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Continued on A-5

A change in the Father’s 
Day Bluegrass Festival 
band format for 2015

See page A-27 for the list of donors

CBA book of recipes and stories

Here comes J.D.’s Bluegrass Kitchen

I n s i d e  t h i s  i s s u e

By Ted Kuster
 Good news! It looks like J.D. Rhynes’ book of stories and 
recipes and songs is actually going to happen, thanks to 175 
generous bluegrass fans and devotees of good eatin’. Our Kick-
starter.com campaign to raise the $10,000 needed to create 
the book closed on August 11 (my birthday!) with just over 
$10,400 raised. I couldn’t have had a nicer birthday present.
 If you were one of the people who pledged a donation, 
J.D. and the CBA want you to know you’re appreciated. “This 
just proves what I’ve said about bluegrass music fans,” is what 
J.D. said when I told him we’d made our goal. “They are the 
greatest and most dedicated fans in the world.”
 If you didn’t get around to pledging on Kickstarter.com, 
it’s not too late to contribute! We’re going to need a lot of help 
to bring this thing home. As the cookbook progresses, we’re 
going to throw a couple of cookoffs in different parts of Cali-
fornia to give folks a chance to try out some of the recipes, and 
do some picking and partying while we’re at it. It’s going to be 
a lot of fun. If you’d like to host one, or help organize, or cook 
up a dish yourself, get in touch with me at ted@tedtedted.
com.
 Meanwhile, watch for updates in this fine newspaper to 
see where the book has got to and when the finished product 
is near. Starting next year, you’ll be seeing J.D.’s handiwork 
on the CBA merchandise table everywhere you go. Thanks for 
your support!

Attention CBA members, advertisers and promoters! 
The Bluegrass Breakdown will combine the months of October and 

November for one single issue to be in your 
mailbox on or around October 1st, 2014. 

Also in the pages of the Breakdown:
Feature articles, news, recipes 
and reviews... and much more

VOTE
Read CBA board of directors candidate statements- Page A-8

Members will find a CBA ballot inserted in the pages of this paper.

Full hook-up 
reservation lottery for 
the 2015 CBA Father’s 
Day Bluegrass Festival

Details on page A-12

By Dave Gooding
CBA TAG Chairman
 The Talent Advisory Group, with the blessing of the 
CBA Board of directors, has decided to suspend the five Cal-
ifornia Showcase slots for the 40th Anniversary Father’s Day 
Bluegrass festival, June 18-21, 2015 in Grass Valley.  We spent 
a lot of time discussing this temporary format change before 
coming to this decision.   This is the fortieth anniversary of 
our great festival, so we wish to present a very special show, 
representing the rich traditions of the past, present and future 
of this great organization.  This is a one year decision and 
we will be back to our regular California Showcase format in 
2016.  Rest assured, California Bands and musicians will be 
well represented!  
 Thanks and we hope you will come and celebrate with us 
in June.

By Larry Phegley
 It’s time to let you all know that the Great 48 is on again 
for January 8 through 11, 2015.  The location will be the Dou-
bleTree Hotel in Bakersfield, one of the nicest hotels in the 
area.  I had not been in several years and suddenly became in 
charge of it last year.  What an experience!  The jamming is 
pervasive and non-stop for the whole weekend.  Getting to 
meet and play music with others from over the entire region is 
an unbelievable experience.  It’s so fantastic to have the Blue-
grass Association of Southern California (BASC), Bluegrass 
Music Society of the Central Coast (BMSCC), Northern Cal-
ifornia Bluegrass Society (NCBS), San Diego Bluegrass Soci-
ety (SDBS), and the Southwest Bluegrass Association (SWBA) 

Comfort Food the
California Bluegrass Way

Published by the California Bluegrass Association

BLUEGRASS

KITCHEN
JD’s

JD RHYNES

We did it!

Get ready Bakersfield! 
The Great 48 is coming in January

CBA’s indoor jamming event

CBA FAll CAmpOuT 
& yEArly mEETing

Lodi Grape 
Festival Grounds

OCTOBER 13-19
Pick, relax, party. 
   ...Repeat as necessary. 

Dinner by Chef Mike. 
A musical performance by 

The Foothillbillys.

KOB story, CBA candidate profiles, CBA ballot 
(inserted in this paper), GOF review
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Radio Grass – Darla Novak
Novakd42@apol.com
Recorded Music – George 
Ireton
george@shastawebdesign.
com
Splash Page/MP3 Manager – 
Pat Garcia
patgarcia@direcway.com

Website Welcome 
Columnists
Monday—1st—Mark Varner
Monday—2nd—Randy Morton
Monday—3rd—Bert Daniel
Monday—4th—Chuck Poling 
Tuesday—1st—Geoff Morris
Tuesday—2nd—Ted Lehmann
Tuesday—3rd--Nate Schwartz
Tuesday—4th—Rick Cornish
Wednesdays—Bruce Campbell
Thursday—1st—Dave Williams
Thursday—2nd--
  George Martin
Thursday—3rd—
 Randy Shelton
Thursday—4th—J.D. Rhynes
Friday—1st—Brooks Judd
Friday—2nd—Cliff Compton
Friday—3rd—Regina Bartlett
Friday—4th—Bill Evans
Saturday—1st—Marty Varner
Saturday—2nd—
 John Karsemeyer
Saturday—3rd—Cameron Little
Saturday—4th—Brian McNeal
Sunday—1st—Marcos Alvira
Sunday—2nd—Bert Daniel
Sunday—3rd—Geoff Sargent
Sunday—4th—Jean Ramos

2013/2014 
Leadership Team

stevewoodhogwest_1999@
yahoo.com
Vaughn & Glenda Lew – State-
wide 
Activities VP
PO Box 2028
Murphy’s, CA 95247
welzzub@sbcglobal.net
Vaugh cell: 209-606-4623
Glenda cell: 209-606-5356

Area Activities Vice Presidents
Marcos Alvira 209-383-3432
mercedbluegrass@sbcglobal.
net
Mark Hogan – North Coast
phone 707-829-8012
hogiemoon@comcast.net
Bruno Brandli – East Bay
510 599-3108
darbyandbruno@comcast.net
Bill Schneiderman – Delta-Sierra
209-586-3815
billschneiderman@gmail.com
John Hettinger - Sacramento
113 Puffer Way
Folsom, CA 95630 
916-990-0719        
bluegrass@shaunv.com
Chuck Poling - San Francisco
polingsf@gmail.com
Lucy Smith – Butte and Tehama 
Counties
530-894-1449
lucyinchico@hotmail.com
Roger Siminoff – Central Coast
805-801-8750
siminoff@siminoff.net
Craig Wilson – South San Joa-
quin Valley
661-589-8249
craigw1@sbcglobal.net
Stan Allen – Fresno/Kings County
rollingbonz3344@comcast.net
Jenny Williams - Solano and Yolo 
Counties
info@RealGoneDaddies.com
Larry Phegley - South Bay Area
47 Ralston Drive
Monterey, CA   93940
larry.phegley@gmail.com
Dan Martin - Napa County
707 287 6953
powderdan@comcast.net
Bruce Campbell - Contra Costa 
County
RSchwartz@TruckerHuss.com
Larry Carlin - Marin County
415-332-8498
l_carlin@hotmail.com
Marcos Alvira - Merced, Mariposa, 
Stanislaus
209-383-3432
mercedbluegrass@sbcglobal.
net
Vicki Frankel - San Mateo County 
Area
vicki.frankel@gmail.com

Year-Round Jobs
Rick Cornish - Director of 
Operations
rickcornish7777@hotmail.com
Kelly Senior - Investment Advisor
Mark Varner - Editor, Bluegrass 
Breakdown
PO Box 1245
Boulder Creek, CA 95006
831-338-0618
mrvarner@ix.netcom.com
George Martin - Publicity Director
georaymartin@yahoo.com
Bob Calkins – Photographer
530-644-1587
motherlode@innercite.com
Mike Melnyk - Photographer
mike@mikemelnyk.com
Randy Shelton – Photographer
randy.shelton@comcast.net
Bruce Long – Darrell Johnston 
Kids Lending Library
kidslendinglibrary@gmail.com
Max Schwartz - Teen 
Ambassador
maxschwartz17@gmail.com
Alicia Meiners – E-Commerce 
Mgr.
ameiners@sbcglobal.net
408-683-0666
John Erwin – Mail Ticket Sales
707-330-9342
john.erwin@sbcglobal.net

Lee Hardesty – Insurance Advi-
sor
916-961-6316
hrdst@comcast.net
Brian Whitt – 
Mercantile Co-Coordinator
MartinD282007@gmail.com
707-533-6730
Frank Solivan – Kids on Stage 
Director/ Ambassador at large
408-656-8549
Whit Washburn – 
Contract Legal Advisor
916- 996-8400
wfwashburn@wfwashburn.
com 
Debra Livermore – 
Volunteer Coordinator
916-601-7233
deblivermore@gmail.com
Mark Hogan - Audio Archive 
Project co-coordinator
707-829-8012
hogiemoon@comcast.net
Dave Nielsen - Audio Archive 
Project co-coordinator
David Carlsen - Sebastopol Jam 
Master
davidacarlson62@hotmail.com
Steve Goldfield - Old Time 
Coordinator 
stevegoldfield@yahoo.com
Geoff Sargent - Music Camp 
Laison
510-207-2046
geoffreysargent@gmail.com
Brooks Judd - Broadcast Publici-
ty Coordinator
2600 Craig Ct
Turlock, CA   95382
shejudd@charter.net
Josh Michaels - Elections 
Coordinator
cbaEcommerce@gmail.com

Festival Coordinators
Mark Hogan – Sebastopol 
Festival Director
3980 Monika Ct.
Sebastopol, CA 95472-5741
707-829-8012
hogiemoon@comcast.net
David Brace - Father’s Day 
Festival Director
1704 Banyan Court
Ceres, CA   95307
DHB1221@me.com
TJ Carskadon - Vern’s Stage
tjcarskadon@gmail.com
Debra Livermore – 
Vern’s manager
916-601-7233
deblivermore@gmail.com
Kathleen Rushing – Music 
Camp Children’s Program
9780 Mennet Way
San Ramon, Ca 94583
925 828 5825
Kafween@mac.com
Lisa Burns - Corporate 
Sponsorship Coordinator
lisa@lisaonbass.com
Larry Baker – Concessions
209-785-4693
roaddog@caltel.com
Chris Bockover - Safety and 
Hospitality Coordinator
Chris Olivolo – 
Stage Construction
colivolo@gmail.com
Stage Lighting - Adam Brace
Craig Wilson - Full Hookup 
Lottery Coordinator
11119 Academy Avenue,
Bakersfield, CA 93312
661-589-8249
craigw1@sbcglobal.net
DAgmar Mansperger – T-Shirt 
Coordinator
Jim Ingram – 
Entertainment Coordinator
408-847-6837
silvanis@wildblue.net
Dan Martin - Slow Jam 
Coordinator
707 287 6953
powderdan@comcast.net
Ron Rose - Gate Crew 
Coordinator
bg_gittar@yahoo.com
Bill Meiners – Comp. Tickets
408-683-0666

billmeiners@att.net
Janet Peterson and Peter 
Langston – Music Camp Directors
CBAcamp@psl.to
Charlene Sims - Raffle 
co-ordinator 
casims@msn.com
Carol Canby - Water Booth 
coord.
530-832-0340
canbysonthego@msn.com
Dorothy McCoy - Headquarters 
Telephone co-ordinator 
530-663-0025
rd53mccoy@gmail.com
Patty Thorpe - Utility coordinator 
916-929-9185
John Lonczak - 
Dancing coordinator
408- 247-5706
Mike Martin - 
Handicap Taxi Coordinator 
707-333-5784
Cameron Little - Signs
Storage Transport Coordinator - 
Roy West

Web Team
Bands – Grant Johnston
livebluegrass@aol.com
Calendar – Candy Sponhaltz
candy.sponhaltz@gmail.com
Kids on Bluegrass Page 
Jill Cruey
jillc@netvista.net
Sharon Elliott
shickey6@yahoo.com
Bill Downs - Links , Music 
Instructors, and Luthiers 
bilnfay@ix.netcom.com

Board of Directors
David Brace - Father’s Day 
Festival Director
2608 Paradise Road
Modesto, CA   95358
DHB1221@me.com
Darby Brandli - President /Youth 
Program Coordinator
2106 - 9th Avenue
Oakland, CA 94606-2612
510-735-6364
darbyandbruno@comcast.net
Tim Edes – Chairman of the 
Board
17720 Telfer Drive
Morgan Hill, CA 95037
408-779-5456
t.edes@verizon.net
Montie Elston – Treasurer
5631 Tish Circle
Olivehurst, CA 95961
530-763-5056
fiddle3@comcast.net
Steve Goldfield - Old-Time Music 
Coordinator
4428 Tompkins Avenue
Oakland, CA 94619
510-482-8970
stevegoldfield@yahoo.com
Dave Gooding - TAG Chairman
P.O. Box 462
Elmira, CA   95625-0462
davegooding@sbcglobal.net
Mark Hogan – Sebastopol 
Festival Director
3980 Monika Court
Sebastopol, CA  95472
707-829-8012
hogiemoon@comcast.net
Jack Hyland
P.O.Box 333
Hughson, CA  95326
209-303-0015
jck49hyland@yahoo.com
Jim Ingram - FDF Entertainment 
Coordinator, FDF Contracts
5270 Hecker Pass
Gilroy, CA  95020
408-847-6837
silvanis@wildblue.net
Carl Pagter – Chairman Emeritus
17 Julianne Court
Walnut Creek, CA 94595-2610
925-938-4221
carlpagter@astound.net
Larry Phegley - 
Membership Chair
cba.membership14@gmail.com
J.D. Rhynes – Director Emeritus 
P.O. Box 1303
West Point, CA 95255-1303
209-293-1296
jdrhynes@volcano.net
Geoffrey Sargent - Assistant to 
the Chairman
1477 Via Manzanas
San Lorenzo, CA  94580
510-207-2046
geoffreysargent@gmail.com

Officers
Darby Brandli - President
2106 - 9th Avenue
Oakland, CA 94606-2612
510 735-6364
darbyandbruno@comcast.net
Montie Elston -- Treasurer
5631 Tish Circle
Olivehurst, CA   95961
fiddle3@comcast.net
Valerie Cornejo – Assistant 
Treasurer
916-712-7067
notableval@sbcglobal.net
Colleen Hogan – Secretary
colleen_hogan@comcast.net
Larry Phegley - Membership 
Management VP
395 Del Monte Center, PMB 
117
Monterey, CA 93940
831 233 0448
cba_membership@yahoo.com
Steve and Kathy West- 
Membership Recruitment

Director of Operations - Rick Cornish 
at 209-588-9214 or 

rickcornish7777@hotmail.com

Also...  Bluegrass instructional ma-
terial for guitar, fiddle, mandolin, 
bass, dobro and banjo.  The CBA's 
Darrell Johnston Kids Lending 
Library is looking to fill the shelves 
with bluegrass instructional mate-
rial for kids to check out.  Please 
send any items to:  
DJKLL/Librarian,  c/o Bruce Long, 
P.O. Box 843, Roseville, CA 95678  
Your donation is tax deductible.  

WANTED
Instruments for the  CBA’s

Darrell Johnston Lending Library. 
Help a young person become a 

musician. 
Donate bluegrass instruments, 

old or new.

Info at: kidslendinglibrary@gmail.com
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CBA Calendar of Upcoming Music Events

Continued from B-14

the 4th Sunday of every month 

from 1-4 pm at the Thermalito 

Grange, Thermalito, CA.  For 

information, call 530-589-

4844.

•Various locations – Pickin’ 

Potlucks and Jams on the 

2nd Sunday of each month in 

Alameda and Contra Costa 

Counties.  Potluck from noon 

to 5 pm along with jam session.  

The jams will be held in various 

private homes in Oakland, 

Berkeley and El Cerito.  For 

information and exact location, 

email Metronome7@aol.com 

or visit h
ttp://www.pickinpot-

lucks.com/

MONDAY

•Alameda – Bluegrass Jam every 

Monday at McGrath’s Iris
h Pub 

on the corner of Lincoln and 

Stanton in Alameda, CA.  For 

information, contact Darby 

Brandli at 510-533-2792 or 

email darbyandbruno@com-

cast.net.

•Oakland – Bluegrass Jam at 8 

pm every Monday beginning 

at 6 pm at the Baja Taqueria, 

4070 Piedmont Ave. (near 41st 

Street), O
akland, CA.  For 

information, call Joe Howton 

at 510-547-2252 or email 

TRman2323@aol.com.

•Palo Alto – Old Time Jam ses-

sion, 7 to 10 pm on the first 

and third Monday of every 

month at Fandango Pizza, 

3163 Middlefield Road, Palo 

Alto, CA.  For information, 

call 650-328-0853 or email 

akatiff@sbsglobal.net,

•San Diego  -- O
pen Mic and 

Jam from 6 to 9 pm on the 

4th Monday of every month at 

Godfather's Pizza, 5583 Cla-

remont Mesa Blvd, San Diego, 

CA.  For information, email 

Mike Tatar at staghorn2@cox.

net.

•Signal Hill – Bluegrass Jam 

Session every Monday from 7 

to 10 pm at Curley’s, 1999 E. 

Willow St., Signal Hill, C
A.  

For information, call 562-424-

0018.

TUESDAY

•Berkeley – Bluegrass jam session 

every Tuesday from 7:30 to 

9:30 at the 5th String Music 

Store, 3051 Adaline St., Berke-

ley, CA. The jam is hosted by 

Jacob Groopman of the Don-

ner Mountain Bluegrass Band 

and is open to all skill levels 

and is given in an instructional 

environment.  For information, 

email jgroopman@gmail.com.

•Berkeley -- O
ld-Time Sing Along 

jam from 7:30 - 9:30 pm with 

occasional performances by 

local bands, at Spud's Pizza, 

3290 Adeline (at the corner of 

Alcatraz), B
erkeley, CA.  For 

information, email Larry White 

at laurence.white@gmail.com,

•Dublin – Bluegrass Jam on the 

2nd and 4th Tuesday of every 

month at Dublin Heritage 

Center, 6600 Donlon Way, 

Dublin, CA.  For information, 

call 925-803-4128.

•Escondido – Bluegrass Jam every 

Tuesday from 7 to 10 pm at 

the Round Table Pizza, Ash 

and Washington Streets, Escon-

dido, CA.

•Granada Hills –
 Band perfor-

mance and Bluegrass Jam from 

7 to 10 pm on the 3rd Tuesday 

of every month at Baker's 

Square, 17921 Chatsworth 

Street (at Zelzah) in Granada 

Hills, C
A.  Sponsored by 

the Bluegrass Association of 

Southern California (BASC).  

For information, call 818-700-

8288 or 818-366-7258.

•Loomis – Bluegrass Jam from 6 

to 9 pm every Tuesday evening 

at the Wild Chicken Coffee 

House, Horseshoe Bar & Tay-

lor Rd, Loomis, C
A.  For infor-

mation, call 916-276-1899.

•Palo Alto -- C
eltic Slow Jam 

session from 7 to 9:45 pm 

every Tuesday at Fandango 

Pizza, 3163 Middlefield Road, 

Palo Alto, CA. Hosted by Pete 

Showman.  For information, 

call 408-255-0297.

• San Diego – Bluegrass Jams, 

bands and open mic hap-

pening on the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 

and 4th Tuesday evenings of 

each month. 2nd Tuesday 

– Fuddruckers at Grossmont 

Shopping Center, in La Mesa; 

3rd Tuesday at Fuddruck-

ers on Third Street in Chula 

Vista; and 4th Tuesday at Boll 

Weevils on MiraMesa Blvd 

in San Diego.  2nd and 3rd 

Tuesdays are open mic and 

jams, and 4th Tuesday includes 

a featured band.  Come hungry 

as we get a donation from each 

item sold there.  Just tell them 

you are with the bluegrass club. 

For more information, contact 

Mike Tatar at staghorn@cox.

net.

•Truckee – Bluegrass slo
w jam 

on the 1st Tuesday of every 

month, 6 pm at Between the 

Notes Music Store, Truckee, 

CA.  For information, call Matt 

Milan, 916-276-1899.

WEDNESDAY

•Ben Lomond -- In
termedi-

ate Pickers Jam, 8 pm until 

closing at Henflings Tavern, 

9450 Highway 9, Ben Lo-

mond, CA.  For information, 

call Jered at 831-335-1642 or 

831-336-8811, email jered@

weber-hayes.com or visit w
ww.

henflings.com

•Chico – Bluegrass Jam from 7-9 

pm at A Bean Scene Coffee-

house & Gallery, 1387 E. 8th 

Street, Chico, Ca.  Jam is open 

to all intermediate to advanced 

players.  F
or information, 

call 530-898-9474 or 530-

342-7998, email novakd42@

aol.com or visit w
ww.bfms.

freeservers.com

•Lompoc – Bluegrass Jam from 

7 to 9 pm on the second and 

fourth Wednesday of ever 

month at Southside Cof-

fee Co., 105 South "H" St., 

Lompoc, CA.  For more 

information, call Bill at (805) 

736-8241

•Morgan Hill – Bluegrass Jam 

from 6 to 10 pm on the 1st, 

3rd and 5th Wednesday of ev-

ery month at El Toro Brew Pub 

on the NW corner of Monterey 

and Main Streets in Morgan 

Hill, C
A.  For information, call 

the pub at 408-782-2739 or 

email Dick Simunic at jrsim
u-

nic@hotmail.com.

•Palo Alto – Bluegrass Jam from 

7-10 pm every Wednesday at 

Fandango Pizza, 3163 Middle-

field Road (corner of Loma 

Verde), Palo Alto, CA.  Sign on 

building also says Pommard’s 

Café.  For information, call 

650-494-2928 or visit w
ww.

TheBluegrass.com.

•Placerville – Bluegrass Jam on 

the 2nd Wednesday of every 

month from 7-10 pm at Hid-

den Passage Books, 352 Main 

St, Placerville, CA.  For infor-

mation, call 530-622-4540 or 

530-626-8751.

•San Francisco – Bluegrass and 

Country Jam on the 1st 

Wednesday of every month 

at the Plough and Stars, 116 

Clement St. (between 2nd & 

3rd Ave.), San Francisco, CA.  

For information, contact Jeanie 

or Chuck Poling at 415-751-

1122.

•Santa Rosa – Old-Time and 

Bluegrass jam on the last 

Wednesday of every month 

at The Black Rose Pub, 2074 

Armory Drive, Santa Rosa, CA.  

For more information, call 

Don Coffin at 707-995-0658 

or Ricky Rakin at 707-824-

9376.

THURSDAY

•Berkeley -- Bluegrass Jam session 

at the 5th String Music Store, 

3051 Adeline Street, Berkeley, 

CA.  For information, call Tim 

Hicks at 510-548-8282 or visit 

http://www.5thStringBerkeley.

com

•Chico – CBA Bluegrass Jam from 

6 to 10 pm on the 2nd Thurs-

day of every month at Augie’s 

Café, 230 Salem Street, Chico, 

CA. For more information, call 

530-828-4676. 

•Corte Madera -- M
arin Blue-

grass Jam on the 1st and 3rd 

Thursday of every month from 

7:30 to 10 pm at the Marin 

Lutheran Church, 649 Mead-

owsweet, Corte Madera, CA.  

For information, visit w
ww.

carltonemusic.com

•Los Angeles – Old Time Jam ses-

sion 9 pm to 12 am at the Hy-

perion Tavern, 1941 Hyperion 

Ave., Los Angeles on the 3rd 

Thursday of every month. Free 

admission. For information, 

contact Ben Guzman via email 

at ben@triplechickenfoot.com 

or visit w
ww.myspace.com/tri-

plechickenfoot.

•Morgan Hill – South County 

Bluegrass Jam on the 2nd & 

4th Thursday of each month 

at The Buzz Stop, 17400-1B 

Monterey Road, Morgan Hill, 

CA.  Open jam from 6-10 pm. 

For information, call 408-892-

9157 or email Duane Camp-

bell at dicampbell339@yahoo.

com.

•Napa – Bluegrass and Fiddle Jam 

session every Thursday night 

from 7 to 10 pm in Napa.  For 

information and location, call 

Pat Calhoun at 707- 255-4936.

•Sacramento – Bluegrass jam ses-

sion every Thursday from 7 to 

10 pm at The Fifth String Mu-

sic Store, Alhambra & Streets, 

Sacramento, CA.  For informa-

tion, call 916-442-8282.

•Sacramento – Bluegrass Slow Jam 

from 7 - 10 pm most Th
urs-

days at various Sacramento area 

homes.  C
all John at 916-990-

0719 for dates and location.  

New pickers welcome.

•Sacramento – Bluegrass Jam 

session the 3rd Thursday of 

every month beginning at 7 

pm at Café Refugio Coffee-

house, 1901 Del Paso Blvd., 

Sacramento.  For information, 

contact Matthew Coleman at 

matthewcoleman999@hotmail.

com.

•San Francisco – Bluegrass and 

Old-time music jam on the 4th 

Thursday of every month at the 

Atlas Café, 3049 20th Street at 

Alabama, San Francisco, CA.

•Ventura -- Bluegrass Jam from 

6 to 9:30 pm on the 2nd and 

4th Thursday of every month 

at Zoey's Cafe, 451 E. Main 

Street in Ventura, CA.  All 

skills w
elcome.  For informa-

tion, contact Gene Rubin 

at 805- 658-8311 or email 

gene@generubinaudio.com or 

visit h
ttp://home.earthlink.

net/~generubinaudio/index.

html.

FRIDAY

• Copperopolis – Bluegrass Jam 

session 7 pm on the first and 

third Friday of every month at 

the Old Corner Saloon, 574 

Main Street, Copperopolis, C
a.  

Open to acoustic instruments 

only no drums.  For more 

information, call Mike at (209) 

785-3047.

•Sonora – Bluegrass Jam starting 

at 7 pm on the 2nd and 4th 

Friday of every month at the 

Old Stan, 177 S. Washing-

ton Street, Sonora,CA.  For 

information, email mandobil@

bigvalley.net.

SATURDAY

•Clovis – Bluegrass Jam session 7 

to 11 pm on the 1st and 3rd 

Saturday of every month at the 

Clovis Senior Center, 850 4th 

street, Clovis, C
A.  Th

ere is a 

$1 fee to cover the cost of the 

rental of the hall.  Sponsored 

by the Kings River Bluegrass 

Association. For information, 

contact Gerald L. (Jerry) John-

ston at 559-225-6016; email 

tophawker@yahoo.com or visit 

http://www.KRBLUE.NET.

•Fremont – Bluegrass Jam Session 

on the 1st and 3rd Saturday of 

every month at Mission Pizza 

and Pub, 1572 Washington 

Blvd., Fremont, CA.  For infor-

mation, call 510-651-6858 or 

visit w
ww.missionpizza.com.

•Fresno – Old time fiddle jam 

and dance from 7 – 10 pm 

every Saturday of each month 

at the Senior Citizens Village, 

1917 Chestnut Ave., Fresno, 

CA.  Sponsored by CSOTFA 

Distric
t 2.  For information, 

contact Lynda Emanuels at 

559-924-1766 or email se-

manuels@comcast.net.

•Kingsburg – Bluegrass and Coun-

try jam session and potluck 

from 6-10 pm on the 2nd and 

4th Saturday of every month at 

1450 Ellis S
t., Kingsburg, CA.  

For information, contact Bud 

Cartwright at 559-582-9155 or 

559-582-7680, or email Bud-

Cartwright@comcast.net.

•Long Beach – Jam Session from 

1-6 pm at Fendi's C
afe, 539 E 

Bixby Road, Long Beach, CA.  

For information, call 562-984-

8187.

•Marysville – Regular jam ses-

sion from 3-6 pm on the 1st 

Saturday of every month at 

the Brick Coffee House Cafe, 

Marysville, CA.  For informa-

tion, call -530-743-0413 or 

530 701-5090.

•Redwood City -- Bluegrass Jam, 

noon to 3 pm on the 3rd Satur-

day of every month at Bob's 

Court House Coffee Shop and 

Restaurant, 2198 Broadway, 

Redwood City, C
A. Jennifer 

Kitchen facilitates the Jam and 

her Band "Kitchen Help" may 

be on-hand to add spice to the 

monthly event.  For more in-

formation, call 650-780-0593.

•Sebastopol – CBA Jam Ses-

sion every Saturday from 2 

to 5 pm at Catz Roastery, 

6761 Sebastopol Avenue in 

Sebastopol, CA.  (1st & 2nd 

Saturday – Old-time, bluegrass, 

old-country and more; 3rd 

Saturday – standard Bluegrass 

and last Saturday – pickers 

choice.)  For information, call 

707- 829-6600.

•Squaw Valley – Open Jam and 

Potluck, 5-9 pm on the last 

Saturday of every month at 

the Bear Mountain Library, 

30733 E. Kings Canyon Road 

(Highway 180), Squaw Valley, 

CA.  For information, contact 

Nancy or Henry Zuniga at 

559-338-0026 or 559-476-

0446.

Attention bands, promoters, ven-

ues – if you would like to have 

your performances, 
concerts, 

festivals or jam sessions list
ed in 

Bluegrass Breakdown and on the 

CBA website, please send your 

information to CBA Calendar 

Editor Suzanne Denison at bgs-

breakdown@volcano.net.

Feeling 

helpful?

Contact Rosanna: 

rosanna@

youngconstruction.

com

Volunteer!

CBA members can also receive the 
Bluegrass Breakdown each month in 

pdf form at our website: 
cbaontheweb.org 
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California Bluegrass Association Membership Application
First Name Last Name Spouse:  First Name Last Name
____________________  ____________________                    __________________  ______________________
Address __________________________________  Child(ren) __________________________________________
City ____________________________  State _______  Zip __________  Year of Birth __________________

Phone __________________________  Email: _______________________________

Membership includes 12 issues of the Bluegrass Breakdown, and discount prices for 
all CBA sponsored festivals and concerts.  Band memberships available for out-of-
state bands.  Each member is entitled to one copy of the publication.  Please write 
names and addresses on a separate sheet of paper. Prices subject to change 
without notice. Out of United States? Postal rates may be higher, please 
inquire.

Membership Categories:
Single Membership $25.00
With Spouse/other added $30.00
Teens 16-18 (voting) $5.00 each
(Children under 16 included free)
Band Memberships Out of State Only
(3-5 Members) $40.00

Please sign me up for the following:
_____ Single - 1 vote for _____ year(s) @$25
_____ Couple - 2 votes for _____ year(s) @$30
_____ Add ____ voting Children @$5 each

Children’s names and birthdates: __________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

If Senior Citizens (65 and over), please list birth years:
____________________________________________

____ New    ____ Renewal of Member #_____________

Membership Total  $________________

TOTAL ENCLOSED $________________
Please make checks payable to California Bluegrass Association (CBA).  

Mail to: CBA Membership Vice President Larry Phegley
P O Box 1143

Seaside, CA 93955

For information, call  831 233 0448
or email cba.membership14@gmail.com

California Bluegrass Association
Bluegrass Breakdown

is published monthly as a tabloid newspaper at PO Box 152, San Ramon, 
CA 94583, by the California Bluegrass Association.  The CBA is a non-
profit organization founded in 1974 and is dedicated to the furtherance of 
Bluegrass, Old-Time, and Gospel music.  The views of the authors does not 
nessesarily reflect the views of the CBA or its Board of Directors. Member-
ship in the CBA costs $25 a year and includes a subscription to the Bluegrass 
Breakdown.  A spouse’s membership may be added for an additional $5 and 
children between 13 and 18 for $1.00 per child.  Children 13-18 who wish 
to vote will have to join for $10.00.  Names and ages are required.
 Band memberships are only available for the out of state bands; cost 
is $40.  Subscription to the Bluegrass Breakdown without membership is 
available only to foreign locations.  Third class postage is paid at Stockton, 
California.  Bluegrass Breakdown (USPS 315-350).  Postmaster please send 
address changes to:  Bluegrass Breakdown, P.O. Box 152 San Ramon, CA 
94583.   Copy and advertising deadline is the 1st of the month, one month 
prior to publication (i.e. February  deadline is January 1st, etc).     
 Members are encouraged to attend all board meetings. Please contact 
any board member or call the CBA office at 209-588-9214 for information 
and directions.
           Please send all contributions and advertisements to:

Mark Varner, editor - P.O. Box 1245, Boulder Creek, CA 95006
831-338-0618 -- email mrvarner@ix.netcom.com

Visit our Web Site at: www.cbaontheweb.org
Editor .........................................................................Mark Varner
Publicity Director/Breakdown contributing writer....George Martin
Columnist ............................................................. Roger Siminoff
Columnist ................................................................. Allan French
Columnist ..................................................... Eileen Kleinschmidt
Columnist ............................................................... Darby Brandli
Columnist................................................................Cliff Compton
Columnist .......................................................................Joe Weed
Columnist .............................................................. Geff Crawford
Columnist ...............................................................Wayne Erbsen
Photography............. ......................... Bob Calkins, Mike Melnyk
Graphics.........................................Stephen Johnson, Mark Varner
Recording Reviews & Interviews ..........................Brenda Hough
©2010 California Bluegrass Association.  All Rights Reserved.  Reprint requests 
must be made in advance by contacting the Editor.

Bluegrass Breakdown  Advertising Rates
Display Advertising
Full Page- 10” wide X 12.75” high ......................... $255.00
Half Page  - horizontal -- 10” wide X 6.5” tall ....... $144.00
Half Page - vertical -- 4.5” wide X 12.75” tall  ...... $134.00
Quarter Page 4.5” wide X 6.5” tall ........................... $70.00
Business Card - 2 columns wide (3 7/8”) X 2” tall  .. $35.00
 Flyer insertion is available. Inquire for cost. 
 Other sizes of advertising are available. Discount pricing is applied to pre-paid ads running 3 
months, 6 months or 12 months. Please call 831-338-0618 or email: mrvarner@ix.netcom.com for 
further information.
 Advertisements should be submitted as PDF (or other approved format) files either on disc, CD or 
via e-mail.  Advertisements can be produced by the editor upon request if artwork and photographs are 
submitted in advance. 
 Advertising proofs can be FAXed or e-mailed upon request if typesetting and/or layout is required.  
Please allow at least 5 extra days for production.
 Special rates are in place for festival issues, due to the greater amount of issues printed and copies 
distributed. This is usually 200% of the regular rate, but the Board of Directors of the CBA reserves the 
right to change the policy at their discretion.  Please contact the Editor for more details.

Classified Advertising
 The current rates for classified ads are based on 3 1/2 inches of typed copy and are as follows:  
$8.00 for the first three lines and 50¢ for each additional line. 
 All advertising must be paid for in advance unless prior arrangements have been made for billing.  
A 12% late fee will be charged if advertising invoices are not paid within 60 days of billing.

Make checks payable to the California Bluegrass Association and send check and ad to: 
Mark Varner, Editor Bluegrass Breakdown

P.O. Box 1245, Boulder Creek, CA 95006
Phone 831-338-0618 or email mrvarner@ix.netcom.com

Ads can be uploaded to the CBA FTP site at: http://www.cbaontheweb.org/AdUpload.asp

Four color ads
................$320.00
................$180.00
................$170.00
..................$90.00
..................$45.00

Black & White ads

Save trees! Get your 
Bluegrass Breakdown 

electronically. 
Contact Larry at

cba.membership14@
gmail.com

and let him know you don’t 
need USPS delivery.

Looks like a 
membership 
application!

TERMS OF TICKET SALES FOR CBA EVENTS. Festivals, con-
certs, and other events sponsored by the CBA are held rain or 
shine, and there will be no refunds or rain checks.  In the event 
a festival, concert, or event is cancelled due to natural disaster, 
fire, or act of God, CBA will not give refunds but will allow valid 
ticket holders to have admission to the following year’s event 
free of charge.  Artist schedules and performance times are sub-
ject to change without prior notice. 

    
    

What’s this?!
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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK - Darby Brandli, CBA President

through the years.  Immediately 
upon hearing of this project, per-
formers from our main stage over 
the years volunteered to set JD’s 
recipes to music and to perform 
them on an accompanying CD.  JD 
intends this book to be a fundraiser 
for the next generations of kids in 
the CBA.  We finally are building 
our Youth Program such that such 
a fundraiser will be a shot in the 
arm for years to come.  What a gift 
from a man bigger than life with 
a huge heart.  Thank you JD, we 
love you, thank you Ted Kuster for 
spearheading this huge project.  We 
hope to make our fundraising goal 
and have J.D.’s Bluegrass Kitchen 
and CD available for sale in 2015.  
Thank you all who have donated 
thus far, such generous hearts and 
you will also be the first to own the 
cookbook.
 September is also the Inter-
national Bluegrass Music Asso-
ciation’s annual conference held 
this year again in Raleigh, North 
Carolina.  The World of Bluegrass 
is a week long event held this year 
September 30-October 4 and it 
offers:  Business Conference, the 

 I am writing this during the 
last week of our Kickstarter Cam-
paign for the J.D. Rhynes Bluegrass 
Kitchen project and it is looking 
like we might make our goal of 
$10,000 in start up funds for this 
HUGE project spearheaded by 
CBA member and volunteer Ted 
Kuster!  JD has been a member 
of the CBA from the beginning 
and many of you know him from 
his “cooking” column (recipes and 
tales from his life) in the Bluegrass 
Breakdown (28 years of monthly 
columns) and/or from the audience 
area on Saturday nights when he, 
for decades, MC’d the main stage.  
JD was awarded Honorary Lifetime 
Membership in the CBA and was 
on the Board of Directors for years 
and years until he retired a few 
years ago.  We always had potluck 
lunches at BOD meetings when JD 
was serving as a Director and the 
line for whatever he cooked was 
long and seconds (and thirds) were 
the norm.  The man can cook.  
 Ted Kuster and his group of 
volunteers plan to publish a cook-
book full of JD’s recipes, stories 
and lots of photos from the CBA 

Wide Open Bluegrass Street Fair, 
a huge Expo held in the Raleigh 
Convention Center, the Bluegrass 
Ramble (nighttime showcases held 
all over town and in the Marriott 
and Convention Centers), the 25th 
Annual IBMA Awards Show.  This 
event should definitely be on your 
bucket list.  Lucy Smith is heading 
up our team this year and has our 
CBA Suite fully booked for a week 
of top notch music.  The CBA will 
present the Earl Brothers at a noon 
luncheon.  The Earl Brothers have 
been selected by the IBMA as an 
official 2014 Showcase band and 
we are thrilled to be able to present 
them to the crowd.  
 Six of our Kids on Bluegrass 
have been invited this year to par-
ticipate in the IBMA Kids on Blue-
grass program.  Only the most tal-
ented bluegrass kids in the United 
States are invited to participate in 
this event directed by Kim Fox.   
Helen Foley, Josh Gooding and Jake 
Gooding have been invited back 
this year and they will be joined 
by Jon Gooding, Jesse Personeni 
and Amaya Rose Dempsey.  This 
is a huge honor for these kids and 

an enormous opportunity for our 
kids from the far west coast to meet 
other talented kids who are raised 
in the heart of bluegrass land.  Last 
year there were two performances:  
one in the Convention Center and 
one in front of thousands on a big 
stage in front of the host Marriott 
Hotel.   Attending is an honor and 
is an expensive proposition which 
requires an adult chaperone, air-
plane trips across the continent and 
a week long hotel stay.  
 The CBA Youth Program is 
able to grant $500 to each child 
asked to participate.  We are able 
to do this because of the generosity 
of our donor members.  We accept 
donations to the CBA Youth Pro-
gram year round and checks can be 
made out to the program and sent 
to me (the Liaison to the Youth 
Program) at 2106 9th Avenue, 
Oakland, CA 94606.  All dona-
tions are tax deductible and dona-
tions are spread out among all our 
current programs:  Kids on Blue-
grass, the Lending Library, KidFest, 
the Youth Academy.
 The CBA is a sponsor of the 
World of Bluegrass and our main 

fundraising activity for this is by 
our annual instrument raffle and by 
generous donations from the Sier-
ra Nevada Brewing Company and 
Guglielmo Winery. There is still 
time to buy raffle tickets, the raffle 
will be held at the Annual Member-
ship Meeting at the Fall Campout 
in Colusa in October.  We have 
some wonderful instruments to raf-
fle again this year and the odds of 
you winning one are pretty good.  
 Please remember to join or re-
new your membership so you can 
vote in the 2014 Board of Direc-
tors election.  Election results will 
be announced at our Fall Campout 
and Annual Membership Meeting 
on Saturday night, October 18, at 
the Lodi Grape Festival Grounds.

CBA 
CLASSIFIED 

ADS

BANJO LESSONS WITH 
ALLEN HENDRICKS of Hen-
dricks Banjos, the California 
Quickstep and formerly of the 
South Loomis Quickstep.  I teach 
all styles of five-string banjo 
playing that can be done with fin-
ger picks.  All levels from rank 
beginner to accomplished player 
who may need additional direc-
tion to take his or her playing to 
a higher level.  Private individual 
lessons as well as teaching your 
group to compliment each other’s 
styles and abilities.  I teach at my 
own private studio in the Sacra-
mento Area.  I also teach in my 
home just north of Placerville.  I 
play banjo, I make banjos, and I 
sometimes buy and sell banjos 
and other stringed instruments.  
For further information or to 
schedule lesson times, please call 
916-614-9145 or 530-622-1953.

LESSONS

CBA members make this publication possible. 

CALL TO ORDER
 Tim Edes, Chairman of the 
Board, called the meeting to order 
at 10:05 AM on Saturday July 12, 
2014 at the Brace River House, 
2608 Paradise Road, Modesto, CA  
95358. 

ROLL CALL
Board Members Present:  
Darby Brandli, David Brace, Tim 
Edes, Dave Gooding Mark Hogan, 
Jack Hyland, Jim Ingram, Larry 
Phegley, Geoffrey Sargent 
Board Members Absent:  
Montie Elston, Steve Goldfield
Officers Present:  
Colleen Hogan, Lucy Smith, Carl 
Pagter, Rick Cornish, Marcos Ali-
vira, Bruno Brandli, Frank Solivan, 
Mark Varner 

SETTING OF THE AGENDA
 The Board approved the meet-
ing agenda with three additions.

APPROVAL OF THE MAY 
2014 BOARD MEETING MIN-
UTES
 The Board approved the May 
minutes as written.

PERSONS DESIRING TO 
ADDRESS THE BOARD ON 
UNAGENDIZED ITEMS
 Frank Solivan thanked the 
Board for the honor of the lifetime 
membership. He had some ques-
tions about expenses for KOB and 
was asked to submit a budget at the 
beginning of 2015. 
 Carl Pagter attended the 
ROMP festival in Owensboro and 
gave an update on the effort to build 

a new International Bluegrass Music 
Museum. They have raised 7 million 
of the 10 million goal. He urged the 
Board to consider making another 
donation specifically earmarked for 
the building fund. 

OLD BUSINESS 
Modesto Concert Financials:
 David Brace gave the financial 
report for the Modesto Concert. 
The total net was in the positive. 

Area Activities VP Job 
Description:
 The Board approved a revised 
version of the job description. The 
modified description will be dis-
tributed to the Area Activities VPs 
to review and sign to signify their 
agreement.

2015 Fathers Day Festival Music 
Format:
 The TAG committee is discuss-
ing the idea of changing the format 
for the 40th anniversary festival to 
allow for more flexibility in band 
selection. 

JD Rhynes Cookbook Project:
 Kickstarter has only raised 
$2,650 of the $10K goal with just 
30 days left. It expires the day after 
the Good Old Fashioned Festival. 
A letter is going out to the CBA 
membership however it is likely that 
the goal won’t be met without a big 
push. The Board agreed to contrib-
ute up to 20% ($2,000) if 80% of 
the Kickstarter goal is met.

CBA BOD Elections:
 The Board confirmed that the 

deadline to submit candidate state-
ments to Mark Varner for the Blue-
grass Breakdown is August 1st for 
publication in the September issue.

NEW BUSINESS
2014 IBMA Budget and Propos-
al:
 The Board approved the IBMA 
budget as submitted by Lucy Smith, 
IBMA Liaison. The eight person 
team is complete and 22 of the 
showcase bands already booked. 
Lucy is looking for a wine donor 
with a distributor in North Caroli-
na. 

2015 FDF Graphics:
 The Board discussed if it is 
important to approve the t-shirt 
design for the 2015 festival to use 
on marketing materials at IBMA in 
October. A discussion ensued about 
marketing at IBMA in general that 
will be discussed further at the Au-
gust meeting.  

Handicap Camping Coordinator 
resignation:
 John Skarr resigned from the 
position of Handicapped Camping 
Coordinator. This job has been dis-
solved and merged with two others:

Gate Coordinator Resignation:
 Mike McGar resigned but will 
stay on in 2015 as an advisor and 
mentor. David Brace knows some-
one who is willing to take it on. The 
Board agreed to make the position 
official in October. 
Executive Committee 
Authorization to issue refunds:
 The Executive Committee 

wants the authority to review and 
approve requests for FDF refunds 
and credits. This was approved by 
the Board, though not unanimous-
ly.

Kids Jam Aug 23:
 A father of some children who 
participated in the KOB program 
is trying to start a kids’ jam in the 
East Bay. The first one is tentative-
ly schedule at the Bruno house in 
Oakland on Aug 23. The Board ap-
proved money to help support the 
jam if they have to move to rented 
space.

Youth Program Grants to IBMA 
KOB:
 Six CBA kids have been invit-
ed to IBMA this year. The Board 
approved a small bequest per child 
to help defray the cost of attend-
ing. 

Great 48 Band Contest:
 The band contest at the Great 
48 is not well attended and it is 
hard to get bands to participate. 
The Board agreed to hire one or 
two bands to play that night in-
stead of the Band Contest. 

REPORTS
Executive Committee Report:
 The Executive Committee 
addressed several items between 
meetings: 

- Dealt with email regarding the 
Vern’ Stage headliner set

- Granted several music family 
festival comps

Minutes of the July 12, 2014 - California Bluegrass Association Board Meeting

Continued on A-5

Darby Brandli

CBA classified 
ads cost just a few 
dollars and reach 

thousands of read-
ers. Any items for 
sale and all ser-

vices are welcome.
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Bluegrass pioneer will be 
honored Oct. 11 in class with 
Al Pacino, John Irving, Jules 
Feiffer
 Trailblazing musician Ralph 
Stanley has been elected a fellow of 
the American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences in a class that also includes 
actor and director Al Pacino, novel-
ists John Irving and Annie Proulx, 
Pulitzer Prize-winning cartoonist 
Jules Feiffer, former Secretary of La-
bor Robert Reich and oceanographer 
and discoverer of the Titanic, Robert 
Ballard, among others.
In May, Stanley was awarded an hon-
orary doctor of music degree from 
Yale University.  It was his second 
such distinction, the first having been 
conferred in 1976 by Lincoln Memo-
rial University.
 Stanley will be inducted formal-
ly into the Academy at its headquar-
ters in Cambridge, Massachusetts on 
Oct. 11.  The Academy was founded 
in 1780 to recognize America’s fore-
most “thinkers and doers.”   Among 
its past members are George Wash-
ington, Benjamin Franklin, Ralph 
Waldo Emerson and Martin Luther 
King Jr.  Current members include 
more than 250 Nobel laureates and 
60 Pulitzer Prize-winners.
 Recognized as the leading ex-
ponent of traditional Appalachian 
music and a founding father of blue-
grass, Stanley has spread his sound 
around the world during his 68 years 
of touring and recording.  He began 
his career in 1946 as the younger 
half of the Stanley Brothers, a group 
then headed by singer-songwriter 

Ralph Stanley honored

From page A-4

Carter Stanley.  The Stanley Brothers 
performed, recorded and appeared 
on television together until Carter’s 
death in 1966. 
 In the years following, Stanley 
built and led a band that at various 
times featured such rising talents as 
Ricky Skaggs, Keith Whitley, Larry 
Sparks and Charlie Sizemore.  So sig-
nificant was the Stanley sound in the 
2000 movie O Brother, Where Art 
Thou? that Ralph rocketed from icon 
to superstar.  He was profiled by nov-
elist David Gates in The New Yorker 
and went on to earn a Grammy as top 
male country music vocalist, edging 
out Johnny Cash, Willie Nelson, 
Tim McGraw and Lyle Lovett.  To 
date, he has won three Grammys.
 Stanley’s high, forlorn vocals are 
featured in the seven-million-selling 
O Brother soundtrack album. In ad-
dition, he was the first performer to 
be inducted into the Grand Ole Opry 
in the 21st Century.  He is a member 
of the International Bluegrass Music 
Hall of Fame and a recipient of the 
National Medal of Arts. 

CBA’s Great 48
From page A-1

- Made decisions about the stage 
scrims

- Talked about festival  comps – 
this issue deferred to the Retro-
spective

- Authorized a ticket credit 
- Issued a partial refund to a ven-

dor who had poor placement at 
FDF

- Fielded some complaints about 
dogs and other issues that will 
be discussed at the Retrospective

- Sent cards to members who had 
deaths in their family

Membership Report:
 As of July 1, the CBA member-
ship is 2563 members. Larry Phegley 
processed a large number of new/
renewed members in June but the 
CBA is still below where it has been 
in prior years at this time. 

Treasurer’s Report:
 Treasurer Montie Elston was 
not present.

Music Camp Report: 
 Geoff Sargent reported that 
Music Camp went well. It will be 
discussed in depth at the Retrospec-
tive. 
 Darby Brandli reported that 
Youth Camp was sold out. 
Area Activities VP Reports:
Bruno Brandli (East Bay)
 The Alameda jam was cancelled 
due to low attendance. There is an-
other jam in Oakland that is quite 

successful
Lucy Smith (Butte / Tehama)
 Lucy is taking a hiatus from 
concerts this summer. They lost one 
venue in the area and she is looking 
for another venue to start up after 
IBMA. 
Mark Hogan (North Bay Coast)
 Mark reported that the lineup 
for the 15th Anniversary Sebastopol 
festival is beginning to take shape. 
So far he has confirmed Si Kahn, 
Bean Creek and Steep Ravine. The 
Coffee Catz jam in Sebastopol is 
self-running and going into its 17th 
year. He had to work out a parking 
issue with the city but now has a val-
idation system to keep jam attendees 
from getting ticketed or towed.
Marcos Alvira (Stanislaus / Merced 
/ Mariposa)
 The radio show is on hiatus 
for the summer. The jam at a coffee 
house in Merced brings in young 
musicians and may increase to a few 
jams per month. 
Larry Phegley (South Bay / Monte-
rey Bay)
 Attendance at jams in his area is 
up and down but going well. A lot of 
middle school kids go to the library 
so he’s looking at doing something 
for kids there.  

President’s Report:
 Darby Brandli has received sev-
eral emails about the festival, most 

of which will be discussed at the 
retrospective. One continuing issue 
is dogs. The Executive Committee 
is charged with developing legal 
language about dogs to publish and 
enforce at future festivals. 

Chairman’s Report:
 Tim Edes read some letters re-
garding the FDF to give perspective 
from various people, positive and 
negative. Tim brought up the idea 
of setting up a video screen on one 
side of the stage at the 40th anni-
versary festival, which could pos-
sibly be paid for by sponsors such 
as a local cable television company. 
Jack Hyland recommended that the 
CBA invest in a shade cloth for the 
audience area and was put in charge 
of researching the cost.

CONFIRM TIME AND PLACE 
FOR THE FEBRUARY BOARD 
MEETING
Next meeting: Sunday August 10, 
2014 at 10 AM The Grove Restau-
rant, 7511 Pacheco Pass Highway, 
Hollister, CA. 

**IMPORTANT** The September 
meeting has been changed to Satur-
day, Sept 6th at 10 AM at the Bran-
dli house in Oakland.

ADJOURNMENT
Meeting adjourned at 2:15 pm.

Minutes compiled by 
Colleen Hogan, CBA Secretary

Minutes of the July 12, 2014 - California Bluegrass 
Association Board Meeting

Jam 1st Sunday Every Month
Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association

Jam 1-5 pm, Open-Mike Stage 1:30-5 pm
Beginners’ Circle Slow Jam 2 pm

Come to play, or just to listen.
Beginners and families welcome.

fiddlers.org or  Richard Brooks: 650-328-3939

Hoover Middle School Cafeteria
1420 Naglee Ave. (at Park), San Jose

• Many music styles (Bluegrass, O-T, swing, ...).
• Regular Jam admission at Hoover: member

adults $6, non-members $8; kids thru 17 free.
• Acoustic instruments only, please. 

See www.fiddlers.org for special events including
Summertime jams at the Rose Garden
Special performances and concerts
KidFiddle and other youth fiddle events

 The very popular and long running mu-
sic festival, the Strawberry Music Festival, 
has been forced to relocate their September 
event to the Nevada County Fairgrounds in 
Grass Valley. This is the same venue as the 
CBA’s Father’s Day Bluegrass Festival has 
called home for 40 years. A tremendous fire 
caused the closure of their usual Camp Ma-
ther location.
 The venue has changed but the festival’s 
colorful and varied lineup will carry on the 
Strawberry spirit. The performers will in-
clude a nice mix, but among the artists will 
be some well known to the members of the 
CBA. 
 The whole festival will open with a band 
which features once Bluegrass Breakdown 
editor, Zeke Griffin. 
 And the “edgy” side, try out the Hill-
benders,  from back east. For some more 
solid California-style bluegrass you will find 
the Kathy Kallick Band and the Little Band. 
CBA favorites Steep Ravine will perform as 
will a band that did very well on our Vern’s 
stage in 2014: American Nomad. Congratu-
lations to these bands for bringing bluegrass 
to the Strawberry Music Festival.
 Jerry Douglas will bring his band and 
an exciting rare appearance by Hot Rize (fea-
turing Red Knuckles and the Trailblazers, 
of course) will really make this a fine event. 
And these are only a few of the featured acts. 
 The festival takes place September 11-
14, 201. You can find more information at 
http://www.strawberrymusic.com/home.
aspx

Strawberry Music 
Festival 2014

host suites at the event.  
 The CBA will be holding the opening concert Thursday 
night.  Watch the web page for developments on this opening 
event.  Tickets will be $17 at the door and $15 advance.
 A Friday night concert featuring a major Bluegrass act is in 
the works but an announcement is being withheld pending res-
olution of some scheduling issues. There is also consideration for 
the potential Friday night concert to be linked to the Leukemia 
& Lymphoma Society as a fund raiser. Please watch for more 
information regarding the concert.
 Saturday night will bring the band scramble and open mic.  
We will open with an opportunity for our kids to have some time.  
 When the idea for a Great 48 was first concocted, it was seen 
as a great way to break up the long winter break between festivals.  
From a picker’s view point it has far exceeded expectations.  I feel 
like we are not providing a winter opportunity for people who 
just want to listen to come enjoy the music and socialize.  I have 
been talking with a few of you at festivals I attend and I have to 
say I have been underwhelmed about a desire to provide this type 
of opportunity.  
 I could use more help putting this event together.  If you 
could help raise sponsorships, contact me at my membership 
E-Mail: 
cba.membership14@gmail.com.
 Be sure and watch the CBA web site for future “Great 48” 
announcements
 The Bakersfield DoubleTree hotel is conveniently located at: 
3100 Camino Del Rio Court, Bakersfield, CA 93308 (near the 
junction of SR-99 and SR-58) 

For hotel bookings use:
Group Name: CA Bluegrass 48 Hour Jam
Group Code: C-B48
By Phone: Central Reservations: 888-779-4694  
Front Desk: 661-323-7111

Ralph Stanley to be honored.
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Kids On Bluegrass 
Father’s Day 
Festival 2014
By Sharon Elliott
 I was walking down the hall 
close to the CBA suite at the Great 
48 last January. There was a little 
girl in a red cowgirl shirt, skirt, hat 
and boots playing a fiddle to a small 
group of people who had gathered 
around her. Her dad stood just a 
few feet behind her with a proud 
smile on his face, taking some vid-
eo of his shy little girl entertaining 
this small group. I stopped and 
listened to her play a couple tunes 
and was truly captivated with this 
young person, playing by herself. 
Her fiddle playing was really, real-
ly good! Cathy Pierce, age 9, has 
been playing fiddle for 2 years. I 
began talking to Cathy and asked 
her and her dad if they knew about 
the Father’s Day Bluegrass Festival 
and about the Kids on Bluegrass 
program and invited them to 
come and take part in the KOB 
show. There was no doubt in my 
mind that Cathy would be a won-
derful addition to our show! Cathy 
has a brother, Nick age 15, who 
also had been playing fiddle for 5 
years. Nick was wandering about 
the halls of the Great 48, playing 
with others that night, so it was 
not until they both showed up in 
the KOB rehearsal that I realized 
they were both to be part of the 
program. Both kids took classical 
violin lessons. They play with their 
dad, Jack, and the family often 
goes to convalescent homes and 
local markets where they play and 
visit. Cathy and Nick played “Back 
up and Push.”
 On this day, I had no idea that 

Cathy and her brother would be 
joining a Kids on Bluegrass show 
where almost half of the entire 
group would consist of siblings. 
Out of 45 kids, 21 were from only 
8 families! 
 Thursday morning rehearsal 
began at 10:00 AM with about 30 
kids with T.J. Doerfel (Angelica 
Grim’s husband) taking the more 
experienced musicians to one side 
of the camp and Tom Caudle tak-
ing his large group of younger kids 
to the other. The new kids still 
had to meet Frank Solivan, the 
big boss, and “audition” for Frank 
which is really only talking a bit 
with him and then playing a song 
for him to decide what their expe-
rience level is so we know which 
group they should play with. As 
T.J. and Tom began to pick out 
possible songs that the kids could 
play the music in the camp began 
and the excited voices of the kids 
hollering out ideas and who could 
play what parts. Throughout the 
morning the new kids would join 
their groups and join in as they 
could. By mid-morning the begin-
nings of a show began to appear, 
with the lists of about 20 songs to 
start working on. 
 Our camp was pretty big 
with several canopies situated at 
different areas so that we could 
separate little groups of perform-
ers away from each other so they 
wouldn’t drown each other out 
while they began to work out their 
parts and began to play and sing. 
Soon I began the hear about six 
or so songs coming from all over 
the KOB rehearsal area , mostly 
on the side of the more advanced 
kids. Amaya Rose Dempsey-15-
guitar-fiddle-vocals, Jesse Personi-
ni-15-banjo-guitar-vocals along 

with Janelle Ikes-14-fiddle, John 
Gooding-12-guitar, Skyler Fred-
sor-13-mandolin broke into “Arms 
of my Love” with Amaya taking 
the lead vocal. Amaya has been 
with the Kids on Bluegrass since 
2008. She got her first fiddle at age 
3. At age 7 she started taking clas-
sical music lessons at 8 and then 
started picking up old time fiddle. 
By 9, Amaya was invited to play 
with Monte Mills and the Lucky 
Horseshoe Band at a local park 
concert and decided that playing 
and singing in front of an audi-
ence was really cool. I remember 
the first couple times I heard 
 Amaya sing at a KOB re-
hearsal. She was singing with Sally 
Shilling, and Anna Spain and I re-
member then just spinning around 
to listen to these three girls sing 
together. Each one of them stood 
out already individually and to-
gether! That was about 7 years ago, 
and this year, Amaya is one of 6 
of our kids who will be going to 
the I.B.M.A. as one our Kids on 
Bluegrass to take part in the Youth 
all-stars Kids on Bluegrass Pro-
gram directed by Kim Fox of 3 Fox 
Drive. 
 Just 10 feet or so away 
from Amaya’s, group, Kyle Led-
son-12-mandolin was singing a 
song he wrote called “Head in 
the Clouds”. Surrounding him 
is Helen Lude-11-fiddle and vo-
cals, Christian Schaffer-16-guitar 
, D’JangoRuckrich-9-guitar-fid-
dle-mandolin and a few others all 
working out the different parts to 
play. They were standing in front 
of a fake mic with T.J. giving direc-
tion. 
 With about three other 
groups of kids working out songs 
the sounds from all the instru-

ments and voices rise and once 
again I stop and turn slowly 
around to take in these many tal-
ented kids the oldest 16 and the 
youngest just 5! So many new kids 
that I have not yet met. It’s always 
an amazing thing to watch the 
older more experience kids begin 
to work together on their own, 
and with T.J leading them through 
their songs this portion is coming 
along rapidly. Many of them have 
been playing and jamming togeth-
er for a long time. However, there 
are some new kids that have been 
playing for a while but were too 
shy, or thought they were just not 
ready for or talented enough for 
the KOB. 
 Alicia Cress-14-guitar-vocals, 
was one of those kids that just 
didn’t think she was ready! She 
first came to Father’s Day Blue-
grass Festival when she was about 
8 years old. She remembers watch-
ing A.J. Lee on stage and says A.J. 
was her biggest influence and had 
the most wonderful voice! At that 
time she was playing the fiddle but 
at 12 she began playing the guitar. 
At the festivals, she met and be-
gan to play with some of the kids 
that were in the Kids on Bluegrass 
program and they all encouraged 
her to try. But she was very in-
timidated by how good these kids 
were and she just didn’t think she 
was ready. This year, however, she 
came to see Frank and audition for 
him, so nervous, but very quick-
ly he made her feel comfortable 
enough to sing. He asked her what 
she wanted to sing and she said 
she wanted to sing A.J. Lee’s song 
“Hickory Wind” (Gram Parsons) 
but she didn’t think she could do 
it justice after A.J’s version! Well, 
she did do it justice when she sang 
it on stage and I wish A.J. had 
been there to hear Alicia sing it. 
She also sang “House of the Rising 
Sun”. I later asked Alicia how she 
felt about the program after be-
ing so shy about taking part in it. 
Her response was “Everyone was 
so welcoming, warm and friendly! 
I learned so much from the other 
kids in KOB, new songs, new licks 
and met so many new friends. It 
was an incredible experience and 
I’m really sorry I didn’t do this ear-
lier!” 
 During rehearsal, there are so 
many wonderful things that hap-
pen and on Thursday afternoon in 
Tom’s group of the younger kids, 
they were rehearsing “Old Joe 
Clark” and some of the kids just 
weren’t picking up the tune fast 
enough to keep up. I watched as 
they struggled for a little time and 
suddenly a little 9 year old girl by 
the name of Gabriella Juarez-9-
fiddle-vocals, leaned over and said 
something to the 5 kids that were 
struggling and told them to go 
with her. They followed her over 
to a little shady spot where they 
all sat down and Gabriela began 
to give this small group lessons on 
this song. She got them to start 
playing the song and some were 
not even on the right note. As she 
leaned forward, she showed them 

which note was the A string and as 
they began to get it she enthusias-
tically said “Yeah! That’s it, that‘s 
it!” with her head bobbing up and 
down. It wasn’t long before this 9 
year old child had the group play-
ing the song and they returned to 
their place in rehearsal. Gabriella 
is just a natural born teacher/per-
former I think and her enthusiasm 
both on and off the stage shines 
very bright! Right along with her, 
were her sister Sophia-8-mando-
lin and brother Lorenzo-6. Ga-
briella sang ‘Boil them Cabbage 
Down’ and Sophia and ‘Man of 
Constant Sorrow’. These three 
kids are cousins of another young 
group, Will Washburn-11-Guitar, 
Nate Washburn-8-Banjo and Jake 
Washburn-6-fiddle all of whom 
are the grandchildren of Whit 
Washburn. Whit’s daughter, Kris-
ten-mother of the Juarez kids and 
son Paul Washburn, father of the 
Washburn group were also two of 
the very original Kids on Bluegrass 
that also included Frank Solivan II 
more than 25 years ago. 
 There were so many kids that 
took part in this year’s show, it is 
simply impossible to mention ev-
eryone! What strikes me every time 
is not only the talent of these kids 
but how much they give to each 
other in teaching, sharing and giv-
ing to each other and the changes 
they go through each year. We nev-
er really know who will show up 
and have no advanced notice as to 
what songs may be played. Within 
just two days, Frank and his team 
and these incredible kids work 
very hard and we are all so richly 
rewarded! Some have been with us 
for years while others like Janelle 
Ikes-14-fiddle-‘Wheel Hoss’ Pa-
tricia Johnson-12-fiddle-mando-
lin-‘Wayfaring Stranger’ MaKenna 
Hertz-11-guitar-‘Blue Moon of 
Kentucky’ and so many more are 
new.
 By Friday afternoon we were 
doing the final run through and 
timing and trying to put the final 
polish on the performance. By this 
time the kids were tired and some-
times there was a little lull in the 
energy of the performers. So as we 
were running through the songs, 
Frank was right up there with the 
kids, reving up their enthusiasm, 
pumping up their energy and even 
dancing to help get the kids to loos-
en up and smile and put some pop 
into the performance. We all know 
however that the moment they go 
on stage they will sizzle! The most 
important thing is that they enjoy 
this. 
 It’s almost show time and off 
we go to the stage. The long line 
of the Kids on Bluegrass, all 45 
of them, walk through the tent 
area into the meadow to the main 
stage. They wore their neon green 
Kids on Bluegrass tee shirts and 
carried their instruments in hand. 
All along the way people started 
clapping and calling out for these 
kids who have become such an im-
portant part of the California Blue-
grass Association. The older kids 
have taken this walk many times 

CBA Kids on Bluegrass , Father’s Day 2014

Yan Meiln & Delaney
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Top: musical veteran Jesse Personini will be part of the KOB 
representing the CBA at IBMA in Raleigh, NC. 
Right: Cara DiGiovanni is from Nashville and is an IBMA 
performer as well.

CBA Kids on Bluegrass , Father’s Day 2014

but for the little ones it’s new and 
as I watch them I see them turn 
and look at these people hollering 
and clapping and it takes a minute 
for the smile to come on their fac-
es when they realize this is all for 
them. We walk up the back stage 
stairs and line up behind the cur-
tain. 
 It’s Showtime! From this point 
on, the show is no longer in our 
hands. It totally belongs to the kids! 
We’ve given them the tools of per-
forming and now their instruments 
and voices take over. Suddenly the 
stage comes alive: young eager mu-
sicians all working together with an 
excitement that is hard to hold in 
check. 
 As I continue to listen from 
back behind the curtain I am once 
again in awe of these young mu-
sicians and this show that Frank 
Solivan and his assistants have 
been putting together for so many 
years. I stand hear and listen with-
out seeing, the voices and music, 
the very hearts of these kids that 
these sounds come from. When 
Cara DiGiovanni-15-fiddle sings 
‘Can’t Stand the Rain’ with that 
raw gritty rich voice that belies her 
young age you ask yourself “Where 
did this come from?” Cara comes 
from Nashville and takes part in 
the KOB show at the I.B.M.A. I 
listened to Jesse Personini-15-gui-
tar-mandolin-banjo and remember 

working with him at the Hobbs 
Grove Festival about 7 or 8 years 
ago, his desire to play so intense 
already then! Jesse has grown into 
a wonderful musician and this year 
will be joining Amaya Dempsey 
and John Gooding-12-guitar, Ja-
cob Gooding-14-bass, Josh Good-
ing-Mandolin and Helen Foley-16-
bass as our representatives of the 
Kids on Bluegrass to perform at the 
I.B.M.A in the Youth all Stars Kids 
on Bluegrass show under the direc-
tion of Kim Fox.
 What a show all of these kids 
put on two 
days in a row 
on our main 
stage! I asked a 
little girl what 
she thought 
about per-
forming on 
the big stage. 
Jasmine Ruck-
rich-6-fiddle 
said, “I like 
it and I think 
it makes the 
people hap-
py to hear us 
play.” I was 
sitting at my 
trailer taking a 
break on Fri-
day just before 
the first per-
formance. The 

kids were just coming back from 
lunch and had their KOB tee shirts 
on. Jake washburn-6-fiddle came 
walking by me and said, with a big 
grin on his face, “It’s time to get the 
sand out of my shoes and the fiddle 
out of my case!” I started chuckling 
and said “What did you say”? Af-
ter repeating it he said, “This is the 
greatest day ever because I get to 
wear this shirt and play on stage!”
 Yes Jake, it was a great day! 
 This year Frank Solivan was 
awarded Honorary Lifetime Mem-
bership by the California Bluegrass 

Association for his work in creating 
and building the Kids on Bluegrass 
program that has been running for 
over 25 years. During that time, 
hundreds and hundreds of kids 

have come through this program 
and we are extremely proud of 
Frank and all the kids that have tak-
en part in this program throughout 
the years. Thank you, Frank.

Top: The 2014 Kids On Bluegrass and the wonderful volunteers. Right: Jake Washburn on fiddle. 
Above: fiddle players rock the bluegrass tunes.                                                              All KOB photos: Hal Finley
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Montie Elston  
 Hello, I am Montie Elston and 
I am running for re-election to the 
Board of Directors of the California 
Bluegrass Association.  
 For me, bluegrass music speaks 
of life, living, and the heart.  I be-
lieve it is not only part of our heri-
tage, but is also part of what we are 
today.  It is good for the individual, 
the family, the musician, the listen-
er, the heart.  We need to do our best 
to preserve and promote it while we 
also enjoy it.

 I’ve said it before and I say 
it now: we need people to get in-
volved and stay involved.  The CBA 
needs you, your ideas, your time, 
your involvement. The many events 
that take place do not spontaneous-
ly happen.  It is people, volunteer 
type people that make them hap-
pen.  People like you. Volunteer. 
This is the heart of an organization 
like the CBA.  Almost very job that 
needs done, has to be done by a vol-
unteer.  
 Talk to the directors; let them 
know what you are thinking.  Direc-
tors can not read minds, but they do 
listen to what members tell them.  
Each director is your representative; 
let them know what you want. Make 
suggestions (but know that we are 

time, was the development of the 
CBA Youth Academy, a music camp 
for kids.  This idea was authored by 
Darby Brandli who put an enor-
mous amount of time implement-
ing it.  This was the second year, and 
already we are having to expand the 
program.  What a great addition 
for our youth.  And of course…
how about those Kids on Bluegrass 
presented to you by our own Frank 
Solivan.  Like I’ve said before, this 
just solidifies the belief that volun-
teering works.  
 This next Father’s Day Festival 
will be our 40th anniversary.  Plans 
are in the works for a grand cele-
bration.  Lots of fresh ideas for en-
tertainment and amenities.  Please 
don’t miss it!  We want to make it 
one to remember.  And, If elected, I 
promise to work hard for that end.
 Thank you for your support, 
 Tim Edes

end long jam session in Bakersfield, 
house concerts as well as full fledged 
concerts,  an Old Time campout,  
and many jams, just to name a few.  
It has been so satisfying to watch all 
this unfold.  Just as an example, in the 
first “A Night at the Grange” con-
cert in 2003, which I was extremely 
nervous as a neophyte promoter, we 
were happy just to have 2/3 of the 
Grange filled.  Now, for the past sev-
eral years, the concerts are sold out, 
and many times we have had to turn 
people away!  Bluegrass is growing….
 I saved that paragraph from last 
year because I believe it accurately 
describes our organization and the 
progress we have experienced.  As I 
have said over and over again, I am 
just amazed at the dedication and 
commitment our members display 

in order to keep this organization 
afloat and moving.  Volunteers…
that’s what makes the CBA great.
 Well what a year it has been, 
starting from last year’s fall cam-
pout at a new location in Lodi, to 
the Great 48, a new concert series 
in Modesto, A Night at the Grange 
in Morgan Hill, the Spring Cam-
pout in Turlock, house concerts, Fa-
ther’s Day Fest in Grass Valley, and 
coming up in September the annu-
al trek to IBMA, and then finally 
rounding off with the fall campout.  
Whew…..I’m wore out just think-
ing about it!  The incredible part, 
is that all these activities are driven 
by volunteers; you….the members.  
Go ahead, give yourself a big round 
of applause.  You deserve it!  And…
THANK YOU!
 I really do not like to talk about 
campaign promises, or past achieve-
ments.  However, I will tell you that 
at the Father’s Day Festival in Grass 
Valley this year, we implemented a 
reserved seating area for our Hon-
orary Lifetime Members, and Bill 
and Faye Downs award recipients, 
past and present.  I believe it was a 
success and was very pleased that 
we could honor these folks. An-
other addition, thanks to the brain-
storming of one of our members, 
was the volunteer breakfast break.  
A booth was set up by Ruth Brace 
and crew expanding on the idea 
first implemented last year by one 
of our members, offering pastries, 
fruit, juice, coffee, etc. to help the 
volunteers get a good start to their 
day, and to show a gesture of appre-
ciation.  It turned out to be very suc-
cessful.  In addition, probably one 
of the best achievements in a long 

David Brace
 At this time, I am announcing 
my candidacy for re-election to the 
CBA Board of Directors.  I have been 
elected to 2 terms and now ask for 
your vote to continue my service on 
the Board for a new term.  Each year 
that I am involved in this wonderful 
organization, makes me realize how 
much work there still needs to be 
done.  I want the opportunity to con-
tinue to work on CBA projects that 
have become the hallmarks of our 
great organization.  
 Time seems to fly when I’m hav-
ing so much fun working to promote 
CBA events.  I feel strongly about 
keeping our youth programs active by 
making accessibility available to all.  
I have been the Father’s Day Festival  
Director for three years now and ea-
gerly look forward to serving many 
more years. I also spearhead the set-
ups for the Spring and Fall Campouts 
and this year I was proud to bring 
CBA Bluegrass music to Modesto in 
the form of our Motown American 
Roots Concert in February.   This 
year, I am excited to be able to attend 
the IBMA Awards in Raliegh.  I will 
help our CBA team any way I can and 
am soooo looking forward to it.  
 Our family attended our first 
Father’s Day Festival/CBA event in 
2002.  We were very reluctant to drive 
to an event with 4 teenaged boys and 
lots of rain.  All it took was sitting in 
the pouring rain on a Thursday night, 
on borrowed chairs and wrapped up 
in “garbage bag raincoats” to fall in 
love with bluegrass music.  Of course, 
Rhonda Vincent singing with our 
Angelica made the fall that much 
sweeter!  We ended up having a great 
time and have not missed one festival 
in these last 12 years!  
 On a personal note, I own and 
operate my own company, called JCD 
Property Maintenance in Modesto.  
I have an exceptional team of 4 
hard-working young men who help 
me accomplish my business goals. I 
am also extremely lucky to have the 
best wife any man can ask for.  She is 
a team player, who encourages me to 
participate in all the Bluegrass activ-
ities that I can.  She has participated 
as a Festival volunteer as a Children’s 
Program Coordinator for several 
years, as my sidekick during campout 
times and Motown Concert time and 
most recently as the coordinator for 
the new Volunteer Hospitality Walk-
Away Breakfast Program this last 
festival.   I know it’s not always fun 
being a “Festival Widow”.  My service 
hours during festival are long and we 
are lucky to see each other early in the 
mornings and late at nights.  Some-
times our only treat is to grab an ice 
cream at the Lazy Dog between sets.  
She helps me accomplish my CBA 
goals and for that I truly acknowledge 
what an amazing woman she is.
 This past year Ruthie and I have 
become grandparents to three beau-
tiful children.  Son Grant and wife, 
Alex presented us with Grandson 
#1, Liam, in October.  Son Adam 
and wife, Cassidy presented us with 
our granddaughter, Haley, 6years 
old, in January and new Grandson 
#2, Brayden, in July.  Watching both 

Montie Elston.

Steve Goldfield.

older sons begin their life’s journeys 
is a dream come true for us.  Our 2 
younger sons, Michael and Bennet 
live at home and are hard workers.  
We encourage them to enjoy life and 
we are extremely proud of all our kids.  
Ruthie and I look forward to a day, 
soon, when OUR grandchildren can 
participate in one or more of the chil-
dren’s programs our CBA sponsors.  
I think that is one reason I work so 
hard to insure the programs’ success.  
 Now, I can’t promise to roll back 
Festival gate prices or give everyone a 
backstage pass, but I CAN continue 
to promise to listen to each of you and 
be YOUR voice on the Board of Di-
rectors.  I will continue to work hard 
to insure that EVERY festival-goer 
has the best possible experience.  And 
I will strive to validate every member’s 
concerns.  I have met so many peo-
ple over the years that I now call my 
friends.  We have a beautiful bluegrass 
extended family. And I want you all 
to know that CBA membership is im-
portant and valued.  I will help keep 
the integrity of our Board as strong as 
possible for as long as you allow me to 
serve.  
 Some of you may feel this slogan 
is old news, but it’s true today and will 
be for tomorrow.... because, Music re-
ally does bring us together and friend-
ships form our bonds.  Remember to 
take the time to reconnect with old 
faces, recharge with new friends and 
above all, RECOMMIT your dedica-
tion to your CBA.  Together, we real-
ly DO make the whole world sing!
 So please vote DAVID BRACE 
for CBA Board Member.

David Brace
Board member
Festival Director GV

Candidates for the CBA Board of Directors 2014/2015

David Brace.

going to ask you to help put that 
suggestion to work; see previous 
paragraph).
 Vote!  Vote for me, vote for 
someone else, but vote.  You are 
responsible for the success of the 
CBA.  However you vote or don’t 
vote, is how the CBA will be run.
 Help preserve our musical her-
itage, become a mentor.  Encour-
age someone to continue playing 
bluegrass or old-time music.  Help 
someone learn a new song.  Take a 
person new to this music and help 
them find places to play and people 
to play with.  Pass along the things 
you learned the hard way and make 
it easier for someone else.
 It is because of the wonderful 
people that I have met and the many 
more that I have only seen from a 
distance - you get to see a lot of folks 
at festivals that you never meet - 
that I am running for the board of 
directors.  I will work hard to serve 
your best interests and the interests 
of bluegrass music.  
 Thank you.

Tim Edes.

Tim Edes  
 Hello all. Again, I want to 
thank the membership for electing 
me to another term last October.  
It is a pleasure to serve you and an 
honor to represent the California 
Bluegrass Association
 The past several years have seen 
many changes in the California Blue-
grass Association.  We have grown 
from a very small organization with 
a small festival, to a very sizeable or-
ganization, a very large festival, two 
very well attended campouts, a week-

VOTE

VOTE

VOTE
Steve Goldfield 

 I’m in my third year as a board 
member and as CBA’s Old-Time 
Music Coordinator. I see my job as 
bridging the cultural gaps between 
lovers of bluegrass and lovers of old-
time music (many of us love both) 
and helping to create an environ-
ment in which both groups have a 
great time. We have made consider-
able headway on making the CBA 
Father’s Day Festival welcoming for 
old-time enthusiasts, and they are 
attending in increasing numbers, 
camping, and jamming. We have 
been hiring great old-time bands to 
play at the festival. This year, we had 
two very energetic and well-attend-
ed square dances. In August, we will 
hold the third Golden Old-Time 
Campout at Lake Sonoma.
 The CBA’s Board of Direc-
tors has been very supportive of 
my work, and I want to build on it 
and extend it as far as it can go. In 
2015, I will be helping to organize 
our 40th Father’s Day Festival and 
working to improve the campout. I 
also want to work on bring younger 
generations into leadership. I be-
lieve that everyone in CBA needs 
to be developing younger people to 
replace us as we get older. I will be 
looking for some younger old-time 
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Dave Gooding
 Hello my name is Dave Good-
ing and I would like your support in 
the upcoming Board of Directors 
election.  I have been a board mem-
ber for two years now, and I am 
seeking re-election. I’m a musician 
and a band manager and I’ve been 

listening to Bluegrass since I was a 
little guy.  I have regularly attended 
The IBMA annual convention since 
2004 and attend and play at festivals 
around the country.  Throughout all 
my travels in the Bluegrass world, 
it’s been an honor to be a member 
of the California Bluegrass Associa-
tion, the largest and finest Bluegrass 
organization in the world. 
 I have been a member of the 
California Bluegrass Association for 
about twenty years.  For the first 16 
years, I would come to the festivals 
and enjoy all the benefits of CBA 
membership.  My wife Theresa and I 
attended our first FDF the first year 
we were married.  We have been for-
tunate to raise our three sons in this 
wonderful Bluegrass community.  
We are so grateful for this experi-
ence, that a few years back, I decid-
ed it was time for me to give back to 
such a great organization.
 I was the Vern’s Stage Coordi-
nator  for a year and the next year I 
ran for and was elected to the Board 
of Directors.  Starting last year, I 
have been appointed to chair the 
Talent Advisory Group, tasked with 
making recommendations to the 
Board for the bands hired to play 
at the annual Father’s Day Festival, 
in Grass Valley.  I am also involved 

Candidates for the CBA Board of Directors 2014/2015

Mark Hogan.

Continued on Page A-10

in The Great 48 hour Jam each Jan-
uary, in Bakersfield.  I help arrange 
events and assist Larry Phegley our 
Great 48 Coordinator in making 
this one of the premier wintertime 
Bluegrass events.  I also had the hon-
or to represent The CBA in 2012, 
presenting a memorial plaque to the 
Tucker family at the Huck Finn Ju-
bilee recognizing Don Tucker at his 
passing.
 I believe we, as an organization, 
need to look at the future of Blue-
grass music, Bluegrass festivals and 
modern technology, while firmly 
keeping a foot in the traditions of 
the past.  I believe in fiscal responsi-
bility as an organization and I think 
that is paramount to  perpetuating 
the CBA for many generations to 
come.  I think the keys to this are 
to find creative ways to keep and 
increase our membership roles.  
Retention of our current members 
should be included. 
  Another key to the future is 
to continue our commitment to the 
young people of our community.  It 
seem so cliché to say “the kids are the 
future of Bluegrass”  but just look 
at some of the great musicians that 
devolved their talents as we had the 
pleasure to watch them grow.  Yes, 
I have a few horses in this race, but 
my wife and I have seen the benefits 
that this great music and nurturing 
family have bestowed on our family.  
There aren’t too many places where 
a family can experience such a safe 
and loving community  For this we 
thank each and every one of you.  
 I hope you will consider me 
when you choose the people to rep-
resent you on the 2014/15 CBA 
Board of Directors.  
 Thank you.  

Dave Gooding.

folks to work with me and gradually 
take leadership. The CBA has been 
gradually shrinking in membership, 
and I look to younger members to 
help us to reverse that trend. We 
want you not only as volunteers. We 
want you to learn our jobs and even-
tually take them over.
 The board has some large is-
sues to deal with in coming months, 
and, with your support, I want to 
help find creative solutions to them 
which will make the CBA healthier 
and stronger.

national Bluegrass Music Associa-
tion trade show in Raleigh, North 
Carolina, where I can keep up on 
the latest developments in bluegrass 
East of the Mississippi.
 This won’t stop me from con-
tinuing my role as director of the 
Sonoma County Bluegrass and Folk 
Festival and the Cloverdale Fiddle 
Festival.  I’d be remiss if I didn’t 
mention the role my wife plays in 
helping me with my work as a CBA 
board member.  She serves as CBA 
Board Secretary and has supplied 
me with the kind of support and an 
infusion of energy that comes with 
two people working toward the 
same goal.  I’d love to serve again in 
2015.
 Thank you, Mark Hogan.

Jack Hyland
 As you know being part of 
the CBA is a big part of my life, 
some of the very best of life! 
Many of you know that being 
on the board of directors can 
be hard at times, and although 
we are a group of people you 
elect, I hope you know I would 
love your help, ideas, and in-
put on how your organization 
should be managed.  I am al-
ways hoping for members to 
attend board meeting and con-
tribute their views!
 Children are the answer 
to the CBA’s future!   Frank 
Solivan and our Kids on Blue-
grass have been a joy in my life!  
Darby has got our kids music 
camp soaring and has given us 
a great way for the kids at Grass 
Valley to learn and be a part of 
bluegrass! Kathleen Rushing 
has made our festival a blast for 
our kids and grandkids!!
 The CBA mission to pro-
mote Bluegrass, Old Time and 
Gospel music, is being well 
served by many of my friends 
and I have been really proud 
of the job Steve Goldfield and 
Mark Hogan have done bring-
ing The Old Time music to our 
festivals!  I know Carl Pagter is 
very happy about all the great 
music!
 Our volunteer hospitali-
ty continental breakfast made 
me proud of how the CBA and 

Jack Hyland.

Jim Ingram
 Another election year has almost 
passed us by and here I am writing an-
other candidates statement. It is hard 
to say why I or anyone else would take 
such pleasure in serving on the board 
of directors. For me a lot of it has to 
do with my belief that the CBA is a 
worthy organization. The time I put 
in to it is truly rewarding.  Another 
reason that I am running once more 
is so that I can continue my associa-
tion with some of the wonderful peo-
ple that serve on the board. Not that I 
can’t continue that association if I am 
not on the board, but I enjoy the way 
we work together, even when we are 
not in agreement.

Jim Ingram.

Ruth Brace made our volun-
teers feel so appreciated!!   So If 
I say I got hooked on bluegrass 
just because I love fast!   Or I 
love the girls playing and sing-
ing while I am grinning!  Or I 
love the banjo!   It really start-
ed with the wonderful people 
who are the California Blue-
grass Association, and how 
they made me and my family 
feel so truly cared about that 
Grass Valley became our real 
family reunion!
 Please contact the board 
members with your ideas and 
take part in the process of 
making your CBA, really your 
CBA!  Contact info is in the 
Breakdown!  Board meetings 
are open to all, see ya there!  

Maria Nadauld
 
 My name is Maria Nadauld 
and I’m running for the California 
Bluegrass Association Board of Di-
rectors. First things first.  A lot of 
people get nervous trying to pro-
nounce my name. It’s not that hard, 
I promise. It’s muh-REE-uh. Oh, 
not that one? Gotcha. Try NAY-
dahld. But really, I answer to just 
about anything, especially when it 
has the word “bluegrass” in it. Like, 
“Hey, bluegrass fan!” Or, “There’s 
the bluegrass booking agent lady!” 
I love bluegrass music and am excit-
ed for the opportunity to help the 
California Bluegrass Association 
continue to grow and bring the mu-
sic we adore to people all over the 
state.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 As an event organizer, I have 
a strong history in producing suc-
cessful music programs. I founded 
and   then spent 12 years – all as a 
volunteer - chairing the largest fid-
dle contest on the West Coast. The 
Western Open attracted hundreds 
of contestants from all over the 
country and Canada and always ran 
a balanced budget. I have also vol-
unteered at dozens of contests and 
festivals of all sizes and am aware of 
the thousands of hours and dollars 
it takes to create the CBA’s Father’s 
Day Festival - one of the best of the 
best.  I also believe that those kinds 
of events are what keep an organi-
zation vital. As a member of the 
Board of Directors, I would em-
brace the mammoth task of main-
taining the well-deserved, sterling 
reputation of the FDF. It is the 
crown jewel of the CBA and I want 
to make sure it remains as such.

Steve Goldfield
continued from previous page

VOTE

VOTE
Mark Hogan
 
 Time really flies.  It seems 
that it wasn’t that long ago that I 
was writing again for your support 
for another term on the Califor-
nia Bluegrass Association Board of 
Directors. I’m really stoked about 
2015.  There is a lot to do and a lot  
I want to accomplish.  I hope you 
will agree and return me for another 
term.
 My focus in the upcoming year 
will be to help put together the best 
possible presentation for our 40th 
anniversary Father’s Day Festival.  It  
will include some of the finest blue-
grass  and old time performances we 
can bring to you, including many of 
the fine musicians that helped get 
the CBA Father’s Day Festival off 
the ground. My other focus will be 
to work on the CBA audio archive 
project and begin work on assem-
bling other CBA archival materials 
in order to allow future generations 
the opportunity to understand what 
bluegrass music was in Northern 
California in the late 20th century 
to the present. I feel I can have the 
greatest impact on these issues as a 
board member.  I will again with my 
wife Colleen be attending the Inter-

VOTE
VOTE

 The things we work on as a 
board are not static. As we review the 
year at our meetings we will discuss 
almost everything that we have im-
plemented over the last few years. We 
will modify or in some cases toss out 
some things. I would like to continue 
to be part of that process.
 Please consider voting for me for 
the CBA Board of Directors. - Jim In-
gram

VOTE

Maria Nadauld.
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Please select 11 candi-
dates and vote for them 
on the CBA Board of Di-
rectors Election ballot in-
serted into this Bluegrass 
Breakdown. You may also 
vote at CBA events and at 
the CBA Fall Campout. It 
is there the election will be 
held in October.

Candidates for the CBA Board of Directors 2014/2015

 As a bluegrass and Americana 
booking agent, I have worked with 
local, regional, and international 
touring bands.  I have strong rela-
tionships with musicians and pro-
moters all over the country which 
will help cement the CBA and its 
FDF as the premier organization 
and festival in America. I also look 
forward to using the organization 
and its collective knowledge to help 
fledgling bands get their start in 
bluegrass music.
 Most importantly, I’m an ad-
vocate for kids in traditional music. 
As a parent, I drove my daughter 
Megan from fiddle contest to fiddle 
contest and festival to festival. I’ve 
seen the value of a strong music or-
ganization. Without the Old-Time 
Fiddlers Association and the sense 
of family and camaraderie it provid-
ed, I am convinced Megan would 
not be the successful professional 
musician she is today. I’ve seen the 
California Bluegrass Association do 
the same for multitudes of kids and 
those kids then turn around and 
pay it forward through teaching 
and performing at CBA events. A 
youth-positive organization is the 
lifeblood of preserving and per-
petuating this music we love and I 
pledge to support and expand the 
offerings for youth in the CBA.
 As a member of the CBA I’m 
so grateful for the friends and music 
I have enjoyed over the years and it 
is now time for me to give back to 
the organization that has helped me 
make all those wonderful memo-
ries. A youth-positive organization 
is the lifeblood of preserving and 
perpetuating this music we love.  If 
elected I pledge to support and ex-
pand the offerings for youth in the 
CBA.

Maria Nadauld
continued from previous page

VOTE
Larry Phegley  
 Greetings to my fellow CBA 
Members.  A few months ago Mark 
Varner, the editor of the Break-
down, asked me to write something 
about myself as I joined the Board 
of Directors.  I guess I didn’t under-
stand the context of that request 
and wrote something like a candi-

Larry Phegley.

VOTE
Geoff Sargent 
 Dear CBA Members, my name 
is Geoff Sargent and I am running 
for a fourth term on the California 
Bluegrass Association Board of Di-
rectors. 
 I am currently serving as the 
Music Camp Liaison, the Assistant 
to the Chair, and on the Executive 
Committee; all of these positions 
are rewarding but require work and 
attention.
 We had another great Music 

Camp this summer at Grass Valley. 
The camp was full and one of the 
biggest challenges this summer was 
dealing with the uncommonly hot 
temperatures. We are constantly 
tweaking the camp to accommo-
date the fairgrounds, dealing with 
the festival setup, and now it looks 
like we need to accommodate the 
weather as well! But next year we 
will implement some fixes to im-
prove some of those issues.
 Music Camp Liaison is a big 
job. Thankfully our Camp Direc-
tors, Peter Langston and Janet Peter-
son, are among the best in the world, 
which means my responsibilities are 
to represent the Camp to the Board 
of Directors and my extra project 
is try and market the Camp to the 
rest of the world. Historically about 
95% of the students that attend our 
Music Camp are from California 
and I would like to open that up and 
make other states in the USA more 
aware of our excellent program and 
try to market the Camp outside the 
USA to European and Pacific Rim 
nations. This year I am attending the 
IBMA for the first time and will be 
marketing our 2015 Music Camp at 
every opportunity.
 The Executive Committee ex-
periment seems to also be working 
out well. This is the first year for the 
Committee and the idea was for 
the Executive Committee to deal 
with some of the minor issues that 
arise between board meetings so the 
board can spend more of its time on 
the important problems. The Com-
mittee members are our Chairman 
Tim Edes, our Treasurer Montie El-
ston, our President Darby Brandli, 
and me. Each month we typically 
deal with 6-12 issues and report to 
the Board at our monthly meet-
ings. I believe creating the Executive 
Committee was a small but import-
ant step for the CBA. The business 
of running the CBA is almost cer-
tainly going to get more complex in 
the future and since the CBA is run 
almost entirely by volunteers with 
outside responsibilities, we need to 
do what we can to help the CBA 
run more efficiently. This is particu-
larly important if we want to recruit 
younger Board members that have 
to juggle demanding careers with 
volunteering in CBA leadership.
 I continue to be amazed at the 
amount of work and dedication 
each CBA member contributes to 
the CBA whether it is working on 

Geoff Sargent.

this event a success. As a board 
member I will work hard to serve 
the interests of our entire bluegrass 
family, including those with special 
needs by reaching out to and pro-
viding the support they need while 
attending the Father’s Day Blue-
grass Festival. 
 The California Bluegrass As-
sociation has given so much to me 
over the years and I feel it is time 
to give back as a member of the 
board. I believe it is important that 
a CBA board member live in the 
area where the CBA produces their 
largest events every year – the Fa-
ther’s Day Bluegrass Festival, Mu-
sic Camp and Youth Academy. As 
a board member I hope to expand 
awareness of these annual events 
to the local community and bring 
more community involvement. I 
also hope to increase awareness of 
what the Father’s Day Bluegrass 
Festival brings to Nevada County 
– attention, business and awareness 
to what the festival has to offer. 
 Bluegrass music is my passion 
and it is my hope to share that pas-
sion by being a board member of 
the California Bluegrass Associa-
tion. A VOTE FOR KIM BRIAN 
SMITH is a vote for bluegrass mu-
sic and I would be honored to have 
your vote. 
 See you at the next festival!

Kim Brian 
Smith 
 Hello, my name is Kim Brian 
Smith and I am running for the 
Board of Directors of The Cali-
fornia Bluegrass Association. As a 
California native, born and raised 
in Marin County, I picked up my 
first guitar at the age of seven and 
have been playing ever since. In 
1974 I moved to Montana where 
my love of bluegrass music was 
born. I jammed with local groups 
and picked with friends as often 
as I could. In 2005, I moved back 
to California to the small coastal 
town of Olema, where I continued 
to be involved in the music scene. 
 Then, in 2009 I moved to 
Nevada County where I quickly 
became active in the local blue-
grass and old time music scene by 
supporting musical events, picking 
at organized jam sessions, and play-
ing with friends and visiting mu-
sicians. And, in 2009 I discovered 
the Father’s Day Bluegrass Festival 
and the California Bluegrass As-
sociation! I have been a member 
ever since and have volunteered as 
an electrician to set up and break 
down the festival for these past 
many years. While volunteering I 
met many people and made many 
friends. I am impressed with the 
warmth of the California Bluegrass 
Association family and their dedi-
cation to the success of the festival. 
I am proud to be a member of the 
CBA and to be a part of bringing 
this event to Nevada County each 
year as we do our part to support 
our country’s musical cultural her-
itage – bluegrass music. 
 While at Father’s Day Blue-
grass Festival, I have also had the 
opportunity to play in music jams 
at the camps where I had the plea-
sure of getting to know many CBA 
members and long time festival 
attendees. I very much enjoy meet-
ing members and festival attendees 
and feel that as a board member it 
is important to talk with and get to 
know the people who come to the 
event. I believe that it is the camara-
derie you feel in these jam sessions 
and the feeling of being part of 
bluegrass music family that makes 

date statement.  I should have writ-
ten something to introduce myself 
to those of you who don’t know me.  
So I guess I should do that now. 
 I grew up in Kansas City.  I 
like to say that both my parents 
grew up on the north edge of the 
Ozark Plateau.  My Father’s old-
er siblings had gone to singing 
school in the 1920’s.   When they 
would have family reunions they 
would sing gospel quartet music.  
My Dad used to play “Mountain 
Music” with some guys from Ar-
kansas he worked with until I came 
along.  Being a typical offspring I 
ignored it until I got much older.  
My Grandma used to go to “Sing-
ings” in little country churches.  
The family would practice some 
quartet song to perform.  Each 
family would do the same and the 
whole group would do some music.  
When I got a little older Dad had 
me singing Baritone in a quartet.  
A daughter of one in the commu-
nity came back from California 
and wanted to record some of us 
natives singing this music.  So Dad 
made me join in and help out.  
 The Navy brought me out to 
California and I ended up staying 
to earn my fortune.  I bought a 
guitar while serving aboard a ship 
homeported in San Diego but put 
it away when I transferred.  As my 
first born was getting ready to leave 
home I had an opportunity to take 
some free guitar lessons from a play-
er in a bluegrass band and learned 
the boom-chuck rhythm.  I learned 
of a slow jam and joined that for a 
short period.  Eventually I joined 
the jam in Morgan Hill and got 
completely hooked.  I believe it 
helped me endure the changes I was 
going through with my son leaving 
home and other problems that same 
year.  
 So I support jams in my area.  
I have been pushing to introduce 
young people in my area to blue-
grass.  It’s been challenging but I am 
continuing to look for opportuni-
ties to do that such as jamming at a 
popular local playground over the 
lunch period.  Being the member-
ship management Vice President 
has consumed a lot of my time and 
the Great 48 has pushed me far out 
of my comfort zone.  I could use 
help with the Great 48 obtaining 
sponsorships.  Please come and help 
me!
 I hope you will support return-
ing me to the Board again.

the Board of Directors, Member-
ship VP, Treasurer, Festival Direc-
tor, or Festival and Music Camp 
volunteers….these are all unpaid 
volunteers and our organization is 
strong and vibrant because of the 
Board and our large network of 
CBA members and volunteers. The 
health of the CBA rests with our 
membership and I will continue to 
help actively recruit new members 
and remind lapsed members to re-
new. 
 I am looking forward to the 
prospect of remaining on the CBA 
team, working on these and other 
goals, and helping solve future issues 
that will impact the CBA.
 Thanks for your consideration 
and I hope you will give me your 
support and vote.

VOTE

Kim Brian Smith.
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CBA’s 2014 IBMA Fundraiser Drawing

5th String Music Store
3184 N Street
Sacramento, CA

The Eagle II banjo is a whole new breed 
of banjo. It features the ground breaking, 
patent pending Twenty-Ten Tone Ring 
which is a completely original Deering 
design that is unlike any other tradition-
al tone ring. It produces a high quality 
sound that is versatile for many styles of 
playing. While the sound is uniquely Ea-
gle, it represents a refinement in the qual-
ity of banjo tone, something that allows 
the player to soar to new heights. It is per-
fect for the player who wants a profession-
al quality banjo that he can use for playing 
many styles of music. Played by Winston 
Marshall of Mumford & Sons.
Value: $2549.00

CREMONA SB-3 PREMIER DELUXE 
STUDENT OUTFIT - BASS 3/4

This is America’s best value in a Flamed Maple 
bass. With its beautiful violin-shaped body and 
quality fittings such as the ebony fingerboard... 
You will surely be noticed wherever you and 
your bass might go. Value: $1,700.00

The DRS1GT is a new model as of January 2014. Built on traditional 
styling and legendary Martin tone. Solid sapele back and sides. Solid 
spruce top.  Solid nato neck.  Gloss finish top. Satin finish sides and 
back. Value $1299.

Hand carved and graduated top and back. Premium solid Spruce 
top and well flamed solid Maple back and sides. Lovely trans-
parent varnish in a light orange shade. Lightweight oblong foam 
case with plush interior and matching blanket. Quality carbon 
fiber bow with genuine horsehair. Retail value is $595.00.

Flinthill Mandolin F Style sunburst hand-carved solid spruce 
top with maple back and sides. Traditional nitro-cellulose 
sunburst finish Maple neck with adjustable truss rod. Bound 
rosewood fretboard with dot inlays and scooped extension 
over body. With a Deluxe Hardshell Case. Value:  $808.00

Please send me the following tickets for the CBA Fundraiser drawings.

No. of
Tickets No. of  

Purchased Tickets

1 Ticket $5.00
6 Tickets $25.00
14 Tickets $50.00
21 Tickets $75.00
30 Tickets $100.00

Please Print:
Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip Code:

Phone: Email:

CBA Instrument Drawing Ticket Order Form

Instrument

Send your donation, payable to the California Bluegrass Association (CBA) along with a
 self-addressed, stamped envelope to:

When purchasing multiple tickets, please indicate how many tickets you 
want for each instrument.

Drawing to be held durng the CBA Fall Campout, October 20, 2012. 
Need not be present to win

Martin Custom HD-28V Guitar
Deering Eagle II Banjo
Collings MT2 A-Model Mandolin
Cremona SV-1240 Violin Outfit
Cremona SV-3 Upright Bass
GoldTone PBS Resonator Guitar

Tickets, P.O. Box 1070, Boron, CA 93596
October 18, 2014

SV-600
Flinthill FHM 75 F mandolin

Martin DRS1GT Guitar

CREMONA SV600 PREMIER VIOLIN

DEERING EAGLE II BANJO

FLINTHILL  FHM 75 “F” STYLE BLUEGRASS MANDOLIN

MARTIN DRS1GT 
GUITAR

Send your donation by September 30, payable to the California Bluegrass Association 
(CBA) along with  self addressed, stamped envelope to:
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CBA Father’s Day Festival full hook-up (FHU) lottery for 2015
ervation must tender their FHU 
fee of $230 plus purchase or pos-
session of (comp eligible) at least 
one 4-day festival pass to CBA by 
the date given in the notification 
of lottery results.
 The remaining lottery en-
trants will be placed, in order, on a 
waiting list for notification when-
ever a reservation opens up. Any-
one who might want to reserve a 
FHU space next June is strongly 
encouraged to read through the 
CBA’s FHU lottery policy:

FATHER’S DAY FESTIVAL 
FULL HOOK-UP (FHU) RES-
ERVATION POLICY

1. Reservation Lottery System:    
Reservations for FHU sites at 
Father’s Day Festival (FDF) will 
be determined strictly by lot-
tery.    Lottery placement will 
govern assignment of specific 
reservable FHU sites (where re-
quested by reservation holders).

2. Determining Reservable FHU 
Sites:    By the December board 
meeting of the year preced-
ing FDF, the Festival Director 

By Craig Wilson
 Obtaining FHU reservations 
for our annual Grass Valley gala 
has long posed a challenge. With 
only some 38 such spaces (ap-
proximate) available, and with a 
first-come/first-served system de-
termining who gets reservations, 
anyone who failed to call on the 
very day reservations opened – 
some seven months prior to the 
festival – stood little chance of re-
serving a FHU site. Starting with 
the 2008 festival the CBA’s board 
moved to improve the FHU res-
ervation system. It adopted the 
below-outlined policy to insure 
fairness and convenience in award-
ing FHU reservations to future 
festival attendees.
 In brief, this policy requires 
every member wanting to reserve 
a FHU space to first enter a quali-
fying lottery. To so enter, one need 
only mail his/her name, address, 
phone no. and CBA member 
number or submit that informa-
tion via e-mail to the FHU Lottery 
Coordinator by January 15, 2015 
– no multiple entries permitted. 
Those who place sufficiently high 
in the lottery to qualify for a res-

will submit to CBA’s board 
the number of FHU sites to be 
made available through lottery, 
along with a list of FHU sites 
to be preemptively reserved for 
entertainers and for specific fes-
tival personnel.

3. Exemptions from Lottery:   
(a) Every lifetime CBA member 

will be exempt from the lottery 
process, and entitled to one 
FHU reservation, so long as s/
he (1) requests a reservation 
before December 15th of the 
year preceding FDF, and (2) 
complies with deadline for pay-
ment of FHU fees. (Note: some 
electrical hook-ups are available 
in the handicapped camping 
sections with some closer to the 
stage area.)

(b) Any CBA member with disabil-
ity requiring FHU amenities 
will be exempt from the lottery 
process, and is entitled to one 
FHU reservation, so long as s/
he (1) provides his/her DMV 
placard no. and requests a res-
ervation before December 15th 
of  the year preceding FDF, and 
(2) complies with deadline for 

payment of FHU fees.
(c) The board may authorize ad-

ditional exemptions for good 
cause at any duly noticed board 
meeting prior to January 1 of 
each year.

4. Lottery Eligibility:    Every CBA 
member in good standing who 
intends to buy a 4-day FDF 
ticket (or who is the holder of 
a 4-day volunteer comp FDF 
ticket), and who will not have a 
reservation through exemption, 
is eligible to enter the FHU 
reservation lottery.   Each CBA 
membership number is restrict-
ed to just one lottery entry.   No 
lottery entry may be transferred.

 
5. Reservations Non-Transferable:    

No FHU reservation may be 
transferred, whether obtained 
through exemption or through 
lottery.   If a reservation holder 
is compelled to cancel his/her 
reservation, CBA will refund 
the amount paid consistent 
with existing refund policy, and 
will offer that reservation to 
the next person in order on the 
FHU waiting list.

6. Lottery Procedure:
(a) Each participating CBA mem-

ber will mail (or e-mail) his/
her entry, without payment of 
any fee, to the FHU Lottery 
Coordinator, beginning No-
vember 1 of the year preced-
ing FDF.   Each entry must list 
entrant’s name, address, phone 
no., and CBA no.  Applications 
by e-mail must be directed to: 
cbahookups08@gmail.com to 
insure processing. Should appli-
cations be directed to any other 
private e-mail address, includ-
ing the FHU Lottery coordina-
tor’s, there is no guarantee they 
can or will be entered into the 
lottery process.  Entries may be 
in any legible format which in-
cludes all requisite information.  
If confirmation of entry receipt 
is desired, SASE must accom-
pany mail entry; all e-mail en-
tries will be confirmed by reply 
e-mail.

(b) Entries will close January 15th 
– entries postmarked after Jan-
uary 15th will be added to the 
bottom of the waiting list, in 
order of postmark dates. 

(c) The FHU Lottery Coordinator 
will confirm eligibility of all 
entries received.  S/he will then 
assign sequential numbers (be-
ginning with 1) to each valid 
entrant, and prepare confiden-
tial listing of this data.   

(d) Within three days following 
close of entries, the FHU Lot-
tery Coordinator will telephone 
or e-mail CBA Chair, Director 
of Operations, and Festival Di-
rector to convey the number of 
valid entries received.  These 
three will thereupon select (by 
majority decision) a procedure 
for prioritizing each entrant’s 
number by a wholly random 
method.

(e) The selected procedure will be 

completed in the presence of 
at least two disinterested board 
members or officers not later 
than January 25.  When com-
pleted, the FHU Lottery Coor-
dinator will then match results 
with entrant’s names, to com-
pile a prioritized list for dissem-
ination to concerned staff.  

(f ) The FHU Lottery Coordinator 
will convey the prioritized list 
not later than January 30th to 
Festival Director, and E-Com-
merce and Advance Ticket Co-
ordinators.    Each coordinator 
will retain this list through June 
of the following year.

(g) The FHU Lottery Coordinator 
will then notify all entrants of 
their placement in the lottery, 
that is, numerical position on 
either the reservation holders 
list, or the waiting list.   

(h) Notification of lottery results 
will be made by post card to ev-
ery entrant, unless s/he requests 
otherwise.   Notification to 
“winners” will include BOLD-
FACE UPPER-CASE advisory 
of deadlines for (a) payment of 
FHU fees, and (b) for purchase 
of at least one 4-day festival 
ticket, together with advisory 
that failure to meet either dead-
line will cause reservation to be 
forfeited [with return of fees 
tendered, consistent with CBA’s 
refund policy].

(i) Deadline for payment of FHU 
fees will be set at least 10 busi-
ness days after notification.   
Deadline for reservation hold-
ers’ payment of 4-day FDF 
ticket fees will be set at least 
one month after the FHU-fees 
deadline at Early Bird ticket 
prices.

(j) Should any of the above-noted 
intermediate deadlines be ex-
tended in conducting the lot-
tery, subsequent deadlines (e.g. 
for payment of FHU fees and 
purchase of 4-day FDF tickets) 
will likewise be extended. 

(k) Any member desiring to appeal 
lottery results must so notify 
CBA’s board within 10 days of 
receipt of notification of such 
results.   The board will decide 
such appeal consistent with its 
written procedures, and within 
45 days, unless good cause ex-
ists for continuance.

7. Policy Revision:    This policy, 
adopted Sept. 2007, will be sub-
ject to board review after each 
festival, whereat the board will 
consider input from any inter-
ested CBA member.   Revision 
of this policy may be effected 
consistent with CBA’s by-laws.

 
Contact information:
Craig Wilson
FDF FHU Coordinator
11119 Academy Avenue,
Bakersfield, CA 93312
661-589-8249
cbahookups08@gmai l .
com

www.cbamusiccamp.org
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Banjo and
Mandolin Parts

PO Box 1388, Arroyo Grande, CA 93421
805.474.4876 • siminoff@siminoff.net 

Professional parts for luthiers worldwide since 1960

For more information visit
www.siminoff.net or write:

Atascadero, CA • 805.365.7111 • www.siminoff.net

A family-owned
business making

precison parts
for luthiers
worldwide

since 1960SiminoffMandos

Our custom-made F5, F4, A5, and H5 (mandola) kits are heralded 
as the best of class. All parts are precision crafted in our shop in 
California and are ready for assembly and sanding. Each kit in-
cludes a copy of The Ultimate Bluegrass Mandolin Construction 
Manual (200 pages) including a set of full-size computer-generated 
working drawings. Kits are available in several versions to suit vari-
ous levels of building expertise. 
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New Members
Chris and Alison Mazurkiewicz 
George and Weegi Ryan 
Susan Marie Reeves   
Rachel Dent   
Sara Watkins   
Razz Reynolds   
Bob Cox   
Charley Rowland   
Karen O’Neal   
Czarina Good   
  
Renewed Members
Louie and Jean Johnson 
Joe and Barbara Clement 
Arthur and Barbara Ebright
Larry Frakes and Bernedette Currie
Janis and Bernie Bishop
Robert Myers and Betty Sheley
Cindy and Bill Franklin 
Joe and Bobbi Miles
Eric and Brigette Wiens
Coral and Bruce Harper
Thomas and Catherine Winchell
Bruce and Chrisan Pilnick
Bobby and Christine Fields
Andy and Dani Anderson
Douglas and Debra Ross
Frank and Dorothy Pozega
Rex and Erma Conner
Larry Blaylock and Holly Stuart-Blaylock 
Edison Guthrey Jr and Joyce Guthrey
Peter and Judith Sager
Paul and Judy Predoehl
Bill and Mary Schneiderman
Frank and Mary Wilson
Mark Skubik and Natasha Dehn
John and Peggy Corzine
David Brace and Ruth Tompkins
John and Sandie Oakie
Darryl Raszl and Stoner Lichty
Rayburn McDonald and Teresa Ward
Kate Butler   
Grasslands   
Jesse Bregman   
Susan Walters   
Ellen C Anderson   
Becky Green   
Earl Pitman   
A. Dennis Axelsen   
Inez Lasso   
Noel De Bortoli   
Charles Tripp   
Kelvin Gregory   
Marsha McMullen   
Fred Flint   
Jeff Sullenger   
George Fredson   
David Bunn   
Bill Pramuk   
Sandy Provins   
Barbara Loy   
Warren Nokleberg   
Morgan Hannaford   
Brusseau Bonnie   
Steve Westall   
Ryan Richelson   
Don Horn   
Cameron Sellers

CBA thanks its supporters.

It’s all about our members!
List compiled by Larry Phegley, 

CBA Membership

Joe Weed & Highland Studios

We know acoustic music!
Recording, Editing
Mixing, Mastering

Bluegrass Masters

1(800)354-5580
JoeWeed.com



A-14 Bluegrass Breakdown September 2014

Kid Fest is a “festival within a festvial” at the Grass Valley event.  And it’s just one of the 
possiblities for your child. The CBA has a Youth Academy for muisical instruction and the 
Kids On Bluegrass program for youngsters who are ready to perfom on stage.  There’s also 
our CBA Music Camp, which welcomes children who have already been studying music.

 Kid Fest, a program held during the Father’s Day Festival, designed for kids from age 
2 - seniors, was a huge success this year!   In its 3rd year of operation at the festival, atten-
dance was at an all-time high!   Activities from play-doh to Tie Dye were offered Thursday 
through Saturday.  Participants also enjoyed an ongoing jam under the pines, lead by Katy 
Rexford and anchored by George Fedson and Mike Staninec.  
 Kid Fest is a family oriented “festival within a festival” and is one of the favorite activities 
our Volunteers like to sign up for.   Put it on the calendar for next year, bring your kids, grand-
kids and enjoy making a tie dye shirt, having your face painted, create a bottle cap necklace, a 
cabin in the pines with popsicle sticks, home-made guitar picks, a big glass of fresh squeezed 
lemonade, and many, many other very cool activities!  If you are interested in volunteering for 
next year, or want more information, please contact director of this program, Kathleen Rushing, 
Kafween@mac.com 

Remembering Kid Fest at 2014 
Father’s Day Bluegrass Festival

Do you have a child 
who would like to 
participate in the 
Kids on Bluegrass 

Program? 
 

 
 The Kids on Bluegrass program, 
under the direction of Frank Solivan, 
Sr., takes place at the CBA Fathers 
Day Bluegrass Festival in Grass Val-
ley, California and under the title of  
Kids on Bluegrass, at the CBA’s River 
City Festival and at Larry and Sondra Baker’s “Bluegrassin’ in the 
Foothills” festival in Plymouth, California.
 Frank Solivan, Sr. has been directing this program for approx-
imately 19 years and he and his kids consistently delight audiences 
with high quality and highly talented young people.
 This program is open to children ages 3 to 17. The children 
must be able to sing and/or play their instrument WITHOUT 
parents or guardians help. Songs MUST be completely memo-
rized (again without help). Children must have good enough un-
derstanding of their instrument to have good timing, know their 
chords and be able to change chords quickly, easily play 2 or three 
songs and the ability to play in a group.
 Rehearsal takes place many hours during the day for several 
days at each festival and culminates in a stage production on the 
main stage at each festival. Parents and children must be ready to 
commit to all of the rehearsals.
 To find out if your child is ready to participate in this wonder-
ful program, visit Frank Solivan, Sr. at his campsite at any one of 
these festivals.

Frank Solivan, Sr.

CBA Father’s Day 
Bluegrass Festival 2014

photos by Randy Shelton

Folks who work at the festival
Just a few of the....

Top: on the left is CBA Board Chairman Tim Edes. He handles the electric hookups at GV. 
Next to Tim is Larry Baker who manages vendors at the festival. Above: Matt Bohn is part of a 
small army of luthiers, selling and servicing instruments in the Pavilion. Below: the tireless Deb 
Livermore coordinates all volunteers and runs the popular Vern’s Wine and Beer Garden.
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CBA Father’s Day Bluegrass Festival 2014 photos by Randy Shelton

An audience can always expect plenty of fun at a Ron Spears performance, 
but as far as read-deal bluegrass goes, there is a great deal of excitment at 
having him and his band return to this long-time favorite event.

many well known bands including 
IIIrd Tyme Out & Marty Raybon to 
name a few.
 If you want tradition and a lots 
of bluegrass history you won’t want 
to miss Reno & Harrell, who instant-
ly bring to mind the 1960’s band 
fronted by bluegrass legends Don’s 
Reno & Bill Harrell. Returning to 
the Plymouth stage old friend Ron 
Spears and Within Tradition Re-
union. This should bring us full cir-
cle with old memories of Ron & the 
boys as they are back together for this 
one time reunion. Hang on!
 The well-know and hard driving 
tradition of The Larry Gillis Band 
with his west coast band including 
our own California sweetheart Miss 
Ella “Ward” Niemen.  Making a first 
time trip to Ca. Larry Efaw and the 
Bluegrass Mountaineers with more 
bluegrass tradition. Fresh off their 
Lake Havasu Bluegrass on the Beach 
performance and Southern Ca favor-
ite The Bladerunners with a smooth 
and fresh flavor including the banjo 
playing of Patrick Sauber.  Gotta have 
youth…..another southern Ca. band 
Next Generation with a family of 
great history as Zac Caplinger, son of 
Bluegrass Etc Dennis Calpinger heads 
a group of young and talented musi-
cians. A band to keep your eye on. 
The 2013 Plymouth emerging artist, 
The Grass Kickers. Sunday’s Emerg-
ing Artists performance will again 
bring some interesting entertainment 
with the Littlest Birds, Doc’s Holi-
day, Red, White & Bluegrass, and the 
popular Kids on Sage performance 
directed by the bluegrass KOS man 
himself Frank Solivan Sr.
 The Plymouth tradition will 
continue in the foothills where 
the jamming continues to reach 
new levels and is now talked about 

Friendship, laughter, 
fun & magical moments 
September 19-21, 2014, 
Amador County 
Fairgrounds
By Larry Baker
     The mystic of the Plymouth fair-
grounds offers something magical 
that isn’t found at too many other 
venues. Plymouth has something 
unique and offers just what fans and 
pickers look for…..at every turn a 
new jam that somehow grows on 
you and goes well into the late night 
and early morning hours, along with 
the warm late summer evenings. Tra-
dition in the foothills….where the 
jamming is always superb.
 You want a great weekend of 
memorable bluegrass then Plymouth 
will be the place for fun, laughter 
and great bluegrass music! It’s time 
to come help celebrate the 12th 
ANNUAL PLYMOUTH “BLURE-
GRASSIN’ IN THE FOOTHILLS”. 
The action gets underway Sept 19-
21, 2014 at the Amador County 
Fairgrounds in Plymouth with gates 
opening for early camping & jam-
ming on Monday Sept 15, 2014.
      If you’re a traditionalist or if you 
are a toe-tapper we’ve got it all. The 
2014 festival will again bring a vari-
ety of bands with a few who are mak-
ing their first California appearance, 
bringing some fantastic sounds that 
will get your attention. This year’s 
line-up brings freshness & originality 
along with tradition to the stage.
 Keeping with our traditional 
line-up which includes: A young and 
talented band from TN, Blue Moon 
Rising, The high energy and freshness 
of Adkins & Loudermilk. Edgar Lou-
dermilk has a rich tradition and an 
excellent resume having worked with 

This month! “Bluegrassin’ in the Foothills” at Plymouth
throughout the Bluegrass communi-
ty as the place where the jamming 
is happening! Fans have driven to 
Plymouth on Sat. just for a great 
night of jamming which generally 
goes well into the early morning of 
Sun. Go Figure! Camping is plenti-
ful with several electric outlets, hot 
showers, clean restrooms and a cozy 
audience area to enjoy this great ar-
ray of bands, art’s & craft with out-
standing food & beverage vendors, 
including adult beverages served up 
by the Amador County Fair Founda-
tion, great raffles and more.  Those 
intimate band workshops where 
you can get up close and personnel 
with band members.  And returning 
the instrument swap meet. BRING 
your instruments, cases, parts etc. 
for a Sat. ONLY, indoor INSTRU-
MENT SWAP MEET. Yes a free 
day to sell/trade and make bargain 
deals. You can sign up and get your 
free space at the information booth. 
Despite no fee you must sign in to 
participate.
 Who would have thought (not 
us) with this years Plymouth festi-
val we actually are hitting our 12h 
year? Be assured we are geared up 
and ready for a great time with lots 
of fun with our bluegrass family and 
friends, L&S Style! No reason to 
miss this one as we will be winding 
down the summer festival season. 
Plymouth will be rocking with more 
fun than ever! You better be ready 
for some fantastic memories.
 Plymouth is located in the beau-
tiful Sierra Nevada Wine & Gold 
Country along scenic Highway 49, 
just 36 mi east of Sacramento.  Here’s 
your chance to share great Plymouth 
memories with your bluegrass fami-
ly & friends, where laughter, cama-
raderie and bluegrass friendships are 

made. Plymouth has become a fan 
& family oriented festival with it’s 
intimate atmosphere, where everyone 
generally knows one another, creat-
ing a unique event unlike any other 
with its small hometown intimate au-
dience. Not to big, but just the right 
size to roam the grounds and find an 
abundance of outstanding jamming 
both day & night The old time fron-
tier buildings makes for great close-
ness among jammers where you can 
go from jam to jam within a short 
walk enjoying those warm late-sum-
mer nights. Plymouth has become 
one of those festivals that offer just 
about something for everyone. So 

get ready for some great fun and help 
keep the festival alive because with-
out your support this would not hap-
pen.
 For additional festival infor-
mation call Larry or Sondra Baker 
at (209) 785 4693 or e-mail: rod-
edog52@gmail.com and be sure to 
visit our website: www.landspromo-
tions.com for early bird tickets which 
ends Sept 1, 2013. Tickets will be 
available at the gate. Again this will 
be a festival you won’t want to miss as 
we bring you a fun-filled w/e. Thank 
you for your support and belief in 
L&S Promotions and hope to see you 
in Plymouth! LIFE IS GOOD!

Folks who work at the festival

Top: John Green of 5th String Sacramento is a sponsor of the Father’s Day Bluegrass Festival. Above: David Brace 
is the top dog, the Festival Coordinator. He’s also a CBA board member. Top right: Steve West is a long-time 
bluegrass  entrepreneur and volunteer. Right: photographer Randy Shelton.

These are just a few faces of the people who make the festival possible. There are over three-hundred volunteers, each a 
CBA member. If you’d like to be part of the 2015 festival contact Deb Livermore: 916-601-7233
deblivermore@gmail.com
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Brenda Hough  

BRENDA and the Reviews
Arden, NC 28704
www.crossroadsmusic.com
©2014

Song List: Coming Soon, It’s 
Done, Thank You Dear God, Get 
On Board, He Made the Tree, 
Lead Me to That Fountain, He’s 
In Control, Will You Go?, O Far 
Country, Climbing Upward, I 
Sailed Back.

 Doyle Lawson formed Quick-
silver 35 years ago, and each one of 
his 36 albums has the trademark 
vocal harmonies and instrumen-
tation that make this band one 
of the most popular in bluegrass 
music.  Current band members 
are Josh Swift on dobro, guitar and 
bass vocals, Jason Barie on fiddles 
and vocals, Joe Dean on banjo and 
guitar, Dustin Pyrtle on lead vocals 
and guitar, Eli Johnston on bass 
and vocals and Doyle Lawson on 
mandolin and vocals.
 “It’s Done” has a fine instru-
mental blend of banjo, mandolin 
and fiddle underlying the strong 
harmony vocals.  The traditional 
“Get on Board” has a stirring four 
part harmony with a call-and-re-
sponse style that is a textbook ex-
ample of how to present a gospel 
song. Josh’s dobro weaves around 
the vocals in “He Made The Tree” 
and Joe Dean’s banjo powers the 
instrumentals in “Will You Go?” 
Fine a cappella singing is featured 
in Luther Presley’s “I Sailed Back” 
and four part harmonies are blend-
ed in “Lead Me to That Fountain.” 
As Doyle proclaims in the liner 
notes, “I have always believed that 
the songs must have a message.”  
“Climbing Upward” and “Will 
You Go” are both up tempo blue-
grass gospel songs written by Steve 
Watts and the band just performs 
them both with perfection. 
 With 20 gospel albums to his 
credit, Doyle Lawson has perfect-
ed the style and the power and the 
glory like no one else.  

Sweetwater String 
Band: River of 
Rhymes
www.sweetwaterstringband.com
©2014

Song List: The Weather She 
Breaks, Empty Road, Doc’s 
Waltz, They Turned the Moun-
tains Upside Down, Flood, 
What Goes Up, It’ll Be OK, 
Workingman’s Blues, Ruthless 
World, Tossin’ and Turnin’, A 
Million Miles.

 Mountain music often has 
its own special sound, and this 
band from Mammoth Lakes has a 
distinctive high-energy brand of 
bluegrass with a cello in overdrive.  
The band was formed in 2008 and 
they have played at local festivals 
and are now ready to show their 
music to the world on this debut 
CD.  Band members are Scott 
Roberts on mandolin and vocals, 

David Huebner on cello and vo-
cals, Jeff Meadway on guitar and 
Patrick Ferguson on bass. The orig-
inal songs were written by Scott or 
David and feature strong lyrics bal-
anced with a rhythmic backdrop.
 “The Weather She Blows” 
has a mandolin pulse embellished 
with cello flourishes.  The yearn-
ing for home and love is a strong 
motivator regardless of the adverse 
weather.  Scott wrote a tribute to 
Doc Watson, and “Doc’s Waltz” 
is filled with lovely mandolin pas-
sages and the sounds and smells 
that capture the essence of a spe-
cial country place. “They Turned 
the Mountains Upside Down” is a 
powerful tribute to Larry Gibson, 
who resisted the mining compa-
nies in Virginia that took family 
lands and literally turned them up-
side down to get the coal. David’s 
“Flood” is another commentary on 
man’s manipulation of nature but 
the warming remains: “mountain’s 
gonna burn, river’s gonna rise.” 
The band’s rendition comes across 
as a dirge with the cello providing 
an undercurrent. “Workingman’s 
Blues” is an album highlight fo-
cusing on the “forgotten women, 
forgotten men” and the forces that 
control them. With a unique in-
strumental sound powered by cel-
lo and bass, the Sweetwater String 
Band can deliver songs with mes-
sages to be heard.

The Gentlemen of 
Bluegrass: Carolina 
Memories
Pinecastle Records
2881 NC 108 HWY E
Columbus, NC 28722
www.gentlemenofbluegrass.com
©2014

 Song List: Carolina Mem-
ories, Blue Birds Calling, Waltz 
of the Angels, Traveling Kind, 
Amazing Grace, This Morning 
at Nine, Keep Me From Blowing 
Away, God’s Country, Father’s 
Table Grace, Will the Roses 
Bloom, Old Old House, Big 
Jim, Tribute to John Duffy, It’s A 
Long Lonesome Road.

 While this is the debut album 
by a new group, the members of 
the band have been involved with 
bluegrass music for many years.  
Lead singer Danny Stanley has a 
warm, resonant voice that has the 
depth of a Charlie Waller. It’s no 
accident that the “gentlemen” in 
the title might bring to mind The 
Country Gentlemen band with 
Charlie Waller and John Duffey, 
and after listening to the vocals 
and instrumentation it would be 
easy to say that this band is as close 
as you can get to that classic band.
 Joining Danny in the band 
are Tom Langdon on dobro and 
harmony vocals, J.C. Rowland on 
mandolin and vocals, Greg Pen-
ny on bass and Randy Smith on 
banjo.  The opening song, “Car-
olina Memories,” was written by 
Lorraine Jordan and the homesick 

yearning for the Carolina home-
stead is given a heartfelt delivery 
by Danny set in a fine instrumen-
tal setting of fiddle, banjo and do-
bro. Danny and Julian trade vocal 
lines in the Mac Wiseman classic, 
“Blue Birds Calling,” and they are 
joined by Tom on baritone vocals 
in a delightful three part harmony 
in “Waltz of the Angels.” “Trav-
eling Kind” has echoes of “Way-
faring Stranger” with a minor key 
harmony stack that sends shivers 
down your spine. “Father’s Table 
Grace” is a wonderful story song 
about a father praying for his de-
parting son. Julian sings “Tribute 
to John Duffey,” written by Lor-
raine Jordan.  
 Every one of the songs on this 
album has a consistent quality and 
finesse – you’re sure to hear more 
about them on the national scene!

Danny Roberts: 
Nighthawk
Mountain Home Music Company
www.crossroadsmusic.com
©2014

Song List: New Gil Ramble, 
Nighthawk, Big Stone Gap, Oh 
Atlanta, F-5 Rag, Copingers 
court, You’ll Have That, I Went 
Down a Beggar, Swing-a-Long, 
Walking to Winslow, Danielle’s 
Waltz, Derrington Drive, How 
Great Thou Art.

 Danny Roberts is a founding 
member of the Grascals band, but 
he has spent many years as a man-
dolin player in Nashville and was a 
luthier for the Gibson instrument 
company. No doubt his experience 
with building mandolins ensures 
that his mandolin sound is the 
most refined and developed. This 
album is primarily a collection of 
original instrumentals from Dan-
ny as well as vocal performances 
from his wife Andrea and daugh-
ter Jaelee.  Joining Danny on the 
instrumentals are Tony Wray on 
guitar, Kristin Scott Benson on 
banjo, Tim Surrett on bass and 
Adam Haynes on fiddle.
The opening song, “New Gil Ram-
ble” features Danny and Ronnie 
McCoury on duo mandolins and 
the two trade solos with crisp sin-
gle notes and crunchy rhythms.  
The title song “Nighthawk” pairs 
Danny with Sam Bush and their 
twin mandolins intertwine around 
a melody line. Mike Compton 
joins Danny on the mandocentric 

Song List: Oh! Susanna, Cabin 
on a Mountain, Cowboy Jack, 
Little Birdie, If I Had My Life to 
Live Over Again, Happy I’ll Be, 
Black-eyed Susie, To Hell with 
the Land, Flying Cloud, Mon-
tana Cowboy, Down Among 
the Budded Roses, Thinkin’ of 
Home, Field of Flowers, How 
Many Times, My Clinch Moun-
tain Home, My Old Kentucky 
Home, Blue Grass Style, Touch 
of God’s Hand.

 Sugar and spice, salt and 
pepper, Vern and Ray, Laurie and 
Kathy.  Marvelous pairings of fla-
vor and sound soar in this collab-
oration between Laurie and Kathy. 
Their last pairing on an album was 
over 20 years ago, and it unites two 
talented singers with some of the 
songs that propelled bluegrass into 
prominence in California. Vern 
Williams and Ray Park grew up in 
Arkansas and met in Stockton in 
the 1950s.  Their strong vocals and 
heartfelt delivery influenced a gen-
eration of Californian musicians. 
Laurie and Kathy have a marvel-
ous vocal blend together and their 
love for the music of Vern and Ray 
shines through every note.
 Joining Laurie and Kathy are 
Tom Rozum on mandolin and 
Patrick Sauber on banjo. Laurie 
plays fiddle and bass and Kathy 
plays guitar to round out the band 
instrumentation. Their instru-
mental chops shine on the only 
instrumental on the album, “Fly-
ing Cloud,” with Laurie taking the 
fiddle lead. 
 “Cabin on a Mountain” is one 
of Vern and Ray’s most well-known 
songs, and Laurie and Kathy give 
the song a rousing rendition. Ray 
wrote the popular “Montana 
Cowboy” and Kathy adds just the 
right amount of high lonesome 
sound to the song accompanied 
by Keith Little’s banjo and Sally 
Van Meter’s resophonic guitar.  
Sally’s guitar weaves around Lau-
rie’s lead vocal on the traditional 
song, “Down Among the Budded 
Roses.” Vern and Ray collaborated 
on “Thinkin’ of Home” and Kathy 
and Laurie sing it in a close duet 
interspersed with banjo and twin 
fiddles. They also sing a close tan-
dem in the salute to bluegrass mu-
sic, “Blue Grass Style” written by 
Luther Riley. “How Many Times” 
is another Ray Park song and Lau-
rie’s lead vocal is filled with energy.  
Rounding out the song selection 
are two songs from Stephen Foster 
and two from the A.P. Carter that 
were also sung by Vern and Ray. 
Vern and Ray are no longer with 
us, but their music and influence 
continues to be part of the Califor-
nia bluegrass scene.

Doyle Lawson & 
Quicksilver: Open 
Carefully Message 
Inside
Crossroads Music
PO Box 829

Kathy Kallick: Cut to 
The Chase
Live Oak Records
www.KathyKallick.com
©2014

Song List: Tryin’ So Hard to 
Get to You, Feet on the Ground, 
Cut to the Chase, Once Upon, 
Rustler’s Girl, The Time Travel-
er’s Wife, Persephone’s Dream, 
Franco’s Spain, Not So Lone-
some As Me, The Night the 
Boat Capsized, Same Ol’ Song, 
When, Ellie.

 Bluegrass album covers of-
ten show country scenes with log 
cabins but Kathy Kallick’s new al-
bum features a stormy night on a 
harsh Chicago street and it’s clear 
this isn’t your mama’s bluegrass.  In 
fact, it’s an edgy look at life seen 
through experience and reality 
and the songs have messages made 
more powerful with straight-from-
the-heart vocals and soulful in-
strumental work. Joining her on 
the album are bandmates from 
the Kathy Kallick band and guests 
Sally Van Meter, John Reischman, 
Richard Brandenburg and Bill Ev-
ans.
 “Cut to the Chase” was writ-
ten with Clive Gregson, and the 
chorus with its command, “get 
the hell away from me,” is a strong 
affirmation of a woman’s right to 
make her own decisions. It’s also 
a commentary on behavioral ex-
pectations and roles.  Perhaps it’s 
changed now as Kathy includes 
“that was years ago, and most of 
the buildings are torn down.” Her 
ability to use a few words to paint 
a clear image is shown in the lyric:  
“the music was combative and the 
drinks were watered down.”  An-
other Clive Gregson collaboration 
is “Franco’s Spain,” that has a lilt-
ing, happy melody echoing a teen-
ager’s delight masking the harsh 
realities of club wielding goons in 
times past. Clive and Kathy also 
wrote “The Time Traveler’s Wife,” 
and fans of the book will be de-
lighted with a different viewpoint 
of the book’s story.  
 “Persephone’s Dream” is filled 
with poetic images: “a man so full 
of poetry he was bleeding at the 
seams,” and “the lovely man with 
the pomegranate heart.” Blended 
with a strong melodic line and the 
instrumentals and vocals of Sylvia 
Herold, Molly Tuttle and Patricia 
Haan, it weaves a magical spell. 
Other songs detail loving encoun-
ters sealed with kisses, promises of 
return, and hopeful anticipation.  
Kathy Kallick spins delightful sto-
ries and this newest album shows 
her magic at its best.

Laurie & Kathy Sing 
the Songs of Vern & 
Ray
Spruce and Maple Music
PO Box 9417
Berkeley, CA  94709
www.spruceandmaplemusic.com
©2014
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BRENDA and the Reviews
“Walking to Winslow.”  “Big Stone 
Gap” begins at a breakneck pace 
and the mandolin notes fly quick-
ly around Jimmy Mattingly’s fid-
dle and Kristen’s banjo. The “F-5 
Rag” is an exciting romp through 
the strings with Danny’s mandolin 
front and center.  Danny’s daugh-
ter Jaelee sings a bluesy solo paral-
lel to Danny’s punchy rhythms in 
“Oh, Atlanta.” Definitely a man-
dolin delight with some of the best 
pickers around. 

Bryan Sutton: Into My 
Own
Sugar Hill Records
230 Franklin Rd  Building 14B
Franklin, TN 37064
©2014

Song List: Cricket on the 
Hearth, That’s Where I Belong, 
Ole Blake, Anyhow I :Love You, 
Cumberland Reel, Run Away, 
Frisell’s rag, Overton Waltz, 
Swannanoa Tunnel, Watson’s 
Blues, Log Jam, Been All Around 
This World.

 Bryan Sutton is an 
award-winning guitarist who 
has been a member of Kentucky 
Thunder and is now a session 
player and producer in Nashville.  
He has gathered some of the best 
musicians to play on the album: 
Sam Bush and Ronnie McCoury 
on mandolin, Jason Carter, Stuart 
Duncan and Luke Bulla on fiddle, 
Noam Pikelny and Rob McCoury 
on banjo, and Greg Garrison and 
Alan Bartram on bass.  
 Six of the songs were written 
by Bryan and while his fluid gui-
tar laying graces each song with 
a special magic, the supporting 
players add their own special 
touches.  “Cumberland Reel” is 
slower paced and Noam Pikelny’s 
banjo keeps a steady flow of notes 
while Stuart Duncan’s fiddle adds 
flourishes. “Runaway” features 
Bryan’s clawhammer banjo and 
vocal patterned in an old tradi-
tional style. Bill Frisell plays a 
melodic jazz guitar inm “Frisell’s 
Rag” which is a delight to hear. 
“Overton Waltz” is a gentle romp 
with guitar matched with fiddle, 
banjo and mandolin. 
 Ronnie McCoury sings the 
lead vocal on “Swannanoa Tun-
nel” and the pace picks up with 
Jason Carter’s fiddle and Rob Mc-
Coury’s banjo. Ronnie also plays 
a vibrant mandolin on Bill Mon-
roe’s “Watson’s Blues” with Bry-
an adding a rhythm guitar back-
drop. The closing song, “Been 
All Around the World,” is a tasty 
blend of warm vocal, and stellar 
guitar playing that are hallmarks 
of Bryan Sutton’s style.

Amber Cross: You 
Can Come In
www.AmberCrossMusic.com
©2014

Song List: Mid-September, 
Black-Eyed Susan, You Can 

Come In, Oh Jealous Mind, City 
Lights, Things I Saved, Selma, 
February, San Joaquin, Waiting 
for the Hard Times To Go, Ain’t 
That Something.

 Amber Cross is a California 
singer-songwriter with a unique 
perspective on life.  Her songs zero 
in on the complexities of relation-
ships and the awkward decisions 
that must be made and the conse-
quences.  Her lyrics are sparse but 
filled with twists in meaning that 
must be noticed.  The instrumen-
tation is often an acoustic guitar, 
but accordion, pedal steel, cello, 
piano and drums are part of sever-
al songs.
 The title song, “You Can 
Come In,” is a fascinating pro-
gression of a relationship as the 
singe moves from “you can come 
in but you can’t stay long,” to 
“I’m falling fast and I can hardly 
breathe.” “Mid-September” has a 
classic phrase: “Used to think I’d 
look back on us crying and laugh, I 
never thought I’d look back on us 
laughing and cry.” The question of 
whether memories exist without 
objects to trigger them is posed 
in “Things I’ve Saved.” And those 
fancy dresses saved in a closet in 
Selma brings the singer to a quan-
dary: do I get my fancy clothes 
and reclaim my life of parties or 
do I stay in my life with sweatshirt 
and jeans?  “San Joaquin” is a foray 
into our destruction of river val-
leys and the “river aches from this 
drought she’s under.” 
 Amber Cross presents us with 
reflections on a world we need to 
notice and change.  

After Jack: Echo
Travianna Records
1177 Alum Ridge Road NW
Willis, VA 24380
©2014

Song List: Use My Hands For 
Love, Henry Lee, Echo, Too Far 
Gone, Beulah Land, Can’t Sing 
a Sad Song, I’m Almost Home, 
Eyeless Hills, For Jerryanne, Lil’ 
Liza Jane.

 Sometimes bands are started 
as the result of some other happen-
stance: After Jack formed after its 
members were part of a Jack in the 
Beanstalk production. Band mem-
bers are Emily Blankenship-Tuck-
er, Rachel Blankenship-Tucker 
and Mary Allison. The trio wrote 
many of the songs on the album, 
and with their fine vocal harmo-
nies and spirited instrumentation 
on guitar, banjo, mandolin and 
percussion, their sound is a high 
energy blend of bluegrass, gospel 
and folk music.
“Use My Hands For Love” is a ban-
jo driven, bouncy song celebrating 
the joys of living.  “Henry Lee” is 
a tale of a ghost passing along his 
banjo to be played by others. The 
title song, “Echo,” has a lovely vo-
cal harmony and a message to pass 
along. “Beulah Land” is a Squire 
Parsons song that resonates in the 

traditional mode and the band per-
forms it with a glorious harmony 
blend. “Can’t Sing a Sad Song” is 
an interesting commentary about 
the song-writing process – “give a 
song to a women, she will sing in 
a minor key – because you can’t a 
sad song about love.”  
 Good debut album with 
strong vocals and instrumentation.

Cahalen Morrison & 
Eli West: I’ll Swing My 
Hammer with Both My 
Hands
www.CAHALENANDELI.com
©2014

Song List: Fiddlehead Fern, 
Livin’ in America, Pocket Full 
of Dust, Anxious Rows, James 
Is Out, Natural Thing To Do, 
Down in the Lonesome Draw, 
Ritzville/Steamboats on the 
Saskatchewan, Off the Chama, 
Lorene, Green Pastures, Sinner 
Come Home, Voices of Evening, 
Fiddlehead Fern Reprise.

 Cahalen Morrison and Eli 
West have forged a partner-
ship that is rock solid with roots 
stretching back to the early days 
of traditional music.  Their voices 
form a natural harmony and the 
banjo, mandolin, and guitar weave 
seamlessly between them. Nine of 
the songs were written by Cahalen, 
and his imagery captures meanings 
in nature. “James Is Out” focus-
es on folks and animals that are 
self-sufficient and able to provide 
for themselves. “Living in Ameri-
ca” has a bouncy fiddle and a con-
trast between those with privilege 
and those who get by. “Pocket Full 
of Dust” is filled with descriptive 
imagery: “she flies in crimson when 
the sky is burning red, she sharpens 
like an arrow as the evening turns 
to rust.”  “Down in the Lonesome 
Draw” has Cahalen’s dobro adding 
a haunting counterpoint to the sto-
ry of paradoxes and “if you don’t 
like Dodge, you can always go to 
Abilene.” 
 This duo has a unique blend-
ing of lyric and melody that draws 
the listener like a moth to a flame.

To be reviewed
Send your materials to:
Brenda Hough
PO Box 20370
San Jose CA  95160 
or contact Brenda at:
hufstuff2003@gmail.
com

 Whether you’re interested in 
bluegrass or oldtime banjo, Walk-
er Creek Music Camp, coming 
up October 9-12  in rural Marin 
County in the North Bay Area, 
has a class for you—registration is 
open and there’s still room in all 
the banjo classes. 
 Teaching a fun and varied 
bluegrass banjo class is Josh Tharp, 
who is also our camp luthier. Josh 
calls his class “The First Genera-
tion” and will focus each day on 
the particular style of a different 
banjo great: Ralph Stanley, Earl 
Scruggs, and Don Reno. He’ll go 
over what makes each of their styles 
unique, and teach those licks that 
made them so popular. This class is 
open to advanced beginners as well 
as intermediate players—if you 
know your basic chord positions 
and rolls, and can keep that banjo 
in tune! Then you’re ready for this 
class. Intermediate students will 
find it interesting as well. 
 Josh is an amazing player and 
fun teacher. He started playing 
banjo in 1997 after first hearing 
Earl Scruggs. In 2006 he began his 
bluegrass travels with the Southern 
California based band Lost High-
way which took him all over the 
US, Canada and Europe. Josh now 
plays banjo and sings harmony vo-
cals with Keith Little and the Little 
Band.
 Intermediate banjo play-
ers may also be interested in Eric 
Thompson’s Beginning Improvi-
sation class. In this class, Eric will 
teach the concept of informed 
spontaneity by presenting some 
easy approaches to embellish-
ing and elaborating on a melody, 
navigating a chord progression, 
backing singers or instrumental-
ists effectively, and building a band 
sound.  
This class is open to all levels of 
intermediate, or even advanced 
beginner students, as long as you’re 
comfortable with some chords and 
melodies in the basic keys of C, D, 
G, and A, and open to trial and er-
ror learning.  
 Eric is a knowledgeable, in-
spiring and patient teacher, who 
gives lessons privately and has also 
been on faculty at the Santa Cruz 
Mandolin Symposium, Augusta 
Heritage Festival, Puget Sound 
Guitar Workshop, Port Townsend 
Festival of American Fiddle Tunes, 
Ashokan Fiddle & Dance Camp, 
Kamp Kaufman, and Lark In the 
Morning. His students are consis-
tently pleased with his classes.
 In the oldtime banjo depart-
ment, we have Steve Baughman, 
back by popular request, teaching 
beginning oldtime banjo. This class 
is for people who are just starting 
to learn, or have never played and 
want to get started, as well as any-
one who just wants to work on 
getting more into the “groove” of 
oldtime banjo playing. The empha-
sis will be on right hand technique 
and rhythm.  Those who have little 
or no experience will learn the basic 
frailing pattern (“bum ditty”), and  
those who are already frailing will 

learn what to do to create a lively 
and effortless groove. This will be 
applied to several tunes, with the 
goal that each student will emerge 
from the class with an expanded 
repertoire of pieces, perhaps a few 
of them in different tunings. Some 
songs with vocals will also be in-
cluded to practice accompaniment. 
 Steve Baughman teaches all 
across the United States and Can-
ada. Besides teaching at our camps, 
Steve has been on staff for a dozen 
years at the Swannanoa Gathering 
in North Carolina, teaching guitar 
and old time banjo. He believes in 
the life-changing power of banjo 
playing and strives to communi-
cate this to his students.  His classes 
are very “hands-on”, which is what 
we strive for at this camp, and he 
consistently gets rave reviews from 
his students. 
 Finally, teaching intermediate 
clawhammer banjo, and working 
closely in conjunction with the 
Canote brothers’ fiddle and guitar 
classes, we have Candy Goldman 
from Seattle. Candy will teach 
fiddle tune favorites—some fairly 
simple, some more complex. Each 
tune will be broken down phrase 
by phrase with attention to all the 
little banjo tricks that can make 
a tune really blend well with the 
fiddle. Then the class will merge 
with the oldtime fiddle and guitar 
classes to get that big string band 
sound. This has been a popular 
class. To qualify for it, students 
should be very comfortable play-
ing at medium speed with the basic 
right hand clawhammer / drop-
thumb technique and be familiar 
with chords in the keys of G, A, D. 
and A modal.
 Candy Goldman has been 
playing oldtime banjo for over 
thirty years. Her music is deeply 
influenced by time spent playing 
with, and learning from, older tra-
ditional players of the Appalachian 
region such as Clyde Davenport, 
Tommy Jarrell and Melvin Wine. 
An experienced teacher, Candy has 
taught at numerous music camps 
across the country, including the 
Festival of American Fiddle Tunes, 
Mars Hill Oldtime Week and The 
Berkeley Oldtime Music Conven-
tion. She also teaches a weekly 
string band class with The Canote 
Brothers in her hometown of Seat-
tle. She taught at both our camps 
last year and is also back by popular 
request.

Banjo classes at Walker Creek 
Music Camp

Instructor Josh Tharp.
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All the Deering Good 
Times are Past and 
Gone
 No, not really.
 I met Greg and Janet Deering a 
number of years ago, and I look for-
ward to seeing them and their banjos, 
every year at our June fest.  Greg was 
unable to attend this year, so Carolina 
Bridges came instead.  She is the direc-
tor of customer service and public re-
lations, so it made sense for her to (fi-
nally) visit FDF.  Carolina and I have 
communicated online a time or two 
in the past, so it was nice to have the 
opportunity to meet her in person.
One afternoon during FDF, I decid-

ed to try out a few of the banjos on 
display.  Carolina asked me whether I 
wanted to try a lightweight or heavy 
model.  I probably should have se-
lected something heavy, since this 
was an opportunity to try something 
distinctly different from what I have 
now.  However, I opted to try out 
several lightweight models from the 
Deering Good Time line. 
 To test them, I fingerpicked the 
notes of several songs and I strummed 
the chords for several other composi-
tions.  One of my favorite songs for 
chording is “All The Good Times Are 
Past And Gone” (with a simple 1-4-5 
pattern).  I tried to pay attention to 
the instrument rather than the musi-
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Log Cabin Music By Wayne Erbsen 

Wayne Erbsen

I’ve Been All Around This World
 Of all the many kinds of songs there are to sing, by far my favorites 
are what I call “real songs.” These were not written in an air conditioned 
office on the fourteenth floor by fancy pants professional songwriters. 
Instead, they were written about events that really happened, by real 
people who were there to witness it. 
 “I’ve Been All Around This World” could not be any more real if it 
tried. The outlaw captured in this song was reportedly hanged for mur-
der in Fort Smith, Arkansas in the 1870s. If this is true, the chances are 
good that he was sentenced to die by the famous hanging judge himself, 
The Honorable Issac Charles Parker. From 1875 to 1896 Judge Parker 
had jurisdiction over Oklahoma and all of the Indian Territory. Over 
those twenty-one years, he tried over 13,500 cases and sentenced 106 
men to death. Of that number, seventy-nine were hanged during his 
term of office. During the first fourteen years he was on the bench, the 
convicted could seek no appeal, save from heaven.
 Parker’s chief executioner was George Maledon, who took great 
pride in his “scientific” hangings. Of the seventy-nine men sentenced to 
death by the Hanging Judge, Maledon personally hanged sixty. When he 
finally retired, he went on the lecture circuit, proudly displaying several 
of his favorite hanging ropes.
 “I’ve Been All Around This World” has been collected under such 
titles as “The Gambler, ” “My Father Was a Gambler,” “The New Rail-

road,” “The Hobo’s Lament,” and “The Hobo’s Blues.”
 In 1930, George Milburn published a book entitled the Hobo’s 
Hornbook that included a version of “I’ve Been All Round this World,” 
with this great verse:
 Bring to me my supper boys, I’ll eat ‘er done or raw

Bring to me my supper boys, I’ll eat ‘er 
done or raw
For I haven’t had a square meal since I left 
Arkansas
I’ve been all around this world
 The following tabbed arrangement 
is written out for clawhammer banjo in 
what’s com-
monly known as 
double C tuning 
(gCGCD). If 
you don’t happen 
to play clawham-
mer style banjo, 
you can take the 
same melody and 
add your favorite 
banjo rolls.

Continued on A-19

Judge Parker

I’ve Been All Around This World

Working on the new railroad with mud up to my 
knees, 

Working on the new railroad with mud up to my 
knees, 

Working for big John Henry and he’s so hard to 
please,

I’ve been all around this world. 

Hang me, oh hang me and I’ll be dead and gone,
Hang me oh hang me, and I’ll be dead and gone,
It’s not the hanging that I mind it’s layin’ in the jail 

so long,
I’ve been all around this world. 

Up on the Blue Ridge Mountains it’s there I’ll take 
my stand,

Up on the Blue Ridge Mountains it’s there I’ll take 
my stand,

With a rifle on my shoulder, six shooter in my 
hand, 

I’ve been all around this world. 

Lulu, oh lulu come and open up the door, 
Lulu, oh lulu come and open up the door
Before I have to open it with my old .44,
I’ve been all around this world.   

When you go a fishing, take a hook and line,
When you go a fishing, take a hook and line,
When you go a courting don’t never look behind,
I’ve been all around this world. 

If you see a rich girl, just pass her down the line, 
If you see a rich girl, just pass her down the line,
And when you see a poor girl, just ask her to be 

mine, 
I’ve been all around this world.  

“I’ve Been All Around This World” can be found in 
Wayne’s book, Outlaw Ballads, Legends & Lore. For 
a free catalog of instruction books for bluegrass and 
clawhammer banjo, fiddle, mandolin and guitar, get 
in touch with Wayne at Native Ground Books & Music 
www.nativeground.com.

cian – I was there to experience the 
axe, not the guy holding it.  But after a 
while I listened to what I was singing 
in my head and observed the irony:  I 
was playing that song over and over on 
several Good Time banjos. 
 Next year will be CBA’s 40th 
Father’s Day Festival – and also Deer-
ing’s 40th year in business – and I 
hope there will be some sort of com-
memoration on both counts. 

From Good Times to Good-ings 
 Do you remember the rock 
band “J Geils Band”?  Well, the blue-
grass community has the “J Gooding 
Band”:  Josh, Jake, and John Gooding.  
(They have not adopted that moniker 

as their band name, but I’ll claim cred-
it for the idea, if they ever do.) 
 Josh is much older and taller 
than the other two, so he first made a 
name for himself without his siblings.  
It took a long time for me to stop con-
fusing Jake and John.  (A hint from 
the Bible:  Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
John ... John’s the last one.)  When 
Dave and Theresa Gooding named 
their sons, they probably had no idea 
the three would share the same pas-
sions and regularly be seen in public 
together. 

Boys and Their Banjos ... 
Girls and Their Guitars 
 I had the opportunity to partici-

pate in a special moment in a friend’s 
life, back in June, in Grass Valley.  Ron 
Rose’s young grandson has taken his 
first tentative steps into the world of 
stringed music – and he’s chosen the 
banjo!  I heard him play the very first 
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Bluegrass 
Bard 
- Cliff Compton

Bluegrass 
Bard

Cliff Compton
Oh death
 
Oh death, swinging your sickle 
Cutting down the very foundation
We were built upon
With no regard for the pain that follows
Staring with empty eyes
Like a shark swimming through peaceful waters
Devouring every creature in your path
Without thought or consideration
Kiss me mother
Kiss your darling
Lay my head upon your breast
I can smell the sulfur in your breath
Oh death
There’s a raven in the tree
There’s a wreath above the door
The darkness of the mine
North Dakota cold
On a summer day
Tears of the helpless
As the band plays “when the saints go marching in”
And death,
When your evil eye falls on me
And my children ask
“who will sing for me?”
Have them sing
That Dolly Rambo song
 
“I’m gonna leave here shouting
When I get to the promise land
If I’m too feeble to praise the lord
Lift up my dying hands
Angels bear me over
On wings as white as snow
I’m gonna leave here shouting
When my time comes to go
 
Oh death
Where is your victory
Oh grave 
where is your sting

song he learned – “Happy Birthday.”  
Considering he had been playing 
for less than one full day, he was do-
ing pretty well, and we made sure he 
knew that.  He and his family were 
my neighbors before I knew they were 
Ron’s relatives; it’s a small world!  He 
and I are big fans of Johnny Cash, and 
I’m looking forward to the day that 
we can play some Cash together. 
 This newbie did not yet know 
how to use an electronic tuner.  He 
had randomly pushed the buttons, 
and his tuner was no longer set to 440 

Mhz – no wonder Ron couldn’t tune 
the instrument!  Plus, Ron may have 
left it in Guitar Mode or Bass Mode, 
while the Chromatic Mode is neces-
sary for the banjo.  I pulled rank over 
Ron – surely the only time that’ll ever 
happen – and I tuned the boy’s ban-
jo.  I got to put my modest abilities to 
good use and help someone ... which 
pleased me immensely. 
 When I was a rank beginner 
(in 2008), I was off by myself once 
in Grass Valley, practicing “Frère 
Jacques” on banjo.  I was intentionally 
off the beaten trail – so that no-one 
would hear me butchering the sim-

ple melody of a nursery rhyme.  And 
who wanders by?  Keith Little!  I was 
embarrassed, but he was friendly and 
very encouraging.  He even offered to 
come by again later and give me some 
pointers.  Bill Evans likewise has been 
a longtime supporter, both before and 
after my attending his 2009 Music 
Camp class.  Of course, Keith and Bill 
are just two of the pros who regularly 
help newbies that they meet; and in 
June, I got to “pay it forward” a little. 
 Ron’s grandson acquired his 
banjo from our Darrell Johnson Kid’s 
Instrument Lending Library.  If you’ve 
got a modest-priced axe that you don’t 
need anymore, please CONSIDER 
DONATING IT to our lending li-
brary.  (Or, if you want a much bigger 
charitable tax deduction, you could 
turn in your pre-war Gibson Master-
tone!) 
 Jesse Personeni – who will repre-
sent all our youth musicians at IBMA 
very soon – borrowed a banjo from the 
Lending Library a couple years back.  
The next time he saw me, he said “hey, 
your name is inside my banjo!”  That 
was a surprise, since I had sold my first 
five-stringer to Claudette Earl – and I 
assumed she still had it.  If someday he 
hits the big time, I’m going to tell ev-
eryone that Jesse learned to play banjo 
using my old axe.  (In reality, he was 
already plenty good by the time he 
got my Sears Silvertone; he wanted it 
merely as a backup, since he has two 

homes.) 
 Of course, women too will gen-
erously pass on their knowledge and 
instruments.  I observed Molly Tuttle 
giving a private guitar lesson to a pre-
teen girl.  Not just “a quick pointer” 
but a real personalized lesson, of a half-
hour or more.  The girl might have 

been one of Molly’s music camp stu-
dents, I don’t know.  Regardless, it was 
one of the many special moments that 
transpired at the CBA Music Camp 
and Father’s Day Festival in 2014. 
 With and without instruments, 
I had Good Times at the Father’s Day 
Festival.

From page A-18

The Allan French Column by Allan French

 Dispatches from the front—
Real time reports from the Appala-
chian String Band Music Festival in 
West Virginia, commonly known as 
Clifftop.
 It’s raining again.  Camping 
spots have been slower to fill this 
year, what with the wet weather.  
Most people are in tents, though 
there are some vans, and a good 
number of rain shelters put up over 
or next to tents.  RVs are fairly few.  
No hookups, and in the RV area 
near the main camp, no generators 
allowed, though they are permitted 
near the entry gate, to minimize 
interference with the jams and the 
stage.
 The music goes on.  Mostly fid-
dles and banjos, then guitars, man-
dolins, basses, banjo ukes, and a few 
other odds and ends.  The banjos 
are almost all open-backed without 
resonators, to make that plunky old-
time percussive dancy melodic but 
not that melodic sound that talks 
back to the fiddle but agrees with it 
too.
 It’s raining again.  So far, in 
these five days, there hasn’t been one 
without at least some rain.  Thun-
derstorms too, some in the middle 
of the night and right overhead, not 
off in the far distance like those Si-
erra Nevada ones.  CRACK!  Not 

boom!  Inside the tent it sounds like 
the campsite must be a lake by now, 
but in the morning it’s just puddles 
and mud.
 The music goes on.  It starts 
about 9 a.m., continues later and 
later each evening, and by the end 
of the week, it doesn’t stop all night.  
And it’s EVERYWHERE.  There 
are no Quiet Zones.  A lot of the day 
(and night) you’re maybe 20 feet 
from the next jam, and jams stay in 
the same key for a while, from half 
an hour to hours and hours, so the 
banjo players don’t have to re-tune.  
If you’re between two jams playing, 
say, in G and A, the dissonance is 
pretty heavy, so your D jam has to be 
a little louder so you can hear your-
selves.  Some people use earplugs 
to sleep, but you actually can train 
yourself to enjoy and be comforted 
by all that music surrounding you.
 It’s raining again.  People have 
stopped talking about it.  It’s like the 
W. C. Fields line about a time when 
“Drunkenness was so common it 
was unnoticed.”  Jam chairs get put 
in cars, instruments too, when the 
music pauses.  Mud builds up, every-
thing drips, ground cloths are stra-
tegically positioned to divert runoff.  
It’s July, and we’re not in California 
any more, Toto.  Senses of humor 
come out, and people start calling it 
Clifftarp.
 The music goes on.  People 
too young to run for Congress have 
spontaneously discovered the lure 

of it.  They populate the all-night-
ers, though there are plenty of elders 
and uber-elders up late too.  It’s just 
tunes, played in unison, hardly any 
singing, and somehow everybody 
understands it all without a single 
word.  And it’s more than the mel-
odies of the tunes.  Banjos re-tune 
for different keys and create differ-
ent resonances by doing so.  A fid-
dle playing the identical melody in 
G, C, D, or A (never done) would 
give it a different feel that everybody 
would notice.  And then there’s 
cross-tuned fiddles (see Old-Time 
Rambler #5) just to make life more 
interesting.  So the choice of key 
isn’t to match singing voice range, 
but to allow for more or fewer open 
strings in a tune, drone strings that 
echo even when they’re not played, 
implied chords that aren’t really 
there, and so on.
 Finally the sun is out.  For now.  
It’s only day 5 for us, and the official 
5-day festival doesn’t start until to-
morrow.  People joke and say they’ve 
played all the tunes they know, but 
of course they haven’t.  Gotta go.  
Someone’s playing Single Footin’ 
Horse over there.

The Rambler Rambles 
To Clifftop

The Old Time Rambler 
By Geff Crawford

Dad looks on as Matthew Songmaker picks a Deering.

Jeff and Allan have fun with dulcimers.
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 The one-foot bridge is a good idea on mandolins that do not have tone bars (such as 
your F4) whereas the adjustable bridge with two feet is specifically designed for its feet to 
sit over the F5 mandolin’s two longitudinal tone bars (although the company did use the 
adjustable two-footed bridge on all of its wood bodied instruments once the patent was 
issued).
 The great advantage of the adjustable bridge is that setting up the mandolin is consid-
erably easier than setting one up with a non-adjustable bridge. If the action has to be raised 
or lowered, it can be done with a simple turn of the thumbscrews. On the non-adjustable 
bridge, all changes in action have to be done by filing, sanding, or both. And, if you have 
gone too far and the action is too low, you have to start over with a new bridge (although, 
you could add a laminate to the bottom of the foot to raise the action again). 
 One advantage of the one-piece non-adjustable bridge is the path of energy from each 
of the strings is equally transmitted to the soundboard compared to the adjustable bridge 
where two pair of strings sit near the post and two pair of strings sit in the center of the 
saddle. This difference in positioning of the strings on the bridge’s structure alters the tone 
of the outer pair of strings compared to the inner pair. (This is something we’ve worked 
to compensate for by modifying the string gauges in our Straight Up Strings that we an-
nounced at CBA’s Father’s Day Bluegrass Festival).
 In either case, the bridges must be very well fitted to the soundboard. There should be 
no space or gaps between the bridge feet and the soundboard. If you would like instructions 
on how to fit the feet of a bridge to the soundboard, you can go to our website – siminoff.
net – click on the pull-down menu entitled “Kits, Parts, & Services,” click on the bottom 
item entitled “Instruction Sheets” and there are a bunch of downloadable PDF documents 
that are totally free. The first one (Mandolin Bridges) on the page explains how to fit the 
bridges.

Q: I’ve followed your articles in the Breakdown and you’ve talked a lot about neck 
joints. I guess I’m not seeing the real problem with the conventional dovetail that’s 
used in cabinetry, stonework, and so on. Can you help me understand why it is a bad 
connection?

A: I don’t really feel that the dovetail is a bad or wrong neck joint. My main concern is that 
it is very difficult to fit properly and this often leads to neck set problems. 

 A dovetail has five mating surfaces: the back of the neck, the two sides of the dove-
tail, and the two curved portions where the neck meets the ribs. A properly fitted dovetail 
should, in my opinion, have all five surfaces glued to the headblock. Getting these five faces 
to fit perfectly while at the same time maintaining the neck pitch, neck fit to the ribs, rota-
tional axis of the neck, and centerline alignment is tricky business. 
 Further, there are many guitar makers and some mandolin makers who feel that they 
should leave a space between the end of the neck and the headblock so that the neck joint 
can be steamed and loosened if the instrument requires a neck set. My attitude is that if the 
neck is properly joined in the first place, barring any unforeseen changes to the instrument’s 
body (which does happen), the neck won’t need to be reset if it is set properly in the first 
place. Leaving a space open at the end of the neck is just asking for problems.
 I’ve been setting V joints for 50 years and have never had to reset one. We have a lot of 
folks out there who have built mandolins from our kits and have used the V joint connec-
tion, and I’ve never heard of someone needing to reset a V joint (maybe it is happened, but 
I’ve not heard about it). However, every year, we fix several improperly set dovetails. 
 Figure 2 shows three neck joints: one of our V joints with locking dowels and zero gaps 
in the construction, a popular mandolin kit (not one of ours) with a rather questionable 
dovetail joint, and a 2005 Gibson F5L with a dovetail joint that has been bedded – by Gib-
son - with epoxy. Hmmm. 
 One major difference in building an instrument with a V-joint is that the neck is at-
tached before the backboard is glued in place. In this way, the two dowels can be drilled 
into the neck and headblock connection and the dowels sanded flush to the bottom of the 
headblock. With the dovetail system, most makers fit the neck to the headblock and attach 
the backboard before they connect the neck.
 From an alignment standpoint, the V-joint is a lot easier to get right since it allows a 
bit of movement during set up so that the neck angle and centerline axis can be correctly 
aligned before the glue sets. Dovetail joints are much less forgiving and if they are not cut 
right, they either fit sloppily or they have to be shimmed, or both. 
 Lastly, from a structural standpoint, I feel the V-joint is equal to the dovetail.

The Luthier’s Corner - Roger Siminoff
Q: I have some pearl buttons on an old guitar, 
the screw on type, and they are loose. Anything 
wrong with just epoxying them in place?

A: I really don’t like using epoxy on instruments; 
not that I don’t like epoxy, but I much prefer to 
have a joint that I can take apart if I need to. If a 
button did crack you’d have a lot of cleaning up 
to do that might just damage the tuner’s shafts. I’d 
recommend cutting some shims from soda can alu-
minum. The soda cans are easy to cut with regular 

scissors and the aluminum is only .004” thick. Prepare some thin shims the size of the flats 
on the tuning post, hold the shims against the flats, and slide the buttons on. Do not force 
the buttons on the posts, they could crack, and be careful that you don’t cut yourself with 
the aluminum. Lastly just snug the screws in place, being careful not to over-tighten them.

Q: I’m building an F4 mandolin with a luthier friend and he is strongly urging that I 
use one of those bridges that has the two adjusting screws. I know some of the early 
mandolins had a one-piece bridge so I’m a bit confused. Can you help?

A: Gibson used one-piece non-adjustable on its early mandolins, mandolas, and guitars 
until the company developed an adjustable bridge and was awarded a U.S. Patent in 1921. 
The original one-piece bridge features a single long foot that contacts the soundboard; the 
adjustable bridge has a short gap in the middle of its base that, in essence, provides it with 
two feet.
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Fig 1. Three early Gibson bridges. Top: Gibson’s one-piece ebony non-adjustable man-
dolin bridge from the mid 1910 era. Middle: the first version of the patented mandolin 
bridge from 1921 featured an aluminum saddle. Bottom: the aluminum saddle was very 
short lived and was soon followed by a bridge with an ebony saddle (this one taken from 
an original Loar-signed F5 mandolin).

CALIFORNIA MADE SINCE 1975
Makers of Deering, Goodtime, Vega, Tenbrooks 

Fig 2. A series of mandolin neck joint connections. Left: An assembled V-joint that I use 
on my mandolins, and is available with our mandolin kits. Middle: the dovetail joint of 
a commercially available mandolin kit shows the opening between the end of the neck 
and the headblock. This joint was also rather poorly fitted and needed shims. Right: A 
2005 Gibson F5L mandolin with a gap between the neck heel and the headblock, and 
one in which all the space was filled with epoxy.

Continued  on A-21
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Q: I have an early Gibson banjo, but I think someone changed the 
little brackets that hold the back on because they are sitting on the 
lip. On my other banjo, the brackets don’t touch the lip. Should I 
change them to the correct ones?

A: Actually, they are the correct ones. The resonator brackets on the ear-
ly Gibson banjos did sit on the resonator’s lip (I can tell you have an 
early model Gibson because of the hex resonator screw). When Gibson 
replaced the tube and plate flange – which is what you have – with the 
one-piece flange, it changed to a smaller bracket so that the flange could 
sit on the resonator’s lip. Your banjo is original and I’d suggest leaving it 
the way it is.

See you next month

© Copyright 2014, Roger H. Siminoff, Atascadero, CA.

If you have questions you would like answered, please email: siminoff@
siminoff.net, or write to Roger Siminoff, PO Box 2992, Atascadero, CA 
93423.

Roger Siminoff is an honorary life-time member of CBA and was the 
founder of Pickin’ and Frets magazines. Roger has written more than 
10 books on instrument set-up and construction. For more on Roger 
Siminoff, Siminoff Banjo and Mandolin Parts, Gibson and Lloyd Loar 
history, visit his web site at: www.siminoff.net.

Fig 3. The bracket that holds the pot assembly of this early Gibson 
banjo on to the resonator is designed to have the bracket rest on the 
resonator’s rim. (The early Gibson banjos used hex head screws to 
hold the resonator in place rather than thumbscrews.)

Joe Weed’s Studio Insider

Joe Weed

Playing a festival in 
Gannat, France
 With heavy hearts we bid good-
bye to our guitar player and bass 
player. They had to fly to New York 
due to a family medical emergency.  
We were facing our own much less 
serious, but nonetheless difficult 
situation, as their departure meant 
that Marty and I were to become the 
entire band for the Jubilee American 
Dance Theater that was representing 
the US at Les Cultures du Monde 
festival in Gannat, France.  We’ve 
played in Europe before, and in Ja-
pan, but we’d always defined our 
own show by what we wanted to 
include and how we wanted to pres-
ent it. This time, we were supplying 
the music for a troupe of 16 Ameri-
can dancers who depended on us to 
provide the soul, rhythm, and mel-
ody for all of them as they whirled, 
stomped and clogged around the 
stage in their colorful costumes.
 Once the dancers realized the 
significance of losing their entire 

rhythm section, we offered them a 
choice: twin fiddles (Marty and I) 
or one fiddle (me) and bass (Mar-
ty.)  We asked them to dance to each 
combination and let us know what 
felt best.  “Fiddle and bass!” was the 
choice. Festival organizers provided 
a decent quality student-level 3/4 
size hardwood instrument from the 
Czech republic. Marty worried that 
she’d develop a blister right away on 
her plucking fingers. She’s played 
bass for years, but in the months 
before the festival, focused on fid-
dle.  One acoustic session of pound-
ing out the rhythm confirmed that 
becoming the full-time bass player 
for all the festival gigs was going to 
be a finger buster.  So she grabbed 
one of her bicycling gloves (yes, we 
planned a bicycle trip right after the 
festival in Gannat!) and wore it on 
her plucking hand.  Voila! Michael 
Jackson never dreamed that he was 
modeling wardrobe for an old-time 
string band bass player. Marty wore 
a hole in the glove’s first finger, but 

her own finger remained intact. 
 My adjustments for becoming 
the sole fiddler/melody player for 
the dance group were much less se-
rious, but it might be interesting to 
other fiddlers if I describe them.  I’ve 
played fiddle for contra and square 
dances for over 25 years, and I en-
joy the dynamic between musicians 
and dancers as the energy flows 
from the music to the dancers and 
from the dancers back to the musi-
cians.  It’s similar to what happened 
when I was playing rock and roll and 
country rock, but the volume level is 
much healthier.  But at contra danc-
es, we usually have a piano providing 
rhythm and harmonic depth.  And 
we have a second melody instrument 
as well.  Here in Gannat, France, 
I had to provide the pulse and the 
drive to move all these dancers, cue 
their steps, mark downbeats and still 
give the upbeat/backbeat lift that 
old time music requires.  So quite 
quickly I realized that subtlety and 
finesse would have to be thrown out 
the window in favor of drive, vol-
ume, and push.  It felt at first like I 
was betraying all the important artis-
tic things I’ve learned over my career 
as a fiddler, and thrashing about like 
a cowboy at a rodeo.  But then I re-
alized that we have a long tradition 
in American vernacular music that 
has almost completely died away — 
musicians used to provide music for 
dances and parties, and they did it 
without amplification.  In the early 
20th century, Bob Wills’ family in 
rural Texas would drive for hours 
in horse-drawn wagons to provide 
music for dance parties at places that 
didn’t have electricity.  The Wills 
family tells the story of Bob Wills’ 
first paying dance gig, when he was 
only 10 years old.  His father was 
delayed, and little Bob had to rise to 
the occasion and fiddle for the gath-
ering for several hours. In his case, it 
was the beginning of a long and sto-
ried career in music.  
 So I stopped complaining 
about having to scrape and push 
and figured out ways to simplify the 
tunes, to add rhythmic effects that 
could support the dancers without 
complicating things, and Marty 
and I concentrated on establishing 
a groove above all else.  The dancers 
realized how hard we were working, 
and were quick to praise us or sug-
gest additional options.  
 As the festival progressed, we 
and the dancers found ourselves 
spread incredibly thin, often per-
forming and rehearsing three or four 
times a day. We played for large audi-
ences on the main stage, and smaller 
audiences on trips to nearby towns, 
demonstrations and workshops for 
kids and adults, cabaret performanc-
es, a “barn dance” held in the base-
ment of the cultural center, pub gigs 
with the locals, and more.  During 
two parades, Marty and I both fid-
dled. We were delighted when folks 
cheered for the American banner. 
Lining the streets, people clapped 
along with Turkey in the Straw and 
grooved as we played the Cajun 
Two-Step while the Jubilee dancers 
kicked up their heals. Fortunately, 

everybody was into team building, 
and we developed a sense of commu-
nity and support.  We rarely dropped 
into our beds before midnight and 
didn’t move until breakfast call the 
next day.
 Interestingly, working a fes-
tival like this (12 days and nights) 
meant that we were housed and fed 
at a school dorm.  Meals were caf-
eteria food — heavy on the starch 
and meat, and most vegetables 
were canned.  I think some people 
rebelled, as a few days into the fes-
tival the crew began putting a small 
quantity of lettuce onto a table in 
the cafeteria — but we laughed at 
the irony of leaving behind our in-
credibly healthy and delicious meals 
(and COFFEE!!!) in California and 
traveling to France, only to spend 
12 days eating mostly bad cafeteria 
food.  And instant coffee, which 
they made available from 8 to 10 
AM.
 Along with a group of Native 
American dancers and singers, we 
were housed with performers from 
Columbia, the Canary Islands, 
Argentina, Hungary, Kenya, Ja-
pan, Viet Nam, Serbia, Russia, and 
France. The festival organizers made 
it easy for us to hang out with and 
even perform alongside our peers 
from different cultures.  One af-
ternoon, about six of us gave a per-
formance of American music and 
dance, followed by small groups 
from Argentina and Hungary, each 
offering short and impromptu 
shows. I made friends that day with 
Miguel, an Argentinian bandoneon 
player.  At the end of the festival, as 
Marty and I were tweaking our bi-
cycles in the dorm lobby, about to 
set off for nearby Vichy and our bi-
cycle trip to the storied Loire River, 
Miguel stopped by to wish us well.  
He handed me several pages of sheet 
music he’d written out.  “Here — 
take these, play them, and remem-
ber me.”
 We’ll also especially remem-
ber some French musicians who 

jammed with us, such as fiddler Luc 
Roche. He’s the son of legendary 
Jean Roche who founded the festi-
val 40 years ago. Luc inspires Gan-
nat’s kids and adults to continue the 
music of their ancestors. Another 
local, Bruno Sabalat, spends two 
months each spring traveling in a 
horse-drawn caravan to bring tra-
ditional French music to selected 
provinces. He literally ran to one 
of our cafe performances, arriving 
during our last tune. Still out of 
breath, he grabbed his button ac-
cordion and transformed our rendi-
tion of La Bastringue from lively to 
heavenly. The crowd yelled for us to 
continue, and the dancers raised the 
energy even more. Let’s hear it for 
the power of music to further Lib-
erte, Egalite, Fraternite!

Joe Weed records acoustic music at 
his Highland Studios near Los Ga-
tos, California.  He has released six 
albums of his own, produced many 
projects for independent artists and 
labels, and does sound tracks for 
film, TV and museums. Joe’s com-
position “Hymn to the Big Sky” was 
heard in “The Dust Bowl,” a film 
by Ken Burns, which premiered 
nationally on PBS.  Joe recently 
produced “Pa’s Fiddle,” a collection 
of 19th-century American music 
played by “Pa” Charles Ingalls, fa-
ther of Laura Ingalls Wilder, the 
author of the “Little House on the 
Prairie” book series. Reach Joe by 
calling (408) 353-3353, by email at 
joe@highlandpublishing.com, or by 
visiting joeweed.com.

The Luthier’s Corner
From page A-20

Native Americans were part of the international event, Les Cultures du 
Monde festival in Gannat, France.
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what it should be.  The burners also 
seemed wimpy, compared to the 
stove I had in the old house.  This 
prompted me to make the decision 
to go see my friend Glen, proprietor 
of Motherlode Appliance in Jack-
son.  He gave me a fabulous deal 
on a GE five-burner gas range.  He 
beat the price of the big box store 
down the street and didn’t charge 
me to convert it to propane (big box 
charges $175).  Toss in free delivery, 
set up and haul away of old stove 
and we had a deal.  Gary got to use 
it first and his popcorn was perfect!
 I have been taking advantage 
of the local produce stands in my 
area, particularly Oneto Family 
Farms, located six miles east of 
Jackson at Highway 88 and West 
Clinton Road.  This is an honors 
stand where prices are marked 
and there is a tin bucket in which 
to leave your money.  So far I have 
seen several kinds of squash, okra, 
potatoes, chard, peaches, cucum-
bers, basil and flowers.  Any day 
now the tomatoes will make an 
appearance.  Can’t wait for those!  
With produce this fresh I don’t 
think I will put in a garden; one less 
thing requiring attention when we 
leave town.  The zucchini and the 
cucumbers in the first two recipes 
came from  Oneto’s.
 This first recipe was so good 
that it didn’t even make it to meal 
time.  Between Gary, my daughter 
and her husband and myself, we 
made a pretty good dent in it.  It 
is labeled a casserole but it is very 
much like a quiche.  I had a piece 
for breakfast cold and it was even 
better!  This will definitely have a 
place in my recipe box for a long 
time.

 September - back to school, 
Labor Day, apples, fall leaves, Indi-
an Summer.  It is a time to reflect on 
the new memories we made during 
the summer and ponder what is to 
come for the rest of the year.  Since 
both Gary and I are retired now, 
we usually take our vacations when 
things have quieted down a bit and 
the summer crowds have thinned 
out.  That would be now!  We are 
having fun deciding where to go 
this year.  I have always wanted to 
spend some time on the Feather 
River and do some fishing, so we 
have booked a riverside space over 
on the Gold Highway for the end 
of September.  That will be our base 
camp from which we will take day 
trips to explore the surrounding 
area and hopefully see some fall 
color.  Plumas County is known 
for it’s self-guided “Leaf Peeper” 
tour.  That has been on my bucket 
list for quite some time.  Locals call 
the fall “Awesome Autumn.”  There 
are more than 100 lakes and over a 
million acres of forestland.  With 
only eight people per square mile, 
life moves at an unhurried pace, 
something many of us crave at some 
point during the year.  California is 
such an amazing state in which to 
live.  One could explore for years 
and still not run out of places to see.
 I was excited when Mark Var-
ner announced that he would like 
to have this column include color 
pictures.  I love taking pictures, es-
pecially of food!  My only concern 
is that I have been having some is-
sues with my stove.  I hadn’t done 
much baking since we moved in to 
our new home as it has been pretty 
warm.  I did discover that the oven 
was about 20 degrees lower than 

Meet Me In the Kitchen By Eileen Kleinschmidt

Zucchini Cornbread 
Casserole

4 cups grated zucchini (about 
1 pound--press out excess 
moisture in a colander)

1 onion, chopped
2 eggs, beaten
1 (8.5 ounce box corn muffin 

mix, i.e. Jiffy)
1/4 tsp. salt
1/4 tsp. black pepper
1 cup corn, frozen or fresh
8 ounces sharp cheddar 

cheese, shredded

 Preheat oven to 350 degrees.  
Grease a 2-quart baking dish.
 In a large bowl, mix togeth-
er zucchini, onion, eggs, muffin 
mix, salt, pepper, and corn.  Stir 
in half the cheese.  Spread mix-
ture in prepared dish; top with 
remaining cheese.
 Bake 1 hour.  Let cool 10 
minutes and serve.

Note:  Try adding bacon or sausage 
or green chilies!

 Creamy cucumber salads are 
the perfect side dish for a bar-b-que 
or a picnic.  This is a great recipe 
with many variations.  I would sug-
gest using regular sour cream as op-
posed to low-fat.  The low-fat tends 
to make things a little watery.

Creamy Cucumber Salad

3 cucumbers, peeled, halved 
lengthwise, seeded and 
sliced thin (mandolin!)

1/2 cup thinly sliced red onion
3 Tbsp. cider vinegar
1/2 cup sour cream
3 Tbsp. chopped fresh mint
1 tsp. grated lemon zest
6 radishes, trimmed and 

sliced thin

 Spread cucumber slices in a 
single layer on paper towel-lined 
baking sheet; refrigerate for 20 
minutes.  Combine onion and 
vinegar in bowl and let sit for 20 
minutes.
 Whisk sour cream, sugar, 
and 1/2 tsp. salt together in a 
large bowl.  Stir in cucumbers 
and onion-vinegar mixture, mint, 
lemon zest, and radishes and toss 
to combine.  Season to taste.

Note:  Try substituting dill for the 
mint and lemon zest.

Eileen Kleinschmidt

 Another salad that is great for 
an end-of-summer cookout is Cal-
ifornia Salad.  I love the combina-
tion of all the fresh ripe fruit!

California Salad

1 head leaf lettuce--rinsed, 
dried and torn into bite-size 
pieces (butter lettuce is es-
pecially good!)

1/2 pound fresh strawberries, 
sliced

1/2 pound fresh blueberries
1 mango, peeled, seeded and 

cut into strips
1 cup cherry tomatoes, halved
1/2 cup raisins or cranberries
1/4 cup toasted slivered al-

monds
1/4 cup chopped red onion
4 slices cooked, crumbled ba-

con

 Combine all ingredients 
except bacon together in a sal-
ad bowl.  Cover and refrigerate 
at least 30 minutes but no more 
than 4 hours.  Top with bacon.

 This muffin recipe is delicious 
when you use fresh raspberries, 
but frozen can be substituted.  You 
might want to make a double batch 
because they disappear fast!  (Reci-
pe from Taste of Home)

Lemon/Raspberry 
Streusel Muffins

2 cups all-purpose flour
1/2 cup sugar
2 tsp. baking powder
1/2 tsp. baking soda
1/2 tsp. salt
2 eggs, lightly beaten
1 cup (8 ounces) lemon 

yogurt
1/2 cup vegetable oil
1 tsp. grated lemon peel
1 cup fresh or frozen rasp-

berries
TOPPING:
1/3 cup sugar
1/4 cup all-purpose flour
2 Tbsp. butter

 In a large bowl, combine 
flour, sugar, baking powder, bak-
ing soda and salt.  Combine eggs, 
yogurt, oil and lemon peel; mix 

well.  Stir into dry ingredients just 
until moistened.  Fold in raspber-
ries.  Fill greased or paper-lined 
muffin cups three-fourths full.  
For topping, combine sugar and 
flour.  Cut in butter until mixture 
resembles coarse crumbs; sprin-
kle about 1 tablespoon over each 
muffin.  Bake at 400 degrees for 
18-20 minutes or until muffins 
test done.  Cool in pan.  (Makes 
12)

 This month I went to the Cali-
fornia State Fair where they had an 
interesting exhibit on sweets and 
cooking.  I learned a couple of food 
facts which I would like to pass on 
to you.

Cream of Tartar is a byproduct 
of winemaking!  Crystals form in 
wine casks during the fermenta-
tion of grape juice, or on the corks 
of wine bottles stored in cool tem-
peratures.  It is used to stabilize egg 
whites and whipped cream.  It also 
prevents sugar syrups from crystal-
lizing.
 
Cake Flour has a low protein con-
tent.  The higher protein content of 
other flours make cakes chewy and 
tough to cut.

......Who Knew?

 If you have any questions, 
comments or suggestions about 
food, you can contact me at heye-
ileen@gmail.com.  Be kind to each 
other and I’ll see you in my kitchen 
next month!

“Part of the secret of success in life is 
to eat what you like...”
- Mark Twain

CBA sponsored jam every 1st Wednesday

116 Clement Street, SF

Zucchini Cornbread Casserole. Try adding bacon or green chilies.
Photos: Eileen Kleinschmidt

There’s still plenty of summer left to enjoy a cool cuke salad.
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Top left: GOF honcho 
Eric Burman. Above: the 
Courthouse Ramblers. 
Right: Leslie Abbott 
on the Tweener Stage. 
Left: 27 Strings does an 
acapella number. GOF 
is going strong, thanks 
to the bands who set the 
tone for the event, the 
fun and relaxed atmo-
sphere, volunteers, and, 
of course, the fans!

Our friends.... NCBS Good Old Fasioned Festival 2014 photos by Brenda Hough

By Mark Varner
 The Northern California Bluegrass 
Society put on their big August party at 
Bolado Park in Hollister, and as always, it 
was joyful, laid back and a picker’s delight. 
The intimate festival, which has been go-
ing on longer than many of the attendees 
have been alive, has supported the central 
California bluegrass and old time music 
community with the result of our area be-
ing a hot bed of talent. For many acts this 
is their first festival appearance. For oth-
ers, like Sidesaddle, it’s a long tradition.
Folks start showing up on Thursday to 
find a nice camping spot in the somewhat 
limited shade. Many are volunteers, show-
ing up to get the early work done, but 
most are there to start picking early and to 
enjoy the pleasant atmosphere of the fes-
tival site. It’s lovely country up there near 
Tres Pinos. The weather was just right. So 
Thursday was simply a nice party for us 
early birds.
 Friday the main stage music got start-
ed at 3PM, so my son Marty and I spent 
the earlier part of the day at the Pinnacles 
National Monument. GOF attendees 
that have not made the short drive south 
on Highway 25 should really consider a 
visit to this amazing park. Go early in the 
day and plan on a nice long hike up to the 
caves. It’s hard to believe one is still in Cal-
ifornia.
 But we got back in time for the 
country stylings of Rhythm Roundup. 
The lineup for Friday pretty much said it 
all about this festival: quality and variety. 
The hot new band Steep Ravine was big 
crowd favorites. Red Dog Ash rocked as 
usual and Sidesaddle closed out the eve-
ning. 
I mean this in the best sense, but GOF is 
like a time machine, bluegrass style. I see 
old and dear friends I have not seen in 
years and folks I only find at this festival. 
So great to see long running bands like the 
Courthouse Ramblers and Highway One 
up there on stage. It wouldn’t be GOF 
without the Brookdale Bluegrass Band 
and Stoney Mountain Ramblers. Hous-
ton Jones, Bean Creek, Faux Renwah… 
many more.
 I cannot list all the bands here, but 
no living human could write this arti-
cle without a huge appreciation of the 
Sunday afternoon Kids On Stage per-
formance. The program is run by Regina 
Bartlett. She was kind enough to include 
Marty Varner, eighteen year old KOB 
alumnus as her assistant. So naturally I 
was extra curious about how the program 
is run. Allow me to congratulate Regina 
on an excellent job in every respect. She 
made it fun; she got them to work out 
some great material and made the parents 
proud. The product spoke for the quality 
of the program, because it was extremely 
enjoyable. I know it has become cliché to 
laud the young people on stage as the “fu-
ture of the music” but I’m going to say it 
anyway! 
 Congratulations to the hard working 
organizers, Eric Burman: head-honcho-
for-life, and volunteers at the NCBS’s 
Good Old Fashioned Festival and thanks 
for the great party!
 The NCBS’s Michael Hall said it 
well, “It is great to see all the great blue-
grass talent that has developed in Cali-
fornia. Thanks to everyone for coming 
and making it one of the most successful 
Good Old Fashioned festivals ever! The 
hard-working NCBS volunteers did it 
again!” 

Amaya Rose Dempsey fiddles with Kids On 
Stage assistant, Marty Varner. Marty won the 
Grey Fox college scholarship this year, in part 
due to his long-time involvement with these 
programs for young people to play on stage at 
various festivals.  Amaya Rose has the honor 
of being one of the CBA KOB youth to play at 
IBMA in Raleigh, NC.        

Photos this page: Brenda Hough

Above: Amazing Dr Zarcon’s Breathing Machine bravely opened the show at 9AM on Sunday! 
Below: Max and Griffin Evans accompany young Maybelle Wildflower and mom Daniella Irish.
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BAND GIGS & CONCERTS
September
09/03/2014 - Ed Neff & Friends will 

play at Le Bateau Ivre, 2629 Tele-
graph Ave , Berkeley - For more 
information, call Thomas Cooper 
at or email cooper@lebateauivre.
net or visit http://www.leba-
teauivre.net.

09/05/2014 - Baloney Creek will 
play at Clovis Veterans Memo-
rial Square, 901 Fifth St Park is 
located between the San Joaquin 
College of Law and the Clovis 
Veteran’s Memorial Building near 
Fifth and HughesFor more infor-
mation, call Rob Roy at 559-283-
5941 or email rroy@csufresno.
edu.

09/11/2014 - Laurie Lewis & The 
Right Hands will play at Freight 
& Salvage, 2020 Addison Street, 
Berkeley - For more information, 
call Freight & Salvage at or email 
info@freightandsalvage.org or 
visit http://www.djhamouris.
com/?section=berkeley_dulci-
mer_gathering.

09/12/2014 - High Country will 
play at USS Potomac, 540 Wa-
ter Street - Jack London Square, 
Oakland - Dockside on board the 
Presidential Yacht Potomac For 
more information, call 510-627-
1215 or email usspotomacnews@
gmail.com or visit http://www.
usspotomac.org.

09/12/2014 - Paige Anderson & the 
Fearless Kin will play at Outdoors, 
Main Street, McCloud CA, San 
Francisco - The McCloud Cham-
ber of Commerce welcomes you 
to its Annual McCloud Moun-
tain Bluegrass to be held Friday, 
September 12th and Saturday, 
September 13th in McCloud’s 
Historic District. Free Bluegrass 
Concert, featuring Paige Ander-
son & The Fearless Kin. Co For 
more information, call Lindy Fay 
at 925-324-0898 or email Mc-
CloudChamberEvents@gmail.
com or visit http://mccloud-
mountainbluegrass.com.

09/12/2014 - The T Sisters will play 
at Freight & Salvage, 2020 Addi-
son Street, Berkeley - For more 
information, call Freight & Sal-
vage at or email info@freightand-
salvage.org or visit http://www.
djhamouris.com/?section=berke-
ley_dulcimer_gathering.

09/25/2014 - David Grisman Blue-
grass Experience will play at City 
Winery, 1030 Main St at the 
Napa Valley Opera House, Napa - 
For more information, call or vis-
it http://www.citywinery.com/
napa/.

09/27/2014 - Houston Jones will 
play at Zion Lutheran Church 
Garden, 5201 Park Blvd , Pied-
mont - BBQ Brats, Soft Drinks, 
Beer and Wine are available to 
purchase. This is a benefit concert 
for Zion Lutheran Church. Tick-
ets: http://www.brownpapertick-
ets.com/event/783075 For more 

information, call 510-530-4213 
or visit http://www.houston-
jones.com/schedule.htm.

09/28/2014 - Houston Jones will 
play at Dana Street Roasting 
Company,, 744 West Dana St. , 
Mountain View - Info: 650-390-
9638 For more information, call 
Kathy Pomianek at 650-390-
9638 or visit http://www.danas-
treetroasting.com.

October
10/03/2014 - Ralph Stanley & the 

Clinch Mtn. Boys will play at 
City Winery, 1030 Main St at the 
Napa Valley Opera House, Napa - 
For more information, call or vis-
it http://www.citywinery.com/
napa/.

10/18/2014 - Laurie Lewis & The 
Right Hands will play at Beck-
man Auditorium, Beckman Audi-
torium is located just south of 332 
South Michigan Avenue, south of 
Del Mar Boulevard, in Pasadena, 
California. , Pasadena - For more 
information, call or email folkmu-
sic@caltech.edu or visit http://
folkmusic.caltech.edu/.

10/24/2014 - Druha Trava will play 
at St James Church, 1565 Lincoln 
Ave, San Jose - For more informa-
tion, call .

10/24/2014 - Iris Dement will play 
at Freight & Salvage, 2020 Ad-
dison Street, Berkeley - For more 
information, call Freight & Sal-
vage at or email info@freightand-
salvage.org or visit http://www.
djhamouris.com/?section=berke-
ley_dulcimer_gathering.

10/30/2014 - Bill Evans’ The Banjo 
in America will play at Stanford 
University’s Continuing Stud-
ies Series, Stanford Continuing 
Studies Office 365 Lasuen Street 
Littlefield Center, Garden Level, 
Stanford - For more information, 
call 650-725-2650.

WORKSHOPS & MUSIC 
CAMPS

10/09/2014 - 10/12/2014 Petalu-
ma - Walker Creek Ranch, 1700 
Marshall-Petaluma Road, about 
14 miles South West of Petaluma, 
and 14 miles North West of No-
vato. . This camp is for students 
of all ages who love to play or sing 
Bluegrass, Oldtime & Country 
Music with occasional forays into 
other related styles For more in-
formation or reservations, call In-
grid Noyes at 415-663-1342 (af-
ter 9 a.m. please) or email info@
walkercreekmusiccamp.org or 
visit http://www.walkercreekmu-
siccamp.org.

11/07/2014 - 11/09/2014 Mid-
pines, CA - The Yosemite Bug 
Mountain Resort, . A weekend 
with one band: Concert, Instruc-
tion, Jamming, Fireside Chats, 
Open Mic in a great setting with 
good food and a spa! For more 
information or reservations, call 
Dana Thorin at 6265905177 or 

email bandsesions@yahoo.com 
or visit www.band-sessions.com.

FESTIVALS
September 2014

09/06/2014 – Bluegrass at Lodi 
Lake, Lodi Lake Park, 1101 West 
Turner Rd, 2nd Annual Blue-
grass Festival on the shore of 
the Mokelumne River.  Saturday 
morning workshops.  Performers 
include:  Evie Ladin & Evil Di-
ane; Hatti Craven; Cliff Comp-
ton & Mountain Top; Blame Sal-
ly; Joe Craven and Snap Jackson 
& the Knock on Wood Players.  
For more info contact Jennifer 
Winn at 209-333-6891 or email 
jmarkhamilton@gmail.com or 
visit http://www.bluegrassat-
thelake.com 

09/11/2014 - 09/14/2014 Strawber-
ry Fall Music Festival, Grass Val-
ley - Nevada County Fairgrounds, 
11228 McCourtney Road.  Bands 
Include: The California Honey-
drops; Hot Buttered Rum; Kathy 
Kallick Band; The T Sisters; Hot 
Rize; Steep Ravine; Keith Little 
and the Keith Little Band; The 
Hillbenders; The Jerry Douglas 
Band; Patty Griffin; Nina Gerber 
& Chris Webster; John Jorgenson 
Bluegrass Band and the Good 
Luck Thrift Store Outfit.

09/16/2014 - 09/21/2014 Berkeley 
- Various venues around Berkeley, 
See individual dates and locations 
for performances all around the 
Bay Area. The Berkeley Old Time 
Music Convention is a five day 
music festival featuring perfor-
mances by local and national acts, 
a rollicking square dance, open 
cabaret, and the illustrious string-
band contest in venues through-
out Berkeley. Bands Include: 
Frank George & Kim Johnson 
For more information, call Tom 
Lucas at or visit http://www.
berkeleyoldtimemusic.org/.

09/19/2014 - 09/21/2014 Bluegras-
sin’ in the Foothills, Plymouth 
- Amador County Fairgrounds, 
18621 Sherwood & School 
Streets (Off of Highway 49). 
Bands Include: Next Generation; 
Reno & Harrell; Larry Efaw & 
The Bluegrass Mountaineers; 
Larry Gillis & His West Coast 
Friends; The BladeRunners; 
GrassKickers. For more informa-
tion, call Larry & Sondra Baker 
at (209) 785-4693 or email road-
dog@caltel.com or visit http://
www.landspromotions.com/
plymouthhome.htm.

09/26/2014 - 09/28/2014 KVMR 
Celtic Festival, Grass Valley - Ne-
vada County Fairgrounds, 11228 
McCourtney Rd. . Bands Include: 
The Colleen Raney Band; Man-
ran; Paddy Keenan and Molly’s 
Revenge.  For more information, 
call or visit http://www.kvmrcelt-
icfestival.org/.

October 2014

10/03/2014 - 10/05/2014 Tracy - 
Eagal Lakes Resort, 12 W. Loren-
zen Rd Tracy, CA 95304. Three 
nights of camping with nightly 
jams around the lake by the bon-
fire. One full day of Bluegrass 
music on Saturday from 10a-10p. 
Open mic on Friday night. Food, 
Music, Vendors, Workshops and 
more Bands Include: Rock Ridge 
For more information, call 209-
640-4252 or visit eagallakes.com.

10/03/2014 – 10/05/2014 – Hardly 
Strictly Bluegrass, Golden Gate 
Park – Hellman Hollow, San 
Francisco.  For more info email 
questions@hardlystrictlyblue-
grass.com or visit http://www.
hardlystrictlybluegrass.com 

10/10/2014 – 10/11/2014 – The 
LA Bluegrass Situation, Theatre 
at Ace Hotel, 929 S Broadway in 
downtown LA, bands include:  
Rhiannon Giddens; Josh Ritters; 
Willie Watson; Lord Huron; 
Blind Pilot; Shakey Graves and 
Langhorne Slim.  For more info 
email info@thebluegrassituation 
or visit http://www.thebluegrass-
situation.com/festival 

December 2014
12/12/2014 - 12/13/2014 Brook-

dale Bluegrass Winter Festival 
in Pescadero - Costanoa Lodge, 
Highway 1 - 25 miles north of 
Santa Cruz. Bands Include: To 
be announced at a later date For 
more information, call or visit 
http://www.Brookdalebluegrass.
com.

REGULAR GIGS
If there are additions, updates or 
deletions to the regular perfor-
mances please email candy.spon-
haltz@gmail.com for changes to 
the calendar listings, both in the 
Breakdown and online.

Albatross Pub, Whiskey Brothers 
on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays, 
1822 San Pablo Ave, 2 blocks 
north of University Ave, Berke-
ley:For more information visit 
http://www.albatrosspub.com. 

Amnesia every Monday, 853 Valencia 
St, between 19th and 20th, San 
Francisco. For more information, 
call 415-970-0012 or visit http://
amnesiathebar.com

1st Monday: Front Country
2nd Monday: Toshio Hirano
3rd Monday: Windy Hill
4th Monday: The Earl Brothers

Atlas Café, 3049 20th Street (at 
Alabama), San Francisco. For 
more information, call JimBo 
Trout at 415-648-1047 or email 
jimbotrout@gmail.com or visit 
http://www.atlascafe.net.

Every Saturday:Craig Ventresco & 
Meredith Axelrod

Pacifica Moose Lodge every 4th 
Friday: The Dim Lights at 776 
Bradford Way, 94044, Pacifica, 
from 6:30 to 9 p.m.. Great, cheap 
food & drinks. All ages welcome! 
For more information, call Vicki 
Frankel at 650 740-0181 or email 
vicki.frankel@gmail.com

Rough & Ready Grange Hall every 
Sunday: The Fruit Jar Pickers, 
Rough & Ready Highway about 
five miles west of Grass Valley in  
Rough & Ready:For more infor-
mation, call 530-272-4320 or vis-
it www.roughandreadychamber.
com. 

Sam’s BBQ every Tuesday & 
Wednesday, 1110 S Bascom Ave, 
San Jose: For more information 
email sam@samsbbq.com or visit 
http://www.samsbbq.com.

1st Tuesday: Bean Creek
1st and 3rd Wednesday: Sidesaddle
2nd Tuesday: Carolina Special
2nd Wednesday: Dark Hollow
3rd Tuesday: Cabin Fever
4th Tuesday: Windy Hill
4th Wednesday: Loganville

San Gregorio General Store, High-
way 84 and Stage Road, San Gre-
gorio:For more information, call 
or visit http://www.sangregorio-
store.com/.

2nd Saturday: Harmony Grits
3rd Sunday: The Circle R Boys

The Liberty Café; Karen Celia Heil, 
many times with a guest, plays 
Old~Time songs and tunes, one 
Friday per month at The Liberty 
Cafe, 410 Cortland Ave, down-
town Bernal Heights, San Francis-
co. Exact Friday to be announced 
on oldtimesf. Located in the cot-
tage behind the main restaurant, 
7:00 to 9:00 PM; full Cafe menu 
available. 410 Cortland Ave. 
SF, CA 94110 | 415.695.8777 
http://www.thelibertycafe.com

The Station Grill every Saturday, 
Dusty Shoes Gospel Band, 170 
W Grand Ave, Grover Beach.  For 
more information, call (805) 489-
3030 or visit http://dustyshoes-
bluegrassgospelband.org/.

The Sand Dollar Restaurant, 3458 
Shoreline Highway, Stinson 
Beach at noon every Sunday with 
Jimbo Trout & The Fishpeople, 
Savannah Blu, Ed Neff Trio, Dark 
Hollow and Robert Hart Trio:-
For more information, call 415-
868-0434 or visit http://www.
strinsonbeachrestaurant.com.

Willowbrook Ale House every 
Thursday, 3600 Petaluma Blvd N, 
Petaluma a weekly gig featuring 
three life time CBA honorees. 
Usually it is Blue & Lonesome 
personnel, sometimes we have 

Continued on A-25

www.cbaontheweb.org
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audience participation. Some-
times we call the band Ed Neff 
and Friends. We have stellar sit ins 
when a regular member cannot 
make it For more information or 
reservations, call Ed Neff at 707-
778-8175 or email ed@edneff.
com or visit edneff.com. For more 
information, call (707) 775-4232.

JAM SESSIONS
If there are additions, deletions or 
changes to the jam information 
please email candy.sponhaltz@gmail.
com for them to be noted in the 
Breakdown and the online calendar.

SUNDAY
Altadena: Coffee Gallery Backstage, 

2029 North Lake Blvd.. 2nd Sun-
day of the month Coffee Gallery 
Backstage, 2029 N. Lake, Altade-
na 91001 12:30 to 3:30 Contact 
David Naiditch at davidnaid-
itch@charter.net or call (626) 
794-2424 or visit http://www.
coffeegallery.com.  

Arroyo Grande: The Central Coast 
Fiddlers on the 2nd Sundays at 
South County Regional Center, 
800 West Branch Street, contact 
Mike Morgan at 805-837-2238.

Berkeley: Freight & Salvage, 2020 
Addison Street. 1st and 3rd Sun-
days at 2 p.m., Beyond Bluegrass 
Slow Jam with Ran Bush.  For 
more information or reservations, 
call Ran Bush at 510-525-8156 
or email ranbush@gmail.com or 
visit www.freightandsalvage.org 
or http://freightandsalvage.org/
beyond-bluegrass-slow-jam-ran-
bush

Berkeley: Freight & Salvage, 2020 
Addison St, 2nd and 4th Sundays 
at 2 p.m., Bluegrass Slow Jam with 
Ran Bush, http://freightandsal-
vage.org/beyond-bluegrass-slow-
jam-ran-bush

Boulder Creek: United Methodist 
Church, 2nd Sundays at 2 p.m., 
for more info call 831-423-5214.

Castro Valley: Cafe 4 Coffee Shop 
at 3 Crosses Church, 20600 John 
Drive. Cafe is inside the church, 
Every First Sunday, Mostly Gos-
pel Bluegrass Jam in the Cafe 4 
Coffee house at 3 Crosses Church 
For more information or reserva-
tions, call Rich & Debra Ferguson 
at 510-219-7752.

Castro Valley: United Methodist 
Church, 19806 Wisteria St., 4th 
Sunday California Old Time Fid-
dlers Association jam at 1:30 p.m. 
For more information or reserva-
tions, call 510-278-7180 or visit 
http://www.csotfa9.org. 

Columbia: Columbia Kate’s 
Teahouse, 22727 Columbia St. 
Every 2nd Sunday Irish jam from 
2 to 6 p.m For more information 
or reservations call 209-532-1885

Columbia: Jack Douglass Saloon, 
22718 Main Street. Every 2nd 
Sunday from 2 to 6 p.m. For more 
information or reservations call 
T Drohan at 209-533-4176 or 
call 209.532-1885 or visit http://
www.jackdouglass-saloon.com. 

Cotati:  Redwood Café, 8240 Old 
Redwood Highway, 4th Sunday 
from 4 to 6 p.m., for info con-

tact Chris Carney at knccarney@
yahoo.com or Janette Duncan 
at jdfiddler@yahoo.com or visit 
http://222.redwoodcafecotati.
com . 

Coulterville: The Magnolia Saloon, 
5001 Main Street at the corner 
of Highway 49 and Route 132 on 
the way to Yosemite. The Magno-
lia Saloon, a part of the Hotel Jef-
fery, is the oldest working saloon 
in California, complete with the 
original “bat wing” doors and is 
one of only a few saloons to still 
have them. For more information 
or reservations, call 209-878-
0461 or visit http://www.hotel-
jeffery.com/. 

Encino: Encino Park, CTMS Center 
for Folk Music 16933 Ventura 
Blvd. Jamming inside the CTMS 
Folk Center, out in front of the 
Center For more information or 
reservations, call Jeff at 310-390-
4391.

Fairfax: The Sleeping Lady, Tradi-
tional Irish Music Jam, 1st Sun-
days, 23 Broadway, Fairfax, at 
2:30 p.m., visit http://sleepingla-
dyfairfax.com/home

Folsom:  Lockdown Brewing Com-
pany, 718 Sutter St, (Upstairs), 
2nd Sunday of each month from 
3 to 6 p.m.  For more information 
call 916-358-9645, email info@
lockdownbrewingcompany.com 
or visit http://www.lockdown-
brewingcompany.com 

Folsom: Mount Olive Lutheran 
Church, 320 Montrose, Folsom 
on every 5th Sunday from 1 to 3 
p.m., call 916-985-2984.  www.
mountolive.oc 

Fresno: Brooks Ranch Restaurant, 
4131 S Chestnut Ave at Highway 
99. California State Old Time 
Fiddlers, District 2. Jams on the 
second Sunday of every month 
at 2 p.m. Acoustic instruments 
welcome. For more information 
or reservations, call Lynda Eman-
uels at 559-924-1766 or 559-589-
4100 or email semanuels@com-
cast.net. 

La Grange: LaGrange Saloon and 
Grill, 30048 Yosemite Blvd La 
Grange, CA 95329. Old time jam 
on the 4th Sunday of the month 
For more information or reserva-
tions, call 209-853-2114.

Livermore:  “Full Speed” Jam at the 
Community Living Center, 4951 
Arroyo Rd, Building 90, Veterans 
Affairs, Sunday at 4:30 p.m.

Madera Ranchos: Madera Ranchos 
Cafe, 37193 Avenue 12. This jam 
is the first Sunday of each month 
from 3 - 5 PM This jam is most-
ly old time and Celtic music. 1st 
hr slow jam, then full speed. For 
more information or reservations, 
call Kelly O’Neill at 559-283-
6093 or email kelly@kellyoneil-
lappraisals.com.

Nevada City: National Hotel, 211 
Broad Street. Old time jam, 1st 
Sunday of the month from 1 to 
4 p.m.  For more information or 
reservations, call 530-575-8766.

Nipomo:  Nipomo Presbyterian 
Church, Thompson/Los Berros 
Road, just east of the Rt. 101 
exit.  First Sunday of each month, 
at 5:30 PM.  In the Community 

Room, comfy chairs available, 
bring a music stand and music.  
For more information:  contact 
captainc@slonet.org

Nipomo: SLO Down Pub, 1200 E. 
Grand Ave. (at Briscoe). Bluegrass 
Jam 5:30 to 8:30 pm. For more 
information or reservations, call 
Roger Siminoff at 805-474-4876 
or email siminoff@siminoff.com.

Nipomo: South County Regional 
Center, 800 West Branch Street. 
For more information or reserva-
tions, call Mike Morgan at 805-
837-2238.

Orangevale: Orangevale Grange 
Hall, 5805 Walnut Ave. 2nd Sun-
day jam beginning at 1 to 5 p.m. 
Desserts available at the snack bar. 
Donations accepted.  Hosted by 
California State Old Time Fid-
dlers’ Association, District 5.  For 
more information call 916-723-
2314 or email carsp78@aol.com  
or visit http://www://csotfa5.
com 

Oroville: 4th Sunday of the month at 
the Feather River Senior Citizens, 
1335 Myers Street, Oroville, from 
2 to 5 p.m., public welcome, no 
admission, food and drink avail-
able potluck style.  For more info 
contact Jimi Beeler at 925-282-
3205 or email Zeke Walker at 
zeke103@digitalpath.net. 

Palo Cedro:  Millville Grange Hall 
in Palo Cedro 22037 Old For-
ty-four Drive, 4th Sundays from 2 
to 4 p.m., old time fiddle concert 
and after the concert an open mic.

Paso Robles: Old Carnegie Library, 
City Park, between 11th and 
12th streets, Spring and Pine.. 
Open acoustic jam -- all levels of 
ability welcome, we range from 
rank beginners to accomplished 
professionals, and try to have 
something for everyone. For more 
information or reservations, call 
or visit http://www.folkjam.org/
recurring-jam/us/ca/paso-ro-
bles/carnegie-haul.  

Redding: St. James Lutheran Church 
2500 Shasta View Drive 1st Sun-
days:   Workshop & Jam Session 
1:00PM to 4:30 PM, Free Old 
Time Fiddle Concert at 2:00PM, 
Open Mic (after the concert 

Sacramento: New Helvetia Brew-
ery, 1730 Broadway, Sacramento 
from 3 to 5 p.m., on the 3rd Sun-
day, call 916-469-9889.  Led by 
Acoustic Edge. 

San Francisco: Progressive Grounds 
Coffee Shop, Progressive 
Grounds SF on 400 courtland 
Ave. Old time jam 2nd and 4th 
Sundays at 3 p.m. For more infor-
mation or reservations email larr-
ythe241@yahoo.com. 

San Francisco: The Lucky Horseshoe, 
453 Cortland Ave. Bluegrass jam 
every Sunday at 4 p.m. For more 
information or reservations, visit 
http://admin.cbaontheweb.org/
admin/calendar/Event.aspx or 
http://www.theluckyhorseshoe-
bar.com. 

San Jose: Hoover Middle School, 
1635 Park Ave. Santa Clara Val-
ley Fiddlers Association Jam ses-
sion, 1 to 5 pm on 1st Sunday of 
every month. $6 members, $8 
non-members, children 17 and 

under are free.  For more informa-
tion call Richard Brooks at 650-
328-3939 or visit http://www.
fiddlers.org. 

Santa Cruz: Ocean View Park, 
Oceanview Park at 102 Ocean 
View Ave. (Ocean View Ave is off 
Broadway between Ocean St. and 
Branciforte.). A bluegrass and old 
time jam on the 4th Sunday of ev-
ery month. This jam has three sep-
arate circles: slow jam, advanced 
bluegrass jam, old time jam. Please 
go to http://groups.google.com/
group/santacruzjam for more in-
formation! For more information 
or reservations, call Jessica Evans 
at 831-359-1864 or email santa-
cruzjam@googlegroups.com  or 
visit http://groups.google.com/
group/santacruzjam. 

Sebastopol: Sebastopol Christian 
Church, 7433 Bodega Avenue 
Corner of Bodega & Jewell Ave.  
Fourth Sunday gospel jam at 2 
p.m. For more information or res-
ervations, call 707-824-1960.

Sunnyvale: Sunnyvale Community 
Center, Heritage Building Sunny-
vale Community Center 550 
East Remington Drive. 3rd Sun-
day each month from 1 to 5 p.m. 
1-1:30 p.m. is orientation and 
tuning. Facility charge of $5 per 
person. Parents or guardian must 
accompany anyone under 18 
years, participants must sign a lia-
bility waiver to join. This is not an 
“open mic” or audience for solo 
performers, it’s for people who 
want to play and sing together 
in the bluegrass style. Traditional 
bluegrass sound is made up of vo-
cals, guitar, 5-string banjo, man-
dolin and upright bass; and some-
times the fiddle and dobro. Other 
acoustic instruments are subject 
to leader approval. No electrified 
or amplified instruments can join 
without permission from the 
leader. No musical instruction is 
provided. Participants must know 
how to tune their instruments 
and have basic playing ability. 

West Hills, San Fernando Valley: 
BASC’s 4th Sunday of the month 
jam: West Valley Music Center, 
24424 Vanowen St., West Hills. 
Ca.91307 *** Phone: 818-992-
4142

Woodbridge: The Woodbridge 
Grange, 1074 Academy St. Youth 
acoustic music jam held every 2nd 
Sunday of the month from 2 to 4 
p.m. For more information or res-
ervations, call David Voytek at or 
email davidvoytek@gmail.com.

MONDAY
Bakersfield: Rusty’s Pizza, 5430 Ol-

ive Drive (in the Von’s Center). 
For more information or reser-
vations, call Kelvin Gregory at 
661-392-7973 or 661-428-7044 
or email kelvin@gregspetro.com. 
Alternate contact: S. C. “Slim” 
Sims slim1070@msn.com 760-
762-6828

Culver City: Industry Cafe & Jazz, 
6039 Washington Blvd. The New 
Westside Jam, 7:30 til dawn.  For 
more information or reservations, 
call Jeff Fleck at 310-390-4391 or 
email jfleck47@ca.rr.com 

Oakland: Baja Taqueria, Baja Taque-
ria, 4070 Piedmont Ave. (near 
41st Street), Oakland, CA. Ev-
ery Monday, jam hosted by Tom 
Lucas For more information 
or reservations, call Joe How-
ton at 510-547-2252 or email 
TRman2323@aol.com  or visit 
http://sfbluegrass.org/php/taco-
jam.html. 

Oakland: Stork Club, 2330 Tele-
graph Avenue. Open jam at the 
Stork Club! 2 rooms for jam-
ming, open late. For more infor-
mation or reservations, call Josh 
Jakus at 510-444-6174 or email 
joshjakus@gmail.com  or visit 
www.storkcluboakland.com .

Oroville: Bolt Tool Museum, 1650 
Broderick Street. Instruction and 
shared music time aim to en-
courage musicians to perform in 
groups. For more information or 
reservations, call 530-282-3205.

Palo Alto: Fandango’s Pizza, 3163 
Middlefield at Loma Verde. Old 
time bluegrass jam every Monday 
For more information or reserva-
tions, call 650-494-2928 or visit 
http://www.showman.org/jams/
oti/index.htm or http://www.
fandang opizza .com/fandan-
go%20bluegrass.htm

San Francisco: Amnesia , 853 Valen-
cia St. (between 19th & 20th). 
2nd and 4th Mondays at 6:30 
p.m. - The Pick Jam - precedes 
the Bluegrass Monday Show For 
more information or reserva-
tions, call (415) 970-0012 or visit 
http://thepicksf.com/. 

TUESDAY
Berkeley: Berkeley Fellowship of 

Unitarian Universalists (BFUU) 
, 1606 Bonita Ave. at Cedar St. 
in North Berkeley. We play Blue-
grass standards kinda slow, sup-
port each others’ learning, and 
have some laughs. My job is to act 
as the Jam Lifeguard when songs 
start to unravel, and do some 
coaching. Email me if you have 
questions. For more information 
or reservations, call Ran Bush at 
or email ranbush@gmail.com.

Dublin: Dublin Heritage Center, 
6600 Donlon Way in the old 
Murray Schoolhouse. Jam Session 
from 7 to 9 p.m. on the 2nd and 
4th Tuesday of every month. For 
more information or reservations, 
call 925-452-2100.

Merced:  The Coffee Bandits, 309 
W Main St, 1st Tuesday of each 
month, bluegrass, old time, 
Americana jam.  For more info 
call 209-383-1200 or Marc Alvira 
at 209-658-3852.

Modesto: Queen Bean Coffee 
House, 1126 14th Street. 2nd & 
4th Tuesday of EVERY month, 
7 to 9 p.m. Flavor of music is 
bluegrass, gospel, fiddle-tunes, 
old-time and traditional country. 
Hosted by Rainy Escobar For 
more information or reservations, 
call Rainy Escobar at 209-989-
9282 or email InamMec@aol.
com. 

Paso Robles: Oak Creek Commons, 
635 Nicklaus Drive. We meet in 

Continued on A-26

From Page A-24



A-26 Bluegrass Breakdown September 2014

CBA Calendar of Upcoming Music Events
the common room in the com-
mon building at the center of the 
complex. Bring an instrument 
and join in! 

San Francisco:  Durty Nelly’s, 2328 
Irving Street between 24th and 
25th Avenues, 1st, 3rd and 5th 
Tuesdays from 7 to 10 p.m., for 
more info contact Dinah Stroe at 
dinahbeatrice@gmail.com. 

San Francisco: SoCha Cafe, 3235 
Mission St. Fiddle tunes jam on 
second Tuesdays For more in-
formation or reservations, call or 
visit http://www.myspace.com/
sfmissionfiddletunes.

Santa Clara: Santa Clara Train De-
pot, 1005 Railroad Ave. 4th Tues-
day from 6 to 9 p.m. For more 
information or reservations, call 
(408) 243-3969 or visit http://
www.scbs.org/.

Santa Maria: La Maria Trailer Park, 
1701 S Thornburg, (When you 
turn in off Thornburg, go right 
and follow on around to a little 
right turn in the street, go to the 
left and you can see the club house 
on the left.) If you are a musician 
[string instruments (violin/fiddle, 
guitar, mandolin, bass, banjo, ti-
ple, ukulele), accordion, harmon-
ica and want to participate, please 
come join us for jamming.

Seaside: Seaside High School, Sea-
side High School Music Building 
2200 Noche Buena Ave.. Blue-
grass jam. 2nd and 4th Tuesday 
of the month. 7:00 - 9:30 PM For 
more information or reservations, 
call Chuck Hurd at 831-656-
9790 or email chuckhurdley@
comcast.net.

Sebastopol: Subud Hall, 234 
Hutchins Ave off Highway 116 
on the south side of town near 
The Aubergine. Regular jam on 
the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each 
month. For more information or 
reservations email Dave Carlson 
at davidcarlson62@hotmail.com 

Ventura : Milano’s Italian Restaurant, 
1559 Spinnaker Drive Ste 100. 
For more information or reser-
vations, call (805) 658-0388 or 
email michaelrubin1@earthlink.
net or visit http://home.earth-
link.net/~generubinaudio/.

WEDNESDAY
Atascadero: Last Stage West, 15050 

Morro Road - located on Hwy 41 
halfway between Atascadero and 
Morro Bay.  From 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m. on the 2nd and 4th Wedes-
days.  For more information call 
Bern Singsen at (805) 595-1970.

Berkeley:  The Joint, t 2628 Tele-
graph Ave, In Harmony’s Way 
– monthly singing session, no 
charge, for more info visit http://
www.inharmoneysway.com 

Chico: Acoustic College, 932 West 
8th Ave, suite A. Bring your blue-
grass instruments and song/tune 
suggestions, and take advantage 
of this opportunity to both meet 
and play with other bluegrass 
players For more information or 
reservations or email myersjj@
gmail.com. 

El Cerrito: El Cerrito Music Works 

(upstairs), 11225 San Pablo Ave, 
El Cerrito, at 6:30 p.m.

Folsom: Nicholson’s MusiCafe, 632 
E Bidwell, Foldsom from 6 to 9 
p.m., call 916-384-3020.  Open 
mic inside, jam outside.

Lompoc: Southside Coffee Co, 105 
S. “H” Street. 7 to 9 p.m.  For 
more information or reservations, 
call Bill at 805-736-8241.

Loomis: The Train Depot, 5775 
Horseshoe Bar Road. Bluegrass 
jam from 5 to 8 pm on the 1st and 
3rd Wednedays of every month. 
Pickers of all grades and listeners 
are welcome. For more informa-
tion or reservations, call Terry or 
Betty Crouson at 530-885-6871.

Martinez: Alameda Arts & Wine 
Fair, 707 Marina Vista Martinez, 
CA 94553. 4th Wednesdays, 
hosted by Bruce Campbell and 
Red Rick Horlick from 7 to 10 
p.m., with sign up at 6:30 p.m. 
The house band, led by Bruce 
Campbell, will be there to back 
up any pickers and singers. Are 
you a bluegrass musician that 
hasn’t hit the big time yet? Then, 
come on down to Armando’s and 
get on stage with some of the hot-
test bluegrass players in the Bay 
Area. Are you a bluegrass fan? 3 
hours of music for $3! For more 
information or reservations, call 
Eloise Cotton at 925-229-1989 
or visit www.armandosmartinez.
com. 

Oakhurst: Yosemite Fruit & Nut, 
40879 Hwy 41, Suite 1D,  Open 
mic every Wednesday from 7 to 
9 p.m., sign up at 6:30.  For more 
info call 559-692-2288.

Palo Alto: Fandango Pizza, 3163 
Middlefield Rd, Palo Alto, for 
more info visit http://www.fan-
dangopizza.com/Fandango%20
bluegrass.htm

Petaluma: Aqus Cafe, 189 H Street 
. 4th Wednesday Bluegrass and 
Old Time open jam from 7 to 9 
p.m. For more information or res-
ervations, call 707.778.6060 or 
visit http://www.aquscafe.com. 

San Francisco: Plough and Stars, 116 
Clement St. (between 2nd & 3rd 
Ave.) . Jam hosted by Jeanie & 
Chuck Poling For more infor-
mation or reservations, call 415-
751-1122 or visit http://www.
theploughandstars.com. 

Santa Barbara: The Glendessary Jam 
(old time music) meets every 
Wednesday at Alice Keck Park 
(summers) and indoors (winter) 
on Glendessary Lane, starting at 
5:30 pm. 

Santa Clara:  The Coleman Still, 
1240 Coleman Ave, 6:30 to 9:30 
p.m., 1st and 3rd Wednesdays, 
bluegrass and old-time session 
hosted by AmeriCeltic and the 
CBA, contact Duane Campbell 
at dcfiddles@gmail.com

Scotts Valley - Coffee Catz, this is 
an invitational bluegrass jam, 
patterned after the Taco Jam that 
is held in Oakland. If you are in-
terested, please send an email to 
Steve Rosen ( steverosen@polar-
light.com ) to request a spot on 
the list. For more information or 
reservations, call Steve Rosen at 
831-566-6828 or email steveros-

en@polarlight.com or visit 
http://www.TheJavaJam.com.

Sonora: Christopher’s Ristorante 
Italiano, Christopher’s Ristorante 
Italiano 160 Washington Street 
in the historic Sonora Inn . Uku-
lele jam 2nd Wednesday of every 
month at 6 p.m. For more infor-
mation or reservations, call 209 
533 2600.

Vacaville: Vacaville Winestyles, Va-
caville Winestyles 11-B Town 
Square Place Vacaville, CA 95688 
. Regular Jam, 3rd Wednesday of 
each month, from 7 to 9:00 pm 
Jam is intermediate and above. 
Each participant needs to be able 
to lead three songs For more in-
formation or reservations, call 
John Erwin at (707) 447-9463 or 
visit http://www.winestyles.net. 

Vacaville:  McBride Senior Center, 
91 Town Square Place, 1st and 
3rd Wednesday from 6 to 9 p.m..  
For more information call 707-
724-8002.

Woodbridge: Bluegrass jam at The 
Woodbridge Grange, 1074 
Academy St. in Woodbridge 2nd 
Wednesday from 7 to 9 p.m.  For 
more information or reserva-
tions, email Tim Christensen at 
christensent@rocketmail.com or 
visit http://www.woodbridge-
grange482.org 

Woodbridge: Starry Night Open 
Mic Showcase at The Wood-
bridge Grange, 1074 Academy St 
in Woodbridge. For more infor-
mation or reservations email Tim 
Christensen at christensent@
rocketmail.com  or visit http://
www.woodbridgegrange482.org 

THURSDAY
Berkeley: 5th String Music-Berkeley, 

3051 Adeline Street. For more 
information or reservations, call 
Emery Barter at or visit http://
www.5thStringBerkeley.com. 

Chico: Cafe Flo, 365 E 6th St. This 
is not a bluegrass jam, as I under-
stand it, but allow participants to 
jam with others to basic chord 
progressions For more informa-
tion or reservations, call or visit 
lifeatflo.weebly.com. 

Corte Madera: Marin Lutheran 
Church, Marin Lutheran Church 
649 Meadowsweet . Bluegrass jam 
1st and 3rd Thursday 7:30 to 10 
p.m. For more information or res-
ervations email emily@emilyrid-
dell.com  or visit uimfamilyminis-
try@earthlink.net. 

Fairfax: Café Amsterdam, 23 Broad-
way, Fairfax, 3rd Thursdays, for 
more info call 415-256-8020 or 
visit http://www.cafeamsterdam-
live.com. 

Folsom: Landmark Baptist Church, 
609 Figureroa, Folsom, 1st and 
3rd Thursday from 6 to 9 p.m.  
For more information call 916-
990-0719.  New pickers welcome!

Morgan Hill: Morgan Hill Grange 
Hall, 40 East 4th St. 1st, 2nd and 
4th Thursday night jam. For more 
information or reservations, call 
Tim Edes at (408) 779-5456 or 
email larryphegley@gmail.com, 
rsimunic@hotmail.com  or visit 
http://www.cbaontheweb.org. 

Murphys: Figaro’s Pizza, 164 E High-

way 4 Murphys, California (next 
to Murphys Suites Hotel). Blue-
grass and acoustic jam on the 1st 
and 3rd Thursdays from 6 to 9 
p.m. at the Growler Craft Brew-
ery aka Figaro’s Pizza For more 
information or reservations, call 
209-728-1162.

Napa: Napa Jam, Pizza Hut - 3510 
Jefferson St., Napa, Ca. Bluegrass 
and Fiddle Jam Session every 
Thursday night (except holidays) 
from 7 pm to 9:30 pm in Napa. 
Please call for details. For more 
information or reservations email 
powderdan@comcast.net. 

Oakland: Niebyl Proctor Library, 
6501 Telegraph Ave near Alca-
traz, old time session from 7:30 
to 10 P.m. on the 1st, 3rd and 5th 
Thursdays.

Redwood City: Caffé Sportivo, 965 
Brewster Avenue. This coffee bar 
has a large, open room and wel-
come atmosphere for pickers and 
music fans alike. Come for the 
coffee, stay for the jam! For more 
information or reservations, call 
Mark Huisman at or email mark_
huisman@yahoo.com.

Roseville: The Strum Shop, 408 Ros-
eville Square, 4th Thursday of each 
month from 6 to 9 p.m.   For more 
information call 916-787-8786 or 
email stu@thestrumshop.com  or 
visit www.thestrumshop.com/
community/bluegrass-jam. New 
pickers welcome. 

Sacramento:  2nd & 5th Thursdays, 
600 - 900 PM, bluegrass jam at 
various Sacramento area homes. 
Call John at 916-990-0719 or 
Ron at 916-988-8062 for loca-
tion. New pickers welcome.!

Sacramento: Old Ironsides, 1901 
10th Street. For more informa-
tion or reservations, call 916-443-
9751.

Sacramento: 5th String Music, 3184 
N St, Sacramento from 7 to 10 
p.m., for more info call 916-442-
8282.

San Francisco: Atlas Cafe, 3049 20th 
Street (at Alabama) San Francis-
co. All acoustic string band jam 
For more information or reser-
vations, call JimBo Trout at 415-
648-1047 or email jimbotrout@
gmail.com  or visit http://www.
atlascafe.net.  

San Luis Obispo: Linnaea’s, 1110 
Garden Street, every third Thurs-
day of the month. Starts at 6:30 til 
about 9. Come join in, play, listen, 
learn and hang out with music 
and food at Linnaea’s Cafe. For 
more information or reservations, 
call 805-541-5888 or visit http://
www.linnaeas.com/.

FRIDAY
Hanford: Yarnall’s Pizza - back room, 

820 W Lacey blvd. Hanford, CA. 
All are welcome! Young and old. 
This is a regular jam of mostly old 
time fiddlers. For more informa-
tion or reservations, call Stacey 
Snodgrass at 1 (559) 836-0068 or 
email ssnodgrass@gmail.com, vis-
it http://www.yarnalpizzeria.com 

Jamestown: Smoke Cafe, 18191 
Main St Jamestown . Jamestown 
Jam at 7 p.m. For more informa-
tion or reservations, call 209-984-
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Placerville: Main Street Music, 263 
Main Street at the corner of Cen-
ter. For more information or res-
ervations, call 530-622-1357.

Sonora: Mi Pueblo Restaurant, 126 
S Washington St. Down the steps 
and next to the creek, held 2nd 
and 4th Fridays unless there is a 
major bluegrass event that day. 
For more information or reser-
vations email billschneiderman@
gmail.com. 

Jamestown: Smoke Cafe, 18191 
Main St Jamestown . Jamestown 
Jam 2nd and 4th Friday at 7 p.m. 
For more information or reserva-
tions, call 209-984-3733 or email 
mandobill@att.net. 

SATURDAY
Angel’s Camp: Mercantile, 1267 S. 

Main Street.  Open mic from 6:30 
to 9:00 p.m. every 2nd and 4th 
Saturday.  For info call 209-890-
7155 or contact Michael Borba at 
wrkhrse1@gmail.com. 

Arroyo Grande: Lightning Joe’s 
Guitar Heaven, 100 East Branch 
Street in the Historic Village, just 
off Highway 101 at Grand Ave.  
From 1 to 4 p.m.,  Bluegrass, old 
time, old grass, originals, country, 
newgrass. We will explore tunes 
with an emphasis on on working 
them up to speed, understanding 
the forms and allowing the players 
to find a place to shine. Plenty of 
stools but bring music stands. For 
more information or reservations, 
call 805-481-2226.

Chico: ACOUSTIC MUSIC JAM 
at the Centerville School House 
(formerly at Cafe Flo), from 
1:00pm to 4pm, led by Robert 
Catalano.  All kinds of acoustic 
music welcome, so bring a song or 
tune you’d like to share with other 
musicians, bring an instrument, 
or just plan to sing along. Ongo-
ing, second Saturdays. For direc-
tions and more information, call 
Robert at 343-9379. 

Chico: CAFE FLO, 365 E. 6th 
Street, Chico, from 1PM to 4PM. 
All bluegrass pickers and listen-
ers welcome!  Plan to have lunch 
at Flo, or a beverage any time, 
to support owner & music lover 
Mark Watts and his employees, 
who will be allowing us to gather 
there for our bluegrass jams. There 
will be a cost of $2 per person at 
this and future jams. Ongoing, 
every 4th Saturday. Hope to see 
you there!  Call 530-894-1449, or 
email lucyinchico@hotmail.com 

Chico: Upper Crust Bakery, 130 
Main Street. Folk Music Jam, 1st 
Saturday of every month. Call 
for more details. For more infor-
mation or reservations, call Steve 
Johnson at 530-345-4128.

Citrus Heights: Round Table Pizza, 
7867 Lichen Dr. from 12 noon to 
5 p.m.  For more information call 
530-409-4012.

Crowley Lake: McGee Creek Lodge, 
12 miles south of Mammoth 
Lakes and 20miles north of 
Bishop. Take 395 to the McGee 
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Creek Exit. First place on the left.. 
Open jam for pros to beginners! 
For more information or reser-
vations, call Jeff Meadway at 760 
914 1089 or email meadwayjeff@
yahoo.com

Dublin: Dublin Heritage Center, 
Old St. Raymond’s Church 6600 
Donlon Way. Slow/practice Jam 
Session from 1 to 4 pm on the 2nd 
and 4th Saturday of every month. 
For more information or reserva-
tions, call 925-452-2100.

Fremont: Mission Pizza & Pub, 1572 
Washington Blvd., Fremont, CA 
Washington Blvd Exit Off 680 
Between 680 and Paseo Padre 
Parkway. For more information 
or reservations, call Phil Willis at 
510-651-6858/510-574-1880 or 
email info@missionpizza.com  or 
visit http://www.missionpizza.
com 

Lafayette: Lamorinda Bluegrass & 
Old Time Music Jam 1st Saturdays 
at noon, Lamorina Music Store, 
81 Lafayette Circle, Lafayette, for 
more info contact John at  http://
lamorindamusic.com or call the 
store at 924-385-0963.. 

Marysville: The Brick Coffee House 
and Cafe, 316 D Street Phone for 
The Brick is 530-743-5283. Blue-
grass and old-time jam on the first 
Saturday of every month from 3 
to 6 p.m. All skill levels are wel-
come and standard jam protocol 
is follow. For more information 
or reservations, call Kit Burton or 
Janet Crott at (530)743-0413 or 
(530)701-5090 or email kitbur-
ton@hotmail.com or janetcrott@
yahoo.com or visit http://thebri-
ckcoffeehouse.com/.

Mountain View: 5 p.m. Saturdays pre-
ceding Redwood Bluegrass Con-
certs, 1667 Miramonte Blvd at the 
corner of Cuesta Drive in Moun-
tain view, contact Ed Cirimele at 
jocimo@gmail.com. 

Nipomo: Lightning Joe’s Guitar Heav-
en, 100 East Branch Street in the 
Historic Village, just off Highway 

Attention bands, promoters, venues – if you would 
like to have your performances, concerts, festivals 
or jam sessions listed in the Bluegrass Breakdown 
and on the CBA website, please send your informa-
tion to CBA Calendar Editor - Candy Sponhaltz at 
candy.sponhaltz@gmail.com
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Johanna Krueger
Larry Kuhn
Judy Kuster
AJ Lee
SL
Vaughn and Glenda Lew
Michael Lewis
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George Martin
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Brian/Laurie McLaughlin
LeRoy McNees
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Maria Nadauld
David Nielsen
Emil Nishi
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John R Adams
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Eli Allen
Marcos Alvira
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Larry & Sondra Baker
Terri Bartos
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Mara Benitez
Melvin Benz
Dave Berry
Nic Bertona
John Blacklock
Jonathan Bluemel
David Brace
Darby Brandli
Michael Bremer
Paul Brewer
Erik Brotemarkle
David Brown
Dave Brown
Kelly Broyles
Wendy Burch Steel
Lisa Burns
Bruce Campbell
Larry Carlin
Jim Carr
Tj Carskadon
susan cleave
Larry Cohea
John C. Cooper III
Rick Cornish
Lynn Cornish
John Crowe
mary curtin
Tom & Susan Daley
Bert Daniel
Delma Davis
Wendy Denham
Don Denison
Bonneau Dickson
Diana Donnelly
Judy Dowell
Cheryl Draper
Chris Eccles
Tim Edes
Ray Edlund
Bruce Edmundson
Kim Elking
Montie Elston
Rita Erwin
Rich Evans
Pam Evans
Stewart Evans
Bill Evans
Ian Fasel

From Page A-26 101 at Grand Ave. Bluegrass, old 
time, old grass, originals, country, 
newgrass. We will explore tunes 
with an emphasis on on working 
them up to speed, understanding 
the forms and allowing the players 
to find a place to shine. Plenty of 
stools but bring music stands. go 
up For more information or reser-
vations, call 805-481-2226.

Redding:  Round Table Pizza, Shas-
ta Mall at 900 Dana Drive, 2nd 
Saturdays from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m., 
Free Old Time Fiddle Concert & 
Open Mic (after the concert) 

Santa Clara: Edward Peterman Mu-
seum of Railroad History at San-
ta Clara Depot, Santa Clara Am-
trak Station (Santa Clara Depot) 
across from Santa Clara Univer-
sity 1005 Railroad Avenue Santa 
Clara, CA 95050. 2nd Saturdays 
at noon, a friendly bluegrass 
music jam, intermediate to ad-
vanced. Sunny days, jam outside 
on the SW corner next big shady 
tree. Rainy days - jam inside the 
museum. Free parking in front of 
the museum. Paid parking (not 
checked often)to south and west 
of museum For more informa-
tion or reservations, call Mary 
M. Kennedy at 408-241-5920 or 
email kennedymk@comcast.net. 

Sebastopol: Coffee Catz, 6761 Se-
bastopol Ave #300 Highway 12 
just east of Sebastopol by the 
Sebastopol Inn. Every Saturday 
afternoon jam from 2 to 5 p.m. 
~~~ This is not a slow jam or 
beginner’s jam, intermediate and 
above players are expected and 
new additions are always wel-
come. For more information or 
reservations, call 707-829-6600 
or visit http://www.coffeecatz.
com/. 

Templeton: Matt’s Music, 211 S 
Main Street. No jams scheduled 
currently, looking for someone 
to lead the jam. For more in-
formation or reservations, call 
805-237-0054 or email matt@
mattsmusicandmore.com or visit 

 www.mattsmusicandmore.com.
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Seriously? You’re 
not a 
CBA member?!
cba_membership@yahoo.com
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