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Beautiful weather and good ntusic abound in Colusa 
CBA Spring Campout, Annual Meeting and Elections draws friendly crowd for October weekend , 

MANDOLIN VIRTUOSO-- Herman DeWitt always has a smile as he picks one of his hand-crafted 
mandolins. Herman and his friend Cletus Smith have been CBA and CSOTF A members and jammers for 
many years, and are always ready to share their music. Photo by Howard Gold 

OLD-TIME MUSIC-- Carl Pagter, John Green, Kenny Hall and an unidentified fiddler are pictured on 
the small outdoor stage at Colusa. Kenny and a host of his friends held old-time music jam sessions 
throughout the weekend. Photo by Howard Gold 

Earlv Bird Discount Tickets for the 1998 CBA Father's ., 
Day Weekend Bluegrass Festival now on sale! 

Ticket order form and ~(I on Page 15 · ~ · 
.. ', ·,- ' :. ' 

A MUSICAL SAW?-- Yes, Charlie Blacklock demonstrates his 
musical style on the saw. If you haven't heard him, you should look him 
up next June in Grass Valley .•• he's a very talented man. 

· · Photo by Howard Gold 

More Campout photos and Annual 
Meeting story on Page 6. 
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Editor's Corner 
By Suzanne Denison 

Jiawy Thanksgiving to you and 
your family! We wish you a boun
tiful holiday filled with Bluegrass 
music, good food, friends and fam
ily all together in your home. 

Fall has officially arrived here 
on Blue Mountain, and the leaves 
have turned their beautiful autumn 
colors. We have an abundance of 
oaks with red and gold leaves as 
well as several large poplars in the 
yard which turn Aspen gold. The 
pines and cedar trees just remain the 
same old green, but they manage to 
supply us with enough cones to start 
our winter fires. 

The only problems we have 
had this year is an overabundance of 
deer, squirrels, raccoons and pos
sum. The rains fell at the wrong 
time last year and food is scarce in 
the high country ... so the darling 
little critters are down here at the 
3,200 ft. elevation eating up all of 
our garden vegetables and most of 
the flowers in the yard. They have 
managed to pretty well strip our 
apple trees as well . Oh well... I 
guess we'll just have to learn to 
share with the critters and hope for 
a rainy Spring in 1998. 

Birds are in plentiful supply 
right now as well. We have a flock 
of wild turkeys across the road, lots 
of quail, Stellar Jays, and other feath
ered friends I can' tidentify. One of 
the teachers Don works with in 
Stockton has never Jived in the 
mountains. She. and her husband 
took a drive up our way a few weeks 
ago and she told Don that they had 
come across "some farmer ' s flock 
of turkeys" on the road. He tried to 
tell her they were wild, but she was 
sure that wild turkeys were extinct .. 
tain't so! 

Our son, Steve was home for a 
couple of months this summer get
ting ready to go into the Army. He 
is now in South Carolina in Basic 
Training, but while he was here 
getting in "shape'', he filled our wood 
shed for us. We heat our 30-year 

old, 2,000 sq.ft. house with a wood 
stove in the fireplace, and the wood 
will sure come in handy when the 
snow flies and the temperature drops. 

Enough about our place ... let's 
· talk about Bluegrass music! 

We hope to see lots of you folks 
in Oroville this month. The Warrior 
River Boys will be performing on 
Friday, November 14th at the State 
Theater in Oroville. Two local 
bands, Canyon Creek and the Red 
Dirt Bullies will be opening the 
concert, followed by two sets of the 
Warrior River Boys and a late night 
jam session. CBA member Grant 
Johnston has organized this event 
with the co-sponsorship of the Butte 
Folk Music Society and the CBA. 

Then on Saturday, November 
15th, the first ever Feather River 
Bluegrass Festival will kick off at 
10 am. at the Oroville TraveLodge. 
Northern California Bluegrass and 
Old-time bands will be performing 
all day, and there will be an indoor 
jamming room with refreshments 
available for purchase, as well as 
lots of parking lot picking. Dis
count rooms are still available at 
$44.15 per night, and that price in
cludes a cooked-to-order breakfast. 
RV camping (no hookups) is avail
able in the parking lot of the hotel 
for $10 per night per unit. The 
Festival is organized by Bob Tho
mas CBA's Sacramento Area Vice 
President with the help Grant 
Johnston and lots of local volun
teers. 

To order your tickets for either 
of these great events, fmd the ads in 
this issue and use the order blanks. 
If you need more information, call 
Bob Thomas at 916-989-0993 or 
call Grant at 916-895-8.560. 

Lots of CBA members and 
music fans from California attended 
the IBMA Trade Show and FanFest 
in Louisville last month. We hope 
to have a full report of the IBMA 
Music Award winners in the next 
issue of the Breakdown. 

It isn't too 
early to start mak
ing plans for the 
CBA 's 23rd An
nual Father's Day 
Weekend Blue
grass Festival 
which will be held 
June 18, 19,20 & 
21, 1998 at the 
Nevada County 
Fairgrounds in 
Grass Valley . 
CBA member 
Early Bird Dis
count Tickets are 
on sale from No
vember 1st to Feb
ruary 28th. There 
is a ticket order 
form and adver
tisement in this is
sue on page 15. 
You save lots of 
money by getting 
your tickets 
early ... and they make great holiday 
gifts as well. 

Speaking of the CBA's 1998 
Festival, I am in charge of the 
Children's Program once again. 
Anyone who would like to volun
teer to help make this important part 
of our annual festival run well, please 
contact me at 209-293-1559; FAX 
209-293-1220; E-mail: CBAWPN 
@volcano.net; or by mail at P.O. 
Box 9, Wilseyville, CA 95257. 

I need volunteers to lead and 
assist with arts and crafts, music, 
and games activities and people to 
help with set-up and clean-up of the 
Children's area. Also needed are 
donations of sports equipment, craft 
and art materials and project ideas, 
and small prize items . We could 
always use your time, expertise, tal
ents, or money (if you would rather). 

During the 1997 Festival 
we had up to 300 children in
volved in the organized program. 
I think that this is one of the most 
important areas of concern for 
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Flyer insertion is available at a cost of $150 per issue. 
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informatim. 
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line screen) are preferred, however our printer can screen them for an additional $7 per shot. 
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Suzanne Denison, Editor Bluegrass Breakdown 

P.O. Box 9 - Wilseyville, CA 95257 
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Bluegrass, Old-time and Gospel 
music ... it is our future. 

Just imagine if we could get 
even a small portion of the chil
dren who attend our festival fired 
up about our music .. . there would 
be plenty of banjo, mandolin, 
fiddle, dobro, and bass players 

and guitar pickers to perpetuate the 
genre and pass it on to the next 
generation. Won't you join us in 
this effort? 

Until next month .. . enjoy the 
music! 

ApPdiachian Music 
~Exchange_.... 

WE CARRY EVERYTHING 
THE ACOUSTIC MUSICIAN NEEDS! 

Lowest String Prices Anywhere-GUARANTEED! 

fOU·fREE 
1-888-386-2838 

VISif OUR WEB SirE 
www.appalachianmusic.com 
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Mystery photo guess and 
comments 
Editor: 

AlobafromHawaii! ljustbad 
dinner last night with Bob and Cindy 
Thomas from Sacramento, and Bob 
brought me a copy of the Bluegrass 
Breakdown. Truly a nifty paper, 
and I'm green with envy at the size 
and activity of your association! 

The Mystery Photo caught my 
eye immediately. I don' t recognize 
any of the men in the photo, and the 
mystery may already have been 
solved by one of your other readers, 
but the banjo picker sure does look 
like a young Eddie Adcock. 
Great paper! 

Caroline Wright 
Kailua, Hawaii 

Editor's oote: Thanks Caroline 
for the kind words about the Blue
grass Breakdnwn. I appreciale your 
guess about the banjo player in the 
September "Mystery Photo", but 
the picture is much too old for Eddie 
Adcock to be the banjo player. 

I have had several phone calls 
and e-mail messages with informa
tion about the photograph. How
ever, all I have been able to find out 
so far is that WFHG is a radio 
station in or near Bristol, Tennes
see. 

I will keep you updated if I 
receive any more information ... keep 
sending in your cards, letters and e
mail folks, we may solve the mystery 
yet! Suzanne 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
Thank you for support 
Editor: 

We would like to say thank you 
to everyone who donated items for 
the raffle on our behalf. Thanks also 
to everyone who bought raffle tick
ets at Late Summer Bluegrass Fes
tival, who has donated to our Pizza 
Hut Competition travel fund, and to 
those who have been supportive in 
so many ways. 

You have really touched our 
hearts. God bless you all. 

Don and Shirley Gerber 
Ron Stanley 

Joe Ash 
Adam Wimewski 

Cedar Grove Bluegrass Band 

Thanks for IBMM support 
Editor's note: The following 

letter was sent to Carl Pagter as 
Chairman of the Board of the Cali
fornia Bluegrass Association. Mr. 
Pagter felt it would be appropriate 
for our membership to koow of the 
CBA 's continued support for the 
International Bluegrass Music Mu
seum. 

The "signature bricks" men
tioned in the letter are permanent 
memorials to people or organiza
tions as part of the pavement of the 
beautiful River Park Center on the 
Ohio River in Owensboro, Kentocky. 
The center houses the IBMM as well 
as a large auditorium and a night 
club which features Bluegrass mu
sic. Suzanne 

Dear Mr. Pagter: 
Thank you for your support of 

the International Bluegrass Music 
Museum. Your signature bricks 
have been placed in the Arcade in 
Section 14a listed below you will 
fmd your paver inscriptions. 

Inscriptions: 
Gil Schlichting in Memorium* 
Bill White in Memorium 
Leonard Sutton Foxfrre 
inMemorium 
Chubby Wise in Memorium 
Jim Eanes in Memorium 
Tom Caffrey in Memorium 
Don Stover in Memorium 
Randy Nicely in Memorium 
Midge Hobbs in Memorium 
Bill Monroe in Memorium 

Sincerely, 
lisa Mingus 

Development Associate 
River Park Center 

Owensboro, KY 

*All inscriptions end with CAL BG 
ASSN. 

Thanks for concert 
support 
Editor: 

I would like to express my 
thanks to all the fans and CBA mem
bers who attended the Freight Hop
pers show at Emil Villa's Restau
rant in Alameda on Labor Day. 
There were some friends there I bad 
not seen since the early 70's at the 
old Freight and Salvage. 

I'd like to thank Paul Knight 
and Bob Bilyeu for their help with 
the sound I would also like to thank 
Byron Pon from Oakland for his 
Thank You card. It is nice to get 

. feedback on what fans like. With 
every concert or festival done with 
support from the CBA, it takes vol
unteers and dedicated people who 
love Bluegrass to make these per
formances happen. 

Lolan Ellis 
CBA Director 
Alameda,CA 

Thanks for friends 
Editor: 

Hank and I just want to 'Thank'' 
each and every one of you who were 
so kind and thoughtful during 
Hank's recent illness. All of the 
cards and phone calls were greatly 
appreciated and helped to keep our 
chins up during a long 6 weeks. 

Hank is on the mend now, but 
still doesn't have much strength or 
stamina. We are fmally seeing the 
light at the end of the tunnel. We 
truly appreciate having friends like 
all of you who took the time out of 
your busy lives to remember both of 
us during a very bard time. Having 
friends that show they care is one of 
the greatest gifts in the world and 
you have all given us the wonderl'ul 
gift of friendship. 

We are looking forward to see
ing you soon, and I know that Hank 
will be ~k to his ustJa! self, with all 

his energy, smiles on his face, and 
his mouth going a mile a minute. 
(You know, Hank was really sick, 
when he didn' t even want to talk. 
That was really scary!) 

Sincerely, 
Hank and Karen Gibson 

Napa,CA 

Enjoyed Kenny HaD at 
CBA spring campout 
Editor: 

A special thanks to the CBA 
Board for inviting Kenny Hall and 
his friends to join in the Colusa 
Carnpout. His fiddlin ', pickin' and 
singing an unlimited number of tunes 

made a great event even more en
joyable. 

For both pros and those of us 
who are musically disadvantaged, 
his jamming and informal concerts 
were a big plus. 

Walter J . Quinn 
Fiddler Widower 
Sacramento, CA 

Letters to the Editor of the Blue
grass Breakdown should be sent 
to: 
Editor, Bluegrass Breakdown 
P.O. Box 9 
Wilseyville, CA 95257 

Please include name and 
phone number in case there are 
questions for editing or content. 
Letters over 250 words may be 
edited for length. 

Bluegrass News Notes ..• II' iff} to §111fH n §llil 
CBAmember 
news notes ••• 

Hank Gibson, CBA's Festi
val Concessions Coordinator, has 
been in and out of the hospital in 
Napa recently. Hank has bad some 
serious kidney problems which ne
cessitated both treatment and sur
gery. He is now on the mend, but 
keep him and his wife, Karen, in 
your thoughts and prayers. 

Another CBA member and 
Festival worker who has been ailing 
is Bob Hancock. Bob has been 
working with Festival Coordinator 
Bill Downs for the past few years as 
his "right hand man", and backup 
person. Bob recently underwent 
heart by-pass surgery. He is recu
perating now, but still needs your 
good wishes for renewed health. 

Congratulations to KeUy Se
nior of Paradise, California. Kelly 
bought three tickets for the raffle 
held at last month's Shasta Ser
enade Bluegrass Festival in Ander
son, and won and BIG prizes. They 
won the guitar which was offered, 
and two tickets to the November 
14th Warrior River Boys concert in 
Oroville. Kelly and her husband, 

John have attended the festival since 
it began and were really surprised 
and pleased with their prizes. 

Band and 
Musician notes ..• 

Melvin Goins announces that 
John Rigsby~ joined The Goins 
Brothers Band on fiddle. John has 
played mandolin with Ralph 
Stanley's Oinch Mountain Boys for 
the past two years. 

The Sand Mountain Boys are 
in Wesley Easter's Eastwood Stu
dios in Cana,Virginia, recording 
their third album for Hay Holler 
Records. Release is scheduled for 
early 1998. Current band members 
~Wayne Crain - mandolin,Jamie 
Crain- guitar, Jerry Crain - acous
tic bass, Lynwood Lunsford -banjo 
and Jason Barie - fiddle. 

Rose Maddox, a headliner at 
this year's Myrtle Creek Bluegrass 
Festival in Myrtle Creek, Oregon 
on September 11-14, was presented 
with a letter of appreciation from 
Oregon Governor John A. 
Kitzhaber. Festival Director Joe 
Ross made the special presentation 
to a standing ovation from the crowd 
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The letter fJom Governor 
Ki tzhaber thanked Rose Maddox 
for the many years that she has 
shared her gift of music with the 
world. Kitzhaber wrote, "I am happy 
to join in honoring your contribu
tions to country and bluegrass mu
sic. As an artist you have worked 
many long hours, and I applaud the 
drive and commitment you have 
made to excel in your art." 

Governor Kitzbaber, a guitar
ist himself, has also proclaimed Sat
urday, October 25, 1997 as Blue
grass Day in Oregon. The Oregon 
Bluegrass Association was instru
mental in initiating the proclama
tion. Numerous bluegrass concerts 
and jams will held around the State 
on that day. 

The Shankman Twins, Dana 
and Lauren, were recently the sub
ject of a feature artie~ in Murphy 
Henry's Women in Bluegrass (Sum
mer 1997). The twin teenage girls 
from Calabasas, California have 
been making quite a name for them
selves on the Bluegrass circuit. They 
performed in October at the 1st In
ternational Bluegrass Festival in 
Guthrie, Oklahoma, as well as nu
merous Bluegrass festivals around 
the country this last summer. In 
addition, their song "Waterbound" 

is still on the Bluegrass Unlimited 
National Bluegrass charts after 13 
months, reaching #7 in July. 

Dobro wizard Rob Ickes will 
be returning to his native California 
for two intensive Dobro workshops 
in December. In addition to being a 
session musician in Nashville, Ten
nessee, Rob is a member of the 
nationally touring Bluegrass Band 
"Blue Highway" , and IBMA's 
"Dobro Player of theY ear'' for 1996. 

The intensive one-day work
shops will take place on Saturday, 
December 27 from 6-10 p.m. at the 
Blue Ridge Pickin' Parlor in Canoga 
Park, and on Swxlay, December 28 
from 1-5 p.m. at the Fifth String 
Music Store in Berkeley. Cost for 
each workshop is $60 and advance 
reservations are recommended. For 
further information or to register, 
call (209) 586-2042 or e-mail : 
eikes@mlode.com. 

Another California Musician, 
bassist Todd Phillips, is the subject 
of an extensive feature article in the 
October .1997 issue of Bluegrass 
Unlimited magazine. Todd is cur
rently perfonning with laurie Lewis 
and Tom Rosum, and has performed 
with a host of other well-known 
Bluegrass and acoustic musicians. 

He was a member of the original 
David Grisman Quintet, the Tony 
Rice Unit, the Good 01' Persons, 
Kathy Kallick and the little Big 
Band, The Grant Street String Band, 
and Psychograss . 

In addition, Phillips is a record 
producer of renown, a business 
owner, an artist, photographer and 
magazine producer, and a luthier. 
You can read all about this multi
talented man in Trisba Tubbs' ar
ticle. 

Raymond W. and Michael 
McLain will begin performing to
gether in 1998 as the McLain Broth
ers Band. Joining them is 
Michael's wife Jennifer Banks 
McLain and another member who 
has not yet been named. 

Brian Arsenault has joined 
Chris Jones and the Night Driv
ers on bass. Other band member are 
Chris Jones on guitar; Doug 
Knecht on banjo and guitar; and 
Jesse Brock on mandolin. The 
Night Drivers first Rebel CD, "No 
One But You", was released in July. 



Bluegrass News Notes··· II@ f¥} fJ IJiiW(fl to §Iii 
Booking Agents 
news notes 

Class Act Entertainment of 
Gallatin, Tennessee announces that 
they are now making select dates 
available for Jeff White until mid
June of 1998. Jeff is a 5-year mem
ber of Vince Gill 's band, and w bile 
Vince will not be touring until late 
June of next year, Jeff is available 
for select Bluegrass dates. 

Bluegrass fans may remember 
Jeff as part of Alison Krauss & 
Union Station in the late 80's as well 
as the Weary Hearts. Jeff's recent 
Rounder album, 'The White Al
bum", garnered much attention and 
including contributions from Vince 
Gill, Pete Wernick, Mike Bub, and 
Jeff Guernsey. Also appearing on 
the album are Alison Krauss and 
Jerry Douglas. 

Other acts on the Class Act 
Entertainment roster include: Blue 
Highway, the Sam Bush Band, Dan 
Crary, David Greer, Bill & Bonnie 
Hearne, and The Whites. 

Record Company 
news ... 
Rounder Records 
welcomes Ricky Skaggs 

CAMBRIDGE, MA 
Rounder Records is pleased to an
nounced a joint logo imprint with 
Ricky Sk~ and hisS~ Fam
ily Records. Rounder will handle 
the sales, marketing, promotion, and 
distribution functions, while Skaggs 
Family Records will seek out new 
high-profile projects starting with 
the October 21 release of Ricky's 
first pure Bluegrass project in 15 
years. 

Titled Bluegrass Rules! 
(ROUN 0801), the new album 
clearly demonstrates where Ricky 
Skaggs' musical heart and soul have 
always been: fmnly planted in Blue
grass. With his contemporary inter
pretations of the original masters of 
Bluegrass music, from Bill Monroe 
to Flatt and Scruggs and the Stanley 
Brothers, Ricky hopes to introduce 
new fans to the music, while paying 
tribute to those who paved the way. 
Of the new record, Ricky Skaggs 
says, "I've been looking forward to 

doing this record for at least 12 
years." 

In 1982, the year Rounder re
leased his last Bluegrass album, 
Ricky Skaggs burst onto the coun
try music scene with four# 1 hits and 
two Country Music Association 
A wards, and he became at that time, 
the youngest member of the legend
ary Grand Ole Opry. Since then, 
Ricky has gone on to become one of 
the most visible and best-loved 
ambassadors for country music 
worldwide. Now Ricky Skaggs re
turns to the music he loves with a 
simple message: "Country rocks -
but Bluegrass rules!" 

Speaking on behalf of the 
Rounder label, its co-founder and 
resident Bluegrass maven/producer 
Ken Irwin avowed, "Ricky Skaggs 
has been among our favorite singers 
and players dating back to when we 
first heard him with Keith Whitley 
in Ralph Stanley's band, while he 
was still in high school! He's a 
soulful singer and player with great 
energy and passion. We're proud to 
have him back in the Rounder fam
ily, where we feel he'll once again 
have a major impact on Bluegrass in 
the coming years." 

Stan Strickland of Skaggs Fam
ily Records cited the following rea
sons for the joint logo imprint "We 
were looking for a home for the 
label. Rounder not only shared our 
vision, but their experience nurtur
ing and growing independent niche 
labels is unmatched in the market
place today." 

"Bluegrass Rules" will be re
leased in the near future . Watch 
future issues of the Bluegrass Break
down for a review of the project. 

Doobie Shea Records 
announces the release of . 
Christmas project 

BOONES MILL, VA 
Doobie Shea Records announces 
the completion of their newest 
project, "Christmas at Doobii'Shea 
with the Tony Williamson Trio" . 
The project was released during the 
week of October 13th, at the Inter
national Bluegrass Music 
Association's "World of Bluegrass" 
convention, held at The Galt House 
in Louisville, Kentucky. 

"Christmas at Doobie Shea" 
(DS-8001) is Tim Austin's second 
release on Doobie Shea Records, 

and the debut of a new series de
voted to Christmas projects. Tim 
says, "I feel that Tony Williamson 
and the guys acoustically-captured 
the spirit of these special holiday 
songs and made them exciting all 
over again." 

"Superior collection of out
standing music," writes Art Menius, 
in liner notes on the acoustic instru
mental compilation. This new re
lease follows on the heels of the 
highly successful "The Stanley Tra
dition - Tribute to a Bluegrass 
Legacy." Nominations for the 
"Stanley Tradition " included a 

. Grammy for Best Bluegrass Albwn, 
as well as nominations from the 
IBMA for "Album of the Year" and 
"Recorded Event of the Year". 

"Christmas at Doobie Shea" 
was recorded at the new Doobie 
Shea Studios, a world renown Blue
grass recording studio engineered 
by Austin which was recently re
built due to a fire a year ago. For 
further information about Doobie 
Shea Records, visit their website at 
www.doobieshea.com, or e-mail: 
bluegrass@doobieshea.c<m. 

{jive %e Mistakf-Proof {jift 
b~g!]SS n W %ey '{{ o/a{ue .91.{{ 9fear Long 
M A G A Z I N E Bluegrass Naw, A futuristic magazine that revers traditional bluegrass! 

Pay $24 for the first Gift Subscription, or your own renewal. And $15 for each additional gift 
Use the convenient order form belaw or call us at 1-800-736-0125 (PO Box 2020 • Rolla, MO 65402) 

D I'd like to extend my own subscription (or give a gift) for just $23. 
Nrune ______________________________________________ ___ Name _______________________________________________ __ 
Addre$ __________________________________ ~------ Address ________________________________________ ___ 

City__________________________________________ City--------------------------------------'-----
State Zip__________ State-------------------------------- ZiP-------,---
Please send gift cardo 0 Yes 0 No ~Please send gift cardo 0 Yes 0 No ~ 

I'd like to send Gift Subscriptions to: (at the $15 per year rate) X 
Nrune ______________________________________________ ___ Name _______________________________________________ __ 

Addre$ ________________________________________ _ Addre$ ________________________________________ ___ 

City ________________________________________ __ City __________________________________________ __ 

State Zip _______ _ State ________________________________ ~ 

Please send gift card: 0 Yes 0 No Please send gift card: DYes ONo 
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1997 CBA Annual Board of Directors Election 
results and voter drawing winners announced 

Mother Nature cooperated with 
CBA plans, and campers,jammers 
and listeners enjoyed beautiful 
weather during the CBA's Fall 
Campout The event was held at the 
Colusa County Fairgrounds on the 
weekend of October 3, 4 and 5. 

The fairgrounds offers lots of 
trees and grass for comfortable 
camping, and plenty of space for 
jammers. About 200 folks enjoyed 
the relaxing weekend. 

Old-time musician, Kenny Hall 
and some of his friends from Fresno 
were on hand for folks to listen to 
and jam with. They held forth on a 
small outdoor stage most of Satur
day, and played a wide variety of 
tunes thatmostofus hadn't heard for 
years . 

Kenny Hall and the Long Hall 
String Band performed at several of 
the early CBA Grass Valley Festi
vals. 

On Saturday afternoon, 1997 
Election Committee conducted a 
count of all ballots cast in person 
and by mail for the 1997/98 Califor
nia Bluegrass Association Board of 
Directors. Committee Chairperson 
Anne Dye announced the results of 
the balloting at the Annual Meeting 
held on Satwday evening following 
a dessert potluck. 

All of the members of the 1996/ 
CJ7 Board were re-elected to serve 
another term. They are: Don 
Denison, Lolan Ellis, Yvonne Gray, 
Kathy Kirkpltrick, Dale Lawrence, 
Carl Pagter, J .D . Rhynes, Mary 
Runge and Al Shusterman. 

In addition to Chairperson Dye, 
Election Committee members were 
Dorothy McCoy, Grace Reynolds, 
Doug Dempster, Darla Novak and 
Edla Albee. All ballots cast at the 
Late Summer Bluegrass Festival, at 
the Fall Campout, and by mail are 
opened, verified for current mem
bership, the names and numbers are 
cut off (for the drawing), and the 
votes are tallied. 

A total of 355 ballots were cast 
in the 1997/98 election - 160 by 
mail, 1~ at the Late Summer Blue
grass Festival, and 66 at the Fall 
Campout The nine candidates with 
the most votes were elected. The 
vote count in numerical order was: 
Mary Runge 292 
Al Shusterman 289 
Kathy Kirkpatrick 279 
Lolan Ellis 277 
Carl Pagter 277 
Yvonne Gray 268 
J.D. Rhynes 265 
Don Denison 252 
Dale lawrence 225 
Marsha Wooldridge 135 
The following were write-in candi
dates: 
Irene Evans 2 
BobGillim 2 
MikeHall 2 
RayEdlund 1 
MarkHogan 1 
John Senior 1 
JoeQuealy 1 

Twenty two ballots were voided 
for various reasons, including: six 
people who voted twice, four people 
with no name or membership num
ber on their ballots; six which were 
ruined in the mail; four with expired 
memberships; and two which were 
damaged and could not be read. 

After the results of the election 
were announced, the Board as
sembled for photographs and an 
opportunity for member comments 
or questions. Comments made by 
members were complementary to 
the Board for the manner in which 
the Association is being run and the 
quality of the annual June Festival. 
One suggestion was made to re
sume the watering of the roads. in the 
camping area in 1998 to keep down 
the dust. The Board took the sug
gestion under advisement. 

All CBA members who voted 
in the election were eligible for the 
prize drawing during the annual 
meeting. Prizes were mailed to those 
who were not present to accept the 
items they won. Drawing winners 
and their prizes were: 
Carol Anglin CBA tank top 
ChrisAvilla CD 
Robert Bergman CD 
Billy Boren CD 
Jerry Bums Cassette 
Boris Butler CD 
Robert Crowder CBA tote bag 
M.D. Culpepper . CBA Sports 

Bottle 
Gene de Barruel CD 
Henry De Bie CD 
Jean Fahmie CBA Baseball cap 
Vicki Gay 2 1998 CBA Festival 

tickets 
Morley Hardaker CBA Sports 

Bottle 
Mark Hogan CBA tote bag 
Earl and Tita Hutchens 2 CDs 
Ken Hutchins CBA Sports Bottle 
Teri Ingersoll CD 
Jahue Knight CBA Golf Shirt 
Colleen Lethridge CD 
Kathrine Looney CBA Sports 

Bottle 
Judy Seabel Loop CD 
Sheila Talbert Bolo Tie 
Bruce and Susan Miller CD and 

CBA Sweatshirt 
W.J. Miller CBA Ball Cap -
larry Miller CD 
John Muzzy CD 
larry Patterson CBA Sweatshirt 
Gladys Powell CBA CD 
Bill and Mary Lou Richtenburg 

CBA Tank Top and Cassette 
Flaine Rodriguez CBA Tank top 
Archie Rooker CD 
Mary Runge Hand-painted T -shirt 

donated by Marsha Wooldridge 
Don Sikes CBA CD 
Bob Stewart Hand-made Afghan 

donated by Anne Dye 
James Tapken CBA Visor 
Bill Wilhelm CBA Visor 

Congratulations to all of the 
winners and thanks to all of you who 
voted in the election and partici
pated in the Fall campout. 
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1997/98 CBA BOARD OF DIRECTORS-- (1-r) Mary Runge, Lolan Ellis, Yvonne Gray, Don Den~, Carl 
Pagter, Kathy Kirkpatrick and AI Shusterman. Not pictured are J.D. Rhynes and Dale Lawrence. 

Photo by Howard Gold 

DESSERT POT LUCK -- A wide variety of delicious desserts were enjoyed by the folks who attended the 
Saturday night event and Annual Meeting. Photo by Howard Gold. 

KALW Bluegrass Signal upcoming programs 
Peter Thompson sent us the 

following calendar of upcoming 
"Bluegrass Signal" shows. Peter' s 
radio show airs ofK.ALW 91.7 FM 
on Saturdays from 6 to 7 p.m. You 
can visit his web page at: 
bgsignal@worldnetattnet, or write 
to him at P.O. Box 21344, Oakland, 
CA94620. 
•November 8 - The Kathy Kallick 

. Band with Tom Bekeny,Avram 
Siegel, and Amy Stenberg, live 
in the studio for music and con
versatim. 

•November 15 - Spotlight on the 
5: co-host Sandy Rothman con-

tinues his series on under her
alded banjo masters, today with 
Walt Hensley. 

•November 22 - Thank You, 
Music Lovers: a tribute to the 
recently departed Curly Ray 
Cline, long-time member of 
Ralph Stanley 's Clinch Moun
tain Boys and the original Lone
some Pine Fiddler. 

•November 29, December 6, De
cember 13 - What Goes 
'Round: catching up with lots of 
new releases,just in time for the 
holiday/gift-giving season. 

•December 20 - Christmas Time 

Back Home: time once a.,oain for 
a seasonal serenade. 

•December 27 - Highlights from 
the ffiMA Awards Show (held 
in October in Louisville, Ken
tucky) seems an appropriate way 
to conclude another year of Blue
grass. 



1. I'm Gonna Sing 2. ~ack To The Cross 

3. You'd Better Stop 4. Give Me Jesus 

5. He Took Me In 6. No Burdens Pass Through 

7. Silent Warden 8. Over The Sunset Hill 

9. Sinner Man 10. When We Meet On That 

Evergreen Shore 11. Gonna Be Movin' 

12. Waitin' For The Master 

0 Cassette • 0 CD 
FRC-638 

RALPH STANLEY 
&JOE ISAACS 

A Gospel Gathering 
t. Step Off That On That Beaulitul Shore 

2. Satan's Chains 3. Purt>e Robe 4. Jonah And 

The Wha~ 5. Another Mile 6. We'd Always Ask 

Mama To Pray 7. We Shall Meet 8. Cast The 

First Stone 9. Keep Walking 10. Have You 

Someone 11. Restore Thy Brother 

12. Jacob's Vision 

0 Cassette o 0 CD 
FRC-642 

CLASSIC GOSPEL 
Ralph Stanley with 

Centers, Skaggs & Whitley 
1. Introduction by Bill Vernon 2. Going Up Home 
To Uve In Green Pastures 3. Mother No Longer 
Awaits Me At Home 4. Bright Morning Star 5. Oh 
Death 6. You Better Sit Down And Pray 7. Take 
Your Shoes Off Moses 8. Death Is Only A Dream 
9. Step Out In The Sunshine 10. In Memory Of 
Carter Stanley 11. Shoutin' On The Hills Of 
G~ry t2. Cry From The Cross t3. Children Go 
Where 1 Send Thee 14. Memeories Of Mother 
15. Let Me Rest At The End 01 My Journey 
t6. Rank Stranger t7. Who Will Sing For Me 

0 C@sette • 0 CD 
FRC=B46 

1. I'm Coming Home, It's Christmas 

2. Beautiful Star Of Bethlehem 3. Christmas 
Praise 4. Jesus Christ Is Born 5. Christmas 

Time's A Comin' 6. Don 't Make Us Cry On 
Christmas Day 7. The Christmas Spirit 

8. Just A Moment Now To Pray 9. Bright 

Morning Star tO. Christmas Is Near 
11. That's Christmas Time Jo Me 

0 Cassette • 0 CD 
FRC-639 

RALPH STANLEY 
Saturday Night 

1. Mountain Folks 2. Down Where The River 
Bends 3. Old Man's Tears 4. Alii Ever Loved 
Was You 5. Midnight Stonn 6. All The Good 

Times Aie Past And Gone 7. I Never Will Marry 
8. Banks Of The Ohio 9. I love No One But You 

t 0. Sea Of Regrettt. The Water Ully 
12. I'll Never Grow Tired Of You 

t3. All The Love I Had Is Gone t4. Wonderful 
World Outside 15. Letter From My Darling 

0 Cassette o 0 CD 
FRC-643 

11-IE COOKE DUET 
Early Cooke Duet 

t. The lo!d Will Make A Way 2. I'm Longing For 

Home 3.WhatATrnelnHeaven 4.Ugh1s0nThe 

S00re 5. Got Sweet Heaven~ My VteW 6. There 

Must Be A Power 7. It's Me Again Lord 8. Banks 

01 Jordan 9. I Can Gall Jesus tO. Alnl No Grave 

tt.ts My Lord Satisfied Wnh Me 12. I'm So~ 

0 Cassette • 0 CD 
FRC-647 

1. I'll Pass Over Thee 2. Rank Stranger 
3. Let Me Walk Lord By Your Side 4. 111 Meet 

You In Church Sunday Morning 5. Introduction 
To Miner's Prayer 6. Miner's Prayer 7. Fields 
Have Turned Brown 8. Great High Mountain 
9. Heaven's Bright Shore 10. Going Up Home 

To Live In Green Pastures 11 . The First Step To 
Heaven t2. Saling Home t3. Angel Band 

14. Vision Of Mother 15. The Old Cross Roads 
t6. Little Bessie 

0 Cassette • 0 CD 
FRC-640 

The Best Of 
THE PRINCIPLES 

1. I Have Started On A Journey 2. Aockin' On 

The Waves 3. He Bore It All 4. Little Black 

Train 5. Just Over The River 6. Try A little 

Kindness 7. This Is What Heaven Means To 

Me 8. (Climbing) Jacob's Ladder 9. Further 

Along 10. Oh II' Jesus tt . Great Falling Away 

t2. 1t Is I 

0 Cassette • D CD 
FRC-644 

EXIT13 
Wind On My Back 

1. Holding On To Nothing 2. Heart Of Stone 

3. Wind On My Back 4. Courtesy Of C.N. 

Rail 5. Road To Jericho 6. I'm Country 

7. A Cross In The Meadow 8. Making Love 

To A Stranger 9. House For Sale 

10. High Road To Heaven 11. You Ain't 

Man Enough 12. Come Along With Me 

0 Cassette • 0 CD 
FRC-648 

1. I'm Gonna Wake Up In Glory Someday 

2. Jesus Will Outshine Them All 3. 111 Soon Be 

Gone 4. When I look Up 5. A Place I've Never 

Been 6. Ughthouse 7. Lord It's Just Another 
Hill 8. He Keeps A Watch Over Me 

9. No One tO. Six Hours On The Cross 

t t . Swing Down On That Chariot 
12. One Day I Will 

0 Cassette o 0 CD 
FRC-641 

Blue In The Blue Ridge 
JAMES ALAN 

SHELTON & FRIENDS 
1. Blue In The Blue Ridge 2. Bit! Cheatum 

3. I Just Think I'll Go Away 4. Down AI Mylow's 

House 5. These Old Blues 6. Top Of The World 

7. Birmingham Turnaround 8. Brown County 

Breakdown 9. No Letter In The Mail 

tO. Bil~ In The Lowground 

0 Cassette • 0 CD 
FRC-645 

CLASSIC 
MOUNTAIN 

MUSIC 
Ralph Stanley with 

Centers, Skaggs & Whitley 
1. Introduction By Bill Vernon 2. Pig In A Pen 3. 
Nobody's Love Is Like ~ine 4. Black Mountain Rag 
5. Clinch Mountain Backstep 6. Little Glass Of Wine 
7. Blue Yodel 13 8. 1 Just Think 111 Go Away 9. Stone 
Walls and Steel Bars 10. The Kitten And The Cat 
11. Love Me Darling Just Tonight 12. Rollin' In My 
Sweet Baby's Arms 13. Let 's Go To The Fair 14. 
Rid<y's Record Commercial 15. Pretty Little Indian 
16. Little Maggie/Pretty Polly 17. Why Me Ralph? 

18. Katy Daley 

0 Cassette o 0 CD 
FRC-649 

SATURDAY NIGHT 
t . Mountain F~ks - Ralph Stan~y & The C~nch Min. Boys 2. Down 
Where The River Bends - Raph & Dwight Yoakam 3. Old Man's Tears 
- Ralph, Judy Marshal & Emmylou Harris 4. All Ever Loved Was You -
Ralph & Ricl<y Skaggs 5. M~n~ht Stonn- Ralph & Vince Gill 6. AI The 
Good limes Are Past And Gone· Ralph & Jimmy Martin 7. 1 Never Will 
Manry - R~ph. Emmylou Harris & Judy Marshall 8. Benks 01 The Ohio 
- Ralph & Charlie Wa"er 9. I Love No One But You - Ralph & Charlie 
SizernQ(e 10. Sea Of Regret. Ralph & Ricky Skaggs t1. The Water Lilly 
-Ralph, Tom T. Hall & Judy Marsh~! t2. 111 Never Grow Tired 01 You 
Ralph & Patty Lovelace t3. All The Love I Had Is Gone- Ralph & Lanry 
Sparl<s t4. Wondertul World Outside- Ralph & George Jones t5. Letter 
From My Darling · Ralph & Bill Monroe 

1. Introduction 2. Pig In A Pen 3. Nobody's Love Is Like Mine 

4. Black Mountain Rag 5. Going Up Home To Live In Green Pastures 

6. Mother No Longer Awaits Me AI Home 7. Bright Morning Star 

8. Clinch Mountain Backstep 9. Little Glass Of Wine 10. Blue Yodel 

#3 11 . I Just Think I'll Go Away 12. Stone Walls and Steel Bars 

13. Oh Death 14. You Better Sit Down And Pray 15. Take You 

Shoes Off Moses 16. Who Wilt Sing For Me 17. The Kitten And The 

Cat 18. Love Me Darling Just Tonight 

SUNDAY MORNING 
1. I'll Pass Over Thee · Ralph Stanley & The Clinch Min. Boys 
2. Rank Stranger- Ralph & Tom T. Hall 3. Let Me Walk Lord By 
Your Side- Ralph & Vince Gill 4. 111 Meet You In Church Sunday 
Morning - Ralph & Bill Monroe 5. Introduction To Miner's Prayer· 
Dwight Yoakam & Curly Ray Cline 6. Miner 's Prayer • Ralph & 
Dwight Yoakam 7. Fields Have Turned Brown • Ralph, Charlie 
Waller & Judy Marshall B. Great High Mountain - Ralph, 
Emmylou Harris & Judy Marshall 9. Heaven's Bright Shore -
Ralph, Judy Marshall & Alison Krauss tO. Going Up Home To 
Live In Green Pastures · Ralph & Larry Sparks 11 . The First Step 
To Heaven- Ralph & R~ky Skaggs t2. Sailing Home - Ralph, 
Patty Lovelace & Alison Krauss 13. Angel Band· Ralph, George 
Jones & Vince Gill t4. Vision Of Mother- Ralph, Judy Marshall & 
Alison Krauss 15. The Ok:l Cross Roads · Ralph & Jimmy Martin 
t6. Uttle Bessie - Ralph & Charlie Sizemore 

RALPH STANLEY 
SATURDAY NIGHT 

SUNDAY MORNING 
0 Cassette Twin Pack 

0 CD Twin Pack 
FRC-9001 

1. Rollin' In My Sweet Baby's Arm 2. Let's Go To The Fair 

3. Shouting On The Hills Of Glory 4. Ricky's Record Commercial 

5. Cry From The Cross 6. Children Go Where I Send Thee 

7. Memories Of Mother 8. Pretty Uttle Indian 9. In Memory Of 

Carter Stanley 10. Little Maggie/Pretty Polly 11 . Why Me Ralph? 

t2. Let Me Rest AI The End 01 My Journey t3. Rank Stranger 

14. Death Is Only A Dream 15. Step Out In The Sunshine 

t6. Katy Daley 

CLASSIC STANLEY 
RALPH STANLEY WITH 

ROY LEE CENTERS, 
RICKY SKAGGS & 
KEITH WHITLEY 

0 Cassette Twin Pack 
0 CD Twin Pack 

FRC-9002 

Mail, Phone or Fax Your 
Order To: 

1: .II II 

JAMES ALAN 
SHELTON 

Clinch Mountain Guitar 
1. Red Wing 2. Twilight Swamp 3. John 

Henry 4. Uncloudy Day 5. Cluck Old Hen 

6. Wildwood Flower 7. Little Rosewood Basket 

8. Sourwood Mountain 9. Weeping Willow 

tO. Goosy tt . The Old Gospel Ship 
12. Worried Man Blues 13. Old Time Pickin' 

0 Cassette • 0 CD 
FRC-650 

fllfiAND RECORDING CQ, INC. 
Route 12, Asbury, WV 24916 USA 
(304) 645-7860 (Phone or Fax) 
1-800-246-8740 (orders only please) 

Name 

Address 

City ----------~ 

State~~~~- Zip ~~~~

Telephone ( 

ITEM 
__ fRC-638 
__ fRC-639 
_, _ FRC-640 

ARTIST & TITLE CD QUAN. CASS. QUAN. __ Single CD x $13.00 ea. 
__ Single Cassette x $8.00 ea. 
__ Twin Pack CD x $23.00 ea. 

= 

FRC-641 
FRC-642 

__ FRC-643 
__ FRC-644 
__ FRC-645 
__ FRC-646 

FRC-647 
__ fRC-648 
__ FRC-649 
__ FRC-650 

~FRC-9001 
FRC-9002 

RAIJIH STANLEY Back To The Cross 
RAIJIH STANLEY Christmas Time wih 
RAIJIH STANLEY Sunday Morning 
COOKE DUET The Best Of The 
RAIJIH STANLEY & JOE ISAACS A Gospel Gathering 
RAIJIH STANLEY Saturday Night 
THE PRINCIPLES The Best Of 
JAMES ALAN SHELTON & FRIENDS .Blue In The Blue Ridge 
CLASSIC GOSPEL Ralph Stanley with Centers, Skaggs & Whitley 
COOKE DUET Early Cooke Duet 
EXIT 13 Wind On My Back 
CLASSIC MOUNTAIN MUSIC Ralph Stanley with Centers, Skaggs & Whitley 
JAMES ALAN SHELTON Clinch Mountain Guitar 

Special Two CD or Two Cassette Twin Packs! 
RAIJIH STANLEY Saturday Night & Sunday Morning 
CLASSIC STANLEY Ralph Stanley with Centers, Skaggs & Whitley 

= 

__ Twin Pack Cassette x $15.00 ea. 
Please add $3.00 postage and handling = $3.00 

TOTAL ENCLOSED = 

Visa & MasterCard Accepted! 

Card# DDDD-DDDD-DDDD-DDDD 
Exp. Date: / Signature: _________ _ 

Bluegrass Breakdown - November, 1997 -Page 7 



FESTIVAL FOCUS · 
Feather River Bluegrass Festival to 
spotlight Northern California Bands 
By Bob Thomas 

Northern California Bluegrass 
and Old-time music bands will be 
featured at the first-ever Feather 
River Bluegrass Festival is on Sat
urday, November 15, 1997, at the 
Travelodge in Oroville, California. 

For some time I've wanted to 
do a small festival for tre local Ncrth
em California Bands . This is it. 
Grant Johnston of Chico found a 
venue that will work at an accept
able cost. He and I and other Sacra
mento Area CBA volunteers are 
working to make it a success . 

Bands that will be performing 
are Big Valley Band from Wilton, 
Blue Northern from Redding, 
Foothillbillys from Fiddletown, 
Hoof Hearted from Clearlake, 
Mountain Laurel from Grass Val
ley, Past Due and Playable from 
Nevada City. Red Dirt Bullies from 
Cohasset, River City Boys from Sac
ramento, Slate Mountain Bluegrass 
Band from Plaeerville, and String 
Nation from Chico. 

The location is at the 
Travelodge in Oroville, California. 
The OOilding at ooe time was a large 

restaurant and lounge, more recently 
a bingo parlor. It seats 300 and 
should be ideal for our use. 

An indoor jamming room will 
be set-up in the former lounge. 
Musicians and listeners will be able 
to enjoy a comfortable setting, and 
baked goods, coffee and soft drinks 
will be available for purchase. 

There will be an instrument 
check room available so that musi
cians can sit and enjoy the band 
performances between jam sessions. 

We have a great deal with the 
Oroville Travelodge. Rooms are 
$44.15/night including a cooked
to-<rder breakfast at Ca<;siday's. Call 
(916) 533-7070 for room reserva
tions . There are 70 refurbished 
rooms with a small refrigerator, 
small microwave, and coffee maker. 

This is part bluegrass festival, 
part celebration of the Northern 
California bands , and part finger 
numbing jams. Festival tickets are 
$15 for CBA members, Oroville 
Chamber of Commerce members, 
Air Force personnel (with military 
ID), $17.50 for noo-CBA members, 

children 16 and under are free. 
RV .Parking (no hookups) at 

the Travelodge is available for $10 
per unit per night. Feather River 
RV,Inc. at 1740FeatherRiverBlvd 
in Oroville has offered over-flow 
RV parking and will have their dump 
open all weekend free of charge. 

For advance tickets , write to 
Grant Johnston, 456 East Sacra
mento Ave .. Chico, CA 95926. 
Make checks out to Bob Thomas, 
but send them to Grant. 

All proceeds from this event 
will be divided among the bands. 
Those coming just to enjoy the jams 
are asked to buy a festival ticket to 
support the bands and the event. 

These things take team work 
and I could use some help. I need 
some one who can make some signs. 
Some folks to sell and put on wrist 
bands, perhaps a concessions per
son, one "security" person, another 
MC (I have one) and a second stage 
manager. 

If you would like to volunteer, 
please call me at 916-989-0993 or 
call Grant at 916-895-8560. 

WARRIOR RIVER BOYS ··Dave Davis and Tom Ewing are pictured at a 1996 CBA concert. The band 
will be performing in concert at the State Theater in Oroville on Friday, November 14th. 

BIG VALLEY BAND - (l-r) Hal Hom, Dan Bernstei, Randy Lameroux 
and Tim Prior. A traditional Bluegrass band, Big Valley band 
members have been together for only a short time, but individual 
members have been performing with other bands for a number of 
years. 

RIVER CITY BOYS •• a Bluegrass band that plays both traditional 
and original music was fonned in Sacramento, California in 1975. The 
band features strong vocal harmonies with an appreciation for tradi
tional bluegrass gospel music. Band members are Rick Del Chiaro, 
Steve Krouse, Thor Devenish, Gerry Mamola and jim Notrnan. 

Warrior River Boys to headline Oroville Concert Nov. 14th 
On Friday, November 14, 

Rounder Recording artists Dave 
Davis and the Warrior River Boys 
will appear at the State Theater in 
historic downtown Oroville. The 
concert is presented by Rising Star 
Productions and is co-sponsored by 
the California Bluegrass Associa
tion and the Butte Folk Music Soci
ety. 

Dave Davis and the Warrior 
River Boys, a Bluegrass band ac
claimed for their authentic presen
tation of traditional Bluegrass mu-

sic, also have strong musical ties to 
the late Bill Monroe, the father of 
Bluegrass music. Over the years 
personnel changes and different 
music styles have influenced the 
Warrior River Boys, but they have 
remained true to their roots. 

One of the first musicians Mr. 
Monroe hired to play in the Blue 
Grass Boys was guitarist Oeo Davis, 
Dave Davis' uncle. Bill Sage, the 
Warrior River Boys fiddler, was a 
Blue Grass Boy in 1%3-64, and 
guitarist Tom Ewing was with 
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Monroe' s band from 1985 until his 
death last year. Ewing is also a 
teacher and writer. He has taught 
fifth grade in Ohio and he writes a 
monthly history column for Blue
grass Unlimited magazine. 

Other members of the Wanior 
River Boys are Randy Lindley on 
banjo and Marty Hayes on bass , 
both young but very gifted musi
cians. Many CBA members had the 
opportunity to see this talented band 
in CBA sponsored concerts last year 
in either San Andreas or Citrus 
Heights. 

Opening the concert will be the 
sweet harmonies of the Canyon 
Creek Band, followed by the hard
hitting Bluegrass of the Red Dirt 
Bullies. There will be a jam session 
after the concert. 

The State Theater is located at 
1489 Myers Street in Oroville. From 
I-5 exit at Hwy. 99 Marysville-Yuba 
City (turns into Hwy 70). Take the 
Oro Dam exit and go east for ap
proximately 1 mile; turn left on 
Myers. The theater is about 6 blocks 
on the right. 

Ticket are $12 in advance and 
$14 at the door. Members of the 
California Bluegrass Association 
and Butte Folk Music Society re
ceive a $2 per ticket discount. 

To order advance tickets, write 
to: Grant Johnston, 456 East Sacra
mento A venue, Chico, CA 95926, 
or use the ticket order form on the 
advertisement in this issue. For 
further information, call (916) 895-
8560. 



FESTIVAL FOCUS 
3rd Annual Pike's Peak 
Bluegrass Festival set 
for Nov. 7-9 

Colorado's 3rd Annual Pike's 
Peak Bluegrass Festival will be held 
November 7, 8 and 9, 1997 at the 
Colorado Opry and Convention 
Center and the Rodeway Inn in 
Colorado Springs. The Opry and 
center are located at 2475 East Pikes 
Peak A venue, and the Rodeway is 
adjacent to the Opry. 

The festival will feature in con
cert: Dave Davis and the Warrior 
River Boys, Bryan Bowers, Second 
Exit, Pete Wernick's live Five, Full 
Moon Rising, High Plains Tradi
tion, Within Tradition, The Blue
grass Patriots, Lost Creek, and 
Bertye Maddux and the Fiddlesticks 
Kids. 

Colorado Bluegrass Music 
Society's 3rd Annual Bluegrass 
Music Awards Show will be held on 
Saturday evening during the Festi
val. There will also be hands-on 
instrumental and vocal workshops 
and a beginner's jam room during 
the event. 

For further information or res
ervations, contact Ken Seaman at 
970-482-~ or visit his web site at 
MCS@riverside.com. For room 
reservations at the Rodeway Inn, 
cal11-719-471-0990. 

13th Annual Auburn 
Christmas Craft 
Marketplace and 
Music Festival 

The 13th Annual Auburn 
Christmas Craft Marketplace and 
Music Festival will be held at the 
Gold Country Fairgrounds in Au
bum, California on November 8 
and 9, 1997. Hours are Saturday, 10 
am to 6 pm and Sunday, 10 am to 5 
pm. 

Come and enjoy live entertain
ment on 3 stages by Joe Craven and 
Camptown, Freeway Philharmonic, 
Joe Weed and the Vultures, Sour
dough Slim, Cats and Jammers, and 
Tony Bman and April Cope. 

Orildren of all ages will enjoy 
watching puppeteer Bob Hartman 
and the Grin and Barrett Jugglers, 
and visiting with Santa's troop of 
Merry Elves and Twinkle Trees. 
Mo, Painter of Fine Faces will be on 
hand to help out the festivities. 

The Festival helps several com
munity organizations to raise funds 
for needed projects. Admission is 
$5 for adults, $4 for Seniors, $1 for 

Rob Ickes 
Saturday & Sunday, December 27 & 28 

dobro 
workshops 
IBMA's "Dobro Player of the year". Rob Ickes. will be giv
ing two intensi,·e one-day workshops in California; Satur
day. Dec. 27th. 6-1 o pm at the Blue Ridge Pickin' Parlor in 
Canoga Park. and Sunday, Dec. 28th, 1-5 PM at the Fifth 
String in Berkeley. Cost is $60. Please call (209) 586-2042 
for more information or e-mail cickcs @mlodc.com. Class 
size is limited. so make your reservations today. 

kids 6-12, and under 6 free with 
adult admission. There is $1 off 
adult admission on Saturday and 
Sunday with a donation of canned 
food. For further information, call 
(209) 533-3473. 

18Th Annual Four Cor
ner States Bluegrass Fes
tival and Fiddle 
Championships 

If you are looking for an out
door festival in a warmer setting this 
month, the 18th Annual Four Cor
ner States Bluegrass Festival and 
Fiddle Championships may be for 
you. The festival will be held at the 
Rodeo Grounds on Constellation 
Road in Wickenburg, Arizona on 
November 14, 15 and 16, 1997. 

No lineup has been received to 
date, but the promoters always have 
a variety of Arizona, California and 
and Colorado bands. In addition, 
they hold a variety of contests in
cluding Fiddler, Guitar, Banjo and 
Band categories. 

Camping is $15 for the week
end with a 3-day Festival pass. Tick
ets are $15 for adults and $8 for 

children under 12. Camping for 
additional nights will be $5 per night 
per unit 

For further information or fes
tival tickets, contact the Wickenburg 
Chamber of Commerce at (520) 684-
5479. 

23rd Annual Sonora 
Christmas Craft and 
Music Festival 
Thanksgiving weekend 

The 23rd Annual Sonora 
Christmas Craft and Music Festival 
will be held at the Mother Lode 
Fairgrounds on Hwy. 49 in Sonora, 
California on Thanksgiving week
end (November 28-30, 1997). 

Continuous entertainment will 
be presented on four stages by Joe 
Craven and Camptown, Dr. Elmo 
and Wild Blue, Joe Weed and the 
Vultures, Chanterelles, Cats and 
Jammers, Doodoo Wah, Tom Ball 
and Kenny Sultan, Sourdough Slim 
and the Saddle Pals, Mirth and Glee 
Carolers, Tony Elman and April 
Cope, Black Irish Band, and Spring
field Crossing. 

Children of all ages will enjoy 
watching puppeteer Bob Hartman, 

Friday, March 6 
The Lewis Family 

W arrlor River Boys 
Lynn Morris 

Doug Cloud& 
County Line 
TheAdairs 

Smokey Greene 

• Scxnhntt Touri1m Society ...... 
lOP 2D EVENTS 

lllrd Tyme Out 

SatUrday, March 7 
Tim Graves & 

Cherokee 
The Osborne 

Brothers 
Continental Divide 

New Tradition 
South Ocean String 

Band 

and the Grin and Barrett Jugglers; 
having their faces decorated by Mo, 
Painter of Fine Faces, and visiting 
with Santa, the Eves and Twinkle 
Trees. 

Excellent festival food and 
drink concessions, arts and crafts 
and much more. Admission is $5 
for adults, $4 for Senicrs, $1 for kids 
6-12, and under 6 free with adult 
admission. A $1 discount on adult 
admission is offered with the dona
tion of canned food for community 
groups. For information, call (209) 
533-3473 or 532-9803. 

11Th Annual Colorado 
River Country Music 
Festival Jan. 16-18, 1998 

Mid-winter outdoor festivals 
are a rare item, but the Blythe Cham
ber of Commerce will be presenting 
their 11th Annual Colorado River 
Country Music Festival the week
end of January 16-18, 1998. The 
high desert country of Southern Cali
fornia along the Colorado River is 
an ideal site for the winter event. 

(Continued on Page 10) 

Doug Cloud & 
County Line 

EnJt~/Ji~~~ay MARCH 6 - 8 J 1998 
SILVER SPURS RODEO GROUNDS • KISSIMMEE, FLORIDA 

Sunday, March 8 
Tim Graves & 

Cherokee 
New Tradition 
Doug Cloud & 
County Line 

Emcees Col. Tom Riggs, 
Evan Carl, Nick Barr. 

Sound by Baird Sound. 
Additional Banda To 

Be Announced. 

Craft Booths • Food Concessions 

Camping in the Rough • Tent Camping Area 

Bring Lawn Chairs (No Highback Chairs) 

Gates Open 2pm Friday, March 6th. NO EXCEPTIONS 

40,000 Sq. Ft. Tent for your Comfort. 

Official Hotel of the 1998 Kissimmee Festival 
HOWARD JOHNSON KISSIMMEE INN 

CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-521-4656 
Mention the festival and receive reduced rates! 

Two minutes from the festival! 

FOR TICKETS AND INFO: ABN • P.O. BOX 456 • 
ORLANDO, FL 31802 • TOLL FREE 1·800•473·7773 

FOR ACCOMMODATIONS & RESERVATIONS, PLEASE CALL 1-800-333-KISS. RESORT TAX FUNDS 
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FESTIVAL FOCUS 
(Continued from Page 9) 
Featured entertainment for the 

festival includes: Lost and Found, 
flinthill Special, The Tylers, Lost 
Highway, Brittany and Blue River, 
Crystal River Band, Red Rock 
Mmmtain Boys, Home Grown, and 
hosted by the Colorado River Boys. 
In addition to performances there 
will be a Country ani Western Dance 
on Saturday night featuring Danny 
Griego and Country Thunder. 

Another feature of the annual 
Blythe Festival which interests mu
sicians are the contests. Contestants 
compete for prizes and cash in sev
eral fiddle categories, as well as 
guitar, banjo, mandolin and spe
cialty instruments. There is also a 
Bluegrass Band contest and a Band 
Scrnmble to add interest to the week
end. 

No details yet on ticket prices, 
but you can obtain more informa
tion about the Festival or entering 
the contests by contacting the Blythe 
Area Chamber of Commerce at 201 
S. Broadway in Blythe, CA 92225; 
call1-800-443-5513; or FAX 7~-
922-4010. 

Lineup announced for 
Mid-Winter Bluegrass 
Festival in Denver 

Ken Seaman is proud to an
noJ.mCe the band line-up for his Mid
Winter Bluegrass Festival to be held 
at the Northglenn Holiday Inn, 1-25 
and 120th Avenue in Denver, Colo
rado. The dates of this year's festi-

. val are February 13, 14 and 15, 
1998. 

The festival will feature per
formances by Ralph Stanley and the 
Oinch Mountain Boys, The James 
King Band, New Tradition, the 
Kathy Kallick Band, AI and Emily 
Cantrell, Copperl.ine, The Bluegrass 
Patriots, Southern Exposure, Shady 
Creek, Black Rose, The Velveeta 
Sisters, and Wing and a Prayer. A 
variety of workshops and the Great 
Rocky Mountain Band Scramble 
will also be a part of the weekend's 
activities. 

For information or ticket or
ders, contact Seaman Productions, 
1807 Essex Drive, Fort Collins, CO 
80526; call 970-482-0863 or visit 
his web site at MCS@riverside.com. 
For room reservations, call the 
Northglenn Holiday Inn at 1-303-
452-4100 or Northglenn Days Inn 
at 1-303-457-0685 (ask for Blue
grass Rates). 

Wintergrass announces 
98 Festival line-up 

Tacoma's mid-winter Blue
grass Festival, Wintergrass, is set to 
fill the weekend of February 19-22, 
1998 with an exciting range of aoous-

tic and Bluegrass music. For the 
fifth straight year, music will fill 
five stages, scores of workshops 
will entertain and educate, dances 
will keep feet moving and jamming 
will keep fingers flying. 

Headlines for the upcomino 
festival include traditional band~ 
such as the award-winning Del 
McCoury Band and the Lonesome 
River Band, and "outlaws" like the 
Sam Bush Band and the John Cowan 
Band. The magical Peter Rowan 
weaves his spell returning to the 
festival by popular demand. 

The Grammy award winning 
dobro playing of Jerry Douglas will 
fmd its way to the stage in super-jam 
configurations featuring extraordi
nary improvisations by Sam Bush, 
John Cowan, Peter Rowan and oth
ers. Lynn Morris and her band will 
make their first trek to Wintergrass 
this year and Laurie Lewis will re
turn with a new recording and a 
recent tour of Japan under her hat. 

Prairie Home Companion fans 
will recognize three-quarters of the 
Hopeful Gospel Quartet in first-tim
ers Robin and linda Williams, and 
the returning Kate MtcKenzie. Most 
recently seen at Meeker Days in 
Puyallup (Washington) this sum
mer, three member Bluegrass Etc., 
takes to the stage again, provino that 
less is more. "' 

Dry Branch Fire Squad will 
return with the best story-teller East 

. of the Cascades, Ron Thomason. 
Northwest favorite, Marley's Ghost, 
bring their eclectic mix of Cajun, 
Celtic, Bluegrass, dance and tradi
tional folk (music) to the festival for 
the first time. Adding to the Celtic 
spice, the Paperboys will be fea
tured on Saturday's Celtic stage. 
East coast bands, New Tradition 
and Gary Ferguson round out the 
line-up. Additional regional bands 
will be added in the early fall. 

For information or advance 
tickets, call Wintergrass '98 at 253-
926-4164; write P.O. Box 2356, 
Tacoma, WA 98401 or e-mail at 
patriceo@nwlink.com or Earla615 
@aol.com. 

1997 Myrtlegrass 
Festival successful 
Rose Maddox receives special ap
preciation from Governor Kitzhaber 

The 1997 Myrtle Creek Blue
grass and Arts Festival was a suc
cess despite some unsettled Oregon 
weather which brought some rain to 
the event during its run from Sep
tember 11-14. According to festival 
director Joe Ross, the wet weather 
didn't dampen the Bluegrass spirit, 
but attendance was down 35-40 per
cent over last year's event 

Thirteen bands representing 
four states performed on stage. 
Twelve workshops covering the 
various bluegrass instruments, har
mony singing, Bluegrass on the com
puter, and learning to jam were also 
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offered. The festival also featured 
arts, crafts, food, and non-stop jam
ming in Myrtle Creek, Oregon's 
Millsite Park. 

A Band Scramble was held 
Saturday morning, and "pruki.ng lot 
pickers" were given one hour to 
work up two songs and a name for 
their impromptu band. First place 
winners (and a subscription to 
Acoustic Musician magazine) went 
to a group called "Myrtle's Turtles". 
Second place went to 1be Bluegrass 
Convicts, and Third place to Joe's 
Doggie Doo Band. 

As a result of the Scramble 
new friendships were formed, and~ 
few of the pickers reconvened in the 
parking lot for more jamming. "I 
most like all the wonderful people 
that we've met here," said Jean 
McElroy of Sam's Valley, Oregon. 
'They're just so friendly, and Myrtle 
Creek is a wonderful little town". 

On Saturday nigq.t, a special 
presentation was made to Rose 
Maddox, one of the Fes·tival head
liners who was celebrating over six 
decades of singing country, blue
grass and gospel music. Festival 
Director Joe Ross introduced her 
with a letter from Oregon Governor 
John A. Kitzhaber which recognized 
Ms. Maddox for the many years that 
she has shared her gift of music with 
the world. 

Governor Kitzhaber wrote, "I 
am happy to join in honoring your 
contributions to country and blue
grass music. As an artist you have 
worked many long hours, and I ap
plaud the drive and commitment 
you have made to excel in your art". 

Otl1er bands appearing at 
Myrtlegrass ' 97 included The 
Witcher Brothers, Sawtooth Moun
tain Boys, Foxfire, The Sneakers, 
No Strings Attached, Prairie Stage 
(The Weil Family), Rogue Valley 
Bluegrass Boys, Roundhouse, Red 
Dirt Bullies, Robyn Swenson & Jeni 
Dashney, Grassy Creek, and The 
Beverlys. 

In 1998, Myrtlegrass has been 
tentatively scheduled for Septem
ber 17-20. A new festival, called the 
Winston RiveFbend Bluegrass Fes
tival in Winston, Oregon on June 
26-28, 1998, is also in the planning 
stages. 

For more information on ei
ther, contact: Bluegrass Festivals, 
PO Box 5094, Roseburg, Oregon 
97470 or call Joe Ross at (541)673-
9759. "We very much appreciate 
all the support that bluegrass fans 
from around the West have shown 
for our festival," said Myrtle Creek 
Mayor Bob Cotterell. 

FESTIVAL FOCUS 
Is our forum for information 

on Bluegrass, Old-time and Gospel 
music festivals. Send your festival 
information, line-up, ticket infor
mation, or reviews to the Bluegrass 
Breakdown, P.O . Box 9, 
Wilseyville, CA 95257. 

3n:l Annual Shasta Serenade Bluegrass Festival 
Memorable event provided great music despite adverse weather 

By George Martin 
1be weather gods took a shot at 

the Shasta Serenade bluegrass festi
val in its third year, but the sponsor
ing Shasta Sunrise Rotary Club 
managed to put on a memorable 
event despite rain, wind and chill. 

The Bay Area had experienced 
two days of on-and-off rain on 
Wednesday and Thursday, but both 
KGO and KCBS radio forecasters 
were a<>suring us of a beautiful week
end. It was sprinkling Friday morn
ing as I stuffed our van with tent, 
bedding, food, guitar, banjo and 
mandolin. Tantalizing patches of 
blue sky showed the)llselves as my 
wife Barbara and I drove up the 
Sacramento Valley, but we also went 
through patches of light rain and a 
couple of gully-washers. Near 
Orland there was a beautiful double 
rainbow to the east, a lovely sight, to 
be sure, but one I would have pre
ferred to see some other time, thanks. 

At the fairgrounds, we discov
ered that the little hamlet of Ander
son had not been spared a soaking. 
The huge circus-style tent that made 
last year's Serenade such an out
standing festival (from an audience 
comfort standpoint) had partially 
collapsed from the weight of water, 
and the lawn on which it wa<> pitched 
was a swamp . 

The Rotarians hastily shifted 
the music into a large exhibition 
hall, fortunately one that had an 
acoustic tile ceiling. The hall next 
door was pressed into service for the 
vendors; it had just a sheet metal 
roof and was a nightmare of echoes. 

One of the things that makes 
the Shasta Serenade such a pleasant 
experience is that it is staffed with 
volunteers. They just do this once a 
year and they seem to be having as 
much fun as the audience. We had 
a delicious tri-tip dinner Friday night, 
cooked and served by a "Chez 
Wayne" kitchen crew who were 
friendlier than a litter of puppies. 

Ditto Saturday's breakfast of 
links, scrambled eggs and pancakes, 
which was included in the ticket 
price if you bought in advance. (I 
oversl~pt Sunday after jamming late 
and Illissed Chez Wayne's biscuits 
and gravy.) There was a parents 
group selling nachos and burritos to 
raise money for their children's 
school band, and I didn't notice who 
was running the hot dog and Polish 
sausage counter, but they, too, 
seemed delighted to be part of the 
operation. 

There are vast lawn areas at the 
fairgrounds in Anderson that make 
for wonderful dust-free camping. 
Alas, though there wasn' t a mol
ecule of dust about, the rain had 
made some areas very soft, and the 
RV folk were having to be careful 
about where they parked. For us 
tenters, there was only one choice: 
the "barns" - actually huge, open
sided metal sheds - where they 
keep the livestock during the annual 
fair. 
So we were nice and dry Friday 
night, but the temperature dropped 
quite a bit and I was thankful that I 

had tossed long johns and extra 
sweaters into our clothing bags when 
we went to bed. Saturday, though, 
dawned bright and sunny and we 
moved out onto the lawn at a spot 
that bad drained nicely. 

The indoor concert site proved 
to be no detriment to the music. 
Although the musicians in several 
bands seemed to have a lot of trouble 
~etting the stage monitors set up 
nght, the sound out in the house was 
excellent, but sometimes a bit loud. 
I think most sound crews are more 
used to working with electric bands, 
or else they've all gone a little deaf 
from rock 'n' roll. 

Some bands have gone back to 
the classic single microphone, al
though the modern, shock-mounted 
recording-style mike on stage was a 
far cry from those old Electro-voice 
microphones of the 1950s. 

The Gibson Brothers worked 
that mike to perfection. Blue High
way tried it on Sunday with some
what less success. There is a hot 
zone in about a three-foot circle in 
front of that mike, and a warm zone 
a couple of feet beyond that. The 
Gibson Brothers seemed comfort
able witl1 that and stood back far 
enough to get a great sound mix. 
Blue Highway (and this may have 
been a problem of not getting ad
equate levels through the ~onitors) 
tended to crowd the mike, making 
the lead instrument or voice too 
loud, oveiWbelming the backup in
struments. 

From an audience member's 
point of view, I wish all the bands 
would go to one microphone. It 
would save a lot of set-up and sound
check time, plus it adds visual ex
citement to watch the band mem
bers move to and from the micro
phone. Particularly since, with the 
newer mikes, the performers don't 
have to crowd up real close and hold 
their instruments high as you see old 
photos of Lester and Earl doing. 

So, what was good on stage? 
The headliner bands were all ter
rific, but if I had to pick a fave it 
would be Laurie Lewis and Grant 
Street. It's downright scary how 
good that band is; each member is a 
virtuoso, and yet they don' t over
whelm you with a lot of flash. (Well, 
once in a while they cut loose, just to 
prove they can do it.) 

A Laurie Lewis set is always 
about emotions, the things bluegrass 
does so well: love, loss, longing and 
hope. I'm a person whose tear ducts 
are tightly linked to the musical part 
of my brain, so I might be a little 
easy, but I always puddle up several 
times during 45 minutes of Grant 
Street music. The vocal trio of 
Laurie, Torn Rozum and Peter 
McLaughlin is a great blend and 
always cunningly arranged; and 
bassist Todd Phillips fills out the 
low end with subtle, tasteful bass 
lines and fills that are on another 
level entirely compared to most bass 
players. 

The Gibson Brothers showed 
why they are cutting such a swath 



through the bluegrass scene. The 
upstate New York duo has that 
brother sound: guitarist Leigh the 
cake and lmjo-pi.cking Eric the clear 
tenor frosting. Plus each brother 
writes songs, and they have other 
excellent original material as well. 

I am particularly taken with 
Eric's banjo style; it is Scruggs
based, but he has his own library of 
very tasteful licks . And Junior 
Barber is an exquisite accompanist 
on Dobro; his bluesy style is 
complimented by the full sound of 
his instrument, which I was sur
prised to note wa<> a converted round
neck. If the band ever folds, Junior 
can take the high nut off and do a 
solo blues act. 

Blue Highway drew a lot of 
appreciative fans, many of whom 
appeared to be family and friends of 
Dobro super-picker Rob Ickes, who 
has brought his hometown of 
Millbrae, Calif., some fame in re
cent years as an incubator of blue
grass talent. The band has a lot of 
good original material, some writ
ten by bass player Wayne Taylor, a 
hard-driving Scruggsy banjo man, 
Jason Burleson; tasteful fiddle and 
mandolin playing (and beautiful 
tenor singing) from Shawn Lane, 
and hot picking, great jokes and 
impressions froi:n guitarist Tim 
Staffocd. 

Driven by Ronnie Reno's 
Texas-style rhythm guitar and the 

Bluegrass Concerts 
in Palo Alto 

Presented by 

ASSOCIATES 

Co-sponsored by the 
Santa Cruz 

Bluegrass Society 

Info: 
(650) 691-9982 

http://www .rba.org/ 

FESTIVAL FOCUS 
incredible musicianship of Don 
Wayne (banjo) and Dale (mando
lin), the Reno Brothers put on a 
memorable show. Besides their own 
originals they dipped into Bob Wills, 
Jimmie Rodgers, and the songs their 
father, Don Reno, played with his 
partner Red Smiley. Watching Don 
Wayne play something like 
"Limehouse Blues," taking the Don 
Reno style up another notch, is in
spiring. Not only does Don Wayne 
have his father's blend of rolls and 
single-string stuff down oold (maybe 
even better than Dad) he can toss in 
Bill Keith-style licks that hadn't been 
invented yet when Don Reno was 
developing his style. And Dale 
Reno is just unreal on mandolin; 
one wonders just how fast nerve 
impulses can travel from brain to 
fingers. I suspect Dale has pretty 
much hit the speed limit of biome
chanics . 

Blue River, down from Oregon, 
did some nice stuff, augmented by 
some songs from young Brittany 
Bailey, who I would guess to be 
about 13 years old, and who deliv
ers a song with a purity and inno
cence that (again) had my tear ducts 
going off. Banjoist Chuck 
Holloway's nickname of 
"Chainsaw" proved apt; he picks 
the banjo with rarely-heard inten
sity. Blue River also jammed al
most continually out in the camping 
area; their little spot was a constant 

magnet to pickers. 
We were on the road when 

Blue Northern played, so didn't get 
to see them. The Red Dirt Bullies, 
from the Chico area, were a pleasant 
surprise. They have a nice vocal trio 
and some great original material. 
Their songs are carefully arranged 
and they communicate an infectious 
good cheer. 

Deschutes Road east from the free
way and followed the signs that say 
"Coleman Fish Hatchery." We 
didn't stop at the hatchery, but the 
road crosses a bridge at Battle Creek 
(another little wayside park is there) 
where dozens of salmon can be seen 
struggling upstream, or fighting 
among themselves for places to 
spawn right there in the river. It was 

a spectacular sight, humbling to think 
of these fish swimming all the way 
from San Francisco to spawn and 
die in Shasta County, and well worth 
a little side trip. 

Barbara and I have attended all 
three Shasta Serenades. As soon as 
we get our 1998 calendar, we'll be 
circling Columbus Day weekend. 

Once again the Serenade at
tracted a flock of friendly jammers. 
Several groups from Oregon brought 
down propane radiant heaters, which 
proved handy (and were much 
missed Stmday night when they went 
horne). Besides the huge jams, 
which I think of as "cluster plucks" 
and avoid at all costs, there always 
seemed to be little groups around 
doing fiddle tunes or Ralph Stanley, 
or gospel songs or whatever. 

ffiMA seeks applicants for 1998 
World of Bluegrass Showcases 

Barbara and I pulled out Mon
day morning and went looking for 
the Sacramento River, after hearing 
Laurie Lewis mention how beauti
ful it was. We found a lovely river
side park in Anderson (ask any lo
cal) and walked along the bank a 
while, spotting two kinds of wood
peckers, brown towhees and a bunch 
of other birds. 

Then, in the river, we saw a big 
salmon more than two feet long, 
swimming slowly (resting probably) 
not three feet from shore. 

We decided to take the scenic 
route to Red Bluff. We took 

The International Bluegrass 
Music Association is seeking appli
cants for their 1998 IBMA Trade 
Show Showcases. The 1998 World 
of Bluegrass will be held from Oc
tober 19 to 25, 1998 at the Galt 
House Hotel in Louisville, Ken
tucky. 

Bands and individual perfocm
ers selected for the IBMA Show
cases have an Wlparalleled opportu
nity to present themselves to the 
assembled member of tl1e Bluegrass 
Music industry. Artists wishing to 
be considered for the 1998 show
cases should apply to IBMA's Tal
ent Committee between November 
1, 1997 and January 15, 1998. 

IBMA Showcases are designed 
to introduce emerging talent, estab
lished bands which need to intro
duce significant changes to their 

act, or artists who have significant 
new recording projects. Selection 
of the Showcase performers is con
ducted by an IBMA board-app001ted 
Talent Committee. 

Bluegrass acts wishing to be 
considered for selection should sub
mit five complete promotiooal pack
ages and five copies of a representa
tive recording (cassettes or CDs) 
before the January 15, 1998 dead
line. Send all submission packages 
to: 

IBMA Talent Committee 
2C17 E. Second Street 
Owensboro, KY 42303 
For further information, con

tact the IBMA office by phone at 
.502-684-9025; FAX .502-686-7863; 
or E-mail: ibma1@occ-uky. 
campiS.mci.net. 

David Davis and the Warrior River Boys 
Hard-driving Monroe-style Bluegrass 

Saturday, November 15 
Grace Lutheran Church 
3149 Waverley St. (corner of Lama Verde), Palo Alto, CA 

$15 in advance, $17 at the door 
SCBS members $14 in advance by mail 
General Admission, doors open 7:30PM, show time 8:00PM 

Kate MacKenzie with Out Of The Blue 
Fabulous singer of Prairie Home Companion fame, teamed with 
one of the Northwest's hottest bluegrass bands 

Saturday, November 22 
Unitarian Universalist Church of Palo Alto 
505 E. Charleston Rd. (near Middlefield Rd.), Palo Alto, CA 

$15 in advance, $17 at the door 
SCBS members $14 in advance by mail 
General Admission, doors open 7:30PM, show time 8:00 

Tickets by mail from: Redwood Bluegrass Associates, P. 0. Box 390846, Mountain View, CA, 94039-0846 (Please enclose a self
addressed regular size stamped envelope along with your check or money order). Tickets are also available at: Gryphon Stringed 
Instruments, Palo Alto, (650) 493-2131 •. and at Joplin & Sweeney, Los Gatos, (408) 395-7818. Children under 12, Y2 price. 
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There's no music like Bluegrass 
Music "California Style" 
by Madelyn and Lolan Blis 

It started out to be a very nice 
weekend prior to the CBA's 1997 
Festival. The weather was nice -
not too hot or cold at night. The 
usual Tractor Show was winding 
down and loading up for home. Bill 
Downs (our Festival Coordinator) 
was nmning around getting a head 
start on laying out signs and barri
cades before the rush to a new camp
ing spot during the festival. This 
was the first year for the CBA stage 
to be on the inner-grounds, it didn't 
take long for the former audience 
and concession areas to fill up. 

Monday started with getting 
the stage set and erecting the scaf
folding for what looked like a rock 
concert A work crew consisting of 
myself (Lolan), our son Brett and 
his friend Becky, Dave, Trevor and 
Rob Moon and John Senior's stage 
crew took on the task of leveling and 
securing our new stage. 

John Senior, J .B. Pierce and 
many more volunteers worked to 
new heights getting the truss and 

· curtains in place and helping the 
light crew complete their task. Af
ter the new textaline shade roof over 
the stage was up (and with rain in the 
forecast), we had the unexpected 
task of figuring out a safe and fea
sible method to secure a rain cover 
for the stage. 

Several solutions were dis
cussed and we finally decided to 
attach four posts and a cable to the 
lruss. Tarps were ~ed to keep any 
rain from damaging any equipment 
or the performers on the stage. 

load by more than half. 
As you well know, it is hard to 

ask volunteers to use their time, 
vacation, or whatever to work long 
hours. The coordinators of the CBA 
Festival are trying as fast as we can 
to streamline our festival so that it 
will be a less difficult "labor of 
Love" than it has been in the past. 
We still need good people to help 
make our festival one of the fmest in 
the world. 

If you would like to work with 
us in the stage set-up or on the front 
gate, we need volunteers to help us 
with phone installation, stage set-up 
on the Monday before and tear
down on the Monday after the festi
val. We intend to assign work sched
ules on a first-come basis . 

By writing this article several 
months before the June Festival, we 
hope to get a list of volunteers lined
up early. You can call Lolan or send 
him a FAX at510-2384712. Rease 
include your name and phone num
ber in your voicemail or FAX mes
sage, and let us know in what area 
you want to work and when, we will 
begin setting up a work schedule. 

We will be asking everybody 
who is a part of our crew to work 12 
hours for gate work and 16 hours for 
stage and phones. We are looking 
for people who have worked the 
gate nmning (ticket taking and band
.ing) previously, but will take any
one willing to help. 

Bluegrass Folks -
Herb and Alma Mitchell 

by Bill Wilhelm 

Herb and Alma Mitchell are 
regulars at CBA festivals. Since 
they are retired, they attend many 
others as well. I've seen tl1em at tl1e 
Colorado River Festivals and even 
at jam sessions in Quartzite, Ari
zona. 

Herb always has his Martin 
Guitar and plays good lead. Al
though he does use a small ampli
fier, he always keeps it quite low 
and never plays in a blaring fashion. 
Since Bluegrass is not played witli 
amplified instruments, there are oc
casions when he cannot use the amp. 

like so many others in Califor
nia, Herb and Alma both come from 
the state of Oklahoma. He is from 
Bokhito and she from somewhere 
between Andarko and Gracemont. 
They make their home in Taft, Cali
fornia, have three grown children, 
and celebrated their fiftieth wed
ding anniversary this year. 

When Herb was ten years old, 
his father bought a guitar for Herb's 
sister. Although she did learn to 
play it, she played only rhythm. The 
family had an old Edison cylinder 
player and some old Carter Family 
recordings. Herb loved Maybelle's 
guitar style and learned to play lis
tening to those recordings and try
ing to emulate that sound. 

Wednesday was upon us in a 
flash . The Volunteers' Pot Luck 
was barely over, when our Sound 
Engineer George Relies and his as
sistant Pam were ready to set up the 
sound system. By the time the stage 
was ready it was almost midnight. 
Our adopted sister, Toni Perry, 
brought some home-made chili for 
George and Pam and we all toasted 
the completion of CBA' s first stage 

New guidelines from the Board 
of Directors stipulate that all work
ers will purchase their tickets prior 
to the festival and be reimbursed 
after timecards have been verified 
and signed off. 

Since his sister played rhythm 
and he played lead, 1 asked him if 
they played together back then. I 
was told that they couldn' t, since 
they only had one guitar. His sister 
has long since given up playing the 
guitar all together, and Herb is more 
active at it than ever. 

Herb and Alma Mitchell 

on the inner-grounds. 

All of the members of your 
Board of Directors, the Festival 
Coordinators, and Officers of the 
California Bluegrass Association 
know that without the support of our 
members and friends, we could 
never put on a festival of the quality 
that we have. We are very proud of 
this Festival and appreciate all the 
help and support we have received 
over the past 23 years to accomplish 
this . 

Thanks again and we hope to 
see you before next June. 

As a young boy, he became a 
good enough musician that his cous
ins who had a regular radio show on 
KVSO in Ardmore, Oklahoma 
asked him to join them. Herb re
jected the offer at the time, because 
he says he was too bashful and just 
wouldn' t go. 

Then as a young man, Herb 
came to California. "In the thirties 
I bought a new Harmony guitar from 
Sears and Roebuck," Herb says. "It 

was the first one I ever owned. There 
was a time I loaned it to Chester 
Smith who had a radio show here in 
California. He liked it so well that I 
didn't think he was ever going to 
give it back, and I had to ask him to 
return it." 

For several years along about 
then, Herb gave up playing. It was 
likewise 'long about then that he 
met Alma and they were married. 
Later on, he resumed playing in 
their church. Then one day in a 
coffee shop , he met Don Sykes , a 

Despite the threat of rain com
ing in, it held off for almost the 
whole line-up on Thursday. How
ever, the lightening and wind cut the 
show short right in the middle of the 
Fox Family's set. The light crew, 
John Senior and his people stood 
fast like a well-seasoned crew of 
sailors, making sure that the stage 
cover (which could have been a 

Dave Davis and the Warrior River Boys; Kate MacKenzie 
and Out of the Blue to perfonn for RBA in Palo Alto 

large sail in the wind), weathered By Dick Brundle 
the storm. If you don' t happen to be in 

I believe that if it wasn't for the Oroville on November 14th, come 
courage and hard work of this crew to Palo Alto on Saturday, Nov em
during and after the big blow, we ber 15th to see Dave Davis and the 
could have had serious problems Warrior Rover Boys perform for 
continuing with the show. It is Redwood Bluegrass Associates . 
vohmteers like these that reflect the Dave Davis is a top mandolinist and 
kind of people who make up our tenor vocalist in the Monroe style, 
Bluegrass Family. We want to thank and the line-up also includes Tom 
all of those who helped with the Ewing, guitarist in Monroe's band 
stage and all volunteers who helped from 1985 up to his death in 1996. 
make this the best CBA Bluegrass The Warrior River Boys, based 
Festival ever. in Alabama, combine hard~driving 

Stage set-up for the CBA' s peking, heartfelt singing and South-
1998 Bluegrass Festival should be em charm in an energetic, enter
much easier since the Board of Di- taining show. This is a unique op
rectors recently decided to purchase portunity for Bay Area fans to hear 
four Genie lifts to use instead of the true southern bluegrass. The show 
scaffolding. This will cut the work is in a new location for RBA , the 
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Grace Lutheran Church, 3149 
Waverley St. , which can hold over 
400 people, so come help fill it up! 

The following weekend, Sat
urday 22nd November, sees there
turn of Kate MacKenzie, from Min
nesota, to an RBA stage, this time 
back in their usual location at the 
Palo Alto Unitarian Church on East 
Charleston Road. 

It is fair to say that Kate 
MacKenzie is known world-wide 
in radio land for her beautiful voice 
on Garrison Keillor's Prairie Home 
Companion, where she has appeared 
as regular for over 15 years. She 
started there originally as lead singer 
in the bluegrass band, Stoney Lone
some, and more recently has been 
one quarter of the Hopeful Gospel 

Quartet- along with Garrison, and 
Robin and Linda Williams. 

She has toured extensively in 
many countries, has appeared on 
Austin City Limits, and played the 
Strawberry Music Festival and an 
RBA concert in April 1996 in a duo 
arrangement with Chris Silver, an 
old Stoney Lonesome colleague. 
Now Kate is back with an up and 
coming bluegrass band, Out of the 
Blue from Oregon. She will per
form the original, wide-ranging, 
material from her two 1996 criti
cally acclaimed solo albums, Let 
Them Talk, and Age of Innocence. 

For details on both these fine 
shows please see the advertisement 
in this issue on the next page. 

local musician. They found that 
they each played similar music. 

Herb says, "I had never really 
played Bluegrass before, and Don 
got me into that. He told me about 
the big jam sessions in Death Val
ley, so Alma and I took the 
motorhome and went tl1ere, intend
ing to spend three days. I go so 
involved I couldn't get away, and 
we would up staying for thirteen 
days." 

Alma adds that she spent a lot 
of time washing the few clothes 
they had taken to spend three days to 
make them last two weeks. 

Herb, along with Don and a 
couple of others, play regularly in 
nursing homes in their area. They 
have actually become a band. When 
they announce to their audience that 
they will be out of town for a few 
days, they get protests and the pa
tients don't want them to go. 

Alma doesn't play an instru
ment, but whenever the fellows play 
gospel music she, along with some 
of the other wives do the singing. 
"That is a ministry," adds Alma. 

The Mitchells have a grandson 
in college who is studying for the 
ministry. He has also learned to 
play the guitar and sing accompani
ment. Do you suppose his grand
parent, with the example they have 
set, have had any influence upon 
hi ? m . 



J.D.'s Bluegrass Kitchen 
Howdy, Howdy, Howdy! 

It's a nice, crisp Fall day here on 
Bluegrass Acres today as I write this 
month's column. It is nice to go 
outside and not have three or four 
gnats buz.zin' around your head All 
the leaves are starting to turn and it 
won't be long until it is time to rake 
and burn 'em again. 

I've still got apples to pick and 
wood to stack. However, that's 
gonna' have to wait until I get back 
from IBMA. Hopefully the food in 
Louisville is better than in 
Owensboro. 

The gray squirrels are having a 
good time getting the nuts off an old 
walnut tree by the garage. They' ll 
get out there and count 'em every 
day until they get ripe enough to eat! 
And, speaking of eating, this month 
is my favorite holiday - namely 
Thanksgiving. 

recipes which would go great with 
your Thanksgiving dinner this year. 

1be first one is one of my favor
ites. You can fix it with meringue or 
without. Either way it is a very rich 
and elegant dessert to top off a holi
day dinner. 

Chess Pie 
1 112 cups sugar 
1 TBS. plus 2 tsp. Hour 
3 112 TBS. cream 
3 egg yolks, beaten 
1 tsp. Vanilla extract 
1 pie cruse for 8 inch pie pan 

Preheat oven at 425°. Combine 
sugar and flour. Work in the butter 
thoroughly. Add milk, vanilla and 
egg yolks. Mix until smooth. Place 
crust in pan and brush with melted 
shortening to prevent crust from 
getting soggy. Pour in filling. Bake 
at 425° for 40 minutes. 

What would a holiday diner be 
without Pecan Pie? Not very memo
rable I would guess! Up until about 
five years ago my mother made a 
pecan pie to have with our holiday 
dinners every year. 

I sure miss my mom's pecan 
pie, but this recipe fills the bill just as 
well. Here's the recipe my mom 
brought with her from Arkansas and 
used for 55 years that I know of. 
We'll start with her pie crust reCipe. 
The crust is the soul of any pie. If the 
cmst is hard or soggy, the pie is 
mined- I don't care what you use 
for filling! 

Pecan Filling 
3 eggs 
pinch of salt 
1 lb. Light brown sugar 
1 tsp. Vanilla 
1/4 cup melted butter 
1 cup chopped Pecans 
Stir eggs lightly; slowly beat in sugar 
and butter. Add salt and vanilla. 
Line pie plate with pastry and 
sprinkle half of the pecans over the 
bottom. Our in filling mixture, 
sprinkle with remaining pecans. 
Bake at 3SOO for 40 minutes, or until 
pie is almost set. Reduce heat to 
225° for 15 minutes, or until pie is 
thoroughly set. Pure Southern 
Ambrosia! 

Here's another version of Chess 
Pie that's just as good as the first 
one. The ingredients are a little 
different, but the results are just as 
spectacular. 

This pie is good served with 
whipped cream too. 

Well folks, there's three of my 
favorite pie recipes. Like my Dad 
always says, there's only two kinds 
of pie I like, and that's either hot or 
cold! I hope you try one or all of 
these for your family's holiday din
ner this year. I'm sure they will love 
'em. 

Now, as anyone who reads this 
column regularly knows, my favor
ite dessert is a piece of home made 
pie. So, this month I thought I 
would share three of my favorite pie 

1bis pie is very rich and is usu-
ally cut into eight wedges rather ~~~~~ii~~~~~~j~ Chess Pie #2 
than the usual six. 1 cup brown sugar 

Folks, we have so much to be 
thankful for here in this great coun
try of ours. I've always felt that one 
of my greatest blessings is the music 
that we all love. If it were not for this 
wonderful music that has graced 
and enriched our lives we would 
have never gotten to meet all the 
wonderful friends we've made be
cause of it. Mr. Bill Momoe has 
been gone from us for a year now, 
but the music he fathered will be 
with us forever and will continue to 
bless and enrich people's lives with 
the new friends they make because 
of it. What a blessing he was to all 
of us. 

Pie Crust 
114 tsp. Salt 
1 112 cups flour 
112 cup Crisco 
1/4 cup ice cold water 
Work Crisco thoroughly info flour 
and salt. Add ice water and blend 
well. Rl>ll out and place in pie pan. 

1/2 egg shell milk 
1/2 cup sugar 
1 tsp. Hour 
1/2 cup melted butter 
2 eggs, unbeaten 
Mix the sugar and flour together. 
Add eggs, tnilk and vanilla and mix 
well. Melt butter and pour in last. 
Mix until smooth. Pour into a 
greased pie crust. Bake at 325° for 
30-35 Ininutes. Yummy! 

May God grant you all peace 
and health, especially you, Rose 
honey, and my mother and father. 

Yerfriend, 

/.ff 4?4~ 

IT'S OUR BIRTHDAY ... BUT YOU GET THE GIFT! 

Pick up any new releases with a gold sticker! Send in the enclosed coupon with $2 to get our 
Birthday CD!! Your name will automatically be entered into our Grand Prize Drawing for a 
trip to the 1999 IBMA World of Bluegrass!! Here are our new eligible releases: 

Jim Eanes • WEBCO Classics • 
WEB 6003 

This recording spans Jim's thirty-year career 
and was original~ released as "Shenandoah 
Grass, Yesterday and Today." 

New Tradition • Daddy On His 
Knees • PRC 1072 

" ... good stuff! ... these guys can play almost 
anything." - TNN's Katie Haas. 

" .. .lots of energy . ..I love it .. . really t!lented 
guys." - Lorraine Crook. Crook and Chase. 

Continuing in the successful Blue Ridge 
Mountain compilation series, Blue Ridge 
Mountain Fiddle features the finest in bluegrass 
Fiddle including Chubby Wise, Kenny Baker. 
David Crow. Jimmy Campbell, and Aubrey 
Hayn ie. 
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, .< STUDIO INSIDER 
What is Mastering? 
By Joe Weed 

Greetings from Highland Stu
dio! In this month's column I'll 
discuss mastering, a part of albwn 
production which people fre
quently ask me about. What is 
mastering? Do I need to do it? 
Will it hurt? How much should it 
cost? How long does it take? I'll 
touch briefly on these and other 
questions about this important part 
of album production. 

Another level 
When all the tunes have been 

recorded, all the parts overdubbed, 
all the wrong notes edited (assum
ing there were at least one or two!) 
and all the tunes have been mixed, 
another level of work awaits the 
project 1bis level is mastering. In 
mastering, for the first time in the 
life cl the project. the album will be 
treated as a whole-as a complete 
entity. In all the earlier phases, the 
intent was to make each individual 
tune as great as possible. In mas
tering, the focus shifts to the entire 
album. 

Tone and volume (EQ and level) 
During the recording process, 

the various tunes on an albwn often 
end up getting mixed at different 
dates, and sometimes at different 
studios. Sometimes different people 
end up mixing different tunes, and 
their individual ideals for optimum 
sound may vary significantly. The 
result is frequently a collection of 
tunes which have been recorded at 
different levels (volume) and with 
different sound quality. The mas
tering engineer's job is to adjust the 
level and sound of each tune to 
make them fit into a sonic package. 
The tunes should not be totally ho
mogenized, cl course-a fiddle hoe
down should sound different from a 
love ballad. But the album should 
have consistent levels from tune to 
tune, so that the listener doesn't 
have to constantly get up to fiddle 
with the stereo between songs. And 
the tunes should sound like they are 
being played by one group. Radical 
differences in tone from tune to tune 
distract the listener from the desired 
musical experience. 

One of the hardest instrwnents 
to record is the upright bass. Many 
times when mastering a bluegrass 
or acoustic album, I'll fmd mruked 

differences from song to song in the 
sound of the bass. During master
ing, it's my job to work with equal
ization and sometimes compression 
to even out the sound of the bass 
from tune to tune. Another com
mon culprit in the low frequency 
area is vocals. Pl.osive SOI.Ulds (from 
the "p" or "b", especially) can gen
erate large amOI.Ults oflow frequency 
energy, especially when the singer 
was too close to the mic' s diaphragm. 
These low frequency thumps can be 
clearly .heard in a professional moni
toring environment, and artfully re
moved from the music during mas
tering. 

The mastering engineer has the 
tools to make adjustments to the 
mixed tunes, as well as the experi
ence to make judgments quickly 
about levels and tones. The master
ing studio should have a profession
ally designed listening room and an 
acoustically neutral monitoring sys
tem. If a project has been recorded 
in a home or garage studio, master
ing is the stage when final changes 
can me made to compensate for 
room or equipment deficiencies 
which have been masked in a non-

professional environment. Don't 
try to pinch pennies when master
ing! Mastering is like a last stage 
safety net. Go to a good facility 
whose staff you trust to understand 
your music and present it properly 
on an album. 

Put it all in order 
During mastering, the tunes can 

be properly sequenced. When de
ciding on a sequence for an album, 
create an appropriate mix of slow or 
fast, happy or sad, and instrwnental 
or vocal tunes. Keep in mind the 
keys the tunes are performed in, so 
that the musical flow is not sabo
taged by six tunes in a row in the key 
of B-flat. Sequencing the tunes is 
technically very simple to do in the 
mastering studio, so you don't need 
to have all the tunes in the correct 
order when you bring them in. 

What about Cassettes? 
Cassettes, with an A side and a 

B side, present a couple of problems 
which CD's don't Strive for a fairly 
even distribution of playing time 
between side A and side B. If one 
side is five minutes longer than the 

Savoring the Lyric •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
by Elena Corey 

Sometimes we get "into" the 
rhythm, letting it lap, like ocean 
currents, against our ears, or we 
allow our feet to express the pulsing 
flow that's reverberating inside our 
heads. Rhythm sends us primordial 
messages. 

Or sometimes we are knocked 
into upper echelons of appreciation 
over a beautiful melody. Maybe it 
meanders along a winding path, 
maybe is simply courses down the 
line, predictably, and naturally. 
Maybe the melody stretches our 
imaginations in curving leaps or 
weaves textured tapestries, with 
harmony, of tune for our mental 
entertaitm.ent. 

But oh, the lyric! Songwriters 
let us in on their private worlds and 
we feel empathy for the hero or 
heroine extolled in the lyric. Some
times the words are shimmery and 
glossy and we want to hold them in 
our minds extra long just to soak up 
every bit cl good we can from them 

Sometimes the lyric is harsh 
and angular, somewhat analogous 
to Colorado's Black Canyon of the 
Gunnison, so austere and forbid
ding. We even like songs that feel 
like that for certain themes, e.g. 
songs about ghost hauntings or the 
wretchedness of loneliness. Words 
like "forlorn" lash themselves to 
our hearts. 

Lyrics send us into far-flung 
worlds and let us walk in the shoes 
of people whose lives are far differ
ent from ours. But the songs we 
love the most, inevitably, coincide 
with songs which have lyrics with 
which we can, personally, identify. 
We really love them. Oh, we can 

sing about things we might be em
barrassed to talk about, and yet we 
' 'own" the lyric as much as if we'd 
written it, but our favorites are songs 
we'd be glad to have folks think we 
wrote. 

A good lyricist has the ability to 
take a universally experienced situ
ation or feeling about a common 
occurrence and to tweak the lyric 
with a few concrete, image-filled 
details, and we all identify with the 
plot of the song. 

A clever punster can indulge in 
endless rhyming gratification via 
lyrics, and a critic of the times can 
preach a pretty good sermon via a 
folk song. But oh, the sure-footed 
(or sure-tongued) traditional lyri
cist can touch our hearts and make 
us yearn for things and situations 
we've long-since wallpapered over 
in our hearts. Whose emotions 
wouldn't melt over lines like these? 

One quatrain is from a blue
grass song, "Georgia Girl" and one 
is from an older song, "Sweet Fern". 
These words are just to savor on 
your lips, awhile, for the sheer 
amount of meaning that can be 
packed into such few words. 

"She was yowzg and in love with 
me only; I was foot-loose and 
foolish, I guess. 

I wandered right out of her sweet 
Georgia heart, & the fact that 
I'm lonely tells the rest. " 

And 
" Upon my finger he placed a 

small ring On the day he was 
leaving his home. 

He promised that he would soon 
return to me. Oh why do the 
years go so slow?" 

Page 14- Bluegrass Breakdown- November, 1997 

Even the oddest lyrics fre
quently have an essence which 
makes them unforgettable. Some 
music organizations have occasional 
parties or jams, and suggest that 
everyone bring, to contribute, a song 
which contains a certain word or 
focus (in addition to food items to 

share), and folks have much fun 
preparing and sharing their special 
" topic" contributions. 

Fortunately, we don't have to 
limit ourselves to only the lyric or 
only the melody or only the rhythm; 
we can have it all! 

OME Banjos - Colorado company offers 
a variety of hand-crafted instruments 
by Suzanne Denison 

Having edited this publication 
for several years, I thought I had 
heard about most of the companies 
which made Bluegrass instrwnents. 

However, earlier this month I 
was contacted by Charles Ogsbury, 
who told me about his company, 
OME Banjos, of Boulder Colorado. 
A few days later, I received a cata
log from Mr. Ogsbury, and thought 
I would let our readers know about 
his fine banjos. 

Charles Ogsbury grew up in 
Kentucky with Bluegrass music and 
learned to play, repair and finally 
design and built quality banjos. 
From the time he founded OME 
Banjos 35 years ago, Obsby has 
insisted that every detail of his ban
jos, from their classic design through 
the final finishing and set up be 
given an extraordinary amount of 
personal care and attention. 

OME makes banjos in seven 
different styles and a large variety cl 
models to fit different kinds of mu
sic, from Dixieland Jazz and Min
strel to Bluegrass and commercial 
Country. Custom orders are a spe
cialty of the company, however, 

their catalog also offers stock in
strwnents for prompt delivery. The 
total production of the company is 
limited to about 100 banjos per year, 
many of which are custom made. 

All OME banjos are constructed 
of carefully selected woods, includ
ing curly maple, used for the neck, 
rim and resonator of most models. 
Every neck is fitted with their two
way adjustable truss rod and is hand
shaped for optimum comfort and 
playability. 

Among the Bluegrass musicians 
who play OME Banjos are Pete 
Wernick, formerly of Hot Rize and 
current leader of Pete Wernick's 
Live Five, who plays the Megatone 
Bluegrass model; and Ron Lyman 
cl Front Range, who plays the Grand 
Renaissance model. 

For further information about 
OME Banjos, write to them at .5680 
V almont Road, Boulder, CO 80301 
or phone (3ffi) 339-())41. If you are 
interested in obtaining a copy of 
their beautiful full color brochure, 
send $5 to the same address. 

other, then the listener has to listen 
to five minutes of blank tape when 
the other side is playing. Try se
quencing the tunes to minimize . 
large time differences between the 
two sides. 

Cassettes also have a much 
more limited dynamic range than 
CD's. That means they aren't ca
pable of as wide a difference be
tween the loudest and the softest 
sounds. To achieve the best pos
sible sound on commercially mass
produced cassettes, mastering en
gineers frequently use compres
sor/limiters on the whole program 
as they prepare a master for cas
sette. A good mastering engineer 
can do this so that the effects of the 
compressor are barely audible, but 
the important job oflimiting the 
dynamic range has been success
fully accomplished. 

Many people feel that cassettes 
are not a hi-fi medium, and that a 
listener who wants high fidelity 
sound should get a CD. However, 
with careful mastering, a record
ing can be optimized to sound its 
best on the limited, convenience
based medium that is the cassette. 

Don't get duped! 
When you are ready to send 

your master out to a duplication 
company for the rrrst (of many!) 
run of 1,000 units, you may find 
that the duplication house will want 
to add on an additional charge for 
mastering. If you have had your 
project mastered onto CD with the 
proper software, then they can use 
your master for duplication with
out the need to create another. Make 
sure your mastering facility has the 
proper type of software and CD 
recorder to prepare a duplication
ready master so you won't have to 
pay for an extra step at your dupli
cator! 

When you master onto CD, 
have your mastering facility pre
pare you a duplicate disc. You can 
hear it at home and on friends' 
systems, and if you discover that 
you really must make some 
changes, then you won't have 1,<XXl 
discs in your closet when you make 
that discovery. 

How long, how long? 
How long a mastering session 

takes really is difficult to predict. 
Most bluegrass mastering sessions 
at Highland Studio usually last from 
four to six hours, depending on 
how well the material was recorded, 
how much material there is to mas
ter, and how perfectionist the cli
ent is. If the session is just convert
ing a DA T to CD and adding PQ 
c:xxles, then the job can take a couple 
of hours . But if the job involves 
some processing, the four to six 
hour figure usually holds true. 

Email Joe at joe@ highland 
publishing.com, or call him at 
( 408 )353-3353, ( 408)353-3388 
fax. 



June 18, 19, 20 and 21, 1998 
At the Nevada County Fairgrounds in Grass Valley, California 

EARLY BIRD DISCOUNT TICKETS NOW ON SALE 
Partial Line-up Includes: 

• Ralph Stanley and the Clinch Mountain Boys • 
• The Nashville Bluegrass Band • The Lonesome River Band • 

• Laurie Lewis and Grant Street • The Lynn Morris Band • 
• Dry Branch Fire Squad • 

PLUS 10 addition bands and cloggers to be announced 

Come and join us in our 23rdd Annual Fathers' Day Weekend Blue~s Festival June 18-21, 1~ at the Nevada Comty Fairgrounds 
in Grass Valley, California. Four days of family fm, jamming, workshops, Children's Programs, and the best in 
Bluegrass and Old Time Music on stage under the beautiful pine trees in Grass Valley. 

Things You Should Know 
•Absolutely no pets allowed on the festival grounds. 
-camping is in the rough on the festival site beginning Monday,Jllile 15 through Wednesday, June 17 for a fee of $15 per unit per 
night (lots of grass and big pine trees), limited hookups available, on a first-come, first-served basis. 
-camping during the festival is included in 3 and 4 day tickets. 
•No alcohol is sold on the festival grounds. •Food and soft drink concessions on site. 
•Bring lawn chairs or blankets for seating. 
•Festival is held rain or shine -- ABSOLUTELY NO REFUNDS 

,..., Early Bird Ticket Order Form,..., 
Early Bird Discount Ticket Prices are offered to CBA Members only. Deadline for Discount tickets is February 28, 1998. Members may order tickets for family and friends who are 
not members. Non-member Advance Ticket prices are listed at bottom left. Senior Citizen Discounts available to CBA Members only. No Discounts available at the gate. 

Early Bird Tickets (1111 thru 2/28/98) Single Day Tickets Tickets purchased at the Gate (No member discounts) 
CBA Members Only No discounts available 4-Day ........ ... .... ............................. ........ ... $80 
4-Day ....................................................... $55 Thursday .................................................. $20 3-Day (Th-Fri-Sat) .......... ............ ... ... ....... $65 
4-Day Senior ............................................ $50 Friday ...................................................... $20 3-Day (Fri-Sat-Sun) ................................. $60 
4-Day Teen ( 13-18) ..... ..... ... .. ... .......... ...... $30 Saturday ..... ............. .. ..... .. .. ... ... ........... ... .. $25 
3-Day(Th-F-Sat) ...................................... $45 Sunday ..................................................... $15 
3-D~(F-Sa~S~ .................................... ~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

3-Day Teen (Th-F-Sat) ....... ... ................... $25 Please send me the following tickets to the CBA's 23rd Annual Father's Day Weekend Bluegrass Festival: 
3-Day Teen (F-Sat-Sun) ........................... $25 CBA Member Early Bird Tickets Non-Member Tickets Thursday Only @$20 
No Non-Member Discount Available - 4-Day dAdult @ $55 -- 4-Day Adult @$65 -- Friday Only @ $20 

Advance Tickets (3/1198 - 6/1198) 
CBA Members Only 
4-Day ...... ..... ............................................ $60 
4-Day Senior ............................................ $55 
4-DayTeen ................................. ..... ........ $35 
3-Day (Th-F-Sat) ..................................... $50 
3-Day (F-Sat-Sun) .................................... $45 
3-Day Teen (Th-F-Sat) ......... ... ... .............. $30 
3-Day Teen (F-Sat-Sun) ........................... $30 

Non-Member Advance Ticket Prices 
4-Day ....... ... .... ........................................ . $65 
4-DayTeen .............................................. ~ 
3-Day (Th-F-Sat) ..................................... $55 
3-Day (F-Sat-Sun) .................................... $50 
3-Day Teen (Th-F-Sat) ............................. $35 
3-Day Teen (F-Sat-Sun) ........ ... ........... .... . $35 

_ 4-Day Senior @$50 _ 4-Day Teen@~ -- Saturday Only @$25 
_ 4-Day Teen @$30 _ 3-Day Adult (Th-F-Sat) @$55 -- Sunday Only @$15 
_ 3-Day Adult (Th-F-Sat) @$45 _ 3-Day Adult (F-Sat-Sun) @$50 -
_ 3-Day Adult (F-Sat-Sun) @$40 _ 3-Day Teen (Th-F-Sat) @$35 CBA Member No. 
_ 3-Day Teen (Th-F-Sat) @$25 __ 3 Day Teen (F-Sat-Sun) @$35 Date of Order -----
- 3-Day Teen (F-Sat-Sun) @$25 Total Enclosed 
Name ________________ ___ 

Address __________________________ ___ 

City -----------------------

State _____ _ Zip __________ _ 

Phone~~--------------------

-~~~~-

Mail ticket order form, a SELF ADDRESSED. 
STAMPED ENVELOPE. and check or money order 
payable to the California Bluegrass Association (CBA) 
to: CBA Festival Advance Tickets 

David Runge 
215 Grant Avenue 
Petaluma, CA 94952 

For further information about tickets, call: 
(707) 762-8735 

Campers with Handicapping Conditions should make advance reservations by calling Festival Coordinator Bill Downs at 
552-6034 
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r On the Road with the Mobile MeNees ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Prince Edward Island, Nova 

Scotia is definitely one of the most 
pristine places in the world. Three 
years ago, when we were here, it 
required a ferry ride to access the 
island. Now there is a nine mile 
long bridge that only takes minutes 
to cross. 

We headed for the Bluegrass 
and Old Time Music Festival at 
Rollo Bay . July fourth is the start 
date. We arrived a day early which 
I am hoped would assure us a good 
camping spot . The drive to the site 
was a little hectic because of some 
detours that led us up some roads 
that I thought were someone's drive
way. 

The scenery was just the way 
we remembered it, rolling red dirt 
farm lands with silos and white 
clapboard sided farm houses. It 
could have been a scene out of the 
1930's if it wasn't for the new Ford 
tractor out plowing the field. The 
Prince Edward Islanders are very 
proud of their main crop, namely 
potatoes, grown for seed. The soil 
and climate are conducive to very 
healthy plants which they export all 
over the world. 

Guy Cormier was our host and 
the one who had invited me to con
duct a Dobro workshop for the fes
tival. Guy set us up in a very nice 
camp spot with a view of the stage 
and the beautiful royal blue waters 
of the bay behind. As we were 
getting the motorllome set up for the 
weekend the people started coming 
over to welcome us and visit. This 
is how we remember Canadtt, the 
people wbo are so very friendly. 

The OOnds were all regional with 
the exception of the headline band, 
The Bluegrass Thoroughbreds, who 
are from Kentucky. I was talking to 
the leader of the group and sure 
enough he asked me, "Do you know 
Pepper from California?" It seems 
as though he had sold his touring 
bus to Pepper. I wonder if Pepper 
knows the Pope. I think we should 
change Peppers name from the 
"Bluegrass Junkie "to 'The Califor
nia Bluegrass Ambassador." 

On Saturday I did the Dobro 
workshop and also played with Eddy 
Poirier and family. Eddy is the 
"Johnny Appleseed" of Bluegrass 
music in the Maritime Provinces of 
Canada. He started playing in the 
late 1950's with his group, "The 
Bluegrass Four'', and has been pro
moting bluegrass ever since. 

This was a very nice festival in 
a spectacular location with some 
extremely friendly people. But our 
next destination is Newfoundland 
and there no bridges to that island. 

Newfoundland was discovered 
by John Cabot of England in 1497. 
And discovered by Jan and LeRoy 
of California 1997. Newfoundland's 
SOOth. Year Celebration was taking 
place, and there were a lot of events 
to take in . The most significant was 
the replica of Cabot's ship, "The 
Matthew" which wa-; built in Bristol, 
England and sailed to Newfound
land this summer. They sailed her 
around the island stopping at many 
ports of call all of which we missed 
due to our schedule. 

We were actually on a boat when 
we discovered the island because if 
you want to take a thirty-six foot 
motorhome that's the only way to 
get it there. It is a five hour boat ride 
and I was praying the ocean would 
be calm, it was and I made it with no 
problem. Newfoundland is called 
"The Rock" and it truly is. The 
coastline is very rugged with many 
long bays and coves. Many pictur
esque fishing villages occupy these 
coves and look much as they did a 
hundred years ago. 

After landing our big ship and 
raising the California flag we made 
our way up the western coast to the 
to the town of St. Anthony not far 
from there we visited the site of the 
L'anse aux Meadows where the 
Vikings had lived in sod huts until 
they were run off by the Indians. 
They are much more friendly now. 
As we were driving down the high
way we kept seeing vegetable gar
dens planted along side the road, out 
in the middle of nowhere and we 
could not figure it out. 

We finally asked about there
mote gardens, and were told that 

THE CANADIAN GRASS UNIT+ 1-- (1-r) Frank Dooby, Ron Savoy, Lee Alward, Jean Marc Dorion and 
guest performer LeRoy "Mack" McNees. Photo by Janice McNees 

nity to do a Dobro workshop which 
I was happy to do. 

The thing I was most excited 
about was to play again with my 
friends of 'The Canadian Grass 
Unit''. These guys are terrific and I 
just love pickin' with them. I would 
love to bring them out to Grass 
Valley, I think they would be a big 
hit with the California fans. We did 
have a super weekend with our 
friends old and new and then we 
headed back to ova Scotia to a 
festival in the beautiful Annapolis 
Valley. 

FRFSH LOBSTER -- LeRoy is pictured with the pile of fresh lobster he and Jan enjoyed in Rogersville, New 

Our next stop was the Black 
Rock, Triple "D" Bluegrass and Old 
time Music Festival. Alf Dalton has 
promoted this festival for many years 
but he said this was the best attended 
ever. One of my favorite straight
ahead bluegrass groups were head
ing the show - David Davis and 
The Warrior River Boys. These 
guys know what real grass sounds 
like and they don't compromise. I 
had the privilege of playing a set 
with them and thoroughly enjoyed 
it. Alf asked me to put on a Dobro 
workshop but not as I nonnally do in 
a small group. He wanted me to do 
it from the stage, so that's what I did 
It was different and was mostly a 
show and tell kind of affair but the 
folks seemed to like it and nobody 
threw anything at me. 

Brunswick where they attended the Homecoming Bluegrass Festival. Photo by Janice McNees 

good soil is so scarce that the people 
of the village just go where they can 
find it and plant their garden. One of 
the strange sights we witnessed was 
that of a passing iceberg. It was 
huge - the size of an office build
ing, a hundred feet high. We were 
told that it takes those bergs five 
years to float down from Greenland 
where they originate. 

We decided since we were so 
close we would take a day trip to 
Labrador. We ferried over with just 
the jeep, only about an hour on the 
water this time. We went up to Red 
Bay, the site of the Portuguese 
Whaling operations in the early days. 
The Black flies were so bad we had 
to wear nets over our heads. Let me 
out of here! 

Back on Newfoundland, we saw 
many wonderful sights, more than 

space will allow to write about, but 
I would just say don't miss Gros 
Mome National Park. The green 
garden trail, 17 km. Hike and West
em Brook Pond, walk in and boat 
ride through spectacular fjords and 
waterfalls. These are all on the 
western side of the island. We trav
eled from the west to the east side of 
the island to the city of St. Johns. 

If you are a history buff you 
would love this town. While in St. 
Johns we took a tour of the Anglican 
Cathederal of St. John the Baptist, 
the oldest parish in Canada which 
was established in 1699. After our 
tour, we had tea in the crypt. I know 
it sounds weird, but it was quite 
nice. The best thing we did on the 
east side of Newfoundland was to 
go whale watching. It was awe
some! We had 50 foot long hump-

backs swimming tmder the boat and 
breaching and diving right in front 
of us. 

The ferry ride back to Nova 
Scotia from the east of Newfound
land is even longer than the west, 
it's fourteen hours. We slept through 
most of it as our boat did not leave 
until eleven P.M .. We had been on 
the island for a month by then, with 
no bluegrass music at all, so I was 
ready for the Virgin Hill Bluegrass 
Festival in New Brunswick. 

We were at Virgin Hill three 
years ago, and had a great time, so 
our expectations were high . I was 
especially looking forward to hear
ing the headline group, White Moun
tain Bluegrass. Roger Williams was 
playing Dobro with them and I just 
think Roger is one of the best play
ers around today. I had the opportu-

Jan and I took off for a day trip 
to the Digby Neck region . This is 
where the famous Digby clams and 
scallops come from. They also have 
a bore tide there that will rise sixty 
feet very quickly. We asked the 
locals where they go to eat scallops 
they directed us to the Irving gas 
station and that's where we ate our 
ftll. On the last night of the festival 
they had a com roast for all the staff 
and a nice quite jam. 

We had one more Canadian fes
tival to go. That meant going back 
to New Brunswick to Rogersville 
for their Homecoming Bluegrass 
Festival. Rogersville is in the heart 
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••••••••••••••••••••• Your ad in this space will reach 2,500 
BLUEGRASS oriented fans, musicians 

and mosie-r elated businesses! 
of the French Canadian cotn1try and 
boy do these folks like to play music 
and have a good time. 

One of the French Canadians 
we were camped next to knocked on 
our door and said "do you want 
some fresh lobster?" I said, "You 
bet we do". He was talking on a cell 
phone to his brother, who was on the 
boat catching the lobster as they 
spoke. We ordered ten and they 
arrived two hours later still kicking. 
Jan cooked them up and yummmm 
good. 

Rhonda Vincent was the main 
attraction at the festival , with a very 
fme local bluegrass band, New High
way, to back her up. Canadian 
Grass Unit was on hand again with 
their imported Dobro picker from 
California. The festival is held on 
private property that has been de
veloped especially for this festival. 
Many of the camp sites have 20 
amp. electrical hook ups . 

This was our first time to see 
Rhonda Vincent perform, and I must 
say I really enjoyed her show. She 
has a great personality and can in
volve her audience right with her. 
Rhonda was out jamming wi"th us 
after the show and wow what a 
voice, you can really tell how good 
someone is when you are singing 
with them . This made our seventh 
festival for the summer but we still 
have one more to go Thomas Point 
Beach in Maine. 

Thomas Point Beach, 
Brunswick Maine - this is the 
biggie for the New Englanders and 
the eastern Canadians as well. The 
setting for this festival is like none 
other fve seen. The natural beauty 
of the sea, beach, grass and the huge 
shade trees make it a sight to behold 
We arrived four days early and chose 
our spot. You are not allowed to 
rope off an area, but you can spread 
out So with our big old motmhome 
and Jeep I was able to save six spots 
for the Canadian friends we had 
planned to camp with. 

This year was festival promoter 
Pat Crooker's 20th Anniversary 
Festival and she pulled out all the 
stops. The line-up of talent was 
amazing and the crowd was the larg
est ever. We were able to meet up 
with some old friends like Raymond 
McClain and Mike Stevens. I was 
playing with the Canadian grass unit 
and while I was on stage testing my 
microphone I heard someone in front 
of the stage say "Pepper" I looked 
up and there he was. We had a good 
time swapping stories and listening 
to some excellent music together. 

Speaking of Excellent music, I 
was very impressed with the two 
sets that Del McCoury and band 
performed. They were using a single 
Audio Technica 4ffi3a microphone. 
It was the best tone and balance and 
just great music going into it as well 
that I have heard in years. I bought 
one of those microphones as soon as 
I got home. 

Jan cooked up a big dinner for 
Jim and Jesse and all their crew and 
we had a good visit with them. The 
music was over, the treasured friends 
we had m00e were on the road home, 
and we had to do the same. It was 
another great experience and dis
covery. 

We thank the Lord for his care 
over us and all his blessings that 
enable us to make a trip like this. We 
hope to see you down the road . 

/~~~~/ 
The Mobile McNees 

For information and advertising rates colllact: 
Suzanne Denison, Editor 

The Bluegrass Breakdown 
P.O. Box 9- Wilseyville, CA 95257 

Phone 209-293-1559- FAX 209-293-1220-
Email: CBA WPN 

Rising Star Productions Presents 
Rounder Recording Artists 

DAVE DAVIS AND 
1HE WARRIOR 

RIVER BOYS 
PLUS 

•Canyon Creek Band 
AND 

•Red Dirt Bullies 

IN CONCERT 
Frida~ November 14, 1997-7:00 p.m. 

at the State Theater - 1489 Myers Street- Oroville, California 
Co-sponsoed by the 

California Bluegrass Association and the Butte Folk Music Society 
Tickets are $12 in advance and $14 at the door 

Members of the CBA and Butte Folk Music Society eligible for $2 discount 

Advance Ticket Order Form 

Please send me the following tickets for the Warrior River Boys 
Concert on Friday, November 14, 1997 at the State Theater in Oroville, 
Califonia: 

__ CBA member tickets @$10 each 

__ Butte Folk Music Society member tickets @$10 each 

__ Non-member tickets @$12 each 

Total enclosed$ _______ _ 

Please include a self-addressed, stamped envelope. Make checks 
payable to Grant Johnston and mail to: 

Warrior River Concert 
do GrantJohnston 

456 Sacramento A venue 
Chico, CA 95926 

Send tickets to: 

Name: _________________ ___ 

Admess _________________ __ 

City ________ _ State Zip ___ _ 

CBA Membership# _____ _ 

Butte Folk Music Society Membership# _____ __ 

Advance ticket orders must be post-marked by November 10, 1997. 

For further information, call (916) 895-8560 
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MUSIC MATTERS 
by Elena Corey 

Because "The Peanut Butter 
Song" has been so well received 
and so many folks have had com
ments and questions about novelty 
songs and parody songs, this 
mooth's column will focus on them. 
There is no intent to step on 
anyone's tender sensitivities, and 
so if the silly lyrics seem awful or 
shocking to you, please don't take 
offense. It's all meant in fun. 

One of the most important 
things in the criteria for a parody 
song is that the song from which 
the off-shoot is taken to be familiar 
to folks, so that the puns and little 
allusioos will be appreciated With 
much of our present pop-culture 
having a very short shelf life, that 
will probably mean that parody 
songs of the future will be mean
ingful to fewer people. 

Fortunately, in traditional mu
sic, our heritage, the songs have 
survived and so are accessible to 
us. The tune to the "Peanut Butter 
Song" is "A Sweetest Gift, a 
Mother's Smile." Many of us know 
of Hazel Dickens and Alice 
Gerrard's version of it. 

Here's the lyric that is now 
making the rounds: 

The Peanut Butter Song 

One day a child came home from 
football, where he had fumbled, 
been jeered and booed. 
His Mother saw his heart was bro
ken, and so she made him his fa
vorite food. 

She did not bring a bowl of salad; 
(bring to him) (salad greens) 

She brought no whole wheat buns, 
no pile of beans. 
(whole wheat buns) (beans 
in a pile) 
She brought him sandwiches of 
toasted white bread, and peanut
butter, creamy style 
(sandwiches) (toasted bread) 
(peanut-butter creamy style) 

The boy grew up, became a loser, 
got lost in study (haJJ), got into 
fights 
(left over from fights) 

His Mother never tried to change 
him, just brought him comfort food, 
each night. 
(food from work each night) 

(Chorus) 

At last his life changed, he was 
awakened, by an article he read that 
fall. 
He thought that all of his stupid 
problems were caused by too much 
cholesterd. 

And so she brought him a bowl 
of salad, with whole wheat buns, a 
pile of beans. 
(brought to him) (salad greens) 
(whole wheat buns) (beans in a pile) 

She brought no sandwiches of 
toasted white bread nor peanut-but
ter, creamy style. 

(sandwiches) 
(toasted white bread) 
(peanut-butter, creamy style.) 

'Next day his dog died, he wrecked 
his pickup, his sweetheart left him, 
he lost his hair. 
His house caught fire, he went to 
prison, his dear old Mother came to 
him there. 

(repeat I" chorus) 

And for another glimpse at the 
field, here· s the lyric of a novelty 
song a few folks requested. 

A Little Bit Late 

They repossessed my car, I said, 
"I'll get it back again. 

I'll fight those finance people to 
the end. 

Here's my delinquent payment 
and I'll give you some, too boot. 

Now give me back my car, and 
take my loot." 
They said, "Sorry, you're a little too 
late. 

We can't mess around while 
you procrastinate. 

We auctioned off your car; well, 
that's just the way we are. 

Sorry you're a little bit late." 

So I had to catch the city bus to 
get to work on time. 

I missed the one at eight; had to 
catch the one at nine. 

I finally got to work about a 
quarter after ten, 

and went to tell the boss-man 
where I'd been. 
He said, "I think you're just a little 
too late. 

And fella' that's the kind of 
thing I hate. 

The Gibson lnstruiDent CoiDpany 
by Grant Johnston 

Orville H. Gibson, founder of models being made at the time. 
the Gibson Instrument Company, Later he developed the F model 
was born in 1856 in Chataugay, mandolin, with flowing lines and a 
New York. By 1881, he had relo- coiled scroll above the neck. The 
cated to Kalamazoo, Michigan. sound holes were also changed to 
Gibson worked as a clerk in a shoe the stylized F shaped holes used on 
store to support himself, but in his modem Gibson Mandolins. llus 
spare time he would carve on pieces was the model mandolin played by 
of wood. Bill Monroe and familiar to most 

In the 1870's or 1880's he built Bluegrass fans. 
his first mandolin. His method of Orville Gibson also built gui
construction was unique. He carved tars with carved fronts and backs. 
the front and back in a shallow bowl The stylized F sound holes and 
shape, sinlllar to the construction of arched tops were~ dominate feature 
a violin. This produced the now ., on the gtntars. This.type.of gwtar IS 

familiar arch top seen on Gibson F- called an arch top m this country, 
5 mandolins. but in Europe they are frequently 

He also carved the sides or rim referred to as Gibsons to distinguish 
of the mandolin from a single block them from the flat top, Spanish
of wood. He would draw the outline style instruments. 
for the rim, then cut away the inside For many years each instrument 
and outside, leaving a continuous was individually produced by 
perimeter. It is possible that Gibson Gibson in at~ by twe~ ve ~oot shop. 
used tills method because he was Every ooe as different m sae, shape 
more comfortable with carving then and thickness, as Gibson attempted 
he was with the art of bending thin to make each one better than the one 
pieces of veneer. befo~. Most were~ from wood 

The first mandolins he made obtamed locally. G1bson even re
were the "A" models, oval shaped cycled old furniture to obtain thick 
instruments with oval sound holes. slabs of aged wood. 
Each one had an arched front and In 1902, five Kalamazoo busi
back carved from thick planks. On nessmen joined with ~lle Gi~on 
some early models the outside of the to form a company w1th the obJeC
back was left flat even though a tive of increasing production and 
depression was carved inside of it. sales of Gibson instruments. The 
The sound from these early mando- compan~ issued ~12,~ in capitol 
lins was superior to the gourd-shaped stock. Gibson tramed his new ~-
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ners in the necessary skills for pro
ducing fine instruments. 

In 1920, Lloyd Loar joined 
Gibson's staff. In five short years he 
made numerous improvements to 
the Gibson Instrument line. Many 
of his methods have been copied by 
other manufacturers and are still 
being used 75 years later. 

The most important develop
ment Loar made at Gibson was the 
Model F-5 Mandolin and the L-5 
Guitar. The instruments built dur
ing the time Loar was with Gibson 
are an~ong the most expensive col
lectable stringed instruments in the 
world. The craftsmanship was so 
impeccable that Loar personally 
signed each one. Old Gibson instru
ments are very collectable instru
ments. A Lloyd Loar signature 
model might be priced at 5 figures, 
depending on its condition. 

He also designed the first 
stringed instrument with an electric 
pickup. The pid.l!p used was very 
primitive by today's standards, but 
it proved an electric guitar could be 
built. However, Gibson left devel
opment of electric instruments to 
others. 

In 1924, Loar left Gibson to 
start the VM-TONE Company with 
the purpose of marketing electric 
guitars. VIVI-TONE produced a 
quality product using the technol
ogy of the day, but there was not 

Now I don't wanna make you 
sore, but we can't use you anymore. 

Sorry, you're a little bit late." 

So then my wife packed up and 
left me. I said, "She can't do that to 
me. 

I guess I'll have to show her 
what a lover I can be." 

So I bought a dozen roses and 
said, "Baby, please come home. 

Your lover boy can't stand to be 
alone." 
She said, "I think you're just a little 
bit late. 

You see I went out and got 
another mate. 

He's handsomer than you; he 
has a car; he' s working too. 

Sorry, you're a little too late." 

Well after the divorce I ended 
up witl10ut a dime. 

You can see that I was forced to 
lead a life of sin and crime. 

I gan~bled and I plundered and I 
smoked and cursed and drank. 

'Even tried to rob the local bank. 
They said, "We think you're just a 
little bit late. 

There's nothin' in our vault for 
you to take. 

You're the second crook we've 
had today; the other fella' got away. 

Sorry, you're a little too late." 

The time in jail I spent has made 
me see that I was wrong. 

I decided to repent and take it 
easy from now on. 

· But when I die and climb those 
golden stairs on that judgment day, 

much of a market for their innova
tive guitars. The market for electric 
instruments would be expanded 
when Adolph Rickenbacher started 
the Rickenbacher Guitar Company. 
Further improvements by Leo 
Fender led to our modem solid body 
electric guitars with wah-wah ped
als and other effects. 

Later Gibson re-entered the elec
tric guitar market, developing the 
ES (Electric Spanish) Model, the 
Les Paul Model, and other hollow 
body, semi-hollow body, and solid 
body electric guitars. 

The company continues to 
manufacture Gibson Guitars and 
Mandolins . They are also the only 

The Man 'll prob'ly look at me 
and say, 

"I think you're just a little bit 
late. we're all full up now, you'll 
have to wait. 

Why don't you go on down 
below; if something breaks, we'll 
let you know. 

Sorry you're a little too late." 

I introduced "Little Bit Late" 
in a workshop this summer, and 
gave copies of the lyric to folks 
who participated, but one or two 
folks didn't get home with their 
copies. I don't have a way, at 
present, of giving you the tune, 
since past attempts at including 
notation within an article haven't 
been all that successful, but if you 
hunt me down at a jan~, I'll sing it 
for you or invite you over to my 
house and let my dog sing it for you 
(He's a better singer than I ani.) 

Hope you enjoy these two silly 
songs. There are a whole lot of 
novelty songs and parodies out 
there. "little Cabin Home on the 
Hill" has been rendered "little Old 
Homemade Malt liquor Still" and 
even "Ashes of Love" has seen 
humorous revision. Please share 
your "finds" in this area with me, 
because I sense that sometimes the 
parodies cut to the core of the truth 
even more than the originals may 
do. 

Until next month, happy 
pickin' to you. 

COO!pany that can manufacture reso
nator or resophonic guitars and use 
the trademark name "Dobro" on 
them. The Gibson company owns 
the "Dobro" trademark and is manu
facturing fme guitars COO! parable to 
other Dobros produced in the past. 

Gibson is currently relocating 
several of its manufacturing facili
ties to Nashville, Te1messee. The 
COO!pany has established a Bluegrsss 
Instrument Division and plans to 
open a museum at their Nashville 
headquarters. 

To contact Gibson Instruments, 
write to 1818 Elen Kill Pike, Nash
ville, TN 37210, or visit their web 
site at: www.gibson.net/ 

~ 
'IT UP! 



The Lonely Picker 
by Oaude Martin 

I played guitar for a lot of years 
But never learned to read 
I stnunmed away the simple songs 
And sang to fit the need 

But this was something most could 
do 
You see, I was never all that good 
I was never asked to play a lick 
Or join the brotherhood 

One day I heard a mandolin 
Caressed by this "down home" gent 
His big ol' yams graced it's neck 
With a touch most elegant 

The sound he made was exciting 
and quick 
As he played a Momoe tune 
I thought, if I could pick like that 
I'd play from sun to moon 

Some time has passed since that day 
I had shelved my hidden desire 
Then one day I heard it again 
Re-igniting the internal fire 

Like Lorilei that wooed the ships 
I was drawn ever closer to the cliff 
To the thought, could I really learn 
to play 
And dance through a musical riff? 

I bought myself an old "Aatiron" 
And found a teacher of local fame 
I impassioned a love for those eight 
strings 
My life would ne'er be the same 

I learned to play an Irish jig, 
A hornpipe, and a reel 
Bach and Mozart I threw in 
Just to experience the feel 

As with anything new I'd learn 
I sought to share with a friend 
And as you'd imagine, as per tradi
tion 
Ol' pretzel paws was at it again 

My fingers were tied in such a knot 
I was forever gettin' 'em free 
Once more I tried with the same 
result 
My fingers ignoring my plea 

My friend, unimpressed, with tongue 
in cheek 
Said, "oh, what a gift you've got" 
Then he left me alone not asking for 
more 
Though to try would have been for 
naught 

Feeling a failure I sat all alone 
And played the exact same tune 
Again and again without a mistake 
What's with this phenomenon? 

But alas, it seemed destined to be 
That I play for myself alone 
For my own fulfillment and satis
factim 
My company I'd keep at home 

I've improved my pickin' over the 
years 
And I still ain't all that great 
Yeah, now I can play with others 
arOWld 
Just don't ask me to play a date. -tF 

RECORDING REVIEWS 
Aloha From Nashville 
Darrell Scott 

Songs: Head South, Banjo Clark, 
You'll Never Leave Harlan Alive, 
It's A Great Day To Be Alive, I WISh, 
The Ballad Of Martha White, It's 
The Whiskey That Eases The Pain, 
Spelling Bee Romance, Life Is 

Cheap, Heartbreak Town, Title Of 
The Song 

ornpson - harmony vocals, acous
tic guitar; Kenny Malone - drums 
and percussion; Roy Huskey Jr. -
bass; Suzi Ragsdale - harmony 
vocals; Sam Bush - mandolin 

Sugar Hill Records 
SHCD-3864 
POBox55300 
Durham NC 27717 

Personnel: Darrell Scott- guitar, 
pedal steel, banjo, dobro, autoharp, 
harmonica, slide, bass; Verlon Th- (Continued on Page 20) 

The Sacramento Area. C. B.A. 
presents the Inaugural 

· Feather 
River 

BLUEGRASS 
FESTIVAL 

Saturday November 15, 1997 
Oroville Travelcx:Jge Motel-- 580 Oroville Dam Blvd.-- Oroville, CA 

Stage Music from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. Featuring: 

• Big Valley Band • Blue Northern 
• Foothillbillies • Mountain Laurel 

• Past Due and Playable • River City Boys 
• Red Dirt Bullies • String Nation 

• Slate Mountain Bluegrass Band 
Plus more bands to be announced - Continuous Jamming 

Event Tickets: . $15.00 for CBA members-- $17.50 for Non members 
Children 16 and under are free with paying adult. 
Lots of RV parking on site-- $10 per unit per night 

The Oroville Travelodge has 70 refurbished rooms, each has a microwave, small refrigerator and coffee 
maker. Festival rate is $44.00 per night-- including a cooked-to-order breakfast. 

Call 916-533-7070 for reservations 

Advance Ticket Order Form 
Please send me the following tickets for the Feather River 
Bluegrass Festival to be held on Saturday, November 15, 1997: 

___ CBA member tickets @$15 each 

___ Non-member tickets @$17.50 each 

Total enclosed $. ________________ _ 

Please include a self-addressed, stamped envelope. Make 
checks payable to and mail to : 

Feather River Bluegrass Festival 
c/o Grant Johnston 

456 Sacramento Avenue 
Chico, CA 95926 

For further information, call (916) 895-8560 

Send tickets to: 

Name: ________________________________ __ 

Address -------------------------------

City _______________ State _ Zip ___ _ 

Phone ( 
~--~----------------

CBA Membership# __________ __ 

Advance ticket orders must be post-marked by November 10, 
1997. 
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RECORDING REVIEWS 
(Continued from page 19) 

and fiddle; plus many others 

by Larry Carlin 
Remember this name 

Darrell Scott. You have heanl him 
play before (with Guy Oark, Tim 
O'Brien, and Sam Bush, to name a 
few), and next time around he will 
be on his own. This is a given. 
Order those tickets now, before he 
becomes too big. 

Darrell Scott is not .only an 
incredible guitar player - as any
one who saw Sam Bush at Straw
berry this year can attest to - he 
also is a great singer, writer and 
multi-instrumentalist whose first 
oddly-titled solo project is called 
"Aloha From Nashville". Do not 
fear, there is nothing Hawaiian 
about this album. But do say hello 
to Darrell Scott if you haven't al
ready. 

All of the songs on Aloha were 
written by Scott except for one co
write and one song that was written 
by his father, the politically-incor
rect-for-the-90s, It's The Whiskey 
That Eases The Pain. But if you are 
looking for a category to place 
Darrell in, good luck. He is all over 
the musical map and such is one of 
the things that makes this CD so 
enjoyable. The title may sound 
Hawaiian, he may live in Nash
ville, but it is plain to see that his 
influences are many. And, besides 
numerous instruments that Scott 
plays himself, he also has some 
stellar sidemen on this CD such as 
Sam Bush, Kenny Malone, and 
Roy Huskey, Jr., on bass. 

The first song is a whimsical 
western swing number called Head 
South that sings the praises of liv
ing south of the Mason-Dixon line. 
Next comes Banjo Clark, a song 
derived from the traditional tune 
Old Joe Oark. He co-wrote this 
song with his friend and fellow 
Guy Clark Band member V erlon 
Thompson, and this song is one 
that Sam Bush covers in his shows. 

You'll Never Leave Harlan 
Alive is a coal mining ballad that 
comes from Scott's Kentucky up
bringing. That is followed, ironi
cally, by another song with the 
word "alive" in the title, the anti
blues song, It's A Great Day For 
Being Alive, that could easily have 
been a title cut I Wish is a bluesy 
minoc mode song that features some 
great slide playing by Scott, and 
The Ballad Of Martha White is a 
slow jazzy piece about his being in 
love as a kid with a fictitious adver
tising spokeswoman. The song 
features a soft, muted trumpet and 
lots of talk about greasy biscuits. 

His father, who was also a 
player and was Darrell' s main in
spiration as a musician, wrote It's 
The Whiskey That Eases The Pain. 
Darrell also dedicated the record
ing to his dad. It's been awhile 
since anyone has had a song with 
spelled words in it, and Spelling 
Bee Romance is the wittiest song 
on this CD. Life Is Cheap is a slow 
OOllad about spousal abuse that fea
tures Suzi Ragsdale on harmony 
and acc<rdion. She is also from the 

Guy Oatk Band Heartbreak Town 
is about a couple trying to make a 
new start in life, and the fmal cut, 
Title Of The Song , is a dead-on 
skewering about the way the pow
ers-that-be in Nashville want songs 
to be written. It's obvious from the 
songs on this recording that Darrell 
Scott has not followed the 
songwriting rules he pokes fun of in 
this classic closing cut 

"Aloha From Nashville" -
besides showcasing the writing, 
singing and playing talents of Danell 
Scott - was also }X"oduced by him, 
and it has a cute photo of him as a kid 
standing outside of Ernest Tubb' s 
record shop. He has come a long 
ways since then, and he doesn't 
have very far to go until he hits the 
big time on his own. Next Straw
berry Fest could find Sam Bush 
playing in Darrell Scott's band. 
Before saying good-bye to this re
view, say hello to Darrell Scott and 
Aloha From Nashville. 

Keepers 
GuyOark 

Sugar Hill Records 
SHCD-1055 
POBox55300 
Durham NC 27717 

Songs: LA. Freeway, Texas-1947, 
Like A Coat From The Cold, 
Heqrtbroke, the Last Gunfighter 
Ballad, Better Days, Homegrown 
Tomatoes, SheAin'tGoin' Nowhere, 
South Coast Of Texas, That Old 
Time Feeling, A Little 0/Both, Out 
In The Parking Lot, Let Him Roll, 
Texas Cookin', Desperados Wait
ing For A Train 

Personnel: Guy Oatk - vocals and 
guitar; Travis Oark - harmony 
vocals and bass; Verlon Thompson 
- harmony vocals and guitar; Suzi 
Ragsdale - harmony vocals and 
accordion; Danell Scott - harmony 
vocals, guitar, mandolin, dobro, 
dulcimer, and Weissenborn; Kenny 
Malone - drums and percussion 

by Larry Carlin 
The Lonestar State has given 

the mustc world some fine 
songwriters over the years - from 
Buddy Holly and Willie Nelson to 
Lyle Lovett and Townes VanZandt 
(and countless others in between) 
- butthere'sone West Texan wha;e 
songs are more well-known than the 
writer himself, and that guy is Guy 
Clark. And now he has a new re
cording of mostly old songs with the 
appropriate title ' 'Keepers", and all 
of the songs on this CD are defi
nitely that - keepers. 

living in Nashville fcx the past 
25 years fortunately has not cramped 
Guy Clark's writing style, and he 
still sounds like he spends most of 
his time in honky-tonks until all 
hours of the morning. And this time 
around he is literally in the honky
tonks, as Keepers is a live recording 
from Nashville's Douglas Comer, 
and one of the good things about this 
live recording is that during the intros 
you get to hear where the inspiration 
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for some of these songs came from. 
Keepers opens with LA Free

way: a song about trying to get out of 
Tinseltown, which was covered by 
Jerry JeffWalkermany years back. 
Texas -1947 is about the first time 
Guy saw a train as a kid, and Like A 
Coat From The Cold is a slow love 
song. Heartbroke is an up-tempo 
swing number that was a hit for 
Ricky Scaggs; The Last Gunfighter 
Ballad is a self -explanatory tale of a 
shoot-out, and Better Days is a song 
about hope. 

Then comes the hilarious 
Homegrown Tomatoes, one of the 
truest love songs ever written, to 
paraphrase the writer. She Ain't 
Goin' Nowhere is Guy's favorite 
song, and he says it is about "10 
seconds in a woman's life." South 
Coast Of Texas, with a squeezebox, 
has a delightful Marty Robbins feel 
to it, and That Old Time Feeling, full 
of metaphors, is Guy's very first 
''kept" song. 

A Little Of Both is a whimsical 
ditty that was written with one of his 
backup singers, Verlon Thomps-on, 
and Out In The Parking Lot was 
written with sideman Darrell Scott, 
it a more deft description of what 
goes on at country bars, or as Guy 
says, it is the "anti-Boot Scootin' 
Boogie song." Let Him Roll is a 800 
ballad about a man who turns to 
drink when he loses the woman he 
loves, and Texas Cookin' is as fun as 
the title sounds. Finally, there is the 
Clark classic Desperados Waiting 
For A Train, written about his 
grandma's boyfriend, the man who 
taught Guy everything he knows. 

The title Keepers refers to songs 
that Guy has kept in his repertoire 
and has been singing fcx years. You 
will be familiar with some of them 
having been recorded by other art
ists, yet there is nothing like hearing 
these songs recorded live by the 
writer himself with his husky, ciga
rette-and-whiskey-soaked voice. 
Plus his band consists of many of 
the same people who are on Darrell 
Scott's ''Aloha From Nashville" CD 
(including Scott himself), so if you 
are wary of live recordings you need 
not be here. Guy Oark' s songs and 
voice combined with a dynamite 
backup band makes Keepers one 
CD you'll want to hang onto. 

In The Shadows 
Of Your Wings 
Forbes Family 

Rebel Records 
CD 1733 
P.O. Box 3057 
Roanoke, VA 32802 

Songs: In The Shadow Of Your 
Wings, I Wonder What They're 
Doing There Now, Revelation Nine
teen, Treasures Unseen, It 's Time 
To Get Back To The Word Of God, 
I Must Tell Jesus. Heaven On My 
Knees, I Need Thee Every Hour, 
God Lead Us Along, 
Which Way Will You Choose, 
There's An Answer. 

Personnel: Lisa Forbes Roberts -

lead and harmony vocals; Homer 
Forbes - lead and harmony vocals; 
Lori Fmbes Slate - harmony vocals; 
Jay Forbes - bass vocals; Barry Bales 
- bass; Ron Block- rllythm and lead 
guitar, banjo; Adam Steffey - man
dolin, mandola (Treasures Unseen); 
Dan Tyminski - rhythm and lead 
guitar (Heaven On My Knees). 

By Ken Reynolds 
"In The Shadow Of Your 

Wings" is the latest release by the 
Fornes Family on the Rebel Records 
label. I had the opportunity to com
municate with Jay Forbes a couple 
of weeks ago. Jay told me that the 
group has another release coming 
out real soon. 

If you are a fan of gospel music, 
as I am, I know that you will enjoy 
this CD. The Forbes Family is one 
of the premier gospel groups in the 
business today. Their music is not 
what I would class hard-core Blue
grass, but it is some of the best music 
that you'll have a chance to listen to. 
Members of the Forbes Family pos
sess vocal harmonies that are sec
ond to none, in my opinion. 

They really show off their vo- . 
cal ability on the a capella songs, I 
Wonder What They're Doing There 
Now, I Must Tell Jesus, and I Need 
Thee Every Hour. Their pristine 
vocals, combined with the great line
up of musicians on this CD guaran
tees that you will hear some out
standing music. 

Ron Block, who plays banjo 
for Alison Krauss, wrote four of the 
songs that are }X"esented on this re
cording. They are: ln The Shadow 
Of Your Wings, It's Time To Get 
Baek To The Word Of God, Which 
Way Will You Choose? and There's 
An Answer. Homer Forbes wrote 
Revelation Nineteen, and Lori 
Forbes Roberts wrote Heaven On 
My Knees . 

My two favorite songs on this 
CD are In The Shadow Of Your 
Wings and Heaven On My Knees. 
I really enjoy listening to these folks 
sing. You can tell their music come 
from the heart, plus you just can't 
beat family harmony. 

If you want some of the pretti
est gospel music that you're ever 
going to listen to, pick up "In the 
Shadow Of Your Wings" by the 
fantastic Forbes Family. 

Hard Luck & Trouble 
Sam Hill 

Independent Label 
NTR-ffi9 
22290 NW Green Mountain Rd. 
Banks, OR 97106 

Songs: Hard Luck & Trouble, Lone
some On Lover's Lane, Whiskey & 
Wine, WhipperwilltJw, Go To Work 
Blues,/ Wo nder Who, I Gave My 
Heart To You, Lead Me On, Oh 
True Love, Gonna Climb The Moun
tain, The Night Cries Lonesome, 
Bought The Farm, Workin' My Way 
Up The Road, Confessin' The Blue, 
I Told You So. 

Personnel: Jeff Smith- mandolin, 
lead and harmony vocals; Dave 
Chalupsky- banjo, lead and har
mony vocals; Doug Sammons -
guitar, lead and harmony vocals; 
Dave Trainer - fiddle; Rick Winter 
- bass and harmony vocals. 

By Ken Reynolds 
You say you like your blue

grass to sound traditional?. Well 
then, you need to get this CD by the 
Oregon based band , Sam Hill en
titled "Hard Luck And Trouble". 
Most of the tunes on this project are 
original tunes written, or co-writ
ten, by mandolinist Jeff Smith. 

Songs written by Jeff include: 
Hard Luck & Trouble, Lonesome 
On Lover's Lane, Go To Work 
Blues, I Gave My Heart To You, Oh 
True Love, Gonna Climb The 
Mountain, The Night Cries Lone
some, Workin' My Way Up Tke 
Road and Confessin' The Blues. 
Jeff teamed up with banjo player 
Dave Chalupsky to write Whiskey 
& Wine. The song I Wonder Who 
was written by Paul Squyres and 
Jeff. 

The group included two in
stnnnental tunes on this CD. They 
are Whipperwillow, composed by 
Jeff Smith, and Bought The Fam1, 
written by fiddle player Dave 
Trairer. 

There are some great tunes on 
this project. My favorite is the in
stnunental WhipperwilltJw. Yru're 
going to hear some hot mandolin, 
banjo and fiddle on this tune. You 
bass players out there are sure to 
enJOy the song I Gave My Heart To 
You. Bass Pl.ayer Rick Winter kicks 
off the song on the bass and takes a 
little break toward the end of the 
song. 

Sam Hill is solid, both instru
mentally and vocally. Their music 
has that traditional flavor that you 
don't often find in newer groups. 
As I tend to lean more toward the 
traditional sound myself, I really 
enjoyed listening to this CD. I 
think that anybody who enjoys 
good bluegrass music, can't help 
but like this talented group. Thanks 
guys for a job well done. 

Leading RoJJ 
Sanuny Shelor 

Sugar Hill Records 
SHCD-3865 
P.O. Box 55300 
Durham, NC 27717-5300 

Songs: Pretty Little Girl, Moun
tain Girl, Ernest T. Grass, Lone
some Scene Of Winter, North Caro
lina Breakdown, Allen's Dream, 
Walls, Janey Belle, I'm On To You, 
Cross Road Blues, Without A Word, 
Darlin' Child 

Personnel: Sammy Shelor- banjo; 
Tony Rice, Kenny Smith - guitar; 
Dan Tyminski, Sam Bush - man
dolin, Harmony vocals; Marvin 
Cockram, Ronnie Simpkins - bass; 
Randy Howard, Sam Bush - fiddle; 
Jerry Douglas - dobro; Junior Sisk, 
Raymond Matthews - lead vocals; 



RECORDING REVIEWS 
Ronnie Bowman, Woody Wright, 
Tony King- hannony vOcals; Alan 
O'Bryant vocals; Tony Creasman 
-drums. 

By Ken Reynolds 
If you like to listen to solid 

banjo picking, then you will most 
assuredly enjoy this latest CD by 
Sammy Shelor on the Sugar Hill 
label. For the or two of you out 
there who might not know who 
Sammy Shelor is, he's that awe
some banjo player with the Lone
some River Band. Anyone who 
has had the pleasure of watching 
Sammy perform live, knows he 
plays the banjo with a lot of drive 
and energy. 

I got to meet Sammy at the 
Late Summer Bluegrass Festival 
held at Plymouth, California this 
past August. I found him to be a 
very nice young man and easy to 
talk to. 

gets. My personal favorite instru
mental tunes on this CD were Pretty 
Little Girl, Allen's Dream, and 
Dar/in' Child. 

I thoroughly enjoyed this CD. 
There is some very fust rate picking 
presented here. If .you like solid 
picking coupled with some great 
vocals tunes, this is the one for you. 

"Leading Roll" with Sammy 
Shelor on the Sugar Hill label. You 
can't go wrong with this one. 

BOOK 
I 

REVIEW 
The Bluegrass 
Music Cookbook 
Penny Parsons, Ken Beck and Jim 
Oark 

by Suzanne Denison 
'The Bluegrass Music Cook

book" is a title which might not 
inspire you to rush right out and buy 
a copy for your reading pleasure, 
but I would urge you to do just that. 

Not only is the book chock full of 
wonderful down-home recipes, it 
also offers a slice of Bluegrass his
tory. 

The authors, Penny Parsons, 
Ken Beck, and Jim Clark, have in
cluded historic photographs on al-

most every page along with the 
recipes. Many of these gems have 
never before been published, and 
are from the personal collection of 
the authors. 

(Continued on page 22) 

As you can see by reading 
who is on the album with Sammy, 
that he has selected some top notch 
musicians to help him with this 
project. Now one might assume 
with Sammy being a banjo player 
that this would be an all instrumen
tal album. Not true. He has in
cluded five vocal selections on this 
CD. They are Mountain Girl, Lone
some Scene Of Winter, Walls, I'm 
On To You, and Without A Word. 

John F. Blair, Publisher 
1406 Plaza Drive 
Winston Salem, NC 27105 
ISBN 0-89587-162-9 

Set Your House In Order 
HH-1334 GIBSOH BROTHfRS BIG COUHTRY BLUEGRASS 

Stone Bottom Boogie 
HH-1337 

251 pgs, Paperback, $16.95 

Spread Your Wings 
....----------, HH-1335 

The instrumental work on this 
project is as about as good as it 

"If ever there was a match made 
in heaven, it has to be Bluegrass 
music and good cooking. Just like 
home cooking, Bluegrass music 
comes from scratch. It 's pure, 
straightforward, and magical." 
Introduction - Penny Parsons, Ken 
Beck, and Jim Oark 

The California Bluegrass Association 
20th Anniversary Recording 

Featuring: 
•The Vern Williams Band •vern and Ray 

•Country Ham • Done Gone 
• The Caffrey Family • Rose Maddox 

• Kenny Hall & the Long Hall String Band 
• Ray Parks . • Bill White 

• Possom Trot String Band 
• Joe Val & the New England Patriots 

•Sidesaddle• Good 01' Persons 
• Grant Street String Band • High Country 

• Weary Hearts • Del McCoury Band 
• Piney Creek Weasels • Bluegrass Cardinals 
• Jim Eanes and Chubby Wise • Tenbrooks 

• Sally Van Meter Band 

The best of music from 19 years of the California Bluegrass Association's Father's Day Weekend 
Bluegrass Festival at Grass Valley, California. From the very first festival in 1976 through the 19th 
festival in 1994, 22 songs recorded live. Produced by Tom Diamant and Karen Noel from audio 
selections by Ray Edlund and Jim Carr. Includes a liner notes booklet with band biographies and 
personnel. 

Yes, I would like a copy of the CBA's Grass Valley Bluegrass Festival Recording. 
Please send the following to me at: 

Name ---------------------------------------------
Address -------------------------------------------
City ------------------------- State Zip ______________ _ 

Phone 

_____ CDs @$10 ea. 
=--...,.-.Cassettes @$7 ea 
Please add $3 Shipping 

______ Total Enclosed 

Make checks payable to the California Bluegrass 
Association and mail to: 

CBA Mercantile 
c/o Neale and Irene Evans 

18 Waterfront Court 
Sacramento, Ca 95831 

3 
Time 
IBMA 
Guitar 
Player 
of the 
Yea-

GOIHS BROTHfRS 
Run Satan, Run 
HH-1338 
with guests 
Ralph Stanley and 
Larry Sparks 

HH-1336 

Available from your record store, 
County Sales or direct from Hay Holler 

·~~~~ 
Hay Holler Records 

PO B ox 868 • Blacksburg, VA 24063 
Tel. (888)232-7658 • FAX (540)953- 1581 

e -mail: hayhollr@usit. net 

LONE SOLDIER* 
Tab/standard Notation Book 

Send$20 
Check or 

Money Order to: 

David Grier 
P.O. Box 60351 
Nashville, TN 
37206-0351 
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If you would like to be listed in 

this column, please send your enter
tainment schedule to the editor by 
the 1st of the preceding month. 
Bands will be listed unless they ask 
to be dropped from the roster. 

California Based Bands 
•Acme String Ensemble - "vintage 

string band · music" . Contact 
Michael Harmon (415) 664-2858 
or Chris Carney (7(J7) 876-1858. 

•Alhambra Valley Band, for in
formation contact Lynn Quinones 
(510) 229-0365. 

• All Girl Boys, for information and 
bookings call (510) 541-3145, or 
(916) 739-6101. 

•Andy Padlo Band, for informa
tion and bookings, call ( 415) 431-
8307. 

•Arkansas T ravelers, Traditional 
Bluegrass Music and Comedy 
show by award-winning duo. For 
information and booking, call (400) 
477-2172 or write 3500 Clayton 
Rd., B-100, Concord, CA 94519. 

•Backcountry, "a variety of acous
tic music", including bluegrass, 
gospel, folk, new-grass, and acous
tic jazz. Members play guitar, 
mandolin, bass, banjo and Dobro. 
Contact Doug Oark (408) 726-

Book Review 
(Continued from Page 2 1) 

In addition, the authors have 
done a great job of identifying the 
people in the pictures and giving a 
brief description of the artists, bands 
etc. California's own, LeRoy 
McNees and his wife Jan contrib
uted a number of recipes, and some 
photographs of both LeRoy's cur
rent band, Born Again Bluegrass 
Band, and the original Kentucky 
Colonels. 

Dedicated to the memory of 
Bill Monroe, the book profiles a 
number of bands who have been 
carrying on the Bluegrass tradition 
including Doyle Lawsoo and Quick
silver, The Stanley Brothers, Flatt 
and Scruggs, The Country Gentle
men, and J .D. Crowe and the New 
South, as well as a number of up
and-coming bands like Alison 
Krauss and Union Station, Richard 
Greene and the Grass is Greener, 
and Front Range. 

The Bluegrass and Country 
Music Program at East Tennessee 
State University, Nashville's "Cen
ter of the Bluegrass Universe", the 
Station Inn, Bluegrass Festivals, and 
the Grand Ole Opry are also de
scribed, with accompanying photo
graphs. And, just to liven things up, 
there are song matching, calendar 
and birthday quizzes included to 
test your knowledge of Bluegrass 
histay. 

Not only are there a lot of great 
recipes in 'The Bluegrass Music 
Cookbook", but it should be a must 
for anyone one who wants to know 
the who, what, when, where, why 
and how of Bluegrass music and 
musicim s. 

If your local bookstore doesn't 
carry 'The Bluegrass Music Cook
book". r m sure they can order it or 
write to the publisher at the above 
address. 

2322. 
•Tina Louis Barr, master performer 

of the Autoharp. For information 
or bookings, call (209) 522-6548 
after 6:00p.m. (PST). November 
8 - Harps in High Gear perfor
mance, 7:30p.m. at Unity Church, 
2467 V eneman Avenue, Modesto, 
CA (approx. 112 mile east of Dale 
Road). Tickets are $5 in advance 
and $8 at the door. For ticket 
information, call (209) 480-4477. 

.Charlie Bladdock with ' 'Charlie's 
Band", 1821 St. Charles St. , 
Alameda, CA 94501. Hl.one (510) 
523-4649. 

•Bear Ridge Bluegrass, Clan of 
Bluegrass, hard driving Bluegrass 
music. For information and book
ings contact "Crazy" Pat Conway 
(209) 561-4309. 

•Big Valley Band contemporary 
and traditional Bluegrass. For in
formation or bookings, call Randy 
at (916) 687-8556 <X Tim at (voicel 
fax) (916) 652-6682. November 
15 - Feather River Bluegrass 
Festival at the TraveLodge, 580 
Oro Dam Blvd, Oroville, CA. 
Spoosored by the Sacramento Area 
CBA. For tickets or information, 
call (916) 895-8560. 

•Blue Northern , A Northern Cali
fornia Bluegras s band from 
Redding, CA. For booking infor
mation please call 916-223-3352 
o r e -
mail ... liuegrass@bigfoot.com .... CX 
you can view their world wide 
website b y entering http: // 
w ww . an g e lfire . c o m / ca l 
BlueNorthern/index .html No
vember 15 - Feather River Blue
grass Festival at the TraveLodge, 
580 Oro Dam Blvd, Oroville, CA. 
Spoosored by the Sacramento Area 
CBA. For tickets or information, 
call (916) 895-8560. 

•Bluegrass, Etc. For informatioo or 
bookings, contact John Moore, 
P.O. Box 141, Palomar Mountain, 
CA 92(X)() or call (619) 742-1483. 

•Bluer Pastures, bluegrass music. 
For bookings contact Glenn Sharp 
(818) 776-9343 or Jeff Kartak (818) 
504-1933. Regular venue -
Foley's Family Restamant, 9685 
Sunland Blvd., Shadow Hills, CA. 
3 Sundays a month 5-8 p.m. (818) 
353-7433. 

•Braxton Hicks, for information, 
write to Kathy Dubois, P .O . Box 
1068, Colfax, CA 95713. 

•Brushy Peak Bluegrass Band, 
contact (510) 443-5217; 532 Alden 
Lane, Livermore, CA 94550. 

.Cache Valley Drifters, c/o Wally 
Barnick, 4495 Sycamore Rd., 
Atascadero, CA 93422, (~5) 466-
2850. 

.California Quickstep, (916) 622-
1953 or 622-8525. 

•Cedar Grove Bluegrass Band, 
for information and bookings, call 
AI Shusterman at (916) 961-9511. 

.Carolyn Cirimele, for booking or 
information, P .O . Box 390982, 
Mountain View, CA 94039-0982; 
phone (415) % 9-7389; e-m ail : 
Cirimele@ad.ccm 

.C:Iay County, contact Susan Nikas, 
P .O. Box 604, San Dimas, CA 
91773 or phone (909) 599-5891. 

.C:ompost Mountain Boys, tradi-
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tional Bluegrass music. For infor
mation, contact Wildwood Music, 
1027 I St., Arcata, CA 95221 (7fJ7) 
822-6264. Home page : 
www .humboldt.edui- manetasm/ 
compost. 

.Country Bam, (510) 938-4221 or 
(804) 985-3551. 

.Coyote Ridge, has been perform
ing traditional and original blue
grass music since 1992. For infor
mation and bookings, call Alan M . 
Bond at (510) 845-2909 or write 
him at 2820 Benvenue #D, Berke
ley, CA 94705. 

•The Crane Canyon Bluegrass 
Band, for booking or information, 
contact Brijet Neff, 9003 Grouse 
Lane, Petaluma, CA 94954 or call 
707-778-8175. Every Thursday 
night, 6 :30-10 p .m ., at the 
Willowbrook Ale House, 3600 
Petaluma Blvd. North, Petaluma, 
CA; (707) 775-4232. 

•Crooked Jades , bluegrass , old 
time, and original music. For in
formation or bookings, call Dan 
Lynn at (510) 444-3206. Appear
ing every 3rd Sunday from 7-11 
p.m. at the Radio Valencia Cafe at 
Valencia and 23rd Street in San 
Francisco. 

•Dark Hollow, traditional Bluegrass 
band. Contact John Kornhauser 
(415) 752-0606 2102 Hayes # 1, 
San Francisco, CA 94117 or Alan 
Bond (510) 845-2909, 2820 
Benvenue #D, Beikeley, CA 94705 
or Mandolin@webbnet.com or 
Bonda@ceb.ucop.edu Dark Hol
low performs on the 2nd and 4th 
Sunday of every month from 7-11 
p.m. at Radio Valencia Cafe at 
Valencia and 23rd Street in San 
Francisco. 

•Doodoo W a h, contact R on 
DeLacy, P.O. Box 1500, Colum
bia, CA 95310 or pl1<me (209) 533-
4464. On the World-wide Web at 
www .colorado.net/picklehead/ 
doodoowah. 

•Dry Creek, ' 'Bluegrass ... and then 
some." For bookings, contact 
Lorraine Gunther (510) 233-3200 
(day) or (510) 849-4023 (night). 

•Due West- Award winning musi
cians performing their own hot, 
west-coast style of bluegrass. For 
bookings or information, call Bar
bara Thomas, Bluegrass Bookings 
at (510) 447-8526 or Jim Nunnally 
at (510) 787-0050. 

•Dusty Road Boys, contact Rhonda 
Williams (916) 589-2519. 

•Earthquake Country, Bluegrass 
all the way! For information or 
bookings, call Paul at ( 408) 366-
1653 or Mark(~) 244-8068. 

•Bill Evans, original Bluegrass 
banjo music and banjo history con
cert presentations, Rounder record
ing artist, Banjo Newsletter col
umnist and illMA board member; 
performances, workshops, and pri
vate lessons. For infoonation: 510-
234 - 4508 ; email : 
be vans 1 @uclink4. berkeley .ed\L 

•Feather R iver - ''Fine Bluegrass 
Music", traditional, original, con
temporary. For bookings or infor
marion, call Barlma Thomas, Blue
grass Bookings, (510) 447-8526 
or Bob Denoncourt at (702) 359-
7523. 

•Foothillbillys -old time string band 
music and other rural favorites. 
For information and bookings, call 
(209) 245-4534 or (209) 296-2601. 
November 15 - Feather River 
Bluegrass Festival at the 
Travel...odge, 580 Oro Dam Blvd, 
Oroville, CA. Sponsored by the 
Sacramento Area CBA. For tick
ets or information, call (916) 895-
8560. 

•Frettin' Around , Bluegrass, lively 
acoustic, including innovative 
styles performed on the autoharp. 
For bookings contact Tina eouise 
Barr (209) 522-6548 after 6:00p.m. 
(PST) 

•Gold Coast, a California Blue
grass Band For bookings or infor
mation, call Shelah Spiegel at 714-
%2-5083 or Greg Lewis at 310-
426-2149 or e-mail Shelah at 
1020103276@CompuServe.com> 
November 23 - Papa's Bar-B
Que, 5303 Pacific Coast Hwy, 
Long Beach, CA; December 6 -
Me N' Eds Pizza, 4115 Paramount 
Blvd, Lakewood, CA; 

-Good Company, Country, Blue
grass, Folk, Gospel, Old Time to 
Popular Hits . Contact Jan (408) 
223-2628 or Bette (510) 376-6241. 

•Gospel Creek Bluegrass Band. 
For information and bookings, con
tact Rich Ferguson, 309 Beverly 
A ve., San Leandro, CA 94577, 
(510) 568-~. 

•The Grass Menagerie, for infor
mation and bookings contact Rick 
Cornish (~) 929-4174 or for an 
up to date schedule you can visit 
th eir web si te a t h ttp: II 
www .research .digital .com/wrl/ 
projects /misc/Grass_Menager 
(whew!) 

•Richard Greene & The G ra5s Is 
Greener. For information and 
bookings, contact Jim D'Ville, P.O. 
Box 108, Yachats, OR 97498 or 
call (541) 547-3237 (phone/fax). 

•Hannony Grits, for information 
call Mike at(~) 685-0969 or Jim 
(400) 464-1104, or write P.O. Box 
1598, Santa Cruz, CA 95061. 

•The Heartland String Band, 
Bluegrass, Traditional, Old Timey, 
touch of Irish. For information and 
bookings, call (209) 667-7279 or 
(209) 634-1190. 

•High Country, contact Butch 
Waller, P.O. Box 10414, Oakland, 
CA 94610, phone (510) 533-9370. 
November 1 - Freight and Salvage 
Coffee House, Berkeley, CA; 

•High Hills, Bluegrass music. For 
information or bookings, contact 
Leslie Spitz at (818) 781-0836. 

•HiJinks, P .O. Box 2513 , 
Sebastopol , CA 95473. Call Chip 
or Sara (707) 823-3615. 

•High Mountain String Band, P.O. 
Box 1195, Mt. Shasta, CA ~7. 
For information and booking, call 
(916) 938-2167. 

•Homemade Jam, contact Bob 
Thomas, 8532 Cumulus W ay, 
Orangevale, CA 95662, or phone 
(916) 989-0993 for information or 
bookings. 

•Homespun Duet, a blend of musi
cal styles, including: traditional, 
swing and Bluegrass. Cootact Bar
bara or Gene at (916) 725-8045. 

•Horse Opry (209) 532-5109 or 

(209) 853-2128, P.O. Box 1475, 
Columbia, CA 953 10. 

•Hwy 52, San Diego-based tradi
tional and original bluegrass band. 
Contact Wayne Dickerson, 1657 
E. H St., Chula Vista, CA 91913, 
619 - 421-8211, email 
Hwy52@aol.com or on the web at 
http://memrers .ad.c<m/hwy52/ 

•In Cahoots, specializing in blue
grass and old-time fiddle music. 
For bookings or information con
tact Jerry Pujol at (707)226-3084 
or Cass Pujol at (7fJ7) 553-8137. 

•Just Kidding, interactive tradi
tional and contemporary music for 
young folks. For information con
tact Lynn Quinones (510) 229-
0365. 

•The Kathy Kallick Band, for 
booking or information, contact 
Cash Edwards, Under the Hat Pro
ductions, (512) 447-0544, FAX 
(512) 447-0544. November 8-
The Freight and Salvage Coffee 
House, Berkeley, CA; 

•Laurel Canyon Ramblers, for 
booking or information, contact 
Cash Edwards, Under the Hat Pro
ductions, (512) 447-0544, FAX 
(512) 447-0544. 

•Lamie Le~ & Grant Street, f<:r 
booking information, contact Cash 
Edwards, Under the Hat Produc
tions, (512) 447-0544, FAX (512) 
447-0544. June 18-21 , 1998 -
23rd Annual CBA Father' s Day 
Weekend Bluegrass Festival, Ne
vada County Fairgrounds in Grass 
Valley, CA; 

•Liberty, for booking and informa
tion, contact Rudy Fhtein at (310) 
204-6102 or (818) 787-4843 or 
write to: 2721 Cardiff, Los Ange
les, CA 90034. 

•Loose G ravel, Bluegrass and be
yond. For information and book
ings, call Chuck Fivin (510) 536-
059% or write 2555 W akefield 
Ave., Oakland, CA 94606. 

•Mojave County Band, bluegrass 
and Cajun music. For booking 
information contact Tony Griffm, 
4410 Cover St., Riverside, CA 
92506. Phone (909) 784-5003 or 
Gary at (909) 737-1766. 

•Mountain Creatures, for book
ings and information contact Lee 
Ann Welch-Caswell at(~) 867-
4324 or Sonja Shell at(~) 354-
3872. 

•Pacifac Crest, for information and 
bookings, call Steve Dennison at 
(805) 588-2436. 

•Past Due and Playable. For infor
mation call (916) 2654328 or (916) 
265-8672. November 15 -
Feather River Bluegrass Festival 
at the Travel...odge, 580 Oro Dam 
Blvd, Oroville, CA. Sponsored by 
the Sacramento Area CBA. For 
tickets or information, call (916) 
895-8560. 

•Piney Creek Weasels, for book
ings and information, call Rick at 
(916) 446-2045. 

•Pleasant Valley, (the Giacopuzzi 
Family Bluegrass Band), Contem
porary style Bluegrass Music. For 
information or bookings, call (~5) 
987-2386. 

•Poison Oak Band, contact David 
or Linda, 10252 Agnes Circle, 
Rancho Cordova, Ca 95670, phone 
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(916) 363-2832. 

•Radio Rail, for information and 
bookings, contact Jackie or David, 
2312 Jane, Mt. View, CA 94043, 
(415) 967-0290. November 1 -
Molly's Tavern, 1655 Mission 
Blvd., S. San Francisco, CA, 9 pm 
- 1 am; November 6- San Benito 
House, Comer of Mill and 
Purissima, Half Moon Bay, CA, 8-
11 pm; November 8 - The Merry 
Prankster, 8865la Honda Rd., la 
Honda, CA, 7-10 pm; November 
22 - Poet Coffee Works, 3490 
Palmer Dr., Cameron Park, CA, 8-
lOpm; 

•Red Dirt Bullies, for booking or 
information, call (916) 342-8270 
or check out their web site at 
www .aracnet.com/ -obagrass / 
reddirtb.html. November 14 - In 
Concert opening for the Warrior 
River Boys, 7 p.m. at the State 
Theater, 1489 Myers St, Oroville, 
CA; November 15 - Feather River 
Bluegrass Festival at the 
T~veLodge, 580 Oro Dam Blvd, 
Oroville, CA. Sponsored by the 
Sacramento Area CBA. For tick
ets or information, call (916) 895-
8560. 

•The River City Boys, for booking 
or information call (916) 454-
5015 <X (916) 457-0713. Novem
ber 15 - Feather River Bluegrass 
Festival at the Travel..odge, 580 
Oro Dam Blvd, Oroville, CA. 
Sponsored by the Sacramento Area 
CBA. For tickets or information, 
call (916) 895-8560. 

·•Roanoke, traditional, driving blue
grass. For information and book
ings, contact John Kael, FAX/ 
Phone (408) 427-2248,420 Mar
ket Street, Santa Cruz, CA 95060 
or visit their website at http:// 
gate.cruz.io.com/~roaroke. 

•Rose Canyon Bluegrass Band, 
traditional, contemporary and 
original bluegrass. For bookings 
and information contact Eizabeth 
Burkett, 6354 Lorca Dr., SanDi
ego, CA 92115 or call (619) 286-
1836. 

•Rural Delivery, contact Larry or 
Carol Bazinet, 26185 Maitlin Rd., 
Romona, CA 92065, phone (619) 
486-3437 or 789-7629. 

•Demitra Christine · & The 
Ryestraw Band, traditional blue
grass and old-time music. For book
ings for information, write P.O. 
Box 334, La Canada, CA 91012, 
phone (818) 957-2160. 

.Saddle Rash Bluegrass Band, for 
bookings and information, call 
(916) 581-1193. 

•Phil Salazar, with The Rincon 
Ramblers, Acadiana, John 
McEuen, Kenny Menard Zydeco 
Band and Mighty PINE For infor
mation or bookings, call (&l5) 653-
2380 or on the Internet use http: I I 
www .westnet/ -psalazar, or eMail 
Phil at psalazar@west.net. 

•Schankman Twins, for bookings 
and information, contact Dana or 
lauren at (818) 713-fXJ77, or write 
to: P.O. Box 9226, Calabasas, CA 
91372. 

•Sidesaddle & Co. - contact Kim or 
Lee Anne, P.O. Box 462, Saratoga, 
CA 95071, phone (408) 637-8742 
or (4ffi) 867-4324 or on the internet 

at [WWW.KPIG.COM/SIDE
SADDLE] or IfiTP:- WWW. V 
RADIO.COM November 1 & 2 -
Reno Craft Jamboree, Convention 
Center, Reno, NV; November 3 -
Maytan Music Concert, m South 
Center, Reno, NV, 7-9 p.m., (702) 

323-5443 ; November 6 - Sam's 
BBQ, 1461 Campbell Ave ., 
Campbell, CA, 6-9 pm; Novem
ber 13 - Sam's BBQ, 1461 
Campbell Ave., Campbell, CA, 6-
9 pm; November 20- Sam's BBQ, 

(Coptinued on Page 24) 

P.O. ~1197 
Po((oc{ Pinp, Ol 95726 

{916} 044-0891 
repair, munut~tmr e.ustom ~ 

Jim Anderson's 
NOTOr::ciOU~ CSUIT~R H05PITFL • eT. 191t 

Factory Authorized National Warranty Center 
We work on all guitars, ba11jos and mandolins 

Call for Scheduling, Shipping 
~ & Price Information ~ 

1742 Victorian Avenue 
Sparks, NV 89431 

All Work Guaranteed! 
(702) 359-4487 

/~~ 
MICJ:fi\EL A~&» 
[ t"me Handcrnfted Musical Instrumenl& 

\ ({ . 

Archtop Guitars 
rp- ....../ Flat Top Guitars 

Mandolins 
C. F. Martin 

Service ~ter 
(916} 272-41.24 

20807 E. Spring Ranches Rd. 
Grass Valley, CA 95949 USA 

Dana Shankman perfonns effortlessly on her custom Hartfonl banjo 
on their wonderful new CD ''Duality''. Their song Waterbound has 
risen to the top ten on the Bluegrass Charts. To order this exciting CD 
send $16 to Coulity Sales,Dept B, Bax 191, Ffu;d, U4 24(1)1. (540) 745-2001 

ManJ. of our best dealers are CALIFORNIA MICHIGAN 
liste . The1 have 3 or more The Fret House Elder~ Instruments in stock. t's worth a visit! 309 N. Citrus II 00 . Washinggon 
CALIFORNIA Covina, CA 91723 Lansing, Ml 48 06 

Gryphon Stringed lnst. (818) 339-7020 (517) 372-7890 
211 Lambert Ave. 
Palo Alto, CA 94306 COLORADO NEVADA 
(415) 493-2131 H.B. Woodsongs My;tan Music 
House of Strings 1537 Pearl 77 S. Center St. 
34 11 Ray St. Boulder, CO 80302 Reno, NV 8950 I 
San Diego, CA 92104 (303) 449-0516 (702) 323-5443 
(619) 280-9035 IDAHO UTAH 

Acoustic Stringed Instruments • Music Books 
Repairs • Ac~ories • Lessons 

Guitars 

"Building Tomorrow 's 
Collectable's Today " 

http://www .allenguitar.com 
allen@allenguitar.com 

PO Box 1883 Colfax,CA 95713 USA 

NowAvAILABLEAT: 5TH STRING MUSIC • SACRAMXNTo,CA 

The Shankman 1\vins, Lauren & Dana 
FROM TRAVEL BAN ]OS TO M1J SBJ M 

P/ErES, DEERING MAKES BANJOS 
Lmk for Dteringis new Goodiime FOR EVERYONE. 

Banjo priad at only $295! 
Itsi maplt neck and rim cret1U a great D€€RIJJG sounding banjo that is cmnfortahlt to 
play and 11/JUs accurately. At only 4 

~)" co"!o~ lbs, iJis ptrftt:l for camping, backpaa-
ing, /taming, or just having a good 

~ ~ timt! 

Shade Tree Dorsey Music Summer Hc;es Music You cnn purchnu Dming banjos in mort: 

28062-D Forbes Rd. 1231 Caldwell Blvd 5450 South reen St. thrm 200 music stnrt:s 

Laguna Niguel, CA 92677 Nampa, 10 83651 Murray, UT 84123 world wick. 

(714) 364-5270 (208) 888-7907 (801) 268-4446 

For a free color catalog write: Deerin~ Banjos, Dept. BGB, 7936 Lester Ave. Lemon Grove, CA91945 or call (800) 845-7791 or (619) 464-8252 
Deermg gtves you personal semce, an excellent quahty banJO and a warranty on your first to your finest banjo. E-mail: deeringban@aol.com Web Site:http://www.torranceweb.com/categmy/musiddeering 
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Twain Harte, CA 95383 or phone 
1461 Campbell Ave., Campbell, (209) 586-2374. 
CA, 6-9 pm; November 27- Sam's .String Nation, 2S Lakewood Way, 
BBQ, 1461 Campbell Ave., Chico, CA 95926, phone (916) 
Campbell, CA, 6-9pm; Novem- 342-7390or893-10ffi. November 
ber28,29&30- Santa Clara-San 15 _ Feather River Bluegrass 
Jose Craft Jamboree, Santa Oara Festival at the TraveLodge, 580 
Convention Center, Santa Clara, Oro Dam Blvd, Oroville, CA. 
CA; Sponsored by the Sacramento Area 

•SieJTa Blue, Bluegrass and acous- CBA. For tickets or information, 
tic country duets. Call Hugh or call (916) 895-8560. 
S_herri Hoeger ~t(916) 933-1790. eStringin' Along_ Good tim~ acous-

•SJeJTa Moun~ Bluegrms, ~- · tic music of various styles mclud-
tact Jesse As~ns, 6023 Wnght ing bluegrass, blues, swing, f~ 
Ave., Bakersfield, CA 93308, oldies, novelties, old world music, 
phone (805) 393-1293. etc. For information or bookings, 

•Sierra Sidekicks - Cowboy please call Mark Giuseponi in 
songs, cowboy comedy, cowboy Stockton (209) 465-0932 or Ron 
poetry, and classic count!?' songs linn in Brentwood (510) 634-
with rich Western harmo~es, ~el- 1155. 
vet yodels, mellow acoustic gwtar, •Valley Bluegrass Boys, contact 
and boot stompin' bass rhythms. Bob Sandstnml, (619) 560-5526 
For information (or demo tape), or write to7757Nightingale Way, 
contact Wayne S~ope at 818 San Diego, CA 92123. 
Wightman Dr., Lodi, Ca 95242; •Virtual Strangers- (bluegrass) 
phone (209) 368-6551. for information or bookings, call 

•Slate Mountain Blu~B~d; Jon Cherry at (619) 659-3699 or 
forinf~ation_and bookings ~te Mike Tatar at (619) 679-1225. 
6864 Diablo VIew Tr., flacerville, •Wild Blue, Bluegrass Trio featur-
CA 95«J7 or call (916) 644-2149 ing Elmo Shropshire on Banjo. 
or (916) 333-:408J. November 1? For bookings call (415) 924-7814, 
- Feather River Bluegrass Festi- or write to P.O. Box 724, Lark-
val at the Trave~ge, 580 Oro spur, CA 94977. . . 
Dam Blvd, Oroville, CA. Spon- •The Wilton Prison Band, tradi-
sored by ~e Sacr~ento ~rea tional Bluegrass and New Grass. 
CBA. For tickets or information, For booking or information, con-
call (916) 895-8560. tact the Warden's Office- Drew 

.Slim Pickins, Traditiooal and con- Evaris at (916) 344-8589. 
temporary Bluegrass. Contact Bob •The Witcher Brothers, for infor-
and Joanne Martin, (619) 273- mation or bookings, contact Den-

3048. nis Witcher, P.O. Box 33903, 
•Sonoma Mountain Band, for in- Granada Hills, CA 91394, phone 

formation and bookings, contact (818) 366-7713. 
John Karsemeyer, fJffl) 9964029, • yesterday's Country Roads, 
P.O. ~ox 44, Eldridge, Ca 95431. "Country, Bluegrass Gospel", for 
1st Fnday of every month, 8-10 information contact Dan Bonds, 
p .m. Murphy's Irish Pu~, on the P.O. Box 7TI, Hilmar, CA 95324 
east side c:f S011001a Ha7a m down- or call (209) 632-9079. 
town Sonoma, California, phone 
(707) 935-0660. Pizzeria Capri in 
Sonoma, appearing every month. 
Call (707) 935-6805 for dates and 
times. 

•Sounlougb Slim- P.O. Box 2021, 
Paradise, CA 95967, phone (916) 
872-1187. November 7 & 8-
Cowpoke Poetry Gathering, 
Loomis, CA 7-9 pm; November 8 
& 9 - Auburn Craft and Music 
Festival, Fairgrounds, Aubwn, CA; 
November 22 - Escalon Commu
nity Center, Escalon, CA, 7:30 
p.m.; November 28 & 29- Christ
mas Craft and Music Festival, Fair
grounds, Sonora, CA; December 
19 & 20 - Sutter Creek Theatre, 
Sutter Creek, CA, 8 p.m.; Decem
ber 27- Autry Museum of Western 
Heritage, Los Angeles, CA, 12:30-
3 pm; January 16 & 17- Colo
rado Cowboy Poetry Gathering, 
Arvada, CO; 

•Spikedrivers "100% all-natural 
gnugrass". For information or 
bookings, write to Mike Ting, 60.53 
Chabot Rd, Oakland CA 9<1618; e
mail to: mktman@dante.lbl.gov or 
call (510) 652-3272. October 4-
Peri's Music Bar, 29 Broadway, 
Fairfax; October 9- Starry Pl.oush, 
3101 Shattuck, Berkeley, CA 
(opening for Buffalo Roam); 

•Springfield Crossing, original 
folk,ja:zz, bluegrass, swing. Con
tact Richard Sholer, P.O. Box HID, 

Bands Based in Other States 
•S For the Gospel, for bookings 

and information, contact Bill Ham 
(606) 473-9511, P .O. Box 903, 
Greenup, KY 41144. 

•Bluegrass Patriots, for booking 
and information, l&:n Fssex Drive, 
Fort Collins, CO 80526, or call 
(970)482-0063. November7-9-
3rd Annual Pikes' Peak Bluegrass 
Festival at the Colorado Opry in 
Colorado Spring, CO. 

•Blue Highway, for booking for 
information, contact Oass Act En
tertainment, P .O . Box 771, 
Gallatin, TN 37066, (615) 451-
1229. October 11 - Shasta Ser
enade at the Shasta County Fair
grounds in Anderson, CA; · 

• Vince Combs and the Shadetree 
Bluegrass Boys, traditional Blue
grass music. For bookings and 
information, contact Vince Combs, 
665 West Krepps Rd., Xenia, OH 
45385 or phone (513) 372-7962 or 
Grayce Ausburn Agency (410) 
768-0224. 

•The Cox Family, for information 
and bookings contact Keith Case 
and Associates, (615) 327-4646; 
(615) 327-4949 FAX. 

•J.D. Crowe and the New South, 
for information and bookings con
tact Keith Case and Associates, 
phone (615) 327-4646; (615) 327-
4949FAX. 
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•Jerry Douglas, for information and 
bookings contact Keith Case and 
Associates, (615) 327-4646; (615) 
327-4949 FAX. 

•Dry Branch Fire Squad, for in
formation and bookings contact 
Bill Evans,5801 PoinsettAvd,El 
Cerrito, CA 94530; phone 510-
234-4508; e-mail : 
be vans 1 @uclink4. berkeley. edu. 
November 7 -Wayne Center for 
the Arts, Wooster, OH; November 
8- ColumBus Music Hall, Colum
bus, OH; November 14- Parrish 
Auditorium, Miami University, 
Hamilton, OH; November 15-16-
Downstate Bluegrass Festival, 
Decatur, IL; November 21 -
Godfrey Daniels, Bethlehem, PA; 
November 22 - Moose Lodge, 
Windber, PA; November 28- The 
Birchmere, Alexandria, VA w/Sel
dom Scene; November 29 - Prism 
Coffeehouse, Charlottesville, VA; 

•The Fox Family for information 
and bookings, contact Kim Fox, 
2614 Ogleton Rd, Annapolis, MD 
21403, (410) 267-0432. 

•Foxfire, for bookings and infor
mation, contact Larry Bulaich, P.O. 
Box 1091 #42, Grants Pass, OR 
97526 or Jeff Jones, 349 E. Main 
St. #9, Ashland, OR 97520 (541) 
482-1418. 

•Front Range, for bookings and 
information contact Cash Edwards, 
Under the Hat Productions, (512) 
447-0544, FAX (512) 447-0544. 

-Gibson Brothers - For informa
tion and bookings, contact Leigh 
Gibson (518) 594-3965, 194 
Clinton Mills Road, Ellenberg 
Depot, NY 12935. 

.Chris Jones and the Nightdrivers. 
For information and bookings, con
tact AI Shusterman, at (916) %1-
9511 or write to 5717 Reinhold St., 
Fair Oaks, CA 95628. 

•Steve Kaufman; for information 
about concerts, workshops and 
bookings, call 1-800-FLA TPIK or 
outside US call (615) 982-3808, 
P.O. Box 1020, Alcoa, TN 37701. 

•Alison Krauss and Union Sta
tion, for information and bookings 
contact Keith Case and Associ
ates, 59 Music Square West, Nash
ville, TN 37203, phone (615) 327-
4646; (615) 327-4949 FA-~. 

•Doyle Lawson and Quicksilver, 
for information and bookings write: 
P.O. Box 3141, Bristol, TN 37625-
3141. 

•Lewis Family, Route I, Box 75, 
Lincolnton, GA 30817. Phone 
(404) 359-3767. 

•Lonesome River Band, for infor
mation and bookings contact Keith 
Case and Associates, (615) 327-
4646; (615) 327-4949 FAX. June 
18-21, 1998- 23rd Annual CBA 
Father's Day Weekend Bluegrass 
Festival, Nevada County Fair
grounds in Grass Valley, CA; 

•Lost and Found, for information 
and bookings, contact Allen Mills, 
P.O. Box 90, Woolwine, VA 
24185, (540) 930-2622. January 
16-18, 1998 - Colorado River 
Country Music Festival, Blythe, 
CA; 

•Lost Highway, "Bluegrass the way 
you like it." For information and 
bookings, contact AI Shusterman, 

at (916) 961-9511 or write to 5717 
Reinhold St, Fair Oaks, CA 9.5628. 

•Cla ire Lynch a nd th e Front 
Porch String Band, for informa
tion and bookings contact Class 
Act Entertainment, P.O. Box 771, 
Gallatin, TN 37066, phone (615) 
451-1229. 

•Kate MacKenzie, for information 
and bookings write to P .O . Box 
14404, St. Paul, MN 55114, or call 
(800) 695-4687. November 7-
Coon Rapids Civic Center, Coon 
Rapids, MN; November 14 -
Corvalis Folklore Society Concert, 
Corvalis, OR; November 15 .
Duffy's Tavern, Portland, OR; 
November 22 - In Concert with 
Out of the Blue at the Palo Alto 
Unitarian Chmch in Palo Alto, CA, 
sponsored by the RBA and SCBS, 
(650) 691-9982; 

•Del McCoury Band, for informa
tion and bookings contact Keith 
Case and Associates, (615) 327-
4646; (615) 327-4949 FAX. 

•John McEuen, for information and 
bookings write 5384 S. Alpine, 
Murray, Utali 84107 or call (801) 
265-8486. 

•Lynn Morris Band, for informa
tion and bookings contact Class 
Act Entertainment, P.O. Box 771, 
Gallatin, TN 37066, phone (615) 
451-1229. June 18-21, 1998 -
23rd Annual CBA Father's Day 
Weekend Bluegrass Festival, Ne
vada County Fairgrounds in Grass 
Valley,CA; 

•Nashville Bluegrass Band, for 
information and bookings contact 
Keith Case and Associates,$ Mu
sic Square West, Nashville, TN 
37203, phone (615) 327-4646; 
(615) 327-4949 FAX. June 18-21, 
1998 - 23rd Annual CBA Fatlu' s 
Day Weekend Bluegrass Festival, 
Nevada County Fairgrounds in 
Grass Valley, CA; 

•The New Asheville Grass, for in
formation and bookings, contact 
Desi Murphy, 834 Cragmont Rd. 
#15, Black Mountain, NC 28711 
(704) (:jj9-8752 or Nicholas Chan
dler, 13 Christ School Road, Arden, 
NC 28701 (704) 684-4968. 

•No Strings Attached, "Bluegrass 
with a Twist". For bookings or 
information, contact Kathy Boyd 
at (503) 656-4462 or Judy Arter at 
(503) 632-4616. October 25 -
Ginny's Coffee House, Salem, OR; 
October 19 - Saturday Market, 
Portland, OR (I 1:30am. and 12:30 
p.m.); 

•Northern Lights, for additional 
information and booking contact 
linda Bolton, 437live Oak Loop 
NE, Albuquerque, MN 87122-
1406, phone/FAX 505-856-7100, 
email <nlightsmgt@aol.com> No
vember 1 - Muse at the Gray Goose 
II, 2 Young Rd, Londondeny, NH; 
November 6 - Four Corners Grille, 
155 Rt. 111, New London, NH; 
November 7- Waldo Theater, 916 
Main St., Waldoboro, ME; No
vember 9 - Unity College, Quaker 
Hill Rd, Unity, ME; December 31 
- First Night Westport/Weston, 
Westport, CT, 9, 10 & llp shows; 

•David Parmley-Scott Vestal & 
Continental Divide, for booking 
or information, contact David 

Parmley or Scott Vestal, P.O. Box 
1346, Hendersonville, TN 37077, 
(615) 822-5637 or (615) 824-4399. 

•Peter Rowan, for information and 
bookings oontact Keith Case and 
Associates, (615) 327-4646; (615) 
327-4949 FAX. 

.Sand Mountain Boys, Traditional 
Bluegrass Music. for information 
and bookings contact call AI 
Shusterman at (916) 961-9511. 

•Dean Sapp & Hartford Express, 
traditional and original bluegrass. 
For bookings and infonnation, con
tact Power Music/Old Train Mu
sic, 2711 Augustine Herman Hwy., 
Chesapeake City, MD 21915 (410) 
885-3319. 

•Seldom Scene, for infonnation and 
bookings contact Keith Case and 
Associates, (615) 327-4646; (615) 
327-4949 FAX. 

•Southern Rail, P.O. Box 323, 
Watertown, MA 02272-0323. For 
booking information contact 
Sharon Horovitch at (617) 891-
0258. 

•Larry Sparks and the Lonesome 
Ramblers, for information and 
bookings, contact Larry Sparks, 
P.O. Box 505, Greenburg, IN 
47240, (812) 663-8055. 

•Ralph Stanley and the Clinch 
Mountain Boys, for information 
and bookings contact Randy 
Campbell of Superior Communi
cations Company, 340 S. Colum
bus Blvd., Tucson, AZ 85711-
4138, phone (520) 327-5439, FAX 
(520) 327-5378, LA Office (213) 
258-0%9. June 18-21, 1998 -
23rd Annual CBA Father's Day 
Weekend Bluegrass J:es1ival, Ne
vada County Fairgrqunds in Grass 
Valley, CA; 

•Larry Stephenson Band, for in
formation and bookings, write to 
P.O. Box 73l,Antioch, TN37011-
0731 or phone (615) 731-3123. 

•The Tylers, Bluegrass, Old-time 
Country and Gospel featuring the 
close family vocal harmonies of 
Joe, Kathy and Dee. For bookings 
for information, write 27602 N. 
151 Ave., Sun City, AZ 85373-
9568 or phone (602) 584-1552, 
FAX (602) 584-4396, e-mail 
tylers@doitnow.com or visit their 
web site at http: // 
www .doitnow .com/~tylers. Janu
ary 16-18, 1998 - Colorado River 
Country Music Festival, Blythe, 
CA; 

•David Davis and the Warrior 
River Boys, for booking and in
formation, contact David Davis, 
6539 County Rd. 1545, Cullman, 
AL 35055, (205) 796-2261 or call 
AI Shusterman at (916) 961-9511. 
Novemer 12 - Freight and Salvage 
Coffee House, Berkeley, CA; No
vember 14 - In Concert at the State 
Theater in Oroville, co-sponsored 
by the CBA and the Butte Folk 
Music Society; (916) 895-8560;; 
November 15- In Concert at Grace 
Luthem Church in Palo Alto, spon
sored by the RBA and SCBS, ((d)) 
691-9982; 



•The Acoustic Shop and Music 
School, 5362 H Street, Sacramento, 
(916) 737-8336 or visit their web 
site www.acousticshop.com. Jam 
session every Thursday begining 
at 7:30p.m with free hot dogs and 
sodas.. House concerts scheduled 
throughout the year - call for 
details. 

•Cafe Romano, 533 Main Street, 
Martinez, California. For infor
mation call (510) 370-0700. 

.Cameron's Restaurant, 1410 S. 
Cabrillo Hwy, Half Moon Bay, 
CA, phone (415) 726-1779. Blue
grass jam session every Tuesday 
8-10p.m. 

.Castle Folk Club, 100 Connecti
cut St., San Francisco, CA., (510) 
531-0339. 

eCoid Spring Tavern, Stagecoach 
Road (just off State Highway 154) 
15 minutes from either Santa Bar
lma or Santa Y nez, CA. For infor
mation or directions, call (805) 967-
0066. The Cache Valley Drifters 
perform every Wednesday from 7 
-10p.m. 

•Cuppa Joe's, 194 Castro St., 
Mountain View, CA. For more 
information, call (415) 967-2294. 

•Freight and Salvage, 1111 
Addison Street, Berkeley. Call 
(510) 548-1761 for information. 
November 1 -High Country; No
vember 8- Kathy Kallick; Novem
ber 12- Warrior River Boys; No
vember 18- Frank Wakefield, Bob 
Black and Jim Moss; November 
19- Tony Furtado; November 28-
Austin l..oung lizards; November 
29- Laurie Lewis; 

-Great American Music Hall, 859 
O'Farrell, San Francisco, CA, 
(415) 885-07.50. 

•Half Moon Bay Coffee Co., 315 
Main Street, Half Moon Bay, CA 
(415) 726-1994 .. 

•Kuumbwa Jazz Center, 320 Ce
dar St, Santa Cruz, CA. For infor
mation call: (408) 427-2227. 

•La Di Da Cafe & Gallery, Kelly 
and Purissima, Half Moon Bay, 
CA (415) 728-1719. 

•Maytan Music Center, m South 
Center St., Reno, NV 89.501, (702) 
323-5443. 

•McCabe's GuitarShop,3101 Pico 
Blvd., Santa Monica, CA. For in
formation call (213) 828-4403 or 
tickets (213) 828-4497. 

•Rosie McCann's Irish Pub, 1220 
Pacific Ave., Santa Cruz, CA ( 408) 
426-9930. 

•Michelangelo's Pizza Parlor, 
downtown Arcata, California live 
acoustic .music every Wednesday, 
Friday and Saturday night from 7-
9 p.m, no cover charge. Bluegrass 
music on the 2nd and 4th W ednes
day with Aunt Dinah's Quilting 
Party. Other music includes Irish, 
Country, Dixieland, and Folk. For 
information, call (707) 822-7602. 

•Murphy's Irish Pub, on the east 
side of the square in Sonoma Plaza, 
Sonoma, California live acoustic 
music Thursday, Friday and Satur
day nights (call for type of music-

ranges from Bluegrass, Irish, 
Celtic, Folk, to Blues). The Sonooia 
Mountain Band performs the 1st 
Friday of every month, 8-10 p.m. 
For information or bookillgs, call 
(707) 935-0660. 

•Musician's Coffeehouse, Mt. 
Diablo Unitarian-Universal 
Church, 55 Eckley Lane, Walnut 
Creek, CA. For information call 
(510) 229-2710. 

•The Neighborhood Church, in 
Pasadena, California. For infor
mation, call (818) 303-7014. 

•The New 5th String Music Store, 
930 Alhambra at J Street, Sacra
mento, CA. For information, call 
(916) 442-8282. Bluegrass Jam 
Session every Thursday night at 
7:30 p.m. House Concert Series 
Performances times and prices vary 
-call for information. 

•Old San Francisco Pizza Com
pany - 2325 Road 20 in the El 
Portal Shopping Center, San Pablo, 
CA. Phone (510) 232-9644. 

•The Palms, 726 Dnunmond Ave., 
Davis, CA 95616. For information 
and tickets, call (916) 756-9901. 

•Plowshares, Fort Mason Center, 
Marina at Laguna, San Francisco, 
CA 94123. For information call 
(415) 441-8910. 

•Radio Valencia Cafe, 1199 
Valencia at 23rd Streets, San Fran
cisco, CA. Bluegrass and Old
time music every Sunday 7-11 p.m. 
Daik Hollow, traditional Bluegrass 
band performs the 2nd and 4th 
Sunday every month. 

•St. Michael's Arts Cafe, 806 
Emerson St., Palo Alto, Califor
nia. For information, call (415) 
326-2530. 

•Sam's BBQ, 1461 W. Campbell 
Ave., in Campbell, CA. (408) 
374-9676. Sidesaddle & Co., per
forms every Thursday night from 
6-9 p.m. No cover charge. 

•San Andreas Brewing Company, 
737 San Benito St., Hollister, Cali
fornia (408) 637-7074. 

•Santa Rosa Brewing Company, 
Seventh and B Streets, downtown 
Santa Rosa. Acoustic Jamboree 
Wednesda' nights from 7:00. Call 
Jam-Mesiter Tay Finaly at (707) 
539-9688. 

•Shade Tree Presents, Shade Tree 
Stringed Instruments, 28062 
Forbes Rd., Laguna Niguel, CA. 
For information and schedule of 
entertainers call (714) 364-5270. 

eSicilito's Restaurant, 445 Conger 
Street, Garberville, CA. Bluegrass 
jam sessions frrst Tuesday of every 
month at 7 p.m . For further infor
mation, call Ron Stanley at (707) 
923-2603. 

•Sweetwater, 153 Throckmorton 
A venue, Mill Valley, CA. For 
information, call (415) 388-2820. 
May 22- Spikedrivers (gnugrass); 

•The Willowbrook Ale House 3600 
Petaluma Blvd. North, Petaluma, 
CA, (707) 775-4232. Featuring 
the Crane Canyon Bluegrass Band 
every Thursday night, 6:30-10 p.m. 

Upcoming Music Events 
NOVEMBER 

•November 5-9 - Death Valley 
49er's Fiddle and Picking Con
test in Death Valley, CA. Art 
exhibits, musicians, cowboy po
etry, singalongs and much more. 
For information, calll-800-365-
2267 for campground or (760) 
786-2345 for Furnace Creek 
Ranch or Inn. 

•November 7 - 9 - 18th Annual 
Four-corner States Blu,egrass 
Festival and Fiddle Champion
ship, in Wickenberg, Arizona For 
information, call (602) 684-5479. 

•November 7 - 9 - Jrd Annual 
Pike's Peak Bluegrass Festival 
at the Colorado Opry and 
Rodeway Inn in Colorado Springs, 
CO. Featuring: David Davis and 
the Warrior River Boys, Pete 
Wernick's live Five, Bryan Bow
ers, Bluegrass Patriots, Full Moon 
Rising, Second Exit, Full Moon 
Rising, Within Tradition, The 
Bluegrass Patriots, High Plains 
Tradition, Full Moon Rising, Lost 
Creek and more bands to be an
nounced. Other events during the 
festival include the 2nd Annual 
Rocky Mountain Region Blue
grass Music Awards Show, vocal 
instrumental workshops, and lots 
of jamming. For information, call 
Ken Seaman at (970) 482-0863, 
write to 1807 Essex Drive, Ft. 
Collins, CO 80526, or e-mail 

MCS@riverside.corn 
•November 7 - 9 - Jrd Annual 

Wings and Strings Music Festi
val at Fantasy of Flight in Polk 
City, Florida. Diverse lineup of 
talent including: Chesapeake, 
Asleep at the Wheel, Robert Earl 
Keen, Peter Rowan, Jerry Dou
glas, Robin and linda Williams, 
Tim and Mollie 0' Brien and the 
O'Boys, Blue Highway, Front 
Range, Wyatt Rice and Santa Cruz, 
South Ocean String Band, Claire 
Lynch and the Front Porch String 
Band, Steve Riley and the Mamou 
Playboys, Trout Fishing in 
America, Roy Book Binder, 
robbin Bach and more. For fur
ther information or ticket sales, 
contact Wings and Strings by call
ing 9'1-l-984-3.500 ext 222; or 9'1-1-
984-8445; e-mail: jill_jennings 
@wingsandstrings.com; or visit 
their web site at: www .wingsand 
strings.com. 

•November 8 - Tina Louise Barr 
Harps in High Gear perfor
mance, 7:30pm. at Unity Church, 
2467 V eneman Avenue, Modesto, 
CA (approx. 112 mile east of Dale 
Road). Tickets are $5 in advance 
and $8 at the door. For ticket 
information, call (209) 480-4477. 

•November 8 & 9 - 13th Annual 
Auburn Christmas Craft Mar
ketplace and Music Festival at 
the Gold Country Fairgrounds in 
Auburn, California. Hours are 

Saturday, 10 am to 6 pm and Stm
day, 10 am to 5 pm. live enter
tainment on 3 stages by Joe Cra
ven and Camptown, Freeway Hlil
harmonic, Joe Weed and the Vul
tures, Sourdough Slim, Cats and 
Jammers, Tony Bman and April 
Cq>e, puppeteer Bob Hartman and 
the Grin and Barrett Jugglers. 
Admission is $5 for adults, $4 for · 
Seniors, $1 for kids 6-12, and un
der 6 free with adult admission. 
For further information, call (209) 
533-3473. 

•November 11 - Seagrass in Con
cert, plus an open mike and lots of 
jamming, 7:30 to 10 pm in the 
Crest Room of the Carlton Oaks 
Country Club, 9200 Inwood Dr., 
Santee. No cover charge. Call 
Elizabeth at 619-286-1836 for fur
ther information. 

•November 12- 16- 9th Annual 
Western Music Festival at the 
InnSuites Hotel in Tucson, Ari
zona. For schedule and ticket 
information, contact the WMA 
Business Office at (520) 825-(,621. 
For further information visit their 
web site at www.arde.com/wmal 

•November 14- Dave Dam and 
theW mrior River Boys in con
cert with Canyon Creek Band and 
the Red Dirt Bullies, 7 p.m. at the 
State Theater, 1489 Myers Street 
in Oroville, CA. Produced by 

(Continued on Page 26) 

Bluegrass Web Sites 

AcuTab- www.acutab.com 
Allen Guitars - http://www . 

allen guitar . com, "Building 
Tomorrow ,s Collectable Instru
ments Today", E-mail : allen@ 
allengui tar.can 

ASCAP- www.ascap.com/ 
Banjo News Letter- www.tiac 

.net/users/lnl/ 
Bluegrass Connection - www. 

go tech. corn/ 
Bluegrass Radio Network -

www.bluegrassradio.corn/ 
Bluegrass Unlimited 

www.bluegrassmusic.corn 
Blue Northern - www .angel 

fire. com/ ca / Bl ueN orthern/ 
index.html 

BMI- www.bmi,com/ 
Califurnia Bluegrass Association 

- www .mandolyn.com/cba 
3.html 

Colorado Bluegrass Music Soci
ety- www.banjo.com/CBMA/ 
indexlltm 

Compost Mountain Boys -
www .humboldt.edu/ "''II.anetam/ 
compost 

County Record Sales 
www .cotmtysales. corn 

Cybergrass - http: // www. 
banjo.com/ 

Desert Bluegrass Association -
www.azstarnet.com.public/non
profi t/li uegrass/ dbahome.htm 

Doobie Shea Records -
www .doobieshea.corn 

Doodoo Wah - www.colocado 
.net/pcklehead/doodoowah 

Elderly Instruments - http:// 
www .elderly. com 

Festival Finder - ww.festival 
fin:ler.can.fe!t.home.html 

Gnw; Menagerie - www .research 
.digital .com/wrl/projects/misc/ 
Grass_Menager 

Hay Holler Records - hay 
hollr@nrv.net 

Homespun Tapes - http:// 
www .homespuntapes.com 

International Bluegrass Music As
sociation - www .ibma.org/ 
IBMA 

International Bluegrass Music 
Museum - www.ibmm .org/ 
IBMM 

inTUNE: Southern California 
BluegrasS News (Bluegrass As
sociation of Southern California 
and San Diego Bluegrass Club) 
- http: //members.aol.com/in 
tunenews/ and inTUNEnews 
@aol.com 

Mel Bay - http://www.melbay 
.com or e-mail: @melbay.com 

Mid-State Bluegrass Association 
- www.mandolyn.com 

Oregon Bluegrass Association -
www .aracnet.com--obagrass/ 

Pinecastle/W ebco Records -
http://pinecastle.com or pine 

cast@nebula.inspace.corn 
Rebel Records - www.rebel 

records.corn 
Red Dirt Bullies - www .aracnet 

.corn/ -obagrass/reddi.rtb.html. 
Redwood Bluegrass Associates -

www.rba.org/ 
Ron Rose - PWI.Netcom.com/ 

- gittar/bhegrass.html 
Rosine Association 

www .gotech.com/rosine/home 
pg.htm 

Rounder Recot;ds - www .roonder 
.corn 

Phil Salazar- www .west.net/ 
-psalazar 

Santa Cruz Bluegrass Society -
www .infopoint.com/orga/scbs/ 
index.html 

Sidesaddle & Co. 
www . KPIG . COM / SID E
SADDLE or http:- ww w. 
VRADIO.COM 

The Bluegrass Music Page -
www. best. com/ -kquick/bg.html 

TheTylers- www.d<Xtnow.com/ 
-tylers . 

Washington Bluegrass Associa-
tion- www.scnorg/arts /whl/ 

To add your Web site or e-mail 
address to this column: 
E-mail your name and/or the name 
of your company, band or organi
zation to: 

CBA WPN@vokano.net 
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Upcollling Bluegrass, Old-tUne and Gospel Music Events 
(Continued from Page 25) 

Rising Star Productions and co
sponsored by the CBA and the 
Butte Folk Music Society. Ticket 
are $12 in advance and $14 at the 
door. Members of the California 
Bluegrass Association and Butte 
Folk Music Society receive a $2 
per ticket discount To order ad
vance tickets, use the ticket order 
form on the advertisement in this 
issue. For further information, 
call (916) 895-8560. 

•November 14-16- 18th Annual 
Four Corner States Bluegrass 
Festival at the Fairgrounds in 
Wickenburg, Arizona. Tentative 
lineup includes the Piney Creek 
Weasels, Marty Warburton Band, 
contests and much more to be 
announced. Forinformation,call 
(520) 684-5479. 

•November 14-16- 9th Annual 
Greater Downstate Indoor Blue
grass Music Festival at the Holi
day inn "Conference Hotel in 
Decatur, illinois. Featuring: the 
Dry Branch Fire Squad, Osborne 
Brothers, Jim and Jesse and the 
Virginia Boys, Larry Sparks and 
the Lonesome Ramblers, Claire 
Lynch & Band, Doyle Lawson 
and Quicksilver, New Coon Creek 
Girls, The Stevens Family, Rarely 
Herd, 5 For the Gospel, The Fox 
Family, and Chris Jones and the 
Nite Drivers. For tickets or infor
mation, write to Bluegrass Festi
val, P.O. Box 456, Jacksonville, 
IL62651 or call (217) 243-3159. 

•November 15 - Feather River 
Bluegrass Mini-Festival, 11 am. 
to 9 p.m. at the CA-oville Travelodge 
Motel in Oroville, California The 
70-room motel is located at 580 
Oroville Dam Road, just two 
blocks off of Highway 70. Spoo
sored by the Sacramento Area 
CBA and the Butt Folk Music 

call Delberr Spray at 573-853-
4344. 

•November 22- Bryan Bowers in 
concert, sponsored by the Fresno 
Folklore Society at the Bonner 
Auditorium of the Fresno Art Mu
seum. For tickets or information, 
call (209) 4.56-0453 or 224-1738. 

•November 24- 30 - Winter Jam 
97 World Expo at the Opryland 
Hotel Convention Center in Nash
ville, Tennessee. Presented by the 
Traditional American Music As
sociation in Association with 
C.L.O.G. Theflrstannual Nash
ville Academy of Traditional 
Music will offer weel-long classes 
in hammered and mountain dulci
mer, autoharp, resnonatar, fiddle, 
banjo, guitar, mandolin, har
monica, songwriting and seminars 
on marketing your music. 
C .L.O.G . group will present 
classes in Irish step dance, 
flatfooting, folka, Canadian step 
dance, Cajun and many other 
dance forms. Also at the event the 
Nashville Guitar Show and other 
traditional music related exhibits. 
Other events during the week will 
be evening concerts and dance 
activities, jam and dance sessions, 
and a Sunday night awards show 
and presentations. For further in
formation, contact T AMA Inc., 
P.O. Box 24533, Nashville, TN 
37202 or call 816-665-7172 or 
615-868-1590. 

Society. Featuring: Past Due and •November 27-29 - 28th Annual 
Playable, Mountain Laurel, the South Carolina State Bluegrass 
River City Boys, Homemade Jam, Festival at the Myrtle Beach Con-
the Foothillbillies plus moce hmds vention Center, Oak Street and 
to be added Special Festival fOOOl 21st Avenue North, Myrtle Beach, 

· rate of $44 including breakfast. South Carolina Featuring: Ricky 
For room reservations, call the Skaggs, Illrd Tyme Out, The 
Oroville Travelodge at (916) 533- Lewis Family, The Del McCoury 
7070. Self-contained RV parking Band, The Osborne Brothers, Mac 
in paved lot is $10 per unit per Wiseman, Ralph Stanley and the 
night. Tickets for the Saturday Clinch Mountain Boys, Charlie 
Mini-Festival are $15 for CBA Waller and the Country Gentle-
members and $17.50 for non- men, Jim and Jesse and the Vir-
members. Children 16 and under ginia Boys, Doyle Lawson and 
are free with a paying adult. All Quicksilver, The Lonesome River 
net proceeds from the concert will Band, Freddy Clark and the Clark 
be divided among the participat- Family, J.D. Crowe and the New 
ing bands. For advance tickets, or South, Blueridge, The Rarely 
further information, contact Grant Herd, The Mayor and Buford, The 
Johnston, 456 East Sacramento GaryWaldrepBand,andTheReno 
A venue, Chico, CA 95926, call Brothers. For tickets or further 
(916) 895-8..560, or use the ticket information, contact Norman 
order form in this issue. Adams or Tony Anderson, P.O. 

•November 15 - Peter Kessler Box 98, Dahlonega, GA 39533 or 
and Gail Frater with Jeff phone 706-864-7203. 
Crossley, Carlo Calabi and Gene •November 28- 30 - 23n1 Annual 
T<Xtora in Concert, 8 p.m. at Plow- Sonora Christmas Craft and 
shares in Fort Mason Center, Ma- Music Festival at the Mother Lode 
rina at Laguna Street in San Fran- Fairgrounds on H wy. 49 in Sonora, 
cisco, CA. For information or California. Featuring continuous 
directions, call415-541-5006. entertainment on four stages by 

•November21-23 -16th Annual Joe Craven and Camptown, Dr. 
TSBA Land of Mark Twain Elmo and Wild Blue, Joe Weed 
Bluegrass Music Festival at the and the Vultures, Chanterelles, 
Remada Inn in Hannibal, Mis- Cats and Jammers, Doodoo Wah, 
souri. For information or tickets, Tom Ball and Kenny Sultan, Sour-
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dough Slim and the Saddle Pals, 
Mirth and Glee Carolers, Tony 
Elman and April Cope, Black Irish 
Band, Springfield Crossing, Pup
peteer Bob Hartman, the Grin and 
Barrett Jugglers, Mo, Painter of 
Fine Faces, Santa, the Elves and 
Twinkle Trees and more. Excel
lent festival food and drink con
cessions, arts and crafts and much 
more. Admission is $5 for adults, 
$4 for Seniors , $1 for kids 6-12, 
and under 6 free with adult admis
sion. For information, call (209) 
533-3473 or 532-9803. 

DECEMBER 
•December S- Front Range in 

Concert,at La Paloma Theatre, 
471 First St. (comer of Hwy 101 
and D St) in Fn.cinitas. The show 
starts at 7:30pm. $12 in advance, 
$14 at the door, kids under 12 half
price. Presented by La Paloma, 
San Diego Bluegrass Club and the 
North County Bluegrass & Folk 
Club. For further information or 
tickets, call 760-436-SHOW (La 
Paloma) or 619-286-1836 
(SDBC). 

•December 6 -Kathy Kallick and 
Her Band in concert, sponsored 
by the Fresno Folklore Society at 
the Bonner Auditorium of the 
Fresno Art Museum. For tickets 
or information, call (209) 456-
0453 or 224-1738. 

JANUARY 
•January 1-3 - 22nd Annual New 

Year's Bluegrass Festival in the 
Convention Center on Jekyll Is
land, Georgia Featuring: The Bass 
Mountain Boys Reunion, The 
Osborne Brothers, Jim and Jesse 
and the Virginia Boys, The Lewis 
Family, IIIrd Tyme Out, Country 
Current, Ralph Stanley and the 
Clinch Mountain Boys, Charlie 
Waller and Country Gentlemen, 
The Dry Branch Fire Squad, Dolye 
Lawson and Quicksilver, Big 
Country Bluegrass, Cliff Waldron 
and the New Shades of Grass, The 
Gary Waldrep Band, The Village 
Singers, Raymond Fairchild, 
Blueridge and the Larkin Family. 

IIEWYIU 

For information or tickets, contact 
Norman Adams or Tony Ander
son, P.O. Box 98, Deahlonega, 
GA 30533 or phone 706-864-
7203. 

•January 7-11 - Bill Keith 4th 
Annual Bluegrass Festival at the 
River Ranch RV Campgrounds in 
Lake Wales, Aorida. For infor
mation or tickets, call 941-419-
0202. 

•January 13 - The Virtual Strang
ers in Concert, plus an open 
mike and lots of jamming, 7:30 to 
10 pm in the Crest Room of the 
Carlton Oaks Country Oub, 9200 
Inwood Dr., Santee sponsored by 
the San Diego Bluegrass Club. 
The Virtual Strangers are Mike 
and Vonnie Tatar, Jon Cherry, 
lincoln Potter and special guest 
Mike Tatar Jr. on fiddle! No cover 
charge. Call Elizabeth at 619-286-
1836 for further information. 

•January 16- 18 - 11th Annual 
Colorado River Country Music 
Festival in Blythe, California Fea
turing: Lost and Found, Flinthill 
Special, The Tylers, Lost High
way, Brittany and Blue River, 
Crystal River Band, Red Rock 
Mountain Boys, Home Grown, 
and hosted by the Colorado River 
Boys. In addition to performances 
there will be a Country and West
em Dance on Saturday night fea
turing Danny Griego and Country 
Thunder, and contests for fiddlers, 
Bluegrass Bands, speciality instru
ment, guitar, banjo and mandolin 
players, and a band scramble. For 
information, contest registration 
or tiCkets, contact the "Blythe Area 
Chamber of Commerce at 201 S. 
Broadway, Blythe, Ca 92225; call 
1-800443-5513 or FAX 760-922-
4010. 

FEBRUARY 
•February 13 - 15 - 13th Annual 

Mid-Winter Bluegrass Festival, 
at the Northglenn Holiday Inn, 1-
25 and 120th Avenue, Denver, 
Colorado. Featuring: Ralph 
Stanley and the Clinch Mountain 
Boys, The James King Band, New 
Tradition, The Kathy Kallick 
Band, AI and Emily Cantrell, 
Copperline, The Bluegrass Patri
ots, Southern Exposure, Shady 
Creek, Black Rose, The Velveeta 
Sisters, and Wing and a Prayer. 
The festival weekend also offers 
the Great Rocky Mountain Band 
Scramble, vocal and instrumental 
workshops, beginning jam room, 
indoor pool and sauna and more. 
For information, call or write to: 
Ken Seaman, 1807 Essex Drive, 

Ft Collins, CO &1526; 1-970482-
0863 or e-mail: MCS@riverside 
.com. 

•February 19-22 - Wintergrass 
'98 at the Sheraton Tacoma Hotel 
and Convention Center and the 
First Baptist Church in Tacoma, 
Washington. Featuring: Sam Bush 
and his Band, The John Cowan 
Band, The Del McCoury Band, 
Lonesome River Band, Laurie 
Lewis, The Lynn Morris Band, 
Marley's Ghost, Dry Branch Fire 
Squad, Bluegrass Etc., The Bullas, 
Robin and Linda Williams, Kate 
MacKenzie and Out of the Blue 
The Gary Ferguson Band and~ 
to be added. For information or 
advance tickets, call Wintergrass 
'98 at 253-926-4164; write P.O. 
Box 2356, Tacoma, WA 98401 or 
e-mail at patriceo@nwlink.com 
or Earla615@aol.com. 

•February 21 & 22 - Bowie Blue
grass Festival at the Alaskan RV 
Park in Bowie, Arizona (only 97 
miles from Tucson). For infonna
tion, call Ben Sandoval at (520) 
632-5912. 

•February 21 & 22 - Pioneer Blue
grass Festival at the Pioneer Ari
zona Living History Museum 
north of Phoenix. For informa
tion, call Candice at (602) 842-
1102. 

MARCH 
•March 20-22 - 11th Annual 

Family Spring Bluegrass Music 
Festival at tlie Best Western Io
wan Motor Lodge, Ft Madison, 
Iowa. For information or tickets, 
call Delbert Spray at 573-853-
4344 or319-752-9541. 

JUNE 
•June 18, 19, 20 & 21 - 23rd 

Annual CBA Father's Day 
Weekend Bluegrass Festival at 
the Nevada County Fairgrounds 
in Grass Valley, CA. Featuring: 
The Nashville Bluegrass Band, 
The Lonesome River Band, The 
Dry Branch Fire Squad, Laurie 
Lewis and Grant Street, the Lynn 
Morris Band, Ralph Stanley and 
the Clinch Mountain Boys plus .. . 
10 additional bands and a clog
ging group. Camping, jamming, 
workshops, children's program 
and much more! CBA member 
Early Bird Discount Tickets on 
sale now through February 28, 
1998. Ticket order form on Page 
15 of this issue. Order early and 
SAVE$$$ 



California Bluegrass 
Association or CBA 

Member Sponsored jams 
•Alameda- Thin Man Strings, 1506 

Webster Streeet, Alameda, CA. 
Acoustic jam session every Fri
day from 6 to 9 p.m. For informa
tion, call (510) 521-2613. 

.Copperopolis - Bluegrass jam the 
2nd and 4th Fridays of each month 
7 p .m . until ? at the Old Comer 
Saloon, 112 Mile off Hwy 4 on 
Main Street in Copp<ropolis, Cali
fornia. Sponsored by Fred and 
Melinda Stanley. For more infor
malion, call (209) 785-2544. 

•Garberville - Bluegrass jam 1st 
Tuesday of each month, 7 p.m. at 
Sicilito' s Restaurant, 445 Conger 
Street in Garberville. For further 
information, call Ron Stanley at 
(707) 923~2603. 

•Half Moon Bay- Bluegrass jam 
every Tuesday evening from 8 to 
10 p.m. at Cameron's Restaurant, 
1410 S. Cabrillo Hwy, in Half 
Moon Bay, California. For infor
mation, call Don Koc at (415) 
726-1694 or Cameron's at (415) 
726-5705. 

•Livermore- Bluegrass Jam Ses
sion every 2nd Saturday, 7- 10 
p.m. at Magoo' s Pizza, 364 South 
Livermore Ave.,in Livermore, 
California. Directions: take 
Livermore exit off I-580, cross 
1st street on left between 3rd and 
4th Streets. For information please 
call (510) 447-2406. 

•Livermore- Bluegrass Jam Ses
sion every 3rd Sunday, 14 p.m. 
at The Virtues of Coffee, 1819 
Holmes (Hwy 84), Livermore, 
CA. Call (510) 447-2406 for in
formation and directions. 

•Napa - "Bluegrass and Fiddle 
Jam Session every Wednesday 
night fnm 7:30pm to 1 0:30pm in 
Napa. Call Jerry at (707) 226-
3084." 

-orangevale - Bluegrass jam ses
sion the second and fourth 
Wednesday of every month, 7-11 
p.m. at the Country Table Restau
rant, 8999 Greenback Lane in 
Orangevale, CA. Periodically 

Where can I go to hear or play some music? 

features Bluegrass band perfor
mances. For further information, 
call Sacramento Area CBA Vice 
President Bob Thomas at (916) 
989-0993. 

•Pollock Pines - Bluegrass and old
time acoustic music Jam session 
every Tuesday evening at High 
Mountain Music, 3050 Sly Park 
Road in Pollock Pines, CA. Open 
to musicians of all levels, free 
admission, listeners welcome. 
Hosted by Hank Hamilton and 
Shirley Harmon of Mountain 
High Music. For information, 
please call (916) 647-2460. 

•Porterville - Bluegrass Jams 1st 
and 3rd Thursdays at 7 p.m. at the 
Golden Hills Mobile Home Park 
Recreation Center, 720 E. Worth 
Ave. In Porterville. For informa
tion or directions, call Don 
Mill wee at (209) 784~206. 

•Sacramento Area - Monthly Blue
grass jam sessions hosted by the 
Sacramento Area CBA. Loca
tions and times vary. See related 
story in this issue. For further 
information, call Sacramento 
Area Activities Vice President 
Bob Thomas at (916) 989-0993. 

•Santa Rosa Area - Acoustic Jams 
Wednesday evenings at 7 at the 
Santa Rosa Brewing Copany, 
Seventh and "B" Streets in down
town Santa Rosa. Call coordina
tor Tay Ftnlay at (7(]7) 539-9688. 

•Turlock ·Bluegrass, Country, 
Fiddilng, and Singing Jam Ses
sion, 4th Friday of each month 
from 6 to 10 p.m. Located in the 
VFW Hall, 1405 E. linwood (be
tween Lander and Golf Roads) in 
Turlock, California. For further 
information or directions, call Dan 
Bonds at (209) 632-9079. 

•Williams- VFW Hall, Comer of 
9th & C Streets, 3rd Sunday 1-5 
p.m. Call William (Bill) Herron 
(7(]7) 995-1412 for details. 

•Woodland- Old Tim\! Fiddling 
Jam at the County Fair Mall, 1264 
East Gibson Road, Woodland, 

CA, first Sunday of each month 
from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. For more 
information, call Gloria Bremer 
at (916) 662-7908 or Ferrel 
McGrath at (916) 421-7417. 

California Old-time 
Fiddlers Association 

-castro Valley - United Methodist 
Church at 19806 Wisteria Av
enue in Castro Valley, California 
, 4th SWlday of every month from 
1:30 to 5 p.m. For further infor
mation or directions, please call 
Suzanne Klein at (510) 527-2538. 

•El Cajon- Wells Park Center, 1153 
Madison, El Cajon, CA. 3rd Sun
day 1-5 p.m. Call Orner Green at 
(619) 748-3493 for details. 

•Fresno - Senior Citizen's Village 
Community Room, 1917 S . 
Chestnut Ave., every Saturday 
Dance, 7:30-11:00 p.m. Call 
Margarette Smith at (209) 924-
2034 for details. 

•Fullerton- 1414 Brookhurst Rd., 
Fullerton, CA 1st Sunday 14 p.m. 
Call Mike Beckett at (619) 373-
4096 for details. 

•Merced- Colony Grange Hall, 2277 
Child' s A venue, Merced, CA. 2nd 
Saturday 7-11 p.m. For informa
tion, call Royce Lancaster at (209) 
291-4875. 

-oak View -Oak View Commuity 
Center, 18 Valley Rd, Oak View, 
CA. 2nd & 4th Sunday 124 p.m. 
For information, call Margaret 
Kirchner at (805) 646-3100. 

•Oilda1e- Rasmussen Senior 
Citizen's Center, 115 E. Roberts 
Lane in Oildale, CA. 2nd and 4th 
Sunday, 1:30- 4 :30p.m. Call 
Doyn Simpson (805) 833-2594 
for details. 

-orangevale - Orangevale Grange 
Hall, 58fJ7 Walnut Avenue, 2nd 
Sunday, 1-5 p.m. For informa
tion, call Vivian Steele (916) 676-
0825. 

•Oroville - Monday Club, 2385 
Montgomery Blvd, 4th Sunday 
each month 14:30 p.m. For in
formation, call Bob Hedrick at 
(916) 589-4844. 

•Shasta - New School, Red Bluff 
Drive, 1st Sunday 1-5 p.m. Call 
Bob Burger at (916) 5494524 for 
further information. 

•Williams- Veteran's Memorial 
Hall, 9th & C St., Williams, CA. 
3rd Sunday 1-5p.m. For informa
tion, call Virgil Haggard at (916) 
476-3182. 

Independent Clubs -
California 

• Arroyo Grande - The Central 
Coast Ftddlers hold jam sessions 
twice a month, from 1:00 to 4:00 
PM, 2nd Sunday of the month in 
Arroyo Grande, CA (between 
Santa Maria and San Luis Obispo) 
at the Portuguese Hall; 4th Sun
day of the month at the Nipomo 
Senior Citizens' Center (between 
Arroyo Grande and Santa Maria). 
Call for details or directions: (805) 
349-2274, days or (805) 929-
6(Y71, eves. 

•Bakersfield- Buskers Music, 630 

18th Street, Bakersfield, CA. 
Bluegrass jam 1st and 3rd Thurs
days from 7 to 10 p.m. and every 
Saturday fnm 2 p.m. until ?. Spon
sored by the Mid-State Bluegrass 
Associaiton. For information, call 
(805) 633-1913 or (805) 872-
5137. 

•Bakersfield- Eric Janson home, 
1530 Camino Sierra, Bakersfield, 
CA. Jam 2nd and 4th Thursdays 
from 7 to 10 p.m. For further 
information, call (805) 872-5137. 

•Berkeley- The Fifth String Music 
Store, 3051 Adeline, Berkeley, 
CA. Jam session every Thursday 
beginning at 8 p.m. For informa
tion or directions, call (510) 548-
8282. 

•Betkeley - Freight & Salvage, 1111 
Addison St., Berkeley. Occa
sional Bluegrass jams. Call (510) 
548-1761 for details or to get on 
their mailing list. 

-canoga Park - Blue Ridge Pickin' 
Parlor, 20246 Saticoy, Canoga 
Park. Regularly scheduled jam 
sessions - call in advm1.ce for dates 
and times (818) 700-8288. 

-carlsbad - North County Bluegrass 
Band monthly meetings, 7 p.m. 
on the fourth Tuesday of each 
month. That Pizza Place, 2622 El 
Camino Real, Carlsbad. Phone 
434-3171 for more information. 

•Centerville - Bluegrass Jam Ses
sions the 2nd and 4th Saturdays 
of each month, 7 - 11 p.m. at the 
Odd Fellows Hall in Centerville, 
CA (in the Fresno area). Spon
sored by ihe Xings River Blue
grass Association. For informa
tion and directions, please call 
Mike McDonald at (209) 434-
6163 or Terry Tilley at (209) 875-
6543. 

•Ceres - Central California Old
Time Fiddlers Assn., Walter 
White School, 1st and 3rd Fri
days 6-10 p.m. Call Bill Whitfield 
at (209) 892-8685 for details. 

•Coloma - at the Vinyard House, 
530 Cold Springs Road, Coloma, 
CA. Bluegrass and Old time Mu
sic Jam every Thursday night at 
8:00p.m. For information call 
Todd Saunders at (916) 626-5615. 

•Covina - Open Mike Night - 1st 
Saturday of each month at the 
Fret House. Call (818) 915-2023 
for information. 

•Exeter- Bluegrass Jam Session at 
the VIP Pizza, 449 E. Pine St., (2 
blocks south of Hwy 198 on Hwy 
65, then 2 blocks west to _Pine 
Street), Exeter, California. Meet
ing at 7 p.m. on the 2nd and 4th 
Wednesday each month. For more 
information, call Pat Conway at 
(209) 5614309 or Geroge Beckett 
(2109) 784-5286. 

•Fiddletown- Old Tyme live Mu
sic Jam every Sunday afternoon 
from 2 to 6 p.m. at the Ftddletown 
General Store on Main Street in 
Ftddletown, California (OffHwy 
49 between Jackson and 
Placerville). Musicians and lis
teners welcome. For further in
formation or directions, call Oluf 

Olufson at (209) 245-3671. 
•Fresno- Fresno Folklore Society, 

P.O. Box 4617, Fresno, CA 
937444617. Monthly potluck 
and jam. For further information, 
call Nancy Waidtlow at (209) 224-
1738 at (209) 431-3653 or News
letter Editor Carl Johnson, phone 
(209) 229-~. 

-Granada Hills - Monthly bluegrass 
concerts produced by the Union 
Station Music Productions at the 
Granada Hills Masonic Hall, 
(818) 894-1643 for information. 

•Hollywood - Bluegrass Jam the 
3rd Tuesday of every month 8 
p.m. - 12 a.m. at the Highland 
Grounds Coffee House, 742 N. 
Highland A venue, Hollywood, 
California. $2 cover charge/one 
drink minimum. For more infor
mation call Blue Ridge Pickin' 
Parlor (818) 700-8288. 

•Lake Isabella- Bluegrass jam the 
1st and 3rd Tuesday of every 
month from 7-10 p.m. at 5405 
Lake Isabella Blvd. Sponsored 
by the Mid-State Bluegrass As
sociation. For information, call 
Paul Ash at (619) 379-3189. 

•Leucadia -Jam TillY ou Drop, first 
Saturday of each month from 11 
a.m. at Traditional Music, 1410 
N. Hwy 101, Leucadia. For in
formation, call (619) 942-1622. 

•Lompoc - Acoustic jam session, 
7-10 p.m. on the second and fourth 
Wednesday of each month at the 
Southside Coffee Company, 105 
South H St., Lompoc, CA (fele
phone (805) 737-3730.) For fur
ther information, contact Bill 
Carlsen (805) 736-8241, or email 
Charlie Bockius via e-mail at: 
cbockius@flllmoresbceo 

•Manteca- Delta ad Time Ftddlers 
and Bluegrass Association, 1st 
and3rd Saturdays 6:30-10:30, at 
the Manteca Senior Center, 295 
01tny, Manteca, CA. Call Larry 
Burttram (209) 823-7190 for de
tails. 

•Mariposa- Cousin Jack Pickin' 
Popcorn Music Jam at Cousin 
Jack's Store, 5026 Hwy 140, 
Mariposa, California. 1st Satur
day of each month from 6 to 10 
p.m. For further information, 
please call (209) 966~271. 

•Oakland - Bluegrass jam every 
Monday from 8-11 p.m. at the 
Baja Taqueria, 4070 Piedmont 
Ave. (near 41st Street), Oakland, 
CA. Phone (510) 547-BAJA. For 
further information call Joe 
Howton (510) 843-8552. 

•Pasadena- Traditional Music Store 
-Bluegrass m1d Old Time Jam the 
1st Saturday of every month from 
2-5 p.m. Regularly scheduled 
workshops offered. Location is 
228 El Molino Ave., Pasadena, 
CA. For further information, call 
(818) 577-4888.(~) 377-2613. 

•Palo Alto - Santa Cruz Bluegrass 
Society Jam session the 3rd Sun
day of every month from 1 to 5 
p.m. at St. Michael's Art Cafe, 
804 Emerson Street in Palo Alto. 

(Continued on Page 28) 
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Where can I go to hear or play so~e music? 

•Poway - San Diego North County 
Bluegrass and Folk Oub Jam Ses
sion the last Wednesday night of 
each month at Mikey' s Coffee 
House, 12222 Poway Road in 
Poway, CA. For updated infor
mation or a time slot, call (619) 
486-5540 or 596-2962. 

•Rialto- Jam 4th Sunday of every 
month at the C&A Barn, 916 S. 
Riverside A ve, Rialto, CA. 10 
a.m. until late afternoon. For 
information call (714) 874-0550 
or (714) 874-4771. 

•Riverside- Sunday folk and blue
grass concerts at The Barn at the 
UC, Riverside. For information 
call (714) 682-3621. 

•Sacramento - The Acoustic Shop 

- 5362 H Street in Sacramento. 
Jam session every Thursday night 
from 7:30 - II p.m. with free hot 
dogs and sodas. For information 
or directions, call (916) 737-8336. 

•Sacramento- The New Fifth String 
Music Store, 930 Alhambra Blvd. 
At J Street in Sacramento. Blue
grass Jam every Thursday at 
7:30p.m. For information, call 
(916) 452-8282. 

•San Diego - San Diego Bluegrass 
Club events - Featured band 
plus open mike and jamming on 
the 2nd Tuesday of each month, 
7:30 - 10 p.m. at the Carlton Oaks 
Country Oub Crest Room, 9200 
Inwood Dr. in Santee. Open Mike 
and Jam on the 3rd Tuesday of 
each month, 7-10 p.m. at 
Fuddruckers Restaurant, 340 
Third St, in Chula Vista. Blue
grass Workshops on the 2nd Sat
urday of every month, call for 
time, topic and location. All 
events are free! Call (619) 286-

1836. 
•San Diego- Walt's Slow Jam, first 

Friday of each month at 6:30pm.; 
San Carlos Recreation Center, 
6445 Lake Badin Avd., SanDi
ego. Call Walt Richards (619) 
280-9035 for information. 

•Santa Clara - Santa Clara Valley 
Fiddler's Association, Adult Edu
cation Center, 1840 Benton St., 
Santa Clara, CA. 1st Sunday, 
1:00 - 5:30p.m. $4 for non
members, and $3 for members. 
Forinformation,call(408)730-
1034. 

•San Gregooo- General Store, Hwy 
87 at Stage Road, San Gregorio. 
Last Sunday of every month, 
Bluegrass music with John Fuller 
and Kari Larson. Call (415) 726-
0565 for information. 

•San Jose- Gospel Bluegrass Jam, 
Monday nights 7-9:30 p.m. at the 
St. Francis Episcopal Church, 

• 1205 Pine Ave ., San Jose , CA. 
Call Ken Jones, (408) 281-2229 
or(~) 354-8W7 for more infor
matioo. 

•Sonoma - Murphy's Irish Pub on 
the east side of the square in <kwvn
town Sonc:xna., California Acous
tic Jam Session 1st Sunday of the 
month 4 p.m. to ? Acoustic 

l. 

Songwriters' Night the 3rd Sun
day of each month from 4:00pm. 
live acoustic music Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday nights. For 
further information, call (707) 
935-<Xi60. 

• Van Nuys - Bluegrass Association 
.of Southern California monthly 
Bluegrass Jam and Picnic at Lake 
Balboa in the Sepulveda Dam 
Recreation Area, Van Nuys, Cali
fornia. Jams every third Saturday 
beginning at noon. For informa
tion, call the Blue Ridge Pickin' 
Parlor at (818) 700-8288. 

• Whittier - 2 jams a month on Sun
days. Parnell Park, corner of Lam-

bert & Scott, Whittier, $2 dona
tion. Call (818) 917-0973 for 
informatim. 

•Woodland Hills- Songmakers, a 
non-profit organization devoted 
to "the enjoyment and support of 
traditional and contemporary folk 
and other forms of homemade 
and acoustic music. For informa
tion about "hoots" in various 
Southen California locations and 
membership information write to 
Kay Conroy, Songmakers, '12.707 
Burbank Blvd., Woodland Hills, 
CA91387. 

Sam's BBQ is a new venue for 
live music in Campbell 

Thanks to Kim Eking of Side
saddle & Co. for letting us know 
that there is a new place to support 
Bluegrass music in Campbell. 

Sam's BBQ, located at 1461 
W. Campbell Avenue in Campbell, 
California now features live music 
every Thursday night from 6-9 p.m. 
Sidesaddle & Co. will be there to 

entertain, and they invite you to join 
them. 

There is no cover charge for the 
music, but Kim says "bring your 
appetites!". If you are in the neigh
borhood, stop by for an evening of 
BBQ and Bluegrass! 

For information or directions, 
phone(408)374-0676. 

Making your list and checking it twice? 
~~A logo merchandise can make your holiday shopping easy! 

We have lots of things to make your friends and family happy 
and show their love of Bluegrass Music ... 

Ball Cap- Black, Embroidered ... ..... .. $15.00 
Ball Cap- White ................. ..... .. .... ...... $8.00 
Bumper Sticker (CBA) ... .. ... ... ... ....... ... $1.00 
Button- Instrument related sayings $1.00 
Bill White Tape .... ..... .... .. ........ .. ...... .... $5.00 
Cookbook ..... .. ..... .. .. .... .. ....... ...... ..... .... $5.00 

20th Anniversary Recording of Father's 
Day Festivals (1-19) 
CD .. ...... .... .... ... .... .... ...................... ... $10.00 
Cassette Tape ... .. .... ..... .......... ...... ....... $4.00 
Coffee Mug: 
I Love Bluegrass .. .... ... .... .. ..... ..... .... ... . $5.00 
20th Anniversary ... .. .... ..... ... ..... ...... .. ... $4.00 
CBA Logo Decal ............. .............. ........ 50¢ 

CBA Member decal .......... .. .. .. ......... .... $0.50 
Golf Shirt: M, L & XL. .... ............. .. .. $20.00 
Golf Shirt XXL ................... ............. $22.00 
Henley Shirt Natural or White L & XL $20.00 
Henley Shirt: Natural or White XXL $22.00 
Baseball Jacket: ...... ...... M, L, & XL $40.00 
Baseball Jacket ................. ... .... XXL $45.00 
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•Baseball Caps •Bumper Stickers •Buttons 
•CBA20thAnniversary Recordings •Coffee mugs 

•CBA Gof Shirts, Henleys, T-shirts, Sweatshirts 
•CBAlogo Jackets and Windbreakers •Drink Coozies 

•Sports Bottles •Visors •Western Ties and more! 
Get your orders in early for Holiday delivery. 

Koozie ......... .. .... ..... .... ..... .. .. .. ........ .. .... ... $2.00 
Leather Tie - Black, Clip-on, 
Assorted bead colors ........... ....... ...... ... .. $15.00 
License Hate Frame ........... .... ................. $2.00 
Sports Bottle: ...... .......... .... ..... ..... Small $2.00 
Sports Bottle ..... .. .... ....... .... Large/32-oz $5.00 
Sweatshirt: S, M, L, & .. ....... ... .............. $20.00 
Sweatshirt ..... ..... .... ..................... XXL $25.00 
Tote Bags ....... ... ........ ..... ..... ..... .... Small $6.00 
Tote Bags ... ... .. ... .. ............... ... ... . Large $10.00 
Thermal Mug: 22-oz . .... .. ... ....... .. .. ...... .... $7.00 
T-Shirt S, M, L & XL .. .... .... ... .. .... .. ..... $12.00 
T-Shirt XXL&:XXXL ...... .. ...... ....... .. $15.00 
Visor- Yellow/Gold Terry Cloth ........ .... $5.00 
Windbreaker. ......... ... .... ... .. M, L & XL $35.00 
Windbreaker .... ..... ... .. ... .... .. .... .... XXL $40.00 

SubTo~ --------------
Shipping: $1.00 through $10.00- add $3.00 

$11.00 and up- add $5.00 

Tar AL ENCLOSED $ 

NAME ______________________________ _ 

ADDRESS ________________________ __ 

CITY ______________________________ __ 

STATE ______ __ ZIP ________________ _ 

PHONE __________________________ __ 

Make checks payable to The California Bluegrass Associa
tion, and mail payment and order blank to: 

California Bluegrass Association Mercantile 
c/o Neale and Irene Evans 

18 Waterfront Court 
Sacramento, CA 95831 

For further information, please call: 
(916) 427-1214 


