN

FM
8:00-9:00 PM - Bluegrass Show with Jerry Heaton, KRAK AM. 
7:30-10:30 PM “Folkscene” with Roz & Howard Larman KPFK 

FM.
“Bluegrass Journal” with Earle While, KVMR FM.8-10 PM

STATION LOG
2905 21st St., San Francisco, CA 94110, 
(415) 648-1177.
P.O. Box 1090, Burney, CA 96013.
582 Lighthouse Ave., Pacific Grove, CA 
93950, requests (408) 375-3082, office 
(408) 375-7275
4623 T Street, Sacramento, CA 95819, 
(916)456-5199
4100 Vachell Lane, San Luis Obispo, CA

KALW91.7 FM

KAVA 1450 AM 
KAZU 90.3 FM

KCBL 88.7 FM
E| XI U| SKCBX 90.1
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T\irn Your Radio On... ------------------------
(Continued from Page 23)

P.O. Box 820, 10221B Imperial Way, Cu
pertino, C A 95015, requests (408) 253-6000, 
office (408) 253-0303.
973 Redwood Drive, Garberville, Redwood 
Community Radio, Box 135, Redway, CA 
95560, requests (707) 923-3911, office (707) 
923-2513.
840 Sheffield, Cambria, CA 93428; (805) 
544-5476.
2207 Shattuck Ave., Berkeley, CA 94704 
(415) 848-4425 on air; office 848-6767. 
3729 Cahuenga Blvd. West, North Holly
wood, CA 91604. Requests (818) 985- 
5735, office 985-2711.
500Eighth Street, San Francisco, CA 94102 
(415) 553-2129.
Sacramento, CA. For requests call (916) 
923-9200 (Jerry Heaton) 8-9 p.m. Sundays. 
58923 Business Center Dr., Suite E, Yucca 
Valley, CA 92284. (619) 365-0891 
repeaters for Palm Springs and Palm Desert.

750 Battery Street, Suite 200, San Fran
cisco, CA 94111. (415) 291 -0202.
933 W. Main, Salinas, CA 93901, requests 
(408) 372-4154, office (408) 422-7484. 
100.7 FM.
University of Nevada-Reno, Reno, NV 
89557, (702) 784-6591.
University of the Pacific, 3601 Pacific Ave., 
Stockton, CA 95211, requests (209) 946- 
2379, office (209) 946-2582.
P.O. Box 423, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 (408) 
476-2800
repeater in Big Sur and 
repeater in Los Gatos.
P.O. Box 578, Sonora, CA 95370.
325 Spring St., P.O. Box 1327, Nevada City, 
CA 95959, (916) 265-9555 (Studio); 265- 
9073 (office).
UC Santa Cruz, CA 95064, requests (408) 
429-4036, office (408) 429-2811.
Box 1, Philo, CA 95466 (707) 895-2448 
(studio); (707) 895-2324 (office).

KSAN 94.9KKUP91.5 FM
KTOM 1380 AM

KMUD91.1FM
KUNR 88.3

KUOP91.3FMKOTR 94.9 FM

KPFA 94.1 FM KUSP 88.9 FM

KPFK 90.7 FM 89.9 FM 
90.3 FM

KVML 1450 AM 
KVMR 89.5 FMKQED 88.5

KRAK 1140 AM
KZSC 88.1FMKROR 106.9 FM
KZYX 90.7 FM92.1 & 103.9 FM

California Bluegrass Association Presents:
Mike's Mercantile

An all-purpose emporium for memoribilia of Blue- 
grass Music, Musicians and Events! 

Coming Soon to a Festival Near You or 
Shop in your Own Home...

•Cups ‘Drink Coozies •Cookbooks 
•Calendars ‘Bumper Stickers 

Watch for Mike's at the CBA Booth at Plymouth, 
Midsummer and Half Moon Bay Festivals

.

M

a111'

ait^ or
Call Mike Kemp to Get Mail Order Details 
____________ (209) 957-7531____________

&
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