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By George Martin 
 With the release of the daily 
schedule of next month’s 39th An-
nual Fathers Day Bluegrass Festival, 
June 12-15,  we can start planning 
when to be in the audience, when 
to jam, and if and when we we have 
enough time to eat. Or sleep.
 The weekend begins Thursday 
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By Darby Brandli
 At press-time there is still an opportuni-
ty to include your child at our music camp for 
kids. The 2nd Annual CBA Youth Academy 
is ready to roll out for 2014. We changed the 
name from Bluegrass Camp for Kids to the 

Help…we need you!
By Mike McGar
 We are in need of some wonderful CBA 
members ! Looking for volunteers for the up-
coming 2014 Father’s Day BG Festival to help 
with Gate Ticket Sales. Requirements are that 
you are a CBA Member and feel comfortable 
working with computers. We ask volunteers to 
work three four hour shifts for a four day ticket 
to the festival.
    Please contact Mike at mcgarm@yosemite.
edu or cell at (209)404-4560 if you have any 
questions.

Continued on A-6

In this issue of the Bluegrass Breakdown:
Feature articles, news, reviews, 
recipes .....& more!

I n s i d e  t h i s  i s s u e
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CBA Father’s Day Bluegrass Fesitval
An exciting 2014 
FDF has bluegrass 
and old time 
that promises a 
crowd-pleasing 
festival

www.cbaontheweb.org

Continued on A-6

CBA’s Youth Programs

2nd annual Youth 
Academy still has 
spots

Sharon Martinson of the 
Littlest Birds.

The Littlest Birds
The Brothers Barton
Debby McClatchy
Mt Diablo String Band
The Cherry Pickers
Sidesaddle and Co.
27 Strings
American Nomad
Natural Drift
Rusty Stringfield
Steep Ravine Band
Dave Earl and Friends
Central Valley Boys
Pig’s Foot String Band
One Grass, Two Grass, 
 Red Grass, Bluegrass

2014 Vern’s Stage acts announced!
 Vern’s Stage coordinator TJ Carskadon has revealed the performers 
for the 2014 CBA Father’s Day Festival Vern’s Stage. This is a super-popular 
addition to the festival and one may have to stake out a spot in the shady 
Vern’s area to see the very popular acts. While the main stage features a 
breathtaking colletion of the best bluegrass and old time has to offer, when 
they take a break up there, we rock out in this intimate demi-venue. This 
year’s aritsts hold up the tradition with distinction. 

KidFest returns to Father’s Day 
Festival!
 During the Father’s Day Festival we will 
once again have a children’s area known as 
KidFest. There will be tons of crafts, games, 
sand and water play, large motor play on the 

Continued on A-7

Kidfest is a Father’s 
Day Bluegrass 
Festival tradition 

CBA Music Camp

By Geoff Sargent, CBA Music Camp 
Liaison and Peter Langston, 
CBA Music Camp Director
 When I was growing up, one of the first 
philosophical questions we liked to tease each 
other with was the old question “If a tree falls 
in the woods with no one to hear it, is there 
a sound?”  As with most good philosophical 
questions, the answer should be, “it depends” 
(I will be happy to elaborate on this at length 
during Grass Valley if bribed with the appro-
priate libations).
 Fortunately, this philosophical head 

banging just doesn’t work for music camps 
and festivals since the only reason those exist 
is because of the folks who attend.  When I 
ask “what’s that sound”….your answer should 
be “music camp”.  So where am I going with 
this?  It’s easy.  We have some more room 
in music camp for folks that love to make 
sounds, especially sounds of the bluegrass 
variety.  The way music registration usual-
ly works is there is a rush of folks enrolling 
when we open registration, and that kind of 

Continued on A-6

What’s That Sound?
Some classes still remain in 2014 Camp!

Peter Rowan and his Bluegrass Band will be one of 
our fantastic headliners this June.

See page 11 for more 
volunteer opportunities.



A-2 Bluegrass Breakdown May 2014

Calendar – Candy Sponhaltz
candy.sponhaltz@gmail.
com
Kids on Bluegrass Page 
Jill Cruey
jillc@netvista.net
Sharon Elliott
shickey6@yahoo.com
Bill Downs - Links , Music 
Instructors, and Luthiers 
bilnfay@ix.netcom.com
Photo Gallery Manager – 
Ken Reynolds
cprhds2@caltel.com
Radio Grass – Darla Novak
Novakd42@apol.com
Recorded Music – George 
Ireton
george@shastawebde-
sign.com
Splash Page/MP3 Manager 
– Pat Garcia
patgarcia@direcway.com

Website Welcome 
Columnists
Monday—1st—Mark Varner
Monday—2nd—Randy 
Morton
Monday—3rd—Bert Daniel
Monday—4th—Chuck Poling 
Tuesday—1st—Geoff Morris
Tuesday—2nd—Ted Leh-
mann
Tuesday—3rd--Nate 
Schwartz
Tuesday—4th—Rick Cornish
Wednesdays—Bruce Camp-
bell
Thursday—1st—Dave Wil-
liams
Thursday—2nd-- George 
Martin
Thursday—3rd—Randy 
Shelton
Thursday—4th—J.D. 
Rhynes
Friday—1st—Brooks Judd
Friday—2nd—Cliff Compton
Friday—3rd—Regina Bartlett
Friday—4th—Bill Evans
Saturday—1st—Marty 
Varner
Saturday—2nd—
 John Karsemeyer
Saturday—3rd—Cameron 
Little
Saturday—4th—Brian Mc-
Neal
Sunday—1st—Marcos Alvira
Sunday—2nd—Bert Daniel
Sunday—3rd—Geoff Sar-
gent
Sunday—4th—Jean Ramos

2013/2014 
Leadership Team

Colleen Hogan – Secretary
colleen_hogan@comcast.net
Larry Phegley - Membership 
Management VP
395 Del Monte Center, PMB 
117
Monterey, CA 93940
831 233 0448
cba_membership@yahoo.
com
Steve and Kathy West- 
Membership Recruitment
stevewoodhogwest_1999@
yahoo.com
Vaughn & Glenda Lew – State-
wide 
Activities VP
PO Box 2028
Murphy’s, CA 95247
welzzub@sbcglobal.net
Vaugh cell: 209-606-4623
Glenda cell: 209-606-5356

Area Activities Vice Presidents
Vaugh and Glenda Lew
welzzub@sbcglobal.net
Mark Hogan – North Coast
phone 707-829-8012
hogiemoon@comcast.net
Bruno Brandli – East Bay
510-533-2792
darbyandbruno@comcast.
net
Bill Schneiderman – Delta-Si-
erra
209-586-3815
billschneiderman@gmail.
com
John Hettinger - Sacramento
113 Puffer Way
Folsom, CA 95630 
916-990-0719        
bluegrass@shaunv.com
Chuck Poling - San Francisco
polingsf@gmail.com
Lucy Smith – Butte and Teha-
ma 
Counties
530-894-1449
lucyinchico@hotmail.com
Roger Siminoff – Central Coast
805-801-8750
siminoff@siminoff.net
Craig Wilson – South San Joa-
quin Valley
661-589-8249
craigw1@sbcglobal.net
Stan Allen – Fresno/Kings 
County
rollingbonz3344@comcast.
net
Jenny Williams - Solano and 
Yolo Counties
info@RealGoneDaddies.com
Larry Phegley - South Bay 
Area
47 Ralston Drive
Monterey, CA   93940
larry.phegley@gmail.com
Dan Martin - Napa County
707 287 6953
powderdan@comcast.net
Bruce Campbell - Contra Costa 
County
RSchwartz@TruckerHuss.
com
Larry Carlin - Marin County
415-332-8498
l_carlin@hotmail.com
Marcos Alvira - Merced, Mari-
posa, Stanislaus
209-383-3432
mercedbluegrass@sbcglob-
al.net
Vicki Frankel - San Mateo 
County Area
vicki.frankel@gmail.com

Year-Round Jobs
Rick Cornish - Director of 
Operations
rickcornish7777@hotmail.
com
Kelly Senior - Investment 
Advisor
Mark Varner - Editor, Bluegrass 
Breakdown
PO Box 1245
Boulder Creek, CA 95006
831-338-0618
mrvarner@ix.netcom.com
George Martin - Publicity 

Director
georaymartin@yahoo.com
Bob Calkins – Photographer
530-644-1587
motherlode@innercite.com
Mike Melnyk - Photographer
mike@mikemelnyk.com
Randy Shelton – Photogra-
pher
randy.shelton@comcast.net
Bruce Long – Darrell Johnston 
Kids Lending Library
kidslendinglibrary@gmail.
com
Max Schwartz - Teen 
Ambassador
maxschwartz17@gmail.com
Alicia Meiners – E-Commerce 
Mgr.
ameiners@sbcglobal.net
408-683-0666
John Erwin – Mail Ticket Sales
707-330-9342
john.erwin@sbcglobal.net
Lee Hardesty – Insurance 
Advisor
916-961-6316
hrdst@comcast.net
Brian Whitt – 
Mercantile Co-Coordinator
MartinD282007@gmail.com
707-533-6730
Frank Solivan – Kids on Stage 
Director/ Ambassador at large
408-656-8549
Whit Washburn – 
Contract Legal Advisor
916- 996-8400
wfwashburn@wfwashburn.
com 
Debra Livermore – 
Volunteer Coordinator
916-601-7233
deblivermore@gmail.com
Mark Hogan - Audio Archive 
Project co-coordinator
707-829-8012
hogiemoon@comcast.net
Dave Nielsen - Audio Archive 
Project co-coordinator
David Carlsen - Sebastopol 
Jam Master
davidacarlson62@hotmail.
com
Steve Goldfield - Old Time 
Coordinator 
stevegoldfield@yahoo.com
Geoff Sargent - Music Camp 
Laison
510-207-2046
geoffreysargent@gmail.com
Brooks Judd - Broadcast Pub-
licity Coordinator
2600 Craig Ct
Turlock, CA   95382
shejudd@charter.net
Josh Michaels - Elections 
Coordinator
cbaEcommerce@gmail.com

Festival Coordinators
Mark Hogan – Sebastopol 
Festival Director
3980 Monika Ct.
Sebastopol, CA 95472-5741
707-829-8012
hogiemoon@comcast.net
David Brace - Father’s Day 
Festival Director
1704 Banyan Court
Ceres, CA   95307
DHB1221@me.com
TJ Carskadon - Vern’s Stage
tjcarskadon@gmail.com
Debra Livermore – 
Vern’s manager
916-601-7233
deblivermore@gmail.com
Kathleen Rushing – Music 
Camp Children’s Program
9780 Mennet Way
San Ramon, Ca 94583
925 828 5825
Kafween@mac.com
Lisa Burns - Corporate 
Sponsorship Coordinator
lisa@lisaonbass.com
Larry Baker – Concessions
209-785-4693
roaddog@caltel.com
Chris Bockover - Safety and 
Hospitality Coordinator

Chris Olivolo – 
Stage Construction
colivolo@gmail.com
Stage Lighting - Adam Brace
John Skaar – 
Handicapped Camping
509-427-8928
skaarjohn@gmail.com
Craig Wilson - Full Hookup 
Lottery Coordinator
11119 Academy Avenue,
Bakersfield, CA 93312
661-589-8249
craigw1@sbcglobal.net
DAgmar Mansperger – T-Shirt 
Coordinator
Jim Ingram – 
Entertainment Coordinator
408-847-6837
silvanis@wildblue.net
Dan Martin - Slow Jam 
Coordinator
707 287 6953
powderdan@comcast.net
Ron Rose - Gate Crew 
Coordinator
bg_gittar@yahoo.com
Mike McGar – Gate Ticket 
Sales
209-572-3735
mcgarm@yosemite.edu
Bill Meiners – Comp. Tickets
408-683-0666
billmeiners@att.net
Janet Peterson and Peter 
Langston – Music Camp Direc-
tors
CBAcamp@psl.to
Charlene Sims - Raffle 
co-ordinator 
casims@msn.com
Carol Canby - Water Booth 
coord.
530-832-0340
canbysonthego@msn.com
Dorothy McCoy - Headquarters 
Telephone co-ordinator 
530-663-0025
rd53mccoy@gmail.com
Patty Thorpe - Utility coordi-
nator 
916-929-9185
John Lonczak - 
Dancing coordinator
408- 247-5706
Mike Martin - 
Handicap Taxi Coordinator 
707-333-5784
Cameron Little - Signs
Storage Transport Coordinator 
- Roy West

Web Team
Bands – Grant Johnston
livebluegrass@aol.com

Board of Directors
David Brace - Father’s Day 
Festival Director
2608 Paradise Road
Modesto, CA   95358
DHB1221@me.com
Darby Brandli - President /
Youth Program Coordinator
2106 - 9th Avenue
Oakland, CA 94606-2612
510-735-6364
darbyandbruno@comcast.
net
Tim Edes – Chairman of the 
Board
17720 Telfer Drive
Morgan Hill, CA 95037
408-779-5456
t.edes@verizon.net
Montie Elston – Treasurer
5631 Tish Circle
Olivehurst, CA 95961
530-763-5056
fiddle3@comcast.net
Steve Goldfield - Old-Time 
Music Coordinator
4428 Tompkins Avenue
Oakland, CA 94619
510-482-8970
stevegoldfield@yahoo.com
Dave Gooding - TAG Chair-
man
P.O. Box 462
Elmira, CA   95625-0462
davegooding@sbcglobal.
net
Angelica Grim
Bluegrass Breakdown ad 
sales
2608 Alturas Dr. Bakersfield, 
Ca 93305
angelicagrim@me.com
417-522-8847
Mark Hogan – Sebastopol 
Festival Director
3980 Monika Court
Sebastopol, CA  95472
707-829-8012
hogiemoon@comcast.net
Jack Hyland
P.O.Box 333
Hughson, CA  95326
209-303-0015
jck49hyland@yahoo.com
Jim Ingram - FDF Enter-
tainment Coordinator, FDF 
Contracts
5270 Hecker Pass
Gilroy, CA  95020
408-847-6837
silvanis@wildblue.net
Carl Pagter – Chairman 
Emeritus
17 Julianne Court
Walnut Creek, CA 94595-
2610
925-938-4221
carlpagter@astound.net
J.D. Rhynes – Director Emeri-
tus P.O. Box 1303
West Point, CA 95255-1303
209-293-1296
jdrhynes@volcano.net
Geoffrey Sargent - Assistant 
to the Chairman
1477 Via Manzanas
San Lorenzo, CA  94580
510-207-2046
geoffreysargent@gmail.com

Officers
Darby Brandli - President
2106 - 9th Avenue
Oakland, CA 94606-2612
510-533-2792
darbyandbruno@comcast.
net
Montie Elston -- Treasurer
5631 Tish Circle
Olivehurst, CA   95961
fiddle3@comcast.net
Valerie Cornejo – Assistant 
Treasurer
916-712-7067
notableval@sbcglobal.net

Director of Operations - Rick Cornish at 209-588-9214 or 
rickcornish7777@hotmail.com

Also...  Bluegrass instructional ma-
terial for guitar, fiddle, mandolin, 
bass, dobro and banjo.  The CBA's 
Darrell Johnston Kids Lending 
Library is looking to fill the shelves 
with bluegrass instructional mate-
rial for kids to check out.  Please 
send any items to:  
DJKLL/Librarian,  c/o Bruce Long, 
P.O. Box 843, Roseville, CA 95678  
Your donation is tax deductible.  

WANTED
Instruments for the  CBA’s

Darrell Johnston Lending Library. 
Help a young person become a 

musician. 
Donate bluegrass instruments, 

old or new.

Info at: kidslendinglibrary@gmail.com
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California Bluegrass Association Membership Application
First Name Last Name Spouse:  First Name Last Name
____________________  ____________________                    __________________  ______________________
Address __________________________________  Child(ren) __________________________________________
City ____________________________  State _______  Zip __________  Year of Birth __________________

Phone __________________________  Email: _______________________________

Membership includes 12 issues of the Bluegrass Breakdown, and discount prices for 
all CBA sponsored festivals and concerts.  Band memberships available for out-of-
state bands.  Each member is entitled to one copy of the publication.  Please write 
names and addresses on a separate sheet of paper. Prices subject to change 
without notice. Out of United States? Postal rates may be higher, please 
inquire.

Membership Categories:
Single Membership $25.00
With Spouse/other added $30.00
Teens 16-18 (voting) $5.00 each
(Children under 16 included free)
Band Memberships Out of State Only
(3-5 Members) $40.00

Please sign me up for the following:
_____ Single - 1 vote for _____ year(s) @$25
_____ Couple - 2 votes for _____ year(s) @$30
_____ Add ____ voting Children @$5 each

Children’s names and birthdates: __________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

If Senior Citizens (65 and over), please list birth years:
____________________________________________

____ New    ____ Renewal of Member #_____________

Membership Total  $________________

TOTAL ENCLOSED $________________
Please make checks payable to California Bluegrass Association (CBA).  

Mail to: CBA Membership Vice President Larry Phegley
P O Box 1143

Seaside, CA 93955

For information, call  831 233 0448
or email cba_membership@yahoo.com

California Bluegrass Association
Bluegrass Breakdown

is published monthly as a tabloid newspaper at PO Box 152, San Ramon, 
CA 94583, by the California Bluegrass Association.  The CBA is a non-
profit organization founded in 1974 and is dedicated to the furtherance of 
Bluegrass, Old-Time, and Gospel music.  The views of the authors does not 
nessesarily reflect the views of the CBA or its Board of Directors. Member-
ship in the CBA costs $25 a year and includes a subscription to the Bluegrass 
Breakdown.  A spouse’s membership may be added for an additional $5 and 
children between 13 and 18 for $1.00 per child.  Children 13-18 who wish 
to vote will have to join for $10.00.  Names and ages are required.
 Band memberships are only available for the out of state bands; cost 
is $40.  Subscription to the Bluegrass Breakdown without membership is 
available only to foreign locations.  Third class postage is paid at Stockton, 
California.  Bluegrass Breakdown (USPS 315-350).  Postmaster please send 
address changes to:  Bluegrass Breakdown, P.O. Box 152 San Ramon, CA 
94583.   Copy and advertising deadline is the 1st of the month, one month 
prior to publication (i.e. February  deadline is January 1st, etc).     
 Members are encouraged to attend all board meetings. Please contact 
any board member or call the CBA office at 209-588-9214 for information 
and directions.
           Please send all contributions and advertisements to:

Mark Varner, editor - P.O. Box 1245, Boulder Creek, CA 95006
831-338-0618 -- email mrvarner@ix.netcom.com

Visit our Web Site at: www.cbaontheweb.org
Editor .........................................................................Mark Varner
Publicity Director/Breakdown contributing writer....George Martin
Columnist ............................................................. Roger Siminoff
Columnist ................................................................. Allan French
Columnist ..................................................... Eileen Kleinschmidt
Columnist ............................................................... Darby Brandli
Columnist................................................................Cliff Compton
Columnist .......................................................................Joe Weed
Columnist .............................................................. Geff Crawford
Columnist ......................................................................Sid Lewis
Columnist ...............................................................Wayne Erbsen
Photography............. ......................... Bob Calkins, Mike Melnyk
Graphics.........................................Stephen Johnson, Mark Varner
Recording Reviews & Interviews ..........................Brenda Hough
©2010 California Bluegrass Association.  All Rights Reserved.  Reprint requests 
must be made in advance by contacting the Editor.

Bluegrass Breakdown  Advertising Rates
Display Advertising
Full Page- 10” wide X 12.75” high ......................... $255.00
Half Page  - horizontal -- 10” wide X 6.5” tall ....... $144.00
Half Page - vertical -- 4.5” wide X 12.75” tall  ...... $134.00
Quarter Page 4.5” wide X 6.5” tall ........................... $70.00
Business Card - 2 columns wide (3 7/8”) X 2” tall  .. $35.00
 Flyer insertion is available. Inquire for cost. 
 Other sizes of advertising are available. Discount pricing is applied to pre-paid ads running 3 
months, 6 months or 12 months. Please call 831-338-0618 or email: mrvarner@ix.netcom.com for 
further information.
 Advertisements should be submitted as PDF (or other approved format) files either on disc, CD or 
via e-mail.  Advertisements can be produced by the editor upon request if artwork and photographs are 
submitted in advance. 
 Advertising proofs can be FAXed or e-mailed upon request if typesetting and/or layout is required.  
Please allow at least 5 extra days for production.
 Special rates are in place for festival issues, due to the greater amount of issues printed and copies 
distributed. This is usually 200% of the regular rate, but the Board of Directors of the CBA reserves the 
right to change the policy at their discretion.  Please contact the Editor for more details.

Classified Advertising
 The current rates for classified ads are based on 3 1/2 inches of typed copy and are as follows:  
$8.00 for the first three lines and 50¢ for each additional line. 
 All advertising must be paid for in advance unless prior arrangements have been made for billing.  
A 12% late fee will be charged if advertising invoices are not paid within 60 days of billing.

Make checks payable to the California Bluegrass Association and send check and ad to: 
Mark Varner, Editor Bluegrass Breakdown

P.O. Box 1245, Boulder Creek, CA 95006
Phone 831-338-0618 or email mrvarner@ix.netcom.com

Ads can be uploaded to the CBA FTP site at: http://www.cbaontheweb.org/AdUpload.asp

Four color ads
................$320.00
................$180.00
................$170.00
..................$90.00
..................$45.00

Black & White ads

Save trees! Get your 
Bluegrass 
Breakdown 

electronically. 
Contact Larry at

cba_membership@yahoo.
com

and let him know you don’t 
need USPS delivery.

I say!

Looks like a 
membership 
application!

    
    

What’s t
his?!

TERMS OF TICKET SALES FOR CBA EVENTS. Festivals, con-
certs, and other events sponsored by the CBA are held rain or 
shine, and there will be no refunds or rain checks.  In the event 
a festival, concert, or event is cancelled due to natural disaster, 
fire, or act of God, CBA will not give refunds but will allow valid 
ticket holders to have admission to the following year’s event 
free of charge.  Artist schedules and performance times are sub-
ject to change without prior notice. 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK - Darby Brandli, CBA President

June.  We are always looking for 
new candidates, new ideas, a new 
outlook, new energy.  It would 
be great to have a new generation 
step up while there are still great 
mentors on the Board.  My years 
serving on the Board of Directors 
of the CBA have been some of the 
most satisfying years of my life.  I 
know that I have brought pleasure 
to people, have brought value to 
people and have served the mission 
of the CBA.  You should definitely 
consider filling my vacant seat this 
year.
 We do have two new vol-
unteers for extremely important 
positions.  Marcos Alvira has vol-
unteered to be the Statewide Area 
Activities VP.  Marcos will “run 
herd” on all the Area VPs and be in 
charge of the two CBA campouts.  
Lucy Smith has volunteered to take 

 I have often been told to “slow 
down, live in the moment” by peo-
ple who obviously do not volun-
teer for the CBA.  I am writing this 
May message in March, I am plan-
ning for events which take place af-
ter events which have not yet been 
held and actually rely on profits 
made by events not yet held.  I am 
planning what I might not have to 
do once I retire from the Board of 
the CBA.   I am anticipating what 
focusing on only one CBA pro-
gram might be like.  Yes, I am not 
going to run for the Board but I 
do intend to continue to volunteer 
with the CBA Youth Program.  
 It is time for you to consid-
er running for the Board.  Peti-
tions (15 CBA members signing 
a statement of intent) can be sub-
mitted to our Membership Chair-
man Larry Phegley beginning in 

over the coordination of the IBMA 
event in Raleigh NC.  Lucy and 
outgoing coordinator Larry Kuhn 
have already had a conference call 
with the IBMA to plan for the CBA 
presence in the Annual Conference 
for the IBMA in Raleigh Sept-Oct.  
Many many thanks to Marcos and 
Lucy.  Both Marcos and Lucy are 
currently also the Area Activities 
VPs of their respective geographic 
areas and are also doing a great job 
bringing bluegrass to their constit-
uents.
 It is wonderful seeing Larry 
Carlin back writing columns for 
the CBA website while Mold Man 
is on vacation in Lithuania.  Once 
a CBA volunteer, always a CBA 
volunteer.  Larry Carlin is also an 
Area Activities VP.  
 Rick Cornish has suffered a 
pretty significant shoulder injury 

which is definitely limiting his ac-
tivities.  People might not realize 
that when Rick retired from the 
Board, he continued to manage 
the website (among other CBA 
responsibilities). This job takes 
about 3 hours per day of keyboard 
work in addition to the creative 
process which has not been hin-
dered by a shoulder injury. Bruce 
Long, the Lending Librarian, also 
has a shoulder in a sling and can-
not lift or process the instruments 
in the Library for a few months.  I 
am certain we can find things for 
a couple of volunteers to do while 
Rick and Bruce are healing.
 There is still time to volun-
teer for the Father’s Day Festival 
but the teams are filling fast.  Deb 
Livermore is the volunteer coordi-
nator for this event.  Jim Evans is 
still looking for PG&E volunteers 

to work the festival.  Contact Deb 
and she can hook you up with the 
coordinators of the various teams.  
Remember, all volunteers must 
have current CBA memberships 
and receive free passes to the festi-
val.
 As of this date, there are still 
openings for the Music Camp and 
the Youth Academy.  There is still 
room for you at the Father’s Day 
Festival.  See you in June!!

CALL TO ORDER
 Tim Edes, Chairman of the 
Board, called the meeting to order at 
11:05 am at the Lagunitas Brewery, 
1280 North McDowell Boulevard, 
Petaluma, CA 94954

ROLL CALL
Board Members Present: 
 Dave Gooding, David Brace, 
Tim Edes, Montie Elston, Steve Gold-
field, Dave Gooding, Mark Hogan, 
Jack Hyland, Jim Ingram, Geoffrey 
Sargent 
Board Members Absent: 
 Darby Brandli, Angelica Grim
Officers Present: 
 Colleen Hogan
Members Present: 
 No other members present

SETTING OF THE AGENDA
 The Board approved the meeting 
agenda with five additions. 
APPROVAL OF THE 
FEBRUARY 2014 BOARD 
MEETING MINUTES
 The Board approved the Febru-
ary minutes as written. 

PERSONS DESIRING TO 
ADDRESS THE BOARD ON 
UNAGENDIZED ITEMS
 None

OLD BUSINESS 
2014 CBA Budget Discussion:
 Montie Elston sent out the de-
tailed 2013 P&L as the first step in the 
budgeting process.

Statewide Area Activities VP:
 Marcos Alvira has agreed to take 
the position temporarily. David Brace 
will coordinate the campouts. 

Campouts Update:
 The Spring Campout is set for 
Turlock. Some of the fairground fees 
have increased but these will not be 
passed on to campers.  The BBQ ven-
dor can’t make it this year so David is 
working on other arrangements for 
the dinner. The winners of the mem-
bership drive will be awarded their 
jackets at the dinner. David is also 
working on securing the location for 
the Fall Campout, which will likely be 
in Lodi. 

Modesto Concert Report:
 David Brace reported that the 
concert did well. He will have the fi-
nancial report at the next meeting.

T-shirts on Demand:
 Daniel Routh sent David Brace a 
link to their website, which is now up 
and running. Tim requested that he 
send him a written proposal.

NEW BUSINESS
Kings River Bluegrass Festival:
 Stan Allen sent an email stating 
that he thought it in the best interest 
of the CBA to cancel the Kings River 
Festival in 2014 since it lost money for 
several years. The email will be posted 
on the CBA website and published in 
the Breakdown. 

Old Time Campout:
 Steve Goldfield received word 
that the Lake Sonoma campground 
may close due to budget cuts. Steve 
is looking for other sites in case Lake 
Sonoma doesn’t come through. 

Father’s Day Festival - 
Acknowledging FDF volunteers:
 The Board discussed alternatives 
to the FDF Volunteer Dinner, since 
many volunteers cannot attend on a 
Wednesday night. It was determined 
that we will provide volunteers with a 
special t-shirt. 

FDF Contracts: 
 George Rellis’s contract has been 
returned.  There will be overnight se-
curity guards instead of stage sleepers 
this year. David Brace is working on 
getting alternate bids for the cleaning 
contract. 
Possible RV Show:
 The board discussed the possibil-
ity of an RV show at the back of the 
stage area. 

Stage Scrims:
 Montie is the contact person for 
producing the scrims, but we need a 
pricing scheme and contact person for 
advertising. Montie will talk to Lisa 
Burns about this.

REPORTS
Executive Committee Report:
•	 The	 Executive	 Committee	 ap-

proved giving away (2) FDF tick-
ets at an event that Chuck Poling 
is hosting in San Francisco.

•	 The	 committee	 is	 still	 working	
on the definition of sponsorship 
versus advertisers. A sponsor gives 
money without purchasing adver-
tising. 

•	 They	 are	 discussing	 with	 PG&E	
the possibility of a monitory spon-
sorship as well as volunteer team 
to help out at FDF. 

•	 The	 Exec.	 Committee	 continues	
to look for someone to handle the 
ice booth at FDF.

•	 They	 continue	 to	 search	 for	 an	
IBMA Coordinator.

•	 They	addressed	the	idea	of	guerril-
la stages and came up with the gen-
eral agreement that these stages 
will not be official, although they 
can occur in peoples’ camps. 

•	 Darby	is	pursuing	an	opportunity	
for the CBA to have a presence at 
the Far West Music Festival in Oc-
tober.

Membership Report: 
 Current membership is 2,499 
members, which is slightly higher than 
last year at this time.

Treasurer’s Report:
 Montie Elston handed out the 

Balance Sheet as of March 7, 2014. He 
is looking at some of the CBA’s invest-
ment accounts. The taxes should be 
filed by March 12th.

Music Camp Report: 
 Geoff Sargent reported that 
126 people have registered for Music 
Camp so far, which is over half the 
capacity. No update on finding a loca-
tion for a winter music camp site for 
2015. 

Area Activities VP Reports:
Mark Hogan (North Bay Coast):   
 The Sonoma County Bluegrass 
& Folk Festival yesterday was a suc-
cess. Mark is working now on the Clo-
verdale Old Time Fiddle Festival to be 
held April 5th in Cloverdale. 

President’s Report:
 Darby Brandli was not present at 
the meeting. 

Chairman’s Report:
 Tim Edes reported that the 
Night at the Grange concert went re-
ally well. His main concern right now 
is finding someone to replace Larry 
Kuhn as IBMA Liaison. Carl Pagter 
will consider doing it next year with 
Larry Kuhn’s help but ultimately we 
need to find a person or team to han-
dle it. It was suggested that we look at 
splitting the job up based on the job 
description that Larry put together. 

CONFIRM TIME AND PLACE 
FOR THE FEBRUARY BOARD 
MEETING
 Next meeting is 10:00 p.m. Sat-
urday April 26, 2014 at the CBA 
Spring Campout Stanislaus County 
Fairgrounds, 900 N. Broadway, Tur-
lock, CA 95380.  

ADJOURNMENT
 Meeting adjourned at 1:10pm.

Minutes compiled by 
Colleen Hogan, CBA 

Secretary

Darby Brandli

Minutes of the March 8, 2014 - California Bluegrass Association Board Meeting

By John Hettinger
 Back for their 4th appearance at 
the Folsom Opry House (aka home 
of John & Loretta Hettinger), the 
Blackberry Bushes stringband trio 
will play in concert on May 22.  These 
young musicians are consummate au-
dience pleasers.  Jakob Breitbach’s fid-
dling is so hot that you’ll wonder why 
his fiddle doesn’t catch on fire; he’s 
even played on stage with Bill Mon-
roe.  Guitarist Jes Raymond’s picking 
and lead vocals are especially capti-
vating.  Bassist Julian Stocking comes 
from a jazz background but has taken 
to bluegrass in a big way.
 The Blackberry Bushes String-
band has that rare magic that allows 
them to artfully fuse sounds from 
many genres into a bluegrass in-
strumentation that retains distinct 
threads of sonic color. This is a dare-
devil sound that is delicate, bold, and 
like their thorny namesake, rooted 
and growing, growing, growing.  
Check them out at www.theblack-
berrybushes.com.  Their live show is 
joyous and vibrant with an intention 
to move the audience in their hearts 
and out of their seats.

 The Folsom Opry House is lo-
cated at 113 Puffer Way, Folsom, 
CA 95630.  Door opens at 7:00 PM; 
show time is 7:30 PM.  Seating is 
limited (recent shows have sold out) 
so make your reservations early via 
bluegrass@shaunv.com or 916-990-
0719.  Admission is by donation, all 
of which goes to the band; $15 in 
advance for CBA members, $20 for 
everyone else, or $20 for everyone at 
the door if seats are available.  And 
don’t forget Loretta’s legendary pies 
for dessert at the break between sets.

BLACKBERRY BUSHES play the 
Folsom Opry House, May 22

The Blackberry Bushes.
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 Mr. George Saunders Shuffler, 
88, of Valdese, a bluegrass giant has 
passed. He died very peacefully at 
home of natural causes, surrounded 
by his loving family. Mr. Shuffler 
was born April 11, 1925, in Burke 
County, a son of the late William 
Gaines “Will” and Mary Martha 
Williams Shuffler and was a charter 
and faithful member of Lakeview 
Baptist Church. Over the years, he 
served his church as a teacher, choir 
member and on numerous commit-
tees. 
 He left home at the age of 17 
to play on the Grand Ole Opry in 
Nashville, Tenn. George was known 
as a “bluegrass legend” and was 
important to the development of 
bluegrass music. He was widely ac-
knowledged as the inventor of the 
cross picking style of guitar playing. 
George played with Don Reno, 
Jim & Jessie, the Osborne Brothers 
and for 20 years with The Stanley 
Brothers and Ralph Stanley and 
the Clinch Mountain Boys (he was 
known as the “Third Stanley Broth-
er”). 
 After retirement, he formed 
his own group, “The Shuffler Fam-
ily,” who made seven albums and 
sang gospel music in a lot of area 
churches and venues. George re-
ceived numerous awards over 
the years including, in 1996 the 
IBMA Distinguished Achievement 
Award, in 2007 the Heritage Award 
for bluegrass music by the NC Arts 
Council, in 2011 he was inducted 
into the IBMA Hall of Fame for his 
cross picking style of guitar playing 
and his walking bass style of bass 
playing. 
 In 2013, he was inducted into 
the Bill Monroe Bluegrass Hall of 
Fame. 

George Shuffler passes

 In addition to his parents, he 
was preceded in death by a son, 
Robert Steven Shuffler; two broth-
ers, John Shuffler and Dude Shuf-
fler; and two sisters, Lena Roberts 
and Betty Howard. Surviving are 
his wife of over 63 years, Sue Ben-
field Shuffler of the home; two sons, 
Herbie Shuffler and Eric Shuffler 
and Victoria Ervin all of Valdese; 
two daughters, Debra Corley and 
husband, Tom, of Morganton and 
Jennie Brittain and husband, Tony, 
of Drexel; three brothers, Gus Shuf-
fler of Morganton, Joe Shuffler 
and wife, Sue and Ronnie Shuffler 
and wife, Laura; and a sister, Sue 
Randall, all of Valdese. Also sur-
viving are his grandchildren, Bry-
an Shuffler, Jason Shuffler, Katie 
Shuffler and Molly Shuffler; and 
great-grandchildren, Bailee, Tanner 
and Leah.
 John Lawless of Bluegrass To-
day says:
 “Another leading light of the 
first generation of bluegrass artists 
has passed. George Shuffler, long 
time member of both The Stan-
ley Brothers and Ralph Stanley & 
the Clinch Mountain Boys, passed 
away earlier today (4/7/14), just 
short of his 89th birthday.
 “Shuffler’s distinctive cross-
picking guitar style, now a staple 
in bluegrass music, combined the 
melodic approach of Maybelle 
Carter and the 3-finger banjo roll 
into something unique and special, 
which will forever be tied to his 
name.
 George was a gregarious and 
affable man, beloved by fans and 
musicians alike. He had been in fail-
ing health for several months, but 
his family had requested privacy in 
that regard.”

BLUEGRASS PIONEER

The late George Shuffler.
Photo: Hal Jeanes

 Singer/songwriter Jesse Win-
chester died Friday morning at his 
Charlottesville, Va., home. Win-
chester, who had been suffering 
from esophageal cancer, was 69.
 A native of Shreveport, La., 
Winchester moved to Canada in 
1967 to protest theVietnam War 
draft. He continued to live there 
for many years after President Car-
tergranted unconditional pardons 
to those who had left the country 
to avoid the draft.
 Winchester’s music blended 
folk, country and blues, and he 
had his biggest hit as a recording 
artist in 1981 with Say What. His 
songs — the best known of which 
includedThe Brand New Tennes-
see Waltz, Biloxi and Mississippi, 
You’re on My Mind — were cov-
ered by the Everly Brothers, Joan 
Baez, Jimmy Buffett, Patti Page, 
Nicolette Larson and others.

company called him back and offered him $15,000. 
According to his son Clay, Mr. Smith told him: ‘‘I re-
ally appreciate the offer. You might be a good attorney 
in Los Angeles, but you wouldn’t do too good in Car-
olina.’’
 The lawsuit lasted two years, but Mr. Smith pre-
vailed. When asked how much money he made on 
the settlement, he would point to a picture of a 42-
foot yacht in his office and say that Warner Brothers 
bought it for him. He told Warner Brothers not to use 
his name in the movie credits because he found the 
film offensive.
 Mr. Smith wrote or co-wrote more than 500 
compositions, including the 1955 cowboy ballad ‘‘The 
Red Headed Stranger,’’ which later became a signature 
song for Willie Nelson.
 Despite his national profile, Mr. Smith focused 
on a broadcasting career in the Charlotte area. His 
self-titled variety show ran in syndication from 1951 
to 1982 and featured such guests as Andy Griffith, 
Johnny Cash, and even Richard Nixon. He also had a 
fishing show on ESPN from 1982 to 1994.

Folk-rock’s Jesse Winchester is dead at 69

Jesse Winchester.

 Arthur Smith, a trailblazing guitarist and banjoist 
who wrote and recorded ‘‘Guitar Boogie’’ and ‘‘Du-
eling Banjos,’’ the latter heard in the acclaimed mov-
ie ‘‘Deliverance,’’ and influenced the Beatles, among 
many others — died April 3 at his home in Charlotte, 
N.C. He was 93.
 Mr. Smith, adept on guitar, tenor banjo, man-
dolin, and violin, recorded ‘‘Guitar Boogie’’ in 1946 
while stationed in Washington with the Navy. The 
song has been jokingly called ‘‘the record that launched 
a million guitar lessons.’’
 Its simple form, a boogie-woogie riff followed by 
a hot solo, formed a template for innumerable ear-
ly rock instrumentals. The record sold well for three 
years and appeared on the country and pop charts. 
Radio host Arthur Godfrey played it 10 consecutive 
times on his show. As it gained momentum, Mr. 
Smith substituted for Belgian-born gypsy guitarist 
Django Reinhardt on a US tour that Reinhardt could 
not make.
 ‘‘Feudin’ Banjos,’’ which Mr. Smith wrote and re-
corded in 1955 as a banjo duet with Don Reno, was 
rechristened ‘‘Dueling Banjos’’ in the Oscar-nominat-
ed 1972 film ‘‘Deliverance.’’
 The soundtrack recording went to number two 
on the Billboard pop chart. It was not the first time 
the song had been recorded without crediting, or pay-
ing, Mr. Smith. However, this time he decided to sue.
 ‘‘About seven or eight country groups had record-
ed that song and claimed it was theirs,’’ Mr. Smith 
told the Raleigh News and Observer in 1998. ‘‘There 
hadn’t been enough money involved to pay a lawyer 
until Warner Brothers did that. Cost me $125,000 in 
lawyer’s fees before we got to court, but it was worth 
it.
 ‘‘A good copyright is really worth something,’’ he 
added. ‘‘I get a nice check every 90 days.’’
 After several phone calls, an attorney for the film 

Arthur Smith: Guitar Boogie 

Calling for CBA mercantile volunteers!!!
com or call 707-533-6730. I need the following: name, 
email, phone number, CBA member number, expira-
tion date, and T-shirt size.
 In addition if you are interested in volunteering to 
support the Mercantile at other CBA events you will 
again get free admission.  If interested please contact 
me.  I am also interested in all ideas on merchandising 
the CBA inventory.
 I would like to personally thank you for any past 
service you have provided to the CBA and look forward 
to our future endeavors.  Volunteers make CBA Great!

 Hi all, this is Brian Whitt from the CBA Mercan-
tile.  The time has come again to seek volunteers for the 
Father’s Day Bluegrass Festival in Grass Valley.  If in-
terested, each volunteer will work the CBA Mercantile 
tent for at least 4 hours a day as scheduled, each day of 
the event, June 12-15.  All volunteers must be current, 
CBA members. You will be provided a ticket to the 
event and an event T-Shirt in exchange for your sup-
port.
 If you decide to volunteer, please notify me as 
quickly as possible at email MartinD282007@gmail.

Arthur Smith’s music presaged rock and roll.
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slows down a few weeks later, and 
then right before camp, it fills up.  
In case you are worried about what 
might be still open, here’s the skinny 
on some of the classes that still avail-
able.
 Last month we profiled Lau-
rie Lewis and Tom Rozum, who are 
teaching a double Harmony class, 
two teachers and two assistants, and 
I suspect the assistants are going to 
be pretty good at harmony singing 
as well.  There are still about 10 spots 
left for this class, so don’t miss the 
opportunity to learn from two of 
our most extraordinary and accom-
plished California bluegrass profes-
sionals.  I predict this class will fill, 
so now is your chance!  I might have 
to see if I can sneak away and sit in 
on this one (just don’t tell Peter and 
Janet).
 The CBA and Music Camp are 
committed to increasing the pres-
ence of Old Time music and the Old 
Time classes that still are open are 
Masha and Geff ’s Old Time Band 
Class and Luke Richardson’s Old 
Time Banjo.  I profiled Masha and 
Geff last month and now I get to 
give a little about Luke.  Luke’s mu-
sic rolls with the arresting and subtle 
beauty of the hills around his family’s 
farm in Lawrenceburg, Tennessee.  
With an intuitive ability to match 
the fiddle, Luke manages to push 
the music along with grace, ease and 
remarkable drive.  His banjo playing 
has earned him a National Old Time 
Banjo Championship and a handful 
of blue ribbons.  Currently residing 
in Brooklyn, NY, he is an in-demand 

old-time musician.  In this class stu-
dents will to add to their arsenal of 
right-hand maneuvers in order to 
compliment the different bowings of 
old-time fiddle.  We will also explore 
many of the less conventional tun-
ings such as “Reuben D” or “Sandy 
River Bell Tuning” and talk about 
how and why these settings compli-
ment some tunes more than others.  
The goal is to familiarize ourselves to 
the banjo and recognize its vast capa-
bilities as a leading and accompany-
ing instrument.
 Some of you might know, and 
some wish that you didn’t know, that 
I play that ungainly beast called the 
resophonic guitar, better known as 
dobro to most of the world.  Greg 
Booth is teaching dobro 2 this sum-
mer, which still has openings.  I have 
a vested interest in seeing this class 
fill up because we need more dobro 
players.  Frankly, I think there are 
too many guitar players in the world 
[editor’s note: there are exactly the 
correct number of guitar players in 
the world] and some of them should 
step up and learn to play an instru-
ment that you can actually hear in 
a jam, and give those bloody fiddle 
and banjo players some sonic com-
petition!  Greg is an awesome dobro 
player and one of the worst kept 
secrets around is that he is also an 
awesome peddle steel player.  Play-
ing dobro and banjo with the Kathy 
Kallick band for the last 5 yrs, Greg 
makes his home in Alaska where he 
had a long career playing steel guitar 
in clubs as often as 7 nights a week.  
All those years of making music 
contributes to a tasteful dobro style 
that is unique, and I can attest to his 

Some classes still remain in 2014 CBA Music Camp!

Kidfest is a Father’s Day Bluegrass Festival tradition 

lawn, lemonade making, an area for music and song, 
and who knows what else might happen at
 FunFest! It is under the direction of Kathleen 
Rushing who is also Director of the FunGrass pro-
gram at CBA Camp. Kathleen is a retired Kindergar-
ten/Music Specialist and is known for her fun Bingo 
Schmingo Music www.bingoschmingo.com
 KidFest will be located behind the audience area 
of the big stage, behind the handicap RV Parking. 
Activities are designed for ages 2- 12. Parents need 
to accompany their children as this is not day care. 

virtuosity.  Greg won the Rockygrass 
dobro contest in a challenging field 
on the one year anniversary of his 
taking up the instrument.  After tak-
ing advanced classes at the Rob Ickes 
Resosummit, Rob invited Greg to 
join the faculty where he has taught 
for several years as well as other mu-
sic camps around the country.  The 
YouTube channel of Greg’s dobro 
playing videos recently passed the 
million views milestone and con-
tinues to accelerate, being viewed 
around 1600 times a day.  You can 
check out his YouTube vids at www.
youtube.com/user/aksliderdobro.
 Finally….. Mandolin I is, shall 
we say, undersubscribed.  If you are 
new to the bluegrass scene and don’t 
recognize John Mailander’s name, 
I can guarantee that at the end of 
music camp you will not only recog-
nize his name, but in a few years time 
you will be recognizing his name 
at a whole bunch of major musical 
events, and on the radio, and you 
will point him out to your friends 
and proclaim “he was my Mandolin 
teacher” back when!  
 Registration opened at noon on 
February 7th, 2014 and over half of 
the music camp slots have been filled, 
so get your web browser over to our 
Music Camp website at http://
www.cbamusiccamp.org to register 
and to get more breaking news.  If 
you have other questions, and want 
to make sure the class you want is 
still available, please contact us at 
info@cbamusiccamp.org.  Keep on 
jamming and we hope to see ya’ll at 
Music Camp this summer June 8-11 
at Grass Valley, CA and maybe we’ll 
see you at Winter Camp in 2015!

morning at 9:45 with opening com-
ments from former long-time CBA 
Board Chairman and current web-
master Rick Cornish, who will have 
the pleasure of welcoming back one 
of the CBA’s own: Angelica Grim, 
with the Grim Sisters Band featur-
ing sister Christine and the young 
ladies’ husbands: mandolinist Joe 
Ash (Mr. Christine) and banjo 
player T.J. Doerfel (Mr. Angelica).  
Larisa Pilatti completes the band on 
bass.  I’ve not heard this group live 
but the music on their web site -- 
solid, slightly progressive bluegrass 
with great vocals and picking has 
me anticipating an early arrival to 
the main stage.
 And I plan to stick around for 
the Roland White Band, where one 
can expect classic Bill Monroe blue-
grass as well as vintage country du-
ets and some more jazzy tunes that 
will showcase Roland’s chops that 
he displayed so well on the iconic 
Appalachian Swing album of years 
ago.
 At noon Junior Sisk and Ram-
blers Choice, one of the hottest 
groups on the bluegrass scene these 
days, will appear.  Junior is the IB-
MA’s reigning male vocalist of the 
year and the title track from his 
most recent album, “The Story of 
the Day I Died,” was nominated for 
song of the year.
 Peter Rowan makes his first 
ever appearance at Grass Valley this 
year.  Rowan, a direct link to the 
music of Bill Monroe (he and Bill 
co-wrote “The Walls of Time” and 
Rowan was one of the first, if not 
the very first, young Northerner to 
become a Blue Grass Boy) and yet 
has forged his own path of compos-
ing classic songs and pursuing a deep 
study of Buddhism over the decades.  
Rowan’s tenor voice is reminiscent 
of the Father of Bluegrass and in 
recent years with his flowing gray 
locks he is even starting to resemble 
Monroe.
 Rowan’s current band will be 
familiar to the CBA audience, being 
made up of old friends of Grass Val-
ley Keith Little on banjo, Michael 
Witcher on Dobro, and sound wiz-
ard Paul Knight on bass.  They play 
at 2:55 and 9:45 on Thursday, and at 
8:45 on Friday.
 I am eagerly awaiting the shows 
of the Deadly Gentlemen at 1:55 
and 7:05 on Saturday and their 

closing of the festival at 3 p.m. on 
Sunday.  This is a group on the fring-
es of bluegrass. They have a punk 
sensibility and their guitar player 
comes from a background in heavy 
metal.  Thanks to YouTube I have an 
idea of what they sound like.  I can 
say they sure have the chops and I’m 
sure they could do Stanley Brothers 
tunes with the best of them, if they 
chose to.  Being an OBG (Old Blue-
grass Geezer) I await their sets with 
some slight trepidation. 
 The Tribute to Vern & Ray 
with Kathy Kallick and Laurie Lew-
is will go on at 3:55 on Saturday.  
For anyone who has been around 
California bluegrass for a while, this 
is a must-see.  Vern & Ray only did 
grade A 24-carat material, and it will 
be a treat to hear it performed by 
Laurie and Kathy, our home-grown 
stars in the bluegrass firmament.
 Kathy and Laurie’s regular 
bands appear at the festival this 
year also, the Kathy Kallick Band at 
11 a.m. and 7:45 on Friday and at 
12:45 on Saturday on the Pioneer 
Stage, and Laurie Lewis and the 
Right Hands at noon and 8:05 on 
Saturday and at noon on Sunday.
 Both the Foghorn String Band 
and the Bucking Mules will be play-
ing old time music for dances in the 
Sugar Pine Lodge this year.  Buck-
ing Mules are at 5:50 on Friday and 
Foghorn at 6:45 on Saturday.
 The groups also perform on 
stage:  Bucking Mules at 7:45 Thurs-
day and 2:55 Friday, and the Fog-
horn String Band 9:05 Saturday and 
10 a.m. Sunday for a gospel set.
 This year’s Emerging Artist 
band, Town Mountain, comes from 
the deep bluegrass country of North 
Carolina, Earl Scruggs’ home state.  
They have a rock-solid traditional 
sound, yet manage to incorporate 
Bruce Springsteen and other mod-
ern composers into their repertoire.  
They play at 3:55 on Thursday and 
10 a.m. and 3:55 on Friday.
 Grass Valley is more than 
just its stage shows, of course.  A 
mid-size village of tents and motor 
homes pops up like mushrooms ear-
ly in the week and the camping areas 
are full of music all day and most of 
the night.  Plus there will be a nice 
selection of food vendors, sellers of 
hats and art, leather, musical instru-
ments and accessories, and an entire 
building full of violinmakers, banjo 
makers, mandolin makers and gui-
tar makers.

An exciting 2014 FDF has bluegrass and old 
time that promises a crowd-pleasing festival
From page A-1

From page A-1 Tentative times will be from 11:00 a.m - 3:00 pm on 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday of the Father’s Day 
Festival.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!!
 We are looking for enthusiastic, kid friendly vol-
unteers for KidFest. Volunteers will need to submit 
full name, DOB, SS#, and Driver’s license number for 
screening as we are very serious about qualified and 
appropriate members for this team. Please contact 
Deb Livermore deblivermore@gmail.com, or Kath-
leen Rushing, kafween@mac.com to be a part of this 
way fun group!

Laurie Lewis and Kathy Kallick. What can you say about the Father’s Day Festival? Good music, good times and good friends.

From page A-1
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CBA Youth Academy. We changed 
the days to Wednesday through 
Saturday to ensure four full days 
of instruction and fun for the par-
ticipants. We have reserved stage 
time on the Pioneer Stage for an 
end-of-camp performance Saturday 

afternoon at 3P. We started raising 
scholarship money in 2013. We have 
younger siblings of attendees from 

last year registered with their older 
“experienced” siblings and ready to 
go! There is room for a few more 
young people and there is still schol-
arship money available.
 Providing a Music Camp for 
our young people was a dream re-
alized last year and while the camp 
was a huge success we have made 

some changes this year to make the 
camp even more successful. This is 
a real “music camp for kids” with 

2nd annual Youth Academy still has spots
instrumental instruction, singing, 
songwriting, dancing, jamming, per-
forming. Your children will be fully 
entertained during the days of the 
festival. www.bluegrasscampsfork-
ids.com is hired to produce the camp 
and they have information about our 
Grass Valley camp posted on their 
website. They also have a pretty ex-

tensive FAQ section. 
I am available for any 
questions you might 
have at darbycba@
gmail.com.
 Jacob Groop-
man will manage the 
CBA Youth Academy 
again this year and 
some of the faculty 
from last year will re-
turn and we have add-
ed other experienced 
instructors from the 
Bluegrass Camps for 
Kids stable of musi-
cians. BCforKids has 
been producing these 
camps for years and 
have a curriculum and 
materials that work for 
children this age. They 
teach beginning to ad-
vanced, young kids to 
teens and have many 
other camps under 

their belt. They run camps during 
other festivals and also free standing. 
The website tells the tale.

From page A-1

 All registration for the camp is 
through me and the CBA. Tuition 
is $300 and partial scholarships up 
to $200 are available. A responsible 
adult must attend the festival and 
deliver and pick up the child. The 
Academy times are approximate-
ly 9-3 daily. We will be available to 
provide instruments for the camp 
for student use and we will provide 
snacks. Once registered through the 
CBA there is a separate registration 
process through Bluegrass Camps 
for Kids and all information about 
level of instruction, instrument re-
quest etc will be through Kate Ham-
re, Director of the Program.
 We understand that some local 
school districts will still be in school 

that week because we have already 
enrolled children who are going to 
miss the last half week of school. 
Speak to us if you want to enroll but 
can only attend for three days.
 We are pleased and excited to 
offer this “new” program. These are 
the next generation of fans and pick-
ers and it is up to all of us, the CBA 
Community, to spread the word and 
support these children. I am still ac-
cepting scholarship donations, check 
made out to CBA Youth Program 
(memo: Youth Academy) and mailed 
to Darby Brandli, 2106 9th Avenue, 
Oakland, CA 94606. I will imme-
diately send you a tax letter because 
your donation may be tax deductible 
through our 501 (c )3 status.

Class sizes are small, making this an ideal environment for young 
students.

All bluegrass instruments are taught, including the big bass fiddle. The 
students will form ensembles and perform on the Pioneer Stage.
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cbamusiccamp.org

CBA Music Camp. 
June 8, 2014

Sound good?
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California Bluegrass
Association CBA Youth Academy

Father's Day Festival, Grass Valley, CA 

4 day camp, Wednesday through Saturday,

 June 11-14, 2014
Beginning to Advanced players, ages 8-16

Tuition: $300 (Scholarships available)

Contact: 
Darby Brandli,
Liaison to the Youth Program
(510) 735-6364 
darbycba@gmail.com www.cbaontheweb.org
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CBA Youth Academy—2014 Registration Form 
Note:  Registration for the Youth Academy will begin January 1, 2014. In order to register a student, the guardian(s) must purchase a 39th Annual Father’s Day Festival 
4 day ticket.  We require that a guardian(s) be present on the Nevada County Fairgrounds during the Festival/Academy. Guardians will be responsible for dropping the 
enrollee off for camp, for providing a bag lunch (we will provide all beverages and snacks) and for picking the enrollee up after camp.  The camper/guardians will camp 
and attend the Festival during the four day camp period. The Academy will begin the day before the festival on Wednesday, June 11, 2014 and will end after an 
afternoon performance on Saturday, June 14,2014. The registration fee of $300 for the four day camp must be paid  to the California Bluegrass Association Youth 
Program and verification of a festival ticket will be completed and then the registration process will be continued with a link to the Bluegrass Camps for Kids program,  
All health release forms, requests for and schedules for instrument Blocks and Camp materials will be handled by the Bluegrass Camps for  Kids who will officially 
administer the Academy (www.bluegrasscampsforkids.com).  Registration may be done on-line at www.cbaontheweb.org or sent to Darby Brandli, 2106 9th Avenue, 
Oakland, CA 94606.  Upon completion and verification of registration, the guardian will be contacted and instructed on next steps.  Any questions about registration 
process or the Youth Academy may be directed to Darby Brandli at darbycba@gmail.com  or telephone 510 735-6364. 
Name of Guardian___________________________________ 
Name of child____________________Birthdate______  
                                      l 
Address___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Town________________________________________________State___________Zip___________________ 
 
E-mail or Fax______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone, home:________________________ cell:________________________ work:_____________________ 
 

$__________ Tuition   
$__________ Contribution to scholarship fund (optional--help a low-income camper come to camp!) 

$__________ Total amount enclosed 
 
           Send this form, filled out, with payment (checks payable to CBA Youth Program) to:  Darby Brandli, 
2106 9th Avenue, Oakland, CA 94606 We will contact you within a week, AFTER registration opens. 
Please wait one week! You will be contacted and directed to Step Two of the registration process.  

By Chuck Poling
 The sounds of banjos, fid-
dles, high lonesome harmonies, 
and old-school mountain music 
range through the hills of…San 
Francisco?  Well, Bernal Heights 
may not be the Smokies or the 
Ozarks, but it’s got a hill-country 
tradition of its own.
 The occasion was the sec-
ond annual Stanley Sing and 
Birthday Party at the Lucky 
Horseshoe Bar on Cortland Av-
enue. On Sunday, February 23, 
bluegrass fans converged on the 
neighborhood tavern to celebrate 
both the legacy of the Stanley 
Brothers and the 87th birthday 
of Dr. Ralph Stanley (Feb. 25).
 The Sing is the brainchild of 
a group of hill dwellers who share 
a passion for the hardcore tradi-
tional sounds of the Stanleys. Eric 
Embry, co-owner of the Lucky 
Horseshoe is a Tennessee native 
and banjo picker who opened his 
bar with the plan of making it a 
bluegrass and country music des-
tination. Bill and Martha Foss are 
longtime Bernal residents who 
play in the old-time group, the 
Knuckle Knockers.
 All are devotees of the Stan-
ley sound and fueled by Eric’s 
inspiration, they joined with an-
other local picker, guitarist Scot 
Brenton to form the Stanley Sing 
Committee which also served as 
the house band for the show.
 “The Stanley Sing sounded 

like great fun and I was willing 
to help out with whatever needed 
doing,” said Bill Foss. “Last year 
we had a rather modest response 
to the Sing. This year we got a 
huge response, to our pleasant 
surprise, and had to make sure 
that everyone who wanted to sing 
got the chance. Plus, Eric is such 
a dang good Stanley-style ban-
jo player it seemed like having 
a Ralph-a-palooza would be the 
natural thing to do.”
 Yes, the response was huge 
and included dozens of familiar 
names and faces from the Bay 
Area bluegrass and old-time com-
munities. The list below demon-
strates both the depth of talent in 
the local scene and the influence 
of the Stanley Brothers on  multi-
ple generations of musicians.
 The music began at 4 o’clock 
in the afternoon and continued 
past ten in the evening. Emcees 
– Mary Tilson, Ray Edlund, and 
yours truly – worked in shifts 
and kept the show clipping along 
at a smooth paste. The festivities 
included a Ralph-fle with priz-
es supplied by local merchants 
and a birthday cake. The Lucky 
Horseshoe generously provided 
the musicians with pulled pork 
and barbecued brisket along with 
traditional side dishes.
 Backed by the house band 
with Eric on banjo, Martha on 
bass, Scott on guitar and Bill on 
mandolin, the guest performers 

ran through the Stanley catalog, 
from classics like “Nobody’s Love 
Like Mine” and “Clinch Moun-
tain Backstep” to less well-known 
songs such as “The Kitten and 
the Cat” and really obscure nov-
elties like “Finger Poppin’ Time.”
 Eric realized his vision of a 
Stanley-themed homecoming 
for the Bay Area bluegrass scene 
with more than a little help from 
his friends. “It was without a 
doubt that the tireless contribu-
tions of Martha Hawthorne, Bill 
Foss, and Scot Brenton to the 
efforts of the Stanley Sing Com-
mittee resulted in the success of 
the second annual Sing and par-
ty,” he said.” One need only look 
back a year to see how much 
teamwork can accomplish. I 
owe them a huge thanks for all 
they’ve done.”

Second Annual Stanley Sing 
Participants:
 Butch Waller/Gene Tor-
tora/Carlo Calabi and Sara 
Winge/Mary Gibbons and 
Mike Stadler/Stairwell Sisters/
Jeff Kazor/Chris Smith/Larry 
Carlin, and Claudia Hampe/
Jeanie and Chuck Poling/Julay 
Books and Tom Diamant/Lar-
ry Cohea/Chris Caputo and Jon 
Myers/Ryan Breen/Black Crown 
String Band/Thomas Wille
Dave Earl/John Kornhauser/
Richard Brandenburg/Moun-
tain Dojo/Lou Felthouse

San Francisco: Home of the ‘Stanley Sing’
Taking Charge of Your Performance. 
“How I learned to love the microphone.”
Presenter: Andrew Gootnick
 Some of us who play music for an audience may experience stage fright 
or performance anxiety. In this workshop
you will learn a practical body-based technique to help identify and manage 
these stress reactions. Using this method, you can learn to influence anxi-
ety, excess muscular tension and adrenalin. This helps develop more focus, 
self-confidence and stage presence -- making your performance more musi-
cally effective and satisfying. We will include the following topics : reacting 
vs. responding ; managing levels of physical effort ; building new muscle 
memory ; preparing for your performance and dealing with the unexpect-
ed.  Andrew is a musician and psychologist in San Rafael CA. He provides 
workshops for musicians -- teaching strategies for managing stress and de-
veloping confident creative expression. Bring your voice and instrument !

Beginning Bluegrass Guitar Workshop
Presenter: Bill Jirsa
 This workshop is directed at those folks who know basic finger posi-
tions for the chords in the keys of G and C. Perhaps you have just started 
playing the guitar, or perhaps you are new to bluegrass, and you want to 
learn some of its quirks and techniques.
Maybe you are a little intimidated when you approach a jam.  Some of the 
things we will cover should help you gain the confidence to jump in and play 
along in a jam setting.   Written materials will be provided.
Bring your guitar, and let’s have some fun!

The workshop will cover:
•The	basic	“boom-chuck”	method	of	rhythm	guitar.
•Left	hand	pressure,	and	right	hand	volume.
•Demonstrate	and	practice	some	basic	“walks”	and	“runs.”
•The	so	called	“Bluegrass	G,”	“G7”	and	“C.”		How	and	when	to	use	it.
•The	chord	numbering	system,	and	why	it’s	important.
•Using	a	capo	to	play	in	any	key.
•Review	some	essential	equipment	and	accessories	for	anyone’s	ditty	bag.
•Learn	some	simple	scale	exercises	to	introduce	you	to	flat	picking.
•Answers	to	questions	you	haven’t	even	thought	of	yet.
•How	to	become	comfortable	in	a	jam	situation	and	have	more	fun.
•A	short	list	of	resources	for	information	and	skill	development.

A sampling of the workshops 
offered at Father’s Day 2014
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New Members
Molly Tuttle
Denis and Lynnae LeBlanc
Peter and Annie Sours
Lana Lawrence
Sandrin Barney and Lucas Pattie 
Gail Serene and Mike Kunde
Nicole Langlois and Eric Zablowsky
Mitch Sayegh and Donnalee Curry
Suzi Cooper
Oliver Paddock
Mary Shoaf
Andrews Sandy
Dan Mazer
Lloyd Foote
Paul (Jeff) Royce
Ingrid and Ken Lewis
Diane Ray
Jim and Michelle Fissori
Dale and Esther Hoover
Mark Walter Evans
Marie Mittlestead and Christine 

Bitonti
Eric W Kritz
Judith Jones
Harry and Margo Cummins
Timothy Howland

Renewals
Steve  and Beverly Tracey
Scott and Rayna Carroll
Terri and Jim Swanson
Michael Amandoli Gret-

checn Amandoli 
Teri and Bob Russman
Michael Wichmann and Clarisa 

Flores
Roger Blair
Brian and Gigi Walker
Vicki Wittman
William Markham
Jo Folger and Tom Anderson
Patrick and Joyce Murphree
Tom Payne and Pam Tuson
Steve Goldfield
James and Monika Croft
Larry and Barbara Seiger
Jim and Carol Renton
Steve and Kimberly Chaney
Tom Sullivan
Gail Reese and Gary Gentry
Geoffrey Sargent
Don Mulkey
Bill McKean
Albert Farrens and Anna Hallquist
Lois Johnson
Charles and Linda Cantwell
Phillip and Rhonda Skiles
BJ and Rosalie DeMeo
Jessica-Rose and Stewart Evans
Geoff Thorpe
Dennis Nowack
Robin Farifield
Richard Dordan and Renaye 
 Johnson
Walter Nichols
Ray Gorman
Maria E and William Nadauld
Montie and Susan Elston
Kenneth Whitt
David  Mannheimer
Richard Stieg
David and Joann Hamilton
Stan Allen
Paul  Indman and Fran Saunders
Joyce Everett
Richard Hough
Karen Willis
Herman and Marynell Watson
Robin Fischer
Dave Nelson
Harvey Nickell
Thomas and Jo-Allyn Brown
Jane Gridley

Randy and Penny Allen
William Armstrong
Jon and Judy Hecox
Karen Walter
James and Bonnie Area
Candace Mayberry
Valerie Cornejo
Ted and Patti Garber
Kenneth and Carol Sandner
Jill Cruey
Ron and Trish Gaynor
Richard Giuffrida
John Durbin
Lorraine Escobar
Hank Urbach
John MacFarlane
Amy Scher
James and Barbara Sherman
Ronald and Sue Switzer
Suzanne Vanenger
Erik Kramer-Webb and Theresa Walsh
John Lytle
Leslie and Carl Abbott
Elaine Fetterman
Rex Kinney
Andy Matuska
Loran and April Lester
John Kornhauser
Millie and Duane Srebe
Jan Ramirez
Bill Covert
David  Hanks
Alan Fuller and Celeste Bunnell
Kay Nichols and Ed Johnson
John Lytle
Gary and Christa Mellinger
Billy Pitrone and SarahEblen
Patrick and Mary Ann Fisher
Garrick Peterson
Ken and Kathy Lawson 
Rick Crowder
Ron and Terry Miller
Darryl and Gail Walker
Tom Bekeny
Mason Harris
Alfred Goodwin and Carol Sarner
Tom and Ella Naiman
Joyce and Scott Bowcock
Gary Phelps
Jo Mason
Chris and Chatherine Olivolo
Roland and Karen Hawkins
Bonnie and Robert Stewart
Roy and Tamra West
Victor  Solorzano
Michael and :Linda Gallagher
Colleen Lethridge and Lisa Barrett
Wayne and Janet Siligo
Brian Blain
Bert Daniel
Douglas Martin
Carol Baier
Ross and Shirlee Deter
Keith Davis
Albert and Kathleen Bowers
Spencer and Grace Gilbert
Sheridan Malone
Don and Joann McFadden
Steve  and Lynda Emanuels
George and Carole Durade
Jake Sexton
Robert Dowling
Alice Bass
Lawrence and Kay Brothers
Barney and Dinah Morris
Judy Mueller
Joel Shapiro
Loraine Nichols
Thomas Stoicich
Loiwell McCoy
Barney Griswold, Jr and 
 Rebecca Griswold
Barbara Shaw
Ann Munson

Mary Tilson 
Dick Wodrich and Marci Goulart
Stephen Hill
Bill and Faye Downs
Lou Giddings

CBA thanks its supporters. It’s all about our members!
Dan and Pat Lewis 
Victor  and Barbara Yeakle
Neale and Irene Evans
Mary Oudean
Thomas Knoke

Volunteer Request:
2014 CBA FATHER’S 
DAY BLUEGRASS 
FESTIVAL
By Deb Livermore
deblivermore@gmail.com
 Hello All you Bluegrass Lovers 
out there! It is mid-February and 
already people are asking about vol-
unteering for the CBA’s 2014 Fa-
ther’s Day Bluegrass Festival. And 
so I thought I’d better put some-
thing in writing so that you know 
what your options are:

1. We need volunteers to work 
with our Kids!!! We have sever-
al different programs that need 
adults to help. The reason for 
my early request is that we need 
to do back ground checks on 
all adults that help with kids, so 
let’s start early so we don’t run 
out of time.

2. The most important jobs in-
volved in this event are the set 
up and tear down of the site. 
We desperately need people 
early in the week, like Saturday 
and Sunday before the festival 
and Sunday evening and Mon-
day after the festival. It is amaz-
ing how much work goes into 
putting this festival on. And 
you might be surprised on how 
small the crew is that we have 
to do all of the work. If you 
could be available for these po-
sitions, please let me know. Be 
aware that this is hard, physical 
work but without this crew, the 
festival will not happen.

3. As usual, we need people to help 
at the front gate. We call those 

folks runners as that’s what is 
done - run from the new ar-
rivals driving in the front gate, 
to the ticket booth and back, 
exchanging money for wrist 
bands. It’s a very active job but 
sooooo much fun and reward-
ing. The people arriving are so 
excited to be at the festival and 
your smiling face greeting and 
helping them is what we need!

4. Safety and Hospitality is a very 
large crew. We could use more 
people there to help with sever-
al different positions.

5. Coordinator position - We need 
a new person to help with the 
coordination of the Ice Booth/
Ice Delivery position. This 
means that you would help find 
volunteers (if needed) for the 
ice booth and the ice wagon, 
scheduling them, and making 
sure that all shifts are covered. 
It also means being responsible 
for the money collected and 
meeting the ice delivery man to 
off load the ice into the freezer. 
It’s a cool job!

 With that said, there is one 
more thing I need to tell you. All 
volunteers need to be CBA mem-
bers. If you want to volunteer and 
are not a member, please go to 
www.cbaontheweb.org and look for 
the Membership tab. It is so very 
easy to become a member. You can 
also find the information in this 
fine piece of literature! Look for the 
info here.
 Thanks to all of the volunteers 
past, present and future! We Can 
Not do it without you! Big Blue-
grass Hugs to you all!

Opportunities? WE HAVE THEM!

Do you work for PG&E 
or are you a retired PG&E 
worker?  We are exploring 
forming a PG&E Volunteer 
Team to participate during 
the 2014 Father’s Day Festi-
val.  We have a generous offer 
from a current PG&E worker 
to manage a team.  Send your 
contact information to Jim 
Evans, PG&E Team Leader, 
at JMEf@pge.com.

Volunteer Team

Join or renew your CBA membership on line and save a 
stamp. 

Easy, fast, secure.

www.cbaontheweb.org
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By Jessica Evans
 Announcing the 2014 Memo-
rial Weekend Hickstival hosted by 
Pete and Lora Hicks. Hickstival is 
an intimate music festival featuring 
fine local bluegrass and americana 
bands, music workshops, a Satur-
day night potluck BBQ and lots 
of jamming in the campgrounds. 
Families welcome!

Location
Bolado Park, San Benito County 
Fairgrounds, Tres Pinos CA (near 
Hollister) 

Dates
 May 22-26, 2014. Gates open 
Thursday, May 22 at noon. Gates 
close Monday, May 26 (Memorial 
Day) at noon.

Friday Night Headliners 
 Hossettes, David Thom & Jim 
Lewin, Windy Hill 

Saturday Night Headliners
 Bean Creek, The Cherry Pick-
ers, Jenny Lynn & the Done Gone 
Daddies

Sunday Afternoon Headliners 
 The Central Valley Boys, Larry 
Hosford, Michael Schwartz Swing 
Band

 Music will continue on Sun-
day evening. There will be late 
night acoustic sets at the stage. 

Kids and campers will be recruited 
as stage stars. The schedule will be 
fluid to make room for surprises.

Vendors
 No food vendors! Hickstival 
does not have any vendors. There 
are stores and many restaurants 
in nearby Hollister, and several 
restaurants and bars just down the 
road in Tres Pinos. Hot dogs, ham-
burgers & coffee will be available 
for donations. The kitchen and 
large BBQ grill near the stage will 
be available for use by campers. 

Saturday Evening Potluck
 Bring something to grill and a 
dessert, side dish or drink to share. 
Donations of charcoal gratefully 
accepted. 

Sunday Morning Pancakes
 Come on over for a pancake 
breakfast on Sunday morning. Ear-
ly risers can start the coffee and get 
the pancakes cooking.  

Dogs
 Well-mannered, friendly, qui-
et dogs are permitted at the festival. 
Dogs must be on leash at all times. 
Tags and vaccinations are required 
by county ordinance. Owners are 
asked to please be vigilant about 
cleaning up after their dogs. Hos-
tile or noisy/barky dogs will be 
asked to take their owners home. 
No refunds will be offered. Please 

be thoughtful about whether your 
pet will contribute to a positive fes-
tival experience for all. 

Bands
The Abbott Family, Alex Sharps 
and Pete Hicks, Hossettes, Allan 
Alexander, Bean Creek, Becky 
Hendricks, The Central Valley 
Boys, The Cherry Pickers, Dan & 
Wendy, Dan Lynch, David Thom 
& Jim Lewin, Dim Lights, Gold 
Coast, The Goodings, Jenny Lynn 
& the Done Gone Daddies, The 
Jerry Bradley Family Band, Joe 
Ash’s Tent House Revival, Karen, 
Mike and Nicole, Katya Polovi-
na, Kitchen Help, Larry Hosford, 
Michael Schwartz Swing Band, 
The Monkey Ranch Preservation 
Society, Mr. Barky, Paul Jacobs & 
Friends, The Pilates, The Potrero 
Hill Pickers, Red Dog Ash, Sage-
brush,  Shady Grove, Windy Hill. 
All acts subject to change

Young People
 People age 17 and under are 
invited to attend the festival free of 
charge. 

Ticket and Camping 
Information

Combination Tickets
 4 Day Adult Ticket All Festival 
Pass: $100. Includes tent camping 
Thursday through Sunday nights. 
Does not include RV camping.

Hickstival: Memorial Weekend 2014
3 Day Adult Ticket: $70. Includes 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday. In-
cludes tent camping Friday and 
Saturday nights. Does not include 
RV camping. Sorry, but we are not 
able to give a discount for other 
three-day combination tickets. 

Single-Day Tickets
Thursday Ticket $10
Friday Ticket $15
Saturday Ticket $20 
Sunday Ticket $20 
Single day tickets do not include 
camping. Please purchase camp-
ing if you would like to spend the 
night.

Camping
 Bolado park has a beautiful 
campground with shady under-tree 
camping for tents and a large irri-
gated lawn for car and RV camp-
ers. Please note that RV camping is 
charged by the unit, and all other 
camping (car camping, tent camp-
ing, etc.) is charged by the person. 
Tent trailers and tiny trailers with 
no bathrooms will be charged as 
tents. 

Single Night Tent/Car Camping
 $15 per night per person 

RV Camping
 Electricity is available and 
there are also a limited number of 
full RV hookups. All RV hookups 
will be first come, first served. 

Electric-only RV camping: $30 per 
night per RV unit 
Full hookup RV camping: $40 per 
night per RV unit 

Purchasing Tickets and Camping
Advance Tickets: 
 Please visit the Hickstival 
website at www.hickstival.com to 
purchase tickets and camping in 
advance using PayPal. Advance 
tickets will be waiting for you at 
will call. No tickets will be mailed.  
Gate Tickets: 
 Payments at the gate are by 
cash or check only, no credit cards.

 For more information, call 
Lora Hicks at 831-521-7316
loraellenhicks@gmail.com

Larry Hosford returns.



May 2014                                                                                                    Bluegrass Breakdown A-13

By Michael Hall
 The Northern California Blue-
grass Society’s 21st Annual Good Old 
Fashioned Bluegrass Festival will be 
held August 7-10, 2014 at Bolado Park 
in Tres Pinos (7 miles south of Hollis-
ter). 
 The GOF is known for top area 
bands and great evening jamming 
throughout the camp. The small, fun, 
easy festival offers a shaded audience 
area, hook-ups for RVs, shade for tent 
campers, food, showers and restrooms, 
open mics, a low power FM broadcast 
of the stage to the camp, all in a small, 
beautiful valley.
 The 2014 Main Stage Bands are 
27strings, Abbott Brothers, Amazing 
Dr. Zarcon’s Breathing Machine, Bean 
Creek, Brookdale Bluegrass Band, 
Courthouse Ramblers, Faux Renwah, 
Grassfire, Highway One, Houston 
Jones, Jimmy Chickenpants, Kids on 
Stage, Naked Bootleggers, Pearly Blue, 
Rainy Day Ramblers, Red Dog Ash, 
Rogue River, Rhythm Roundup, Side-

saddle & Co, Slide Road, Steep Ravine, 
Stoney Mountain Ramblers, Susie Glaze 
& The Hilonesome Band, Ventucky 
String Band, and Windy Hill.
 Additional bands will perform on 
two other stages. 
 Tres Pinos is south of San Jose and 
is convenient for bluegrass fans in the 
Bay Area, the Santa Cruz Area and the 
Central Valley. The festival remains one 
of the most affordable in the area. Ad-
vance ticket sales end on July 22. There 

are discounts fr NCBS members, ad-
vance purchase, seniors, and teens. Chil-
dren 12 & under are free.
 The friendly jamming festival is a 
benefit for the NCBS and its many proj-
ects supporting bluegrass music in the 
area. Information: <www.ncbs.us> or 
call (650) 596-9332.

Redwood Bluegrass Associates Presents

To purchase tickets in advance:
k By Mail:  RBA, PO Box 390515, Mountain View, CA 94039.  Please enclose a self addressed stamped 

envelope with your check or money order and be sure to tell us how many tickets you want to order and for 
which shows.  Any mail orders received less than 10 days prior to the show will be held at the door.

k In-Person: Gryphon Stringed Instruments, 211 Lambert Ave., Palo Alto (Cash, Check or credit cards are 
accepted.)

k Web:  Ticketweb at www.rba.org/tickets.html (Note Ticketweb applies a service charge.)

All concerts take place at the  First Presbyterian Church of Mountain View
1667 Miramonte Ave (at Cuesta Dr.)  Mountain View

5:00 pm: Pre-show jam session; 7:00 pm: Doors open;  7:30 pm: Showtime

for more information:  www.rba.org or 650-691-9982

May 3, 2014
Peter Rowan Bluegrass Band

$22 Advance, $25 at the Door

Peter Rowan has long been a force in contemporary music, making the old homestead ring with surprising new 
sounds through his brilliant songwriting, soulful singing, and commanding shows. He is internationally-known 
for his music on more than 50 albums and decades of memorable performances in a variety of stylistic settings 
-- impressionistic folk, Tex-Mex, "Reggae-billy," Afro-Cuban-Caribbean, fusion rock, Celtic -- but it is with 
bluegrass that he has made some of his most enduring music. Peter was a member of Bill Monroe & the 
Bluegrass Boys, Old & In the Way, and Muleskinner, and has collaborated extensively with a number of notable 
bluegrassers, including the Nashville Bluegrass Band, Tony Rice, Ricky Skaggs, David Grisman, Jerry Douglas, 
Vassar Clements, Richard Greene, Tex Logan, Bill Keith, Druha Trava, and, now, a truly great bluegrass band.

Peter Rowan: guitar, lead vocals
Keith Little: banjo, vocals

Michael Witcher: dobro, vocals
Chris Henry: mandolin, vocals

Paul Knight: acoustic bass

21st annual Good Old Fashioned Bluegrass Festival will be held August 7-10 in Tres Pinos

Houston Jones returns to the  
GOF in  Tres Pinos, 

near Hollister.

Duet CD in the Works with Don 
Rigsby
 David befriended world-class sing-
er and mandolinist Don Rigsby back in 
2012 during a Flatt and Scruggs Tribute 
tour put together by banjo master Bill 
Evans.  They connected musically as 
well, and Don was soon on tour with 
the David Thom Band in Michigan and 
Kentucky the following summer.  Since 
then, they’ve been plotting a way to 
make a duet CD, with which they plan 
to tour and promote upon release 
 They’ve started a Kickstarter-like 
campaign over at GoFundMe.com

Vintage Grass
 Over the past two years, DT and 
Andy Shaw (banjoist for the DTB) have 
been doing shows as a duet called Vin-
tage Grass.  The popularity of the scaled 
back, guitar-solo-laden duet has grown 
into a a force of its own, and we find 
ourselves getting bookings beyond the 
wedding-winery circuit we love so well!  
For the bigger shows that can accommo-
date, we add bassist and singer Jeff King 
to make a trio that can pick and sing 
with the best of them.
 While the trio format is new in 
and of itself, there is also multi-instru-
mentation, with David picking up the 
mandolin and Andy grabbing the gui-
tar.  The material cuts a wide swath as 
well.  You will definitely catch some Ea-
gles paired with Ralph Stanley!  We’ve 
already got some time in the studio so 
look for a new recording this summer.

DT Puts on the Teachers Cap
 David has accepted a position at 
the Marin Community Music School 
hosting a sermi-regular bluegrass jam in 
San Anslemo, CA.  Check out the web-
site for more info!
DT will also be a guest instructor at the 
Walker Creek Music Camp in April, fea-
turing Don Rigsby amongst a plethora 
of other talented instructors.  I’m a last 
minute addition so I didn’t make the 
promo, but by Jove, I’ll be there!

David Thom 
news
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CBA Summer Music Camp—2014 Registration Form

Camper's Name_________________________________________________________ Age, if under 18______
                         first    nickname?               last
Address___________________________________________________________________________________

Town________________________________________________State___________Zip___________________

E-mail or Fax______________________________________________________________________________

Phone, home:________________________ cell:________________________ work:_____________________

Morning Class Choice—check one, or indicate first and second choice.
Please see Instructors page of website for descriptions and prerequisites for each class.
____ Bluegrass Band, level 2* ____ Dobro, level 2   ____ Guitar Solos, level 2/3
____ Bluegrass Band, level 3* ____ Dobro, level 3   ____ Mandolin, level 1
____ Old-Time Band, level 2/3* ____ Fiddle, level 1   ____ Mandolin, level 2
____ Bluegrass Banjo, level 2 ____ Bluegrass Fiddle, level 2/3 ____ Mandolin, level 3
____ Bluegrass Banjo, level 3 ____ Old-Time Fiddle, level 2/3 ____ Vocal Style, level 2/3
____ Old-Time Banjo, level 2/3 ____ Guitar w/Singing, level 1/2 ____ Vocal Harmony, level 2/3
____ Bass, level 2/3   ____ Old-Time Guitar, level 2 
         *your instrument(s)________________________________ Sign up early for the best choice of classes!
Please check if applicable: 
____ I’m under 18. My parent’s or guardian’s name is______________________________________________
____ This is a gift from ______________________________________________________________________
____ I am a CBA member.  If not, you can join online at http://www.cbaontheweb.org/reasons.aspx

This will be my _____ time at camp. I first heard about CBA Camp from_______________________________
                       1st? 2nd? 10th?  

Cost:
$__________ Tuition  Postmarked by May 1st--$340; after May 1st--$390             (See FAQs page on website
$__________ Meals (optional)--$100 (includes Sun. dinner thru Wed. lunch)   for scholarship information)
$__________  Wednesday night lasagna dinner--$10         ______ Check here for vegetarian meals

Name(s) of additional person(s) for meals, if any _____________________________________
$__________ Tent Camping (optional)--$25 per adult  
  Name(s) of additional person(s) for camping, if any____________________________________
$__________ RV camping (optional) $60 per site, RVs      
$__________ RV with electrical (optional) $110 per site, RVs for entire week with electrical  
$___________ Camp T-shirt (optional) $15 (XXL $20) Circle size: S M L XL XXL & style: Men’s Women‘s 
$__________ Contribution to scholarship fund (optional--help a low-income camper come to camp!)
$__________ Fungrass enrollment fee(s) for morning kids program--$75 per child includes materials
  child's name(s) and age(s):________________________________________________________
$__________ Total amount enclosed

Registration opens February 7th, 2014.  Reg. forms received before then will be opened on 2/7/14.
           Send this form, filled out, with payment (checks payable to CBA Music Camp) to: CBA Music Camp
We will contact you within a week, AFTER registration opens. Please wait one week! PO Box 765
  then if you haven’t heard back, contact us to confirm your registration status.  Bellingham, WA
    You are not enrolled until you receive conÞrmation and a registration code.	
	
 	
 98227-0765
Questions? check the frequently asked questions (FAQs) on our website: www.cbamusiccamp.org
        or contact directors Janet Peterson and Peter Langston at info@cbamusiccamp.org

By Bruce and Heather Perlitch
 Heather and I have been waiting 
a long time to announce this perfor-
mance:  The excellent folk music duo 
(and married couple) Mike and Ruthy 
will be performing at our house on 
Sunday, May 4th.  Here’s why we like 
them so much.
 With all of our performances 
we try to bring the American music 
experience from far flung corners of 
the country.  In their unique style, 

Mike and Ruthy represent a certain 
songwriting and storytelling tradition 
from the heartlands that reminds us of 
Woody Guthrie and Pete Seeger.  This 
is music with a certain American hon-
esty that can make us glad to be living 
among friends in a blessed country.  
Incidentally, these are the concerts that 
we especially love to share with you.
 As they swing through the area 
on their West Coast tour, Mike and 
Ruthy will be traveling with their two 

young children, Willy and Opal.  We 
think that’s pretty cool too.
 As is our custom, the perfor-
mance will be preceded by a delicious 
potluck dinner, with dessert and re-
freshments at the mid-concert break.  
We will be providing drinks: Water, 
coffee and tea.  We hope to see you 
here!
DETAILS:
Location: Sunnyvale, near Fremont 
and Mary Ave. (Street address will be 

provided with your email confirma-
tion)

Date: Sunday, May 4th. Potluck Din-
ner: 5:30 to 6:30. 1st Set: 6:30 to 7:30. 
Bottled water, coffee, tea & potluck 
dessert: 7:30 to 8:00. 2nd Set: 8:00 to 
9:00. Donation at the door: $20 per 
person (100% of proceeds go to the 
performers).
 Sunnyvale House Concerts: 
www.musicnearthehearth.com

Sunday, May 4th, from Sunnyvale House Concerts
Mike and Ruthy: excellent Americana

 In the Fall of 2014, in the 
woods above Nashville, TN, there 
will be a camp for flatpickers of 
all levels and most ages. It will be 
held in a beautiful home surround-
ed by trees and creeks and bonfire 
pits perfect for late night jamming. 
Many of the greatest flatpickers 
alive will be teaching there but only 
15 students will be allowed to sign 
up - guaranteeing the most incred-
ible learning experience offered in 
modern music camping.
 You will stay on-site or trav-
el from your home each day and 
learn from the masters. In the af-
ternoons there will be jams where 
you may very well find yourself 
picking Red Haired Boy or Big 
Sciota across from Jack Lawrence 
or maybe Kenny Smith or possi-
bly Amanda Smith sings harmony 
with you while you sing and pick 
with Robert Shafer and David Gri-
er. One special afternoon you will 
have a chance to record a tune with 
one of these flatpicking heroes with 
a real-deal professional engineer. 
It’s mind-boggling, really.
 And a new treat! We’ll be host-
ing the staff concert at the new and 
incredible Carter Vintage Instru-
ments store in downtown Nash-
ville. Shop for the finest guitars 
in all the land AND listen to your 
instructors play their hearts out for 
you, all in one place. 
 The price for on-site lodging, 
tuition, and food is a mere $600. 
The price for traveling to and fro 
each day (we call this being a “day 
camper” which includes tuition, 
lunch, and snack) is $500. 

Instructors
Kenny & Amanda Smith
Jack Lawrence
Robert Shafer
David Grier

When to Register
 Registration opens May 1, 
2014 at 9 a.m. Central. If you have 
attended a previous camp, you can 
register April 25, also beginning 
at 9 a.m. With only 15 spots, this 
camp sells out quickly so mark 
your calendars! Click here to go di-
rectly to the registration page.
 Info at: 
www.nashvilleflatpickcamp.net

Nashville 
Flatpick 
Camp
Fall 2014 
October 24-
16, 2014
Ridgetop, TN

Your CBA 
membership 

makes this paper 
happen.
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Do you have a child 
who would like to 
participate in the 
Kids on Bluegrass 

Program? 
 

 
 The Kids on Bluegrass program, 
under the direction of Frank Solivan, 
Sr., takes place at the CBA Fathers Day Bluegrass Festival in Grass 
Valley, California and under the title of  Kids on Bluegrass, at the 
CBA’s River City Festival and at Larry and Sondra Baker’s “Bluegras-
sin’ in the Foothills” festival in Plymouth, California.
 Frank Solivan, Sr. has been directing this program for approx-
imately 19 years and he and his kids consistently delight audiences 
with high quality and highly talented young people.
 This program is open to children ages 3 to 17. The children must 
be able to sing and/or play their instrument WITHOUT parents or 
guardians help. Songs MUST be completely memorized (again with-
out help). Children must have good enough understanding of their 
instrument to have good timing, know their chords and be able to 
change chords quickly, easily play 2 or three songs and the ability to 
play in a group.
 Rehearsal takes place many hours during the day for several days 
at each festival and culminates in a stage production on the main 
stage at each festival. Parents and children must be ready to commit 
to all of the rehearsals.
 To find out if your child is ready to participate in this wonderful 
program, visit Frank Solivan, Sr. at his campsite at any one of these 
festivals.

Frank Solivan, Sr.

 CBA member Tina Louise Barr 
will be out and about this summer 
as a main performer and autoharp 
instructor at several festivals.  At 
the California Autoharp Gather-
ing during May 13 - May 18, 2014, 
Tina will give a twelve-hour series of 
instruction over the first three days, 
covering Beginning, Pre-Interme-
diate, Intermediate, and Advanced 
levels of autoharp.  During the rest 
of the festival she will give several 
one-hour autoharp workshops, a 
children’s workshop on rhythm, and 
will be hosting an all acoustic in-
struments jam session.  Tina Louise 
Barr and husband John Gwinner will 
be giving a main performance the 
evening of Saturday, May 17, 2014.  
For more info, visit Tina’s website at 
www.HighGearMusic.com
 On Saturday, May 31, 2014 
Tina and John will join Frank 
Solivan, Sr. for a bluegrass set at the 
Pick ‘n Gather Festival in Livingston, 
CA.
 Tina will be giving two auto-
harp workshops at the CBA Father’s 
Day Festival the weekend of 06/12 - 
06/15. 
 On Saturday, June 21, 2014 
Tina will be giving a workshop at 
the San Francisco Free Folk Festival.  Title of 
the workshop is Autoharp:  All the Basics  For 
more info, visitwww.SFFolkFest.org
 Tina Louise Barr and champion fiddler 
David Rainwater have teamed up for a new 

CD release titled, Fiddle and ‘Harp.  The CD 
contains twelve instrumental favorites and 
celebrates the art of old-time music.  John 
Gwinner joins them on guitar for three of the 
tunes.  This CD is VERY lively.

Tina Louise Barr performances

Tina Louise Barr.
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California Bluegrass Association’s 
39th Annual Father’s Day Bluegrass Festival
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June 12-15, 2014

CBA’s Kids On Bluegrass, California Showcase Bands on the main stage, many more on the Vern’s stage. 
Three stages of entertainment, workshops, camping, kids programs, dances, vendors, and lots of jamming.

Many, many more acts 
to be 

announced!
Under the tall pines of the Nevada County

Fairgrounds, Grass Valley, CA

Peter Rowan 
   Bluegrass Band
The Deadly Gentlemen
   Junior Sisk & 
      Ramblers Choice
      Lonesome River
         Band
Bucking Mules
   A Tribute to Vern &   
 Ray with Kathy Kallick 
  & Laurie Lewis
   Roland White Band
       Kathy Kallick Band 

    Laurie Lewis and 
  the Right Hands 
   Foghorn 
   Stringband
      CBA 2014 
   Emerging Artist:
       Town Mountain

Bean Creek
High Country

Matt and George 
and Their Pleasant 

Valley Boys
The Sisters Grim
Ragged But Right

2014 CA Showcase acts

www.cbaontheweb.org
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June 12-15, 2014

Name  
Address  
City 
State _____Zip 
Phone           Email 

Early Bird Discount Tickets

Advance Discount Tickets
  (3/1/14 - 5/31/14)

CBA Member Tickets
4-DayAdult .............................. $125
4-Day Senior (65 & over) ........ $115
4-Day Teen (16-18) ................... $60
3-Day Adult  ............................ $105
3-Day Teen  .............................. $45

Non-Member Ticket Prices 
4-Day Adult..............................$150
4-Day Senior (65 & over) ........ $140
4-Day Teen (16-18)....................$60
3-Day Adult..............................$130
3-Day Teen (16-18)....................$45

Single Day Tickets 
No discounts available
Thursday........... Adult $35/Teen $15
Friday................ Adult $50/Teen $20
Saturday............ Adult $55/Teen $25
Sunday...............Adult $35/Teen $15

Please send me the following Advance Discount tickets to the CBA’s 39th Annual Father’s Day 
Weekend Bluegrass Festival:

CBA Member Tickets
____  4-Day Adult @ $125
____  4-Day Senior @$115
____  4-Day Teen (16-18) @$60
____  3-Day Adult (Th/Fri/Sat) @$105*
____  3-Day Teen (16-18)  (Th/Fri/Sat) @$45*
____  3-Day Adult (Fri/Sat/Sun) @$105*
____  3-Day Teen (16-18)  (Fri/Sat/Sun) @$45*

Non-Member Tickets 
 ____ 4-Day Adult @$150
____ 4-Day Senior @$140
____ 4-Day Teen @$60
____ 3-Day Adult  (Th/Fri/Sat) @$130*
____ 3-Day Teen (16-18)  (Th/Fri/Sat) @$45*
____ 3-Day Adult  (Fri/Sat/Sun) @$130*
____ 3-Day Teen (16-18)  (Fri/Sat/Sun) @$45*
•Please specify which 3 days

Single Day Tickets
____  Thursday Only @ $35 Mail ticket order form, a SELF AD-

DRESSED, STAMPED BUSINESS-
SIZED ENVELOPE,  and check or 
money order payable to the California 
Bluegrass Association (CBA) to:     

CBA Festival Tickets
John Erwin

375 Las Vegas Street
Morro Bay, CA 93442-1548

For Credit Card orders visit www.cbaontheweb.org. NO REFUNDS. Festival general info at 209-588-9214

Camping is included in all 
3 and 4 day tickets.  Early 
camping opens Sunday, 
June 8.  Camping fees are 
$20 per night per unit (RVs), 
$15 per night per unit (tents) 
on a first come, first-served 
basis from Sunday, June 8 
through Wednesday, June 
11. 

Designated tent camping 
area available. 

Special campsites with 
guaranteed electricity 
spaces @$110 each with ad-
vance reservations (Monday 
thru Sunday).

Handicapped campers who 
need special accommoda-
tions must make advance 
reservations by May 1, 2014.  
Please call JohnSkaar at 
509-427-8928 or e-mail: 
skaarjohn@gmail.com
for information and 
reservations.

Camping Reservations:
____ nights Pre-festival tent camping 

@$15 per night (first-come, first-
served) for a total of $________

____ nights Pre-festival RV camping 
@$20 per night (first-come, first-
served) for a total of $________

____ Reserved space with guaranteed          
electricity @$110 per space.  
(6/8/14 - 6/15/14)

CBA Member No. ____________
Date of Order _______________
Total for Tickets ________________
Total for Camping _______________
Total Enclosed______________

____  Friday Only @ $50
____  Saturday Only @ $55

 
      ____  Teen @ $15
____  Teen @$20
_  ___  Teen @$25

____  Sunday Only @ $35     ____  Teen @$15

Come and join us in our 39th Annual Fathers’ Day Weekend Bluegrass Festival  
at the Nevada County Fairgrounds in Grass Valley, California!  

Four days of family fun, jamming, workshops, Children’s Programs, Luthier’s 
Pavilion, Kids on Bluegrass, camping on site and the best in Bluegrass and Old Time 

Music on stage under the beautiful pine trees.

Things You Should Know
• “Dogs and cats are allowed only in designated camping areas during the festival, none are allowed in the main

 venue area. No pets in tent-camping-only area. Owners must comply with CBA’s policies. Please see our website or 
inquire at 209-588-9214.

•Camping is in the rough on the festival site beginning Sunday, June 8 through Wednesday, June 11  for a fee of $20 
per unit per night  (lots of grass and big pine trees), on a first-come, first-served basis.  Designated tent only camping 
area available.  Guaranteed electric only sites available - see below for fee information.

•Limited number of campsites for handicapped persons.  Advance reservations required by May 1, 2014.  
•Camping during the festival is included in 3 and 4 day tickets.  
•Food and soft drink concessions on site. Picnic baskets and coolers permitted - no glass, please. 
•Bring lawn chairs or blankets for seating. Audience area is a grassy lawn with trees. 
•Festival is held rain or shine -- ABSOLUTELY NO REFUNDS.

Where is the Festival Site?
The Nevada County Fairgrounds is located at 11228 McCourtney Road in the town of Grass Valley, California.  From 
Sacramento, take Interstate 80 east to the town of Auburn.  Take the Hwy. 49 - Grass Valley exit and go north about 28 
miles.  There are signs on the highway directing you to the fairgrounds -- about 2 miles.

GATE TICKET PRICES
4-Day Adult $160
4-Day Teen (16-18) $70
3-Day Adult  $130
3-Day Teen (16-18) $55

Children 15 & Under FREE  with 
a paid adult admission.

NO MEMBER DISCOUNTS
ON GATE TICKETS.

Advance Discount Ticket Order Form -- Deadline 5/31/14

~ ADVANCE TICKET ORDER FORM ~
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 From an alignment standpoint, the V-joint is a lot easier to get right since it allows a bit of 
movement during set up so that the neck angle and centerline axis can be correctly aligned before 
the glue sets. Dovetail joints are much less forgiving, and if they are not cut exactly right, they 
either fit sloppily or they have to be shimmed, or both. (In fact, the next question about bridge 
height speaks to what happens if a dovetail joint is improperly fitted.)
 Lastly, from a structural standpoint, I feel the V-joint is equal to, if not better than the 
dovetail. In my five plus decades of building mandolins, I’ve never had a V-joint go wrong or a 
V-jointed neck need to be reset.

Q: Last month you wrote about string break angle and down pressure. Is there a way to 
calculate how much the down pressure will be on a mandolin at various string break angles?

A: Yes, there is a mathematical formula, but it might be easier for me to provide you with this 
chart (Fig. 4). It is the result of measurements I have taken at one degree (1°) increments from 1° 
to 20°. As you can see in the plot of the measurements, the load really begins to get severe above 
16°. In fact, it is almost doubled at 22°. You can also see that at 20° string break angle, the load 
is about 60 pounds; that is sufficient to crush the soundboard of a typical f-hole mandolin. The 
magic number seems to be 16°, and makers of viol family instruments have been using 16° for 
decades. I also suggest 16° when setting up banjos. (Of course, the load for banjo strings will be 
different from those shown in Fig. 4.) In a perfect world, the curve in Fig. 4 would be smoother 
than shown. The slight irregularities in the curve are the result of anomalies in my test fixture 
and the fact that I could not read loads on my certified Dillon® Force gauge to greater precision 
than ½ pound. (We sell a special string break angle gauge if any of you are interested in checking 
measurements. You can find it under “templates” at www.siminoff.net.”)

Q: In your previous article ( January 07), you said that “bridge on the 5-string is not really 
well designed.” What do you mean by that?

A: Well, I didn’t mean to offend anyone. In reality, the common three-footed banjo bridge 
is poorly designed from a standpoint of how it transmits energy from the strings to the 
banjo head. The banjo has 5 strings and the bridge has three feet. Three strings are over a 
foot and two strings are over an arch, which radically affects the timbre of the strings over 
an arch compared to those over a foot. But, it’s a sound we are used to and that makes it 
“right.” 

The Luthier’s Corner - Roger Siminoff
Q: I have a Martin D-28 and D-18 – both have 
plastic bridge pins. I’ve read articles about pros 
and cons of replacing them with bone or wood 
pins. Does it make a difference?

A: The guitar bridge pin discussion is an interesting 
one, and focusing on the contribution of the bridge 
pin(s) to the tone and amplitude of the guitar has va-
lidity. The bridge is the main link between the string’s 
energy and the soundboard, and anything related to 
the material, design, structure, size, and mass of the 

guitar bridge – as well as the bracing and bridge plate structure beneath the bridge – can have an 
affect on the instrument’s sound. Aside from the bone or wood pins you mention, brass, steel, 
aluminum, ivory (not illegal to use), as well as various types of plastics (celluloid, Bolteron, 
Corean Xydex, etc.) have been tried and each has a different affect on the instrument’s tone. 
Since every guitar features a different construction of the variables previously mentioned, there 
is no single “right” material for bridge pins – each has to be tested for its own merits on each 
particular guitar. But the short answer is, yes, it does make a difference.

Q: In the past, you’ve mentioned a V-joint to connect mandolin necks. Do you mean a dove-
tail joint or is that something different?

A: The V-joint is a method of attaching the neck of a mandolin to the mandolin’s body. While 
it is similar to a dovetail, the connection is a bit easier to do and allows more tolerance and ad-
justment when making the final neck set. In the V-joint system, a V-shaped cut is made into the 
headblock and the end of the neck is shaped to match the “V” (see Fig. 1). Then, after the neck is 
aligned and glued in place, two dowels are inserted on either side of the neck from the bottom of 
the headblock. These two dowels permanently lock the neck-to-headblock connection

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 While many folks credit me for developing the V-joint, it is a neck connection system 
that has been used by makers of viol-family instruments (violins, violas, cellos, basses, etc.) 
for hundreds of years. What I added to it was the dowels, and I introduced the idea to man-
dolin building in 1974 with a full description of the process in my first construction book, 
Constructing a Bluegrass Mandolin.
 One major difference in building the instrument with a V-joint is that the neck is at-
tached before the backboard is glued in place. In this way, the two dowels can be drilled into 
the neck and headblock connection, and the dowels are then sanded flush to the bottom of 
the headblock. In the dovetail system, most makers fit the neck to the headblock and then 
attach the backboard to the rim and body assembly before they connect the neck.
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Fig. 1. In a V-joint, the neck is fitted to a V-shaped notch in the headblock. After the 
neck is glued in place, a hole is drilled on either side of the neck – between the neck 

and the headblock – and dowels are glued in to lock the neck in place.

Continued on A-19

Fig. 2. This photo of a dovetail joint being cut into a mandolin headblock shows that 
the dovetail has wedge-shaped sides and requires careful fitting of the neck’s dovetail 
extension to the headblock’s dovetail opening.

Fig. 4. This chart shows the range of download pressure (numbers in the left hand column) for 
each degree of string break angle (numbers along the bottom of the chart). A 16° neck pitch is 
just under 40 pounds, but as we approach 19° or 20° the down pressure gets severe, and it be-
comes just under 80 pounds as the string break angle reaches 22°. 

Fig. 3. For the dovetail joint, the dovetail tang of the neck must be carefully fitted to 
the headblock. This requires a precise setting of the neck’s up and down attitude (neck 
“pitch”), centerline alignment, and neck “rotation” (twist).
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 The mandolin bridge is an even worse culprit! On the mandolin, 
the center two pair of strings hang over the unsupported part of the 
saddle, and the two outer pair of strings are close to the bridge’s posts. 
This provides a more direct and stiffer connection to the soundboard 
for the outer two pair than it does for the inner two pair. 
 By comparison, the violin bridge is designed so that none of the 
four strings have a direct route to the soundboard, and this provides 
an almost-equal tonal quality from to string (with the exception of 
the gauge or wound vs non-wound strings attributes). If you study a 
violin bridge, you’ll see that there is no direct line between where any 
of the strings sit on top of the bridge to the bridge’s feet. In each case, 
the path is interrupted by an opening or cut in the bridge
 Ideally, each string or pair of strings, should have an identical or 
similar means of connection to the soundboard so that their energy 
is transferred to the soundboard in a like way. The converse of this 
is that the strings could also be mated to the bridge – or the bridge 
mated to the strings — in such a way that any anomalies or physical 
differences in the strings are attenuated through the bridge by design. 
Many luthiers, such as Steve Klein and Richard Schneider, have ex-

The Luthier’s Corner
From page A-18 Roger Siminoff, 

Joe Weed and the rest 
of our fine writers 

appreciate your sup-
port of the CBA and 

the Bluegrass 
Breakdown.

perimented extensively with this. Some acoustic guitar builders have 
done this by shaping the bass side of the bridge differently than on 
the treble side to account for the increasing gauge of strings – and 
more specifically, the increasing presence of wrap wire on the wound 
strings.
 In short, bridges on our mandolins and banjos could use some 
of the time-honored development that has gone into the evolution 
of the viol-family bridge and I’m hopeful we’ll see further develop-
ments in the near future.
 See you next month

© Copyright 2014, Roger H. Siminoff, Atascadero, CA.
 If you have questions you would like answered, please email: 
siminoff@siminoff.net, or write to Roger Siminoff, PO Box 2992, 
Atascadero, CA 93423.

Roger Siminoff was the founder of Pickin’ and Frets magazines and 
has written more than 10 books on instrument set-up and construc-
tion. For more on Roger Siminoff, Siminoff Banjo and Mandolin 
Parts, Gibson and Lloyd Loar history, visit his web site at: www.
siminoff.net.
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CALIFORNIA  LUTHIERS

Your business would greatly benefiit by having the patronage of the 
California Bluegrass Association's members. Please advertise with us, here in the 

Bluegrass Breakdown monthly or on our very popular web site, cbaontheweb.org.
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Joe Weed & Highland Studios

We know acoustic music!
Recording, Editing
Mixing, Mastering

Bluegrass Masters

1(800)354-5580
JoeWeed.com

Lost and Stolen Gear
 Longtime readers know that I’m an advo-
cate of labeling virtually everything that is at 
risk of loss or theft.  I can’t tell you the number 
of times that I’ve heard about misplaced items, 
musical or otherwise.  The likelihood of recov-
ering a stolen item varies depending on the 
circumstances, but the likelihood of recover-
ing an item that was misplaced or left-behind 
can be reasonably high – so long as you make 
it easy for the finder to contact you!!
 One of CBA’s sponsors/advertisers is 
Gear Track, which helps to recover lost and 
stolen instruments.  Their website is www.gear-
track.com.  If you use instruments, you owe it 
to yourself to learn how this service could po-
tentially help you.  Among the CBA’ers who 
have been the victim of a theft, loss, or lapse 
of good judgment; are Bill Evans, Jody Stech-
er, and Rick Cornish.  I believe that I’ve heard 
woeful stories that involved the gear of Dan 
Booth, Yoseff Tucker, and one of the Abbott 
brothers, too.  (I could be mistaken, however, 
as some stories were recounted by/to individ-
uals consuming alcohol.)
 I recently learned of www.stolencamer-
afinder.com, which helps to recover cameras.  
Unlike an instrument, an electronic camera 
may be able to help in its own recovery.  That 
is because the camera’s serial number is often 
embedded in its image files; it is called “EXIF 
data.”  You can test your cameras by uploading 
photos to a site like www.exifdata.com (among 
many choices).  While this may not work for 
many cell-phone photos, it does work for vir-
tually all other digital cameras.  The big value 
of the “Stolen Camera Finder” site is that it 
actively searches the Internet for images taken 
by your camera, and notifies you if it finds any.  
Not only can you potentially recover a camera, 
but you can also be alerted if someone else 
posts your images online.

The Festival Lawyer
 “Showbams” is a website devoted to 
northern California’s “Bay Area Music” (thus 
the “bam”).  There is a wide variety of mate-
rial on this site.  Most of it involves electrified 
instruments, but there is an acoustic presence 
too.  I read the posts by a writer known as “The 
Festival Lawyer.”  Go to www.showbams.com 
and search for “festival lawyer”.
 This blogger shares insights into what to 
do (and NOT to do) when attending a music 
festival.  Much of the advice can apply to any 
musical genre or event, except perhaps classical 
string quartets and high school piano recitals 
(grin/wink).  Some of his ideas are even ap-
plicable to “playing it safe” while traveling for 
corporate business purposes.
 His topics have included:  (1) What to do 
if police stop you on the way to a festival/event 
far from home; (2) Safety tips for women at a 
festival; (3) What performers can learn from 
Justin Bieber getting busted; (4) Medical and 
legal tips for those who choose to use certain 
substances at a large public event; and (5) the 
golden rules for a good “Festival Buddy.”
 The author/blogger once asked readers 
“What is one item you did not know to bring 
to your first festival, that you always bring 

now?”  You’ve got less than six weeks to get 
ready for the Father’s Day or Huck Finn or 
Susanville festival, so you might take a look at 
the responses he got.
 
Music Museums & Mulching 
Machines
 Longtime readers know that I have 
assembled a list of events, stores, and blue-
grass-friendly radio stations, which I pass out 
to newbies who wonder where they can go to 
experience this and other forms of traditional 
music.  If you’d like a PDF file copy, e-mail me 
at AFrench123 [at] comcast.net.  Here below 
are a few west coast museums that may war-
rant your attention this summer.
 The “Museum Of Making Music” (www.
museumofmakingmusic.org) is located in 
Carlsbad.  In March, they launched a new 
exhibit, “The Banjo: A New Day for an Old 
Instrument.”  At the website of “Music & 
Sound Retailer,” editor Dan Ferrisi wrote, “In 
addition to loaning instruments and provid-
ing the exhibit’s banjo workbench, Deering 
Banjo Company has proffered artist access, 
historical information and research support.”  
So, there’s a conversation topic, if you happen 
to visit a Deering booth this summer.
 And if that exhibit isn’t enough “banjo 
bling” for you, between May and October, the 
museum will host TEN banjo concerts, pre-
senting Tony Trischka, Bill Evans, Bob Carlin, 
and Sammy Shelor, among others.
 Also at the southern end of California is 
Buck Owens’ Crystal Palace, in Bakersfield.  
You can check it out next January in-person, 
when you head to the “Great 48 Hour Jam”; 
or see it online at www.buckowens.com.
The “Musical Instrument Museum” is locat-
ed in Phoenix, AZ and at www.themim.org.  
While of particular interest to the south-land-
ers, some northerners will travel to festivals in 
Arizona too.  (Larry and Sondra Baker being 
the hosts for two such events.)  At www.fid-
dlers.org you can view three pages of photos 
and text by fiddler Pete Showman and his wife 
Dinah.  (Go to Newsletter; then Selected Ar-
ticles Archive.)
 The “Musical Instrument Museums On-
line” is at www.mimo-international.com is 
worth visiting too, though it is an online-only 
venue.  (Note the plural “museumS” if doing 
an Internet search.)  This site is a joint effort 
of multiple organizations, and the combined 
collection now contains information on 
53,000 instruments!!
 So what about the mulching machines, 
you may be asking?  In Woodland (near Da-
vis), there is an interesting museum and exhib-
it called the “Heidrick Ag History Center and 
Agricultural Museum.”  It is perhaps worth 
considering on your way to/from the Grass 
Valley or Susanville fest.  The exhibits show-
case all sorts of vintage farming equipment, 
including steam-powered traction engines.  
Their website is www.aghistory.org.  Back in 
February, they had an event that included mu-
sic by bluegrass/folk band Putah Creek Craw-
dads.  Even ignoring the bands, this could be 
a nice educational side-trip while you’re in the 
area this June.

The Allan French Column by Allan French

Seriously? You’re not a 
CBA member?!

cba_membership@yahoo.com
Banjo and

Mandolin Parts
PO Box 1388, Arroyo Grande, CA 93421

805.474.4876 • siminoff@siminoff.net 
Professional parts for luthiers worldwide since 1960

For more information visit
www.siminoff.net or write:

Atascadero, CA • 805.365.7111 • www.siminoff.net

A family-owned
business making

precison parts
for luthiers
worldwide

since 1960SiminoffMandos

Our custom-made F5, F4, A5, and H5 (mandola) kits are heralded 
as the best of class. All parts are precision crafted in our shop in 
California and are ready for assembly and sanding. Each kit in-
cludes a copy of The Ultimate Bluegrass Mandolin Construction 
Manual (200 pages) including a set of full-size computer-generated 
working drawings. Kits are available in several versions to suit vari-
ous levels of building expertise. 
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Bow Re-Hairing For 
Dummy
 
 A few years ago, I wondered if 
I could learn to re-hair my own fid-
dle bows. So I bought a book called 
“Learn To Re-Hair Your Own Fid-
dle Bows”, or something like that, 
and, holding the book in one hand 
and a razor knife, alcohol lamp, and 
matches in the other, I began. Then 
I noticed I didn’t have any bow hair, 
so I put down the sharp and flam-
mable supplies, ordered some hair, 
and waited. Soon I was ready.
 Now, realize that, unlike many 
people in today’s do-it-yourself 
world, I can do very little myself. I 
don’t build things, I can barely as-
semble things. That’s an exaggera-
tion. I like tacos. But in 7th grade 
shop class I was only allowed to 
use the hand tools, with which I 
built a cutting board in the shape 
of a cutting board. I gave it to my 
grandmother as a gift. She covered 
it with decals and propped it up in 
the kitchen window.
 These limitations didn’t deter 
me in my quest to become a bow 
re-hairer. As I describe my experi-
ence and technique, realize that 
your results may vary, and you 
may not want to try this at home. 
Where else you would try it, I have 
no idea. And some of the process 
probably isn’t the way the Cremo-
na school of violin making would 
recommend, but what do they 
know?
 I’ll mention certain tools as I 
go along. The first one is a measur-
ing gauge to be sure you are using 
the proper amount of hair. It’s a flat 
piece of metal, similar to a small 
metal ruler, but with a precise slot 
where you slide the hair to match 
up with a mark for violin bows. 
(Viola and cello bow marks are 
there too, each of which requires 
more hair.) Once you’ve measured, 
you cut that amount off of the 

hank of horsehair and tie it off at 
one end. I think the preferences 
for what to use for a tie include 
small gauge wire (my choice), car-
pet thread, quilting thread, maybe 
even dental floss (unused, please). 
Whatever you choose, it needs to 
be strong.
 The tie has to be very tight, and 
requires you to hold the hair firmly 
in your left and right hands while 
your third and fourth hands do the 
tying. You cut the hair about 1/8 
inch beyond the tied point, and this 
is where the flame comes in. I used 
to use hot glue which I heated in a 
spoon over the alcohol lamp and 
dipped the hair ends in the melted 
fume-laden goo. Then I saw an offi-
cial re-hair guy at Clifftop who used 
super glue and a butane lighter. He 
didn’t look quite as much like a her-
oin addict when he was working, so 
I switched. The purpose of the flame 
is to help the glue penetrate the hair 
and also to get the ends of the hair 
to swell so individual hairs don’t 
pull out while you’re playing, unless 
you’re Charlie Daniels and you want 
them to because it looks cool.
 Now you attach the tied and 
glued end of the hair to the tip of 
the bow. For that, you have to make 
a little trapezoidal wedge about as 
big as a bicuspid. The first bunch 
of times you try this, it won’t work. 
It’s hard, it’s frustrating, but luck-
ily our language is endowed with 
some fun Anglo-Saxon words. The 
wedge is made from something like 
basswood that you can get at craft 
stores next to the balsa wood. It is 
pressed into the hole (mortise?) in 
the tip of the bow, and, since you 
cut it perfectly and filed and shaped 
it perfectly, it fits perfectly, and no 
glue is ever used, because that would 
ruin your bow for the next time. 
This part of the process is extremely 
critical, and one of the best reasons 
for paying $50+ for a professional 
to rehair your bow. So let’s just gloss 

The Old Time Rambler By Geff Crawford

over it and move on.
 Next you soak the hair in hot 
water for a minute, comb it out, and 
while it’s still quite damp (Hurry! 
Hurry! You’re not feeling enough 
tension!) you tie off the other end 
(the frog end) using a complicated 
method of measuring that needs to 
be accurate to within less than ¼ 
of an inch. You make that tie tight, 
glue and heat it, make another 
wedge (different shape, more like a 
half a molar) and push wedge and 
tied hair end into the mortise in 
the frog. You reassemble the frog, 
then you realize that you forgot to 
thread the hair through the ferrule 
that goes on the frog so you have 
to start all over again. Been there, 
done that, done that, done that, ad 
nauseum. You wet the hair again, 
comb it again, and tighten the frog 
just enough so that as the hair dries, 
it shortens a little and it’s just right 
when you’re done to be tightenable 
for playing and loosenable for stor-
ing.
 Oh yeah, the next day (or at 
least a lot of hours later), when the 
hair is completely dry, you have to 
make one more tiny flat triangular 
wedge that you push into the frog 
to make the hair be like a ribbon 
when it’s tight, not like a shoelace. 
Then you rosin up the hair and try 
the bow out. If the hair doesn’t go 
SPROING! at either end (been 
there, done that, done that, done 
that, oh yeah) you now have a bow 
that will give you months of plea-
sure before you have to do it all over 
again.

Bluegrass 
Bard 
- Cliff Compton

Bluegrass 
Bard

Cliff Compton

Washington D.C.
And the night was dark
And the hotel room was lonely
And it was colder than it should have been
Blanket on the street cold
Cold as the the stainless steel handles of a gurney 
In an old hospital
An I missed her like a fat man misses a biscuit
At breakfast on Sunday
And lonely don’t tell you nothing
And you can’t drown the silence
No matter how loud you turn up the forth straight episode of
Dog the bounty hunter
And I hear old tunes in the background
Of the commercials
Great songs of my childhood
But somehow it just makes it worse
When Elvis sings“ Are you lonely tonight?”  

And I walk out into the street 
Where every building is gray
And old, older than pain
And the closest thing to a song
Is the screech of the sirens
That erupt every ten minutes
All night long
In this city of strangers
Walking unaware
And my hands are empty
Aching for that familiar touch
The smooth carress  
The comfort of her voice

And I wander three days
Disconnected and confused
Amongst the statues of those who someone once thought 
Important enough to memorialize with a statue
Though now the horse they rode on 
Generates more interest than the residue of their
Small lives

And I think to myself..
How could I have left her
So many miles away
The first time without her for so very long.

I swear, this is the last time I travel
Without my guitar

CALIFORNIA MADE SINCE 1975
Makers of Deering, Goodtime, Vega, Tenbrooks 
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Joe Weed’s Studio Insider

Joe Weed

Studio Time Savers
 Each time I welcome a new 
band into the studio for a record-
ing project, I’m reminded of the 
wisdom of Abraham Lincoln who 
said, “Give me six hours to chop 
down a tree and I will spend the first 
four sharpening the axe.”  Musicians 
can also benefit from sharpening up 
their axes before they start cutting 
tracks. And being well prepared 
with appropriate charts and back-up 
supplies allows musicians to max-
imize their return for the time and 
money invested in the studio. Here 
are some simple tips that help a ses-
sion advance smoothly. 

Day Job
 Record during the day, rath-
er than at night, if the musicians’ 
schedules allow.  People’s reflexes, 
concentration, muscle control, and 
creativity are best before the tra-
vails of a day at work have numbed 
them.  If the musicians in the band 
work day jobs, and coordinating 
their multiple schedules to allow a 
day session proves impossible, then 
consider recording on a weekend.  
Some studios charge a premium for 
this, while others consider it part 
of their normal operations.  Check 
with your studio, and book day 
time hours for this important work. 
If the studio charges a premium, 
weigh the value — it may prove a 
worthwhile expense, as players and 
singers may make better music in 
less time this way.

Chart your way
 Prepare charts for the tunes 
ahead of time.  “What type of chart 

do I need, and how do I make it?”  
“Can I bring just a lyric sheet?”  
These are questions that pop up fre-
quently, especially from musicians 
whose background is primarily in 
the oral/aural tradition.  When I’m 
producing a project, I like to have 
complete chord charts and lyric 
sheets for each tune.  As we build the 
arrangement in the studio, having a 
chart on hand helps me to quickly 
get on board with the tune’s struc-
ture, both in my mind and with the 
Pro Tools document we’re creating 
for the recording.  The chord chart 
allows me to follow the tune closely 
as the band is recording, whether in 
stages (via overdubbing) or live (all 
or most playing at one time).  It the 
tune has tempo or meter changes, 
then the chart makes those clear, 
and I can build them into the Pro 
Tools session document.  The chart 
also allows me to define and label 
the verses, choruses, bridge, refrain, 
intro, and outro in the Pro Tools ses-
sion doc.  Having these labels saves 
time throughout the process.  If 
I’m producing the project, building 
these charts with the artists often al-
lows me to help them tighten up an 
arrangement or see some possibili-
ties for changes or innovations.
 A chord chart shows the mea-
sures (bars) of a tune, and illustrates 
the chord changes by putting each 
chord change over the bar where it 
occurs.  It shows the sections, like 
verses and choruses, etc., indicating 
them with double bar lines and la-
bels. Even for non music-readers, 
this type of chart can be a very help-
ful guide during recording.  Partic-
ularly with the stress some people  

feel when the Record Button turns 
ON, the chart provides a calming 
reference. It also serves to make sure 
that all the musicians are playing the 
tune’s sections the same way.  I tape 
the pages together from behind and 
lay them flat on an expanding mu-
sic stand so that the musician can 
follow along through the complete 
tune without having to turn pages.
 If somebody shows up for a 
session and doesn’t have any charts 
at all, and resists taking the time to 
make one, then I’ll insist on at least 
a lyric sheet with the chords placed 
properly over the associated lyrics 
and the sections labeled (Intro, Vs 1, 
Vs 2, Chorus 1, Instrumental Break 
1, Vs 3, Vs 4, Chorus 2, Instrumental 
Break 2, Vs 1, outro).  This isn’t as 
clear a document as a chord chart, 
but is a minimal way to view the 
tune’s structure.  
 Always bring complete lyric 
sheets.  And always bring them on 
a computer, so that we can change 
font sizes, re-arrange as needed, and 
print as many copies as people re-
quest. 

Strings Attached
 For stringed instruments, 
having fresh and new strings pre-
viously installed and broken in 
makes for better sounding record-
ings and saves time (and therefore 
money) in the studio.  New strings 
play more in tune and make the 
instrument speak more clearly.  
Know your instrument and the 
strings you like to use.  If you pre-
fer the sound of newish strings 
after a one-day breaking in period, 
then prepare your instrument that 

BRENDA and the Reviews

Brenda Hough  

The Infamous 
Stringdusters: Let It 
Go
High Country Recordings
www.thestringdusters.com
©2014

Song List: I’ll Get Away, Where 
The Rivers Run Cold, Winds of 
Change, Rainbows, Summer-
camp, Middlefork, by My Side, 
Colorado, Peace of Mind, Lights 
& Love, Let It Go.

 The Stringdusters have been at 
the forefront of evolutionary blue-
grass since their beginnings eight 
years ago.  The quintet has always 
been known for their outstanding 
instrumental chops and now their 
songwriting has focused more on 
life’s directions than on traditional 
bluegrass themes of farm, family 
and rambling/gambling bad dudes.  
Continuing band members are  
Andy Hall on dobro, Andy Falco 
on guitar, Chris Pandolfi on banjo, 
Jeremy Garrett on fiddle and Travis 
Book on bass. 
 “I’ll Get Away” has the char-
acteristic rhythmic pulse that the 

Dusters favor with the fiddle, 
banjo and dobro in the forefront.  
“Where The Rivers Run Cold” 
may be a song for the future – “I 
won’t lay down, I won’t give up 
when I’m old” – reassuring that not 
all Duster songs are only in present 
day winds of change. Andy Falco’s 
“Rainbows” searches for the “rain-
bow in the sky” while “trying not to 
go insane,” and his “Peace of Mind” 
reflects on leaving a token behind 
– a hand crafted fishing pole or 
guitar to let all know “I did my 
best before they laid me down to 
rest.” Travis Book’s “Summercamp” 
has a joyous musical backdrop to 
a song filled with remembrances 
of a magical time.  “Colorado” is 
a Dusters tribute to the mountain 
high state with “you’re as close to 
heaven as I’ve ever been.” While 
most of the songs seem reflective 
and may mirror the Dusters’ per-
sonal life changes, the title song, 
“Let It Go,” has an upbeat call to 
action – “if you think you can 
make a difference. Go ahead and 
take your stand.”  Better to follow 
the advice of “Let It Go” than the 
Beatles’ “Let It Be.” 

way ahead of time. Always have 
spare strings in your case — and 
your old strings are not acceptable 
spares!  In your case, always keep a 
new set or two of the same strings 
that you have installed on your 
instrument.  If there’s a problem 
with a string in the studio, you can 
easily and quickly take care of it 
if you have the right strings with 
you. 

Tuners and Batteries
 Many musicians play instru-
ments with built-in pickups that 
require a battery.  Sometimes they 
use a separate preamp that needs a 
battery.  Most tuners (a necessary 
tool when working in the studio) 
require batteries.  Always carry in 
your case a supply of the specific 
type of batteries that your instru-
ments/preamps/tuners require!  
Sustenance
 Bring food and drink for your 
musicians.  Keeping folks well-fu-
eled will help them operate at their 
best efficiency.  Having healthy 
eats on site means that the ses-
sion doesn’t have to grind to a halt 
while somebody goes to pick up 
sandwiches.  Eat small.  Most peo-
ple work better when they don’t 
have a belly stuffed with a  large 
bulky meal that cries out for a nap.  
Leave alcohol behind.  Besides 
dimming performing capability, 
alcohol also dims perception and 
judgment. It’s fine to celebrate at 
home after a successful session, 
but don’t let that creep into the 
session where everybody needs to 
be operating at top ability.

Goals
 Have a clear and precise goal 
for each session.  As you progress 
through the day, compare the re-
maining tasks with the remaining 
session time. Then you can make 
appropriate judgment calls about 
re-doing a performance for the 
twelfth time or moving on to the 
next tune. 

Joe Weed records acoustic music at 
his Highland Studios near Los Ga-
tos, California.  He has released six 
albums of his own, produced many 
projects for independent artists and 
labels, and does sound tracks for 
film, TV and museums. Joe’s com-
position “Hymn to the Big Sky” was 
heard in “The Dust Bowl,” a film 
by Ken Burns, which premiered 
nationally on PBS November 18 
and 19, 2012.  Joe recently pro-
duced “Pa’s Fiddle,” a collection 
of 19th-century American music 
played by “Pa” Charles Ingalls, fa-
ther of Laura Ingalls Wilder, the 
author of the “Little House on the 
Prairie” book series. Reach Joe by 
calling (408) 353-3353, by email 
at joe@highlandpublishing.com, or 
by visiting joeweed.com.

 It will be interesting to see the 
tone and perspective of the next In-
famous Stringdusters album.

Johnny Campbell & 
The Bluegrass Drifters
Let’s Pick Records
Nashville, TN
www.thebluegrassdrifters.com
©2014

Song List: Gospel Plow, Hard 
Times Sometimes, Runnin’ Late, 
Angel From On High, Old Book 
of Mine, Letter From My Darlin’, 
Me and Jimmy, Heading West, 
Future on Ice, Lonesome Feeling, 
Lost Tune, Tear Down the Walls.

 Johnny Campbell is a third 
generation fiddler and his deft pulls 
on the bow produce deep resonant 
growls and light trills from his fid-
dle. If the key to fine fiddle playing is 
careful control of tone, then Johnny 
is a master. His brother Jimmy was 
also a fiddler and Johnny’s tribute 
song, “Me and Jimmy,” opens with 
a sprightly rhythm and transcends 
into a gently flow of notes with 
Chris Henry adding some contrast-

ing mandolin and Kyle Tuttle on 
banjo. “Running Late” is another 
original instrumental, and Johnny’s 
introductory notes show his Kenny 
Baker influence, and the musicality 
of the tune is reinforced as the ban-
jo, dobro and mandolin join in their 
own solos.  
 Johnny’s wife Whitney joins 
him on most of the vocal selections 
on the album.  Their vocal blend 
brings to mind the old traditional 
duets and their pacing brings the 
tandem sound to the forefront.  
Their “Angel From On High,” is 
an original song but it sounds as if 
it could have been sung on an old 
porch one hundred years ago.  The 
duo revives the Curly Seckler song, 
“Old Book of Mine,” and it cer-
tainly brings back “the sweet long 
ago.”  The obligatory Bill Monroe 
song is “Letter From My Darling,” 
and Whitney and Johnny provide 
a strong duo vocal.  The album was 
made as a “live recording” and the 
excitement and enthusiasm in the 
performance is an extra bonus for 
the listener – cheers!

Dave Adkins: Nothing 

To Lose
Mountain Fever Records
www.mountainfever.com
©2014

Song List: Mistaken Heart, Put 
Some Grass In It, Don’t Pray That 
Way, Tennessee Twister, Silence 
Is Golden, Pike County Jail, Ten-
nessee Whiskey, Moonshine in 
the Moonlight, Nothing to Lose, 
I Can’t Even Walk, Pretty Little 
Liar, At Least It Wasn’t Life.

Continued on A-23



May 2014                                                                                                    Bluegrass Breakdown A-23

To be reviewed
Send your materials to:
Brenda Hough
PO Box 20370
San Jose CA  95160 
or contact Brenda at:
hufstuff2003@yahoo.
com

 Dave Adkins has been singing 
and playing since he was eight years 
old, and he spent two years playing 
bluegrass at Dollywood as well as 
being the band leader for Republik 
Steele.  He currently is in a duo with 
Edgar Loudermilk and is an accom-
plished songwriter as the songs on 
this solo album demonstrate.  Dave 
is joined on this project by Edgar 
Loudermilk on harmony vocals and 
bass, Wayne Benson on mandolin, 
Jason Davis on banjo, Justen Haynes 
of fiddle and Jeff Autry on guitar 
and harmony vocals. These guys re-
ally know their bluegrass and the in-
strumentals just throb with energy.          
 Dave’s muscular lead vocals re-
ally give his performances a strong 
edge. His original song, “Put Some 
Grass In It,” has a strong instrumen-
tal pulse and pays tribute musically 
and lyrically to some of the founding 
fathers and sons of bluegrass – J.D. 
Crowe, Jimmy Martin, Carter and 
Ralph and the high and lonesome 
of Bill Monroe.  Another Adkins 
original is “Pike County Jail” and a 
strong fiddle and banjo accompani-
ment underscore the prisoner’s wish 
to be a new man with “two years 
left on a five year stretch.” The third 
Adkins song is the poignant “Don’t 
Pray That Way” which will bring 
tears to your eyes as the heroine 
selflessly thinks of others in her last 
days. “At Least It Wasn’t Life” and 
“Nothing To Lose” are barn burn-
ers with the banjo blazing the way, 
and Dave goes along for the ride and 
makes his voice the star.  If this guy 
were a bronc rider, he’d be whoop-
ing it up and staying in the saddle.  

Tony Trischka: Great 
Big World
Rounder Records
One Rounder Way
Burlington, MA 02803
www.rounder.com
www.tonytrischka.com
©2014

Song List: Say Goodbye, Do Re 
Mi, The Danny Thomas, Promon-
tory Point, Single String Medley, 
Bleated Wedding Hoedown/An-
gelina Baker, Ocracoke Lullabye, 
Great Big World/Purple Trees of 
Colorado, Joy, I Wonder Where 
You Are Tonight, Lost, Will Bill 
Hickok, Swag Bag Rag.

 Banjo player Tony Trischka 
grew up in the 60s and first discov-
ered the banjo through the playing 
of the Kingston Trio in the hit song, 
“Charlie and the MTA.”  He soon 
discovered banjo innovator Earl 
Scruggs and Bill Monroe’s bluegrass 
sound and took off from there. His 
musical journeys and banjo discov-
eries have continued for almost 50 
years and the songs on the album 
show his traditional roots and his 
contemporary explorations that 
blend jazz, rock, folk and bluegrass.
“Do Re Mi” is a Woody Guth-
rie classic, and is delivered with a 
punchy banjo bass and a lead vocal 

from Michael Daves. Aoife O’Don-
ovan joins Michael in a lively vocal 
duo on “Angelina Baker” with To-
ny’s banjo, Mike Compton’s man-
dolin, Mike Barnett’s fiddle taking 
lead breaks. Tony wrote many of the 
songs including the genre-bending 
instrumental tour de force on sev-
eral instruments, “Great Big World/
Purple Trees of Colorado.” Steve 
Martin plays clawhammer banjo on 
the song that he and Tony wrote to-
gether, “Promontory Point,” which 
also features a cello banjo. The in-
novative “Single String Medley” fea-
tures five song segments that focus 
on a different string of the five string 
banjo.  
 “The Danny Thomas” is an-
other Trischka instrumental that 
bursts forth like a geyser or bub-
bly stream and continues through 
shifting moods and motifs. Cather-
ine Russell’s soulful vocals and the 
joyous instrumental backdrop is a 
joyous venture into a rocking, jazz 
gospel performance.  Abigail Wash-
burn’s vocal is graced with a graceful 
banjo solo followed by strings and 
woodwinds. “Wild Bill Hickok” is a 
mini-novel covering the life of one 
of the west’s most colorful charac-
ters with an engaging performance 
by Ramblin’ Jack Elliott. 
 As Tony has observed, “Even 
when I’m playing weird modern 
things, I’m still rooted in Earl 
Scruggs, but there are just so many 
more things you can do.”

Ma Crow & the Lady 
Slippers: Memory of a 
Mountain
Boopie Studios
www.MaCrowMusic.com
©2014

Song List: I Want To Go to Ire-
land, Shady Grove, Memory 
of a Mountain, Ages and Ages 
Ago, Daughter of the Mountain, 
Things in Life, Liberty Hill, Get 
Up John, No Mermaid, Montana 
Cowboy, Going to the West, 
Time Is Winding Up.

 Cincinnati-based Ma Crow 
and the Lady Slippers is a all-fe-
male acoustic band with influenc-
es in the bluegrass/Americana/
folk genres.  The band members 
have many years of experience and 
their combined harmony vocals 
and instrumental skills bring a vi-
brant freshness to some old and 
newly written songs.  Members of 
the band are Ma Crow on vocals 
and guitar, Trina Emig on banjo 
and mandolin, Margie Drees on 
vocals and fiddle and Vicki Ab-
bott on vocals and bass.
 The album opens with a man-
dolin-tinged ode to Ireland with 
Ma Crow wistfully describing a 
calendar of Ireland and the dreams 
of travel to Galway and castles.  
Travels continue with the tradi-
tional “Shady Grove” that features 
some inspired banjo and guitar 
picking and a mountain feel. More 
mountain love continues with two 
Margaret Drees originals, “eading 

West, Future on Ice, Lonesome-
Memory of A Mountain” and 
“Daughter of the Mountain” that 
both invoke the connection to 
nature and life in the mountains. 
Bluegrass founder Bill Monroe’s 
song, “Get Up John,” is given a 
spirited rendition with the ladies 
punching out the instrumentals 
on mandolin, banjo, fiddle and 
guitar. Trina’s banjo underlies 
“Liberty Hill” and salutes those 
who have risked dangerous jour-
neys to find a better life. 
 “Going to the West” points 
the direction for two “cowboy” 
classics:  Gene Autry’s “Ages and 
Ages Ago” features the band’s 
marvelous harmonies, and “Mon-
tana Cowboy” gets a rousing per-
formance. With a joyous blend 
of voices, instruments and song 
choices, this album is a delightful 
discovery.  

Bill Emerson and 
Sweet Dixie: Dancin’ 
Annie
Rural Rhythm Records
www.RuralRhythm.com
©2014

Song List: Dancin’ Annie, The 
Only Wind That Blows, Days 
When You Were Mine, State 
Line Ride, Will A Light Be Shin-
ing Bright, A Face From Another 
Place, Two Hands on the Wheel, 
Thank Him for the Miracle, 
Walkin’ After Midnight, Whis-
tle Stop, This Heart You Have 
Broken, He Knows My Name.

 Bill Emerson has had a long 
career in bluegrass with stints with 
the Country Gentlemen, playing 
time with Jimmy Martin’s band, 
and the US Navy Band Country 
Current which he started.  He also 
introduced “Fox on the Run” to 
bluegrass and the “Red Fox” mod-
el Stelling banjo was named in his 
honor. The current Sweet Dixie 
band features his stellar banjo 
playing and the talented Chris 
Stifel on guitar and vocals, Teri 
Chism on bass and vocals, Wayne 
Lanham on mandolin and vocals.  
 Chris’ original song, “Dancin’ 
Annie,” has a delightful bounce 
and energy propelled by Bill’s ban-
jo with Wayne’s mandolin adding 
tasty licks. Chris also sings the lead 
on “Days When You Were Mine,” 
a love song wistfully looking at the 
“days when you were mine.” Teri, 
Chris and Wayne alternate lead 
vocals, giving the group a varied 
sound and the three singers have 
a smooth harmony vocal blend.  
Teri takes the lead vocal with Liz 
Meyer’s “The Only Wind That 
Blows” and the jazz and blues fla-
vored “Walkin’ After Midnight.” 
Two instrumentals on the album 
showcase the crisp and fluid inter-
play between the band members: 
“Whistle Stop” and “State Line 
Ride” also include guest fiddler 
Rickie Simpkins.  
 All in all, this is an outstand-
ing addition to the bluegrass lega-

cy of Bill Emerson.

Matt Wallace: 
For A Season
Pinecastle Records
5000 Old Buncombe Road
Greenville, SC 29617
www.pinecastlemusic.com
©2014

Song List: Creepin’ In, Old 
Man Winter, Got Leavin’ on 
Her Mind, Another Mile, Long 
Gone, Home in Tennessee, 
Have You Come to Say Good-
bye, Mercy Walked In, Lone-
some Homesick Blues, I Want 
To Know More About My Lord.

 Matt Wallace started play-
ing bass at the age of ten in his 
hometown of Knoxville, TN. He 
has played with many different 
bluegrass bands and he is current-
ly with Mark Newton and Steve 
Thomas.  His warm baritone and 
rock steady bass have been im-
portant to the band’s sound and 
this song collection gives Matt 
a chance to produce some of his 
favorite songs with a strong back-
up band: Alex Hibbits on man-
dolin and vocals, Darrell Webb 
on guitar, Jeff Partin on dobro, 
Tim Crouch on fiddle and Josh 
Hymer on banjo.  The group has a 
strong bluegrass groove with me-
lodic guitar and mandolin breaks 
and banjo playing that pushes the 
rhythm.  Songs include Norah 
Jones’ “Creepin’ In” with Jesse 
Gregory doing the lead vocals, 
Neil Diamond’s “Long Gone,” 
and contemporary songs from 
other writers,
 “Got Leavin’ On Her Mind” 
and “Have You Come To Say 
Goodbye” both follow the break-
up/goodbye tradition of bluegrass 
songs and have precise instru-
mental breaks that enhance the 
songs. “Old Man Winter” fea-
tures Matt’s warm vocal wrapped 
around a plea to “thaw her frozen 
heart.” “I Want To Know More 
About the Lord” and “Another 
Mile” are new gospel songs com-
bined graced by harmony vocals. 
 Matt can be proud of this de-
but project and there’s sure to be 
more fine music from him in years 
to come.
The Harper Family: 
Through It All
www.crossroadsmusic.com
©2014

Song List: Child of the King, 
Through It All, In His Will 
There Is a Way, Wherever You 
Are, Don’t You Want to Meet 
Him, The Judgment, Spirit 
Wind, A Portion of His Love, 
Pardon Me I’ve Been Pardoned, 
In A Moment Just Like This.

 The Harper Family hails from 
the Missouri hills and parents 
Gaylon and Katrina met while 
they were performing at a blue-
grass festival.  Gaylon became a 
member of Katrina’s family band, 

the Bob Lewis Family, and as they 
say, the rest is history.  Gaylon and 
Katrina’s three children, Dillon, 
Dalton and Hannah and daughter-
in-law Makeena are all part of the 
band as well.  The strong family 
vocal harmonies and Dalton’s gui-
tar, Dillon’s mandolin and Gaylon’s 
banjo, Hannah’s fiddle, and Ka-
trina’s bass provide a perfect setting 
for the songs of faith and devo-
tion. Lead vocals feature Hannah, 
Dalton, and Makeena with Dillon 
and Dalton adding harmony vo-
cals. The opening song, “Child of 
the King,” was written by Dalton 
and his lead vocal has a strong 

backdrop of dobro fills and banjo 
rhythms. “In His Will There Is A 
Way” has Gaylon’s pulsating banjo 
rhythms and Dillon and Dalton’s 
duo vocals. Hannah sings the lead 
vocal on the upbeat Issacs song, “A 
Portion of His Love” that is an al-
bum highlight. 

Kristy Cox: Living For 
the Moment
Pisgah Ridge
www.kristycox,com
©2014

Song List: You’re My Kind of 
Train Wreck, Something in the 
Way, Love Builds the Bridges, 
One Heartbreak Away, This, I’ll 
Cry Tonight, I’m Not Gonna 
Sing the Blues, Widow’s Whis-
key, When It Comes To You, My 
Favorite Hour.

 Kristy Cox has been a success-
ful singer in Australia and she re-
cently moved to Nashville to focus 
on a bluegrass and country career 
in the United States.  With several 
of the songs co-written with Jerry 
Salley, Kristy explores the ups and 
downs of love and relationships. 
Backing up Kristy’s expressive vo-
cals are David Johnson on fiddle 
and resonator guitar, Darren Nich-
olson on mandolin, Steve Sutton 
on banjo, Stephen Mougin on gui-
tar and Mike Bub on bass.
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 “You’re My Kind of Train 
Wreck” is an upbeat, hard-driv-
ing song that might be classi-
fied as a love song with a train 
rhythm.  “Love Builds the Bridges 
(Pride Builds the Walls)” is one 
of those two-sided love affairs 
where neither side wants to give 
in, but both expect the other to 
crawl back. “I’ll Cry Tonight” is 
the album highlight with its mi-
nor-keyed banjo backdrop and its 
story of loss. “I’m Not Going to 
Sing the Blues” is a get-it-together 
song with a definite bounce of tri-
umph.  An old-time country fid-
dle introduces “When It Comes 
To You” and features Jerry and 
Kristy in a delightful duo harmo-
ny love song.  
 Kristy has won the hearts of 
Australians and is set to capture 
the fancy of American fans.

Jim Lauderdale: 
Carolina Moonrise
Sky Crunch Records
www.jimlauderdale.com
©2012

Song List: Iodine, Triple Cross-
roads Blues, I won’t Let It Show, 
Anybody’s Guess, Troublemak-
er, Cole Bernier, Happiness, 
Can I Have This Dance?, On the 
Level, The Night The Moon Fell 
Down, Don’t Back Down, Fid-
dler’s Heaven, Wild and Free.

 Jim Lauderdale has been a 
singer-songwriter in Nashville 
for many years.  While most of 
his songs have been “hits” for 
country singers, he has had col-
laborations with Buddy Miller, 
Roland White and Ralph Stan-
ley.  This latest collection features 
“bluegrass songs by Robert Hunt-
er (songwriter for the Grateful 
Dead) and Jim Lauderdale.”  
 With Scott Vestal on ban-
jo, Josh Williams on guitar, Tim 
Crouch on fiddle, Randy Kohrs 
on resonator guitar, and Aaron 
Ramsey on mandolin, there is 
a definite bluegrass groove that 
underlies the songs. “Iodine” is a 
fun romp with a “meaner woman 
than me” and lots of banjo and 
dobro flourishes. “Triple Cross-
road Blues” has the chugging 
train rhythm matched with criss-
crossing highway signs inhabit-
ed by the devil. A slow change 
of pace is shown in “Anybody’s 
Guess” as Jim promises a forever 
kind of love. Randy’s dobro un-
derscores the story of Cole Ber-
nier who blows into town and 
shakes things up. “The Night The 
Moon Fell Down” is a celebra-
tion of love and the simple joys of 
companionship. “Fiddler’s Heav-
en” weaves the names of famous 
fiddlers in bluegrass with stylistic 
flourishes. 
 Ear-catching songs with Jim’s 
unique phrasing – not your Mon-
roe bluegrass, but definitely fun 
and worth a listen!
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Ken & Brad Kolodner: 
Skipping Rocks
www.kenkolodner.com
410-746-8387
©2013

Song List: The Orchard, Down on 
My Knees, John Brown’s March, 
Falls of Richmond, The Reunion, 
Grub Springs, Skipping Rocks, 
Caspian’s Dream, The Cowboy 
Waltz/Tombigbee’s Waltz, Boat-
man, Reuben’s Train, Red Rock-
ing Chair, Billy in the Lowground, 
Garfield’s Blackberry Blossom, 
Lost Indian.

 Father-son duos are rare but the 
synergy that Ken and Brad for each 
other and their shared music make 
this collection of traditional tunes 
very special indeed.  Ken plays ham-
mered dulcimer and fiddle and Brad 
plays banjo, fiddle, gourd banjo and 
sings the vo-
cals.  Joining 
the family are 
Robin Bull-
ock on guitar 
and mando-
lin, Alex Lac-
quement on 
bass, and Elke 
Baker on fid-
dle and viola.
 The ti-
tle Skipping 
Rocks brings 
to mind sum-
mer vacations 
and skim-
ming rocks 
on a placid 
lake, and the 
songs have 
that magi-
cal sense of 
solitude and 
quiet where 
a cascade of 
notes spread 
out far and 
wide. The title 
song, “Skip-
ping Rocks,” 
has an extra 
bounce to the 
notes and you 
can almost 
see the con-
centric cir-
cles forming.  
H a m m e r e d 
dulcimer has 
a mood all 
its own and 
Ken has skill 
in bringing 
out each note 
as part of a 
greater whole.  
His “Cow-
boy’s Waltz” 
has the joy of 
a music box 
and “John 
B r o w n ’ s 
March” has 
a gentle flow 
of notes on 
the dulcimer. 

“The Reunion” has Ken and Brad 
with twin fiddle parts while the tra-
ditional “Boatmen” has Ken playing 
fiddle in tandem with Brad’s banjo 

in a dance rhythm. Brad plays a 
gourd banjo that gives a guttural 
sound to “Reuben’s Train” that is 
normally a faster banjo piece. 

 This album is a delightful 
mix of melodies perfect for a quiet 
summer night outdoors or a winter 
night by a warm fireplace.
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the 4th Sunday of every month 

from 1-4 pm at the Thermalito 

Grange, Thermalito, CA.  For 

information, call 530-589-

4844.

•Various locations – Pickin’ 

Potlucks and Jams on the 

2nd Sunday of each month in 

Alameda and Contra Costa 

Counties.  Potluck from noon 

to 5 pm along with jam session.  

The jams will be held in various 

private homes in Oakland, 

Berkeley and El Cerito.  For 

information and exact location, 

email Metronome7@aol.com 

or visit h
ttp://www.pickinpot-

lucks.com/

MONDAY

•Alameda – Bluegrass Jam every 

Monday at McGrath’s Iris
h Pub 

on the corner of Lincoln and 

Stanton in Alameda, CA.  For 

information, contact Darby 

Brandli at 510-533-2792 or 

email darbyandbruno@com-

cast.net.

•Oakland – Bluegrass Jam at 8 

pm every Monday beginning 

at 6 pm at the Baja Taqueria, 

4070 Piedmont Ave. (near 41st 

Street), O
akland, CA.  For 

information, call Joe Howton 

at 510-547-2252 or email 

TRman2323@aol.com.

•Palo Alto – Old Time Jam ses-

sion, 7 to 10 pm on the first 

and third Monday of every 

month at Fandango Pizza, 

3163 Middlefield Road, Palo 

Alto, CA.  For information, 

call 650-328-0853 or email 

akatiff@sbsglobal.net,

•San Diego  -- O
pen Mic and 

Jam from 6 to 9 pm on the 

4th Monday of every month at 

Godfather's Pizza, 5583 Cla-

remont Mesa Blvd, San Diego, 

CA.  For information, email 

Mike Tatar at staghorn2@cox.

net.

•Signal Hill – Bluegrass Jam 

Session every Monday from 7 

to 10 pm at Curley’s, 1999 E. 

Willow St., Signal Hill, C
A.  

For information, call 562-424-

0018.

TUESDAY

•Berkeley – Bluegrass jam session 

every Tuesday from 7:30 to 

9:30 at the 5th String Music 

Store, 3051 Adaline St., Berke-

ley, CA. The jam is hosted by 

Jacob Groopman of the Don-

ner Mountain Bluegrass Band 

and is open to all skill levels 

and is given in an instructional 

environment.  For information, 

email jgroopman@gmail.com.

•Berkeley -- O
ld-Time Sing Along 

jam from 7:30 - 9:30 pm with 

occasional performances by 

local bands, at Spud's Pizza, 

3290 Adeline (at the corner of 

Alcatraz), B
erkeley, CA.  For 

information, email Larry White 

at laurence.white@gmail.com,

•Dublin – Bluegrass Jam on the 

2nd and 4th Tuesday of every 

month at Dublin Heritage 

Center, 6600 Donlon Way, 

Dublin, CA.  For information, 

call 925-803-4128.

•Escondido – Bluegrass Jam every 

Tuesday from 7 to 10 pm at 

the Round Table Pizza, Ash 

and Washington Streets, Escon-

dido, CA.

•Granada Hills –
 Band perfor-

mance and Bluegrass Jam from 

7 to 10 pm on the 3rd Tuesday 

of every month at Baker's 

Square, 17921 Chatsworth 

Street (at Zelzah) in Granada 

Hills, C
A.  Sponsored by 

the Bluegrass Association of 

Southern California (BASC).  

For information, call 818-700-

8288 or 818-366-7258.

•Loomis – Bluegrass Jam from 6 

to 9 pm every Tuesday evening 

at the Wild Chicken Coffee 

House, Horseshoe Bar & Tay-

lor Rd, Loomis, C
A.  For infor-

mation, call 916-276-1899.

•Palo Alto -- C
eltic Slow Jam 

session from 7 to 9:45 pm 

every Tuesday at Fandango 

Pizza, 3163 Middlefield Road, 

Palo Alto, CA. Hosted by Pete 

Showman.  For information, 

call 408-255-0297.

• San Diego – Bluegrass Jams, 

bands and open mic hap-

pening on the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 

and 4th Tuesday evenings of 

each month. 2nd Tuesday 

– Fuddruckers at Grossmont 

Shopping Center, in La Mesa; 

3rd Tuesday at Fuddruck-

ers on Third Street in Chula 

Vista; and 4th Tuesday at Boll 

Weevils on MiraMesa Blvd 

in San Diego.  2nd and 3rd 

Tuesdays are open mic and 

jams, and 4th Tuesday includes 

a featured band.  Come hungry 

as we get a donation from each 

item sold there.  Just tell them 

you are with the bluegrass club. 

For more information, contact 

Mike Tatar at staghorn@cox.

net.

•Truckee – Bluegrass slo
w jam 

on the 1st Tuesday of every 

month, 6 pm at Between the 

Notes Music Store, Truckee, 

CA.  For information, call Matt 

Milan, 916-276-1899.

WEDNESDAY

•Ben Lomond -- In
termedi-

ate Pickers Jam, 8 pm until 

closing at Henflings Tavern, 

9450 Highway 9, Ben Lo-

mond, CA.  For information, 

call Jered at 831-335-1642 or 

831-336-8811, email jered@

weber-hayes.com or visit w
ww.

henflings.com

•Chico – Bluegrass Jam from 7-9 

pm at A Bean Scene Coffee-

house & Gallery, 1387 E. 8th 

Street, Chico, Ca.  Jam is open 

to all intermediate to advanced 

players.  F
or information, 

call 530-898-9474 or 530-

342-7998, email novakd42@

aol.com or visit w
ww.bfms.

freeservers.com

•Lompoc – Bluegrass Jam from 

7 to 9 pm on the second and 

fourth Wednesday of ever 

month at Southside Cof-

fee Co., 105 South "H" St., 

Lompoc, CA.  For more 

information, call Bill at (805) 

736-8241

•Morgan Hill – Bluegrass Jam 

from 6 to 10 pm on the 1st, 

3rd and 5th Wednesday of ev-

ery month at El Toro Brew Pub 

on the NW corner of Monterey 

and Main Streets in Morgan 

Hill, C
A.  For information, call 

the pub at 408-782-2739 or 

email Dick Simunic at jrsim
u-

nic@hotmail.com.

•Palo Alto – Bluegrass Jam from 

7-10 pm every Wednesday at 

Fandango Pizza, 3163 Middle-

field Road (corner of Loma 

Verde), Palo Alto, CA.  Sign on 

building also says Pommard’s 

Café.  For information, call 

650-494-2928 or visit w
ww.

TheBluegrass.com.

•Placerville – Bluegrass Jam on 

the 2nd Wednesday of every 

month from 7-10 pm at Hid-

den Passage Books, 352 Main 

St, Placerville, CA.  For infor-

mation, call 530-622-4540 or 

530-626-8751.

•San Francisco – Bluegrass and 

Country Jam on the 1st 

Wednesday of every month 

at the Plough and Stars, 116 

Clement St. (between 2nd & 

3rd Ave.), San Francisco, CA.  

For information, contact Jeanie 

or Chuck Poling at 415-751-

1122.

•Santa Rosa – Old-Time and 

Bluegrass jam on the last 

Wednesday of every month 

at The Black Rose Pub, 2074 

Armory Drive, Santa Rosa, CA.  

For more information, call 

Don Coffin at 707-995-0658 

or Ricky Rakin at 707-824-

9376.

THURSDAY

•Berkeley -- Bluegrass Jam session 

at the 5th String Music Store, 

3051 Adeline Street, Berkeley, 

CA.  For information, call Tim 

Hicks at 510-548-8282 or visit 

http://www.5thStringBerkeley.

com

•Chico – CBA Bluegrass Jam from 

6 to 10 pm on the 2nd Thurs-

day of every month at Augie’s 

Café, 230 Salem Street, Chico, 

CA. For more information, call 

530-828-4676. 

•Corte Madera -- M
arin Blue-

grass Jam on the 1st and 3rd 

Thursday of every month from 

7:30 to 10 pm at the Marin 

Lutheran Church, 649 Mead-

owsweet, Corte Madera, CA.  

For information, visit w
ww.

carltonemusic.com

•Los Angeles – Old Time Jam ses-

sion 9 pm to 12 am at the Hy-

perion Tavern, 1941 Hyperion 

Ave., Los Angeles on the 3rd 

Thursday of every month. Free 

admission. For information, 

contact Ben Guzman via email 

at ben@triplechickenfoot.com 

or visit w
ww.myspace.com/tri-

plechickenfoot.

•Morgan Hill – South County 

Bluegrass Jam on the 2nd & 

4th Thursday of each month 

at The Buzz Stop, 17400-1B 

Monterey Road, Morgan Hill, 

CA.  Open jam from 6-10 pm. 

For information, call 408-892-

9157 or email Duane Camp-

bell at dicampbell339@yahoo.

com.

•Napa – Bluegrass and Fiddle Jam 

session every Thursday night 

from 7 to 10 pm in Napa.  For 

information and location, call 

Pat Calhoun at 707- 255-4936.

•Sacramento – Bluegrass jam ses-

sion every Thursday from 7 to 

10 pm at The Fifth String Mu-

sic Store, Alhambra & Streets, 

Sacramento, CA.  For informa-

tion, call 916-442-8282.

•Sacramento – Bluegrass Slow Jam 

from 7 - 10 pm most Th
urs-

days at various Sacramento area 

homes.  C
all John at 916-990-

0719 for dates and location.  

New pickers welcome.

•Sacramento – Bluegrass Jam 

session the 3rd Thursday of 

every month beginning at 7 

pm at Café Refugio Coffee-

house, 1901 Del Paso Blvd., 

Sacramento.  For information, 

contact Matthew Coleman at 

matthewcoleman999@hotmail.

com.

•San Francisco – Bluegrass and 

Old-time music jam on the 4th 

Thursday of every month at the 

Atlas Café, 3049 20th Street at 

Alabama, San Francisco, CA.

•Ventura -- Bluegrass Jam from 

6 to 9:30 pm on the 2nd and 

4th Thursday of every month 

at Zoey's Cafe, 451 E. Main 

Street in Ventura, CA.  All 

skills w
elcome.  For informa-

tion, contact Gene Rubin 

at 805- 658-8311 or email 

gene@generubinaudio.com or 

visit h
ttp://home.earthlink.

net/~generubinaudio/index.

html.

FRIDAY

• Copperopolis – Bluegrass Jam 

session 7 pm on the first and 

third Friday of every month at 

the Old Corner Saloon, 574 

Main Street, Copperopolis, C
a.  

Open to acoustic instruments 

only no drums.  For more 

information, call Mike at (209) 

785-3047.

•Sonora – Bluegrass Jam starting 

at 7 pm on the 2nd and 4th 

Friday of every month at the 

Old Stan, 177 S. Washing-

ton Street, Sonora,CA.  For 

information, email mandobil@

bigvalley.net.

SATURDAY

•Clovis – Bluegrass Jam session 7 

to 11 pm on the 1st and 3rd 

Saturday of every month at the 

Clovis Senior Center, 850 4th 

street, Clovis, C
A.  Th

ere is a 

$1 fee to cover the cost of the 

rental of the hall.  Sponsored 

by the Kings River Bluegrass 

Association. For information, 

contact Gerald L. (Jerry) John-

ston at 559-225-6016; email 

tophawker@yahoo.com or visit 

http://www.KRBLUE.NET.

•Fremont – Bluegrass Jam Session 

on the 1st and 3rd Saturday of 

every month at Mission Pizza 

and Pub, 1572 Washington 

Blvd., Fremont, CA.  For infor-

mation, call 510-651-6858 or 

visit w
ww.missionpizza.com.

•Fresno – Old time fiddle jam 

and dance from 7 – 10 pm 

every Saturday of each month 

at the Senior Citizens Village, 

1917 Chestnut Ave., Fresno, 

CA.  Sponsored by CSOTFA 

Distric
t 2.  For information, 

contact Lynda Emanuels at 

559-924-1766 or email se-

manuels@comcast.net.

•Kingsburg – Bluegrass and Coun-

try jam session and potluck 

from 6-10 pm on the 2nd and 

4th Saturday of every month at 

1450 Ellis S
t., Kingsburg, CA.  

For information, contact Bud 

Cartwright at 559-582-9155 or 

559-582-7680, or email Bud-

Cartwright@comcast.net.

•Long Beach – Jam Session from 

1-6 pm at Fendi's C
afe, 539 E 

Bixby Road, Long Beach, CA.  

For information, call 562-984-

8187.

•Marysville – Regular jam ses-

sion from 3-6 pm on the 1st 

Saturday of every month at 

the Brick Coffee House Cafe, 

Marysville, CA.  For informa-

tion, call -530-743-0413 or 

530 701-5090.

•Redwood City -- Bluegrass Jam, 

noon to 3 pm on the 3rd Satur-

day of every month at Bob's 

Court House Coffee Shop and 

Restaurant, 2198 Broadway, 

Redwood City, C
A. Jennifer 

Kitchen facilitates the Jam and 

her Band "Kitchen Help" may 

be on-hand to add spice to the 

monthly event.  For more in-

formation, call 650-780-0593.

•Sebastopol – CBA Jam Ses-

sion every Saturday from 2 

to 5 pm at Catz Roastery, 

6761 Sebastopol Avenue in 

Sebastopol, CA.  (1st & 2nd 

Saturday – Old-time, bluegrass, 

old-country and more; 3rd 

Saturday – standard Bluegrass 

and last Saturday – pickers 

choice.)  For information, call 

707- 829-6600.

•Squaw Valley – Open Jam and 

Potluck, 5-9 pm on the last 

Saturday of every month at 

the Bear Mountain Library, 

30733 E. Kings Canyon Road 

(Highway 180), Squaw Valley, 

CA.  For information, contact 

Nancy or Henry Zuniga at 

559-338-0026 or 559-476-

0446.

Attention bands, promoters, ven-

ues – if you would like to have 

your performances, 
concerts, 

festivals or jam sessions list
ed in 

Bluegrass Breakdown and on the 

CBA website, please send your 

information to CBA Calendar 

Editor Suzanne Denison at bgs-

breakdown@volcano.net.

Feeling 

helpful?

Contact Rosanna: 

rosanna@

youngconstruction.

com

Volunteer!

The Bluegrass Breakdown is one of the premiums of 
membership in the California Bluegrass Association. 

You can also receive this newsletter in pdf form at our 
website: www.cbaontheweb.org 

 

 
 

Deering Takes Customers Inside The Banjo 
 

Contact: Carolina Bridges 
Tel. (619) 4648252 

info@deeringbanjos.com 
www.deeringbanjos.com 

For Immediate Release 
 
Spring Valley, CA  April 21st, 2014    Deering Banjo Company besides building the highest quality American made banjos in the 
world, has always maintained continuous efforts to give customers an exciting and unique insight into what makes a banjo a 
banjo! Now there are two new wonderful opportunities for folks to engage in on this wonderful journey with banjo! 
 
Visitors to the NAMM Museum of Making Music’s fascinating new exhibition “Banjo: A New Day for An Old Instrument” can 
expect to put their hands on much more than the impressive collection of modern and vintage banjos on display. A unique 
installation will give visitors the chance to play the role of Master Builder at a real Deering workbench fresh from the Deering 
factory in nearby San Diego. Visitors of all ages will be able to get their hands on all the main parts of a banjo and even 
experience putting one together. 
 
“Deering has always been a major proponent in the field of music education, especially in regards to the banjo,” says Jamie Latty, 
VP of Administration for Deering. There is a lot of information out there, but there is still a great deal of mystery surrounding the 
banjo. We wanted to be able to peel back the layers of the instrument to truly reveal what a banjo is and why it is different to 
anything else out there.” 
 
In conjunction with the museum installation, Deering has developed and launched their new interactive “Anatomy of a Banjo” page. 
This not only shows in beautiful clear photographs each part of the instrument, but explains how it is made, the materials used 
and how each part contributes to the banjo sound we all love. Visitors to the page can even take a fun quiz at the end of the page 
for users to test their newly acquired expertise.  
  
Jamie Latty adds that “we hope that the combination of the exhibit and the site enable aspiring players to become familiar with 
this long misunderstood instrument. But we wanted to do it in a way that was fun and engaging. Many people will get the chance 
to fall in love with the banjo for the first time and that in itself is very exciting.” 
 
The NAMM Museum of Making Museum is located in Carlsbad, CA and can be found at www.museumofmakingmusic.org. “Banjo: 
A New Day for An Old Instrument” is open to the general public through October 31st 2014.  
 
Deering Banjo Company was founded in 1975 as the world’s specialist in banjos and has grown to become the largest 
manufacturer of American made banjos in the world. Located in Spring Valley, CA, Deering produces all of its quality 4string, 
5string, 6string, and 12string banjos in the same US facility and boasts the most knowledgeable team in the industry. Always 
on the cutting edge of banjo innovation, Deering is proud to have artists such as Mumford and Sons, Steve Martin, Taylor Swift, 
Bela Fleck, The Lumineers, Keith Urban, Avett Brothers, Dropkick Murphys, and many more play their banjos. Visit 
www.deeringbanjos.com to learn more about Deering Banjos or call their toll free number 8008457791. 
 
 
 

### 
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beautifully renovated by the City 
of Stockton, Friends of the Fox, 
and private donations in 2002, 
and is a gem of an art-deco theatre 
in downtown Stockton.  Develop-
er Alex Spanos donated $500,000 
to the renovation and asked that 
the theatre be renamed for his 
friend, Bob Hope. There is not a 
bad seat among the 2,000 seats.  
Steve Martin has to be the funni-
est front man I have seen in a long 
time.  He and the SCR have been 
touring for five years and offered 
between song banter that won the 
crowd.  He is a fantastic player and 
becomes completely lost in the 
music he loves.  As we were exiting 
the theater, a man behind me re-
marked “I can’t believe I just spent 
a hundred dollars to listen to blue-
grass, but I REALLY liked it!”
 Being wrapped up in our 
project for the last three months, 
I have not been doing much cook-
ing.  I am having fun tonight 
though, going thru my recipe files, 
pulling out my seasonal favorites 
and planning for that first meal 
prepared in my new kitchen.  I 
hope you try some of these and let 
me know how you like them.
 It seems that today more and 
more people are jumping on the 
kale bandwagon.  It is everywhere 
in all forms from raw to dehydrat-
ed.  I have been using it in salads 
and find it a nice change from the 
same old lettuce.

Kale Salad with 
Lemon, Almonds and 
Pecorino

1 large bunch curly kale
½ cup slivered almonds
1 cup finely shredded 

pecorino cheese
Lemon Vinaigrette:
1 shallot, minced
4 Tbsp. lemon juice
2 Tbsp. champagne vinegar
4 Tbsp. olive oil
Kosher salt and black pep-

per to taste

 Finely chop the kale, avoid-
ing the stems and add to a large 
bowl along with the slivered al-
monds.
 In a small bowl, combine 
the minced shallots and the lem-
on juice, vinegar, olive oil and 
salt and pepper to taste.
 Toss the kale and almonds 
with the dressing, coating all of 
the kale.  Add the cheese and 
gently toss to evenly distribute.
 Here is a recipe for a delicious 
soup to make in case the weather 
turns chilly.  It also works well for 
clearing sinuses during the cough 
and cold season.  It only takes a 
couple of minutes to make.

Spicy Thai Curry 
Noodle Soup

3 garlic cloves, chopped
2 Tbsp. fresh ginger
2 Tbsp. red curry paste
2 Tbsp. coconut oil
4 cups chicken broth

 Happy May Day and welcome 
to the first full month of Spring.  I 
hope that I am not being lulled 
into a false sense that summer is al-
most here.  It seems that every year 
I pull out the summer patio furni-
ture, plan for summer flowers, put 
the boots and wool scarves at the 
back of the closet and…BLAM!  It 
snows!  I can remember having to 
bring pots of freshly planted sum-
mer flowers into the house during 
the third week of May due to a 
freak snowstorm.  Well, I guess 
we cannot dictate what Mother 
Nature has up her sleeve.  We can 
only hope that maybe we will be 
blessed with a little more rain.  I 
shall be happy to move the patio 
back into the barn!
 As I write this, I am still in 
our Hidden Oaks Ranch abode.  
That is….tonight.  The new house 
still isn’t ready for the big move.  
We had the carpets cleaned and 
they did not turn out as I hoped.  
So it looks like it will be another 
three weeks before we can finally 
get settled.  We moved our moto-
rhome to the new house so that 
we can work all day on the gazil-
lion projects that have reared their 
ugly heads since we signed on the 
dotted line and then be able to 
fall into bed at night without hav-
ing to make the trek back up the 
mountain.  The hardest thing to 
deal with is that we do not have in-
ternet.  We discovered that AT&T, 
who provides our phone service, is 
“out of slots.”  They explained it 
like a parking garage filled with 
cars.  The only way you can get a 
space is if someone leaves.   T h a t 
was such a huge surprise to us.  
Our home in West Point is miles 
from anywhere, out in the sticks, 
and we have DSL.  We are moving 
closer to a city and are forced to get 
satellite internet.  No more surfing 
the web, unless we do it in “free 
time” which is between midnight 
and 5:00 am.  Otherwise we will 
probably go over our “allotment.”
 Gary and I are taking time 
off for good behavior to listen to 
some fabulous music.  Last week-
end we had the pleasure of seeing 
Steve Martin and the Steep Can-
yon Rangers at the Bob Hope 
Theater in downtown Stockton. 
The Bob Hope Theatre (original-
ly the Fox California Theatre) was 

Meet Me In the Kitchen By Eileen Kleinschmidt
3 cups coconut milk
6.75 ounces rice sticks  

 (really thin rice noodles)
Fresh cilantro, Thai basil, 

red chilies and green 
onions to garnish

 Combine the garlic, ginger 
and curry paste in a small food 
processor.  Add the coconut oil 
and mix well.
 In a large pot, heat the cur-
ry-coconut paste over medium 
heat, frying the paste gently for 
1-2 minutes.
 Add the chicken broth and 
deglaze the pot.  Add the coco-
nut broth and bring to a boil.  
Season to taste with kosher salt.
 Either place the noodles in 
the boiling broth, or pour the 
boiling broth into a bowl of 
dry noodles and let the soup sit 
while the noodles cook and soak 
up the hot broth.
 Garnish with fresh cilantro, 
Thai basil, red chilies and green 
onions.

 Here is a pasta recipe, guaran-
teed to please anyone and it only 
takes a few minutes to throw to-
gether.  It serves 10 people.

Pasta Bake

12 ounces whole wheat 
penne pasta

1 pound turkey Italian sau-
sage

20 ounces tomato sauce
28 ounce can crushed toma-

toes
3 Tbsp. dried basil
1 tsp. sugar
1 tsp. salt
1 Tbsp. pepper
1 Tbsp. garlic powder
1 tsp. crushed red pepper
1-1/2 cups part skim mozza-

rella cheese
½ cup grated parmesan 

cheese

 Preheat oven to 325 de-
grees.  Spray a large casserole 
dish with nonstick spray.  In a 
large boiling pot of water cook 
pasta, according to directions, 
until al dente.
 Remove turkey sausage 
from casings.  Brown in a large 
saucepan until crumbly and 
cooked through.
 Stir in tomato sauce, 
crushed tomatoes, basil, sugar, 
pepper, salt, garlic powder and 
crushed red pepper.  Allow to 
simmer for 10 to 15 minutes.
 Drain pasta and place back 
into large pasta pot.  Pour sauce 
over pasta and gently stir to com-
bine.
 Add half of the pasta mix-
ture to the prepared casserole 
dish.  Sprinkle ½ of the cheeses 
over the pasta.
 Repeat with remaining pas-
ta and cheese.
 Cover pan with foil and 
bake for 20 to 20 minutes.
 Remove foil and continue 
cooking for 15 to 20 minutes un-
til hot and bubbly and cheese is 

Eileen Kleinschmidt

starting to brown on the edges.
 Let stand for 5 to 10 min-
utes before serving.

 Maybe you have had pork 
baby back ribs cooked in a barbque 
sauce containing Coke.  Here is 
one made with Dr. Pepper.  It has 
just the right amount of spice and 
is guaranteed to leave you wanting 
more!

Spicy Dr. Pepper Ribs

1 cup brown sugar
1 can Dr. Pepper
1 can (5 ounces) chipotle 

peppers packed in Adobo
1/3 cup brown mustard
1 Tbsp. white vinegar
3 cloves minced garlic
2 packages pork baby back 

ribs

 Prepare the marinade by 
gently boiling the first 6 ingre-
dients in a medium saucepan 
until reduced and thick, about 
20 minutes.  Allow to cool com-
pletely.  Divide into two contain-
ers and refrigerate one container 
for later.
 Place ribs on a large rimmed 
baking sheet lined with heavy 
foil.  Brush one container of 
marinade all over the ribs on 
both sides.  Cover with foil and 
refrigerate for 8 hours.
 When you’re ready to cook 
the ribs, preheat the oven to 
250 degrees.  Place the pan, still 
covered in foil, into the oven 
for 2 hours.  Remove the foil 
and increase the temperature to 
300 degrees.  Using the other 
half of the sauce, brush another 
generous layer all over the ribs.  
Return the pan to the oven and 
continue cooking for another 30 
to 40 minutes, brushing on an-
other layer of sauce as it cooks.
 Remove the ribs when 
they’re fork tender (keep cook-
ing until they are).  Slice and 
serve.

 These cookies remind me of 
spring!

Lemon Raspberry 
Cookies

1 cup butter
1-1/2 cups sugar
2 eggs
2 tsp. lemon zest
2 Tbsp. lemon juice
2-1/4 cups flour
1 tsp. baking soda
1 tsp. kosher salt
1.2 ounce bag freeze dried 

raspberries (Trader Joes 
has them)

¼ cup white sugar

 Preheat oven to 350 degrees 
and prepare two sheet pans with 
parchment paper.
 In the bowl of a standing 
mixer, cream together the butter 
and sugar until fluffy.  Add the 
eggs, lemon zest and lemon juice 
and whip until creamy.  In a sep-
arate bowl, combine the flour, 

baking soda and salt and then 
add it to the batter.
 When the cookie dough 
is combined, gently fold in the 
freeze dried raspberries.  Scoop 
the cookie dough and roll it 
around in the ¼ cup sugar and 
put it on the prepared sheet pan.  
 Bake at 350 degrees for 8 to 
10 minutes.  Let them cool and 
serve immediately or store in an 
airtight container until ready to 
use.

Fun Food Facts:
From its earliest beginnings, 
coffee has become the second 
most traded product in the 
world, behind oil.  It’s a huge 
industry.

There are so many apple variet-
ies that if you were to eat an ap-
ple a day, it would take you over 
27 years to try them all! (there 
are more than 10,000 varieties).

Who Knew?

 Be kind to one another and 
I’ll see you back in my kitchen 
next month!

“Seize the moment.  Remember 
all those women on the Titanic 
who waved off the dessert cart.” - 
Erma Bombeck

Please let us know how 
Eileen’s recipes turn 

out for you. Write the 
editor at mrvarner@

ix.netcom.com about 
that or any topic!
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Wayne Erbsen’s Log Cabin Music

Wayne Erbsen

By Wayne Erbsen ©2014
 Bluegrass Music has exerted a 
strange and powerful grip on me 
going back to 1963. After hearing 
the tinkling sound of the banjo on 
a  Kingston Trio record, I decided 
I had to learn to play this music. I 
soon signed up to take a few pri-
vate banjo lessons with a local guy 
named Claude Reeves. When he 
realized that I hadn’t yet been ex-
posed to the real thing, he directed 
me to purchase a Flatt and Scruggs 
recording. “Who,” I asked.
 The next Saturday I jour-
neyed to the local record store 
and asked if they had a record by 
Flatt and Scruggs. The salesman 
soon produced a LP with a group 
of musicians dressed in bright red 
suits and sporting string ties and 
white cowboy hats. I was puzzled 
by the fact that the record was en-
titled “Country Music.” Was this 
going to be like the country-west-
ern music with steel guitars that 
I occasionally watched on TV on 
Saturday mornings? What really 
grabbed my attention was the big 
fellow standing off to the side by 
the name of Kentucky Slim. Wear-
ing huge overalls, a slouch hat and 
a big toothy grin, I knew I must 
be on to something. Intrigued, 
I asked the salesman if he could 
play a little sample of the record. 
As soon as he lowered the needle 
on the first track, pandemonium 
broke out in that small record store 
as fifty billion banjo notes came 
flying out of that record at ninety 
miles an hour. It was almost like 
someone was spraying the room 
with machine gun bullets. As 
other customers in the store were 
frozen with terror or ducking for 
cover, I happily paid the man and 
proudly walked off with my shiny 
new record under my arm.
 The first week, I practically 
wore that record out! I was to-
tally stoked by hearing the ban-
jo playing by the master himself, 
Earl Scruggs. What I wasn’t too 
sure about was the singing. Lester 
Flatt had a funny way of sliding 
into his notes with a slow south-
ern drawl. Sometimes he slid up 
to the right pitch, and sometimes 
he didn’t quite make it. What 
was really puzzling was the way 
he pronounced his words. Not 
being a native of North Carolina, 
Kentucky, or Tennessee, bluegrass 
certainly seemed like a foreign lan-
guage to me, with its own vocab-
ulary that was as foreign to me as 
Russian! When I finally got to see 
Lester Flatt in person, I was sur-
prised to see him singing out of the 
corner of his mouth. Was that the 
way bluegrass was supposed to be 
sung? I wondered.
 Beside learning to play the 
banjo, I was determined to learn 
to sing the bluegrass songs too. 
Before the Internet, the only way 
to get the lyrics was to play the re-
cord over and over and copy down 
the lyrics. That sounds pretty easy, 
right? Well it wasn’t. Half the time, 

I couldn’t tell what the heck they 
were singing. And apparently, I 
wasn’t the only one who had this 
problem.
 In around 1965 I went to a 
bluegrass show in a small club in 
Berkeley, California called the Jab-
berwalk. On stage was Joe Val and 
the Charles River Valley Boys. I re-
member that the banjo player, Bob 
Siggins, joked about the lyrics of 
the Bill Monroe song, “Goodbye 
Old Pal.” Siggins suggested that in-
stead of “to me boys it was sad,” he 
always thought it was “two meat-
balls in the sand.”
 Recently, I got to wondering 
how other singers have acciden-
tally mangled the words of other 
bluegrass songs. Come to find out, 
there’s actually a word for mangled 
lyrics: mondegreens. Who knew?
 When I asked some of my 
bluegrass friends what monde-
greens they could come up with, 
here’s what they thought of.  

With a naked horse.
 (With an achin’ heart) from 
“Doing My Time.”

I fought the green creature 
down in the dark valley.
 (I fought the green creature 
down in the dark valley) from “I’ve 
Lived a Lot in My Time.”

It is a whale that is hurt upon 
the shore.
 (It is a wail that is heard upon 
the shore) from Stephen Foster’s 
“Hard Times Come Again No 
More.”

Constipated cross-eyed bear.
(A consecrated cross I’d bear)

My feet stink on the mantel.
 (I’m feasting on the manna)

The ants are my friends, 
they’re blowing in wind.
 (The answer my friend is 
blowing in the wind) 

Feta cheese and hair.
 (Faded cheeks and hair) from 
“Wandering Boy.”
    
May I walk on your lawn ev-
ery day.
 (May I walk in your light ev-
eryday) from “Lord Have Mercy.”

Are your varmints washed. 
 (Are your garments washed) 
from “Washed in the Blood.”
There’ll be no detours in 
Heaven, Nora froze along the 
way.
 (There’ll be no detours in 
Heaven, no rough roads along the 
way)  from “I’m Using My Bible 
For a Roadmap.”

Hold back the Russian 
menace
 (Hold back the rushing min-
utes) from “My Baby’s Gone.”

The mandolin player ate 
cheese whiz.
 (The man in the middle is 
Jesus) from “The Man in the Mid-
dle.”

They call me by a number 
of naughty names.
 (They call me by a number, 
not a name) from “Doin’ My 
Time.”

Oh beautiful and spaceship 
skies.
 (O beautiful for spacious 
skies) from “America the Beauti-
ful.”

Lonesome Light Bulb Waltz. 
 (Lonesome Moonlight 
Waltz).

Although your love was 
even colder, I’ll wear your 
underwear tonight.

Two Meatballs in the 
Sand

 (Although your love is even 
colder, I wonder where you are 
tonight) from “I Wonder Where 
You Are Tonight.”
Big spy camera 
 (Big spike hammer)

Bright day will turn to night 
my love, the elephants will 
mourn
 (Bright day will turn to night 
my love the elements will mourn) 
from “The Blackest Crow.”

Can I get you now, or must 
the hen I take.
 (Can I get you now, or must 
I hesitate) from “The Hesitation 
Blues.”

She’d row t’church a Sun-
day She’d pass me on by I 
saw her mind was changing 
Bada-ol-bing on her eye.
 (She’d go to church on Sun-
day, She passed me on by, I saw 
her mind was changing, By the 
roving of her eye) from “Hand-
some Molly.”

That’s the way I giddy my 
gnome.
 (That way I’ll get him I 
know) from “Feast Here To-
night.”

Poison tomatoes are taking 
our loved ones
 (Wars and tornadoes are tak-
ing our loved ones) from “The 
Family Who Prays.” 

My time on earth is buttered 
Spam.
 (My time on earth is but a 
span) from “A Beautiful Life.”

 If you’re like me, you might 
find the mangled verses more 
interesting than the “real” ones. 
If find any interesting monde-
greens, please send them my way. 
Big thanks goes out to everyone 
who contributed to this collec-
tion!

Wayne Erbsen has been collect-
ing and researching songs (with 
the correct lyrics) for fifty years. 
He has edited ten bluegrass, old-
time and gospel songbooks plus 
instruction books for bluegrass 
banjo, clawhammer banjo, fid-
dle, mandolin and guitar. Con-
tact Wayne for a free catalog of all 
his books and recordings. Phone: 
(828) 299-7031, Email: ban-
jo[at]nativeground.com, 
Web:   www.nativeground.com. 

 To Lester Flatt we apologize!

CBA sponsored jam every 1st Wednesday

116 Clement Street, SF
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CBA Calendar of Upcoming Music Events
BAND GIGS & CONCERTS
May
05/01/2014 - Kentucky Twisters 

will play at Atlas Cafe, 3049 
20th Street (at Alabama) San 
Francisco, San Francisco - For 
more information, call JimBo 
Trout at 415-648-1047 or email 
shout@jimbotrout.com or visit 
http://www.atlascafe.net. 

05/02/2014 - Sarah Jarosz Trio will 
play at McNear’s Mystic The-
atre, 21 Petaluma Boulevard N, 
Petaluma - Grammy nominated 
multi-instrumentalist and her 
trio - Alex Hargreaves on fiddle, 
Nataniel Smith on cello. For 
more information, call 707 765 
2121 or visit www.mysticthe-
atre.com. 

05/03/2014 - Peter Rowan Blue-
grass Band will play at First Pres-
byterian Church of Mountain 
View, 1667 Miramonte Avenue 
at Cuesta Drive , Mountain 
View - For more information, 
call Peter Thompson at 650-
968-4473 or email bgsignal@
comcast.net or visit www.rba.
org. 

05/03/2014 - Robin & Linda Wil-
liams and Their Fine Group will 
play at Beckman Auditorium, 
Beckman Auditorium is located 
just south of 332 South Michi-
gan Avenue, south of Del Mar 
Boulevard, in Pasadena, Cali-
fornia. , Pasadena - For more in-
formation, call or email folkmu-
sic@caltech.edu or visit http://
folkmusic.caltech.edu/. 

05/03/2014 – Red Dog Ash with 
The Earl Brothers will play at 
West Side Theatre, West Side 
Theatre 1331 Main Street New-
man, CA 95360, Newman - For 
more information, call West 
Side Theatre at (209) 862-4490 
or email info@westsidetheatre.
org or visit http://www.westsi-
detheatre.org. 

05/04/2014 - Nobody from Nash-
ville will play at Thee Parkside, 
1600 17th Street at Wisconsin 
in San Francisco’s sunny Potre-
ro Hill District. Plenty of street 
parking is available, San Francis-
co - For more information, call 
shelby at or email shelby@shel-
byashpresents.net  or visit www.
shelbyashpresents.net. 

05/07/2014 - The Steep Canyon 
Rangers will play at Freight & 
Salvage, 2020 Addison Street, 
Berkeley - For more informa-
tion, call Freight & Salvage at 
(510) 644-2020 or email info@
freightandsalvage.org  or visit 
http://www.thefreight.org/lau-
rie-lewis-right-hands. 

05/08/2014 - Mitch Polzak will 
play at Atlas Cafe, 3049 20th 
Street (at Alabama) San Fran-
cisco, San Francisco - For more 
information, call JimBo Trout at 
415-648-1047 or email shout@
jimbotrout.com  or visit http://
www.atlascafe.net. 

05/09/2014 - Jayme Stone & the 
Other Side of the Air will play 
at North Columbia School-
house Cultural Center, 17894 
Tyler Foote Rd, Nevada City - 
For more information, call 530-
265-2826 or visit http://www.
northcolumbiaschoolhouse.
org/. 

05/10/2014 - Jayme Stone & the 
Other Side of the Air will play at 
Occidental Center for the Arts, 
Occidental Center for the Arts 
4008 Bohemian Highway Bo-
hemian Highway and Graton 
Road , Occidental - For more 
information, call Paul Knight 
415/215-0586 at or email 
paul@paulknightsound.com  or 
visit http://www.occidentalcen-
terforthearts.org. 

05/11/2014 - Robin & Linda Wil-
liams and Their Fine Group will 
play at Freight & Salvage, 2020 
Addison Street, Berkeley - For 
more information, call Freight 
& Salvage at (510) 644-2020 or 
email info@freightandsalvage.
org  or visit http://www.the-
freight.org/laurie-lewis-right-
hands. 

05/15/2014 - Mountain Dojo will 
play at Atlas Cafe, 3049 20th 
Street (at Alabama) San Fran-
cisco, San Francisco - For more 
information, call JimBo Trout at 
415-648-1047 or email shout@
jimbotrout.com  or visit http://
www.atlascafe.net. 

05/15/2014 - Paige Anderson & 
the Fearless Kin will play at The 
Center for the Arts, 314 W 
Main Street, Grass Valley - For 
more information, call 530-
274-8384 ext 14 or visit www.
thecenterforthearts.org. 

05/15/2014 - Triple Chicken Foot, 
Spencer & Rains and Brian Vol-
ler & Ben Townsend  will play 
at The Velaslavasay Panorama, 
1122 West 24th St, Los Ange-
les - See website for more details 
5/15 kick off party 5/16 con-
cert.   5/17 workshops & Square 
dance For more information, 
call or visit http://oldtimeisa-
goodtime.com/?page_id=1159.

05/16/2014 - Steep Ravine will 
play at Don Quixote’s Interna-
tional Music Hall, 6275 High-
way 9 and Graham Hill Road in 
Felton Located just 10 minutes 
from Santa Cruz in downtown 
Felton. , Felton - For more in-
formation, call Dick Brundle at 
or email brundle@attglobal.net  
or visit http://www.donquixo-
tesmusic.com/. 

05/16/2014 - The Earl Brothers 
will play at Great American Mu-
sic Hall, 859 O’Farrell Street, 
San Francisco - Triple Threat: 
3 bands / 3 CD Releases! For 
more information, call shelby 
at or email shelby@shelbyash-
presents.net  or visit http://
www.slimspresents.com. 

05/18/2014 - Houston Jones will 

play at Music on the Divide, 
I.O.O.F. Hall 6240 Main St. , 
Georgetown - Last concert of 
the season will be a gala celebra-
tion event! Info: 530-333-0431 
Houston Jones invites you into a 
world of musical virtuosity and 
storytelling ranging from the 
myths of ancient Greece to the 
red dirt back roads of Waskom 
Texas. The a For more informa-
tion, call 530-333-0431 or visit 
http://www.musiconthedivide.
org/. 

05/22/2014 - Country Casanovas 
will play at Atlas Cafe, 3049 
20th Street (at Alabama) San 
Francisco, San Francisco - For 
more information, call JimBo 
Trout at 415-648-1047 or email 
shout@jimbotrout.com  or visit 
http://www.atlascafe.net. 

05/24/2014 - Skidanenko and 
Green Bluegrass Duo will play 
at Downtown Palo Alto Farm-
ers Market, Gilman Street, Palo 
Alto

CAMPOUTS
05/24/2014 - 05/26/2014 Hicks/

Dabney Bluegrass Campout 
in Hollister at Bolado Park,  
Highway 25, eight miles south 
of Hollister, just beyond Tres 
Pinos.. For more information or 
reservations, call or visit http://
www.scbs.org/events/gof/. 

WORKSHOPS & MUSIC 
CAMPS
05/13/2014 - 05/18/2014 Cali-

fornia Autoharp Gathering in 
Dunlap at St Nicholas Ranch, 
38526 Dunlap Road. visit 
http://www.stnicholasranch.
org  for more information about 
the location For more informa-
tion or reservations, call (559) 
338-2103 or visit http://calau-
toharp.com/index.php/about-
cag/. 

05/16/2014 - 05/17/2014 Berke-
ley Dulcimer Gathering at 
Freight & Salvage, 2020 Addi-
son Street. For more informa-
tion or reservations, call Freight 
& Salvage at or email info@
freightandsalvage.org  or visit 
http://www.djhamouris.com/?-
section=berkeley_dulcimer_
gathering. 

06/08/2014 - 06/11/2014 CBA 
Music Camp in Grass Valley at 
Nevada County Fairgrounds, 
11228 McCourtney Rd. . For 
more information or reserva-
tions, call Peter and Janet at 
360-647-0741 or email info@
cbamusiccamp.org  or visit 
www.nevadacountyfair.com. 

06/11/2014 – CBA Youth Acad-
emy in Grass Valley at Nevada 
County Fairgrouns, 11228 Mc-
Courtney Road, for more in-
formation contact Darby Bran-
dli at 510-735-6364 or email 
darbycba@gmail.com, refer to 

www.bluegrasscampforkids.
com. 

FESTIVALS
May 2014
05/03/2014 – Santa Cruz Bluegrass 

Fair at San Lorenzo Park, Duck 
Pond Stage, 137 Dakota Street, 
Santa Cruz.  For more infor-
mation visit http://www.scbs.
org/2012/04/26/2012-ncbss-
cbs-santa-cruz-bluegrass-fair-at-
duck-pond-stage-may-5/ 

05/03/2014 - 05/04/2014 Ramona 
- Ramona Community Park, 421 
Aqua Ln, Ramona, CA 92065. 
Two days of great bluegrass (May 
3,4/2014) with MohaviSoul 
featured Sunday May 4th Bands 
Include: MohaviSoul For more 
information, call Rob Lewallen 
at 760.789.6173 or email rob@
ramonabluegrassfest.com  or vis-
it http://ramonabluegrassfest.
com/. 

05/08/2014 - 05/11/2014 Park-
field - Parkfield Bluegrass Fes-
tival, 25 miles NE of Paso Ro-
bles, alongside Parkfield Cafe, 
at town center -- for directions, 
see website or call us (don’t trust 
MapQuest!). Bands Include: 
The Naked Bootleggers, Cache 
Valley Drifters, Steep Ravine, Jeff 
Scroggins and Colorado, Amber 
Cross, Old Time Fiddle & Ban-
jo Show, Honeysuckle Possums, 
The Creak, Virtual Strangers, Pe-
ter Rowan Bluegrass Band, Little 
Black Train, Snap Jackson & The 
Knock on Wood Players and 
Front Country.  For more infor-
mation, call Ed Alston at (805) 
725-3060 or email bmscc12@
gmail.com  or visit http://www.
parkfieldbluegrass.com. 

June 2014
06/12/2014 - 06/15/2014 - CBA 

Father’s Day Festival in Grass 
Valley at the Nevada County 
Fairgrounds, 11228 McCourt-
ney Rd. . The 39th Annual Fa-
ther’s Day Festival is right around 
the corner with another spectac-
ular lineup of national headlin-
ers, impressive California talent, 
workshops, camping, jamming 
and more, all under the pines in 
the scenic Sierra Foothills. Bands 
Include: Town Mountain, Junios 
Sisk & Ramblers Choice, Kathy 
Kallick Band, Foghorn String-
band, Laurie Lewis & The Right 
Hands, Lonesome River Band, 
Deadly Gentlemen, Bucking 
Mules, Kathy and Laurie’s Vern 
& Ray Tribute, Peter Rowan 
Bluegrass Band, Roland White 
& the All-Star Bluegrass Band.   
For more information, call or 
visit http://fathersdayfestival.
com/. 

06/16/2014 - 06/22/2014 Susan-
ville Bluegrass Festival at the 
Lassen County Fairgrounds, 195 
Russell Avenue. Bands Include: 
Cliff Compton & Mountain 

Top, Anderson Family Bluegrass, 
The Roustabouts, North Coun-
try Bluegrass, Kathy Boyd and 
Phoenix Rising, Katy Penn & 
Newtown, The Gaberdine Sis-
ters, Backroads, Bluegrass, Etc. 
and Snap Jackson & the Knock 
on Wood Players. For more in-
formation, call 530-251-8900 or 
visit http://susanvillebluegrass.
com. 

06/27/2014 - 06/29/2014 Kate 
Wold Music Festival in Layton-
ville at Black Oak Ranch, 50350 
HWY 101 - Black Oak Ranch is 
5 miles north of Laytonville on 
the west side of Highway 101. 
Bands Include: The Duhks, Joan 
Baez, Los Lobos, The Women & 
the Truth, Beau Soleil avec Mi-
chael Doucet, Tim O’Brien & 
Darrell Scott. For more informa-
tion visit http://www.katewolf-
musicfestival.com. 

August 2014

08/07/2014-08/10/2014 – Good 
Old Fashioned Bluegrass Festival 
at Bolado Park in Hollister.  For 
more information visit http://
www.scbs.org/events/gof 

08/08/2014 – 08/11/2014 – Dead 
on the Creek festival at Uncle 
John’s Camp on String Creek 
at 26000 String Creek Road, 
Willits.  Bands include: Frank 
Solivan & Dirty Kitchen, The 
Tuttles with AJ Lee, Front 
Country, Halden Wofford & 
the Hi-Beams and more.  For 
more information email Uncle 
John Phillips at john@deadon-
thecreek.com or visit their web-
site at www.deadonthecreek.
com. 

08/24/2014 - 08/31/2014 Yreka 
- Siskiyou Golden Fairground, 
1712 Fairlane Rd, Yreka, CA 
96097 (530) 842-2767. A week-
long event featuring stage shows, 
instructional workshops, quilt-
ing buildings, dances, downtown 
jam, 100 RV sites with 30 amp 
electric and water, very easy ac-
cess from the freeway Bands In-
clude: Natural Drift For more 
information, call Gene Bach at 
530-340-0214 or email siskiy-
oustringsandthreads@yahoo.
com  or visit http://siskiyous-
tringsandthreads.com/. 

September 2014
09/19/2014 - 09/21/2014 Plym-

outh - Amador County Fair-
grounds, 18621 Sherwood & 
School Streets (Off of Highway 
49). Bands Include: GrassKick-
ers For more information, call 
Larry & Sondra Baker at (209) 
785-4693 or email roaddog@
caltel.com or visit http://www.
landspromotions.com/plym-
outhhome.htm. 

09/26/2014 - 09/28/2014 Grass 

Continued on A-29
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Valley – KVMR Celtic Festival 
at Nevada County Fairgrounds, 
11228 McCourtney Rd. . Bands 
Include: The Colleen Raney 
Band, Molly’s Revenge, Cathie 
Ryan, Paddy Keenan and more.   
For more information visit 
http://www.kvmrcelticfestival.
org/. 

October 2014
10/03/2014 - 10/05/2014 Tra-

cy - Eagal Lakes Resort, 12 W. 
Lorenzen Rd Tracy, CA 95304. 
Three nights of camping with 
nightly jams around the lake by 
the bonfire. One full day of Blue-
grass music on Saturday from 
10a-10p. Open mic on Friday 
night. Food, Music, Vendors, 
Workshops and more Bands 
Include: Rock Ridge, Windy 
Hill, AJ Lee, Cliff Compton & 
Mountain Top, James Reams & 
the Barnstormers, Snap Jackson 
& The Knock on Wood Play-
ers.  For more information, call 
209-640-4252 or visit www.ea-
gallakes.com. 

REGULAR GIGS REPEATED

If there are additions, updates or 
deletions to the regular perfor-
mances please email candy.spon-
haltz@gmail.com for changes to 
the calendar listings, both in the 
Breakdown and online.

Albatross Pub, Whiskey Brothers 
on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays, 
1822 San Pablo Ave, 2 blocks 
north of University Ave, Berke-
ley:For more information visit 
http://www.albatrosspub.com. 

Amnesia every Monday, 853 Valen-
cia St, between 19th and 20th, 
San Francisco. For more infor-
mation, call 415-970-0012 or 
visit http://amnesiathebar.com

1st Monday: Front Country
2nd Monday: Toshio Hirano
3rd Monday: Windy Hill
4th Monday: The Earl Brothers

Atlas Café, 3049 20th Street (at 
Alabama), San Francisco. For 
more information, call JimBo 
Trout at 415-648-1047 or email 
jimbotrout@gmail.com or visit 
http://www.atlascafe.net.

Every Saturday:Craig Ventresco & 
Meredith Axelrod

Pacifica Moose Lodge every 4th 
Friday: The Dim Lights at 776 
Bradford Way, 94044, Pacifi-
ca, from 6:30 to 9 p.m.. Great, 
cheap food & drinks. All ages 
welcome! For more information, 
call Vicki Frankel at 650 740-
0181 or email vicki.frankel@
gmail.com

Rough & Ready Grange Hall every 
Sunday: The Fruit Jar Pickers, 
Rough & Ready Highway about 
five miles west of Grass Valley in  
Rough & Ready:For more infor-
mation, call 530-272-4320 or 
visit www.roughandreadycham-
ber.com. 

Sam’s BBQ every Tuesday & 
Wednesday, 1110 S Bascom Ave, 
San Jose: For more information 
email sam@samsbbq.com or vis-
it http://www.samsbbq.com.

1st Tuesday: Bean Creek
1st and 3rd Wednesday: Sidesaddle
2nd Tuesday: Carolina Special
2nd Wednesday: Dark Hollow
3rd Tuesday: Cabin Fever
4th Tuesday: Windy Hill
4th Wednesday: Loganville

San Gregorio General Store, High-
way 84 and Stage Road, San Gre-
gorio:For more information, call 
or visit http://www.sangregorio-
store.com/.

2nd Saturday: Harmony Grits
3rd Sunday: The Circle R Boys

The Liberty Café; Karen Celia Heil, 
many times with a guest, plays 
Old~Time songs and tunes, one 
Friday per month at The Lib-
erty Cafe, 410 Cortland Ave, 
downtown Bernal Heights, San 
Francisco. Exact Friday to be an-
nounced on oldtimesf. Located 
in the cottage behind the main 
restaurant, 7:00 to 9:00 PM; 
full Cafe menu available. 410 
Cortland Ave. SF, CA 94110 | 
415.695.8777 http://www.the-
libertycafe.com

The Station Grill every Saturday, 
Dusty Shoes Gospel Band, 170 
W Grand Ave, Grover Beach.  
For more information, call 
(805) 489-3030 or visit http://
dustyshoesbluegrassgospelband.
org/.

The Sand Dollar Restaurant, 3458 
Shoreline Highway, Stinson 
Beach at noon every Sunday with 
Jimbo Trout & The Fishpeople, 
Savannah Blu, Ed Neff Trio, 
Dark Hollow and Robert Hart 
Trio:For more information, call 
415-868-0434 or visit http://
www.strinsonbeachrestaurant.
com.

Willowbrook Ale House every 
Thursday, 3600 Petaluma Blvd 
N, Petaluma a weekly gig fea-
turing three life time CBA 
honorees. Usually it is Blue & 
Lonesome personnel, sometimes 
we have audience participation. 
Sometimes we call the band Ed 
Neff and Friends. We have stellar 
sit ins when a regular member 
cannot make it For more infor-
mation or reservations, call Ed 
Neff at 707-778-8175 or email 
ed@edneff.com or visit edneff.
com. For more information, call 
(707) 775-4232.

JAM SESSIONS
If there are additions, deletions or 
changes to the jam information 
please email candy.sponhaltz@
gmail.com for them to be noted in 
the Breakdown and the online cal-
endar.

SUNDAY
Altadena: Coffee Gallery Back-

stage, 2029 North Lake Blvd.. 

For more information or reser-
vations, call (626) 794-2424 or 
visit http://www.coffeegallery.
com. 

Arroyo Grande: The Central Coast 
Fiddlers on the 2nd Sundays at 
South County Regional Center, 
800 West Branch Street, contact 
Mike Morgan at 805-837-2238.

Arroyo Grande: Nipomo Presby-
terian Church, Thompson/Los 
Berros Road in Nipomo.  In 
the Community Room, comfy 
chairs available, bring a music 
stand and music.

Berkeley: Freight & Salvage, 2020 
Addison Street. 1st and 3rd Sun-
days at 2 p.m., Beyond Bluegrass 
Slow Jam with Ran Bush.  For 
more information or reserva-
tions, call Ran Bush at 510-525-
8156 or email ranbush@gmail.
com or visit www.freightandsal-
vage.org or http://freightand-
salvage.org/beyond-bluegrass-
slow-jam-ran-bush

Berkeley: Freight & Salvage, 2020 
Addison St, 2nd and 4th Sun-
days at 2 p.m., Bluegrass Slow 
Jam with Ran Bush, http://
freightandsalvage.org/beyond-
bluegrass-slow-jam-ran-bush

Boulder Creek: United Methodist 
Church, 2 nd Sunday at 2 p.m., 
for more info call 831-423-5214.

Castro Valley: United Methodist 
Church, 19806 Wisteria St., 4th 
Sunday California Old Time 
Fiddlers Association jam at 1:30 
p.m. For more information or 
reservations, call 510-278-7180 
or visit http://www.csotfa9.org. 

Columbia: Jack Douglass Saloon, 
22718 Main Street. Every 2nd 
Sunday from 2 to 6 p.m. For 
more information or reserva-
tions, call 209.532-1885 or visit 
http://www.jackdouglass-sa-
loon.com. 

Cotati:  Redwood Café, 8240 Old 
Redwood Highway, 4th Sunday 
from 4 to 6 p.m., for info contact 
Chris Carney at knccarney@ya-
hoo.com or Janette Duncan at 
jdfiddler@yahoo.com. 

Coulterville: The Magnolia Saloon, 
5001 Main Street at the cor-
ner of Highway 49 and Route 
132 on the way to Yosemite. 
The Magnolia Saloon, a part of 
the Hotel Jeffery, is the oldest 
working saloon in California, 
complete with the original “bat 
wing” doors and is one of only 
a few saloons to still have them. 
For more information or reserva-
tions, call 209-878-0461 or visit 
http://www.hoteljeffery.com/. 

Encino: Encino Park, CTMS Cen-
ter for Folk Music 16933 Ven-
tura Blvd. Jamming inside the 
CTMS Folk Center, out in front 
of the Center For more informa-
tion or reservations, call Jeff at 
310-390-4391.

Folsom:  Lockdown Brewery, 718 
Sutter St, (Upstairs), 2nd Sun-
day of ech month from 3 to 6 
p.m.  For more information call 
916-358-9645.

Folsom: Mount Olive Lutheran 
Church, 320 Montrose, Folsom 
on every 5th Sunday from 1 to 3 
p.m., call 916-985-2984.  www.

mountolive.oc 
Fresno: Brooks Ranch Restaurant, 

4131 S Chestnut Ave at High-
way 99. California State Old 
Time Fiddlers, District 2. Jams 
on the second Sunday of every 
month at 2 p.m. Acoustic in-
struments welcome. For more 
information or reservations, call 
Lynda Emanuels at 559-924-
1766 or 559-589-4100 or email 
semanuels@comcast.net. 

La Grange: LaGrange Saloon and 
Grill, 30048 Yosemite Blvd La 
Grange, CA 95329. Old time 
jam on the 4th Sunday of the 
month For more information or 
reservations, call 209-853-2114.

Nevada City: National Hotel, 211 
Broad Street. Old time jam, 1st 
Sunday of the month from 1 to 
4 p.m.  For more information or 
reservations, call 530-575-8766.

Orangevale: Orangevale Grange 
Hall, 5805 Walnut Ave. 2nd 
Sunday jam beginning at 1 to 
5 p.m. Desserts available at the 
snack bar. Donations accepted.  
Hosted by California State Old 
Time Fiddlers’ Association, Dis-
trict 5.  For more information 
call 916-723-2314 or email car-
sp78@aol.com  or visit http://
www://csotfa5.com 

Oroville: 4th Sunday of the month 
at the Feather River Senior Cit-
izens, 1335 Myers Street, Or-
oville, from 2 to 5 p.m., public 
welcome, no admission, food 
and drink available potluck 
style.  For more info contact Jimi 
Beeler at 925-282-3205 or email 
Zeke Walker at zeke103@digi-
talpath.net. 

Palo Cedro:  Millville Grange Hall 
in Palo Cedro 22037 Old For-
ty-four Drive, 4th Sundays from 
2 to 4 p.m., old time fiddle con-
cert and after the concert an 
open mic.

Pasadena: 2nd Sunday of the month 
Coffee Gallery Backstage, 2029 
N. Lake, Altadena 91001 12:20 
to 3:30 Contact David Naiditch, 
davidnaiditch@charter.net

Redding: St. James Lutheran 
Church 2500 Shasta View Drive 
1st Sundays:   Workshop & Jam 
Session 1:00PM to 4:30 PM, 
Free Old Time Fiddle Concert 
at 2:00PM, Open Mic (after the 
concert 

Sacramento: New Helvetia Brew-
ery, 1730 Broadway, Sacramento 
from 3 to 5 p.m., on the 3rd Sun-
day, call 916-469-9889.  Led by 
Acoustic Edge. 

San Francisco: Progressive Grounds 
Coffee Shop, Progressive 
Grounds SF on 400 courtland 
Ave. Old time jam 2nd and 4th 
Sundays at 3 p.m. For more in-
formation or reservations email 
larrythe241@yahoo.com. 

San Francisco: The Lucky Horse-
shoe, 453 Cortland Ave. Blue-
grass jam every Sunday at 4 
p.m. For more information or 
reservations, visit http://www.
theluckyhorseshoebar.com. 

San Jose: Hoover Middle School, 
1635 Park Ave. Santa Clara 
Valley Fiddlers Association Jam 
session, 1 to 5 pm on 1st Sunday 

of every month. $6 members, $8 
non-members, children 17 and 
under are free.  For more infor-
mation call Richard Brooks at 
650-328-3939 or visit http://
www.fiddlers.org. 

Santa Cruz: Ocean View Park, 
Oceanview Park at 102 Ocean 
View Ave. (Ocean View Ave is 
off Broadway between Ocean St. 
and Branciforte.). A bluegrass 
and old time jam on the 4th 
Sunday of every month. This jam 
has three separate circles: slow 
jam, advanced bluegrass jam, old 
time jam. Please go to http://
groups.google.com/group/san-
tacruzjam for more informa-
tion! For more information or 
reservations, call Jessica Evans 
at 831-359-1864 or email santa-
cruzjam@googlegroups.com  or 
visit http://groups.google.com/
group/santacruzjam. 

Sebastopol: Sebastopol Christian 
Church, 7433 Bodega Avenue 
Corner of Bodega & Jewell Ave.  
Fourth Sunday gospel jam at 2 
p.m. For more information or 
reservations, call 707-824-1960.

Sunnyvale: Sunnyvale Communi-
ty Center, Heritage Building 
Sunnyvale Community Center 
550 East Remington Drive. 3rd 
Sunday each month from 1 to 5 
p.m. 1-1:30 p.m. is orientation 
and tuning. Facility charge of $5 
per person. Parents or guardian 
must accompany anyone under 
18 years, participants must sign 
a liability waiver to join. This is 
not an “open mic” or audience 
for solo performers, it’s for peo-
ple who want to play and sing to-
gether in the bluegrass style. Tra-
ditional bluegrass sound is made 
up of vocals, guitar, 5-string ban-
jo, mandolin and upright bass; 
and sometimes the fiddle and do-
bro. Other acoustic instruments 
are subject to leader approval. 
No electrified or amplified in-
struments can join without 
permission from the leader. No 
musical instruction is provided. 
Participants must know how to 
tune their instruments and have 
basic playing ability. 

Templeton: Old Carnegie Library, 
City Park, between 11th and 
12th streets, Spring and Pine.. 
Open acoustic jam -- all levels 
of ability welcome, we range 
from rank beginners to accom-
plished professionals, and try to 
have something for everyone. 
For more information or reser-
vations, call or visit http://www.
folkjam.org/recurring-jam/us/
ca/paso-robles/carnegie-haul.  

West Hills, San Fernando Val-
ley: BASC’s 4th Sunday of the 
month jam: West Valley Music 
Center, 24424 Vanowen St., 
West Hills. Ca.91307 *** Phone: 
818-992-4142

MONDAY
Bakersfield: Rusty’s Pizza, 5430 Ol-

ive Drive (in the Von’s Center). 
For more information or reser-
vations, call Kelvin Gregory at 

Continued on A-30
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661-392-7973 or 661-428-7044 
or email kelvin@gregspetro.
com. Alternate contact: S. C. 
“Slim” Sims slim1070@msn.
com 760-762-6828

Berkeley: 5th String Music-Berke-
ley, 3051 Adeline Street. For 
more information or reserva-
tions, call John Kornhauser at 
or visit http://www.5thString-
Berkeley.com. 

Culver City: Industry Cafe & 
Jazz, 6039 Washington Blvd. 
The New Westside Jam, 7:30 
til dawn.  For more informa-
tion or reservations, call Jeff 
Fleck at 310-390-4391 or email 
jfleck47@ca.rr.com.

Oakland: Baja Taqueria, Baja 
Taqueria, 4070 Piedmont Ave. 
(near 41st Street), Oakland, 
CA. Every Monday, jam hosted 
by Tom Lucas For more infor-
mation or reservations, call Joe 
Howton at 510-547-2252 or 
email TRman2323@aol.com  
or visit http://sfbluegrass.org/
php/tacojam.html. 

Oakland: Stork Club, 2330 Tele-
graph Avenue. Open jam at the 
Stork Club! 2 rooms for jam-
ming, open late. For more infor-
mation or reservations, call Josh 
Jakus at 510-444-6174 or email 
joshjakus@gmail.com  or visit 
www.storkcluboakland.com .

Oroville: Bolt Tool Museum, 1650 
Broderick Street. Instruction 
and shared music time aim to en-
courage musicians to perform in 
groups. For more information or 
reservations, call 530-282-3205.

Palo Alto: Pommard Delicatession 
& Café (new home of Fandan-
go’s Pizza), 3163 Middlefield at 
Loma Verde. Old time jam every 
Monday For more information 
or reservations, call 650-494-
2928 or visit http://www.show-
man.org/jams/oti/index.htm 
or http://www.fandangopizza.
com/fandango%20bluegrass.
htm

San Francisco: Amnesia , 853 Valen-
cia St. (between 19th & 20th). 
2nd and 4th Mondays at 6:30 
p.m. - The Pick Jam - precedes 
the Bluegrass Monday Show 

For more information or reser-
vations, call (415) 970-0012 or 
visit http://thepicksf.com/. 

TUESDAY
Berkeley: 5th String Music-Berkeley, 

3051 Adeline Street. For more 
information or reservations visit 
http://www.5thStringBerkeley.
com. 

Dublin: Dublin Heritage Center, 
6600 Donlon Way in the old 
Murray Schoolhouse. Jam Ses-
sion from 7 to 9 p.m. on the 2nd 
and 4th Tuesday of every month. 
For more information or reserva-
tions, call 925-452-2100.

Fairfax: The Sleeping Lady, 1st 
Tuesday, 23 Broadway, Fairfax, 
visit http://sleepingladyfairfax.
com/home 

Merced:  The Coffee Bandits, 309 
W Main St, 1st Tuesday of each 
month, bluegrass, old time, 
Americana jam.  For more infor 
call 209-383-1200 or Marc Alvi-
ra at 209-658-3852.

Modesto: Queen Bean Coffee 
House, 1126 14th Street. 2nd & 
4th Tuesday of EVERY month, 
7 to 9 p.m. Flavor of music is 
bluegrass, gospel, fiddle-tunes, 
old-time and traditional country. 
Hosted by Rainy Escobar For 
more information or reserva-
tions, call Rainy Escobar at 209-
989-9282 or email InamMec@
aol.com. 

Paso Robles: Oak Creek Commons, 
635 Nicklaus Drive. We meet in 
the common room in the com-
mon building at the center of the 
complex. Bring an instrument 
and join in! 

San Francisco:  Durty Nelly’s, 2328 
Irving Street between 24th and 
25h Avenues, 1st, 3rd and 5th 
Tuesdays from 7 to 10 p.m., for 
more info contact Dinah Stroe at 
dinahbeatrice@gmail.com. 

Santa Maria: La Maria Trailer Park, 
1701 S Thornburg, (When you 
turn in off Thornburg, go right 
and follow on around to a little 
right turn in the street, go to 
the left and you can see the club 
house on the left.) If you are a 
musician [string instruments 
(violin/fiddle, guitar, mandolin, 
bass, banjo, tiple, ukulele), ac-

cordion, harmonica and want to 
participate, please come join us 
for jamming.

Seaside: Seaside High School, Sea-
side High School Music Build-
ing 2200 Noche Buena Ave.. For 
more information or reserva-
tions, call Chuck Hurd at 831-
656-9790 or email chuckhurd-
ley@comcast.net. 

Ventura: Zoey’s Cafe, 185 East San-
ta Clara Street. For more infor-
mation or reservations, call Gene 
Rubin at (805) 340-2270 or 
email generubinaudio@earth-
link.net  or visit http://zoeysca-
fe.com/index.cfm.  

WEDNESDAY
Atascadero: Last Stage West, 15050 

Morro Road - located on Hwy 
41 halfway between Atascadero 
and Morro Bay.  From 6:30 to 
8:30 p.m. on the 2nd and 4th 
Wedesdays.  For more informa-
tion call Bern Singsen at (805) 
595-1970.

Berkeley:  The Joint, t 2628 Tele-
graph Ave, In Harmony’s Way 
– monthly singing session, 
no charge, for more info visit 
http://www.inharmoneysway.
com 

Chico: Acoustic College, 932 West 
8th Ave, suite A. Bring your 
bluegrass instruments and song/
tune suggestions, and take ad-
vantage of this opportunity to 
both meet and play with other 
bluegrass players For more infor-
mation or reservations or email 
myersjj@gmail.com. 

El Cerrito: El Cerrito Music Works 
(upstairs), 11225 San Pablo Ave, 
El Cerrito, at 6:30 p.m.

Lompoc: Southside Coffee Co, 105 
S. “H” Street. 7 to 9 p.m.  For 
more information or reserva-
tions, call Bill at 805-736-8241.

Loomis:  Rail Depot, 5775 Horse-
hoe Bar Rd (near Taylor Road), 
1st and 3rd Wednesday from 5 
to 8 p.m..  For more information 
call 530-885-6871.

Folsom: Nicholson’s MusiCafe, 632 
E Bidwell, Foldsom from 6 to 9 
p.m., call 916-384-3020.  Open 
mic inside, jam outside.

Loomis: The Train Depot, 5775 
Horseshoe Bar Road. Bluegrass 

jam from 5 to 8 pm on the 1st 
and 3rd Wednedays of every 
month. Pickers of all grades and 
listeners are welcome. For more 
information or reservations, call 
Terry or Betty Crouson at 530-
885-6871.

Martinez: Alameda Arts & Wine 
Fair, 707 Marina Vista Martinez, 
CA 94553. 4th Wednesdays, 
hosted by Bruce Campbell and 
Red Rick Horlick from 7 to 10 
p.m., with sign up at 6:30 p.m. 
The house band, led by Bruce 
Campbell, will be there to back 
up any pickers and singers. Are 
you a bluegrass musician that 
hasn’t hit the big time yet? Then, 
come on down to Armando’s 
and get on stage with some of 
the hottest bluegrass players in 
the Bay Area. Are you a blue-
grass fan? 3 hours of music for 
$3! For more information or 
reservations, call Eloise Cotton 
at 925-229-1989 or visit www.
armandosmartinez.com. 

Oakhurst: Yosemite Fruit & Nut, 
40879 Hwy 41, Suite 1D,  Open 
mic every Wednesday from 7 to 
9 p.m., sign up at 6:30.  For more 
info call 559-692-2288.

Petaluma: Aqus Cafe, 189 H Street 
. 4th Wednesday Bluegrass and 
Old Time open jam from 7 to 
9 p.m. For more information or 
reservations, call 707.778.6060 
or visit http://www.aquscafe.
com. 

Palo Alto: Fandango Pizza, 3163 
Middlefield Rd, Palo Alto, for 
more info visit http://www.fan-
dangopizza.com/Fandango%20
bluegrass.htm

San Francisco: Plough and Stars, 
116 Clement St. (between 2nd 
& 3rd Ave.) . Jam hosted by 
Jeanie & Chuck Poling For more 
information or reservations, call 
415-751-1122 or visit http://
www.theploughandstars.com. 

Santa Barbara: The Glendessary Jam 
(old time music) meets every 
Wednesday at Alice Keck Park 
(summers) and indoors (winter) 
on Glendessary Lane, starting at 
5:30 pm. 

Santa Clara:  The Coleman Still, 
1240 Coleman Ave, 6:30 to 9:30 
p.m., 1st and 3rd Wednesdays, 
bluegrass and old-time session 
hosted by AmeriCeltic and the 
CBA, contact Duane Campbell 
at dcfiddles@gmail.com

Sonora: Christopher’s Ristorante 
Italiano, Christopher’s Risto-
rante Italiano 160 Washington 
Street in the historic Sonora Inn 
. Ukulele jam 2nd Wednesday of 
every month at 6 p.m. For more 
information or reservations, call 
209 533 2600.

Vacaville: Vacaville Winestyles, 
Vacaville Winestyles 11-B 
Town Square Place Vacaville, 
CA 95688 . Regular Jam, 3rd 
Wednesday of each month, from 
7 to 9:00 pm Jam is intermedi-
ate and above. Each participant 
needs to be able to lead three 
songs For more information or 
reservations, call John Erwin at 
(707) 447-9463 or visit http://
www.winestyles.net. 

From Page A-29 Vacaville:  McBride Senior Center, 
91 Town Square Place, 1st and 
3rd Wednesday from 6 to 9 p.m..  
For more information call 707-
724-8002.

Woodbridge: Bluegrass jam at The 
Woodbridge Grange, 1074 
Academy St. in Woodbridge 
2nd Wednesday from 7 to 9 p.m.  
For more information or reser-
vations, email Tim Christensen 
at christensent@rocketmail.
com or visit http://www.wood-
bridgegrange482.org 

Woodbridge: Starry Night Open 
Mic Showcase at The Wood-
bridge Grange, 1074 Academy 
St in Woodbridge. For more 
information or reservations 
email Tim Christensen at chris-
tensent@rocketmail.com  or 
visit http://www.woodbridge-
grange482.org 

THURSDAY
Berkeley: 5th String Music-Berkeley, 

3051 Adeline Street. For more 
information or reservations, call 
Emery Barter at or visit http://
www.5thStringBerkeley.com. 

Chico: Cafe Flo, 365 E 6th St. This 
is not a bluegrass jam, as I under-
stand it, but allow participants 
to jam with others to basic chord 
progressions For more informa-
tion or reservations, call or visit 
lifeatflo.weebly.com. 

Corte Madera: Marin Luther-
an Church, Marin Lutheran 
Church 649 Meadowsweet . 
Bluegrass jam 1st and 3rd Thurs-
day 7:30 to 10 p.m. For more in-
formation or reservations email 
emily@emilyriddell.com  or visit 
uimfamilyministry@earthlink.
net. 

Fairfax: Café Amsterdam, 23 Broad-
way, Fairfax, 3rd Thursdays, for 
more info call 415-256-8020 
or visit http://www.cafeamster-
damlive.com. 

Folsom: Landmark Baptist Church, 
609 Figureroa, Folsom, 1st and 
3rd Thursday from 6 to 9 p.m.  
For more information call 916-
990-0719.  New pickers wel-
come!

Morgan Hill: Morgan Hill Grange 
Hall, 40 East 4th St. 1st, 2nd 
and 4th Thursday night jam. 
For more information or reser-
vations, call Tim Edes at (408) 
779-5456 or email larrypheg-
ley@gmail.com, rsimunic@hot-
mail.com  or visit http://www.
cbaontheweb.org. 

Napa: Napa Jam, Pizza Hut - 3510 
Jefferson St., Napa, Ca. Bluegrass 
and Fiddle Jam Session every 
Thursday night (except holidays) 
from 7 pm to 9:30 pm in Napa. 
Please call for details. For more 
information or reservations 
email powderdan@comcast.net. 

Oakland: Niebyl Proctor Library, 
6501 Telegraph Ave near Alca-
traz, old time session from 7:30 
to 10 P.m. on the 1st, 3rd and 
5th Thursdays.

Roseville: The Strum Shop, 408 
Roseville Square, 4th Thursday 
of each month from 6 to 9 p.m.   
For more information call 916-
787-8786 or email stu@thes-

www.cbamusiccamp.org
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trumshop.com  or visit www.
thestrumshop.com/communi-
ty/bluegrass-jam. New pickers 
welcome. 

Sacramento:  2nd & 5th Thursdays, 
600 - 900 PM, bluegrass jam at 
various Sacramento area homes. 
Call John at 916-990-0719 or 
Ron at 916-988-8062 for loca-
tion. New pickers welcome.!

Sacramento: Old Ironsides, 1901 
10th Street. For more informa-
tion or reservations, call 916-
443-9751.

Sacramento: 5th String Music, 3184 
N St, Sacramento from 7 to 10 
p.m., for more info call 916-442-
8282.

San Francisco: Atlas Cafe, 3049 
20th Street (at Alabama) San 
Francisco. All acoustic string 
band jam For more informa-
tion or reservations, call JimBo 
Trout at 415-648-1047 or email 
jimbotrout@gmail.com  or visit 
http://www.atlascafe.net.  

San Luis Obispo: Linnaea’s, 1110 
Garden Street, every third 
Thursday of the month. Starts at 
6:30 til about 9. Come join in, 
play, listen, learn and hang out 
with music and food at Linnaea’s 
Cafe. For more information or 
reservations, call 805-541-5888 
or visit http://www.linnaeas.
com/.

FRIDAY
Placerville: Main Street Music, 263 

Main Street at the corner of 
Center. For more information or 
reservations, call 530-622-1357.

Sonora: Mi Pueblo Restaurant, 
126 S Washington St. Down 
the steps and next to the creek, 
held 2nd and 4th Fridays unless 
there is a major bluegrass event 
that day. For more information 
or reservations email billschnei-
derman@gmail.com. 

Jamestown: Smoke Cafe, 18191 
Main St Jamestown . Jamestown 
Jam 2nd and 4th Friday at 7 p.m. 
For more information or reser-
vations, call 209-984-3733 or 
email mandobill@att.net. 

SATURDAY
Angel’s Camp: Mercantile, 1267 S. 

Main Street.  Open mic from 
6:30 to 9:00 p.m. every 2nd and 
4th Saturday.  For info call 209-
890-7155 or contact Michael 
Borba at wrkhrse1@gmail.com. 

Arroyo Grande: Lightning Joe’s 
Guitar Heaven, 100 East Branch 
Street in the Historic Village, 
just off Highway 101 at Grand 
Ave.  From 1 to 4 p.m.,  Blue-
grass, old time, old grass, origi-
nals, country, newgrass. We will 
explore tunes with an empha-
sis on on working them up to 
speed, understanding the forms 
and allowing the players to find 
a place to shine. Plenty of stools 
but bring music stands. For more 
information or reservations, call 
805-481-2226.

Chico: ACOUSTIC MUSIC JAM 
at the Centerville School House 
(formerly at Cafe Flo), from 
1:00pm to 4pm, led by Robert 
Catalano.  All kinds of acoustic 

music welcome, so bring a song 
or tune you’d like to share with 
other musicians, bring an instru-
ment, or just plan to sing along. 
Ongoing, second Saturdays. For 
directions and more informa-
tion, call Robert at 343-9379. 

Chico: SATURDAY, APRIL 26 
& MAY 24:  BLUEGRASS 
JAM at CAFE FLO, 365 E. 
6th Street, Chico, from 1PM 
to 4PM. All bluegrass pickers 
and listeners welcome!  Plan to 
have lunch at Flo, or a beverage 
any time, to support owner & 
music lover Mark Watts and his 
employees, who will be allowing 
us to gather there for our blue-
grass jams. There will be a cost of 
$2 per person at this and future 
jams. Ongoing, every 4th Satur-
day. Hope to see you there!  Call 
530-894-1449, or email lucy-
inchico@hotmail.com 

Chico: Upper Crust Bakery, 130 
Main Street. Folk Music Jam, 
1st Saturday of every month. 
Call for more details. For more 
information or reservations, call 
Steve Johnson at 530-345-4128.

Citrus Heights: Round Table Pizza, 
7867 Lichen Dr. from 12 noon 
to 5 p.m.  For more information 
call 530-409-4012.

Dublin: Dublin Heritage Center, 
Old St. Raymond’s Church 6600 
Donlon Way. Slow/practice Jam 
Session from 1 to 4 pm on the 
2nd and 4th Saturday of every 
month. For more information or 
reservations, call 925-452-2100.

Fremont: Mission Pizza & Pub, 
1572 Washington Blvd., Fre-
mont, CA Washington Blvd 
Exit Off 680 Between 680 and 
Paseo Padre Parkway. For more 
information or reservations, 
call Phil Willis at 510-651-
6858/510-574-1880 or email 
info@missionpizza.com  or visit 
http://www.missionpizza.com 

Lafayette: Lamorinda Bluegrass & 
Old Time Music Jam 1st Satur-
days at noon, Lamorina Music 
Store, 81 Lafayette Circle, La-
fayette, for more info contact 
John at  http://lamorinamusic.
com or call the store at 924-385-
0963.. 

Mountain View: 5 p.m. Saturdays 
preceding Redwood Bluegrass 
Concerts, 1667 Miramonte 
Blvd at the corner of Cuesta 
Drive in Mountain view, contact 
Ed Cirimele at jocimo@gmail.
com. 

Redding:  Round Table Pizza, Shas-
ta Mall at 900 Dana Drive, 2nd 
Saturdays from 5:30 to 7:30 
p.m., Free Old Time Fiddle 
Concert & Open Mic (after the 
concert) 

Santa Clara: Edward Peterman 
Museum of Railroad History at 
Santa Clara Depot, Santa Clara 
Amtrak Station (Santa Clara 
Depot) across from Santa Clara 
University 1005 Railroad Ave-
nue Santa Clara, CA 95050. 2nd 
Saturdays at noon, a friendly 
bluegrass music jam, intermedi-
ate to advanced. Sunny days, jam 
outside on the SW corner next 
big shady tree. Rainy days - jam 

inside the museum. Free parking 
in front of the museum. Paid 
parking (not checked often)to 
south and west of museum For 
more information or reserva-
tions, call Mary M. Kennedy at 
408-241-5920 or email kenne-
dymk@comcast.net. 

Sebastopol: Coffee Catz, 6761 Se-
bastopol Ave #300 Highway 12 
just east of Sebastopol by the 
Sebastopol Inn. Every Saturday 
afternoon jam from 2 to 5 p.m. 
~~~ This is not a slow jam or 
beginner’s jam, intermediate and 
above players are expected and 
new additions are always wel-
come. For more information or 
reservations, call 707-829-6600 
or visit http://www.coffeecatz.
com/. 

Templeton: Matt’s Music, 211 S 
Main Street. No jams schedule 
currently, looking for someone 
to lead the jam. For more in-
formation or reservations, call 
805-237-0054 or email matt@
mattsmusicandmore.com or vis-
it http://www.mattsmusicand-
more.com.

OTHER
05/03/2014 - 05/04/2014 Ramo-

na - Ramona Outdoor Commu-
nity Center - Rodeo Grounds, 
421 Aqua Lane Ramona Out-
door Community Center Music 
Pavilion & Rodeo Arena. This is 
an 18 hour festival - 10 a.m. - 9 
p.m. Sat / 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. - Sun-
day. Three Stages.... 2 alternat-
ing stages at the west bluegrass 
venue - 19 sets - 0 - 5 minutes 
between sets / one stage at the 
east Old West venue - 14 sets. 31 
bands this year. For more infor-
mation or reservations, call Rob 
Lewallen at 760-789-3333 or 
email robeelew@gmail.com or 
visit ramonabluegrassfest.com.

05/08/2014 - Sonora - Sonora Joe’s 
Coffee House, 140 S Washing-
ton Ave. Open mic from 7 to 9 
p.m., 15 minutes per performer 
(3 songs) For more information 
or reservations, call Sean or Russ 
at 209-533-2564 or 209-433-
4900.

05/22/2014 - Sonora - Sonora Joe’s 
Coffee House, 140 S Washing-
ton Ave. Open mic from 7 to 9 

Attention bands, promoters, venues – if you would like to have your performances, 
concerts, festivals or jam sessions listed in the Bluegrass Breakdown and on the CBA 
website, please send your information to CBA Calendar Editor - Candy Sponhaltz at 
candy.sponhaltz@gmail.com

CBA 
CLASSIFIED 

ADS

BANJO LESSONS WITH 
ALLEN HENDRICKS of Hen-
dricks Banjos, the California 
Quickstep and formerly of the 
South Loomis Quickstep.  I teach 
all styles of five-string banjo play-
ing that can be done with finger 
picks.  All levels from rank begin-
ner to accomplished player who 
may need additional direction to 
take his or her playing to a higher 
level.  Private individual lessons 
as well as teaching your group to 
compliment each other’s styles 
and abilities.  I teach at my own 
private studio in the Sacramento 
Area.  I also teach in my home 
just north of Placerville.  I play 
banjo, I make banjos, and I some-
times buy and sell banjos and 
other stringed instruments.  For 
further information or to schedule 
lesson times, please call 916-614-
9145 or 530-622-1953.

LEARN BLUEGRASS MAN-
DOLIN WITH TOM BEKENY. 
Beginner, intermediate, and ad-
vanced students welcome. Con-
tact Tom at 510-528-4039 or 
tombekeny@sbcglobal.net 

LESSONS

CBA Calendar of Upcoming Music Events
p.m., 15 minutes per performer 
(3 songs) For more information 
or reservations, call Sean or Russ 
at 209-533-2564 or 209-433-
4900.

06/12/2014 - Sonora - Sonora Joe’s 
Coffee House, 140 S Washing-
ton Ave. Open mic from 7 to 9 
p.m., 15 minutes per performer 
(3 songs) For more information 
or reservations, call Sean or Russ 
at 209-533-2564 or 209-433-
4900.

06/26/2014 - Sonora - Sonora Joe’s 
Coffee House, 140 S Washing-
ton Ave. Open mic from 7 to 9 
p.m., 15 minutes per performer 
(3 songs) For more information 
or reservations, call Sean or Russ 
at 209-533-2564 or 209-433-
4900.

06/28/2014 - Benicia, California 
- First Street Cafe Upstairs, Be-
nicia California, 440 First Street 
. Showtime 8:00-11:30PM No 
Cover Charge For more infor-
mation or reservations, call First 
Street Cafe at or email firststca-
fe@pacbell.net or visit http://
www.firststcafe.com.

 Come join us in beautiful 
Ridgetop, TN for a long weekend 
retreat of great fiddling and lots 
of fun. Every day we will work 
on fiddle tunes, take jam classes, 
go to downtown Nashville to hear 
incredible music, learn to dance to 
fiddle music, and lots more. Kind 
and patient instructors will help 
you improve your technique, your 
practice skills, and your overall fid-
dling stamina. 
 This is a very special camp 
though, completely different from 
the rest, for a few reasons. First, it 
is limited to 15 participants. Each 
FiddleStar Camp sells out quickly 
so getting your registration in ear-
ly is key! But we are committed to 
providing a small, intimate experi-
ence where you get to know each 
camper and each teacher and are 
guaranteed to make some lifelong 
friends and mentors. Second, this 
camp is strictly for more beginning 
to intermediate players. Everything 
will be geared to your unique needs. 
Jams will be slower, tunes will be 
taught in a more repetitive fashion, 
technique and early good habits 
will be emphasized. This camp is a 
place where adult fiddlers can come 
and feel comfortable moving for-
ward toward being the fiddle player 

FiddleStar Adult Beginner 
Camp is not just for 
beginners...

they always dreamed of being! 
 One evening during camp, 
we will visit The Violin Shop in 
Nashville where you’ll not only 
get to hear your instructors throw 
down on some fiddle tunes in an 
inspiring, intimate concert featur-
ing lots of fiddle styles, but you’ll 
get to shop for and learn about fid-
dles, bows, and accessories with the 
guidance of your instructors and 
the finest luthiers in all the land. 
That’s a once in a lifetime experi-
ence all by itself!

Instructors: 
Deanie Richardson, Megan Lynch 
Chowning, and Bethany Dick Olds
Dates: 
Friday through Sunday, August 15-
17, 2014
Cost: 
$600 for on-site lodging (includes 
all meals) $500 for day camper
Location: 
Ridgetop, TN (30 minutes north of 
Nashville, TN)
Who: 
For adult beginning to intermedi-
ate fiddle players of all traditional 
styles
More Info: 
www.fiddlestaradultbeginnercamp.
com for FAQS and to register

2014 Father’s Day Bluegrass 
Festival: see you there!
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