
B Section - the bluegrass buzz

Also in the B section...

Brenda interviews Danny Paisley 
  and Jean McCoury
Father's Day Festival photos
The CBA calendar
and many more features, photos and articles

By Sharon Elliott
	 I	 think	 it	 was	 Forrest	 Gump’s	
mama	that	said,	“Life	is	like	a	box	
of	chocolates,	you	never	know	what	

you’re	going	to	get!”	Well,	I	think	
that	 says	 a	 lot	 about	 the	 Kids	 on	
Bluegrass	too,	because	every	year	it’s	
a	guessing	game	about	who	will	be	
returning,	who	will	take	the	week-
end	off	and	who	we	might	meet	for	
the	first	time,	who’s	playing	a	sec-
ond	or	third	instrument	and	who’s	
now	started	to	sing!	Most	years	the	
majority	of	 the	Kids	on	Bluegrass	
are	kids	who	have	been	with	us	for	
many	years	with	always	a	sprinkling	
of	new	kids	but	this	year	was	differ-
ent.	This	year,	the	vast	majority	of	
kids	 turned	 out	 to	 be	 new	 to	 the	
KOB	and	many	came	from	outside	
California.	It’s	a	wonderful	thing	to	
see	so	many	new	kids	join	the	Kids	
on	Bluegrass	but	it’s	really	hard	to	
say	 goodbye	 when	 they	 turn	 18.	
Such	 was	 the	 case	 this	 year	 when	
our	dear	sweet	Angelica	Grim	per-
formed	as	a	“Kid	on	Bluegrass”	for	

the	 last	 time.	 	For	 the	 last	 twelve	
years,	Angelica	has	performed	and	
delighted	audiences	 and	has	 liter-
ally	grown	up	with	Frank	Solivan’s	
Kids	on	Bluegrass	Program	and	the	
bond	 between	 these	 two	 people	
is	 clearly	 seen	 and	 felt	 especially	
when	they	performed	together	last	
year	and	this	year.
	 We	arrived	on	Wednesday	and	
had	 barely	 a	 day	 to	 get	 ready	 for	
the	 first	 rehearsal	 that	 took	 place	
on	 Thursday	 morning.	 Normally	
Frank	Solivan	always	sets	his	camp	
up	inside	the	taped	off	area	that	is	
known	 as	 the	 Kids	 on	 Bluegrass	
rehearsal	area	and	everyone	knows	
just	exactly	where	to	find	him,	but	
this	year	(“life	is	like	a	box	of	choc-
olates,	you	never	know	what	you’re	
gonna	get!”)	Frank	is	no	longer	in	
the	back	of	his	truck	or	a	tent,	he	
now	has	a	trailer	and	can	no	lon-
ger	be	in	the	tent	area	so	he	camps	
on	the	other	side	of	the	ditch	and	
NO	ONE	can	find	him!	So	off	I	go	
to	 the	 front	 gate	 and	 to	 the	CBA	
Headquarters	trailer	to	leave	maps	
to	his	camp	so	that	the	kids	could	
check	in	with	him	to	audition.		
	 As	 10:00	 AM	 draws	 near	 on	
Thursday	 morning,	 I	 slip	 under	
the	 yellow	 tape	 to	 see	 that	Frank,	
Mike	Schwartz	and	Jennifer	Kitch-

By Larry Baker
	 Frank	Solivan	Sr,	continues	his	
dedication	 towards	 the	 best	 pro-
gram	in	the	bluegrass.	His	commit-
ment	 to	working	with	 the	 “KIDS	
ON	 STAGE”	 has	 helped	 many	
kids	 become	 premier	 performers,	
including	his	own	son	Frank	Soli-
van	II	who	will	be	performing	Fri	
&	Sat	with	the	U.S.	Navy	Bluegrass	
Band	Country	Current.	Frank	has	

assembled	 a	 great	 team	 who	 is	
equally	dedicated	to	the	kids.	Steve	
and	 Sharon	 Elliott	 spend	 a	 great	
deal	 of	 their	 festival	 time	 work-
ing	 with	 the	 kids	 insuring	 they	
have	an	opportunity	to	join	in	and	
learn	 our	 wonderful	 music	 while	
having	 instruments	 available	 for	
those	who	do	not	have	their	own.	
Frank	has	others	who	help	during	
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BH:	 I	 know	 everyone	 was	 so	 sad	
when	you	 lost	Bob,	but	you	seem	
to	be	carrying	on.

Dan:		It	took	awhile;	it	was	a	huge	
change.		I	depended	on	him	and	he	
depended	on	me.		All	of	a	sudden	
it	wasn’t	 there	any	more.	 	 I	didn’t	
know	 if	 I	 wanted	 to	 keep	 play-
ing;	 I	had	done	 it	 so	 long.	Before	
Dad	passed	away,	we	talked	at	the	
hospital,	and	he	asked	me	if	I	was	
going	to	keep	playing.		I	said	prob-
ably,	 and	 he	 wanted	 me	 to	 keep	
playing.	 	 After	 he	 passed	 away,	
my	heart	wasn’t	in	it;	it	was	such	a	
change.	My	buddy	wasn’t	there	any	
more,	 to	go	out	and	play	and	not	
have	him	there;	 it	was	depressing.		
But	he	did	his	time	he	enjoyed	life,	
and	I	think	he	would	want	us	to	be	
enjoying	life.		It	took	awhile,	griev-
ing…..Bluegrass	 is	 all	 we’ve	 ever	
did.	The	music’s	changed	over	the	
years,	evolved,		To	us	we	hung	with	
the	 Galax	 sound	 that	 our	 parents	
were	influenced	by.		We’ve	changed	
as	time	goes	on.		That’s	the	type	of	
songs	I	hear	and	that’s	the	songs	I	
sing.	 	 I	 can’t	 sing	 a	modern	blue-
grass	song,	it’s	not	in	me.		

BH:	 	 I	 have	 a	 hard	 time	defining	
things	 other	 than	 traditional	 and	
contemporary.	 	What	is	the	Galax	
sound?

Dan:	 	 There’s	 a	 lot	 of	 that	 real	
hard	driving	beat	to	the	music	and	
the	 banjo	 has	 a	 certain	 lick	 to	 it,	
even	though	it’s	influenced	by	Earl	
Scruggs,	that	is	identified	with	that	
area.		There’s	a	lot	of	old	time	mu-
sic	too.		

BH:		Now	I	think	of	Ralph	Stan-
ley	as	Virginia	bluegrass	–	is	Galax	
close	to	that?

Dan:		It’s	very	close,	a	few	hundred	
miles	away,	but	that	part	of	Virginia	
has	that	Stanley	sound.		They	have	a	
mountain	sound	to	their	music.	It’s	

just	the	influence	of	the	area.		Blue-
grass	 music	 has	 undergone	 a	 big	
change.	 	 Our	 music	 has	 its	 roots,	
its	heritage.		I	think	its	great	for	the	
music	that	we	have	this	broad	spec-
trum	of	styles.	It	makes	for	a	good	
show	and	makes	 for	 individuality.		
If	 everyone	 sounded	 the	 same,	 it	
would	be	a	boring	day.	

BH:		So	the	band	is	still	all	Lundys	
and	Paisleys?

Dan:	 	T.J.	Lundy	plays	the	fiddle,	
his	 brother	 Bob	 plays	 the	 banjo,	
and	my	brother	Michael	plays	the	
bass	with	us	most	of	the	time,	and	
Don	Eldreth’s	Dad	played	the	man-
dolin	in	our	fathers’	band.		So	we’re	
all	family.		Josh	Daniels	plays	guitar	
with	us	and	his	family	played	with	
us.		We	all	have	a	close	bond,	we’re	
not	only	 in	a	band,	we’re	all	close	
friends.	 	We	truly	care	about	each	
other.	 	We	live	within	20	minutes	
of	each	other.		It’s	the	eastern	part	
of	Pennsylvania,	northern	Delaware	
and	Maryland.	Tri-state	area.		A	lot	
of	the	people	moved	into	that	area	
from	Virginia	 for	work.	 	My	Dad	
came	from	North	Carolina	and	his	
family	moved	up	and	brought	the	
music	with	them.		In	our	area,	the	
people	came	from	a	certain	part	of	
North	Carolina.	Close	to	the	bor-
der	is	Galax,	Virginia.		That	area	is	
full	of	people	from	the	South.

In	our	area,	there’s	a	ton	of	music.	
Right	down	the	road	from	us	was	
Ola	 Belle	 Reed,	 one	 of	 the	 great	
songwriters,	a	fantastic	lady.		About	
five	miles	from	my	home	is	a	place	
called	 Sunset	 Park	 and	 Ola	 Belle	
and	 Alex	 Campbell	 played	 there	
every	summer.		We	played	a	lot	of	
folk	festivals	and	concerts	together.	

At	home	we	play	 a	 lot,	 clubs	 and	
fairs.	 	A	band	has	 to	play	a	 lot	 to	
get	 that	good,	 tight	sound	and	be	
relaxed	on	stage.

Ronnie McCoury and Dan Paisley backstage at Grass Valley.
photo: Brenda Hough

By Brenda Hough
	 In	a	music	steeped	in	tradition	
and	passed	on	 from	generation	 to	
generation,	it’s	very	satisfying	to	see	
that	some	of	bluegrass	music’s	first	
generation	 of	 singers	 are	 passing	
on	the	musical	torch	to	their	sons.		
Dan	Paisley	 continues	 to	 lead	 the	
Southern	Grass	band	that	his	father	
started	and	Ron	and	Rob	McCoury	
are	vital	contributors	to	the	sound	
of	 the	Del	McCoury	Band.	 	Both	
bands	 were	 playing	 at	 Grass	 Val-
ley	 this	 year,	 and	 interviews	 with	
Jean	 McCoury	 and	 Dan	 Paisley	
gave	some	insights	into	the	families	
who	are	now	into	their	second	gen-
eration	of	bluegrass	musicians	with	
the	third	generation	already	grow-
ing	up	with	the	music.

Interview with 
Dan Paisley - 
Fathers Day 2007

BH:	 	Southern	Grass	 is	 the	name	
of	your	new	band,	but	you’ve	prob-
ably	been	 in	bluegrass	bands	your	
whole	life.

Dan:	I	started	playing	when	I	was	
14	 with	 Dad	 and	 a	 fellow	 by	 the	
name	 of	 Ted	 Lundy.	 They	 were	
partners	in	a	band	called	Ted	Lun-
dy,	 Bob	 Paisley	 and	 the	 Southern	
Mountain	 Boys.	 	 They	 had	 some	
different	 personnel	 changes	 so	 I	
started	 filling	 in	 playing	 the	 bass	
fiddle	and	then	I	was	switched	over	
to	 rhythm	guitar	 and	 at	 the	 same	
time,	T.J.	Lundy,	the	fiddle	player	
in	 the	 band	 now,	 came	 on	 as	 the	
mandolin	player.		So	we	started	in	
the	 same	 time,	 same	 year	 August,	
I	 can’t	 remember	 the	 year.	 	 We	
played	 together	 in	 that	 band	 un-
til	1979	then	Dad	and	Ted	parted	
ways.	 Dad	 had	 health	 problems,	
Ted	had	some	problems,	and	I	just	
stayed	on	playing	with	Dad.		Been	
playing	ever	since.

BH:	 	 How	 do	 you	 do	 your	 song	
selection?

Dan:	 I	 don’t	 write	 songs.	 	 I	 just	
hear	 one	 and	 I	 like	 it,	 and	 I	 hear	
it	a	different	way	and	I	make	it	my	
song.	I’m	a	free	spirit	sort	of	singer.		
One	day	I’ll	sing	it	one	way,	anoth-
er	day,	another	way,	it’s	just	how	it	
comes	 out.	 I	 hear	 songs	 that	 way	
and	 some	 work	 and	 some	 don’t.		
There’s	one	song	that	is	going	to	be	
on	 the	new	CD,	Convict	 and	 the	
Rose,	 I’ve	 always	 wanted	 to	 do	 it	
and	liked	it.		I	kept	putting	it	back	
in.		Room	Over	Mine	we	redid,	it’s	
one	of	our	most	popular	songs.		A	
gospel	 tune	 called	 the	 Drowning	
Sailor,	Bobby	plays	Sally	Ann	and	
TJ	 plays	 a	 couple	 of	 fiddle	 tunes.		
We	have	a	little	more	to	do.		It	will	
be	on	Rounder	Records.	We	signed	
with	them	about	a	year	and	a	half	
ago.	They’re	an	excellent	label,	and	
our	 fathers	 started	with	 them	and	
did	 four	 or	 five	 CDs	 with	 them.	
Dad	 did	 one	 with	 them	 after	 he	
and	Ted	split.		Then	he	did	his	own	
on	an	independent	label.

BH:		Are	you	doing	this	full	time?

Dan:		This	is	all	I	do.		A	couple	of	
years	 ago	 I	 worked	 part	 time	 for	
Sears	 and	 Roebuck,	 selling	 appli-
ances.	But	it	became	too	much	of	
a	conflict.	It	makes	it	easier	to	play,	
not	 having	 to	 worry	 about	 a	 day	
job.	I	feel	confident	that	people	en-
joy	what	we	do,	and	if	things	don’t	
work	out,	I’ll	just	go	back	and	get	
a	job.

BH:	 	 Sometimes	 the	 label	 will	
make	the	biggest	difference.

Dan:		They	can	promote	it	in	dif-
ferent	circles.		Bluegrass	can	be	the	
music	for	a	lot	of	people	if	its	pro-
moted	right	and	not	in	the	standard	
bluegrass	way.		If	you	only	play	for	
bluegrass	 lovers,	 your	 audience	 is	
going	to	get	pretty	stagnant.	I	like	
playing	 different	 venues,	 different	
kinds	of	music	festivals.

Back	 home	 there’s	 bluegrass	 festi-
vals	 every	 weekend	 from	 May	 to	
October	and	if	you	wanted	to,	you	
wouldn’t	 have	 to	 leave	 100	 miles	
from	 home.	 	 There’s	 parks,	 you	
can	stay	busy	there.	We’ve	got	stuff	
booked	up	two	summers	from	now,	
but	in	the	wintertime,	you	can	get	
us	in	a	month.		That’s	bluegrass!

In	 the	 wintertime,	 we	 do	 associa-
tion	concerts,	little	tours,	at	home	
we	 have	 clubs.	 	 You	 have	 to	 play	
regularly.

This	is	our	first	CBA	Grass	Valley,	
we’ve	 played	 Wolf	 Mountain	 out	
here	before.	 	This	year	 they	called	
well	in	advance,	it	worked	out	well.		
Peter	Thompson	helped	us.

BH:		You	need	4	or	5	concerts	now	
to	come	out	to	the	west	coast.

Dan:		You	have	to	with	the	price	of	
airfares	and	gasoline.	I	was	very	im-

pressed	with	the	Black	Oak	Casino.		
A	 venue	 like	 that	 you	 are	 playing	
for	 someone	who	has	never	heard	
bluegrass	before.	The	audience	can	
go	and	have	a	nice	meal	and	listen	to	
music,	and	leave	some	money	there	
for	 the	 casino	 folks.	 	 Back	 home,	
the	Longwood	Gardens,	owned	by	
the	 DuPont	 family,	 they’ve	 really	
taken	 a	 liking	 to	 bluegrass	 music,	
and	they	run	a	series	and	they	have	
water	fountains	going	while	you’re	
playing.		It’s	a	tourist	crowd	and	it’s	
fun,	and	there’s	people	from	all	over	
the	world.		We	start	off	playing	and	
feel	what	people	like,	and	you	play	
something	they	know	like	“Rolling	
In	 My	 Sweet	 Baby’s	 Arms.”	 Ken	
Irwin	 at	 Rounder	 has	 been	 help-
ful,	and	he	has	some	great	ideas	so	
you’re	not	 just	 thinking	your	way.		
He’ll	have	song	selections	for	us	to	
listen	 to,	and	he’ll	 tell	us	 to	 try	 it	
like	this	and	it	works.	But	you	still	
keep	it	your	music.

BH:		Did	your	Dad	have	guidelines	
for	his	“bluegrass?”

Dan:	 	 Well,	 you	 could	 play	 what	
you	 wanted,	 but	 you	 couldn’t	 go	
past	this	little	step.	He	had	a	look	
when	you	did	something	he	didn’t	
like.	He	was	a	true	people	person.	
He	didn’t	have	 to	say	a	word,	but	
you	knew	it	was	a	little	too	far.		Play	
the	melody,	don’t	go	overboard	and	
play	a	lot	of	fancy	licks.	

BH:	 Did	 he	 have	 a	 formula	 for	
songs	in	a	show?

He	 wanted	 to	 start	 off	 a	 set	 with	
a	bang	and	end	with	a	bang.	 	He	
liked	a	lot	of	the	old	country	songs,	
he’d	have	a	warehouse	of	old	songs	
and	 he	 would	 start	 singing	 some	
just	out	of	his	head.		Even	right	up	
to	the	very	end.		There	was	a	song	
from	 Bill	 Anderson	 called	 “Cer-
tain”	that	he	remembered.		

BH:		Was	he	a	career	musician?

Dan:	Dad	left	his	job	in	1976.		He	
was	 a	 chemist.	 	 Arthritis	 was	 get-
ting	 to	 him.	 He	 had	 an	 artificial	
hip,	and	he	got	a	bad	bone	 infec-
tion,	and	he	refused	to	let	them	put	
another	 one	 in.	 	 He	 built	 up	 his	
muscles	 again	 and	 then	didn’t	use	
his	leg	brace.		He	was	as	strong	as	
a	horse.		His	leg	and	hip	went	out	
sideways.		As	soon	as	he	went	out	
and	started	singing,	he	was	feeling	
good.		

Our	 fathers	 taught	 us	 about	 the	
music.	 	Out	of	respect,	we	started	
playing	with	them.	We	love	it	too,	
it’s	 part	 of	 your	 soul.	 	 It’s	 part	 of	
you	after	you’re	brought	up	listen-
ing	to	it.		Your	heritage.		

My	 opinion	 is	 if	 you	 play	 music,	
and	you	love	it,	God	bless	them	no	
matter	 what	 it	 is.	 	 I	 have	 a	 seven	
year	old	son,	and	Ryan	has	a	banjo,	
fiddle,	guitar,	mandolin.		Everyone	
of		the	guys	in	the	band	have	given	
him	one	and	now	he	has	a	half	size	
bass	 fiddle.	 His	 main	 thing,	 he	
loves	Bill	Monroe	and	Jimmy	Mar-

Bluegrass family dynasties - the McCourys and Paisleys
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tin	and	he	loves	to	sing.	He	knows	
the	words	to	all	our	songs,	and	he	
sits	 there	 in	 the	car,	 singing	away.		
He’s	exposed	to	all	sorts	of	music.		
My	 mother’s	 father	 was	 an	 Irish	
fiddler,	and	he	loves	that	too.		He	
knows	enough	to	be	dangerous	on	
each	one.		He’s	settled	on	the	man-
dolin	for	now,	but	I	know	he	wants	
to	be	a	singer.		He	does	a	good	job	
for	his	age.		I’ll	take	him	along	with	
me	 to	 festivals	 at	 home,	 and	 he’ll	

get	up	on	stage.		I’ll	tell	him	to	stay	
out	of	the	way,	but	he’ll	be	in	front	
of	the	stage	by	the	microphone.

BH:	 	 It	 sounds	 like	 the	 Paisley	
sound	 will	 continue	 for	 another	
generation.		Thank	you	very	much,	
and	we’ll	look	forward	to	the	new	
Rounder	release.

Interview with 
Jean McCoury - 
Fathers Day  2007

While	Del	McCoury	and	his	sons	
capture	the	audience’s	attention	on	
stage,	 Jean	 McCoury	 travels	 with	
the	band	and	runs	the	merchandis-
ing	table	and	helps	make	the	busi-
ness	 arrangements	 for	 this	 family	
enterprise.

BH:		It	must	be	hard	to	do	all	the	
traveling,	 and	 bands	 sometimes	
have	to	fly	through	the	night….Do	
you	do	all	the	travel	arrangements?

Jean:	 That’s	 too	 rough	 (to	 fly	 late	
at	night).		You	really	don’t	have	to	
do	that.	I	do	most	of	the	flight	ar-
rangements	unless	it’s	overseas.		We	
have	a	travel	agent	to	do	that.	On	

most	 of	 the	 regular	 trips,	 I	 do	 it.		
Del	and	I	decide	where	we	are	fly-
ing	into	and	how	much	we	have	to	
drive	once	we	get	there.	

BH:	 	You	 could	 be	 a	 travel	 agent	
by	now.		How	many	thousands	of	
miles	 have	 you	 traveled	 over	 the	
years?

Jean:	This	time	we	flew	four	differ-
ent	times.		We	left	the	7th.	When	
we’re	out	here,	we	have	to	fly.

BH:	What	 about	 your	 own	back-
ground?	 There’s	 always	 somebody	
that	 is	 behind	 the	 scenes	 that	 we	
don’t	always	get	to	hear	about.

Jean:	 I	 do	 all	 the	 work.	 	 Fifteen	
years	 ago	 I	 started	 to	 go	with	my	
husband.		We	have	a	record	compa-
ny	too,	so	when	we’re	home	there’s	
always	work	 too.	 	 I’m	out	here	 to	
help	him	along	and	the	boys	so	it’s	
fun	being	out	here	with	 the	boys.	
I	spend	a	lot	of	time	with	them.	I	
spend	more	time	with	them	than	I	
do	with	my	grandchildren	or	with	
my	 daughters-in-law	 or	 even	 my	
daughter.	 We	 have	 a	 daughter	 at	
home	too.	

BH:	 	 I	 was	 really	 fascinated	 with	
the	photos	in	the	album,	The	Com-
pany	We	Keep.		Del	writes	that	the	
wives	 are	 the	 “true	 power	 behind	
the	 throne”	 and	 that	 the	 Com-
pany	 they	 keep	 will	 be	 passed	 on	
to	 the	 grandchildren	 on	 the	 back	
cover.		(There	are	now	6	McCoury	
grandchildren.	 	 Ronnie	 and	 Alli-
son	have	Evan,	Joshua	and	Emma.		
Rob	 and	 Lisa	 have	 two	 children,	
Monroe	and	a	baby	boy.		Rhonda	
McCoury,	Jean	and	Del’s	daughter,	
has	a	son,	Jacob.)

Jean:	 	We	 have	 six	 grandchildren.		
We	have	a	new	baby.		Rob	and	his	
wife	have	a	baby	boy	and	actually	
his	name	is	Del.		He’s	nine	months	
old.		He’s	not	on	here	(album	pic-
ture)	but	the	other	five	are.	Ronnie	
has	three	children,	Rob’s	little	girl	is	
4	and	a	half	and	Ronnie’s	little	girl	
just	turned	4.	Ronnie’s	oldest	son	is	
9	and	his	next	son	is	seven,	and	our	
oldest	grandson	is	Jacob	who	is	13	
½.		This	is	our	daughter’s	son.	He’s	
the	 oldest	 and	 it	 goes	 from	 13	 ½	
down	to	9	months.	

BH:		That’s	quite	a	houseful.

Jean:	 	 Oh	 yes,	 whenever	 we	 get	
together.		We	will	get	together	for	
Father’s	 Day	 this	 week	 probably	
when	everyone’s	in	town.

BH:	 	 So	 everyone	 lives	 in	 Nash-
ville?

Jean:	 We	 all	 live	 pretty	 close	 to-
gether.	They	all	love	music.

BH:		So	you	see	the	third	genera-
tion	of	singers	coming	up?

Jean:	 Emma	 knows	 all	 the	 words	
to	 the	 new	 gospel	 CD.	 	 Ronnie	
just	 finished	 a	 children’s	 album,	
and	she	knows	the	songs.		I	always	

tell	 them	 that	 she’s	 going	 to	 be	
the	singer.	The	boys	–	Jacob	takes	
acoustic	and	electric	guitar	lessons,	
Ronnie’s	oldest	son	has	an	upright	
bass	and	he’s	taking	piano	and	Josh	
has	a	mandolin.		I	don’t	think	he’s	
done	too	much	with	that	yet.	

BH:		When	the	boys	were	growing	
up,	were	they	doing	a	 lot	of	play-
ing?

Jean:	 	 No,	 they	 started	 when	
they	were	 ten	or	 eleven	years	 old.	

They’ve	done	really	well.

BH:		What	about	your	own	back-
ground?		Did	you	grow	up	in	a	mu-
sical	family	too?

Jean:	My	grandpa	played	fiddle	and	
I	had	a	couple	of	aunts	and	uncles	
that	 played	 guitar.	 But	 my	 Dad	
never	 played	 anything	 and	 at	 one	
time	I	was	learning	the	bass	when	
Ronnie	was	a	year	old	and	Rhonda	
was	three.	But	I	laid	that	down	be-
cause	 I	 couldn’t	 keep	up	with	 the	
housework	and	babies.	 	 I	 couldn’t	
do	what	I	needed	to	do	and	learn	
the	bass.	

I	 leave	 the	 music	 to	 them.	 	 (Un-
til	 they	 started	 playing,)	 they	 did	
things	that	boys	do.	 	Baseball	and	
fishing.	 Rob	 always	 liked	 to	 fish	
and	Ron	was	into	baseball	when	he	
was	little.

BH:	 	You	 were	 living	 in	 Pennsyl-
vania	 then,	or	was	 that	when	you	
were	in	California?

Jean:	 We	 lived	 for	 six	 months	 in	
California	 just	 after	 we	 got	 mar-
ried,	but	then	we	went	back	home	
because	 I	 got	 homesick.	 I’d	 never	
been	 away	 from	 home.	 	 Del	 had,	
because	 he	 had	 traveled,	 and	 he	
didn’t	mind	it	as	much	as	I	did.	We	
were	in	Downey	for	six	months.

Home	is	still	Pennsylvania;	we	still	
have	 our	 house	 there.	 	 We	 were	
from	York	County,	but	we	moved	
to	Nashville	15	years	ago.		We	still	

go	home	a	couple	of	times	a	year.	
BH:	 	 Did	 you	 meet	 in	 a	 musical	
context?

Jean:		He	was	playing	music	when	
I	met	him.		My	uncle	played	in	the	
same	 band	 he	 was	 in	 and	 I	 went	
with	 my	 uncle	 to	 his	 show	 and	
that’s	how	I	met	Del	back	in	1960.		
He	 was	 with	 another	 band	 called	
Keith	Daniels.	 	He	played	 in	 that	
band	for	a	few	years.

BH:	Tell	me	about	your	new	record	
company.

Jean:	 Larry	 Sparks	 is	 the	 newest	
person	we’ve	signed	after	the	band	
recorded	 three	 albums.	 We	 have	
management,	 and	we	 also	 just	 re-
corded	 a	 new	 album	 for	 Ronnie.		
His	new	album	on	McCoury	mu-
sic	comes	out	in	August.		We	also	
did	 a	bluegrass	 album	with	Merle	
Haggard.	He	got	musicians	out	of	
Nashville	 and	 he	 wanted	 to	 do	 a	
bluegrass	album.	He	still	is	singing	
really	good.		So	that’s	where	the	re-

cord	company	stands.

BH:		So	are	Ronnie	and	Rob	doing	
the	producing?

Jean:	Ronnie	usually	produces	the	
album	for	the	Del	McCoury	band.		
He	 likes	 to	do	that.	 	They	usually	
have	a	say	in	what	we	will	do	next.		
This	 will	 go	 down	 from	 Del	 to	
them,	our	children	and	grandchil-
dren.		The	boys	will	carry	on.

BH:	 	 I	 remember	 reading	 some-

where	about	Jean’s	cooking.	So	you	
must	have	 specialties	 if	people	are	
mentioning	it.

Jean:	 	 I	 like	 to	 cook.	 	 When	 we	
all	 get	 together,	 they	 always	 like	
Mom’s	 cooking.	We	mostly	 eat	 at	
home	because	we	eat	out	so	much	
(on	the	road).	Rob	likes	cube	steak	
and	gravy	or	pork	chops.		Ron	and	
Del	will	eat	almost	anything.		Del’s	
not	a	picky	eater.	The	grandkids	are	
picky	with	what	they	eat	though.

BH:		Your	daughter	–	she’s	not	in-
volved	with	the	music?

Jean:	 	 No	 she	 did	 work	 for	 Bill-
board	magazine	down	in	town,	but	
then	she	left	that	job	two	years	ago.		
She	worked	there	for	five	years	but	
she	 left	 that	 because	 of	 the	 drive	
she	had	everyday.	She	went	to	work	
for	the	school	district.		She’s	a	clerk	
in	the	school	that	her	son	goes	to.		
She	 takes	him	 to	 school	 and	 they	
come	 back	 together.	 Right	 now	
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they’re	out	of	school.		They	get	out	
the	 end	 of	 May	 and	 go	 back	 the	
middle	of	August.	

BH:	 It’s	 probably	 hot	 back	 there	
now,	 so	 this	 heat	 in	 California	
must	be	better	without	the	humid-
ity.	I’ve	been	amazed	that	Del	and	
the	band	still	wear	their	suits	in	this	
hot	weather.

Jean:	 	 They	 don’t	 take	 those	 off.		
For	 them	 to	 take	 those	 coats	 off,	
it	has	to	be	to	be	really,	really	hot.		
It’s	been	only	a	few	times	that	I’ve	
seen	that.	

BH:		I	hope	you	don’t	have	to	iron	
all	of	those	shirts!

Jean:	 	 I	 do	 wash	 and	 iron	 Del’s	
and	there’s	a	couple	that	I	send	to	
the	cleaners.		He’d	rather	have	me	
wash	 and	 iron	 them;	he	 says	 they	
feel	better.		They	like	to	dress.		The	
grandchildren	know	when	they	go	
to	the	Opry	that	they	need	to	dress	
up.	 They	 see	 this,	 and	 Ronnie’s	
little	 boy	 wears	 a	 suit	 and	 a	 tie.	
They	want	 to	dress	up	when	 they	
go	 to	 the	 Opry,	 and	 that’s	 good!		
You	 know	 the	 dressing	 up	 is	 part	
of	it.	Del’s	always	dressed;	he	never	
wears	jeans	and	a	shirt	to	play.	To	
get	on	 stage,	you	always	dress	up.		
He	played	with	Bill	Monroe	and	he	
always	 dressed	 in	 suits,	 shirts	 and	
ties.		But	look	at	the	bands	today.	
He	likes	clothes.
	 I	 shop	 for	 the	 clothes,	 and	
he’ll	always	pair	up	shirts	and	ties.		
Sometimes	he	will	 take	my	advice	
and	other	times	he	will	pick	what	
he	wants.		When	he	gets	something	
new,	he	can’t	stand	it,	he	has	to	wear	
it	right	away.		He’s		start	pairing	up	
a	shirt	and	tie	right	away.		He’s	got	
a	big	closet	and	he	has	more	clothes	
than	I	have.		

BH:		So	how	many	days	a	year	are	
you	out?

Jean:	 They	 probably	 play	 150	
days	 but	 that’s	 not	 counting	 the	
days	we’re	out.		Even	when	they’re	
home,	 they’re	 busy	 in	 the	 studio.		
We	 try	 to	 take	 the	month	of	De-
cember	off.		A	lot	of	times	the	boys	
are	 doing	 sessions	 at	 home.	 	 We	
don’t	have	a	lot	of	free	time.

BH:	Do	you	have	a	chance	to	see	
places	when	you’re	on	the	road?

Jean:	 	 No	 we	 don’t	 see	 anything.		
You	come	in	and	do	the	show	and	
then	you	 leave	because	 you’ve	 got	
to	be	somewhere	else	the	next	day.	
So	 that’s	 the	 way	 that	 goes.	 I’ve	
been	going	on	the	road	for	15	years	
since	we	moved	to	Nashville.	I	take	
care	 of	 the	merchandise	 and	keep	
things	ordered	in.		It’s	a	job!		Our	
company	is	in	the	house.
	 I	 think	 being	 with	 the	 boys	
keeps	Del	going.		You	can	tell	he’s	
having	 fun.	 	He	has	a	 radio	 show	
he	does	every	week	on	Sirius	radio.		
He’ll	listen	to	songs	to	see	what	he’s	
going	 to	 do	 for	 the	 show.	 	When	

he’s	gone,	he’s	got	to	tape	a	couple	
of	shows	ahead	of	time.	

BH:	 	 (Del	 joins	 us	 and	 Jean	 has	
to	 depart)	 Thank	 you	 very	 much.		
We’ve	enjoyed	having	you	out	here	
again	at	Grass	Valley.

Ronnie McCoury:  
Little Mo’ McCoury
McCoury	Music
PO	Box	625
Goodlettsville,	TN	37070
©2007
www.mccourymusic.com

Song list:  Man Gave Names to 
All The Animals, You’ve Got A 
Friend In Me, This Land Is Your 
Land, Monkey and the Engi-
neer, Barefoot Nellie, My Friend 
My Guitar, The Big Rock Candy 
Mountain, I’ve Been Working 
on the Railroad, Mama’s Blues, 
Goin’ Ape, Teddy Bear’s Picnic, 
This Old Man, Jimmy Brown 
the Newsboy, The Fox, He’s Got 
The Whole World In His Hands, 
Twinkle Twinkle Little Star.		

	 Ronnie	 McCoury	 has	 fond	
memories	of	going	to	bluegrass	fes-
tivals	as	a	child	and	learning	songs	
with	his	family.		Now	as	a	member	
of	the	famed	Del	McCoury	Band,	
he	isn’t	always	able	to	take	his	own	
family	 to	 festivals	 so	 he	 has	 gath-
ered	 a	 fine	 collection	 of	 bouncy	
and	delightful	songs	done	bluegrass	
style	for	the	enjoyment	of	children	
and	 their	 families	 everywhere.		
With	songs	as	wide-ranging	as	Bob	
Dylan’s	 “Man	Gave	Names	 to	All	
the	 Animals”	 and	 Earl	 Scruggs’	
“Mama	 Blues”	 with	 the	 banjo	
“saying	 the	 words,”	 the	 album	 is	
a	 non-stop	 romp.	 	 The	 McCoury	
grandchildren	introduce	each	song	
and	their	giggles	and	voices	add	a	
whimsical	 invitation	 for	 everyone	
to	 join	 in	 and	 sing	 –	 in	 fact	 this	
CD	 may	 never	 leave	 your	 player	
as	 you	 sing	 through	 the	 popular	
folk	 tunes	 “This	Old	Man,”	 “This	
Land	Is	Your	Land,”	and	“I’ve	Been	
Working	on	the	Railroad.”
	 Ronnie’s	 mandolin	 and	 guitar	
playing	 are	 always	 welcome	 addi-
tions	 to	 any	 of	 the	 band’s	 songs,	
and	he	weaves	tasteful	melodic	riffs	
amongst	the	songs	and	teaches	the	
guitar	 G-run	 on	 the	 “My	 Friend	
The	Guitar”	which	he	wrote	with	
his	 wife	 Allison.	 	 Rob	 McCoury’s	
banjo	 playing	 highlights	 Earl’s	
song,	and	Jason	Carter’s	fiddle	pro-
vides	the	right	amount	of	sparkling	
accompaniment.		But	it’s	the	vocals	
that	are	front	and	center	on	the	al-
bum	and	Ron’s	voice	has	 the	Mc-
Coury	bluegrass	edge	with	a	play-
ful	delight	in	the	lyrics.	Del	is	here	
with	harmony	vocals,	but	the	show	
is	all	Ronnie.	Adding	to	the	fun	is	
the	album	cover	with	a	drawing	of	
a	group	of	children	listening	to	the	
band	drawn	with	very	elaborate	El-
vis-pompadours!		As	Ronnie	says	in	
the	liner	notes,	“I	may	be	the	next	
Barney!”		

Dan Paisley and The 
Southern Grass: 
The Tradition 
Continues
125	Preston	Lane
Clayton,	DE	19938
©2007
www.SouthernGrass.net

Song list:  Won’t You Think of Me, 
I’m Longing For A Love I’ll Never 
Know, Banjo Boy Chimes, Banjo 
Boy Chimes, Leaves Mustn’t Fall, 
My Old Kentucky Home, A Few 
More Seasons, Flatwoods, Old 
Hickory Cane, Blackmail Your 
Heart, I’ll Break Out, Sweeping 
Through The Gates, Amandalina, 
Heavenly Lights Shining Over 
Me.

	 The	 Paisley	 and	 Lundy	 fami-
lies	have	been	singing	and	playing	
bluegrass	 music	 ever	 since	 their	
families	moved	to	the	Tri-state	area	
of	 Pennsylvania,	 Maryland	 and	
Delaware	 from	 the	 south.	 	 Their	
Galax	 style	 of	 playing	 features	
those	 time-honored	 foundations	
of	bluegrass:		hard-driving	rhythm	
and	top	notch	instrumentals,	tight	
blended	 vocal	 harmonies	 and	 a	
heavy	 dose	 of	 heartfelt	 emotion	
that	jumps	off	the	record	and	into	
the	 listener’s	heart	 and	 soul.	 	Bob	
Paisley	and	Ted	Lundy	formed	the	
Southern	 Mountain	 Boys	 in	 the	
sixties	 and	 sons	 Dan	 Paisley	 and	
T.J.	Lundy	later	joined	the	band.
	 Dan	 has	 reformed	 Southern	
Grass	 after	 Bob’s	 passing	 and	 the	
new	band	is	composed	of	Dan	on	
guitar	 and	 vocals,	 T.J.	 Lundy	 on	
fiddle,	Michael	Paisley	on	bass,	Bob	
Lundy	 on	 banjo	 and	 vocals	 and	
Donnie	Eldreth	on	mandolin	and	
vocals.		Donnie	is	the	son	of	one	of	
the	early	band	members.		“The	Tra-
dition	 Continues”	 title	 says	 it	 all:		
this	 band	 holds	 on	 to	 the	 strong	
instrumental	 and	 vocal	 mastery	
and	pumps	out	some	hard-driving,	
soulful	 bluegrass.	 	 The	 opening	
“Won’t	You	Think	of	Me”	has	Dan’s	
soulful	voice	pushing	the	path	for	
the	strong	pulsing	banjo,	fiddle	and	
mandolin.	Dan’s	 voice	 soars	 again	
on	the	Stephen	Foster	classic,	“Old	
Kentucky	Home.”	 	Dan,	Bob	and	
Donnie	 sing	 powerful	 vocal	 trios	
and	 their	 voices	 blend	 on	 the	 old	
time	 gospel	 “Sweeping	 Through	
The	 Gates”	 and	 the	 live	 show	 re-
cording	of	“Heavenly	Lights	Shin-
ing	 Over	 Me”	 with	 Bob.	 	 Sonny	
Osborne’s	 “Banjo	 Boy	 Chimes”	
instrumental	 has	 Bobby	 punch-
ing	 out	 some	 high-powered	 notes	
followed	 with	 harmonic	 chimes	
on	 the	 banjo.	 	 Donnie	 plays	 the	
Herschel	Sizemore	mandolin	 tune	
“Amandalina”	 and	T.J.	 is	 featured	
on	 the	 fiddle	 tune	 “Flatwoods”	
played	in	the	Galax,	Virginia	tradi-
tional	style	that	was	handed	down	
from	Grandfather	Emmitt	Lundy.		
If	 you	 long	 for	 the	good	old	days	
sound	of	traditional	bluegrass,	you	
will	need	to	look	no	further	–	this	
band	continues	the	tradition!

By Ingrid Noyes
	 Another	year	at	the	CBA	Music	
Camp	has	come	and	gone,	and	by	
all	accounts,	it	was	once	again	“the	
best	 camp	 ever!”	 We	 will	 let	 the	
students	attest	to	this	in	their	own	
words:

“Best	camp	I’ve	ever	been	to,	and	
I’ve	been	to	a	lot!”
“Best	part	of	camp?	I	can’t	pick	
any	one	part,	 it	was	ALL	great.	
On	a	scale	of	1	to	10,	I	was	hop-
ing	 for	 a	 6	 or	 7	 and	 got	 a	 20!	
You	and	all	your	teachers	are	first	
rate.”
“Everyone	is	friendly	and	makes	
you	 feel	welcome	 and	part	 of	 a	
big	family.”
“Tall	 ponderosas,	 great	 people,	
well	organized	program,	patient	
and	 enthusiastic	 teachers,	 won-
derful	food!”
“Thanks	 so	 much	 for	 an	 abso-
lutely	 fabulous	 experience.	 I’m	
not	 sure	 when	 I’ve	 been	 at	 a	
similar	event	that	was	so	well	or-
ganized,	 enjoyable,	 instructive,	
and	 worthwhile.	 You	 and	 your	
staff	are	terrific!”
“I	 loved	 the	 teachers.	 What	 an	
amazing	 assembly	 of	 talent	 and	
passion	 for	 music.	 I	 am	 deeply	
inspired.”
“The	 best	 part	 of	 camp	 is	 the	
quality	 and	 sincerity	 of	 the	 in-
structors.	 Their	 openness	 and	
love	 of	 music	 and	 appreciation	
of	students	was	obvious.”
“I	 loved	the	instruction—it	was	
exactly	what	I	needed	and	want-
ed.	 Wonderful,	 clear	 guidance.	
Fun,	 easy-going,	 but	 organized	
teaching.	I	got	SO	much	out	of	
it!”
	“Best	parts	of	camp	are	the	slow	
jam,	 three-hour	 lessons	 with	
fabulous	 teacher,	 and	 enthusi-
astic	 students!	 I	 love	 the	 quiet,	
small-town	atmosphere.	And	it’s	
inspiring	to	see	how	much	devo-
tion	the	volunteers	bring	to	fos-
tering	 the	 camp	 spirit	 of	 music	
and	community.”
“The	 instructors	 were	 fabulous,	
helpful,	 encouraging,	 patient,	
and	 professional!	 The	 students	
were	also	great.	I	had	a	wonder-
ful	time!”
	 “The	 staff	 concert	 is	 awesome,	
the	 instructors	 are	 fantastic,	

everyone	 is	 friendly!	 So	 much	
information,	 inspiration,	 and	
fun!”
“The	staff	concert	is	the	best	eve-
ning	of	music	you	hear	all	week,	
including	 the	 headliners	 at	 the	
festival!”
“I	 really	 enjoyed	 the	 staff	 con-
cert.	 The	 performers	 take	 risks	
and	 perform	 things	 they	 might	
not	do	for	a	more	general	audi-
ence,	and	this	lets	magic	happen.	
It’s	a	privilege	to	be	able	to	hear	
it.”
“Old	friends,	new	friends,	multi-
ple	opportunities	to	jam,	superb	
instructors.	 The	 staff	 concert	
alone	 is	 worth	 the	 price	 of	 ad-
mission,	and	the	contra	dancing	
is	just	about	the	most	fun	in	the	
world!”
	 “The	 camp	 was	 extremely	 well	
organized,	but	in	a	relaxed,	com-
fortable	way.	My	 instructor	was	
excellent!”
“A	 very	 warm,	 open,	 and	 sup-
portive	 positive	 environment,	
with	 an	 impressive	 calendar	 of	
events.	Wonderful	mix	of	choice	
for	elective	classes,	and	extremely	
informative	to	the	novice.”
	(from	the	mother	of	an	11-year-
old	camper):
“The	 way	 that	 our	 neighbor	
campers	 befriended,	 supported,	
and	 encouraged	 our	 daugh-
ter	 was	 heartwarming.	 Watch-
ing	 her	 sing	 with	 them,	 in	 the	
camplight,	 songs	 that	 she	knew	
and	songs	that	my	father	sang	to	
me	when	I	was	young,	is	some-
thing	I	will	never	forget.	I	would	
say	 that,	 as	 a	 whole,	 all	 of	 the	
campers	we	met,	young	and	old,	
showed	these	same	qualities,	so	I	
would	have	to	agree	that	the	oth-
er	campers,	indeed,	were	one	of	
the	best	things	about	camp.	Per-
sonally,	I	would	have	to	include	
the	staff	in	there,	 too—they	are	
always	truly	amazing!”
	 “I’m	 so	 glad	 you	do	 this	 every	
year!”

	 What	more	can	we	say?	To	all	of	
you	who	have	been	coming,	thanks	
for	 helping	 create	 the	 warm	 and	
fun	 atmosphere	 that	 the	 camp	 is	
known	for.	And	if	you	haven’t	yet	
been	 to	 this	 camp,	 hope	 you	 can	
make	it	next	year!
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CBA Music Camp culminates in the big student concert.
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CBA’s 2006 IBMA Fund-raiser Drawing
You can win one -- or all five (start your own band!)

Martin D-18V Guitar
Deering Maple Blossom Banjo
Collings "MT" A-Mandolin
Bluegrass Fiddle
Cremona Upright Bass

Name____________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________

City ___________________ State ________ Zip______________

Phone _________________ E-mail __________________________
Send your donations, payable to the California Bluegrass Association 

(CBA) along with a self-addressed, stamped envelope to: 
Tickets, 177 Stoney Hill Drive, Folsom, Ca 95630.

Drawings to be held during the CBA Fall Campout, Election and General 
Meeting In October at the Colusa County Fairgrounds in Colusa, CA.

Need not be present to win.

___ 1 ticket $5
___ 6 tickets $25
___ 14 tickets $50
___ 21 tickets $75
___ 30 tickets $100

Total $__________

DRAWING TICKET ORDER FORM
Please send me the following tickets for the CBA Fund-raiser draw-

ings.  Tickets can be purchased for more than one instrument on multiple 
ticket purchases. (Please check box by instrument name)

Martin D-18V (Vintage) Guitar
Unique mother of pearl inlay on the neck 
“California Bluegrass Association 2006”
•Mahogany Blocks/Dovetail Neck Joint
•Body Size -- D-14 Fret
•Top -- Solid Sitka Spruce with Old Style 18 

Rosette
•Scalloped 5/16’’ top braces
•Solid Genuine Mahogany back with Style 18 

purfling
•Solid Genuine Mahogany 
•Solid/6 String No Diamond/Square Taper 

head stock
•Solid East Indian Rosewood /Large Old Style 

Logo heel stock
•Solid Black Ebony heel cap and fingerboard
Suggested retail price (MSRP) -- $3,500.00

Deering “Maple Blossom” Banjo
•Sand Cast Virgin Bell Bronze Tone Ring
•Curly maple resonator stained dark walnut with 

a high gloss finish.  Binding is white with con-
tracting black lines

•Curly rock maple neck stained dark walnut 
neck with Ebony fingerboard, white with 
black/white stripe.

•Flower motif inlays of Mother of Pearl on the 
fingerboard

•Deering banner and flower motif on the peg-
head

•Two way adjustable truss rod
Suggested retail price (MSRP) -- $3,485.00

Collings “MT” A-model Mandolin
•Fully carved top and back crafted with a 
seasoned select spruce top and maple back and 
sides with tone bars. 
•Radiused fingerboard extends to the 22nd fret 
with a graceful extension that compliments the 
headstock.
•Adjustable Collings custom made ebony bridge 
•Mother-of-pearl Collings logo adorns the 
headstock fitted with Gotoh tuners. 
•Matte finish with classic sunburst, single-bound 
top with tortoise binding. 
•Collings custom one-piece tailpiece.
Suggested retail price (MSRP) -- $2,100.00

“Hot Bluegrass Fiddle”

A great sounding laquered Strad 
copy fiddle with a highly flamed finish, 
donated by the 5th String Music Store 
Sacramento from their extensive stock 
of acoustic instruments.
Several fiddlers who have played this 
instrument find it has an outstanding 
tone!

Cremona Upright Bass

A beautiful Cremona acoustic bass 
donated by the 5th String Music Store 
Sacramento.
You have only to play this beauty to 
realize what a great instrument it is.

Suggested retail price (MSRP) -- $1,000.00

Suggested retail price (MSRP) -- $1,600.00

5th String Music Store
Alhambra & J Street
Sacramento, California

5th String Music Store
Alhambra & J Street
Sacramento, California

2007

Paris Swing MS-120 Mandolin
The Django-inspired Nuages Mandolin features a 
smaller, oval soundhole which gives the mandolin 
a brighter tone. The peghead is made from ebony, 
with product designer Greg Rich's distinctive 
Paris Swing logo in white pearl and gold leaf, 
and a stylized abalone/M.O.P. "Tour Eiffel" inlay. 
The mandolin features select, solid AAA flamed 
maple back and sides, a flamed maple neck and 
a solid sitka spruce top. This model is bound with 
tortoise-shell and has a natural finish. 

Suggested retail price (MSRP) - $800.00

Martin HD28 V (Vintage) guitar
* Unique Mother of Pearl Inlay on the Neck That     
 Reads "CBA Grass Valley 2007"
* Classic Dreadnaught Bluegrass Guitar Shape
* Mahogany Blocks/Dovetail Neck Joint
* Body Size D-14 Fret (20 Actual Frets)
* Standard X Scalloped Bracing, Forward   
 Shifted
* Solid Sitka Spruce Top Bracing
* Solid East Indian Rosewood Back and Sides
* Solid Sitka Spruce Top
* Bold Herringbone Top Inlay
* Modified V Neck Shape

Suggested retail price (MSRP) - $4000.00

Suggested retail price (MSRP) - $3,838.00

Suggested retail price (MSRP) - $1800.00

Martin HD-28V Guitar
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By Bruce Campbell
	 I	 have	often	written	 about	 the	
easy	camaraderie	of	jammers	gath-
ered	 around	 a	 campfire,	 and	 the	
image	was	vivid	in	my	mind.	 	Al-
most	 every	 memorable	 camping	
trip	I’ve	ever	had	 included	friends	
and	 family	 gathered	 around	 the	
campfire,	either	standing	or	sitting	
in	 the	 circle	 of	 light	 and	 warmth	
created	by	the	blaze.
	 Activities	 included	 singing,	
playing,	 talking	 and	 sometimes,	
just	 staring	 into	 the	 coals	 or	 the	
flames.	 	 It’s	 a	 universal,	 primal,	
shared	fascination,	isn’t	it?		I’m	sure	
it	exists	simply	because	in	the	days	
before	 electricity	 (maybe	 even	 be-
fore	houses),	if	you	stayed	up	after	
dark,	 you	 had	 to	 hang	 around	 a	
campfire.	 	 It	 felt	 safe	 and	 homey.		
It	kept	the	wild	animals	at	bay.	The	
smell	of	the	campfire	smoke	cling-
ing	to	our	clothes	and	hair	serve	as	
a	reminder	to	those	good	times	as	
we	ease	back	into	civilization	after	
the	camping	event.
	 Only	 one	 problem	 with	 this	

romantic	 myth	 –	 most	 bluegrass	
festival	sites	don’t	allow	campfires!		
How	did	I	miss	that?		At	Grass	Val-
ley	 this	 weekend,	 I	 had	 a	 goal	 of	
getting	 into	 as	many	 jams	as	pos-
sible,	 and	 targeted	 specific	 groups	
of	friends	as	well.		And	if	I	squint	
my	 eyes,	 (or	 squint	 my	 memory,	
maybe),	 I	 can	 picture	 all	 of	 us,	
jamming	 around	 a	 circle	 of	 light	
and	 warmth,	 as	 flames	 dance	 and	
crackle.		How	can	this	be?
	 I	 think	 every	 night	 time	 jam	
I	 played	 in	 featured	 the	 modern,	
safety-first	equivalent	of	the	camp-
fire,	 right	 in	 the	 middle	 –	 a	 lan-
tern!	 	 If	 it	was	a	gas	 lantern,	 then	
it	satisfied	the	warmth	requirement	
along	 with	 the	 light	 component.		
But	sometimes	it	was	a	fluorescent	
lantern,	 providing	 a	 cool,	 white	
light.	 	 And	 gathered	 around	 the	
lantern	was	often	an	assortment	of	
liquid	 refreshments.	 	 So	 we	 natu-
rally	played,	sharing	the	light,	and	
hands	reached	out	to	the	bottles	on	
the	ground	for	a	sip	of	something	
nice	between	songs.

	 Even	though	the	modest	lantern	
light	somehow	becomes	the	light	of	
a	roaring	campfire	in	my	memory,	
the	 lantern	 light	 is	 superior	–	 less	
people	 and/or	 instruments	 are	
injured	 by	 getting	 to	 close	 to	 the	
lantern,	and	the	lantern	doesn’t	spit	
out	embers	to	singe	hair	or	clothes	
(or	fiddle	bows).		Or	IS	it	superior?		
I	went	camping	this	past	weekend,	
and	the	resulting	jam	around	a	real	
fire	was	quite	satisfying.		And	there	
were	no	injuries.
	 I’m	not	advocating	open	fires	at	
fairgrounds	and	other	festival	sites	
–	 the	 population	 density	 is	 too	
great,	 and	 the	 focus	 is	 on	playing	
and	 singing,	 NOT	 safe	 and	 sane	
fire	management.	 	But	 I	hope	 ev-
eryone	 gets	 the	 chance	 sometime	
during	 the	 warm	 California	 sum-
mer	 to	enjoy	a	 real	 campfire	once	
in	 a	while.	 	 (I	 had	 almost	 forgot-
ten!)	Just	be	sure	and	give	that	fire	
the	attention	it	deserves,	and	make	
safety	a	priority.

CLASSIFIED 
ADS

FOR SALE

BANJO LESSONS IN BAY AREA	
from	Bill	Evans.		Rounder	record-
ing	artist,	Banjo	Newsletter	colum-
nist	and	AcuTab	author.		Beginners	
to	advanced;	Scruggs,	melodic	and	
single-string	styles,	back	up,	theory,	
repertoire.		Lessons	tailored	to	suite	
each	student’s	individual	needs,	in-
cluding	longer	evening	or	weekend	
sessions	 for	 out-of-town	 students.		
Over	20	years	teaching	experience.		
Albany,	 510-528-1924;	 email	 be-
van@nativeandfine.com.	

BASSES FOR BLUEGRASS 
include plywood basses from 
$950.00, hybrid models from 
$1895.00, and solid wood in-
struments from $2950.00. I 
usually have at least 25 basses 
in stock, featuring such quality 
brands as Shen, Eastman, Wul-
tur, Mathias Thoma, Paesold 
and others. I will not carry or 
work on some of the well-known 
brands of Chinese-made basses 
that suffer from chronic quality 
issues. All basses are fully setup 
by Jeff Sahs, my favorite bass 
luthier in northern California. 
steve_swan@earthlink.net (650) 
515-1014  www.steveswangui-
tars.com  Visit the shop at 10 
Rollins Road #120 in Millbrae, 
California, just south of the San 
Francisco airport.

GUITARS FOR BLUEGRASS 
include new and used Santa 
Cruz Guitar Company instru-
ments such as the popular Tony 
Rice model, the DH model,  
and the D/PW model. I sup-
ply carefully selected tonewoods 
for their construction based on 
my experience as a builder for 
SCGC. I often have in stock 
used guitars by Martin and 
Collings. steve_swan@earth-
link.net (650) 515-1014  www.
steveswanguitars.com  Visit the 
shop at 10 Rollins Road #120 in 
Millbrae, California, just south 
of the San Francisco airport.

LEARN BLUEGRASS MANDO-
LIN WITH TOM BEKENY.
Beginner, intermediate, and ad-
vanced students welcome. Contact 
Tom at tombekeny@sbcglobal.
net, 510-528-4039

BANJO LESSONS WITH AL-
LEN HENDRICKS	of	Hendricks	
Banjos,	 the	 California	 Quickstep	
and	 formerly	 of	 the	 South	 Loo-
mis	Quickstep.		I	teach	all	styles	of	
five-string	 banjo	 playing	 that	 can	
be	done	with	finger	picks.		All	lev-
els	 from	 rank	beginner	 to	 accom-
plished	 player	 who	 may	 need	 ad-
ditional	direction	to	take	his	or	her	
playing	 to	 a	 higher	 level.	 	 Private	
individual	lessons	as	well	as	teach-
ing	your	group	to	compliment	each	
other’s	styles	and	abilities.		I	teach	
at	 my	 own	 private	 studio	 in	 the	
Sacramento	 Area.	 	 I	 also	 teach	 in	
my	home	just	north	of	Placerville.		
I	play	banjo,	I	make	banjos,	and	I	
sometimes	buy	and	sell	banjos	and	
other	 stringed	 instruments.	 	 For	
further	information	or	to	schedule	
lesson	 times,	 please	 call	 916-614-
9145	or	530-622-1953.

LESSONS

The lure and the myth of the campfire

Bruce Campbell
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when	 they	 get	 the	 KOB	 rehearsal	
Frank	and	his	 staff	will	figure	out	
who	can	play	as	a	backup	band	for	
each	of	these	kids.		Sometimes	it’s	
really	a	juggling	act	of	moving	kids	
in	 and	 out	 and	 we	 have	 just	 1	 ½	
days	to	put	this	show	together,	with	
35	or	more	kids.		When	you	really	
stop	to	think	about	it,	every	group	
of	professional	performers	that	per-
form	on	the	Fathers	Day	Stage	has	
worked	all	year	and	for	many	years	
to	put	their	50	minute	set	together.		
With	the	Kids	on	Bluegrass,	Frank	
and	 his	 staff	 take	 all	 the	 individ-

ual	 acts	 that	 these	 kids	 bring	 us,	
whittle	 the	 possibilities	 down	 to	
approximately	13	to	15	songs	that	
we	will	 stick	with	and	then	create	
different	bands	for	backup	and	put	
an	entire	show	together	in	just	1	½	
days!	And	then,	on	Saturday	morn-
ing,	shift	the	whole	thing	around,	
take	some	songs	out	and	put	some	
new	kids	and	songs	 in	within	one	
more	 rehearsal!	 It	 is	 an	 amazing	
feat	that	I	really	wish	more	people	
could	watch.	Aside	from	the	staff’s	
skill	 and	 Franks’	 incredible	 intu-
ition	 (you	 can	 literally	 watch	 the	
wheels	 turning	 in	 Franks	 head)	 it	
is	the	skill,	knowledge	and	profes-
sionalism	that	so	many	of	our	Kids	
on	Bluegrass	have	 from	past	years	
of	 taking	part	 in	 this	 program,	 as	
well	 as	 performing	 on	 their	 own	
throughout	 the	 year,	 so	 that	 they	
too	become	part	of	this	wheel	and	
they	 now	 intuitively	 know	 what	
works,	 when	 to	 fill	 in,	 when	 to	
step	 back	 and	 how	 to	 help	 each	
other.		If	you	watch	closely	you	will	
see	Marty	take	the	guiding	lead	to	
make	sure	that	each	kid	gets	his	or	
her	 break	 during	 someone	 else’s	
performance	and	although	most	of	
these	kids	don’t	miss	a	beat,	when	
someone	does,	many	of	these	kids	
are	 so	 professional	 that	 they	 can	
just	jump	in	and	“wing	it”	and	they	
may	 be	 only	 9	 or	 10	 or	 11	 years	
old!
	 By	 late	 Thursday	 we	 had	 our	
set	list.		During	the	day	little	Dana	
Frankel-7	 ½	 -	 fiddle,	 came	 up	 to	
me	a	 few	times	and	said	“Sharon,	
am	I	going	to	play	any	songs?”	Last	
year	she	had	wanted	to	play	“Cher-

okee	 Shuffle”	 but	 there	 simply	
were	no	kids	 that	played	the	song	
so	 she	 ended	 up	 playing	 a	 couple	
songs	with	Veronica	Varner.	 	This	
year	once	again	she	wanted	to	play	
“Cherokee	 Shuffle”	 and	 we	 had	
the	 same	 problem	 so	 Frank	 asked	
her	what	else	she	had	learned	dur-
ing	the	year.	At	only	7	½	years	old,	
kids	that	age	don’t	learn	bunches	of	
songs	during	the	year	so	she	told	us	
she	had	 learned	 to	play	 “Cuckoos	
Nest”.	 Once	 again,	 no	 one	 knew	
this	song.	As	Frank	studied	the	set	
list	thinking	about	what	to	do,	he	

finally	 stood	 up	 looking	 around	
for	Dana,	pointed	at	her	and	said	
“Dana’s	 opening	 the	 show	 with	
“Cuckoos	 Nest”!	 	 She’s	 going	 to	
open	the	show	as	a	solo	act,	no	one	
else	 on	 stage.”	 	 Dana,	 now	 a	 vet-
eran	of	the	Kids	on	Bluegrass,	did	
open	 the	 show	 standing	out	 there	
all	be	herself,	playing	her	“Cuckoos	
Nest”	with	a	confidence	that	belies	
her	 age,	 and	 not	 only	 did	 she	 in-
troduce	herself,	when	she	was	done	
she	 remembered	 to	 say	 thank	you	
to	 her	 audience	 and	 bowed!	 You	
did	good,	Dana!	You	did	good!
	 Interestingly,	out	of	the	37	kids	
that	took	part	in	the	KOB	this	year,	
23	of	 them	were	new,	9	of	which	
came	from	Utah,	Idaho	and	Mon-
tana!
	 Four	 of	 these	 new	 kids	 were	
David	 Thiessen-12-mandolin	 and	
his	 brother	 Marshall	 Theissen-12-
banjo,	Adrian	Shader-12-fiddle	and	
Jesse	 Fichman-12-guitar.	 All	 four	
of	them	sing	too!		I	first	met	Jesse	
and	 his	 mother	 Karen	 when	 they	
came	to	our	house	with	Ed	Neff	to	
borrow	a	guitar	 for	Jesse	from	the	
Darrell	 Johnston	Kids	 Instrument	
Lending	 Library.	 	 I	 told	 Karen	
about	 the	 Kids	 on	 Bluegrass	 pro-
gram	and	 said	 I	hoped	 she	would	
come	 to	 the	Fathers	Day	Festival.		
Although	 she	didn’t	have	plans	 to	
go	at	that	time,	it	turned	out	that	
not	only	did	she	and	her	son	make	
it,	they	also	brought	three	of	Jesse’s	
friends	 and	 they	 just	 so	 happen	
to	 all	 play	 music	 together.	 	 And	
they	 are	 good!	 Not	 just	 on	 their	
instruments,	but	 they	also	 sing	4-

en,	 Frank’s	 two	 new	 additions	 to	
the	staff,	are	already	gathered	with	
about	 6	 kids	 eager	 to	 get	 started.	
Jennifer	 and	 Mike	 have	 worked	
with	 Frank	 many	 times	 before	 at	
a	 Kids	 Music	 Camp	 in	 Cordova,	
Alaska.	 Steve	 Elliott	 and	 Harold	
Rogers	work	at	setting	up	a	tarp	for	
shade	and	I	sit	at	the	table	and	get	
ready	 to	 take	 down	 the	 names	 of	
each	 of	 the	 kids	 that	 will	 be	 part	
of	 the	 Kids	 on	 Bluegrass.	 Betty	
LeBlanc,	also	new	to	the	KOB	staff	
sits	 patiently	 waiting	 for	 instruc-
tions.	Just	a	small	group	has	shown	
up	by	this	time	most	of	them,	like	
Marty	 Varner	 and	 Nate	 &	 Max	
Schwartz,	 are	 kids	 that	 have	 been	
with	us	before.		But	there	are	three	
new	kids	waiting	quietly	to	the	side	
and	Frank	calls	them	near.		He	asks	
them	what	song	they	can	play	and	
when	 they	 reply	 “The	 Crawdad	
Song”	 Frank	 asks	 them	 to	 play	 it	
for	him.	This	is	one	of	those	“box	
of	chocolate”	things	again	because	
once	they	start	singing	we	are	treat-
ed	to	the	most	delightful	renditions	
of	“Crawdad	Song”	that	I	think	any	
of	us	has	ever	seen!		Houstin	Mor-
rison-13-banjo	 &	 vocals,	 Garrett	
Morrison-11-fiddle,	and	their	little	
sister	 Emilee	 Morrison-8-home-
made	 gut	 bass	 &	 vocals,	 begin	 to	
sing	with	Houstin	and	Emilee	do-
ing	 the	 call	 and	 response	 vocals.		
Within	seconds	these	kids	have	us	
completely	eating	out	of	their	hand	
as	we	watch	and	listen	to	Houstin’s	
calls	 and	 Emilee’s	 priceless	 re-
sponses.		Her	“sing	it	brother”	and	
“yahoo’s”	and	her	“I	don’t	know’s”	
and	her	 duck	 sounds	 are	 all	 done	
with	the	most	wonderfully	expres-
sive	physical	and	facial	movements,	
clearly	 she	 loves	 to	 sing	 with	 her	
brothers.		Houstin	has	a	great	lead	
voice	 and	 Emilee	 just	 really	 plays	

it	up	and	we,	 the	 staff,	 can’t	wipe	
the	grins	off	our	 faces	or	 stop	 the	
giggles.	 	These	kids	 are	 just	price-
less!	For	a	science	project,	Houstin	
took	 a	 tub,	 made	 a	 long	 wooden	
neck	and	front	for	the	tub,	sanded	

the	 wood	 and	 added	 the	 strings.		
This	 was	 the	 “bass”	 that	 Emilee	
played	 adding	 another	 dimension	
to	this	great	act.	On	Friday,	at	per-
formance	 time,	 Garrett,	 Houstin	
and	 Emily	 just	 grab	 the	 audience	
up	and	put	‘em	in	their	pockets!
	 I	 was	 so	 happy	 to	 see	 Kenny	
Ludlow-16	 who	 for	 the	 past	 sev-
eral	years	has	been	our	faithful	and	
great	bass	player	but	who	gets	very	
little	mention.	 	Last	year	 and	 this	
year,	 Kenny	 and	 her	 family	 have	
divided	their	weekend	up	into	two	
separate	 places	 with	 the	 first	 two	
days	at	Grass	Valley.		When	Kenny	
walked	 into	 the	 rehearsal	 area	 on	
Thursday,	 she	 told	 Frank	 that	 she	
would	 not	 be	 participating	 in	 the	
KOB	 because	 her	 family	 would	
be	 leaving	 early	 Saturday	 morn-
ing	 and	 she	 didn’t	 think	 it	 would	
be	fair	to	the	other	kids	for	her	to	
leave	right	in	the	middle.		She	told	
Frank	though,	that	she	would	like	
to	help	with	the	kids	this	year	and	
asked	 if	 there	 was	 anything	 she	
could	 do.	 As	 disappointed	 as	 we	
were	that	she	was	not	going	to	play,	
we	were	delighted	 that	 she	would	
still	be	a	part	of	the	Kids	on	Blue-
grass,	and	was	a	great	help	with	the	
very	young	and	inexperienced	kids.	
By	 the	 end	of	Thursday,	 however,	
we	 found	 that	 we	 were	 without	 a	
bass	 player	 and	 Kenny	 offered	 to	
step	in	and	play	bass	for	the	rest	of	
the	rehearsals	and	then	the	Friday	
performance.	Another	one	of	those	
“box	 of	 chocolate”	 things	 here.		
Each	year	we	work	with	these	kids	
for	 just	 a	 few	 days	 a	 few	 times	 a	
year	 and	 although	 we	 see	 them	
grow	and	watch	their	personalities	
bloom	 and	 we	 connect	 with	 each	
other	in	the	KOB	venue	it’s	always	
an	 amazing	 moment	 when	 you	
cross	over	 from	just	working	with	
these	kids	to	really	making	a	con-

nection	on	 a	more	personal	 basis.		
Working	with	Kenny	this	weekend	
with	 her	 working	 as	 part	 of	 the	
“staff”	we	really	talked	a	little	more	
and	to	me,	we	seemed	to	meet	on	
a	 new	 basis.	 	 During	 that	 time	 I	

had	 told	 her	 about	 a	 jam	 in	 Cas-
tro	Valley	and	she	said	she	doesn’t	
get	 enough	 bluegrass	 jamming	 so	
we	made	plans	to	get	together	dur-
ing	this	next	year.		By	the	time	she	
rolled	out	on	Saturday	morning,	I	
had	already	begun	to	feel	the	cross-
over	from	KOB	student	to	friend.	
As	 Kenny	 rolled	 out	 of	 the	 camp	
area	she	almost	climbed	out	of	her	
car	window	hollering	“Bye,	Sharon,	
see	 you	 soon.	 	 Call	 me	 for	 those	
jams,	See	you	next	year	too.	Bye!!!	
Later,	 Frank	 too,	 would	 mention	
what	a	great	girl	Kenny	has	always	

been	and	that	she	was	a	real	help.		
	 As	Frank	listened	to	Marty	and	
then	Nate	and	Max	Schwartz	play	
a	 few	 songs	 that	 they	might	want	
to	do	 for	 the	 show,	 I	 looked	over	
to	the	road	and	watched	in	amaze-
ment	as	this	long	line	of	kids	with	
parents	 in	 tow,	 walked	 towards	
the	 rehearsal	 area.	 I	 hardly	 recog-
nized	 any	 of	 them!	 Suddenly	 we	
were	 surrounded	with	kids	and	as	
Frank	listened	to	their	auditions	he	
began	to	separate	them	into	differ-
ent	groups	and	I	scrambled	to	get	
everyone’s	 names	 and	 addresses	
and	other	info.		The	kids	that	sang	
went	to	Jennifer	and	the	kids	that	
mostly	were	 instrumentalists	went	
to	Mike.		Then	there	were	the	kids	
that	 were	 in	 the	 more	 beginning	
area	that	went	to	Kenny	and	Jessica	
Evans,	mother	of	one	of	our	littlest	
fiddle	 players.	 	 Jessica	 offered	 to	
help	with	these	little	ones	and	she	
and	Kenny	were	able	to	guide	this	
group	into	some	songs.		
	 The	 process	 of	 finding	 out	
what	 songs	 might	 be	 in	 the	 show	
begins	with	Frank	or	his	music	di-
rectors,	in	this	case	Mike	and	Jen-
nifer,	asking	each	of	the	kids	what	
songs	they	know.		Then	Frank	will	
ask	how	many	kids	 know	 each	of	
these	 songs	 and	we	begin	 to	filter	
out	 songs	 that	only	one	child	can	
do.	 The	 music	 directors	 will	 then	
go	to	different	area	and	work	with	
the	separate	groups	until	they	have	
a	 list	 to	work	with.	 	By	Thursday	
afternoon	we	have	the	list	and	then	
the	real	work	begins!		All	year	these	
kids	practice	many	songs	but	they	
practice	the	songs	generally	solo,	so	

Kids on Bluegrass - Fathers Day Festival 2007
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David Thiessen, Adrian Shader, Marshall Thiessen and Jesse Fichman
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part	harmony	very	well!	Marshall’s	
banjo	was	giving	him	some	trouble	
so	for	the	weekend	we	loaned	him	
a	banjo	from	the	D.J.	Kids	Instru-
ment	 Lending	 Library.	 	 On	 stage	
these	 four	 boys	 did	 a	 magnificent	
job	 singing	 and	 playing	 “Going	
Back	to	Old	Kentucky”.	
	 Every	year	there	are	certain	kids	
that	like	to	play	really	fast	songs	and	
no	 doubt	 you	 already	 know	 that	
one	 of	 those	 kids	 is	 our	 indomi-
table	 Marty	 Varner-11-mandolin	
&	 guitar!	 Well,	 this	 year	 Max-9-
guitar-bass	 &	 his	 brother	 Nate	
Schwartz-12-mandolin,	seem	to	be	

able	 to	 keep	 right	 up	 with	 Marty	
and	they	tell	Frank	that	they	want	
to	do	Bluegrass	Stomp.	Sam	Olsen-
13-banjo	and	Katalyn	Jenkins-13-
fiddle	also	take	the	leads	in	this	fast	
rollicking	song.		Each	one	of	these	
kids	give	each	other	a	run	for	their	
money	and	the	rest	of	the	kids	on	
stage	 keep	 right	 up.	 Some	 of	 the	
new	 kids	 that	 are	 playing	 backup	
are	 Christian	 Schafffer-9-banjo,	
Joshua	 Martin-11-guitar,	 Chance	
Olsen-10-fiddle,	 Hannah	 Goe-
10-fiddle,	 Cales	 Dostal	 13-banjo,	
Emily	Miller	11-fiddle	(Emily	has	
been	with	us	once	before	I	believe),	
Frank	Schmek-10-fiddle	and	many	
of	 these	 kids	 take	 great	 breaks	 on	
many	of	the	songs	throughout	the	
show.	 	 Another	 one	 of	 those	 “lit-
tle	 bits	 of	 chocolate	 here”	 is	 that	
Max	usually	plays	guitar.		Just	two	
months	 before	 the	 Fathers	 Day	
Weekend	Max’s	dad	called	me	and	
asked	 if	we	had	a	banjo	 that	Max	
could	 borrow	 from	 the	 Lending	
Library.	We	did	and	within	a	week	
Max	was	playing	a	few	songs.	So	I	
really	 thought	he	might	bring	 the	
banjo	to	Grass	Valley.		But	when	we	
got	to	camp	we	saw	Max,	across	the	
road,	with	his	brother	and	Sam	&	
Chance	Olsen	 from	Boise	playing	
together,	but	now	Max	was	playing	
a	bass!	I	believe	he	had	just	started	
playing	 the	 bass	 while	 at	 music	
camp	 that	 weekend.	 	 So	 here	 he	
was	now	playing	the	bass	on	Blue-
grass	Stomp	with	the	biggest	smile	

on	his	face	and	when	he	took	a	bass	
break	the	audience	 loved	it!	These	
kids	are	just	amazing	and	you	just	
never	 know	 what	 you’re	 going	 to	
get!	 On	 Saturday,	 Marty	 Varner,	
Nate	and	Max	Schwartz	put	 their	
own	 special	 speed	and	magic	 into	
“Rawhide”	 and	 just	 bedazzled	 the	
crowd.
	 Savanna	 Agardy-11-banjo	 &	
vocals	 has	 been	 part	 of	 the	 Kids	
on	 Bluegrass	 now	 for	 three	 years	
and	 this	 year	 she	 sang	and	played	
a	 	 song	 called	 “Catfish	 John”.	 It’s	
a	 great	 song	 that	 I	 haven’t	 gotten	
out	of	my	head	since	we	got	home!	
Savanna	is	a	wonderful	little	banjo	

player	 and	 has	 just	 started	 taking	
fiddle	lessons	to.		Just	a	few	weeks	
before	the	festival,	I	had	a	conver-
sation	with	Christy	Anderson	who	
told	me	that	the	Anderson	kids	had	
a	song	they	wanted	to	do	but	that	
it	needed	a	banjo.		I	suggested	that	
she	talk	with	Savanna’s	dad	to	see	if	
Savanna	could	 learn	the	song	in	a	
week	or	two	so	that	the	Anderson’s	
could	have	the	banjo	backup	they	
needed.	 	 They	 sent	 Savanna	 the	
music	 and	 then	 they	 got	 together	
after	music	camp	to	practice	a	few	
times	and	by	performance	Savanna	
was	 able	 to	 play	 with	 the	 Ander-
sons!	
	 Bethany	 McHenry-15-guitar	
played	and	sang	“Just	a	Little	Walk	
with	Thee”	and	“Where	 the	Corn	
Don’t	Grow”.	Bethany’s	 voice	 just	
keeps	 getting	 stronger.	 	 I	 love	 lis-
tening	 to	 her	 remembering	 how	
timid	she	was	when	she	first	start-
ed.	 There’s	 nothing	 more	 beauti-
ful	than	watching	a	flower	bloom.	
Bethany	 is	 strong	 and	 confident	
on	her	guitar	and	she	 is	always	so	
professional	on	stage	stepping	back	
to	 make	 sure	 that	 the	 others	 get	
their	breaks.	Bethany	is	the	lead	in	
a	 youth	 band	 called	 “The	 Biggest	
Little	 Bluegrass	 Band”	 and	 they	
will	be	performing	in	Virginia	City	
Festival	and	Bowers	Mansion	Blue-
grass	Festival	this	year.
	 During	 rehearsal,	 Max-9-gui-
tar	 &	 vocals	 and	 Nate	 Schwartz	
12-mandolin	&	vocals	 told	Frank	

that	they	wanted	to	do	two	songs.		
The	first	song	“Day	to	Day”	was	a	
song	 that	Frank	Solivan	II	did	on	
his	 first	 CD	 called	 Selfish	 Tears	
so	naturally	Frank	was	 real	 proud	
and	happy	that	these	boys	wanted	
to	 do	 his	 son’s	 song.	 It’s	 amazing	
how	fast	some	kids	come	along	for	
it	was	just	two	years	ago	that	these	
two	first	came	to	the	Kids	on	Blue-
grass	and	were	mainly	in	the	back-
ground	but	now	they	have	jumped	
to	the	forefront	with	both	singing	
harmony	and	leads	and	fast	action	
so	reminiscent	of	Marty!	Their	sec-
ond	 song,	 “In	 the	 Pines”	 brought	
these	two	into	that	high	lonesome	

sound	 that	 seems	
to	often	 come	 from	
brothers.	 	Last	year,	
it	seemed	to	be	Max	
who	 took	 the	 leads	
but	 this	 year	 it	 was	
Nate.
	 Connor	 Pat-
rick-16-	 banjo	 &	
vocals	 joined	 us	 a	
little	 late	 on	 Thurs-
day	but	it	didn’t	take	
him	long	to	fit	right	
in.	 	 Connor	 comes	
from	 Santa	 Barbara	
and	 this	 was	 his	
first	 time	 with	 the	
Kids	 on	 Bluegrass,	
in	 fact,	 I	 think	 this	
was	his	first	 time	at	
the	Fathers	Day	Fes-
tival.	 Connor	 plays	
a	 great	 banjo	 and	
within	 minutes	 it	
seemed	 that	 he	 was	
just	 rolling	 along	
with	 the	 rest	 of	 the	
group.		When	Frank	

asked	 what	 songs	 he	 had,	 he	 was	
ready	 with	 “Wagon	 Wheel”	 and	
“Love	Please	Come	Home”.	It’s	re-
ally	fun	to	see	just	how	these	kids,	
who	 have	 only	 just	 met,	 are	 sud-
denly	playing	together	like	they’ve	
been	 playing	 together	 for	 a	 long	
time.		Suddenly	Max,	Nate,	Marty,	
Savanna,	 A.J.	 and	 so	 many	 were	
just	 ripping	 it	 up	 with	 Connor.		
Connor	 does	 a	 great	 job	 singing	
on	 these	 songs	 too.	 	 In	 rehearsal,	
we	are	working	so	fast	that	I	don’t	
always	 see	how	 something	begins,	
but	as	I	looked	up	during	his	song	
“Love	Please	Come	Home”	I	sud-
denly	 saw	 Courtney	 Christensen-
11-mandolin	 &	 vocals,	 singing	
along	 with	 Connor.	 	 Courtney	
from	 Montana	 and	 Connor	 from	
Santa	Barbara,	one	tall,	one	small,	
having	met	only	moments	ago	and	
here	they	are	singing	together!	On	
stage	they	were	perfect!
	 Taylor	 Cogdill-12-vocals	 took	
part	 in	 the	 Kids	 on	 Bluegrass	 for	
the	 first	 time	 also.	 She	 wanted	 to	
sing	 “Blueridge	 Cabin	 Home”.		
Jennifer	Kitchens	job	was	working	
with	the	singers	so	she	paired	Holly	
McClean-16-fiddle	 &	 vocals,	 up	
with	Taylor	and	together	they	did	a	
beautiful	job	with	Taylor	singing	a	
strong	lead	and	Holly	harmonizing	
and	playing	her	fiddle	with	the	rest	
of	the	group	on	backup.		Holly	has	
been	with	the	Kids	on	Bluegrass	a	
number	of	times,	although	not	ev-

ery	year	and	we	were	glad	to	have	
her	back	again.
	 Rehearsal	 takes	 a	 long	 time	
and	 it	gets	hot.	 	All	day	we	move	
our	 chairs	 and	 the	 rehearsal	 areas	
around	to	keep	out	of	the	sun.		As	
we	do	our	final	rehearsal	on	Friday,	
the	 kids	 are	 bunched	 together	 in	
one	 corner	 trying	 to	pretend	 they	
are	 back	 stage.	 	 Frank	 tells	 them	
they	 have	 to	 be	 quiet	 and	 shows	
them	 from	 which	 direction	 they	
enter	 and	 exit	 the	 stage.	 As	 they	
gather	 on	 the	 “stage”	 they	 keep	
creeping	forward	and	slightly	side-
ways	 until	 finally	 Steven	 runs	 to	
get	 a	 music	 stand	 minus	 the	 mu-
sic	holder	at	the	top	and	puts	it	in	
front	of	the	kids	and	then	suddenly	
they	begin	to	work	as	if	they	are	re-
ally	on	stage.	Now,	we	begin	to	re-
ally	see	what	Fridays	show	will	be.
	 Friday	 afternoon	 and	 it’s	 4:00	
PM.	 	 The	 Kids	 on	 Bluegrass	 tee	
shirts	 are	 handed	 out,	 some	 last	
minute	 instructions	 and	 then	
it’s	 the	 Kids	 on	 Bluegrass	 Stroll	
through	 the	 campground	 to	 the	
stage	with	Frank	 in	 the	 lead.	 	We	
line	the	kids	up	outside	of	the	back	
of	the	stage	in	the	order	that	they	
will	go	on	and	we	wait	for	Rhonda	
Vincent	 to	 finish	 her	 set.	 Within	
minutes	Rhonda	 comes	down	 the	
back	steps	and	sees	all	the	kids	that	
she	 has	 joined	 on	 stage	 in	 previ-
ous	years	and	when	she	see’s	Dana	
Frankel	she	stops	to	give	her	a	hug.		
As	we	walk	quietly	up	the	steps	it’s	
a	struggle	to	get	all	the	kids	in	and	
then	keep	 so	many	 little	ones	not	
only	quiet	but	still.	As	Frank	intro-
duces	his	Kids	on	Bluegrass	Dana	
walks	to	the	front	of	the	stage	and	
starts	 the	 show.	 Jennifer	 Kitchen,	

Mike	Schwartz	and	I	stay	with	the	
kids	backstage.		It	doesn’t	take	long	
to	hear	the	cheers,	screams	and	ap-
plause	as	each	of	the	kids	sing	and	
play	their	songs.	I	 try	to	peek	out	
to	 see	 the	 reactions	 of	 our	 audi-
ence	to	see	the	expressions	on	their	
faces	and	find	joy!	While	standing	
back	 stage,	 waiting	 for	 the	 finale,	
I	 stand	with	Jennifer	Kitchen	and	

there	 is	 a	 sudden	 glee	 between	us	
as	we	grow	close	to	the	end	of	the	
show.	 The	 culmination	 of	 all	 the	
work	between	Frank,	his	staff	and	
these	 incredible	 kids	 just	 gives	 us	
a	 shiver	 of	 joy	 and	 satisfaction.		
There	is	a	young	girl	by	the	name	
of	Courtney	Christensen	11,	from	
Montana.	 	 While	 waiting	 for	 her	
and	her	sister,	brother	and	friend	to	
go	on	stage	to	sing	the	final	song,	
Courtney	 and	 I	dance	behind	 the	
curtain	to	A.J.’s	songs,	all	the	pent	
up	energy	held	in	check,	now	just	
draining	away.
	 A.J.	Lee	steps	up	to	the	mic	and	
the	audience	goes	wild!	I	can	hear	
people	 from	 the	 audience	 calling	
her	name,	something	that	also	hap-
pens	a	great	deal	to	Marty	Varner.	
For	years	the	audience	has	watched	
these	kids	from	the	ages	of	4,	5	or	6	
and	seen	them	grow	similar	to	the	
way	they	watched	Angelica	through	
the	years.		A.J.,	at	only	9,	has	one	
of	 the	 most	 powerfully	 stunning	
voices	that	just	isn’t	childlike	at	all!	
A.J.	plays	mandolin,	fiddle,	guitar,	
bluegrass	 banjo	 and	 clawhammer	
banjo.	 	 The	 mandolin	 she	 plays	
now	is	a	mandolin	donated	to	the	
D.J.	 Kids	 Instrument	 Lending	
Library	 by	 Harwood	 Mandolins,	
a	 real	 step	 up	 from	 her	 previous	
mandolin.	As	A.J.	 steps	up	 to	 the	
mic,	the	audience	quiets	in	antici-
pation	of	this	small	child	with	the	
big	voice	and	she	doesn’t	 let	them	
down.	A.J.	sings	“What	Love	Can’t	
Do”	 and	 “When	 Someone	 Wants	
to	Leave”.		Angelica	who	has	only	
taken	part	 in	 the	background	 this	
year	 sings	 harmony	 to	 A.J.	 and	
Max,	Nate,	Marty	and	others	back	
her	up.		A.J.’s	voice	never	ceases	to	

stir	you	deep	within.	
	 The	Grand	Finale	is	here	and	all	
the	children	walk	on	stage.		Brandy	
Linde-13-vocals,	 Courtney	 Chris-
tensen-11-mandolin-vocals,	 Tan-
ner	 Christensen-8	 guitar-vocals	
and	Tori	Christensen-10-guitar-vo-
cals	are	with	the	Kids	on	Bluegrass	
for	the	first	time.		All	four	kids	are	

Courtney Christensen and Connor Patrick singing together

Savanna Agardy sings harmony to Katalyn Jankins
KOB photos by: Steven Elliott
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from	Montana	and	lead	the	entire	
group	 in	 a	 rousing	 “Rocky	 Top”.		
These	 kids	 have	 great	 energy	 and	
no	doubt	got	a	special	thrill	when	
Rhonda	 Vincent,	 Wayne	 Taylor	
and	Jere	Cherryholmes	walked	on	
stage	 and	 right	 up	 behind	 them	
to	 sing	 this	 finale	 with	 them	 and	
the	 rest	 of	 the	 Kids	 on	 Bluegrass.	
A	 treat,	 bringing	 one	 or	 more	 of	
the	 headliners	 that	 Frank	 Solivan	
always	tries	to	do	for	the	kids.
	 Only	 one	 more	 show	 to	 go	
and	 one	 more	 rehearsal	 on	 Satur-
day	morning.	That	night,	after	the	
show,	 young	Veronica	Varner	 had	
come	 to	 me	 and	 told	 me	 that	 on	
Thursday	night,	after	Rhonda	Vin-
cent’s	 show,	 Rhonda	 had	 invited	
everyone	to	join	her	to	jam	as	she	
has	 so	 many	 times	 before.	 While	
at	the	 jam,	young	Veronica-8	told	
Rhonda	 that	 she	 sings	 one	 of	 her	
songs,	 “All	 American	 Bluegrass	
Girl”.	 	 Rhonda	 asked	Veronica	 to	
sing	it	for	her	and	was	so	touched.		
Veronica	told	her	that	she	was	go-
ing	 to	 sing	 it	 on	 Saturday	 in	 the	
Kids	on	Bluegrass	show.	Later,	after	
returning	home	from	the	festival,	I	
went	to	Rhonda’s	web	site	and	on	
her	message	board	she	talked	about	
the	 little	 California	 girl	 that	 had	
sung	 her	 song	 to	 her	 and	 what	 it	
meant	to	her.
	 Saturday	 we	 gathered	 for	 re-
hearsal	 for	 the	 Saturday	 show.		
Much	 of	 the	 show	 would	 be	 the	
same	 although	 there	 were	 some	
kids	 that	 did	 not	 participate	 in	
the	 Saturday	 show	 and	 some	new	
kids	that	hadn’t	been	in	the	Friday	
show.
	 Veronica	Varner-8-fiddle	&	vo-
cals	 starts	 the	Saturday	 show	with	
Rhonda	 Vincent’s	 “All	 American	
Bluegrass	Girl”.		When	we	all	first	
heard	Veronica	do	this	song	in	re-
hearsal	all	we	could	do	was	smile.	
Veronica	 has	 this	 big,	 rich,	 low	
voice	 that	 just	makes	you	chuckle	
and	shake	your	head.		Her	brother	
Marty-11-guitar-mandolin	 plays	

backup	for	her	and	it’s	always	fun	
to	 watch	 him	 when	 she	 is	 sing-
ing	as	he	gets	this	look	on	his	face	
that	 shows	 concern	 and	 brotherly	
guidance	that	 is	really	neat	to	see.		
For	her	part,	she	is	not	playing	her	
fiddle	on	this	song.	The	first	phrase	
of	this	song	is	a’ccapella	and	every	
time	 Veronica	 sang	 this	 song	 she	
just	 simply	 started	 with	 no	 one	
giving	her	the	note	to	start	on	and	
everytime	she	did	this	she	got	it	ab-
solutely	right.	Just	picked	the	note	
out	of	the	air!	When	it	came	to	the	
performance,	 I	 was	 standing	 be-
hind	the	curtain	with	her	and	Mar-
ty	and	I	suggested	to	Marty	that	he	
play	her	first	note	for	her	before	she	
goes	on	stage,	“Just	in	case”	I	said.		
Marty	 replied,	 “She	 doesn’t	 need	
it,	it’s	in	her	head.”	And	it	was,	she	
just	nailed	it!	
	 Katalyn	 Jankins-13-fiddle	 &	
vocals	 was	 also	 with	 the	 Kids	 on	
Bluegrass	 for	 the	 first	 time.	 	 She	
came	here	from	Utah	and	although	
she	was	with	us	on	Thursday	 and	
Friday	she	had	mainly	played	back-
up	for	the	Friday	show.		On	Satur-
day	she	came	forward	with	a	song	
called	 “Marry	 Me”	 in	 which	 she	
not	only	played	her	fiddle	but	also	
sang.		Katalyn	is	a	wonderful	fiddle	
player	but	it	was	absolutely	great	to	
hear	her	sing.		She	has	a	beautiful,	
full	voice.		She	also	plays	mandolin	
and	 guitar.	 She	 really	 added	 a	 lot	
to	our	group	and	ended	up	meet-
ing	Savanna,	who	also	comes	from	
Utah,	 and	 they	 had	 a	 great	 time	
singing	together!
	 The	 Anderson	 kids	 were	 only	
able	to	join	us	for	the	Saturday	show	
but	 boy	 did	 they	 give	 us	 a	 treat!		
They	do	a	LOT	of	performing	as	a	
family	band	with	their	parents	and	
have	become	a	very	polished,	pro-
fessional	group.		Paige-13-guitar	&	
vocals,	 Aimee	 11-fiddle	 &	 vocals,	
Ethan-8-mandolin	 &	 vocals,	 and	
Daisy-6-vocals-sometimes	 fiddle,	
have	 the	 most	 amazing	 family	
harmony!	 	 	 Paige’s	 voice	 has	 this	
great	old	time	sound	and	her	gui-

tar	picking	is	unbelievable!	In	this	
past	 year	 I	 have	 listened	 to	 her	
voice	begin	to	mature	and	change	
from	that	little	girl	sound	to	a	rich	
beautiful	 voice.	 During	 the	 show,	
I	ran	down	a	few	times	to	see	bits	
and	pieces	of	 the	 show.	 I	did	 this	
during	the	Andersons	songs	and	I	
stood	between	Jason	Carter	of	the	
Del	McCoury	band	and	Mark	An-
derson	the	bass	player	for	Monroe	
Crossing.		During	an	instrumental	
part	 of	 the	 song	 when	 Paige	 was	
playing	the	guitar,	Mark	looked	at	
Jason	and	Jason	said,	“Do	you	see	
that	girl	pick?		That’s	astounding!”	
Moments	later,	when	the	kids	were	
singing	their	four	part	harmony	on	
“Green	 Pastures”	 Mark	 and	 Jason	
just	 looked	at	 each	other	and	 just	
shook	their	heads	in	disbelief.		
Aimee’s	 voice	 has	 developed	 into	
another	 beautiful	 full	 rich	 voice	
and	 although	 she	 usually	 sings	
harmony	to	Paige	it	too	can	stand	
alone	as	a	solo	voice	and	these	girls	
do	switch	back	and	forth	from	lead	
to	 harmony	 at	 times.	 Her	 fiddle	
playing	 has	 become	 very	 adven-
turous	and	 she	 seems	 to	have	 this	
almost	wild	abandon	feel	to	it	play-
ing	 strong	 and	 vibrantly!	 Ethan’s	
voice	 has	 changed	 a	 lot	 this	 year	
too	developing	a	deeper	more	ma-
ture	 tone	 to	 it	 and	 his	 mandolin	
playing	is	growing	right	along	with	
his	 sisters.	 Little	 Daisy	 can	 just	
charm	 the	 daylights	 out	 of	 you.		
Listening	 to	 these	 kids	 sing,	 you	
never	hear	a	sour	note,	always	just	
exactly	right	on.	They	sang	“Fox	on	
the	Run”	and	“Green	Pastures”	the	
latter	giving	us	goose	bumps	it	was	
so	 stirring!	 	 Right	 after	 the	 show,	
I	was	 standing	with	Daisy	Ander-
son	 when	 Del	 McCoury	 walked	
through	the	fenced	area	that	leads	
to	the	back	stage	area.		Daisy	said,	
“Sharon,	 Del	 McCoury	 is	 my	
hero!”	 I	 looked	 at	 Daisy,	 then	 at	
Del	then	grabbed	Daisy’s	hand	and	
said	“Come	on,	Daisy,	kids,	come	
with	me!”	The	four	Anderson	kids	
and	I	walked	up	to	Del	and	I	said,	

“Mr.	McCoury,	This	 is	Daisy	An-
derson	and	you	are	her	hero.	These	
four	kids	sing	a	song	of	yours	called	
“Sinner	Man”	and	they	have	been	
wishing	for	a	chance	to	sing	it	for	
you.	 Is	 there	 any	 way	 that	 you	
might	have	time	to	listen	to	them?”	
Well,	 Mr.	 McCoury	 said	 that	 he	
would	be	happy	to	but	could	they	
come	 back	 after	 his	 dinner?	 	 So	
later	 that	 evening,	 after	 his	 show,	
the	Anderson	kids	with	mom	and	
dad	 in	 tow,	 myself,	 Steven,	 Tom	
Tworek	 and	 Ron	 Cotnam	 walked	
into	 the	 tent	 and	 the	 kids	 sang	
“Sinner	 Man”	 to	 Del	 McCoury!	
Others	 gathered	 around.	 	 At	 first	
it	was	Del	listening	to	them	alone.		
Within	 moments	 other	 members	
of	the	band	came	out	to	listen	too!	
A	dream	came	 true	 that	night	 for	
these	kids.	
	 Sadly,	this	was	the	last	Kids	on	
Bluegrass	 show	 for	 our	 beloved	
Angelica	 Grim	 for	 within	 just	 a	
couple	 weeks	 of	 the	 Fathers	 Day	
Festival	she	would	turn	18,	the	fi-
nal	 age	 to	be	eligible	 for	 the	Kids	
on	Bluegrass.		I	remember	when	I	
first	saw	Angelica.		It	was	our	first	
time	at	the	Grass	Valley	festival	and	
I	knew	nothing	about	the	freedom	
of	just	roaming	about	singing	and	
playing.	We	were	absolutely	new	to	
bluegrass.	 	 As	 we	 walked	 around	
the	campground	late	into	the	night	
with	our	9	year	old	grandson	firm-
ly	in	tow,	we	kept	seeing	this	young	
girl,	 also	9	at	 the	 time,	 in	various	
camps	 just	 singing	 her	 lungs	 out	
with	 all	 these	 people	 around	 her	
playing.	 Camp	 after	 camp	 she	
went	seemingly	with	no	adult	with	
her	just	singing	all	night	long.		We	
were	amazed!	Each	year	we	watched	
her	grow	and	then,	when	I	started	
working	 with	 Frank	 Solivan,	 we	
were	able	to	begin	to	get	to	know	
Angelica.	As	she	matured,	and	blos-
somed	she	was	a	HUGE	part	of	the	
Kids	on	Bluegrass.		When	we	went	
to	the	I.B.M.A.	as	part	of	the	CBA	
team	 I	 watched	 Angelica	 as	 she	
socialized	 with	 everyone,	 whether	
old	or	young	famous	or	not,	meet-
ing	and	greeting	and	always	being	
so	 gracious	 but	 absolutely	 natural	
and	 singing	 with	 everyone.	 What	

a	wonderful	Teen	Ambassador	she	
was	then	to	the	CBA	and	still	is	to-
day.	 	 Her	 charm	 comes	 from	 not	
only	 her	 wonderful	 voice	 but	 the	
natural	 excitement	 she	 exudes	 on	
stage	and	off	and	the	 love	she	has	
for	 those	around	her.	Let	her	sing	
and	 she’ll	 fill	 your	 soul.	 On	 this	
weekend,	she	had	many	other	du-
ties	such	as	helping	with	the	Teen	
event	 and	 announcer	 duties	 so	 it	
was	 not	 until	 the	 Saturday	 show	
that	 she	 really	 took	 part.	 	 In	 the	
beginning	she	had	asked	Frank	to	
give	her	a	few	minutes	at	the	end	of	
Saturday’s	show	which	he	agreed	to	
give	her.	 	She	didn’t	tell	him	why.		
But	 by	 the	 time	 the	 show	 grew	
near	she	did	tell	him.	 	At	the	end	
of	Saturdays	 show,	Angelica	Grim	
took	 the	 stage	 for	 the	 last	 time	as	
a	 Kid	 on	 Bluegrass.	 	 Her	 future	
looks	 bright	 and	 during	 the	 past	
year	 she	 has	 participated	 in	 lend-
ing	her	voice	to	several	CD’s	such	
as	 the	Dorfel	Families	newest	CD	
and	Frank	Solivan	II	has	taken	her	
under	his	wing	to	produce	her	first	
CD.	On	this	day	she	took	the	stage	
with	Frank	Solivan	Sr,	Frank	Soli-
van	II,	Pat	Wright	of	Country	Cur-
rent,	Alan	Bartram	of	the	Del	Mc-
Coury	Band	and	sang	a	 song	that	
she	wrote.
	 I’ll	 always	 remember	 her	 on	
that	 final	 Kids	 on	 Bluegrass	 per-
formance	singing	the	words	to	her	
song	with	the	two	Franks	that	have	
meant	so	much	to	her	all	through	
these	years	and	with	her	California	
Bluegrass	family	that	loves	her	so	in	
the	audience.	
The	 song	 starts	 with	 “There’s	 a	
dream	 you	 just	 keep	 chasin”	 and	
the	 chorus	 starts	 with	 “Just	 keep	
holdin’	on	to	your	dreams”	and	the	
song	 ends	 with	 “Just	 look	 for	 me	
and	 I’ll	 be	 there	 for	 you”.	 	 Well,	
Angelica,	 You	 keep	 chasin’	 your	
dream,	and	just	keep	holding	on	to	
your	dreams	and	we’ll	look	for	you	
and	we’ll	be	there	for	you.
	 Yes,	Life	is	like	a	box	of	choco-
lates	 and	 you	 never	 know	 what	
you’re	gonna	get.		On	this	weekend	
our	 box	 of	 chocolates	 was	 filled	
to	 the	brim	with	 the	best	kids	on	
earth,	our	Kids	on	Bluegrass!

Garrett, Emilee and Houstin Morrison sing the Crawdad Song
KOB photos: Steven Elliott

Finale "Rocky Top" sung by Tanner, Courtney, Brandy, and Tori Christensen 
with Wayne Taylor and Rhonda Vincent

Kids on Bluegrass - Fathers Day Festival 2007
From B-8
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2007 CBA Father's Day Festival photos

Keith Arneson and Wayne Taylor of Country Current
photo: Gino Cecchetto

Gene and Kathy Kirkpatrick express their opinion.
photo: Mark Varner

Bob Thomas wears many hats for 
the CBA
photo: Mark Varner

Mark Anderson of the Minnesota band, Monroe Crossing. 
photo: Brenda Hough

A warning posted at Camp Spam.
photo: Mike Melnyk

Richard Brandenburg and Julay Brooks 
perform on the Vern's stage

photo: Mike Melnyk

Savanna Agardy jams
photo: Jerry Manning
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2007 CBA FDF photos

Special guest Laurie Lewis joined Dale Ann Bradley on stage.
photo: Brenda Hough

Nancy Zuniga created a beautiful work of art 
honoring the KOB program on an old guitar. 

Sharon Elliott helped with the idea.
 photo: Mark Varner

The famous Nevada County Red 
examines an impostor

photo: Nancy Zuniga

Alan Bond celebrates his birthday.
photo: Mike Melnyk

CBA Director Craig Wilson
 photo: Mark Varner
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Darrell Johnston
Kids Instrument 
Lending Library

The Darrell Johnston Kids Instrument 
Lending Library  was established in 
memory of CBA’s former Treasurer who 
died suddenly in 2004.  He was a generous 
man who loved music and was especially 
fond of the Kids on Bluegrass and helping 
young people acquire instruments to play 
Bluegrass Music.

Darrell made the first instrument 
donations to the program that would later 
become the Kids Instrument Lending 
Library and supported the program with 
his wallet and his heart.  

The lending library has collected donated 
instruments, had professional luthiers set 
them up to be played, and established 
a program for lending instruments to 
families for their children’s use. 

To borrow an instrument for a child or for further information regarding this 
program, please contact:

Aimee Anderson playing the first fiddle 
from the lending library on the CBA stage 
at Grass Valley in 2005.

Photo by Bob Calkins

 Sharon or Steve Elliott  at 510-728-7613 
or email kidslendinglibrary@yahoo.com

CBA sponsored jam every 1st Wednesday

116 Clement Street, SF

TEMECULA	-	Southern	California's	best	blue-
grass	 bands	will	 be	 featured	 at	 the	Old	Town	
Temecula	Community	Theater	Mercantile	 ev-
ery	Friday	night	July	20	through	August	31.
	 The	"Merc"	was	a	hit	with	bluegrass	bands	
during	 the	 2007	 Festival	 and	 created	 a	 buzz	
through	the	bluegrass	community	for	its	perfect	
acoustics.
	 Concerts	are	from	7	p.m.	to	9	p.m.	Bands	
are:	 July	 20,	 Bla-
derunners,	 July	
27,	 Temeku	 Blue-
grass,	 August	 3,	
Grassbackwards,	
August	 10,	 Scott	
Gates	 &	 Vintage,	
August	 17,	 Andy	
Rau	Band,	August	
24,	Sligo	Rags,	and	
August	31,	Silvera-
do	Bluegrass	Band.	
The	 concerts	 are	
free	 and	 part	 of	
Hot	 Summer	
Nights.
	 Bluegrass	 Blast	
is	 August	 10	 and	
11	 with	 Bluegrass	
Bands	playing	Fri-
day	 and	 Saturday	
nights	 throughout	

Old	Town.	Friday's	lineup	includes	Sligo	Rags,	
Sheri	 Lee	 Band,	 and	 Cliff	 Wagner	 and	 Old	
Number	 7.	 Saturday's	 line	 up	 includes	 Andy	
Rau,	and	Silverado	Bluegrass	Band.
	 Seating	 at	 the	 concert	 is	 first-come,	 first-
serve	and	limited.	The	Mercantile	is	located	at	
42051	Main	Street,	Old	Town	Temecula.	For	
more	information	call	(951)	694-6412,	or	visit	
www.Temeculacalifornia.com.

Free bluegrass concerts 
every Friday in Old Town 
Temecula

Andy Rau Band performs at Temecula

The Bluegrass Bard - 
Cliff Compton
Campmeeting Cabin

And	it’s	a	camp	meeting	cabin
And	I’ve	been	going	here	since	I	was	a	child
This	old	cabin	is	just	a	box
Four	walls,	a		tin	roof	and	a	floor	with	jute	backed	
linoleum	floor
A	fifty	year	old	bed,	a	simple	wood	table
And	an	old	propane	oven
And	I	go	there	to	find	the	lord
I	suppose	I	could	find	him	closer	to	home,
But	at	least	I	know	he’s	there
A	run	into	him	every	year

I	remember	as	a	boy
How	this	group	of	musicians	that	called	themselves	“the	serenaders”
Would	wander	around	the	camp	grounds	till	about	10:30	at	night
Playing	beautiful	gospel	music
A	couple	of	fiddles,	a	guitar,	harmonica,	banjo,	mandolin,
Maybe	even	a	cello
And	I’d	drift	off	to	sleep	listening	to
“How	Beautiful	Heaven	Must	Be”
Or	“In	the	Garden”
And	with	every	year	the	group	would	change
Someone	would	die	or	just	stop	coming
A	new	voice	would	perk	our	ears
And	we’d	wonder	who	it	was
And	then	one	day	it	was	me
And	I	was	singing	“I’ll	fly	away,	and	“Will	the	circle	be	unbroken.”
And	my	baby’s	were	hearing	my	voice	in	the	night	air
As	they	drifted	off	to	sleep

And	I	left	too
Stopped	coming	back
Started	doing	the	devils	music
Having	a	good	old	time
putting	diamonds	into	Satan's	jeweled	crown
And	I	went	a	long	ways	from	that	old	cabin
In	that	campground
But	I	never	forgot	it
And	in	the	middle	of	the	night
I	could	hear	those	old	songs

And	one	day	I	went	back
And	I’ve	been	going	back	every	year
Back	to	that	old	cabin
With	the	peeling	paint
And	the	pine	needle	covered	path
And	this	year	I	set	down	with	my	friend	Lee	Vories
And	he	pulled	out	his	banjo	and	I	got	my	guitar
And	my	friend	Peter	brought	his	ukulele
And	Brother	Rene	his	accordian,
And	there	was	a	fiddle	and	a	harmonica
Three	mandolins,	a	bass	and	Joel	McCarvel	on	for	an	extra	guitar
And	we	played,	just	like	the	old	days
The	same	songs,
Just	like	the	serenaders
Just	like	time	never	happened
Just	like	it	was	1955	and	I	was	drifting	off	to	sleep
At	10:30	at	night
Listening	to	Silvia	Hiatts’	voice
Singing	“How	Beautiful	Heaven	Must	Be”.

The	Atlas	Cafe	hosts	 live	bluegrass	music	every	Thursday	from	8-10	PM.	
The	Atlas	Cafe	is	located	at	3049--20th	St.	at	Alabama	St	in	San	Francisco.	
The	phone	number	is	415-648-1047.	Webaddress	is	www.atlascafe.net.	No	
cover	charge!

August	2		"The	Dark	Hollow	Band"-first	Thursday	every	month
Aubust	9			tba
August	16	"The	Deciders"--bluegrass	&	newgrass
August	23	"Belle	Monroe	&	her	Brewgrass	Boys"--bluegrass
August	30	Bluegrass	&	old-time	music	jam	session--last	Thursday	every	
month

Bluegrass at Atlas Cafe
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Bluegrass Sundays at 
the Redwood City 
Library
By Patrick Weldon 
	 The	Jam	“Bluegrass	Sundays”	is	
currently	sponsored	by	The	North-
ern	 California	 Bluegrass	 Society	
and	 hosted	 by	 the	 Redwood	 City	
Public	 Library.	 This	 is	 an	 exten-
sion	of	Patrick	Weldon’s	Music	@	
The	 Library,	 Summer	 Series,	 for	
2007.	The	RWC	Library	 folks	are	
very	encouraging	toward	LIVE	and	
lively	music.
	 We’re	 into	our	3rd	year	of	do-
ing	the	M	@	TL	event,	showcasing	
talented,	 acoustic,	 musicians.	 En-
compassing	a	wide	range	of	music,	
The	M	@	TL	has	offered	Folk,	Jazz,	
Bluegrass	and	Country	to	the	audi-
ences.	
	 Having	started	up	again	in	May	
2007,	 I	 want	 to	 present	 a	 solid	
Bluegrass	 offering	 in	 Redwood	
City.	A	Bluegrass	Jam	is	a	good	way	
to	kick	this	off.	
	 Though	 all	 skill	 levels	 of	 play-
ers	are	invited,	this	is	not	a	SLOW	
Jam.	For	 folks	 just	 starting	out	 in	
Bluegrass	 expect	 to	 be	 stretched.	
Experienced	Intermediate	and	Ad-
vanced	players	are	defacto	mentors	
in	this	setting.
	 Interested,	drop	by	the	Library	 Patrick “Doc” Weldon

PRESENTING THE EIGHTH ANNUAL 

The Kings River Bluegrass Association 
SEPTEMBER 21ST, 22ND AND 23RD , 2007 
HOBBS GROVE PARK – SANGER, CA

Featuring:

LOST HIGHWAY 
Pacific Ocean Bluegrass Band 

The Mighty Crows and Lost Coast 
Frank L. Solivan & Kids on Bluegrass 

Smiley Mountain 
Band, Heartland Harvest, Kenny Hall and The Long Haul String Band, Boys in The 
Woods, The Kings River Gospelairs, Baloney Creek, The Dalton Mountain Gang, 
String Bandits, Sam Criswell & GroundSpeed and Angelica Grimm and Friends

Jerry Johnston - 559 225 6016 - tophawker@yahoo.com

WEB SITE www.KRBLUE.NET

at	1044	Middlefield	Road	(between	
Jefferson	 Ave.	 and	 Main	 Street),	
Sundays	from	1pm-4pm’ish.	Bring	
armless	 folding	 chairs	 if	 you	need	
them.	The	Library	provides	 chairs	
with	arms	and	tables	with	umbrel-
las.	I’m	trying	to	have	Alana’s	Cafe	
open	 their	 Food	 Service,	 onsite,	
at	 the	 Library.	 Until	 that	 hap-
pens,	 bring	 water	 and	 snacks	 as	
required.
	 E-mail	 me,	 Patrick	 Weldon,	
jpweldon@earthlink.net	 to	 get	 on	
the	Bluegrass	Sundays	mailing	list.	
Include	“Bluegrass	Sundays”	in	the	
subject	line.
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the	weekend	at	many	festivals	and	
L&S	 Promotions	 wishes	 to	 thank	
them	for	their	respective	help	and	
commitment.	 	 The	 PLYMOUTH	
“KIDS	ON	STAGE	“performance	
takes	 place	 Sunday	 at	 10:00	 for	 a	
full	45	min	set.	This	performance	is	
one	best	attended	sets	of	the	festi-
val.	It	has	become	a	popular	part	of	
the	festival	among	many	fans.	This	
is	our	future	and	because	of	Frank’s	

dedication	the	music	will	continue	
to	 grow	 among	 our	 young	 blue-
grass	kids.	You	won’t	want	to	miss	
this	exciting	part	of	the	Plymouth	
festival.
	 In	 addition	 to	 the	 Kids	 on	
Stage	this	year’s	line-up	for	The	5th	
Annual	 “PLYMOUTH”	 BLUE-
GRASSIN’	 IN	 THE	 FOOT-
HILLS”	is	again	solid	as	they	come	
with	 the	 outstanding	 talent	 and	
smooth	sounds	of	“MARTY	RAY-

BON”	&	Full	Circle.	Marty	brings	
his	 smooth	 sounds	 to	 the	 Plym-
outh	stage	both	Friday	&	Saturday	
nights	with	a	special	1	½	hour	set	to	
close	Friday’s	show.	From	the	very	
first	time	you	heard	Marty,	as	the	
lead	 singer	 of	 the	 award	 winning	
country	music	group	Shenandoah,	
singing	“Mama	Knows”,	“Ghost	in	
This	House”,	“Two	Dozen	Roses”,	
“Church	 on	 Cumberland	 Road”,	
and	 “Somewhere	 In	 The	 Vicinity	
Of	 the	 Heart”	 you	 knew	 he	 was	
one	 of	 those	 gifted	 vocalists.	 He	
can	take	a	lyric	and	put	heartbreak	
into	the	melody	like	no	other	sing-
er	 before	him.	His	 stage	presence	
and	control	keeps	audiences	glued	
to	 their	 seats	offering	great	music	
and	 entertainment.	 He	 brings	 a	
great	blend	of	dynamic	 and	 soul-
ful	 music	 to	 the	 bluegrass	 scene	
with	a	refreshing	&	smooth	touch.	
This	is	a	show	you	will	not	want	to	
see!	Also	be	sure	to	catch	his	vocals	
workshop.
	 And	 we	 are	 just	 getting	 start-
ed….also	 appearing	 will	 be	 the	
powerful	 &	 talented	 performance	
of	The	U.S.	NAVY	BLUEGRASS	
BAND	 COUNTRY	 CURRENT	
(	 Washington	 D.C.),	 The	 music	
&	 exceptional	 talent	 of	 the	 these	
great	 musicians	 will	 bring	 you	 to	
your	feet.	Their	dedication	to	their	
music	 is	 like	 none	 other	 as	 they	
will	 hit	 the	 stage	Friday	&	Satur-
day	 nights	 with	 their	 special	 1	 ½	
hour	 set	 to	 close	 Saturday’s	 show.		
Be	sure	to	catch	workshops	by	se-
lected	 band	 members.	 Watch	 for	
further	details	with	 times.	 Joining	
with	 more	 outstanding	 and	 supe-
rior	music	will	be	the	great	sounds	
of	Nothin’	Fancy	 (VA)	which	was	
formed	as	a	bluegrass	band	in	Sep-
tember	 of	 1994.	 This	 band	 keeps	
the	 fans	 thoroughly	 entertained	
with	 their	 fun-loving	 stage	 show.		
Since	 their	 auspicious	debut;	 they	
have	grown	in	popularity	with	their	
great	blend	of	outstanding	singing	
by	Mike	Andes.	 	A	fan	favorite	at	
our	recent	Parker,	AZ.	festival	with	
their	wonderful	stage	comedy.	Lor-
raine	 Jordan	 &	 Carolina	 Road.	
(NC).	 Lorraine	 plays	 mandolin	
for	 The	 Daughters	 of	 Bluegrass.	
The	 Daughters	 of	 Bluegrass	 won	
the	 IBMA	 Recorded	 Event	 of	 the	
Year	award	in	2006.	As	the	band's	
emcee,	 Lorraine	 demonstrates	 an	
outgoing	personality	and	charisma	
that	draws	audiences.	She	is	the	in-
spiration	behind	the	group	being	a	
finalist	for	Entertainers	of	the	Year.	
More	 great	 music	 by	 Williams	 &	
Clark	 Expedition	 (TN).	 This	 will	
be	the	first	west	coast	trip	for	this	
exciting	 band	 with	 a	 tremendous	
bluegrass	resume	as	Blake	Williams	
played	banjo	with	two	of	bluegrass	
music’s	 forefathers	 Lester	 Flatt	 &	
the	great	Bill	Monroe	for	10	years.	
IIIrd	Generation	(OK)	has	hit	the	
bluegrass	scene	with	their	talented	
group	 of	 musicians	 who	 perform	
hard-driving	 traditional	 bluegrass	
music.	 Young	 and	 energetic,	 the	
band	 consistently	 entertains	 audi-
ences	all	over	the	United	States	and	
Canada.	 Based	 out	 of	 Norman,	
Oklahoma,	the	band	was	originally	

Frank Solivan and KOB - a major part of
Bluegrassin' in the Foothills Plymouth, September 14-16, 2007

formed	 in	 1995	 by	 Mark	 Phillips	
and	his	father,	Wayne	Phillips,	and	
the	band's	sound	has	evolved	into	
a	 crowd-pleasing	 blend	 of	 tradi-
tional	 and	 original	 bluegrass	 mu-
sic.	Flint	Hill	 Special	 (AZ)	brings	
their	 award-winning	 band	 which	
has	developed	a	distinctive	style	in	
its	delivery	of	Traditional	Bluegrass	
Music.	The	band's	 contagious	 en-
thusiasm,	 which	 often	 brings	 the	
audience	 to	 its	 feet	 with	 delight.	
This	 group	 of	 professional	 musi-
cians,	 with	 diverse	 backgrounds,	
share	 the	 same	 love	 for	 bluegrass	
music,	and	it	shows	The	band	with	
ties	 to	 New	 Mexico,	 Texas,	 and	
Oklahoma,	 has	 been	 featured	 on	
Radio,	TV,	Bluegrass	Concerts,	and	
Festivals	throughout	the	Southwest	
and	 Midwestern	 States	 including	
our	 Parker	 &	Yuma,	 AZ	 festivals.	
The	F-150’s	(CA)	with	their	many	
years	of	experience	bring	a	unique	
style	of	fresh	&	traditional	music	to	
fans	 in	 and	around	 the	California	
&	 Nevada	 bluegrass	 scene.	 Their	
presence	and	stage	demeanor	make	
fans	 feel	 a	 part	 of	 the	 show.	 Also	
appearing	will	be	the	2006	PLYM-
OUTH	 emerging	 artist	 winners	
the	Mighty	Crows	(Ca.)	with	their	
great	sounds	and	energy	which	was	
displayed	 last	 year	 on	 the	 Plym-
outh	 stage.	 This	 band	 is	 playing	
many	 	 	Northern	California	 festi-
vals	after	winning	last	year’s	award.	
Rounding	out	our	exciting	line-up	
will	be	The	Blade	Runners.	After	a	
3	 ½	 year	 layoff	 this	 band	 is	 back	
together	with	great	vocals	by	band	
leader	Sandy	MacLean.	Their	edgy	
instrumental	 spunk	 characterizes	
the	blend	of	modern	contemporary	
&	progressive	music.	Their	attitude	
and	determination	 to	grow	makes	
their	 performance	 a	 refreshing	
band	to	hear.				
	 Once	 again	 the	 emerging	 art-
ist	 performances	 will	 feature	 ex-
citing	 and	 talented	 bands	 which	
are	 on	 their	 way	 up.	 Two	 of	 the	
four	bands	selected	which	will	put	
on	 shows	 you	 won’t	 want	 to	 miss	
are	 The	 Barefoot	 Nellies	 (Ca.)	 &,	
Rita	 Hosking	 (Ca.)	 with	 more	 to	
be	 added.	 Emerging	 artist	 per-
formances	 will	 take	 place	 Friday.	
What	has	become	one	of	the	most	
popular	parts	of	 the	 festival	 is	 the	

“KIDS	ON	STAGE”	performance	
which	due	to	 increased	popularity	
continues	to	be	a	full	45	min.	set.	
Frank	Solivan	Sr.,	Steve	&	Sharon	
Elliott	 have	 taken	 the	 kids	 show	
to	 another	 level.	 They	 continue	
to	work	closely	and	patiently	with	
these	kids	which	will	be	the	future	
of	our	great	music.	I’m	sure	the	au-
dience	 will	 be	 packed	 during	 this	
set,	as	it	should	be.	
	 After	 last	 years	great	 sound-re-
inforcement	 with	 the	 use	 of	 their	
new	 state	 of	 the	 art	 equipment	
Northern	 California’s	 John	 Senior	
Sound	 Co.	 will	 man	 the	 sound	
which	figures	to	again	be	outstand-
ing.	This	same	equipment	was	used	
for	our	Parker.	AZ.		festival	receiv-
ing	 great	 reviews.	 The	 popular	
LATE-NIGHT	 DANCE	 returns	
with	the	sounds	of	PUSH	PLAY	to	
dance	the	night	away.	After	chang-
ing	last	years	day	&	time	to	allow	
for	late	jamming	after	the	dance,	it	
will	again	take	place	earlier	so	that	
those	great	jammers	can	dance	and	
then	 go	pick	 all	 night.	The	dance	
will	 be	 Friday	 night	 from	 10:00	
pm.	 -	 12:00	 am	 in	 the	 Pokerville	
Hall.	
	 As	you	can	see	our	festival	will	
again	offer	a	great	fun-filled	week-
end	 with	 outstanding	 world	 class	
music,	super	art’s	&	craft	vendors,	
outstanding	 food	&	beverage,	 the	
ever	popular	classic	car	show	(Sat)	
music	 workshops,	 including	 a	 be-
ginners	workshop	“Introductory	to	
Bluegrass	 101”	 and	 of	 course	 the	
great	 jamming	 will	 be	 non-stop.	
Sunshine	the	clown	returns	for	the	
kids	entertainment	and	don’t	forget	
about	our	great	raffles	with	special	
instruments.
	 Early	camping/jamming	is	wel-
come	beginning	Monday	Sept.	10,	
2007!	 Showers,	 restrooms	 dump	
station	on-site.	Ice	available	on	site.		
Purchase	 early-bird	 tickets	on-line	
or	 by	mail.	 For	 additional	 festival	
information	and	 ticket	prices	 call:	
L&S	Promotions~Larry	&	Sondra	
Baker	(209)	785-4693	or	visit	our	
website:	 www.landspromotions.
com	 	 Again	 this	 will	 be	 a	 festival	
you	won’t	want	to	miss	as	we	bring	
you	 a	 fun-filled	 w/e	 of	 great	 mu-
sic	 and	 entertainment.	 LIFE	 IS	
GOOD!	See	you	there!

Williams and Clark Expedition

Marty Raybon, shown here with Marty Varner and Angelica Grim, is a 
major proponent of youth in bluegrass

photo: Steve Elliott

(800) 845-7791

Only
$4,427

with hardcase

www.deeringbanjos.com

Deering
The Great American Banjo Company

The “Pre-War” sound
is here today!

Golden Era
The

The Golden Age is Now!

Continued on B-1
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BAND GIGS 
& CONCERTS 
�/1/�007	--	Whiskey	Brothers,	will	
perform	at	9	pm	at	Albatross	Pub,	
1822	 San	 Pablo	 Ave.,	 Berkeley,	
CA.	 	 For	 information,	 call	 Craig	
Fletcher	at	(510)	654-3486	or	visit	
www.albatrosspub.com
�/1/�007	 --	 FRAGMENT	 (blue-
grass	from	the	Czech	Republic)	at	
the	Plough	and	Stars,	116	Clement	
St.,	San	Francisco,	CA.	For	 infor-
mation,	call	415-751-1122	or	visit	
http://pweb.jps.net/%7Ejgilder/
plough.html
�/1/�007	 --	 Sidesaddle	 &	 Com-
pany	 will	 perform	 from	 6-8	 pm	
at	 Sam's	 Barbeque,	 1110	 S.	 Bas-
com	 Avenue,	 San	 Jose,	 CA.	 	 For	
information	 or	 reservations,	 call	
408-297-9151	or	visit	http://www.
samsbbq.com
�/�/�007	 --	Jammin'	Salmon	will	
perform	at	The	Swingin'	Door,	102	
E.	25th	Ave.,	San	Mateo,	CA.		For	
information,	call	520-376-7282	or	
visit	www.theswingindoor.com
�/�/�007	 --	 Ed	 Neff	 &	 Friends	
will	 play	 at	 the	 Willowbrook	 Ale	
House,	3600	Petaluma	Blvd.,	Peta-
luma,	 CA.	 	 For	 information,	 call	
707-775-4232.	
�/�/�007	--	Salt	Martians	will	play	
from	 5:30	 to	 7:30	 pm	 at	 Tupelo	
Junction	 Cafe,	 1218	 State	 Street,	
Santa	 Barbara,	 CA.	 	 	 Call	 (805)	
899-3900	 for	 dinner	 reservations.	
For	information,	visit	http://www.
tupelojunction.com/
�/�/�007	 --	 Angie	 Stevens	 will	
perform	at	Johnny	V's,	31	E.	Santa	
Clara	St.,	San	Jose,	CA.		For	infor-
mation,	call	408-947-8470	or	visit	
http://www.myspace.com/johnny-
vslivemusic
�/�/�007	 --	 Gayle	 Lynn	 &	 Her	
Hired	Hands	will	perform	at	Fin-
bar	 Devine's	 Irish	 Pub,	 145	 Ken-
tucky	St.,	 Petaluma,	CA.	 	For	 in-
formation,	 call	 707-762-9800	 or	
visit	www.finbarspetaluma.com
�/�/�007	 --	 Sonoma	 Mountain	
Band	 will	 perform	 at	 Murphy's	
Irish	 Pub,	 464	 First	 Street,	 So-
noma,	 CA.	 	 For	 information,	 call	
707-935-0660,	 email	 murphy@
sonomapub.com,	or	visit	www.so-
nomapub.com
�/�/�007	--	Antsy	McClain	&	the	
Trailer	Park	Troubadours	in	concert	
at	8	pm	at	the	Palms,	at	the	Win-
ters	Opera	House,	13	Main	Street,	
Winters,	 CA.	Tickets	 are	 $12	 per	
person.		For	information	or	tickets,	
call	 530-795-1825,	 email	 palms@
yolo.com,	or	visit	www.palms.com
�/�/�007	 --	Grass	Backwards	 free	
concert	from	7	to	9	pm	at	the	Old	
Town	 Temecula	 Theater,	 42051	
Main	 Street,	Temecula,	 CA.	 	 Part	
of	 Hot	 Summer	 Nights	 in	 Old	
Town	Temecula.	 For	 information,	
call	 951-694-6412,	 email	 mel-
sads@aol.com,	 or	 visit	 www.tem-
eculacalifornia.com
�/�/�007	 --	 Sidesaddle	 &	 Com-
pany	7:30	pm	concert	at	The	Barn,	
4390	 Hecker	 Pass	 Road,	 Gilroy,	
CA.	 Reservations	 are	 mandatory.		
For	more	 information,	 visit	www.
barnconcerts.com	 or	 email	 lisa@
lisaonbass.com.
�/�/�007	 --	 Cliff	 Wagner	 &	 The	
Old	#7	will	perform	at	Boulevard	

Muisc,	4316	Sepulveda	Blvd.,	Cul-
ver	City,	CA.		For	information,	call	
310-398-2583	or	visit	www.boule-
vardmusic.com
�/�/�007	 --	 Antsy	 McClain	 &	
the	Trailer	Park	Troubadours	8	pm	
concert	 at	 the	 West	 Side	 Theatre,	
1331	 Main	 Street	 Newman,	 CA.		
Doors	open	at	7	pm.	 	Tickets	 are	
$22	 General	 and	 $25	 Reserved	
Seats.	 	For	 information	or	 tickets,	
call	 209-	 862-4490,	 email	 info@
westsidetheatre.org,	or	visit	http://
www.westsidetheatre.org
�/�/�007	--	The	Notorious	Shank	
Brothers	 will	 perform	 from	 6	 to	
8:30	 pm	 at	 Al	 Shank’s	 BBQ	 Res-
taurant,	 667	 Main	 Street,	 Wood-
land,	 CA.	 	 For	 information,	 call	
530-406-8862	 or	 email	 goatcab-
in@notoriousshankbrothers.com,
�/�/�007	 --	 The	 Spillit	 Quikkers	
will	 play	 from	 11	 am	 to	 1	 pm	 at	
Hoppy	 Brewing	 Company,	 6300	
Folsom	 Blvd.,	 Sacramento,	 CA.		
For	 information	 or	 reservations,	
call	 916.451.4677,	 email	 teeroy@
hoppy.com	 or	 visit	 www.hoppy.
com
�/�/�007	 --	 Bluegrass	 Revolution	
will	 play	 at	 Finbar	 Devine's	 Irish	
Pub,	145	Kentucky	St.,	Petaluma,	
CA.	 	 For	 information,	 call	 707-
762-9800	or	visit	www.finbarspeta-
luma.com
�/�/�007	--	The	Four	Finger	String	
Band	will	play	from	10	am	to	noon	
at	the	Downtown	Palo	Alto	Farm-
ers	 Market	 on	 Gilman	 Street	 be-
hind	the	Post	Office	 in	Palo	Alto,	
CA.	 	 For	 information,	 visit	 www.
fourfingerstringband.com.
�/�/�007	 --	 The	 Spillit	 Quikkers	
will	perform	at	9	pm	at	the	Fox	n'	
Goose	Pub,	1001	R	Street,	Sacra-
mento,	 CA.	 	 $5	 cover	 charge	 for	
21+	 only.	 	 For	 information,	 call	
916)	443-8825	or	visit	http://www.
foxandgoose.com
�/�/�007	 --	 Homespun	 Rowdy	
Rowdy	 plays	 from	 8:30	 –	 10:30	
pm	 at	 Amnesia,	 853	Valencia	 St.,	
San	Francisco,	CA.	 	For	 informa-
tion,	 call	 (415)	 970-8336,	 email	
info@homespunrowdy.com	or	visit	
www.homespunrowdy.com
�/7/�007	 --	Bean	Creek	will	play	
from	 6-8	 pm	 at	 Sam's	 Barbeque,	
1110	S.	Bascom	Avenue,	San	Jose,	
CA.	 	 For	 information	 or	 reserva-
tions,	 call	 408-297-9151	 or	 visit	
http://www.samsbbq.com
�/�/�007	 --	 Diana	 Donnelly	 &	
the	Yes	Ma'ams	will	play	from	6-8	
pm	pm	at	Sam's	Barbeque,	1110	S.	
Bascom	Avenue,	San	Jose,	CA.		For	
information	 or	 reservations,	 call	
408-297-9151	or	visit	http://www.
samsbbq.com
�/�/�007	 --	 Ed	 Neff	 &	 Friends	
will	 play	 at	 the	 Willowbrook	 Ale	
House,	3600	Petaluma	Blvd.,	Peta-
luma,	 CA.	 	 For	 information,	 call	
707-775-4232	
�/�/�007	--	Salt	Martians	will	play	
from	 5:30	 to	 7:30	 pm	 at	 Tupelo	
Junction	 Cafe,	 1218	 State	 Street,	
Santa	 Barbara,	 CA.	 	 	 Call	 (805)	
899-3900	 for	 dinner	 reservations.	
For	information,	visit	http://www.
tupelojunction.com/
�/�/�007	 --	 Dan	 Hicks	 &	 The	
Hot	 Licks	 8	 pm	 concert	 at	 Black	
Oak	 Casino,	 19400	 Tuolumne	

Road	 North,	 Tuolumne,	 CA.		
Co-sponsored	 by	 the	 CBA.	 	 For	
information,	 call	 Brent	 Pierce	 at	
877-747-8777,	 email	 bpierce@
blackoakcasino.com	 or	 visit	 www.
blackoakcasino.com
�/�/�007	 --	 Ed	 Neff	 &	 Friends	
will	 play	 at	 the	 Willowbrook	 Ale	
House,	3600	Petaluma	Blvd.,	Peta-
luma,	 CA.	 	 For	 information,	 call	
707-775-4232.
�/10/�007	–	Bluegrass	Buffet	fea-
turing	Belle	Monroe	&	Her	Brew-
glass	 Boys,	 Bluegrass	 Revolution	
and	the	Mighty	Crows	8	pm	at	the	
Freight	and	Salvage	Coffee	House,	
1111	Addison	Street,	Berkeley,	CA.	
Tickets	 are	 $15.50	 advance	 and	
$16.50	at	the	door.	 	For	 informa-
tion	or	 tickets,	call	510-548-1761	
or	visit	www.freightandsalvage.org
�/10/�007	--	Five	Dollar	Suit	will	
play	at	Finbar	Devine's	 Irish	Pub,	
145	 Kentucky	 St.,	 Petaluma,	 CA.		
For	 information,	 call	 707-762-
9800	 or	 visit	 www.finbarspetalu-
ma.com
�/11/�007	--	Keystone	Station	will	
perform	 at	 Murphy's	 Irish	 Pub,	
464	First	Street,	Sonoma,	CA.		For	
information,	 call	 707-935-0660,	
email	 murphy@sonomapub.com,	
or	visit	www.sonomapub.com
�/10/�007	 --	Scott	Gates	&	Vin-
tage	 free	 concert	 from	 7	 to	 9	 pm	
at	 the	 Old	 Town	 Temecula	 The-
ater,	42051	Main	Street,	Temecula,	
CA.	 	Part	of	Hot	Summer	Nights	
in	Old	Town	Temecula.	For	infor-
mation,	 call	 951-694-6412,	 email	
melsads@aol.com,	 or	 visit	 www.
temeculacalifornia.com
�/11/�007	--	Cliff	Wagner	&	The	
Old	#7	and	Sligo	Rags	 concert	 at	
the	 Grand	 Vision	 Performance	
Space,	 434	 West	 6th	 Street,	 San	
Pedro,	CA.		A	portion	of	the	pro-
ceeds	will	be	dedicated	to	restoring	
the	historic	Warner	Grant	Theater.	
Tickets	 are	 $15	 per	 person.	 	 For	
information,	 call	 310-833-4813,	
email	 robin@oldnumber7.net,	 or	
visit	www.oldnumber7.net
�/11/�007	--	The	Spillit	Quikkers	
will	play	from	9	am	to	noon	at	the	
Davis	Farmers'	Market,	4th	and	C	
Streets,	Davis,	CA.		Free	and	open	
to	 all	 ages.	 	 For	 information,	 call	
530-756-1695	or	visit	www.davis-
farmersmarket.org
�/11/�007	 --	The	Biscuit	Burners	
in	 concert	 at	 the	 West	 Side	 The-
atre,	 1331	 Main	 Street	 Newman,	
CA.		Tickets	are	$14	General	/	$17	
Reserved.		Doors	7	pm;	show	at	8	
pm.	 	 For	 information	 or	 tickets,	
call	 209)	 862-4490,	 email	 info@
westsidetheatre.org	 or	 visit	 http://
www.westsidetheatre.org
�/1�/�007	 --	 Mighty	 Crows	 will	
perform	 from	 noon	 to	 3	 pm	 at	
the	Sand	Dollar	Restaurant,	3458	
Shoreline	Highway,	Stinson	Beach,	
CA.	 	 For	 information,	 visit	 www.
brewglassboys.com
�/1�/�007	 --	 Bill	 Evans	 String	
Summit	 and	 The	 Websters	 with	
Scot	 Nygaard	 will	 perform	 at	 the	
Freight	and	Salvage	Coffee	House,	
1111	 Addison	 Street,	 Berkeley,	
CA.	 Tickets	 are	 $18.50	 advance	
and	$19.50	at	the	door.		For	tickets	
or	information,	call	510-548-1761	
or	visit	www.freightandsalvage.org

�/1�/�007	--	Carolina	Special	will	
play	 from	 6-8	 pm	 at	 Sam's	 Bar-
beque,	 1110	 S.	 Bascom	 Avenue,	
San	Jose,	CA.		For	information	or	
reservations,	call	408-297-9151	or	
visit	http://www.samsbbq.com
�/1�/�007	 --	Sidesaddle	&	Com-
pany	will	play	from	6-8	pm	at	Sam's	
Barbeque,	1110	S.	Bascom	Avenue,	
San	Jose,	CA.		For	information	or	
reservations,	call	408-297-9151	or	
visit	http://www.samsbbq.com
�/1�/�007	–	Lighthouse	will	per-
form	 at	 the	 Golden	 Goose	 Cof-
fee	 House,	 10001	 Maine	 Ave.,	
Lakeside,	 CA.	 	 For	 information,	
call	 619-390-1990	 or	 visit	 www.
waynerice.com/lhgigs.htm
�/1�/�007	 --	 Whiskey	 Brothers	
will	play	at	9	pm	at	 the	Albatross	
Pub,	1822	San	Pablo	Ave.,	Berke-
ley,	CA.		For	information,	call	510-
843-2473	 or	 visit	 www.albatross-
pub.com
�/1�/�007	 --	 Ed	 Neff	 &	 Friends	
will	 play	 at	 the	 Willowbrook	 Ale	
House,	3600	Petaluma	Blvd.,	Peta-
luma,	 CA.	 	 For	 information,	 call	
707-775-4232	
�/1�/�007	 --	 Salt	 Martians	 will	
play	from	5:30	to	7:30	pm	at	Tupe-
lo	Junction	Cafe,	1218	State	Street,	
Santa	 Barbara,	 CA.	 	 	 Call	 (805)	
899-3900	 for	 dinner	 reservations.	
For	information,	visit	http://www.
tupelojunction.com/
�/17/�007	 --	 Earthquake	 Coun-
try	will	play	from	8-10	pm	at	Blue	
Rock	Shoot	in	Saratoga,	CA.		For	
information,	call	408-867	3437.
�/17/�007	--	Lost	Coast	Bluegrass	
Band	will	perform	at	8	pm	at	 the	
Freight	and	Salvage	Coffee	House,	
1111	 Addison	 Street,	 Berkeley,	
CA.	 Tickets	 are	 $17.50	 advance	
and	$18.50	at	the	door.		For	tickets	
or	information,	call	510-548-1761	
or	visit	www.freightandsalvage.org
�/17/�007	 --	The	Biscuit	Burners	
will	perform	at	8	pm	at	the	Cayuga	
Vault,	 1100	 Soquel	 Ave.,	 Santa	
Cruz,	CA.		For	information,	email	
info@cayugavault.com	 or	 visit	
www.cayugavault.com
�/17/�007	--	Andy	Rau	Band	free	
concert	from	7	to	9	pm	at	the	Old	
Town	 Temecula	 Theater,	 42051	
Main	 Street,	Temecula,	 CA.	 	 Part	
of	 Hot	 Summer	 Nights	 in	 Old	
Town	Temecula.	 For	 information,	
call	 951-694-6412,	 email	 mel-
sads@aol.com,	 or	 visit	 www.tem-
eculacalifornia.com
�/17/�007	--	Cliff	Wagner	&	The	
Old	 #7	 will	 perform	 at	 the	 Brae-
mar	 Country	 Club	 Grill	 Room,	
4001	 Reseda	 Blvd.,	 Tarzana,	 CA.		
For	information	or	tickets,	contact	
Harley	 Tarlitz,	 BASC	 President,	
at	 bascinfo@socalbluegrass.org	 or	
visit	www.socalbluegrass.org
�/1�/�007	--	Fragment	(bluegrass	
from	 the	 Czech	 Republic)	 will	
perform	 at	 Mission	 City	 Coffee	
Roasting	Co.,	2221	The	Alameda,	
Santa	Clara,	CA.		For	information,	
contact	Dick	Brundle	at	831-479-
1399,	 email	 brundle@attglobal.
net,	 or	 visit	 www.fiddlingcricket.
com
�/1�/�007	 –	 The	 Four	 Finger	
String	 Band	 will	 play	 from	 9	 am	
to	noon	at	the	Main	Street	Coffee,	
150	 Elm	 Street,	 Redwood	 City,	

CA.	 	 For	 information,	 visit	 www.
mainstreetcoffee.com
�/�0/�007	 --	 Homespun	 Rowdy	
will	 play	 from	 7:30	 to	 10:30	 pm	
at	 Amnesia,	 853	Valencia	 St.	 (be-
tween	 19th	 &	 20th),	 San	 Fran-
cisco,	 CA.	 	 For	 information,	 call	
415-970-8336,	email	info@home-
spunrowdy.com,	 or	 visit	 www.
homespunrowdy.com
�/�1/�007	--	Cabin	Fever	will	play	
from	 6-8	 pm	 pm	 at	 Sam's	 Bar-
beque,	 1110	 S.	 Bascom	 Avenue,	
San	Jose,	CA.		For	information	or	
reservations,	call	408-297-9151	or	
visit	http://www.samsbbq.com
�/��/�007	 --	 Diana	 Donnelly	 &	
the	Yes	Ma'ams	will	play	from	6-8	
pm	pm	at	Sam's	Barbeque,	1110	S.	
Bascom	Avenue,	San	Jose,	CA.		For	
information	 or	 reservations,	 call	
408-297-9151	or	visit	http://www.
samsbbq.com
�/��/�007	 --	 Nell	 Robinson	 &	
Red	 Level	 will	 perform	 at	 Caffe	
Trieste,	601	Vallejo	Street	in	North	
Beach,	 San	 Francisco,	 CA.	 	 For	
information,	 call	 415-392-6729,	
email	 nellrobinson@sbcglobal.net	
or	 visit	 http://www.myspace.com/
nellrobinsonmusic.
�/��/�007	 --	 Salt	 Martians	 will	
play	from	5:30	to	7:30	pm	at	Tupe-
lo	Junction	Cafe,	1218	State	Street,	
Santa	 Barbara,	 CA.	 	 	 Call	 (805)	
899-3900	 for	 dinner	 reservations.	
For	information,	visit	http://www.
tupelojunction.com/
�/��/�007	 --	 Ed	 Neff	 &	 Friends	
will	 play	 at	 the	 Willowbrook	 Ale	
House,	3600	Petaluma	Blvd.,	Peta-
luma,	 CA.	 	 For	 information,	 call	
707-775-4232
�/��/�007	 --	 Fiddle	 Summit	 fea-
turing	Alasdair	Fraser,	8	pm	at	the	
Freight	and	Salvage	Coffee	House,	
1111	 Addison	 Street,	 Berkeley,	
CA.	 Tickets	 are	 $24.50	 advance	
and	$25.50	at	the	door.		For	tickets	
or	information,	call	510-548-1761	
or	visit	www.freightandsalvage.org
�/��/�007	 --	 The	 Waybacks	 will	
perform	at	8	pm	at	the	Freight	and	
Salvage	 Coffee	 House,	 1111	 Ad-
dison	Street,	Berkeley,	CA.	Tickets	
are	$17.50	advance	and	$18.50	at	
the	door.	 	For	 tickets	 or	 informa-
tion,	 call	 510-548-1761	 or	 visit	
www.freightandsalvage.org
�/��/�007	--	Sligo	Rags	free	con-
cert	 from	 7	 to	 9	 pm	 at	 the	 Old	
Town	 Temecula	 Theater,	 42051	
Main	 Street,	Temecula,	 CA.	 	 Part	
of	 Hot	 Summer	 Nights	 in	 Old	
Town	Temecula.	 For	 information,	
call	 951-694-6412,	 email	 mel-
sads@aol.com,	 or	 visit	 www.tem-
eculacalifornia.com
�/��/�007	 --	 High	 Country	 will	
perform	 at	 Murphy's	 Irish	 Pub,	
464	First	Street,	Sonoma,	CA.		For	
information,	 call	 707-935-0660,	
email	 murphy@sonomapub.com,	
or	visit	www.sonomapub.com
�/��/�007	 --	 Coyote	 Hill	 6	 pm	
free	concert	on	the	Rotary	Stage	in	
Eproson	Park	in	downtown	Twain	
Harte,	CA.	 	For	 information,	 call	
209-928-3688	 or	 visit	 www.coy-
otehill.net
�/��/�007	 --	Sonia	Shell	 and	 the	
Factor	of	Five	will	perform	at	 the	
Big	Basin	Bistro,	14480	Big	Basin	
Way,	Saratoga,	CA.	 	For	 informa-
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tion,	call	408-867-1764	
�/��/�007	 --	 The	 Four	 Finger	
String	Band	will	perform	at	9	pm	
at	The	Riptide,	3639	Taraval,	San	
Francisco,	 CA.	 	 For	 information,	
visit	 www.fourfingerstringband.
com	or	www.riptidesf.com	
�/�7/�007	–	The	McRae	Brothers	
will	play	from	6-8	pm	pm	at	Sam's	
Barbeque,	1110	S.	Bascom	Avenue,	
San	Jose,	CA.		For	information	or	
reservations,	call	408-297-9151	or	
visit	http://www.samsbbq.com
�/��/�007	 --	 Extreme	 Country	
will	play	from	6-8	pm	pm	at	Sam's	
Barbeque,	1110	S.	Bascom	Avenue,	
San	Jose,	CA.		For	information	or	
reservations,	call	408-297-9151	or	
visit	http://www.samsbbq.com
�/�0/�007	 --	 Dry	 Branch	 Fire	
Squad	will	perform	at	8	pm	at	the	
Freight	and	Salvage	Coffee	House,	
1111	 Addison	 Street,	 Berkeley,	
CA.	 Tickets	 are	 $17.50	 advance	
and	$18.50	at	the	door.		For	tickets	
or	information,	call	510-548-1761	
or	visit	www.freightandsalvage.org
�/�1/�007	 --	 Silverado	 Bluegrass	
Band	free	concert	from	7	to	9	pm	
at	 the	 Old	 Town	 Temecula	 The-
ater,	42051	Main	Street,	Temecula,	
CA.	 	Part	of	Hot	Summer	Nights	
in	Old	Town	Temecula.	For	infor-
mation,	 call	 951-694-6412,	 email	
melsads@aol.com,	 or	 visit	 www.
temeculacalifornia.com
�/1/�007	 --	 The	 Spillit	 Quikkers	
will	 play	 from	 11	 am	 to	 1	 pm	 at	
Hoppy	 Brewing	 Company,	 6300	
Folsom	 Blvd.,	 Sacramento,	 CA.		
For	 information	 or	 reservations,	
call	 916.451.4677,	 email	 teeroy@
hoppy.com	 or	 visit	 www.hoppy.
com
�/�/�007	 --	 Homespun	 Rowdy	
will	 play	 from	 7:30	 to	 10:30	 pm	
at	 Amnesia,	 853	Valencia	 St.	 (be-
tween	 19th	 &	 20th),	 San	 Fran-
cisco,	 CA.	 	 For	 information,	 call	
415-970-8336,	email	info@home-
spunrowdy.com,	 or	 visit	 www.
homespunrowdy.com
�/�/�007	--	Whiskey	Brothers	will	
play	at	9	pm	at	the	Albatross	Pub,	
1822	 San	 Pablo	 Ave.,	 Berkeley,	
CA.	 	 For	 information,	 call	 	 510-
843-2473	 or	 visit	 www.albatross-
pub.com
�/�/�007	–Vince	Gill	Family	and	
Friends	 concert	 featuring	 Amy	
Grant	and	the	Del	McCoury	Band	
at	Wente	Vineyard	and	Event	Cen-
ter,	5050	Arroyo	Road,	Livermore,	
CA.		Doors	open	at	6	pm,	concert	
at	 8:15	 pm.	 	 Tickets	 are	 $99	 --	
$259.	 Restaurant	 on	 the	 grounds	
for	 early	dinner.	 	For	 information	
or	 tickets,	 call	 415-421-TIX	 or	
visit	www.wentevineyards.com
�/7/�007	 --	 Vince	 Gill	 Fam-
ily	 and	 Friends	 concert	 featuring	
Amy	Grant	and	the	Del	McCoury	
Band	at	Kautz	Ironstone	Vineyards	
Ampitheatre,	1894	Six	Mile	Road,	
Murphys,	 CA.	 	 Doors	 open	 at	 7	
pm,	 concert	 at	 8	 pm.	Tickets	 are	
$45	for	general	admission	to	$215	
for	platinum	seating.	For	informa-
tion	or	 tickets,	call	209-728-1251	
or	visit	www.tickets.com
�/�/�007	 --	 The	 Spillit	 Quikkers	
will	play	from	9	am	to	noon	at	the	
Davis	Farmers'	Market,	4th	and	C	
Streets,	Davis,	CA.		Free	and	open	

to	 all	 ages.	 	 For	 information,	 call	
530-756-1695	or	visit	www.davis-
farmersmarket.org
�/�/�007	–	The	Stairwell	Sisters	8	
pm	 concert	 at	 the	 Cayuga	 Vault,	
1100	 Soquel	 Ave.,	 Santa	 Cruz,	
CA.	 	 For	 information	 or	 tickets,	
call	 831-421-9471,	 email	 info@
cayugavault.com,	or	 visit	www.ca-
yugavault.com
�/�/�007	 --	 Jamie	 Laval	 &	 Ash-
ley	 Broder	 concert	 at	 the	 West	
Side	 Theatre,	 1331	 Main	 Street,	
Newman,	CA.		for	information	or	
tickets,	 call	 209-862-4490,	 email	
info@westsidetheatre.org	 or	 visit	
www.westsidetheatre.org
�/�/�007	 --	 The	 Spillit	 Quikkers	
will	perform	at	9	pm	at	the	Fox	n'	
Goose	 Pub,	 1001	 R	 Street	 corner	
of	10th	&	R,	Sacramento,	CA.		For	
information,	call	916-443-8825	or	
visit	www.foxandgoose.com
�/1�/�007	 --	 Nothin'	 Fancy	 will	
perform	 in	 the	 Wilow	 Lounge	
at	 the	 Black	 Oak	 Casino,	 19400	
Tuolumne	 Road	 North,	 Tu-
olumne,	CA.		For	information,	call	
877-747-8777,	 email	 bpierce@
blackoakcasino.com	 or	 visit	 www.
blackoakcasino.com
�/��/�007	–	The	Isaacs	in	concert	
at	 8	 pm	 at	 the	 Fair	 Oaks	 Presby-
terian	 Church,	 11427	 Fair	 Oaks	
Blvd,	 Fair	 Oaks,	 CA.	 	 Sponsored	
by	 the	 CBA	 and	 the	 Sacramento	
Southern	 Gospel	 Music	 Asso-
ciation.	Tickets	prices:	artist	circle	
$22	 adv/$25	 door	 (if	 available),	
main	floor	$17	adv/$20	door,	bal-
cony	 $12	 adv/$15	 door,	 children	
12	 and	 under	 FREE	 with	 a	 paid	
adult	 admission.	 	 This	 event	 will	
be	promoted	to	the	general	public	
&	may	well	 sell	 out.	 	Order	 your	
tickets	 now	 at	www.cbaontheweb.
org.	 	 For	 more	 information,	 call	
916-989-0993.

MUSIC CAMPS
AUGUST
�/1�/�007 – �/17/�007	 –	 Blue-
grass	At	The	Beach	on	the	Oregon	
coast	 near	 Newhalem,	 OR.	 	 In-
structors:	 Laurie	 Lewis,	 Fletcher	
Bright,	 and	 Leah	 Larson	 (fiddle);	
Roland	 White,	 Scott	 Huffman,	
and	 Dale	 Adkins	 (guitar);	 Tom	
Rozum	and	Jeff	Smith	(mandolin);	
Michael	Witcher	and	Bob	Evoniuk	
(dobro);	 Noam	 Pikelny	 (banjo);	
and	Mike	Bub	(bass).		Cost:	$475	
(no	lodging;	snacks,	but	no	meals).		
For	 information	 or	 registration,	
visit	 http://www.bluegrassatthe-
beach.com
�/�/�007 – �/11/�007	–	Bluegrass	
at	the	Beach	at	the	North	County	
Recreation	 Center	 in	 Newhalem,	
OR.	 	 Instructors	 include:	 	 Laurie	
Lewis	–	fiddle	and	voice,	Tom	Ro-
zum	 –	 mandolin,	 Roland	 White	
–	 guitar,	 Scott	 Huffman	 –	 guitar,	
Mike	Bub	–	bass,	Michael	Witcher	
–	 dobra,	 Noam	 Pikelny	 –	 banjo	
and	more	TBA.	 	For	 information,	
contact	 Steven	 Ruffo	 at	 360-385-
6836	 or	 visit	 www.bluegrassatthe-
beach.com.

SEPTEMBER
�/1�/�007 – �/�1/�007	 --	 Pete	
Wernick’s	Jam	Camp,	at	the	Hen-

ningsen-Lotus	 Park,	 650	 Lotus	
Road,	 on	 the	 banks	 of	 the	 South	
Fork	of	the	American	River	in	Lo-
tus,	CA	(near	Coloma).		The	work-
shop	 precedes	 the	 new	 American	
River	 Music	 Festival	 in	 Coloma-
Lotus.	Three	days	of	 learning	and	
fun.		Pickers	of	all	bluegrass	instru-
ments	 are	 welcome.	 	 The	 camp	
runs	 from	 9:15	 am	 to	 5:15	 pm	
daily;	 tuition	 is	 $195.	 	 For	 infor-
mation	 or	 registration,	 visit	 www.
DrBanjo.com.	

FESTIVALS
AUGUST
�/�/�007 – �/�/�007	 --	 Clats-
kanie	Bluegrass	Festival	in	the	City	
Park,	16	miles	west	of	highway	I-5;	
32	miles	east	of	Astoria,	OR.		For	
information	 or	 tickets,	 call	 928-
925-3344,	email	bilbo@cybertrails.
com,	or	visit	www.traditionalblue-
grass.us
�/11/�007 – �/1�/�007	–	White	
Mountain	 Bluegrass	 Festival	 at	
the	 Hon-Dah	 Resort	 and	 Casino,	
777	 State	 Highway	 260,	 Pinetop,	
AZ.		Bands	include:	Lost	Highway,	
Digger	Davis	and	Tombstone,	The	
Mill	 Creek	 Boys,	 Fiddle	 Mania,	
Whistlestop	 and	 Trusting	 Heart.		
There	 will	 be	 children’s	 activities,	
workshops,	 vendors	 and	 more.		
Camping	 and	 lodging	 available	
on	 site.	 	 Advance	 tickets	 are	 $8	
per	person	per	day	and	$10	at	the	
door.		Children’	12	and	under	are	
free	 with	 a	 paid	 adult	 admission.		
For	 information	 or	 tickerts,	 con-
tact	 the	 Pinetop	 Lakeside	 Cham-
ber	of	Commerce,	P.O.	Box	4220,	
Pinetop,	AZ	85935,	call	928-367-
4290	 or	 1-800-573-4031	 or	 visit	
www.pinetoplakesidecamber.com.
�/10/�007 – �/11/�007	 --	 Blue-
grass	 Blast	 at	 various	 locations	
throughout	 Old	 Town	 Temecula,	
CA.	 	 Bands	 include	 Sligo	 Rags,	
Sheri	Lee	Band,	and	Cliff	Wagner	
and	Old	Number	7.	Saturday's	line	
up	 includes	 Andy	 Rau,	 and	 Sil-
verado	 Bluegrass	 Band.	 For	 more	
information	 call	 (951)	 694-6412,	
or	 visit	 www.Temeculacalifornia.
com.
�/10/�007 – �/1�/�007	 –	 Dead	
on	the	Creek,	12	miles	from	Wil-
lits,	CA.		Bands	include:	Wake	the	
Dead,	Melvin	Seals	&	JGB,	Mar-
ley’s	Ghost,	Bill	Evans	String	Sum-
mit,	The	Stairwell	Sisters	and	Hot	
Buttered	Rum.		For	information	or	
tickets,	call	707-459-3015	or	visit	
www.deadonthecreek.com.
�/��/07 – �/��/07	–	5th	Annual	
Summergrass	 Bluegrass	 Festival	 at	
the	Antique	Gas	&	Steam	Engine	
Museum,	 2040	 N.	 Santa	 Fe	 Rd,	
Vista,	CA.	92083.	 	Bands	 include	
Bluegrass	Etc.,	U.S.	Navy	Bluegrass	
Band	 “Country	 Current,”	 John	
Reischman	 &	 the	 Jaybirds,	 Frag-
ment,	 Lost	 Coast,	 The	 Brombies,	
Uglum	&	Sons,	the	BladeRunners,	
Lighthouse,	Virtual	Strangers,	and	
Soledad	 Mountain	 Band.	 Music	
workshops,	 special	 kids	 music	 in-
structional	 activities,	 and	 instru-
ment	raffles	are	just	part	of	the	great	
things	planned	for	this	year’s	Sum-
mergrass.		Summergrass	is	proud	to	
honor	our	military	men	and	wom-

en	this	year	by	offering	discounted	
tickets!	 Ticket	 prices:	 3-day	 $38	
advance/$44	 gate,	 $32	 military;	
Friday	only	$10	advance/$12	gate/	
$8	 military;	 Saturday	 only	 $15	
advance/$17	 gate/$13	 military;	
Sunday	 only	 $13	 advance/$15	
gate/$11	military.	Children	10	and	
under	are	free	with	an	adult	admis-
sion.	 Dry	 camping	 and	 electricity	
is	available.	For	more	 information	
go	 to	 www.summergrass.net.	 or	
call	(858)	679-4854.								
�/��/�007	–	22nd	Annual	Bower’s	
Mansion	Bluegrass	Festival	on	the	
lawn	of	the	historic	Bower’s	Man-
sion	 between	 Reno	 and	 Carson	
City,	 NV.	 	 Bands	 include	 Moun-
tain	 Laurel,	 The	 Stairwell	 Sister,	
The	 Keith	 Little	 Band,	 Cabin	 Fe-
ver,	 Thrown	 Together,	 The	 Big-
gest	Little	Bluegrass	Band	and	the	
NNBA	Monday	Night	Volunteers.		
Emcee	will	be	Don	Evans.		The	day	
includes	workshops,	 jamming	and	
tweener	 acts.	 	Tickets	 are	 $20	 for	
adults	 and	 $5	 for	 children	 under	
age	12.		.		For	information	or	tick-
ets,	 email	 info@bowersbluegrass-
festival.org	 or	 visit	 http://www.
bowersbluegrassfestival.org/
�/�0/�007 – �/�/�007	 –	 Straw-
berry	Fall	Music	Festival	at	Camp	
Mather	 near	 Yosemite	 National	
Park,	 CA.	 	 Bands	 include	 Dry	
Branch	 Fire	 Squad,	 Jimmy	 La-
fave,	Samantha	Robichaud,	Harry	
Manx,	 James	 Hand	 plus	 many	
more.	Advance	ticket	prices:	4-day	
adult	$175,	3-day	adult	$165,	and	
Child	 camping	 (ages	 5-12)	 $60.		
This	festival	sells	out	quickly.	 	For	
information	or	tickets,	visit	http://
www.strawberrymusic.com	 or	 call	
209-984-8630	 (Monday	 –	 Friday	
8	am	to	5	pm).

SEPTEMBER
�/�/�007 – �/�/�007	 –	 2nd	An-
nual	 Brown	 Barn	 Bluegrass	 Festi-
val	in	San	Martin	County	Park	on	
Monterey	Road,	just	south	of	Mor-
gan	 Hill,	 CA.	 	 Presented	 by	 Jake	
Quesenberry	 and	 Friends.	 	 Bands	
include	the	McRae	Brothers,	Side-
saddle	&	Co.,	Bean	Creek,	Kids	on	
Bluegrass,	Mt.	Diablo	String	Band,	
Rosebud	Blue,	Earthquake	Coun-
try,	Lone	Prairie,	Diana	Donnelly	
and	 the	 Yes	 Ma’ams	 and	 more	 to	
be	added.		The	festival	features	dry	
camping,	 food	 consessions,	 a	 pet-
ting	 zoo	 and	 jamming.	 	 Advance	
prices	 are:	 2-day	 for	 a	 pass	 $35	
CBA	 members	 and	 $45	 general	
public;	1-day	pass	$20	CBA	mem-
bers	and	$25	for	the	public.		Youth	
tickets	 (13-17)	 are	 half	 price	 and	
children	12	and	under	are	free	with	
a	paid	adult	admission.		Gate	tick-
et	 prices	 will	 be	 higher.	 	 Advance	
ticket	deadline	 is	August	24.	 	For	
information	 or	 ticket	 orders,	 call	
408-607-2410	or	408-778-1050.
9/13/2007	–	9/16-2007	 --	Berke-
ley	Old	Time	Music	Convention	at	
venues	 throughout	 Berkeley,	 CA,	
including	 the	 Freight	 &	 Salvage,	
Ashkenaz,	 the	 Jazzschool,	 Civic	
Center	Park	and	Jupiter	Brew	Pub.		
Artists	 and	bands	 include:	Donna	
Norton,	 Tom,	 Brad	 and	 Alice,	
Rich	 Hartness,	 The	Tallboys,	 The	
Gallus	 Brothers,	 Heidi	 Clare,	To-

dalo	 Shakers,	 Dram	 County	 with	
Amy	 Hofer,	 Knuckle	 Knockers	
and	many	more.	 	For	more	 infor-
mation,	call	510-848-5018,	email:		
info@berkeleyoldtimemusic.org,	
or	 visit	 www.berkeleyoldtimemu-
sic.org.
�/1�/�007 – �/1�/�007	 –	 Blue-
grassin’	 In	 The	 Foothills	 on	 the	
Amador	 County	 Fairgrounds	 in	
Plymouth,	 CA.	 	 Bands	 include:	
Marty	 Raybon,	 U.S.	 Navy	 Band	
Country	 Current,	 Nothin’	 Fancy,	
Flinthill	Special,	The	Might	Crows	
and	Kids	 on	Stage.	 	 For	 informa-
tion,	 visit	 www.lanspromotions.
com/plymouth.
�/1�/�007 – �/1�/�007	 –	 Mill-
pond	 Music	 Festival	 in	 Bishop,	
CA.	Bands	include:	The	Waybacks,	
The	 Horse	 Flies,	 John	 Reischman	
&	 the	 Jaybirds,	 Idle	 Hands	 Blue-
grass	Band,	Joe	Craven	&	Django	
Latino,	 John	 Jorgenson	 Quintet,	
Tom	 Ball	 &	 Kenny	 Sultan,	 and	
Jamie	Laval	&	Ashley	Broder.		For	
information	 or	 tickets,	 visit	 www.
inyo.org/millpond.		
�/�1/�007 – �/��/�007	 –	 Kings	
River	 Bluegrass	 Festival	 at	 Hobbs	
Grove	Park	in	Sanger,	CA.		Bands	
include:	 Lost	 Highway,	 Pacific	
Ocean	Bluegrass	Band,	The	Mighty	
Crows,	 Kids	 on	 Bluegrass,	 Keny	
Hall	 and	 the	 Long	 Haul	 String	
Band	 and	 Lost	 Coast	 Bluegrass	
Band.		For	information,	visit	www.
krblue.net.
�/�1/�007 – �/��/�007	--	Ameri-
can	 River	 Music	 Festival,	 at	 the	
Henningsen-Lotus	 Park,	 950	 Lo-
tus	 Raod,	 on	 the	 banks	 of	 the	
South	Fork	of	the	American	River	
in	Lotus,	CA	(near	Coloma).		The	
band	lineup	includes	Laurie	Lewis,	
Waybacks,	 Houston	 Jones,	 Joe	
Craven,	 Dan	 Crary	 with	 Beppe	
Gambetta,	 Harry	 Manx,	 Rita	
Hosking	 &	 Cousin	 Jack,	 Keith	
Greeninger,	 &	 The	 Dreamsicles.		
Camping	will	be	available	at	three	
nearby	 campgrounds	 with	 a	 free	
shuttle	 provided.	 	The	main	 stage	
music	on	both	Saturday	&	Sunday	
runs	from	11	am	to	6	pm	with	ad-
ditional	performances	in	the	camp-
grounds	 for	campers	only.	 	Plenty	
of	 parking	 within	 easy	 walking	
distance	is	available	for	non-camp-
ers.		Tickets	are	$99	with	camping,	
$79	without.		Festival	&	river	raft-
ing	packages	&	one-day	tickets	are	
also	available.		There	will	be	freshly	
prepared	 food	 along	 with	 local	
award	winning	wines	&	brews,	&	a	
cool	store	for	buying	hats,	shirts	&	
CDs,	&	a	local	artist’s	village.		For	
information,	 call	 530-622-6044.		
To	order	 tickets,	 visit	www.ameri-
canrivermusic.org.	
�/��/�007 – �/��/�007	 –	 Old-
time	Bluegrass	Festival	at	Anderson	
Marsh	State	Historic	Park	in	Lower	
Lake,	 CA.	 	 Bands	 include	 Adobe	
Creek	 Bluegrass	 Band,	 Barefoot	
Nellies,	 Knuckle	 Knockers	 Julay	
Brandenburg	 and	 the	 Nightbirds,	
and	 Crossroads	 Bluegrass	 Gospel.	
Other	 entertainers	 include	 the	
local	 Elem	 Indian	 Tribe	 Dance	
Group,	who	will	kick	off	the	event,	
plus	local	groups	Andy	Skelton	and	
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the	 Konocti	 Fiddlers,	 Bluegrass	
Contraption,	 Pat	 Ickes	 and	 Born	
to	 Ride,	 the	 Clear	 Lake	 Clickers,	
Don	 Coffin	 and	 the	 AMIA	 Live	
Wire	 Choir,	 and	 Jim	 Williams.	
Evan	Morgan	from	Cobb	and	Paul	
Gruen	 from	 Sebastopol	 also	 will	
perform	 together.	 	 Other	 festival	
events	include	workshops	through-
out	the	day	on	such	topics	as	ban-
jo,	 fiddle,	 flat-picking	 techniques	
for	 guitar,	 and	 old-time	 singing.	
Attendees	are	encouraged	to	bring	
their	 instruments	 for	 workshops	
and	 informal	 jam	 sessions	 behind	
the	ranch	house.		For	tickets	or	for	
more	 information	 about	 the	 Old	
Time	Bluegrass	Festival	or	the	An-
derson	Marsh	Interpretive	Associa-
tion,	call	(707)	995-2658	or	(707)	
994-0688	 or	 visit	 www.anderson-
marsh.org.

OCTOBER
10/�/�007 – 10/�/�007	–	Hardly	
Strictly	Bluegrass	Festival	in	Speed-
way	Meadows,	Golden	Gate	Park,	
San	 Francisco,	 CA.	 	 Free	 festival	
with	a	plethora	of	bands.
10/1�/�007 – 10/1�/�007	--	Wolf	
Mountain	Bluegrass	Festival,	Santa	
Cruz	 County	 Fairgrounds,	 Wat-
sonville,	CA.	Bands	include	Frank	
Wakefield	Band,	Sawtooth	Moun-
tain	Boys,	The	Mighty	Crows,	The	
BladeRunners	 (now	 with	 Patrick	
Sauber),	Lost	Coast,	Lone	Prairie,	
Down	Beets,	and	Page	Brownton.		
For	 information	 or	 tickets,	 visit		
http://www.wolfmt.com.
10/1�/�007 – 10/1�/�007	–	18th	
Annual	 Bluegrass	 Festival	 at	 the	
Clark	 County	 Fairgrounds	 in	 Lo-
gandale,	NV.		Bands	include:	Sons	
and	 Brothers	 Band,	 James	 King	
Band,	 Marty	 Warburton	 Band,	
Copper	River	Band,	Cliff	Wagner	
&	The	Old	#7,	Just	For	Fun,	Red	
Desert	Ramblers,	Stuck	in	Reverse	
and	more	TBA.		Festival	offers	RV	
and	 tent	 camping,	 food	 and	 craft	
vendors	and	lots	of	jamming.		Pre-
sented	 by	 the	 Southern	 Nevada	
Bluegrass	 Music	 Society	 and	 co-
sponsored	 by	 the	 Moapa	 Valley	
Chamber	of	Commerce.		Advance	
tickets	now	on	sale.		For	informa-
tion,	 call	 702-566-9372	 or	 visit	
www.snvbluegrass.com.
10/1�/�007 – 1�/�1/�007	–	CBA	
Fall	 Campout,	 election	 and	 jam-
mer’s	 weekend	 at	 the	 Fairgrounds	
in	 Colusa,	 CA.	 	 For	 information	
and	 camping	 fees,	 contact	 Bob	
Thomas	at	916-989-0993	or	email:	
sacbluegrass@comcast.net.

JAM SESSIONS
SUNDAY
•Alameda	 –	 Regular	 Jam	 Session	
from	6-8	pm	every	Sunday	at	 the	
Alameda	 School	 of	 Music,	 1307	
High	 St.,	 Alameda,	 CA.	 	 The	 1st	
and	3rd	Sundays	are	Bluegrass	and	
2nd	 and	 4th	 Sundays	 are	 Swing/
Jazz	 nights.	 Separate	 rooms	 are	
available	 for	 different	 skill	 levels,	
and	 a	 professional	 player	 will	 al-
ways	 be	 on	 hand	 to	 facilitate	 the	
jams.		All	skill	levels	welcome.		For	
information,	 contact	 Barry	 Solo-
mon	 at	 510-501-2876	 or	 email	
barry6661@earthlink.net

•Berkeley	 –	 Bluegrass	 Jam	 every	
Sunday	at	7	pm	at	the	Jupiter	Brew-
pub,	2181	Shattuck	Ave.,	Berkeley,	
CA.		For	information,	contact	Kurt	
Caudle	at	510-649-0456	or	email	
weelitzo@pacbell.net
•Berkeley	 –	 Spud’s	 Pizza,	 3290	
Adeline	(at	the	corner	of	Alcatraz),	
Berkeley,	 CA.	 	 Old-time	 Singing	
jam	on	the	2nd	and	4th	Tuesday	of	
every	month	from	7:30	–	9:30	pm.		
Occasional	 performances	 by	 local	
musicians.		For	information,	email	
laurence.white@gmail.com.
•Castro	 Valley	 –	 California	 Old-
time	Fiddlers	Association	Jam	from	
1:30	to	5	pm	on	the	4th	Sunday	of	
every	month	at	 the	United	Meth-
odist	Church,	19806	Wisteria	St.,	
Castro	 Valley,	 CA.	 	 For	 informa-
tion,	call	925-455-4970.
•Chico	 –	 Bluegrass	 Jam	 from	 2-
5	 pm	 on	 the	 1st	 Sunday	 of	 every	
month	 at	 the	 Shade	Tree	 Restau-
rant,	817	Main	St.	(between	8th	&	
9th	Streets),	Chico,	CA.		For	infor-
mation,	contact	Sid	Lewis	at	530-
894-2526	 or	 email	 sidlewis420@
yahoo.com.
•Coulterville	–	Celtic	and	Old-time	
Jam	on	the	fourth	Sunday	of	every	
month	at	 the	Magnolia	Saloon	 in	
the	 Hotel	 Jeffrey,	 41	 Main	 Street,	
Coulterville,	Ca.		Slow	Jam	from	2	
to	3:30	pm	and	open	session	from	
3:30	 to	 5	 pm.	 	 For	 information,	
call	 209-962-6455;	 email	 donmi-
lam@yahoo.com	 or	 visit	 www.ho-
teljeffreygold.com.
•Crescent	 City	 –	 Bluegrass	 Jam	
from	6-8	pm	every	Sunday	at	 the	
United	Methodist	Church,	7th	&	
H	Streets,	Crescent	City,	CA.	Ev-
eryone	 welcome	 especially	 newer	
players.	 	 For	 information,	 contact	
George	 Layton	 at	 707-464-8151	
or	email	ke6tkn@juno.com.
•Marysville	 --	 Bluegrass	 Jam	 Ses-
sion	every	Sunday	from	2	to	9	pm	
at	The	Eagle's	Nest	on	 the	corner	
of	 Highway	 20	 and	 B	 Street	 in	
Marysville,	Ca.	 	This	 jam	 is	 host-
ed	 by	 Bob	 Crowder	 and	 Carolyn	
Faubel	 and	 it's	 a	 good	 one.	 	 The	
folks	 at	 the	 Eagle's	 Nest	 are	 very	
welcoming	and	the	patrons	seem	to	
love	the	music.		For	more	informa-
tion,	 call	 530-741-1259	 or	 email	
CBAMembership@syix.com.
•Orangevale	 –	 California	 Old-
Time	 Fiddlers’	 Association	 Jam	
Session	on	the	2nd	Sunday	of	every	
month	from	1	to	4:30	pm,	Oran-
gevale	Grange	Hall,	5805	Walnut,	
Orangevale,		CA.		For	information,	
call	916-966-9067.
•San	 Francisco	 –	 Bluegrass	 Jam	
at	6	pm	on	the	2nd	and	4th	Sun-
day	of	every	month	at	Progressive	
Grounds	Coffee	Shop,	400	Court-
land	Ave.,	Sam	Francisco.	CA.		For	
information,	 email	 larrythe241@
yahoo.com.
•San	Jose	–	Santa	Clara	Valley	Fid-
dlers	 Association	 Jam	 from	 1	 to	
5	 pm	 on	 the	 1st	 Sunday	 of	 every	
month	 at	 Hoover	 Middle	 School,	
Naglee	 &	 Park	 Streets,	 San	 Jose,	
CA.	 	 For	 information,	 call	 408-
730-1034	or	visit	www.scvfa.org.
•San	 Luis	 Obispo	 –	 Bread	 and	
Jam	Session	from	5:30	to	8:30	pm	
the	3rd	Sunday	of	every	month	at	
Utopia	Bakery,	2900	Broad	Street,	

San	Luis	Obispo,	CA.	 	For	 infor-
mation,	contact	Roger	Siminoff	at	
805-474-4876	or	email	siminoff@
siminoff.com.
•Santa	 Barbara	 –	 Bluegrass	 jam	
session	 beginning	 at	 noon	 on	 the	
second	 Sunday	 of	 every	 month	
Tucker's	Grove	County	Park	[near	
intersection	 of	 Turnpike	 Rd.	 and	
Cathedral	 Oaks	 Rd.;	 follow	 road	
into	park	about	1/3	mile,	keeping	
to	 the	 right,	 until	 you	 reach	 Ki-
wanis	Meadow].	 	For	more	 infor-
mation,	email	Alan:	constatty@aol.
com
•Santa	 Margarita	 –	 Bluegrass	 jam	
session	 sponsored	 by	 the	 CBA	 in	
collaboration	with	Solomon’s	Café	
on	the	first	Sunday	of	every	month	
from	5:30	to	8:30	pm.		Solomon’s	
is	a	great	meeting	and	eating	spot	
located	 15	 miles	 south	 of	 Paso	
Robles	and	15	miles	north	of	San	
Luis	 Obispo.	 	 For	 more	 informa-
tion,	 contact	 Roger	 Siminoff	 at	
805-474-4876	or	email	siminoff@
siminoff.com.
•Sebastopol	 –	 Bluegrass	 Gospel	
Jam	from	2-5	pm	on	the	4th	Sun-
day	 of	 every	 month	 at	 the	 Sebas-
topol	Christian	Church,	7433	Bo-
dega	Avenue	Corner	of	Bodega	&	
Jewell	Ave.,	Sebastopol,	CA.	Bring	
your	acoustic	instruments	&	favor-
ite	old	hymns/gospel	songs	to	lead.		
For	 information,	 contact	 Jack	 &	
Laura	 Benge	 at	 707-824-1960	 or	
email	bengeatlarge@sbcglobal.net
•Sutter	Creek	–	Old-time	and	Irish	
Jam	session	from	1	to	5	pm	on	the	
1st	and	3rd	Sunday	of	every	month	
at	Belotti's	Bar	on	Main	St	 (Hwy	
49)	in	Sutter	Creek,	CA.	For	infor-
mation,	 contact	Masha	Goodman	
at	 209-296-7706;	 email	 masha@
banjodancer.com;	 or	 visit	 www.
banjodancer.com.
•Thermalito	–	Bluegrass	Jam	on	the	
4th	 Sunday	 of	 every	 month	 from	
1-4	pm	at	the	Thermalito	Grange,	
Thermalito,	CA.		For	information,	
call	530-589-4844.
•Various	 locations	 –	 Pickin’	 Pot-
lucks	and	Jams	on	the	2nd	Sunday	
of	 each	 month	 in	 Alameda	 and	
Contra	 Costa	 Counties.	 	 Potluck	
from	noon	to	5	pm	along	with	jam	
session.	 	The	 jams	will	 be	held	 in	
various	private	homes	in	Oakland,	
Berkeley	and	El	Cerito.		For	infor-
mation	 and	 exact	 location,	 email	
Metronome7@aol.com	 or	 visit	
http://www.pickinpotlucks.com/

MONDAY
•Alameda	 –	 Bluegrass	 Jam	 every	
Monday	at	McGrath’s	Irish	Pub	on	
the	corner	of	Lincoln	and	Stanton	
in	Alameda,	CA.		For	information,	
contact	Darby	Brandli	at	510-533-
2792	 or	 email	 darbyandbruno@
comcast.net.
•Mountain	View	–	Bluegrass	Jam,	
7:30	pm	every	Monday	at	the	Red	
Rock	 Café,	 201	 Castro	 Street,	
Mountain	View,	CA.		For	informa-
tion,	call	(650)	967-4473.
•Oakland	–	Bluegrass	Jam	at	8	pm	
every	Monday	beginning	at	6	pm	
at	 the	 Baja	 Taqueria,	 4070	 Pied-
mont	Ave.	(near	41st	Street),	Oak-
land,	CA.		For	information,	call	Joe	
Howton	at	510-547-2252	or	email	
TRman2323@aol.com.

•Palo	 Alto	 –	 Old	 Time	 Jam	 ses-
sion,	7	 to	10	pm	on	 the	first	 and	
third	 Monday	 of	 every	 month	 at	
Fandango	Pizza,	3163	Middlefield	
Road,	Palo	Alto,	CA.		For	informa-
tion,	 call	 650-328-0853	 or	 email	
akatiff@sbsglobal.net,
•San	Diego		--	Open	Mic	and	Jam	
from	6	to	9	pm	on	the	4th	Mon-
day	of	every	month	at	Godfather's	
Pizza,	5583	Claremont	Mesa	Blvd,	
San	Diego,	CA.		For	information,	
email	 Mike	 Tatar	 at	 staghorn2@
cox.net.
•Signal	 Hill	 –	 Bluegrass	 Jam	 Ses-
sion	 every	 Monday	 from	 7	 to	 10	
pm	at	Curley’s,	1999	E.	Willow	St.,	
Signal	Hill,	CA.		For	information,	
call	562-424-0018.

TUESDAY
•Berkeley	 –	 Bluegrass	 jam	 session	
every	Tuesday	from	7:30	to	9:30	at	
the	 5th	 String	 Music	 Store,	 3051	
Adaline	St.,	Berkeley,	CA.	The	jam	
is	 hosted	 by	 Jacob	 Groopman	 of	
the	 Donner	 Mountain	 Bluegrass	
Band	and	is	open	to	all	skill	levels	
and	is	given	in	an	instructional	en-
vironment.		For	information,	email	
jgroopman@gmail.com.
•Berkeley	--	Old-Time	Sing	Along	
jam	 from	 7:30	 -	 9:30	 pm	 with	
occasional	 performances	 by	 lo-
cal	 bands,	 at	 Spud's	 Pizza,	 3290	
Adeline	(at	the	corner	of	Alcatraz),	
Berkeley,	 CA.	 	 For	 information,	
email	 Larry	 White	 at	 laurence.
white@gmail.com,
•Brookdale	–	Bluegrass	jam	session	
every	Tuesday	at	8	pm	at	Brookdale	
Lodge	on	Highway	9	in	Brookdale,	
CA.	 	 For	 information,	 call	 Eric	
Burman	at	831-338-6433.
Dublin	–	Bluegrass	Jam	on	the	2nd	
and	 4th	 Tuesday	 of	 every	 month	
at	 Dublin	 Heritage	 Center,	 6600	
Donlon	Way,	Dublin,	CA.		For	in-
formation,	call	925-803-4128.
•Escondido	–	Bluegrass	Jam	every	
Tuesday	 from	 7	 to	 10	 pm	 at	 the	
Round	Table	Pizza,	Ash	and	Wash-
ington	Streets,	Escondido,	CA.
•Granada	 Hills	 –	 Band	 perfor-
mance	and	Bluegrass	Jam	from	7	to	
10	pm	on	the	3rd	Tuesday	of	every	
month	 at	 Baker's	 Square,	 17921	
Chatsworth	 Street	 (at	 Zelzah)	 in	
Granada	 Hills,	 CA.	 	 Sponsored	
by	 the	 Bluegrass	 Association	 of	
Southern	California	(BASC).	 	For	
information,	call	818-700-8288	or	
818-366-7258.
•Los	Gatos	–	Bluegrass	Slow	Jam	at	
8	pm	on	the	2nd	and	4th	Tuesday	
of	 every	 month	 at	 the	 Lupin	 Na-
turist	Resort,	Los	Gatos,	CA.		For	
information,	contact	Buck	Bouker	
via	email	at	buck@lupin.com.
•Millbrae	 –	 Bluegrass	 Jam	 on	 the	
4th	Tuesday	of	every	month	at	Six-
teen	 Mile	 House,	 448	 Broadway,	
Millbrae,	Ca.		For	information,	call	
650-692-4087.
•Palo	Alto	--	Celtic	Slow	Jam	ses-
sion	 from	 7	 to	 9:45	 pm	 every	
Tuesday	 at	 Fandango	 Pizza,	 3163	
Middlefield	 Road,	 Palo	 Alto,	 CA.	
Hosted	by	Pete	Showman.		For	in-
formation,	call	408-255-0297.
•	 San	 Diego	 –	 Bluegrass	 Jams,	
bands	and	open	mic	happening	on	
the	1st,	2nd,	3rd,	and	4th	Tuesday	
evenings	of	each	month.	2nd	Tues-

day	 –	 Fuddruckers	 at	 Grossmont	
Shopping	Center,	in	La	Mesa;	3rd	
Tuesday	 at	 Fuddruckers	 on	 Third	
Street	 in	 Chula	 Vista;	 and	 4th	
Tuesday	 at	 Boll	 Weevils	 on	 Mi-
raMesa	 Blvd	 in	 San	 Diego.	 	 2nd	
and	3rd	Tuesdays	are	open	mic	and	
jams,	 and	 4th	Tuesday	 includes	 a	
featured	 band.	 	 Come	 hungry	 as	
we	get	a	donation	from	each	item	
sold	 there.	 	 Just	 tell	 them	you	are	
with	 the	bluegrass	 club.	For	more	
information,	contact	Mike	Tatar	at	
staghorn@cox.net.
•Truckee	–	Bluegrass	 slow	 jam	on	
the	1st	Tuesday	of	every	month,	6	
pm	 at	 Between	 the	 Notes	 Music	
Store,	Truckee,	CA.		For	informa-
tion,	 call	 Matt	 Milan,	 916-276-
1899.

WEDNESDAY
•Ben	 Lomond	 --	 Intermediate	
Pickers	Jam,	8	pm	until	closing	at	
Henflings	 Tavern,	 9450	 Highway	
9,	Ben	Lomond,	CA.		For	informa-
tion,	 call	 Jered	 at	 831-335-1642	
or	 831-336-8811,	 email	 jered@
weber-hayes.com	 or	 visit	 www.
henflings.com
•Chico	 –	 Bluegrass	 Jam	 from	 7-9	
pm	at	A	Bean	Scene	Coffeehouse	&	
Gallery,	1387	E.	8th	Street,	Chico,	
Ca.		Jam	is	open	to	all	intermediate	
to	advanced	players.		For	informa-
tion,	 call	 530-898-9474	 or	 530-
342-7998,	 email	 novakd42@aol.
com	or	visit	www.bfms.freeservers.
com
•Lompoc	–	Bluegrass	 Jam	 from	7	
to	9	pm	on	the	second	and	fourth	
Wednesday	 of	 ever	 month	 at	
Southside	 Coffee	 Co.,	 105	 South	
"H"	St.,	Lompoc,	CA.	 	For	more	
information,	call	Bill	at	(805)	736-
8241
•Morgan	Hill	–	Bluegrass	Jam	from	
6	to	10	pm	on	the	1st,	3rd	and	5th	
Wednesday	 of	 every	 month	 at	 El	
Toro	Brew	Pub	on	the	NW	corner	
of	 Monterey	 and	 Main	 Streets	 in	
Morgan	 Hill,	 CA.	 	 For	 informa-
tion,	call	the	pub	at	408-782-2739	
or	 email	 Dick	 Simunic	 at	 jrsimu-
nic@hotmail.com.
•Palo	 Alto	 –	 Bluegrass	 Jam	 from	
7-10	pm	every	Wednesday	at	Fan-
dango	 Pizza,	 3163	 Middlefield	
Road	(corner	of	Loma	Verde),	Palo	
Alto,	 CA.	 	 Sign	 on	 building	 also	
says	 Pommard’s	 Café.	 	 For	 infor-
mation,	call	650-494-2928	or	visit	
www.TheBluegrass.com.
•Placerville	–	Bluegrass	Jam	on	the	
2nd	 Wednesday	 of	 every	 month	
from	 7-10	 pm	 at	 Hidden	 Passage	
Books,	 352	 Main	 St,	 Placerville,	
CA.	 	 For	 information,	 call	 530-
622-4540	or	530-626-8751.
•San	 Francisco	 –	 Bluegrass	 and	
Country	 Jam	 on	 the	 1st	Wednes-
day	of	every	month	at	the	Plough	
and	 Stars,	 116	 Clement	 St.	 (be-
tween	 2nd	 &	 3rd	 Ave.),	 San	
Francisco,	 CA.	 	 For	 information,	
contact	Jeanie	or	Chuck	Poling	at	
415-751-1122.
•Santa	Rosa	–	Old-Time	and	Blue-
grass	 jam	 on	 the	 last	 Wednesday	
of	every	month	at	The	Black	Rose	
Pub,	 2074	 Armory	 Drive,	 Santa	
Rosa,	CA.		For	more	information,	
call	 Don	 Coffin	 at	 707-995-0658	
or	Ricky	Rakin	at	707-824-9376.
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Calendar of Upcoming Music Events
THURSDAY
•Berkeley	 --	 Bluegrass	 Jam	 ses-
sion	at	the	5th	String	Music	Store,	
3051	Adeline	Street,	Berkeley,	CA.		
For	 information,	 call	 Tim	 Hicks	
at	 510-548-8282	 or	 visit	 http://
www.5thStringBerkeley.com
•Chico	 –	 CBA	 Bluegrass	 Jam	 on	
the	2nd	Thursday	of	every	month	
at	Augie’s	Café,	230	Salem	Street,	
Chico,	CA.		In	the	summer	the	jam	
will	move	to	the	Chico	City	Park.		
For	 information,	 time	 and	 exact	
location,	 contact	 John	 Senior	 at	
530-877-1764,	 email	 info@john-
seniorsound.com	 or	 visit	 www.
johnseniorsound.com.
•Corte	Madera	--	Marin	Bluegrass	
Jam	on	the	1st	and	3rd	Thursday	of	
every	month	 from	7:30	to	10	pm	
at	 the	 Marin	 Lutheran	 Church,	
649	Meadowsweet,	Corte	Madera,	
CA.	 	 For	 information,	 visit	 www.
carltonemusic.com
•Morgan	 Hill	 –	 South	 County	
Bluegrass	 Jam	 on	 the	 2nd	 &	 4th	
Thursday	 of	 each	 month	 at	 The	
Buzz	 Stop,	 17400-1B	 Monterey	
Road,	Morgan	Hill,	CA.		Open	jam	
from	 6-10	 pm.	 For	 information,	
call	408-892-9157	or	email	Duane	
Campbell	 at	 dicampbell339@ya-
hoo.com.
•Napa	–	Bluegrass	and	Fiddle	Jam	
session	every	Thursday	night	from	
7:30	 to	 10:30	 pm	 in	 Napa.	 	 For	
information	and	location,	call	707-	

226-3084.
•Sacramento	 –	 Bluegrass	 jam	 ses-
sion	 every	 Thursday	 from	 7	 to	
10	 pm	 at	 The	 Fifth	 String	 Music	
Store,	Alhambra	&	Streets,	 Sacra-
mento,	CA.		For	information,	call	
916-442-8282.
•San	 Francisco	 –	 Bluegrass	 and	
Old-time	 music	 jam	 on	 the	 4th	
Thursday	of	every	month	at	the	At-
las	Café,	3049		20th	Street	at	Ala-
bama,	San	Francisco,	CA.
•Ventura	 --	 Bluegrass	 Jam	 from	
6	 to	 9:30	 pm	 on	 the	 2nd	 and	
4th	 Thursday	 of	 every	 month	 at	
Zoey's	 Cafe,	 451	 E.	 Main	 Street	
in	 Ventura,	 CA.	 	 All	 skills	 wel-
come.	 	 For	 information,	 contact	
Gene	Rubin	at	805-	658-8311	or	
email	 gene@generubinaudio.com	
or	 visit	 http://home.earthlink.net/
~generubinaudio/index.html.

FRIDAY
•	 Copperopolis	 –	 Bluegrass	 Jam	
session	7	pm	on	the	first	and	third	
Friday	of	 every	month	at	 the	Old	
Corner	 Saloon,	 574	 Main	 Street,	
Copperopolis,	Ca.		Open	to	acous-
tic	 instruments	 only	 no	 drums.		
For	more	information,	call	Mike	at	
(209)	785-3047.
•Felton	 –	 Bluegrass	 Slow	 Jam	 on	
the	 2nd	 and	 4th	 Friday	 of	 every	
month	 from	 7-9	 pm	 at	 1145El	
Solyo	Heights	Dr,	Felton,	CA.		For	
information,	 call	 Barbara	 &	 Eric	
Burman	at	335-3662.

•Jamestown	–	Bluegrass	 Jam	from	
7	to	9:30	pm	on	the	2nd	and	4th	
Friday	 of	 every	 month	 at	 Smoke	
Cafe,	on	Main	Street	in	downtown	
Jamestown,	CA.		For	information,	
email	mandobil@bigvalley.net.

SATURDAY
•Fremont	–	Bluegrass	Jam	Session	
on	the	1st	and	3rd	Saturday	of	ev-
ery	 month	 at	 Mission	 Pizza	 and	
Pub,	1572	Washington	Blvd.,	Fre-
mont,	 CA.	 	 For	 information,	 call	
510-651-6858	 or	 visit	 www.mis-
sionpizza.com.
•Fresno	 –	 Bluegrass	 Jam	 session	
at	 Temperance	 -	 Kutner	 School,	
Olive	 Ave	 &	 N.	 Armstong	 Ave,	
Fresno,	CA.		For	information,	con-
tact	 Gerald	 L.	 (Jerry)	 Johnston	 at	
559-225-6016;	email	tophawker@
yahoo.com	 or	 visit	 http://www.
KRBLUE.NET.
•Kingsburg	–	Bluegrass	and	Coun-
try	 jam	 session	 and	 potluck	 from	
6-10	pm	on	the	2nd	and	4th	Sat-
urday	of	every	month	at	1450	Ellis	
St.,	Kingsburg,	CA.		For	informa-
tion,	 contact	 Bud	 Cartwright	 at	
559-582-9155	 or	 559-582-7680,	
or	email	BudCartwright@comcast.
net.
•Long	Beach	–	Jam	Session	from	1-
6	pm	at	Fendi's	Cafe,	539	E	Bixby	
Road,	Long	Beach,	CA.		For	infor-
mation,	call	562-984-8187.
•Marysville	 –	 Regular	 jam	 session	
from	3-6	pm	on	 the	1st	 Saturday	

of	every	month	at	the	Brick	Coffee	
House	Cafe,	Marysville,	CA.	 	For	
information,	 call	 -530-743-0413	
or	530	701-5090.
•Sebastopol	 –	 CBA	 Jam	 Session	
every	Saturday	from	2	to	5	pm	at	
Catz	 Roastery,	 6761	 Sebastopol	
Avenue	 in	 Sebastopol,	 CA.	 	 (1st	
&	2nd	Saturday	–	Old-time,	blue-
grass,	 old-country	 and	 more;	 3rd	
Saturday	–	standard	Bluegrass	and	
last	Saturday	–	pickers	choice.)		For	
information,	call	707-	829-6600.

Attention bands, pro-
moters, venues – if you 
would like to have your 
performances, concerts, 
festivals or jam sessions 
listed in Bluegrass Break-
down and on the CBA 
website, please send 
your information to CBA 
Calendar Editor Suzanne 
Denison at bgsbreak-
down@volcano.net.

•
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AUGUST
4	-	Americana	Jukebox	with	
Mississippi	Rider,	Richard	March	
Band.The	Knockout,	3223	Mis-
sion	at	Valencia,	SF,	9pm,	$8.

10	-	Bluegrass	Buffet	with	the	
Mighty	Crows,	Belle	Monroe	
&	Her	Brewglass	Boys,	and	the	
Bluegrass	Revolution.
Freight	&	Salvage,	1111	Addison	
St,	Berkeley,	8pm.

17	-	Bluegrass	Bonanza!	with	
Fragment	(from	Czech	&	Slovik	
Republics).
Plough	&	Stars,	116	Clement	
@2nd,	SF,	(415-751-1122)	9pm.	
$6.

25	-	Feed	&	Seed	(from	WA	
state).
Plough	&	Stars,	116	Clement	
@2nd,	SF,	(415-751-1122)	9pm.	
$6.

OCTOBER
6	&	7	-	Super	Bluegrass	Weekend	
#2	will	feature	many	hot	bluegrass	
bands	including	Huckleberry	Flint	
from	Humboldt	County.
The	Knockout,	3223	Mission	
Street,	SF,	(415-550-6994)	9pm,	
$10.
Advance	tickets	at	The	Music	
Store,	66	West	Portal	Ave,	SF	or	
call	415-664-2044.

For	information,	contact	Shelby	
Ash	at	415-665-0408	or	
415-664-2044,	or	email	
shelby@shelbyashpresents.net,	or	
visit	www.shelbyashpresents.net

Shelby Ash 
presents

	 The	Deering	Banjo	Company	has	created	a	new	
“Advantage	Club”	for	all	acoustic	instruments	enthu-
siasts.	Celebrating	32	years	of	crafting	high	quality,	
American-made	 banjos	 this	 2007,	 Janet	 and	 Greg	
Deering	sought	a	way	 to	both	 thank	their	custom-
ers	and		help	everyone	who	enjoys	playing	or	listen-
ing	to	music!	Finding	the	right	resource,	staying	in	
touch	 with	 advances	 in	 the	 industry,	 finding	 out	
about	great	concerts,…all	of	these	can	be	difficult	to	
do.	Janet	and	Greg	Deering	have	created	a	club	for	
world-wide	 membership	 to	 solve	 this	 communica-
tion	flow.	Given	the	wide-spread	use	of	the	internet,	
they	felt	this	was	the	best	media	to	launch	this	excit-
ing	new	opportunity	for	everyone	involved	in	music	
anywhere	in	the	world.	All	you	need	to	do	is	log	on	
to	www.deeringadvantageclub.com	and	you	will	be	
presented	with	a	warm	welcome	and	opportunity	for	
membership.
	 Membership	 advantages	 include:	 a	 Deering	 t-
shirt,	a	5/8”	Deering	bridge	personally	autographed	
by	Greg	Deering,	access	to	free	concert	tickets,	sub-
scription	 to	 the	 Deering	 Gazette	 both	 online	 and	
printed	 versions,	 access	 to	 the	 World	 Wide	 Banjo	
Directory	 of	 innumerable	 services,	 ability	 to	 order	
specialty	banjos	and	Deering	items	on	the	online	Ad-
vantage	Store,	and	discounts	on	specialty	items.	The	
monetary	value	of	all	of	this	far	exceeds	the	modest	
$45	yearly	fee	that	is	required	for	membership!		
To	 learn	more	 about	 the	Deering	Banjo	Company	
log	on	to	their	website,	www.deeringbanjos.com	or	
call	them	on	their	toll	free	number,	800-845-7791.	

Deering Banjos Creates 
New “Advantage” for 
All Music Lovers
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