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By George Martin
 A notable aspect of this month’s 
39th Annual Father’s Day Festival 
June 12-15 will be a first-ever appear-
ance by Peter Rowan on the Grass 
Valley stage.
 Rowan is a towering figure in 
bluegrass (and other) music.  He was 
among the first young northerners to 
play with Bill Monroe as a Bluegrass 
Boy, and his post-Monroe career has 
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Help…we need you!
By Mike McGar
 We are in need of some wonderful CBA 
members ! Looking for volunteers for the up-
coming 2014 Father’s Day BG Festival to help 
with Gate Ticket Sales. Requirements are that 
you are a CBA Member and feel comfortable 
working with computers. We ask volunteers to 
work three four hour shifts for a four day ticket 
to the festival.
    Please contact Mike at mcgarm@yosemite.
edu or cell at (209)404-4560 if you have any 
questions.

Continued on A-5

In this issue of the Bluegrass Breakdown:
Feature articles, news, reviews, recipes 
.....& more! Plus the FDF event program.

I n s i d e  t h i s  i s s u e

Vol. 40 No. 12 June 2014

CBA Father’s Day Bluegrass Fesitval

Stars align at 
the 2014 CBA 
Grass Valley 
event

www.cbaontheweb.org

Continued on A-5

 Déjà vu’ at Grass Valley Fairground!  Heads up to those who arrive 
really early for Music Camp and the festival! The fairgrounds has booked 
all of the full hookup sites and almost all of the electrical sites through-
out the fairgrounds for the weekend – Friday and Saturday nights June 
6 & 7 - before Music Camp starts for a Vintage Trailer Show. (Reminds 
one of the Old Time Engine and Tractor folks in years past.) There will 
be several activities going on which will make it difficult for our extra 
early campers so please double check with the campgrounds as to space 
availability before you just show up. Phone: (530) 273-6217 The good 
news is that they are all supposed to depart by noon on Sunday June 8, 
so make your plans accordingly to make things easier for all. And last of 
all, if you arrive before Sunday June 8th when the CBA takes over the 
grounds, please be a good neighbor and remember that the fairground 
rules about noise and generators are still in effect.

Note to early campers at the 
Nevada County Fairgrounds for the 
Father’s Day Bluegrass Festival

CBA Music Camp

By Geoff Sargent, 
CBA Music Camp Liaison
Peter Langston, 
CBA Music Camp Director

 Please, don’t hold your breath waiting 
for music camp to open on June 8!  We want 
you there with full lungs, not turning blue 
and passing out on the drive up.
 The hot news is that Peter and Janet have 
put together a camp with more than 100 elec-
tives…..my head and fingers hurt already from 
anticipating which ones I’ll have to choose to 
miss and how much playing I’ll have to do in 
the ones I get to attend.  So get there early….
we start with 20 electives scheduled for Sun-
day afternoon alone; some of which I am sure 
are encore electives from past music 
camps and some, don’t hold your 
breath here, are almost certainly 
new.  But, whatever you do, be sure 
to bring your instruments to music 
camp registration because one elec-
tive that I’m part of is the “registra-
tion jam”, which I am confident will 
provide a good kick off for the next 
few days.
 Peter swore me to secrecy but 
failed to get me to actually sign a con-
fidentiality contract so I am going to 
blow the whistle here and tease you 
with some possible electives.  One 
elective that I have a personal stake 
in is the annual Music Camp Do-
bro jam…..last year it was scheduled 
for the evening I had to drive back 
to the bay area (long story there….
appropriate libations are needed 
for me to tell).  This year I whined 

long and hard to Peter and Janet, so we will 
see (unfortunately I am a completely incom-
petent whiner).  The Bluegrass Karaoke is a 
likely contender for an encore elective. If you 
haven’t done this, or seen this, it is well worth 
the effort. The way it works is that you get to 
go on stage and perform one of your favorite 
bluegrass songs with a backup band of music 
camp instructors!  What a trip that would 
be…on stage with a backup band of the likes 
of Jim Nunally, Bill Evans, John Reischman, 
Sharon Gilchrist, Mike Witcher, or some of 
the other instructors.  I might have to crash 
that one; you know borrow a student ID tag, 
put a paper bag over my head, and get up on 

The Run-up and Run-down for 
the 2014 Music Camp

Old Time band Foghorn Stringband returns to GV 
with a crowd pleasing variety of musical styles.

See page A-11 for more 
volunteer opportunities.

It’s not too late to 
be a volunteer!

By Steve Goldfield
 An old-time musician’s idea of heaven is to gather in one place 
with lots of other friendly musicians and play fiddle tunes and old 
songs all day and all night with brief breaks to eat and sleep. That is 
what goes on at the CBA’s Golden Old-Time Campout at Lake Sono-
ma, August 21 to 24, 2014. We will also have a couple of workshops, 
but camping and playing music is primarily what we do.
 Lake Sonoma is a US Army Corps of Engineers facility, and they 
host us in two group campgrounds on a ridge a bit more than a mile 
from the lake. They provide bathrooms, showers, and potable water to 
drink. Lake Sonoma is a short drive from Healdsburg and Cloverdale. 
In 2012 and 2013, we had lovely weather in the low 80s. Shade is 
in short supply so it’s a good idea to bring canopies and other shade 
structures. Advance tickets at reduced prices will be available until 
August 1 on the CBA website. Prices are very reasonable and have not 
increased. Please join us for tunes, good fellowship, and lots of fun.

Golden Old-Time Campout at 
Lake Sonoma, 2014

Annual CBA jam event
Jamming opprotunities, including  those offered as Camp electives, get   

everyone into the act. -  Photo: Alan Bond
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Instructors, and Luthiers 
bilnfay@ix.netcom.com
Photo Gallery Manager – Ken 
Reynolds
cprhds2@caltel.com
Radio Grass – Darla Novak
Novakd42@apol.com
Recorded Music – George 
Ireton
george@shastawebdesign.
com
Splash Page/MP3 Manager – 
Pat Garcia
patgarcia@direcway.com

Website Welcome 
Columnists
Monday—1st—Mark Varner
Monday—2nd—Randy Morton
Monday—3rd—Bert Daniel
Monday—4th—Chuck Poling 
Tuesday—1st—Geoff Morris
Tuesday—2nd—Ted Lehmann
Tuesday—3rd--Nate Schwartz
Tuesday—4th—Rick Cornish
Wednesdays—Bruce Campbell
Thursday—1st—Dave Williams
Thursday—2nd--
  George Martin
Thursday—3rd—
 Randy Shelton
Thursday—4th—J.D. Rhynes
Friday—1st—Brooks Judd
Friday—2nd—Cliff Compton
Friday—3rd—Regina Bartlett
Friday—4th—Bill Evans
Saturday—1st—Marty Varner
Saturday—2nd—
 John Karsemeyer
Saturday—3rd—Cameron Little
Saturday—4th—Brian McNeal
Sunday—1st—Marcos Alvira
Sunday—2nd—Bert Daniel
Sunday—3rd—Geoff Sargent
Sunday—4th—Jean Ramos

2013/2014 
Leadership Team

stevewoodhogwest_1999@
yahoo.com
Vaughn & Glenda Lew – State-
wide 
Activities VP
PO Box 2028
Murphy’s, CA 95247
welzzub@sbcglobal.net
Vaugh cell: 209-606-4623
Glenda cell: 209-606-5356

Area Activities Vice Presidents
Marcos Alvira 209-383-3432
mercedbluegrass@sbcglobal.
net
Mark Hogan – North Coast
phone 707-829-8012
hogiemoon@comcast.net
Bruno Brandli – East Bay
510 599-3108
darbyandbruno@comcast.net
Bill Schneiderman – Delta-Sierra
209-586-3815
billschneiderman@gmail.com
John Hettinger - Sacramento
113 Puffer Way
Folsom, CA 95630 
916-990-0719        
bluegrass@shaunv.com
Chuck Poling - San Francisco
polingsf@gmail.com
Lucy Smith – Butte and Tehama 
Counties
530-894-1449
lucyinchico@hotmail.com
Roger Siminoff – Central Coast
805-801-8750
siminoff@siminoff.net
Craig Wilson – South San Joa-
quin Valley
661-589-8249
craigw1@sbcglobal.net
Stan Allen – Fresno/Kings County
rollingbonz3344@comcast.net
Jenny Williams - Solano and Yolo 
Counties
info@RealGoneDaddies.com
Larry Phegley - South Bay Area
47 Ralston Drive
Monterey, CA   93940
larry.phegley@gmail.com
Dan Martin - Napa County
707 287 6953
powderdan@comcast.net
Bruce Campbell - Contra Costa 
County
RSchwartz@TruckerHuss.com
Larry Carlin - Marin County
415-332-8498
l_carlin@hotmail.com
Marcos Alvira - Merced, Mariposa, 
Stanislaus
209-383-3432
mercedbluegrass@sbcglobal.
net
Vicki Frankel - San Mateo County 
Area
vicki.frankel@gmail.com

Year-Round Jobs
Rick Cornish - Director of 
Operations
rickcornish7777@hotmail.com
Kelly Senior - Investment Advisor
Mark Varner - Editor, Bluegrass 
Breakdown
PO Box 1245
Boulder Creek, CA 95006
831-338-0618
mrvarner@ix.netcom.com
George Martin - Publicity Director
georaymartin@yahoo.com
Bob Calkins – Photographer
530-644-1587
motherlode@innercite.com
Mike Melnyk - Photographer
mike@mikemelnyk.com
Randy Shelton – Photographer
randy.shelton@comcast.net
Bruce Long – Darrell Johnston 
Kids Lending Library
kidslendinglibrary@gmail.com
Max Schwartz - Teen 
Ambassador
maxschwartz17@gmail.com
Alicia Meiners – E-Commerce 
Mgr.
ameiners@sbcglobal.net
408-683-0666
John Erwin – Mail Ticket Sales
707-330-9342
john.erwin@sbcglobal.net

Lee Hardesty – Insurance Advi-
sor
916-961-6316
hrdst@comcast.net
Brian Whitt – 
Mercantile Co-Coordinator
MartinD282007@gmail.com
707-533-6730
Frank Solivan – Kids on Stage 
Director/ Ambassador at large
408-656-8549
Whit Washburn – 
Contract Legal Advisor
916- 996-8400
wfwashburn@wfwashburn.
com 
Debra Livermore – 
Volunteer Coordinator
916-601-7233
deblivermore@gmail.com
Mark Hogan - Audio Archive 
Project co-coordinator
707-829-8012
hogiemoon@comcast.net
Dave Nielsen - Audio Archive 
Project co-coordinator
David Carlsen - Sebastopol Jam 
Master
davidacarlson62@hotmail.com
Steve Goldfield - Old Time 
Coordinator 
stevegoldfield@yahoo.com
Geoff Sargent - Music Camp 
Laison
510-207-2046
geoffreysargent@gmail.com
Brooks Judd - Broadcast Publici-
ty Coordinator
2600 Craig Ct
Turlock, CA   95382
shejudd@charter.net
Josh Michaels - Elections 
Coordinator
cbaEcommerce@gmail.com

Festival Coordinators
Mark Hogan – Sebastopol 
Festival Director
3980 Monika Ct.
Sebastopol, CA 95472-5741
707-829-8012
hogiemoon@comcast.net
David Brace - Father’s Day 
Festival Director
1704 Banyan Court
Ceres, CA   95307
DHB1221@me.com
TJ Carskadon - Vern’s Stage
tjcarskadon@gmail.com
Debra Livermore – 
Vern’s manager
916-601-7233
deblivermore@gmail.com
Kathleen Rushing – Music 
Camp Children’s Program
9780 Mennet Way
San Ramon, Ca 94583
925 828 5825
Kafween@mac.com
Lisa Burns - Corporate 
Sponsorship Coordinator
lisa@lisaonbass.com
Larry Baker – Concessions
209-785-4693
roaddog@caltel.com
Chris Bockover - Safety and 
Hospitality Coordinator
Chris Olivolo – 
Stage Construction
colivolo@gmail.com
Stage Lighting - Adam Brace
John Skaar – 
Handicapped Camping
509-427-8928
skaarjohn@gmail.com
Craig Wilson - Full Hookup 
Lottery Coordinator
11119 Academy Avenue,
Bakersfield, CA 93312
661-589-8249
craigw1@sbcglobal.net
DAgmar Mansperger – T-Shirt 
Coordinator
Jim Ingram – 
Entertainment Coordinator
408-847-6837
silvanis@wildblue.net
Dan Martin - Slow Jam 
Coordinator
707 287 6953
powderdan@comcast.net
Ron Rose - Gate Crew 

Coordinator
bg_gittar@yahoo.com
Mike McGar – Gate Ticket Sales
209- 404-4560
mcgarm@yosemite.edu
Bill Meiners – Comp. Tickets
408-683-0666
billmeiners@att.net
Janet Peterson and Peter 
Langston – Music Camp Directors
CBAcamp@psl.to
Charlene Sims - Raffle 
co-ordinator 
casims@msn.com
Carol Canby - Water Booth 
coord.
530-832-0340
canbysonthego@msn.com
Dorothy McCoy - Headquarters 
Telephone co-ordinator 
530-663-0025
rd53mccoy@gmail.com
Patty Thorpe - Utility coordinator 
916-929-9185
John Lonczak - 
Dancing coordinator
408- 247-5706
Mike Martin - 
Handicap Taxi Coordinator 
707-333-5784
Cameron Little - Signs
Storage Transport Coordinator - 
Roy West

Web Team
Bands – Grant Johnston
livebluegrass@aol.com
Calendar – Candy Sponhaltz
candy.sponhaltz@gmail.com
Kids on Bluegrass Page 
Jill Cruey
jillc@netvista.net
Sharon Elliott
shickey6@yahoo.com
Bill Downs - Links , Music 

Board of Directors
David Brace - Father’s Day 
Festival Director
2608 Paradise Road
Modesto, CA   95358
DHB1221@me.com
Darby Brandli - President /Youth 
Program Coordinator
2106 - 9th Avenue
Oakland, CA 94606-2612
510-735-6364
darbyandbruno@comcast.net
Tim Edes – Chairman of the 
Board
17720 Telfer Drive
Morgan Hill, CA 95037
408-779-5456
t.edes@verizon.net
Montie Elston – Treasurer
5631 Tish Circle
Olivehurst, CA 95961
530-763-5056
fiddle3@comcast.net
Steve Goldfield - Old-Time Music 
Coordinator
4428 Tompkins Avenue
Oakland, CA 94619
510-482-8970
stevegoldfield@yahoo.com
Dave Gooding - TAG Chairman
P.O. Box 462
Elmira, CA   95625-0462
davegooding@sbcglobal.net
Mark Hogan – Sebastopol 
Festival Director
3980 Monika Court
Sebastopol, CA  95472
707-829-8012
hogiemoon@comcast.net
Jack Hyland
P.O.Box 333
Hughson, CA  95326
209-303-0015
jck49hyland@yahoo.com
Jim Ingram - FDF Entertainment 
Coordinator, FDF Contracts
5270 Hecker Pass
Gilroy, CA  95020
408-847-6837
silvanis@wildblue.net
Carl Pagter – Chairman Emeritus
17 Julianne Court
Walnut Creek, CA 94595-2610
925-938-4221
carlpagter@astound.net
Larry Phegley - 
Membership Chair
cba.membership14@gmail.com
J.D. Rhynes – Director Emeritus 
P.O. Box 1303
West Point, CA 95255-1303
209-293-1296
jdrhynes@volcano.net
Geoffrey Sargent - Assistant to 
the Chairman
1477 Via Manzanas
San Lorenzo, CA  94580
510-207-2046
geoffreysargent@gmail.com

Officers
Darby Brandli - President
2106 - 9th Avenue
Oakland, CA 94606-2612
510 735-6364
darbyandbruno@comcast.net
Montie Elston -- Treasurer
5631 Tish Circle
Olivehurst, CA   95961
fiddle3@comcast.net
Valerie Cornejo – Assistant 
Treasurer
916-712-7067
notableval@sbcglobal.net
Colleen Hogan – Secretary
colleen_hogan@comcast.net
Larry Phegley - Membership 
Management VP
395 Del Monte Center, PMB 
117
Monterey, CA 93940
831 233 0448
cba_membership@yahoo.com
Steve and Kathy West- 
Membership Recruitment

Director of Operations - Rick Cornish 
at 209-588-9214 or 

rickcornish7777@hotmail.com

Also...  Bluegrass instructional ma-
terial for guitar, fiddle, mandolin, 
bass, dobro and banjo.  The CBA's 
Darrell Johnston Kids Lending 
Library is looking to fill the shelves 
with bluegrass instructional mate-
rial for kids to check out.  Please 
send any items to:  
DJKLL/Librarian,  c/o Bruce Long, 
P.O. Box 843, Roseville, CA 95678  
Your donation is tax deductible.  

WANTED
Instruments for the  CBA’s

Darrell Johnston Lending Library. 
Help a young person become a 

musician. 
Donate bluegrass instruments, 

old or new.

Info at: kidslendinglibrary@gmail.com

Drop off for FDF
DJKLL instrument
donations:
CAMP SPAM!!
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California Bluegrass Association Membership Application
First Name Last Name Spouse:  First Name Last Name
____________________  ____________________                    __________________  ______________________
Address __________________________________  Child(ren) __________________________________________
City ____________________________  State _______  Zip __________  Year of Birth __________________

Phone __________________________  Email: _______________________________

Membership includes 12 issues of the Bluegrass Breakdown, and discount prices for 
all CBA sponsored festivals and concerts.  Band memberships available for out-of-
state bands.  Each member is entitled to one copy of the publication.  Please write 
names and addresses on a separate sheet of paper. Prices subject to change 
without notice. Out of United States? Postal rates may be higher, please 
inquire.

Membership Categories:
Single Membership $25.00
With Spouse/other added $30.00
Teens 16-18 (voting) $5.00 each
(Children under 16 included free)
Band Memberships Out of State Only
(3-5 Members) $40.00

Please sign me up for the following:
_____ Single - 1 vote for _____ year(s) @$25
_____ Couple - 2 votes for _____ year(s) @$30
_____ Add ____ voting Children @$5 each

Children’s names and birthdates: __________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

If Senior Citizens (65 and over), please list birth years:
____________________________________________

____ New    ____ Renewal of Member #_____________

Membership Total  $________________

TOTAL ENCLOSED $________________
Please make checks payable to California Bluegrass Association (CBA).  

Mail to: CBA Membership Vice President Larry Phegley
P O Box 1143

Seaside, CA 93955

For information, call  831 233 0448
or email cba.membership14@gmail.com

California Bluegrass Association
Bluegrass Breakdown

is published monthly as a tabloid newspaper at PO Box 152, San Ramon, 
CA 94583, by the California Bluegrass Association.  The CBA is a non-
profit organization founded in 1974 and is dedicated to the furtherance of 
Bluegrass, Old-Time, and Gospel music.  The views of the authors does not 
nessesarily reflect the views of the CBA or its Board of Directors. Member-
ship in the CBA costs $25 a year and includes a subscription to the Bluegrass 
Breakdown.  A spouse’s membership may be added for an additional $5 and 
children between 13 and 18 for $1.00 per child.  Children 13-18 who wish 
to vote will have to join for $10.00.  Names and ages are required.
 Band memberships are only available for the out of state bands; cost 
is $40.  Subscription to the Bluegrass Breakdown without membership is 
available only to foreign locations.  Third class postage is paid at Stockton, 
California.  Bluegrass Breakdown (USPS 315-350).  Postmaster please send 
address changes to:  Bluegrass Breakdown, P.O. Box 152 San Ramon, CA 
94583.   Copy and advertising deadline is the 1st of the month, one month 
prior to publication (i.e. February  deadline is January 1st, etc).     
 Members are encouraged to attend all board meetings. Please contact 
any board member or call the CBA office at 209-588-9214 for information 
and directions.
           Please send all contributions and advertisements to:

Mark Varner, editor - P.O. Box 1245, Boulder Creek, CA 95006
831-338-0618 -- email mrvarner@ix.netcom.com

Visit our Web Site at: www.cbaontheweb.org
Editor .........................................................................Mark Varner
Publicity Director/Breakdown contributing writer....George Martin
Columnist ............................................................. Roger Siminoff
Columnist ................................................................. Allan French
Columnist ..................................................... Eileen Kleinschmidt
Columnist ............................................................... Darby Brandli
Columnist................................................................Cliff Compton
Columnist .......................................................................Joe Weed
Columnist .............................................................. Geff Crawford
Columnist ......................................................................Sid Lewis
Columnist ...............................................................Wayne Erbsen
Photography............. ......................... Bob Calkins, Mike Melnyk
Graphics.........................................Stephen Johnson, Mark Varner
Recording Reviews & Interviews ..........................Brenda Hough
©2010 California Bluegrass Association.  All Rights Reserved.  Reprint requests 
must be made in advance by contacting the Editor.

Bluegrass Breakdown  Advertising Rates
Display Advertising
Full Page- 10” wide X 12.75” high ......................... $255.00
Half Page  - horizontal -- 10” wide X 6.5” tall ....... $144.00
Half Page - vertical -- 4.5” wide X 12.75” tall  ...... $134.00
Quarter Page 4.5” wide X 6.5” tall ........................... $70.00
Business Card - 2 columns wide (3 7/8”) X 2” tall  .. $35.00
 Flyer insertion is available. Inquire for cost. 
 Other sizes of advertising are available. Discount pricing is applied to pre-paid ads running 3 
months, 6 months or 12 months. Please call 831-338-0618 or email: mrvarner@ix.netcom.com for 
further information.
 Advertisements should be submitted as PDF (or other approved format) files either on disc, CD or 
via e-mail.  Advertisements can be produced by the editor upon request if artwork and photographs are 
submitted in advance. 
 Advertising proofs can be FAXed or e-mailed upon request if typesetting and/or layout is required.  
Please allow at least 5 extra days for production.
 Special rates are in place for festival issues, due to the greater amount of issues printed and copies 
distributed. This is usually 200% of the regular rate, but the Board of Directors of the CBA reserves the 
right to change the policy at their discretion.  Please contact the Editor for more details.

Classified Advertising
 The current rates for classified ads are based on 3 1/2 inches of typed copy and are as follows:  
$8.00 for the first three lines and 50¢ for each additional line. 
 All advertising must be paid for in advance unless prior arrangements have been made for billing.  
A 12% late fee will be charged if advertising invoices are not paid within 60 days of billing.

Make checks payable to the California Bluegrass Association and send check and ad to: 
Mark Varner, Editor Bluegrass Breakdown

P.O. Box 1245, Boulder Creek, CA 95006
Phone 831-338-0618 or email mrvarner@ix.netcom.com

Ads can be uploaded to the CBA FTP site at: http://www.cbaontheweb.org/AdUpload.asp

Four color ads
................$320.00
................$180.00
................$170.00
..................$90.00
..................$45.00

Black & White ads

Save trees! Get your 
Bluegrass Breakdown 

electronically. 
Contact Larry at

cba.membership14@
gmail.com

and let him know you don’t 
need USPS delivery.

I say!

Looks like a 
membership 
application!

    
    

What’s t
his?!

TERMS OF TICKET SALES FOR CBA EVENTS. Festivals, con-
certs, and other events sponsored by the CBA are held rain or 
shine, and there will be no refunds or rain checks.  In the event 
a festival, concert, or event is cancelled due to natural disaster, 
fire, or act of God, CBA will not give refunds but will allow valid 
ticket holders to have admission to the following year’s event 
free of charge.  Artist schedules and performance times are sub-
ject to change without prior notice. 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK - Darby Brandli, CBA President

hookup (FHU) pads are now and 
we did not use the Fairgrounds 
“proper.”  There was a main stage 
and there were Children’s Activ-
ities in the afternoon held up at 
the Gazebo with about a dozen 
children in attendance.  The bath-
rooms and showers in the FHU 
were new and are still referred to as 
the new showers.
 Now we have a Music Camp 
preceding the festival and a 4 day 
Youth Academy during the festival.  
The festival itself has three stages, a 

 This is my favorite column of 
the year.  It is the shortest column 
and it introduces people to the Fa-
ther’s Day Festival week at Grass 
Valley on the Nevada County Fair-
grounds.  My family are newbies 
to the festival and the CBA, we 
didn’t discover either until the late 
1980’s.  This year we all celebrate 
the 39th year of this remarkable 
organization and event.
 The first year we attended, our 
children were small and so was the 
event.  The stage was where the full 

vibrant Youth Program, a separate 
website where you can pull up a 
schedule (www.fathersdayfestival.
com) and there are no longer lines 
at the three pay phones on Sunday 
to call our fathers and wish them 
happy Father’s Day.  Many are no 
longer with us and now our grand-
children attend the Children’s Ac-
tivities which are called KidFest (or 
FunGrass with the Music Camp).  
The Kids on Bluegrass (KOB) is 
no longer directly across the road 
from us but is instead in its own 

dedicated spot next to the water 
ditch.  
 There is still dedicated tent 
camping inside Gate 4 and our 
camp is called Camp Spam.  We 
will accept all donations of instru-
ments for the Darrell Johnston In-
strument Lending Library at our 
camp this year.  Stop by and say 
“howdy”, the only thing that has 
remained the same is the spot we 
camp and the enthusiasm we feel 
for this week.  
 We will help you join the 

CBA so you, too, can have the 
Association as a large part of your 
life.

CALL TO ORDER
 Tim Edes, Chairman of the 
Board, called the meeting to order 
at 10:00 a.m. Saturday April 26, 
2014 at the CBA Spring Campout, 
Stanislaus County Fairgrounds, 900 
N. Broadway, Turlock, CA 95380.

ROLL CALL
 Board Members Present:  
Darby Brandli, David Brace, Tim 
Edes, Montie Elston, Steve Gold-
field, Mark Hogan, Jack Hyland, Jim 
Ingram, Geoffrey Sargent 
 Board Members Absent:  Dave 
Gooding, Angelica Grim
 Officers Present:  Valerie 
Cornejo, Rick Cornish, Colleen 
Hogan, Carl Pagter, Larry Phegley, 
Lucy Smith
 Members Present:  Kelly 
Broyles, John Erwin, Charlene Sims, 
Stuart Sims

SETTING OF THE AGENDA
 The Board approved the meet-
ing agenda with five changes.

APPROVAL OF THE MARCH 
2014 BOARD MEETING 
MINUTES
 The Board approved March 
meeting minutes as written.
 
PERSONS DESIRING TO AD-
DRESS THE BOARD ON UNA-
GENDIZED ITEMS
 None

OLD BUSINESS 
Leadership Positions and FDF 
Comp List
 The Board confirmed the fol-
lowing open positions:

•	Lucy	Smith	–	IBMA	Liaison
•	Alex	Cameron	–	FDF	Commu-
nication & Transportation Coor-
dinator
•	Jamie	Maddox	–	FDF	Ice	Booth	
/ Ice Wagon Coordinator 
•	Randy	Morton	 –	 FDF	 Electri-
cal Coordinator under general 
supervision of Tim Edes

Statewide Area Activities VP
 Marcos Alvira accepted the po-
sition with the understanding that 
he will not run the campouts. David 
Brace handled the spring campout 
but asked the board to find a Cam-
pout Coordinator. 

2014 Old Time Campout
 Steve Goldfield distributed the 
budget for the Old Time Campout, 

which is scheduled for August 22-24 
at the Lake Sonoma Campground. 
Steve is still exploring alternative lo-
cations for next year. 

General FDF Business Discussion
•	There	 are	 currently	 four	 open-
ings for the Youth Academy at 
the 42 participant level. The 
Board agreed we can go up to 49 
attendees without re-approval. 
•	All	 contracts	 are	 in	 with	 the	
exception of the cleaning crew, 
which David Brace is still work-
ing on.  
•	The	 fairgrounds	 beer	 &	 wine	
booth has been demolished but 
a new one should be available by 
June 5th. If something happens 
to delay construction, the fair-
grounds will make other arrange-
ments for us.
•	The	 Nevada	 County	 Fair-
grounds is considering pouring a 
slab for a permanent stage area. 
There is no guarantee it will be in 
the location that the CBA uses. 
The board agreed that we need 
a long-term contract/ guarantee 
from the fairgrounds if we are 
asked to invest in construction. 
•	Changes	will	be	instituted	at	the	
gate, including opening Gate 1 
on Thursday and better signage. 
•	We	 have	 rented	 an	 extra	 bas-
ket-type lift that will make stage 
set-up easier and safer. 
•	There	is	an	event	happening	the	
week before the FDF. They have 
the fairgrounds until Sunday at 
noon, which impacts advanced 
RV hookups. This will be pub-
lished on the website and Break-
down.
•	There	will	be	an	RV	show	at	the	
festival. 
•	Tim	Edes	is	working	on	the	pre-
ferred seating area at the front of 
stage.
•	There	were	questions	about	who	
to contact regarding scrim adver-
tising. Anyone who has potential 
advertisers should work with Da-
vid Brace for now.

Audio Archive Project
 Mark Hogan reported that the 
Marin County Library is willing to 
take on the project of digitizing the 
FDF audio tapes for no charge using 
student interns. The main objective 
is to preserve the tapes for historical 
purposes and keep them from deteri-
orating further.

NEW BUSINESS
IBMA Report
 Lucy Smith discussed some of 
the things she is working on so far 
in her role as IBMA Liaison. She has 
reviewed the 28 page job descrip-
tion thoroughly and met with Larry 
Kuhn. Six out of eight team members 
are already confirmed to work the 
CBA Suite. 
 The board approved the expense 
to co-sponsor the IBMA brunch 
again this year. It is hoped that the 
Earl Brothers will be the band that 
plays at the brunch. One of the perks 
of the sponsorship package that CBA 
members can get is the 10% discount 
on the business conference and Wide 
Open Bluegrass Festival if they book 
through Lucy Smith.

RV Parking for Bands at FDF
 Jim Ingram reported that there 
are three spaces reserved for touring 
bands if needed. He would like a pol-
icy to address the needs of showcase 
bands, potentially reserving some 
spaces in the electric only area in the 
field if they confirm early. Jim was 
asked to come up with a recommend-
ed policy that would go into effect in 
2015. 

Web Expenditure
 The Board approved an expense 
to	 upgrade	 the	 software	 required	 to	
manage the online calendar.

Board Resignation
 Angelica Grim-Doerful submit-
ted her resignation from the Board 
via email. This is mainly due to her 
relocation to Florida, which was not 
anticipated at the time she ran for the 
Board. The board voted to appoint 
Larry Phegley as her replacement. 

FDF Volunteer Positions
 David Brace and Deb Livermore 
are working to confirm the volunteer 
positions for Father’s Day Festival so 
they can order the t-shirts. The board 
agreed to provide the t-shirt with a 
blue background for volunteers. Vol-
unteers are needed for Kid Fest.

FDF Photographer Appointment
 Scott Peterson was approved as 
an additional FDF photographer for 
2014. The board discussed the num-
ber of photographers at FDF but lack 
of representation at regional festivals 
and smaller events. It was suggested 
that we consider selecting photogra-
phers by geographic area. 

2015 FDF Branding
 Geoff Sargent and Lucy Smith 
were asked to work together to come 
up with a recommendation for mar-
keting materials to be taken to IBMA 
for the 40th anniversary Father’s Day 
festival.

House Concert 
 David Brace would like to hold 
a house concert at his river house 
featuring Frank Solivan, Jr. He was 
asked to contact Lee Hardesty to dis-
cuss the details of the CBA’s liability 
if we sponsor it.

REPORTS
Executive Committee Report 
 Geoff Sargent reported on a few 
actions taken by the Executive Com-
mittee between meetings:

•	Approved	a	mercantile	expendi-
ture for software and moving the 
trailer around 
•	Approved	 donating	 two	 FDF	
Tickets for raffle at the Clover-
dale Fiddle Festival 
•	Approved	 an	 expenditure	 for	
barcoding software
•	Addressed	 a	 ticket	 reimburse-
ment	question	from	a	member
•	Arranged	for	the	setup	of	a	CBA	
Booth at the Parkfield Festival
•	Approved	 the	Old	Time	Cam-
pout budget

Membership Report 
 Larry Phegley emailed the mem-
bership report before the meeting 
showing a total of 2488 members at 
the beginning of April. Members are 
generally responsive to the reminders 
he sends.  

Treasurer’s Report
 Montie Elston handed out the 
current Balance Sheet. As of April 24, 
Music Camp is $4,300 behind where 
it was at the same time last year and 
FDF is about $4,000 behind, but this 
is not significant because of timing 
of bank deposits compared to 2013. 
He also handed out a Music Camp 
Transaction Report, which he used 
to explain the ways he codes scholar-
ship donations.

Music Camp Report 
 Geoff Sargent reported that 
there are 190 students registered to 
date but he expects 210-220. They 
are still looking for a site for a winter 
camp event in 2015. 

Area Activities VP Reports
•	Mark	 Hogan	 (North	 Bay	
Coast) – Mark announced that 
the Cloverdale Old Time Fiddle 
Festival went well and ended up 
in the black. He has a ½ size fid-
dle from one of the fiddle district 
members to donate to the CBA’s 
lending library.
•	Lucy	 Smith	 (Butte/Tehama)	
– reported that the she just had 
a concert with John Reichman 
but won’t do any other concerts 
this summer due to the number 
of other events going on. There 
are two regular jams in the Chico 
area. 
•	Larry	 Phegley	 (South	 Bay/
Monterey) – reported that the 
attendance has been dropping at 
the Morgan Hill jam but the oth-
er jams in his area are doing well. 
•	Bruno	 Brandli	 (East	 Bay)	 –	
Darby Brandli reported for Bru-
no that the Monday night jam at 
Rooster’s Roadhouse in Alameda 
did not work out. It is now on the 
2nd & 4th Thursdays. Because 
it is a restaurant as well as a bar, 
children can attend.
•	Kelly	 Broyles,	 though	 not	 an	
Area Activities VP., announced 
that he is interested in helping 
revive the Kings River Festival in 
2015. 

President’s Report
 Darby Brandli announced again 
that she is not planning to run for the 
board next year. She emphasized that 
we need to encourage younger mem-
bers to run. 

Chairman’s Report
 Tim Edes thanked David Brace 
for stepping up to run the campout. 
He stated that everything else he 
needed to discuss was covered in the 
meeting agenda.

CONFIRM TIME AND PLACE 
FOR THE 
MAY BOARD MEETING
 Next meeting is 10:00 a.m. Sat-
urday May 17, 2014 at the Brandli 
home, 2106 9th Ave, Oakland, CA 
94606. 

ADJOURNMENT
 Meeting adjourned at 1:10pm.

Minutes compiled by 
Colleen Hogan, CBA 

Secretary

Darby Brandli

Minutes of the April 26, 2014 - California Bluegrass Association Board Meeting
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It’s about time……
By Tim Edes, Chair, Board of Directors
California Bluegrass Association
 
 Don’t you think it’s about time to treat our Life-
time Members and our Bill and Faye Downs Super 
Volunteer Award winners to a little extra something? 
A special perk just for them? Well, the Board of Direc-
tors feel it is!
 New this year will be a special reserved seating 

New seating area at FDF honors vols

Larry Phegley has joined the 
CBA Board of Directors.

Introducing new CBA 
Board member, Larry 
Phegley

Rosanna Young was much beloved
 She lov-
ingly cared 
for everyone 
she knew and 
some she nev-
er met.  She 
worked as a 
b o o kke ep er 
for 22 years.  
She was the 
volunteer co-
ordinator for 
the California 
Bluegrass As-
sociation for 
several years.  Rosanna was a long-time member of the 
Pioneer Union Church of Gold Run.  
 She left her family the following handwritten 
note:  “Don’t be sad.  I’m with Jesus”.

 Rosanna Young of Colfax, CA passed away peace-
fully with her family by her side on Tuesday, May 6 in 
Auburn, CA.  She was 85 years old.  She had fought a 
long and courageous battle with leukemia and we are 
comforted to know that she is no longer suffering.
 Rosanna was born on December 13, 1928 in San 
Jose CA.  She is survived by her husband of 69 years, 
David Young.  Also her sons Jeff, Rich and Ken Young, 
her daughter Janice Hall, and her grandchildren Jenni-
fer Haas, David J. Young and Cori-Jo Young-Starks.
Rosanna loved her family most but she also loved blue-
grass, country and gospel music and all of her friends, 
who would listen, sing and play it with her.  She played 
guitar, stand-up bass, autoharp and sang beautifully.
She was an amazing artist at everything she did.  She 
made the best fudge that anyone has ever tasted.  She 
crafted 8 beautiful guitars in her home workshop.  She 
hand-painted	 China,	 refurbished	 antique	 furniture	
and caned chairs.

Rosanna Young.

By Larry Phegley
 Greetings to my fellow bluegrass 
fans in the CBA.    I am Larry Phegley 
and I joined the Board in April to re-
place Angelica Grim, who resigned.    
 This is the ninth year that I have 
been involved with the music and it 
has been life altering.  I only hope that 
I can have an opportunity to give back 
a little of what I have received.  
 I have an interest in attracting 
younger people to the music.  To 
advance that goal, I hosted a small 
jam on move-in day at San Jose State 
University last year.   There is a local 
library that hosts music type events.  
I want to approach them about have 
a “pre-concert” lecture on what blue-
grass is.  This would be targeted to 
middle school age children.  
 I have been the Area Activities 
Vice President for the South Bay for 
a while. Besides running a couple of 
jams, I have begun to add local blue-
grass activities to my weekly jam re-
minder message.  
Last year was my first year to organize 
the “Great 48”.  I greatly appreciate 
your support for that event and hope 
you will consider attending again.  In-

cluding the stage shows.  It should be 
as spectacular as ever or more so. 
 I have been the membership 
management Vice President since last 
August.  This is a really big job.   I will 
continue to serve tirelessly on your be-
half in this post.
 I encourage each and everyone of 
you to step forward and help out.  It’s 
a great way to create lasting relation-
ships.
 What a great organization the 
CBA is.  The fantastic festivals I have 
attended.  The concerts sponsored by 
the CBA and youth music camp to 
pass the gift on to future generations.  

area at the front of the stage as a way to honor these 
people, as well as providing them a special treat. Each 
of these men and women have distinguished them-
selves by their extraordinary contributions in helping 
the California Bluegrass Association meet its mis-
sion…to preserve and promote the music we love. 
The CBA board of directors believes strongly that our 
Lifetime Members and our Super Volunteer Award 
winners have earned their spot front and center. Please 
give ‘em a wave of thanks when you pass by.

stage and channel my inner Jerry Doug-
las.  Do you think I could pull it off ?
 Oh and don’t forget about our own 
personal yoga meister, Ernie Noyes, who 
will bend you into shape for the rest of 
the day with his bluegrass breakdown 
yoga, aka hillbilly yoga.  Actually Ernie’s 
yoga is pretty popular even if you have to 
wake up early, or pick all night, to attend 
the pre-breakfast class.
 There is a list of other tentative elec-
tives too long for this article but needless 
to say there are some interesting electives 
that might include possible subjects 
from sad songs to jams covering your 
favorite bluegrass musician to the more 
physically challenging electives that in-
volve actually moving your feet!  Stay 
tuned for the final word on the elective 
list.
 This year we are trying something 
new and Dana Thorin of Music Caravan 
will be running the camp store, which 
will be open all day from breakfast to 
supper, Monday through Wednesday. 
In past music camps, Dana has had her 
Music Caravan tent set-up to sell us any 
music supplies you forgot to bring, but 
this year Dana will be running the whole 
shebang…..selling music supplies and all 
the instructor materials, CDs, books, 
and who knows maybe some collectable 
bluegrass 8-track tapes!  However, if she 
has some collectables from the 70s and 
80s, I can pretty much guarantee that 
mullets and shag haircuts will not be 
among those fond memories.
 Every year, between the end of camp 
on Wednesday and the start of the festi-
val on Thursday, the music camp puts on 
a free concert that you will read about 

The Run-up and Run-down for the 
2014 Music Camp

ranged through folk, folk-rock, recording with Te-
jano accordionist Flaco Jimenez, the iconic Old and 
in the Way band with Jerry Garcia, David Grisman 
and Vassar Clements, and his current two-pronged 
approach with his electric Peter Rowan’s Twang an’ 
Groove band and his acoustic Peter Rowan Blue-
grass Band.
 It’s this latter group that will be appearing at 
Grass Valley.  Rowan will be accompanied by CBA 
favorite son Keith Little on banjo, Mike Witcher 
on Dobro and Paul Knight, taking a little time off 
from his sound system dials and sliders, on bass. 
 Rowan co-wrote the classic “Walls of Time” 
with Bill Monroe and has since penned other, more 
progressive classics such as “Land of the Navajo,” 
“Panama Red” and “Midnight Moonlight.” Last 
year he was the subject of a documentary film, “The 
Tao of Bluegrass -- A Portrait of Peter Rowan” by 
filmmaker Christine Funk.  The film debuted at 
the Mill Valley Film Festival last October to great 
acclaim and has since been playing at various sites 
around the country.  (You can view a trailer and 
even buy a DVD of the film at www.south40films.
com.)
 “Everything Peter Does, his singing, his song-
writing, his guitar playing, all of those things are 
so incredible, each one of them separately,” Alison 
Krauss says in the movie. “To me, what a magical 
performer he is, along with those talents.  You don’t 
watch anybody else if Peter is on stage.”
 This year’s Grass Valley lineup will range from 
traditional to progressive, some old time music and 
a nod to California’s bluegrass history with A Trib-
ute to Vern & Ray with Laurie Lewis and Kathy 
Kallick.
 On the traditional side reigning IBMA male 
vocalist of the year Junior Sisk and his band, Ram-
bler’s Choice will perform.  Sisk’s group also took 
the band of the year title at the Society for the Pres-
ervation of Bluegrass Music in America (SPBG-
MA) convention last January in Jefferson City, MO.
 For fans of more progressive bluegrass, the 
Deadly Gentlemen bring their jam band aesthet-

Stars align at the 2014 CBA Grass Valley event
ic and their repertoire gleaned from other (rock, 
punk) genres.  Somewhere in the middle is The 
Lonesome River Band, which is celebrating its 30th 
year as a unit this year.  The group is looking back 
with a three-CD retrospective: Chronology Vol-
umes One-Three.
 The Bucking Mules and the Foghorn String 
Band will please fans of old time music. Besides 
their stage performances, each band will play a 
contra dance in the Sugar Pine Lodge -- the Buck-
ing Mules on Friday at 5:50 p.m. and the Foghorn 
String Band at 6:45 p.m. Saturday night.  Masha 
Goodman Crawford will call the steps each night.
 Roland White has made a lot of friends at 
Grass	Valley	in	recent	years	as	he	is	a	frequent	man-
dolin instructor at CBA Bluegrass Camp.  This year 
he brings his own band: Brian Christianson on fid-
dle, Diane Bouska on guitar, John Weisberger on 
bass and banjo virtuoso Richard Bailey.
 A Tribute to Vern & Ray with Laurie Lew-
is and Kathy Kallick takes the main stage at 3:55 
p.m. on Saturday.  I saw Laurie and Kathy do this 
material at a shakedown concert in San Francisco a 
few weeks ago and I can’t wait to hear them do it at 
Grass Valley.  The always-special duet of Laurie and 
Kathy, plus occasional help from Tom Rozum and 
Patrick Sauber, combined with the great old songs 
that Ray Park and Vern Williams used to do make 
for a great show.
 Five California non-touring bands are on the 
festival stage this year: High Country, Bean Creek, 
The Sisters Grim, Matt and George and Their Pleas-
ant Valley Boys, and the old-time group Ragged But 
Right.
 And of course Grass Valley is more than the 
music on stage.  The campgrounds will be filled 
with jammers nearly 24 hours a day, there are a great 
selection of food vendors (including some of the 
best ice cream confections on the planet), music ac-
cessories and instruments, hats and various tchotsk-
es, and an entire building full of beautiful hand-
made instruments and the craftsmen who made 
them.  And as usual, a people mover will cruise the 
grounds, transporting fans from the farthest reach-
es of the camping areas to the stages.

From page A-1

From page A-1 in more detail elsewhere in this edition 
of the Breakdown.  The Wednesday eve-
ning concert is open to all, music camp-
ers and early arriving festival goers, and 
usually showcases our music camp bands 
of camp volunteers, as well as a headline 
performance by some of our music camp 
instructors.  All I will say is that Molly 
Tuttle and John Mailander are our head-
liners this year.  Molly and John played 
an unforgettable set on Vern’s stage last 
year and we are very lucky to have them 
perform for us again.  Folks, this is a 
must see performance that I know you 
will be talking about for years to come.
 Music camp registration opened 
at noon on February 7th, 2014 and we 
are almost full but there are still a few 
slots open so get your web browser over 
to our Music Camp website at http://
www.cbamusiccamp.org to register and 
to get more breaking news.  If you have 
other	questions,	and	want	to	make	sure	
the class you want is still available, please 
contact us at info@cbamusiccamp.org.  
Keep on jamming and we hope to see 
y’all at Music Camp this summer June 
8-11 at Grass Valley, CA and maybe we’ll 
see you at Winter Camp in 2015!

Join or renew your CBA 
membership on line and save 

a stamp. 
Easy, fast, secure.

www.cbaontheweb.
org
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That’s right - NO retuning!
The Ferguson

PERFECT PITCH CAPO

“The only capo that does NOT go sharp!”

Stop by our booth in front of the Luthier’s 
Pavilion or see it in use by Al - the inventor 

of the Perfect Pitch Capo - playing with 
“Ragged But Right”. 

Main Stage - Friday, 12:00 - 12:50
Pioneer Stage - Thursday, 6:50 - 7:40

October 3-5, 2014
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California Bluegrass Way
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BLUEGRASS

KITCHEN
JD’s

JD RHYNES

By Ted Custer 
 Hard-living, larger than life and 
universally known in the bluegrass 
world, J.D. Rhynes also happens to 
be an excellent cook. He’s shared 20 
years of recipes, stories, and home-
spun philosophy with readers of the 
Bluegrass Breakdown, the newspa-
per of the California Bluegrass Asso-
ciation.
 Now you can read and follow 
J.D. Rhynes’ down-home recipes in 
your own kitchen! J.D.’s Bluegrass 
Kitchen is a handsome illustrated 
cookbook that delivers a heaping 
helping of J.D.’s tasty cooking, col-
orful yarns, and observations on the 
art of living. Use it at home or in the 
festival campground.
 But that’s not all! Along with a 
healthy selection of recipes and life 
lessons, J.D.’s Bluegrass Kitchen 
comes with a special musical dessert 
course. Pop the included CD in your 
player and listen to hot bluegrass 
versions of J.D.’s recipes and stories 
while you cook!
 J.D.’s Bluegrass Kitchen will be 
available soon for purchase from the 
CBA. You can help make the book 
come to life! Reserve your own copy 
by pledging a donation at http://
cookbook.cbaontheweb.org.

Longtime Breakdown columnist J.D. Rhynes cookbook in the works

April 2
008  

Bluegrass Breakdown   
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CBA Calendar of Upcoming Music Events

Continued from B-14

the 4th Sunday of every month 

from 1-4 pm at the Thermalito 

Grange, Thermalito, CA.  For 

information, call 530-589-

4844.

•Various locations – Pickin’ 

Potlucks and Jams on the 

2nd Sunday of each month in 

Alameda and Contra Costa 

Counties.  Potluck from noon 

to 5 pm along with jam session.  

The jams will be held in various 

private homes in Oakland, 

Berkeley and El Cerito.  For 

information and exact location, 

email Metronome7@aol.com 

or visit h
ttp://www.pickinpot-

lucks.com/

MONDAY

•Alameda – Bluegrass Jam every 

Monday at McGrath’s Iris
h Pub 

on the corner of Lincoln and 

Stanton in Alameda, CA.  For 

information, contact Darby 

Brandli at 510-533-2792 or 

email darbyandbruno@com-

cast.net.

•Oakland – Bluegrass Jam at 8 

pm every Monday beginning 

at 6 pm at the Baja Taqueria, 

4070 Piedmont Ave. (near 41st 

Street), O
akland, CA.  For 

information, call Joe Howton 

at 510-547-2252 or email 

TRman2323@aol.com.

•Palo Alto – Old Time Jam ses-

sion, 7 to 10 pm on the first 

and third Monday of every 

month at Fandango Pizza, 

3163 Middlefield Road, Palo 

Alto, CA.  For information, 

call 650-328-0853 or email 

akatiff@sbsglobal.net,

•San Diego  -- O
pen Mic and 

Jam from 6 to 9 pm on the 

4th Monday of every month at 

Godfather's Pizza, 5583 Cla-

remont Mesa Blvd, San Diego, 

CA.  For information, email 

Mike Tatar at staghorn2@cox.

net.

•Signal Hill – Bluegrass Jam 

Session every Monday from 7 

to 10 pm at Curley’s, 1999 E. 

Willow St., Signal Hill, C
A.  

For information, call 562-424-

0018.

TUESDAY

•Berkeley – Bluegrass jam session 

every Tuesday from 7:30 to 

9:30 at the 5th String Music 

Store, 3051 Adaline St., Berke-

ley, CA. The jam is hosted by 

Jacob Groopman of the Don-

ner Mountain Bluegrass Band 

and is open to all skill levels 

and is given in an instructional 

environment.  For information, 

email jgroopman@gmail.com.

•Berkeley -- O
ld-Time Sing Along 

jam from 7:30 - 9:30 pm with 

occasional performances by 

local bands, at Spud's Pizza, 

3290 Adeline (at the corner of 

Alcatraz), B
erkeley, CA.  For 

information, email Larry White 

at laurence.white@gmail.com,

•Dublin – Bluegrass Jam on the 

2nd and 4th Tuesday of every 

month at Dublin Heritage 

Center, 6600 Donlon Way, 

Dublin, CA.  For information, 

call 925-803-4128.

•Escondido – Bluegrass Jam every 

Tuesday from 7 to 10 pm at 

the Round Table Pizza, Ash 

and Washington Streets, Escon-

dido, CA.

•Granada Hills –
 Band perfor-

mance and Bluegrass Jam from 

7 to 10 pm on the 3rd Tuesday 

of every month at Baker's 

Square, 17921 Chatsworth 

Street (at Zelzah) in Granada 

Hills, C
A.  Sponsored by 

the Bluegrass Association of 

Southern California (BASC).  

For information, call 818-700-

8288 or 818-366-7258.

•Loomis – Bluegrass Jam from 6 

to 9 pm every Tuesday evening 

at the Wild Chicken Coffee 

House, Horseshoe Bar & Tay-

lor Rd, Loomis, C
A.  For infor-

mation, call 916-276-1899.

•Palo Alto -- C
eltic Slow Jam 

session from 7 to 9:45 pm 

every Tuesday at Fandango 

Pizza, 3163 Middlefield Road, 

Palo Alto, CA. Hosted by Pete 

Showman.  For information, 

call 408-255-0297.

• San Diego – Bluegrass Jams, 

bands and open mic hap-

pening on the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 

and 4th Tuesday evenings of 

each month. 2nd Tuesday 

– Fuddruckers at Grossmont 

Shopping Center, in La Mesa; 

3rd Tuesday at Fuddruck-

ers on Third Street in Chula 

Vista; and 4th Tuesday at Boll 

Weevils on MiraMesa Blvd 

in San Diego.  2nd and 3rd 

Tuesdays are open mic and 

jams, and 4th Tuesday includes 

a featured band.  Come hungry 

as we get a donation from each 

item sold there.  Just tell them 

you are with the bluegrass club. 

For more information, contact 

Mike Tatar at staghorn@cox.

net.

•Truckee – Bluegrass slo
w jam 

on the 1st Tuesday of every 

month, 6 pm at Between the 

Notes Music Store, Truckee, 

CA.  For information, call Matt 

Milan, 916-276-1899.

WEDNESDAY

•Ben Lomond -- In
termedi-

ate Pickers Jam, 8 pm until 

closing at Henflings Tavern, 

9450 Highway 9, Ben Lo-

mond, CA.  For information, 

call Jered at 831-335-1642 or 

831-336-8811, email jered@

weber-hayes.com or visit w
ww.

henflings.com

•Chico – Bluegrass Jam from 7-9 

pm at A Bean Scene Coffee-

house & Gallery, 1387 E. 8th 

Street, Chico, Ca.  Jam is open 

to all intermediate to advanced 

players.  F
or information, 

call 530-898-9474 or 530-

342-7998, email novakd42@

aol.com or visit w
ww.bfms.

freeservers.com

•Lompoc – Bluegrass Jam from 

7 to 9 pm on the second and 

fourth Wednesday of ever 

month at Southside Cof-

fee Co., 105 South "H" St., 

Lompoc, CA.  For more 

information, call Bill at (805) 

736-8241

•Morgan Hill – Bluegrass Jam 

from 6 to 10 pm on the 1st, 

3rd and 5th Wednesday of ev-

ery month at El Toro Brew Pub 

on the NW corner of Monterey 

and Main Streets in Morgan 

Hill, C
A.  For information, call 

the pub at 408-782-2739 or 

email Dick Simunic at jrsim
u-

nic@hotmail.com.

•Palo Alto – Bluegrass Jam from 

7-10 pm every Wednesday at 

Fandango Pizza, 3163 Middle-

field Road (corner of Loma 

Verde), Palo Alto, CA.  Sign on 

building also says Pommard’s 

Café.  For information, call 

650-494-2928 or visit w
ww.

TheBluegrass.com.

•Placerville – Bluegrass Jam on 

the 2nd Wednesday of every 

month from 7-10 pm at Hid-

den Passage Books, 352 Main 

St, Placerville, CA.  For infor-

mation, call 530-622-4540 or 

530-626-8751.

•San Francisco – Bluegrass and 

Country Jam on the 1st 

Wednesday of every month 

at the Plough and Stars, 116 

Clement St. (between 2nd & 

3rd Ave.), San Francisco, CA.  

For information, contact Jeanie 

or Chuck Poling at 415-751-

1122.

•Santa Rosa – Old-Time and 

Bluegrass jam on the last 

Wednesday of every month 

at The Black Rose Pub, 2074 

Armory Drive, Santa Rosa, CA.  

For more information, call 

Don Coffin at 707-995-0658 

or Ricky Rakin at 707-824-

9376.

THURSDAY

•Berkeley -- Bluegrass Jam session 

at the 5th String Music Store, 

3051 Adeline Street, Berkeley, 

CA.  For information, call Tim 

Hicks at 510-548-8282 or visit 

http://www.5thStringBerkeley.

com

•Chico – CBA Bluegrass Jam from 

6 to 10 pm on the 2nd Thurs-

day of every month at Augie’s 

Café, 230 Salem Street, Chico, 

CA. For more information, call 

530-828-4676. 

•Corte Madera -- M
arin Blue-

grass Jam on the 1st and 3rd 

Thursday of every month from 

7:30 to 10 pm at the Marin 

Lutheran Church, 649 Mead-

owsweet, Corte Madera, CA.  

For information, visit w
ww.

carltonemusic.com

•Los Angeles – Old Time Jam ses-

sion 9 pm to 12 am at the Hy-

perion Tavern, 1941 Hyperion 

Ave., Los Angeles on the 3rd 

Thursday of every month. Free 

admission. For information, 

contact Ben Guzman via email 

at ben@triplechickenfoot.com 

or visit w
ww.myspace.com/tri-

plechickenfoot.

•Morgan Hill – South County 

Bluegrass Jam on the 2nd & 

4th Thursday of each month 

at The Buzz Stop, 17400-1B 

Monterey Road, Morgan Hill, 

CA.  Open jam from 6-10 pm. 

For information, call 408-892-

9157 or email Duane Camp-

bell at dicampbell339@yahoo.

com.

•Napa – Bluegrass and Fiddle Jam 

session every Thursday night 

from 7 to 10 pm in Napa.  For 

information and location, call 

Pat Calhoun at 707- 255-4936.

•Sacramento – Bluegrass jam ses-

sion every Thursday from 7 to 

10 pm at The Fifth String Mu-

sic Store, Alhambra & Streets, 

Sacramento, CA.  For informa-

tion, call 916-442-8282.

•Sacramento – Bluegrass Slow Jam 

from 7 - 10 pm most Th
urs-

days at various Sacramento area 

homes.  C
all John at 916-990-

0719 for dates and location.  

New pickers welcome.

•Sacramento – Bluegrass Jam 

session the 3rd Thursday of 

every month beginning at 7 

pm at Café Refugio Coffee-

house, 1901 Del Paso Blvd., 

Sacramento.  For information, 

contact Matthew Coleman at 

matthewcoleman999@hotmail.

com.

•San Francisco – Bluegrass and 

Old-time music jam on the 4th 

Thursday of every month at the 

Atlas Café, 3049 20th Street at 

Alabama, San Francisco, CA.

•Ventura -- Bluegrass Jam from 

6 to 9:30 pm on the 2nd and 

4th Thursday of every month 

at Zoey's Cafe, 451 E. Main 

Street in Ventura, CA.  All 

skills w
elcome.  For informa-

tion, contact Gene Rubin 

at 805- 658-8311 or email 

gene@generubinaudio.com or 

visit h
ttp://home.earthlink.

net/~generubinaudio/index.

html.

FRIDAY

• Copperopolis – Bluegrass Jam 

session 7 pm on the first and 

third Friday of every month at 

the Old Corner Saloon, 574 

Main Street, Copperopolis, C
a.  

Open to acoustic instruments 

only no drums.  For more 

information, call Mike at (209) 

785-3047.

•Sonora – Bluegrass Jam starting 

at 7 pm on the 2nd and 4th 

Friday of every month at the 

Old Stan, 177 S. Washing-

ton Street, Sonora,CA.  For 

information, email mandobil@

bigvalley.net.

SATURDAY

•Clovis – Bluegrass Jam session 7 

to 11 pm on the 1st and 3rd 

Saturday of every month at the 

Clovis Senior Center, 850 4th 

street, Clovis, C
A.  Th

ere is a 

$1 fee to cover the cost of the 

rental of the hall.  Sponsored 

by the Kings River Bluegrass 

Association. For information, 

contact Gerald L. (Jerry) John-

ston at 559-225-6016; email 

tophawker@yahoo.com or visit 

http://www.KRBLUE.NET.

•Fremont – Bluegrass Jam Session 

on the 1st and 3rd Saturday of 

every month at Mission Pizza 

and Pub, 1572 Washington 

Blvd., Fremont, CA.  For infor-

mation, call 510-651-6858 or 

visit w
ww.missionpizza.com.

•Fresno – Old time fiddle jam 

and dance from 7 – 10 pm 

every Saturday of each month 

at the Senior Citizens Village, 

1917 Chestnut Ave., Fresno, 

CA.  Sponsored by CSOTFA 

Distric
t 2.  For information, 

contact Lynda Emanuels at 

559-924-1766 or email se-

manuels@comcast.net.

•Kingsburg – Bluegrass and Coun-

try jam session and potluck 

from 6-10 pm on the 2nd and 

4th Saturday of every month at 

1450 Ellis S
t., Kingsburg, CA.  

For information, contact Bud 

Cartwright at 559-582-9155 or 

559-582-7680, or email Bud-

Cartwright@comcast.net.

•Long Beach – Jam Session from 

1-6 pm at Fendi's C
afe, 539 E 

Bixby Road, Long Beach, CA.  

For information, call 562-984-

8187.

•Marysville – Regular jam ses-

sion from 3-6 pm on the 1st 

Saturday of every month at 

the Brick Coffee House Cafe, 

Marysville, CA.  For informa-

tion, call -530-743-0413 or 

530 701-5090.

•Redwood City -- Bluegrass Jam, 

noon to 3 pm on the 3rd Satur-

day of every month at Bob's 

Court House Coffee Shop and 

Restaurant, 2198 Broadway, 

Redwood City, C
A. Jennifer 

Kitchen facilitates the Jam and 

her Band "Kitchen Help" may 

be on-hand to add spice to the 

monthly event.  For more in-

formation, call 650-780-0593.

•Sebastopol – CBA Jam Ses-

sion every Saturday from 2 

to 5 pm at Catz Roastery, 

6761 Sebastopol Avenue in 

Sebastopol, CA.  (1st & 2nd 

Saturday – Old-time, bluegrass, 

old-country and more; 3rd 

Saturday – standard Bluegrass 

and last Saturday – pickers 

choice.)  For information, call 

707- 829-6600.

•Squaw Valley – Open Jam and 

Potluck, 5-9 pm on the last 

Saturday of every month at 

the Bear Mountain Library, 

30733 E. Kings Canyon Road 

(Highway 180), Squaw Valley, 

CA.  For information, contact 

Nancy or Henry Zuniga at 

559-338-0026 or 559-476-

0446.

Attention bands, promoters, ven-

ues – if you would like to have 

your performances, 
concerts, 

festivals or jam sessions list
ed in 

Bluegrass Breakdown and on the 

CBA website, please send your 

information to CBA Calendar 

Editor Suzanne Denison at bgs-

breakdown@volcano.net.

Feeling 

helpful?

Contact Rosanna: 

rosanna@

youngconstruction.

com

Volunteer!

CBA members 
can also receive 
the Bluegrass 

Breakdown each 
month in 

pdf form at our 
website: 

cbaontheweb.org 
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 SUMMERGRASS SAN DI-
EGO Celebrates 12 Years Strong 
with this year’s festival happening 
August 15, 16, & 17 at the historic 
Antique Gas & Steam Engine Mu-
seum in Vista, CA.  Summergrass 
2014  is very proud to bring these 
stellar bands to our mainstage  –  
Michael Cleveland & Flamekeep-
er, Special Consensus, Della Mae, 
Bluegrass Etc., Front Country, Vir-
tual Strangers, and Sweet Tidings 
Gospel Jam.  And these bands have 
just been added - Sonoran Dogs, 
Molly Tuttle & John Mailander.  
Prairie Sky, Shirt House Band, and 
Rusty Gait.
 Summergrass 2014 is very 
proud to present some very talent-
ed local bands this year to the line-
up. Local stars will include Virtual 
Strangers, Sweet Tidings Gospel 
Jam, Prairie Sky, Rusty Gait, and 
the Shirt House Band. Come on 
out to support our local talent and 
make sure you see their impressive 
stage shows! We are proud of our 
Southern California talent!
 Our beloved Summergrass 
Kids Camp is returning again this 
year with Front Country as the pri-
mary Kids Camp faculty. All chil-
dren ages 6 to 16 are welcome and 
pre-registration is required.  Early 

sign ups, up to June 5th, will re-
ceive the reduced tuition of $55.  
After June 5th, tuition will increase 
to $65 with registration closing July 
27th. Sign up soon as spaces are go-
ing fast! Our kids have a wonder-
ful experience as they learn how to 
play bluegrass music, and end their 
3-day camp experience with a main-
stage show on Sunday! This show is 
a real jewel at each year’s festival. To 
enroll, go to www.summergrass.net 
and click on Kids Camp or call Ger-
ry at 310-261-5798.  Some scholar-
ships are available. 
 We love our Sponsors! And 
speaking of sponsors, we have 
some great ones.  Just a few Sum-
mergrass sponsors include Buffalo 
Brothers Guitars, Martin Guitars, 
Deering Banjos, Eastman Guitars, 
The Music Link, D’Addarrio Music 
Foundation, KSON, K, San Di-

Summergrass - San Diego, 
August 15-17

ego Union Tribune, North County 
Times, San Diego Reader, Belly Up 
Tavern, Rubio’s, Jersey Mike’s, Fa-
mous Dave’s BBQ, and Starbucks.  
Their support helps Summergrass 
bring our festival experience to the 
greater Southwest region. Thank 
you all!  
 Summergrass will again be 
offering music workshops during 
the festival led by the pros. Also of-
fered will be popular activities for 
the whole family such as Daisy the 
Clown and facepainting. And don’t 
forget the Vendor Village for you 
shoppers, and the many delicious 
food booths at the festival. Every-
thing from the Farm Hand break-
fast to Tri-Tip Barbeque. Yum! 
 Summergrass tickets are very 
affordable and available on-line, by 
mail or at several locations in the 
San Diego area. Every year Sum-
mergrass works hard to keep ticket 
prices down for our festival attend-
ees.  Summergrass 2014 is a great 
entertainment bargain! Discount 
coupons for tickets are available 
through many of the local media in 
print and online.  Facebook Fans: 
Become a ‘friend’ of Summergrass 
San Diego and get the notices of 
when those discount coupons are 
available!

 Like to camp? On site dry 
camping spaces are available with 
early arrival and late departure op-
tions. Electric power options may 
be available. Check our website for 
the latest information. For details, 
give us a call at 858-679-4854 or 
visit our website at www.summer-
grass.net and become our Facebook 
friend at Summergrass San Diego 
where all the inside information on 
bands, fans, etc. is posted.  Great 
updates there!   
 World-class entertainment, in-
strument raffles, music workshops, 
on-site camping, great kids & fam-
ily activities, delicious food, and a 
great vendor village - these are just 
some of the things to do at the won-
derful Summergrass Bluegrass Festi-
val held at the nostalgic and historic 
Antique Gas & Steam. Oh Brother, 
that’s Good Bluegrass!

 Joseph Decosimo & the Buck-
ing Mules, Ginny Hawker & Tra-
cy Schwarz and the Cliffhangers 
(featuring tunesmith extraordinaire 
Mark Simos) will headline next 
September’s BOTMC, now in its 
11th year.  Also appearing will be 
octogenarian West Virginia fiddler 
Franklin George (with banjoist Kim 
Johnson), the Earl White Band, and 
the Onlies, a trio of 16-year-olds 
from the Seattle area.
From Sept. 16 through Sept. 21, 
there will be more jamming oppor-
tunities than ever, plus concerts, 
square dances, instructional work-
shops of all kinds, a panel discus-
sion, the return of movie night (at 
Pacific Film Archive) and of course 
the String Band Contest!
 The  String Band Concert, 
which takes place in Civic Center 
Park on Saturday (free admission!), 
is a joyful celebration of American 
string band music where old and 
new friends gather to make music 
together. All kinds of musicians 
come out of the woodwork: plenty 
of fiddles and banjos playing old 
time and bluegrass, but also man-
dolins playing Italian tarantellas, 
jug bands, Jewish music from the 
Carpathian mountains, Irish jigs 
and reels with step dancers, Mexi-
can fiddle tunes with bajo sexto and 
accordion. Twenty bands compete 
for bags of wooden nickels, redeem-
able for fresh produce at the Berke-
ley Farmers Market, which sponsors 
the contest and is located next to 
the park. Signups start on Sept. 1; 
info is at the BOTMC website.
 This year, Tuesday night will be 
Movie Night at Pacific Film Archive 
with the Opening Night Party held 
on Weds. Thursday and Friday con-
certs are at the Freight & Salvage, 
which will open early for jamming 
hosted by BOTMC performers.  
On Friday at noon, there’s a free 
panel discussion and open jam ses-
sion at U.C. Berkeley.  Saturday 
during the day, folks congregate 
in Civic Center Park for the String 
Band Contest (free admission) and 
in the evening the action moves to 
Ashkenaz, with square dancing in 
the front room and a jam hosted 
by BOTMC performers in the back 
studio.  The callers will teach all the 
dances, no experience is necessary, 
and you don’t need to bring a part-
ner.  All ages are welcome! 
 What about the kids?  Activ-
ities especially for them include a 
Saturday morning concert at the 
Berkeley Main Branch Library fea-
turing Seattle’s WB Reid (former 
fiddler with the Tallboys) & Bonnie 
Zahnow, and the Sunday afternoon 
Family Dance at Ashkenaz, with 
music by the Onlies and a caller  
who will teach every dance, includ-
ing some that even babes in arms 
can do!
 Want to learn fiddle, banjo 
or old-time country singing? The 

BOTMC offers instructional work-
shops at the Freight taught by many 
of the master musicians who will be 
at the BOTMC. Hosted jams will 
take place at nearly all the events. 
The festival winds up with a pic-
nic in the park (location TBA) on 
Sunday.  For all the info, updates, 
etc. please visit the BOTMC web-
site:  www.BerkeleyOldTimeMusic.
org.  The Berkeley Old Time Music 
Convention is a non-profit event 
co-sponsored and partnered by a 
coalition of nonprofits including 
the California Bluegrass Associ-
ation, the Freight & Salvage, the 
Ecology Center, Ashkenaz and KP-
FA-FM.
 Like the creature that inspires 
their name, the Bucking Mules can 
buck, snort, and throw down some 
rocking Southern old time music; 
they came home with the top prize 
in the 2012 Trad Band Contest at 
Clifftop.  The band is led by Joseph 
Decosimo; raised in Tennessee, he 
has won top prizes for his fiddling 
at many contests, including the 
prestigious Clifftop competition. 
The other Bucking Mules are the 
Bay Area’s powerhouse guitarist and 
singer Karen Celia Heil, fellow Ten-
nessean Luke Richardson on banjo, 
and Virginia’s Joe DeJarnette on 
bass.  
 Ginny Hawker and Tracy 
Schwarz’s expressions of vocal hon-
esty and soulfulness are part of the 
foundation that unites bluegrass, 
gospel, honky-tonk and old-time 
music in rural America. Strongly 
influenced by the Primitive Bap-
tist singing of Ginny’s father, Ben 
Hawker, Tracy (of New Lost City 
Rambler fame) and Ginny exempli-
fy the authenticity of rural Ameri-
can music’s life/breath; they clear-
ly live the life style that they sings 
about. Their vocal workshops have 
been the most popular every year.
 The BOTMC is pleased to 
welcome back for a second year 
85-year-old Franklin George, leg-
endary fiddler and raconteur, who 
will be accompanied by Kim John-
son, the banjo player of choice for 

many of the greatest West Virginia 
fiddlers including Ernie Carpenter, 
Wilson Douglas, Bobby Taylor and 
Lester McCumbers.  Frank had au-
diences rolling in the aisles last year 
with his funny stories and clever 
wordplay, and his tunes harken 
back to a much earlier and simpler 
time.  Frank and Kim love to jam 
with all comers!
 The Cliffhangers are another 
prize-winning Clifftop band, cen-
tered around fiddler, tunesmith and 
songwriter Mark Simos, who won 
first place fiddle at Clifftop in 2003. 
The other Cliffhangers include the 
Bay Area’s Brendan Doyle on ban-
jo, Jody Platt on tenor guitar, Rusty 
Neithammer on guitar and Karen 
Falkowski on bass. The Sat. night 
square dance will feature a special 
dance custom-written to go with 
one of Simos’ idiosyncratic tunes. 
 Earl White is one of a handful 
of African Americans playing old-
time fiddle, and he’s been doing 
that since the early 1970s, when 
he was a founding member of the 
Green Grass Cloggers.  In fact, one 
of today’s standard clogging steps is 
called “the Earl” in his honor! His 
fiddling style is hard-driving and 
rhythmic and the Earl White Band 
is very much in demand for square 
dances all over the U.S. 
 The Onlies are a trio of Se-
attle 16-year-olds who have been 
making music together since they 
were two years old! Garfield High 
School sophomores Leo Shannon, 
Riley Calcagno, and Samantha Bra-
man explore a wide variety of tra-
ditional and original fiddle-driven 
music and have lately been delving 
heavily into old-time music, in-
spired by the music of Ed Haley, 
Bruce Molsky, Tommy Jarrell and 
Brittany Haas.  
 Also appearing will be Twice 
As Nice, from rural North Fork CA; 
Mark Olson and Penny Critchlow’s 
sweet harmonies are inspired by 
the singing of the Carter Family, 
Delmore Brothers and other early 
country music icons, bolstered by 
Mark’s strong fiddling.  

Berkeley Old Time Music Convention
September 16-21

Southern California Event Bay Area Event

Frank George & Kim Johnson will be part of the BOTMC.

Della Mae will rock Summergrass in August.

Don’t miss the Old Time Gathering, June 12-15, Grass Valley
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Held in VISTA, CA.  
at the Fascinating 40-acre Outdoor 

ANTIQUE GAS & STEAM ENGINE MUSEUM 
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MICHAEL CLEVELAND &  
FLAMEKEEPER 

BLUEGRASS ETC. 
DELLA MAE 

 
*MOLLY TUTTLE & JOHN MAILANDER 
*VIRTUAL STRANGERS  *RUSTY GAIT 

*SWEET TIDINGS GOSPEL BAND 
*PRAIRIE SKY  * SHIRT HOUSE BAND 

Celebrating  
12 Years Strong! 

SPECIAL CONSENSUS 

FRONT COUNTRY 
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By Carol Lawson-Sweezey
For the Clovis Roundup
 Music which reaches deep into 
the storytelling of American roots 
has been passed on from generation 
to generation and will be shared on 
summer evenings in Old Town.  The 
7th annual Bluegrass in the Park free 
concert series will run Friday evenings 
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. from May 23 
through Sept. 5 underneath a canopy 
of trees and stars on the grassy area 
between the Clovis Senior Center and 
the Clovis Veteran’s Memorial Build-
ing.
 What started as a local Fresno/
Clovis effort has expanded to bands 
from Bakersfield to Gilroy and up and 
down the Central Valley.
Local bluegrass musicians initially 
met at Temperance Kutner Elemen-
tary and then at the Clovis Senior 
Center the first and third Saturdays to 
play.  At one of those Clovis jam ses-
sions, musician Doug Bremseth sug-
gested started a concert series featur-
ing bluegrass, much like the outdoor 
venues he knew from the Carolinas.  
Bremseth, who toured with the Shady 
Grove Band of Chapel Hill, breathed 
life into the concert series.
 With the help of the Clovis Se-
nior Center, the Memorial district and 
the California Bluegrass Association 
(CBA) the concerts were launched.
 The origins of bluegrass music 
mine deep into the roots of Ameri-
cana, with influences of from Scot-

tish, Welsh and English traditional 
music, as well as African-American 
and country music.  Instruments in-
clude the banjo, mandolin, guitar, 
bass, fiddle and even the washboard 
and penny whistle.
 Locally, the first bluegrass con-
cert series began on a “wing and a 
prayer,” said former organizer Candy 
Sponhaltz.”
“Bluegrass musicians are a tenacious 
group and they played to enthusiastic 
crowds that grew weekly thought that 
first summer,” she said.  “As the word 
spread throughout the music commu-
nity, the range of bands broadened al-
ways with bluegrass at the core.  They 
play the gamut from old tradition 
tried and true high lonesome sounds 
to the newer urban grass tunes and 
some old-time music groups.”
Stan Allen, the vice president of the 
Fresno County branch of the Califor-
nia Bluegrass Association doesn’t play 
in a group but instilled such love the 
music that his daughter Charlotte, 
17, now sings and plays upright bass 
in two bluegrass bands, Valley Oak 
Band and Baloney Creek.
“The music kind of grows on you,” 
Stan Allen said.  “Bluegrass musicians 
and their supporters are a big commu-
nity family organization.”
Allen said he is grateful the Friday 
night concerts are continuing, espe-
cially since the three-day Kings River 
Bluegrass Festival at Hobbs Grove 
has taken what he hopes is a tempo-

rary hiatus.
“We’ve been doing it for 14 years and 
would like to see it come back,” he 
said.
Meanwhile, the bluegrass bands play 
on in Clovis Old Town.
“Bluegrass is a family affair, people 
feel safe there,” Allen said.
Although the musicians are profes-
sional, most of them have day jobs 
ranging from doctors, lawyers, teach-
ers, pharmacists and psychologist.  
They don’t get paid, but play for the 
love of music and tips to offset their 
costs.
Many of the featured groups have 
garnered prestigious industry awards.  
Red Dog Ash won the 2011 CBA 
Emerging Artist award and often play 
their own original music.  Baloney 
Creek fiddle players Dalisay John-
son, known as the “barefoot fiddler,” 
has been named the California fiddle 
champion five times.
Current concert organizer Rob Roy 
has been attending the concerts for 
the past four years.
“It’s a great group of people trying to 
keep the tradition alive,” Roy said.  “I 
didn’t have to sell the groups into fill-
ing the spots for the concerts.”
The concerts still offer the same for-
mat, location and tradition.
“Clovis has a lot going for it,” Roy 
said.  “The concerts are a great part 
of this community and offer residents 
American class music in a family en-
vironment.  It helps define the city.”

Bluegrass In the Park - Clovis concerts
 One would think that strings are just strings, and that every-
thing has been done that could be done, to make them what they 
are. But we’ve just learned that CBA’s Roger Siminoff has devel-
oped a new set of mandolin strings whose gauges are determined 
by how much pressure they put on the bridge, which improves tone 
and response. After years of experimentation, Roger found that the 
traditional mandolin bridge with the center two pairs of strings 
sitting in the middle of the saddle, and two outer pairs of strings 
sitting close to the posts did not provide for a balanced tone and 
amplitude. 
 To compensate for this imbalance, through measurement and 
testing, he developed a new set of strings with balanced down pres-
sure based on where the strings were located on the string saddle, 
and he is debuting them at our Father’s Day Bluegrass Festival! 
According to Roger, the results are amazing. The new strings are 
called Straight Up Strings and will be on display at his booth in the 
Luthier’s Pavilion - you might want to go check them out and talk 
to Roger about what makes these strings special. And in case you 
are wondering where he got the idea to investigate string loads and 
tensions, it is a little known fact that Roger was the one who cham-
pioned the idea of having manufacturers - like D’Addario, GHS, 
and others - report their string tensions on their packaging in 1982 
when he was at Frets Magazine. Sometime in the next few months, 
we’ll be publishing an article on how that all happened - it’s an in-
teresting story.
 Thanks! Please feel free to follow-up with Roger or me with 
questions.

Amy Sullivan
Siminoff Banjo and Mandolin Parts
PO Box 2992, Atascadero, CA 93423, U.S.A.
www.siminoff.net - (805) 365-7111

 Join our community of luthiers and enthusiasts at www.
facebook.com/SiminoffMandos. 
 Build your own F4, F5, H4, H5 at our next Luthierie Camp: 
July 27-August 1, 2014!

A new development in 
strings…
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New Members
Ben Jacobs
Suzie Whiting
James Scriba and Debbie Ford-Scriba
Gwendolyn Franck and John Sylvain
Scott Chandler
Doyle Leila
Rob White and Kerith Lucco 
Keith Stegall
David and Mary Allegoren
Gerald and Sheila Higbie
Richard Kellogg 
Mathew and Kimberly Lauer
David Josephson and Deirdre Smith
Roger and Elizabeth Cunning
Evan Morgan
Brian and Mary Bechtel
Tracy McKeon
Claude Bennett
Gary and Rose Fitch
Grace B Parmelee

Renewals
Mary Cranley
Larry and Loree DeMoss
Nancy and Henry Zuniga
Edwin Roach
Mel and Bonnie Chapman
Jesse and Dolores House 
Dave Courchaine
Chuck and Chris Palmer
John and Debbie Root
Kipp Cole
Phillip Bartels
Layne Bowen and Michelle Greene
Mariaelena and Christopher Quale
Jim Bramlett
Kathy and William Cress
Dick and Sandy Welch
Mona Anacieto
Cathy Galavotti and Antone Pires
Fred and Judy Andersen

Mark and Allison Varner
Esther Beal 
Bob Ratliff
Karen Little
Blaine Sprouse
Rob Roy
Glen and Lynnette Ellison
Sharon and Thomas Bailey
Steve and Cheryl Hale
Bill Arbaugh
Tim Parr     
William Marler
Richard and Susan Tellier
Rex and Cindy Anderson
Tara and David Etayo
Howard Artig
Sam Baker
David H Sherbrook 
Duane and Betty Malme 
Ken and Claire Smith
Carolyn Faubel 
Patricia Phillips  
Dan Crary
Ty and Donna Barron
Michael Greenberg 
Gregory and Kay Nordling
James and Jo Hanely
George and Kim Soskin
Joel Sidney 
Regina Bartlett
Stephen Joynes
Stuart and Charlene Sims
C Kawahara
Rhonda Berney
William Brenton
Martha Hawthorne and Bill Foss
Don Rose
Karl and Martha Knobler
Leo and Linda Baustian
Chelsea Curtin
Maggie Sokolik and Jim Duber

CBA thanks its supporters. It’s all about our members!

Volunteer Request:
2014 CBA FATHER’S 
DAY BLUEGRASS 
FESTIVAL
By Deb Livermore
deblivermore@gmail.com
 Hello All you Bluegrass Lovers 
out there! It is mid-February and 
already people are asking about vol-
unteering for the CBA’s 2014 Fa-
ther’s Day Bluegrass Festival. And 
so I thought I’d better put some-
thing in writing so that you know 
what your options are:

1. We need volunteers to work 
with our Kids!!! We have sev-
eral different programs that 
need adults to help. The rea-
son for my early request is that 
we need to do back ground 
checks on all adults that help 
with kids, so let’s start early so 
we don’t run out of time.

2. The most important jobs in-
volved in this event are the set 
up and tear down of the site. 
We desperately need people 

early in the week, like Satur-
day and Sunday before the fes-
tival and Sunday evening and 
Monday after the festival. It is 
amazing how much work goes 
into putting this festival on. 
And you might be surprised 
on how small the crew is that 
we have to do all of the work. 
If you could be available for 
these positions, please let me 
know. Be aware that this is 
hard, physical work but with-
out this crew, the festival will 
not happen.

3. As usual, we need people to 
help at the front gate. We call 
those folks runners as that’s 
what is done - run from the 
new arrivals driving in the 
front gate, to the ticket booth 
and back, exchanging money 
for wrist bands. It’s a very ac-
tive job but sooooo much fun 
and rewarding. The people 
arriving are so excited to be 
at the festival and your smil-
ing face greeting and helping 
them is what we need!

4. Safety and Hospitality is a very 

Make friends and influence people: volunteer!

Do you work for PG&E or are 
you a retired PG&E worker?  
We are exploring forming 
a PG&E Volunteer Team to 
participate during the 2014 
Father s Day Festival.  We 
have a generous offer from 
a current PG&E worker to 
manage a team.  Send your 
contact information to Jim 
Evans, PG&E Team Leader, 
at JMEf@pge.com.

Volunteer Team

Bill and Maxine Hood
Michael O’Brien
Rosemary Yull and Larry Kier
Dawn and Derrick Roorda
John Fitt
Richard Brandenburg and Lucy Carter
William and Corinne Tobin
Robert Bonovich
Janet Feil
Brooke Lambie
Michael and Janet Martha Woodson
Chris Boyd
Linda Burchett
George and Pat Calhoun
David Rainwater
Bruce Pritchard
Sean and Sabrina Lynch
Kathryn Webb
John and Melissa Adams
Scott Peterson
Northern Nevada Bluegrass Assn NNBA
Billy and Patty Jones
Dan Wiegardt
Doc Ellis      
Thomas Mason
Jennifer Kitchen and Michael Schwartz
Robert Bulkley
Janice Stayner
Michele and William Kerr   
Todd and Shanti Dickson 
Jacob Groopman and Melody Walker
Stan Petersen
Bobbie Raymond
Mac McCandless
Deborah and Doug Wendt
Elizabeth Wrone and Joseph Kenny
Alper Akture and Camilla Chang
Bob Hoffman
Ken and Judie Whitham
David Cole
Mike Robbins

large crew. 
We could 
use more 
p e o p l e 
there to 
help with 
s e v e r a l 
d if f er ent 
positions.

5. Coordina-
tor posi-
tion - We 
need a new 
person to 
help with 
the coor-
dination of the Ice Booth/Ice 
Delivery position. This means 
that you would help find vol-
unteers (if needed) for the 
ice booth and the ice wagon, 
scheduling them, and making 
sure that all shifts are covered. 
It also means being respon-
sible for the money collected 
and meeting the ice delivery 
man to off load the ice into the 
freezer. It’s a cool job!

 With that said, there is one 

more thing I need to tell you. All 
volunteers need to be CBA mem-
bers. If you want to volunteer and 
are not a member, please go to 
www.cbaontheweb.org and look 
for the Membership tab. It is so 
very easy to become a member. You 
can also find the information in 
this fine piece of literature! Look 
for the info here.
 Thanks to all of the volunteers 
past, present and future! We Can 
Not do it without you! Big Blue-
grass Hugs to you all!

CBA Volunteer Coordinator Deb Livermore, shown 
here with Pete Hicks and Cliff Compton, will be 

honored by the association at the 2014 FDF.
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CBA Summer Music Camp—2014 Registration Form

Camper's Name_________________________________________________________ Age, if under 18______
                         first    nickname?               last
Address___________________________________________________________________________________

Town________________________________________________State___________Zip___________________

E-mail or Fax______________________________________________________________________________

Phone, home:________________________ cell:________________________ work:_____________________

Morning Class Choice—check one, or indicate first and second choice.
Please see Instructors page of website for descriptions and prerequisites for each class.
____ Bluegrass Band, level 2* ____ Dobro, level 2   ____ Guitar Solos, level 2/3
____ Bluegrass Band, level 3* ____ Dobro, level 3   ____ Mandolin, level 1
____ Old-Time Band, level 2/3* ____ Fiddle, level 1   ____ Mandolin, level 2
____ Bluegrass Banjo, level 2 ____ Bluegrass Fiddle, level 2/3 ____ Mandolin, level 3
____ Bluegrass Banjo, level 3 ____ Old-Time Fiddle, level 2/3 ____ Vocal Style, level 2/3
____ Old-Time Banjo, level 2/3 ____ Guitar w/Singing, level 1/2 ____ Vocal Harmony, level 2/3
____ Bass, level 2/3   ____ Old-Time Guitar, level 2 
         *your instrument(s)________________________________ Sign up early for the best choice of classes!
Please check if applicable: 
____ I’m under 18. My parent’s or guardian’s name is______________________________________________
____ This is a gift from ______________________________________________________________________
____ I am a CBA member.  If not, you can join online at http://www.cbaontheweb.org/reasons.aspx

This will be my _____ time at camp. I first heard about CBA Camp from_______________________________
                       1st? 2nd? 10th?  

Cost:
$__________ Tuition  Postmarked by May 1st--$340; after May 1st--$390             (See FAQs page on website
$__________ Meals (optional)--$100 (includes Sun. dinner thru Wed. lunch)   for scholarship information)
$__________  Wednesday night lasagna dinner--$10         ______ Check here for vegetarian meals

Name(s) of additional person(s) for meals, if any _____________________________________
$__________ Tent Camping (optional)--$25 per adult  
  Name(s) of additional person(s) for camping, if any____________________________________
$__________ RV camping (optional) $60 per site, RVs      
$__________ RV with electrical (optional) $110 per site, RVs for entire week with electrical  
$___________ Camp T-shirt (optional) $15 (XXL $20) Circle size: S M L XL XXL & style: Men’s Women‘s 
$__________ Contribution to scholarship fund (optional--help a low-income camper come to camp!)
$__________ Fungrass enrollment fee(s) for morning kids program--$75 per child includes materials
  child's name(s) and age(s):________________________________________________________
$__________ Total amount enclosed

Registration opens February 7th, 2014.  Reg. forms received before then will be opened on 2/7/14.
           Send this form, filled out, with payment (checks payable to CBA Music Camp) to: CBA Music Camp
We will contact you within a week, AFTER registration opens. Please wait one week! PO Box 765
  then if you haven’t heard back, contact us to confirm your registration status.  Bellingham, WA
    You are not enrolled until you receive conÞrmation and a registration code.	
	
 	
 98227-0765
Questions? check the frequently asked questions (FAQs) on our website: www.cbamusiccamp.org
        or contact directors Janet Peterson and Peter Langston at info@cbamusiccamp.org

By Michael Hall
 The Good Old Fashioned Blue-
grass Festival, presented by the North-
ern California Bluegrass Society, is set 
for August 7-10, 2014 at Bolado Park 
in Tres Pinos (7 miles south of Hollis-
ter). 

The 2014 Main Stage Line-Up: 
 27strings, Abbott Brothers, 

Amazing Dr. Zarcon’s Breathing Ma-
chine, Bean Creek, Brookdale Blue-
grass Band, Courthouse Ramblers, 
Faux Renwah, Grassfire, Highway 
One, Houston Jones, Jimmy Chicken-
pants, Kids on Stage, Naked Bootleg-
gers, Pearly Blue, Rainy Day Ramblers, 
Red Dog Ash, Rogue River, Rhythm 
Roundup, Sidesaddle & Co, Slide 
Road, Steep Ravine, Stoney Mountain 

Ramblers, Susie Glaze & The Hilone-
some Band, Ventucky String Band, 
and Windy Hill. Additional bands 
will perform on two other stages. 
Sound is provided by Paul Knight.
 The first day of the relaxed fes-
tival, Thursday, August 7, will be de-
voted exclusively to setting up camp, 
catching up with old and new friends, 
and camp jamming.

 The First Stage will open the 
stage show at Noon on Friday, August 
8. Three bands will perform leading up 
to the start of the 3:00pm show on the 
Main Stage. This year, the First Stage 
will be located in the campground’s 
RV area.
	 The	 festival’s	 unique	 ‘Tweener	
Stage alternates with the Main Stage 
throughout the weekend, and is open 

NCBS Good Old Fashioned Bluegrass Festival Set For 
August 7-10 at Bolado Park

CBA 
CLASSIFIED 

ADS

BANJO LESSONS WITH 
ALLEN HENDRICKS of Hen-
dricks Banjos, the California 
Quickstep and formerly of the 
South Loomis Quickstep.  I teach 
all styles of five-string banjo play-
ing that can be done with finger 
picks.  All levels from rank begin-
ner to accomplished player who 
may need additional direction to 
take his or her playing to a higher 
level.  Private individual lessons 
as well as teaching your group to 
compliment each other’s styles 
and abilities.  I teach at my own 
private studio in the Sacramento 
Area.  I also teach in my home 
just north of Placerville.  I play 
banjo, I make banjos, and I some-
times buy and sell banjos and 
other stringed instruments.  For 
further information or to schedule 
lesson times, please call 916-614-
9145 or 530-622-1953.

LEARN BLUEGRASS MAN-
DOLIN WITH TOM BEKENY. 
Beginner, intermediate, and ad-
vanced students welcome. Con-
tact Tom at 510-528-4039 or 
tombekeny@sbcglobal.net 

LESSONS

on a first-come, first serve basis to mu-
sicians and bands.
 Tres Pinos is south of San Jose 
(about 20 miles from Gilroy) and is 
convenient for bluegrass fans in the 
Bay Area, the Santa Cruz Area and 
the Central Valley. Free camping is in-
cluded in all multi-day tickets for both 
tents and RVs. There is an extra charge 
for RVs hooked up to electricity.
 The festival remains one of the 
most affordable in the area. Advance 
ticket sales and the deepest discounts, 
will end on July 22. There are dis-
counts for NCBS members, advance 
purchase, seniors, and teens. Children 
12 & under are free.
 The 21st annual gathering is a 
benefit for the NCBS and its many 
projects supporting bluegrass music 
in the area. Information: <www.ncbs.
us> or call (650) 596-9332.

MARTIN GUITAR – 1989 MC28 
MINT CONDITION. Rosewood 
back and sides, solid spruce top, elec-
tronic pickup, with case. Excellent 
condition: $1400. 808-214-7698

FOR SALE
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The Site - Liberty Glen Campground
The camping area is on a ridge above the lake. The group camping areas each have rough campsites 
with room for about 100 people. There are toilets and showers and potable water is available.
The lower camping area includes a small amphitheater and a covered area with picnic tables. 
(Sorry, there are no hookups for recreational vehicles.) Swimming areas are about a mile away, 
accessible by foot or car.  Nearby attractions include many wineries. Cloverdale is about a 
15- to 20-minute drive. Healdsburg is also very close.

Directions
FROM THE SOUTH: take 101 North to Dry Creek Road (north of Healdsburg) west 12 miles. 
It becomes Skaggs Springs Road as you go around some curves. When you cross over the bridge, 
it turns into Rockpile Road which goes to the Liberty Glen camping area; group camping is to the left.

FROM THE NORTH: take 101 South to Dutcher Creed Road (south of Cloverdale) southwest 8 miles. 
Turn right onto Dry Creek Road and follow directions above.

Activities
Details to be announced!

Tickets
Available on the CBA website at cbaontheweb.org or use this handy QR code -->
ADVANCE TICKETS (before August 1): 4-day $35 • 4-day $32 (CBA member)
3-day $25 • 3-day $22 ( CBA member)
AT THE GATE:  4-day $40 • 3-day $30 • 2-day $20 • 1-day $10

Get Tickets at

cbaontheweb. org
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California Bluegrass Association’s 
39th Annual Father’s Day Bluegrass Festival
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CBA’s Kids On Bluegrass, California Showcase Bands on the main stage, many more on the Vern’s stage. 
Three stages of entertainment, workshops, camping, kids programs, dances, vendors, and lots of jamming.

Many, many more acts 
to be 

announced!
Under the tall pines of the Nevada County

Fairgrounds, Grass Valley, CA

Peter Rowan 
   Bluegrass Band
The Deadly Gentlemen
   Junior Sisk & 
      Ramblers Choice
      Lonesome River
         Band
Bucking Mules
   A Tribute to Vern &   
 Ray with Kathy Kallick 
  & Laurie Lewis
   Roland White Band
       Kathy Kallick Band 

    Laurie Lewis and 
  the Right Hands 
   Foghorn 
   Stringband
      CBA 2014 
   Emerging Artist:
       Town Mountain

Bean Creek
High Country

Matt and George 
and Their Pleasant 

Valley Boys
The Sisters Grim
Ragged But Right

2014 CA Showcase acts

www.cbaontheweb.org

June 12-15, 2014
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Do you have a child 
who would like to 
participate in the 
Kids on Bluegrass 

Program? 
 

 
 The Kids on Bluegrass program, 
under the direction of Frank Solivan, 
Sr., takes place at the CBA Fathers Day Bluegrass Festival in Grass 
Valley, California and under the title of  Kids on Bluegrass, at the 
CBA’s River City Festival and at Larry and Sondra Baker’s “Blue-
grassin’ in the Foothills” festival in Plymouth, California.
 Frank Solivan, Sr. has been directing this program for approx-
imately 19 years and he and his kids consistently delight audiences 
with high quality and highly talented young people.
 This program is open to children ages 3 to 17. The children 
must be able to sing and/or play their instrument WITHOUT 
parents or guardians help. Songs MUST be completely memo-
rized (again without help). Children must have good enough un-
derstanding of their instrument to have good timing, know their 
chords and be able to change chords quickly, easily play 2 or three 
songs and the ability to play in a group.
 Rehearsal takes place many hours during the day for several 
days at each festival and culminates in a stage production on the 
main stage at each festival. Parents and children must be ready to 
commit to all of the rehearsals.
 To find out if your child is ready to participate in this wonder-
ful program, visit Frank Solivan, Sr. at his campsite at any one of 
these festivals.

Frank Solivan, Sr.
Foggy Mtn Music celebrates 

40 years of making music with our friends. 
Call 530 273-6676

104 West Main St Grass Valley Ca 95945

CBA sponsored jam every 1st Wednesday

116 Clement Street, SF
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By Brenda Hough
 “The Tao of Bluegrass” is a 
recent documentary focusing on 
the musical journey of Peter Row-
an from his start with Bill Monroe 
and the Bluegrass Boys in 1964 
through his 50 year career as a 
member of Sea Train, Earth Opera 
and Old and in the Way, and as a 
renowned solo artist with many 
albums to his credit.  Directed by 
Christine Funk, and produced by 
South 40 Films, the 90 minute 
video begins with Peter’s upcom-
ing Dharma Blues project and then 
traces his early musical experiences 
with his brothers Chris and Lorin, 
the Cupids band that was based on 
the Crickets, and his apprentice-
ship as a Bluegrass Boy with Bill 
Monroe.  Footage of Peter’s per-
formances with Muleskinner and 
interviews with other musicians 
show the many facets of Peter’s tal-
ents and the scope of his songwrit-
ing.  Peter’s drawings and paintings 
and glimpses into his spiritual 
journeys in the Himalayas give the 
viewer a chance to see the person-
ality beyond the music.  More in-
formation about the DVD can be 
found at www.south40films.com
Lately Peter has been touring with 
his own bluegrass band, and his 
appearance at Parkfield is one of 
many he has in 2014.  The band 
members are Keith Little on banjo 
and vocals, Peter on vocals and gui-
tar, Blaine Sprouse on fiddle, Chris 
Henry on mandolin, Michael 
Witcher on dobro and Paul Knight 
on bass.  Occasionally, other mu-
sicians fill in and the ensemble at 
Parkfield included Patrick Sauber 
on banjo and Jacob Groopman on 
mandolin.  The band delighted the 
Parkfield audience and the extend-
ed encore added to the magical 
evening under the stars.
 When asked about his current 
band, Peter talked about Chris 
Henry, one of the newest members 
of the band who was not able to 
make it to Parkfield.
 PR: I finally found a mando-
lin player to replace Bill Monroe.   
 That’s Chris Henry out of 

Virginia, Murphy’s son.  He’s a 
very special musician who follows 
the trail of Bill Monroe.  There’s 
very few who can do that.  It’s the 
high lonesome sound or what Bill 
called the Ancient Tones.  Chris is 
one of the devoted disciples of the 
Ancient Tones.  He’s daring and 
he’s developed a style of mandolin 
playing between Bill Monroe and 
Frank Wakefield.  That’s exciting 
for me to have a band that has all 
this power.
 Growing up in post-war Bos-
ton gave Peter a musical introduc-
tion that included southern blue-
grass enjoyed by the many sailors 
who passed through the Boston 
naval yard.  His earliest musical 
memory was the return of his Un-
cle Jimmy from New Caledonia 
with ukulele and grass skirts for 
the Rowan children. Tex Logan 
hosted a Hillbilly Ranch show on 
the radio that fascinated Peter and 
he tried making banjo sounds with 
chopsticks and kitchen pots. Pe-
ter recalls that he was “a kid that 
just responded to sounds,” and 
he would practice imitating the 
sounds of a steel guitar.  Peter then 
improvised on a tennis racket until 
his father’s gift of an Arthur God-
frey baritone uke complete with a 
“magic chord finder.”  Godfrey was 
the star of a popular radio and tele-
vision show and spurred a wave of 
ukulele players in the 1950s.  The 
rich musical environment in Bos-
ton brought musicians from the 
south like Don Stover, Everett and 
Bea Lilly, the Confederate Moun-
taineers to play.  Jim Rooney, Bill 
Keith and Joe Val were also part of 
this New England scene, and the 
folk clubs, the Golden Vanity and 
the Club 47 featured blues artists 
like Sonny Terry and Brownie Mc-
Gee and later launched the career 
of Joan Baez. 
 Peter’s great Uncle helped him 
get a tenor guitar and Peter later ac-
quired a 50s white Telecaster which 
he unfortunately no longer owns.  
 He played in a band with Bill 
Keith and they would play with 
Bill Monroe when he was in town.

 PR: So Bill Monroe asked me 
to come to Nashville, or he said you 
ought to come to Nashville, I can 
help you. I was a picker in waiting.  
There was a fellow Jimmy Elrod 
playing guitar with Bill. Obvious-
ly I was his rival, and I asked Bill 
if he was serious about me playing 
with him. He had me debut in ’62 
or ’63 right around Thanksgiving. I 
came back in the next weekend and 
he said, ‘we’ve had a lot of phone 
calls, Pete and folks have said they 
like what you do and that’s a good 
thing. And they said you sound a 
lot like me; that’s not a good thing.’  
That was the beginning of my ap-
prenticeship as a Bluegrass Boy. 
He knew I was trying to copy John 
Duffey. He worked on my phras-
ing and breathing. Breathing is a 
lot like horseback riding or manual 
labor; you have to have a rhythm to 
it where the music is part of the sys-
tem of the heartbeat and the lungs 
all working together.
 Peter left the Bluegrass Boys 
and ventured into rock and roll 
with Earth Opera and Seatrain. He 
wrote many his classic “Land of the 
Navajo” in this period and at Bill’s 
Bean Blossom festival on the way 
to California to form what would 
become Old and in the Way with 
David Grisman and Jerry Garcia, 
he performed it on stage.
 PR: I came back to Bean Blos-
som after I’d been playing rock and 
roll with Seatrain and Earth Opera 
and was about to form Old and in 
the Way.  This was about in ’71 and 
I sang my song ‘In the Land of the 
Navajo’ which has an extensive yo-
deling and free singing section that 
I learned from a jazz singer named 
Leon Thomas who played with 
Pharaoh Sanders . Bill didn’t tell 
me don’t do that, he said don’t war-
ble your voice - sing it so the people 
can understand you. So that’s my 
quest to sing it so the people can 
understand you.”
 Peter elaborated further on his 
musical evolution and observations 
about bluegrass music:
 PR: Bill Monroe drew a lot 
from Duke Ellington because El-

The Tao Of Bluegrass – A Visit With Peter Rowan
lington was an experimenter. You 
listen to one of his three minute 
songs and it sounds like ten min-
utes because he has so many details 
– the sax comes in, they do a little 
thing and then the bass comes in, 
and when you’ve got those kinds 
of details, time stretches.  When 
the sixties came along, and we had 
the LP, you could make a song 
12 minutes long if you wanted 
to, and there’s always that tension 
about holding an audience’s atten-
tion.  Record people would say we 
need hit singles.  I’ve got a couple 
of short songs – ‘Dance Time in 
Texas that George Strait recorded.  
It’s just a dance tune and it’s about 
three minutes long.  You can get a 
lot in there.
 There’s two dimensions in 
bluegrass.  One is the tight instru-
mental – intro, verse chorus verse 
chorus, solo or even a turnaround.  
That’s playing the three minutes 
like Bill Monroe.  Then there’s the 
other thing which has developed 
out of how you made a living play-
ing bluegrass. In clubs with people 
talking while you were playing so 
you might as well take a full solo 
so who cares?  You have people like 
David Grisman or Vassar Clements 
playing with you every solo was 
a full verse and chorus so all the 
songs are 8 to 12 minutes long – it 
was a jazz approach.  Vocal, chorus, 
here comes the mandolin, followed 
by the fiddle, then vocal chorus, 
banjo back to mandolin, then an-
other verse and chorus and back 
to the mandolin, another verse 
and chorus and back to the fiddle.  
That’s how you play the pizza par-
lors.  That’s what was tremendous 
about hearing the Country Gentle-
men in the clubs. They played the 
club called the Shamrock in DC 
and all their solos were extended 
solos which you got to pick, you 
were given the opportunity to play.  
Who was listening for the three 
minute single in bluegrass? No-
body.  That’s what Land of the Na-
vajo has – an epic feel. We wanted 
to be part of the progressive move-
ment of the sixties and play like the 
jazz players. Rather than personal, 
my whole outlook has been pan-
oramic and almost disengaged per-
sonally from the action.
 Other countries beckoned 
to Peter over the years.  He has 
been influenced by Tibetan music 
and philosophy and finds connec-
tions between these “mountain 
to mountain” styles. He formed 
an alliance with Nepalese flautist 
Manose Singh, and the two are 
featured on an upcoming album 
“Dharma Blues” on the Omnivore 
label.  
 PR: (Omnivore) Eat any-
thing, eat all.  It’s kind of an of-
fering, a feast of many influences. 
Jody Stecher is on there playing 
banjo and he plays Indian music 
on his sarod.  Manose Singh on 
flute.  We have Gillian Welch on 
three or four songs, Jack Cassady 
from the Jefferson Starship and 
Hot Tuna on bass, and Patrick 
Cortey on drums.  This is my ulti-
mate attempt to combine  some of 

the high lonesome feel with other 
music. 
 Bluegrass is really about two 
things: it’s about love and tran-
sience.  When I wrote the “Walls of 
Time” with Bill Monroe that was 
what I was after and what the song 
became.  He sang, “The wind is 
blowing across the mountains and 
down over the valley way below,” 
and I added, “it sweeps the grave 
of my darling and when I die that’s 
where I want to go.  I don’t think 
Bill Monroe would have said that, 
but he accepted me making that 
the theme of the song. 
 For eight years, Peter and Tony 
Rice performed together.  The 
combination of Peter’s soaring and 
innovative vocals were matched by 
Tony’s fluid guitar playing.  The 
duo released two albums, “Peter 
Rowan & Tony Rice” and “Quar-
tet.”  Some of Peter’s most focused 
and gentle songs are featured, in-
cluding “You Were There For Me” 
and “Angel Island.” Tony and Peter 
are featured on the Homespun in-
structional DVD, Peter Rowan and 
Tony Rice Teach Songs, Guitar and 
Musicianship. Peter and Tony dis-
cuss guitar techniques from chord 
voicings and rhythm back-up to 
more complex licks, and solos.  Six 
of Peter’s songs are featured: You 
Were There For Me, Dustbowl 
Children, Let The Harvest Turn 
to Seed, Angel Island, Come Back 
to Old Santa Fe, Panama Red, and 
Midnight Moonlight. Even if you 
are not a guitarist, the fascinating 
discussion of song craft and devel-
opment of song presentation will 
be enlightening and entertaining.  
An earlier Homespun DVD, Peter 
Rowan: Lead Singing and Rhythm 
Guitar: Finding Your Bluegrass 
Voice may be the definitive lesson 
on lead singing with attention to 
breathing phrasing and exercises 
to increase vocal power and range.  
Guitar styles featuring bluegrass 
bass runs, strong timing and ef-
fective solo licks are also taught. 
Blue Moon of Kentucky, the Walls 
of Time, the gospel song Wayfar-
ing Stranger and the bluesy In the 
Pines give the learner plenty of op-
portunities to develop their own 
bluegrass performing skills. Infor-
mation on ordering either of these 
instructional DVDs can be found 
at www.homespuntapes.com 
When asked what song best defines 
you, Peter answered:
 The last song on Dharma 
Blues defines me. It’s called a Grain 
of Sand.  It’s about a hard rock on 
the side of a mountain. Ice and 
snow fall and start to break the 
rock down.  The rock can’t really 
maintain its place on the moun-
tain. The rains come and washes 
the rock down; the rock is roll-
ing over and over and falls into a 
stream. It gets to the river and rolls 
along the bottom of the river, still 
getting smaller and smaller, until 
the rock ends up out on the beach 
at the end of the river. The rock 
looks around and says, the indigo 
ocean and the star filled sky.  At the 
edge of land, I am only a tiny grain 
of sand.
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BRENDA and the Reviews

Brenda Hough  

in “Downton Abbey” television se-
ries. When she started learning to 
play guitar 12 years ago, her guitar 
teacher suggested writing songs and 
as an American growing up listen-
ing to Bob Dylan and Joni Mitch-
ell, her songs have an introspective 
folk viewpoint that is decidedly 
more reflective about life and love 
and not filled with the entangle-
ments of loving, leaving and hard 
times.  
 The “Hothead” band mem-
bers are Simon Nelson on guitar, 
dobro, mandolin and vocals, Steve 
Nelson on guitar, bouzouki, banjo, 
ukulele and vocals, Ron Knights 
on bass, Nick Lacey on keyboards 
and tin whistle, Teri Bryand on 
drums, and Danica Chapman on 
vocals.  The musicians’ instru-
mental versatility provides a wide 
palette of musical possibilities 
that gives the songs varied musical 
backdrops.
 Elizabeth McGovern’s lead 
vocals are smooth and articulate 
her lyrics while maintaining a 
steady rock rhythm.  “Everybody’s 
Got A Song” sets the tone for 
waking up and paying attention 
and continues in the upbeat and 
bouncy “I’m Doing Fine” with its 
commentary on women’s roles: 
“My grandmother’s name was Bet-
ty, her life it wasn’t bad, she did 
everything they told her to. They 
never guessed she was mad.” “Fly 
Away” continues the theme with 
“I used to have mojo, Then I told 
a guy I’d drive along with him.” 
“Mother Mary” adds a dash of 
Latin rhythm, Facebook and Twit-
ter. The band gives the classic song 
“Staying Alive” a new perspective 
with a slowly evolving choral re-
sponse. The music takes a Celtic 
feel in “All My Sins” as the singer 
sends out an invitation to action. 
 There aren’t many women 
rock singers of a “certain age” 
these days and Sadie and the Hot-
heads provide a unique musical 
experience that can’t be ignored.

Dave Earl and Friends: 
Bluegrass
www.davearl.com
©2014
Song list: These Old Blues, An-
cient Spirit, Girl at the Cross-
roads Bar, Wild Bill Jones, Molly 
and Tenbrooks, Prisoner of Love, 
Amandalina, Dim Lights Thick 
Music, Chalk Up Another One, 
Carolina Mountain Home, Take 
Me in a Lifeboat, When You Are 
Lonely, Send Me Your Address in 
Heaven, Oceans of Diamonds, 
Lonesome Fiddle Blues.
 Dave Earl has been part of 
the San Francisco Bay Area music 
scene for many years, and his blues 
guitar and harmonica have been 
part of the “street scene” along 
San Francisco’s waterfront. Dave 
is also a mandolin player and re-

cording engineer and he has been 
in many local bands including 
Carolina Special, Keystone Sta-
tion, the Alhambra Valley  Band 
and his current band, Dave Earl 
and Friends.
 His latest recording has lots 
of “friends,” many of whom are 
among the elite musicians in the 
Bay Area.  Add a healthy mix of 
classic bluegrass songs, and you 
have an attractive introduction to 
the talents of Dave Earl.  
 “Lonesome Fiddle Blues” is 
the ending song in the collection, 
but the powerful instrumental 
showcases some stellar playing, 
Dave’s mandolin playing is crisp 
and precise, and the soaring fiddle 
(Ed Neff?) just fills the song with 
delicate nuances and energy. 
 “These Old Blues” opens 
with Dave’s mandolin and the 
strong vocal harmonies that de-
fine bluegrass music. “Molly 
and Tenbrooks” is a Bill Monroe 
song and the band jumps out of 
the gate with a galloping banjo 
rhythm joined by a strong fiddle 
and Dave’s vocal and mandolin 
solo.  The broken heart/sorry lover 
theme is explored in the ensemble 
“Dim Lights Thick Music” and 
“Chalk Up Another One,” and 
those who live on the edge are 
found in “Wild Bill Jones” and 
the “Girl at the Crossroads Bar.” 
Life at the other direction is found 
in the fine ensemble playing and 
singing in “Take Me in Your Life-
boat” and the “Send Me Your Ad-
dress in Heaven.” 
 Reverence and relevance are 
hard to put together but Dave Earl 
and Friends deliver a fine set of 
great music that will bring a smile 
and a nod of recognition.

Stevens Family 
Bluegrass Band: 
Down on the Farm
Mountain Fever Records
www.MountainFever.com 
©2014
Song List: Down on the Farm, 
Growing Old With You, Here 
Comes That Feeling Again, She’s 
the One, A Living Prayer, City 
of Gold, Rise Above, Search the 
Book, Where Rainbows Touch 
Down, Little Wooden Box, Old 
Fashion Love, How Great Thou 
Art.

 The West Virginia-based Ste-
vens Family has had three gener-
ations involved with traditional 
music and their seven member 
family band is gaining a lot of 
attention from bluegrass music 
lovers.  Band members are Papa 
JW Stevens on banjo and vocals, 
Mama Nancy on vocals, daugh-
ter Sissy on vocals and bass, son 
Luke on guitar and vocals, Sam 
on fiddle and vocals and Tommy 
on vocals.  The tiered three part 

harmonies shine throughout the 
songs, and the instrumentation 
easily flows around the vocals.
 “Old Fashion Love” features 
Mama and JW and it’s a gentle 
duet that celebrates a life time ro-
mance set in a gentle guitar accom-
paniment.  “Growing Old with 
You” follows the same theme, but 
with Ben, Tommy and Luke on 
the vocals, it’s a forward looking 
love song. Sissy’s original “Down 
on the Farm,” is an autobiograph-
ical look at life in the mountains 
of West Virginia. Craig Market’s 
“Here Comes That Feeling Again” 
is done with strong banjo rhythm 
and stellar harmonies from Sissy, 
Luke and Ben.  Luke wrote the 
upbeat “She’s The One,” and it 
features some high lonesome vo-
cals as well as some strong man-
dolin and banjo solos. Sissy’s stir-
ring solo vocal in Ron Block’s “A 
Living Prayer” has all the heart-
felt emotion that defines a strong 
faith. Another album highlight is 
the gospel “City of Gold” featur-
ing Mama Stevens on lead vocals 
with the rest of the family adding 
a affirming chorus in response. 
 With a strong song selection, 
varied vocal solos and trio harmo-
nies, and instrumentation that 
never overwhelms the message, 
the Stevens Family have a presence 
that is certain to be noticed by 
bluegrass and gospel fans.

instrumental, “Ponderosa,” is a fine 
contemporary sounding bluegrass 
song with lots of crisp mandolin, 
answering fiddle sections and fine 
guitar solos. “Wildflower Honey” 
is another Simon Linsteadt original 
and the silky vocal is matched by 
a sentimental delight in tasty mor-
sels. “Wooden Floors” has a boun-
cy, swingy feel with the guitar and 
fiddle providing the rhythm track. 
“C’mon Home” is a song of gath-
ering and the message to return to 
friends is a strong one. 
 Delightful debut album from 
a band that is heading places!

Sadie and the Hot 
Heads: Still Waiting
www.sadieandthehotheads.com
©2014
Song List: Everybody’s Got a 
Song, I’m Doing Fine, Fly Away, 
Mother Mary, Staying Alive, The 
Escape, Times We’ve Known, 
Feel It, All My Sins, Wild Hors-
es, Piece of Paper, Look Now, Get 
Your Car.

 Straight away – it’s not blue-
grass. Elizabeth McGovern is an 
American singer/songwriter/actress 
that has been gaining fame as Cora 

Steep Ravine: 
Trampin’ On
www.steepravineband.com
©2013
Song List: Prairie Rose, Wooden 
Floors, No. 37, The White Mare, 
Lazy Tide, The Waiting Blues, 
Trampin’ On, Where The River 
Runs Deep and Green, wildflower 
Honey, Ponderosa, C’mon Home.

 When folks are asked to de-
fine bluegrass, heavy rhythm from 
banjos and rousing vocals are often 
mentioned.  But bluegrass can also 
be wistful and gentle and Steep Ra-
vine focuses on a softer sound filled 
with carefully crafted instrumentals 
and vocal harmonies that give them 
more of an early Crosby, Stills and 
Nash or America sound.  The band 
members hail from the San Fran-
cisco Bay Area and came together 
while attending UC Santa Cruz. 
Band members are Simon Linsteadt 
on guitar and lead vocals, Jan Purat 
on violin and vocals, Andy O’Brien 
on mandolin and vocals and Alex 
Bice on bass and vocals. 
 The opening track, “Prairie 
Rose,” features Jan’s precise fiddling 
that adds a country feel to the song 
and a nicely blended vocal harmony 
underlying the the lead vocal. Jan’s 

Bluegrass 
Bard 
- Cliff Compton

Bluegrass 
Bard

Cliff Compton

Where angels fear to tread
There’s no accounting for the human 
 condition

No historical reference, no nod to tradition

No reason or rhyme or human device

No vain superstition or roll of the dice

That could give us an answer without leav-
ing a bruise

That would not offend or leave us confused

That would not start a war or a brand new 
religion

That would tell the whole truth and not 
stretch it a smidgeon

From the depths of the darkness to the 
bright of the morning

Where preachers expound and old men 
give us warning

The truth we avoid like a cosmic death star

Why take up the banjo…

When you could play the guitar

To be reviewed
Send your materials to:
Brenda Hough
PO Box 20370
San Jose CA  95160 
or contact Brenda at:
hufstuff2003@gmail.
com

CBA members make this paper happen!
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way! Tightening the truss rod nut caused McHugh’s neck to develop a hollow (low spot), not 
a bow; McHugh’s truss design was upside down. The truss should have been embedded so that 
it was low in the center with both ends close to the fretboard (not high in the center as shown 
in Fig. 1). Today’s engineering methods refer to this type of support as “post-tensioning” and 
when rods and cables are used like this in construction, they are anchored high at the ends with 
their low point in the center. (In the early 1930s, Gibson acknowledged their problem, inverted 
the rod design so that it operates properly, and has kept it that way ever since.)
 In 1974, I patented a “vertebrae” truss rod system that was made of a steel rod with many 
links. The links could be moved around to position the bending force - upwards, downwards, 
sideways – and anywhere along the neck’s length. The design was licensed to Gibson and used 
on various models for about four years. Unfortunately, the structure was so powerful that 
over-tightening could shatter the neck wood, and we couldn’t find a way to dumb it down, so, 
it was discontinued.
 Some manufacturers – Martin for one – didn’t believe in truss rods, and for many years 
Martin	used	a	square	steel	tube	in	its	guitar	necks	(Fig.	2).

	 Now,	getting	to	your	question	(finally).	I	do	believe	instrument	necks	should	have	truss	
rods	so	that	the	fretboard	can	be	squared	after	years	of	use.	It	is	rare	that	you	need	to	force	a	
“hollow” (low center) into the fretboard because the strings exert a huge compressive force and 
are always working to force the neck into a hollow. 99.9% of the time, you have to force a “bow” 
(high center) into the neck to compensate for string tension. Since it is rare that you’d have 
to force a hollow into the neck, double-acting rods are not warranted, in my opinion. A well 
placed single-acting rod, embedded so that it is low in the center, with the both anchor points 
close to the fretboard is the best solution.

Lastly, many years ago, friend and well-known builder Tom Morgan proved to me that a single 
straight rod, positioned low in the neck worked just as well, and possibly better, than a curved 
rod. Today, we use straight truss rods, positioned low in the neck, on all of our banjo and man-
dolin necks.

Q: Maybe it is just my ear, but it seems to me that my mandolin strings sound different 
when I pick down on them compared to when I pick up on them. I notice this mostly when 
I’m tuning and the tuner says that the notes are exactly the same, but to me they sound a 
little different. Can you explain that?

A: Good ear! Yes, this is really happening, you’re not hallucinating. 

 When we pick down on one string, especially when tuning, while the angle is mostly side-
way, to isolate that one string there we usually pick with a slight upward motion. And, when 
we pick up on the other string in the pair, while the motion is mostly sideway, there is also a 
slight upward motion to the pick (see arrows in Fig. 3). The string moves back and forth in 
the direction of the pick (the attack), and that orbit has the string moving in the direction 
of the pick’s attack as well as in the opposite direction. So, if you look closely at Fig. 3, you’ll 

The Luthier’s Corner - Roger Siminoff
Q: I’ve been wondering why A-style mandolins 
sound so different from F5’s. Does the shape of 
the hole on a mandolin make a difference in how 
it sounds or is there something else I’m not famil-
iar with? 

A: Yes, there is a definite difference between the 
sound of the oval hole mandolins and the f-hole 
mandolins, but only a small part of the difference is 
because of actual shape of the soundhole.
 Regarding the shape of the aperture (oval 

soundhole or f-hole), think of how you can make different sounds by merely changing the 
shape of your mouth as you make any sound. Try an “ouh” as you change the shape of your 
mouth and listen to what happens. This phenomenon of changing sounds with changing 
shapes of the is closely related to the study of “phonics.” Several interesting things take place: 
when you change the size of the aperture you also change the tuning of the cavity (the space 
inside your mouth). As the aperture gets smaller, the tuning is lower. As the aperture gets larger, 
the tuning is higher. So, one thing you’ll hear is a pitch change. But by changing the shape of 
your mouth, you also enable a different overtone series to occur, and it is the overtones that 
make up the overall character or “timbre” of the tone - and that’s the major change we hear.
 So, when comparing oval hole mandolins to f-hole mandolins, these same differences in 
aperture shape will affect how the mandolin sounds. Regarding pitch, as the soundhole is pre-
pared smaller, the pitch of the air chamber is lower, and as the soundhole is prepared larger, the 
pitch gets higher. Now I know you can’t easily change these on your mandolin, but “tuning” the 
apertures is one of the considerations that mandolin makers take into account when building 
an instrument in a process we refer to as 
”tap tuning.”
 But more important than the soundhole’s shape is the location of the soundhole(s) and 
the construction of the soundboard around the soundhole. A- models, and the F1, F2 and F4 
mandolins have their oval soundhole in the center of the soundboard, located forward of the 
bridge, with a singular cross brace between the lower edge of the soundhole and the bridge. 
This brace is there to prevent the soundboard from cracking since the soundhole cuts across 
the grain, and the cross-grain wood is weakened. The F5 mandolins have two soundholes com-
monly referred to as f-holes because they are in the shape of a script letter “f ”. The f-holes are 
positioned one on either side of the center of the soundboard – in fact on either side of the 
bridge, and the F5 mandolins have two longitudinal tone bars rather than the singular cross 
brace of the A1-F4 mandolin. This structure of the soundboard and location of the f-holes 
make the soundboard of the F5 model instruments much more flexible compared to the rather 
solid soundboard of the A1-F4 mandolins. This flexibility greatly enhances the movement of 
the soundboard – which is the main driving force of the instrument – and enables the F5 to be 
a more powerful and somewhat less “full” sounding instrument. 
 So, it is not the shape of the soundhole alone, but the entire construction of the sound-
board, location of the bridge relative to the soundholes, and internal bracing (and tone bars) 
that makes these two instrument models sound so very different.

Q: I’m planning on building a guitar and am not sure whether to use one of the dou-
ble-acting truss rods or just a single rod. Do you have suggestions?

A: There is a lot that has been studied on truss rods over the years, but before offering an 
opinion, let’s look at some background. Truss rods are used in instrument necks to counter-
act	the	bending	force	exerted	by	the	strings	and	to	keep	the	fretboard	absolutely	square	(flat).	
Before truss rods were designed, instrument makers laminated necks to give them strength. 
While some laminated necks appeared on guitars, almost all of the early banjo makers used 
laminations because the long thin necks of these instruments were more prone to bending, and 
stiffness was an important consideration. 
 Even Gibson used laminated necks on their pre-1920 models. In 1921, Gibson’s engineer 
Thaddeus McHugh filed for a patent on a steel truss rod design (for which he was awarded US 
Patent 1,446,758 on February 27, 1923) and by 1922 – while the patent was in filing awaiting 
approval - Gibson was using steel truss rods in all of its instrument models. (Gibson’s very 
earliest instruments with steel truss rods boasted a nickel-plated truss rod cover for a period of 
about six production months after the truss rod was first implemented.)

 While McHugh’s patent was interesting, it had a major flaw. McHugh’s design had its an-
chor point low in the peghead, and low in the heel with the idea that drawing these low points 
together would force a bow (high spot) in the middle of the fretboard to counteract the bend-
ing problem, and this bending force would straighten the fretboard again. However, when one 
tightened the truss rod nut, the neck would straighten to a point and then develop a hollow 
again after additional tightening. This phenomenon was caused by the fact that when the rod is 
tightened, it wants to straighten out, taking the neck with it, and bending the neck the wrong 
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Fig. 2. A view through a Martin guitar neck (looking towards the heel) shows the 
square steel tube used by Martin until several years ago.

Continued on A-19

Fig. 1. Here is a copy Thaddeus McHugh’s patent drawing showing a cross section of the neck 
for his truss rod design. Note how the truss rod is positioned so that the curved portion is 
closer to the fretboard than the two anchor points. This is a good idea, but his design was 
upside down.

Fig. 3. Strings of the same tuning, type, and gauge – as in the pairs on a mandolin or 12-string 
guitar – will sound different depending on the direction they are attacked.
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see that striking down on the string 
energizes the string in an orbit that 
is mainly towards the bass foot of 
the bridge. When you pick up on 
the string, it drives the string into 
an orbit that is mainly towards the 
treble foot of the bridge. Each of 
these motions has a different affect 
on how the strings’ energy is trans-
mitted to the soundboard and to 
the corresponding tone bars, and 
this is exactly why the two strings 
sound different when picked in 
different directions. Next months, 
I’ll go further into this and talk 
about the “angle of attack” – one 
of several means of “attack.”
 See you next month

© Copyright 2014, Roger H. 
Siminoff, Atascadero, CA.
	 If	 you	 have	 questions	 you	
would like answered, please email: 
siminoff@siminoff.net, or write 
to Roger Siminoff, PO Box 2992, 
Atascadero, CA 93423.

Roger Siminoff is an honorary 
life-time member of CBA and was 
the founder of Pickin’ and Frets 
magazines. Roger has written 
more than 10 books on instru-
ment set-up and construction, and 
countless articles on instrument 
repair and set up. For more on 
Roger Siminoff, Siminoff Banjo 
and Mandolin Parts, Gibson and 
Lloyd Loar history, visit his web 
site at: 
www.siminoff.net.

The Luthier’s 
Corner

From page A-18

I am a man
Of occasional sorrow
I’ve seen trouble
Now and then
I bid farewell
To my old homestead
I found a place
With cheaper rent.

For six long weeks
I’ve lost my way now
Nowhere to turn
Can’t seem to think
So in this world
I’m bound to ramble
My GPS
Is on the blink.

I am a man
Of occasional sorrow
I have a hangnail
And two paper cuts
I dropped my smartphone
In the toilet
I can’t believe
I’m such a klutz.

Fare thee well
My own true lover
To leave you now
Is my sad fate
It’s your desire
Never to see me
And only after
Just one date

They can lay me down
In some deep valley
I am so weary
I am so tired
I will not travel
I will not leave there
My airline miles
Have all expired.

I am a man
Of occasional sorrow
I fear grim death
Will come too soon.
There is no time
To live life over
And now my banjo’s
Gone out of tune.

The Old Time Rambler 
By Geff Crawford

 This month’s column will ap-
pear in the “Breakdown” that’s dis-
tributed at the Father’s Day Festi-
val. Since jammers there are always 
looking for fresh tunes and songs, 
it seems appropriate to offer this 
new song that crosses over the line 
between old-time and bluegrass.  
Its melody should be familiar to 
many.  Imagine, as you walk among 
the campsites on one of those warm 
June evenings, hearing old-time 
and bluegrass versions of this song 

blending through the tall trees.  It’s 
called “Man Of Occasional Sor-
row” as performed in the movie, 
“O Brother-In-Law, Where Art The 
Hundred You Borrowed?”

three months old and by the time we 
went home she had her own fan club.  
We will continue up to the Susanville 
Bluegrass Festival for another week.  
Sophie is hoping to see the friends 
she made last year, especially Dara 
from Ashland, Oregon.
 Welcome to my kitchen!  I have 
been sharing for the last few issues 
the chaos we have been experienc-
ing in moving after living in West 
Point for 27 years.  Well…..we made 
it!  What amazed me most was that 
our movers (3 Men and a Truck---it 
actually turned out to be 5 men and 
two trucks!) packed up all the furni-
ture in two hours, drove the 20 miles 
to Sutter Creek and had the trucks 
unpacked in another two hours with 
the furniture unwrapped and placed 
where we wanted it.  They were so 
professional and the bill actually 
was	less	than	their	original	quote.	 	I	
would highly recommend them.  The 
day we moved out we received and 
accepted an offer on the house.  Life 
sometimes surprises me with how 
smoothly things can go if I am will-
ing to turn it over to the good lord.  
 I thought I would really miss 
my gourmet kitchen with the granite 
countertops and stainless steel appli-
ances, but this little galley kitchen 
has actually made me more efficient.  

 Happy June, Happy Father’s 
Day and welcome to the CBA’s Fa-
ther’s Day Festival in Grass Valley if 
you are reading this from your chair 
or blanket in the lovely grassy stage 
area.  It will be an exciting weekend 
with the fabulous lineup of mu-
sicians. We plan to spend a week 
with our motorhome and just relax.  
I know our miniature Australian 
Shepherd Sophie will be lapping up 
the petties she will receive.  Last year 
was her first festival.  She was only 

Meet Me In the Kitchen By Eileen Kleinschmidt
I can stand in one place with my 
right foot firmly planted, pivot, and 
reach every space.  Granted, most of 
the cabinets seem to have been built 
for giants, but that’s why they make 
stepstools.
 In last month’s issue of the 
Breakdown I shared a recipe for 
Spicy Dr. Pepper Ribs.  I should 
mention that Gary isn’t a lover of 
spicy food so I substituted 5 ounces 
of ketchup for the 5 ounces of chi-
potle peppers packed in Adobo.  We 
are having these ribs tomorrow night 
for our company.  Anyway, it seems 
that marinades made with soda are 
becoming more popular.  I found 
this recipe for Grilled Chicken with 
7-Up Marinade.  Oh so good!  The 
citrus soda 7-Up was created in 
1929.  “7” was selected because the 
original containers were 7 ounces.  
“UP” indicated the direction of the 
bubbles.

Grilled Chicken with 
7-Up Marinade

2 cups 7-Up
1 cup soy sauce
1 Tbsp. horseradish
½ tsp. minced garlic
1 cup oil
Cut up chicken

Eileen Kleinschmidt

 In a medium bowl, mix all 
marinade ingredients together.  
Trim chicken and poke holes with 
a fork.  Place chicken in a 9x13 
inch pan and pour marinade over 
the top and cover with plastic 
wrap.  Place in fridge and mari-
nate 8 hours or overnight.
 Drain chicken, grill and en-
joy!

 Sometimes I don’t want to 
spend a lot of time in the kitchen.  I 
just want to whip up something fast 
(besides a bowl of cereal!) yet have 
it taste delicious.  Here is a dish that 
fits the bill.  It only takes about 5 
minutes to prepare and 10 minutes 
to cook.

Garlic Ginger Shrimp 
Stir Fry

2 Tbsp. oyster sauce
1 Tbsp. soy sauce
handful of fresh cilantro, 

chopped
2 tsp. cornstarch
½ pound shrimp, peeled and 

deveined (you can leave 
the tails on)

1 Tbsp. cooking oil
5 stalks green onions, 

chopped (white and light 
green parts)

2 garlic cloves, finely minced
2 teaspoons fresh ginger, fine-

ly minced or grated

 In a small bowl, combine oyster 
sauce, soy sauce and cilantro and set 
aside.  
 Pat the shrimp very dry with 
paper towels.  In a medium bowl, 
add shrimp and cornstarch and toss 
to coat.
 In a wok or large sauté pan 
over high heat, add half the cook-
ing oil and swirl to coat the bottom 
of the pan.  When the wok is very 
hot, add the shrimp in a single lay-
er and cook partially until one side 
is seared brown, about 1 minute.  
Flip and sear the other side of each 
shrimp, about one more minute.  
They don’t need to be cooked all the 
way through yet.  Remove them to a 
plate and set aside.
 Turn the heat down to medium 
and let the wok cool off a bit.  Add 
the remaining cooking oil and add 
green onion, garlic and ginger (the 
Chinese Trinity) and stir fry for a 
minute until fragrant.
 Pour in the sauce mixture and 
add the shrimp back into the pan.  
Stir fry for another minute until 
shrimp is cooked through.  Serve 
immediately.

 Before you know it, zucchini 
will be plentiful on the vine and you 
will be searching for new recipes.  
Here is one I like to serve as a side 
dish with grilled chicken or steak.

Grilled Garlic 
Parmesan Zucchini

3 zucchini
3 Tbsp. butter, softened
2 cloves garlic, minced
1 Tbsp. chopped fresh parsley

½ cup freshly grated Parme-
san cheese

 Preheat grill to medium 
high heat and lightly oil the 
grate.
 Cut zucchini in half cross-
wise, then slice each half into 3 
slices lengthwise, making 6 slices 
per zucchini.
 Mix the butter, garlic, and 
parsley in a bowl and spread the 
mixture on both sides of each 
zucchini slice.  Sprinkle one 
side of each slice with Parme-
san cheese and place the slices, 
cheese sides up, crosswise on 
the preheated grill to keep them 
from falling through.
 Grill the zucchini until the 
cheese has melted and the slices 
are cooked through and show 
grill marks, about 8 minutes.  

 As long as you have the grill 
fired up, try this delicious summer-
time side dish.  It is especially good 
sliced and put into a salad.

Savory Grilled 
Peaches

2 Tbsp. olive oil
½ tsp. chopped fresh basil
1/4 tsp. chopped fresh thyme
salt and pepper to taste
6 fresh peaches, halved and 
pitted

 Preheat grill for medium 
heat and lightly oil the grate.
 Whisk olive oil, basil, 
thyme, salt and pepper together 
in a bowl.  Allow flavors to com-
bine for 5 minutes.  Brush on in-
side flesh of peach halves.
 Grill peaches, flesh sides 
down until softened and grill 
marks appear, about 4 minutes.

Fun Food Facts:
 Pound cake got its name from 
its original recipe, which called for 
a pound each of butter, eggs, sugar, 
and flour.  (Next month look for a 
recipe for Lemon Rhubarb Ricotta 
Pound Cake!)
	 They	 have	 square	 watermel-
ons in Japan.  They stack better.
 Who Knew?

“It’s a sad waste of opportunity to eat 
badly.”   
- Motto of Little Sparrow Café, 
Santa Ana, CA



A-20 Bluegrass Breakdown June 2014

Joe Weed & Highland Studios

We know acoustic music!
Recording, Editing
Mixing, Mastering

Bluegrass Masters

1(800)354-5580
JoeWeed.com

New folks can visit our past
 In each of my prior three columns, I 
wrote about “stuff to consider before the fes-
tival season.”  One of the benefits of being a 
CBA member is that you gain online access 
to archived copies of this newspaper.  When 
I	joined	the	CBA,	I	got	acquainted	with	this	
community by reading several past issues; I 
came to “know” several members before I ever 
met them.  Joining also entitles you to admis-
sion discounts at several festivals each year.
 In two recent columns, I addressed the 
unpleasant reality of “thing going wrong.”  Fid-
dler Mark O’Connor posted this on Facebook 
on April 4:  “I broke my violin tonight.  Five 
minutes before I was supposed to go on stage 
with the symphony orchestra. I set it down on 
the	table,	turned	quickly	and	it	was	pulled	to	
the floor and the entire top split.”  Around that 
timeframe, a guitarist posted “Who wants to 
buy a Martin guitar with protective shipping 
case?” which sadly was meant to be tongue-in-
cheek: a portion of the top (front) of his gui-
tar was sheared off.  I share these anecdotes as 
reminders that even the pros can have a really 
bad day (and as an enticement to get you to 
read my past columns in the archives).
 On the CBA website is a section called 
“Hooked On Bluegrass.”  It’s a fun place to 
learn about how other people became in-
volved with stringed music.  It includes a 
handful of industry notables alongside several 
hundred CBA members.  Each story includes 
a photo, so this is another way for newcomers 
to	acquaint	themselves	with	their	new	extend-
ed family.

Ideas for fans – and for 
non-fans
 I’m sure there are readers who will be 
attending a music festival not entirely due to 
their own choosing.  Don’t forget that there’s 
usually “stuff to do and see” within a reason-
able distance of almost any musical venue.  Do 
some pre-trip planning and arrange to visit 
some other places nearby; but in all honesty, 
even at a music festival, there are things to do 
besides listening to music or playing music.
 Most festivals include events that are 
geared especially for kids; and festivals are gen-
erally safe places to allow kids to wander freely 
and make new friends.  (You know, like you 
did, in decades past, when streets were safer 
and life was slower-paced.)  I know of fami-
lies that utilize festivals so that grandkids and 
grandparents can bond – and the parents can 

have some private time.
 At FDF, the “Youth Academy” program 
is especially for youth who need guidance 
and musical instruction, while “Kids On 
Bluegrass” (a.k.a. “Kids On Stage”) offers the 
possibility to perform on the Main Stage, for 
those who have good mastery of their instru-
ments.
 The back of the “Bluegrass Breakdown” 
has a calendar full of events.  I have prepared 
a 4-page “PDF file” list of festivals, house 
concerts, retail stores, museums, radio pro-
grams, etc.  I think this is a handy resource 
for newcomers.  If you’d like a copy, e-mail 
me at AFrench123 [at] comcast.net.

 When visiting the Nevada County 
area, check out the activities listed at www.
GrassValleyChamber.com.  A few of my own 
suggestions are below.
 The 1800’s mining town of North 
Bloomfield lies within Malakoff Diggins 
State Park, northeast of Grass Valley.  The 
old town feels like a Hollywood “wild west” 
movie set without the actors; it is truly au-
thentic, not just a tourist-friendly mock-up.  
(A horse or a 4WD vehicle can be the best 
way to get there, in fact, depending on the 
route you take.)  Guided tours are led ONCE 
daily at 1:30 pm.  Bring your own food and 
water with you (seriously!).
 The Empire Mine and the North Star 
Mine are both very close by to the Nevada 
County Fairgrounds.  Those with an inter-
est in vintage railroading should pay a visit 
to Nevada County Narrow Gauge Railroad 
Museum.
 If you’re driving through the Sacra-
mento area, you might stop at The Heidrick 
Agricultural History Museum in Woodland 
(www.aghistory.org).  They have a variety of 
exhibits and activities throughout the year; 
and various forms of Americana music are 
typically performed at their events.
 Festival-goers tend to be friendly; if you 
have	 questions	 or	 concerns,	 just	 ask	 some-
one!

The Allan French Column 
by Allan French

Allan French

CALIFORNIA MADE SINCE 1975
Makers of Deering, Goodtime, Vega, Tenbrooks Banjo and

Mandolin Parts
PO Box 1388, Arroyo Grande, CA 93421

805.474.4876 • siminoff@siminoff.net 
Professional parts for luthiers worldwide since 1960

For more information visit
www.siminoff.net or write:

Atascadero, CA • 805.365.7111 • www.siminoff.net

A family-owned
business making

precison parts
for luthiers
worldwide

since 1960SiminoffMandos

Our custom-made F5, F4, A5, and H5 (mandola) kits are heralded 
as the best of class. All parts are precision crafted in our shop in 
California and are ready for assembly and sanding. Each kit in-
cludes a copy of The Ultimate Bluegrass Mandolin Construction 
Manual (200 pages) including a set of full-size computer-generated 
working drawings. Kits are available in several versions to suit vari-
ous levels of building expertise. 
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Wayne Erbsen’s Log Cabin Music

Wayne Erbsen

By Wayne Erbsen © 2014
 Earlier this week I did a music 
program for two 4th grade classes at 
a school near my home in Asheville, 
North Carolina. Generally when I 
do these shows I bring an open-back 
banjo, fiddle, guitar, and sometimes 
a mandolin. I always try to stress to 
the kids that it’s really fun to play 
music, and that it’s not hard to learn. 
I let the kids know that anyone, of 
any age, can learn to play music. I 
feel strongly that kids should be giv-
en the clear message that learning to 
play an instrument is a fun, easy, and 
natural thing to do.
 After my program was over and 
the students were filing out, one kid 
stayed behind. He walked right up 
to me, looked straight in the eyes 
and said, “Sir, it takes ten years to 

learn to play an instrument.” I was 
shocked! I tried to explain to him 
that he was mistaken. As an exam-
ple, I told him the story that when 
I was just sixteen years old I entered 
the Topanga Canyon Banjo Contest 
after playing only two weeks and 
walked away with a third place rib-
bon in the beginners’ category. One 
year later I won first place in the ad-
vanced bluegrass banjo category. To 
my surprise, this kid wasn’t buying 
a word of it. I could see him set his 
jaw, and he restated his conviction 
that “it takes ten years to learn to 
play an instrument.” I could tell by 
the tone of his voice and the look 
of determination on his face that 
I wasn’t ever going to change his 
mind.
 To a kid of nine or ten years 
old, ten years is a lifetime! How 
did it happen that for this child, it 
is an indisputable fact that it takes 
a lifetime to learn to play a musical 
instrument? All I can do is point 

the finger at some stupid adult who 
has ruint this kid with their neg-
ativism and wrongheadedness. If 
I could talk to that adult, I would 
tell them that learning to play a mu-
sical instrument can be fairly easy 
if it’s taught right. Some teachers, 
books and videos make things much 
harder than they need to be. Un-
fortunately for this kid, his mind is 
already made up. Pity. I’m sure he 
would have made a fine musician.
 So right now might be a good 
time to talk about what it takes to 
play a musical instrument. Can 
anyone do it? After teaching blue-
grass music on various instruments 
for over fifty years, I’ve come to the 
conclusion that just about every-
body has what it takes to learn to 
play. Being successful on an instru-
ment mainly depends on one thing: 
determination. If you’re determined 
enough, and work hard at it, you can 
overcome whatever obstacles stand 
in your way. Of course, it helps 

Can Anyone Learn 
to Play a Musical 
Instrument?

to get started on the right foot by 
taking lessons with a competent in-
structor who has experience teach-
ing someone with your particular 
skills, or lack thereof !
 If you’re one of those people 
who has stood on the sidelines 
and watched happy pickers jam-
ming away at a party or festival, I 
strongly invite you to get you an 
instrument and get started learn-
ing to play. It’s going to be a lot eas-
ier then you ever thought it would 
be. Which bluegrass instrument to 
learn? It all depends on you. Don’t 
select an instrument only because 
you have heard is the easiest. In-
stead, start with the instrument 
that you’re the most fired up about. 
Forget about what some people say 
is an easy or difficult instrument. 
And don’t be fooled into thinking 
it takes ten years to learn to play an 
instrument. With determination 
and guts (and a good book and/
or instructor), you’ll be pickin’ up 

a storm in no time. Trust me.

Wayne Erbsen has been teaching 
banjo, fiddle, guitar and mandolin 
since dinosaurs roamed the earth 
(really about fifty years). Original-
ly from California, he now makes 
his home in Asheville, North Car-
olina. He has written over thirty 
songbooks and instructions books 
for banjo, fiddle, guitar and man-
dolin. Check out his new web site 
at www.nativeground.com

Joe Weed’s Studio Insider

Joe Weed

Grass Valley and 
Cycling in the South
 I hope you’ll stop by either or 
both of my workshops at the 2014 
Father’s Day Bluegrass Festival at 
Grass Valley.  They are in Building 
F, near the food concessions:

Friday June 13, Dinner Time: 
Fiddle Tune histories with Joe 
Weed: 
      Bob Wills’ Faded Love and 
Maiden’s Prayer 
 I’ve traveled throughout Tex-
as, visited Wills’ birthplace, and 
filmed the home where he learned 
to fiddle.  Come see pictures and 
video, hear the stories, and learn 
how Wills’ tunes evolved from 

19th Century music.

Saturday June 14 Lunch 
Hour:  Recording Acoustic 
Instruments in Your Home 
Studio
	 Please	 bring	 your	 questions	
about recording your acoustic in-
struments, making a better home 
studio, and producing an album for 
your band. I’ll be happy to answer 
them and facilitate discussion. I 
look forward to lively interactions 
at this always-popular workshop!

Music opens doors in 
far-away places
 I’ve just returned from a 
1200-mile bicycle trip through the 

South with my wife, Marty Kend-
all.  We began near Houston, TX, 
and cycled east through Beaumont 
and Port Arthur, both important 
stops in the early years of western 
swing and honky-tonk fiddling. 
We continued through southern 
Louisiana, and on a tip from Suzy 
Thompson, we found Ellis Vani-
cor, 84, a wonderful Cajun fiddler 
performing at a roadhouse with his 
band, the Lacassine Playboys.  After 
cycling through Lafayette, Morgan 
City, Baton Rouge and Natchez, 
we elected to leave the loud Mis-
sissippi highways behind and take 
the Natchez Trace up to Nashville, 
TN. The Trace is an historic high-
way built in the early 19th century 

during Thomas Jefferson’s presiden-
cy.  
 Today’s well-paved 2-lane Nat-
chez Trace Parkway is off-limits to 
commercial traffic, and provides a 
scenic	 and	 quiet	 route	 for	 cyclists,	
vacationers and locals through ru-
ral Mississippi, northwest Alabama, 
and southwest Tennessee.  It ends 
in Nashville, so Marty and I had a 
great time visiting friends there and 
checking out some music before 
heading home (in a plane).
 Traveling by bicycle is a com-
pletely different experience from 
traveling by car.  It’s an adventure 
every day. When you aren’t sur-
rounded by a glass and aluminum 
shell with an accelerator and brakes, 
you breathe, smell, hear, see and feel 
the world in an immediate way. It’s 
much the way people experienced 
travel before cars and trains. Hu-
man interactions, wildlife viewing, 
and weather effects are much more 
immediate. Sometimes that’s great, 
and sometimes it’s not. 
 On our long-distance bicycle 
trips, we’ve come to appreciate the 
camaraderie with other distance 
cyclists. We only met a few on this 
long trip, but the interactions were 
immediate and close. We share a 
bond that only we understand.  We 
trade information about road and 
weather conditions, other cyclists, 
lodging, hazards to avoid and sites 
to	catch.		The	bond	is	a	unique	time-
and space-based folkloric continu-
um, something like what musicians 
share. 
 Sometimes it’s a bit strenuous, 
but we usually get in pretty good 
shape after a few days.  If you aver-
age 10 miles per hour, and are on 
the road by 9:00 AM, then you’ve 
covered 30 miles by lunch time. By 
afternoon you’ve covered another 
20.  We usually average around 50 
miles a day, because we like to stop 

frequently	 and	 look	 at	 birds,	 take	
pictures, talk with people, or shop 
for necessities. We carry very little: 
a couple of changes of clothes, our 
fiddles, our cameras and computers, 
and toiletries. Oh— and rain gear. 
We don’t camp, preferring to stay at 
inexpensive motels and occasionally 
B&Bs. Lodging is inexpensive in the 
South.
 I hope you opt to try day-long 
or multi-day bicycle trips in your 
area. It’s great fun and provides a 
wonderful new perspective on fa-
miliar surroundings.  And if you 
play a small instrument, pack one to 
take with you!

Joe Weed records acoustic music at 
his Highland Studios near Los Ga-
tos, California.  He has released six 
albums of his own, produced many 
projects for independent artists and 
labels, and does sound tracks for 
film, TV and museums. Joe’s com-
position “Hymn to the Big Sky” was 
heard in “The Dust Bowl,” a film 
by Ken Burns, which premiered 
nationally on PBS November 18 
and 19, 2012.  Joe recently pro-
duced “Pa’s Fiddle,” a collection 
of 19th-century American music 
played by “Pa” Charles Ingalls, fa-
ther of Laura Ingalls Wilder, the 
author of the “Little House on the 
Prairie” book series. Reach Joe by 
calling (408) 353-3353, by email 
at joe@highlandpublishing.com, or 
by visiting joeweed.com.
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June 21-22 
Presidio Middle School
Geary and 30th in SF
Noon to 10PM
www.sffolkfest.org

 In its 38th year, the SF Free 
Folk Festival isn’t getting any easier 
to	sum	up	in	one	quick	sound	bite.
It isn’t a music festival, but there 
are nearly 50 hours of music con-
certs.
 This year we feature: The 

Wronglers, the Sylvia Herold En-
semble, Diego Jameau-The Whis-
tler (from Haiti), The Rowan 
Brothers, Windy Hill (old school 
bluegrass from hot new ensem-
ble), Larry Hanks and Deborah 
Robins (returning to the festival 
after more than 10 years), The 
Littlest Birds (from Santa Cruz), 
Amelia Hogan, the Banjo Babes 
Review, Maurice Tani & 77 El 
Deora, Doug Blumer & Bohemi-
an Highway (festival premiere), 

The San Francisco Free Folk Festival 2014
Young Ireland (father and son do-
ing original and trad songs), Stevie 
Coyle (founding member of the 
Waybacks), and Powell St John 
(wrote songs for Janice Joplin and 
the 13th Floor Elevator).  Brooks 
Hunnicutt, Robert Kent Thorn-
ton, and Laurie Oz will once again 
trek here from Oklahoma and 
Georgia to play their original and 
traditional Americana favorites.
 It’s not a dance festival, but 
there will be more than 40 hours 

Nashville, TN - Rhonda Vincent 
can now add crime-stopper to her list 
of impressive accomplishments. The 
successful business woman has been 
making headlines from a recent run-
in with an employee from a company 
hired by Vincent to clean her tour bus.
 Convicted thief, Adam Parker is 
the alleged culprit in the crime. Park-
er is a former employee at Hemphill 
Brothers Coach Company, a compa-
ny that houses and leases tour buses to 
some of the biggest stars in all of mu-
sic. 
 After Rhonda suspected money 
began missing in 2013, she decided 
to take action and figure out where 
it was going.  She invested in a hid-
den camera that was hidden inside 
an alarm clock. To further improve 
her investigation, she placed $6000 
dollars in the safe that she covered in 
dusting powder. This special powder 
contained a residue that will remain 
on your hands for up to 30 days. 
 Due to Rhonda’s strategic plan-
ning, she was able to get the culprit on 
camera stealing money from the safe. 
At the time the crime was commit-
ted, “I grabbed a T-shirt. I grabbed a 
wig, sunglasses and a fake cigarette,” 
Vincent said. She was able to view the 
crime in real-time due to the hidden 
camera technology.  By the time Vin-
cent reached the tour bus, the hidden 
camera had been turned upside down, 
and Parker was gone. 
 Hemphill Brothers released a 
statement saying: “Once the identity 
of the employee was discovered, his 
employment was terminated and we 
cooperated with Ms. Vincent to re-
port the matter to the Metro Police 
Department. In 34 years we have nev-
er had something like this to occur [...] 
This was an isolated incident and one 
that we trust will not occur again.”

Rhonda Vincent 
catches thief with 
hidden video 
surveillance

of dance workshops, performanc-
es, and evening dances. Klezmer, 
zydeco, salsa and Latin, line dance, 
belly dance, Bollywood, East 
Coast swing, and more.
 Ever want to learn to play but-
ton accordion, or ukulele? There 
are 40 hours of music workshops: 
Ballads, fiddle, Carter style guitar, 
and more. In fact a lot of people 
might not realize that the music 
and dance workshops are the big 
hits of the festival each year.  

 The most popular workshop 
of all is the Beatles sing-along. 
This year folks will be belting out 
Eleanor Rigby and Yesterday in the 
main auditorium for the first time.
Bring the kids because there are 
many hours of fun kid activities.
In the evening there will be coun-
try,	waltz,	Cajun,	and	square	danc-
ing.
 I will be on JoAnn Mar’s ra-
dio program on KALW (91.7) Sat 
June 7th 3-5 talking up the fest.

Rhonda Vincent.



June 2014                                                                                                    Bluegrass Breakdown A-23

California Bluegrass
Association CBA Youth Academy

Father's Day Festival, Grass Valley, CA 

4 day camp, Wednesday through Saturday,

 June 11-14, 2014
Beginning to Advanced players, ages 8-16

Tuition: $300 (Scholarships available)

Contact: 
Darby Brandli,
Liaison to the Youth Program
(510) 735-6364 
darbycba@gmail.com www.cbaontheweb.org
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CBA Calendar of Upcoming Music Events
BAND GIGS & CONCERTS
June
06/07/2014 - Peter Feldman & The 

Very Lonesome Trio will play 
at Koehler Winery, 5360 Fox-
en Canyon Road, Los Olivos 
- Please join us for a delightful 
afternoon - bring a lawn chair or 
blanket to relax on our beautiful 
lawn area. For more information, 
call (805) 693-8384 or email 
kristy@koehlerwinery.com.

06/12/2014 - Foghorn Stringband 
will play at Freight & Salvage, 
2020 Addison Street, Berkeley 
- For more information email 
info@freightandsalvage.org or 
visit http://www.djhamouris.
com/?section=berkeley_dulci-
mer_gathering. 

06/27/2014 - Oakland - USS Po-
tomac, 540 Water Street - Jack 
London	 Square.	 Bill	 Evans	 will	
play dockside on board the Pres-
idential Yacht Potomac For more 
information or reservations, call 
510-627-1215 or email usspo-
tomacnews@gmail.com or visit 
http://www.usspotomac.org. 

July
07/02/2014 - Carolina Chocolate 

Drops will play at Gallo Center 
for the Arts, Gallo Center for 
the Arts 1000 I Street, Modesto 
- For more information, call 
Ticket Office at 209-485-4553 
or email unclelonnypresents@
gmail.com or visit http://www.
galloarts.org. 

07/05/2014 - Bill Evans will play at 
St Cyprian’s Church, 2097 Turk 
at Lyon, San Francisco - For 
more information visit http://
www.sfbluegrass.org/13fest/
schedule.html#date2013-02-07. 

07/05/2014 - Chris Thile & The 
Punch Brothers will play at Lin-
coln Theater Napa Valley, Napa 
Valley Performing Arts Cen-
ter 100 California Dr , Yount-
ville - All-star bluegrass band 
The Punch Brothers, featuring 
five virtuosi: mandolinist Chris 
Thile, violinist Gabe Witcher, 
banjoist Noam Pikelny, guitar-
ist Chris Eldridge, and bassist 
Paul Kowert, will bring their 
genre-busting harmonies and 
blazing bluegrass For more in-
formation, call Chris Knudsen at 
707-944-9900 or email Chrisk@
lincolntheater.org  or visit www.
lincolntheater.org. 

07/06/2014 - Bill Evans will play 
at Don Quixote’s International 
Music Hall, 6275 Highway 9 
and Graham Hill Road in Felton 
Located just 10 minutes from 
Santa Cruz in downtown Felton. 
, Felton - For more information 
visit	 http://www.donquixo-
tesmusic.com/. 

07/06/2014 - Peter Rowan will play 
at Rancho Nicasio, 1 Ranche-
ria	 Road	On	 the	 Town	 Square,	
Nicasio - For more informa-
tion, call 415- 662 - 2219 or 

visit http://www.ranchonicasio.
com/ 

07/09/2014 - Kruger Brothers will 
play at Freight & Salvage, 2020 
Addison Street, Berkeley - For 
more information email info@
freightandsalvage.org 

07/12/2014 - Canyon Johnson will 
play at A Place for Sustainable 
Living, 1121 64th Street , Oak-
land - PLACE for Sustainable 
Living hosted benefit in support 
of an urban agricultural coop. 
We’re sharing the stage with our 
good friends Mountain Dojo. It’s 
gonna be a great night! $10-20 
sliding scale based on what you 
can pay.  For more information 
visit http://canyonjohnson.org/
gigs/2014/place-07-12.php.

REGULAR SHOWS
If there are additions, updates or 
deletions to the regular performanc-
es please email candy.sponhaltz@
gmail.com for changes to the calen-
dar listings, both in the Breakdown 
and online.

Albatross Pub, Whiskey Brothers 
on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays, 
1822 San Pablo Ave, 2 blocks 
north of University Ave, Berke-
ley.  For more information visit 
http://www.albatrosspub.com. 

Amnesia every Monday, 853 Valen-
cia St, between 19th and 20th, 
San Francisco. For more infor-
mation, call 415-970-0012 or 
visit http://amnesiathebar.com

1st Monday: Front Country
2nd Monday: Toshio Hirano
3rd Monday: Windy Hill
4th Monday: The Earl Brothers

Atlas Café, 3049 20th Street (at 
Alabama), San Francisco. For 
more information, call JimBo 
Trout at 415-648-1047 or email 
jimbotrout@gmail.com or visit 
http://www.atlascafe.net.

Every Saturday: Craig Ventresco & 
Meredith Axelrod

Pacifica Moose Lodge every 4th 
Friday: The Dim Lights at 776 
Bradford Way, 94044, Pacifi-
ca, from 6:30 to 9 p.m... Great, 
cheap food & drinks. All ages 
welcome! For more information, 
call Vicki Frankel at 650 740-
0181 or email vicki.frankel@
gmail.com

Rough & Ready Grange Hall every 
Sunday: The Fruit Jar Pickers, 
Rough & Ready Highway about 
five miles west of Grass Valley in 
Rough & Ready: For more in-
formation, call 530-272-4320 or 
visit www.roughandreadycham-
ber.com. 

Sam’s BBQ every Tuesday & 
Wednesday, 1110 S Bascom Ave, 
San Jose: For more information 
email	sam@samsbbq.com	or	vis-

it	http://www.samsbbq.com.
1st Tuesday: Bean Creek
1st and 3rd Wednesday: Sidesaddle
2nd Tuesday: Carolina Special
2nd Wednesday: Dark Hollow
3rd Tuesday: Cabin Fever
4th Tuesday: Windy Hill
4th Wednesday: Loganville

San Gregorio General Store, High-
way 84 and Stage Road, San Gre-
gorio: For more information vis-
it http://www.sangregoriostore.
com/.

2nd Saturday: Harmony Grits
3rd Sunday: The Circle R Boys

The Liberty Café; Karen Celia Heil, 
many times with a guest, plays 
Old-Time songs and tunes, one 
Friday per month at The Lib-
erty Cafe, 410 Cortland Ave, 
downtown Bernal Heights, San 
Francisco. Exact Friday to be an-
nounced on oldtimesf. Located 
in the cottage behind the main 
restaurant, 7:00 to 9:00 PM; 
full Cafe menu available. 410 
Cortland Ave. SF, CA 94110 | 
415.695.8777 http://www.the-
libertycafe.com

The Station Grill every Saturday, 
Dusty Shoes Gospel Band, 170 
W Grand Ave, Grover Beach.  
For more information, call 
(805) 489-3030 or visit http://
dustyshoesbluegrassgospelband.
org/.

The Sand Dollar Restaurant, 3458 
Shoreline Highway, Stinson 
Beach at noon every Sunday with 
JimBo Trout & the Fishpeople, 
Savannah Blu, Ed Neff Trio, 
Dark Hollow and Robert Hart 
Trio: For more information, call 
415-868-0434 or visit http://
www.strinsonbeachrestaurant.
com.

Willowbrook Ale House every 
Thursday, 3600 Petaluma Blvd 
N, Petaluma a weekly gig fea-
turing three life time CBA 
honorees. Usually it is Blue & 
Lonesome personnel, sometimes 
we have audience participation. 
Sometimes we call the band Ed 
Neff and Friends. We have stellar 
sit ins when a regular member 
cannot make it For more infor-
mation or reservations, call Ed 
Neff at 707-778-8175 or email 
ed@edneff.com  or visit http://
edneff.com.  For more informa-
tion, call (707) 775-4232.

WORKSHOPS & MUSIC 
CAMPS
06/08/2014 - 06/11/2014 - CBA 

Music Camp at the Nevada 
County Fairgrounds, 11228 
McCourtney Rd. Grass Valley. 
For more information or reser-
vations, call Peter and Janet at 
360-647-0741 or email info@
cbamusiccamp.org  or visit 

http://cbamusiccamp.com  
06/11/2014 – 06/11/2014 – CBA 

Youth Academy at the Nevada 
County Fairgrounds, 11228 
McCourtney Rd, Grass Valley.  
For more information contact 
Darby Brandli at darbyandbru-
no@comcast.net or call Darby 
at 510-735-6364 or Kate Hamre 
at 907-350-2562 or visit http://
www.bluegrasscampsforkids.
com/camp.php?camp_id=30 

06/16/2014 - 06/19/2014 Su-
sanville - Lassen County Fair-
grounds, 195 Russell Avenue. 
For more information or reserva-
tions, call 530-251-8900 or visit 
http://susanvillebluegrass.com/
music-camp. 

06/21/2014 - 06/21/2014 – Au-
toharp Workshop with Tina 
Louise Barr - San Francisco Free 
Folk Festival, 450 30th Avenue. 
Autoharp Workshop For more 
information or reservations visit 
www.SFFolkFest.org. 

07/06/2014 - 07/19/2014 Auburn 
- CCMC, Camp is held at a re-
treat location in Placer County, 
about 3 hours northeast of San 
Francisco. Maps and driving 
directions are mailed to all reg-
istered campers about a month 
before camp begins. . A Camp 
for Acoustic Musicians and Vo-
calists For more information or 
reservations, call 650-306-0399 
or email info@musiccamp.org 
or visit http://www.musiccamp.
org/camp_summer.php. 

FESTIVALS
June 2014
06/12/2014 - 06/15/2014 - CBA 

Father’s Day Festival in Grass 
Valley at the Nevada County 
Fairgrounds, 11228 McCourt-
ney Rd. . The 39th Annual Fa-
ther’s Day Festival is right around 
the corner with another spectac-
ular lineup of national headlin-
ers, impressive California talent, 
workshops, camping, jamming 
and more, all under the pines in 
the scenic Sierra Foothills. Bands 
Include: Town Mountain, Junios 
Sisk & Ramblers Choice, Kathy 
Kallick Band, Foghorn String-
band, Laurie Lewis & The Right 
Hands, Lonesome River Band, 
Deadly Gentlemen, Bucking 
Mules, Kathy and Laurie’s Vern 
& Ray Tribute, Peter Rowan 
Bluegrass Band, Roland White 
& the All-Star Bluegrass Band.   
For more information visit 
http://fathersdayfestival.com/. 

06/13 – 06/15/2014 – Huck Finn 
Jubilee, Cucamonga Guasti Re-
gional Park, 600 N Archibald 
Ave, Ontario.  Bands include:  
Junior Sisk & Ramblers Choice; 
Doyle Lawson & Quicksilver; 
Sam Bush Band; Chris Jones & 
the Night Drivers; Lonesome 
Otis; Dailey & Vincent; Blue-
grass, Etc.; The Salty Suites; 
The Boxcars; The Del McCoury 

Band; The String Cheese Inci-
dent; Dan Crary & Thunder-
ation; Dr. Ralph Stanley; The 
SteelDrivers; Keller Williams 
with the Travelin’ McCoury’s; 
The Gibson Brothers; Rhonda 
Vincent; Next Generation.  For 
more information visit http://
huckfin.com or call 951-780-
8810. 

06/13/2014 – 06/15/2014 – Live 
Oak Music Festival, Live Oak 
Camp, Live Oak is on High-
way 154, 5.2 miles south of the 
Cachuma Lake campground 
and 1.8 miles north of Paradise 
Road in Santa Barbara.  Bands 
include: Cache Valley Drifters; 
Marley’s Ghost; Railroad Earth; 
JD McPherson; Dave Alvin & 
Phil Alvin with Guilty Ones; 
Holly Williams; The Dustbowl 
Revival; Erin English; Sarah Lee 
Guthrie & Johnny Inon.  For 
more information visit http://
www.liveoakfest.org. 

06/16/2014 - 06/22/2014 - Su-
sanville Bluegrass Festival at the 
Lassen County Fairgrounds, 195 
Russell Avenue. Bands Include: 
Cliff Compton & Mountain 
Top, Anderson Family Bluegrass, 
The Roustabouts, North Coun-
try Bluegrass, Kathy Boyd and 
Phoenix Rising, Katy Penn & 
Newtown, The Gaberdine Sis-
ters, Backroads, Bluegrass, Etc. 
and Snap Jackson & the Knock 
on Wood Players. For more in-
formation, call 530-251-8900 or 
visit http://susanvillebluegrass.
com. 

06/21/2014 – 06/22/2014 – San 
Francisco Free Folk Festival, at 
Presidio Middle School, 450 
30th Ave, San Francisco.  Bands 
include:  Stevie Coyle; Windy 
Hill; Three Times Bad; The 
Rowan Brothers; The Littlest 
Birds; Pig’s Foot String Band; 
Jeanie & Chuck Poling; The 
Wronglers; Banjo Babes Review; 
Brokin’ Jug Band; Lighthouse 
String Band; Deborah Robins & 
Larry Hanks; Dusty Moon.  For 
more information visit http://
www.sffolkfest.org/2014/. 

06/27/2014 - 06/29/2014 Kate 
Wolf Music Festival in Layton-
ville at Black Oak Ranch, 50350 
HWY 101 - Black Oak Ranch is 
5 miles north of Laytonville on 
the west side of Highway 101. 
Bands Include: The Duhks, Joan 
Baez, Los Lobos, The Women & 
the Truth, Beau Soleil avec Mi-
chael Doucet, Tim O’Brien & 
Darrell Scott. For more informa-
tion visit http://www.katewolf-
musicfestival.com. 

July 2014
07/10/2014 – 07/13/2014 – Cal-

ifornia Worldfest, at Nevada 
County Fairgrounds, 11228 
McCourtney Road, Grass Valley.  

Continued on A-25
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Bands include:  Claire Lynch 
Band; Banana Slug String Band; 
Kruger Brothers.  For more in-
formation visit http://www.
worldfest.net 

 
August 2014
08/07/2014-08/10/2014 – Good 

Old Fashioned Bluegrass Festi-
val at Bolado Park in Hollister.  
Bands include:  Windy Hill; 
Sidesaddle & Co.; 27 Strings; 
Courthouse Ramblers; Highway 
One; California Pearly Blue; 
Steep Ravine; Stoney Moun-
tain Ramblers; Brookdale Blue-
grass Band; Naked Bootleggers; 
Houston Jones; Jimmy Chicken-
pants; Susie Glaze & The Hilone-
some Band; Abbott Brothers; 
Rainy Day Ramblers; Rhythm 
Roundup; Slide Road; Ventucky 
String Band; Bean Creek; Faux 
Renwah; Red Dog Ash; Rogue 
River; Grassfire; Kids on Stage; 
Amazing Dr. Zarcon’s Breathing 
Machine.   For more informa-
tion visit http://www.scbs.org/
events/gof 

08/08/2014 – 08/11/2014 – Dead 
on the Creek festival at Uncle 
John’s Camp on String Creek 
at 26000 String Creek Road, 
Willits.  Bands include: Frank 
Solivan & Dirty Kitchen, The 
Tuttles with AJ Lee, Front 
Country, Halden Wofford & 
the Hi-Beams and more.  For 
more information email Uncle 
John Phillips at john@deadon-
thecreek.com or visit their web-
site at www.deadonthecreek.
com. 

08/15/2014 – 08/17/2014 – Sum-
merGrass	 San	 Diego,	 Antique	
Gas & Steam Engine Museum, 
2040 N Santa Fe Ave, Vista.  
Bands include:  Michael Cleve-
land & Flamekeeper; Special 
Consensus; Della Mae; Sweet 
Tidings Gospel Jam; Prairie 
Sky; John & Molly; Rusty Gait; 
Sonoran Dogs; Bluegrass, Etc.; 
Shirthouse Bluegrass Band; 
Virtual Strangers; Front Coun-
try.  For more information visit 
http://summergrass.org or email 
info@summergrass.net or call 
858-679-4854.

08/24/2014 - 08/31/2014 Yreka 
– Siskiyou Strings and Threads 
Bluegrass Festival, Siskiyou 
Golden Fairground, 1712 Fair-
lane Rd, Yreka, CA 96097 
(530) 842-2767. A week-long 
event featuring stage shows, in-
structional	 workshops,	 quilting	
buildings, dances, downtown 
jam, 100 RV sites with 30 amp 
electric and water, very easy ac-
cess from the freeway Bands In-
clude: Natural Drift For more 
information, call Gene Bach at 
530-340-0214 or email siskiy-
oustringsandthreads@yahoo.
com  or visit http://siskiyous-
tringsandthreads.com/. 

September 2014
09/16/2014 – 09/21/2014 – The 

Berkeley Old Time Music 
Convention, at various venues 
around the bay area, see website 

at http://www.berkeleyoldti-
memusic.org/ for performances, 
dates and locations. 

09/19/2014 - 09/21/2014 Plym-
outh – Bluegrassin’ in the Foot-
hills at the Amador County 
Fairgrounds, 18621 Sherwood 
& School Streets (Off of High-
way 49). Bands Include: Grass-
Kickers; Adkins & Loudermilk; 
Reno & Harrell; Larry Efaw & 
the Bluegrass Mountaineers; 
Ron Spears & Within Tradition; 
Larry Gillis & His West Coast 
Friends; The BladeRunners; 
Next Generation.  For more 
information, call Larry & Son-
dra Baker at (209) 785-4693 or 
email roaddog@caltel.com or 
visit http://www.landspromo-
tions.com/plymouthhome.htm. 

09/26/2014 - 09/28/2014 Grass 
Valley – KVMR Celtic Festival 
at Nevada County Fairgrounds, 
11228 McCourtney Rd.  . Bands 
Include: The Colleen Raney 
Band, Molly’s Revenge, Cathie 
Ryan, Paddy Keenan and more.   
For more information visit 
http://www.kvmrcelticfestival.
org/. 

October 2014
10/03/2014 - 10/05/2014 Tra-

cy - Eagal Lakes Resort, 12 W. 
Lorenzen Rd Tracy, CA 95304. 
Three nights of camping with 
nightly jams around the lake by 
the bonfire. One full day of Blue-
grass music on Saturday from 
10a-10p. Open mic on Friday 
night. Food, Music, Vendors, 
Workshops and more Bands 
Include: Rock Ridge, Windy 
Hill, AJ Lee, Cliff Compton & 
Mountain Top, James Reams & 
the Barnstormers, Snap Jackson 
& The Knock on Wood Play-
ers.  For more information, call 
209-640-4252 or visit www.ea-
gallakes.com. 

10/03/2014 – 10/05/2014 – Hard-
ly Strictly Bluegrass at Hellman 
Meadow in Golden Gate Park, 
San Francisco.  For more infor-
mation	 email	 questions@hard-
lystrictlybluegrass.com or visit 
http://www.hardlystrictlyblue-
grass.com. 

JAM SESSIONS
If there are additions, deletions or 
changes to the jam information 
please email candy.sponhaltz@
gmail.com for them to be noted in 
the Breakdown and the online cal-
endar.

SUNDAY
Altadena: Coffee Gallery Back-

stage, 2029 North Lake Blvd.. 
For more information or reser-
vations, call (626) 794-2424 or 
visit http://www.coffeegallery.
com. 

Arroyo Grande: The Central Coast 
Fiddlers on the 2nd Sundays at 
South County Regional Center, 
800 West Branch Street, contact 
Mike Morgan at 805-837-2238.

Arroyo Grande: Nipomo Presby-
terian Church, Thompson/Los 
Berros Road in Nipomo.  In 

the Community Room, comfy 
chairs available, bring a music 
stand and music.

Berkeley: Freight & Salvage, 2020 
Addison Street. 1st and 3rd Sun-
days at 2 p.m., Beyond Bluegrass 
Slow Jam with Ran Bush.  For 
more information or reserva-
tions, call Ran Bush at 510-525-
8156 or email ranbush@gmail.
com or visit www.freightandsal-
vage.org or http://freightand-
salvage.org/beyond-bluegrass-
slow-jam-ran-bush

Berkeley: Freight & Salvage, 2020 
Addison St, 2nd and 4th Sun-
days at 2 p.m., Bluegrass Slow 
Jam with Ran Bush, http://
freightandsalvage.org/beyond-
bluegrass-slow-jam-ran-bush

Boulder Creek: United Methodist 
Church, 2 nd Sunday at 2 p.m., 
for more info call 831-423-5214.

Castro Valley: United Methodist 
Church, 19806 Wisteria St., 4th 
Sunday California Old Time 
Fiddlers Association jam at 1:30 
p.m. For more information or 
reservations, call 510-278-7180 
or visit http://www.csotfa9.org. 

Columbia: Jack Douglass Saloon, 
22718 Main Street. Every 2nd 
Sunday from 2 to 6 p.m. For 
more information or reserva-
tions, call 209.532-1885 or visit 
http://www.jackdouglass-sa-
loon.com. 

Cotati:  Redwood Café, 8240 Old 
Redwood Highway, 4th Sunday 
from 4 to 6 p.m., for info contact 
Chris Carney at knccarney@ya-
hoo.com or Janette Duncan at 
jdfiddler@yahoo.com. 

Coulterville: The Magnolia Saloon, 
5001 Main Street at the cor-
ner of Highway 49 and Route 
132 on the way to Yosemite. 
The Magnolia Saloon, a part of 
the Hotel Jeffery, is the oldest 
working saloon in California, 
complete with the original “bat 
wing” doors and is one of only 
a few saloons to still have them. 
For more information or reserva-
tions, call 209-878-0461 or visit 
http://www.hoteljeffery.com/. 

Encino: Encino Park, CTMS Cen-
ter for Folk Music 16933 Ven-
tura Blvd. Jamming inside the 
CTMS Folk Center, out in front 
of the Center For more informa-
tion or reservations, call Jeff at 
310-390-4391.

Folsom:  Lockdown Brewery, 718 
Sutter St, (Upstairs), 2nd Sun-
day of ech month from 3 to 6 
p.m.  For more information call 
916-358-9645.

Folsom: Mount Olive Lutheran 
Church, 320 Montrose, Folsom 
on every 5th Sunday from 1 to 3 
p.m., call 916-985-2984.  www.
mountolive.oc 

Fresno: Brooks Ranch Restaurant, 
4131 S Chestnut Ave at High-
way 99. California State Old 
Time Fiddlers, District 2. Jams 
on the second Sunday of every 
month at 2 p.m. Acoustic in-
struments welcome. For more 
information or reservations, call 
Lynda Emanuels at 559-924-
1766 or 559-589-4100 or email 
semanuels@comcast.net. 

La Grange: LaGrange Saloon and 
Grill, 30048 Yosemite Blvd La 
Grange, CA 95329. Old time 
jam on the 4th Sunday of the 
month For more information or 
reservations, call 209-853-2114.

Nevada City: National Hotel, 211 
Broad Street. Old time jam, 1st 
Sunday of the month from 1 to 
4 p.m.  For more information or 
reservations, call 530-575-8766.

Orangevale: Orangevale Grange 
Hall, 5805 Walnut Ave. 2nd 
Sunday jam beginning at 1 to 
5 p.m. Desserts available at the 
snack bar. Donations accepted.  
Hosted by California State Old 
Time Fiddlers’ Association, Dis-
trict 5.  For more information 
call 916-723-2314 or email car-
sp78@aol.com  or visit http://
www://csotfa5.com 

Oroville: 4th Sunday of the month 
at the Feather River Senior Cit-
izens, 1335 Myers Street, Or-
oville, from 2 to 5 p.m., public 
welcome, no admission, food 
and drink available potluck 
style.  For more info contact Jimi 
Beeler at 925-282-3205 or email 
Zeke Walker at zeke103@digi-
talpath.net. 

Palo Cedro:  Millville Grange Hall 
in Palo Cedro 22037 Old For-
ty-four Drive, 4th Sundays from 
2 to 4 p.m., old time fiddle con-
cert and after the concert an 
open mic.

Pasadena: 2nd Sunday of the month 
Coffee Gallery Backstage, 2029 
N. Lake, Altadena 91001 12:20 
to 3:30 Contact David Naiditch, 
davidnaiditch@charter.net

Redding: St. James Lutheran 
Church 2500 Shasta View Drive 
1st Sundays:   Workshop & Jam 
Session 1:00PM to 4:30 PM, 
Free Old Time Fiddle Concert 
at 2:00PM, Open Mic (after the 
concert 

Sacramento: New Helvetia Brew-
ery, 1730 Broadway, Sacramen-
to from 3 to 5 p.m., on the 3rd 
Sunday, call 916-469-9889.  Led 
by Acoustic Edge.  San Francis-
co: Progressive Grounds Coffee 
Shop, Progressive Grounds SF 
on 400 courtland Ave. Old time 
jam 2nd and 4th Sundays at 3 
p.m. For more information or 
reservations email larrythe241@
yahoo.com. 

San Francisco: The Lucky Horse-
shoe, 453 Cortland Ave. Blue-
grass jam every Sunday at 4 
p.m. For more information or 
reservations, visit http://www.
theluckyhorseshoebar.com. 

San Jose: Hoover Middle School, 
1635 Park Ave. Santa Clara 
Valley Fiddlers Association Jam 
session, 1 to 5 pm on 1st Sunday 
of every month. $6 members, $8 
non-members, children 17 and 
under are free.  For more infor-
mation call Richard Brooks at 
650-328-3939 or visit http://
www.fiddlers.org. 

Santa Cruz: Ocean View Park, 
Oceanview Park at 102 Ocean 
View Ave. (Ocean View Ave is 
off Broadway between Ocean St. 
and Branciforte.). A bluegrass 
and old time jam on the 4th 

Sunday of every month. This jam 
has three separate circles: slow 
jam, advanced bluegrass jam, old 
time jam. Please go to http://
groups.google.com/group/san-
tacruzjam for more informa-
tion! For more information or 
reservations, call Jessica Evans 
at 831-359-1864 or email santa-
cruzjam@googlegroups.com  or 
visit http://groups.google.com/
group/santacruzjam. 

Sebastopol: Sebastopol Christian 
Church, 7433 Bodega Avenue 
Corner of Bodega & Jewell Ave.  
Fourth Sunday gospel jam at 2 
p.m. For more information or 
reservations, call 707-824-1960.

Sunnyvale: Sunnyvale Communi-
ty Center, Heritage Building 
Sunnyvale Community Center 
550 East Remington Drive. 3rd 
Sunday each month from 1 to 5 
p.m. 1-1:30 p.m. is orientation 
and tuning. Facility charge of $5 
per person. Parents or guardian 
must accompany anyone under 
18 years, participants must sign 
a liability waiver to join. This is 
not an “open mic” or audience 
for solo performers, it’s for peo-
ple who want to play and sing to-
gether in the bluegrass style. Tra-
ditional bluegrass sound is made 
up of vocals, guitar, 5-string ban-
jo, mandolin and upright bass; 
and sometimes the fiddle and do-
bro. Other acoustic instruments 
are subject to leader approval. 
No electrified or amplified in-
struments can join without 
permission from the leader. No 
musical instruction is provided. 
Participants must know how to 
tune their instruments and have 
basic playing ability. 

Templeton: Old Carnegie Library, 
City Park, between 11th and 
12th streets, Spring and Pine.. 
Open acoustic jam -- all levels 
of ability welcome, we range 
from rank beginners to accom-
plished professionals, and try to 
have something for everyone. 
For more information or reser-
vations, call or visit http://www.
folkjam.org/recurring-jam/us/
ca/paso-robles/carnegie-haul.  

West Hills, San Fernando Val-
ley: BASC’s 4th Sunday of the 
month jam: West Valley Music 
Center, 24424 Vanowen St., 
West Hills. Ca.91307 *** Phone: 
818-992-4142

MONDAY
Bakersfield: Rusty’s Pizza, 5430 Ol-

ive Drive (in the Von’s Center). 
For more information or reser-
vations, call Kelvin Gregory at 
661-392-7973 or 661-428-7044 
or email kelvin@gregspetro.
com. Alternate contact: S. C. 
“Slim” Sims slim1070@msn.
com 760-762-6828

Berkeley: 5th String Music-Berke-
ley, 3051 Adeline Street. For 
more information or reserva-
tions, call John Kornhauser at 
or visit http://www.5thString-
Berkeley.com. 

Culver City: Industry Cafe & 

Continued on A-26
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Jazz, 6039 Washington Blvd. 
The New Westside Jam, 7:30 
til dawn.  For more informa-
tion or reservations, call Jeff 
Fleck at 310-390-4391 or email 
jfleck47@ca.rr.com.

Oakland:	 Baja	 Taqueria,	 Baja	
Taqueria,	 4070	 Piedmont	 Ave.	
(near 41st Street), Oakland, 
CA. Every Monday, jam hosted 
by Tom Lucas For more infor-
mation or reservations, call Joe 
Howton at 510-547-2252 or 
email TRman2323@aol.com  
or visit http://sfbluegrass.org/
php/tacojam.html. 

Oakland: Stork Club, 2330 Tele-
graph Avenue. Open jam at the 
Stork Club! 2 rooms for jam-
ming, open late. For more infor-
mation or reservations, call Josh 
Jakus at 510-444-6174 or email 
joshjakus@gmail.com  or visit 
www.storkcluboakland.com .

Oroville: Bolt Tool Museum, 1650 
Broderick Street. Instruction 
and shared music time aim to en-
courage musicians to perform in 
groups. For more information or 
reservations, call 530-282-3205.

Palo Alto: Pommard Delicatession 
& Café (new home of Fandan-
go’s Pizza), 3163 Middlefield at 
Loma Verde. Old time jam every 
Monday For more information 
or reservations, call 650-494-
2928 or visit http://www.show-
man.org/jams/oti/index.htm 
or http://www.fandangopizza.
com/fandango%20bluegrass.
htm

San Francisco: Amnesia , 853 Valen-
cia St. (between 19th & 20th). 
2nd and 4th Mondays at 6:30 
p.m. - The Pick Jam - precedes 
the Bluegrass Monday Show 
For more information or reser-
vations, call (415) 970-0012 or 
visit http://thepicksf.com/. 

TUESDAY
Berkeley: 5th String Music-Berkeley, 

3051 Adeline Street. For more 
information or reservations visit 
http://www.5thStringBerkeley.
com. 

Dublin: Dublin Heritage Center, 
6600 Donlon Way in the old 
Murray Schoolhouse. Jam Ses-
sion from 7 to 9 p.m. on the 2nd 
and 4th Tuesday of every month. 
For more information or reserva-
tions, call 925-452-2100.

Fairfax: The Sleeping Lady, 1st 
Tuesday, 23 Broadway, Fairfax, 
visit http://sleepingladyfairfax.
com/home 

Merced:  The Coffee Bandits, 309 

W Main St, 1st Tuesday of each 
month, bluegrass, old time, 
Americana jam.  For more infor 
call 209-383-1200 or Marc Alvi-
ra at 209-658-3852.

Modesto: Queen Bean Coffee 
House, 1126 14th Street. 2nd & 
4th Tuesday of EVERY month, 
7 to 9 p.m. Flavor of music is 
bluegrass, gospel, fiddle-tunes, 
old-time and traditional country. 
Hosted by Rainy Escobar For 
more information or reserva-
tions, call Rainy Escobar at 209-
989-9282 or email InamMec@
aol.com. 

Paso Robles: Oak Creek Commons, 
635 Nicklaus Drive. We meet in 
the common room in the com-
mon building at the center of the 
complex. Bring an instrument 
and join in! 

San Francisco:  Durty Nelly’s, 2328 
Irving Street between 24th and 
25h Avenues, 1st, 3rd and 5th 
Tuesdays from 7 to 10 p.m., for 
more info contact Dinah Stroe at 
dinahbeatrice@gmail.com. 

Santa Maria: La Maria Trailer Park, 
1701 S Thornburg, (When you 
turn in off Thornburg, go right 
and follow on around to a little 
right turn in the street, go to 
the left and you can see the club 
house on the left.) If you are a 
musician [string instruments 
(violin/fiddle, guitar, mandolin, 
bass, banjo, tiple, ukulele), ac-
cordion, harmonica and want to 
participate, please come join us 
for jamming.

Seaside: Seaside High School, Sea-
side High School Music Build-
ing 2200 Noche Buena Ave.. For 
more information or reserva-
tions, call Chuck Hurd at 831-
656-9790 or email chuckhurd-
ley@comcast.net. 

Ventura: Zoey’s Cafe, 185 East San-
ta Clara Street. For more infor-
mation or reservations, call Gene 
Rubin at (805) 340-2270 or 
email generubinaudio@earth-
link.net  or visit http://zoeysca-
fe.com/index.cfm.  

WEDNESDAY
Atascadero: Last Stage West, 15050 

Morro Road - located on Hwy 
41 halfway between Atascadero 
and Morro Bay.  From 6:30 to 
8:30 p.m. on the 2nd and 4th 
Wedesdays.  For more informa-
tion call Bern Singsen at (805) 
595-1970.

Berkeley:  The Joint, t 2628 Tele-
graph Ave, In Harmony’s Way 
– monthly singing session, 
no charge, for more info visit 
http://www.inharmoneysway.

com 
Chico: Acoustic College, 932 West 

8th Ave, suite A. Bring your 
bluegrass instruments and song/
tune suggestions, and take ad-
vantage of this opportunity to 
both meet and play with other 
bluegrass players For more infor-
mation or reservations or email 
myersjj@gmail.com. 

El Cerrito: El Cerrito Music Works 
(upstairs), 11225 San Pablo Ave, 
El Cerrito, at 6:30 p.m.

Lompoc: Southside Coffee Co, 105 
S. “H” Street. 7 to 9 p.m.  For 
more information or reserva-
tions, call Bill at 805-736-8241.

Loomis:  Rail Depot, 5775 Horse-
hoe Bar Rd (near Taylor Road), 
1st and 3rd Wednesday from 5 
to 8 p.m..  For more information 
call 530-885-6871.

Folsom: Nicholson’s MusiCafe, 632 
E Bidwell, Foldsom from 6 to 9 
p.m., call 916-384-3020.  Open 
mic inside, jam outside.

Loomis: The Train Depot, 5775 
Horseshoe Bar Road. Bluegrass 
jam from 5 to 8 pm on the 1st 
and 3rd Wednedays of every 
month. Pickers of all grades and 
listeners are welcome. For more 
information or reservations, call 
Terry or Betty Crouson at 530-
885-6871.

Martinez: Alameda Arts & Wine 
Fair, 707 Marina Vista Martinez, 
CA 94553. 4th Wednesdays, 
hosted by Bruce Campbell and 
Red Rick Horlick from 7 to 10 
p.m., with sign up at 6:30 p.m. 
The house band, led by Bruce 
Campbell, will be there to back 
up any pickers and singers. Are 
you a bluegrass musician that 
hasn’t hit the big time yet? Then, 
come on down to Armando’s 
and get on stage with some of 
the hottest bluegrass players in 
the Bay Area. Are you a blue-
grass fan? 3 hours of music for 
$3! For more information or 
reservations, call Eloise Cotton 
at 925-229-1989 or visit www.
armandosmartinez.com. 

Oakhurst: Yosemite Fruit & Nut, 
40879 Hwy 41, Suite 1D,  Open 
mic every Wednesday from 7 to 
9 p.m., sign up at 6:30.  For more 
info call 559-692-2288.

Petaluma:	Aqus	Cafe,	189	H	Street	
. 4th Wednesday Bluegrass and 
Old Time open jam from 7 to 
9 p.m. For more information or 
reservations, call 707.778.6060 
or	 visit	 http://www.aquscafe.
com. 

Palo Alto: Fandango Pizza, 3163 
Middlefield Rd, Palo Alto, for 
more info visit http://www.fan-

dangopizza.com/Fandango%20
bluegrass.htm

San Francisco: Plough and Stars, 
116 Clement St. (between 2nd 
& 3rd Ave.) . Jam hosted by 
Jeanie & Chuck Poling For more 
information or reservations, call 
415-751-1122 or visit http://
www.theploughandstars.com. 

Santa Barbara: The Glendessary Jam 
(old time music) meets every 
Wednesday at Alice Keck Park 
(summers) and indoors (winter) 
on Glendessary Lane, starting at 
5:30 pm. 

Santa Clara:  The Coleman Still, 
1240 Coleman Ave, 6:30 to 9:30 
p.m., 1st and 3rd Wednesdays, 
bluegrass and old-time session 
hosted by AmeriCeltic and the 
CBA, contact Duane Campbell 
at dcfiddles@gmail.com

Sonora: Christopher’s Ristorante 
Italiano, Christopher’s Risto-
rante Italiano 160 Washington 
Street in the historic Sonora Inn 
. Ukulele jam 2nd Wednesday of 
every month at 6 p.m. For more 
information or reservations, call 
209 533 2600.

Vacaville: Vacaville Winestyles, 
Vacaville Winestyles 11-B 
Town	 Square	 Place	 Vacaville,	
CA 95688 . Regular Jam, 3rd 
Wednesday of each month, from 
7 to 9:00 pm Jam is intermedi-
ate and above. Each participant 
needs to be able to lead three 
songs For more information or 
reservations, call John Erwin at 
(707) 447-9463 or visit http://
www.winestyles.net. 

Vacaville:  McBride Senior Center, 
91	 Town	 Square	 Place,	 1st	 and	
3rd Wednesday from 6 to 9 p.m..  
For more information call 707-
724-8002.

Woodbridge: Bluegrass jam at The 
Woodbridge Grange, 1074 
Academy St. in Woodbridge 
2nd Wednesday from 7 to 9 p.m.  
For more information or reser-
vations, email Tim Christensen 
at christensent@rocketmail.
com or visit http://www.wood-
bridgegrange482.org 

Woodbridge: Starry Night Open 
Mic Showcase at The Wood-
bridge Grange, 1074 Academy 
St in Woodbridge. For more 
information or reservations 
email Tim Christensen at chris-
tensent@rocketmail.com  or 
visit http://www.woodbridge-
grange482.org 

THURSDAY
Berkeley: 5th String Music-Berkeley, 

3051 Adeline Street. For more 
information or reservations, call 
Emery Barter at or visit http://
www.5thStringBerkeley.com. 

Chico: Cafe Flo, 365 E 6th St. This 
is not a bluegrass jam, as I under-
stand it, but allow participants 
to jam with others to basic chord 
progressions For more informa-
tion or reservations, call or visit 
lifeatflo.weebly.com. 

Corte Madera: Marin Luther-
an Church, Marin Lutheran 
Church 649 Meadowsweet . 
Bluegrass jam 1st and 3rd Thurs-
day 7:30 to 10 p.m. For more in-

From Page A-25 formation or reservations email 
emily@emilyriddell.com  or visit 
uimfamilyministry@earthlink.
net. 

Fairfax: Café Amsterdam, 23 Broad-
way, Fairfax, 3rd Thursdays, for 
more info call 415-256-8020 
or visit http://www.cafeamster-
damlive.com. 

Folsom: Landmark Baptist Church, 
609 Figureroa, Folsom, 1st and 
3rd Thursday from 6 to 9 p.m.  
For more information call 916-
990-0719.  New pickers wel-
come!

Morgan Hill: Morgan Hill Grange 
Hall, 40 East 4th St. 1st, 2nd 
and 4th Thursday night jam. 
For more information or reser-
vations, call Tim Edes at (408) 
779-5456 or email larrypheg-
ley@gmail.com, rsimunic@hot-
mail.com  or visit http://www.
cbaontheweb.org. 

Napa: Napa Jam, Pizza Hut - 3510 
Jefferson St., Napa, Ca. Bluegrass 
and Fiddle Jam Session every 
Thursday night (except holidays) 
from 7 pm to 9:30 pm in Napa. 
Please call for details. For more 
information or reservations 
email powderdan@comcast.net. 

Oakland: Niebyl Proctor Library, 
6501 Telegraph Ave near Alca-
traz, old time session from 7:30 
to 10 P.m. on the 1st, 3rd and 
5th Thursdays.

Roseville: The Strum Shop, 408 
Roseville	 Square,	 4th	 Thursday	
of each month from 6 to 9 p.m.   
For more information call 916-
787-8786 or email stu@thes-
trumshop.com  or visit www.
thestrumshop.com/communi-
ty/bluegrass-jam. New pickers 
welcome. 

Sacramento:  2nd & 5th Thursdays, 
600 - 900 PM, bluegrass jam at 
various Sacramento area homes. 
Call John at 916-990-0719 or 
Ron at 916-988-8062 for loca-
tion. New pickers welcome.!

Sacramento: Old Ironsides, 1901 
10th Street. For more informa-
tion or reservations, call 916-
443-9751.

Sacramento: 5th String Music, 3184 
N St, Sacramento from 7 to 10 
p.m., for more info call 916-442-
8282.

San Francisco: Atlas Cafe, 3049 
20th Street (at Alabama) San 
Francisco. All acoustic string 
band jam For more informa-
tion or reservations, call JimBo 
Trout at 415-648-1047 or email 
jimbotrout@gmail.com  or visit 
http://www.atlascafe.net.  

San Luis Obispo: Linnaea’s, 1110 
Garden Street, every third 
Thursday of the month. Starts at 
6:30 til about 9. Come join in, 
play, listen, learn and hang out 
with music and food at Linnaea’s 
Cafe. For more information or 
reservations, call 805-541-5888 
or visit http://www.linnaeas.
com/.

Sonora - Sonora Joe’s Coffee House, 
140 S Washington Ave. 2nd and 
4th Thursdays, open mic from 
7 to 9 p.m., 15 minutes per per-
former (3 songs) For more infor-
mation or reservations, call Sean 

Seriously? You’re not a 
CBA member?!

cba_membership@yahoo.com
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or Russ at 209-533-2564 or 209-
433-4900.

FRIDAY
Placerville: Main Street Music, 263 

Main Street at the corner of 
Center. For more information or 
reservations, call 530-622-1357.

Sonora: Mi Pueblo Restaurant, 126 
S Washington St. Down the 
steps and next to the creek, held 
2nd and 4th Fridays unless there 
is a major bluegrass event that 
day. For more information or 
reservations email billschneider-
man@gmail.com. 

Jamestown: Smoke Cafe, 18191 
Main St Jamestown . Jamestown 
Jam 2nd and 4th Friday at 7 p.m. 
For more information or reser-
vations, call 209-984-3733 or 
email mandobill@att.net. 

SATURDAY
Angel’s Camp: Mercantile, 1267 

S. Main Street.  Open mic from 
6:30 to 9:00 p.m. every 2nd and 
4th Saturday.  For info call 209-
890-7155 or contact Michael 
Borba at wrkhrse1@gmail.com. 

Arroyo Grande: Lightning Joe’s 

Guitar Heaven, 100 East Branch 
Street in the Historic Village, 
just off Highway 101 at Grand 
Ave.  From 1 to 4 p.m.,  Blue-
grass, old time, old grass, origi-
nals, country, newgrass. We will 
explore tunes with an empha-
sis on on working them up to 
speed, understanding the forms 
and allowing the players to find 
a place to shine. Plenty of stools 
but bring music stands. For more 
information or reservations, call 
805-481-2226.

Chico: ACOUSTIC MUSIC JAM 
at the Centerville School House 
(formerly at Cafe Flo), from 
1:00pm to 4pm, led by Robert 
Catalano.  All kinds of acoustic 
music welcome, so bring a song 
or tune you’d like to share with 
other musicians, bring an instru-
ment, or just plan to sing along. 
Ongoing, second Saturdays. For 
directions and more informa-
tion, call Robert at 343-9379. 

Chico: Upper Crust Bakery, 130 
Main Street. Folk Music Jam, 1st 
Saturday of every month. Call 
for more details. For more infor-
mation or reservations, call Steve 

Johnson at 530-345-4128.
Citrus Heights: Round Table Pizza, 

7867 Lichen Dr. from 12 noon 
to 5 p.m.  For more information 
call 530-409-4012.

Dublin: Dublin Heritage Center, 
Old St. Raymond’s Church 6600 
Donlon Way. Slow/practice Jam 
Session from 1 to 4 pm on the 
2nd and 4th Saturday of every 
month. For more information or 
reservations, call 925-452-2100.

Fremont: Mission Pizza & Pub, 
1572 Washington Blvd., Fre-
mont, CA Washington Blvd Exit 
Off 680 Between 680 and Paseo 
Padre Parkway. For more infor-
mation or reservations, call Phil 
Willis at 510-651-6858/510-
574-1880 or email info@mis-
sionpizza.com  or visit http://
www.missionpizza.com 

Lafayette: Lamorinda Bluegrass & 
Old Time Music Jam 1st Satur-
days at noon, Lamorina Music 
Store, 81 Lafayette Circle, Lafay-
ette, for more info contact John 
at  http://lamorinamusic.com or 
call the store at 924-385-0963.. 

Mountain View: 5 p.m. Saturdays 
preceding Redwood Bluegrass 

Concerts, 1667 Miramonte Blvd 
at the corner of Cuesta Drive 
in Mountain view, contact Ed 
Cirimele at jocimo@gmail.com. 

Redding:  Round Table Pizza, Shas-
ta Mall at 900 Dana Drive, 2nd 
Saturdays from 5:30 to 7:30 
p.m., Free Old Time Fiddle 
Concert & Open Mic (after the 
concert) 

Santa Clara: Edward Peterman 
Museum of Railroad History at 
Santa Clara Depot, Santa Clara 
Amtrak Station (Santa Clara 
Depot) across from Santa Clara 
University 1005 Railroad Ave-
nue Santa Clara, CA 95050. 2nd 
Saturdays at noon, a friendly 
bluegrass music jam, intermedi-
ate to advanced. Sunny days, jam 
outside on the SW corner next 
big shady tree. Rainy days - jam 
inside the museum. Free parking 
in front of the museum. Paid 
parking (not checked often)to 
south and west of museum For 
more information or reserva-
tions, call Mary M. Kennedy at 
408-241-5920 or email kenne-
dymk@comcast.net. 

Sebastopol: Coffee Catz, 6761 Se-

Attention bands, promoters, venues – if you would like to have your performances, concerts, festivals or jam sessions listed in the Bluegrass Break-
down and on the CBA website, please send your information to CBA Calendar Editor - Candy Sponhaltz at candy.sponhaltz@gmail.com

CBA Calendar of Upcoming Music Events
bastopol Ave #300 Highway 12 
just east of Sebastopol by the 
Sebastopol Inn. Every Saturday 
afternoon jam from 2 to 5 p.m. 
~~~ This is not a slow jam or 
beginner’s jam, intermediate and 
above players are expected and 
new additions are always wel-
come. For more information or 
reservations, call 707-829-6600 
or visit http://www.coffeecatz.
com/. 

Templeton: Matt’s Music, 211 S 
Main Street. No jams schedule 
currently, looking for someone 
to lead the jam. For more in-
formation or reservations, call 
805-237-0054 or email matt@
mattsmusicandmore.com or vis-
it http://www.mattsmusicand-
more.com.

OTHER
06/28/2014 - Benicia, California - 

First Street Cafe Upstairs, Beni-
cia California, 440 First Street. 
Showtime 8:00-11:30PM No 
Cover Charge For more infor-
mation email firststcafe@pac-
bell.net or visit http://www.
firststcafe.com.

Nashville, TN — Organizers of 
the International Bluegrass Music 
Association’s World of Bluegrass 
2014 event announced today that 
the Nashville-based bluegrass trade 
organization will keep its World of 
Bluegrass event in Raleigh through 
2018, including the popular Wide 
Open Bluegrass festival.
 Additional details about World 
of Bluegrass 2014, which will take 
place September 30 – October 4 
in Raleigh, North Carolina, were 
revealed today at a 2:00 pm press 
conference at Raleigh’s Red Hat 
Amphitheater.
 An initial lineup of musicians 
who will perform as part of this 
year’s Wide Open Bluegrass Fes-
tival was announced, including 
Ricky Skaggs & Kentucky Thunder 
with Bruce Hornsby, Del McCoury 
Band with special guests, the return 
of Hot Rize (one of the most in-
fluential bluegrass acts of the ‘80s, 
releasing their first new studio al-
bum since 1990), Gibson Brothers, 
Steep Canyon Rangers, Sierra Hull, 
and the Wide Open Jam, featuring 
the superstar lineup of Sam Bush, 
Bela Fleck, Jerry Douglas, Edgar 
Meyer, Bryan Sutton and Stuart 
Duncan. Additional performers for 
both the ticketed (paid) portions of 
the festival and the free Street Fes-
tival will be announced in the com-
ing months.
 Also announced at the press 
conference was the return of PNC 
as presenting sponsor for the Wide 
Open Bluegrass festival, and, as last 
year, the inclusion of the Whole 
Hog Barbecue Championship as 
part of the World of Bluegrass fes-
tivities.

 The North Carolina Pork 
Council also announced a new ad-
dition to this year’s program: bring-
ing together, for the first time, a 
sampling of some of the finest bar-
becue from all three major regions 
- Western, Lexington and Eastern - 
under one tent, during this special 
ticketed event.
 Speakers at the World of Blue-
grass press conference were Raleigh 
mayor Nancy McFarlane; Nancy 
Cardwell, Executive Director of 
IBMA; Denny Edwards, Presi-
dent & CEO of Greater Raleigh 
Convention & Visitors Bureau; 
Deborah Johnson, CEO, North 
Carolina Pork Council; William 
Lewis, director of PineCone—The 
Piedmont Council of Tradition-
al Music; Rebecca Quinn-Wolf, 
Vice President, Director of Client 
& Community Relations of PNC 
Bank and IBMA Board chair Jon 
Weisberger.
 “The immense success of mov-
ing IBMA’s World of Bluegrass 
events to Raleigh last year had a 
huge impact on raising the profile 
of bluegrass music and the IBMA 
as an organization,” said IBMA’s 
Cardwell.  “We continue to re-
ceive compliments about last year’s 
events, we’ve seen a 39% increase 
in membership during the past two 
years, and the support and enthusi-
asm of the Local Organizing Com-
mittee in Raleigh and everyone in 
North Carolina has been so gra-
cious and genuine. We are thrilled 
to announce the extension of our 
partnership with Raleigh, North 
Carolina through 2018, and we 
look forward to adding even more 
exciting elements to World of Blue-

grass Week, as we continue to fa-
cilitate connections in the bluegrass 
music industry and work together 
to introduce the best music in the 
world to new audiences and fans. If 
bluegrass music moves you, I invite 
you to attend the event that moves 
the bluegrass music world.”
 “Our region saw tremendous 
economic success from last year’s 
debut of Wide Open Bluegrass in 
Raleigh,” said PNC’s Quinn-Wolf. 
“We look forward to supporting 
the continued contributions this 
festival will bring in the areas of 
arts and culture, economic devel-
opment and education in our com-
munity.”
 IBMA – the International 
Bluegrass Music Association – is 
the professional trade organiza-
tion for the global bluegrass music 
community. The organization’s stay 
in Raleigh is the result of a part-
nership with The Greater Raleigh 
Convention & Visitors Bureau, 
PineCone—The Piedmont Coun-
cil of Traditional Music, the City 
of Raleigh and a local organizing 
committee.
I BMA’s World of Bluegrass 
event, an annual bluegrass music 
homecoming, consists of four parts: 
the IBMA Business Conference, 
September 30 – October 2, the 
25th Annual International Blue-
grass Music Awards, scheduled for 
Thursday evening, October 2, the 
Wide Open Bluegrass music festi-
val, October 3-4 (which includes 
both free stages and ticketed perfor-
mances) and the Bluegrass Ramble, 
an innovative series of showcases, 
taking place September 30 – Octo-
ber 2 in downtown Raleigh and at 

the Raleigh Convention Center.
 The Greater Raleigh Conven-
tion and Visitors Bureau reported 
that last year’s World of Bluegrass 
event generated $10 million in 
direct visitor spending for that 
region, with total attendance for 
the week’s activities estimated to 
be over 154,000, exceeding expec-
tations for the event’s first year in 
Raleigh. Over 300 performances by 
more than 160 different artists took 
place during World of Bluegrass 
2013.
 As last year, events during 
World of Bluegrass will take place 
at the Greater Raleigh Convention 
Center, the Duke Energy Center 
for the Performing Arts, the Red 
Hat Amphitheater and at various 
venues in town.
 The Wide Open Bluegrass 
music festival can be experienced in 
two ways: as ticketed shows at the 
Red Hat Amphitheater and Raleigh 
Convention Center stages, and on 
the free Street Festival stages. PNC 
returns as the presenting sponsor 
for both the ticketed portion of 
Wide Open Bluegrass and the free 
Street Festival.
 The free Street Festival will in-
clude 80+ bands, four music stag-
es, a dance tent, vendors, an arts 
market, concessions, youth perfor-
mances and activities - including 
programming set up by IBMA’s 
Youth Council, a free Exhibit Hall 
and a Masters Workshop Stage in 
the Raleigh Convention Center. 
The full list of performers for the 
Street Festival will be announced in 
the coming months.
 Also returning this year is the 
Whole Hog Barbecue Champion-

ship—a weekend of bluegrass-fla-
vored fun for the whole family.
 The annual cooking champi-
onship is the culmination of a series 
of 15 to 20 local barbecue compe-
titions. These qualifying cook-offs 
are conducted as part of commu-
nity events in cities and towns 
across North Carolina from April 
to September. At the championship 
in Raleigh, as is the case in all the 
events throughout the season, the 
cooked barbecue is collected after 
judging, chopped and sold to the 
general public.
 Spectators will be able to 
watch the entire aromatic cook-
ing process in the parking area 
between the Raleigh Convention 
Center and the Duke Energy Cen-
ter for the Performing Arts. The 
Pork Council expects to sell plates 
of authentic, championship North 
Carolina pork barbecue to around 
4,000 bluegrass fans. It will be first-
come, first-served in the outdoor, 
downtown setting.
 Those wishing to obtain tick-
ets for the ticketed portion of the 
Wide Open Bluegrass festival 
(which takes place at Red Hat Am-
phitheater and Raleigh Convention 
Center Ballroom Stages), Bluegrass 
Ramble Showcase passes, IBMA 
Business Conference registration, 
IBMA Award Show tickets and ho-
tel reservations should go to IBMA’s 
website, www.ibma.org. Single day 
general admission for the ticketed 
portion of the Wide Open Blue-
grass festival starts as low as $50, 
with a three-day Bluegrass Ramble 
pass available for $75. Additional 
details and pricing information are 
available at the website.

Details Revealed for the IBMA’s World of Bluegrass 2014
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