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Introducing: Continental Divide 
IBMA 1995 Emerging Artist award winners to perform at CBA s Festival in June 

CBA to present 
the Reno Brothers 
and Past Due and 
Playable in concert 

% 

"' 

Get ready for some great tradi
tional .bluegrass music when the 
CBA presents the Reno Brothers 
and Past Due and Playable in con
cert on Saturday, April 20th. Mesa 
Verde High School at 7f:IXJ Lauppe 
Lane in Citrus Heights will be the 
location for the 7 p.m. performances, 
and the doors will open at 6 p.m. 

If you are a fan of ~tic and 
bluegrass music, the Reno name is 
certain to strike a familiar chord 
with you. The internationally ac
claimed Reno Brothers continue a 
music legacy springing from the 
mid-fifties and the classic innova
tive music of Don Reno, Red Smiley 

r..,,""'~~~ee Cut-Ups. Recent 

ing appearances on TNN' s "Nash
ville Now" program, as well as nu
merous specials on CMf. 

Today's brothers, Ronnie, Dale 
and Don Wayne, deliver one of the 
most versatile musical programs, 
featuring intricate vocal harmonies 

CONTINENTAL DIVIDE - (1-r) Scott Vestal, David Pannl~y, Jimmy Bowen, Mike Anglin and Aubrey Haynie. 
(Continued on Page 4) 

Inside 
by Suzanne Denison 

"Our music has got traditional 
·roots with a '90s approach to it," 
David Parmley says. "We want to 
be able to do traditional bluegrass 
as good as it can be done and we 
want to be able to do contemporary
sounding songs and we want to be 
able to do country ballads; any
thing that will fit within the bound
aries of what people know as blue
grass music. "1 

Southern California native 
David Parmley is speaking about 
Continental Divide, the OOnd which 
he and Scott Vestal co-founded in 
December of 1994. The band's 
self-titled recording for Pinecastle 
Records was released in the Fall of 
1995 to outstanding reviews, exten
sive air play, and national recogni
tion on the Bluegrass Unlimited 
"National Bluegras Survey". 

In addition, the group garnered 
the prestigious IBMA Emerging 
Artist Award for 1995 and even 
though they got a late start, Parmley 
says of their 1995 festival bookings, 
" ... we didn't expect to get a lot of 
them but as it's turned out we've 
only had four weekends off all year 
so far. Response to our shows has 
been real gratifying to us.' 72 

Continental Divide is an excit
ing, high-energy, entertaining band 
whose individual members have an 
eclectic background in bluegrass 
music. Since you will have an op
portunity to enjoy three perfor
mances of Continental Divide this 
June at the CBA' s 21st Annual Blue
grass Festival, this article should 
allow you to get to know the band's 
members before your hear them. 

David Parmley at the ripe old 
age of 36 is the band's "senior" 
member, guitar player and lead vo
calist. He started performing pro-

(Rebel Records, 1993). These fme 
recordings had an all-star support
ing cast of a number of excellent 
musicians which included Bobby 
and Sonny Osborne, Bobby Hicks, 
Dan Tyminski, Rhonda Vincent, 
Carl Jackson, Bela Reck, and Stuart 
Duncan. 

Scott Vestal is recognized as 
one of the premier banjo players in 
the industry today. His professional 
career began at 18 when he joined 
the Larry Sparks band. After per
forming with Larry for a year and a 
half, Scott struck out on his own and 

You've got to entertain 'em; 
make 'em happy or make 'em cry. 

fessionally in 1975 at the age of 15 
with the Bluegrass Cardinals, a band 
he co-founded with his father, Don 
in Southern California. From 1975 
to 1992 the Cardinals recorded 15 
albums, made numerous appear
ances on the Grand Ole Opry and 
Ralph Emery Show, and even per
formed on the White House lawn 
for President Carter. 

In 1991, David along with his 
father, and Del McCoury and his 

two sons, Ronnie and Robbie, re
corded an album called "Parmley 
and McCoury: Families of Tradi
tion". This critically acclaimed re
cording received rave reviews and 
won the International Bluegrass 
Music Association's Recorded 
Event of the Year. 

Additionally, David has re
corded two solo projects, ''I Know a 
Good Thing" (Sugar Hill Records, 
1989) and "Southern Heritage" 

helped found Southern Connection 
which toured the Midwest and east 
coast for 3 years. 

In 1985, Scott joined Doyle 
Lawson and Quicksilver and per
formed in the United States, Canada, 
England, Scotland and Wales as a 
member of the critically acclaimed 
quartet. Four years and five record
ings later, Scott left Doyle to form 
Livewire. In addition to being an 
outstanding musician, Scott is also a 
composer and has starred in Phyllis 
McBride's original play "Cowboy 
Cafe". 

Joining David and Scott is 
Jimmy Bowen, one of the finest 
high lead and tenor vocalists in the 
field of bluegrass today. A native of 
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by Suzanne Denison 

Mother Nature seems to have 
her wires crossed this year up here 
on Blue Mountain! As I write this 
column (in mid-February), the tem
perature is in the high 60s, the sun is 
shining, all the bulbs are peeking up 
through the soggy soil, and the Wac 
bushes are beginning to bud Some
thing is definitely wrong with this 
picture! 

We've had very little snow this 
year and what we did get melted the 
next day. Rain has been plentiful 
and the creek is running down the 
side of the pasture again this year. I 
guess we should just be thankful for 
what we have. After watching all 
those folks on TV news in the Mid
West and East with the freezing 
temperatures and ice, and the scenes 
of flooding in Oregon and Wash
ington, well, I had best just say a 
prayer of thanks for good weather. 

Enough "Blue Mountain 
News" ... this is supposed to be a 
Bluegrass publication, and there 
are lots of things to tell you about 
what' s happening in the next month 
or two. 

First, I want to let all of you 
know that Alison Krauss and 
Union Station will be appearing at 
the CBA Father's Day Festival in 
Grass Valley this June. From the 

, number of phone calls I received 
(and the reports from CBA Board 
members on their phone calls), I 
know that there are lots of confused 
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folks out there. In the January issue 
we announced the band would ap
pear, and then in February there was 
no mention of the band. 

Well, the reason for all the con
fusion was a "glitch" in contract 
negotiations with the band's agent. 
The Board of Directors decided to 
pull all references to the band in the 
February issue because as we went 
to press the final word had not been 
received and the contract had not 
been signed. All of that has been 
taken care of successfully, and we 
are proud to have Alison and her 
band for two shows on Friday, June 
14th. There is a schedule of stage 
performances in this issue so you 
can see when your favorite bands 
will be performing. 

Another subject for nwnerous 
phone calls is the CBA's Spring 
Campout and Jammer's Festival. 
Yes, we are going to hold one ... but 
again somewhere in the planning 
things got confused. Our Activities 
Vice President Al Shusterman con
tacted fairgrounds and set up dates 
two times before a weekend could 
be found that did not conflict with a 
bluegrass festival or the CSOTFA 
state contest. 

CBA's Spring Campout and 
Jammer's Festival will be held on 
the weekend of May 10-12 at the 
Colusa County Fairgrounds near 
Colusa, California. We have re
served the entire fairgrounds for our 
ev~t and will have a building with 
a kitchen for our Saturday night 
potluck. There is an advertisement 
in this issue with more details. 

Thanks, Al, for all of your hard 

work! 
Remember last month when I 

detailed all of the trials and tribula
tions of producing the January issue 
of Bluegrass Breakdown? Well, 
Febmary did not go to press without 
some glitches. Tracy Pierce wrote a 
very nice "Spotlight on California 
Bands" column about the newly 
formed Bay Area bluegrass band 
Roanoke. Unfortunately, due to a 
Monday holiday just before press 
time, the band's photograph did not 
appear in Wilseyville until the day 
after I went to press and the story 
had to be pulled Tracy's article is in 
this issue, and I hope you'll enjoy 
reading it. 

There are a number of great 
articles in this issue, including con
tributions from Michael Hall, Ken 
Reynolds, Elena Corey, M.D. "Pep
per" Culpepper, J.D. Rhynes, and 
Rick Abrams. Thanks to all of these 
great folks for making my job easier. 

Don't forget the CBA's April 
20th concert in Sacramento. It fea
tures the Reno Brothers and Ne
vada City's own Past Due and Play
able. Look for more details and 
how to order tickets in this issue. 

CBA's Festival Coordinator 
and all of the area coordinators are 

hard at work getting ready for our 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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Bluegrass Folks -- Paul Siese 
by Bill Wilhelm 

Most of the top five string banjo 
players are born and grow up so far 
back in those Appalachian Moun
tains that they have a fourteen digit 
zip code. Not Paul, he never was 
one of "them good ol' country boys", 
but a city boy from the beginning. 
He was born and raised in San Fran
cisco where there was a lot of trouble 
waiting to be gotten into and lots of 
things to lure a young boy's atten
tion. But Paul had a mind of his own 
and what lured him was a certain 
kind of music that was around, but 
had to be searched out. Bluegrass 
music still was not plentiful, but as 

Editor's corner 
(Continued from Page 2) 

Paul was growing up it was even 
more scarce, at least in San Fran
ctsco. 

His parents are happy people 
and were forever singing around the 
house as they went about their daily 
activities. As Paul became inter
ested in music, they were support
ive of him and he gives them a lot of 
credit for his becoming a musician. 

21st Festival in June. Dale 
Lawrence, our Publicity Director, 
will have posters and flyers ready 
for distribution in the near future. If 
you would like to help get them out 
in your area, please give him a call 
at (209) 296-3772. Volunteers are 
also needed in several areas for the 
June festival. If you would like to 
donate a few hours at the festival, 
before the festival, or after the festi
val, please contact our Volunteer 
Coordinator Faye Downs at (707) 
552-6934. 

As he was growing up in the 
sixties, his cousin had a band called 
'The Roadside Four", much in the 
style of The Kingston Trio. Paul's 
addiction to the banjo started right 
there. Then there was a day when 
his cousin came over to Paul's horne 
and brought his banjo. He took it 
out and started playing in the Scruggs 
style as in the theme song for the 
Beverly Hillbillies, which was a TV 
show that was popular then. This 
impressed Paul so much that he 
knew he had to become a musician 
and play like that He was going to 
school, but began working every 
part time job he could find to save up 
some money. 1b.en he sent to Sears 
and Roebuck and bought a banjo. 
There weren't any banjo instructors 
around there then, so Paul took his 
little instruction book and started 
practicing. For the next several 
years he spent as much time as he 
could just practicing. 

Paul and Beth Siese with their daughters Corinne and Alicia are pictured near their Nevada County home. 

We hope to see you at one of 
the upcoming CBA events and until 
then, enjoy the music! 

He met Derek Crowe, an excel
lent banjo player who was in a band 

called "Gold Rush". One day he 
told Paul he just had too much going 
and was going to have to quit the 
band. He asked Paul to take his 
place. Paul felt he wasn't good 
enough yet and started to refuse. 
Derek told him that he wanted him 
to take his place and encouraged 
him by telling him he had become 
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$25.00 - Reserved 

Tickets/1 nformation 
1-800-7 46-TUNE 

415-585-8234 

good enough. Playing in a band 
does a lot for one as a musician. 
Paul was accepted and was on his 
way. 

That was in 1972 and Paul 
stayed with the band for two years. 
They were one of the first bands to 
play at "Paul's Saloon" which be
carne "the place to go" to hear blue-

grass music in the Bay Area then 
and remained as that for several 
years. 

In 1972 'TouchofGrass"was 
formed and became quite a well 
known band. They were all good 
musicians and had good harmony. 
The band members were Paul on 

(Continued on page 4) 
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IBMA board considers Bluegrass 
. MuseuiD 's future and direction 
Dismissal of director and staff resignations cause concern 

OWENSBORO, KY - The 
IBMA board of directors met on 
February 2 to consider questions 
about the organization and future of 
the International Bluegrass Music 
Museum brought to its attention by 
the resignation of three museum 
board appointees less than two 
weeks earlis:r. The resignations, 
which were precipitated by a split 
vote on the museum board over the 
dismissal of museum executive di
rector Dr. Thomas Adler on January 
22, fueled speculation that there was 
a division in the partnership be
tween IBMA and RiverPark Center 
and that the museum and IBMA 
might relocate to another city. 

The museum, initially esti
mated to require $4 million in capi
tal improvements and a $2 million 
endowment, was created in 1991 
through a joint venture partnership 
between the IBMA, an industry IJ.ale 
organization dedicated to bluegrass 
music with more than 2,500 mem-

needs at this time when fund-raising 
efforts are its primary focus. IBMA 
believes the situation could have 
been handled in a more appropriate 
manner or possibly even avoided if 
both the museum staff and its board 
had communicated more effectively. 
Before we move forward, we have 
to assure ourselves that these types 
of problems can and will be avoided 
in the future." 

To address these issues IBMA 
has requested River Park Center's 
and the museum board's coopera
tion in appointing a joint task force 
to look into these circumstances, 
and any others which may be iden
tified, for the purpose of recom
mending solutions which will help 
the museum built more solidly to
ward an achievable future. In an
ticipation that all organizations will 
cooperate, IBMA hopes that such a 
process can be completed within the 
next 30 to 90 days. 

Because the actual composi-

"Our organizaJion and the bluegrass community have 
a lot of questions that need to be addressed, " says IBMA 's 
executive director Dan Hays. 

hers ~orldwide, and RiverPark Cen- tion of the museum board and the 
ter, one of Kentucky's largest per- talents needed for its future success 
forming arts centers located in are not clear, IBMA also tempo
Owensboro. Tourism and museum rarily sus~nded all of its appoin
officials have estimated that between tees to the museum board pending 
25,000 and 125,000 visitors would recommendations of the task force 
seethemuseumeachyearoncecom- and requested RiverPark Center 
pleted immediately to do the same. Fur-

At the IBMA board's request, ther, IBMA requested that the mu
information was presented regard- seum board, an autonomous entity 
ing the museum's situation from appointed equally by the two parent 
various parties including RiverPark organizations, cooperate in this ac
Center, former museum staff, two tion and emphasized the need to 
of the three recently resigned mu- take advantage of the IBMM board's 
seum board members, and current experience during the review pro
museum board representatives and cess. 
leadership. IBMA's board also acknowl-

After hours of consideration, edged the dedicated efforts of fonner 
the IBMA board identified anum- staff, the museum board, the 
berofareasofconcernwhichitfeels Owensboro community, and 
need to be addressed, including: RiverPark Center which have con
•the museum's fund raising efforts tributed greatly toward the current 
and goals level of success of the museum 
•its ability to attract patrons in its which has been open by appoint-
locatirn ment and during special events since 

•current and projected operational September of 1992. (RiverPatk has 
needs invested an estimated $2 million in 

•the museum's organizational struc- the project in land acquisition, build-
ture ing renovation and operational sup-

•communication and relationship port.) 
between parent organizations In a unanimous vote of encour
(RiverPark and IBMA) and the agement for the museum to move 
museum forward, the IBMA board stressed 

•board leadership and staffing re- its confidence that its concerns could 
quirements be rectified and that the best oppor-

''Our organization and the blue- tunity for the museum to be success
grass community have a lot of ques- ful was in the partnership and re
tions that need to be addressed," newed efforts of the bluegrass com
says IBMA' s executive director Dan munity (organized by IBMA) and 
Hays. 'The circumstances that sur- the Owensboro community (led by 
rounded Dr. Adler's dismissal are RiverPark Center). 
unfortunate and his contributions to "Speculation that the bluegrass 
the museum were many, yet be him- music museum and IBMA should 
self has noted that he was unable to move to another community is with
fulfill the museum's administrative out merit and doesn' t take into full 
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account the success we've already 
achieved and our hometown's will
ingness to work with us to resolve 
these issues," says Hays. 'The mis
sion of this museum is larger than 
the personal differences about how 
best to achieve its goals among some 
of the people who have been leading 
the charge. We've been very ambi
tious and that puts people under 
extraordinary pressure. We may 
have to lower our expectations for 
the immediate future and phase in 
our goals, but we firmly believe in 
the need for this museum and ask 
our own bluegrass community to 
support us as we rededicate our
selves to its future. Every institu
tion or organization must constantly 
deal with circumstances which im
pact its future, but our legacy runs 
deep in Kentucky and we're respon
sible to everyone who has contrib
uted to olir efforts, in the bluegrass 
community and in Owensboro, to 
try to correct our problems before 
abandoning them." 

Reno Brothers 
(Continued from Page 1) 

and flawless instrumentation. Re
cent recordings by the Brothers have 
realized considerable chart action, 
with the title cut off of their ''Ken
tucky Gold" project reaching No. 3 
on Bluegrass Unlimited s National 
Bluegrass ,:,urvt:y. 

Past Due and Playable has been 
a favorite with audiences in Califor
nia for the past several years. Based 
in the Nevada City/Grass Valley of 
California's Sierra Nevada foothills, 
the band has performed in concert 
and at bluegrass festivals and com
munity celebrations throughout 
Northern California. 

Band members are: Paul Siese 
- banjo, Rudy Darling -fiddle, Jim 
Carlson - mandolin, Mark Botic -
bass, and Gary Sobonya - guitar. 
Lively and entertaining in perfor
mance, the band draws their style 
from such diverse sources as swing, 
bluegrass and old-time country. 
Dubbed a "progressive group with a 
democratic approach", all five mem
bers have strong lead voices and 
share the spotlight when it comes to 
song writing. 

Advance tickets are now on 
sale and are $10 for Adult CBA 
members; $12 for the general pub
lic; $4 for children 16 and under 
(accompanied by a paid adult ad
mission); and 112 price for unac
companied children. All tickets will 
be $12 per person at the door with no 
member discounts. 

To order your tickets by mail, 
please send payment, an explana
tion of what kind of tickets and how 
many wanted, and a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope to: AI 
Shusterman, 5717 Reinhold Street, 
Fair Oaks, CA 9.5662. For further 
information, please call AI at (916) 
961-9511. 

Bluegrass Folks: Paul Siese 
(Continued from Page 3) 

banjo, Bob Lawrence on guitar, 
Mike Sanders on bass and Bert 
Johnson on mandolin. For over 
twenty years now the personnel in 
Touch of Grass has not changed. 
They have performed in many ploces 
including Hawaii, Bethesda, Mary
land, San Quentin Prison and Grass 
Valley's first Bluegrass Festival. 
They played several Grass Valley 
festivals in years to follow that too. 
They have recorded a couple of 
albums that were released some time 
ago. Paul's move to Nevada City 
several years ago made it more dif
ficult for them to get together and 
their appearances have waned, but 
they still do play jobs on occasion 
and still consider themselves a band 

It is little wonder that when 
some local musicians around Ne
vada City and Grass Valley decided 
to form a band they grabbed Paul as 
their banjo player. These guys call 
themselves "Past Due and Hayable". 
They have become quite well known 
and have recorded a couple of CDs, 
one of which was recently reviewed 
by Bluegrass Unlimited and came 
out with flying colors. 

In addition to Paul on five
string, Rudy Darling is on fiddle, 
Mark Botic on bass, James Carlson 
- mandolin, and Gary Sobonya on 
guitar. Their radius of appearances 
is getting wider all the time. Prior to 
its recent change in ownership, The . 
Nut Tree (a huge complex with a 
restaurant, gift shop, airport and rec-

reational facility on I-80 near 
Vacaville), hired the band for two 
week stints each year for an October 
celelratirn. 

Paul is the envy of many of.us 
in as much as he never punches a 
time dock and does things his way. 
At his home he has his own wood 
working shop where he produces 
furniture, toys, novelties and vari
ous items he sells to numerous out
lets. His big problem is being able 
to supply enough products to meet 
the need, as there is always some
one waiting for his products. 

Paul is a solid family man and 
has his family with him whenever 
he can. His wife, Beth has a critical 
ear for the music and is a barometer 
for his playing. He welcomes her 
comments and when they are not 
favorable, she also tells him the 
problem. This is of course construc
tive, and has helped a lot throughout 
the twenty three years they have 
been married. 

Daughters, Corinne and Alicia 
like daddy's music and are proud 
when he's up there doing his thing. 
He is concerned with their grades 
and their school wmk. He is always 
there for them when he is needed, 
especially when they are doing their 
homework. 

So, there with his little family, 
his home, his workshop and his 
banjo, all just sorta tucked away 
from the world in those mountains, 
things ain't too bad for this ol' blue
grass musician! 

Introducing: Continental Divide 
(Continued from page 1) 

Charlotte, North Carolina. Jimmy is 
a multi-instrumentalist who has been 
performing since the age of ten. 
Although he earned a degree in ac
counting, Jimmy chose to pursue a 
career in music and toured with 
severnl regional groups in the south
east upon graduation from college. 

In 1988, Jimmy attained a life
long dream when he was invited to 
join the legendary Country Gentle
men. During his six year tenure 
with the award-winning group, 
Jimmy traveled extensively in the 
United States, Canada, and several 
foreign countries, performing in 
such diverse venues as the Grand 
Ol.eOpry, The Nashville New Show, 
and the White House. 

The newest member of Conti
nental Divide is Florida state fiddle 
and mandolin champion Aubrey 
Haynie. Born in Tampa, Florida, 
Aubrey started playing fiddle at age 
9, and flayed with local bluegrass 
bands in that area for 10 years. 

At the ripe old age of 21 Aubrey 
has toured with country music giant 
Aaron Tippin and most recently with 
Clint Black, and has recorded with 
such artists as Trisha Yearwood, Ty 
England, Bluegrass '95, the Merle 
Haggard tribute album, as well as 
Continental Divide. Aubrey is with
out a doubt one of the most exciting 
musicians you will ever see or hear. 

A native of Richmond Ken-

tucky, Mike Anglin comes from a 
musical family. Heavily influenced 
by several of his talented relatives, 
Mike learned to play the bass fiddle 
and began performing at the age of 
12. Since then he has played with 
numerous bands including Gary 
Brewer's Kentucky Ramblers, Dave 
Evans, Charlie Sizemore, and the 
Larry Stephenson Band. 

. Mike's ability to play ballads 
with finesse and feeling and up
tempo songs with incredible punch 
and drive gives Continental Divide 
the anchor it needs to perform its 
music flawlessly. That combined 
with the tight trio harmonies of 
David, Scott, and Jimmy and the 
instrumental wizardry of Scott and 
Aubrey make Continental Divide a 
band that can deliver hard driving 
traditional tunes or soft contempo
rary sounds with equal ability. 

Be sure to catch Continental 
Divide's exciting sets on Friday and 
Saturday (June 14 and 15, 1995) at 
the CBA's 1996Bluegrass Festival 
in Grass Valley, California A com
plete performance schedule is on 
page 16 of this issue. 

1 Quote taken from an article about 
Contintental Divide by Brett F. 
Devan, Bluegrass Unlimited, Octo
ber 1995, pp47. 
2 lbid pp47 .. 



Christmas Time with 
RAlPH STANLEY 

1. I'm Gonna Sing 2. Back To The Cross 
3. You'd Better Stop 4. Give Me Jesus 
5. He Took me In 6. No Burdens Pass Through 
7. Si lent Warden 8. Over The Sunset Hill 
9. Sinner Man 1 0. When We Meet On That 

Evergreen Shore 11. Gonna Be Mavin' 
12. Waitin' For The Master 

0 Cassette • 0 CD 

The Best Of The 
COOKE DU£1' 

1. I'm Gonna Wake Up In Glory Someday 2. Jesus 
Will Outshine Them All 3. I'll Soon Be Gone 
4. W hen I Look Up 5. A Place I've Never Been 
6. Lighthouse 7. Lord It's Just Another Hill 
8. He Keeps A Watch Over Me 9. No One 
1 0. Six Hours On The Cross 11. Swing Down On 
That Chariot 12. One Day I Will 

0 Cassette • 0 CD 

RAlPH STANLEY 
Saturday Night 

1. Mountain Folks 2. Down Where The River Bends 
3. Old Man's Tears 4. All I Ever Loved Was You 
5. Midnight Storm 6. All The Good Times Are Past 
And Gone 7. I Never Will Marry 8. Banks Of The 
Ohio 9. I Love No One But You 10. Sea Of Regret 
11. The Water Lilly 12. I'll Never Grow Tired Of You 
13. All The Love I Had Is Gone 14. Wonderful World 
Outside 15. Letter From My Darling 

0 Cassette • 0 CD 

Christmas Time with 
RAlPH STANLEY 

1. I'm Coming Home, It's Christmas 
2. Beautiful Star Of Bethlehem 
3. Christmas Praise 
4. Jesus Christ Is Born 
5. Christmas Time's A Comin' 
6. Don't Make Us Cry On Christmas Day 
7. The Christmas SpiritS. Just A Moment Now To Pray 
9. Bright Morning Star 
10. Christmas Is Near 
11. That's Christmas Time To Me 

0 Cassette • 0 CD 

RALPH STANLEY & JOE ISAACS 
A Gospel Gathering 

1. Step Off That On That Beautiful Shore 2. Satan's 
Shore 3. Purple-Robe 4. Jonah And The Whale 5. 
Another Mile 6. We'd Always Ask Mama To Pray 7. 
We Shall Meet 8. Cast The First Stone 9. Keep 
Walking 1 0. Have You Someone 11. Restore Thy 
Brother 12. Jacob's Vision 

0 Cassette • 0 CD 

The Best Of 
THE PRINCIPLES 

1. I Have Started On A Journey 2. Rockin' On The 
Waves 3. He Bore It All 4. Little Black Train 5. Just 
Over The River 6. Try A Little Kindness 7. This Is 
What Heaven Means To Me 8. (Climbing) Jacob's 
Ladder 9. Further Along 10. Oh It' Jesus 11. Great 
Falling Away 12. It Is I 

0 Cassette • 0 CD 

RAlPH STANLEY 
Sunday Moming 

1. I'll Pass Over Thee 2. Rank Stranger 3, Let Me 
Walk Lord By Your Side 4. I'll Meet You In Church 
Sunday Morning 5. Introduction To Miner's Prayer 6. 
Miner's Prayer 7. Fields Have Turned Brown 8. Great 
High Mountain 9. Heaven's Bright Shore 1 0. Going Up 
Home To Live In Green Pastures 11. The First Step To 
Heaven 12. Sailing Home 13. Angel Band 14. Vision 
Of Mother 15. The Old Cross Roads 16. Little Bessie 

.0 Cassette • 0 CD 

JAMES ALAN SHELTON 
Clinch Mountain Guitar 

1. Red Wing 
2. Twilight Swamp 

7. Little Rc:>sewood Basket 
8. Sourwo1od Mountain · 

3. John Henry 9. Weeping Willow 
4. Uncloudy Day 10. Coos~ 
5. Cluck Old Hen 11. The Od Gospel Ship 
6. Wildwood Flower 12. Worri<d Ma n Blues 

13. Old Tme Pickin' 

0 Cassette • Q CD 

Blue In The Blue Ridge 
JAMES AlAN SHBJON 

&FRIENDS 
Blue In The Blue Ridge 2. Bill Cheatum 3. I Just 
Think I'll Go Away 4. Down At Mylow's House 
5. These Old Blues 6. Top Of The World 
7. Birmingham Turnaround 8. Brown County 
Breakdown 9. No Letter In The Mail 
10. Billy In The Lowground 

0 Cassette • 0 CD 

1. Mountain Folks - Ralph Stanley & The Clinch Mtn. Boys 
......_ 2. Down Where The River Bends - Ralph & Dwight Yoakam 
~ 3. Old Man's Tears- Ralph, Judy Marshall & Emmylou Harris 
~ L- 4. All I Ever Loved Was You - Ralph & Ricky Skaggs 
#'IIi. r- 5. Midnight Storm - Ralph & Vince Gill ... ::J: 6. All The Good Times Are Past And Gone - Ralph & Jimmy Martin 
~ C) 7. I Never Wi ll Marry- Ralph, Emmylou Harris & Judy Marshall 

8. Banks Of The Ohio - Ralph & Charlie Waller 
j - 9. I Love No One But You - Ralph & Charlie Sizemore 
~ z 1 0. Sea Of Regret - Ralph & Ricky Skaggs 
~ 11. The Water Li lly - Ralph, Tom T. Hall & Judy Marshall 
~ 12. I'll Never Grow Tired Of You- Ralph & Patty Lovelace 
"' 13. All The Love I Had Is Gone - Ralph & Larry Sparks 

14. Wonderful World Outside - Ralph & George Jones 
15. Letter From My Darling - Ralph & Bill Monroe 

1. I'll Pass Over Thee- Ralph Stanley & The Clinch Mtn. Boys 
2. Rank Stranger - Ralph & Tom T. Hall 

# 1\ 3. Let Me Walk Lord By Your Side - Ralph & Vince Gill 
......_ \tJ 4. I'll Meet You In Church Sunday Morning - Ralph & Bill Monroe 
~ Z 5. lntroduct1on To Miner's Prayer - Dwight Yoakam & Curly Ray Cline 
~ 6. Miner's Prayer - Ralph & Dwight Yoakam 
#'IIi. -Z 7. Fields Have Turned Brown- Ralph, Charlie Waller & Judy Marshall 
... 8. Great High Mountain - Ralph, Emmylou Harris & Judy Marshall 

Z ~ 9. Heaven's Bright Shore - Ralph, Judy Marshall & Alison Krauss 
...,. .,. 10. Going Up Home To Live In Green Pastures- Ralph & Larry Sparks _, o 11. The First Step To Heaven- Ralph & Ricky Skaggs 
11 A 12. Sailing Home - Ralph, Patty Lovelace & Alison Krauss 
W # ~ 13. Angel Band - Ralph, George Jones & Vince Gill 

IIIC; 14. Vision Of Mother - Ralph, Judy Marshall & Alison Krauss 
15. The Old Cross Roads - Ralph & Jimmy Martin 
16. Little Bessie - Ralph & Charlie Sizemore 

0 Cassette Twin Pack • 0 CD Twin Pack 

ClASSIC STANLEY 
Ralph Stanley with 

Roy Lee Centers, Ricky Skaggs & Keith Whitley 

1. Introduction 1. Rollin' In My Sweet Baby's Arm 
2. Pig In A Pen 2. Let's Go To The Fair 
3. Nobody's Love Is Like Mine 3. Shouting On The Hills Of Glory 
4. Black Mountain Rag 4. Ricky's Record Commercial 
5. Going Up Home To Live 5. Cry From The Cross 

In Green Pastures 6. Children Go Where i Send Thee 
6. Mother No Longer Awaits Me At Home 7. Memories Of Mother 
7. Bright Morning Star 8. Pretty Little Indian 
8. Clinch Mountain Backstep 9. In Memory Of Carter Stanley 
9. Little Glass Of Wine 10. Little Maggie/Pretty Polly 
10. Blue Yodel #3 11. Why Me Ralph? 
11. I Just Think I'll Go Away 12. Let Me Rest At The End Of My Journey 
12. Stone Walls and Steel Bars 13. Rank Stranger 
13. Oh Death 14. Death Is Only A Dream 
14. You Better Sit Down And Pray 15. Step Out In The Sunshine 
15. Take You Shoes Off Moses 16. Katy Daley 
16. Who Will Sing For Me 
17. The Kitten And The Cat 
18. Love Me Darling Just Tonight 

0 Cassette Twin Pack • 0 CD Twin Pack 

r------------------- - --------------------------------------------, 
Mail, Phone or Fax Your Order To: 
FREElAND RECORDING CO., INC. 
Route 12, Asbury, West Virginia 24916 USA 
(304) 645-7860 (Phone or Fax) 

Name --------------------------------~--------------

Address _____________ __ 

Town ______________ __ State Zip Code ____ __ 

Telephone ( ) ______________________________ __ 

___ Single CD x $13.00 ea. 
___ Single Cassette x $18.00 ea. 
___ Twin Pack CD x $23.00 ea. 
___ Twin Pack Cassette x $15.00 ea. 

Please add $3.00 postage and handling 

TOTAL ENCLOSED = 
Visa & MasterCard Accepted! 

Card# DDDD-DDDD-DDDD-DDDD 
Exp. Date: / Signature: 

$3.00 

-------
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Redwood Bluegrass Associates Spring 
Concert Series in Palo Alto to feature 
Front Range, Kate MacKenzie, 
Witche~ Brothers and All Girl Boys 
By Dick Brundle 

Redwood Bluegrass Associates 
has announced a series of three con
certs in March and April, all at the 
Unitarian Church on East Charles
ton, Palo Alto. 

The first, on Saturday, March 
23rd, is the very popular bluegrass 
group, Front Range, from Colorado. 
Front Range are Bob Amos (guitar), 
Mike Lantz (mandolin), Ron Lyman 
(banjo) and Bob Dick (bass). All 
sing fantastic harmony, with Amos 
taking most leads and providing 
extensive song-writing. They cul
minated a stellar year by winning 
the 1995 IBMA "Gospel Record of 
theY ear" award for their CD "One 
Beautiful Day". Fans had been ask
ing for a gospel album for some 
time, since in their live performances 
the mixture of Amos' leads and 
tight 4-part harmony is one of their 
greatest strengths. 

Opening for Front Range will 
be Jim Nunally and Dix Bruce, play
ing guitar and singing songs from 
their new CD, "From Fathers to 
Sons", a collection of traditional 
American b.mes given fresh arrange
ments. Jim and Dix are long-time 
Bay Area residents and pckers. Jim 
is well known for his bluegrass work 
with Due West, and many other 
artists. 

On Saturday, April 6th (the day 
before Easter), RBA combine with 
the Santa Cruz Blue~s Societr to 
present Kate MacKenzie, from St. 
Paul, Minnesota in concert. Kate 
has developed an international fol
lowing through her 13 years in
volvement with Garrison Keillor's 
"Prairie Home Companion", where 
she is currently part of the Hopeful 
Gospel Quartet along with Garrison 
and Robin and linda Williams, and 
through her lead singing with blue
grass band, Stoney Lonesome. Kate 

will be backed by Chris Silver, a 
former Stoney Lonesome colleague 
with whom she has been working 
for the last couple of years.on man
dolin, guitar, and vocals . . Kate's 
recent first solo album, "Let Them 
Talk", (backed by Alison Krauss, 
Sam Bush, Stuart Duncan, Alan 
0' Bryant and others ) has received 
great acclaim. 

The fmal concert of the series, 
on Saturday April 13th, couples lo
cal favorites, the All Girl Boys with 
southern California band, the 
Witcher Brothers. The AGB need 
no introduction to CBA members in 
Northern California, except perhaps 
to mention that the south bay's local 
banjo heroine, Sonia Shell, formerly 
of Sidesaddle, has joined them. The 
Witcher Brothers aren't actqally 
brothers. They are father, Dennis, 
on mandolin and \ead vocals and 
son, Gabe, on fiddle and vocals, 
plus Tim 0' Brien (the "other" Tim 
0' Brien) on guitar and vocals, Kevin 
Gore on banjo, and Andrew Pad
dock on bass. The Witcher Brothers 
play traditional and contemporary 
bluegrass with Dennis' vocal and 
original material and Gabe' s phe
nomenal championship fiddling 
(he's only 17 and has been winning 
championships since he was 5 years 
old) being the centerpieces. They 
are well-known on the festival cir
cuit in the south-west, and will ap
pear this summer in the CB-A. 
Father' s Day Festival at Grass Val
ley. 

For further information on the 
series contact Redwood Bluegrass 
Associates at their number, 415-
691-9982. Times, ticket prices and 
how to order can be found in the 
advertisement on page 9 of this pub
lica tim. 

Oregon's "Bluegrass at the Beach" 
· names instructors for 1996 session 

Here's your chance to play your 
banjo with two-time national banjo 
champ Lynn Morris or fiddle with 
Laurie Lewis and Washington State 
Fiddle Champion Barbara Collins ... 
Where? At Bluegrass at the Beach, 
the week-long instructional camp 
which held each August in Oregon. 

The site of the music camp is 
Newhalem Bay Community Center 
on Oregon's beautiful New hal em 
Bay. You can choose to camp at 
Newhalem Bay State Park or seek 
rental housing in the nearby com
munity of Manzanita. 

Sttephen Ruffo, the coordina
tor of Bluegrass at the Beach re
cently announced the outstanding 
instructors and camp director for 
the 1996 session to be held August 
19 through 23. 

Laurie Lewis of Grant Street is . 
returning as the camp coordinator, 

along with fellow band members 
Tom Rozum and Peter McLaughlin 
who will teach mandolin and guitar 
respectively. Fellow Californians 
Todd Phillips will teach bass, Rob 
Ickes dobro, and Jim Nunally gui
tar. North Carolinian Craig Smith 
will teach banjo as will Lynn Morris, 
Washington fiddle champion Bar
bara Collins will teach fiddle, and 
Dale Adlcins of Out of the Blue will 
also teach guitar. 

Along with the formal instruc
tional sessions, there will be plenty 
of opportunities for jamming, an 
open mike and an ensemble perfor
mance. Class size is limited and 
advance reservations are necessary. 

For further information and 
registration forms, please contact 
Stephen Ruffo at (360) 385-6836. 
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J.D.'s Bluegrass Kitchen 
Howdy, Howdy, Howdy! 

Well folks, it won't be long and 
spring will be here again. I don't 
know about you' all, but I am 
READY for some warm, sunny 
days! This has been a most enjoy
able winter for me, and I got to 
spend a lot of cozy days next to the 
wood bwning stove in my shop, but 
r m ready to get outdoors and enjoy 
some sunshine! 

r ve got about an acre and a half 
left to brush and forty apple trees to 
finish pruning, along with the nor
mal stuff that always has to be done 
every spring. But, along with spring 
comes the outdoor festival season 
too, and before you know it June 
will be here and we'll all be together 
again at Grass Valley for our 21st 
Festival! 

Gee, 21 years ago I was a young 
37 years of age and if I make another 
21 festivals fll be 79! That would 
make the year 2017, and I sure hope 
a lot of u.s are still here to enjoy that 
one. 

· They say that happy people 
live a long time and fm sure you'll 
agree with me that Bluegrass people 
as a whole, are among the happiest 
people on earth! They're also some 
of the eatin' est people on earth! We 
definitely know how to enjoy some 
good groceries, don't we folks? 

And speaking of good grub, 
here's one of my original recipes 
that I whipped up at a festival about 
three or four years ago. I just used 
what I had on hand and it came out 
great, so I wrote it down and fea
tured in my column back in October 
of 1992. 

I fixed this dish for supper one 
cold rainy night last week and it was 
go good, I knew a lot of our readers 
would like to try it. 

J.D.'s Cajun Beef with 
Brown Rice 

2lbs. of beef chuck, cross rib steak 
or round steak 
2 ea. 14-oz. cans Del Monte Cajun 
Style Stewed Tomatoes 
lea. 4-oz. can diced, sweet chilies 
2 TBS. Worcestershire sauce 
112 tsp. Cayenne pepper 
4 dashes Tabasco sauce 
2large cloves garlic, minced 
2 to 4 TBS. olive oil 

Remove all the fat and gristle 
from the meat Slice 1/4" thick and 
cut into 2" pieces. Sear in hot olive 
oil over high heat until done. Add 
the rest of the ingredients and sim
mer on medimn-high heat for 20-25 
minutes. Serve over brown rice. 

Brown Rice for Cajun Beef 
4cups water 
112 tsp. salt 
1 cup brown rice 
1 ea. 10 112-oz. can beef consomme 
or beef broth 

Add salt to the water. Bring to 
a boil. Stir in the rice. Reduce heat 
to a simmer, cover and cook for 20 
minutes, or until liquid is almost 
gone. Add the beef broth and cook 
for another 20 minutes, or until the 
liq~d is almost gone and rice is 

tender. 
This is really good with some 

cmsty Fren.ch bread and a good glass 
or two of red wine. Its also fast and 
easy to fix and your family and 
friends will love it If you don't like 
it hot or warm with the pepper taste, 
just cut back on the Cayenne and 
Tabasco, but leave a little for the 
flavor. 

r ve always consciously cooked 
with my health in mind, by not using 
saturated fats ~d oils. But since I 
had to have my ol' ticker worked on 
last August, I watch the fat content 
of what I fix even more. 

A while back after rummaging 
through one of my brown paper 
bags of recipes, I fOlllld a good recipe 
for potatoes that I cut out of a news
paper (only God knows when). I 
whipped these up one night last 
week and boy are they good! Here' s 
how to fix some: 

Roasted Garli\: Potatoes 
Corn oil cooking spray 
2 TBS. com oil 
1 clove garlic, minced 
1 tsp. dried rosemary, crushed 
4 medium potatoes (about 1 pound) 
unpeeled, sliced 118" thick 
2 TBS. grated Parmesan cheese 
114 tsp. pepper 

Spray a large cookie sheet with 
cooking spray. In a bowl, combine 
com oil, garlic and rosemary. Ar-

range potato slices on cookie sheet 
(in a single layer). Brush with com 
oil mixture; sprinkle with Parmesan 
cheese. Bake in a 400" oven for 30 
minutes or until lightly browned 
and crisp. 

These take the place of the tra
ditional deep-fried French fries and 
boy are they larrupin! (Larmpin is a 
word my Dad always uses for some
thing that is really good.) 

Well, the sun is starting to peek 
through the pines here on Bluegrass 
acres. As usual I woke up at 4:30 
this morning so I got up, brewed up 
a pot of Joe and sat down to write my 
column while its still nice and quiet. 

Its been raining pitchforks here 
for the last couple of weeks and 
hopefully it'll let up today so I can 
jump in my ol Dodge truck and get 
this over to Suzanne and beat the 
dreaded "D" day. (Deadline). 

Hopefully all of you folks are 
doing well and keeping dry and 
warm this late winter. I look for
ward to seeing you all right here 
again next month, as we share some 
good vittles here in the ol Bluegrass 
Kitchen. 

And Rose honey, you pull up a 
chair while I cook you up some 
good Buttermilk Biscuits. 

May God grant you all peace 
andheaith. 

Yer friend, 

Cut the cost of attending the CBA 's 
1996 Festival ..• 
Order your 
Advance tickets 
NOW! 
You1l save $22 per adult 
CBA member 4-day 
ticket and $28 on CBA 
member Senior Citizen 
4-day ticket. All tickets 
are $75 at the gate for 4-
day Festival with no 
member discounts. 

Ticket order fonn an information 
on Page 17 of this issue. 



BLUEGRASS NEWS NOTES 
Band and perfonner nated, Moonlighter CD. "My Heart father and daughter combination, 

news notes ... Is A Diamond" is in rotation on can trace their musical lineage back 

Since the breakup of the CMT and 1NN. The band has been more than 60 years and are benefi-

Acousticats in September of 1995, peiforming to sell-out crowds and is ciaries of a rich family tradition of 

CBA member Phil Salazar hasn't pleased to annmmce the addition of acoustic gospel music. The two 

been idle. Recording, teaching and a new publicist, Patti Petow. Also began to work together as a duo 

touring with many groups has kept look for Oaire on recent albums by (Jerry singing and playing guitar 

him busy. He can be heard on 12 of Linda Rondstadt, Pam Tillis, and and Tammy singing lead and play-

15 tunes on John McEuen's new the Hank Williams tribute CD, "A ing upright bass) in the late 70s 

CD on Vanguard Records, ''Acous- Picture of Hank". when Tammy was only 14-years-

tic Traveller" (VCD-799484). In addition to Claire (guitar old. The duo have recently added 

They are currently on tour in the and vpcals), and Larry Lynch (man- younger sister Stephanie to their 

US with a highlight stop in Nash- dolin, fiddle, bazouki, and vocals), line-up on guitar and mandolin. The 

ville, Tennessee to perform on the band includes Michael McLain group recently peifonned on CBS's 

TNN's new TV show "Prime (banjo, mandolin and vocals), Missy The Roots of Country Music - The 

Time Country." Phil also recorded Raines (acoustic bass), and wei- Ryman, ABC's In Concert , and 

the music for an NBC pilot sitcom comes Jim Hurst Qead guitar and TNN' s Music City Tonight .. In ad-

to be aired this month which was vocals). Jim toured with the bands dition, they are frequent guests on 

produced by the same folks who of Holly Dunn and Trisha Yearwood the Grand Ole Opry and TBN. 

bring you Seinfeld. (Who would for the past several years and is a 

of thought... Bluegrass on NBC!) strong new addition to the Front Jn J Porch String Band. 

Jn J The Tylers, a Bluegrass band in J 
Desi Murphy, CBA member from Sun City West, Arizona were 

and banjo player with New the winners in both the Old Time 

Asheville Grass (who will be ap- Long one of gospel music' s Country Band (1st place) and Blue-

pearing in Grass Valley this June), best kept secrets, Jeny and Tammy grass Band (3rd place) contests at 

is also a member of Herschel Sullivan, have just received their the Wickenburg Bluegrass Festival 

Sizemore's new band. In addition first Grammy nomination for Best held in November of 1995. They 
Southern Gospel, Country Gospel also placed second in the Family to Herschel on the mandolin, are 

Shannon Slaughter- guitar, and 
Nick Chandler on bass. 

Jn J 

Claire Lynch & The Front 
Porch String Band have a new 
video from the Grammy nomi-

Presenting Three 
Spring Concerts 
Concert Info: 415 691-9982 

Location: 
The Unitarian Church 
505 E. Charleston Road 
Palo Alto, CA 

Tickets: 
By Mail 

RBA 
PO Box 390846 
Mt. View, CA 

94039-0846 

Credit card 
(no adv. discount) 
Peninsula Box Office 
415 322-3100 

In Stores 
Gryphon Stringed 
Instruments, Palo Alto 
415 493-2131 

Joplin & Sweeney, 
Los Gatos 
408 395-7818 

or Bluegrass Gospel album. The Band contest, and Joe Tyler {Xaced 
nomination is for last year's highly 2nd in Specialty Vocals. Congratu-
acclaimed New Haven Records re- lations to this hard working and 
lease, At The Feet of God. Pro- talented group of musicians. The 
duced by friend and fan, Marty Tylers will be appearing on March 
Stuart, the release also features spe- 1, 2 & 3 at the 2nd Annual Buckeye 
cial guest appearances from Amy Bluegrass Festival in Buckeye, 
Grant and Stuart Duncan. Arizrna. 

Jerry and Tammy Sullivan, a Jn i 

$ 3 0 Special Offer for tickets 
to all three shows 

Advance ticket deadline is one week prior to each 
show. Advance member discounts and 3 show 
package price are available only by mail from: 
Redwood Bluegrass Associates: 
P.O. Box 390846 
Mountain View, CA 94039-0846 
415 691-9982 

The members of Front Range Congratulations to the mem-
will be going back to school this hers of Blue Highway who have 
year for Camp Bluegrass which is three singles on the Bluegrass Un-
held at South Plains College in limited National Bluegrass Survey 
Levelland, Texas. The band has for February (numbers 1, 4 and 9). 
been very busy this year with a new All of them are from their Rebel 
all gospel album and extensive fes- Records recording "It's a Long, 
tival and concert appearances. Band Long Road," (Rebel CD 1719) 
members are working on their 4th which is also the top album for the 
recording for Sugar Hill Records, month. If you had an opportunity 
which will fc~rure Bob Amos' songs to hear this great new band at last 
and traditional music sung in per- June's CBA Festival , you' 11 want 
feet harmony. Their all gospel to get this CD for your collection. 
albwn, "One Beautfiul Day", won 
the 1995 IBMA Gospel Recorded Jn J Event of the Year A ward last Sep-
tember, and has been receiving ex-
tensive national airplay. Be sure to Kathy Kallic and the Little 
catch their sets on Saturday and Big Band have recently joined the 
Sunday (June 15 & 16) at the CBA' s roster of artists at Cash Edward's 
21st Annual Father's Day Bluegrass Under The Hat Productions, of 
Festival in Grass Valley. Austin, Texas. Band members are: 

Kathy Kallic- guitar and lead vo-

Jn J cals, John Reischman - mandolin; 
Keith Little - banjo, guitar and 
vocals, and Todd Phillips - bass. 

Paul Shelasky appears on the Watch for a new recording release 
new Pacific Crest release, "Back in from the band on the Sugar Hill 
Bakersfield Again" as a guest fid- label in the near future. 
dler, along with Dave Dias on reso-
nator guitar. Band members in- Jn J elude: Mike Nadolson, guitar; Dick 
Brown, banjo; Craig Wilc;on,man-
dolin; and Steve Dennison, bass. This and that. .. 
The recording is on the band's own 

Elizabeth Burkett of SanDi-
Rosewood Music label. 

ego is the new editor of the Blue-
grass Association of Southern 

in i California (BASC) newsletter. 
She replaces Nancy Gillins who 

(Continued on Page 8) 

SATURDAY 

MARCH 23 
Front Range 
Jim Nunally and Dix Bruce 
Unitarian Church, Palo Alto 
Dohation: $12 advance, 

$15 at door 
General Admission 
Show Time: 8:00 pm 
Doors Open: 7:30 

SATURDAY 

APRIL 6 
Kate MacKenzie 
Unitarian Church, Palo Alto 
Donation: $12 advance 

$15 at door 
General Admission 
Show Time: 8:00 pm 
Doors Open: 7:30 
Co-sponsored by SCBS 

SATURDAY 

APRIL 13 
The Witcher Brothers 
The All Girl Boys 
Unitarian Church, Palo Alto 
Donation: $9 advance, $1 I at door 
General Admission 
Show Time: 8:00 pm 
Doors Open: 7:30 
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BLUEGRASS NEWS NOTES 
(Continued from Page 7) 

has been the editor since the Asso
ciation was formed in 1993. 

Burkett has been the editor of 
the San Diego Bluegrass Club's 
newsletter for the past five years. 
She is a the bass player for the Rose 
Canyon Bluegrass Band. Eliza
beth has worked in television pro
duction, and as a professional pho
tographer, and has written or de
signed instructional books, soft
ware manuals, and CD packaging. 
We offer Bizabeth congratulations 
and best wishes with her new pub
licatirn. 

Wayne Rice will be celebrat
ing his 20th Anniversary as host of 
KSON' s Bluegrass Special with 
an all-clay bluegrass party featur
ing Front Range and other bands 
on Saturday, March 16. The event 
will be held at the Big Stone Lodge 
in Poway, California. Admission 
is FREE, courtesy of KSON . 
KSON is at 97.3 FM and 1240 
A .M . in San Diego. Bluegrass 
Special airs every Sunday from lO 
p .m. to Midnight. For further in
formation on the Anniversary 
party, please call (619) 561-9309. 

Melva Gass has taken over 
the leadership of the Horse and 
Buggy Harpers which was 
founded by the late Beverly Prattoo. 
Horse and Buggy autoharpers meet 
regularly and perform at festivals 
and in concert around the country. 
Melva also buys, sells and repairs 
autoharps through Horse and 
Buggy Music. She can be con
tacted at (209) 293-1589. 

John Kael of the Santa Cruz 
area bluegrass band Roanoke 
called to let us know that there is a 
new venue for bluegrass music in 
Santa Cruz. Rosie McCann's 
Irish Pub at 1220 Pacific A venue 
in Santa Cruz has booked John's 
band for Saturday, March 30th. 
The owner of the pub is interested 
in continuing to book bluegrass 
bands if he gets a good response to 
this first-ever gig. The band will 
play from 8 pm. to closing, and we 
hope that all of you bluegrassers in 
the Santa Cruz area will drop by 
and help keep it alive as a venue. 
For further information, you can 
call Rosie McCann's at ( 4ffi) 426-
9930. 

in; 
5th String Jam session on 
hold for March 

Larry and Phyllis Bowen of 
The 5th String Music Store an
nounced in their monthly publica
tion (5th String Tab - February/ 
March 1996), that due to a person
nel change, the long-standing jam 
session on Thursday evenings 
would be put "on hold" for March. 

In addition, the store hours will 
be different so that they can "cover 
all the bases" until a new staff per
son can be hired. New hours are: 
Monday, Wednesday and Thursday 
noon to 8 p.m.; Friday and Saturday 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Hopefully, the jam sessions will 
be back in April, but your best bet is 
to call the store at (510) 548-8282 to 
see if the hours have been changed 
and if the jam has resumed. 

Thin Man Strings in 
Alameda to host new jam 

Larry White aka. "The Thin 
Man'' is now hosting acoustic music 
jam sessions every Friday night from 
6 to 9 p.m . in his Alameda, Califor
nia music store. Thin Man Strings 
is located at 1.506 Webster Street. 
right downtown and easy to fmd. 

In addition to the weekly 
jam sessions, Larry is hosting a 
mandolin workshop by Radim 
Zenkl this month in his store. F or 
further information, call Larry at 
(510) 521-2613. 

Harmony Hill Music offrs 
bluegrass in the Redwools 

Ron Stanley of Garberville:.as 
recently opened Harmony lill 
Music and Piano Service at 4; B 
Briceland Road in Redway, Clli
fornia. Located in Northern Cali
fornia in the beautiful coastal Red
woods, Redway is a wonderful place 
to visit. The store is open on Tues
day and Wednesday afternoons from 
1 to5p.m. 

For a number of years, Ron has 
been a singer, dobro and guitar 
player, performing in Northern Cali
fornia Last year he began giving 
dobro and guitar lessons and doing 
piano repairs and tuning in the store 
in Redway. As his student enroll
ment grew' he thought, "well, r 11 
carry a few strings, capos , straps, 
picks , etc.", then he decided that 
"maybe a guitar, banjo, dobro or 
fiddle or two on the wall might be 
OK, too." The result is that Har
mony Hill has grown into a small 
music store. Ron says, "it is still 
limited in stock and instruments, 
but is definitely 'Bluegrass' in fla
vor." 

When he isn't performing, 
teaching aspiring musicians, or out 
in the surrounding communities ttm
ing and repairing pianos, Ron pro
duces "the Bluegrass Show~· on 
KMUD 91.1 FM in Garberville. 
The show airs every Tuesday from 
10 a.m. to noon. Ron has been the 
producer and host of the show on 
KMUD and on an "old commercial 
station'' KERG for the past 12 years. 

Ron also recently started a 
weekly jam session at 7 p.m. every 
Tuesday night at Sicilito' s R~tau
rant located at 445 Conger Street in 
Garberville. The first jam ses.sion 
was held on February 6, 1996 1with 
about 15 pickers and almost hwice 
the number of listeners in attten-
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dance. 
If you're ever in the Redway/ 

Garberville area, take time to stop 
by Harmony Hill Music and Piano 
Service or the Tuesday night jam at 
Sicilitos and enjoy the music. For 
more information about Bluegrass 
in the Redwoods or the music store, 
you can write to Ron Stanley at P.O. 
Box 724, Garberville, CA 95542, or 
call him at (707) 923-2603. 

New Jam in Pollock Pines 
hosted by CBA members 

If you're looking for a place to 
play music in the Sacramento/Foot
hills area there is a new jam session 
twice a month in Pollock Pines. 
Hosted by Hank Hamilton and 
Shirley Harman of Mountain 
High Music, the jam is held the first 
and third Wednesday of every month 
from 7:30 to 10:30 p.m . in the Pol
lock Pines Community Center. 

Shirley writes that " the jams 
are free and musicians of all levels 
are encouraged to come and partici
pate." She and Hank are excited 
about hosting jam sessions in their 
local community, and their new 
music store in Pollock Pines. 

Mountain High Music opened 
its doors for business on March 1st 
at 3030 Sly Park Road in Pollock 
Pines. The music store has been a 
dream of Hank and Shirley's for 
several years, and they are looking 
forward to getting to know all of the 
local musicians in the small foothill 
community of Pollock Pines. The 
store is located just off H wy 50 with 
easy access to local residents and 
commuters . 

When I spoke to Shirley on the 
phone for this article, they had not 
yet set store hours or moved in their 
store inventory - in fact, they had 
only signed the lease for the prop
erty the day before I called her. 
Watch future issues of the Blue
grass Breakdown for more details 
about Mountain High Music. 

For further information about 
the Pollock Pines jam sessions or 
Mountain High Music, call (916) 
647-1255. 

Autoharp teaching tapes, 
music and books offered 

Nationally known Autoharpist 
Charles Whitmer recently sent me 
information on his Autoharp teach
ing tapes, music and books. He 
offers instructional aids for autohaip 
players at all skill levels and several 
musical styles. 

The teaching tapes are "de
signed to present a teaching lesson 
for each song in the booklet of mu
sic where specific instructions are 
given both on the tape and in the 
booklet. Written instructions are 
also given in the booklet of music 
that is written out in standard music 
notation and auto harp tablature." 
In addition, Whitmer has recorded 
two albums which provide examples 
of his performance style and pro-

vide enjoyable listening to lovers of 
Autoharp music. 

Whitmer will be the instructor 
for two weeks of Autoharp Work
shops and both an instructor and 
performer at the Autoharp Jambo
ree at the Ozark Folk Center State 
Park in Mountain View, Arkansas 
this summer. Please see "Upcom
ing Events" in this issue for further 
informatim. 

To receive a complete list of 
Charles Whitmer's instructional 
materials and recordings, you can 
write to him at 25650 IH 45 N 
#1107, Spring, Texas 77386. 

Logomotion offers band! 
event promotional items 

If you are looking for promo
tional items to advertise your band, 
other music-related business, or fes
tival, J ea n J. Hart of 
LOGOMOTION may have what 
you need. Her company offers bal
loons, key chains and coasters 
shaped like musical instruments as 

well as business cards, tote bags, T
shirts, caps, jackets, cassette and 
CD holders and a wide variety of 
other items imprinted with your 
logo. 

Jean's company provides pro
motion and advertising services to 
clients in several countries and 
across the United States. Some of 
her accounts include Neiman 
Marcus, A.T. & T, Kaiser 
Permanente and Disney Produc
tions. Jean says: "No group or 
company is too small or too large to 
have a personalized promotional 
item to meet their specifications." 
The company can also provide 
Graphic Arts services to create or 
duplicate original artwork at a mini
mal cost. 

LOGOMOTION is located at 
8820 " B" Sawtelle Way in Sacra
mento, California 9.5826. You can 
call or FAX them at (916) 362-
27.58 or toll free at 1-800-982-2641. 
Their business offices are open 
Monday through Friday from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturday from 
10 a.m. to noon. 

CALIFORNIA BLUEGRASS ASSOCIATION 
BALANCE SHEET AS AT 12131/95 

ASSEfS: 
Cash in Banks 
Receivables 
Prepaid Expenses 

Inventory 
Fixed Assets 

(Net of Depreciation) 
TOTAL ASSETS 

LIABILITIES 
Payables 

EQUITY: 

76,648.00 
881.00 
422.00 

12,828.00 

6,881.00 

Retained Earnings - Prior 92,428.00 
Current Retained Earnings 2.775.00 

TOTAL EQUITYY 

UABILITIES & EQUITY97,659.00 

97,660.00 

2,456.00 

95,203.00 

CALIFORNIA BLUEGRASS ASSOCIATION 
INCOME STATEMENT AS AT 12131/95 

REVENUES: 
Events 
Memberships 
Breakdown 
Mercantile 
Other 

TOTAL REVENUES 

EXPENSES: 
Events 
Memberships 
Breakdown 
Mercantile 
General & Administrative 
Miscellaneous 

TOTAL EXPENSES 

NEfiNCOME 

Respectfully submitted, 

181,212.00 
18,869.00 
6,918.00 

11,583.00 
6,953 .00 

163,027.00 
1,467.00 

30,497.00 
6,387.00 

20,883.00 
499.00 

/r~/r~ 
Kathy Kirkpatrick, Treasurer 

225,535.00 

222,760.00 

2,775.00 



Spotlight on California Bands: Roanoke 
by Tracy Pierce 

Personnel: 
Bob Smith: Banjo and lead vocals 
Bob is originally from Brownsville, 
Pennsylvania His mother, Iris Cool, 
taught him to play guitar and since 
she played with the Carter family in 
the 30's and 40's, she obviously bad 
a strong influence on his musical 
career. Until recently he played 
banjo with Sidesaddle & Co. Other 
groups Bob has performed with in
clude: Sweet Water, 1he Bear Creek 
Boys, and Western Pacific. Bob's 
day job is being a self-employed 
contractor. 

Mike Wilhoyte: Guitar, lead and 
baritone vocals 
Mike's guitar style, described as 
punchy and bluesy, has been influ
enced by Tony Rice, Clarence White 
and Doc Watson. His JmeDts live in 
Kentucky so he has bad the opportu
nity to play bluegrass in the Blue
grass state. Mike has been playing 
guitar for 20 years and since moving 
to California he has been a member 
of Brushy Peak, Grass Menagerie 
and Hot Pursuit. He is also an 
electrical engineer. 

John Kael: Mandolin, lead and 
baritone vocals, songwriter 
John is a Santa Cruz resident who 
has both traditional and contempo
rary influences in his style of man
dolin playing. Bill Monroe's early 

works and both David Mclaughlin 
and Dan Tyminski are among the 
musicians who have influenced him. 
He also writes songs for the band in 
what he describes as "the style of the 
early Stanley Brothers and Bill 
Monroe." John has been teaching 
guitar and mandolin for ten years 
and for the last three years has been 
a member of the band Stoney Point. 

Chris Lewis: Bass and tenor vocals 
Chris, like her fellow band mem
bers, has played in other California
based groups. She is currently play
ing mandolin with the Bay Area's 
All Girl Boys and is one of the 
band's founding members. She was 
also a member of the Fog City Ram
blers. Chris makes her living as a 
journalist for a Bay Area newspa
per. 

Ed Neff: Fiddle 
Ed is probably one of the most well 
known Northern California blue
grass fiddlers . He credits Kenny 
Baker as a major influence as well 
as his long time friend Vern Will
iams with whom he has shared the 
stage for many years. He is one of 
the lucky musicians who makes a 
living playing bluegrass . Ed was 
born in St. Louis, Missouri and cur
rently lives in Petaluma. Among 
the bands Ed has performed with are 
High Country, Brushy Peak, The 
Vern Williams Band and the Rhythm 
Rasslers. 

ROANOKE-- (1-r) Bob Smith, Chris Lewis, Mike Wilhoyte and John Kael. 

l I ' .< 

Styk of Bluegrass: Discography: Upcoming gigs include: 
Roanoke is a traditional bluegrass Since they are a new band, they ~y •March 30- R?sie McCann's Irish 
band with hard-driving rhythm and ~~e a demo tape. B_ut a ~rding Pub, 1220 Pacifi~ Ave., ~anta Cruz, 
heartfelt harmonies. They have been ts m the works for this sprmg. CA •. 9 p.m, admission ts f~ee. 
together or a little over six months •April 25-28- Santa Mana Style 
and they all share a love for the Bookings: Bluegrass F~stival. 
authentic sound of bluegrass. Be- John Kael (408) 427-2248. Recent •May 19- Fretght and Salvage Cof-
cause of the excitement they share performances include: Fall grass, fee House, Be~keley, CA. . 
playing together, you can look for- and the Freight and Salvage Coffee ·~lDle 1 & 2.- Wild Iris Folk Fesllval 
ward to an energetic show. House. m Booneville, CA. 

Join us for a night of outstanding 

BLUEGRASS atNAPREDAK 

Friday, April19, 1996 ~8:00p.m .. 
Napredak Hall, 770 Montegue Expressway, San Jose, CA 

Featuring: 

•THE RENO BROTHERS 
•DR. ELMO AND WILD BLUE 

•SIDESADDLE & CO. 
Advance tickets: $13.00 Door only after AprilS: $15.00 

For advance tickets, send check or money order made payable to: 
Wayne Dye 

1658 East Capitol Expressway, Suite 517 
San Jose, CA 95121 

Forinforrnation,phone(408)270~724 
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MUSIC MATTERS 
by Elena Corey 
P.S. from last month: I apologize 
for the erring TAB in the examples 
regarding 9th chords. My 
Grandma often says, "There's 
many a slip twixt the cup and the 
lip",andfrom the original inten
tion of knowing what you mean to 
communicate to the end of insuring 
that you won't be misunderstood, 
there is a big gap. 

The Joys of Tradition 
P1aying 400t year old fiddle 

tunes in the same key, same tempo 
as they were played back then, and 
knowing that you're possibly even 
using the same basic bowing styles 
as folks have used for years can 
induce an incredible high. The eu
phoria is so intoxicating and hyp
notic, you never want to quit play
ing. Similar wonderful feelings 
are created by huddling around a 
campfire singing Cowboy Jack or 
The Streets of Laredo and imagin
ing those same strains coming from 
real cowboys on the prairie after a 
long work day a century or so ago. 
We know that such music has stood 
the tests of time, and in a transient 
age, such evidence of endurance is 
more than reassuring. 

There is something within our 
sense of "all is right with the world'' 

that is reaffirmed and validated 
whenever we participate in even a 
small rite within traditional music 
lore and culture. Our spirits swell 
and our eyes glow as we feel our
selves to be very much an integral 

Hot Rize and Red Knuckles 
Meet March 9 at the LeBaron 
by Michael Hall 

Hot Rize, the nation's most 
popular bluegrass band during the 
roaring 80s, will play a nostalgic 
reunion concert in San Jose on Sat
urday,March9, 1996. The 8:00pm 
show will be held at the Le Baron 
Hotel. 

The band broke up at the peak 
of its popularity, much to the dis
may of old KF AT radio "Fatties" 
andotherfans. AptXOximately 1000 
bluegrass music fans are expected 
to attend. The best seats will go 
quickly. The last South Bay Hot 
Rize appearance was a sold-out 
SCBS concert in 1990. 

Also appearing: Red Knuck
les & The Trailblazers, a band that 
plays "old electric" country music 
instead of the "new acoustic" blue
grass music favored by Hot Rize. 
The Trailblazers appeared on every 
Hot Rize bill during the late 1980s. 
The Trailblazers were never really 
very popular, however, this band 
actually stayed together when Hot 
Rize called it quits in 1990. The 
Trailblazers simply returned to their 
regular weekly gig at the Eat Cafe in 
the tiny community of Wyoming, 
Montana. 

Neither band has ever had a 
personnel change: Hot Rize went 
from Boulder, Colorado wundetkids 
to the toast of the national bluegrass 
circuit (1974-1990) with Tim 
O'Brienonmandolin, Pete Wernick 
on banjo; Charles Sawtelle on gui
tar and Nick Foerster on bass. The 
Trailblazers (circa 1940- ) feature 
Red Knuckles and Wendell Mer-

cantile on guitar, Waldo Otto on 
steel guitar and Slade on bass. 

The bands take their names 
from the products advertised on 
Nashville's venerable Grand Ole 
Opry radio show, where both bands 
have performed. "Hot Rize" is the 
secret ingredient in Martha White 
Flour, the South's most popular en
riched white flour. The Martha 
White commercial theme song be
came a popular bluegrass tune (See 
related "Martha White" story on 
page 12.) 

With permission from the mill, 
the Hot Rize band kept the tradition 
alive wit the reference to the "magic" 
ingredient. Meanwhile, sales of 
"Trailblazer Dog Food" have not 
suffered too much since Red Knuck
les & The Trailblazers adopted the 
name without permission. Both 
bands record for Sugar Hill Records. 

Fred Morris of National Enter
tainment Network has arranged to 
make San Jose one of only 6 stops 
on this nationwide reunion tour. For 
tickets and information, call (800) 
746-TUNEor(415)58S-8234. The 
LeBaron is located at 1350 North 
First Street in San Jose. The hotel 
was also the site of the Winter Blue
grass Festival in February. 

Editor's note: Other Hot Rise Re
union Tour doles on the West Coast 
include: March 8- Berkeley's First 
Congregational Church- (510) 548-
1761; March 10- Portland, Oregon 
at the Alladin Theater - (503) 233-
1944; and Seattle, Washington at 
the Backstage- (206) 781-2805. 
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part in the unbroken chain passing 
down our musical heritage from one 
generation to the next. 

But as "keepers of the flame" 
we can get to be like over-eager 
guard dogs, acting upon· unques-

tioned reflex ud limiting access to 
everyone withut discriminating. To 
our most sla\sh preservation in
stincts, everynew inclination ap
pears to threaten, rather than to en
rich or enhance. the old. Of course, 
this is perfectly natural - fro~ 
!nfancy onward,~ human animal 
resists change fiercely, from balk
ing at tasting a new variety of baby 
food to having difficulty arising at a 

·different hour to accommodate a 
new schedule. We all become en
trenched inhatbit precisely because 
it is the path o)f least resistance; we 
have well-deweloped antennae to 
resist any efforrt perceived as unnec
essary. We als~o know that we revert 
to choices wluich offer more emo
tional security whenever we feel we 
need that, and then we reach out, 
eager for new experiences, when 
we're feeling more fully grounded 
and secure once more. 

It is no surprise that such psy
chological aspects also reveal them
selves in our musical expression. 
There is within our musical preser
vation instinct, quite naturally, a 
strong fear of neglecting to notice 
small increments of change until 
suddenly the original is irretriev
able. We can all cite eviden<:e of 
this: 
1. Mongrelizations of the tune: e.g. 

Old-timey preservationists charge 
that such classics as St. Anne 's 
Re(j , for instance, have been hqJe
lessly gentrified or genericized. 
They may be commonly played 
now "with the rough edges shaved 
off' not allowing beautiful subtle
ties to shine, and so the tunes are 
lost. 

2. The distinctive tempos which 
delineated tunes' origin from our 
heritage are also gradually being 
obliterated. At most any festival, 
e .g., wandering around the 

grounds, you can hear hornpipes 
played at the speed of the reel, 
airs sped up to flings, and jigs 
rendered at whatever tempo the 
fiddler can accommodate triplets. 
Even when a januner is comply
ing with a request, e.g. " Play a 
waltz", there is no guarantee that 
the tune will emerge at the de
sired tempo. 

3. Words get changed as ideas and 
vocabulary become obsolete. e.g. 
In the song, My Darling Cora is 
Gone, the line "I purchased her 
raiment, so fme" is now frequently 
amended to "I purchased her ring; 
so fine." to accomodate the vo
cabularies of folks who don't 
know what "raiment" is or just 
don't want to use old-fashioned 
words. 

4. The home key of many tradi
tional tunes changes periodically. 
Ir. OJA-"'l jams, many banjo players 
and beginning guitarists look 
amund stealthily to make sure a 
f1ddler isn't lurking in the back
ground, and then they play tunes 
like Bill Cheathum in G, to escape 
the attendant bother of putting a 
::apo on and the ensuing (but in
evita!Jle) retuning of the instru
ment upon removing the capo. 

Few young fiddlers know or 
care that Fisher's Hornpipe was 
originally played in the key ofF, not 
D. And I suspect that the only 
rcascn that folks know the same 
thing about Beaumont Rag is that 
playing the basic tune in F can build 
a bit more slcill, and most new ftd
&ers are enthusiastically eager to 
advance musically. 

There are, of course, some nice 
reasons for some of these changes. 
Playing wonderful tunes in the easi
est accessible keys allows us to in
clude more beginners and so en
courage their motivation to con
tinue and progress. We sometimes 
change occasional words of a few 
songs which might convey racism, 
sexism, ageism or other politically 
embarrassing ideas, but are other
wise excellent songs. And so we 
accommodate small changes in 
many aspects of our handing down 
the tradition, and call it the folk 
process. 

Some ri us may inwardly bristle 
when someone else makes a change, 
however. For instance, I once heard 
a person (opting for short-hand ver
bal communication) call the Dill 
Pickle Rag, "Dill Pickles", and his 
teacher blanched as though she'd 
been shot. Yep, we' d all probably 
secretly prefer the folk process to be 
left to our individual (if possibly 
capricious) discretion . When I 
accompany a fiddler who, for what
ever reason, chooses not to play a 
traditional tune in the format of sec
tions AABB , AABB, etc., I feel 
consistently surprised, although 
there may be very good reasons for 
tht! rleparture. And, although the 
experimentation in form may actu
ally prove to be fun, still the stan
dard form is ingrained. 

So we all try not to wince or 
outwardly show any sign of our 
unease, lest that influence the other 
person to be less tolerant of our 

individual personalizations of the 
music we share. At various times 
there seems to be a place for both 
holding-the-faith and breaking
eggs-for the- fun-of-it (whether or 
not a figurative omelet is created or 
even intended) in our music. Per
haps we experience cyclical shifts, 
veering back and forth from want
ing to play (and hear) music as 
traditionally rendered as is humanly 
possible, to a wilder, free-ranging 
experimental hankering to see what 
flows and try any arrangement, 
any tempo, any key, etc. 

Few of us are totally consis
tent in our reactions or moods, 
(praise the Lord). If we each 
suppose that the other people with 
whom we play also entertain such 
wide-ranging pendulum swings, it 
might be probable that they are at 
another point on the swing. So, we 
all try, conscientiously, to refrain 
from pushing our momentary 
"need" - regarding being a stick
ler for accurate historical detail or 
a daring new adventurer - onto 
other musicians. By now I can 
hear someone humming "I don't 
think Hank done it that-a-way" 
softly into my ear, while outwardly 
showing saintly restraint as a good 
example for me. 

And so we have it, folks, if we 
all play "musical chairs" even in 
our musical taste, dashing about 
and fmding folks to play with who 
fit our changing moods and cycli
cal swings - with changing band 
personnel, shifts in the kinds of 
music we choose to play and how 
we play it, etc.- we duplicate what 
we already have. 

What's the big deal then? 
Why bring up the whole thing? Its 
just in this increasingly sophisti
cated age, we like to have intellec
tually respectable labels to affix to 
even our peculiarities and foibles. 
Perhaps it is more politically cor
rect and easing to our consciences 
to say "Oh that person is at the 
opposite end of the traditional -
experimental cyclical swing from 
me" than to say, "I don't enjoy 
playing music with that person right 
now" or "I just don' t like mixing a 
Gregorian chant with heavy metal 
fusion banjo." 

Whatever. Maybe next year, I 
can move out of caring what key 
people play traditional songs/ tunes 
in. Right now, does anyone want 
to play Texas S/woter in F, or did 
someone change more than the title 
when I wasn't looking? 

Happy 
St. Patrick's Day! 



I 

Back in Bakersfield Again 

Traditional 
Bluegrass Music is 
alive and well on 
the West Coast 

from Pacific Crest! 

Featuring 12 
soulful, driving 

Selections 

To order, complete form and mail to: Steve Dennison, PO Box 1387, Bakersfield, CA 93302 

Name ____________________ ~ CD: Qty X $1 5 = - --

Address _ _ _ _______ _ Cassette: Qty x $ I 0 = · - --

Total= - -
City State ZIP 

0 11 11 1!! 0 ~ b__]l I t I I I ~~-~ ~, 

PACIFIC CREST 
Please make checks to STEVE DENNisoN 

BLUEGRASS BAND 
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Alison, Honey: 
Now You Bake Right With Martha White 
by Michael Hall 

The Martha White Hour Mills 
of Nashville recently agreed 

to sponsor the 1996 tour of Alison 
Krauss and Union Station. The 
company hopes to repeat the suc
cess of its frrst bluegrass band spon
sorship deal with Lester Hatt, Earl 
Scruggs & The Foggy Mountain 
Boys beginning in the 1950s. . 

During a period when white 
flour sales fell approximately 80%, 
the Martha White brand enjoyed a 
five-fold increase. The commercial 
ditty itself became a hit bluegrass 
tune of sorts. 

When Hot Rize formed several 
years after the Lester 'n' Earl break
up, the band asked for and received 
permissioo to use the name of Martha 
White's "secret ingredient." Until 
its 1990 break-up. the Boulder, Colo
rado band sang the song at every 
performance. Now Alison will get 
paid for singing it But can she sing 
it right? Can she sell flour? 

Presumably, if you are s~n
sored by the mill, you have to sing 
the theme song; so Alison and the 
band are already listening to tapes 
of Lester and the 'Boys rehearsing 
like mad for their big first show. 
This is what they hear: 

Martha White Self-Rising 
Flour Jingle 

-Fiddle In-
LESTER FLATT Now you bake 

Yzght! 
(BAND & AUDIENCE: Uh, 

Huh!) 
With Martha White! 

(Yes-, Ma'am!) 
Good and right, Good and light 
Martha White! 

(Martha White!) 
For The Finest Biscuits, Cakes and 
Pies 
Use Martha White Flour 

(That Good All-Purpose Flour!) 
Martha White Self-Rising Flour 
With Hot Rize! 

-Fiddle Break-
For the finest biscuits ever was 
Use Martha White Flour 

(That Good All-Purpose Flour!) 
Martha White Self-Rising Flour 
With Hot Rize! 

-Fiddle Up & Out-

A lison will have to rehearse 
carefully because the Martha 

White deal will be the toughest pro
fessional challenge she has yet faced 
The jingle's words - as given voice 
by Lester Hatt - convinced mil
lions of 50s and ros women to resist 
the new "supermarket" shelves filled 
with prepared and semi-prepared 
foods . To use the Martha White 
product, a cook has to bake from 
scratch. To really use a lot of flour, 
a cook had to bake a lot from scratch. 
Even during the Hatt and Scruggs 
heyday, this was a tough sell; during 
the 90s, it will be even tougher. 

Some readers will actually have 
to ask about the term "bake from 

scratch." Suffice it to say that in 
1930, the language contained no 
such phrase since all baking was 
"from scratch." By mid-century, 

M scratch baking was in full 
retreat Today, it is a mere 

specialty. odern perfor
mances of the tune will do little to 
help the Union Station band get 
ready for this challenge. Since she 
got her new job at the Grand Ole 
Opry, Alison has heard the house 
band perform the tune many a Sat
urday night, but these Opry musi
cians have only a distant memory of 
the original. 

Many local bluegrass bands still 
sing the song in live performances, 
but tend to burlesque the song. Sty
listically lumping "Martha White" 
with "Rocky Top, Tennessee" will 
get Alison nowhere. The appropri
ately reverent, but passionless Hot 
Rize styling treats "Martha White" 
as a mere museum piece. Hot Rize 
was selling history, not flour. 

Garrison Keillor's petformance 
of his appropriate parody, "The 
Powder Milk Biscuit Theme" (Has 
Your Family Tried 'Em?) on the 
Prairie Home Companion radio 
show may be the most helpful cur
rent performance. He evokes the 
feeling that Alison will need, but 
doesn't make scratch baking sound 
like very much fWL Besides, novel
ist Keillor connects frrst on an intel
lectuallevel and only secondarily 
on an emotional level. 

In thP 1.930s and 40s perfor
mances of the "light Crust Hour" 
and the "Playboy Hour" themes by 
the band first known as The Light 
Crust Doughboys and then as Bob 
Wills and the Texas Playboys sold 
plenty of flour, but not in the face of 
an all-out attack by the prepared
foods industry. 

T o sell flour, Alison will have 
to reach back to the wisdom 

of the master, Lester Flatt himself. 
Hatt' s performance of the Martha 
White theme persuasively commu
nicated two feelings about baking: 
that OOking was fun and that biscuits 
weren't food; they were an expres
sion of love. The fun came from the 
lively bluegrass fiddle tune and the 
band's excited shouts, the love came 
from Flatt's warm, kind tenor voice. 

The classic rendition of the tune 
focuses on certain words. Flatt got 
the most mileage out of "finest," 
"good," and "light" - roWlded, full 
words that were slightly extended 
and emphasized by Hatt' s comfort
able Cumberland MoWltains drawl. 
In contrast, the phrases "you bake 
right," "(finest) biscuits ever was" 
and "use Martha White Flour'' were 
inspiring, triumphant and memo
rable. The song made the task of 
scratch baking for the family an 
exciting expression of love, not a 
routine domestic chore. 

Alison cannot expect to ~vert 
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ALISON "KRAUSS & UNION STATION-- (l-r) Adam Steffey, Barry Bales, Alison Krauss, Dan Tyminski 
and Ron Block. Maybe, (if we're lucky), Alison and the band will give us their rendition of "MarlJw White" 
during one of their performances on Friday, June 14th during the CBA's Father's Day Weekend Bluegrass 
Festival in Grass Valley. 

America into a nation of scratch 
bakers overnight - or ever. But she 
can show that baking with Martha 
White can be the satisfying, inspir
ing achievement of a weekend or 
holiday. And baking from scratch 
can still be love. So, Alison, re
member that it's not enough just to 
sing the song. You gotta bake right 

- with Martha White. 
And, if this is any consolation, 

Alison's job with Martha White is 
much easier than the Light Crust 
Doughboys' deal. In addition to 
singing about the product on their 
daily noontime radio show, Bob 
Wills and the boys had to work full 
time making the flour at the mill! 

The late Lester Flatt's brother, 
Leamon Flatt, still preaches at a 
church two miles from the author's 
Tennes-see boyhood home. This ar
ticle is printed with permission from 
SCBS's Bluegrass By 'flre Bay maga
zine. 

Uncle Jed's Riverboat Pickin' Party #9 returns 
to the Sacramento River March 16th 

A new date (Saturday, March 
16, 1996) but the same great six 
hour bluegrass picking party is 
planned for Uncle Jed's Riverboat 
Pickin' Party #9. Drew Evans has 
once again made all the arrange
ments, and the cruise will be board
ing at the Riverbank Marina, 1401 
Garden Highway in Sacramento at 
1:30 p.m ... sharp". 

In case you have never partici
pated in one of Drew's Riverboat 
Pickin' Parties, they include a 6-
hour cruise aboard the River City 
Queen on the Sacramento River, a 
pot-luck buffet with a full no-host 
bar on boanl, and lots of great blue
grass picking. The boat is fully 
enclosed and heated for passenger's 
comfort, and the views on the river 
are beautiful. 

Musicians are invited to bring 
their instruments (no percussion 

please) and all passengers are asked 
to leave ice chests and beverages at 
home but bring a pot luck dish to 
share and be ready to jam or listen to 
your heart's content. The cruise 
will last from 2 p.m. to 8 p.m. and is 
limited to the first 100 ticket pur
chasers. 

Tickets are now available for 
$18.50 per person. For ticket or
ders, send your check and a self
addressed, stamped envelope to: 
Drew Evans, 5909 Walking Stick 
Ct., Citrus Heights, CA 95621. For 
further information or directions, 
call (916) 344-8.589. 



. RECORDING REVIEWS 
Hand Picked - 25 Years of 
Bluegrass on Rounder 
Records 

Rounder Records 
CDAN22/23 
One Camp Street 
Cambridge, MA 02140 
by Ken Reynolds 

This two CD set from Rounder 
Records entitled, HAND
PICKED: Twenty-Five Years Of 
Rounder Bluegrass, is truly a 
collector's dream. It did, however, 
present some problems on how to 
format this review. 

There are a total of forty-nine 
songs on this two disc set, per
formed by some of the greatest 
names in bluegrass. It is an abso
lute treasure chest of bluegrass 
music. 
listed below are the artists and the 
songs they perform: 
DISC 1 

1. J.D. Crowe & The New South 
The Old Home Place 

2. Joe Val 
Along About Daybreak 

3. Del McCoury 
High On A Mountain 

4. Country Cooking 
(Featuring: Pete Wernick, Tony 
Trischka, Andy Statman, and Kenny 
Kosek) 

Barrel Of Fun 
5. Hazel Dickens 

West Virginia, My Home 
6. Bluegrass Cardinals 

Blue Eyed Boston Boy 
7. Ted Lundy 

The Old Swinging Bridge 
8. Dry Branch Fire Squad 

Golden Ring 
9. Don Stover 

Things In life 
10. Phyllis Boyens 
(Singer/actress Phyllis Boyens por
trayed the mother of country music 
star Loretta Lynn in the film "Coal 
Miner's Daughter." 

The Last Old Shovel 
11. Allen Shelton 

Sourwood Mountain 
12. The Allen Brothers 
(Featuring: Harley, Greg and 
Ronnie, sons of bluegrass legend 
Red Allen) 

When Someone Wants To Leave 
13. David Grisman 

I Ain't Broke (But I'm Badly 
Bent) 
14. Bailey Brothers 

Take Me Back To Happy Valley 
15. Connie and Babe & The Back
woodsBoys 

Home Is Where The Heart Is 
16. Boone Creek 
(Boone Creek was a short-lived band 
that included future stars Ricky 
Skaggs and Jerry Douglas) 

. "Drifting Too Far From The 
Shore 
17. Hazel & Alice 
(Featuring: Hazel Dickens and Alice 
Gerrard) 

Montana Cowboy 
18. Leon Morris & Buzz Busby 

At The End 
19. Wilma Lee Cooper 

You Tried To Ruin My Name 
20. Butch Robbins 

I'll Be On That Good Road 
Someday 
21. Bill Keith 

Crazy Creek 
22. Vern Williams 

When Springtime Comes Again 
23. Tony Rice 

Old Train 
24. Byron Berline 

Ragtime Annie 
25. Tasty licks 
(Featuring: Pat Enright, Jack Tottle, 
Bela Fleck and Mark Schatz) 

Blue Days, Black Nights 
26. The Bluegrass Album Band 
(Featuring: J.D. Crowe, Tony Rice, 
Doyle Lawson, Bobby Hicks and 
Todd Phillips) 

The Model Church 
DISC2 

1. James King 
Leavin' 

2. Here Today 
(Featuring: Vince Gilll, Herb 
Pedersen, David Grisonan, Jim 
Buchanan and Emory Gmrdy, Jr.) 

Lonesome River 
3. Jim & Jesse McReynmlds 

Hard Hearted 

BANJO MAN. WEB 0151 
Bill Emerson returns with a great CD filled with a combination of old and new 

tunes - several remastered cuts from older Emerson and Goble records, a 

couple of additional unreleased cuts from the Gold Plated Banjo sessions, and 

six new songs. Special guests on this CD include Jimmy Gaudreau, Pete 

Goble, Bob Goff Jr., Tom Gray, Emory Lester, Joe Meadows, Mark Newton, 

GLORY TRAIN • PRC 1050 
Jim Muller's distinctive vocals, combined with the group's strong original 

material and the warmth and humor of their live shows makes Southern Rail one 

of the most exciting groups in bluegrass today. They've put together the perfect 

songs for this gospel albu~their first Pinecastle release. Included are the 

powerfui'High, Low and Wide' from a 1947 record by the Golden Gate Quartet, 

4. The Johnson Mountain Boys 
My Better Years 

5. Claire Lynch 
Second Wind 

6. Illrd Tyme Out 
New Faces In The Fields 

7. Tony Trischka 
New York Chimes 

8. Laurie Lewis & Kathy Kallick. 
Is The Blue Moon Still Shining 

9. David Grier and Mike Compton 
Flop Eared Mule 

10. Alison Krauss 
Every Time You Say Goodbye 

11. Tony Rice 
Cold On The Shoulder 

12. Dreadful Snakes 
(Featuring: Pat Enright, Jerry Dou
glas, Bela Fleck, Mark Hembree, 
Blaine Sprouse and Roland White) 

Who's That Knocking At My 
Door 
13. J.D. Crowe 

Mr. Engineer 
14. Lynn Morris 

You'll Get No More Of Me 
15. Nashville Bluegrass Band 

Every Humble Knee Must Bow 
16. Hazel Dickens 

Mama's Hand 
17. Laurie Lewis & Tom Rozum 

Sleepy Eyed John/Tom & Jerry 
18. Bela Fleck 

Whitewater 
19. Warrior River Boys 

You're That Certain Someone 
20. Del McCoury 

IF eel The Blues Movin' In 
21. The Cox Family 

When God Dips His Pen Of 

· Love In My Heart 
22. Ricky Skaggs 

River Of Jordan 
23. Dry Branch Fire Squad 

We Believe In Happy Endings 
After going through who, and 

what's on this recording, I think it 
speaks for itself much better than 
any words I could think of. 

So fll end this review by say
ing, if you are a collector, you' re 
gonna want this one. 

"Far A way In Tennessee" 
Larry Stephenson 

Pinecastle/W ebco Records 
WEBOLSO 
P.O. Box456 
Orlando, FL32802 

Songs: Any Ole Stretch Of Black
top, Rose Song, Give Me The 
Chance, The Next Time You See 
Me, Alone With You, Foggy Moun
tain Chimes, I Can See Arkansas, 
Your Love Keeps Calling Me, 
Someday I'll Take The Risk, Tear
drops From My Eyes, The Son 

(Continued on Page 14) 

THE fRIENDLY VOICE OF SMOKEY GREENE 

PRC 1051 
This album celebrates Smokey Greene's 50th anniversary as a performer of 

country music. One of the travelling country troubadours in the SO's and 60's, 

Smokey also opened his own club, founded a bluegrass festival and traveled 

with a full band, became a full-time teacher and later retired to Florida from his 

native New England. Today Smokey is one of the few entertainers who can 

walk on stage with just his guitar and have the audience demanding more at 

the end of his set. Smokey typifies the country music singer who was the 

AVAILABLE AT MANY FINE RETAIL & MAIL ORDER OUTLETS INCLUDING: 
MUSIC SHED • DEPT BB3/96 • P.O. BOX 456, ORLANDO, FL 32802 

FoR fREE CATALOG CoNTACT: PINECASTLE/WEBCO RECORDS • DEPT. 883/96 • 5108 S. ORANGE AvE. • ORLANDO FL 32809 
-. 407/856·0245 • FAX 407/858-0007 • pinecast@nebula.ispace.com • http://www.imageplaza.com/fl/music/pinecastl 
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(Continued from Page 13) 

Shines Down On Me, Cabin On A 
Mountain. 

Personnel: Larry Stephenson -
mandolin, lead and harmony vo
cals; Booie Beach- guitar, har
mony vocals, lead vocal on # 8; 
Matthew Allred - bass, harmony; 
Dale Vanderpool- banjo, lead gui
tar on # 4 & # 11; Guest Musician: 
Randy Howard - fiddle. 

by Ken Reynolds 
"Far Away In Tennessee" is 

Larry Stephenson's eighth release 
for WEBCO which is more than 
any other artist in the history of the 
label. This CD reinforces what his 
fans already know - Larry is one of 
the best entertainers in bluegrass 
today. 

Larry started his bluegrass ca
reer by forming, and leading, his 
first band called "Newgrass." 
Larry's dad, Edwin, played guitar 
in this group. Larry went on to 
work with the likes of Cliff 
Waldron, Bill Harrell, and the Blue
grass Cardinals bef<XefonningThe 
Larry Stephenson Band in 1989. 

My first exposure to Larry was 
when he was with the Bluegrass 
Cardinals, and I remember being 
totally impressed with the clarity 
and range of his tenor vocals. I 
have been a fan ever since. 

To truly appreciate the instru-

RECORDING. REVIEWS 
mental ability of this high energy 
group, one only has to take a listen 
to their rendition of the Earl Scruggs 
banjo hit "Foggy Mountain 
Chimes." 
The group has included two ooginal 
songs on this CD. The first one you 
will hear is "Give Me A Chance", 
written by Larry Stephenson. The 
second ooginal song was written by 
guitarist Booie Beach entitled "Your 
Love Keeps Calling Me." Both 
songs are well written. 

For the gospel music fans, the 
group has chosen two very beautiful 
tunes, "The Next Time You See Me", 
and "The Son Shines Down On Me." 
Now one might think that someone 
made a typing mistake when they 
look at the song title "The Son Shines 
Down on Me". But as you listen to 
the song you will realize that the 
song is referring to the SON of God, 
not the SUN that brightens our day. 
1be group also does a nice rendition 
of the Faron Young country classic, 
"Alone With You", as well as the 
bluegrass standard "Cabin On A 
Mountain." Two songs on this re
cording that I especially enjoyed 
were "Rose Song", and "I Can See 
Arkansas." 

The vocal harmonies and in
strumental work on this CD are first 
rate, and is exactly what one would 
expect from the Larry Stephenson 
Band. 

"Pure Homemade Love" 
Rarely Herd 

Pinecastle Records 
PRC1049 
P.O.Box456 
Orlando, FL32802 

Songs: Once Upon A Heartbeat, 
Pure Homemade Love, The King Of 
Broken Hearts, Bobby And Sarah, 
Blue Yesterdays, Anybody Else's 
Heart But Mine, Keep The Candles 
Burning, I Don't Know Why, The 
Union Mare And The Confederate 
Gray, When The Dam Breaks, Bend 
In The River, I Can Face The Rain. 

Personnel: Jim Stack- guitar and 
lead vocal; Alan Stack- mandolin, 
fiddle and baritone vocals, bass vo
cal on .. Keep The Candles Burn
ing"; Jeff Weaver- acoustic bass, 
tenor v)Ca].s; Dan Brooks- dobra, 
barit01e vocal on "Keep The 
Candle Burning"; Calvin Leport
banjo, econd guitar on "Blue Yes
terday{ and "Keep The Candles 
Burnin;". Special Guest: Kathy 
Chiavo1 - harmony vocal on ''Pure 

Homemade Love." 

by Ken Reynolds 
"Pure Homemade Love" is the 

third nationally released album by 
the "Herd". This Athens, Ohio group 
has a sound that is uniquely their 
own. Their tight instrumentation and 
pristine vocal harmonies are a real 
crowd pleaser. Along with being 
outstanding musicians, they are a 
warm and friendly bunch of guys, a 
fact that I discovered when I had the 
opportunity to talk with them in 
Owensboro, Kentucky in 1993. 

Songs from their two previous 
recordings have placed on the na
tional charts, and they have received 
regional and national awards for 
"Entertaining Band of The Year". 
The "Herd" was nominated for the 
IBMA "Emerging Artist of The 
Year" award, which should tell you 
a lot about their musical ability. 

As you listen to this recording, 
I think it will become evident why 
so much favorable publicity has been 
lavished on them. 

The group has included two 
original songs on this project writ
ten or co-written by bassist Jeff 
Weaver. Jeff wrote the tune "/Can 
Face The Rain" and collaborated 
with Randall Hylton on "When The 
Dam Breaks." They have also in
cluded an old Delmore Brothers 
tune, "I Don't Know Why" and a 
song by the late Marty Robbins en
titled "Bend In The River." 

The ''Herd's" dedication to de
livering a tight, solid sound has 
earned them the reputation as be
ing one of the most outstanding 
groups on the circuit today. 

If you enjoy bluegrass music 
delivered in a style that's ftrst rate, 
pick up a copy of "Pure Home
made Love" and join the "Herd" 
generation. 

New recording releases ... 
"DownTheRoadToHome"
Connie & Babe and the Backwoods 
Boys 
Rounder Records, CD 0298 
"Long Long Way" - Copperline 
Hoosier Records, HR CD 002 
"Just A Five-String and a Fiddle" 
- Gerald Evans and Joe Mullins 
Rebel Records, CD 1724 
"Back in Bakersfield Again" -
Pacific Crest 
Rosewood Music, CD BH-1003 
"Smile" -Andy Padlo 
Self produced, CD AP 0001 
"The Artistry of the 6-String 
Banjo" - Harvey Reid 
Woodpecker Records, CD WP 110 
"Carolina Memories" -
Ric-O-Chet 

Rebel Records, CD 1722 
"Classic Stanley" -Ralph Stanley 
with Roy Lee centers, Ricky Skaggs 
& Keith Whitley 
Freeland Records, 2 CD 9002 
"Diamond Joe"- Joe Val 
Rounder Records, CD 11537 

ohn McEuen "Acoustic Traveller" -- on the edge 
Vanguard Records 
CD-79484-2 
1299 Ocean A venue 
Santa Monica, CA 90401 

Songs: Gypsy Knights, Fisher's, 
Keep Walking, Turki innastra, 
Acoustic Traveller, Moonlight 
Dancing, Lady's Choice, Old Coun
try, Homecoming, Go lightly In The 
Night, Back N 4th In Pahrump, Ne
vada, After Dark, I Am A Pilgrim, 
Mr. Eo jangles, Gypsy Knights 

Personnel: John McEuen - mando
lin, guitar, lap guitar, claw hammer 
banjo, banjo, koto, lap steel, vocals; 
Jonathan McEuen - electric guitar, 
mythm guitar. 0n cuts s. 7, s & 12: 
David Hoffner- hammered dulci
mer synthethizer and Rhoades pi
ano; John Vogt- bass; David Coe
ftddle; Kenny Malone - percussion. 
On cuts 14, 6, 9-11, 13-15: Randy 
Tico -bass; Phil Salazar - fiddle; 
Mike Mullin - mandolin; Lorenzo 
Martinez - percussion; Dom 
Camardella - piano and synthethizer; 
Billy Pruett - recorders and flute. 

by S. L. McClain 
What influences would a coun

try musician pick up if he traveled 
the world with his acoustic instru
ments, taking musical photographs 
along the w·ay? Answering this 
query with a collection of acoustic 
alchemy, John McEuen takes you 
on a musical sojourn that is as en
lightening as it is diverse. 

For his third Vanguard Records 

release, John teamed up with noted 
producer/keyboardis t, Dom 
Camardella (his engineer for TNT 
movie "The Good Old Boys"). 
Together they take this string 
wizard's vintage acoustic instru
ments into new musical territory, 
touching on sounds some might call 
New Age, Americana, Ambient, 
Gypsy grass, new country or even 
Baroque. 

McEuen says of "Acoustic 

Page 14- Bluegrass Breakdown- March, 1996 

Traveller": "It's all here, influences 
from growing up through folk era to 
rock and roll, living the dream of 
travelling the world over, perform
ing in more than 4,000 towns, and 
playing with some of the great mu
sicians in the world". 'Ths album 
gives the listener my vivid impres
sions of the life I have been fortu
nate to live through my music." 

Throughout his 20+ years with 
the Nitty Gritty Dirt Band, string 

wizard John McEuen pursued his 
main musical mission in life: to 
share the sounds of his traditional 
acoustic instruments with the 
masses. This trademark element of 
the band's 'sound' centered around 
John's mandolin, banjo, fiddle, gui
tar, dulcimer, lap guitar, dobro and 
other odd instruments that made 
their way on to NGDB recordings. 
These contributions were the icing 
on the band's musical cake. 

By the 1980's, McEuen was 
applying to the acoustic guitar his 
unique, stylistic approach of banjo 
tunings and techniques more and 
more. During his latter NGDB years 
restrictions caused by band com
mitments left little time to pursue 
broader musical styles and experi
mentation. By 1986, a new door of 
opportunity opened as John's fresh 
approach to acoustic music earned 
him recognition as an artist for the 
musical scoring of major films. 
Motivated by new creative goals, 
John left the band to pursue fresh 
musical directions. 

Now, Acoustic Traveller intro
duces John McEuen's new music
for the ftrst time·with his acoustic 
guitar in the forefront, and his arse
nal of other stringed instruments in 
a more supportive role. 

Backing John on the recording 
are his son Johnathan, Dom 
Camardella, Phil Salazar, Randy 
Tico, Mike Mullins, David Hoffner, 
John Vogt , David Coe, Kenny 
Malone, Lorenzo Martinez, and 
Billy Pruett. Not many of these 

musicians are familiar to this blue
grass fan, other than Southern Cali
fornians Phil Salazar and Mike 
Mullins, both former members of 
the Acousticats. 

It is difficult to describe the 
music on Acoustic Traveller since it 
such an eclectic mix of musical 
styles. All but two of the songs were 
written by John McEuen, and all are 
interesting and entertaining to listen 
to. The level of musicianship dis
played is precise, pleasing to the ear 
and flawless . 

If you are a traditional BLUE
GRASS fan, this one is not for you. 
But those of you who enjoy expand
ing your Bluegrass horizons to lis
ten to new music and excellent mu
sicians, will want to add it to your 
record collection. 

For a preview of Acoustic Trav
eller, you have two opportunities to 
see and hear John McEuen in North
em California this month. He will 
be performing with The Acoustic 
Travellers band (Don Camardella, 
Phil Salazar, Randy Tico, Tom 
Corbett, Jonathan McEuen, and 
Jesse Sidenberg)at 
• Monday, March 4th at Palookaville 

in Santa Cruz, California. For 
information or tickets, call (400) 
458-2313. 

• Tuesday, March 5th at the }<'reight 
and Salvage Coffee House in Ber
keley, California. For informa
tion or tickets, call (510) 548-
1761. 



CBA's 21st Annual Father's Day Weekend Bluegrass Festival 
Band Performance Schedule 

Thursday - June 13th 4: 15 - 5:00p.m. Alison Krauss Sunday- June 16th 
10:15- 11 am. & Union Station 10:00 am. - 12:30 Gospel Show 
Due West 5:10- 5:40p.m. Ooggers 12:30 - 1:30 p.m. Lunch Break 
11:10 am.- 11:55 Osborne 5:40 - 6:50p.m. Dinner Break &Workshops 

Brothers &Workshops 1:30 - 2:15p.m. Front Range 
11:55-2:00 Lunch and 6:50 - 7:20p.m. Kids on Stage 2:25- 3:10p.m. Doyle Lawson 

Workshops 7:30 - 8:15p.m. Mac Wiseman & Quicksilver 
2:00 - 2:45p.m. Jody Stecher 8:25- 9:10p.m. IIIrd Tyme Out 3:20- 4:05p.m. Bluegrass 

and Kate Brislin 9:20- 10:05 p.m. Alison Krauss Patriots 
2:55 - 3:40p.m. Mac Wiseman & Union Station 4: 15 - 5:00p.m. New Asheville 
3:50- 4:35p.m. Skeeter& 10:15-11:00p.m. Osborne Grass 

the Skidmarks Brothers 5: 10 - 5:55p.m. Witcher Brothers 
4:35 - 6:45p.m. Dinner Break 6:05 - 6:50p.m. Doyle Lawson 

and Workshops Saturday - June 15th & Quicksilver 
6:45 - 7:30p.m. Chris Jones & 10:00 - 10:45 a.m. New 

the Night Drivers Asheville Grass Note: Band perfonnance schedule 
7:40- 8:25p.m. Mac Wiseman 11:00- 11:45 a.m. Witcl~r is subject to change due to band 
8:35 - 9:20p.m. Jody Stecher Brothers tranvel arrangements and other 

and Kate Brislin 11:45-1:15p.m. Lunch committments. Final schedule will 
9:30- 10:15 p.m. Ric-0-ClJ.et and Workshops be available in the on-site program. 
10:25- 11:15 p.m. Osborne 1: 15 - 2:00p.m. Front Range 

Brothers 2: 15 -3:00p.m. Continental Workshop Shedule and 
Divide Childrens' Program Schedule will 

3: 15 - 4:30p.m. IIIrd Tyme Out be available in the festival program. 
Friday - June 14th 4:45 - 5: 15 p.m. Ooggers 

9:55- 10:40 a.m. Skeeter& 5: 15 -7:00pm. Dinner Break Mail order advance tickets are 
the Skidmarks &Workshops now on sale. Save$$$ by purchas-

10:50- 11:35 am. Due West 7:00 - 7:30p.m. Kids on Stage ing your tickets in advance(by June 
11:45- 12:30 p.m. Ric-0-ClJ.et 7:40- 8:10p.m. Presentations 5th). Ticket order form is on page 
12:30- 1:30 p.m. Lunch Break & Board Intro. 17 of this issue. 

&Workshops 8:20 - 9:05p.m. Continental Tickets will also be available at 
1 :30 - 2: 15 p.m. Continental Divide all BASS outlets, 5th String Music 

Divide 
2:25- 3:10p.m. Chris Jones & 

the Night Drivers 
3:20- 4:05p.m. IIIrd Tyme Out 

9:15- 10:00 p.m. Bluegrass 
Patriots 

10:10- 10:55 p.m. Doyle Lawson 
& Quicksilver 

Store in Berkeley, Jack's House of 
Music in Sacramento, Gryphon 
Stringed Instruments in Palo Alto, 
and other stores to be amounced. 

NEW ASHEVILLE GRASS - (seated) Nicholas Chandler- mandolin, 
Desi Murphy- banjo; (standing) Matthew Norton- bass and Lawrence 
Dillingham - guitar. The band will be making their first Calafomia 
appearance at the CBA's Father's Day Weekend Bluegrass Festival 
this June. 

Spend five days of instrumental and vocal instruction with some of the nation's finest 

acoustic musicians and most professional instructors: 

0 Laurie Lewis, music coordinator, fiddle 

0 Peter McLaughlin, guitar 0 Jim Nunally, guitar 

0 Todd Phillips, bass 0 
0 Craig Smith, banjo 0 
0 Rob Ickes, dobro 

Tom Rozum, mandolin 

Lynn Morris, banjo 

Plus additional instructors on fiddle, guitar and dobro 
Enjoy a week at Nehalem, on the beautiful Oregon Coast. Comfortable campsights are available at the 
Nehalem Bay State Park, and nearby Manzanita offers a variety of motels and vacation homes. Sign up 
now for an unforgettable week at the beach. 
For more information about this great event, call Stephen Ruffo at (360) 385-6836. 

r---------_.,...-- "!!!!.-• 
1 Enroll me in i 
1 Bluegrass at the Beach I 
I Name: I 
I Address: _________ _ 

; City, State, Zip: -------

1 
I Phone(day): --------
1 (eve): 
I 
I 
1 Instrument: 

0 Enclosed is my $270.00 registration fee 
0 Enclosed is my $130.00 deposit 
Balance due no later than July 1, 1996 

100% Cotton T -Shirt size: 0 Sm 
0 Med 0 Lg 0 XL 0 XXL I 
0 Enclosed is $10 for my T -shirt 

We reserve the right to cancel any class or 
the entire program should enrollment be 
insufficient. 

Please note: All participants should 
have at least a basic knowledge of their 
instruments. Guitar and banjo students 
will be divided into two classes. We will 
contact you to discuss your skill/eve/ 
and preferences. 

I Mail to: The Oregon Bluegrass 
I Association, PO Box 1115, Portland, 
I OR 97207. For more information call 
I Stephen Ruffo at (360) 385-6836 
. ______________ .. 
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Further travels of a Bluegrass Junkie 
by M.D. "Pepper" Culpepper 

Terry Eldredge called me in 
niid-December and invited me to 
Fin him am Mike Bub h the Clnist
mas holidays, so Tuesday, Decem
ber 19th, I flew to Nashville. At 
4:34p.m. Terry and banjo player 
deluxe, George Buckner, picked 
me up and we took the short drive to 
Terry and Mike's home in North 
Nashville. Joe Quealy owns the 
house and he had called me from his 
Santa Maria, California home and 
said I could use his bedroom for the 
whole week. 

Terry, Mike and I didn' t get to 
sit and visit very long as they bad to 
be at the Bluegrass Country Club by 
6 p.m. Terry, Mike, Jason Carter, 
Ron McCoury and Rob McCoury 
bad agreed to play at a Christmas 
party held for Dr. Dan's medical 
staff and their friends. 

As most private clubs do at 
Christmas time, the Bluegrass Coun
try Club had at least four other par
ties going on at the same time, but 
none bad live Bluegrass music, so 
guess where most everyone ended 
up. In fact, because of popular 
clemand, The Sidemen played so 
long that we all just barely made it to 
the Station Inn in time for them to 
start the evening's festivities on time. 
It was Tuesday, and as many ofyou 
all know, the Sidemen always play 
there if they are in town and well. 

Gene Wooten was too sick to 
play and Mike Compton bas re
placed Ronnie on mandolin, so to a 
slightly different sound, the annual 

_ Stati.on Inn Christmas party began. 
Five douarsl(ot you an evening of 
music and a complete barbecued 
meal. A full house with some stand
ing - all enjoying it, but no one 
enjoying it more than me. I visited 
a good number of friends,including 
one called 'The Godfather of Blue
grnss" by 'Th: Sidemen - Dan Hays. 
He came in from Owensboro, Ken
tucky and his IBMA office just for 
the evening's entertainment. He 
and I sat at his table and visited in 
between songs and during the hmd' s 
breaks between sets. 

Ed Dye and his wife, Charlene, 
came in from Oxford, Mississippi. 
'Th:y came by the boose, but couldn't 
get in. They had brought their three 
dogs and hamster with them. They 
left their animals in their vehicle and 
got to the Station Inn in time to join 
everyone playing the second set Ed 
has a major contribution to any band 
he performs with and I enjoy his 
madcap antics any time I am lucky 

Time to clean out 
your closets? 

enough to be able to see him. 
Jimmy Campbell gave his mike 

to Chris Sharp and his fiddle. Some 
time ago I met Chris in California 
when he was in the service. He is 
from North Carolina and can play 
guitar or mandolin with the best He 
and George Buckner stay together 
and whenever I am in Nashville, 
they come over and visit with me 
and always end up picking and sing
ing with someone. 

Another good friend, Jim 
Britton, replaced Rob McCoury for 
a few songs. Jim is the banjo picker 
in larry Sparks' band, so you know 
he's good. Ernie Sykes not only 
helped with the sound, he was part 
of the second show as well . He 
plays bass for Eddie Adcock's band, 
so I imagine everyone bas beard 
him sing. He has a beautiful voice. 
Besides his other duties this night, 
he was the official Santa Claus and 
with the red suit and white beard, be 
was a natural. We left the Inn in the 
wee hours of the morning and at 
3:00am., I called ''Uncle" and went 
to bed. 

Ed, Terry and Mike were still 
sitting in front of the fireplace talk
ing about the night's activities. 
Those yOtmg guys can sleep all day, 
but I can't I need at least four bOW'S 
sleep and it didn' t take me long to 
get into my "fast sleep mode". 

The next day (Wednesday), 
Eddie Stubbs called in the afternoon 
to remind us that tooight was the last 
show Kitty Wells would be doing at 
Ernest Tubb' s Theatre (part of the 
Ernest Tubb' s Record Shop, across 
the street from the Opry Hotel). I 
told him I'd !rive Mike Bub the 
message and we would be there -
I wouldn' t miss it I have loved to 
bear Kitty sing since 1952 when her 
fiiStrecording came out "It Wasn't 
God Who Made Honky Tonk An
gels". It didn' t take long for the 
song to make it to the top of the 
Country music surveys . A lot of 
other music lovers noticed her after 
that. She was #1 Female Artist and 
Vocalist in Cashbox Magazine's 
Awards and Billboard Magazine 
Awards for ten years (1954-1965) 
and, in 1976, she was inducted into 
the Country Music Hall of Fame. 

Johnny Wright (of Johnny and 
Jack fame) and Kitty Wells have 
been married fifty-eight years and 
their son, Bobby Wright, has a lead 
singing part in their show. He has 
been in Johnny and Kitty's band for 
some twenty years after coming 

See your unwanted instruments, 
cases, camping equipment, RVs, or 
whatever ... with a Classified Ad in the 
Bluegrass Breakdown. 

Reach over 2200 bluegrass ori
ented readera each month. 

To place your ad, see rates on 
page 2. Send payment and ad copy to: 

Suzanne Denison, Editor 
The Bluegrass Breakdown 
P.O.Box9 
Wilseyville, CA 95257 
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home from Hollywood where for 
four years he played the part of 
Willie Moss, the radio operator on 
ABC's long-nmning TV comedy 
series "McHale's Navy". 

As it was their last show at the 
E T. Theater (at least fornow ), there 
were a good number of relatives in 
the audience and, before the evening 
was over, Johnny introduced most 
of them. I really enjoyed their per
formance and the evening. Mike 
Bub and I both bought Kitty Wells' 
Family Souvenir Album and their 
book entitled: •'The Life and Leg
end of Kitty Wells, Johnny Wright 
-and Chronicling the Career of 
Johnny and Jack". I have spent 
hours browsing through it at home 
this last month. - especially since 
our Winter rains have started. 

As we always do at least once 
when I come to Nashville, Terry, 
Mike and I have lunch in Jack 
Arnold's Restaurant. We decided 
that as it was Thursday, and I would 
be leaving Monday, we had better 
go now. Jack's place isn't known to 
your ordinary Nashville tourist, but 
some of the more important "cogs" 
in Nashville's "music wheel" eat 
there. It is open only for lunch, no 
fancy meals, but in my notion, 
(serves) tle best food money can 
buy. 

We hai turnip greens, potatoes, 
green beans and chunks of pork 
with cornbread. All the ice tea you 
can drink to wash it down and topped 
off with homemade banana pud
ding. As Terry and Mike always 
plan it, we got there just before they 
closed for the day and, as usual, Jack 
Arnold came over to our table to 
visit and, of course, to swap our 
jokes for ones he had heard that day 
from the likes of Chet Adkins and 
others who had eaten there. We 
always hav e a nice visit with Jack 
and it doesn' t seem to bother him 
that I am from California - Ha! 

Friday, Ed and Charlene Dye, 
Mike, Teny and I went "Backstage" 
at the Opry. Terry bad to work as be 
plays guitar and sings on the Osborne 
Brothers ' Show . Also Jimmy 
Campbell plays fiddle for Jim and 
Jesse and the Virginia Boys, so he 
was there too. Before the evening 
was over, his brother and mother 
from Aorida came to town and in a 
round-about-way got word to Jimmy 
that they were across the street After 
the show, Jimmy met with them and 
took them to his home. They stayed 
there for Christmas holidays with 
Marcia and Jimmy. 

Saturday evening is a good time 
to go to Uncle Bud's Catfish House 
and I guess that's why we got to 12th 
and Porte r s a little later than we 
wanted. It took "a while" to fill us 
up. Anyway at the night club, The 
Nashville Jug Band performed and, 
once again, I had the opportunity to 
see something that isn't done too 
often. 

Co-fowxled by Ed Dye and Jill 
Klein in the early 80s and, as Ed tells 
it: "At a party held at Jill 's house a 
bunch of us decided to form the 
band. One of the beauties of the 
concept was the different guys from 
different idioms (namely Bluegrass, 

M.D. "Pepper" Culpepper 

Rock 'n' Rol.l,JazzandBlues)". Jill 
is the only one of the boys that is a 
girl, and her torchy singing all but 
takes over the stage at times during 
Jug Band shows. She likes the 
music of Billie Holliday, Sister 
Rosetta Thorpe, Helen Humes and 
Victoria Spivey - and believe me, 
it shows when she takes center stage. 

Ed Dye and Charlotte got mar
ried a couple of years ago and moved 
to Santa Fe, New Mexico. It looked 
like the end of the Jug Band, but 
recently they moved to Oxford, 
Mississippi, and everyone is glad 
that Ed (now) lives close enough to 
revive the band at least two times 
each year. 

-Ed is the catalyst that keeps 
things rolling. He is not only the 
Fmcee and one of the principal sing
ers, but the whole show revolves 
around him and be is on the move 
from band member to band member 
- no matter who is playing and 
singing. In his own words - he acts 
really like a traffic cop and directs 
the band's next move. 

Since the band's conception, at 
one time or another, people that 
performed in The Jug Band (and 
most are still in it) include: Ed Dye 
(bones or dobro,lead vocals), Jill 
Klein (percussion, lead vocals), Sam 
Bush (fiddle, mandolin), John 
Hedgecoth (jug. tenjo), Roy Huskey 
Jr. (upright bass), Tommy Gold
smith (lead vocals, guitar), David 
Olney (lead vocals, guitar, har
monica), Mike Henderson (lead 
vocals, National steel guitar), Pat 
McLaughlin (lead vocals, mando
lin), Dean Crum (banjo), and the list 
goes on and on. For instance, this 
night, Mike Compton played man
dolin, Jason Carter played fiddle 
and, last but not least, Mark 
O'Conner played fiddle as only be 
can. 

It was common knowledge that 
this was not just an everyday hap
pening in Nashville, and if you 
wanted to get into the club, you had 
better get there early. We didn't and 
the only reason they let us in was 
because Ed Dye lived with Terry 
and Mike for so many years. We got 
in, but there wasn't an empty seat in 
the club and, believe me, it was 

Photo by Miles Ward 
crowded. For the moment, we all 
scattered out and in my search for a 
good place to stand to see it all, I 
ended up on the balcony. By the 
time the second show started, ev
eryone had joined me including 
former Virginia Squires member 
Ricky Simpkins who is currently 
with the Tony Rice Unit. A good 
time was had by all . 

Christmas Eve morning, Ed and 
Olarlene loaded up early and headed 
home to Oxford, Mississippi, some 
four hours away. That evening 
Terry, Mike and I went to Mary and 
Mike Compton's house for their 
Christmas Eve Dinner and Picking 
Party. With Mike playing mando
lin, terry on guitar and lead vocals, 
Mike on bass, and three-time Guitar 
Player of the Year, David Grier to 
start the music off, it didn' t take too 
long for things to swing into high 
gear. For me, it was a laid back, 
restful experience on my last night 
in Nashville. 

After a good night's sleep, we 
relaxed in front of the beautiful 
Christmas tree that Terry had gone 
out and picked up and decorated by 
himself before I got there. What a 
pair to draw to - Mike cleans floors 
and washes dishes, cooks good 
meals when we stay home, and Terry 
handles everything else. He even 
took me to the airport before they 
went to Terry's Mom and Dad's 
place where they had a party that 
every Bluegrass musician in Nash
ville attended. 

I was already on a plane headed 
for Sheridan, California, my home. 
But Mr. Eldredge told me over the 
phone before I left that they would 
have another picking party when I 
carne back to Nashville the firs t 
week of February for SPBGMA's 
21st Bluegrass Awards Show and 
National Convention. 

Today is Monday, January 29th, 
and I fly out to Nashville at 6:05 
am Tuesday and, if the good I.Drd' s 
willing and the creek runs dry, I'll 
be at The Station Inn tomorrow night 
listening to The Sidemen once again 
My good buddy, Don Critchley, is 
flying in from Triangle, Virginia, to 
share a room and six days of Blue
grass music with me. 



21st Annual C.B.A,.Veekend 

BLU · FESTIV. 
June 13- 16. 1996 

al lhe Nevada County Fairgrounds in Grass Valley. CA 
• ALISON KRAUSS AND UNION STATION (Friday ONLY) 

• MAC WISEMAN (Thursday and Friday) 

• IIIRD TYME OUT 

• THE OSBORNE BROTHERS (Thursday and Friday) 

• DOYLE LAWSON & QUICKSILVER 
Friday and Saturday Saturday and Sunday . 

• DAVID PARMLEY, SCOTT VESTAL & CONTINENTAL DIVIDE • 
Friday and Saturday 

PLUS 
• Bluegrass Patriots • Kate Brislin & Jody Stecher • Due West • Front Range • Chris Jones & The Night Drivers • . 

• New Asheville Grass • Ric-O-Chet • Skeeter & The Skidmarks • The Witcher Brothers • . 

And Cloggers to be added- 4 DAYS OF FAMILY FUN! 
•Wednesday Children's Concert • Camping •Children's Program a114 days •Jamming • 

• Food, Soft Drinks, Ice, Arts and Crafts, and Music Related Vendors on site at the Nevada County Fairgrounds • 

Come and join us in our 21st Annual Fathers' Day Weekend Bluegrass Festival June 13-16, 1996 at the Nevada County 
Fairgrounds in Grass Valley, California. 
Four days of family fun, jamming, workshops, Children's Programs, and the best in-Bluegrass and Old Time Mu:s~•..rt-
stage under the beautiful pine trees in Grass Valley. 

Things You Should Know 
·Festival is held rain or shine - no refunds. 
·Absolutely no pets allowed on the festival grounds. 
·Camping is in the rough on the festival site beginning Monday, June 10-June 12 for a fee of $13 per unit per night(lots 
of grass and big pine trees), limited hookups available, on a first-come, first-served basis. 
·Camping during the festival is included in 3 and 4 day tickets. 
·No alcohol is served on the festival grounds. 
·Bring lawn chairs or blankets for seating. 
·Festival is held rain or shine -- ABSOLUTELY NO REFUNDS 

----------------------------------------------------

Advance Tickets 
(until June 5. 1995) 

CBA MEMBERS ONLY 
4-Day Adult Member .. ..... .. .. .. .. .. $58.00 
4-Day Senior Citizen Member* .. $52.00 
4-Day Teenage Member ..... .... .. $29.00 
3-Day Adult Member .. ... .... .. .. .... $46.00 
3-DayTeenage Member .. ... ...... $23.00 

NON-MEMBER PRICES 
4-Day Adult ............... ... ............. $63.00 
4-Day Teenager (13-1 8) .. .. ..... ... $31.50 
3-Day Adult .... .... ... ..... .. ... .. .. .... .. $51 .00 
3-Day Teenager (13-18)-......... ... $26.00 

Individual Day Ticket Prices* 
Thursday Only .... .... .... .... .. ... .... . $15. 00 
Friday Only .. ..... ....... .. ..... ... .... ... $20.00 
Saturday Only .. ....... ...... ...... .. .. .. $25.00 
Sunday Only .. ..... ... ....... .... .. .... .. $15.00 

*No member discount is available on 
single day tickets. 
Children 12 and under are free. Camr:r 
ing is included in price of 3 and 4 day 
tickets. 
Membership Discount prices are avail
able for CBA members only. 

""ADVANCE TICKETORDER FORM,.., 

Members cannot purchase more tick
ets at these prices than they have votes 
on their membership. *Senior Citi
zens are those CBA members who are 
65 years old or older. No discounts 
given at the gate. 
4-Day Tickets at the gate are $75.00 
per peson. 3-Day gate tickets are $60.00 
per person. No discounts are available. 

Please send me the following: 

__ 4-dayMember Adult tickets 
__ 4-d a y Senicr Member Tickets 
__ 4-d ay Member Teen tickets 
__ 3-day Member Adult tickets 
__ 3-d ay Member Teen tickets 
__ 4-d ay Non-member tickets 
_ _ 4-Day Non-memerteen tickets 
_ _ 3-Day Non-member tickets 
_ _ 3-Day Non-member Teenager 
__ Thurooay tickets 
_ _ Friday tickets 
__ Saturday tickets 
__ Sunday tickets 

Each 
@ $53.00 
@ $47.00 
@ $26.50 
@ $41.00 
@ $20.50 
@ $58.00 
@ $29.00 
@ $46.00 
@ $23.00 
@ $15.00 
@ $20.00 
@ $25.00 
@ $15.00 

Total 

Date of order ________ Total amount endosed: $ ____ _ 

NAME---------------------------------------- PHONE( 
~~-----------------------

ADORE MEMBER~--------

CITY STATE.__ ZIP------------------

Please send your check or money order (made payable to the California Bluegrass Association) and a stamped-self-addressed envelope 
with all orders to: David Runge, Advance Ticket Sales 

215 Grant Avenue 
Petaluma, CA 94952. 

For further information call (707) 762-8735 
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Riding the Bluegrass Train ... or: "Pain 45" 
by Rick Abrams 

I can't vouch for railroad time, 
but if my Japanese watch is 

accurate, it was 3:15 a.m. when the 
chef of the Amtrak Coast Starlight 
stepped on my head. 

He was a large and angry man; 
and no, you are not reading this 
wrong: It took a full day to wash the 
imprint off the side of my face. I 
stand 6-foot-2 -but I am an easy 
target when asleep on the floor of a 
rumbling train; and therein lies a 
tale. 

In September of 1994, Dave 
Runge called my house in Sacra
mento, California, 'T m organizing 
a train trip for bluegrass and old
time music faus," he told me. ''Since 
your band (the Piney Creek Wea
sels) is booked in late February at 
the WinterGrass Festival in Tacoma, 
(Washington), we'd like to hire you 
to play oo the train [ride] up there -
we' 11 even throw in a little extra!" 

"Hease, Dave," I pleaded ''Not 
again. .. " 

You should know that Dave 
Runge is an overachiever; a tireless 
organizer; he's built like a pro wres
tler and he wears ooe of those curly
Q mustaches that must have taken 
five years to cultivate. 

"Look," he said, "this trip's 
ooly going to take 20 hours - its not 
like the 30-hour train trip we took to 
Fort Collins, Colorado, for the Mid
winter Festival - the one where 
•- uu 4 your bass player slept in the 

· &pdluDggag~'raick."1 . d " 
'Aw, ave, rep te , you 

know as well as I do it's impossible 
to sleep oo the tram. Unless you· ve 
got a room - and for the price of a 
room, you can take a plane and be 
there in one tenth the time!" 

Dave was unimpressed .. . "It 
sure would be a shame to disappoint 
the passengers - besides, we've 
agreed to chip in and pay you guys ... " 

I remember thinking: "What is 
this, a guilt trip or a train trip? But 
I also remember that I held my 
tongue. There's a certain appeal to 
taking a train to a bluegrass festival; 
never mind that nolxxly sleeps. 

Consider our first trip -east
ward over the towering Sierra Ne
vada mountains and into the spec
tacular Rockies where we were 
booked to play the Mid-winter Fes-

tival: 
There were majestic OOld eagles 

atop telephone poles so close to the 
window you could see the reflection 
of the train in their eyes; there were 
cattle in shaggy coats poking at 
brown shoots in the snow; people 
skinny-dipping in hot springs 75 
feet below the railroad trestle (I think 
this is where I nearly broke my nose 
against the window), and fields of 
Canada geese so thick you'd think it 
was a pillow factory. 

And inside the car: fifty or so 
fans, most of them members of the 
California Bluegrass Associatioo -
picnic coolers between the seats, a 
sort of rolling potluck going on, 
people trading Slim Jims and 
chicken legs, some sipping glasses 
of chilled Chardonnay and others 
guzzling warm water out of paper 
cups from the Amtrak dispenser. 

There were jams at all hours; 
banjo pickers hugging the aisles as 
the train lurched, acoustic bass play
ers wielding their huge instruments 
like crossing guards as strangers 
tried to maneuver through to the 
dining car, and ultimately the poor 
lost soul with the pogo-stick-and
pie-plate noisemaker who happened 
into our car on the way to the bath
room and thought he had stumbled 
into heaven. 

(I hq>e doctors have found that 
man .. He was a nire guy, but peqJle 
who just happen to boanl trains with 
pie plate noisemakers make banjo 
pickers seem sane.) 

I should add though that Ken 
Seaman, who runs the Mid-winter 
festival, should have been happy -
the pie plate guy was so entranced 
that he bought a ticket to the show. 

There is, however, a downside 
to train travel - especially if you 
stand 5 foot-10 or more. 

By day, Amtrak's wide recliner 
seats make for comfortable travel. 
By night, they make old school desk 
chairs seem inviting: After tossing 
and turning for hours, I rebelled 
along with bass player Ron Morris: 
We climbed into the overhead lug
gage racks, where we slept like ba
bies. 

At least Ron did. 
See, Amtrak has a policy: At 

approximately 2:30 a.m. the con
ductors walk through dimly lit cars 

WELCOME TOT ACOMA·· Anne Dye (left) met Mary and Dave 
Runge and Jerry Ashford with tim huge welcome sign as they arrived 
in Tacoma. 
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and feel their way across the racks to 
make sure that the suitcases are se
cure. If not, the train could lurch and 
some unlucky passenger could wind 
up with one heck of a headache. 

Witnesses tell me I was fast 
asleep, or as Steve Goodman's won
derful song says, "rocking to the 
gentle beat," when the conductor 
nonchalantly worked his way up 
my leg and grasped my forehead . 
His eyes grew large as baseballs 
when I jwnped To his credit, he ran 
like the train was on fire. Me; I 
couldn't sleep all night. 

My wife was not happy when 
I woke her up to complain. 

I never received an apology 
from Amtrak; but I'm not bitter. I 
guess that conductor wasn't expect
ing a drooling suitcase, and after a 
year, frankly I have put it past me. 
At least I thought I did until Dave 
Runge called with news of another 
trip. 

This time 65 bluegrass fans 
would be heading from northern 

much closer of a family as we travel 
together. _" 

In the interest of fair play, I 
should tell you that Dave Runge 
deserves to kick back. Consider 
what he goes through on the busi
nessend: 

"To get the most reasonable 
price you have to negotiate with 
Amtrak far in advance," he said. 
'They're constantly adjusting their 
pricing structure, so negotiations 
start like eleven mooths before, then 
a price gets locked in about five 
months prior to the trip." 

(For those of you who are in
trigued by the idea of a festival train 
excursion, Rtmge suggests that pro
spective organizers cootact Amtrak 
when the airlines are having one of 
their frequent fare wars. The train 
people sometimes run a special of 
their own, he says. last year Amtrak 
also provided bluegrassers with their 
own car.) 

Dave signs up prospective pas
sengers throughout northern Cali-

But that isn't his main motivation. 
y greatest satisfaction comes from 
watching other people enjoy them
selves, being exposed and involved 
with the bluegrass and old-time 
music. I can open a can of sardines 
and sip a glass of wine and what 
more could you ask for?" 

Suffice to say it was Dave's 
hard work - not sardines - that 
lured the Weasels back. And let's 
talk scenery: 

"It's like that soog, 'Riding On 
The City of New Orleans,"' says 
Mary Rtmge. ''You're saying 'good 
morning to America,' and seeing a 
part of the country you could never 
see from the freeway." 

During the trip to Tacoma we 
hovered by rushing streams where 
trout fisherman plied their luck, lines 
from their flies whipping in the wind 
We glided past the majestic snow
covered spires of Mt. Shasta, north
em California's largest mountain, 
into the lush and rocky terrain of 
southern Oregon. Late at night, 

RICK ABRAMS •• (second from right) is pictured on the Wintergrass '95 Festival Stage along with fellow 
Piney Creek Weasels, Rocky Rioux, Hugh Hoeger and Eric Anderson. 

California to Tacoma to attend the 
acclaimed WinterGrass Bluegrass 
Festival. Bill Momoe was headlin
ing. The Cox Family was there, as 
well as the Nashville Bluegrass 
Band, and more than 40 other big 
name acts. 

Runge and his tireless wife 
Mary had worked for five months to 
put an excursion together, and best 
of all they had received a bargain 
rate of only $88 per person round 
trip! It was not ooly a heck of a deal 
from Amtrak; Dave was waxing 
eloquent to anybody who would 
listen: 

"Consider the relaxed atmo
sphere of getting there," he said. 
"You can drive it but it's a hassle, 
you can fly, but it's a hassle at the 
airport. For me, when the train 
starts, I kick back, kick my shoes off 
and enjoy the ride - especially 
when I get great entertainment on 
board. 

"A lot of it has to do with the 
bluegrass family as well ... We're all 
one big family and we become that 

fornia, then notifies Amtrak of their 
specific boarding sites . He also 
works a package deal with the 
Sheratoo Hotel in Ta:oma - $72.54 
per night per couple, and compiles 
information to help the hotel match 
smokers and noo-smokers to rooms 
(king sized beds or two double beds). 

WinterGrass has had been so 
successful that Runge's room nego
tiations with the Sheraton began a 
year earlier, although some other 
hotels remain available. 

In addition, Dave publicizes 
the excursion in the California Blue
grass Association' Bluegrass Break
down and the Santa Cruz Bluegrass 
Society's Bluegrass By The Bay. 
He makes calls, sends letters, col
lects the fares and keeps the books. 
(CBA members Bob and Dorothy 
Gillirn volunteer as ride coordina
tors and goodwill ambassadors.) 

Some may ask: What does 
Dave Runge get for all his hard 
work? Well, there is a perk .. . For 
every 16 passengers he signs up, 
Amtrak gives him a free train ticket 

Photo by Stan Dye 

from the swivel-seats in the clear
domed observation car you could 
lean back and bathe yourself in the 
light of the constellations. 

By the time the Coast Starlight 
glided past the rippling waters of 
Puget Sound and into the terminal 
everylxxly was bleary-eyed from a 
loog night of chicken gnawing, wine 
sipping, and wild picking; the Piney 
Creek Weasels providing high-en
ergy old-time music; and Sidesaddle 
& Co., a dynamic bluegrass band 
matching the rollicking to the sweet 

"The wonderful part was the 
people that were on the trip," recalls 
Jim Nichols, who boarded in San 
Jose, California. "They were all 
friends - and the conductors were 
great. One of them wanted to hear 
'Orange Blossom Special' - Lee 
Ann Welch, (the talented fiddler 
with Sidesaddle & Co.,) played it 
for him. He got a big bang out of 
that." 

CBA member Vic Cearly 
fondly remembers his trip to Colo
rado: "It was incredible seeing the 



Colorado river valley and the elk 
and the spectacular sights where 
you had to lean out the window and 
look straight up to see the sky!" 

And Dave Runge ,-ecalls: "One 
of my favcrite memories was when 
the conductors came in and piped 
the Weasels' picking to the entire 
train through the intercom." 

As for me, I am left with many 
impressions, the greatest of them all 
shaped like a shoe. It happened 
because as the train headed through 
the darkness to Tacoma I hit on the 
best and wor~;t idea r d ev-er had: 

Thefioor. 
There was nobody on it Plenty 

of legroom. It was armmd3 a.m. 
when I dropped my pillow and 
stretched out. I tell you it was bliss; 
steel wheels below my ears, the 
nearby diesel snoring of Weasel's 
bass player Rocky Rioux, a lullaby. 

At least it seemed that way 
until the rancid smell of shoe polish 
crept into my nostrils, followed by a 
crushing headache. 

I opened my eye:; and looked 
upwards at 300 pounds of cook in a 
white outfit and puffy hat; in my 
nightmare state I thought I was be
ing attacked by the Pillsbury Dough 
Boy! 

"What are you doing on the 
floor?" he demanded, and not in a 
courteous tone. 

"Uh. .. sleeping?" 
Wrong answer. "Get up! 

People need to get through here," he 
said before bolting angrily for the 
diner. 

"Serves you right," my wife 
moaned as I dizzily collected my
self and dropped back into my seat 
"Why can't you sleep in a chair like 
everybody else?" 

Not to be a spoilsport but I have 
garnered some empathy from fel
low passengers including Jim 
Nichols' wife, Jackie, who recalls: 

"It was so hard to sleep on that 
train that in the morning my neck 
felt like a wrung-out chicken. In 
addition, somebody's banjo practi
cally wound up in my mouth." 

(I don't know if it was mine, 
but it could have been. At one point 
the train lurched and my banjo -
balanced on a nearby chair - slipped 
and conked my long-suffering wife 
on the lip - an unfortunate mishap 
r m still hearing about nearly a year 
later.) I told Jackie Nichols she was 
lucky - at least she didn't get at
tacked by a banjo. 

Or she could have fared like 
Rocky Rioux. The poor guy re
turned to the Amtrak terminal in 
Sacramento to find that his 1985 
Camaro had been stolen. (It was 
waiting in the police pound, where 
it had been taken after it was recov
ered, although partially stripped.) 

But what about the festival? 
WinteiGrass '95 was a dynamic 

affair with bluegrass legends like 
J.D. Crowe and Peter Rowan so 
accessible you could discuss banjo 
and guitar licks with them in the 
elevators. Mandolinist Roland 
White posed with starry-eyed fans 
and the sound systems were superb. 
There was "parking lot" picking on 
four flights of the hotel, Bill Monroe 
guested in pick-up bands, and flash-

bulbs popped everywhere. 
The bluegrass train passengers 

returned home with photos, auto
graphs, CDs, cassettes, tee shirts 
and sweet memories . 

And the Weasels? Eventually 
people quit asking me about the 
strange shoe-shaped birthmark on 
my face. We were able to put in 

some dynamic, high-energy perfor
mances. And so did Sidesaddle & 
Co. Matter of fact, promoters Rob 
Folsom, Erla Harding and Patrice 
O'Neill asked us back for February 
'96 - and you can bet we're going 
to be there, although therein lies 
another adventure. 

See ... .I got this phone call the 

other day. It was from Dave Runge ... 

Rick Abrams is a novelist, newspa
perman, a first-place winner in the 
clawhammer banjo competition at 
Galax, Virginia, and co-founder of 
Hay Holler Records' Piney Creek 
Weasels old-time string band. 

29th Annual 

Editor's note: This article first ap
peared in the February 1996 issue 
of Bluegrass Unlimited magazine. 
It is reprinted with permission from 
the author. 

Northern Regional 

Fiddle Championships 
Presented By 

California State Ol.d Time Fiddler's Association 

Contest stal'ts at 4:15p.m Fr·iday 
Continues at 8:00 am Saturday 
Concludes at 11:00 pm Saturday 

General admission--$6 each event 
Dance only, Friday night--$4 
Package deal all 3 events--$15 
Children under 12 with adult--free 
Discount rates for seniors and 
CSOTF A members 

Advance tickets available 

RV dry parking also available, 
$10 regardless of length of stay 

March 29th and 30th 

Old-Time Country Dance 
Friday Night at 7:30 

Fiddlers start arriving 
on preceding Sunday. 
Jamming continues 
throughout the week. 

A NON-PROFIT ASSOCIATION DEDICATED TO THE PRESERVATION 
AND PERI'ETUATION OF AUTHENTIC OLD-TIME MUSIC 

Oroville Municipal Auditorium 
Oroville, California 

For Further Information Call (916)-533-7950 
(916)-679-2370 
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How do I get my band going in the right direction? 
by Ken Reynolds 

In the past few months I have 
been approached by a couple of 
different bluegrass bands seeking 
advice on how to market themselves. 
(as if I was some kind of an expert). 
They just don' t understand why 
people aren' t beating down their 
door with job offers. After all, they 
have put together a group of reason
ably talented musicians, they have 
put in countless hours of practice 
petfecting their material, and their 
friends and family think that they 
are the greatest thing that has ever 
happened to bluegrass music. But 
even with all of this, they still can't 
seem to land the gigs they want to 
do. 

First of all, I want to state up 
front, I am not an expert in this field, 
but having been involved in a WOik

ing band for a number of years, I did 
manage to learn a few things about 
the business of making music. Usu
ally the first thing you will hear 
from people that you seek advice 
from is, "put together a demo tape 
and a promo package". But seldom 
can anyone tell you how to put a 
promo pack together or what is 
needed in the package to present 
your group in~ professional man
ner. 

I think a good promo pack is 
essential for a group to sell itself. 
You have to realize that as a new 
band, you are an unknown, and like 
the inventor who has come up with 
a new product, YOU are the one 
who will initially have to try to 
convince the public that your prod
uct is worthy of their attention. 

I'm not going to cover promo 
packs, for I feel that this area has 
been well presented in an article by 
Suzanne Denison in the January is
sue of Bluegrass Breakdown. In her 
position as editor, and having been 
involved in the Grass Valley band 
selection process for a number of 
years, I think she has a pretty good 
idea as to what is needed in a promo 
pack and how it should be put to
gether. I think you will fmd a lot of 
helpful information in this article. 

But the sad truth is, a promo 
pack is only a small part of the 
things you need to know to become 
successful in the music business. To 
find out the other aspects of the 
business that one needs to know 
usually requires a lot of time and 
energy and talking with people in 
the business, and picking 1heir brains 
to gain the knowledge you will need 
to know in order to survive in the 
competitive world of the profes-

sional musician. And you will gen
erally fmd that just about everyone 
you talk with will have different 
ideas on what will work. The trick is 
to sort through this wealth of infor
mation and find what works for you. 

After you have talked with a 
few hundred people, you will begin 
to wonder if anyone really knows all 
of the answers to the questions you 
have. But fear not, this information 
is available in many bookstores if 
you know what to look for. One of 
the best books that I have found on 
the subject, is a book titled ''Making 
Money Making Music, (No Matter 
Where You Live)", Written by 
James W. Dearing and published by 
Writer's Digest Books, 9933 Alli
ance Road, Cincinnati, Ohio 45242. 
I am sure that there are a great many 
other books available on this sub
ject, but this is the one that I am 
familiar with. 

This book provides a wealth of 
information ranging from selecting 
a group, rehearsing the group, band 
leadership, how to put together a 
petformance contract, record keep
ing, how to set up auditions and 
many other areas related to the mu
sic business. 
Even though this book is written 
from a Rock musician's point of 

view 1he infonnation is just as valu
able to a bluegrass, country, or any 
other type of band. 

In my personal opinion, some 
of the most important aspects to 
consider when putting a group to
gether, and keeping it together are: 
(when you have the option), choose 
people you like to spend time with 
even when you are not playing mu
sic. Make sure that everyone in the 
group is in on the decision making 
process as to what jobs the band is 
going to take, the selection of mate
rial that the band is going to per
fonn, and the dress code the band is 
going to adopt. Make sure all band 
members feel that they are an im
portant part of the group effort. Make 
sure each band member gets their 
"moment" in the spotlight, (even 
though you may be the lead vocal
ist, or the band leader etc., If other 
band members get the feeling that 
they are there just to back you up, 
they'll soon lose interest). 

One of the biggest things you 
can do to make your group success
ful is to get out and be seen and 
heard I 1hink that everyone has heard 
of the so called "Overnight Suc
cesses" in the business, but what a 
lot of folks don't realize is that most 
of these artists have worked long 

FESTIVAL FOCUS 

Sad but true. •. bluegrass festival 
changes and cancellations 
by Suzanne Denison 

C~ge is always hard to ac
cept, especially when it involves 
Bluegrass music. I had heard from 
various people and read in regional 
newsletters about changes and can
cellations of Bluegrass Festivals 
which were normally held in Cali
fooria and Nevada during the spring 
and summer outdoor festival sea
son. 

After checking with the vari
ous promoters by telephone, I found 
to my dismay that the reports were 
true. In order to help readers make 
vacation and festival plans, here are 
the results of my research. 

Follows Camp will not pro
duce a Spring Bluegrass Festival 
this year. Frank and Tammy 
Javorsek of the Blue Ridge Pickin' 
Parlor in Canoga Park, California 
have been producing bluegrass fes
tivals at Follows Camp since Sep
tember of 1986. Tammy's father, 
Ken Tennesen who was the founder 
of the Blue Ridge Pickin' Parlor and 
the emcee for the Follows Camp 
festivals is seriously ill and under
going extensive treatment. At this 
time the future of festivals at Fol
lows Camp is uncertain. 

When I spoke to Tammy's sis
ter at the music store recently, she 
told me that other events are being 
planned at Follows, but not festivals 
with professional stage entertain
ment. Frank, Tammy and all their 

festival crew have done a wondetful 
job in producing two successful fes
tivals every year, and I know that 
lots of folks will miss them. For 
information on future activities at 
Follows Camp or the bluegrass jams 
at the Blue Ridge Pickin' Parlor, 
call the store at (818) 700-8288. 

The Napa Bluegrass Festival 
which was held the past two years in 
June at the Town and Country Ex
position in Napa, California ba'l been 
canceled The producer of the festi
val, Mike Knapp found that the 
growth of his Music and Craft Fair 
business in the San Joaquin Valley 
and other parts of Califooria took up 
too much of his time to continue 
with the Napa festival. Mike is 
planning several events this year in 
various parts of the state, including 
the Kern County Bluegrass Festival 
in Bakersfield. (See story below). 

The Desert Oasis Bluegrass 
Festival which has been held at the 
Churchill County Fairgrounds in 
Fallon, Nevada the past few years is 
changing both the dates and format 
of the event. The festival was held 
in both April and May in 1he past but 
the dates for 1996 are June 1 and 2. 
When I spoke to the Churchill 
County Parks and Recreation De
Jm1Inent they told me that they were 
in the process of making some other 
changes as well. The new name of 
the event is the Desert Oas~ Music 
Festival and Ragtown Rendez
vous. None of the performers have 
been announced but the person I 
spoke to in the Churchill County 
Parks and Recreation Department 
told me that it won't necessarily be 
a "Bluegrass" festival. I will share 
further updates as I receive infor-
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mation, or y<ou can call Jim Mcxx-e at 
(702) 423-7T733 for direct informa
tion on the tevent 

2nd Ann. Buckeye Bluegrass 
Festival set for March 1-3 

Billed as "A showcase of 
Arizona' s finest bluegrass bands", 
the 2nd Annual Buckeye Bluegrass 
festival is slated for March 1 to 3 at 
Eagle Mountain Ranch, 12100 S. 
Dean Road in Buckeye, Arizona. 

Produced by Ben Sandoval, the 
festival is co-hosted by 1he Buckeye 
Valley Chamber of Commerce and 
Eagle Mountain Ranch. Dry camp
ing is available for $5 per day per 
unit. Admission is $6 for adults and 
$3 for children. 

The \\eekend's entertainment 
lineup includes: The Tylers, The 
Cowboy legends, The Sundance 
Cloggers, The Grass Whackers, 
David Shoop (Arizona Champion 
Fiddler), The Hand Band and Hat 
Band Kids, Out of the Blue, Cabin 
Fever, BlugrAZ Express, The 
Kibbey Family, Homemade Jam 
Band, High Desert Bluegrass, 
Flinthill Special, Colorado River 
Band, Julianna Waller Band and 
Friends in Music. 

Other activities include 
childrens' crafts and music work
shops, nature walks, and horseback 
rides. For further information or 
directions, call Eagle Mountain 
Ranch at (602) 386-2316. 

1996 Santa Maria Style Bluegrass 
Festival slated for April25-28 

The 1996 Santa Maria Style 
Bluegrass Festival will be held April 
25 to April 28, 1996 at the Santa 
Barbara County Fairgrounds in 

Santa Maria, California. 
Entertainment features: The 

Dei McCoury Band, The Reno 
Brothers, Chris Jones and The Night 
Drivers, The Cache Valley Drifters, 
The Witcher Brothers, The Coyote 
Brothers, The Piney Creek Wea
sels, Roanoke and more to be an
nounced 

A new addition is being planned 
for the 1996 Santa Maria Festival. 
A giant screen video and sound sys
tem will be available inside a build
ing (heated if necessary) for indi
viduals who have difficulty with the 
cool evenings. Tickets are now on 
sale. 

For more information call the 
festival hot line at (805) 928-6952. 

Calico Spring Festival hosts 
bluegrass for 23rd year 

One of California's oldest blue
grass hootenannies celebrates its 
23rd year at Calico Ghost Town in 
Yermo, Nev<da the weekend of May 
10, 11 and 12, 1996, with a fiddle, 
banjo, guitar, band and clogging 
contest. 

Featured entertainers are: The 
Marty Warbwton Band, Laurel Can
yon Ramblers, Bluegrass Etc., Cir
cuit Riders, Julie Wingfield, and 
Clay County. The Southwestern 
Regional Pizza Hut International 
Bluegrass Showdown will take place 
on Sunday at 1 p.m. 

Throughout the weekend there 
will be bluegrass music, history 
tours, gunfights, 1880's style games 
and singing for free apple pies . 
Camping is available on site for $10 
per unit per night._ Admission is $6 
for adults; $4 for Juniors ; and chil
dren under 6 are free. 

and hard, sometimes for ten years or 
more, to achieve their "Overnight 
Success." I think that most bands 
who have made it in the business 
will tell you that "Lucky Breaks" 
don't just happen. There has been a 
great deal of hard work and exerted 
effort to be seen, and being in the 
right places to take advantage of 
that elusive "Lucky Break." 

I sincerely hope that you find 
some of the information in this ar
ticle helpful, and I highly recom
mend that if you are entertaining 
thoughts of becoming rich and fa
mous in the music business, get 
yourself a copy of "Making Money 
Making Music" and lay yourself a 
sound foundation before taking the 
leap. 

Always remember, if you are 
willing to seek advice from those 
people who have made it in the 
business, and you and your group 
are willing to work together to 
achieve your goals, you will stand a 
better than average chance of doing 
so. 

Now that you know how easy it 
is going to be, get out there and have 
some fun doing what you probably 
like doing the best. 

Calico Ghost Town is located 
off I-15, 10 minutes north of 
Barstow, California. For informa
tion, call1-800-TO-CAUCO. 

Kern County Bluegrass.Festival 
and Craft Fair slated for May 

Mike Knapp of the Craft Fair is 
proud to announce the first annual 
Kern County Bluegrass Festival and 
Craft Fair, at the Kern County Fair
grounds in Bakersfield, California. 
The 3-day event will be held on 
May 24, 25 and 26, 1996, Memorial 
Day Weekend. 

Festival hours will be from 5 
p .m. to 10 p.m. on Friday, and from 
10 a.m. to 10 p.m. on Saturday and 
Sunday. The Fairgrounds is located 
at South P Street and Ming A venue. 

Featured petformers will in
clude The Cy Oark Band, (Cy Oark 
is the former lead singer of the 
Acousticats), The Andy Rau Band, 
The Cedar Grove Bluegrass Band, 
lillies of the West, the Roger Perry 
Band, and Bear Ridge Bluegrass 
Band. 

Admission is just $5 per day 
for adults and children under 12 are 
free. Plenty of free parking is avail
able, and RV camping on site is just 
$10 per night (not $40 as reported in 
the February issue). 

There will be plenty of great 
arts and crafts for sale, llS well as a 
variety of food and drink vendors on 
site. Seating will be festival style, so 
bring your lawn chairs. Pets are 
allowed on the grounds, but not in 
the building (except service dogs). 

For further information, please 
call (209) 893-3474 or (209) 445-
1459. 



•Adam's Rib, 17500 Ventura Blvd., 
Encino, CA. For infonnation, call 
(818) 9'.Xl-RIBS. Bluegrass music 
every Saturday 8 p.m. to closing. 

•Bakers Square, 17921 Chatsworth 
Street, Granada Hills, CA. For 
information, call (818) 366-7258. 
Bluegrass night the 3rd Tuesday of 
every month, 7-10 p.m. Spon
sored by the Bluegrass Associa
tion of Southern California. 

•Baja Taqueria, 4070 Piedmont 
Ave. (near 41st Street), Oakland, 
CA. Phone (510) 547-BAJA. Blue
grass jam every Monday evening 8 
p.m. - 11 p.m. For further informa
tion call Joe Howton (510) 843-
8552. 

•Blackwater Cafe, 912 N . 
Yosemite, Stockton, CA. Call (209) 
943-9330 for information. 

•Buffalo Joe's, 5th and Market 
Streets , (downtown) San Diego, 
CA. For further information call 
(619) 236-1616. Monday and Tues
day nights Bluegrass Etc. (John 
Moore, Dennis Caplinger, Steve 
Spurgin, and Jim Green). 

•Cafe Romano, 533 Main Street, 
Martinez, California. For infor
mation call (510) 370-0700. 

.Cameron's Restaurant, 1410 S. 
Cabrillo Hwy, Half Moon Bay, 
CA,phone(415)726-1779. Blue
grass jam session every Tuesday 
8-lOp.m. 

•Coalesce Bookstore, 845 Main 
Street, Morro Bay, CA, (805) 772-
2880. 

.Cold Spring Tavern, Stagecoach 
Road (just off State Highway 154) 
15 minutes from either Santa Bar
lma or Santa Y nez, CA. For infor
mation or directions, call (805) 967-
0066. The Cache Valley Drifters 
perform every Wednesday from 7 
- 10 p.m . 

.Cowboy's Pizza, 315 Spring Street, 
Nevada City, CA, (916) 265-2334. 
"Old Fashioned Pizza and Live 
Music" every Saturday at 8 p.m . . 

Huck Finn Jubilee to 

Celebrate 20th 

Anniversary in June 
Huck Flnn' s Jubilee celebrates 

its 20th Anniversary at Mojave Nar
rows Regional Park in Victorville, 
California on June 14 through 16, 
1996. The festival features river raft 
building, catfishing, bluegrass and 
country music, catfish derby, moun
tain man encampment and more. 

Entertainment features: Doyle 
Lawson and · Quicksilver, The 
Osborne Brothers, Continental Di
vide, Marty Warburton Band, Julie 
Wingfield, Circuit Riders, light
house, Witcher Brothers, Upstairs 
String Band, Piney Creek Weasels, 
Chaparral, The Hat Band, Shady 
Creek and the Charlie Darrell Band. 

Advance tickets are available, 
and are: $30 for the weekend (in
cludes camping) per person; $7 for 
adults per day; $4 for juniors (6-11 
yrs ); and free for children under 6. 
For information, call 1-800-TO
CALICD. 

to fmd live acoustic 01usic ... 

Reservations are required. 
•Fox and Goose, 1001 R Street, 

Sacramento, CA. For more infor
mation call (916) 443-8825. 

•Freight and Salvage, 1111 
Addison Street, Berkeley. Call 
(510) 548-1761 for information. 
Tuesday nights Northern Califor
nia Songwriters Association Open 
Mic. March 1 - Peggy Seeger; 
March 4 - John McEuen and the 
Acoustic Travellers; March 8 - Hot 
Rize Reunion Show at the First 
Congregational Church; March 15 
- Laurie Lewis & Grant Street; 
March 22 - Front Range; 

•Hugo's Cafe and Sports Bar, at 
Hyatt Rickey's Hotel, 4219 El 
Camino Real, Palo Alto, CA, (415) 
843-2521. Bluegrass every Friday 
night from 9 p.m. until midnight, 
$3 cover charge. Sponsored by the 
Santa Cruz Bluegrass Society (host 

. band- Sidesaddle & Co.). For in
formation on upcoming bands, call 
Kim at (408) 637-8742. March 1 -
Sidesaddle & Co; March 8 - High 
Country; March 15 - Sidesaddle & 
Co.; March 22- Due West; March 
29 - Past Due and Playable; April 
5- Sidesaddle & Co., April 12-
Homefue; April19- Brushy Peak; 
April 26 - Sidesaddle & Co. 

•Kuumbwa Jazz Center, 320 Ce
dar St, Santa Cruz, CA. For infor
mation call: (408) 427-2227. 

•Live Soup Brewery and Cafe, 
1602 Ocean Street, Santa Cruz. 
For information, call (408) 429-
5828. 

•Maytan Music Center, m South 
Center St., Reno, NV 89501, (7(]2) 

323-5443. 
•McCabe's Guitar Shop, 3101 Pico 

Blvd., Santa Monica, CA. For in
formation call (213) 828-4403 or 
tickets (213) 828-4497. 

•Rosie McCann's Imh Pub, 1220 
Pacific Ave., Santa Cruz, CA (~) 
426-9930. March 30 - Roanoke, 9 
p.m. Admission is free. 

•Michelangelo's Pizza Parlor, 
downtown Arcata, California live 
acoustic music every Wednesday, 
Friday and Saturday night from 7-
9 p.m., no cover charge. Bluegrass 
music on the 2nd and 4th W ednes
day with Aunt Dinah's Quilting 
Party. Other music includes Irish, 
Country, Dixieland, and Folk. For 
information, call (707) 822-7fiJ2. 

•Miner Moe's, located in the Pine 
Creek Showing Center across from 
Raleys in Grass Valley, CA. For 
information, call (916) 273-0284. 
Bluegrass Jam the first Sunday of 
every month, 2 p.m. Wltil ??. Bring 
your instruments to play or just 
come to listen. Live bluegrass 
music from 4 pm to 7 pm most 
Thursdays. 

•Murphy's Irish Pub, on the east 
side of the square in Sonoma Plaza, 
Sonoma, California. Acoustic jam 
session the 1st Sunday of every 
month and the 3rd Sunday each 
month is an Acoustic Songwriter's 
Night begiiming at 4 p.m. Live 
acoustic music Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday nights (call for type 
of music- ranges fron Bluegrass, 
Irish, Celtic, Folk~ to 3lues). The 
Sonoma Mountain Band performs 
the 1st Friday of every month, 8-10 
p.m. For infonnation or bookings, 
call (707) 935-0660. 

•Musician's Coffeehouse, Mt. 

Diablo Unitarian-Universal 
Church, 55 Eckley Lane, Walnut 
Creek, CA. For information call 
(510) 229-2710. 

•The Neighborhood Church, in 
Pasadena, California. For infor
mation, call (818) 303-7014. 

•The New 5th String Music Store, 
5360 H Street, Sacramento, CA 
95819. For information, call (916) 
452-8282 . Bluegrass Jam Session 
every Thursday night at 7:30p.m. 
House Concert Series Perfor
mances times and prices vary - call 
for information. 

•Northridge Inn, 773 Nevada 
Street, Nevada City, CA, (916) 
478-0470. Bluegrass jam sessions 
1st and 3rd Sunday at 2:00p.m. 
and live music on Saturday nights 
-call for information. 

•Old San Francisco Pizza Com
pany - 2325 Road 20 in the El 
Portal Shopping Center, San Pablo, 
CA. Phone (510) 232-9644. 

eOrchard Valley Coffee Roasting 
Company, 349 East Campbell 
Ave., Campbell, CA. Phooe (~) 
374-2115. 

•O'Shae's, 258 Union, Los Gatos, 
CA. For information, call (408) 
371-1861. 

•Johnny Otis Market, 7231 
Healdsburg A venue, Sebastapol, 
CA 95472. live music Tuesday 
through Saturday, Poetry on Sun
day. For information, call (707) 
824-8822. 

•The Palms, 726 Drummood Ave., 
Davis, CA 95616. For information 
and tickets, call (916) 756-9901. 

•Palookaville, 1133 PacificA venue, 
Santa Cruz, CA. For information 
and tickets, call (408) 458-2313. 
March 3 - John McEuen and the 

One Full Week~ June 9 through June 15 

Acoustic Travellers; 
•Pelican's Retreat, Seafood Res

taurant, 24454 Calabasas Rd., 
Calabasas, CA. Every Sunday 6-
10 p.m. Crossroads Bluegrass 
Band. For information call (818) 
710-1550. 

•Plowshares, Fort Mason Center, 
Marina at Laguna, San Francisco, 
CA 94123. For information call 
(415) 441-8910. 

•Rico's Italian Pizza, 1242 Broad
way, Placerville, California. Fea
turing The Highway Fifty Ram
blers every Friday from 7-10 p.m. 
For information, call Joanne Mar
tin (916) 6224585. 

•St. Michael's Arts Cafe, 806 
Emerson St., Palo Alto, Califor
nia. For information, call (415) 
326-2530. •San Andreas Brewing 
Company, 737 San Benito St., 
Hollister, California (408) 637-
7(J74. 

eScarlett LaRue's, 2460 El Camino 
Real, (El Camino at San Tomas 
Expressway), Santa Clara, CA. 
Country and bluegrass music with 
Down Home Thursdays 8:30-
10:30 p.m Dinner served 6:30 - 10 
p.m. 

•Shade Tree Presents, Shade Tree 
Stringed Instruments, 28062 
Forbes Rd., Laguna Niguel, CA. 
For information and schedule of 
entertainers call (714) 364-5270. 

•Sicilito's Restaurant, 445 Conger 
Street, Garberville, CA. Bluegrass 
jam sessions fust Tuesday of every 
month at 7 p.m. For further infor
mation, call Ron Stanley at (707) 
923-2603. 

•Sweetwlter, 153 Throckmorton 
Avenue, Mill Valley, CA. For 
information, call (415) 388-2820. 

Come) Study With - The Worlds Greatest Team of Flatpicking Instructors -
~ Norman Blake )- Curtis Burch )- Pat Flynn )- David Grier 

)- Steve Kaufman )- Robin Kessinger · )- Jack Lawrence 
A Flatpicking Event Like None Other - Specially designed for the Beginner through Professional 

Located On The Campus of Maryville College in Maryville, TN -17 mi. So. of Knoxville, TN. 

~imit~d Spaces -Register Ea~ly! your Paid Registration of $600 00 Entitles You To: 
For Registrations and Camp Info Wnte or Call: · 

Steve Kaufman's Flatpicking Camp • Rotating Classes with ALL of the Main Teachers 
• All Meals and Lodging 

P.O. Box 1020, Alcoa, TN 37701 • Admission to All Nightly Concerts 

1-800-FLATPIK or 423-982-3808 (24hrs.) • Group Lectures 
• Small and Large Group Classes 

Email to Internet:76235.225@compuserve.com • Ensemble Work, Open Mic. Time, Nightly Jams 

Don't Sleep Through •. The June 15 Master Clinic with Norman Blake 
Special Airline Rates and Airport Shuttle Service 

This Opportunity! • Solo Performances By: 
Sponsored in part by ~ ~ Norman Blake, Curtis Burch, Pat Flynn, David Grier, 

' 

•. ~ •• ,, .,. Roy's Record Shop Steve Kaufman, Robin Kessinger and Jack Lawrence. 
• ESPUN ., .. • Bluegrass and Swing Bands include: Hiwassee Ridge, Misty River, 

:;€;:~ ~ """-' ."'"~-. Old Hickory, Strange Company and more. 
~ <¥"~ • Special Guest Appearances by: Gary Davis - 2 Time Nat'l Banjo 
~ Champ, Phil Ledbetter, Tut Taylor, Mike Whitehead- '94 Nat'l 

" Gallagher 
Guitars 111 Flatpicking Champ and more to be announced! 
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Are you stiU having fun? 
by Elena Corey 

A faddish question, Are we 
having fun yet? has run its short 
gamut of popularity, and so it may 
be possible to vary its words with
out encroaching on its sovereignty. 

I see a few professional and 
semi-professional bluegrass musi
cians who may be burning them-
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selves out, and that makes me sad. 
When music no longer holds sooth
ing or exhilarating powers for 
people, when people no longer play 
music when they need its comfort or 
energy, but when playing music is 
viewed as only a job or a )Xlthway to 
success, music is being ill-used, and 

a great source of refreshment to the 
human psyche is being neglected. 

Remember when you got your 
ftrst real musical instnnnent? How 
you sat and practiced for several 
hours a day and only emerged for 
meals and reality's demands? Re
member how excited you were 

when you could play your ftrst piece 
consistently through without seri
ous flaws? If that thrill has gone, 
where did it go? Can it be recap
tured? 

Where the thrill has gone could 
be a topic for a nifty panel discus
sion among folks who've dropped 

Flannery's Dream 
Arr. by Steve Kaufman 
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out. Their insights could be very 
instructive to us . A few of such 
folks are vocal, but most prefer not 
to talk about it, because it represents 
a dream gone sour or reminds them 
of their own frailties. Some saintly 
ex-enthusiasts refrain from putting 
too ftne a point on why playing has 
lost its sparkle for them lest they 
hurt someone else's feelings . And 
yes, I believe the thrill can be re
captured! 

We can speculate, prying for 
dulling-factors, that everyone wants 
to play with someone slightly more 
accomplished than he/she is -just 
like in tennis, chess or other group 
activities. We humans are inconsis
tent in that we avow that we' re each 
unique individuals, yet we persist in 
finding ways to compare and con
trast ourselves with other folks on 
every known variable we can con
ceive or quantify. Sometimes we 
use other people to hold up some 
rating-feedback to reassure our fal
tering low-opinions of our abilities 
and sometimes to show that we can 
achieve at a superior level at some
thing. However our comparative 
feedback comes out, we can allow 
that to cause us to pause for awhile. 
Imagine that a dog would refuse to 
bark, even though he found barlcing 
to be great fun, because he esti
mated his own bark to be inferior to 
another dog' s. 

It is easy to see how a rank 
beginner who doesn't progress as 
fast as had been hoped would be 
vulnerable to drop-out from such 
futile com]Xlrisons. The disappoint
ment of the person who has pro
gressed beyond the beginner ranks 
and doesn't find anyone at his/her 
level to play with is also easily 
grasped. We can readily sympa
thize with these folks . We don't 
fmd it as easy to sympathize, how
ever, with a person who after years 
of devoted practice becomes master 
of a beloved instrument and shortly 
thereafter puts the instrument aside. 
We long to hear the tones rendered 
so beautifully, as we've become used 

·to hearing the professional play, and 
we can't see why someone who can 
play so well doesn't seem to find 
any pleasure in playing anymore. 

Of course we're not mind-read
ers, so we may not comprehend the 
motivation which originally led the 
master of the instrument to such 
devotion or why that has dissipated. 
We can observe such folks compas
sionately as well as dispassionately, 
as we examine our own motivation 
in playing music if we want our 
music to bring us joy consistently. 
When we are tired in the evening, do 
we sit down with our instrument to 
relax? Do we feel like playing a 
tune when we're exhilarated with 
excitement and are full offeelinos 
of joy? I once knew an enthusiastic 
young violin student, who when 
told that in Heaven, the angels played 
harps, replied, r d rather play my 
fiddle; I' II never get tired of that. 
Here' s hoping we can all share such 
sentimepts. 



~You'all Come ... 

·Camping ·Jamming ·Potluck ·Family Fun 
The CBA Spring Cam pout and Jammer's Festival 

at the Colusa County Fair.grounds 
(on Highway 20 about 9 miles East of Williams and 2 miles outside of Colusa) 

Friday, May 10 thru Sunday, May 12, 1996 

Whether you camp in a motorhome or a tent, play music until all hours, or sit back and 
listen ... bring your family and friends and come camp, pick and grin with us for the weekend. 
We have the complete fairgrounds to ourselves, a large building just in case it rains and for 
the Saturday evening potluck. The Colusa County Fairgrounds has lots of elecrical 
hookups, hot showers, indoor restrooms, and plenty of room for jamming and just relaxing 
and getting to visit with the members of your Bluegrass family you have't had a chance to 
see since last June's festival. 
The only cost is $13 per RV unit per night and $7 per tent site per night. You'all come! 

If you have questions, need further information, or directions, call AI Shusterman at (916) 961-9511 or the CBA office at (209) 293-1559. 

MAP TO COLUSA COUNTY FAIRGRIOUNDS* 

"' E 
Jg 

~ 

DIRECTIONS: From Sacramento, take 
1-5 North to the Williams (Hwy 20) exil 
Tum right (East) and go 9 miles to the 
Colusa County Fairgrounds· (approx
Imately 2 miles from the town of 
Colusa). 

*map not to scale To Stockton 

Saturday Night Potluck 
6:00 p.m. in Atwood Hall 

Bring your family and some food to share and join us in a potluck supper on Saturday 
evening. The Potluck will be held in Atwood Hall which is located at the front of the 
fairgrounds almost directly behind the front gate directly across the street from The RV 
camping area (to the right of the main gate). We have a kitchen available ifyou need to heat 
your dish. 
CBA will provide paper plates, cups, napkins, plastic ware and coffee. 
Come early if you like to jam and bring snacks or hors de ouevres to share. 
If you name begins with: If you like to cook or have a big family or group in 
A - H - please bring a salad your camp, please bring enough to feed your camp 
I - P - please bring a main dish plus enough extra to share. 
Q - Z - please bring a dessert* We would sure hate to run out of food! 
*these are just suggestions 
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Where can I go to hear/play some muszc. 

California Bluegrass 
Association or CBA Member 

Sponsored Jams 

month. That Pizza Place, 2622 
H Camino Real, Carlsbad Phone 
434-3171 for more information. 

-coffee Creek- Coffee Creek Coun-
try tore Park, Jam session Satur
day at 3 p.m., Coffee Creek, CA. 
For information, call (916) 266-
3233 or (91.6) 266-3662. 

.Copperopolis - Bluegrass jam the 
2nd and 4th Fridays of each 
munfu 7 p .m. until ? at the Old 
Comer Saloon, 112 Mile off H wy 
4 oo Main Street in Copporopolis, 
California. Sponsored by Fred 
and Melinda Stanley. For more 
information, call (200) 785-2.544. 

ing Post, bluegrass jam sessions 
every Sarurday, 10 am. to 6 p.m., 
20837 Front St., Cottonwood, 
CA (916) 347-56&3 for informa-
tion. 

•HCajon- WellsParkCenter, 1153 
E Madison, 2nd and 4th Sunday, 
12-4 p.m. Call Omen Green (619) 
748-3493, or the Park (from 9 
a.m. to 10 p.m .) at (619) 441-
1680 for more information. 

•Fresno- Senior Citizen's Village 
Community Room, 1917 S. 
Chestnut Ave., every Saturday 
Dance, 7:30-11:30 p.m. Call Don 
Lange (209) 485-3424 for de-

•Centerville - Bluegrass Jam Ses
sions the 2nd and 4th Saturdays 
of each month, 7 - 11 p.m. at the 
Odd Fellows Hall in CenterVille, 
CA (in the Fresno area). Spon
sored by the Kings Ri_ver Blue
grass Association. For informa
tion and directions, please call 
Jim St. Clair at (209) 453-0959 
or Nancy Springer (209) 875-
6311 . 

P.O. Box 4617, Fresno, CA 
93744-4617. Monthly potluck 
and jam. For further informa
tion, call Pat W olk at (209) 431-
3653 or Newsletter Editor Martha 
Kiersch at (209) 222-6480, FAX 
(209) 222-0225. 

•Granada Hills- Monthly bluegrass 
concerts produced by the Union 
Station Music Productions at the 
Granada Hills Masonic Hall, 
(818) 894-1643 for information. 

•Hollywood - Bluegrass Jam the 
3rd Tuesday of every month 8 
p.m . - 12 a .m . at the Highland 
Grounds Coffee House, 742 N. 
Highland Avenue, Hollywood, 
California. $2 cover charge/one 
drink minimum. For more infor
mation call Blue Ridge Pickin' 
Parlor (818) 700-8288. 

month at the C&A Bam, 916 S. 
Riverside Ave, Rialto, CA. 10 
a.m. until late afternoon. For 
information call (714) 874-0550 
or (714) 874-4771. 

•Riverside- Sunday folk and blue
grass concerts at Th~ Barn at ~ 
UC, Riverside. For informatton 
call (714) 682-3621. 

•Sacramento - The Fifth String 
Music Store, 536J H Street Blue
grass Jam every Thursday at 
7:30p.m. Sacramento Mandolin 
Society jam session every Sun
day 2-4 p.m. For information, 
call (916) 452-8282. 

•Garberville - Bluegrass jam 1st 
Tuesday of each month, 7 p.m. at 
Sicilito' s Restaurant, 445 Con
ger Street in Garberville. For 
further information, call Ron 
Stanley at (707) 923-2603. . 

tails. 
•Bakersfield - Rasmussen Senior 

Citizen's Center on Roberts Lane 
in Bakersfield, 2nd and 4th Sun
day. Call Esther Smith (805) 
831-4269 for details. 

•Ceres - Central California Old
Time Fiddlers Assn., Walter 
White School, 1st and 3rd Fri
days 6-10 p.m. Call Bill Whitfield 
at (209) 892-8685 for details. 

•Coloma- at the Vinyard House, 
530 Cold Springs Road, Coloma, 

•San Diego- Open Mike and Jam on 
the second Tuesday each month, 
7 p.m. Fuddruckers Restaurant, 
5500 Grossmont Center Dr. in 
La Mesa Open Mike and Jam on 
the 3rd Tuesday each month, 7 
p.m . Fuddrucker' s Restaurant, 
340 Third Ave. (between F & G 
St.), Chula Vista. Bayside Jam 
on the fourth Sunday each month, 
startino at noon on the grass at 
Missio~ Bay Park (exit west from 
I-5 at Mission Bay Drive). Spon
sored by the San Diego Blue
grass Club: call (619) 283-605? 
or write P.O. Box 4487, SanDi
ego, CA 92164-4487 for details. 

•Half Moon Bay- Bluegrass Jam 
every Tuesday evening from 8 to 
10 p.m. at Cameron's Restau
rant, 1410 S . Cabrillo Hwy, in 
Half Moon Bay, California. For 
information, call Don Koc at 
( 415) 726-1694 or Cameron's at 
(415) 726-5705. 

•Livermore- Bluegrass Jam Ses
sion every 2nd Saturday, 7- 10 
p.m. at Magoo' s ~ ?64 South 
Livermore Ave .,m Livermore, 
California. Directions: take 
Livermore exit off 1-580, cross 
1st street on left between 3rd and 
4th Streets . For information 
please call (510) 447-2406. 

•Pollock Pines- Bluegrass and old
time acoustic music Jam session 
the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of 
each month, 7 :30-10:30 _p.m . at 
the Pollock Pines Community 
Center in Pollock Pines , CA. 
Open to musicians of all levels, 
free admission, listeners wei
cane. Hosted by Hank Hamilton 
and Shirley Harmon of Moun
tain High Music. For informa
tion, please call (916) 647-1255. 

•Turlock - Bluegrass, Country, 
Fiddilng, and Singing Jam Ses
sion, 4th Friday of each n;tonth 
from 6 to 10 p.m. Located m the 
VFW Hall, 1405 E. Linwood 
(between I...ander and Golf Roods) 
in Turlock, California. For fur
ther information or directions , 
call Dan Bonds at (209) 632-
9079. 

•Williams - VFW Hall, Comer of 
9th & C Streets, 3rd Sunday 1-5 
p.m. Call William (Bill) Herron 
(7(J7) 995-1412 for details. 

•Old Shasta - New School, 
Red Bluff Drive, 1st Sun
day 1-5p.m. Call Francine 
Maupin at (916) 241-1092 
after 6 p.m. for further in
formation. 

-orangevale - District 5 now 
meets at the Orangevale 
Grange Hall, 5807 Wal
nut A venue, 2nd Sunday, 
1-5 p.m. For information, 
call Vivian or Jack Steele 
(916) 676-0025. 

•Oroville - Eagles Hall, 
Myers and Montgomery 
Streets, 4th Sunday each 
month 1-Sp.m. Forinfor
mation , call Kathleen 
Stewart at (916) 679-'Z370 
or 534-8814. 

Independent Clubs or 
Music Store Jams 

•Alameda- Thin Man Strings, 1506 
Webster Streeet, Alameda, CA. 
Acoustic jam session every Fri
day from 6 to 9 p.m. For infor
mation, call (510) 521-2613. 

•Bakersfield - Buskers Music, 630 
18th Street, Bakersfield, CA. 
Bluegrass jam 1st and 3rd Thurs
days from 7 to 10 p.m. and every 
Saturday from 2 p.m. until ?. 
Sponsored by the Mid-State 
Bluegrass Associaiton. For in
formation, call (805) 633-1913 
or (805) 872-5137. 

•Bakersfield- Eric Janson home, 
1530 Camino Sierra, Bakersfield, 
CA. Jam 2nd and 4th Thursdays 
from 7 to 10 p .m. For further 
informatioo, call (805) 872-5137. 

•Berkeley- The Fifth String Music 
California Old-time Fiddlers Store, 3051 Adeline, Berkeley. 

Association Jams Jam cancelled this month due to 
•Atwater - Atwater Community change in store personnel. Call 

Center, 760 E. Bellview. 2nd (510) 548-8282 for information 
Saturday 7-11 p.m . Call Roy on when it will resume. 
Lancaster (209) 291-4875 for •Belkeley-Freight&Salvage, 1111 
details. Addison St., Berkeley. Occa-

•Buena Park- Cy Gauthier, 5809 siooal Bluegrass jams. Call (510) 
Los Santos Way, Buer1aPark (1 .548-1761 for details or to get on 
block NorthofHwy 91); 1st Sun- their mailing list. 
day 12:30 - 5 p.m. Call (714) -canoga Park - Blue Ridge Pickin' 
827-1542 for details. Parlor, 20246 Saticoy, Can?ga 

eCastro Valley- Earl Warren Adult Park. Regularly scheduled Jam 
School, 19722 Center St. , 4th sessions _ call in advance for 
Sunday 1:30-5 p.m. (3nl Sunda_Y dates and times (818) 700-8288. 
on holiday weekends .) Call Ri- -Carlsbad _ North County Bluegrass 
chard Vandiver (510) 278-0271 Band monthly meetings, 7 p.m. 
for details. on the fourth Tuesday of each 

.Cottonwood - Cottonwood Trad-
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•Lake Isabella - Bluegrass jam the 
1st and 3rd Tuesday 
of every month from 
7-10 p.m. at 5405 
Lake Isabella Blvd. 
Sponsored by the 
Mid-State Bluegrass 
Association. For in
formation, call Paul 
Ash at (619) 379-
3189. 
•Leucadia- Jam Till 
You Drop, frrst Satur
day of each month 
from 11 a.m. at Tradi
tional Music, 1410 N. 
Hwy 101, Leucadia. 
For information, call 
(619) 942-1622. 
•Manteca - Delta Old 
Time Fiddlers and 
Bluegrass Associa
tion. 1st and 3rd S~!-

•San Diego -Walt's Slow Jam, first 
Friday of each month at 6:30 
p.m.; San Carlos Recreation Cen
ter, 6445 Lake Badin Avd., San 
Diego. Call Walt Richards (619) 
280-9035 for information. 

CA. Bluegrass and Old time 
Music Jam every Thursday night 
at 8:00 p.m. For information call 
Todd Saunders at (916) 626-
5615. 

•Covina - Open Mike Night - 1st 
Saturday of each month at the 
Fret House. Call (818) 915-2023 
for information. 

•Escondido- Open Mike and Jam, 
first Tuesday each month, 7 p.m. 
Round Table Pizza, 1161 E . 
Washington A venue (Ash & 
Washington) in Escondido. Call 
Carl Lambert at (619) 789-1438 
for information. Jam second Sun
day of every month, at noon, 
Felicita Park in Escondido. Call 
Gene Stafford at (619) 747-5330 
for information. 

•Exeter - Bluegrass Jam Session at 
the VIP Pizza, 449 E. Pine St, (2 
blocks south of Hwy 198 oo Hwy 
65 then 2 blocks west to Pine 
Str~t) , Exeter, California. Meet
ing at 7 p.m. on the 2nd and 4th 
Wednesday each month. For 
more information, call Pat 
Conway at (209) 561-4309 or 
Geroge Beckett (2109) ~5286. 

•Fiddletown - Old Tyme Live Mu
sic Jam every Sunday afternoon 
from 2 to 6 p.m. at the Fiddletown 
General Store on Main Street in 
Fidclletown, California (Off Hwy 
49 between Jackson and 
Placerville). Musicians and lis
teners welcome. For further in
formation or directions, call Oluf 
Olufson at (209) 245-3671. 

•Fresno - Fresno Folklore Society, 

urdays 6 :30 ·_ 10:30, at the 
Manteca Senior Center, 295 
Olerry, Manteca, CA. Call Larry 
Burttram (209) 823-7190 for de
tails. 

•Mariposa - Cousin Jack Picki';l' 
Popcorn Music Jam at Cousm 
Jack' s Store, 5026 Hwy 140, 
Maripos.a, California. 1st Satur
day of each month from 6 to 10 
p .m . For further infom~!!ti.on, 
please call (2~) ~-~271. 

•Napa - Acoustic mus1c Jam. For 
dates, times, and places, call Jeny 
at (707) 226-3084, evenings. 

•Oakland - Bluegrass jam every 
Monday from 8-11 p .m. at the 
Baja Taqueria, 4070 Piedmont 
Ave. (near 41st Street), Oakland, 
CA. Phone (510) 547-BAJA. For 
further information call Joe 
Howton (510) 843-8552. 

•Pas.adena - Traditional Music Store 
-Bluegrass and Old Time Jam 
the 1st Saturday of ever month 
from 2-5 p.m. Location is 228 H 
Molino Ave., Pasadena, CA. For 
further information, call (818) 
577-4888.(408) 377-2613. 

•Palo Alto - Santa Cruz Bluegrass 
Society Jam session the 3rd Sun
day of every month from 1 to 5 
p.m. at St. Michael's Art Cafe, 
804 Fmerson Street in Palo Alto. 

•Ramona- Jam the 4th Tuesday of 
every month 7-9:30 p.m . at 
Michuacan Mexican Restaurant, 
Main & 8th in Ramona, Call Carl 
Lambert at (619) 789-1438 for 
informatim. 

•Rialto - Jam 4th Sunday of every 

•San Fancisco - Hanno' s (in the 
Alley), 431 Natoma St, San Fran
cisco Jam Session every Sunday 
from' 4-7 p.m . for information 
call (415) .982-1837. 

•Santa Clara - Santa Clara Valley 
Fiddler's Association, John Muir 
Middle School on Branham Av
enue, two blocks west of the 
Almaden Expressway, San Jose; 
1st Sunday, 1:00 - 5:30p.m. $4 
for non-members , and $3 for 
members. 

•San Jose- Gospel Bluegrass Jam, 
Monday nights 7-9:30 p.m. at the 
St. Francis Episcopal Church, 
1205 Pine Ave., San Jose, CA. 
Call Ken Jones, (408) 281-2229 
or (408) 354-8097 for more in
formation. 

•Sonoma - Murphy's Irish Pub <?n 
the east side of the square m 
downtown Sonoma, California. 
Acoustic Jam Session 1st Sun
day of the month 4 p.m . to ? 
Acoustic Songwriters' Night the 
3rd Sunday of each month from 
4:00p.m. Live acoustic music 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
nights. For further information, 
call (7fJ7) 935-0660. 

•Van Nuys- Bluegrass Association 
of Southern California monthly 
Bluegrass Jam and Picnic at Lake 
Balboa in the Sepulveda Dam 
Recreation Area, Van Nuys, Cali
fornia. Jams every third Satur
day be!ri.nning at noon. For in
formation, call the Blue Ridge 
Pickin' Parlor at (818) 700-8288. 

•Whittier- 2 jams a month on Sun
days . Parnell Park, comer of 
Lambert & Scott, Whittier, $2 
donation. Call (8 18) 917-0973 
for information. 



The California Bluegrass Association 
Presents 

THE RENO 
BROTHERS 

And 
PAST DUE 

AND PLAYABLE 
In Concert 

Saturday April20, 1996 
,-.w 7:00 p.m. ,-.w 

Mesa Verde ffigh School 
7600 Lauppe Lane 

Citrus Heights, California 
1he doors--will open at 6:00p.m. Past Due and Playable will open the evening's 

performance, followed by two sets by the Reno Brothers. 

ADVANCE TICKETS ARE NOW AVAILABLE: 
$10 for CBA members 

$12 for the general public 
$4 for children 16 and under (accompanied by a paid adult admission) 

and 1/2 price for unaccompanied children 
Tickets are the door will be $12 each with no discounts available. 

For further infonnation please call (916) 961-9511. 

Please send me the following tickets for the Reno Brothers and Past Due and Playable Concert: 

__ CBA Member AdultTicket(s)@ $10 
__ Non-member Adult Tickets @ $12 

CBA Membership# _______ _ 

__ Child Tickets @ $4 · 
__ Child Tickets @ $6 

Name ------------~-------------------------------------------
Addr~s _________________________________________________________ __ 

City ----------------------------State---- Zip ------------------

Phone -----------------------------

Make check or money order payable to the California Bluegrass Association. Please include a stamped-self-addressed envelope. Mail ticket orders to: 

AI Shustennan 
5717 Reingold Street 
Fair Oaks, CA 95628 
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. BANDS AND UPCOMING GIGS . . · ·~ 

If you would like to be listed in this 
column, please send your enter
tainment schedule to the editor by 
the 1st of the preceding month. 
Bands will be listed unless they 
ask to be dropped from the roster. 
California Based Bands 
•Acme String Ensemble- "vin

tage string 'OOnd music". Contact 
Michael Harmon (415) 664-2858 
or Chris Carney (7f17) 876-1858. 

•Alhambra Valley Band, for in
formation contact Lynn Quino
nes (510) 229-0365. 

•All Girl Boys, for information 
and bookings call (510) .541-3145, 
or (916) 739-6101. April 13 -
Redwood Bluegrass Associates 
Concert at the Unitarian Church 
on East Charleston in Palo Alto, 
CA; 

•Andy Padlo Band, for informa
tion and bookings, call (415)431-
8307. 

•Aunt Dinah's Quilting Party, 
traditional bluegrass music. For 
information, contact Mike 
"Spumoni" Manetas at Wildwood 
Music, 1027 I Street, Arcata, CA 
95521, phone (7f17) 822-6264 or 
(lf17) 839-4451. Every 2nd and 
4th Wednesdays at 
Michelangelo's Pizza Parlor in 
Arcata 

• Backcountry, "a variety of acous
tic music", including bluegrass, 
gospel, folk, new-grass, and 
acoustic jazz. Members play gui
tar, mandolin, bass, banjo and 
dobro. Contact Doug Oark (~) 
726-2322. 

•Bear Ridge Bluegrass, Clan of 
Bluegrass, hard driving Bluegrass 
music. For information and book
ings contact "Crazy" Pat Conway 
(209) 561-4309. May 24-26-
Kern County Bluegrass Festival 
and Craft Fair, Kern County Fair
grounds, Bakersfield, CA; 

•Charlie Blacklock with 
"Charlie's Band", 1821 St. 
Charles St, Alameda, CA 94-501. 
Phone (510) 523-4649. 

•Bluer Pastures, bluegrass mu
sic. For information and book
ings, contact Glenn Sharp (818) 
776-9343 or Jeff Kartak (818) 
504-1933. 

•Brushy Peak Bluegrass Band, 
contact (510) 443-5217; 532 
Alden Lane, Livermore, CA 
94550. April19- Hugo's Cafe 
and Sports Bar, 4219 B Camino 
Real, Palo Alto, CA, 9 p.m.; 

.Cache Valley Drifters, do Wally 
Barnick, 4495 Sycamore Rd., 
Atascadero, CA 93422, (805) 
466-2850. April 25-28 - Santa 
Maria Style Bluegrass Festival, 
Santa Maria, CA; 

.California Quickstep, (916) 622-
1953 or 622-8525. 

.Cedar Grove Bluegrass Band, 
for information and bookings, 
contact Don Gerber, P.O. Box 
772, Springville, CA 93265, (209) 
782-8331 or 1-800-9%-7686. 
May 24-26- Kern County Blue
grass Festival and Craft Fair, Kern 
County Fairgrounds, Bakersfield, 
CA; 

.Country Ham, (510) 938-4221 
or (804) 985-3551. 

.Coyote Ridge, has been petform-

age 26 - Bluegrass Breakdown -

ing traditional and original blue
grass music since 1992. For infor
mation and bookings, call Alan M. 
Bond at (510) 845-2909 or write 
him at 2820 Benvenue #D, Berke
ley, CA 94705. 

•Doodoo Wah, contact Ron 
DeLacy, P.O . Bo;;, i.SOO, Colum
bia, CA 95310 or phme (209) 533-
4464. 

•Dry Creek, "Bluegrass ... and then 
some." For bookings, contact 
Lorraine Gunther (510) 233-3200 
(day) or (510) 849-4023 (night). 

•Due West- Award winning musi- , 
cians performing their own hot, 
west-coast style of bluegrass. For 
bookings or information, call Bar
bara Thomas, Bluegrass Bookings 
at (510)447-8526 or Jim Nunnally 
at (510) 787-0050. March 22 -
Hugo's Cafe and Spo11s Bar, 4219 
B Camino Real, Pale Alto, CA, 9 
p.m.; June 13-16- 21st Annual 
CBA Father's Day Weekend Blue
grass Festival, Nevada County 
Fairgrounds in Grass Valley, CA. 

•Dusty Road Boys, cor..tact Rhonda 
Williams (916) 589-2519. 

•Earthquake Country, Bluegrass 
all the way! For information or 
bookings, call Paul at (408) 366-
1653 or Mark(~) 244-8068. 

•Feather River- "Fine Bluegrass 
Music", traditional, original, con
temporary. For bookings or infor
mation, call BarOOra Thomas, Blue
grass Bookings, (510) 447-8526 
or Bob Denoncourt at (702) 359-
7523. 

•Frettin' Around, Bluegrass, lively 
acoustic, including lnnovativ~ 
styles performed on the autoharp. 
For bookings contact Tina Louise 
Barr (209) 522-6.548 after 6:00p.m. 
(PST) 

-Good Company, Country, Blue
grass, Folk, Gospel, Old Time to 
Popular Hits. Contact Jan (408) 
223-2628 or Bette (510) 376-6241. 
March 4- Lakeside Garden Oub at 
the Lakeside Garden Center (Lake 
Merritt), Oakland, CA; 

•Gospel Creek Bluegrass Band. 
For information and bookings, con
tact Rich Ferguson, 309 Beverly 
Ave., San Leandro, CA 94577, 
(510) 568-0887. 

•The Grass Menagerie, for infor
mation and bookings contact Rick 
Cornish (408) 9294174. 

•Harmony Grits, for information 
call Mike at ( 408) 685-0069 or Jim 
(~)464-1104, or write P.O. Box 
1598, Santa Cruz, CA 95061. 

•The Heartland String Band, 
Bluegrass, Traditional, Old Timey, 
touch of Irish. For information and 
bookings, call (209) 667-7279 or 
(209) 634-1190. 

•High Country, contact Butch 
Waller, P.O. Box 10414, Oakland, 
CA 94610, phone (510) 533-9370. 
March 8 - Hugo's Cafe and Sports 
Bar, 4219 El Camino Real, Palo 
Alto, CA, 9 p.m.; 

•HiJinks, P .O . Box 2513, 
Sebastopol, CA 95473. Call Chip 
or Sara (707) 823-3615. 

•High Mountain String Band, P.O. 
Box 1195, Mt. Shasta, CA 9fJ)67. 
For information and booking, call 
(916) 938-2167. 

•Highway Fifty Ramblers -a liaxl 
of Northern California traditional 
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and Southern California progres
sive bluegrass music. For infor
mation and bookings, contact Dan 
Bernstein (916) 644-7005. Every 
Friday, 7-10 p.m. at Rico's Italian 
Pizza, 1242 Broadway, Placerville, 
Ca, for information, call Joanne 
Martin (916) 6224585. 

•Homemade Jam, contact Bob 
Thomas, 8532 Cumulus Way, 
Orangevale, CA 95662 or phone 
(916) 989-0993 for information or 
bookings. 

•Horse Opry (209) 532-5109 or 
(209) 853-2128, P.O. Box 1475, 
Columbia, CA 95310. 

•In Cahoots, Jerry and Pat Pujol, 
3026 Stadium Ave., Napa, CA 
94558. For information or book
ings call (7f17) 226-3084. 

•Just Kidding, interactive tradi
tional and contemporary music for 
young folks. For information con
tact Lynn Quinones (510) 229-
0365. 

•Kathy Kallick & The Little Big 
Band (Kathy Kallick, Todd 
Phillips, Keith Little, John 
Reischman, and Tom Miller). for 
booking or information, contact 
Cash Edwards, Under the Hat Pro
ductions, 1121-B Bluebonnet 
Lane, Austin, TX 78704; (512) 
447-0544, FAX (512) 447-0544. 

•Laurel Canyon Ramblers, for 
booking or information, contact 
Cash Edwards, Under the Hat Pro
ductions, (512) 447-0544, FAX 
(512) 447-0544. 

•Laurie Lewis & Grant Street, for 
booking information, contact Cash 
Edwards, Under the Hatt Produc
tions , (512) 447-0544, FlAX (512) 
447-0544. 

•Liberty, for booking and informa
tion, contact Rudy Ekstein at (310) 
204-6102 or (818) 787-4843 or 
write to: 2721 Cardiff, Los Ange
les, CA 90034. 

•Marley's Ghost, for booking in
formation contact: ClO\er Creek 
Artists, P.O. Box 904, Oak Run, 
CA 96069-0904 or phme 1-800-
266-0352 or (916) 472-3165, FAX 
(916) 472-3067. 

•Mother Lode Bluegrass Band, 
Grass Valley, CA. Call Dave (916) 
272-8089. 

•Mountain Creatures, for book
ings and information contact Lee 
Ann Welch-Caswell at(~) 867-
4324 or Sonja Shell at (408) 3.54-
3872. 

•Mountain Laurel, for bookings 
and information contact Earle 
White, P.O. Box 506, Grass Val
ley, CA 95945 or call (916) 272-
3603. 

•New Lost Foothillbilly's -old time 
string band music and other rural 
favorites. For information and 
bookings, call (209) 245-4534 or 
(209) 296-2601. 

•Past Due and Playable. For infor
mation call (916) 265-4328 or (916) 
265-8672. March 29 - Hugo's 
Cafe and Sports Bar, 4219 El 
Camino Real, Palo Alto, CA, 9 
p.m.; April20- In Concert with the 
Reno Brothers, sponsored by CBA 
at Mesa Verde High School in 
Citrus Heights, CA; 

•Piney Creek Weasels, (916) 446-
2045. April 25-28 - Santa Maria 
Style Bluegrass Festival, Santa 

Maria,CA; 
•Playing Possum, contact Allan 
McCune , 520 S . Ditmar, 
Oceanside, CA 920.54, phone (619) 
757-2314. 

•Poison Oak Band, contact David 
or Linda, 28140 Whitmore Rd., 
Millvile, CA 96062, phone (916) 
472-3347. 

•Radio Rail, for information a ::;J 
bookings, write to Piercy, :?312 
Jane, Mt View, CA 94043 March 
3, 10, 1.7. 24 & 31- City Ex.presso, 
5237 Stevens Creek Blvd., Santa 
Clara, CA; March 30 - Molloy's 
Tavern, 1655 Mission Rd, Colma, 
CA; April 7, 14, 21, 28- City 
Expresso, 5237 Stevens Creek 
Blvd., Santa Clara, CA; April6-
Alice's Restaurant, 17288 Skyline 
Blvd, Woodside, CA; April 12-
Hug-a-Berry, 336 A Santa Cruz 
Ave., Los Gatos, CA; April14-
Farmers Market, 1114 Irwin St., 
San Rafael, CA; April 27 -The 
Wine Cellar, 150 Sacramento St., 
Auburn, CA. 

•Red Dirt Bullies, for information 
and bookings, call Dennis Sullivan 
at (916) 342-8270 or John Wahl at 
(916) 898-1114. 

•The River City Boys, for booking 
or information call (9 i 6) 454-
5015 or (916) 457-0713. 

•Roanoke, traditional, driving blue
grass. For information and book
ings, call John Kael, (408) 427-
2248, 420 Market Street, Santa 
Guz, CA 950ro. March 30- Rooie 
McCann's Irish Pub, 1220 Pacific 
Ave., Santa Cruz, CA, 9 p.m.; 
April 25-28- Santa Maria Style 
Bluegrass Festival, Santa Maria , 
CA; May 19 - Freight and Salvage 
Coffee House, Berkeley; June 1 & 
2 - Wild Iris Folk Festival in 
Booneville, CA; 

•Rose Canyon Bluegrass Band, 
traditional, contemporary and 
original bluegrass. For bookings 
and information contact Elizabeth 
Burkett, 3027 Olive St., SanDi
ego, CA 92104 or call (619) 283-
6059. 

•Rural Delivery, contact Larry or 
Carol Bazinet, 26185 Maitlin Rd., 
Romona, CA 92065, phone (619) 
486-3437 or 789-7629. 

•Ryestraw - "A fresh approach to a 
traditional sound." For booking 
information, contact Paul Lee, 4876 
Huntington Way, Santa Maria, CA 
93455- phone (805) 937-5055. 

•The Ryestraw Band, for book
ings for information, write P.O . 
Box 334, La Canada, CA 91012, 
phone (918) 957-2160. 

•Saddle Rash Bluegrass Band, for 
bookings and information, call 
(916) 581-1193. 

•Phil Salazar, with The Rincon 
Ramblers, Acadiana, John 
McEuen, Kenny Menard Zydeco 
Band and Mighty PINE For infor
mation or bookings, call (805) 653-
2380 or on the Internet use http: // 
www.west.net/4>salazar, or eMail 
Phil at psalazar@west.net. 

•Schankman Twins, (bluegrass) 
For information and booking, write 
P.O. Box 9226, Calabasas, CA 
91372, or call (818) 713-0677 . 

•Sidesaddle & Co. - contact Kim or 
Lee Anne, P.O. Box 462, Saratoga, 
CA 95071, phone(~) 637-8742 

or (408) 867-4324. March 1 -
Hugo's Olfl! and Sports Bar, 4219 
Fl Camino Real, Palo Alto, CA, 9 
p.m.; M;.;rrch 2 & 3 - Orchard 
Hardware Supply How-To Fair, 
Alameda County Fairgrounds, 
Pleasanton, CA; March 15 -
Hugo's Cafe and Sports Bar, 4219 
Fl Camino Real, Palo Alto, CA, 9 
p.m.; AprilS- Hugo's Cafe and 
Sports Bar, 4219 Fl Camino Real, 
Palo Alto, CA, 9 p.m.; April 26 -
Hugo's Cafe and Sports Bar,4219 
8 Camino Real, Palo Alto, CA, 9 
p.m. ; 

•Sierra Blue, Bluegrass and acous
tic country duets. Call Hugh or 
Sherri Hoeger at(916) 933-1790. 

•Sierra Mountain Bluegrass, con
tact Jesse Askins, 6023 Wright 
Ave., Bakersfield, CA 93308, 
phone (805) 393-1293. 

•Slate Mountain Bluegrass 
Band; for information and book
ings write 6864 Diablo View Tr., 
Placerville, CA 95667 or call 
(916) 644-2149 or (916) 333-
4083. 

•Sonoma Mountain Band, for in
formation and bookings, contact 
John Karsemeyer, (707) 996-
4029, P.O. Box 44, Bdridge, Ca 
95431. 1st Friday of every month, 
8-10 p.m. Murphy's Irish Pub, on 
the east side of Sonoma Plaza in 
downtown Sonoma, California, 
phone (7f17) 935-0660. 

•Sourdough Slim- P.O. Box 2021, 
Paradise, CA 95967, phone (916) 
872-1187. March 2 - Cowboy 
Poetry & Music Show, Durham, 
CA (916) 894-2250; March 9-
Cowboy Jubilee, Community 
Center, Carson City, NV, 6 & 9 
p.m., (702) 883-1532; March 16 -
Cowboy Poetry and Music Show, 
Grange Hall, Vinton, CA, (916) 
993-4408; April12-14- Clark 
County Fair, Logandale, NV, 
(702) 398-3247; March 26 & 27 -
End of Trail Festival, Norco, CA, 
(714) 991-7277; April28- Autry 
Museum of Western Heritage, 
Los Angeles, CA, 12:30-3 p.m., 
(213) 667-2000; June 8 & 9- Kit 
Carson Rendezvous, Mills Park, 
Carson City, NV, (702) 267-3663; 

•Springfield Crossing, original 
folk, jazz, bluegrass, swing. Con
tact Richard Sholer, P.O. Box 
1073, Twain Harte, CA 95383 or 
phone (209) .586-2374. 

•String Nation, 25 Lakewood 
Way, Chico, CA 95926, phone 
(916) 342-7390 or 893-1003. 

•Tenbrooks, for bookings or in
formation contact Robbie Mac 
Donald (415) 726-1268 or Jerry 
Logan (415) 494-8417. 

•Valley Bluegrass Boys:, contact 
Jim Innis, 10270 Romona Dr., 
Spring Valley, CA 91977, phone 
(619) 670-2521. 

•Sally VanMeter/Tammy 
Fassaert Band, for information 
and bookings, contact Clover 
Creek Artists, P.O. Box 904, Oak 
Run, CA 9fJ)69-0904 or phone 1-
800-266-ffi52 or (916) 472-3065, 
FAX (916) 472-3067. 

•Virtual Strangers- (bluegrass) 
for information or bookings, call 
Jon at (lf17) 553-9327 or Mike at 
(707) 255-6230. 

•Wild Blue, Bluegrass Trio fea-



turing Elmo Shropshire on Banjo. 
For boolcings call (415) 924-7814, 
or write to P.O. Box 724, Lark
spur, CA 94Cf77. 

• Vern & Del Williams Band, P.O. 
Box 336, Valley Springs, CA 
95252. 

•The Wilton Prison Band, tradi
tional Bluegrass and New Grass . 
For boolcing or infonnation, con
tact the Warden's Office - Drew 
Evans at (916) 344-&589 or Randy 
at (916) 687-8556. 

•The Witcher Brothers, for infor
mation or bookings, contact Den
nis Witcher, P.O. Box 33903, 
Granada Hills, CA 91394, phone 
(818) 366-7713. April13- Red
wood Bluegrass Associates con
cert at the Unitarian Church in 
Palo Alto, CA; April25-28- Santa 
Maria Style Bluegrass Festival, 
Santa Maria, CA; June 13-18-
CBA's 21st Annual Father's Day 
Weekend Bluegrass Festival, 
Grass Valley, Ca; 

•Yesterday's Country Roads, 
"Country, Bluegrass Gospel'', for 
infonnation, contact Dan Bonds, 
P.O. Box 727, Hilmar, CA 95324 
or call (209) 632-9079. 

Bands Based in Other States 
•Blue Highway, for booking for 
information, contact Oass Act En
tertainment, P.O. Box 771, 
Gallatin, TN 37066, (615) 451-
1229. :May 24- Strawbeny Spring 
Music Festival, Camp Mather, 
CA; 

•The BluegrD$ Patriots, for book
ing contact Patriot Management, 

' · 1807 Essex Drive, Fort Collins, 
Colorado 00526, phone (3ffi) 482-
0863. June 13-16 - 21st Annual 
CBA Father's Day Weekend 
Bluegrass Festival, Nevada 
County Fairgrounds in Grass Val
ley,CA. 

•Lou Reid- Terry Baucom and 
Carolina. For booking infonna
tion contact: Clover Creek Art
ists, P.O. Box 904, Oak Run, CA 
96069-0904 or phone 1-800-266-
0352 or (916) 472-3065, FAX 
(916) 472-3067. 

•Cold Thunder Bluegrass Band, 
''Traditional, contemporary and 
original Bluegrass Music", for 
booking information, contact Joe 
Ross, P.O. Box 5094, Roseburg, 
OR 97470 or call (503) 673-9759. 

•Vince Combs and the Shadetree 
Bluegrass Boys, traditional Blue
grass music. For bookings and 
information, contact Vince 
Combs, 665 West Krepps Rd., 
Xenia, OH 45385 or phone (513) 
372"7%2 or Grayce Ausburn 
Agency (410) 768-0224. 

•The Cox Family, for infonnation 
and bookings contact Keith Case 
and Associates, (615) 327-4646; 
(615) 327-4949 FAX. 

•J.D. Crowe and the New South, 
for information and boolcings con
tact Keith Case and Associates, 
phone (615) 327-4646; (615) 3z:7-
4949FAX. 

•Dry Branch Fire Squad, for in
formation and bookings contact 
Bill Evans, 503 Hill Ave., 
Owensboro, KY 42301, (502) 
926-7891 (weekdays) or (502) 
685-2373 (evenings). 

BANDS AND UPCOMING GIGS 
•Bill Emerson, for bookings and 
information, contact John Emerson 
at Acoustrigrass Entertainment, 
Ltd., P.O. Box 106, Strausburg, 
VA 22657-0106 or call (703) 465-
4252. 

•Foxfire, for bookings and infor
mation, contact Lany Bulaich, P.O. 
Box 1091 #42, Grants Pass, OR 
97526 or Jeff Jones, 349 E. Main 
St. #9, Ashland, OR 97520 (503) 
482-1418. 

•Front Range, for bookings and 
information contact Cash Edwards, 
Under the Hat Productions; (512) 
447-0544, FAX (512) 447-0544. 
June 13-16- 21st Annual CBA 
Father's Day Weekend Bluegrass 
Festival, Nevada County Fair
grounds in Grass Valley, CA. 

•HighStrung - for bookings and 
information, contact John Fmerson 
at Acoustrigrass Entertainment, 
Ltd., P.O. Box 106, Strausburg, 
VA 22657-0106 or call (703) 465-
4252. 

•Steve Kaufman, for infonnation 
about concerts, workshops and 
bookings, calll-800-FLATPIK or 
outside US call (615) 982-3808, 
P.O. Box 1020, Alcoa, TN 37701. 
June 9-15, 1996 - Ratpicking Camp 
at Maryville College in Tennes
see. For infonnation, call 1-800-
FLATPIK; 

•The James King Band, for infor
mation and booking, contact Oo
ver Creek Artists, 1-800-266-0352 
or (916) 472-~. FAX (916) 472-
3067. 

•Alison Krauss and Union Sta
tion, for information and bookings 
contact Keith Case and Associ
ates, (615) 327-4646; (615) 327-
4949 FAX. June 14 - 21st Annual 
CBA Father's Day Weekend Blue
grass Festival, Grass Valley, CA; 

•Doyle Lawson and Quicksilver, 
for information and boolcings write: 
P.O. Box3141, Bristol, TN 37625-
3141. June 14 & 15, 1996 - 21st 
Annual CBA Father's Day Week
end Bluegrass Festival, Grass Val
ley,CA; 

•Lewis Family, Route 1, Box 75, 
Lincolnton, GA 30817. Phone 

(404) 359-3767. 
•Lonesome River Band, for book
ings and information, contact John 
Emerson at Acoustrigrass Enter
tainment, Ltd., P.O. Box 106, 
Strausburg, VA 22657-0106 or call 
(703) 465-4252. 

•Claire Lynch and the Front 
Porch String Band, forinfonna
tion and bookings contact Class 
Act Entertainment, P.O. Box 771, 
Gallatin, TN 37066, phone (615) 
451-1229. 

•Del McCoury Band, for infonna
tion and bookings contact Keith 
Case and Associates, (615) 327-
4646; (615) 327-4949 FAX. April 
25-28 - Santa Maria Style Blue
grass Festival, Santa Maria, CA; 

•John McEuen, for information and 
bookings write 5384 S. Alpine, 
Murray, Utah 84107 or call (801) 
265-8486. March 4- Palookaville, 
Santa Cruz, CA; March 5 -Freight 
& Salvage Coffee House, Berke
ley,CA; 

•Lynn Monis Band, for infonna
tion and bookings contact Class 
Act Entertainment, P.O. Box 771, 
Gallatin, TN 37066, phone (615) 
451-1229. 

•Nashville Bluegrass Band, for in
formation and bookings contact 
Keith Case and Associates (615) 
327-4646; (615) 327-4949 FAX. 
May 25 & 26 - Strawberry Spring 
Music Festival, Camp Mather, 
(near Yosemite), California; 

•The New Asheville Grass, for in
formation and bookings, contact 
Desi Murphy, 834 Cragmont Rd. 
#15, Blaci: Mountain, NC 28711 
(704) 669&7 52 or Nicholas Chan
dler, 13 Christ School R~ Arden, 
NC 28701 (704) 684-4968. June 
13-16- 21st Annual CBA Father's 
Day Weekend Bluegrass Festival, 
Grass Valley, CA; 

•Northern Lights, for additional 
information and booking contact 
Linda Bolton, 161 Pantry Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776-1112 or 
phone (508) 443-8625. 

•David Parmley-Scott Vestal & 
Continen:al Divide, for booking 
or infonmtion, contact Stephanie 
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MICHAEL A LEWI~ 
[fine t!!:lnrlcrafled Musical Instruments 

\ ({ . 
Archtop Gttt.tars 

rp-_/ FlatTop Guitars 
Mandolins 

C. F. Maitin 
Service Center 
(91.6) 272-4124 

20807 E. Spring Ranches Rd. 
Grass Valley, CA 95949 USA 

Surber (407) 856-0245. June 13-
16, 1996 - 21st Annual CBA 
Father's Day Weekend Bluegrass 
Festival, Grass Valley, CA; 

•Sand Mountain Boys, Traditional 
Bluegrass Music. For boolcings and 
information contact Kenny 
Townsel, 1983 County Rd. 479, 
AI bertville, AL 35950, (205) 561-
3373 

•Southern Rail, P.O. Box 323, 
Watertown, MA 02'1:72-0323. For 
booking information contact 
Sharon Horovitch at (617) 891-
0258. 

•Larry Sparks and the Lonesome 
Ramblers, for bookings and in
fonnation please contact The Larry 
Sparks Show, P.O. Box 505, 
Greensburg, IN 47240, or phone 
(812) 663-8055. 

•Ralph Stanley and the Clinch 
Mountain Boys, for infonnation 
and bookings contact Randy 
Campbell of Superior Communi
cations Company, 340 S. Colum
bus Blvd., Tucson, AZ 85711-

. 4138, phone (520) 327-5439, FAX 
(520) 327-5378, L.A. Office (213) 
258-0%9. 

•Larry Stephenson Band, for 
bookings and information write to: 
P.O. Box 73l,Antioch, TN37011-
0731, phone (615) 731-3123 or 
The Grayce Ausburn Agency (410) 
768-0224. 

•The Tylers, Bluegrass, Old-time 
Country and Gospel featuring the 
close family vocal harmonies of 
Joe, Kathy and Dee. For bookings 
for information, write 27602 N. 

9.568 or phone (602) .584-1552, 
FAX (602) .584-4396. March 1, 2 
& 3 - 2nd Annual Buckeye Blue
grass Festival, Buckeye, AZ; 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

FOR SALE 
1942 D-18, G.C., power guitar, Hay 
this one and- see why Doc and 
Nonnan love 'em - $3,500. OR 
THE 1992 D-18V, (Martin Custom 
Shop), E. C. very live top- $18,00 or 
best offer. Must sell one of them. 
Also MESA BOOGIE MK III 
Amp. - E. C. - $800 or best offer. 
Call Gordon at (510) 831-8864. p3/ 
96 

CBA LOGO MERCHANDISE 
makes great gifts for your family 
and friends. Bumber Stickers, But
tons, Calendars, Cookbooks, Cof
fee Mugs, Caps, Sports Bottles, 
Sweatshirts, T -Shirts, Visors and 
much more available now at reason
able prices. CBA Jackets are now 
available! See the order blank on 
the back page of this issue for easy 
shopping by mail. 

CBA'S 20TH ANNIVERSARY 
RECORDING- great selection of 
bluegrass perfonners recorded live 
at the CBA's Grass Valley Blue
grass Festival since 1976! Avail
able in cassette or CD. See inside 
back page of this issue for ordering 

Great new book with 150 transcribed solos. 
Fantastic tabs of all the great players. 

JETHRO BURNS, DOYLE LAWSON, DAVID GRISMAN, BILL MONROE, RICKY SKAOOS, ADAM STEFFEY. 
RONNIE McCOURY, MIKE MARSHALL, JOHNNY GIMBI.E. TIM O'BRIEN, MARK OCONNOR. SAM BUSH, 

JOHN REISHMAN, PAUL GLAssE. JIMMY GAUDREAU, HERSHEL SIZEMORE. ETC. 

$33.45 ppd. 
Ridge Runner. Dept BB-504 

84 York Crvvk Drivv 
Driftwood. TUGS 78619. 

1-800 

6uiUers of !J{entfrick§ banjos 

P.O. 'Bo:t:_ 1197 
Po«oc{ Pines, Ol 95726 

(916) 644-6891 
repair, restoration, custom wen{ 

Ron Stanley 

DOBRO 
Lead and Harmony Vocals 

Guitar 

707-923-2603 
Box 724 

Garberville, CA 95542 
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•March 1-3 - 2nd Annual Buck
eye Bluegrass Review at Eagle 
Mountain Ranch in Buckeye, 
Arizona Featuring: The Tylers, 
The Cowboy Legends, The 
Sundance Ooggers, The Grass 
Whackers, David Shoup (Ari
zona Champion Fiddler), The 
Hat Band & Hat Band Kids , 
Out of the Blue, Cabin Fever, 
Bluegrass Express, The Kibbey 
Family, Homemade Jam Band, 
High Desert Bluegrass and 
more. Children's Crafts and 
music workshops are scheduled 
Admission is $5 Advance $6 
Gate for adults and $2 Advance 
or $3 Gate for kids (no ages 
specified). Dry camping is 
available for $5 per day per unit 
F<r information or tickets, write 
to Ben Sandoval, Buckeye Blue
grass Review, do Eagle Moun
tain Ranch , 12 100 S . Dean 
Road, Buckeye, AZ 85326, or 
call (602) 386-2316. 

•March 1 & 2 - Bluegr ass First 
C~ at the Great Smok:ies Holi
day Inn SunSpree Resort in 
Ashville, North Carolina Fea
turing: Doyle Lawson and 
Quicksilver, Lou Reid , Terry 
Baucom and Carolina, Illrd 
Tyme Out, Lonesome River 
Band, the Del McCoury Band, 
and Tony Rice and the Denton 
All-Star Band. For tickets or 
information, write to: Milton 
Harkey, P .O . Box 7661, 
Asheville, NC 28802, or call 
(702) 252-1233. 

• March 2 A co us tic 
Extraordinaire at BIDE #599 
Lodge, Elks Lake Road, 
Hattiesburg, MS. Featuring 
Nashville Songwriters in the 
Round (Carl Jackson, Larry 
Cordle, Jim Rushing, and Jerry 
Salley) For information, con
tact Elks Dixie Music Commit
tee at (601) .544-7676 or (601) 
582-5124. 

•March 7-10 - 1996 Kissimmee 
Kiwanis Bluegrass Festival at 
the Silver Spurs Rodeo 
Grmmds, Kissimmee, florida. 
Featuring: The Osborne Broth
ers, The Lewis Family, Red & 
Murphy and Their Excellent 
Children, Lonesome River 
Band, Lynn Morris Band, The 
Reno Brothers, Continental Di
vide, The Rarely Herd, The 
Porchdogs , Doug Cloud & 
County Line, Hand Picked, and 
Big John Burley. Emcees are 
Col. Tom Riggs and Evan Carl. 
For information or tickets, call 
l-&Xl473-7773 or write to P.O. 
Box 456, Orlando, FL 32802. 

•March 8-10- Sonoma County 
Folk Festival at the Luther 
Burbank Center in Santa Rosa, 
California. Featuring: Iris De
ment, Onye, Waterside, 
Kapalakiko Hawaiian Band, 
Ramblin' Jack Elliot, Ferron, 
Liz Masterson & Sean 
Blackburn, Nightingale, and 
more. Instrumental and dance 
workshops, open mike, con
certs, children's activities, and 
more. Forinformationand tick-
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ets, call (7fJ7) 546-3600. 
•March 8-10- The Indy Classic 

Bluegrass Festival at the 
Ramada Hotel·Airport, in India
napolis, Indiana Featuring: The 
Cox Family, Ralph Stanley and 
the Oinch Mountain Boys, Blue 
Night, Warrior River Boys, 
Charlie Sizemore Band, New 
Vintage, the Hart Brothers, the 
Larkin Family, and Tommy 
Brown and County Line. For 
tickets or information, call (217) 
243-3159. 

•March 14 or 15- 17- The Pines 
Hotel 9th Annual Bluegrass 
Festival at the Pines Resort Ho
tel , South Fallsburg, New York. 
Featuring: Red Wing, The Del 
McCoury Band, Raymond 
Fairchild, Jim and Jesse, Lone
some River Band, The Jones 
Brothers & the L, Country Ham, 
The Lewis Family, The Stevens 
FamilY: Mike Stevens, The Wild
wood Girls, Hilton Kelly & The 
Sid, and the Larkin Family. For 
information or tickets, write to 
The Pines Resort Hotel , S. 
Fallsburg, NY 12779, phone 
(607) 363-2211. For room reser
vatipns, call l -800-367-4637. 

•March 16- Uncle Jed's Riverboat 
Pick ing P arty #9 on the Sacra
mento River . A six-hour cruise 
on the river featuring the "best 
floating Bluegrass Jamfest 
around" . Tickets are now avail
able for $18 . .50 per person. For 
information or reservations, con
tact Drew Evans, 5909 Walking 
Stick Court, Citrus Heights, CA 
95621, phone (916) 344-8589. 

Happy St Patrick's Day 
March 17th 

•M arch 22 - South Mississippi 
Bluegrass Jamboree, South 
Mississippi Music Hall , 
Runnelstown, MS . Featuring 
Doyle Lawson and Quicksilver 
and Steel Blue. For information, 
contact Elks Dixie Music Com
mittee at (601) .544-7676 or (601) 
582-5124. 

•March 22- 24- Lucerne Campout 
and Jam, at the Lucerne Moose 
Lodge, on Pawnee Road in 
Lucerne Valley, California. For 
information or directions, call 
(619( 247-5503. 

•March 23 & 24- All Association 
· Jam hosted by SNBMS (South

ern Nevada Bluegrass Music 
Society) near Searchlight, Ne
vada. Dry camping only, no fa
cilities or water. Free admission 
and no camping fees. For infor
mation, call Smitty at (702) .564-
5455. 

•March 29 & 30- 29th Annual 
Northern Regional Fiddle 

1996 

Championships, presented by 
the California State Old Time 
Fiddler's Association at Oroville 
Municipal Auditorium, Oroville, 
California For information arid 
contest registration, call (916) 
533-7950 or (916) 679-2370. 

•March 29 - 31 - Calico HuUabaloo 
1996, at Calico Ghost Town, 
Yermo, California. Country and 
bluegrass music, gunfights, world 
tobacco spitting championships, 
clog dancing, and more. For 
information, call 1-800-TO
CALim. 

•March 29-31 -Northern Illinois 
Bluegrass Festival at the Holi
day Inn in Naperville, illinois . 
Featuring: Jim and Jesse and the 
Virginia Boys, the Cox Family, 
Eddie Adcock Band, Special 
Consensus, Rarely Herd, Cor
nerstone, McGee Creek Connec
tion, Slavek Hanzlik Band, the 
Larkin Family, and R unning Fox 
Band. For tickets or informa
tion, call (217) 243-3159. 

•March 30 & 31 - Central Wash
ingto n Music Ass ociation 
Spring Cam~ l n . For informa
tion, contact Rick Jorgensen, 
President, 18021 1509th Ave. 
E., Orting, WA 98360 or phone 
(360) 893-4227. 

APRIL 

Happy Easter - ApJ;il 7th 
•April 12 - 14 - 2nd Annual 

Durango Bluegrass Meltdown 
in Durango, Colorado. For in
formation, contact Don Cooke at 
(970) 259-9458. 

• April 13 - MississiJppi Regional 
Pizza Hut Intermational Blue
grass Showdown at Elks Dixie 
Music Park, Browns Bridge 
Road, Hattiesburg, MS. Featur
ing Bluegrass Talent Search, 
Boiled Crawfish and Cajun Cui
sine, Stage Show and lickety 
Split (1995 SE USA Showdown 
Champions). For information, 
contact Elks Dixie Music Com
mittee at (601) .544-7676 or (601) 
582-5124. 

•Api119- Bluegrass at Napredak, 
8 p.m. at Napredak Hall , 770 
Montegue Expressway in San 
Jose, California. Featuring the 
Reno Brothers, Dr. Elmo and 
Wild Blue and Sidesaddle & Co. 
Advance tickets are $13, $15 at 
the door. For information phone 
(408) 270-4724 or send check 
and ticket information to Wayne 
Dye, 1658 East Capitol Express
way, Suite 517, San Jose, Ca 
95121. 

•April 19- 21- Hagerman Old 
Timers Day & Bluegrass Festi
val in Artesia, New Mexico. For 

information, contact Roy 
Merworth, 2716 W. Menafee 
Ave., Artesia, NM 88210, (505) 
746-9351. 

•April 20 - CBA presents The 
Reno Brothers in Concert at 
the Mesa Verde High School, 
7600 Lauppe Lane in Citrus 
Heights , CA . Advance tickets 
now on sale. Members are $10 
for CBA members; $12 for non
members; $4 for children 16 and 
under when accompanied by a 
paid adult admission; 112 price 
for children 16 and under unac
companied by an adult. For in
formation or tickets, contact AI 
Shusterman at (916) %1-9511. 

•April25-28- 6th Annual Santa 
Maria Style Bluegrass Festival 
at the Santa Barbara Fairgrounds 
in Santa Maria, CA. Featuring: 
The Del McCoury Band, The 
Reno Brothers, Chris Jones and 

·the Night Drivers, The Piney 
Creek Weasels, The Cache Val
ley Drifters, The Witcher Broth
ers, Roanoke, Highstrung, Coy
ote Brothers and the Cripple 
Creek Ooggers. For information, 
call (805) 928-6952. 

•April 25-28- Merle Fest '96, in 
Wilkesboro, North Carolina For 
information, write to Merlfest, 
P.O. Box 120, Wilkesboro, NC 
28697 or call 1-800-666-1820. 

•April27- 28 - High Plains Old
Time Country Music Show and 
Contest in Douglas, Wyoming. 
For information, contact Vern 
Billingsley, P .O. Box 480, Dou
glas, WY 82633 or call (307) 
358-~. 

Happy Mother's Day -
May 12th 

•May 9-11 -4th Annual Mother's 
Day Shower of the Stars Blue
grass Festival at American Le
gion park, Rt. 229, 1 mile north 
of Culpeper, Virginia. Featur
ing: Ralph Stanley and the Oinch 
Mountain Boys, Country Cur
rent, Willow Branch, Country 
Gentlemen, Lost and Found, The 
Reno Brothers, Red Wing, James 
Bailey & Company, Vince 
Combs & Shadetree Bluegrass, 
Jim Orange and the Orange Blos
soms, Larry SJIDks and the Lone
some Ramblers, Raymond 
Fairchild, James King Band, Bass 
Mountain Boys, Hobbs and Part
ners, Alvin Breeden and the Vir
ginia Cut Ups, and Eddie Gill 
and the Grassmasters. For infor
mation and tickets, write to: TIG 
Productions, Inc., P.O Box 227, 

Ruckersville, VA 22968, or call 
(804) 985-4727. 

•May 10, 11 & 12 - CBA Spring 
Campout and Jammers' Fes
tival at the Colusa County Fair
grounds, near Colusa, CA. RV 
camping $13, Tent camping $7 
per night per unit For further 
information, call Al Shusterman 
at (916) 961-9511. 

•May 10-12 - Calico Spring Festi
val at Calico Ghost Town, 
Yermo, California. Featuring: 
The Marty Warburton Band, 
Laurel Canyon Ramblers, Blue
grass Etc., Circuit Riders, Julie 
Wingfield, and Clay County. 
The Southwestern Regional 
Pizza Hut International Blue
grass Showdown will take place 

· on Sunday at 1 p.m. Through
out the weekend there will be 
bluegrass music, history tours, 
gunfights , 1880's style games 
and singing for free apple pies . 
Camping is available on site for 
$10 per unit per night. Admis
sion is $6 for adults; $4 for Jun
iors; and children under 6 are 
free. Calico Ghost Town is lo
cated off I -15, 10 minutes north 
of Barstow, California. For in
forma tion, call 1-800-TO-
CALim . . 

•May 22-26 - '96 NAIRD Con
vention in Baltimore, Maryland 
National Association of Inde
pendent Record Distributors and 
Manufacturers' annual conven
tion and trade show. Conven
tion will feature reception, Re
tail Special Interest Group (SIG) 
meeting, workshops, trade 
show, and other events of inter
est to independent record pro
ducers and retailers. For further 
information, contact Pat Martin 
at (606) 633-0946. 

•May 23 - 27 -Strawberry Spring 
Music Festival, Camp Mather, 
near Yosemite, California Fea
turing: Blue Highway, Laura 
Love Band, Nashville Bluegrass 
Band, Southern Rail , Our Kind 
of Grass, Alan Munde & Joe 
Carr, and lots more. For infor
mation or tickets, call (209) 533-
0191. 

•May 24- 26- Kern County Blue
grass Festival and Craft Fair 
at the Kern County Fairgrounds 
in Bakersfield, CA. Featuring 
the Cy Clark Band, The Andy 
Rau Band, The Cedar Grove 
Bluegrass Band, Lillies of the 
West and the Roger Perry Band 
For more information, call (209) 

445-1459. 

•June 1 & 2-4th Annual Wild Iris 
Folk Festival , a benefit for 
KZYX FM, at the Mendocino 
County Apple Fairgrounds in 
Boonville, California. Featur
ing: Mike Seeger, Rosalie Sor
rels, Those Darn Accordions, 
Roanoke, and more to be added. 
Music and craft workshops, 
open mikes, a crafts fair, local 
food, wines and beer and infor
mal jamming. Camping avail
able on site. For information 
and tickets, call (7fJ7) 895-2966. 



•June 1 & 2-4th Annual Wald 1m 
Folk Festival, a benefit for 
KZYX FM, at the Mendocino 
County Apple Fairgrounds in 
Boonville, California. Featur
ing: Mike Seeger, Rosalie Sor
rels, Those Darn Accordions, 
Roanoke, and more to be added. 
Music and craft workshops, 
open mikes, a crafts fair, local 
food, wines and beer and infor
mal jamming. Camping avail
able on site. For information 
and tickets, call (1(]7) 895-2966. 

•Jme 1 & 2 - Desert Oasis Musk 
Festival & Ragtown Rendez
vous at the Churchill County 
Fairgromds in Fallon, Nevada 
For information, contact Jim 
Moore, 99 Scheckler Road, 
Fallon, NV 89406, phone (702) 
423-m3. 

•Jme 3-6- Autoharp Workshop 
for new players at the Ozark 
Folk Center in Mountain View, 
Arkansas. Instructor is Charles 
Whitmer. Shape Note Sacred 
Harp Singing is also offered 
from 6-7 p.m. each night of 
workshop. For information or 
reservations, please call (501) 
269-3851. 

•Jme 7, 8 & 9- Bryan Bluegrass 
Festival at Lake Bryan park, 
Bryan, Texas (near Texas A&M 
in College Station). Featuring: 
Front Range, Tilmon, Molly and 
Bloom, Interstate Bluegrass 
Company, Bill Cargill and 
Friends, Brazos Country Grass, 
Red Eye, Wyldwood, Dr. Fry's 
Medicine Band, Bluegrass Re
union, and more. Arts and crafts 
and concessions on site. Swim
ming and fishing available on 
premises. Rough camping is $5 
per day and RV camping with 
electricity is $10 per day per 
unit. For reservations or infor
mation, call the City of Bryan 
Parks and Recreation at (409) 
361-3656 or Rodney O'Connor 
at (409) 279-3963. . 

•June 10-13 - Autoharp Work
shop for Intermediate players at 
the Ozark Folk Center in Mom
tain View, Arkansas. Instructor 
is Charles Whitmer. Shape Note 
Sacred Harp Singing is also of
fered from 6-7 p.m. each night 
of workshop. For information 
or reservations, please call (501) 
269-3851. 

•June 13-15- Lake Anna Blue
grass Festival at Christopher 
Run Campground on Lake 
Anna, 40 miles West of 
Fredricksburg, Virginia. Fea
turing: Charlie Waller and the 
Country Gentlemen, Raymond 
Fairchild, Jimmy Martin & The 
Sunny Mountain Boys, The 
Reno Brothers, The Ba..s Moun
tain Boys, Lost and Found, The 
Lewis Family and more. For 
information or tickets, write to: 
Christopher Run Campground, 
7149 Zachary Taylor Highway, 
Mineral, VA 23117, oc call (.540) 
894-4744. 

•June 13-16- 21st Annual CBA 
Father's Day Weekend Blue
grass Festival at the Nevada 
County Fairgrounds in Grass 
Valley, California. Featuring: 

UPCOMING MUSIC EVENTS 
Alison Krauss and Union Sta
tion, Doyle lawson and Quick
silver, IIIrd Tyme Out, Mac 
Wiseman, the Osborne Brothers, 
David Parmley, Scott Vestal and 
Continental Divide, The Blue
grass Patriots, Kate Brislin and 
Jody Stecher, Due West, Chero
kee, Front Range, Chris Jones 
and the Night Drivers , Ric-O
Chet, Skeeter and the Skidmarks, 
the Witcher Brothers and more 
to be announced. Wednesday 
Children's Concert, 4-day 
Children's program, camping on 
site, luthiers, music, crafts and 
food vendors. Early Bird Dis
cotmt Tickets now on sale through 
February 28, 1996 (Ticket order 
form on Page 25). For informa
tion, call (209) 293-1559, FAX 
(209) 293-1220. 

Happy Father's Day 
June 16th 

•June 14-16- Huck Finn's 20th 
Anniversary Jubilee, Mojave 
Narrows Regional park in 
Victorville, California. Featur
ing: Doyle lawson and Quick
silver, The Osborne Brothers, 
Continental Divide, Marty 
Warburton Band, Julie 
Wingfield, Circuit Riders, light
house, Witcher Brothers, Up
stairs String Band, Piney Creek 
Weasels, Chaparral, The Hat 
Band, Shady Creek and the 
Charlie Darrell Band. For infor
mation, contact Don Tucker, P.O. 
Box 54619, Riverside, CA 92517 
or call (909) 780-8810. 

•June 14-16 - Live Oak Music Fes
tival in Santa Barbara, Califor
nia. For information, contact 
Chris Anderson, 4100 V achell 
lane, San Luis Obispo, CA 
93401 or call (805) 549-5229. 

•June 20-23- 1996 Telluride Blue
grass Festival in Telluride, Colo
rado. For information, contact 
Planet Bluegrass, 500 W. Main 
St., Lyons, CO 80540 or call1-
800-624-2422. 

•June 28-30 - Black Hills Blue
grass Festival in Rapid City, 
South Dakota For information, 
contact Carol McConnell, 713 
7th St., Rapid City, SD 57701 or 
call (605) 394-4101 or (605) 348-
1198. 

JULY 
•July 4-6 - Salem Bluegrass 

Association's All Oregon Blue
grass Festival, Oregon State 
Fairgrounds, Salem, OR. For 
information, contact Ken 
Cartwright at (503) 399-1130. 

•July 4 - 7 - Mountain Laurel 

Autoharp Gathering, Newport, 
Pennsylvania Performances and 
workshops by: lindsay Haisley, 
Charles Whitmer, John and 
Kathie Hollandsworth, Orchard 
Grass Band, Lucille Reilly, Tina 
Louise Barr and many more. For 
information or tickets, write to 
Limberjack Productions, P.O. 
Box A, Newport, PA 17074. 
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•July 10-13 - 6th Annual Elks Dixie 
Bluegrass Festival at Elks Dixie 
Music Park in Hattiesburg, MS. 
Featuring: Mac Wiseman, Illrd 
Tyme Out, Continental Divide, 
Dry Branch Fire Squad, The 
Larry Stephenson Band, The 
Sand Mountain Boys, Charlie 
Sizemore' s Band, The Marty 
Warburton Band, lickety Split, 
The Chapman Family, Thomas 
Tate and the Mountain Bluegra;s, 
Taylor and the Bluegrassmen, 
Against the Grain, new River 
Boys, Jasper Junction, Pizza Hut 
lntemati.enal Showdown, South-
· east Seni-f"lnals. Workshops, 
Gospel, youth and teen activi
ties, old-timers tent and covered 
dish dinner. For information, 
contact Elks Dixie Music Com
mittee at (601) 544-7676 or (601) 
582-5124. 

•July 18-21 - Winterhawk on the 
Rothvoss Farm in the Berk:shires, 
New Yolfk. featuring: Riders in 
the Sky, Sam Bush, Jerry Dou
glas, Clmire Lynch & the Front 
Porch String Band, John Hart
ford, Wyatt Rice & Santa Cruz, 
The Del McCoury Band, Illrd 
Tyme Out, The Dry Branch Ftre 
Squad, Ralph Stanley & The 
Oinch Mountain Boys, and much 
more. For information or tickets, 
write to: Winterhawk, P.O. Box 
16, Tremont City, OH 45372 or 
call (513) 390-6211. 

•July 18 - 21 - Peacefull Valley 
Bluegrass Festival at Peaceful 
Valley Campsite, Shinhopple, 
New York. Featuring: 1he James 
King Band, Jimmy Martin, the 
Reno Brothers, the Stevens Fam
ily, Lynn Morris Band, the Rarely 
Herd, Charlie Sizemore Band, 
the Isaacs, Bluegrass Cardinals, 
Lost and Found, the Lonesome 
River Band, Jim and Jesse and 
the Virginia Boys, the Lewis 
Family, Southern Rail, Mike 
Stevens, Country Ham, the 
Larkin Family, Smokey Green, 
Carolina, the Jones Brothers & 
Log Cabin Boys, the Gary 
Ferguson Band, and Gary Brewer 
and the Kentucky Ramblers. For 
information and tickets contact: 
Peaceful Valley Promotions, Inc., 

HC 89 Box 56, Downsville, NY 
13755 or call (607) 363-2211; 
FAX (607)363-2028. 

•July 19-21- Danington Bluegrass 
Festival, Bluegrass Grounds, 
Hwy 530, Darrington, W A. For 
information, contact Grover 
Jones at (360) 436-1006. 

•July 26-28- Good Old-Fashioned 
Bluegrass Festival, Bolardo ~ 
at the San Benito County Fair
groWlds in Hollister, California. 
Sponsored by the Santa Cruz 
Bluegrass Society. Bands wish
ing to perform should contact 
Linda Spalinger at (408) 457-
2563. Special Christmas ticket 
offer (through 1131/96) - write 
to: SCBS, P.O. Box 2904, Santa 
Cruz, CA 94063. 

AUGUST 

•August 7-11, 1996- Grant's 28th 
Annual Bluegrass Festival at 
Salt Creek Park in Hugo, Okla
homa Tentative lineup includes: 
IIIrd Tyme Out, The Lewis Fam
ily, The Goins Brothers, The 
Marksmen, Bass Mountain Boys, 
the Freddie Clark Family, Twice 
as Nice and more to be an
nounced. For information, con
tact Bill Grant, RR 2 Box 74, 
Hugo, OK 74743, phone (405) 
326-5598. 

be added. For information or 
· tickets, contact Planet Bluegrass 
at 1-800-624-2422. 

•August 10 & 11 - 6th Annual 
White Mountain Bluegrass 
Festival, Woodland Road, 
Pinetop, AZ. For information, 
contact Rusty Rogers at (520_ 
367-4290. 

•August 15-18- Late Summer 
Bluegrass Festival, Amador 
Fairgrounds, Grass Valley, CA. 
For information or booking, 
contact Dale lawrence Produc
tions, (209) 296-3772. 

•August 19-23- Bluegrass at the 
Beach, Newhalem Bay Center, 
Newhalem Bay State Park, Or
egon. Instructors include: Rob 
Ickes, Laurie Lewis, Tom 
Rozum, Peter McLaughlin, 
Craig Smith, Lynn Mocris, Todd 
Phillips, Jim Nunally, Barbara 
Collins, and Dale Adkins. For 
information, contact Stephen 
Ruffo at (360) 3&5-6836. 

•August 23-25- Wolf Mountain 
Bluegrass Festival at the Ne
vada County Fairgrounds in 
Grass Valley, California. For 
information, contact Dave 
Baker, P.O. Box 2028, Nevada 
City, CA 95959 or call(916) 
272-~9. 

•August 24 - 18th Annual 
Humboldt Folklife Festival, 
Adomi Center, Eureka, CA. For 
infocmation, contact Susan Firor 
at (7(]7) 839-4451. 

• August 29 - September 2 - Straw
berry Fall Music Festival, 
Camp Mather, near Yosemite, 
California. Featuring: Ralph 
Stanley and the Oinch Moun
tain Boys, David Grisman Quin
tet, Austin Lounge Uzards, Kate 
Brislin & Katie Moffat, Pete 
Wernick's live Five, Riders in 
the Sky, and more. For infor
mation, call (209) 533-0191. 

•August 31- September 1 -2nd 
Annual N.W. Flatpicking, 
Banjo, Fiddle and Mandolin 
Contest, Oregon State Fair
gromds, Salem, OR. Forinfoc
mation, call Ken Cartwright at 
(503) 399-1130. 

• August 8-10 - Autoharp Jambo
ree at the Ozark Folk Center 
State Park in Mountain View, 
Arkansas. Instructors/Perform
ers include: Tom Schroeder, Evo 
.Bluestein, Ron Wall, Ivan Styles, 
Charles Whitmer and Margie 
Earles. New player, beginning 
and intermediate workshops and 
concerts and Sacred Harp Sing
ing each day. For information or 
reservations, please contact The 
Ozark Folk Center, P.O. Box 500, 
Mountain View, AR 72560 or 
call (501) 269-3&51. Forlodging 
information, call 1-800-264- •November 6-8 - 26 Hours of 
3655. Western Bluegrass, at the 

•August 9-11- North American LeBaronHotelinSanJose,CA. 
Jew's Harp Festival, Eagle val- A Western Bluegrass Associa-
ley Grange Park, Richland, OR. tion business conference fea-
For information, call Janet turingseminars,tradeshow,tal-
Gehring at (514) 894-2239. ent showcases and more. For 

•August 9-11 _Mount St. Helens information, call (415) 813-
Bluegrass Festival, Toledo High 1353. 
School, Toledo, W A For infor _ •November 8-10- Fallgrass '96 at 
marion, call Dean Richardson at the LeBaron Hotel in San Jose, 
(206) 672-7128. CA. For information, contact 

•August 9 _ 11 _ RockyGrass the National Entertainment Net-
work at 1-800-746-TUNE. 

24th Annual Rocky Mountain •November 8-10 _ 4 Comer States 
Bluegrass Festival in Lyons , 
Colorado. Featuring: Doc Bluegrass Festival and Fiddle 
Watson, laurie Lewis and Grant Championship, Constellation 
Street, The Seldom Scene, The Park, Wickenburg, AZ. For 
Del McCoury Band, Blue High- information, contact Julie 
way, Wyatt Rice and Santa Cruz, Brooks at (520) 684-5479. 

the Bluegrass Patriots, Nickel rli'anf 
Creek, Black Rose and more to o rJ_ 
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Turn Your Radio On ... 
Radio listing Updates are needed. 
If you have a radio show which is 
listed and needs updates, or if your 
show is not listed, please contact 
Kim Elking at (408) 637-8742. 

Monday 
5-6 AM "A.M. Oldies and 

Bluegrass Show" with 
J.W. Moran, KVML FM 

5-11 AM "The Morning 
Show" (eclectic country 
including bluegrass) with 
Mark Collins, KAVA 
AM. 

9:00-Noon "Monday Morning 
Folk" with J.T. Mason, 
KAZUFM 

1-3 PM "Monday After-
noon Folk Show" with 
Steve Meadows, KUSP 
FM 

1-4 PM "Arden's Garden" 
All the best in rock-n'
country, bluesabilly with 
Arden Paton, KAZU FM. 

2-3 PM "Backroads Coun-
try'', (Oldtime country and 
Bluegrass Show) withAl 
Shusterman, KCBL FM 
(Cable Only) 

6-9 PM Monday nights 
contemporary and tradi
tional bluegrass shows 
with alternating hosts: 
Robbin' Banks, Vance, 
Tommy Traffic and Paul 
Jacobs on KKUP FM. 

7-9 PM Folk Music Show 
onKHSUFM. 

8-llPM "Traditional 
County and American 
Roots Music" with Ben 
B.der, KCSN FM. 

Tuesday 
5-6 AM "A.M. Oldies and 

Bluegrass Show" with 
J.W. Moran, KVML FM 

5-11 AM "The Morning 
Show" (eclectic country 
including bluegrass) with 
Mark Collins, KAVA 
AM. 

6- 9AM "Mostly Blue-
grass" (Bluegrass, Coun
try, Swing and New 
Acoustic Music) with 
Cousin Chris, KZFR FM. 

10 AM "The Bluegrass 
Show", with Ron Stanley, 
KMUDFM. 

10 AM "Don' t Panic (It' s 
Just Us Folks)'' - Lisa 
Atkinson. Folk, country, 
bluegrass, Irish and blues. 

9-11 AM "Toast & Jam" 
with B.len Hering KZYX 
FM. 

9-Noon "Rosewood Gates" 
with Angela Rennilson
Folk Music, KAZU FM. 

lOAM-Noon "W i 1 d wood 
Flower" with Ben Elder 
onKPFKFM. 

10-f PM "Barnyard Blue-
grass", with Peggy 0, 
KFJCFM 

12:05-2 PM "Tuesday Folk 
Show", with Brooks Otis 
(Bluegrass, Blues, West
ern Swing, Old Jazz, Old 
Time String Band, Cajun 
and Country), KHSU FM 

12-1:30 PM "Afternoon Folk 

Music" KHSU FM 
8-10 PM "Pickin' Up the 

Tempo" (progressive 
cotmtry & Folk) with Jerry 
Conway KCBX FM. 

10-midnight "Your Average 
Abalone" with Johnny 
Bazzano, KZYX FM 

Wednesday 
5-6 AM "A.M. Oldies and 

Bluegrass Show" with 
J.W. Moran, KVML FM 

5-11 AM "The Morning 
Show" (eclectic country 
including bluegrass) with 
Mark Collins, KAVA 
AM. 

9-11 AM "Humble Pie" with 
Jimmy Humble, KZYX 
FM 

9-Noon "Out on the Dustry 
Trail" with Mike 
McKinley, KAZU FM. 

Noon - 1:30PM Bluegrass show 
with Don Wolski on 
KHSUFM. 

Noon- 3 PM "Fat Farm", invok
ing the aural image of 
KFAT, KHIP and KPIG. 
with Mary McCaslin, 
KZSCFM. 

3-5:30 PM "American Pas-
times", folk, bluegrass, 
country rock with Erik 
Mathesen, KZFR-FM 

4-7 PM "Music Magazine" 
good ol' tunes from the 
heartland, Mark Stancart 
or Bodie Wagner and Ole 
Grenwood, KVMR FM 

7-lOPM " Connections" 
with Johnny Bazzano, 
.KRCBFM. 

8-10 PM "Celtic Cadence" 
with Anne Hestbeck or 
"Here, There and Every
where" (3rd Wed.)·;viih 
Don Jacobson or John 
Nichols (5th Wed.), 
KVMRFM. 

Thursday 
5-6 AM "A.M. Oldies and 

Bluegrass Show" with 
J.W. Moran, KVML FM 

5-11 AM "The Morning 
Show" (eclectic country 
including bluegrass) with 
Mark Collins, KAVA 
AM. 

7-10 AM "New Wood" with 
Peter Schwartz. American, 
Celtic, and bluegrass. Find 
your roots on KKUP FM 

11-1 PM "Lunch on the 
Back Porch" with Diane 
Herring, KZYX FM. 

12-1:30 PM Bluegrass with Su-
san Firor, KHSU FM 

1-2 PM "Out on the Dusty 
Trail" with Suzanne 
Dobkin, Bluegrass, Coun
try, Gospel and Cajun; 
KAZUFM 

1-4PM "Folk Plus" with 
hosts Karen Dyer and 
Bruce Doan, KVMR FM. 

2-4 PM "Mountain Stage" 
with Larry Groce - Blue
grass, Country, Gospel, 
Cajun, Jazz, Folk, Blues, 
etc. KAZU FM. 

3-6 PM Folk and Bluegrass 
Show with Julie 
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McDonald, KDVS FM. 
4-7 PM "Music Magazine" 

with California Oakie on 
KVMRFM. 

7-lOPM 'TheJustJeanRa-
dio Show" with Jean 
Philben. Country, blue
grass, folk and live music 
onKKUPFM. 

8-10 PM "Basically Blue-
grass" with Duane Inglish 
and Bruce Bernard, 
KCBXFM. 

10-Midnight "Bayou Country" 
(Cajun and Zydeco) with 
Steve Nicola, KVMR FM. 

5-6 AM 
Friday 

"A.M. Oldies and 
Bluegrass Show" with 
J.W. Moran, KVML FM 

5-7 AM "When the Rooster 
Crows", Mike Russell. 
Bluegrass with a tradi
tional cast on KKUP FM. 

5-11 AM "The Morning 

6-9AM 

Show" (eclectic country 
including bluegrass) with 
Mark Collins, KAVA 
AM. 

"The Bushwack
er's Bluegrass Oub" with 
Dangerous Dan and 
Friends, KZSC FM 

7-9 AM "That's All Folk" 

9-Noon 

with Terry Beckstead and 
Shelby McDaniel. Folk 
flavors with a spice of blue-
grass on KKUP FM. 

'The Sunny Side of 
Life" with UJncle Junior, 
KAZUFM. 

9:30-Noon "Meadow' s Hea-
ven Bar and Grill" with 
Steve Meadows, KZSC 
FM. 

10-1 PM "The Long and 
Dusty Road" with Don 
Jacobson, alternating with 
"Folk Say" with Che 
Greenwood, KVMR FM 

10-1:00 PM "All Over the 
Country Road" with 
Harold Day, KMUD FM. 

10-2:00 PM "Backwoods and 
Forwoods", with Hank 
Stamper, KFJC FM 

12:05-1 PM 'ThstleandSham-
rock" with Fiona Ritchie, 
KHSUFM 

1-2 PM "Rider's Radio 
Theatre", KHSU FM 

3-5 PM "Lone Star State of 
Mind" with Cow Patti, 
KCSSFM. 

4-7PM "Friday Music 
Magazine" with Rich 
Shipley, KVMR FM. 

Saturday 
5-6 AM "A.M. Oldies and 

Bluegrass Show" with 
J.W. Moran, KVML FM 

5-11 AM "The Morning 
Show" (eclectic country 
including bluegrass) with 
Mark Collins, KAVA 
AM. 

6-9AM "Captain Nash-
ville" - 2nd Saturday of 
each month. Country, folk 
and bluegrass on KKUP 
FM. 

7:30-8 AM "Rider's Radio 
Theatre" KUOP FM 

8-9AM "RiverCityFolk", 
KUOPFM 

8-9:30AM "Wage Slave 
Wakeup Show" with Jo
seph Petelle, KZYX FM. 

8-10 a.m. "The Risky bisket 
Hayseed Hoot" hosted by 
Dandy Dan, KTHX FM. 

8-10:30AM "Bluegrass Ex-
press" with Frank 
Javorsek, KCSN FM. 

8:30-10:30 AM "Folk Music" with 
John Davis KPFK FM. 

9-Noon Saturday Morning 
Folk Show with Peter 
Schiffman or Hiram Jack
son, KDVS fM. 

9 AM - 9 PM "Prairie Fire~ and 
Paper Moons" with 
"Uncle John" Gwinner, 
Red Eye, Tabasco Sal and 
Kingfi sh; Candice 
Harmon and Jeff Abbas, 
and Lulu; KUOP FM 

9:30-10:30 AM "Riders Radio· The
ater", KZYX FM 

10-Noon "County Line 
Bluegrass" with Fric Rice, 
KVMRFM . 

10:30-12 "Whistlestop" with 
Howard Yearwood, 
KCSNFM. 

11-1 PM "Fog City Radio" 
with Ben Fong-Torres; 
KQEDFM 

12-2 PM "Hard Country" 
current classic country 
with Rick Snelson, now 
alternating with "Ragged 
But Right" with Thomas 
Greener, KVMR FM 

12-2 PM "Tubby Tunes" 
(Eclectic Cowboy Music 
with Bluegrass) with Long 
John Morehouse, KZYX 
FM. 

1-3 PM "The Minstral 
Song Show" with Haila 
Hafley and Jim Mueller, 
KCBXFM 

1-5 PM "Our Roots are 
Showing" with various 
hosts, KRCB FM. 

2-3 PM 'Thistle and Sham-
rock" (Celtic) with Fiona 
Ritchie, KZYX FM 

2-4PM "Rockin' and 
Stompin"' with Wes 
Robertson, KVMR FM 

3-5 PM "Mountain Stage" 
with Larry Groce, KAL W 
FM and KPBS FM (San 
Diego). 

3-6PM "Swing Boogie" 
with alternating DJs Dave 
Barnett and Diana Dob:o. 
Bluegrass and country on 
KKUPFM. 

3:30-4PM "Ragged but 
Right", (old timey) with 
Jim Mueller KCBX FM 

4-5 p.m. "The Thistle & 
Shamrock", (Celtic music) 
with Fiona Ritchie, 
KCBX. 

5-6 PM "Folk Music and 
Beyond" wid1 Joann Marr 
and Bob Campbell, 
KALWFM. 

6-7 PM "Bluegrass Signal" 
with Peter Thompson on 
KALWFM. 

7-Midnight "All Kinds of 
Country" (bluegrass) with 
Sully Roddy, KNEW AM. 

8-10PM "West Coast 
Weekend" with Sedge Th
ompson; KQED FM 

Sunday 
7-10:30 AM 'The Radio Flyer" 

with Scott McLongstreet, 
KOTRFM. 

7 AM - 6 PM "Fat Sunday" with 
hosts Cow Patti, Texas 
Red, Polly Pureheart, 
Leffty, The Prankster, and 
Savanah, KCSS FM. 

9-Noon 'The Root Cellar" 
KFJCFM. ' 

9AM-Noon "Sunny Side Up" 
with Bruce Ross, Blue
grass, Folk and Alterna
tive Country, KZSU FM. 

9 AM-6 PM "Fat Sunday" with 
Cow Patti, Texas Red, 
Amazing Grace, Polly 
Pureheart, and Merry 
Prankster, KCSS FM. 

1-3 PM "America's Back 
40", with Mary Tilson, 
KPFAFM 
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Turn Your Radio On ... 
2-3 PM "The Gospel Ac-

cording to John", blue
grass gospel with John 
Lawson, KNCO AM. 

3-5 PM "Pig InA Pen" with 
_Ray Edlund or ''Panhandle 
Country" with Tom 
Diamant, KPFA FM. 

10-1 PM "The Eagle's 
Whistle" with Tam Pater
son - Celtic folk music. 
KAZUFM. 

12-1 PM "Folk Sampler" 
with Mike Flynn, KZYX 
FM 

Noon-4 PM "The Folk Show" 
with alternating hosts Carl 
Johnsen (1st Sunday); Don 
Rhodes (3rd Sunday); ad 
Kenny and Marta Hall (4th 
Sunday); wide variety of 
American and interna
tional folk music, KSJV, 
KMPO and KTQX FM 

1-3 PM "Down 6n The 
'Pataphysical' Farm" with 
Leigh Hill andChris Jong, 
old-timey and bluegrass, 
alternating with Chris 
Jong, KUSP FM 

1-3 PM "Down By The 
Riverside", with Anna 
Taylor, KZYX FM 

1-3 PM "Old Fashioned 
Folk Music Show" with 
Lorraine Dechter KCHO 
FM 

2-5 PM "Folk, Bluegrass & 
Beyond", alternating 
hosts: Danielle Durkee, 
Eric Swansick, Jim Burke, 
Malcom Carlock, KUNR 
FM. 

3-6 PM "Topsoil" with 
Steve Gardner. (bluegrass, 
traditional country , old
time Cajun, Celtic and 
other folk music.) KSCU 
FM 

6 PM American Blue-
grass Network's "Corn
bread Jamboree'', KWUN 
AM 

6-9 PM "Cuzin Al' s Blue-
grass Show", with Cuzin 
Al Knoth - "25 Years in 
Your Ears", KPIG FM 

7-Midnight "All Kinds of 
Country" (bluegrass) with 
Sully Roddy, KNEW AM. 

7:30-10:30 PM "Folkscene" with 
Roz & Howard Larrnan 
KPFKFM. 

8-lOPM "Bluegrass Jour-
nal" with Earle White, 
KVMRFM. 

9-midnight "Cupertino Barn-
dance", honky-tonk, west
ern swing and Appala
chian music, with 
Stompin' Steve 
Hathaway, KKUP FM 

10-midnight "Bluegrass Spe-
cial" with Wayne Rice, 
KSONFM. 

STATION LOG 
KALW91.7FM 

2905 21st St., 
San Francisco, CA 94110, 

(415) 648-1177. 
KAVA 1450AM 

P.O. Box 1090, Burney, CA 
96013. 

KAZU90.3FM 

176 Forest A venue, Pacific 
Grove, CA 93950, requests 
(408) 375-3082, office (408) 
375-7275 

KCBL88.7FM 
4623 T Street, Sacramento, 
CA 95819, (916) 456-5199 

KCBX90.1 
4100 Vachell Lane, San Luis 
Obispo, CA 93401 (805) .544-

. 5229. 
KCH091.3 FM 

Chico State University, 
Chico, CA 95926 (916) 895-
5896. 

KCSN88.5FM 
California State University 
Northridge, CA 
(818) 885-3090 

KCSS91.9FM 
801 W. Monte Vista Avenue, 
Turlock, CA 95380 (209) 
667-3900. 

KDVS90.3FM 
14l..owerFreebornHall, Uni
versity of California at Davis, 
Davis, CA 95616. Office 
(916) 752-0728; requests 
(916) 752-2m. 

KFJC89.7FM 
Foothill College, 12345 S. El 
Monte A ve.,Los Altos Hills, 
CA 94022, requests (415) 
941-2500, office (415) 948-
7260. 

KFPR88.9 
Chico State University, 
Chico, CA 95926 (916) 895-
5896. 

KHSU90.5FM 
Humboldt State University, 
Arcata, CA 95521 (7(JJ) 826-
4807. 

KKUP91.5FM 
P.O. Box 820, 10221B Impe
rial Way, Cupertino, CA 
95015, requests (408) 253-
6000, office (408) 253-0303. 

KMP088.7FM 
Radio Biningue, 1111 Fulton 
Mall, Fresno, CA 93721. 

KMUD91.1FM 
973 Redwood Drive, 
Garberville, Redwood Com
munity Radio, Box 135, 
Redway, CA 95560, requests 
(7(JJ) 923-3911, office (707) 
923-2513. 

KNC0570AM 
108 E First St, Alturas, CA 
96101. 

KNEW 910 AM 750 Battery St., 
Suite 200 San Francisco, CA 
94111-1523 
office, (415) 291-0202, 

KOTR94.9FM 
840 Sheffield, Cambria, CA 
93428; (805) .544-5476. 

KPBS89.5FM 
San Diego State University, 
San Diego, CA 92182-0001, 
(619) 594-8100 FAX (619) 
265-64-78. 

KPFA 94.1 FM . 
1929 Martin Luther King Jr. 
Way, Berkeley, CA 94704-
1067 (510) 848-4425 on air; 
office 848-6767. 

KPFK90.7FM 
3729 Cahuenga Blvd. West, 
North Hollywood, CA 91604. 
Requests (818) 985-5735, of
fice 985-2711. 

KPIG 107.5FM 
1110 Main Street, Suite 16, 

Watsonville, CA 95076-
3700. (408) 722-9000, FAX 
( 408) 722-7 548. Request line 
(408) 722-2299. 

KQED88.5 
2601 Mariposa Street, San 
Francisco, CA 94110-1400 
(415) 553-2127. 

KRCB91.1 FM 
5850 La bath A venue 
Rohnert Park, CA 94928 
(707) 585-8522 (office) 
(707) 585-6284 (studio) 

KROR 106.9FM 
58923 Business Center Dr., 
Suite E, Yucca Valley, CA 
92284. (619) 365-0891 

92.1 & 103.9 FM repeaters for 
Palm Springs and Palm 
Desert. 

. KSCU 103.3 FM 
Santa Clara University, 500 
B. Camino Real- 3207, Santa 
Clara, CA 9.50.53-3207. (408) 
554-4413. 

KSJV91.5FM 
Radio Biningue, 1111 Fulton 
Mall, Fresno, CA 93721. 

KSON97.3FM 
P.O. Box 889004 San Diego, 
CA 92168 

KTHX 101.7 FM 
1575 Delucchi Lane, Reno, 
NV 89502. (702) 828-8252. 

KTOM 1380AM 
933 W. Main, Salinas, CA 
93901, requests (408) 372-
4154, office (408) 422-7484. 
100.7FM. 

KTQZ90FM 
Radio Bini.lgue, 1111 Fulton 

Mall, Fresno, CA 93721. 
KUNR88.3 

University of Nevada-Reno, 
Reno, NV 89557, (702) 784-
6591. 

KUOP91.3FM 
University of the Pacific, 
3601 Pacific Ave., Stockton, 
CA 95211, requests (209) 
946-2379, office (209) 946-
2582. 

KUSP88.9FM 
P.O. Box 423, Santa Cruz, 
CA 95061 (408) 476-2800 

89.9 FM- repeater in Big Sur and 
KVML 1450AM 

20445 Johnny Avenue, 
Sonora, CA 95370. (209) 
533-1450. 

KVMR 89.5 FM - Nevada City 
and 99.3 FM- Sacramento area 

401 Spring St., Nevada City, 

CA 95959, (916) 265-9555 
(Studio); 265-9073 (office). 

KWUN 1480AM 
KZFR90.1 FM 

P.O. Box 3173, Chico, CA 
95927; (916) 895-0706. 

KZSC88.1 FM 
Music Building East, UC 
Santa Cruz, CA 95064, re
quests (408) 459-4036, of
fice (408) 459-2811. 

KZSU90.1 FM 
P.O. Box 6509, Stanford, CA 
94309-3093; (415) 723-9010 
(requests) or (415) 72.54868 
(office) 

KZYX90.7FM 
Box 1, Hrilo, CA 9.5466 (707) 
895-2448 (studio); (707) 895-
2324 (office). 

The California Bluegrass ~sociation 
20th Anniversary Recording 

Featuring: 
•The Vem Williams Band •Vern and Ray 

• Country Ham • Done Gone • The Caffrey Family 
• Kenny Hall and the Long Haul String Band 

• Ray Parks • Bill White • Possum Trot String Band 
• Joe Val and the New England Patriots 

• Rose Maddox • Sidesaddle • Good 01' Persons 
• Grant Street String Band • High Country 

• Weary Hearts • Del McCoury Band 
• Piney Creek Weasels • Bluegrass Cardinals 

• Jim Eanes and Chubby Wise • Tenbrooks • Sally Van Meter Band 

The best of music from 19 years of the California Bluegrass Association's Father's Day Weekend Bluegrass 
Festival at Grass Valley, California. From the very fust festival in 1976 through the 19th festival in 1994, 22 
songs recorded live. Produced by Tom Diamant and Karyn Noel with audio selection by Ray Edlund and Jim 
Carr. Includes a liner note booklet with band biographies and personnel. 
Yes, I would like a copy of the CBA's Grass Valley Bluegrass Festival Recording. Please send me the 
following: 

Name------------------------------~ 

City ________________________________ 4 

S~e ___________ _ Zip _______ _ Phone --------------------1 

CDs @ $15 each = Cassettes @ $10 each 
__ Plus $3 shipping 

Total Enclosed ____ _ 

Make Checks payable to the California Bluegrass Association and mail them to: 18 Waterfront Court, 
Sacramento, CA 95831. 
Sorry, no credit card orders available. For information on other CBA logo items, please call (916) 427-1214. 
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Ranch Romance -- the 
end of a Western Dream 

Now its your turn ... 
Now that you've had a chance to read the entire January 

1996 issue of the Bluegrass Breakdown from Page 1 
through Page 24 -- what do you think? by Michael Hall 

Ranch Romance, a band that 
created a bold new role for women 
in traditional country-western mu
sic, played its last road date at 
Berkeley's Freight and Salvage 
Coffee House on December 9, 1995. 
The band closed out its seven-year 
run before a hometown Seattle 
crowd a week later. 

During a time when mainstream 
country music came to be domi-

. nated by stolid, square-jawed, un
imaginative "hunks-in-hats," Ranch 
Romance creatively reinvented both 
the "country blues" and "cowboy 
music" as hip, urban female art 
forms. An appreciative Freight au
dience gathered to fondly bid fare
well. 

The band's final line-up in
cluded Jo Miller, lead vocals and 
rhythm guitar; Nova Devonie, ac
cordion and vocals; David Keenan, 
electric lead guitar, mandolin and 
vocals; and Nancy Katz, the ''heart
beat of Ranch Romance" on bass. 
Fiddler Barbara Lamb was missing 
- off with a Seattle band of her 
own, off to Nashville, off to Austin. 
Lamb left earlier this year. Mando
linist lisa Theo left back in 1993. 
Both were sorely missed in the 
band's last days. 

As any bluegrass musician can 
testify, going against the popular 
music tide - even with critical ac
claim - can be a trying experience. 
Ranch achieved spectacular success 
within limited boundaries: hard-core 
cowboy fans, open-minded 
bluegrassers, Strawberry-heads, les
bian/women's music lovers, moss
back conservatives and Gingrich
haters. But mainstream success 
eluded the band. The Opry never 
called. Peoria never called. Garth 
Brooks never called. Only the Far 
West answered. 

Ranch Romance's Berkeley 
finale focused on the blues - and 
RR tradition - but included the 
band's unique take on Cajun, west
em swing, rockabilly, polka, Mexi
can, waltz, cowboy, bluegrass and 
60s country music. The somewhat 
subdued fmal show featured Millers 
bluesey vocals, including the clas
sics "Sweet Comfort In The Blues," 
"Arizona Moon" and "Baby's Got 
A Brand New Flame." 

"We prepared new material for 
our la<>t tour," Miller said from the 
stage, "but we've found out that 
everybody just wants to hear the 
same old things." The band's last 
road show featured upbeat Ranch 
classics like W.C. Handy's "St. 
Louis Blues," Faron Young's "Live 
Fast, Love Hard, Die Young," 
"Baby Doll" and "Cowboys & 
In}u!IS." 

Some of the band's best stuff 
redefmed the country classics: new 
takes of Roger Miller' s "The Last 
Word in Lonesome Is Me," Hank 
Williams' "Why Don't You Love 
Me Like You Used To Do?," some 
Bob Will's tunes, and Johnny Cash' s 
"Train of Love." 

Ranch Romance was a band 
built around Miller's vocals and 
Lamb's fiddle. Miller provided the 
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Do you like the new size format? 
Is there someting that should be done differently? 
Is it easier to read or more difficult? 
Are there additional features, photographs, etc. you 

would like to see in the next issues? · 

soul; Lamb supplied the excitement. 
Katz played the best bass in the 
business and Keenan offered top
notch dectric guitar. Devonie played 
the best blues accordion (in a very 
small field of competitors!). This 
band never suffered from low-end 
instrumentals. Its close harmonies 
were among the very best. 

The band's trademark deadpan 
hwnor rules this evening. 'Ths song 
is about the pain of a love breaking 
up - not your pain, of course -
somebody else' s pain," explained 
. Devonie. Not much has changed -
humorwise - since RR appeared in 
a 1991 SCBS concert in San Jose. 

Let us hear from you, and we'll try to make any changes that are possible. 

c:JI like the new format/size. 
I don't like the new format/size because 

Iwouldlikemseemore ________________________________________________ ___ 

You could drop 
----------~--------------------------------

Other comments 

Ranch Romance's last stop was 
also a triumph for Freight and Sal
vage sound. Ongoing tweaking of 
the house sound is making the 
Freight's sound very reliable and 
very good. Now that the Berkeley 
Society For the Preservation of Tra
ditional Music has bought the build
ing, improvements at the Freight 
seem to occur almost monthly -
we have much to look forward to. 

-------------------------------------------

I would like to volunteer to write: c:::JFeature Stories CJ Performer Interviews 
c:::J Music Notationffableture CJRecording Reviews CJ Concert Reviews 

c:::JOther 
c:::JPlease contact me to discuss my contributions to the production of the Bluegrass Breakdown. 

Ranch Romance leaves behind 
three essential Sugar Hill Record
ings: "Western Dreams," "Blue 
Blazes," and "Flip City." There is 
also a video; Jo Miller (as herself) 
appears in a movie called "Georgia'' 
about the travails of women musi
cians on the rood Look for it in your 
local theaters. The members of RR 
will soon appear in other bands. For 
updated information, call Mary 
McFall, agent to the fallen western 
stars, at (206) 789-0806. 

Phone 
Name ------------~~~-=~---------------

Daytime Phone _____________ FAX ---------------------

Thank you for your input about the new format of the Bluegrass Breakdown. Please mail this completed form 
to: Suzanne Denison, Editor 

The Bluegrass Breakdown 
P.O.Box9 

Wilseyville, CA 95257 
Phone: (209) 293-1559 
FAX: (209) 293-1220 

Support the "Best in the West" --the 
California Bluegrass 

Association! 
Order your CBA logo •Ball Caps •Buttons 

•Bumper Stickers •Calendars 
•Coffee Mugs •Cookbooks •Drink Koozies •Earrings 

•Jackets •Sports Bottles 
•Sweat Shirts •T-Shirts •VISOrs TODAY! 

. Show your support for the CBA and 
Bluegrass Music with logo merchandise you can use 

all year long. They make great gifts too! 

Yes, I want to order from the Best in the West- CBA merchandise by mail.) Please send me the following merchandise. 

_ Banjo Buttons @ $1 each _ Jam Buttons @ $1 
_ Bass Buttons @ $1 each each 

Dobro Buttons @ $1 each Mandolin Buttons @ 
=Fiddle Buttons@$ each $1 each 
_ Guitar Buttons @ $1 each _ Assorted @ $1 each 

_ 19% Bluegrass Calendars @ $9.00 eaeh 
_ CBA Ball Caps (Blue or wpite) @ $8 each 
- · CBABumperstickers@ $1 
_ "I Love Bluegrass" Coffee Mugs @ $5 each 
_ "[Love Bluegrass" Pick Earings @ $3.00 pair 
_ CBA Cold Drink Koozies @ $2.00 each 

CBA Cookbooks @ $7 each = CBA Jackets @ $40 each (M, L, XL) $42 each XXL. 
_ CBA Windbreakers @ $35 each (M, L, XL) $37 each XXL 
_ CBA Sports Bottles@ $3.00 each 
- · CBA Insulated Sports Bottles (32-oz.) @ $5 
_ CBA T-Shirts@ $12 eaM, Lor XL, $15for:XXL 
_ GBA SweatShirts $20 for S, M,L. XLI $25 for XX Large 

_ 20th.Ani:Uversary CBA Sourenir Programs @$2 eo. 
20th Anniversary Recording of GV Festivals 1- 19 

_ CD's@$15ea. or_ Cassettes '@$10ea. 
_ Bill White Cassette Tapes @ $10 each 

Sendm:---------------------------------------

Please add $3.00 (orders up to $10) or $5 (over $11) for shipping 
and handling on all orders. 
Enclosed is my check for$. _____ _ 
Mail order to: · 

California Bluegrass Association General Store 
c/o Neale and Irene Evans 

18 Waterfront Court 
Sacramento, CA 95831 

(916) 427-:- 1214 


