
December 2014                                                                                                    Bluegrass Breakdown A-1
T

im
e 

to
 r

en
ew

 y
ou

r 
m

em
be

rs
hi

p?
 C

h
e

ck
 o

u
t 

th
e

 d
a

te
 

o
n

 m
a

ili
n

g
 la

b
e

l b
e

lo
w

.
B

lu
eg

ra
ss

 B
re

ak
do

w
n 

N
on

-P
ro

fit
 O

rg
.

C
al

ifo
rn

ia
 B

lu
eg

ra
ss

 A
ss

oc
ia

tio
n 

U
.S

. P
os

ta
ge

P.
O

. B
ox

 1
14

3 
PA

ID
Se

as
id

e,
 C

A
 9

39
55

 
Pe

rm
it 

N
o.

 1
83

1
 

Sa
cr

am
en

to
, C

A
C

H
A

N
G

E 
SE

RV
IC

E 
R

EQ
U

ES
TE

D

Continued on A-21

Vol. 41 No. 5 December 2014

Winter jamming event
CBA Youth Academy 
Donation Drive

I n s i d e  t h i s  i s s u e

By Darby Brandli
 The CBA Youth Academy is scheduled again 
for the Nevada County Fairgrounds, Wednesday 
through Saturday, during the Father’s Day Fes-
tivities.  We sold out with 35 young people year 
#1, sold out with 42 attendees year #2 and will 
probably sell out again with 49 students year #3.  
The four day camp put on by Bluegrass Camps 
for Kids has a $300 tuition and each year we have 

Feature articles, news, recipes and re-
views... and much more

Full hook-up reservation lottery 
for the 2015 CBA Father’s 

Day Bluegrass Festival
Details on page A-31

www.cbaontheweb.org

Continued on A-26

A partial line up of the 2015 festival includes old 
friends Nashville Bluegrass Band (above left) and a first 
appearance by the David Grisman Bluegrass Experience.

GREAT
48

By Larry Phegley
 Here we are in December already, roaring toward the 
Great 48.  It will be January 8-11, 2015 at the DoubleTree 
in Bakersfield.  Hopefully you have already taken advantage 
of our room rate with the hotel if you are attending. Oth-
er organizations who have established a presence are:  the 

CBA Great 48
- Bakersfield January 8-11

Father’s Day Bluegrass Festival announces acts

By Tim Edes
 Returning again by popular 
demand,  A Night at the Grange se-
ries will present “Adkins and Lou-
dermilk” on February 28, 2015.  
Tickets will go on sale December 

CBA event

40th annivesary of CBA’s big festival

A Night at the 
Grange 2015 
hosts Adkins 
and Loudermilk

Continued on A-23 Continued on A-23

A Run Up to CBA Music 
Camp 2015 - June 14-17

 This will be a special year at our Father’s Day Bluegrass Fes-
tival, held at the Amador County Fairgrounds June 18-21. It is 
a celebration of our forty years of bluegrass and old time music 
in the Golden State. We here at the Bluegrass Breakdown are 
as anxious as you are to find out the full line up for the CBA’s 
flagship event, 2015. But as mere conduits of information we can 
only pass along a partial list of the exciting line up for our flag-
ship event, the Father’s Day Bluegrass Festival 2015. This com-

By Geoff Sargent and Peter Langston
 Yes ladies and gentlemen, musicians, campers, and even 
banjo players, it is that time of year where we start thinking about 
things like the 2015 Father’s Day Festival and our most excellent 
music camp. To tease you a bit for 2015 here’s our summary of 
the 2014 music camp. Peter and Janet are in the process of hiring 
the faculty for 2015 and we promise to keep you updated as soon 
as we know who will be coming. 
 The 2014 camp was the second year of the California 
Bluegrass Association Summer Music Camp being run by the 
new directors, Janet Peterson and Peter Langston.  Apparently 

Continued on A-26

By Mark Hogan 
 The 15th Annual Sonoma County Bluegrass & Folk Festival is scheduled for 1pm, March 14, 2015 at the Sebastopol Community 
Cultural Center.  I’m thrilled to say that we are celebrating our 15th year, and we hope to make this year’s event a very special one.  We will 
be presenting an array of talented performers that I’m sure folks will enjoy.  These include singer, writer and labor activist Si Kahn; the trio of 
bluegrass greats, Dan Crary, Bill Evans and SteveSpurgin; the popluar Kathy Kallick Band; traditional bluegrass band from the Santa Cruz 
area, Bean Creek; a fast rising young contemporary band from the Bay Area, Steep Ravine; and the song writing duo of Anne and Pete Sibley, 
among others. Tickets will go on sale on line beginning January 1, 2015 at www.cbaontheweb.org and at local outlets in Sonoma County as 
yet to be determined.  General admission ticket prices:  $30 adv./ $35 door;  member prices: $27 adv./ $32 door. For further information as 
it develops you can call 861-9446 or 479-5529.  Hope to see you there.

CBA’s Sonoma County Bluegrass & Folk FestivalCBA’s Sonoma County Bluegrass & Folk Festival
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Splash Page/MP3 Manager – 
Pat Garcia
patgarcia@direcway.com

Website Welcome 
Columnists
Monday—1st—Mark Varner
Monday—2nd—Randy Morton
Monday—3rd—Bert Daniel
Monday—4th—Chuck Poling 
Tuesday—1st—Geoff Morris
Tuesday—2nd—Ted Lehmann
Tuesday—3rd--Nate Schwartz
Tuesday—4th—Rick Cornish
Wednesdays—Bruce Campbell
Thursday—1st—Dave Williams
Thursday—2nd--
  George Martin
Thursday—3rd—
 Randy Shelton
Thursday—4th—J.D. Rhynes
Friday—1st—Brooks Judd
Friday—2nd—Cliff Compton
Friday—3rd—Regina Bartlett
Friday—4th—Bill Evans
Saturday—1st—Marty Varner
Saturday—2nd—
 John Karsemeyer
Saturday—3rd—Cameron Little
Saturday—4th—Brian McNeal
Sunday—1st—Marcos Alvira
Sunday—2nd—Bert Daniel
Sunday—3rd—Geoff Sargent
Sunday—4th—Jean Ramos

2014/2015 
Leadership Team

PO Box 2028
Murphy’s, CA 95247
welzzub@sbcglobal.net
Vaugh cell: 209-606-4623
Glenda cell: 209-606-5356

Area Activities Vice Presidents
Marcos Alvira 209-383-3432
mercedbluegrass@sbcglobal.net
Mark Hogan – North Coast
phone 707-829-8012
hogiemoon@comcast.net
Bruno Brandli – East Bay
510 599-3108
darbyandbruno@comcast.net
Bill Schneiderman – Delta-Sierra
209-586-3815
billschneiderman@gmail.com
John Hettinger - Sacramento
113 Puffer Way
Folsom, CA 95630 
916-990-0719        
bluegrass@shaunv.com
Chuck Poling - San Francisco
polingsf@gmail.com
Lucy Smith – Butte and Tehama 
Counties
530-894-1449
lucyinchico@hotmail.com
Roger Siminoff – Central Coast
805-801-8750
siminoff@siminoff.net
Craig Wilson – South San Joa-
quin Valley
661-589-8249
craigw1@sbcglobal.net
Stan Allen – Fresno/Kings County
rollingbonz3344@comcast.net
Jenny Williams - Solano and Yolo 
Counties
info@RealGoneDaddies.com
Larry Phegley - South Bay Area
47 Ralston Drive
Monterey, CA   93940
larry.phegley@gmail.com
Bob Schwartz - Contra Costa 
County
RSchwartz@TruckerHuss.com
Larry Carlin - Marin County
415-332-8498
l_carlin@hotmail.com
Marcos Alvira - Merced, Mariposa, 
Stanislaus
209-383-3432
mercedbluegrass@sbcglobal.net
Vicki Frankel - San Mateo County 
Area
vicki.frankel@gmail.com
Tony Pritchard - Riverside/San 
Bernardino area 

Year-Round Jobs
Rick Cornish - Director of 
Operations
rickcornish7777@hotmail.com
Kelly Senior - Investment Advisor
Mark Varner - Editor, Bluegrass 
Breakdown
PO Box 1245
Boulder Creek, CA 95006
831-338-0618
mrvarner@ix.netcom.com
George Martin - Publicity Director
georaymartin@yahoo.com
Bob Calkins – Photographer
530-644-1587
motherlode@innercite.com
Mike Melnyk - Photographer
mike@mikemelnyk.com
Bruce Long – Darrell Johnston 
Kids Lending Library
kidslendinglibrary@gmail.com
Max Schwartz - Teen 
Ambassador
maxschwartz17@gmail.com
Alicia Meiners – E-Commerce 
Mgr.
ameiners@sbcglobal.net
408-683-0666
John Erwin – Mail Ticket Sales
707-330-9342
john.erwin@sbcglobal.net
Lee Hardesty – Insurance Advisor
916-961-6316
hrdst@comcast.net
Brian Whitt – 
Mercantile Co-Coordinator
MartinD282007@gmail.com
707-533-6730
Frank Solivan – Kids on Stage 
Director/ Ambassador at large
408-656-8549

Whit Washburn – 
Contract Legal Advisor
916- 996-8400
wfwashburn@wfwashburn.com 
Debra Livermore – 
Volunteer Coordinator
916-601-7233
deblivermore@gmail.com
Mark Hogan - Audio Archive 
Project co-coordinator
707-829-8012
hogiemoon@comcast.net
Dave Nielsen - Audio Archive 
Project co-coordinator
David Carlsen - Sebastopol Jam 
Master
davidacarlson62@hotmail.com
Steve Goldfield - Old Time 
Coordinator 
stevegoldfield@yahoo.com
Geoff Sargent - Music Camp 
Laison
510-207-2046
geoffreysargent@gmail.com
Josh Michaels - Elections 
Coordinator
cbaEcommerce@gmail.com
Bob Thomas - Member Giving 
VP

Festival Coordinators
Mark Hogan – Sebastopol 
Festival Director
3980 Monika Ct.
Sebastopol, CA 95472-5741
707-829-8012
hogiemoon@comcast.net
David Brace - Father’s Day 
Festival Director
1704 Banyan Court
Ceres, CA   95307
DHB1221@me.com
TJ Carskadon - Vern’s Stage
tjcarskadon@gmail.com
Debra Livermore – 
Vern’s manager
916-601-7233
deblivermore@gmail.com
Kathleen Rushing – Music 
Camp Children’s Program
9780 Mennet Way
San Ramon, Ca 94583
925 828 5825
Kafween@mac.com
Lisa Burns - Corporate 
Sponsorship Coordinator
lisa@lisaonbass.com
Larry Baker – Concessions
209-785-4693
roaddog@caltel.com
Chris Bockover - Safety and 
Hospitality Coordinator
Chris Olivolo – 
Stage Construction
colivolo@gmail.com
Stage Lighting - Adam Brace
Craig Wilson - Full Hookup 
Lottery Coordinator
11119 Academy Avenue,
Bakersfield, CA 93312
661-589-8249
craigw1@sbcglobal.net
Dagmar Mansperger – T-Shirt 
Coordinator
Jim Ingram – 
Entertainment Coordinator
408-847-6837
silvanis@wildblue.net
Dan Martin - Slow Jam 
Coordinator
707 287 6953
powderdan@comcast.net
Debra Clover - Gate Ticket Sales
Jim Evans - Shuttle Coordinator
Tim Edes/David Brace - T-Shirt 
Design and Production
Ron Rose - Gate Crew 
Coordinator
bg_gittar@yahoo.com
Bill Meiners – Comp. Tickets
408-683-0666
billmeiners@att.net
Janet Peterson and Peter 
Langston – Music Camp Direc-
tors
CBAcamp@psl.to
Charlene Sims - Raffle 
co-ordinator 
casims@msn.com
Carol Canby - Water Booth 
coord.
530-832-0340

canbysonthego@msn.com
Dorothy McCoy - Headquarters 
Telephone co-ordinator 
530-663-0025
rd53mccoy@gmail.com
Patty Thorpe - Utility coordinator 
916-929-9185
John Lonczak - 
Dancing coordinator
408- 247-5706
Mike Martin - 
Handicap Taxi Coordinator 
707-333-5784
Cameron Little - Signs
Storage Transport Coordinator - 
Roy West

Web Team
Bands – Grant Johnston
livebluegrass@aol.com
Calendar – Candy Sponhaltz
candy.sponhaltz@gmail.com
Kids on Bluegrass Page 
Jill Cruey
jillc@netvista.net
Sharon Elliott
shickey6@yahoo.com
Bill Downs - Links , Music 
Instructors, and Luthiers 
bilnfay@ix.netcom.com

Radio Grass – Darla Novak
Novakd42@apol.com
Recorded Music – George Ireton
george@shastawebdesign.com

Board of Directors
David Brace - Father’s Day 
Festival Director
2608 Paradise Road
Modesto, CA   95358
DHB1221@me.com
Tim Edes – Chairman of the 
Board
17720 Telfer Drive
Morgan Hill, CA 95037
408-779-5456
t.edes@verizon.net
Montie Elston – Treasurer
5631 Tish Circle
Olivehurst, CA 95961
530-763-5056
fiddle3@comcast.net
Steve Goldfield - Old-Time Music 
Coordinator
4428 Tompkins Avenue
Oakland, CA 94619
510-482-8970
stevegoldfield@yahoo.com
Dave Gooding - TAG Chairman
P.O. Box 462
Elmira, CA   95625-0462
davegooding@sbcglobal.net
Mark Hogan – Sebastopol 
Festival Director
3980 Monika Court
Sebastopol, CA  95472
707-829-8012
hogiemoon@comcast.net
Jack Hyland
P.O.Box 333
Hughson, CA  95326
209-303-0015
jck49hyland@yahoo.com
Jim Ingram - FDF Entertainment 
Coordinator, FDF Contracts
5270 Hecker Pass
Gilroy, CA  95020
408-847-6837
silvanis@wildblue.net
Maria Nadauld
marianadauld@pacbell.net
Carl Pagter – Chairman Emeritus
17 Julianne Court
Walnut Creek, CA 94595-2610
925-938-4221
carlpagter@astound.net
Larry Phegley - 
Membership Chair
cba.membership14@gmail.com
J.D. Rhynes – Director Emeritus 
P.O. Box 1303
West Point, CA 95255-1303
209-293-1296
jdrhynes@volcano.net
Geoffrey Sargent - Assistant to 
the Chairman
1477 Via Manzanas
San Lorenzo, CA  94580
510-207-2046
geoffreysargent@gmail.com

Officers
Darby Brandli - President
2106 - 9th Avenue
Oakland, CA 94606-2612
510 735-6364
darbyandbruno@comcast.net
Montie Elston -- Treasurer
5631 Tish Circle
Olivehurst, CA   95961
fiddle3@comcast.net
Valerie Cornejo – Assistant 
Treasurer
916-712-7067
notableval@sbcglobal.net
Colleen Hogan – Secretary
colleen_hogan@comcast.net
Larry Phegley - Membership 
Management VP
P O Box 1143
Seaside, CA 93955
831 233 0448
cba_membership@yahoo.com
Steve and Kathy West- 
Membership Recruitment
stevewoodhogwest_1999@yahoo.
com
Vaughn & Glenda Lew – State-
wide 
Activities VP

Director of Operations - Rick Cornish 
at 209-588-9214 or 

rickcornish7777@hotmail.com

Also...  Bluegrass instructional ma-
terial for guitar, fiddle, mandolin, 
bass, dobro and banjo.  The CBA's 
Darrell Johnston Kids Lending 
Library is looking to fill the shelves 
with bluegrass instructional mate-
rial for kids to check out.  Please 
send any items to:  
DJKLL/Librarian,  c/o Bruce Long, 
P.O. Box 843, Roseville, CA 95678  
Your donation is tax deductible.  

WANTED
Instruments for the  CBA’s

Darrell Johnston Lending Library. 
Help a young person become a 

musician. 
Donate bluegrass instruments, 

old or new.

Info at: kidslendinglibrary@gmail.com
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CBA Calendar of Upcoming Music Events

Continued from B-14

the 4th Sunday of every month 

from 1-4 pm at the Thermalito 

Grange, Thermalito, CA.  For 

information, call 530-589-

4844.

•Various locations – Pickin’ 

Potlucks and Jams on the 

2nd Sunday of each month in 

Alameda and Contra Costa 

Counties.  Potluck from noon 

to 5 pm along with jam session.  

The jams will be held in various 

private homes in Oakland, 

Berkeley and El Cerito.  For 

information and exact location, 

email Metronome7@aol.com 

or visit h
ttp://www.pickinpot-

lucks.com/

MONDAY

•Alameda – Bluegrass Jam every 

Monday at McGrath’s Iris
h Pub 

on the corner of Lincoln and 

Stanton in Alameda, CA.  For 

information, contact Darby 

Brandli at 510-533-2792 or 

email darbyandbruno@com-

cast.net.

•Oakland – Bluegrass Jam at 8 

pm every Monday beginning 

at 6 pm at the Baja Taqueria, 

4070 Piedmont Ave. (near 41st 

Street), O
akland, CA.  For 

information, call Joe Howton 

at 510-547-2252 or email 

TRman2323@aol.com.

•Palo Alto – Old Time Jam ses-

sion, 7 to 10 pm on the first 

and third Monday of every 

month at Fandango Pizza, 

3163 Middlefield Road, Palo 

Alto, CA.  For information, 

call 650-328-0853 or email 

akatiff@sbsglobal.net,

•San Diego  -- O
pen Mic and 

Jam from 6 to 9 pm on the 

4th Monday of every month at 

Godfather's Pizza, 5583 Cla-

remont Mesa Blvd, San Diego, 

CA.  For information, email 

Mike Tatar at staghorn2@cox.

net.

•Signal Hill – Bluegrass Jam 

Session every Monday from 7 

to 10 pm at Curley’s, 1999 E. 

Willow St., Signal Hill, C
A.  

For information, call 562-424-

0018.

TUESDAY

•Berkeley – Bluegrass jam session 

every Tuesday from 7:30 to 

9:30 at the 5th String Music 

Store, 3051 Adaline St., Berke-

ley, CA. The jam is hosted by 

Jacob Groopman of the Don-

ner Mountain Bluegrass Band 

and is open to all skill levels 

and is given in an instructional 

environment.  For information, 

email jgroopman@gmail.com.

•Berkeley -- O
ld-Time Sing Along 

jam from 7:30 - 9:30 pm with 

occasional performances by 

local bands, at Spud's Pizza, 

3290 Adeline (at the corner of 

Alcatraz), B
erkeley, CA.  For 

information, email Larry White 

at laurence.white@gmail.com,

•Dublin – Bluegrass Jam on the 

2nd and 4th Tuesday of every 

month at Dublin Heritage 

Center, 6600 Donlon Way, 

Dublin, CA.  For information, 

call 925-803-4128.

•Escondido – Bluegrass Jam every 

Tuesday from 7 to 10 pm at 

the Round Table Pizza, Ash 

and Washington Streets, Escon-

dido, CA.

•Granada Hills –
 Band perfor-

mance and Bluegrass Jam from 

7 to 10 pm on the 3rd Tuesday 

of every month at Baker's 

Square, 17921 Chatsworth 

Street (at Zelzah) in Granada 

Hills, C
A.  Sponsored by 

the Bluegrass Association of 

Southern California (BASC).  

For information, call 818-700-

8288 or 818-366-7258.

•Loomis – Bluegrass Jam from 6 

to 9 pm every Tuesday evening 

at the Wild Chicken Coffee 

House, Horseshoe Bar & Tay-

lor Rd, Loomis, C
A.  For infor-

mation, call 916-276-1899.

•Palo Alto -- C
eltic Slow Jam 

session from 7 to 9:45 pm 

every Tuesday at Fandango 

Pizza, 3163 Middlefield Road, 

Palo Alto, CA. Hosted by Pete 

Showman.  For information, 

call 408-255-0297.

• San Diego – Bluegrass Jams, 

bands and open mic hap-

pening on the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 

and 4th Tuesday evenings of 

each month. 2nd Tuesday 

– Fuddruckers at Grossmont 

Shopping Center, in La Mesa; 

3rd Tuesday at Fuddruck-

ers on Third Street in Chula 

Vista; and 4th Tuesday at Boll 

Weevils on MiraMesa Blvd 

in San Diego.  2nd and 3rd 

Tuesdays are open mic and 

jams, and 4th Tuesday includes 

a featured band.  Come hungry 

as we get a donation from each 

item sold there.  Just tell them 

you are with the bluegrass club. 

For more information, contact 

Mike Tatar at staghorn@cox.

net.

•Truckee – Bluegrass slo
w jam 

on the 1st Tuesday of every 

month, 6 pm at Between the 

Notes Music Store, Truckee, 

CA.  For information, call Matt 

Milan, 916-276-1899.

WEDNESDAY

•Ben Lomond -- In
termedi-

ate Pickers Jam, 8 pm until 

closing at Henflings Tavern, 

9450 Highway 9, Ben Lo-

mond, CA.  For information, 

call Jered at 831-335-1642 or 

831-336-8811, email jered@

weber-hayes.com or visit w
ww.

henflings.com

•Chico – Bluegrass Jam from 7-9 

pm at A Bean Scene Coffee-

house & Gallery, 1387 E. 8th 

Street, Chico, Ca.  Jam is open 

to all intermediate to advanced 

players.  F
or information, 

call 530-898-9474 or 530-

342-7998, email novakd42@

aol.com or visit w
ww.bfms.

freeservers.com

•Lompoc – Bluegrass Jam from 

7 to 9 pm on the second and 

fourth Wednesday of ever 

month at Southside Cof-

fee Co., 105 South "H" St., 

Lompoc, CA.  For more 

information, call Bill at (805) 

736-8241

•Morgan Hill – Bluegrass Jam 

from 6 to 10 pm on the 1st, 

3rd and 5th Wednesday of ev-

ery month at El Toro Brew Pub 

on the NW corner of Monterey 

and Main Streets in Morgan 

Hill, C
A.  For information, call 

the pub at 408-782-2739 or 

email Dick Simunic at jrsim
u-

nic@hotmail.com.

•Palo Alto – Bluegrass Jam from 

7-10 pm every Wednesday at 

Fandango Pizza, 3163 Middle-

field Road (corner of Loma 

Verde), Palo Alto, CA.  Sign on 

building also says Pommard’s 

Café.  For information, call 

650-494-2928 or visit w
ww.

TheBluegrass.com.

•Placerville – Bluegrass Jam on 

the 2nd Wednesday of every 

month from 7-10 pm at Hid-

den Passage Books, 352 Main 

St, Placerville, CA.  For infor-

mation, call 530-622-4540 or 

530-626-8751.

•San Francisco – Bluegrass and 

Country Jam on the 1st 

Wednesday of every month 

at the Plough and Stars, 116 

Clement St. (between 2nd & 

3rd Ave.), San Francisco, CA.  

For information, contact Jeanie 

or Chuck Poling at 415-751-

1122.

•Santa Rosa – Old-Time and 

Bluegrass jam on the last 

Wednesday of every month 

at The Black Rose Pub, 2074 

Armory Drive, Santa Rosa, CA.  

For more information, call 

Don Coffin at 707-995-0658 

or Ricky Rakin at 707-824-

9376.

THURSDAY

•Berkeley -- Bluegrass Jam session 

at the 5th String Music Store, 

3051 Adeline Street, Berkeley, 

CA.  For information, call Tim 

Hicks at 510-548-8282 or visit 

http://www.5thStringBerkeley.

com

•Chico – CBA Bluegrass Jam from 

6 to 10 pm on the 2nd Thurs-

day of every month at Augie’s 

Café, 230 Salem Street, Chico, 

CA. For more information, call 

530-828-4676. 

•Corte Madera -- M
arin Blue-

grass Jam on the 1st and 3rd 

Thursday of every month from 

7:30 to 10 pm at the Marin 

Lutheran Church, 649 Mead-

owsweet, Corte Madera, CA.  

For information, visit w
ww.

carltonemusic.com

•Los Angeles – Old Time Jam ses-

sion 9 pm to 12 am at the Hy-

perion Tavern, 1941 Hyperion 

Ave., Los Angeles on the 3rd 

Thursday of every month. Free 

admission. For information, 

contact Ben Guzman via email 

at ben@triplechickenfoot.com 

or visit w
ww.myspace.com/tri-

plechickenfoot.

•Morgan Hill – South County 

Bluegrass Jam on the 2nd & 

4th Thursday of each month 

at The Buzz Stop, 17400-1B 

Monterey Road, Morgan Hill, 

CA.  Open jam from 6-10 pm. 

For information, call 408-892-

9157 or email Duane Camp-

bell at dicampbell339@yahoo.

com.

•Napa – Bluegrass and Fiddle Jam 

session every Thursday night 

from 7 to 10 pm in Napa.  For 

information and location, call 

Pat Calhoun at 707- 255-4936.

•Sacramento – Bluegrass jam ses-

sion every Thursday from 7 to 

10 pm at The Fifth String Mu-

sic Store, Alhambra & Streets, 

Sacramento, CA.  For informa-

tion, call 916-442-8282.

•Sacramento – Bluegrass Slow Jam 

from 7 - 10 pm most Th
urs-

days at various Sacramento area 

homes.  C
all John at 916-990-

0719 for dates and location.  

New pickers welcome.

•Sacramento – Bluegrass Jam 

session the 3rd Thursday of 

every month beginning at 7 

pm at Café Refugio Coffee-

house, 1901 Del Paso Blvd., 

Sacramento.  For information, 

contact Matthew Coleman at 

matthewcoleman999@hotmail.

com.

•San Francisco – Bluegrass and 

Old-time music jam on the 4th 

Thursday of every month at the 

Atlas Café, 3049 20th Street at 

Alabama, San Francisco, CA.

•Ventura -- Bluegrass Jam from 

6 to 9:30 pm on the 2nd and 

4th Thursday of every month 

at Zoey's Cafe, 451 E. Main 

Street in Ventura, CA.  All 

skills w
elcome.  For informa-

tion, contact Gene Rubin 

at 805- 658-8311 or email 

gene@generubinaudio.com or 

visit h
ttp://home.earthlink.

net/~generubinaudio/index.

html.

FRIDAY

• Copperopolis – Bluegrass Jam 

session 7 pm on the first and 

third Friday of every month at 

the Old Corner Saloon, 574 

Main Street, Copperopolis, C
a.  

Open to acoustic instruments 

only no drums.  For more 

information, call Mike at (209) 

785-3047.

•Sonora – Bluegrass Jam starting 

at 7 pm on the 2nd and 4th 

Friday of every month at the 

Old Stan, 177 S. Washing-

ton Street, Sonora,CA.  For 

information, email mandobil@

bigvalley.net.

SATURDAY

•Clovis – Bluegrass Jam session 7 

to 11 pm on the 1st and 3rd 

Saturday of every month at the 

Clovis Senior Center, 850 4th 

street, Clovis, C
A.  Th

ere is a 

$1 fee to cover the cost of the 

rental of the hall.  Sponsored 

by the Kings River Bluegrass 

Association. For information, 

contact Gerald L. (Jerry) John-

ston at 559-225-6016; email 

tophawker@yahoo.com or visit 

http://www.KRBLUE.NET.

•Fremont – Bluegrass Jam Session 

on the 1st and 3rd Saturday of 

every month at Mission Pizza 

and Pub, 1572 Washington 

Blvd., Fremont, CA.  For infor-

mation, call 510-651-6858 or 

visit w
ww.missionpizza.com.

•Fresno – Old time fiddle jam 

and dance from 7 – 10 pm 

every Saturday of each month 

at the Senior Citizens Village, 

1917 Chestnut Ave., Fresno, 

CA.  Sponsored by CSOTFA 

Distric
t 2.  For information, 

contact Lynda Emanuels at 

559-924-1766 or email se-

manuels@comcast.net.

•Kingsburg – Bluegrass and Coun-

try jam session and potluck 

from 6-10 pm on the 2nd and 

4th Saturday of every month at 

1450 Ellis S
t., Kingsburg, CA.  

For information, contact Bud 

Cartwright at 559-582-9155 or 

559-582-7680, or email Bud-

Cartwright@comcast.net.

•Long Beach – Jam Session from 

1-6 pm at Fendi's C
afe, 539 E 

Bixby Road, Long Beach, CA.  

For information, call 562-984-

8187.

•Marysville – Regular jam ses-

sion from 3-6 pm on the 1st 

Saturday of every month at 

the Brick Coffee House Cafe, 

Marysville, CA.  For informa-

tion, call -530-743-0413 or 

530 701-5090.

•Redwood City -- Bluegrass Jam, 

noon to 3 pm on the 3rd Satur-

day of every month at Bob's 

Court House Coffee Shop and 

Restaurant, 2198 Broadway, 

Redwood City, C
A. Jennifer 

Kitchen facilitates the Jam and 

her Band "Kitchen Help" may 

be on-hand to add spice to the 

monthly event.  For more in-

formation, call 650-780-0593.

•Sebastopol – CBA Jam Ses-

sion every Saturday from 2 

to 5 pm at Catz Roastery, 

6761 Sebastopol Avenue in 

Sebastopol, CA.  (1st & 2nd 

Saturday – Old-time, bluegrass, 

old-country and more; 3rd 

Saturday – standard Bluegrass 

and last Saturday – pickers 

choice.)  For information, call 

707- 829-6600.

•Squaw Valley – Open Jam and 

Potluck, 5-9 pm on the last 

Saturday of every month at 

the Bear Mountain Library, 

30733 E. Kings Canyon Road 

(Highway 180), Squaw Valley, 

CA.  For information, contact 

Nancy or Henry Zuniga at 

559-338-0026 or 559-476-

0446.

Attention bands, promoters, ven-

ues – if you would like to have 

your performances, 
concerts, 

festivals or jam sessions list
ed in 

Bluegrass Breakdown and on the 

CBA website, please send your 

information to CBA Calendar 

Editor Suzanne Denison at bgs-

breakdown@volcano.net.

Feeling 

helpful?

Contact Rosanna: 

rosanna@

youngconstruction.

com

Volunteer!

CBA members can also receive the 
Bluegrass Breakdown each month in 

pdf form at our website: 
cbaontheweb.org 
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California Bluegrass Association Membership Application
First Name Last Name Spouse:  First Name Last Name
____________________  ____________________                    __________________  ______________________
Address __________________________________  Child(ren) __________________________________________
City ____________________________  State _______  Zip __________  Year of Birth __________________

Phone __________________________  Email: _______________________________

Membership includes 12 issues of the Bluegrass Breakdown, and discount prices for 
all CBA sponsored festivals and concerts.  Band memberships available for out-of-
state bands.  Each member is entitled to one copy of the publication.  Please write 
names and addresses on a separate sheet of paper. Prices subject to change 
without notice. Out of United States? Postal rates may be higher, please 
inquire.

Membership Categories:
Single Membership $25.00
With Spouse/other added $30.00
Teens 16-18 (voting) $5.00 each
(Children under 16 included free)
Band Memberships Out of State Only
(3-5 Members) $40.00

Please sign me up for the following:
_____ Single - 1 vote for _____ year(s) @$25
_____ Couple - 2 votes for _____ year(s) @$30
_____ Add ____ voting Children @$5 each

Children’s names and birthdates: __________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

If Senior Citizens (65 and over), please list birth years:
____________________________________________

____ New    ____ Renewal of Member #_____________

Membership Total  $________________

TOTAL ENCLOSED $________________
Please make checks payable to California Bluegrass Association (CBA).  

Mail to: CBA Membership Vice President Larry Phegley
P O Box 1143

Seaside, CA 93955

For information, call  831 233 0448
or email cba.membership14@gmail.com

California Bluegrass Association
Bluegrass Breakdown

is published monthly as a tabloid newspaper at PO Box 152, San Ramon, 
CA 94583, by the California Bluegrass Association.  The CBA is a non-
profit organization founded in 1974 and is dedicated to the furtherance of 
Bluegrass, Old-Time, and Gospel music.  The views of the authors does not 
nessesarily reflect the views of the CBA or its Board of Directors. Member-
ship in the CBA costs $25 a year and includes a subscription to the Bluegrass 
Breakdown.  A spouse’s membership may be added for an additional $5 and 
children between 13 and 18 for $1.00 per child.  Children 13-18 who wish 
to vote will have to join for $10.00.  Names and ages are required.
 Band memberships are only available for the out of state bands; cost 
is $40.  Subscription to the Bluegrass Breakdown without membership is 
available only to foreign locations.  Third class postage is paid at Stockton, 
California.  Bluegrass Breakdown (USPS 315-350).  Postmaster please send 
address changes to:  Bluegrass Breakdown, P.O. Box 152 San Ramon, CA 
94583.   Copy and advertising deadline is the 1st of the month, one month 
prior to publication (i.e. February  deadline is January 1st, etc).     
 Members are encouraged to attend all board meetings. Please contact 
any board member or call the CBA office at 209-588-9214 for information 
and directions.
           Please send all contributions and advertisements to:

Mark Varner, editor - P.O. Box 1245, Boulder Creek, CA 95006
831-338-0618 -- email mrvarner@ix.netcom.com

Visit our Web Site at: www.cbaontheweb.org
Editor .........................................................................Mark Varner
Publicity Director/Breakdown contributing writer....George Martin
Columnist ............................................................. Roger Siminoff
Columnist ................................................................. Allan French
Columnist ..................................................... Eileen Kleinschmidt
Columnist ............................................................... Darby Brandli
Columnist................................................................Cliff Compton
Columnist .......................................................................Joe Weed
Columnist .............................................................. Geff Crawford
Columnist ...............................................................Wayne Erbsen
Photography............. ......................... Bob Calkins, Mike Melnyk
Graphics.........................................Stephen Johnson, Mark Varner
Recording Reviews & Interviews ..........................Brenda Hough
©2010 California Bluegrass Association.  All Rights Reserved.  Reprint requests 
must be made in advance by contacting the Editor.

Bluegrass Breakdown  Advertising Rates
Display Advertising
Full Page- 10” wide X 12.75” high ......................... $255.00
Half Page  - horizontal -- 10” wide X 6.5” tall ....... $144.00
Half Page - vertical -- 4.5” wide X 12.75” tall  ...... $134.00
Quarter Page 4.5” wide X 6.5” tall ........................... $70.00
Business Card - 2 columns wide (3 7/8”) X 2” tall  .. $35.00
 Flyer insertion is available. Inquire for cost. 
 Other sizes of advertising are available. Discount pricing is applied to pre-paid ads running 3 
months, 6 months or 12 months. Please call 831-338-0618 or email: mrvarner@ix.netcom.com for 
further information.
 Advertisements should be submitted as PDF (or other approved format) files either on disc, CD or 
via e-mail.  Advertisements can be produced by the editor upon request if artwork and photographs are 
submitted in advance. 
 Advertising proofs can be FAXed or e-mailed upon request if typesetting and/or layout is required.  
Please allow at least 5 extra days for production.
 Special rates are in place for festival issues, due to the greater amount of issues printed and copies 
distributed. This is usually 200% of the regular rate, but the Board of Directors of the CBA reserves the 
right to change the policy at their discretion.  Please contact the Editor for more details.

Classified Advertising
 The current rates for classified ads are based on 3 1/2 inches of typed copy and are as follows:  
$8.00 for the first three lines and 50¢ for each additional line. 
 All advertising must be paid for in advance unless prior arrangements have been made for billing.  
A 12% late fee will be charged if advertising invoices are not paid within 60 days of billing.

Make checks payable to the California Bluegrass Association and send check and ad to: 
Mark Varner, Editor Bluegrass Breakdown

P.O. Box 1245, Boulder Creek, CA 95006
Phone 831-338-0618 or email mrvarner@ix.netcom.com

Ads can be uploaded to the CBA FTP site at: http://www.cbaontheweb.org/AdUpload.asp

Four color ads
................$320.00
................$180.00
................$170.00
..................$90.00
..................$45.00

Black & White ads

Save trees! Get your 
Bluegrass Breakdown 

electronically. 
Contact Larry at

cba.membership14@
gmail.com

and let him know you don’t 
need USPS delivery.

Looks like a 
membership 
application!

TERMS OF TICKET SALES FOR CBA EVENTS. Festivals, concerts, and 
other events sponsored by the CBA are held rain or shine, and there will be 
no refunds or rain checks.  In the event a festival, concert, or event is can-
celled due to natural disaster, fire, or act of God, CBA will not give refunds 
but will allow valid ticket holders to have admission to the following year’s 
event free of charge.  Artist schedules and performance times are subject to 
change without prior notice. 

    
    

What’s this?!
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Bluegrass Jam Camp at Costanoa
Costanoa Lodge, Pescadero, CA  March 3-6 (Tues./Fri.)

between San Francisco and Santa Cruz
site of Brookdale Bluegrass Festival, March 6-7 [brookdalebluegrass.com]

Tuition $225 for three days 9:30am-5:30pm, with early discounts.
Special Pre-camp HALF-DAY for new players!

Intro to Jamming: Tues., March 3, 3:30-5:30 + 7:30-9:30 pm, $45
Recommended for those who have never jammed before.

“A masterful job at creating 
a safe environment for us to 
learn in. Everyone in my group 
has led, played solos, and 
sung a song.”

Wide variety of convenient accommodations, 
from camping to camping bungalows, cozy 
upscale cabins to Lodge rooms. For best 
discount rate, call 650-879-7307, speak 
with Teri. View the beautiful environs and rooms 
at Costanoa.com. Reserve with Teri by phone. BGjam.com

All bluegrass
instruments welcome!

• Hands-on learning in large and small groups
• Learn many bluegrass standards
• Gentle tempos! Mistakes expected
• The rules of typical bluegrass jams
• How to lead songs and follow new songs
• How to find melodies, fake solos, sing harmony
• Ear skills taught and used, as in real bluegrass
• Tab/note reading not used

• No jamming experience needed
• You will be jamming the first day!
• ONLY REQUIREMENT: G, C, D, A chords

... Click Classes/Camps

To register, or for more information,

“So much 
more fun 

than sitting 
on the couch 

playing 
alone.”

“I have been waiting 
to start playing real 
bluegrass with people 
for quite a while,
and now I can.”

After a great time last year,
Joan and I are excited to be hosting 

the camp again. Hope you can join us!
– Pete Wernick

“The learning curve is amazing
in this jam class setting.”
“We were all beginners but  now 
we feel we have experience.”

“I can hardly believe how much
we learned in such a short

period of time.”

Presented by Pete & Joan Wernick

CBA YOUTH ACADEMY
Father's Day Bluegrass Festival         June 17-20, 2015

Grass Valley, California
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 The CBA has had a very busy 
autumn.  Please read Lucy Smith’s 
article on the International Blue-
grass Music Association’s (IBMA) 
World of Bluegrass in Raleigh, 
NC in this issue.  Almost every 
Board member attended as did our 
hardworking team of volunteers.  
There were many California Bands 
in attendance and six of our very 
own Kids on Bluegrass:  Josh, Jake 
and John Gooding, Jesse Persone-
ni, Helen Foley and Amaya Rose 
Dempsey were invited to partici-
pate in the IBMA Kids on Bluegrass 
program.  We were able to provide 
$500 to each young person to help 
with travel and hotel reservations 
because of your very generous con-
tinuing contributions to our Youth 
Program.  Lucy Smith did a fabu-
lous job as “captain” of our team 
and has volunteered again for 2015.  
Put this event on your bucket list 
for 2015:  Raleigh estimated that 
more than 180,000 people attended 
various events this year at the World 
of Bluegrass and $10.8 million was 
deposited into the local economy.  
 The Fall Campout and Annu-
al Membership Meeting was held 
in Lodi and attendance was good 
and the weather perfect.  Thanks to 
David Brace for working so hard to 
produce this event. Board members 

were elected (minus me and plus 
Maria Nadauld and the other in-
cumbents), year round officers and 
Coordinators were confirmed, Tim 
Edes was reelected Chairman of the 
Board, I was reelected President 
(hence this monthly message) and 
the Executive Committee now con-
sists of Tim Edes, Montie Elston, 
Geoff Sargent and newbie Mark 
Hogan.
 The annual donation drive for 
scholarship money for the 2015 
CBA Youth Academy is in effect 
and there is almost $1000 in the 
fund.  $3000 was collected last year 
and all was distributed to attend-
ees and the goal is to surpass that 
amount this year.  Donations (tax 
deductible) can be sent to me at 
2106 9th Avenue, Oakland 94606 
with checks made out to the CBA 
Youth Program.  Registration for 
the 2015 event begins January 1 
and tuition will remain at $300 per 
child for the four day camp.  There 
must be a scholarship fund in order 
to offer scholarships so please con-
sider donating again this year.  We 
have increased attendance to 49 
children this year but remember 
that the 42 enrollee event was sold 
out with a waiting list by May 1st 
last year so get those registrations in 
early (registration information will 

CALL TO ORDER
 Tim Edes, Chairman of the 
Board, called the meeting to order 
at 10:00 AM on Saturday, Sep-
tember 6th at the Brandli house in 
Oakland.

ROLL CALL
Board Members Present:
 David Brace, Darby Brandli, 
Tim Edes, Montie Elston, Steve 
Goldfield, Dave Gooding, Mark 
Hogan, Jim Ingram, Larry Phegley 
Board Members Absent:  
 Jack Hyland, Geoffrey Sar-
gent
Officers Present:  Colleen Hogan

SETTING OF THE AGENDA
 The Board approved the meet-
ing agenda with two additions.

APPROVAL OF THE AU-
GUST 2014 BOARD MEET-
ING 
MINUTES
 The Board approved the Au-
gust minutes as written. 

PERSONS DESIRING TO 
ADDRESS THE BOARD ON 
UNAGENDIZED ITEMS
None

OLD BUSINESS 
J.D. Rhynes Cookbook Project 
Update:
 Ted Kuster presented a status 
update and outline of next steps. 
The main areas of development 
are content, design, recording and 
marketing. He proposed forming a 
small committee for planning pur-
poses. The launch is planned for 
next Father’s Day Festival, 2015.

CBA BOD Elections:
 Everything is on track for the 
Board election. Larry Phegley will 
make a ballot box for the CBA 
Membership Booth at Plymouth 
and take 40- 50 ballots so people 
can vote there. 

2015 IBMA CBA-Marketing:
 Geoff Sargent did not attend 
the meeting; however he sent an 
email saying that Peter Langston 
will make the artwork for the mu-
sic camp buttons and poster for 
IBMA. 

IBMA Update for CBA Suite:
 Lucy Smith sent an email up-
date. Everything going as planned 
so far with a few cancellations and 
replacements of Showcase bands. 
She was able to rent a standard 
sized SUV for a good price.  All 
donations have been confirmed.

Old Time Campout:
 Steve Goldfield reviewed the 
highlights of the Old Time Cam-
pout and distributed the financial 
report for the event. The camping 
area was really dry this year due to 
the draught and there were a lot of 
yellow jackets. There is a possibil-
ity the CBA can use a grassy area 
by the Visitors Center next year, 
especially if people are willing to 
jam/perform at Center. Steve will 
follow up on this option for the fu-
ture. 

Area VP Job Description Roll 
Out:
 The Statewide Activities VP, 
Marcos Alvira, was not present at 
the meeting. Tim will contact him 

to a) make sure he sent the new job 
description to all Area Activities 
VPs and b) ask him to send a copy 
of the final job description to the 
Board and CBA Secretary.

Lodi Campout:
 David Brace reported that the 
campout band has been hired: the 
Foothillbillies.  They are still work-
ing on getting someone to do the 
dinner, though the Board agreed it 
is not mandatory that we provide 
a dinner. The point of it is to raise 
funds for the Youth Program.

NEW BUSINESS
Napa Area VP Resignation:
 Dan Martin resigned from 
the position as of 9/15/14. Mark 
Hogan agreed to absorb Napa 
back into the North Bay Region as 
it was when the Area VP position 
was first created, unless someone 
else steps forward who wants to be 
an Area VP for Napa.

Youth Academy 2015:
 Bluegrass Camp for Kids 
2015 is reserved for 4 days, 49 
kids. Father’s Day Festival falls a 
week later this year so there won’t 
be as many conflicts with the end 
of the school year.

REPORTS
Executive Committee Report: 
 No significant actions were 
reported by the Executive Com-
mittee during this timeframe.

Membership Report: 
 As of Sept. 1, there are 2442 
members. Larry sent the list of 
expired memberships to the Area 

Activities VPs so they can follow 
up with members in their areas.

Treasurer’s Report:
 Treasurer Montie Elston 
handed out the P&L Statement 
for Music Camp as well as the 
CBA Balance Sheet as of 9/5/14.  
The numbers are not final yet for 
FDF 2014 but it looks like the 
CBA did well.

Music Camp Report:
 Peter & Janet would like to 
continue as Music Camp Direc-
tors in 2015. They are working 
on ideas for making the transition 
smoother from end of music camp 
to beginning of festival. 

Area Activities VP Reports:
 Mark Hogan (North Bay 
Coast) – Mark received a phone 
call from someone who donated 
instruments to the Lending Li-
brary in June and hasn’t received 
an acknowledgement. Tim Edes 
volunteered to contact the person 
himself to thank him. 

Larry Phegley (South Bay / Mon-
terey Bay) – Larry cancelled the 
Bluegrass in the Schools concert 
because of some logistical issues. 
There is a new jam at CSU Monte-
rey Bay next week. Larry is starting 
to work on Great 48.

Minutes compiled by 
Colleen Hogan, CBA Secretary

Minutes of the September 6, 2014 - California Bluegrass Association Board Meeting
President’s Report:
 Darby Brandli announced 
that Front Country and John 
Mailander both released CDs re-
cently that thanked Darby person-
ally as well as the CBA.

Chairman’s Report:
 Tim Edes reported that he is 
still investigating the cost/benefit 
of putting up a video screen at the 
side of the stage and one behind 
the sound booth at the FDF. It is 
expensive but the costs can be cov-
ered with sponsorships. He will 
have more information at a future 
meeting.
 Tim suggested we skip the 
December meeting since it is a 
busy month. The Board decided to 
wait to discuss this with the new 
board members in October when 
the meeting dates for 2014-2015 
are set.

CONFIRM TIME AND 
PLACE FOR THE NEXT 
BOARD MEETING
Next meeting:  
 Sunday, October 19th at 10 
AM at the Fall Campout in Lodi, 
413 E. Lockeford St., Lodi, CA 
95240.

ADJOURNMENT
 Meeting adjourned at 1:15 
pm. 

be on the website and in the January 
issue of the Bluegrass Breakdown).
 Festival Director David Brace 
and I will meet with the Nevada 
County Fairground staff on No-
vember 14th in Grass Valley along 
with all the other festival and con-
cert directors of the Fairgrounds.  
We met last spring when it was an-
nounced that the Strawberry Music 
Festival would make its temporary 
home on the Fairgrounds.  The Fair-
grounds is fast becoming the place 
to hear music in Northern Califor-
nia with Father’s Day, Strawberry, 
World Fest, the Celtic Festival, 
Music on the Mountain all making 
their home on the Nevada County 
Fairgrounds.  
 Early Bird tickets are available 
for the 40th Annual Father’s Day 
Festival now (available to members 
only) and the Full Hook Up raffle 
(again for members only) is set for 
January so get busy and purchase 
tickets and fill out your form for the 
raffle.  Membership in the CBA is 
paid for when an Early Bird Tick-
et is purchased.  All volunteers for 
the festival and Music Camp must 
also be members (volunteering is 
a privilege only afforded to mem-
bers) so make plans to join or renew 
a membership.  All contracts are out 
for performers and performers will 

be announced when we receive the 
contracts.  A great lineup is planned 
for the 40th Annual.
 The next big event is the Great 
48 Hour Jam in Bakersfield held 
Thursday through Sunday, January 
8-11, 2015 in Bakersfield.  As of to-
day (10/29/14) close to 200 rooms 
have been reserved at the discount-
ed price.  If you do not act soon you 
will be staying in a neighboring ho-
tel (within walking distance).  The 
Bakersfield event is almost entirely 
planned with showcase perfor-
mances Thursday night in the Pres-
idential Suite, Michael Cleveland 
and Flamekeeper concert Friday 
night and special events (KOB, 
Band Scramble among others) on 
Saturday night.  
 There will be round the clock 
jamming and the event (except for 
the Friday night concert) is free.  The 
Brotemarkles will again be hosting a 
Teen Jam Room and we even have 
teens from Nashville coming to cel-
ebrate with us.  Various California 
associations and Music Caravan will 
host suites with entertainment and 
space for celebrating the music.  The 
Amtrak station is a couple of miles 
away so consider taking the train 
(we are thinking seriously about it 
this year).  Every year this event is 
attended by more and more people, 

which computes to more and more 
fun.  Lots of our Southern Califor-
nia family shows up.  There will be 
opportunities to:  join the CBA, 
purchase Father’s Day tickets, regis-
ter for our camps and simply meet 
us.
 Thank you all for your continu-
ing support of the CBA (demon-
strated by active membership) and 
just wait to you see who will be 
performing at Father’s Day this 
year.   Please keep your membership 
current.  We count on the income 
and also count on the numbers of 
members to demonstrate to our ad-
vertisers and sponsors that we are 
an Association worth their while to 
support.  Active membership is very 
important to the Association.  Give 
a membership for a holiday gift.  
Happy Holidays and Happy New 
Year.

FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK - Darby Brandli, CBA President

Darby Brandli

See page A-10 for October CBA meeting minutes
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 On Friday, November 7, a memorial service was held at Regina’s church, Our Lady Help of Christians Catholic Church - “Valley Church” at 
2401 East Lake Avenue, in Watsonville. The following day Lora Hicks hosted a “sing out” celebration at the Old Schoolhouse in Hollister. Many 
of Regina’s young protégées attended the party and a hot young group, 35 Years of Trouble, performed in tribute to a great mentor. Bean Creek 
and others played the impromptu stage and jamming went on through the day and evening. Saturday, November 22, a Celebration of Life in Song 
and Verse for Regina Bartlett was held at the VFW Santa Cruz Vets Hall in Santa Cruz. Linda Spalinger organized that event. The outpouring of 
love from the community testifies to her enduring legacy.

Regina Bartlett memorial gatherings were held

Regina Bartlett, performer & advocate for 
children in bluegrass, dies At IBMA Convention

Regina Bartlett (1948-2014)
By Michael Hall
 Regina Bartlett of Watsonville, a longtime 
bluegrass, country & folk performer, songwriter, 
and a dedicated advocate for children in blue-
grass music, died on October 1 at the Interna-
tional Bluegrass Music Association World Of 
Bluegrass convention in Raleigh, North Caroli-
na. She was a native of Wheeling, West Virginia, 
but had lived most of her life in California. She 
was 66 years old.
 Regina was best known for directing the 
Kids On Stage program for the past 15 years 
at the Northern California Bluegrass Society’s 
Good Old Fashioned Bluegrass Festival in Tres 
Pinos. She also assisted with the Kids On Blue-
grass program at the CBA Father’s Day Blue-
grass Festival in Grass Valley, and helped with 
children’s programs at other California festivals.

She was a regular performer at most of the 
NCBS-related festivals over the years. Her last 
band performance for NCBS was at the August 
2014 GOF festival. Her first instrument was a 
dulcimer and she most often played guitar on 
stage. Regina organized the then Santa Cruz 
Bluegrass Society stage at the Santa Cruz Coun-
ty Fair during the 1990s.
 Regina was a dedicated bluegrass jammer 
who traveled to many bluegrass festivals each 
year in her trademark “Regimobile.” She enjoyed 
her music until the very end. She jammed un-
til 4:00am, and then retired to her room in the 
hotel, where she died in her sleep. She grew up 
in West Virginia and Ohio and had planned to 
end her eastern trip with a visit to friends and 
relatives back home.
 Regina was teacher, cheerleader, and men-
tor to young people starting out in bluegrass. 
She was also a fierce advocate on behalf of child 
performers, insisting that they be treated equally 
with adults at all times.
 She was a graduate of Bishop Conaty High 
School in Los Angeles and later studied mu-
sic education and performance at CSU-Long 
Beach and Cabrillo College, and at Long Beach 
City College in Florida. She was the owner of 
R Notes and Plants, which specialized in music 
and succulent plants. She also taught music at 
Calabasas and Bradley Elementary Schools.
 Regina Ann Bartlett is survived by her 
daughter Christine Mossor Kelichner, and 
grandchildren Jordan, Brandon, and Michelle, 
plus brother Richard Bartlett and sisters Debbie 
Butler, Michelle Bartlett, and Patricia Molano.

Bluegrass 
Bard - Cliff Compton
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The gathering at the old church
 
And Lora Hicks dropped something on my hat and said:
Yeah, this is where it goes
It doesn’t work on anybody else.
And everybody started to chuckle except me
Because I didn’t know what she was talking about
But it was the hat
Regina’s soft black hat with the big pink and maroon flower on the 

front
The one she seemed to wear every time I saw her
Back when she was with us
And I took off my hat to look
And I guess it fit me
And I sort of liked it
Even though it ain’t exactly a manly thing
It was sort of like having a bit of my old friend
Riding around with me as we picked in the afternoon sun
 
And there was this pile of her C.D.’s
Stacked on a little table outside the old church
That hadn’t seen a parishioner in years
These C.D.’s that reflected the taste of someone who loved  music
In all its forms, styles and substances
Across the broadest segments of life
Put there to become mementos on the hearts shelves
Of any of us who had come to this remote spot
To celebrate her too short life
And I pick out the one with Vestal Goodman
With Vince Gill, and George jones, and Bill Gaither,
And Andrei Crouch and Dolly Parton
And it seemed so appropriate
This gospel C.D. with this Powerful Woman Singer
And I remembered that the last picture I saw of her
She was standing beside Vince Gill at the IBMA in Raleigh 
Glowing like an angel getting ready to pick up her wings
 
And Duane sang “wheeling” in our little jam group
That song about his and Regina’s home town
So close to the place she died
And it seemed so right
And Billy sang it later, with that rough and worn voice
That sounds like coal car rolling down the rails into the mine
And it sounded right again
And she was so close to home
Probably could have flown there 
With her new wings
 
Oh lord you know we all come to an end
Lord could you tell me
Why you took my friend
You’ve got halls full of angels
And great righteous men
Lord, would you tell me 
Why you took my friend
 
I know you’re the great one
The great I am
And I know you know more
Than us small mortal men
You’ve got it all figured out
From beginning to end
Lord would you tell me
Why you took my dear friend
 
I can accept what I cannot change
For I’ve seen the sunshine
As well as the rain
But I’ve seen it again, and again, and again
Lord would you tell me
Why you’re taking my friends

Regina Bartlett remembered
By Chuck Poling
 We really missed running into Regina Bart-
lett at the Hardly Strictly Bluegrass festival this 
weekend. Every year we’d see her in the Friends 
and Family area near the Banjo Stage and invari-
ably she’d wave us over to offer us a glass of wine 
or some other hospitality. She was as generous 
and big-hearted a person as we’ve ever known, 
and was a constant at so many festivals and 
events that we attended.
 It’s gradually been sinking in that we’ll never 
again see her campsite at the Strawberry or the 
Father’s Day festivals. We enjoyed hanging with 
her amongst the colorful tapestries and bottom-
less glasses of wine that she offered. She had an 
endless store of musical tales and was an exuber-
ant devotee of folk and bluegrass music. When 
she described a particularly outstanding perfor-
mance she’d attended, she expressed her expe-
rience with a passion and a conviction that can 
only be described as religious.
 Her love of bluegrass music and her natural 
generosity led to her participation in the Cali-
fornia Bluegrass Association’s Kids on Bluegrass 
program and the Northern California Bluegrass 
Society’s Kids on Stage program. Well, participa-
tion isn’t really an accurate description of what 
she did. Regina was a force – a force for good, 
a force for change, a force for music. She truly 
loved helping kids find their way in music, and 
her love of jamming and performing provided 
them with a sterling example of how music can 
bring lifelong happiness.

 We’ll always treasure the memories of Regi-
na joining in on the Chickwagon madness at our 
Strawberry campsite.  Wherever there was a good 
time to be had that included friends and music, 
we knew we’d probably find Regi there. She was 
a hoot.
 We’re going to miss her, but dang, she went 
out with style. She picked it and she kicked it 
at the bluegrass heaven-on-earth called IBMA 
when she got the call for the big show upstairs. 
 Regina’s death is not exactly a tragedy. It’s 
sad, it’s a drag, it’s lamentable, but it’s not tragic. 
Certainly our lives would all be richer if Regi-
na had delayed her dramatic exit for another ten 
years or so, but we don’t get to set the clock, and 
the fact that Regina left us now just means that 
we’ll all treasure whatever time we spent with her 
all the more.
 Regina Bartlett was a loving, caring, giving 
person who had a positive influence on many 
people’s lives. She leaves behind many a grieving 
friend in the California bluegrass community 
and beyond. Our sadness is a measure of our love 
and respect for Regina, but we don’t think we’re 
being too presumptuous when we suggest that 
Regina would want us all to stop moping and do 
something we enjoy. The best tribute any of us 
can give her is not to cry tears or to write words, 
but to give more of our time, money, heart and 
soul to the things that matter to us. That’s the 
Regiberry way.
 Pick on, Regina. There are no quiet camp 
hours in heaven. 
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The late Paul Craft.

files produced about him and his 
store. But famous people were only 
a tiny fraction of his clientele, he 
always stressed, and most of the 
instruments he sold were not col-
lector’s items.
 Selling an instrument, he once 
said, was more like arranging an 
adoption than making a cash trans-
action. At its best, he said, one’s 
purchase of an instrument (“the 
right one,” he liked to say) marked 
the beginning of a transformation-
al long-term relationship.
 “If you play music, life some-
how takes on a new meaning and a 
new color,” he told the public radio 
station WNYC in 2012. “You be-
come expressive in ways you never 
knew you could be. That is why 
we’re here.”

College on Staten Island and at 
Teachers College, Columbia Uni-
versity.
 While teaching English and 
giving guitar lessons at the College 
of Staten Island, he and a friend, 
Harold Kuffner, started Mandolin 
Brothers in 1971. Mr. Jay bought 
his partner’s share in 1983 and ran 
the company with his wife and two 
children until illness forced him to 
stop work several months ago. Mrs. 
Jay said no decision had been made 
about the future of the store.
Besides his wife he is survived by 
his children, Eric and Alison Reil-
ly; a sister, Andrea Jay; and two 
grandchildren.
 Mr. Jay’s famous customers 
inevitably featured prominently in 
the many articles and media pro-

was a Martin acoustic guitar made 
before 1969, when the company 
stopped using the Brazilian rose-
wood that gave it its characteristic 
clear tone. Another was any man-
dolin made in the early 20th centu-
ry by Lloyd Loar, the Stradivari of 
the mandolin. Mandolin Brothers 
sold many instruments for sums in 
the six figures.
 Stanley Michael Jay was born 
in Newark on July 29, 1943, to 
Irving and Clara Jay. His mother 
was a homemaker. His father, a 
salesman, discouraged him from 
becoming a musician, and on his 
father’s advice he majored in En-
glish at Pennsylvania State Univer-
sity. After graduating in 1965, he 
pursued postgraduate studies in 
education and English at Wagner 

a private museum, with room after 
room hung with instruments and 
furnished with comfortable couch-
es and chairs for customers to sit in 
while testing the merchandise.
 They were high-end pieces 
by any measure, including vintage 
guitars by Martin, Guild, Taylor, 
Fender, Rickenbacker and Gretsch. 
(“Mandolin Brothers is not here to 
sell you your first guitar,” Mr. Jay 
told The Staten Island Advance in 
2006. “We’re here to sell you your 
third guitar.”)
 He defined a vintage instru-
ment as one produced roughly 
between 1830 and 1969, using 
materials currently not available or 
no longer considered cost-effective, 
he said in a 2005 interview with 
Forbes magazine. One example 

By Paul Vitellooct
NY Times
 Stan M. Jay, owner of the 
Mandolin Brothers musical instru-
ment store on Staten Island, which 
has been a pilgrimage destination 
for recording stars, collectors and 
other connoisseurs of the gui-
tar, mandolin, banjo and ukulele 
for more than 40 years, died on 
Wednesday in Staten Island. He 
was 71.
 The cause was Mantle cell 
lymphoma, his wife, Bea, said.
Mr. Jay played a virtuoso behind-
the-scenes role in the musical lives 
of performers such as Joni Mitch-
ell, Bob Dylan, Jimmy Buffett and 
Paul Simon — not as a performer, 
but as one of the country’s premier 
dealers and restorers of new and 
vintage fretted instruments.
 The walls of his office at Man-
dolin Brothers, located in a tiny 
commercial strip, were papered 
with snapshots of him with those 
musicians and others, a collage of a 
Woodstock that might have been: 
Bruce Springsteen, Judy Collins, 
Lenny Kravitz, Sarah McLachlan, 
Sheryl Crow and Crosby, Stills and 
Nash, as well as celebrity guitar 
connoisseurs like Conan O’Brien 
and the filmmaker Christopher 
Guest.
 Joni Mitchell bought an an-
tique mandolin from Mr. Jay in 
1976, and composed a tune, “Song 
for Sharon”, that documented the 
purchase as provably as any sales 
slip: “I went to Staten Island, Sha-
ron/To buy myself a mandolin ...”
 Paul McCartney did not come 
personally but sent an assistant to 
have his Hofner 500/1 violin bass 
repaired. It was one of two Hofners 
he had played since the Beatles’ ear-
ly days. The other had been stolen 
in 1968, so his assistant was appar-
ently under orders to be vigilant. 
During the two days of repairs, the 
assistant watched over the work by 
day, took the guitar back to his ho-
tel overnight and returned with it 
the next morning.
 “Never took his eyes off it,” 
Mrs. Jay recalled. “High-strung fel-
low.”
 Mr. McCartney’s testimonial 
appeared in Bass Player magazine 
some years later. “My bass nev-
er played in tune,” he was quot-
ed as saying, “but I brought it to 
Mandolin Brothers and they set it 
straight.”
 His fellow Beatle, George 
Harrison, walked into the store un-
announced one afternoon in 1990 
and went on a 40-minute shopping 
spree, buying a very expensive uku-
lele and a bundle of other things, as 
Mr. Jay remembered it.
 As his wife recalled, “I was just 
about to take the kids to see ‘Teen-
age Mutant Ninja Turtles,’ ” the 
movie, “when Stan calls — ‘George 
Harrison just walked in, get over 
here,’ ” she said in an interview on 
Friday. Someone had to watch the 
store. “Oh, the kids were so disap-
pointed,” she said.
 Mr. Jay kept about 900 in-
struments in his store, which was 
laid out like a rambling house or 

Stan M. Jay of Mandolin Brothers dies at 71

Peter Cooper
The Tennessean 
 Paul Craft, the Nashville Song-
writers Hall of Famer whose spar-
kling wordplay was a reflection of 
his intelligent, irony-drenched, 
amiable personality, died Saturday 
morning at Saint Thomas Midtown 
Hospital after years of deteriorating 
health.
 Mr. Craft was 76. His songs 
traded on humor and heartache, 
with lyrics that often elicited chuck-
les and sighs.
 “Leave me alone, don’t try and 
ease me,” he wrote in the ballad 
“Walking Home In The Rain,” his 
personal favorite of his hundreds of 
compositions. “I’m not too lone-
some to handle the pain/ Too few 
lovers don’t leave me/ I’m getting 
used to walking home in the rain.”
 Though “Walking Home In 
The Rain” was Mr. Craft’s favorite 
self-penned song, it was far from his 
most successful. In the bicentennial 
year of 1976 alone, country artists 
released seven of his songs as singles, 
and two of those songs — “Hank 
Williams, You Wrote My Life” and 
the wry and rare football-themed 
gospel number, “Dropkick Me, 
Jesus (Through the Goalposts of 
Life)” — earned Grammy nomina-
tions.
 His “Brother Jukebox” was 
a No. 1 hit for Mark Chesnutt in 
1991, and he also wrote Top 10 
songs for T. Graham Brown (“Come 
As You Were”), Gail Davies (“Blue 
Heartache”) and Moe Bandy (the 
aforementioned “Hank Williams, 
You Wrote My Life”). Ray Stevens 
charted with Mr. Craft’s “It’s Me 
Again, Margaret,” a howler that 
became one of Stevens’ signature 
songs.
 The Eagles recorded Mr. 
Craft’s “Midnight Flyer” for their 
“On The Border” album and Linda 
Ronstadt memorably performed his 
“Keep Me From Blowing Away” on 
her “Heart Like A Wheel” album.
 Mr. Craft is also among the 
most-successful bluegrass song-
writers. Alison Krauss sang his 
“Teardrops Will Kiss The Morning 

Dew,” The Osborne Brothers sang 
his “Fastest Grass Alive,” Charlie 
Sizemore sang “Nothing Happen-
ing Every Minute” and The Seldom 
Scene — the progressive-minded 
group that just entered the Inter-
national Bluegrass Music Hall of 
Fame — recorded standout versions 
of his “Raised By The Railroad 
Line,” “Through the Bottom of the 
Glass” and “Keep Me From Blow-
ing Away.”
 With the exception of “Noth-
ing Happening Every Minute” 
(penned with Pat Alger), all of those 
songs were written solely by Mr. 
Craft, not carved out as collabora-
tions.
 “Back then you didn’t need to 
tell anyone you wrote a song ‘by 
yourself,’” he wrote in 2002, in the 
liner notes to his “Raised by the 
Railroad Line” album. “This was 
before the current Nashville prac-
tice of ‘co-writing.’ Some of the 
reasons for this activity I can only 
guess at. But I can’t help feeling 
that if Ernest Hemingway had been 
forced to ‘co-write’ ‘The Sun Also 
Rises,’ it wouldn’t be the same book 
and that would be a shame.”
 Mr. Craft knew his Heming-
way, and plenty more. He was the 
rare roots musician to join Ameri-
can Mensa, an organization only 
available to those who score in the 
top two percent of the general pop-
ulation on an intelligence test.
 That intelligence, and Mr. 
Craft’s unique — even quirky — 
perspective showed in his lyrics. 
“If you’re gonna walk around my 
mind, honey take your high heels 
off,” he wrote. In another song, he 
wrote that the only family he had 
left were Brother Jukebox, Sister 
Wine, Mother Freedom and Father 
Time.
 He wasn’t interested in sheer 
cleverness, though: Mr. Craft dealt 
in poetic specificity.
 “The clickety sound of the 
southbound freight and the high-
speed hum of a passenger train/ 
Becomes a part of the soul and the 
heart and the mind/ Of the boy 
that’s raised by the railroad line,” he 

wrote. And in his Ronstadt-record-
ed sinner’s prayer, he wrote “Lord, 
if you hear me, touch me and hold 
me/ And keep me from blowing 
away.”
 Born in Memphis and raised 
in Arkansas, Mr. Craft taught him-
self to play various instruments as a 
kid. In his early 20s, he paused his 
studies at the University of Virginia 
and went on the road playing banjo 
with Jimmy Martin’s Sunny Moun-
tain Boys. He also served six years 
in the U.S. Coast Guard Reserve, 
graduated from UVA, attended law 
school, recorded with Martin for 
Decca Records, managed a Mem-
phis music store, played in a band 
and, at age 28, began writing songs.
 While in Memphis, Mr. Craft 
found kindred spirits in Dickey Lee 
and Allen Reynolds, who formed 
a publishing company and be-
gan publishing Mr. Craft’s songs. 
In 1968, they placed Mr. Craft’s 
“Somewhere With Me Sometime” 
with country star Skeeter Davis, 
and Mr. Craft was, officially, a pro-
fessional songwriter.
 In Virginia, he’d met ban-
jo player Ben Eldridge and sing-
er-songwriter John Starling, and 
when those two formed The Seldom 
Scene with Mike Auldridge, John 
Duffey and Tom Gray, they began 
recording Mr. Craft’s songs. The 
first cut on the Scene’s first album, 
1972’s “Act One,” was Mr. Craft’s 
“Raised by the Railroad Line.” And 
other Craft-penned songs were re-
corded by Sam the Sham, Jerry Lee 
Lewis, Jack Greene, The Osborne 

Brothers and others.
 In 1975, Mr. Craft moved to 
Nashville, formed his own publish-
ing company and recorded for RCA, 
signed to the label by Chet Atkins, 
who became a dear friend. But Mr. 
Craft’s songwriting success eclipsed 
his recorded work, as he became 
an in-demand song-scribe, with 35 
recordings of his songs in his first 
Music City year. He also succeeded 
as a publisher, ultimately publishing 
four top-charting country songs.
 A 1978 Associated Press profile 
by Joe Edwards described Mr. Craft 
as “a cross among Tom T. Hall, Steve 
Martin and Lenny Bruce,” and that 
rings true through the years: Mr. 
Craft shared Hall’s storytelling sen-
sibilities, Martin’s elevated sense of 
absurdity and Bruce’s tendency to-
ward satire and, at times, sacrilege.
 After many Music City years, 
Mr. Craft came to be considered 
among modern country and blue-
grass music’s most inventive and 
impacting writers. An up-and-
comer became a veteran, and Mr. 
Craft’s peers came to consider him 
as Nashville Songwriters Hall of 
Fame material. He was nominated 
numerous times for the Hall, and 
was finally voted in this year, along 
with Gretchen Peters, John Ander-
son and Tom Douglas.
 On Oct. 5, Mr. Craft arrived at 
the Music City Center for his Hall 
of Fame induction. He had his pho-
to taken with his fellow inductees, 
then was rushed to Saint Thomas 
Midtown after falling ill. He died 
13 days later.

Iconic songwriter Paul Craft passes
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Hometown of Lester Flatt honors him with marker
Sparta, TN (October 16, 2014)—Bluegrass and Country mu-
sic legend, Lester Flatt, was honored in his hometown of Spar-
ta, Tennessee recently when city and county officials joined 
forces to unveil an historical marker in his honor during Spar-
ta’s annual event, Liberty Square: A Lester Flatt Celebration. 
 Plans for the marker began nearly 18 months ago when 
Sparta residents, Blake and Kimberly Williams presented the 
idea at a White County Commissioners meeting to have a 
marker placed at Oaklawn Cemetery where Flatt is buried. 
“Lester was a very humble man and when he passed away, he 
didn’t want a lot of attention,” explains Blake Williams, who 
is a former member of Flatt’s band, the Nashville Grass, and 
was also a pallbearer at Flatt’s funeral. “Kimberly and I have 
talked to many people who worked with Lester over the years 
and also to his family, and we’ve all felt the same way—that 
we wanted to do something in his honor. Since he would have 
been 100 years old in June of this year, it just made sense to do 
it now.”
 The commissioners agreed and voted unanimously to 
pass the budget for the marker. Sparta’s Mayor, Jeff Young, was 
at the meeting and without hesitation volunteered to pay for 
half the cost and offered any assistance needed to see the proj-
ect through. “With the green light from both city and county 
officials in place, Kimberly began the legwork that involved 
working with the officials, tasking music journalist Barry Ma-
zor, with the text for the marker and enlisting the help of W.D. 
Stone & Associates on a design.”

 The historical marker was unveiled during the city’s 
annual event, named for Flatt, on Saturday, October 11th. 
“We’ve been producing ‘Liberty Square: A Lester Flatt Cel-
ebration’ for well over a decade now and were thrilled to be 
able to commemorate Lester Flatt’s 100 years in bluegrass with 
this marker and some very special guests,” states Sparta May-
or, Jeff Young. The 45-minute ceremony included a special 
music presentation by Blake Williams who enlisted the help 
of another Nashville Grass alumni, Roland White, as well as 
Michael Cleveland, Wayne Southards, Dwayne Anderson and 
a guest appearance by Darin Aldridge. Tennessee State Rep-
resentative Paul Bailey presented a proclamation on behalf of 
the State of Tennessee honoring Flatt’s contributions to blue-
grass and country music and Kyle Cantrell, former Grand Ole 
Opry announcer and current program director for SiriusXM 
Bluegrass Junction, spoke on Flatt’s impact on him person-
ally and professionally. In attendance and recognized during 
the ceremony were Flatt’s granddaughter Tammy Brumfield 
and her husband Mike; Don Clark, owner of the Bluegrass 
Bus Museum; Danny Clark, an International Bluegrass Music 
Association (IBMA) Board member; Joe Lurgio, IBMA staff 
member; Ashlee-Jean Trott, associate producer of Music City 
Roots; Ray Seckler representing his father Curly Seckler; and 
White County Executive Denny Wayne Robinson.
 The historical marker will be placed at Oaklawn Ceme-
tery located on Hwy 70 just outside of Sparta, TN.

 Johnny Lee Vin-
cent was born into 
the musical Vincent 
Family on October 
18, 1940 in Button 
Ridge, Missouri; the 
youngest child of Bill 
& Erma Vincent. 
Johnny began singing 
at an early age, soon 
picked up the guitar, 
and eventually mas-
tered many stringed 
instruments. The 
Vincent family made 
their first recording 
when Johnny was 
in his young teens, 
where he sang Your 
Cheatin’ Heart. He 
attended school in 
Jim Town, Missouri, 
and started working at the Shoe Factory in Kirksville, MO at 16.
 On May 29, 1961, he married Carolyn Christine Thomp-
son. They lived in Greentop, MO. Their first child was born 
on Friday, July 13, 1962. A daughter they named Rhonda Lea 
Vincent. On October 6, 1964, Johnny was critically injured in a 
car accident near Worthington, MO, which left him paralyzed. 
He regained partial mobility, and walked with a cane until re-
cent years. Music became even more of a focus after his wreck. 
There was a music party almost every night at the Greentop res-
idence with many musicians. The family performed each week 
on KTVO TV and KIRX 1450 AM Radio, calling themselves 
The Sally Mountain Show. They played local shows, and the 
band consisted of Johnny, Carolyn, 5 year-old Rhonda, father 
Bill Vincent, brother Pearl Vincent and his wife Kathryn, and 
their sons Ricky and Joe, along with friends.
On December 27, 1969, a son was born, Darrin Lee Vincent.
 Johnny spent most days with his father; hunting, fishing, 
and making music. His father passed away on April 18, 1972, 
changing the face of The Sally Mountain Show - the band be-
came his immediate family: Carolyn and Rhonda. They per-
formed as The Sally Mountain Trio until Darrin was old enough 
to join the band. Darrin quickly became proficient on many in-
struments, and learned the signature harmony vocals his father 
is known for.
 On January 25, 1974, another son was born, Brian Alan 
Vincent.
Brian quickly learned to sing and play and joined the family 
band. His incredible voice was reminiscent of Bobby Osborne; 
the group Johnny patterned the family style from. After attend-
ing several bluegrass festivals, Johnny discovered that he could 
make a living performing with his family, keeping his family 
close.
 The Sally Mountain Show grew in popularity, gaining na-
tional attention in 1981 when they were picked up by The Lanc-
er Agency out of Nashville, Tennessee.
 Johnny and his family toured the world, performing their 
special brand of bluegrass music. He was known for his unique 
banjo style, along with his smooth vocals.
 In 1986, Johnny bought 63 acres in Queen City, Missouri 
and made one of his greatest dreams come true by hosting his 
very own bluegrass festival at Sally Mountain Park. The festival 
has continued for 28 years, and lovers of the music travel from 
around the world to experience the down-home hospitality of 
the family festival.
 As a young boy, he enjoyed playing baseball. He loved the 
outdoors, hunting, shooting, fishing, checkers, and talking to 
his CB Buddies. In recent years Johnny and Carolyn enjoyed 
their eight grandchildren. He had very special friends that vol-
unteered their time to help at the festival, keeping him company 
when he was unable to get out and about.
 Johnny is survived by his wife Carolyn Vincent, daughter 
Rhonda Vincent Sandker and husband Herb; son Darrin & Ju-
lie Vincent, son Brian & Hilary Vincent, sister Irene Armstrong, 
brothers, Forrest (Skinny) Vincent , Pearl Vincent, and sister-in-
law Charlene Lawson, along with several nieces and nephews. 
Eight Grandchildren: Sally Berry, Tensel Burke, Zachary, Victo-
ria, Chandler Vincent, Lily, Kaitlyn, Harrison Vincent.
 Preceded in death by his parents Bill & Erma Vincent, 
granddaughter Brooke Sandker, sister-in-law Faye Thompson, 
in-laws Charlie & Helen Thompson.

Johnny Lee Vincent
Father of Rhonda Vincent dies

Johnny Vincent.

Nashville, TN -- Trailblazing musician 
Dr. Ralph Stanley has been elected a 
fellow in the humanities and arts cat-
egory of the American Academy of 
Arts and Sciences in a class that also 
includes actor and director Al Pacino, 
novelists John Irving and Annie Prou-
lx, Pulitzer Prize-winning cartoonist 
Jules Feiffer, former Secretary of Labor 
Robert Reich and oceanographer and 
discoverer of the Titanic, Robert Bal-
lard, among others.
 In May, Stanley was awarded an 
honorary doctor of music degree from 
Yale University.  It was his second such 
distinction, the first having been con-
ferred in 1976 by Lincoln Memorial 
University.
 This week, Stanley will be in-
ducted formally into the Academy at 
its headquarters in Cambridge, Mas-
sachusetts on Oct. 11.  The Academy 

American Academy of Arts & Sciences to honor 
Dr. Ralph Stanley

was founded in 1780 to recognize 
America’s foremost “thinkers and do-
ers.”   Among its past members are 
George Washington, Benjamin Frank-
lin, Ralph Waldo Emerson and Martin 
Luther King Jr.  Current members in-
clude more than 250 Nobel laureates 
and 60 Pulitzer Prize-winners.
 Recognized as the leading expo-
nent of traditional Appalachian music 
and a founding father of bluegrass, 
Stanley has spread his sound around 
the world during his 68 years of tour-
ing and recording.  He began his ca-
reer in 1946 as the younger half of the 
Stanley Brothers, a group then headed 
by singer-songwriter Carter Stanley.  
The Stanley Brothers performed, re-
corded and appeared on television to-
gether until Carter’s death in 1966. 
 In the years following, Stanley 
built and led a band that at various 

times featured such rising talents as 
Ricky Skaggs, Keith Whitley, Larry 
Sparks and Charlie Sizemore.  So sig-
nificant was the Stanley sound in the 
2000 movie “O Brother, Where Art 
Thou?” that rocketed Ralph from icon 
to superstar.  He was profiled by nov-
elist David Gates in The New Yorker 
and went on to earn a Grammy as Top 
Male Country Vocalist, edging out 
Johnny Cash, Willie Nelson, Tim Mc-
Graw and Lyle Lovett.  To date, he has 
won three Grammy awards.
 Stanley’s high, forlorn vocals are 
featured in the seven-million-sell-
ing “O Brother, Where Art Thou?” 
soundtrack.  In addition, he was the 
first performer to be inducted into the 
Grand Ole Opry in the 21st Century.  
He is a member of the International 
Bluegrass Music Hall of Fame and a re-
cipient of the National Medal of Arts.

By Lucy Smith
 Hello Bluegrass Lovers! I am so excited to tell you that 
two of Bluegrass’ best vocalists are going to be appearing at 
only 3 venues in California in early December, and one of 
them is right here in Chico! They will be performing Sun-
day, December 7, at 7:00 PM in the beautiful small chapel 
at the left side of the Trinity United Methodist Church of 
Chico, 285 E. 5th Street (at Flume St.) Chico, CA
 Dale Ann Bradley is what country fans would call 
“the real deal”. Growing up in the coal country of Ken-
tucky, Dale Ann started out singing a cappella in church 
and has expanded her influence to a world-wide audi-
ence. The International Bluegrass Music Association has 
voted her Female Vocalist of the Year in 2007..... and 
2008, 2009, 2011, and 2012. Bluegrass fans may know 
her from her earlier work with the New Coon Creek 
Girls, her present Dale Ann Bradley Band, or the “pick-
up” band of women super-pickers, Sister Sadie. You 
can hear her, Steve Gulley, and mandolin player Sierra 
Hull sing one of my favorite songs (a Dale Ann original) 
“Come Home Good Boy” at her website at http://www.
daleann.com/news.php

Dale Ann Bradley and Steve Gulley Coming to 
Chico

 Steve Gulley, who lists Cumberland Gap, Tennes-
see, as his home, has been a friend of (and co-performer 
with) Dale Ann for 30 years, I’ve been told. He has been 
a part of the Dale Ann Bradley Band most recently, pre-
viously lead singer and co-founder of Mountain Heart 
with Barry Abernathy, well-loved Bluegrass & Country 
song-writer, and now is starting a new bluegrass band, 
Steve Gulley and New Pinnacle. According to Steve, in 
an interview with Bluegrass Today he’s keeping really 
busy with all his music projects, which makes it even 
more special that we get to see him sing in this duet set-
ting with his good friend and co-singer Dale Ann. Let 
me add that Steve and Dale Ann are two of the nicest 
people in the music industry!
 So put this date on your calendar. You don’t have 
to be a bluegrass fan or a country fan to enjoy this con-
cert......anybody who is a fan of good music and great 
harmony singing, will love seeing these two very special 
performers!
 We are requesting a donation of $15 for adults ($10 
for teens & students, and free for kids 13 and under) at 
the door. You really don’t want to miss this one!!
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Custom Bourgeois guitar 
auctioned to benefit Tony 
Rice

By John Lawless
BluegrassToday.com
 We have written many times 
about the difficulties Tony Rice 
has experienced of late, particu-
larly the health issues that have 
made it impossible for him to 
perform. Owing to advanced 
arthritis, Tony is no longer able 
to play the guitar without severe 
pain, leaving one of the most in-
ventive musicians in the history 
of the steel string acoustic with-
out a way to earn a living.
 It’s a great tragedy in the 
music world, but one that has 
shown the tremendous generos-
ity that exists within the com-
munity. After an appeal here at 
Bluegrass Today, donations be-
gan to flow in to a benefit fund, 
and several concerts and events 
have been held to help raise 
funds to ensure that our guitar 
hero never has to worry about 
money again.
 Now Bourgeois has joined 
in, and will auction a custom 
Tony Rice tribute guitar they 
have built. All proceeds from the 
sale will be donated to Tony.
 Founder and chief luthier 
Dana Bourgeois says that the 
guitar is a work of gratitude and 
acknowledgement for Rice.
 Dana Bourgeois“Tony Rice 
had a major impact on my ca-
reer. I got to know him back in 
the ’80s, when he often worked 
out of Boston, and I sometimes 
brought him guitars to critique. 
Once, after trying one of my 
OMs he suggested that I try 
scaling that sound into a bigger 
package, explaining that the nat-
ural balance of the OM was ideal 
for a flatpicker who used every 
note on the fretboard. After years 
of development, players like Doc 
Watson, Bryan Sutton, and 
Ricky Skaggs came to play and 

appreciate the balanced sound 
of my Dreadnoughts. I can trace 
much of my success with these 
flatpickers back to Tony’s influ-
ence. This tribute guitar to Tony 
Rice is my way of saying thanks.
 This guitar is my interpreta-
tion of Tony’s ’35 D-28. The es-
sential features are the Bourgeois 
Aged Tone Top, Bracing and 
Finish, with Brazilian back and 
sides, a bound fretboard without 
position markers, a large sound-
hole, a Tor-tis pickguard, and 
oval button Waverly tuners. The 
top bracing is period correct in 
pattern and shape, though I used 
Bourgeois standard back brac-
ing. I think ‘interpretation’ is 
an appropriate description, as I 
included many Bourgeois con-
struction features such as our 
neck joint and truss rod.”
 This custom Rice tribute 
guitar will auctioned from the 
Bourgeois web site in December. 
Check there for further details, 
and events where the guitar will 
be displayed.
 Bourgeois is in no way 
looking to infringe on the trade-
marked use of Tony’s name with 
the Santa Cruz Guitar Compa-
ny. It is used here strictly for the 
fundraiser, and is not intended 
to imply an endorsement.

Tony Rice benefit auction

Tony Rice.

The Steve Martin Prize goes 
to Eddie Adcock
By Dave Itzkoff 
NY Times
 Eddie Adcock is the winner 
of this year’s Steve Martin Prize 
for Excellence in Banjo and Blue-
grass. 
For any musician, winning a 
prestigious industry award brings 
the approval of your peers and 
the validation of your work. For 
Eddie Adcock, the winner of this 
year’s Steve Martin Prize for Ex-
cellence in Banjo and Bluegrass, 
the distinction and the $50,000 
cash prize that accompanies it 
mean even more.
 “It’s making it possible to be 
out on the road and keep writing, 
keep creating and doing my own 
music,” Mr. Adcock, 76, said re-
cently in a phone interview from 
his home in Lebanon, Tenn., near 
Nashville. “Receiving this prize 
renews my purpose and makes 
me feel at least 10 years younger.”
 Mr. Adcock, a banjo player 
and a Grammy Award nominee, 
began his career playing along-
side pioneering bluegrass musi-
cians like Bill Monroe and later 
joined the Country Gentlemen, 
the influential bluegrass group of 
the 1950s and ’60s that included 
Charlie Waller, John Duffey and 
Tom Gray.
 But as Mr. Adcock acknowl-

edged, his field of music has not 
always guaranteed fiscal stability. 
“It’s fine for you to say it don’t sell 
a lot of records,” he said with a 
laugh.
 Mr. Adcock said that some 
recent health problems had tak-
en a toll on his finances: He had 
open-heart surgery in 2004 and, 
beginning in 2007, a series of 
brain surgeries to repair the mo-
tor skills in his right hand, which 
had begun to experience tremors. 
(During the latter surgeries Mr. 
Adcock played the banjo while 
under a local anesthetic so that 
doctors could identify which part 
of his brain to treat.)
 “Some people say what I’m 
playing now is better than ever,” 
Mr. Adcock said. “I slowed things 
down just a bit and they can un-
derstand it better.”
 Mr. Martin, the author, ac-
tor and fellow banjo player, said 
in a phone interview that he and 
the other board members who 
vote on the prize did not have “a 
specific goal” of giving the award 
this year to a more seasoned play-
er.
 (The other board members 
include musicians like Béla Fleck, 
J. D. Crowe and Tony Trischka, 
and the prize has previously been 
given to performers like Jens 
Kruger.)
 “We had some younger play-

ers, we had a couple of legendary 
players,” Mr. Martin said of this 
year’s nomination process. “And 
when the votes started happen-
ing, it just drifted automatically 
to the legendary players.”
 Mr. Adcock said that because 
of the award he would not have 
to dabble in other more lucrative 
genres just to make ends meet.
 “I can go into country music 
and play it, and it is absolutely 
closer to bull manure than any-
thing I’ve ever heard,” he said. 
“When you get on a bluegrass 
stage and do what you want to, 
the audience is tuned in.”

Veteran banjo player wins bluegrass 
honor

Eddy Adcock

Rob Ickes and Trey Hensley tour west coast.

Rob Ickes and Trey Hensley West Coast 
Tour Dates, December 2014
12/4/14- Royal Room, Seattle, WA, 5000 Rainier 
Ave. South, 206-906-9920. Showtime-6pm

12/5-Green Frog, Bellingham WA.
1015 North State St., 360-961-1438. Showtime-8pm

12/6-Treehouse, Leavenworth WA.
8210 Dempsey Rd. 614-294-2264, chuck@37cellars.
com. Showtime-7pm

12/7/14- Little River Inn, Little River, CA. 7751 
North Highway One. 707-937-3944. Show-
time-7:30pm

12/8/14 - TBA

12/9/14 -Tallman Hotel, Upper Lake CA. 9550 

Main St. 707-275-2244. Showtime-7:30pm
12/10/14 -TBA

12/11/14 - Don Quixote’s, Felton CA. 6275 High-
way 9. 831-335-2800. Showtime-7:30pm

12/12/14 - Boulevard Music, Culver City CA. 4316 
Sepulveda Blvd. 310-398-2583. Showtime-8pm

12/13/14 - Powerhouse, Del Mar CA. 1658 Coast 
Blvd.

12/14/14-Country Cowboy Church, Sonora, CA. 
14888 Peaceful Valley Rd. Tickets will be available at 
Mountain Book Shop, Sonora; or Live Oak Music, 
Sonora; or from Elida at 209-586-2042. Show-
time-7:00 PM

By Bruno Brandli
     Longtime CBAs supporter and former 5th String 
Music owner, Jim Hyatt is back in business at the 
Guitar Center, 1645 Van Ness Ave, San Francisco.
     Jim owned and operated the 5th String in Berke-
ley which, for decades, was the premier acoustic mu-
sic store in the Bay Area. The store closed when their 
lease was not renewed and Jim went into retirement.
      Affectionately known as “Cowboy Jim” by his 
many friends and former customers, he has returned 
to our music community to handle all manner of 
stringed instruments, both sales and repair.
     While at the former 5th String, he hosted jams, 
introduced people to bluegrass, hosted performances 
and donated countless instruments to the CBA for 

Luthier service at SF Guitar Center
fundraising and contributed enormous fostering 
bluegrass.
     He is knowledgeable in all forms American roots 
music and is an excellent performer of country, folk and 
bluegrass.
    An excellent luthier, Jim has built mandolins, guitars 
and other instruments and can usually cure what ails 
them on the spot: no waiting in line or giving up an 
instrument for months!
     Cowboy Jim intends to do the same at Guitar Cen-
ter. This store has the added advantage of also providing 
bluegrass musicians with a large supply of instruments, 
sound boards, speakers, amps, mics and patch cords 
which are de rigueur for performing bluegrass bands.  
     Welcome back Cowboy Jim!
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CALL TO ORDER
 Tim Edes, Chairman of the Board, called the meeting to order at 10:03 AM on Sunday, 
October 19th at the CBA Fall Campout in Lodi, CA 95240.

ROLL CALL
Board Members Present:  
 David Brace, Tim Edes, Steve Goldfield, Mark Hogan, Jim Ingram, Maria Nadauld, Larry 
Phegley, Jack Hyland, Geoffrey Sargent
Board Members Absent:  
 Montie Elston, Dave Gooding
Officers Present:  
 Marcos Alvira, Bruno Brandli, Darby Brandli, Colleen Hogan, Carl Pagter, Lucy Smith
Members Present: Diana Donnelly, Carolyn Kuhn, Larry Kuhn, Josh Michaels, Dave Nielson, 
Charlene Sims, Stuart Sims, Bob Thomas, Mark Varner

APPROVAL OF ELECTION RESULTS
 The Board approved the election results as announced at the membership meeting the pri-
or evening. Maria Nadauld will fill the seat vacated by Darby Brandli, otherwise there were no 
changes in the Board.

SETTING OF THE AGENDA
 The Board approved the meeting agenda with four additions.

APPROVAL OF THE SEPTEMBER 2014 BOARD MEETING MINUTES
 The September minutes were approved as written. 

PERSONS DESIRING TO ADDRESS THE BOARD ON UNAGENDIZED ITEMS
 Charlene Sims asked to discuss two agenda items out of order in case she needed to leave: 
Instrument Raffle (item G.4.) and 2015 Fathers Day Festival (item H.2.) 

APPOINTMENTS AND 2014-2015 BOARD CALENDAR
The following Officers were approved unanimously:

Chairman of the Board: Tim Edes
Assistant to the Chairman: Geoff Sargent
President: Darby Brandli
Director of Operations: Rick Cornish
Secretary: Colleen Hogan
Treasurer: Montie Elston
Assistant Treasurer: Valerie Cornejo

 Approval of the Area Activities VP positions was tabled pending confirmation that each VP 
accepts the terms outlined in the new Position Agreement. The Board authorized the Executive 
Committee to approve the positions before the next Board Meeting.

The following Year Round positions were approved unanimously:
Advance Mail-In Ticket Sales: John Erwin
Audio Archive Project Co-Coordinator: Mark Hogan
Audio Archive Project Co-Coordinator: Dave Nielsen
Comp Tickets Coordinator: Bill Meiners
Contract Legal Advisor: Whit Washburn
Corporate Sponsorship Coordinator: Lisa Burns
DJ Kids Lending Library: Bruce Long
E-Commerce Manager: Alicia Meiners
Entertainment Contract Reviewer: Jim Ingram
IBMA Liaison: Lucy Smith
Instrument Raffle Coordinator: Charlene Sims
Insurance Advisor: Lee Hardesty
Investment Advisor: Kelly Senior
Member Giving Coordinator: Bob Thomas
Membership Coordinator: Larry Phegley
Membership Recruitment Coordinator: Steve & Kathy West 
Mercantile Coordinator: Brian Whitt
Music Camp Liaison: Geoff Sargent
Publicity Director: George Martin
Teen Ambassador: Max Schwartz
T-Shirt Design & Productions Committee: Tim Edes, David Brace
Volunteer Coordinator: Deb Livermore
Youth Program Coordinator: Darby Brandli

The following Grass Valley Festival positions were approved unanimously:
Festival Director: David Brace
Assistant Festival Director: Tim Edes
Entertainment Coordinator: Jim Ingram
Vern’s Stage Beer & Wine Manager: Deb Livermore
Vern’s Entertainment Coordinator: TJ Carskadon
Backstage Hospitality Coordinator: Jennifer Kitchen
Dance Coordinator: John Lonczak
Electric & Handicap Camping Coordinator: Mark Hogan
Electrical Coordinator: Randy Morton
Transportation & Communication Coordinator: Alex Cameron
Full Hookup Lottery Coordinator : Craig Wilson
Gate Crew Coordinator: Ron Rose
Gate Ticket Sales: Debra Clover
Handicapped Taxi Coordinator: Mike Martin

Ice Booth / Ice Wagon Coordinator: Jamie Maddox
Kids on Bluegrass: Frank Solivan
KidFest Coordinator: Kathleen Rushing
Safety & Hospitality: Chris Bockover
Shuttle Coordinator: Jim Evans
Signage Coordinator: Cameron Little
Slow Jam Coordinator: Dan Martin
Stage Lighting: Adam Brace
Stage Set Up Coordinator: Chris Olivolo
Storage Transport Coordinator: Roy West
Telephone Coordinator: Dorothy McCoy
T-Shirt Booth Coordinator: Dagmar Mansperger
Utility Coordinator: Patty Thorpe
Water Booth Coordinator: Carol Canby

Set Board Meeting Dates and Locations:
November 22, 2014 (Saturday) – Oakland, CA
December 13, 2014 (Saturday) – Modesto, CA
January 10, 2015 (Saturday) – 48 Hour Jam, Bakersfield, CA 
February 21, 2015 (Saturday) – Hayward, CA
March 15, 2015 (Sunday) – Petaluma, CA **11:00 AM**
April 18, 2015 (Saturday) – Spring Campout (location to be determined)
May 17, 2015 (Sunday) – Oakland, CA
June 2015 – no meeting due to Father’s Day Festival 
July 18, 2015 (Saturday) – Oakland, CA
August 9, 2015 (TBD) – Good Old Fashioned Festival (location TBD)
September 12, 2015 (Saturday) – Modesto, CA
October 18, 2015 (Saturday) – Fall Campout – (location TBD)

OLD BUSINESS 
2014 FDF Retrospective:
 This discussion tabled until the November meeting. David Brace will contact people who 
have not yet submitted their report. 

CBA Youth Academy 2015 contract:
 The contract expenditure with Bluegrass Camp for Kids was approved. Darby Brandli will 
submit a budget in writing for the other expenses. 

Fall Campout:
 Tim Edes congratulated David Brace on another successful campout and thanked him for 
his efforts. 
 David reported that it was the best turnout he has seen since he has managed the event.

Instrument Raffle:
 Charlene Sims handed out a report on the instrument raffle, which did not do nearly as 
well as prior years. She was asked to talk with Lisa Burns about getting additional instrument 
sponsors next year.

IBMA Update:
 Lucy Smith was acknowledged for an outstanding job in her first year as IBMA Liaison. 
She did not have the financial report yet, but feels that IBMA went very well.  Nine out of 
eleven Board members attended along with many CBA officers and members. She had a lot of 
help between her team and others who pitched in. The hospitality suite was overflowing every 
night and did a lot to promote goodwill and recognition for the CBA.

NEW BUSINESS
Bluegrass Unlimited Advertising:
 Geoff Sargent recommends that we submit three ads for FDF 2015 in consecutive issues 
of Bluegrass Unlimited in the spring and take advantage of the free festival listings in their 
January Festival Edition. 

FDF 2015:
 Charlene Sims asked to discuss the issue of electronic cigarettes in the audience area. The 
Board agreed they will be banned in the audience area in 2015 just like regular cigarettes, and 
designated smoking areas will be established within the inner festival grounds. She also brought 
up the issue of companion dogs in the audience area, which will be discussed at the FDF Ret-
rospective.

REPORTS
Executive Committee Report:
 No actions were taken by the Executive Committee other than determination that a closed 
session of the Board would be conducted to make decisions on TAG Committee recommenda-
tions. 
 Darby Brandli is no longer an elected member of the Board and therefore can no longer 
participate in the Executive Committee. The Board unanimously approved Mark Hogan to 
take her place.

Membership Report:
 As of Oct. 1, there are 2442 members. Discussion ensued about how to recruit more mem-
bers and encourage renewals. Maria Nadauld volunteered to compose a letter that Area Activ-
ities VPs and Board Members can use to guide conversations when contacting members who 
have not renewed.

Minutes of the October 19, 2014 - California Bluegrass Association Board Meeting

Continued on A-11
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Treasurer’s Report:
 Treasurer Montie Elston was 
not present at the meeting and did 
not submit a report.

Music Camp Report:
 Geoff Sargent sent a detailed 
Music Camp report via email before 
the meeting. Most of this will be 
covered at the FDF Retrospective 
next month. He is working with Pe-
ter and Janet on the 2015 budget.

Area Activities VP Reports:
Mark Hogan (North Bay) 
 Mark is working on booking 
the last few acts for the SCB&FF. 
He is still dealing with a parking is-
sue at the Coffee Cats jam in Sebas-
topol.

Larry Phegley (South Bay / Mon-
terey Bay) 
 The jams are stable in the South 
Bay. He is starting to work on Great 
48.

Bruno Brandli (East Bay)
 Bruno mentioned Jim Hyatt 
is back in the Bay Area. There will 
be a feature on him in the Bluegrass 
Breakdown.

Lucy Smith (Butte / Tehama) 
  Lucy reported that they are 
looking for a new jamming place 
in her area. She will be starting up 
concerts next year and is looking at 
bringing in national acts.

President’s Report:
 Darby Brandli reported that 
Huck Finn Festival will be the sec-
ond weekend of June from now on. 
FDF 2015 falls the third weekend of 
June so there won’t be a conflict in 
2015. 
 She and David Brace plan to 
attend a meeting with the Nevada 
County Fairgrounds to review how 
things are going. Strawberry did 
well and will be there next Memori-
al Day Weekend. 
 A total of about $1,000 was 
raised for the Youth Academy at the 
campout between the raffle, passing 
the hat, and a private donation from 
one family.

Chairman’s Report:
 Tim Edes stated he did not 
have anything to add to the meeting 
that was not already covered. He 
adjourned the regular meeting and 
moved to Closed Session.

CONFIRM TIME AND PLACE 
FOR THE NEXT BOARD 
MEETING
Next meeting:  
 Saturday, November 22 at 10 
AM at the Brandli home in Oak-
land, CA.

ADJOURNMENT
 Meeting adjourned at 12:45 
pm. 

Minutes of the 
October 19 CBA 
Board Meeting

Minutes compiled by 
Colleen Hogan, CBA Sec-

retary

BANJO LESSONS WITH ALLEN HENDRICKS of Hendricks Banjos, the California Quickstep and 
formerly of the South Loomis Quickstep.  I teach all styles of five-string banjo playing that can 
be done with finger picks.  All levels from rank beginner to accomplished player who may need 
additional direction to take his or her playing to a higher level.  Private individual lessons as well 
as teaching your group to compliment each other’s styles and abilities.  I teach at my own private 
studio in the Sacramento Area.  I also teach in my home just north of Placerville.  I play banjo, I 
make banjos, and I sometimes buy and sell banjos and other stringed instruments.  For further 
information or to schedule lesson times, please call 916-614-9145 or 530-622-1953.

CBA 
CLASSIFIED 

ADS

LESSONS
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Berkeley Old Time Music Convention 2014 photos by Mike Melnyk

IBMA 2014

Top left: Young old time band from Seattle, The Onlies. Top right: The Earl White String 
Band. Right: Clifftop faovrites, The Cliffhangers.  Above: Frank Geroge and Kim John-
son horse around at BOTMC, which spills out into the streets.             Photos: Mike Melnyk

The new location for the IBMA convention in Raleigh, NC drew many Californians this 
year.  Left: a group of CBA folks prepare to attend the awards show. Below: Mark Hogan 
and excellent flatpicker Rebecca Frazier in the vendor’s area.   Photos courtesy Jim Ingram 
and Mark Hogan.



December 2014                                                                                                    Bluegrass Breakdown A-13

Experience fourteen years of the Hardly Strictly 
Bluegrass Festival (HSB)—one of Warren 
Hellman’s inspired gifts to San Francisco. 
On view now.

Plan your visit at thecjm.org to see live bands 
who have previously performed at HSB.

Hardly Strictly Warren 
Hellman is organized 
by The Contemporary 
Jewish Museum, 
San Francisco. Major 
Sponsorship for this 
exhibition is provided 
by Osterweis Capital 
Management. 
Additional generous 
support is provided 
by Phyllis Cook, the 
Carla and David Crane 
Foundation of the 
Jewish Community 
Federation and 
Endowment Fund, the 
Hellman Family, and 
Rosanne and Al Levitt.
Major support for 
The Contemporary 
Jewish Museum’s 
exhibitions and Jewish 
Peoplehood Programs 
comes from the Koret 
Foundation. Image: 
Warren Hellman. © 
2008, Jay Blakesberg.

Top left: Dry Branch Fire Squad. 
Left: Emmylou Harris. Below left: 

Keith Little.  Right: one of 
several stages at Hardly Strictly 
Bluegrass Festival 2014.   

Photos: Mike Melnyk
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By Ryan McCarthy
Daily Republic

VALLEJO — Veterans of the “forgot-
ten war” were remembered, honored and 
thanked Sunday in an event sponsored 
by the Consul General of the Republic 
of Korea in San Francisco and Rep. Mike 
Thompson.
 Korean War veterans didn’t come back 
in the 1950s to parades as they did after 
World War II, but returned instead to a 
war-weary country, said Thompson, D-St. 
Helena, a combat veteran of the Vietnam 
War who represents the 5th Congressional 
District.
 “The country forgot the war,” he said, 
“and sadly, the warrior.”
 Thompson, speaking at the Vallejo 
Veterans Memorial Building event, told 
veterans “you answered the call to defend 
a country you never knew and people you 
never met.”
 He spoke about standing on the bor-
der between South and North Korea. 
South Korea is flourishing, Thompson 
said, while North Korea is home to famine 
and oppression.
 The Honorable Han Dong-man, the 

consul general, said 
without the heroism 
of the veterans, South 
Korea would not enjoy 
peace and democracy. 
One thing forever un-
changed is the coun-
try’s gratitude to U.S. 
veterans of the Korean 
War, he said.
 Vallejo resident 
Frank McNelis, 86, 
among about 40 vet-
erans honored Sunday, 
said after the ceremo-
nies that most in the 
country did overlook 
the war.
 “They never 
knew we were gone,” 
he said of Americans in 
the 1950s.
 McNelis said 

his sister-in-law got him to the Sunday cer-
emony.
 “She had to hogtie me to get me here,” 
McNelis said.
 Joseph Mickelsen, 84, of Vallejo, spoke 
about his year and a half in Korea as a U.S. 
Army corporal. He remembered the smell 
of rot and rats – and the welcome dry socks 
and cigarettes.
 The Korean War was a battle with 
communism that ended, Mickelsen said, 
because “we didn’t want to get into World 
War III.”
 The conflict with that ideology isn’t 
over, he said.
 He called communism a sleeping giant 
– and that while everybody thinks its days 
are over – the murderous ideology, he said, 
“is alive and well.”
 “It’s do what you’re told or you’ll be 
murdered,” Mickelsen said. “It’s too bad 
there’s such a thing as a North Korea.”
 The U.S. will always have enemies, he 
said.
 “When you’re the big guy on the block 
there’s always some tough guy trying to 
take it away from you,” the Korean War 
veteran said.

Solano ceremony honors ‘forgotten 
war’ veterans

Korean War Veteran Bill Downs, center, is presented with a medal 
along with fellow veteran friends Jim Boyd, left, and Jesse House, 
right, during an event to honor Solano County’s veterans of the 
Korean War at the Vallejo Veterans Memorial Building, Sept. 28, 
2014, in Vallejo. Photo: Steve Reczkowski/Daily Republic

Joe Weed & Highland Studios

We know acoustic music!
Recording, Editing
Mixing, Mastering

Bluegrass Masters

1(800)354-5580
JoeWeed.com

www.siminoff.net

...every note of every chord
Engineered with compensated down pressures for balanced tone

Banjo: Light, medium, and heavy - Chromium stainless wound fourth string
Mandolin: Medium and heavy - Phosphor bronze wound third and fourth strings

STRAIGHT UP STRINGS
BY SIMINOFF

Introducing...

 At the recent CBA Fall Campout the results of the board of directors were announced 
by election coordinator Josh Michaels. The 2014/2015 CBA board of directors will be (with 
number of votes): Tim Edes (235); Montie Elston (233); Mark Hogan (231); David Brace 
(216); Dave Gooding (216); Jim Ingram (197); Maria Nadauld (188); Geoff Sargent (186); 
Steve Goldfield (185); Larry Phegley (181); and Jack Hyland (156). Votes for candidate Kim 
Bryan Smith fell short, totaling 143.

By Charlene Sims
CBA Instrument Raffle Coordinator
 The winners of the CBA Instrument Raffle for 2014 are: Bass: Gerald “Jerry” Henderson, 
Morgan Hill; Fiddle: Rob Shotwell, Grass Valley; Mandolin: Angelica Grim, Florida; Banjo: 
Gloria Hensel, Acampo; Guitar: Mary Krugh, Visalia
 Winners bought their tickets by mail order, at the FDF, from board members and at the 
Lodi campout. 
 Many thanks to all who supported the CBA and the volunteers who helped sell tickets at 
Grass Valley. 

New CBA leadership 

2014 CBA instrument raffle
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By Lucy Smith
 I returned from a life-changing 
musical, social, and very person-
al experience at the International 
Bluegrass Music Association’s Con-
vention and Wide-Open Bluegrass 
Festival in Raleigh, North Caro-
lina, and as the new-at-the-helm 
leader of the California Bluegrass 
Association’s host team for this 
event, I wanted to share some of 
the highlights of this magical week.
 First of all, this is the 25th year 
of CBA’s involvement at the annu-
al IBMA event. Many thanks to 
Carl Pagter, who so many years ago 
recognized the importance of this 
international organization, whose 
main goal is to promote bluegrass 
music. Carl headed up the Califor-
nia Bluegrass Association’s presence 
at IBMA for 12 years, followed by 
Larry Kuhn’s 12 year tenure, while 
the Convention site moved from 
Louisville KY, to Owensboro KY, 
to Nashville TN, and in 2013, to 
Raleigh NC. 
 As the largest bluegrass organi-
zation in the world, the CBA makes 
itself known at IBMA, in part, by 
sponsoring Wednesday’s showcase 
luncheon at the convention each 
year. This year CBA President Dar-
by Brandli and CBA Chairman of 
the Board Tim Edes were award 
presenters. We make our presence 
meaningful by showcasing Cali-
fornia, national, and international 
bluegrass bands in the CBA suite 
every evening; by hosting jams in 
the suite from 2pm to 3am; and by 
having young musicians from the 
CBA Kids on Bluegrass program 
perform with the IBMA Kids on 
Bluegrass led by Kim Fox. 
 In fact, there is a wonderful 
article in the International Blue-
grass publication on the IBMA 
Kids on Bluegrass which rightly 
credits Frank Solivan Sr. of CBA 
for initiating the concept of Kids 
on Bluegrass programs, now at 
IBMA and various bluegrass fes-
tivals across the country. In the 
same issue, you can find the IBMA 
Award winners for 2014 (Frank 
Solivan II’s band Dirty Kitchen 
being one of them!), see wonder-
ful photos of the Raleigh event, 
and read the IBMA tribute to our 
member, Regina Bartlett in an In 
Remembrance section. Find this 
on line at http://issuu.com/ibma/
docs/ib-october_a4/12
 For me, this was a watershed 
year as the manager of the CBA 
host team for IBMA. My job start-
ed four months earlier, with com-
munications to IBMA leaders, se-
lecting host team members (eight 
total), lining up tickets for the 
event for attending CBA members, 
procuring a suite and bedrooms at 
the Marriott Hotel (AKA Bluegrass 
Central!) for CBA team members, 
selecting and scheduling what 
eventually grew to 31 spectacular 
bluegrass bands to showcase in the 
CBA Suite, seeking donations from 
California companies: beer from 
Sierra Nevada Brewery, wine from 
Guglielmo Winery, and cheese 
from Rumiano Cheese Compa-
ny......well, you get the idea!

 So arriving in Raleigh on Sun-
day, September 28, I felt prepared 
to hit the ground running. Geoff 
Sargent and Montie Elston of the 
CBA Board of Directors were two 
of the host team members also ar-
riving on Sunday, as were first-tim-
ers Tom and Sharon Bailey from 
Clayton (East Bay). All were in-
valuable from beginning to end! 
Frank Solivan, Kay Wilkes, and 
Regina Bartlett—all experienced 
CBA host team members-- arrived 
the next day, Monday. Together, we 
put together the suite: removing 
furniture, adding chairs for jam-
ming and audience arrangements, 
retrieving CBA goods, picking up 
food items, etc. By nightfall, we 
were ready to go out for a great 
meal to celebrate Geoff’s birthday 
at the Oxford Pub on Fayetteville 
Street in Raleigh, where the Tony 
Williamson Band was playing. It 
was a great beginning for a very 
busy, memorable, and spectacular 
week!
 The Convention started on 
Tuesday, September 30, and we 
were so ready! We had a large con-
tingency of CBA members, includ-
ing nine of our eleven board of di-
rector members, attending IBMA 
this year. We took advantage of the 
many seminars on the “business” 
of bluegrass: Running a festival, 
seeking out sponsors, hiring bands, 
leading bluegrass jams, insurance 
issues, sound issues, marketing, 
and many more. In addition to the 
daytime seminar sessions, the city 
of Raleigh hosted what is called the 
“Bluegrass Ramble”.  Every night, 
various restaurants and pubs, as 
well as stages in the convention 
center, showcased bluegrass bands 
from all over the country. It’s just 
unfortunate one cannot be in two 
or three places at once!
 If I had to be in one place, 
however, it was where I did spend 
most of my time, every evening: In 
the CBA Suite on the third floor of 
the Marriott Hotel. Picture this: A 
lively bluegrass jam is in progress, 
taking over the entire suite. At 
7:53 PM the jam abruptly stops. 
Musicians put away instruments; 
listeners and CBA members rear-
range chairs to “audience” mode. 
Folks pour in through the “bar-
side” door of the suite. Geoff Sar-
gent clinks a wine glass to get ev-
eryone’s attention, and announces 
the first band of the night, which 
enters through the other door of 
the suite, and play a 26-minute set.  
Just like that: in seven minutes, 
we morphed from one of the best 
jams in town to what I consider the 
best bluegrass band showcase. The 
CBA Suite presented six to eight 
bands each night, and while audi-
ence members drifted in and out 
between bands, there was always 
a wildly enthusiastic audience re-
sponse for each band. No kidding!
 I hope you are wondering 
just who did play in our suite, be-
cause I’m just so wanting to brag! 
So here it goes, in chronological 
order: Tuesday was Larry Ste-
phenson Band, Nu-Blu, Darin & 
Brooke Aldridge, Frank Solivan 

and Dirty Kichen, Laurie Lewis 
& Kathy Kallick singing songs of 
Vern & Ray, and Michael Cleve-
land and Flamekeeper. Wednesday 
we featured Molly Tuttle & John 
Mailander, Special Consensus, 
Town Mountain, Donna Ulisse 
Band, Earl Brothers (IBMA show-
case band from CA), Sister Sadie, 
Danny Paisley & Southern Grass, 
and Adkins & Loudermilk.  Thurs-
day, after the IBMA AWARDS, at 
11 PM we hosted Sideline, Driven, 
and Front Country.
 OK, stop and take a breath, 
because there’s more. Friday was 
Breaking Grass, Rob Ickes & Trey 
Hensley, Dale Ann Bradley Band 
with Phil Ledbetter (IBMA Dobro 
Player of the Year, 2014), Mustered 
Courage (from Australia), Wayne 
Taylor & Appaloosa, Helen High-
water, Foghorn String Band, and 
Flatt Lonesome (IBMA Emerging 
Artist 2013). And finally, Satur-
day we hosted the Brothers Barton 
(from Bakersfield, CA), the Da-
vidson Brothers (from Australia), 
Lonely Heartstring Band, Rebecca 
Frazier and Hit & Run, Lorraine 
Jordan & Carolina Road, and 
Chris Henry and The Hardcore 
Grass (who will appear as our CBA 
2015 Emerging Artist at Grass Val-
ley).
 These musicians all graced the 
non-amplified CBA suite stage as 
unpaid volunteer bands. None of 
the performers at IBMA are paid. 
As I understand it, the profits from 
all IBMA events go into a fund to 
help with medical care for blue-
grass musicians. So, to all the bands 
listed here, our heartiest thanks for 
your generosity and your superb 
performances!
 You should also know that not 
only does the CBA showcase great 
bluegrass bands, and host “celebri-
ty-studded” jams, we offer drinks 
and hors d’oeurves to our guests 
every night until 3:00 AM, making 
the CBA hospitality suite live up to 
its name! While some of the food 
items are provided by CBA, a great 
proportion was donated, as men-
tioned earlier, by Sierra Nevada 
Beer (Chico & Mills River, NC), 
Guglielmo Winery (Morgan Hill), 

and Rumiano Cheese (Willows). 
Not only did the Rumianos donate 
cheese, fiddler Pat Rumiano was 
on-hand to help prepare food trays 
and tend bar.
 This brings me to that part 
about the CBA volunteers who 
made the CBA suite one of the 
most talked-about venues at 
IBMA. The host team of seven vol-
unteers mentioned above: Geoff 
Sargent, Montie Elston, Tom & 
Sharon Bailey, Kay Wilkes, Regina 
Bartlett, and Frank Solivan worked 
incredibly hard, doing whatever 
was necessary. They were friendly, 
welcoming, and served as excellent 
hosts and representatives of CBA. 
To them, I am extremely grateful!
 As many of you have heard, 
Regina Bartlett from Watsonville 
passed away in her sleep at IBMA 
in the early hours of Wednesday 
morning, October 1. Regina was 
delighted to be at IBMA! As an ex-
perienced host team member, she 
was in charge of setting up the food 
trays on that Tuesday night, pass-
ing on her experience to the rest 
of us. And like all of us, she stayed 
until the suite closed at 3:00 AM. 
She and Barbara Roswell then went 
out jamming until about 4:30. She 
had a great night! The doctors 
blame her death on systemic heart 
disease related to diabetes. What 
I’d like to remember about Regi-
na is that she really lived life. She 
loved playing music with friends, 
loved her friends, loved working 
with the Kids on Stage program at 
the Good Old-Fashioned Festival. 
She was always generous, always 
friendly, welcoming, and sharing. 
She set an example for me of how 
to live. And if I’m very, very lucky, 
I will go out of this world the way 
she did—doing what I love with 
the people I love in an amazing 
bluegrass environment!
 While Reggie’s persona could 
not be replaced, many people 
stepped in to help on all the things 
Regina would have done, and to 
them I am extremely grateful! The 
list of “spontaneous” CBA helpers 
who assisted members of the host 
team include Amy Sullivan, Kali 
Nowakowski, Rita & John Erwin, 

Pat Rumiano, Maria Nadauld & 
friends, David Brace, Rick Cor-
nish, Laura Quinn, Barbara Ros-
well, and a host of CBA board 
members and general members 
who would just drop by and fill in 
where needed! Thank you all!
 Many of us attended the 2014 
IBMA Awards Ceremony at the 
Duke Energy Center, just a block 
from the Marriott. It was a perfect 
ending to the 3-day conference. 
(Chris Stuart, from SoCal, was one 
of two producers of the Awards 
Show.) On Friday & Saturday, 
the Wide Open Bluegrass festival 
began. The entire main street in 
downtown Raleigh closed down to 
traffic, and opened up to bluegrass 
bands on 5 outdoor stages, includ-
ing the Plaza Stage just in front 
of the Marriott. Other big venues 
included the Red Hat Amphithe-
ater, an outside venue, and the 
Convention Center Stage inside. 
The outside venues were open to 
the public, and the streets were just 
packed! Raleigh really knows how 
to throw a party!
 So I hope I was able to give 
you a picture of what the annual 
IBMA World of Bluegrass in Ra-
leigh, North Carolina, is like. For 
a great video, please go to https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ef_
FdAUFubs. This video was put on 
YouTube by Derek Halsey, a visi-
tor to the CBA suite, an admirer 
of Regina, a journalist for bluegrass 
publications, and twice nominat-
ed for Bluegrass Journalist. If you 
watch to the end, you will see his 
dedication of the video to Regina. 
You might also want to know that 
Adkins & Loudermilk dedicated 
a song to her during their Plaza 
Stage set on Friday. It was lovely 
to know Regina had so many good 
friends in the California, the na-
tional and international bluegrass 
“families”, many of whom stopped 
by the CBA Suite during the week 
to express their condolences. It just 
proved to me, once again, that this 
community of bluegrass players 
and listeners is like a family. And I 
hope that you someday make it to 
one of the “family reunion” in the 
years to come!

IBMA Raleigh 2014: The epicenter of world-class bluegrass!

 Left to right: Rita  Erwin & John Erwin (CBA suite volunteers), Regina Bartlett, Tom Bailey (both CBA Host 
Team Members), David Brace (CBA BOD and Festival Director and CBA suite volunteer), Barbara Rosner 
(CBA suite volunteer), and Kay Wilkes (CBA Host Team Member.)                                                photo: Lucy Smith
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The Father’s Day Bluegrass Festival is produced by our volunteer members and promises four days of fabulous music on three stages, jamming, 
workshops, youth programs, the Kids on Bluegrass, Luthiers’ Pavilion, Vern’s Beer and Wine Garden and a large concession area with food, 

drink and crafts. 
Information: 

www.cbaontheweb.org

The David Grisman Bluegrass 
 Experience
The Nashville Bluegrass Band

The Kentucky Colonels Reunion 

The Good Ol’ Persons Reunion

The Bluegrass Patriots Reunion

The Spinney Brothers

Adkins and Loudermilk

Steep Ravine

Molly Tuttle and Friends

Kids On Bluegrass

CBA Emerging Artist
Chris Henry 
 and the Hardcore Grass
......and many, many, many more
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CBA Member Early Bird Ticket Prices  and Senior Citizen (Age 65 and over) Discounts are offered to CBA Members only.   Members are entitled 
to purchase 1 discount ticket for a single membership or 2 discount tickets for a Couple’s Membership.   Deadline for Early Bird  Discount tickets 
is February 28, 2015.  No member Discounts available at the gate.  

~ EARLY BIRD TICKET ORDER FORM ~

Name  
Address  
City 
State _____Zip 
Phone           Email 

Early Bird Discount Tickets
(11/1/14 - 2/28/15)

CBA Member Tickets
4-DayAdult .............................. $110
4-Day Senior (65 & over) ........ $100
4-Day Teen (16-18) ................... $50
3-Day Adult  .............................. $90
3-Day Teen  .............................. $40

Non-Member Ticket Prices 
4-Day Adult..............................$135
4-Day Senior (65 & over) ........ $125
4-Day Teen (16-18)....................$55
3-Day Adult..............................$115
3-Day Teen (16-18)....................$45

Advance Discount Tickets
  (3/1/15 - 5/31/15)

CBA Member Tickets
4-DayAdult .............................. $125
4-Day Senior (65 & over) ........ $115
4-Day Teen (16-18) ................... $60
3-Day Adult  ............................ $105
3-Day Teen  .............................. $45

Non-Member Ticket Prices 
4-Day Adult..............................$150
4-Day Senior (65 & over) ........ $140
4-Day Teen (16-18)....................$60
3-Day Adult..............................$130
3-Day Teen (16-18)....................$45

Single Day Tickets 
No discounts available
Thursday........... Adult $35/Teen $15
Friday................ Adult $50/Teen $20
Saturday............ Adult $55/Teen $25
Sunday...............Adult $35/Teen $15

Please send me the following Early Bird Discount tickets to the CBA’s 40th Annual Father’s Day 
Weekend Bluegrass Festival:

CBA Member Tickets
____  4-Day Adult @ $110
____  4-Day Senior @$100
____  4-Day Teen (16-18) @$50
____  3-Day Adult (Th/Fri/Sat) @$90*
____  3-Day Teen (16-18)  (Th/Fri/Sat) @$40*
____  3-Day Adult (Fri/Sat/Sun) @$90*
____  3-Day Teen (16-18)  (Fri/Sat/Sun) @$40*

Non-Member Tickets 
 ____ 4-Day Adult @$135
____ 4-Day Senior @$125
____ 4-Day Teen @$55
____ 3-Day Adult  (Th/Fri/Sat) @$115*
____ 3-Day Teen (16-18)  (Th/Fri/Sat) @$45*
____ 3-Day Adult  (Fri/Sat/Sun) @$115*
____ 3-Day Teen (16-18)  (Fri/Sat/Sun) @$45*
•Please specify which 3 days

Single Day Tickets
____  Thursday Only @ $35 Mail ticket order form, a SELF 

ADDRESSED, STAMPED BUSI-
NESS-SIZED ENVELOPE,  and check 
or money order payable to the Califor-
nia Bluegrass Association (CBA) to:     

CBA Festival Tickets
John Erwin

375 Las Vegas Street
Morro Bay, CA 93442-1548

For Credit Card orders visit www.cbaontheweb.org. NO REFUNDS. Festival general info at 209-588-9214

Camping is included in all 
3 and 4 day tickets.  Early 
camping opens Sunday, 
June 14.  Camping fees are 
$20 per night per unit (RVs), 
$15 per night per unit (tents) 
on a first come, first-served 
basis from Sunday, June 14 
through Wednesday, June 
17. 

Designated tent camping 
area available. 

Special campsites with 
guaranteed electricity spac-
es @$110 each with ad-
vance reservations (Monday 
thru Sunday).

Handicapped campers who 
need special accommoda-
tions must make advance 
reservations by May 1, 2015.  
Please see this ad next 
month for contact informa-
tion and reservations.

Camping Reservations:
____ nights Pre-festival tent camping 

@$15 per night (first-come, first-
served) for a total of $________

____ nights Pre-festival RV camping 
@$20 per night (first-come, first-
served) for a total of $________

____ Reserved space with guaranteed          
electricity @$110 per space.  
(6/14/15 - 6/21/15)

GATE TICKET PRICES
4-Day Adult $160
4-Day Teen (16-18) $70
3-Day Adult  $130
3-Day Teen (16-18) $55

Children 15 & Under FREE  with 
a paid adult admission.

NO MEMBER DISCOUNTS
ON GATE TICKETS.

CBA Member No. ____________
Date of Order _______________
Total for Tickets ________________
Total for Camping _______________
Total Enclosed______________

Early Bird Discount Ticket Order Form -- Deadline 2/28/15

____  Friday Only @ $50
____  Saturday Only @ $55

 
      ____  Teen @ $15
____  Teen @$20
_  ___  Teen @$25

____  Sunday Only @ $35     ____  Teen @$15

Come and join us in our 40th Annual Fathers’ Day Weekend Bluegrass Festival  
at the Nevada County Fairgrounds in Grass Valley, California!  

Four days of family fun, jamming, workshops, Children’s Programs, Luthier’s 
Pavilion, Kids on Bluegrass, camping on site and the best in Bluegrass and Old Time 

Music on stage under the beautiful pine trees.

Things You Should Know
• “Dogs and cats are allowed only in designated camping areas during the festival, none are allowed in the main

 venue area. No pets in tent-camping-only area. Owners must comply with CBA’s policies. Please see our website or 
inquire at 209-588-9214.

•Camping is in the rough on the festival site beginning Sunday, June 14 through Wednesday, June 17  for a fee of $20 
per unit per night  (lots of grass and big pine trees), on a first-come, first-served basis.  Designated tent only camping 
area available.  Guaranteed electric only sites available - see below for fee information.

•Limited number of campsites for handicapped persons.  Advance reservations required by May 1, 2015.  
•Camping during the festival is included in 3 and 4 day tickets.  
•Food and soft drink concessions on site. Picnic baskets and coolers permitted - no glass, please. 
•Bring lawn chairs or blankets for seating. Audience area is a grassy lawn with trees. 
•Festival is held rain or shine -- ABSOLUTELY NO REFUNDS.

Where is the Festival Site?
The Nevada County Fairgrounds is located at 11228 McCourtney Road in the town of Grass Valley, California.  From 
Sacramento, take Interstate 80 east to the town of Auburn.  Take the Hwy. 49 - Grass Valley exit and go north about 28 
miles.  There are signs on the highway directing you to the fairgrounds -- about 2 miles.



A-18 Bluegrass Breakdown December 2014

 The Julian Family Fiddle 
Camp is proud to offer instruction 
by some of the best musicians and 
teachers around today.  Indeed, we 
are excited to have the innovative 
flatpick guitarist and singer, Scott 
Law, return to lead our 2015 flat-
pick guitar instruction.  We’re also 
pleased to announce that one of the 
best mandolin players and mando-
lin instructors on the scene today, 
Brian Oberlin, will be with us to 
lead our mandolin instruction. 
As for old-time banjo, once again 
Chris Coole will travel out from 
Toronto to lead instruction in this 
very “coole” instrument.  Regard-
ing fiddle, we are simply delighted 
to note that, not only will the phe-
nomenal cross-genre fiddler/violin-
ist, composer, educator and sing-

Instruction for the young and young-at-heart at 
Julian Family Fiddle Camp April 8 - 12, 2015

Band submissions
 Deadline for Band Applica-
tions for the 2015 GOF is Decem-
ber 31st, 2014. It’s that time again!  
Any band interested in performing 
at the 2015 Good Old Fashioned 
Bluegrass Festival at Bolado Park 
in Tres Pinos near Hollister (the 
Bands will perform August 7th, 
8th or 9th 2015) needs to submit 
their materials and information by 
December 31st, 2014 to. You can 
find the address and all the require-
ments at www.scbs.org.

GOF Kids on Stage 
 The Northern California Blue-
grass Society has announced that 
Isaac Cornelius of Los Gatos will 
head the Kids On Stage Program 
at the 2015 Good Old Fashioned 
Bluegrass Festival. He will replace 
the late Regina Bartlett, who orga-
nized the popular program for the 
past 15 years.
 Kids On Stage is open to all 
under-18 GOF attendees. The pro-
gram does not teach children how 

to sing or play instruments, but or-
ganizes young musicians into per-
forming groups that rehearse and 
appear on the festival’s main stage. 
It is one of the most popular sets at 
the August festival. The GOF pro-
gram, started in 1995, is one of the 
oldest performing kids offerings in 
the nation.
 Isaac is a veteran of KOS, and 
at age 17 will bring his experience 
as a performer to the project. The 
remaining longtime adult KOS 
crew is expected to return as well.
 Isaac plans to study music 
therapy in college. He has volun-
teered as the assistant stage manag-
er at the festival in past years and is 
a valuable GOF team member. In 
addition to participating in KOS, 
Isaac is a member of his family 
band, the Wildcat Mountain Ram-
blers.
 He will announce his plans for 
2015 as we get closer to the festival. 
He is available to talk to interested 
children and parents at (408) 402-
1325.

 BlueGrass West! will present 
an intimate, candlelight concert of 
classic American bluegrass, folk, 
and early country music at Santa 
Barbara’s historic Presidio Chapel. 
Peter Feldmann, Blaine Sprouse, 
Tom Lee, and David West will 
feature material covering a wide 
span of country music history and 
styles, from the original Carter 
Family, the Delmore Brothers, to 
Jimmie Rodgers and the bluegrass 
music of Bill Monroe. The songs 
and tunes are performed in a vari-
ety of combinations, featuring fid-
dle, bass, mandolins, banjos, and 
guitars.  “Since the chapel is a rec-
reation of an important California 

NCBS news: The Good Old Fashioned 
Festival 2015 - August 7-9

historic site, I felt it’d be a great 
idea to incorporate a little history 
in our show.  We’ll present some 
of our standard ‘classic’ bluegrass 
repertoire, but we’ll add some 
interesting songs from the Wild 
West of the nineteenth century, as 
well as a little bluegrass history”, 
notes Peter.
 The concert, which begins at 
8:00 PM, is co-sponsored by the 
Santa Barbara Trust for Histor-
ic Preservation. Advance tickets, 
priced at $15, will go on sale at 
the Santa Barbara Trust for His-
toric Preservation offices, 123 E. 
Cannon Perdido on November 
15th. Tickets will also be available 

Bluegrass / Americana music by candlelight - 
Peter Feldmann and the Very Lonesome Boys in 
concert Saturday, December 6th

on-line at [ http://bluegrasswest.
com/tickets.htm ]. If available, 
tickets will be sold on the day of 
the event when the doors open at 
7:30 PM. Trust members are of-
fered advance tickets at $12.
 Peter Feldmann, long a a 
musical mainstay in Santa Bar-
bara and Southern California 
will be joined by guitarist / ban-
joist David West, fiddler Blaine 
Sprouse, and bassist Tom Lee for 
a program of acoustic country 
and bluegrass music. Their rep-
ertoire ranges from early blues 
and ballads, old time fiddle tunes, 
country heart songs to bluegrass 
classics.

er-songwriter, Enion Pelta-Tiller, 
lead JFFC 2015’s  Intermediate/
Advanced fiddle sections, Nation-
al Fiddle Champs, Katie Glassman 
and Luke Price are teaming up to 
teach intermediate and advanced 
students particularly interested in 
Texas-style and contest-oriented 
fiddling and associated backup 
guitar.  More details about our 
2015 faculty can be found on our 
Instructors page at www.familyfid-
dlecamp.org.
 As long as you can play a 
couple of simple tunes on fiddle, 
mandolin, guitar or banjo, we’ve a 
class and instructor suited just for 
you!  People of all ages and walks 
of life come to the Camp, and we 
recognize they do so for a variety 
of reasons.   While everyone seeks 

some fun and instruction, we are 
particularly sensitive to: 
 The interests of classical mu-
sicians seeking more comfort play-
ing “off the page”; young musicians 
who hope to broaden their skills, 
interests and repertoires; and mid-
dle-age and senior instrumentalists 
who wish to rejuvenate their skills 
and expand their network of musi-
cal friends
 Fiddling’s more than an in-
strument, it’s an attitude - an atti-
tude that is warm to playing and/
or dancing to acoustic string music 
with others of all ages and back-
grounds.  It’s social, it’s fun, and 
a pure and direct way to enjoy old 
friends and make new ones.
 More info and registration at 
www.familyfiddlecamp.or.

www.cbaontheweb.org

 The Northern California 
Bluegrass Society has announced 
that Bob Cole, Charlie Cran, Pen-
ny Godlis, and Chris Stevenson 
will receive Lifetime Achievement 
Awards at the 2015 Northern 
California Bluegrass Awards. The 
January 24 ceremony & concert 
in Redwood City are part of the 
FREE weekend-long NCBS Blue-
grass On Broadway Festival.
 Penny Godlis of Santa Cruz is 
the key longtime organizer of the 
Good Old Fashioned Bluegrass 
Festival, held since 1994 at Bola-
do Park in Tres Pinos. She is a bass 
player, guitarist, and banjoist who 
has performed with High Tide, 
The Birch Lake Ramblers, and her 
current band, Rogue River. She has 
served for most of the past two de-
cades on the NCBS Board of Di-
rectors and the GOF Committee. 
She has also helped with other So-
ciety events and projects. Although 
she spent many years playing mu-
sic in Southern California, she was 
drawn to Northern California by 
the Strawberry Music Festival and 
then became a mainstay of the 
NCBS.
 Charlie Cran of Jamestown 
was one of the founders of the 
Strawberry Bluegrass Festival and 
has been the sole owner of Straw-
berry Music, Inc. since the early 
1990s. Under his leadership, the 
renamed Strawberry Music Festi-
val has been nationally-recognized 
as a prescient creative force in in-
tegrating bluegrass music into a 
broader, “big tent” environment 
that has led to widespread accep-
tance by legions of new fans while 
preserving vibrant performance 

opportunities for traditional blue-
grass music. He most recently led 
the festival through the loss of its 
longtime beloved venue, Camp 
Mather near Yosemite National 
Park, a near-crippling blow. The 
rejuvenated twice-yearly festival is 
now looking forward to a bright 
future.
 Bob Cole and Chris Steven-
son of La Grange led the host band 
Fiddlestix for the first decade of the 
Strawberry Music Festival and have 
recently revived that unit while 
continuing to perform as Cactus 
Bob & Prairie Flower, and with 
Faux Renwah, Sourdough Slim & 
The Saddle Pals, and other bands. 
The duo’s career has ranged from 
success on Chuck Barris’ Gong 
Show, to Nashville’s Opryland Mu-
sic Park, to an appearance in the 
movie Back To The Future III, and 
as regulars at the Good Old Fash-
ioned Bluegrass Festival. The duo 
organized the La Grange Fiddle & 
Banjo Contest for many years, and 
have volunteered with the unique-
ly-named Columbia Fiddle & Ban-
go Contest. The couple’s Camp 
Obey Bob is the unofficial keeper 
of the Strawberry festival spirit.
 The NCBS Bluegrass On 
Broadway Festival receives prin-
cipal financial support from the 
Redwood City Civic Cultural 
Commission, the Redwood City 
Public Library, the Redwood City 
Department of Parks Recreation 
& Community Services, and from 
other Redwood City area organiza-
tions, businesses, and individuals.
 Nominees for for your votes 
for the 2015 NCBS awards can be 
found at www.scbs.org.

NCBS Announces 2015 Lifetime 
Achievement Awards — Bob Cole, 
Charlie Cran, Penny Godlis, and Chris 
Stevenson To Be Honored
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June Apple  
© 2014 by Wayne Erbsen
 Why is it that when you drop a slice of 
bread that you’ve just slathered with peanut 
butter, it always lands peanut butter down?  
Maybe it’s the same cosmic forces at work 
that cause the best apples to be at the very 
top of the tree. That’s the predicament I 
found myself in yesterday as I contemplat-
ed how I was going to get some juicy apples 
down from thirty five feet up in the air of a 
tree that was too skinny to climb. 
 But wait! I’m getting ahead of myself. 
It all started this fall weekend when I was 
up at our remote off-the-grid log cabin on 
back side of the Blue Ridge Mountains in 
Madison County, North Carolina. For the 
last month of so, I’d been eying a forlorn 
old-timey apple tree that was just on the 
edge of our mountain property. The house 
that once stood nearby was long gone, but 
the tree stubbornly lived on. It had fallen 
down years before, but that hardly slowed it 
down. Instead, the tree  produced hundreds 
of sprouts that yielded apples that were firm, 
tart, and lasted through the fall and winter. 
Other than imagining that the apples were 
some old-time variety, I had no idea what 
kind they were. All I knew is that I had to 

have some.
 After I’d cleaned the tree of the low 
hanging fruit, I spied the best, plump apples 
at the tip top of the tree. Without a ladder, 
I decided to use my noggin. What could I 
use to grab those applies? I went rummag-
ing around my tool shed and finally found 
something I thought would work. It was 
an old tin water ladle with the handle bro-
ken off. I was glad I hadn’t thrown it away. 
With a bit of ingenuity, I managed to screw 
the cup of the ladle to a stick, and hose 
clamped the stick to the end of a long exten-
sion pole. I was then able to snake my new 
apple grabber through the tangled mass of 
tree branches. One by one, I was got those 
beautiful apples down. I have to say, I don’t 
remember when I’ve had so much fun. Get-
ting an apple with my grabber produced the 
same thrill as catching a big trout. If you’re a 
fisherman, you know that feeling. I was gid-
dy as a schoolboy on the first day of summer 
vacation.
 Having the time of my life, of course, I 
started to sing. The first tune that that came 
to mind was “June Apple.” It’s really a great 
tune with that bouncy happy feeling you get 
on a cool, clear morning in the Fall when the 
apples are ripe and ready to pick. 

Log Cabin Music By Wayne Erbsen 

Wayne Erbsen

Bluegrass Love
By Dick Estel
 The first rule of bluegrass songwriting is that two 
people may never love each other at the same time. If 
they do, someone’s gonna die.
 With that in mind, we present a summary of the 
various types of bluegrass love:

1. Boy meets girl; boy loves girl; girl loves someone else. 
Boy pines away.

2. Boy meets girl; they fall in love. Boy kills girl for no 
discernable reason. Boy pines away regretting  his mis-
deed for 99 years or till his hanging day, whichever comes 
first.

3. Boy meets girl; they fall in love and marry. She is un-
true, and he kills her and buries her on the farm. No one 
finds out. Pining optional.

4. Boy meets girl and falls in love; she marries another 
and lives in a mansion. Boy pines away in his cabin.

5. Boy meets girl; they fall in love and marry. She dies in 
childbirth or otherwise; boy pines away.

6. Boy leaves the old cabin home and goes to the big city, 
where he pines away for the old cabin.

7. Boy leaves the old cabin home and goes to the big city. 
Comes back; everyone is dead and everything is changed.

8. Boy meets girl; they fall in love. Her parents disap-
prove of the marriage. Boy kills self. Girl kills self. 

9. Boy loves mom, but he’s in prison, or in the big city, or 
somewhere else far away, pining away.

10. Everybody loves little Suzy or little Billy, but he/she is 
called up yonder; everyone pines away.

 Note to banjo pickers: You can play this song 
using either or both fingerpicking or clawhammer 
style. A note with a single stem is a quarter note 
and two notes tied together are eighth notes. The 
tab gives you only the melody, so you can decorate 
it any way you like.
 “June Apple” is written out in banjo tab in 
regular G tuning, gDGBD. Most fiddle players 
play it in the key of A, so you’ll need to capo up 
your banjo to the second fret and adjust your fifth 
string accordingly. 

Wayne Erbsen has been teaching people to play stringed instru-
ments for fifty years. With his books, he can show you how to 
take simple melodies and play them in bluegrass or old-time 
style. Visit his web site for instruction books for bluegrass and 
clawhammer banjo, mandolin, fiddle, guitar and dulcimer. 
Www.nativeground.com or contact him for a free catalog: 
(828) 299-7031

June Apple
Wish I was a June apple
Hanging on a tree
Everytime my true love pass
She’d take a bite of me.

You ride the old grey mare
I’ll ride the roan
You get there before I do
Leave my gal alone.

Going ‘cross the mountain
I’m going in a swing
And when I get to the other side
I’ll hear my true love sing.

Don’t you hear that banjo sing
I wish that gal was mine
Can’t you hear that banjo sing
I wish that gal was mine.

Charlie he’s a nice young man
Charlie he’s a dandy
Charlie he’s a nice young man
Feeds the girls on candy.

Goin down to the river to feed my sheep
Going down to the river Charlie
Going down to the river to feed my sheep
Feed them on Barley.

Coming in January 2015
The return of one of the Breakdown’s most popular columns:

Bluegrass Confidential By Chuck Poling

Chuck Poling
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er’s Delight/The Torn Jacket, Brae-
burn.

 With talents on guitar, banjo 
and dobro, Kathy Barwick has been 
one of the top instrumentalists in 
Northern California.  She is a col-
umnist for Flatpicking Guitar mag-
azine and a member of many bands 
including Mountain Laurel and the 
Mike Justis Band. Instrumental al-
bums are often “more of the same” 
but with Kathy’s ability to switch 
genres and instruments, the song 
sparkle with versatile virtuosity.
 The traditional song “Little 
Rabbit” is given a rendering with 
Kathy and Stan Miller doing a 
mandolin duet with Miller mando-
lins.  It’s an enchanting “music box” 
setting with the second mandolin 
adding harmony to the first. Kathy 
plays a Weissenborn guitar on the 
“Down by the Sally Gardens/Down 
in the Willow Garden” medley and 
the deep-voiced notes pour out with 
a mournful tone that matches the 
somber mood of the “murder your 
girlfriend” song. Another tradition-
al song given a special setting is “An-
gelina Baker” with Kathy on guitar 
and Pete on mandolin.  It’s a stellar 
example of how to blend two instru-
ments and explore the full range of 
sounds possible for each one.
 Kathy is also a devotee of Irish 
music, and one of her bands is 
called Nine-8ths Irish. “Caribou” is 
an Andy De Jarlis song performed 
with Kathy and Alan Fuller on gui-
tars. “Calliope House” is a bouncy 
Irish jig and Kathy gets a full sound 
with both bass and treble parts on 
the guitar. Linda Relph performs 
the fiddle melody to the Irish songs 
“Mother’s Delight/The Torn Jacket” 
while Kathy plays the rhythm guitar 
with embellishments. 
 Pete Siegfried sings the lead 
vocal on his “Childhood Memories” 
and Suzanne Thomas adds harmo-
ny vocals and banjo to a bluesy ver-
sion of “Sweet Sunny South.” Kathy 
switches to banjo on her original 
“Cantara Loop” and while the song 
is named after a train derailment, 
it’s definitely not a train wreck of a 
song.  The fully developed melody 
is enhanced with John Reischman’s 
marvelous mandolin playing and 
Greg Spatz’s fiddle.   Another Bar-
wick original is the title song, “Brae-
burn.”  Kathy’s rolling banjo solo 
brings to mind gurgling streams 
pouring down hillsides and it turns 
out that braeburn is hill stream in 
Scottish.  Bravo braeburn – a bonny 
delight!

Larry Rice: 
If You Only Knew
Rebel Records
PO Box 7405
Charlottesville, VA  22906
www.rebelrecords.com
©2014

Song List: Aunt Mary’s Spring, 
Coo Coo’s Nest, If You Only Knew, 
Rainy Day People, Without Men-
tioning Your Name, Never Meant 
To Be, Sunday Silence, Ol’ Blue, 
Used to Be, Tinsel Town, Pretty 
Polly, Unemployment Line, Take 
My Ring From Your Finger, Hur-
ricane Elena, Plastic People Town, 
Four Wheel Drive.

 Larry Rice was the oldest of the 
Rice brothers and he and his broth-
ers Tony, Wyatt and Ronnie were all 
in the family band, the Golden State 
Boys.  Larry went on to be a member 
of J.D. Crowe’s band the Kentucky 
Mountain Boys, and then embarked 
on a solo career.
 The songs on this album were se-
lected from his Rebel Records albums 
and include Tony Rice on guitar, 
Rickie Simpkins on fiddle, Ronnie 
Simpkins on bass as well as appear-
ances by Wyatt Rice, Babe Valla, and 
Frank Poindexter.  Larry’s warm bari-
tone voice takes the lead vocals while 
his mandolin weaves through lead 
breaks.  The instrumental “Coo Coo’s 
Nest” features just Larry’s mandolin 
and the guitars of Tony and Gabe, 
and it really highlights Larry’s skill 
with the mandolin. Larry was also 
a prolific songwriter and his songs 
offer a contemporary viewpoint of 
life.  His “Unemployment Line” of-
fers a look at a man who can’t make a 
dime that society has let down.  His 
imagery includes a trash can full of 
beer cans and a phone no longer con-
nected to its cables. “Plastic People 
Town” and “Tinsel Town” are filled 
with crushed dreams as the singer 
turns his back on the “cold and bitter 
sights below.” His creative approach 
to traditional songs is displayed in 
“Ol’ Blue” as Tony and Larry add 
an upbeat bounce to the song and a 
minor twist to the chorus.  “Pretty 
Polly” is sung as a slow-paced dirge, 
and James Tucker adds a mournful 
dobro to the mix.  While Tony Rice 
fans will delight in his guitar arrange-
ments, fans new to the music of Larry 
Rice will delight in his original songs 
and vocals and regret that Larry’s ca-
reer was so brief. 

Crowe, Lawson & Wil-
liams: Standing Tall and 
Tough
Crossroads Music
www.crossroadsmusic.com
©2014

Song List: My Walking Shoes, Blue 
Memories, do You Live What You 
Preach, The Hills of Roane Coun-
ty, don’t Laugh, Little Angel in 
Heaven, Standing Tall and Tough, 
Insured Beyond the Grave, Frau-
lein, Pretending I Don’t Care, 
Once a Day, Those Gone and Left 
Me Blues.

 J.D. Crowe, Doyle Lawson and 
Paul Williams have been three stal-
warts in bluegrass music and this 
latest collaborative effort proves that 
they haven’t lost their ability to play 
soulful bluegrass music at the high-
est level of intensity. As Paul phrased 
it, “How amazing that three guys on 
Medicare can still be onstage per-
forming the great American music 
called Bluegrass.”
 The album opens with J.D. 
Crowe’s distinctive banjo playing 
on a song written by Paul during his 
years with Jimmy Martin. “My Walk-
ing Shoes” has the trio in close vocal 
harmony and has Doyle singing lead 
and playing guitar.  Paul also wrote 
“Little Angel in Heaven” and “Pre-
tending I Don’t Care” with Jimmy 
Martin and the songs are present-
ed with the lovely harmonies and 
precise instrumentation of classic 
bluegrass. Paul Williams is known 
for his high lonesome voice and his 
voice soars in “The Hills of Roane 
County” and “Fraulein” which also 
has Josh Swift’s melodic resophonic 
guitar and Jason Barie’s fiddle.  The 
influence of the Louvin Brothers in 
classic bluegrass is also honored with 
three songs: “Do You Live What You 
Preach,” “Don’t Laugh” and “Insured 
Beyond the Grave.” Paul’s “Standing 
Tall and Tough” is a fitting theme 
song for these three Bluegrass Hall of 
Fame members – these gents can still 
rock the rafters!

Nu-Blu: All The Way
Rural Rhythm Records
PO Box 750
Mt. Juliet, TN 37121
www.nu-blu.com
©2014

Song List: That’s What Makes 
the Bluegrass Blue, A Little Good 
News, Rhythm of the Train, All the 
Way, Black Jack, Isn’t She, Forgive-
less, It’s Not That Cold in Mon-
tana, Heavy Cross to Bear, Jesus 
and Jones.

 Nu-Blu’s fifth album features a 
rocket ship blasting off into space 
and lead singer Carolyn Routh pro-
claims, “With this new album we 
are going all the way by stepping 
outside of genre boundaries and 
letting our fusion of musical tastes 
and interpretations guide us.”  It’s an 
exciting presentation with intense 
singing and hard-packed instrumen-

they were nominated.  Band mem-
bers are Frank Solivan, nominated 
for vocalist and mandolin player of 
the year, Mike Mumford banjo player 
of the year, Chris Luquette, Momen-
tum guitar player of the year and 
Danny Booth, bass and vocals.
 The album opens with Megan 
McCormick’s “Say It Isn’t So,” and 
Frank sets the tone with a rousing 
“wake up” that sets the listener’s ear 
on edge.  Rob Ickes’ dobro and Mike’s 
banjo add that lonesome sound that 
underscores the mournful lyric. Me-
gan McCormick’s other original 
song, “Better,” continues an ambiva-
lent love affair theme and Frank again 
delivers an angst filled vocal that puts 
him beyond the Chris Thile heartfelt 
delivery. Frank also has original songs 
in the collection.  “Cold Spell” is 
filled with Rob Ickes dobro flourish-
es and a lovely set of images including 
“candle flames dancing jigs upon my 
window sill,” and “lonesome shadows 
move along the wall, sleeves down, 
bracing for the worst again.” 
 The band puts a rocking beat 
on “She Said She Will,” and the res-
ignation in “she said she will, but 
she won’t like I knew she would,” 
is affirmed in the jazz-laced banjo 
and mandola solos underscored by 
drums. The album’s two instrumen-
tals have an outstanding interplay of 
solos with mandolin, violin, guitar 
and banjo weaving an intricate series 
of melodies around a pulsing rhythm. 
“Chief Taghkanic” has melodic pas-
sages and rhythms that sound like 
dance chants, and “Yeah Man” has 
Mike’s banjo taking the lead at high 
speed. Frank Solivan & Dirty Kitch-
en have a prize-bound collection 
here, and they are poised to become 
one of the top contemporary blue-
grass bands in the country.  Frank’s 
California family has no doubt filled 
their door jambs with growth marks, 
and this time they will have to raise 
the roof !

Kathy Barwick: 
Braeburn
FGM Records
PO Box 2160
Pulaski, VA 24301
www.fgmrecords.com
©2014

Song List: Caribou, Hartford’s 
Waltz/Cherry Blossom Waltz, 
Sweet Sunny South, Little Rab-
bit, Childhood Memories, Down 
by the Sally Gardens/Down in 
the Willow Garden, The Cantara 
Loop, Angelina Baker, Southern 
Railroad, Calliope House, Moth-

John Mailander: 
Walking Distance
www.JOHNMAILANDER.com
©2014

Song List: Walking Distance, Na-
hatlatch, Gentle on My Mind, Big-
Eared Chicken, Hayduke, Inver-
ness, Song for John, Tell Me.

 John Mailander is a fine fiddle 
player, a very fine fiddle player who 
can make his fiddle sing the softest 
of notes, roar through a high speed 
song and carry the listener on a me-
lodic journey.  He is joined by some 
of his fellow Berklee School of Music 
friends: Molly Tuttle on guitar and 
vocals, Allison de Groot on banjo, 
Tony Trischka on banjo, Jacob Joliff 
on mandolin, Lukas Pool on banjo, 
Joe Walsh on mandolin and Brittany 
Karlson on bass. 
 John wrote the opening song, 
“Walking Distance” and the fiddle 
and banjo are not strolling as they 
quickly pace themselves through 
flourishes with guitar embellish-
ments by Molly. Tony and John join 
together in “Big Eared Chicken,” an-
other original song from John with 
inspiration from Kenny Baker’s fid-
dling.  If you listen carefully, you will 
hear the chicken cackling and strut-
ting.  John adds a lilt to his salute to 
the Marin County town of Inverness 
and then gives a nod to his teacher at 
Berklee, John McGann. “Song For 
John” has melodic passages on guitar 
underscored by fiddle and mandolin 
followed by a bass solo from Britta-
ny.  No doubt this is the first of many 
memorable musical moments from 
John Mailander!

Frank Solivan & Dirty 
Kitchen: Cold Spell
Compass Records
916 19th Avenue South
Nashville, TN
www.compassrecords.com
www.dirtykitchenband.com
©2014

Song List: Say It Isn’t So, No Life 
in This Town, She Said She Will, 
Cold Spell, Yeah Man, Better, 
Country Song, Betrayal, Chief 
Taghkanic, Missing You.

 Many folks measure their child’s 
changing height with marks on a 
door jamb, but bluegrass bands can 
count their IBMA nominations.  
Dirty Kitchen has 4 nominations 
this past year and by the time this is 
published, the results will be known, 
but this album certainly proves why 

Continued on A-21

 Please plan to join us the evening of Friday December 
12th, when we’ll kick-off the Holiday Season at Devil’s Can-
yon Brewing Company with a great night of frivolity, beer, 
fine truck cuisine, and all your favorite local acoustic bands, 
hootin’ & hollerin’, singing and playing their li’l hearts out!
 The line-up is looking something like (in no order): 
Acoustic Jam - bring your axe! Cryin Shame! Wires -n- Wood 
Reunion Tour! California SwampGrass Band! Pathetic Hon-

10th Annual Holiday Hootenanny 
- Friday Dec 12th

ey! Stoney Mountain Ramblers! Special Guests! Late night 
Jam!
 We’ll be back in touch as things firm up, but in the 
meantime, please set this date aside and plan to join us for one 
of our favorite nights of the year! 
 Devil’s Canyon Brewing Company is located at 935 
Washington Street, San Carlos. 
 Website at www.devilscanyon.com.
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tals.  The album’s opening song is 
a salute to bluegrass with Rhonda 
Vincent adding harmony vocals.  
“That’s What Makes the Bluegrass 
Blue” starts with fiddle and banjo 
and Carolyn’s heartfelt lead vocal 
painting a picture of a young girl 
mourning for her true love lost in 
the coal mine. The closing song, “Je-
sus and Jones,” with Rock and Roll 
Hall of Fame singer Sam Moore 
brings things full circle with Caro-
lyn and Sam singing a soulful trib-
ute to country singer George Jones. 
Like bookends on a shelf of well-
read books, the two songs are stand-
outs.
 Band members are Carolyn 
Routh on vocals and bass, Levi 
Austin on vocals and banjo, Austin 
Koerner on mandolin, and Daniel 
Routh on guitar and vocals.  If this 
band were a rock band, it could be 
called Austin Routh!
 “A Little Good News” was a hit 
for Anne Murray in 1983, but its 
message of hope for a better world 
is easily applicable in today’s world.  
Carolyn’s lead vocal is simply con-
trasted with Austin’s mandolin and 
Daniel’s guitar. Daniel takes the 
lead vocal in the nostalgic “Rhythm 
of the Rain,” and Rob Ickes adds a 
dobro track to enhance the mood.  
“All The Way” is a classic tale of 
temptation and liberation as the 
heroine escapes from a dysfunction-
al relationship. The band revives the 
Crowe/Lawson classic, “Black Jack,” 
and pulls out all the stops as the 
banjo and mandolin of the Austins 
pours out the notes. Mandolin and 
banjo provide a gentle backdrop to 
Carolyn’s soulful rendition of Lou-
isa Branscomb’s “Forgiveless.”  “It’s 
Not That Cold in Montana” pro-
vides an unfolding realization as 
the husband notices that his wife is 
taking more clothing than necessary 
for a simple visit to her Mom’s – “I 
know you ain’t coming back.” This 
is heartfelt bluegrass and soul at its 

very best.

Flatt Lonesome: Too
Mountain  Home Music Company
www.crossroadsmusic.com
©2014

Song List: So Far, Make It Through 
the Day, Dangerous Dan, Never Let 
Me Go, Slowly Getting You Out of 
the Way, I Can’t Be Bothered, He 
Still Hears, It’s Probably Just Her 
Memory Again, Letters Have No 
Arms, I’m Ready Now, I Thought 
You Were Someone I Knew, How 
Long.

 Flatt Lonesome was nominat-
ed as one of IBMA’s 2013 Emerging 
Artists and this second album con-
tinues to display the band’s wonder-
ful vocal harmonies and crisp instru-
mentation.  Kelsi, Charli and Buddy 
Robertson grew up singing in the 
family band and their sibling harmo-
nies are honed to perfection.  Joining 
the trio are Paul Harrigill (married to 
Kelsi) on banjo, Michael Stockton 
on resophonic guitar, and Dominic 
Illingworth on bass.
 “How Long” is an old Eagles 
song, but the band gives it a bluegrass 
vibe with a mandolin introduction 
and punchy undercurrent rhythm 
that just fits the song.  Buddy’s lead 
vocal has a bluesy edge that fits the 
song and Charli and Kelsi’s harmony 
vocals just help to propel the song.  
Michael’s dobro weaves in and out of 
the song with nice flourishes. Bud-
dy is featured on two other songs of 
lonesome departure: “Slowly Getting 
You Out of the Way” and “It’s Prob-
ably Just Her Memory Again” but he 
hasn’t developed that heartfelt an-
guish in his voice. “I Can’t Be Both-
ered” has Charli singing the lead and 
she has that classic country sass that 
plays well with the song. Kelsi and 
Paul composed “I Thought You Were 
Someone I Knew” and it sounds 
like an old song with the twinge of 
heartache and the beautifully blend-
ed harmonies of Kelis and Charli. 

The opening song, “So Far,” has a 
strong rhythm chop and those long 
drawn out vocal notes that make har-
monies quiver.  “Never Let Me Go” 
has a bright, bouncy swing rhythm 
with a banjo and dobro accompani-
ment that rocks along with Kelsi and 
Charli’s vocals. Other album high-
lights are the band’s version of Ernest 
Tubb’s “Letters Have No Arms” and 
the banjo driven “I’m Ready Now,” 
an original gospel song written by 
Paul.  
 Flatt Lonesome chose its name 
to honor a bluegrass hero and a blue-
grass adjective, and they can add 
another adjective to their name: de-
lightful.

Balsam Range: five
Crossroads Music
www.crossroadsmusic.com
©2014

Song List:  Moon Over Memphis, 
Chasing Someone Else’s Dreams, 
From a Georgia Battlefield, Stackin 
Up the Rocks, Monday Blues, Songs 
I’ve Sung, Too High a Price to Pay, 
The Future’s Not What It Used To 
Be, Don’t Watch Those Tears, I 
Spend My Days Below the Ground, 
Backdraft, Matthew, Everything 
That Glitters.

 The Balsam Range Mountains 
are located where the Great Smokies 
meet the Blue Ridge Mountains and 

To be reviewed
Send your materials 
to:
Brenda Hough
PO Box 20370
San Jose CA  95160 
or contact Brenda at:
hufstuff2003@gmail.com

this geographical location serves as a 
beacon marker for the Balsam Range 
bluegrass band.  Hailing from Hay-
wood County in North Carolina, the 
band members have grown up hearing 
the traditional music and have blend-
ed bluegrass, folk, gospel and jazz 
genres into an award winning sound.  
Their earlier album Papertown won 
the IBMA Bluegrass Album of the 
Year award in 2013, and this newest 
release is sure to capture award nom-
inations.  Band members are Buddy 
Melton on fiddle and vocals, Tim Sur-
rett on vocals and bass, Caleb Smith 
on guitar and vocals, Darren Nichol-
son on mandolin and harmony vocals, 
and Marc Pruett on banjo.
 This fifth album, appropriately 
named five, continues to showcase 
the band’s musicianship and ability 
to select songs with stories that need 
to be shared.  The opening song, 
“Moon Over Memphis” opens with a 
hard-driving banjo introduction fol-
lowed by Baddy Melton’s expressive 
vocal.  Interspersed with the vocals are 
intricate instrumental solos on gui-
tar, mandolin and banjo. Caleb takes 
the lead vocal on the lovely “Chasing 
Someone Else’s Dreams,” a timely tale 
of working to make a living trying to 
get by.  Songs about Civil War sol-
diers abound in bluegrass circles, and 
“From A Georgia Battlefield” has a 
mournful message wrapped in glori-
ous harmonies and Caleb’s heartfelt 
solo vocal. Buddy Melton wrote the 

gospel song “Stacking Up the Rocks” 
and the band sings it a cappella with a 
stirring call-and-response. Hard work-
ing coal miners get a nod in “I Spend 
My Days Below the Ground.” Instru-
mental chops are plentiful with this 
group and “Backdraft” is a joint effort 
with mandolin, fiddle and banjo tak-
ing equal turns to showcase tasteful 
playing. 
 Balsam Range plays songs with 
power, precision and a profound sense 
of humanity.Do A Work In Me” and 
he declares that the “blood of Christ 
makes the vilest sinner clean.”  Gary’s 
“Glory Bound” has a strong banjo 
rhythm and an inspiring message 
to receive the gift of God. The band 
has succeeded in its goal to uplift and 
bring a blessing to the people.

From Page A-20

CBA Great 48 - Bakersfield January 8-11

Bluegrass Association of South-
ern California (BASC), Blue-
grass Music Society of the Cen-
tral Coast (BMSCC), San Diego 
Bluegrass Society (SDBS), and the 
Southwest Bluegrass Association 
(SWBA).  Beside the incredible 
opportunity to jam with others 
from around the region, we have 
four organized events we will be 
offering. 
 Thursday night we offer a 
concert in the Presidential Suite 
with the Bakersfield band, Broth-
ers Barton and MojaviSoul from 
San Diego.  Doors will open at 
6:30 and show at 7PM.  This con-
cert is free.  
 Paul and Loren Barton are 
The Brothers Barton, an American 
bluegrass brother duo from Ba-
kersfield, CA. With Paul on man-

dolin and Loren on guitar, this 
brother duet, with their haunting 
vocals, amazing musical talent and 
killer song writing continue to 
blaze their own trails in bluegrass 
and new acoustic music.
 MohaviSoul are a quintet 
with the songwriting and lead vo-
cal duties split 50/50 between gui-
tarist Mark Miller and mandolin-
ist Randy Hanson, and together 
they make a righteous sound. The 
group is rounded out with bass-
ist Orion Boucher, Warren O on 
fiddle, and Jason Weiss on banjo. 
They all harmonize and all that’s 
missing is a little pedal steel and 
they could be a ringer for Hank 
Williams’ Drifting Cowboys at 
times. There’s no percussionist 
in the group (save for the rhyth-
mic plunk of Boucher’s upright), 
which makes it sound all the more 
appropriate on Every Second’s 

lone cover tune, a jaunty interpre-
tation of the French café jazz of 
Django Reinhardt and Stephane 
Grappelli’s “Minor Swing.”
 Friday the Kiwanis will be 
presenting Michael Cleveland and 
Flame Keeper.  Advance tickets 
are $20 until January 1 from  Gary 
Young by sending a check or mon-
ey order to 3101 Victoria Way, 
Bakersfield, CA 93309.  You may 
call Gary with questions at 661 
979 0786.  This is a fund raiser for 
Leukemia research.  
 Award-winning fiddler Mi-
chael Cleveland brings dynamic 
traditional bluegrass to the stage 
with his award-winning band, 
Flamekeeper, in a show that will 
leave the audience talking. A nine-
time winner of the International 
Bluegrass Music Association’s Fid-
dle Performer of the Year award, 
Mike and his talented band pres-

ent a program of tight vocal trios 
and duos, blistering instrumentals, 
and fiddle-and-banjo duets that 
echo the first-generation stars of 
bluegrass. The show is rounded 
out with Mike’s dry wit and the 
band’s sense of fun.
 Saturday brings an opportu-
nity for kids to go on stage, a band 
scramble, and open mic.  This will 
start at 8PM in the California 
Room at the DoubleTree
 There will be a teen jam suite 
again this year.  Ask at the wel-
come table its location if you want 
to join with that group.  
 This is developing as one of 
the best Great 48’s yet.  So come 
out and support live music.  Bring 
a friend with you.  .  It’s the best 
way to introduce new people to 
the live performance experience.  
The jamming cannot be beat. 
Come and join us!

Straight Up Strings 
at Great 48!

 
Roger Siminoff will be 
at the Great 48 with the 
new Straight Up Strings 
for Banjo and Mandolin. 
Come by his suite and 
learn how these strings 
can help improve the tone 
and balance of your in-
strument. This is a good 
time to learn first-hand 
the secrets on how these 
strings were developed 
and see some demos on 
why they work and how 
they are different. And, of 
course, if you need strings 
while you’re there, he’ll 
have some for sale. Call 
or text him at his cell at 
the festival: 805.801.8750 
to find out where to find 
him.

From page A-1

CBA sponsored jam every 1st Wednesday

116 Clement Street, SF
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The Old Time Rambler By Geff Crawford

With the midterm elections just a 
few days away, as a public service, 
the Old-Time Rambler presents 
information on a possibly forgot-
ten proposition on the California 
ballot. Herewith, heretofore, and 
hereafter follows said information, 
in case your eyeballs and cognitive 
powers have anything left after 
reading the actual voter informa-
tion guide. The Secretary Of State 
of the Great State of California 
absolutely does not hereby certify 
that this guide has been prepared in 
accordance with anything, except 
maybe Mark Varner’s Bluegrass 
Breakdown deadline.

Proposition Zero
Official Title And Summary

Old-Time Banjo Limits, Banjo 
Music Medicinal Use, And Lico-
rice Provision. Initiative / Legisla-
tive / Constitutional Amendment 
/ Statute / Ordinance / Law.

 Prepared not by the Attorney 
General but some guy with a com-
puter and too much time on his 
hands.
 Provides for lifting of ban on 
two or more banjos in the same old-
time music jam. Provides for the 
medicinal use of banjo music. Pro-
vides free licorice.

 Requires that current ban on 
more than one banjo per old-time 
jam be nullified, resulting in no nu-
merical limit on banjos allowed per 
jam. We’re in big trouble.
 Requires that old-time banjo 
music be classified as a therapeutic, 
curative, and palliative treatment 
for whatever you got, and that its 
use be considered medicinal if you 
can stand the side effects.
 Requires that licorice be given 
away free.

Summary of Legislative 
Analyst’s Estimate of Net 
State and Local Fiscal 
Impact:
 Moderate increase in the price 
of earplugs, likely ranging from a 
dollar to the several dollars annual-
ly.
 Uncertain but potentially 
significant increase in the value of 
non-banjo instruments that are 
louder than banjos and can drown 
out two or more of them in a giv-
en jam. In other words, no such in-
crease whatsoever.
 No effect on licorice cost, be-
cause it will be given away free.

Background
 Traditional banjo partici-
pation in old-time jams has been 
limited to one banjo pretty much, 
resulting in hesitance on the part of 
any newly arriving banjo players to 
try to join in (what has been up to 
that point) the fun. Those playing 

fiddle, guitar, mando, bass, uke, etc. 
have been known to glare as well.
Banjo music has been found to have 
unknown properties that may or 
may not be beneficial, despite banjo 
players’ claims that it’s good for you.
Licorice tastes good and costs too 
much.

What your vote means
YES: A YES vote on this measure 
means that you’re cool with as 
many banjos as possible joining any 
old-time jam, with no eye rolling 
from the oh-so-hot other players 
who think they’re so great. In ad-
dition, whatever medicinal benefit 
that banjo music provides will be 
much more freely available and no 
longer require those needing its 
healing properties to seek them at 
storefront banjo dispensaries with 
prescriptions (forged or otherwise) 
from their physicians. Also, free lic-
orice.

NO: A NO vote on this measure 
means you’re pretty negative and 
quite possibly may just hate every-
thing. Chill out. Have some lico-
rice.

Argument in Favor of 
Proposition Zero
 A “YES” VOTE ON PROP-
OSITION ZERO WILL SAVE 
LIVES. We’re not sure how, but 
why chance it? For too long, banjo 
players have suffered from rejection 
and exclusion from old-time jams 

Old Time Voter 
Guide

when one banjo is already part of 
the jam. The tradition has long dic-
tated that a jam, at its core, is really 
just one banjo and one fiddle. The 
sanctity of the music is held up to 
support this preference. But is it re-
ally a preference, or can a jam be just 
as valid, fulfilling, and committed 
with two banjos, or two fiddles? We 
say yes.
Also, many people afflicted with 
afflictions have shown significant 
improvement when exposed to 
old-time banjo music. The elderly, 
the infirm, the frail (Can you see it 
coming?) have often regained a new 
lease on life, if not on their rental 
accommodations, under the spell 
of (Here it is:) frailing. “Clawham-
mer”, “rapping”, “down-picking” 
and more are brand name terms for 
the generic term “frailing”, which 
is much cheaper, and works just as 
well.
And who doesn’t like free licorice?

Counterargument against 
Proposition Zero
 A “NO” VOTE ON PROP-
OSITION ZERO WILL SAVE 
LIVES. They get to say it, why can’t 
we? We don’t NEED more banjos 
in old-time jams. The pairing of one 
fiddle and one banjo has stood the 
test of time. And what if two play-
ers want to start a family band? All 
it takes is one fiddler and one banjo 
player. Plus, the sound of multiple 
banjos together is an abomination! 
It will harm other players who pre-

fer the traditional dance melodies 
and rhythm, not to mention nearby 
wild animals and single-pane win-
dows.
There is absolutely no evidence that 
banjo music can cure anything, 
with the exception of dry salami. 
Those who want to partake in the 
multi-banjo experience can visit the 
dispensaries where they will see the 
spectacle of banjo players staring 
unblinking into space, drooling and 
giggling, inhaling the effects of the 
forbidden plunk, and eating an aw-
ful lot of sweets. And what exactly 
IS “drop-thumbing”, anyway? It 
sounds unsavory, and undoubtedly 
is.
 Finally, licorice is overrated, 
and leads to taffy.

Inverse rebuttal to 
counterargument against 
Proposition Zero
 Lighten up. Vote YES on Prop-
osition Zero.

Contrapositive rebuttal to 
inverse rebuttal to 
counterargument against 
Proposition Zero
 My head hurts. Vote NO.

ConcertWindow and 
Other Concerts
 Are you familiar with the Con-
certWindow.com website yet?  It is 
a relatively new way to become ac-
quainted with new artists, and to 
watch established acts performing 
at venues that you can’t easily get to.  
And the cost is ridiculously low!
CBA’ers who have performed on 
ConcertWindow include Frank 
Solivan and Dirty Kitchen; The 
Dim Lights; and Bill Evans.  I have 
also seen The SteelDrivers, a Carter 
Family tribute; and a Pete Seeger 
tribute.
 The cost is $1 per show or 
$8 for unlimited monthly access.  
While watching a live performance 
online, you can tip the band if you 
decide they’re worth more than a 
dollar.  (And, c’mon, aren’t virtually 
all shows worth more than a buck?)  
You never know when you’ll run 
across something odd that piques 
your curiosity.  I encountered a 
band bio which states that their 
guitarist “grew up on heavy metal 
before submerging himself in blue-
grass and country.”

 I said previously that I’d list the 
Redwood Bluegrass Associates sea-
son lineup once I knew it.  Check 
out www.rba.org for full details, but 
the remainder of the series presents 
Dale Ann Bradley and Steve Gulley 
on December 6th, followed month-
ly by The Tuttles with A.J. Lee; 
Keith Little and the Little Band; 
Claire Lynch Band; and Dan Crary 
+ Bill Evans + Steve Spurgin.
 Due to new showtimes and 
new venues this year, please visit 
their advertising tile on the CBA 
website, to ensure you have the cor-
rect details for each show.
Regi-Berry
 I can’t not write something 
about the passing of Regina Ann 
Bartlett.  (“Regiberry” to her 
Strawberry Music Festival friends.)  
While I’ve known her since 2009, 
it’s really in the last two years that I 
came to consider her a close musical 
friend.
 I believe Regina was the first 
dulcimer player I met, soon after 
bringing my instrument to a festi-
val.  (I came into this musical com-
munity with a banjo on my knee [so 

The Allan French Column by Allan French

to speak]; but eventually I received 
a mountain dulcimer as a gift; I felt 
compelled to give it a try, and soon 
came to appreciate the unusual in-
strument.)
 SF Bay Area dulcimerist Peter 
Tommerup knew Reggie for many 
years.  He shared the following with 
me, when I told him of her passing:
 “I had been looking forward 
to touching base with her more in 
recent years, but I seldom saw her in 
person, as she hardly ever came to 
Redwood Dulcimer Day.  [...]  I did, 
however, enjoy chatting with her 
many times on Facebook.”  [Red-
wood Dulcimer Day conflicts with 
the Good Old Fashioned Festival 
every August; and when forced to 
choose, Regina always opted to 
“work with the kids” rather than 
pursue her own musical passion.]
 “She was one of a handful of 
dedicated dulcimer players in the 
Santa Cruz area starting in the later 
1970’s and continuing well beyond 
that.  [...]  I remember her as always 
upbeat and cheerful, and that her 
dedication to the dulcimer was en-
during. She was a talented and pas-
sionate player [...].  She still had a lot 
to share musically!”

Pickers, Phones, Phriends, 
and Philosophy
 A certain CBA friend called 
me in August, to chat about what’s 

new with him since our time to-
gether at FDF, and basically to just 
say hello.  He had caught me off-
guard when he called me on New 
Year’s Day for no special reason, and 
here he was doing the same thing 
again.  (I tend to call people only 
when I have a “real reason.”)
 I will paraphrase something he 
said:  “Communication is import-
ant; and we have so many ways to 
do it today.  Even if it is just a voice-
mail or text message, make the ef-
fort to reach out to those you love.”
I think he was trying to convey that 
even a very brief message is inher-
ently worth delivering.  Later, re-
flecting on what he said it, I realized 
that this is basically how I feel about 
my own father’s infrequent commu-
nication with me.  I’ll hear from 
him only when he has “real news,” 
otherwise, not a peep.
 In September I had the occa-
sion to spend a few hours with one 
of my first college buddies, whom I 
had not seen in over 15 years.  We 
had a lot to talk about; and we re-
flected on our successes and failures 
in the years since we graduated.  
Soon after, I attended a reunion of 
high school friends.  (I can’t believe 
they are all 50 years old now, while 
I am still so young.)  Here too, peo-
ple shared stories of both joy and 
sorrow, and we had a memorial ta-
ble set up to honor departed class-

mates.  One story involved a male 
and a female classmate, who each 
had experienced very unhappy ro-
mances.  Both of them are now sin-
gle ... but are now dating each other!
Between seeing my school friends 
and learning of Regina’s passing, 
September and October have been 
bittersweet.  I once heard Regina 
perform Mary McCaslin’s “Old 
Friends,” and I was nearly moved 
to tears hearing it.  I will finish this 
piece with quotes from it.
 The third verse goes:  “Lately 
word’s been coming back to me, 
there’s a few I will no longer see.  
Their faces will be seen no more 
along the road, there’ll be a few less 
hands to hold.  But for the ones 
whose journeys ended, though they 
started so much the same; in the 
hearts of those befriended, burns a 
candle with a silver flame.”
 The chorus (often played 
twice):  “Remember old friends 
we’ve made along the way.  The 
gifts they’ve given stay with us every 
day.”
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CBA members make 
this paper happen. Thank you!
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New Members

Daniel Elliott  
Scott Roberts  
Mary and Donald Moulton
Shad and Kimberly Degiorgis
George Haskell  
Patrick and Sherrane Roof
Bill and Barbara Potter
Bill and Marilyn Kern
Brian Burke and Carmen Salazar-Burke
Matthew Sayles  
William F and Betty J McCarthy
Marianne and John Clemmens
David Carroll  
Tony Morris  
Aaron Rowan  
David Sweigert  
Richard Harrell  
Tony Pritchett and Martha Hall
Richard Simunic and Linda O’Maley

Renewing Members
   
Frank Holmes  
Dennis and Karen Vied
William and Pamela Avellino
Keith Bentz  
Merv Graham  
Terry and Betty Crouson
Doran Smout  
Rick Rinehart  
Chris Kovach  
Allan and Isabelle Miller
Wade and Gwen Drury
Steve and Joan Watt
Charles and Phyllis Campbell
Shawn Dohring  
Jim Hilden  
Murray Cherkas  
Dwight Worden and Betty Wheeler
Stan Miller  
Susie Glaze  
Janet Peterson  
Dean and Betsy Lipps
Mike and Melanie Campbell
Burton and Beverly Kay
Rick Horlick  
John Dabney  
Raynae and W. John Redman
Gary Boutwell  
Tim Christensen Sr and Donna Pacini-Christensen
Terry Clark  
Marion Mooney  
Brian Bettini  
Vern Flock  
Linda Romaine  
Kathryn Webb  
Joseph and Inge Zumwalt
Bill Chestnut  
Kaylath and Kyle Harper
Mark Whelan  
Lucille B. Marshall  
Larry Loebig and C. L. Tree
Candy Sponhaltz  
Harold and Jan Crawford
Melissa and Wes Lincoln
Thomas and Sabrina Shewmake
Bob Schwartz and Gail Miles
Mikki Larride and Patrick Feeney
Chris and Jeane Avilla
Steve and Kathy West

CBA thanks its supporters. List compiled by Larry Phegley, 
CBA Membership

Renewing Members

Angelica Grim and Todd Doerfel
Jack Hyland  
Neale and Irene Evans
Thomas and Patsy Bockover
Brenda Hough  
Carl Newberry  
Steve and Mary Tilden
Isla Sanchez  
Bennie and Marlene Macomber
Lolan and Brett Ellis
Debra Livermore  
James and Jo Hanely
Frank Holmes  
Ed and LaNece Schaefer
Kit and Dennis Powers
Carl and Julia Ferre
Robert Berger  
John Tijan  
Glenda Barrett  
Robert R Waller and Laura Ingram
Jack Frost and Lorie James
Joan Johnson  
Bruce and Cassandra Campbell
Rich and Jean Craig
Charles Rodewald and Jeanne Howerton
Donald Nelson  
Jim Eberhardt  
Doug and Mitzi Kuhns
Richard and Cande Watts
Charlotte Carson  
James and Linda Carr
Louise and Jim Mintun
Rachel Bennett  
Mary Horoshevsky  
Mark Leonard  
Carrie Monohan  
Weldon and Rita Griffith
Melinda Stanley  
Joseph Hellerstein  
Mimi Hills and Steve Stielstra
Jim and Marilyn Letchworth
Jeff and Noreene Totten
Doug and Louise Williams
Douglas and Constance Moxness
Ron Kilgren  
Dan McFadzean  
James and Carol Johnston
Sam and Mildred Criswell
Gary and Marguerite Muench
Larry Crisman  
Doug Dempster and Marilyn Piazza
Lawrence Broida  
Grace Clark
Sydney Poe  
Russell and Nancy S. Osborn
Donald L (Buzz) “Brown, Jr”  
JoEllen and George Doering
Monte and Julie Hendricks
Gerald Johnston  
Mark Harold  
Gary and Joan Erickson
Karen and Paul Starcevich
Grant Garland  
Jim Evans  
Robert Baumert  
Ken and Donna Custodio
Vern McHaney and Rose Crain
Doris Goff  
Kelly and Helen McNary
Eric and Gloria Holcomb
Luke Castell

1, 2014….members $27, non-members $30. 
The Morgan Hill Grange is located at 40 E. 4th 
Street, Morgan Hill. Since it is a little early for 
details, I am just going to print what others have 
said about our headliner and let you go do your 
homework…..
 “Dave Adkins continues to dominate the 
bluegrass charts with his Mountain Fever Re-
cords’ album Nothing To Lose. The title track 
reached the coveted #1 spot this month on Sir-
ius XM Radio Bluegrass Junction Most Played 
Tracks with the album at #4 on their Most 
Played Albums chart. The song is also #8 on the 
Bluegrass Today Top 20 Monthly Song Chart for 
October.
 Adkins’ tremendous vocals certainly shine 
during his live performances and on this popular 
album that radio continues to spin. Nothing To 
Lose is #12 on the October Bluegrass Unlimited 
Top 15 Album Chart and hit #1 again last week 
on the Roots Music Report (RMR) Top 50 Blue-
grass Album Chart.
 His original tune and first single release, 
“Pike County Jail,” is #6 on the Bluegrass Un-
limited Top 30 Song Chart for October. The 
song also spent most of this year on the Bluegrass 
Today (BT) Top 20 Weekly Chart reaching #1 
three times and spending 15 weeks in the Top 
10.
 “Tennessee Twister,” “Nothing To Lose,” 
and “Pike County Jail” all appear on this week’s 
Root Music Report Top 50 Bluegrass Song 
Chart. “Don’t Pray That Way” made its debut 
earlier this year at #9 on the Singing News Mag-
azine chart.
Musicians Against Childhood Cancer (The 
MACC) 2014 by Ted Lehmann
 “Two attractive personalities with distinct-
ly different personal and musical styles have 
merged their talents into this newly formed 
bluegrass band. Dave Adkins is big in almost 
every way – his voice, his stage personality, his 
puppy-dog personality, and outgoing ebullience. 
Edgar Loudermilk, a veteran of many fine bands 
and recently having left seven years as bassist and 
harmony singer at IIIrd Tyme Out, is more re-
strained, a thoughtful, quiet singer/songwriter 
whose warmth is genuine and restrained. They’ve 
come together to showcase their talents and are 
developing toward creating a unique blend.” 
Read the entire article at Ted Lehmann’s Blue-
grass, Books & Brainstorms. It’s gonna be anoth-
er goodin’ ! 

A Night at the Grange 
2015 hosts Adkins and 
Loudermilk
From Page A-1

requested donations (501(c)3) from our mem-
bership and this year with more students we are 
looking for more donations for the scholarship 
fund.  Please consider donating money to help 
put some of these aspiring pickers through this 
wonderful adventure.  Checks may be made 
out to the CBA Youth Program (memo-Youth 
Academy) and sent to Darby Brandli, 2106 9th 
Avenue, Oakland, CA 94606.  We can only of-
fer scholarships based on the amount of money 
we have in the scholarship fund and enrollment 
for 2015 will begin January 1, 2015.  A wonder-
ful holiday gift would be to pay full tuition for 
a designated student but enroll early!  We sold 
out by May 1st last year.  The Academy accepts 
youth ages 8-16 and an adult must attend the 
Father’s Day Festival in order to be on site.  
 There will be an opportunity to donate at 
the Great 48 Hour Jam in Bakersfield and at any 
other events we hold in 2015. We hope to put a 
link on our website to a scholarship fund in the 
future as well.  

CBA Youth Academy 
Donation Drive
From Page A-1
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 So, getting back to your question… bookleaving is where the two halves of the soundboard 
or backboard are the result of the two halves coming from the same board that was split and laid 
open - like the pages of a book – and glued along a common edge.
 Book-matching still uses a common gluing edge, and both halves come from the same 
board, but in book-matching the halves come from a length of wood that is cut, turned, and 
glued together as in Fig. 3. Achieving correct annular ring orientation isn’t a problem when 
wood is book-matched as in Fig. 3 because the direction of the annular rings is identical in both 
halves of the board. When the wood is cut and joined along a common side (see Fig. 3), the 
figure in the wood and the direction of the annual rings will be mirrored.

 I’m glad to hear that a luthier used the term “book matched” because several years ago I 
used it in a post on MandolinCafe and some luthiers jumped on me saying there was “no such 
thing.” But it was a term taught to me by Wilbur “Uncle Will” Marker at Gibson (who was the 
wood buyer at the time) about 40 years ago, and I’m not taking it out of my vocabulary!

Q: I am interested in what you have written about tap tuning. Can this be done to a man-
dolin that is completely assembled?

A: Tap tuning is a process that ideally should be done while the instrument is being assembled. 
This is the only efficient way to remove wood (an important part of tap tuning) from the sound-
board, backboard, and tone bars. I have done it through the f-holes, but it is a very tedious and 
painstaking process and requires special tools that I had to make. However, mandolin back-
boards can be removed (Fig. 4) so that access can be gained to the inside of the instrument for 
tap tuning, and then the instrument can be closed again once the tuning is process is complete. 
If done correctly, and carefully, there is little evidence that the backboard has been removed and 
replaced.

 For those of you not familiar with tap tuning, the basic premise is that all parts of an in-
strument contribute to the instrument’s overall tone. The technique of tap tuning is a method 
of measuring the tone produced by the various parts of an instrument, and then adjusting the 
stiffness of each part until specific notes are reached (much like changing the size of the bars on 
a xylophone to arrive at the correct note).

Q: Are you guys going to the Great 48?

A: I cheated and invented this question because I hope you plan to attend the Great 48, Janu-
ary 8-11, 2015 in Bakersfield. This is a wonderful event filled with music, friends, and lots of 
jamming. We’ll be there with our Straight Up Strings. Please stop by and say hello. © Copyright 
2014, Roger H. Siminoff, Atascadero, CA.

If you have questions you would like answered, please email: siminoff@siminoff.net, or write to 
Roger Siminoff, PO Box 2992, Atascadero, CA 93423.

The Luthier’s Corner - Roger Siminoff
Q: I was reading through one of the guitar chat 
sites and one builder said that bookleafed wood 
was different from book-matched wood. What is 
he referring to? 

A: Thanks for the email and your question. The an-
swer needs a bit of background, so please bear with 
me. The goal in preparing wood for the soundboard 
and backboard of a guitar (or mandolin) is twofold: 
to split a piece of wood and “lay it open” so both 
halves have the same physical structure (grain, den-

sity, annual ring separation, etc.), and so that the grain and figure in both halves of the sound-
board or backboard have a mirror image. In this way the acoustical properties of both halves of 
the soundboard or backboard will be similar, and the appearance will be pleasing (it would be 
very unattractive and unprofessional if both halves appeared to be different.) 
 A major consideration for splitting a board in half is how thick the two halves need to be 
for their intended purpose. Soundboards and backboards for fixed-bridge acoustic guitars are 
very thin, so it is rather easy to split a piece of 1/2˝ (.500˝) wood in half and yield two very nice 
pieces that are .125˝ thick (the ideal starting thickness for acoustic guitar plates). However, if 
you are preparing soundboards and backboards for archtop instruments such as violins (fid-
dles), mandolins, or arch top guitars, you need to begin with a piece of wood that is 1-1/2˝ to 
2˝ thick. So, wood for these instruments is typically “pie-cut” or “pie-sawn” as shown in Fig. 1. 
(Pie sawing is a very efficient use of the log, especially for this purpose. It is also a very common 
wood sawing method in Europe because the yield is so great. The other two common methods 
of preparing wood are “quarter-sawn” for commercial lumber and “slab-sawn” for hardwoods.)
 But if the pie-shaped piece is not cut properly such that the annual rings go through the 
board on a bias as in “A” in Fig. 2, then the yield will look like “B” in Fig. 2. When the two halves 
are “bookleaved” or laid open (“C” in Fig. 2) the annual rings will pass through the boards in a 
non-mirrored fashion which is not good structurally, acoustically, or appearance wise. What is 
ideal is the annual ring direction shown in “D” in Fig. 2.
 Whether wood is pie-sawn or flat-sawn, for the annual rings to positioned in a mirror-im-
age of each other, the rings need to be symmetrical in both halves. Finding pie-sawn wood with 
perfectly vertical grain in both halves of the soundboard is not always possible. Finding pie-sawn 
pieces with straight vertical grain requires getting wood from “old growth” trees that are very 
large. The greater the tree’s diameter, the less curvature or arc there will be in the annular rings 
on the outer-most part of the tree. (Fig. 1)
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Fig. 1 Soundboards taken from the outer portion of large “old growth” trees will have 
straighter annular rings.

Fig. 2 If pie-sawn sections are not cut on the center (A), the annular rings will be on a 
bias when the pie-sawn section is removed (B). When the halves are laid open (C) the 
annular rings will not be mirror-image as they should be (D).

Fig. 3  Book-matching ensures that the annular rings are in the same alignment because 
both halves of the soundboard come from the same board.

Fig. 4  Backboards can be removed from mandolins to have access for the tap tuning 
process.

Roger Siminoff is an honorary life-time member of CBA and was the 
founder of Pickin’ and Frets magazines. Roger has written more than 10 
books on instrument set-up and construction, and recently developed new 
string technology for banjos and mandolins. For more on Roger Siminoff, 
Siminoff Banjo and Mandolin Parts, Straight Up Strings, Gibson and 
Lloyd Loar history, visit his web site at: www.siminoff.net.
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Joe Weed’s Studio Insider

Joe Weed

November Review
 I looked at my fall calendar 
for a quick recap of what I’ve been 
doing lately, and decided to try to 
fit the main events into one Studio 
Insider column, while including 
some helpful pointers.  Hmm.  
Can I fit it all into just 1500 
words?

Suzuki Fiddle Camp
 As we do every year, my wife 
Marty and I spent an enchanting 
weekend in late September at Su-
zuki Fiddle Camp, nestled away 
in a redwood forest above the Pa-
cific, having a magical time with a 
bunch of earnest and goofy, curi-
ous and talented kids.  We teach 
them a fiddle tune, and parents 
gawk and shoot video as the kids, 
Marty and I march between the 
redwoods playing newly-learned 
A parts or B parts until they come 
as easily as our footsteps.

Session with Charlie 
McCoy
 I left the day after this reju-
venating retreat and flew east to 
the IBMA conference, held in Ra-
leigh, NC.  I stopped enroute for 
a day in Nashville, to run a session 
at The Rec Room, a great and af-
fordable studio owned by Ben Sur-
ratt, husband of bass player Missy 
Raines.  Charlie McCoy brought 
his harmonicas, David Grier 
brought his dreadnaught guitar, 
and Missy carried her bass.  We 
worked all day, putting down ba-
sics and harmonica parts on sever-
al pieces for a project of mine.  I’m 
quite familiar with Ben’s studio 

rooms and gear, and Ben had set 
things up for me the day before, 
so we were able to slide easily into 
our work.  I brought charts for all 
the tunes for each player.  I make 
my charts in Finale, one of two 
industry-standard music notation 
programs (the other is Sibelius, 
made by Avid, the company who 
makes Pro Tools.)  The charts con-
tain the melody (great for Charlie, 
who’s a wonderful reader), chord 
symbols, and markings for the 
various parts of the tunes (intro, 
verses and choruses, breaks, and 
outro).  In the upper left-hand cor-
ner of each chart I always include 
the form each tune will follow, so 
the players can have a quick visible 
reminder of how many times to 
play each part.  For example, on 
“Beautiful Montana” this is writ-
ten in the upper left corner:

Intro
Verse 1 
Chorus 1 
Verse 2 
Chorus 2 
Tag last 8

 I build up the Pro Tools doc-
uments for my sessions while I’m 
still in California at my own stu-
dio, and I edit the charts and ses-
sion structure until they’re both 
the same. This eliminates guess 
work for me and the musicians 
at the session, allowing us to con-
centrate on getting the best music 
and the best sounds.  I take cop-
ies of the Pro Tools documents 
and PDFs of the charts with me 
to Nashville. Here are the miking 
techniques I used for this session 

(note: brands and models of mics 
and preamps are in response to 
readers’ questions, but they don’t 
constitute an endorsement.  Re-
member that the sound of the 
recording room is vastly more im-
portant to the sound of the tracks 
than are the model or make of mi-
crophone or preamp.)
 For David’s dreadnaught 
guitar, we used a pair of Neu-
mann-Gefell model m582 small 
diaphragm, cardioid condenser 
mics, arranged in an xy pattern. 
They were plugged into API 3124 
preamps, which were routed di-
rectly into the Pro Tools interface.  
David played in a small iso room 
with lots of sound absorption.
 For Missy’s bass, we used two 
mics:
 The low mic, placed near the 
bridge, was a Rode NT 1000.
 The high mic, in front of the 
upper bout and near the finger-
board, was a Rode NT5.
 The bass mics were both 
patched into GML 8302 preamps 
and routed to the Pro Tools in-
terface.  Missy played in the large 
main recording room, which has 
absorptive materials on the walls 
but also significant reflective areas. 
The bass sounds very even there, 
and decays nicely.
 Charlie played his harmonica 
vocal - style (not cupping the mic, 
but playing in front of the mic like 
a singer) into an Audio-Tecnica 
4060 (a cardioid condenser mic), 
plugged into a John Hardy M-1 
preamp, which was routed di-
rectly to Pro Tools.  Charlie was 
in a medium-sized iso room with 
rock walls, which provide nice-

ly diffused reflections. The room 
sounds rich but not fluttery.
 We had lots of fun while get-
ting our work done, as we were all 
prepared and enjoyed working to-
gether.  I took Ben and Missy’s rec-
ommendation and treated myself 
to an Italian dinner afterwards. I 
savored the afterglow while chat-
ting with Marty on the iPhone as 
I waited for my salad to arrive.

IBMA
 The city and community of 
Raleigh have welcomed IBMA 
with an enormous hug, and the 
weekend festival and the mid-
week conference brought more 
than 180,00 people, who spent 
over $10 million in connection 
with the events (figures from 
IBMA and the Greater Raleigh 
Convention and Visitors Bu-
reau).  In addition to networking 
at the conference seminars and 
meetings, I attended band per-
formances scattered around town 
at different types of venues, from 
bars to churches to theaters. The 
CBA maintains a hospitality suite 
at the conference hotel, and hosts 
nightly all-acoustic (unamplified) 
performances by top current and 
emerging artists.
 This year, IBMA inaugurated 
its film festival, thanks to the work 
and inspiration from Michael 
Hall (Bay Area CBA member 
and NCBS president) and IBMA 
staff.  I moderated a discussion af-
ter a screening of “The Porchlight 
Sessions,” a feature film about the 
beginnings and current state of 
bluegrass. Alison Brown and Gar-
ry West, owners of Compass Re-
cords, were present also, and are 
working with the film’s director 
and producer to bring it to gener-
al release. The film deals well with 
the dynamic between preservation 
and artistic innovation in blue-
grass, and includes revealing and 
stimulating interviews with cur-
rent and older musicians.

Austin
 From Raleigh I flew to Aus-
tin, TX, just in time for their an-
nual Austin City Limits Festival.  
Hotel rooms are scarce and expen-
sive that week, and rental cars cost 
more than usual, as the city fills 
up with musicians, industry types, 
and fans from all over the coun-
try.  My goals, though, besides 
catching lots of live music, were 
to interview slide guitar ace Cindy 
Cashdollar and “Telewhacker” ge-
nius  Redd Volkaert for a project 
I’m doing about the 19th century 
roots of some Bob Wills fiddle 
classics. 
 During my wide-ranging talk 
with Redd, I learned that he had 
played many years in Canada with 
Frankie Rodgers, the fiddler who 
wrote the Ook Pik Waltz.  It’s a 
favorite waltz of many contest 
fiddlers, and has perhaps the most 
commonly misspelled and mispro-
nounced name of any fiddle tune! 
 My go-to interview kit when 
I’m on the road is a clip-on lava-

liere mic made by Audio-Tecnica, 
which I record on a portable dig-
ital recorder.  My recorder is an 
H4N, made by Zoom.  It records 
several types of audio, from Mp3 
to high-resolution Wav files, and I 
usually set it to the 48KHz/16-bit 
video standard when I’m record-
ing interviews for use with video. 
The H4N records onto SD cards, 
so I can easily back up my files later 
in my hotel room by copying them 
to my computer and an external 
back-up drive.

Dallas
 After catching up with some 
of my favorite Norteño/Conjunto 
bands in Austin, I headed up to 
Dallas and met my daughter Ka-
tie Weed.  Katie helped me with 
an interview and photo-scanning 
session with Louise Rowe, who 
played and sang with Bob Wills 
and his Texas Playboys in the 
1950’s. One unexpected benefit of 
the session with Louise was her of-
fer for Katie to come and play with 
her western swing band at their 
weekly gig just outside Dallas.
 As I drove back to Austin to 
catch my flight home, I got a text 
that my flight would be delayed.  
So I pointed the car southwest 
and stopped briefly in Westphalia, 
the town where Cotton Collins 
re-worked and named the West-
phalia Waltz, a tune he’d learned 
from the nearby Polish-Texans 
in Bremond. I learned in West-
phalia that several of the towns-
people who had helped me with 
my documentary “The Waltz to 
Westphalia” have since died, and 
so during my drive to Austin I re-
membered these helpful, earnest 
and hard-working people who 
were all part of a beautiful musical 
tradition. Carpe diem, friends.

Joe Weed records acoustic music 
at his Highland Studios near Los 
Gatos, California.  He has re-
leased six albums of his own, pro-
duced many projects for indepen-
dent artists and labels, and does 
scores for film, TV and museums. 
Joe’s composition “Hymn to the 
Big Sky” was heard in “The Dust 
Bowl,” a film by Ken Burns, which 
premiered nationally on PBS.  
Joe recently produced “Pa’s Fid-
dle,” a collection of 19th-century 
American music played by “Pa” 
Charles Ingalls, father of Laura 
Ingalls Wilder, the author of the 
“Little House on the Prairie” book 
series. Reach Joe by calling (408) 
353-3353, by email at joe@high-
landpublishing.com, or by visiting 
joeweed.com.

Seriously? You’re not a 
CBA member?!

cba_membership@yahoo.com
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Bluegrass Band has truly forged its own 
sound, one rooted in the blues with an 
acute awareness of gospel and folk tradi-
tions. Their music has an ease to it that 
contrasts with the edgy fire-balling of 
some contemporary bluegrass bands. In-
stead, when Alan O’Bryant and Pat En-
right match their voices in close harmony 
and when mandolinist Mike Compton 
and fiddler Stuart Duncan offer their re-
fined compliments to the songs, a certain 
mood is created, one discovered early on 
and refined over two decades of history. 
It’s been too long since we have hosted 
this fine and popular act!
 As previously mentioned, The Good 
Ol’ Persons are quite possibly the cham-
pions of most appearances at our festi-
val; thirteen times, including a reunion 
in 2005. The personnel are a who’s who 
list of California’s bluegrass performers: 
Kathy Kallick, guitar; John Reischman, 
mandolin; Sally Van Meter, dobro; Paul 
Shelasky, fiddle; Trisha Gagnon and 
Bethany Rawz sharing bass duties. There 
have been hints that a certain fiddler may 
sit in with this historic band, too.
 Another longtime friend of our fes-
tival is the band the Bluegrass Patriots, 
formed in 1980. Since 1986 they have 
appeared at Grass Valley eight times, 
most recently in 2004. That group dis-
banded years ago, but will do a special 
reunion show for us. The very discerning 
critic, Bill Monroe said of this group “...
they’re a wonderful group, they’re fine 
entertainers, they’re good musicians and 
they sing wonderful.” So, there you go!
 To mix things up and honor artists 
who are active today we’ll have the excel-
lent Bay Area band Steep Ravine, who 
have been making friends and fans with 
their great live shows. They did a fine 
set on the Vern’s Stage last year and were 
very well received. Definitely a group 
with a “buzz”.
 We’ll also feature the band Adkins 
and Loudermilk. See the Night at the 
Grange article for more about them and 
plan to test drive this group at Tim Ede’s 
yearly Morgan Hill show on February 
28. Band members are David Adkins, 
guitar; Edgar Loudermilk, bass; Jeff Au-
try, guitar; Zach Autry, mandolin; and 
Glen Crain, banjo. This is the music I like 
to call “real deal”. If you appreciate bands 
like IIIrd Tyme Out you’ll be pleased 
with Adkins and Loudermilk.
 We’ve only got one more of the many, 
many acts to be announced to share with 
you and that is the CBA’s 2015 Emerg-
ing Artist: Chris Henry and the Hard-
core Grass. Founded in 2012, the group 
has risen quickly to be one of the most 
popular bluegrass groups in Nashville. 
Chris has been described by the Interna-
tional Bluegrass Music Association as the 
premiere Monroe-style mandolinist of 
his generation.  After receiving a Song of 
the Year nomination for writing the song 
“Walkin’ West to Memphis”, his skill as 
a songwriter has been receiving national 
attention as well.  The Hardcore Grass 
provides a perfect backing for his brand 
of hard-hitting bluegrass and nail-biting 
intensity that he brings to his picking 
and singing. The Hardcore Grass is Chris 
Henry, mandolin; Mike Garris, guitar; 
Kyle Tuttle, banjo; Corrina Logston, fid-
dle; and Brad Benge on bass.
 We’ll have a bunch more to share in 
our January issue, so stay tuned for more 
pleasant surprises. The 2015 Father’s Day 
Bluegrass Festival is going to be amazing!

ing year’s vintage is steeped in a cask of 
forty years of ground breaking California 
bluegrass festivals, brought to you by the 
world’s largest bluegrass and old time 
music association on the planet Earth 
(and one assumes, the universe). 
 It’s a mix of bands we have featured 
many times over the years (the Good Ol’ 
Persons coming it at thirteen times, the 
Bluegrass Patriots trailing at eight ap-
pearances) and California-centric artists 
we have never featured at our storied 
festival will appear:  iconic figures like 
David Grisman and a reunion of the vin-
tage California band, the Kentucky Col-
onels, who brought young passion of the 
bluegrass style to television, and the L.A. 
scene of the 1970s.
 We clearly have far to go in complet-
ing the full line up for our 2015 festival. 
Since the overall focus of the festival is 
California’s historic bands, the booking 
for the main stage is taking a pass on our 
usual California Show acts that audition 
to a separate CBA committee. The Tal-
ent Advisory Group, under the leader-
ship of the CBA board of directors is se-
lecting all the main stage talent, with the 
exception of our Emerging Artist, which 
was chosen by a committee at the IBMA 
convention. They are shaping up a quite 
enjoyable festival for you all.
 It’s very likely that the biggest draw 
to the 2015 event will be the legend-
ary David Grisman, who will eschew 
the Dawg music in favor of traditional 
Bluegrass and old time. It’s an exciting 
band, which includes Keith Little (Ricky 

Father’s Day Bluegrass Festival announces acts
Skaggs, Dolly Parton, the Country Gen-
tlemen) on 5-string banjo, guitar and 
vocals, Jim Nunally ( John Reischman & 
the Jaybirds) on guitar and vocals, Chad 
Manning on fiddle, Samson Grisman on 
bass and of course, David Grisman on 
mandolin and vocals. They have two fine 
albums: a self-titled release and 2013’s 
Muddy Roads which features the music 
of Doc Watson and Clarence Ashley, 
earnestly and wonderfully performed by 
this die-in-the-wool bunch of grassers. 
David Grisman did take the Grass Valley 
stage once before, sitting in with the Del 
McCoury Band. But this will be his first 
formal Father’s Day Bluegrass Festival 
appearance. 
 Possibly the most exotic of our 
bookings is a reunion of the Kentucky 
Colonels. This will be historic, as the 
concept for this reunion came from a 
conversation by the CBA’s J.D. Rhynes. 
The band will consist of Roland White, 
mandolin; Roger Bush, bass; Herb Ped-
erson, banjo and LeRoy “Mack” Mc-
Nees, dobro; and taking the role of the 
late Clarence White on guitar will be 
Patrick Sauber. The Kentucky Colonels 
are one of the bands that inspired a lot 
of young folks to appreciate our music, 
much as Grisman did during his time 
with Old and In the Way. There’s sure to 
be a lot of nostalgia for we fans “of a cer-
tain age”.
 Since forming in 1984, the Nash-
ville Bluegrass Band has entertained us at 
three festivals, in 1995 (Mudfest!), 1998 
and most recently in 2002. Beholden 
neither to first generation conservatism 
nor newgrass eclecticism, the Nashville 
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the success of last year was not a fluke in that 2014 was 
similarly successful.  As always, the 2014 roster of in-
structors was of extremely high quality, and consisted 
of both perennial teachers and long-time favorites such 
as John Reischman, Bill Evans, Molly and Jack Tuttle, 
Kathy Kallick, and Keith Little, and newer favorites such 
as Blaine Sprouse, Pat Cloud, Chris Henry, Greg Booth, 
and Sharon Gilchrist.  All the instructors received glow-
ing praise! Some of these faves will hopefully return for 
2015….it just wouldn’t be the same without them!
 Every year we help out some of our students and in 
2014 nine full or partial scholarships were given out to 
students who would not have been able to attend other-
wise.  The CBA has a strong mandate for education as 
part of our mission to promote bluegrass, old time music 
and gospel and this is just one way we get to help.
 Overall, we are keeping the number of camp attend-
ees at just over 200, 225 to be precise. This seems to be 
just about the right size to accommodate most everyone 
who wants to attend, yet keep the camp small enough to 
promote a friendly relaxed atmosphere. Of the 225 at-
tendees, 197 participated in the morning intensive classes 
and we were able to keep the average class size at about 
9 campers/class. We must be doing something right be-
cause the most common score given in evaluations that 
Peter and Janet solicit from faculty, staff, and students is 
a 10 of 10 rating……kind of hard to beat. But in spite of 
such a positive response, we can promise you that next 
year there are plans afoot to improve on what we believe 
is already a most excellent camp…..more on that in future 
columns, as well what you really want to know, who will 
be teaching! 
 Camp takes place at the Amador County Fair-
grounds, June 14-17, 2015. So start the countdown, 
mark your calendars, set your alarms because registration 
for the 2015 CBA Music Camp will open on Febru-
ary 7. More information is available at the music camp 
website http://cbamusiccamp.com.  And we would like 
to remind you that you can give CBA Music Camp as a 
gift for Thanksgiving, Hanukkah, Christmas, Kwanzaa, 
Graduation, Birthdays Valentine’s Day, and even April 
Fool’s Day. Check it out at our web site.
 We’d like to leave you with a sampling of quotes 
from the evaluation for the 2014 music camp.

“I had a great time at camp--thank you! Great people, great 
food, great music. I always meet new friends-that’s the best 
part.” 

“Thank you Peter and Janet! You guys are amazing and did 
a wonderful job putting on the camp. I would love to be a 
part of any camps you guys are involved with.” 

“OUTSTANDING food. The camp facilities were good, 
despite the heat.” 

“Janet was great - as usual!” 

“Camp exceeded my expectations; glad I didn’t wait any 
longer to try it. “ 

“Thank you Peter and Janet. I think you have transitioned 
the camp in an excellent manner. I am glad I HIGHLY 
recommended you.”

“Excellent instructors!! Food was terrific, thanks for vege-
tarian option” 

“It was good to have you, Peter, in a couple of jams. Both of 
you, Peter and Janet, are a positive addition to the music 
camp. You are truly listening and providing more and more 
each year. For us senior adults it’s a miraculous thing to be 
able to fit in as campers. It’s simply amazing!” 

“Thank you for a great camp. I have been to the Kaufman 
Kamp one time and it was fun but the camps are so differ-
ent. Your camp was much more engaging, better food and 
tranquilo. Hope you don’t get too much bigger as the size 
really pulled for getting to know folks and not feel intim-
idated. All of the instructors, not just dobro, seemed very 
accessible and willing to interact. Looking forward to next 
year. Hope to recruit a local friend to also attend. I know 
this is counter to keeping it size manageable but folks here 
[Colorado] need to know about the CBA music camp.” 

CBA Music Camp 
2015 - June 14-17
From page A-1

Jam 1st Sunday Every Month
Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association

Jam 1-5 pm, Open-Mike Stage 1:30-5 pm
Beginners’ Circle Slow Jam 2 pm

Come to play, or just to listen.
Beginners and families welcome.

fiddlers.org or  Richard Brooks: 650-328-3939

Hoover Middle School Cafeteria
1420 Naglee Ave. (at Park), San Jose

• Many music styles (Bluegrass, O-T, swing, ...).
• Regular Jam admission at Hoover: member

adults $6, non-members $8; kids thru 17 free.
• Acoustic instruments only, please. 

See www.fiddlers.org for special events including
Summertime jams at the Rose Garden
Special performances and concerts
KidFiddle and other youth fiddle events
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CBA Calendar of Upcoming Music Events
BAND GIGS & CONCERTS

December 2014

12/03/2014 - Bruce Molsky will 
play at Freight & Salvage, 2020 
Addison Street, Berkeley - For 
more information, call Freight 
& Salvage at 510-644-2020 or 
email info@freightandsalvage.
org or visit http://thefreight.
org/.

12/04/2014 – Rob Ickes & Trey 
Hensley on their West Coast 
Tour, will play the Royal Room, 
5000 Rainier Ave South, Seattle, 
Washington at 6 p.m., for more 
information call 206-906-9920.

12/04/2014 - Arto & Antti Jarvela 
and Bruce Molsky will play at 
Mountain View House Concert 
Series, Mountain View - For 
more information visit www.in-
stantharmony.com.

12/04/2014 - Sierra Mountain Band 
will play at Black Oak Casino, 
19400 Tuolumne Road North 
in the Willow Creek Lounge, 
Tuolumne - Music from 8:00 - 
10:00 PM For more information 
call Al O’Brien at 877-747-8777 
or email aobrien@blackoakca-
sino.com or visit http://www.
blackoakcasino.com.

12/05/2014 – Rob Ickes & Trey 
Hensley on their West Coast 
Tour will play at the Green Frog, 
1014 North State St, Bellingham, 
Washington at 6 p.m., for more 
information call 360-961-1438.

12/06/2014 – Dale Ann Bradley 
& Steve Gulley perform at Im-
manuel Lutheran Church, 1715 
Grant Road, Los Altos. 

12/06/2014 – Rob Ickes & Trey 
Hensley on their West Coast 
Tour will play at the Treehouse, 
8210 Dempsey Rd, Leaven-
worth, Washington at 7 p.m., for 
more information call 614-294-
2264 or email chuck@37cellars.
com. 

12/06/2014 - Peter Feldmann & 
The Very Lonesome Boys will 
play at Presidio Chapel - Santa 
Barbara, 123 E Canon Perdi-
do Street, Santa Barbara - Very 
Lonesome Boys: David West 
- banjo, Tom Lee - bass, Blaine 
Sprouse - fiddle, and Peter Feld-
mann - mandolin, along with the 
Golden Voice of the SY Valley, 
“Ms. Francine” for a couple of 
songs. For more information, call 
805-688-9894 or visit http://
www.bluegrasswest.com/.

12/07/2014 – Rob Ickes & Trey 
Hensley will play at The Little 
River Inn, 7751 North Highway 
One, Little River, California at 
7:30 p.m, for more information 
call 707-937-3944.

12/08/2014 – Rob Ickes & Trey 
Hensley on their West Coast 
Tour will play in Cloverdale, CA 
– location to be determined.

12/09/2014 – Rob Ickes & Trey 
Hensley on their West Coast 
Tour will play at the Tallman 
Hotel, 9440 Main Street, Upper 
Lake, California at 7:30 p.m., for 
more information call 707-275-
2244.

12/10/2014 – Rob Ickes & Trey 

Hensley on their West Coast 
Tour will play in Sacramento – 
location to be determined.

12/11/2014 – Rob Ickes & Trey 
Hensley on their West Coast 
Tour will play at Don Quixote’s 
Internation Music Hall, 6275 
Highway 9, in Felton, CA at 7:30 
p.m., for more information call 
831-335-2800.

12/12/2014 – Rob Ickes & Trey 
Hensley on their West Coast 
Tour will play at Boulevard Mu-
sic, 4316 Sepulveda Blvd, Culver 
City, California at 8 p.m., for 
more information call 310-398-
2583.

12/12/2014 - Hot Rize will play 
at Sweetwater Music Hall, 19 
Corte Madera Avenue , Mill Val-
ley - For more information, call 
(415) 388-1100 or visit http://
www.sweetwatermusichall.com/.

12/12/2014 - Peter Rowan will play 
at Freight & Salvage, 2020 Addi-
son Street, Berkeley - For more 
information, call Freight & Sal-
vage at 510-644-2020 or email 
info@freightandsalvage.org or 
visit http://thefreight.org/.

12/13/2014 – Rob Ickes & Trey 
Hensley on their West Coast 
Tour will play at the Del Mar 
Powerhouse, 1658 Coast Bou-
levard, Del Mar, California, for 
more information visit http://
www.delmarfoundation.org/
bluegrass.html 

12/13/2014 - Hot Rize will play at 
Sierra Nevada Big Room, 1075 
East 20th Street, Chico - Doors 
open at 6 p.m. and dinner is avail-
able for $12.50 For more infor-
mation, call 530-896-2198.

12/14/2014 - Hot Rize will play at 
Freight & Salvage, 2020 Addison 
Street, Berkeley - For more infor-
mation, call Freight & Salvage at 
510-644-2020 or email info@
freightandsalvage.org or visit 
http://thefreight.org/.

12/14/2014 – Rob Ickes & Trey 
Hensley on their West Coast 
Tour will play at the Country 
Cowboy Church, 14888 Peace-
ful Valley Rd, Sonora, CA at 7 
p.m.  Tickets will be available at 
Mountain Book Shop, Sonora; 
or Live Oak Music, Sonora; or 
from Elida at 209-586-2042 

12/27/2014 - David Grisman Blue-
grass Experience will play at 
Freight & Salvage, 2020 Addison 
Street, Berkeley - For more infor-
mation, call Freight & Salvage at 
510-644-2020 or email info@
freightandsalvage.org or visit 
http://thefreight.org/.

12/31/2014 - Dix Bruce and Jim 
Nunally will play at Freight & 
Salvage, 2020 Addison Street, 
Berkeley - For more informa-
tion, call Freight & Salvage at 
510-644-2020 or email info@
freightandsalvage.org or visit 
http://thefreight.org/.

12/31/2014 - The Earl Brothers will 
play at Plough and Stars, 116 
Clement St. (between 2nd & 3rd 
Ave.) , San Francisco - Break in 
the new year with some old timey 
bluegrass. For more information 
email shelby@shelbyashpresents.
net or visit www.shelbyash-

presents.net.

January 2015

01/01/2015 – Laurie Lewis & 
Kathy Kallick play at Freight & 
Salvage, 2020 Addison Street, 
Berkeley.  For more information 
call 510-644-2020, email info@
freightandsalvage.org or visit 
http://thefreight.org. 

01/02/2015 - Dix Bruce and Jim 
Nunally will play at Freight & 
Salvage, 2020 Addison Street, 
Berkeley - For more informa-
tion, call Freight & Salvage at 
510-644-2020 or email info@
freightandsalvage.org or visit 
http://thefreight.org/.

02/28/2015 – CBA Night at the 
Grange at the Morgan Hill 
Grange Hall 40 East 4th Street, 
Morgan Hill.  Mark your calen-
dar, details to follow, for updates 
visit http://www.cbaontheweb.
org 

FESTIVALS

December 2014

12/12/2014 - 12/13/2014 Pescade-
ro - Costanoa Lodge & Camp-
ground, Highway 1 - 25 miles 
north of Santa Cruz. Bands In-
clude: To be announced at a later 
date. For more information visit 
http://www.Brookdalebluegrass.
com.

January 2015

01/16/2015 - 01/18/2015 Blythe - 
Colorado River Fairgrounds, On 
Olive Lake Road off of Hwy. 95 
Colorado River Fairgrounds 591 
North Olive Lake Blvd Blythe, 
CA 92225 The festival is held at 
the Colorado River Fairgrounds, 
1 mile north of Blythe and Inter-
state 10. Take Intake Off-ramp 
north, to Riverside. Bands In-
clude: Larry Efaw & The Blue-
grass Mountaineers For more 
information, call Blythe Area 
Chamber of Commerce at 760-
922-8166 or email blythecoc@
yahoo.com or visit http://www.
blythebluegrass.com.

01/24/2015 – NCBS Bluegrass 
on Broadway – Redwood City 
- Bluegrass on Broadway brings 
bluegrass music to downtown 
Redwood City. In addition to 
live performances, it also in-
cludes a bluegrass film festival, 
and the Northern California 
Bluegrass Awards. Admission is 
free to all Bluegrass on Broad-
way events!   For more informa-
tion visit http://www.scbs.orga/
events/bob/ 

February 2015

02/26/2015 - 03/01/2015 - Win-
tergrass - Bellevue, Washington - 
Hyatt Regency Hotel, Hyatt Re-
gency Hotel 900 Bellevue Way 
NE Bellevue WA 98004. Bands 
Include: The SteelDrivers, Aoife 

O’Donovan, Billy Strings & Don 
Julin, Birds of Chicago, Blueber-
ry Hill, Caleb Klauder Country 
Band, Dale Ann Bradley Band, 
Della Mae, Faast & Blair, G Burns 
Jug Band, I Draw Slow, Jayme 
Stone & the Lomax Project, Jeff 
Scroggins and Colorado, Joe 
Craven, Kathy Kallick & Laurie 
Lewis, Laurie Lewis & The Right 
Hands, Matuto, Mr. Sun, Patchy 
Sanders, Pearl Django, Sarah Ja-
rosz, The Del McCoury Band, 
The Dustbowl Revival, The Steel 
Wheels, The SteelDrivers, True 
North, For more information, 
call (253) 428-8056 or visit 
http://www.acousticsound.org/
index.html. 

March 2015

03/06/2015 - 03/08/2015 – Blue-
grass on the Beach, Lake Hava-
su City, AZ - Lake Havasu State 
Park, 699 London Bridge Road 
***Site #4 at Hwy 95 & Industri-
al Blvd - Windsor Beach. Bands 
Include: Nu-Blu, Blue Highway, 
Junior Sisk & Ramblers Choice, 
Karl Shiflett & Big Country 
Show, Larry Efaw & The Blue-
grass Mountaineers, Monroe 
Crossing, Red Dog Ash, Sonoran 
Dogs, The Spinney Brothers .  For 
more information, call Larry & 
Sondra Baker at (209) 785-4693 
or email rodedog52@gmail.com 
or visit http://www.landspromo-
tions.com/parkerhome.htm.

03/07/2015 – Sonoma County 
Bluegrass & Folk Festival – Se-
bastopol Community Cultural 
Center at 390 Morris St, Sebas-
topol, for more information visit 
http://www.socofoso.com 

03/20/2015 – 03/21/2015 – 
Brookdale Bluegrass Spring 
Festival, at Costanoa Lodge & 
Campground, Highway 1, 25 
miles north of Santa Cruz in Pes-
cadero.  Bands to be announced, 
for more information visit 
http://222.brookdalebluegrass.
com. 

April 2015

04/11/2015 – Cloverdale Fid-
dle Festival at the Citrus Fair-
grounds, 1 Citrus Fair Drive in 
Cloverdale, for more informa-
tion contact Mark Hogan at 
707-829-8012 or 707-479-5529, 
email at hogiemoon@comcast.
net or visit http://cloverdalefid-
dles.com.

May 2015

05/02/2015 – Santa Cruz Bluegrass 
Fair – at San Lorenzo Park, Duck 
Pond Stage at 137 Dakota Street, 
Santa Cruz, admission is free.  
The Santa Cruz Bluegrass Fair has 
been held each May since 1986 
and is the longest-running event 
staged by the Northern Califor-
nia Bluegrass Society/Santa Cruz 
Bluegrass Society.  For more in-
formation visit http://www.scbs.
org/2012/04/26/2012-ncbss-
cbs-santa-cruz-bluegrass-fair-at-

duck-pond-stage-may-5/  

05/08/2015 - 05/10/2015 - Park-
field - Parkfield Bluegrass Fes-
tival, 25 miles NE of Paso Ro-
bles, alongside Parkfield Cafe, 
at town center -- for directions, 
see website or call us (don’t trust 
MapQuest!). Bands Include: To 
be announced at a later date.  For 
more information, call Ed Alston 
at (805) 725-3060 or email 
bmscc12@gmail.com or visit 
http://www.parkfieldbluegrass.
com.

05/21/2015 – 05/25/2015 – Straw-
berry Spring Music Festival – at 
the Nevada County Fairgrounds, 
11228 McCourtney Road, Grass 
Valley – mark your calendars, de-
tails to follow.  For further info 
visit http://www.strawberrymu-
sic.com/home.aspx 

June 2015

06/18/2015 – 06/21/2014 – CBA 
Father’s Day Festival, at the Ne-
vada County Fairgrounds, 11228 
McCourtney Rd, Grass Valley.  
Mark your calendars, details to 
follow.  For further info visit 
http://cbaontheweb.org.

06/19/2015 – 06/21/2015 – Live 
Oak Music Festival, at the Live 
Oak Camp, Live Oak is on 
Highway 154, 5.2 miles south of 
the Cachuma Lake campground 
and 1.8 miles north of Paradise 
Road., Santa Barbara.  For more 
info visit http://www.liveaoak-
fest.org/

06/19/2015 – 06/21/2015 – Huck 
Finn Jubilee, at the Cucamonga 
Guasti Regional Park, 800 N Ar-
chibald Ave, Ontario, CA.  For 
more information call 951-780-
8810 or visit http://huckfinn.
com

06/20/2015 – 06/21/2015 – San 
Francisco Free Folk Festival held 
at Presidio Middle School, 450 
30th Ave between Geary and 
Clement in San Francisco.  For 
more info visit http://www.sf-
folkfest.org/2014/index 

06/26/2015 – 06/28/2015 – Kate 
Wolf Memorial Festival, held at 
Black Oak Ranch, 50350 Hwy 
101 in Laytonville.  Black Oak 
Ranch is 5 miles north of Lay-
tonville on the west side of High-
way 101.  for More information 
visit http://www.katewolfmu-
sicfestival.com 

OTHER

01/08/2014 – 01/11/2014 – The 
Great 48 Hour Jam Session, Ba-
kersfield, California.  48 hours of 
musical fun, Michael Cleveland 
and Flamekeeper will perform 
on Friday night as a fund raiser 
for leukemia research. You may 
mail order advance tickets for 
$20 until January 1. Send check 

Continued on A-28
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or money order to: Gary Young, 
3101 Victoria Way, Bakersfield, 
93309.  Jam session and lodging 
is all contained at the Bakersfield 
Double Tree Hotel, 3100 Cami-
no del Rio, located near the junc-
tions of Highways 99 and 58. 
For more information contact 
Kelvin Gregory at 661-428-7044 
or email to kelvin@gregspetro.
com, or visit the CBA page at 
http://www.cbaontheweb.org/
cba_news.asp?newsid=10709 

REGULAR GIGS

If there are additions, updates or 
deletions to the regular performanc-
es please email candy.sponhaltz@
gmail.com for changes to the calen-
dar listings, both in the Breakdown 
and online.

Albatross Pub, Whiskey Brothers 
on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays, 
1822 San Pablo Ave, 2 blocks 
north of University Ave, Berke-
ley: For more information visit 
http://www.albatrosspub.com. 

Amnesia every Monday, 853 Valen-
cia St, between 19th and 20th, 
San Francisco. For more informa-
tion, call 415-970-0012 or visit 
http://amnesiathebar.com

1st Monday: Front Country
2nd Monday: Toshio Hirano
3rd Monday: Windy Hill
4th Monday: The Earl Brothers

Atlas Café, 3049 20th Street (at 
Alabama), San Francisco. For 
more information, call JimBo 
Trout at 415-648-1047 or email 
jimbotrout@gmail.com or visit 
http://www.atlascafe.net.

Every Saturday: Craig Ventresco & 
Meredith Axelrod

Pacifica Moose Lodge every 4th 
Friday: The Dim Lights at 776 
Bradford Way, 94044, Pacifica, 
from 6:30 to 9 p.m.. Great, cheap 
food & drinks. All ages welcome! 
For more information, call Vicki 
Frankel at 650 740-0181 or email 
vicki.frankel@gmail.com

Rough & Ready Grange Hall every 
Sunday: The Fruit Jar Pickers, 
Rough & Ready Highway about 
five miles west of Grass Valley in  
Rough & Ready: For more in-
formation, call 530-272-4320 or 
visit www.roughandreadycham-
ber.com. 

Sam’s BBQ every Tuesday & 
Wednesday, 1110 S Bascom Ave, 
San Jose: For more information 
email sam@samsbbq.com or visit 
http://www.samsbbq.com.

1st Tuesday: Bean Creek
1st and 3rd Wednesday: Sidesaddle
2nd Tuesday: Carolina Special
2nd Wednesday: Dark Hollow
3rd Tuesday: Cabin Fever
4th Tuesday: Windy Hill
4th Wednesday: Loganville

San Gregorio General Store, High-
way 84 and Stage Road, San Gre-

gorio: For more information, call 
or visit http://www.sangregorio-
store.com/.

2nd Saturday: Harmony Grits
3rd Sunday: The Circle R Boys

The Liberty Café; Karen Celia Heil, 
many times with a guest, plays 
Old-Time songs and tunes, one 
Friday per month at The Lib-
erty Cafe, 410 Cortland Ave, 
downtown Bernal Heights, San 
Francisco. Exact Friday to be an-
nounced on oldtimesf. Located 
in the cottage behind the main 
restaurant, 7:00 to 9:00 PM; 
full Cafe menu available. 410 
Cortland Ave. SF, CA 94110 | 
415.695.8777 http://www.the-
libertycafe.com

The Station Grill every Saturday, 
Dusty Shoes Gospel Band, 170 
W Grand Ave, Grover Beach.  
For more information, call 
(805) 489-3030 or visit http://
dustyshoesbluegrassgospelband.
org/.

The Sand Dollar Restaurant, 3458 
Shoreline Highway, Stinson 
Beach at noon every Sunday with 
Jimbo Trout & The Fishpeople, 
Savannah Blu, Ed Neff Trio, 
Dark Hollow and Robert Hart 
Trio:For more information, call 
415-868-0434 or visit http://
www.strinsonbeachrestaurant.
com.

Willowbrook Ale House every 
Thursday, 3600 Petaluma Blvd N, 
Petaluma a weekly gig featuring 
three life time CBA honorees. 
Usually it is Blue & Lonesome 
personnel, sometimes we have 
audience participation. Some-
times we call the band Ed Neff 
and Friends. We have stellar sit 
ins when a regular member can-
not make it For more informa-
tion or reservations, call Ed Neff 
at 707-778-8175 or email ed@
edneff.com  or visit www.edneff.
com.   For more information, call 
(707) 775-4232

JAM SESSIONS
SUNDAY
Altadena - Coffee Gallery Backstage, 

2029 North Lake Blvd. For more 
information or reservations, call 
David Naiditch at 626-794-2424 
or email davidnaiditch@charter.
net or visit http://www.coffee-
gallery.com.

Berkeley - Freight and Salvage Cof-
fee House, 2020 Addison Street 
Berkeley 94702. Slow jam ses-
sion from 1 to 4 pm on the 2nd 
and 4th Sundays of every month. 
For details, call Ran Bush at 520-
525-8156 or email ranbush@
gmail.com For more information 
or reservations, call Box Office 
at 510-548-1761 or visit http://
www.freightandsalvage.org.

Castro Valley - Cafe 4 Coffee Shop 
at 3 Crosses Church, 20600 John 
Drive. Cafe is inside the church, 
Every First Sunday, Mostly Gos-
pel Bluegrass Jam in the Cafe 
4 Coffee house at 3 Crosses 
Church For more information or 
reservations, call Rich & Debra 

Ferguson at 510-219-7752.
Castro Valley - United Methodist 

Church Castro Valley, 19806 
Wisteria St. California Old Time 
Fiddlers Association at 1:30 p.m. 
For more information or reserva-
tions email http://www.csotfa9.
org.

Columbia - Jack Douglass Saloon, 
22718 Main St. 2nd Sunday 
Irish Music jam from 2-6 p.m. 
For more information or reser-
vations, call T Drohan at (209) 
533-4176 or call 209.532-1885 
or visit http://www.jackdoug-
lass-saloon.com.

Cotati - Redwood Cafe, 8240 Old 
Redwood Highway. For more in-
formation or reservations email 
knccarney@yahoo.com or jdfid-
dler@yahoo.com or visit http://
www.redwoodcafecotati.com.

Coulterville - The Magnolia Saloon, 
5001 Main Street at the corner of 
Highway 49 and Route 132 on 
the way to Yosemite. The Magno-
lia Saloon, a part of the Hotel Jef-
fery, is the oldest working saloon 
in California, complete with the 
original “bat wing” doors and is 
one of only a few saloons to still 
have them. For more information 
or reservations, call 209-878-
0461 or visit http://www.hotel-
jeffery.com.

Fairfax - The Sleeping Lady, 23 
Broadway. For more information 
or reservations, call (415) 485-
1182 or visit http://sleepingla-
dyfairfax.com/home.

Folsom - Lockdown Brewing Com-
pany, 718 Sutter St. Suite 200, 
upstairs. For more information or 
reservations, call 916.358.9645 
or email info@lockdownbrew-
ingcompany.com or visit http://
www.lockdownbrewingcompa-
ny.com.

La Grange - LaGrange Saloon and 
Grill, 30048 Yosemite Blvd La 
Grange, CA 95329. Old time 
jam on the 4th Sunday of the 
month For more information or 
reservations, call 209-853-2114.

Livermore - Community Living 
Center, 4951 Arroyo Rd Build-
ing 90 Veterans Affairs.

Madera Ranchos - Madera Ranchos 
Cafe, 37193 Avenue 12. This 
jam is the first Sunday of each 
month from 3 - 5 PM This jam 
is mostly old time and Celtic 
music. 1st hr slow jam, then full 
speed. For more information or 
reservations, call Kelly O’Neill 
at 559-283-6093 or email kelly@
kellyoneillappraisals.com.

Nevada City - National Hotel, 211 
Broad Street. Old time jam For 
more information or reserva-
tions, call 530-575-8766.

Nipomo - Nipomo Community 
Presbyterian Church, 1235 N 
Thompson Rd at Los Berros Rd, 
just east of the Rt. 101 exit. In the 
Community Room, comfy chairs 
available, bring a music stand and 
music. For more information or 
reservations email captainc@slo-
net.org.

Nipomo - SLO Down Pub, 1200 E. 
Grand Ave. (at Briscoe). Blue-
grass Jam 5:30 to 8:30 pm. For 
more information or reserva-

tions, call Roger Siminoff at 805-
474-4876 or email siminoff@
siminoff.com.

Nipomo - South County Regional 
Center, 800 West Branch Street. 
For more information or reserva-
tions, call Mike Morgan at 805-
837-2238.

Orangevale - Orangevale Grange 
Hall, 5805 Walnut Ave., Oran-
gevale, CA 95662 Walnut con-
nects between Madison Ave. and 
Greenback Lane. From Sacra-
mento take Highway 50 East to 
Hazel Ave. exit and turn right 
on Madison, then left on Wal-
nut (just past the traffic light at 
Pershing). Hosted by California 
State Old Time Fiddlers’ Asso-
ciation, District 5. 2nd Sunday 
jam beginning at 1 p.m. Desserts 
available at the snack bar. Dona-
tions accepted For more infor-
mation or reservations, call 916-
989-0993 or email r.standiford@
comcast.net or visit http://www.
cbaontheweb.org.

Oroville - Feather River Senior Cit-
izens, 1335 Myers Street. Food 
& Drink available - Potluck For 
more information or reserva-
tions, call Jimi Beeler at 925-
282-3205 or email zeke103@
digitalpath.net.

Palo Cedro - Millville Grange Hall, 
22037 Old Forty-four Drive. 
Old time fiddle concert and open 
mic.

Paso Robles - Old Carnegie Library, 
City Park, between 11th and 
12th streets, Spring and Pine. 
Open acoustic jam - all levels of 
ability welcome, we range from 
rank beginners to accomplished 
professionals, and try to have 
something for everyone. For 
more information or reservations 
visit http://www.folkjam.org/re-
curring-jam/us/ca/paso-robles/
carnegie-haul. 

San Francisco - Progressive Grounds 
Coffee Shop, Progressive 
Grounds SF on 400 Courtland 
Ave. Old time jam 2nd and 4th 
Sundays at 3 p.m. For more in-
formation or reservations email 
larrythe241@yahoo.com.

San Francisco - The Lucky Horse-
shoe, 453 Cortland Ave. For 
more information or reservations 
visit http://www.theluckyhorse-
shoebar.com.

San Jose: Hoover Middle School, 
1635 Park Ave. Santa Clara Val-
ley Fiddlers Association jam ses-
sion, 1 to 5 pm on 1st Sunday of 
every month. $6 members, $8 
non-members, youths 17 and un-
der are free.  For more informa-
tion call Richard Brooks at 650-
328-3939 or visit http://www.
fiddlers.org. 

Santa Cruz - Ocean View Park, 
Oceanview Park at 102 Ocean 
View Ave. (Ocean View Ave is 
off Broadway between Ocean St. 
and Branciforte.). A bluegrass 
and old time jam on the 4th Sun-
day of every month. This jam has 
three separate circles: slow jam, 
advanced bluegrass jam, old time 
jam. Please go to http://groups.
google.com/group/santacruzjam 
for more information! For more 

information or reservations, call 
Jessica Evans at 831-359-1864 
or email santacruzjam@goog-
legroups.com or visit http://
groups.google.com/group/santa-
cruzjam.

Sebastopol - Sebastopol Christian 
Church, 7433 Bodega Avenue 
Corner of Bodega & Jewell Ave. 
Fourth Sunday gospel jam at 2 
p.m. For more information or 
reservations, call 707-824-1960.

Sunnyvale - Heritage Park Build-
ing, 550 East Remington Drive 
(southwest corner near the or-
chard). Sunnyvale Bluegrass Jam, 
3rd Sunday of each month from 
1-5 p.m. The jam is held outside 
on a covered patio at the Heri-
tage Park Building, jam moves 
indoors during poor weather. 
There is a $5 per person facility 
fee. For more information con-
tact Tegan McClane at the 408-
730-7725 For more information 
or reservations, call Tegan Mc-
Clane (Sunnyvale Performing 
Arts Coordinator) at 408-730-
7725.

Sunnyvale - Heritage Park Build-
ing, Sunnyvale Community 
Center 550 East Remington 
Drive (southwest corner near 
the orchard). 3rd Sunday of each 
month from 1 to 5 pm. This is a 
great location near the orchard. 
Play outside in the shade or in-
side. All levels welcome. $5 fee 
per person pays the City for the 
space. If you have questions, con-
tact Paul or Sue, 408-737-2521 
or 775-720-2400. For more in-
formation or reservations, call 
Paul or Sue at 408-737-2521 or 
775-720-2400.

Woodbridge - The Woodbridge 
Grange, 1074 Academy St. Youth 
acoustic music jam held every 
2nd Sunday of the month from 
2 to 4 p.m. For more informa-
tion or reservations email david-
voytek@gmail.com. 

MONDAY

Bakersfield - Rusty’s Pizza, 5430 Ol-
ive Drive (in the Von’s Center). 
For more information or reser-
vations, call Kelvin Gregory or 
Slim Sims at 661-392-7973/661-
428-7044 or 760-762-6828 or 
email kelvin@gregspetro.com or 
slim1070@msn.com.

Culver City - Industry Cafe & Jazz, 
6039 Washington Blvd. For more 
information or reservations, call 
Jeff Fleck at 310-390-4391 or 
email jfleck47@ca.rr.com.

Oakland - Baja Taqueria Jam, Baja 
Taqueria, 4070 Piedmont Ave. 
(near 41st Street), Oakland, 
CA. Every Monday, jam hosted 
by Tom Lucas. For more infor-
mation or reservations, call Joe 
Howton at 510-547-2252 or 
email TRman2323@aol.com or 
visit http://sfbluegrass.org/php/
tacojam.html.

Oakland - The Stork Club, 2330 
Telegraph Ave. For more infor-
mation or reservations, call (510) 
444-6174.

Continued on A-30
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Tomato Bacon Cups
1 small tomato, finely chopped
1/2 cup mayonnaise
1/2 cup real bacon bits
1/2 cup shredded Swiss 

cheese
1 small onion, finely chopped
1 tsp. dried basil
1 tube (12 ounces) refrigerated 

buttermilk biscuits, separat-
ed into 10 biscuits

 In a large bowl, combine 
the tomato, mayonnaise, bacon, 
cheese, onion and basil; set aside.  
Split each biscuit into three layers; 
press each layer into an ungreased 
miniature muffin cup.
 Spoon tomato mixture into 
cups.  Bake at 450 degrees for 8 to 
10 minutes or until golden brown.  
Yield:  30

 This recipe for Balsamic-Glazed 
Pork Chops is a great dish for com-
pany.  It is so delicious and easy.  It 
takes less than 30 minutes to prepare 
and the flavor is like a menu item 
found at a fine restaurant.

Balsamic-Glazed Pork 
Chops
4 (3/4-inch thick) center-cut 

pork chops (about 2 
pounds total)

1 tsp. salt
1/2 tsp. black pepper
2 Tbsp. olive oil
6 ounces small shallots (about 

8), quartered and peeled
2/3 cup balsamic vinegar 

(I used Cranberry Pear 
Balsamic from Marisolio 
Tasting Bar in Murphys)

1-1/2 tsp. sugar

 Pat pork dry and sprinkle with 
1/2 tsp. salt and 1/4 tsp. pepper.
 Heat oil in a 12-inch heavy 
skillet over moderately high heat 
until hot but not smoking, then 
cook pork (in 2 batches if neces-
sary) along with shallots, turn-
ing pork over once and stirring 
shallots occasionally until pork is 
browned and shallots are golden 
brown and tender, about 5 minutes 

 It’s happening again!  Fall is 
on its way out the back door and 
the faint hint of winter chill can 
be heard knocking at the front.  
After a long, hot summer the first 
rain arrived yesterday.  It seems like 
forever since we had a good soak-
ing and boy was I ready.  I almost 
lost my rhododendron bush from 
lack of water.  I haven’t had plants 
to water in 30 years since we had 
a yard with landscaping.  I guess 
something we need to add to the 
“to do” list is installation of a drip 
system with automatic timers for 
those times we are gone for weeks 
at a time.  This fall we took a trip 
up to Plumas County to enjoy the 
fall color.  We stayed at a beautiful 
RV park in Clio, which is close to 
Graeagle and the Gold Highway.  
We towed our car so we were able 
to see the sites.  We spent the days 
exploring the area and found some 
beautiful lakes.  The two that stick 
in my mind are Packer Lake and 
Sardine Lake.  Both have cabins 
and excellent restaurants.  I would 
like to return someday to Sardine 
Lake and stay a few days.  The resort 
is at the end of the road and just as 
peaceful as can be.  The lake used 
to be called Emerald Lake until the 
mule belonging to a miner back in 
the gold rush fell in.  His name was 
Sardine.  An unlikely name for a 
mule.  We also visited Nakoma Golf 
Resort and Spa.  Their Frank Lloyd 
Wright “Wigwam” dining room 
features fine cuisine in a relaxed re-
sort casual atmosphere.  Gary and I 
sat out on the deck feasting on hal-
ibut tacos as we watched the golfers 
on what looks like a very difficult 
course.
 I was pondering what recipes I 
should share this holiday season.  I 
thumbed through some favorites in 
my collection and studied my hol-
iday magazines, looking for some-
thing different. I tried out a few 
new recipes and came up with some 
real easy things to make during the 
busy days leading up to Christmas.
 Tomato Bacon Cups are per-
fect snacks to prepare for a holiday 
party.  They only take a few minutes 
to make and are sure to earn rave re-
views.

Meet Me In the Kitchen By Eileen Kleinschmidt

total.  Transfer pork with tongs to 
a plate and add vinegar, sugar, and 
remaining 1/2 tsp. salt and 1/4 tsp. 
pepper to shallots in skillet.  Cook, 
stirring until sugar is dissolved and 
liquid is thickened slightly, about 1 
minute.
 Reduce heat to moderate, 
then return pork along with any 
juices accumulated on plate to skil-
let and turn 2 or 3 times to coat 
with sauce.  Cook, turning over 
once, until pork is just cooked 
through, about 3 minutes total.  
Transfer pork to a platter and boil 
sauce until thickened and syrupy, 
1 to 2 minutes.  Pour sauce over 
pork.

 My friend Jane gave me this 
recipe for Green Chile White Bean 
Soup.  She brought it to a gathering 
and I knew it was something I would 
make for years to come.  The varia-
tions one can come up with are lim-
itless.  I think it would be wonderful 
made with ham.  Either way it is the 
perfect soup to make with leftovers 
from your Christmas turkey or ham.  
( Jane, I hope you don’t mind that I 
changed your recipe and made it my 
own!)

Green Chile White Bean 
Soup
2 turkey legs or thighs
1 onion, chopped
2 cloves minced garlic
3 cans cannelloni beans, 

drained and rinsed
1 large can chopped Ortega 

chiles
1-2 Tbsp. cumin
Fresh oregano and cilantro 
1 carton low-sodium chicken 

broth
salt and pepper to taste

 Cook onion and garlic in a 
small amount of olive oil just un-
til wilted, about 3 minutes.  Place 
all ingredients except beans, chil-
es and cumin into a crock pot and 
cook on low for 6 to 8 hours (I 
cook mine overnight).  When tur-
key is falling off the bones tender, 
take out of crock pot, remove skin 
and bones and shred.  Pour broth 
through a strainer and add back to 
the crock pot along with the tur-
key.  You could add another carton 
of chicken broth.  Add beans, chil-
es, cumin and some more cilantro.  
Cook on low for another couple of 
hours to allow flavors to meld.  Ad-
just seasonings and serve.  Good 
topped with shredded cheese.

 Here’s a cookie recipe to give 
as gifts or serve to your guests.  They 
ship well too.

Sparkling Butter Toffee 
Cookies

1 cup granulated white sugar
3/4 cup salted butter, softened
1 large egg
1 tsp. vanilla extract
2 cups all-purpose flour
1-1/2 tsp. baking powder
1/4 tsp. baking soda

Eileen Kleinschmidt

1/2 cup toffee bits (or more!) 
(found in baking aisle near 
the chocolate chips)

White Sparkling Sugar for roll-
ing (can be found at craft 
stores and baking supply 
stores

 Heat oven to 350 degrees.  
Line cookie sheets with parchment 
paper.
 Combine sugar, butter, egg 
and vanilla in a large bowl.  Beat 
at medium speed, scraping bowl 
often until creamy.
 In a small bowl, whisk togeth-
er flour, baking powder and baking 
soda.  Add to wet mixture and beat 
until well mixed.  Stir in toffee bits 
by hand.
 Shape dough into 1-inch 
balls.  Roll in sugar.  Place 2 inches 
apart onto prepared cookie sheets.  

Flatten each with bottom of a glass 
to 1-1/2 inch circles (if glass sticks, 
dip in sugar)
 Bake 9 to 11 minutes or until 
edges are just lightly browned.  Do 
not overbake.  Sprinkle with ad-
ditional sugar while warm.  Cool 
completely.

Green Chile White Bean Soup.     
photos: Eileen Kleinschmidt

Tomato Bacon Cups.

FUN FOOD FACTS
1. The oldest evidence for soup is from 6,000 B.C. and calls for hippopota-

mus and sparrow meat.
2. Pringles once had a lawsuit trying to prove that they weren’t really potato 

chips.
3. Ripe cranberries will bounce like rubber balls.
4. An average ear of corn has an even number of rows, usually 16.
5. Most wasabi consumed is not real wasabi but colored horseradish.
6. Store bought 100% “real” orange juice is 100% artificially flavored.
7. Chocolate was once used as currency
8. Coconut water can be used as blood plasma.
9. The twists used in pretzels were meant to look like arms crossed in prayer.

 ......Who Knew?

There is no love sincerer than the love of food.
-George Bernard Shaw,  Man and Superman

 I hope your Christmas is filled with great food, great company, and of 
course, that Santa is kind!  Be kind to each other.  I’ll see you next year in my 
kitchen.

CALIFORNIA MADE SINCE 1975
Makers of Deering, Goodtime, Vega, Tenbrooks 
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Oroville - Bolt Tool Museum, 1650 

Broderick Street. Instruction and 
shared music time aim to en-
courage musicians to perform in 
groups. For more information or 
reservations, call 530-282-3205.

Palo Alto - Fandango’s Pizza, 3163 
Middlefield at Loma Verde. Old 
time jam every Monday For more 
information or reservations, call 
650-494-2928 or visit http://
www.fandangopizza.com/fan-
dango%20bluegrass.htm.

San Francisco - Amnesia, 853 Valen-
cia St, between 19th and 20th. 
For more information or reserva-
tions, call 415-970-0012 or visit 
http://amnesiathebar.com. 

TUESDAY

Berkeley - Berkeley Fellowship of 
Unitarian Universalists (BFUU), 
1606 Bonita Ave. at Cedar St. in 
North Berkeley. We play Blue-
grass standards kinda slow, sup-
port each others’ learning, and 
have some laughs. My job is to act 
as the Jam Lifeguard when songs 
start to unravel, and do some 
coaching. Email me if you have 
questions. For more information 
or reservations email ranbush@
gmail.com.

Dublin - Dublin Heritage Center, 
6600 Donlon Way in the old 
schoolhouse. Jam Session from 
7 to 9 p.m. on the 2nd and 4th 
Tuesday of every month. For 
more information or reserva-
tions, call 925-452-2100.

Merced - The Coffee Bandits, 309 
w Main St. Bluegrass, old-time, 
Americana For more informa-
tion or reservations, call Marc 
Alvira at 209-58-3852 or 209-
383-1200.

Modesto - Queen Bean Coffee 
House, 1126 14th Street. 2nd & 
4th Tuesday of EVERY month, 
7 to 9 p.m. Flavor of music is 
bluegrass, gospel, fiddle-tunes, 
old-time and traditional country. 
For more information or reserva-
tions, call Rainy Escobar at (209) 
985-9282. or email InamMec@
aol.com.

Paso Robles - Oak Creek Commons, 
635 Nicklaus Drive. We meet in 
the common room in the com-
mon building at the center of the 
complex. Bring an instrument 
and join in! For more informa-
tion or reservations, call (805) 
234-0809.

San Francisco - Durty Nelly’s, 2328 
Irving Street between 24th and 
25th Avenues. 1st, 3rd and 5th 
Tuesdays For more information 
or reservations email dinahbe-
atrice@gmail.com.

Santa Clara - Santa Clara Train 
Depot, 1005 Railroad Ave. 4th 
Tuesday from 6 to 9 p.m. For 
more information or reserva-
tions, call (408) 243-3969 or vis-
it http://www.scbs.org/.

Santa Maria - La Maria Trailer Park, 
1701 S Thornburg - When you 
turn in off Thornburg, go right 
and follow on around to a lit-
tle right turn in the street, go to 

the left and you can see the club 
house on the left. If you are a mu-
sician (string instruments violin/
fiddle, guitar, mandolin, bass, 
banjo, ukulele, accordion, har-
monica) and want to participate, 
please come join us for jamming. 

Seaside - Seaside High School, Sea-
side High School Music Building 
2200 Noche Buena Ave.. Blue-
grass jam. 2nd and 4th Tuesday 
of the month. 7:00 - 9:30 PM For 
more information or reservations 
call Chuck Hurd at 831-656-
9790 or email chuckhurdley@
comcast.net.

Sebastopol - Subud Hall, 234 
Hutchins Ave off Highway 116 
on the south side of town near 
The Aubergine. Regular jam on 
the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each 
month. For more information 
or reservations email davidacarl-
son62@hotmail.com.

Ventura - Milano’s Italian Restau-
rant, 1559 Spinnaker Drive Ste 
100. For more information or 
reservations, call (805) 658-0388 
or email michaelrubin1@earth-
link.net or visit http://home.
earthlink.net/~generubinau-
dio/. 

WEDNESDAY

Atascadero - Last Stage West BBQ, 
15050 Morro Road. For more 
information or reservations, call 
Bern Singsen at 805-595-1970 
or visit http://www.laststagew-
est.net.

El Cerrito - Music Works, 11225 
San Pablo Avenue. The jam is 
upstairs, accessible through the 
door just north of the store en-
trance, 11231 San Pablo. Near 
the Del Norte Bart station and 
bus lines. Open bluegrass jam at 
the Music Works music store in 
El Cerrito. All levels welcome, 
two larges rooms available. No 
food or drink except water. For 
more information or reserva-
tions, call (510) 232-1000 or vis-
it www.ecmusicworks.com.

Fresno - Santa Fe Basque Restaurant, 
Friends of Kenny Hall Regular 
Jam at 3110 N Maroa Ave., Fres-
no, CA

Martinez - Alameda Arts & Wine 
Fair, 707 Marina Vista Martinez, 
CA 94553. Hosted by Bruce 
Campbell and Red Rick Horlick 
from 7 to 10 p.m., with sign up at 
6:30 p.m. The house band, led by 
Bruce Campbell, will be there to 
back up any pickers and singers. 
Are you a bluegrass musician that 
hasn’t hit the big time yet? Then, 
come on down to Armando’s and 
get on stage with some of the hot-
test bluegrass players in the Bay 
Area. Are you a bluegrass fan? 3 
hours of music for $3! For more 
information or reservations, call 
Eloise Cotton at 925-229-1989 
or visit www.armandosmartinez.
com.

Petaluma - Aqus Cafe, 189 H Street 
. 4th Wednesday Bluegrass and 
Old Time open jam from 7 to 
9 p.m. For more information or 
reservations, call 707.778.6060 
or visit http://www.aquscafe.

com.
San Francisco - Plough and Stars, 

116 Clement St. (between 2nd 
& 3rd Ave). Jam hosted by Jeanie 
& Chuck Poling. For more infor-
mation or reservations, call 415-
751-1122 or visit http://www.
theploughandstars.com.

Santa Clara - Bluz By-you, 1240 
Coleman Ave,Santa Clara, CA 
95050. 1st, 3rd and 5th Wednes-
days for jamming. For more in-
formation or reservations, call 
408.588.1111 or email dcfid-
dles@gmail.com or visit http://
www.bluzbyyou.com/.

Santa Clara - Neto’s Market & Grill, 
1313 Franklin St. Jams on the 
1st and 3rd Wednesday of each 
month from 6 to 8:30 p.m. Ar-
rive early for great food and com-
pany! For more information or 
reservations visit http://netos-
marketandgrill.com/home.

Scotts Valley - Coffee Cat, Coffee 
Cat. This is an invitational blue-
grass jam, patterned after the 
Taco Jam that is held in Oak-
land. If you are interested, please 
send an email to Steve Rosen 
(steverosen@polarlight.com ) 
to request a spot on the list. For 
more information or reserva-
tions, call Steve Rosen at 831-
566-6828 or email steverosen@
polarlight.com or visit http://
www.TheJavaJam.com.

Sonora - Christopher’s Ristorante 
Italiano, Christopher’s Risto-
rante Italiano 160 Washington 
Street in the historic Sonora Inn. 
Ukulele jam 2nd Wednesday of 
every month at 6 p.m. For more 
information or reservations, call 
209 533 2600.

Vacaville - Vacaville Winestyles, 
Vacaville Winestyles 11-B 
Town Square Place Vacaville, 
CA 95688. Regular Jam, 3rd 
Wednesday of each month, from 
7 to 9:00 pm Jam is intermedi-
ate and above. Each participant 
needs to be able to lead three 
songs For more information or 
reservations, call John Erwin at 
(707) 447-9463 or visit http://
www.winestyles.net. 

THURSDAY

Corte Madera - Marin Lutheran 
Church, Marin Lutheran Church 
649 Meadowsweet Corte Made-
ra, CA. Bluegrass jam 1st and 3rd 
Thursdays from 7:30 to 10:00 
p.m. For more information or 
reservations, call Pat Palmer at 
415 305-4250 or email everev-
olving@earthlink.net or visit ui-
mfamilyministry@earthlink.net.

Morgan Hill - Morgan Hill Grange 
Hall, 40 East 4th St. 1st, 2nd 
and 4th Thursday night jam. 
For more information or reser-
vations, call Tim Edes at (408) 
779-5456 or email tim.bei@
charter.net or visit http://www.
cbaontheweb.org.

Murphys - Figaro’s Pizza, 164 E 
Highway 4 Murphys, California 
(next to Murphys Suites Hotel). 
Bluegrass and acoustic jam on 
the 1st and 3rd Thursdays from 
6 to 9 p.m. at the Growler Craft 

Brewery aka Figaro’s Pizza For 
more information or reservations 
call 209-728-1162.

Napa - Napa Jam, Pizza Hut - 3510 
Jefferson St., Napa, Ca. Bluegrass 
and Fiddle Jam Session every 
Thursday night (except holidays) 
from 7 pm to 9:30 pm in Napa. 
For more information or reserva-
tions, call Pat Calhoun at (707) 
255-4936 or email patcal@nap-
anet.net.

Redwood City - Caffé Sportivo, 965 
Brewster Avenue. This coffee bar 
has a large, open room and wel-
come atmosphere for pickers and 
music fans alike. Come for the 
coffee, stay for the jam! For more 
information or reservations email 
mark_huisman@yahoo.com.

Sacramento - Various locales in the 
Sacramento area, various homes 
and churches in the Sacramento 
area. Jams held every Thursday 
from 7 to 10 p.m. Contact John 
by phone or e-mail for the loca-
tion of the next jam. For more 
information or reservations, call 
John at 916-990-0719 or email 
bluegrass@shaunv.com. 

FRIDAY

Hanford - Yarnall’s Pizza - back 
room, http://www.yarnalpiz-
zeria.com 820 W Lacey blvd. 
Hanford, CA. All are welcome! 
Young and old. This is a regular 
jam of mostly old time fiddlers. 
For more information or reser-
vations, call Stacey Snodgrass at 
(559) 836-0068 or email ssno-
dgrass@gmail.com.

Placerville - Main Street Music, 263 
Main Street at the corner of Cen-
ter. For more information con-
tact the number below. For more 
information or reservations, call 
530-622-1357.

Sonora - Mi Pueblo Restaurant, 126 
S Washington St. Down the steps 
and next to the creek, held 2nd 
and 4th Fridays unless there is a 
major bluegrass event that day. 
For more information or reserva-
tions email billschneiderman@
gmail.com.

Woodbridge - The Woodbridge 
Grange, 1074 Academy St. Youth 
acoustic music jam held every 
2nd Sunday of the month from 
2 to 4 p.m. For more informa-
tion or reservations email david-
voytek@gmail.com. 

SATURDAY

Chico - Cafe Flo, 365 E 6th St. $2 
cost per person. For more infor-
mation or reservations, call Lucy 
Smith at 530-894-1449 or email 
lucyinchico@hotmail.com.

Chico - Centerville School House, 
13548 Centerville Rd. For more 
information or reservations, call 
Lucy Smith at 530-894-1449 
or email lucyinchico@hotmail.
com.

Chico - Upper Crust Bakery, 130 
Main Street. Folk Music Jam, 1st 
Saturday of every month.  For 
more information or reserva-
tions, call Steve Johnson at 530-
345-4128.

From Page A-28 Citrus Heights - Round Table Pizza, 
7867 Lichen Dr. For more infor-
mation or reservations, call 560-
409-4012.

Crowley Lake - McGee Creek 
Lodge, 12 miles south of Mam-
moth Lakes and 20miles north of 
Bishop. Take 395 to the McGee 
Creek Exit. First place on the 
left.. Open jam for pros to begin-
ners! For more information or 
reservations, call Jeff Meadway at 
760 914 1089 or email meadway-
jeff@yahoo.com or visit none.

Dublin - Dublin Heritage Center, 
Old St. Raymond’s Church 6600 
Donlon Way. Slow/practice Jam 
Session from 1 to 4 pm on the 
2nd and 4th Saturday of every 
month. For more information or 
reservations, call 925-452-2100.

Fremont - Mission Pizza & Pub, 
1572 Washington Blvd., Fre-
mont, CA Washington Blvd Exit 
Off 680 Between 680 and Paseo 
Padre Parkway. 1st and 3rd Satur-
day jams. For more information 
or reservations, call Phil Willis at 
510-651-6858/510-574-1880 or 
email info@missionpizza.com or 
visit http://www.missionpizza.
com.

Lafayette - Lamorinda Music Store, 
81 Lafayette Circle Lafayette, 
CA 94549. Sponsored by Mighty 
Fine Guitars “A Bluegrass and 
Old Time Music Jam takes place 
every 1st Saturday of the month, 
using the Parking Lot Picker Se-
ries Songbook. All players and 
singers of various skill levels are 
welcome. Come join us for some 
fun For more information or res-
ervations, call John Gruenstein 
at 925-268-8226 or email ste-
vie@mightyfine guitars or visit 
http://lamorindamusic.com/.

Marysville - The Brick Coffee House 
and Cafe, 316 D Street Phone 
for The Brick is 530-743-5283. 
Bluegrass and old-time jam on 
the first Saturday of every month 
from 3 to 6 p.m. All skill levels 
are welcome and standard jam 
protocol is follow. For more in-
formation or reservations, call 
Kit Burton or Janet Crott at 
(530)743-0413 or (530)701-
5090 or email kitburton@hot-
mail.com or janetcrott@yahoo.
com or visit http://thebrickcof-
feehouse.com/.

Nipomo - Lightning Joe’s Guitar 
Heaven, 100 East Branch Street 
in the Historic Village, just off 
Highway 101 at Grand Ave. 
Bluegrass, old time, old grass, 
originals, country, newgrass. We 
will explore tunes with an em-
phasis on on working them up to 
speed, understanding the forms 
and allowing the players to find 
a place to shine. Plenty of stools 
but bring music stands. For more 
information or reservations, call 
805-481-2226.

Paso Robles - Matt’s Music, 617 
12th St. Matt’s Jam every Sat-
urday from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 
Matt’s Music in downtown Paso 
Robles For more information or 
reservations, call 805-237-0054.

Continued on A-31



December 2014                                                                                                    Bluegrass Breakdown A-31

Attention bands, promoters, venues – if you would like to have your performanc-
es, concerts, festivals or jam sessions listed in the Bluegrass Breakdown and on 
the CBA website, please send your information to CBA Calendar Editor - Can-
dy Sponhaltz at candy.sponhaltz@gmail.com

Redding - Round Table Pizza - Red-
ding, 900 Dana Drive. Free old 
time fiddle concert & open mic 
after the concert 

Santa Clara - Edward Peterman 
Museum of Railroad History at 
Santa Clara Depot, 1005 Rail-
road Avenue - Santa Clara Am-
trak Station (Santa Clara Depot) 
across from Santa Clara Univer-

CBA Father’s Day Festival full hook-up (FHU) lottery for 2015
ervation must tender their FHU 
fee of $230 plus purchase or pos-
session of (comp eligible) at least 
one 4-day festival pass to CBA by 
the date given in the notification 
of lottery results.
 The remaining lottery en-
trants will be placed, in order, on a 
waiting list for notification when-
ever a reservation opens up. Any-
one who might want to reserve a 
FHU space next June is strongly 
encouraged to read through the 
CBA’s FHU lottery policy:

FATHER’S DAY FESTIVAL 
FULL HOOK-UP (FHU) RES-
ERVATION POLICY

1. Reservation Lottery System:    
Reservations for FHU sites at 
Father’s Day Festival (FDF) will 
be determined strictly by lot-
tery.    Lottery placement will 
govern assignment of specific 
reservable FHU sites (where re-
quested by reservation holders).

2. Determining Reservable FHU 
Sites:    By the December board 
meeting of the year preced-
ing FDF, the Festival Director 

By Craig Wilson
 Obtaining FHU reservations 
for our annual Grass Valley gala 
has long posed a challenge. With 
only some 38 such spaces (ap-
proximate) available, and with a 
first-come/first-served system de-
termining who gets reservations, 
anyone who failed to call on the 
very day reservations opened – 
some seven months prior to the 
festival – stood little chance of re-
serving a FHU site. Starting with 
the 2008 festival the CBA’s board 
moved to improve the FHU res-
ervation system. It adopted the 
below-outlined policy to insure 
fairness and convenience in award-
ing FHU reservations to future 
festival attendees.
 In brief, this policy requires 
every member wanting to reserve 
a FHU space to first enter a quali-
fying lottery. To so enter, one need 
only mail his/her name, address, 
phone no. and CBA member 
number or submit that informa-
tion via e-mail to the FHU Lottery 
Coordinator by January 15, 2015 
– no multiple entries permitted. 
Those who place sufficiently high 
in the lottery to qualify for a res-

will submit to CBA’s board 
the number of FHU sites to be 
made available through lottery, 
along with a list of FHU sites 
to be preemptively reserved for 
entertainers and for specific fes-
tival personnel.

3. Exemptions from Lottery:   
(a) Every lifetime CBA member 

will be exempt from the lottery 
process, and entitled to one 
FHU reservation, so long as s/
he (1) requests a reservation 
before December 15th of the 
year preceding FDF, and (2) 
complies with deadline for pay-
ment of FHU fees. (Note: some 
electrical hook-ups are available 
in the handicapped camping 
sections with some closer to the 
stage area.)

(b) Any CBA member with disabil-
ity requiring FHU amenities 
will be exempt from the lottery 
process, and is entitled to one 
FHU reservation, so long as s/
he (1) provides his/her DMV 
placard no. and requests a res-
ervation before December 15th 
of  the year preceding FDF, and 
(2) complies with deadline for 

payment of FHU fees.
(c) The board may authorize ad-

ditional exemptions for good 
cause at any duly noticed board 
meeting prior to January 1 of 
each year.

4. Lottery Eligibility:    Every CBA 
member in good standing who 
intends to buy a 4-day FDF 
ticket (or who is the holder of 
a 4-day volunteer comp FDF 
ticket), and who will not have a 
reservation through exemption, 
is eligible to enter the FHU 
reservation lottery.   Each CBA 
membership number is restrict-
ed to just one lottery entry.   No 
lottery entry may be transferred.

 
5. Reservations Non-Transferable:    

No FHU reservation may be 
transferred, whether obtained 
through exemption or through 
lottery.   If a reservation holder 
is compelled to cancel his/her 
reservation, CBA will refund 
the amount paid consistent 
with existing refund policy, and 
will offer that reservation to 
the next person in order on the 
FHU waiting list.

6. Lottery Procedure:
(a) Each participating CBA mem-

ber will mail (or e-mail) his/
her entry, without payment of 
any fee, to the FHU Lottery 
Coordinator, beginning No-
vember 1 of the year preced-
ing FDF.   Each entry must list 
entrant’s name, address, phone 
no., and CBA no.  Applications 
by e-mail must be directed to: 
cbahookups08@gmail.com to 
insure processing. Should appli-
cations be directed to any other 
private e-mail address, includ-
ing the FHU Lottery coordina-
tor’s, there is no guarantee they 
can or will be entered into the 
lottery process.  Entries may be 
in any legible format which in-
cludes all requisite information.  
If confirmation of entry receipt 
is desired, SASE must accom-
pany mail entry; all e-mail en-
tries will be confirmed by reply 
e-mail.

(b) Entries will close January 15th 
– entries postmarked after Jan-
uary 15th will be added to the 
bottom of the waiting list, in 
order of postmark dates. 

(c) The FHU Lottery Coordinator 
will confirm eligibility of all 
entries received.  S/he will then 
assign sequential numbers (be-
ginning with 1) to each valid 
entrant, and prepare confiden-
tial listing of this data.   

(d) Within three days following 
close of entries, the FHU Lot-
tery Coordinator will telephone 
or e-mail CBA Chair, Director 
of Operations, and Festival Di-
rector to convey the number of 
valid entries received.  These 
three will thereupon select (by 
majority decision) a procedure 
for prioritizing each entrant’s 
number by a wholly random 
method.

(e) The selected procedure will be 

completed in the presence of 
at least two disinterested board 
members or officers not later 
than January 25.  When com-
pleted, the FHU Lottery Coor-
dinator will then match results 
with entrant’s names, to com-
pile a prioritized list for dissem-
ination to concerned staff.  

(f ) The FHU Lottery Coordinator 
will convey the prioritized list 
not later than January 30th to 
Festival Director, and E-Com-
merce and Advance Ticket Co-
ordinators.    Each coordinator 
will retain this list through June 
of the following year.

(g) The FHU Lottery Coordinator 
will then notify all entrants of 
their placement in the lottery, 
that is, numerical position on 
either the reservation holders 
list, or the waiting list.   

(h) Notification of lottery results 
will be made by post card to ev-
ery entrant, unless s/he requests 
otherwise.   Notification to 
“winners” will include BOLD-
FACE UPPER-CASE advisory 
of deadlines for (a) payment of 
FHU fees, and (b) for purchase 
of at least one 4-day festival 
ticket, together with advisory 
that failure to meet either dead-
line will cause reservation to be 
forfeited [with return of fees 
tendered, consistent with CBA’s 
refund policy].

(i) Deadline for payment of FHU 
fees will be set at least 10 busi-
ness days after notification.   
Deadline for reservation hold-
ers’ payment of 4-day FDF 
ticket fees will be set at least 
one month after the FHU-fees 
deadline at Early Bird ticket 
prices.

(j) Should any of the above-noted 
intermediate deadlines be ex-
tended in conducting the lot-
tery, subsequent deadlines (e.g. 
for payment of FHU fees and 
purchase of 4-day FDF tickets) 
will likewise be extended. 

(k) Any member desiring to appeal 
lottery results must so notify 
CBA’s board within 10 days of 
receipt of notification of such 
results.   The board will decide 
such appeal consistent with its 
written procedures, and within 
45 days, unless good cause ex-
ists for continuance.

7. Policy Revision:    This policy, 
adopted Sept. 2007, will be sub-
ject to board review after each 
festival, whereat the board will 
consider input from any inter-
ested CBA member.   Revision 
of this policy may be effected 
consistent with CBA’s by-laws.

 
Contact information:
Craig Wilson
FDF FHU Coordinator
11119 Academy Avenue,
Bakersfield, CA 93312
661-589-8249
cbahookups08@gmai l .
com

www.cbamusiccamp.org

CBA Calendar
sity . A friendly bluegrass music 
jam, intermediate to advanced. 
Sunny days we jam outside on 
the SW corner next big shady 
tree. Rainy days - jam inside the 
museum. Free parking in front of 
the museum. Paid parking (not 
checked often) to south and west 
of museum. For more informa-
tion or reservations, call Mary 
M. Kennedy at 408-241-5920 or 
email kennedymk@comcast.net.

Sebastopol - Coffee Catz, 6761 Se-
bastopol Ave #300 Highway 12 
just east of Sebastopol by the 
Sebastopol Inn. Every Saturday 
afternoon jam from 2 to 5 p.m. 
This is not a slow jam or begin-
ner’s jam, intermediate and above 
players are expected and new ad-
ditions are always welcome. For 
more information or reserva-
tions, call 707-829-6600 or visit 
http://www.coffeecatz.com/.

From Page A-30
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February 26 - March 1, 2015February 26 - March 1, 2015
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Aofi e O’DonovanAofi e O’Donovan (Sat/Sun)

�B�i�r�d�s�	�o�f�	�C�h�i�c�a�g�o�B�i�r�d�s�	�o�f�	�C�h�i�c�a�g�o (Sat/Sun)

�B�l�u�e�b�e�r�r�y�	�H�i�l�l�B�l�u�e�b�e�r�r�y�	�H�i�l�l (Th/Sat)

�C�a�l�e�b�	�K�l�a�u�d�e�r�	�C�o�u�n�t�r�y�	�B�a�n�d�C�a�l�e�b�	�K�l�a�u�d�e�r�	�C�o�u�n�t�r�y�	�B�a�n�d (Fri/Sat)

Dale Ann BradleyDale Ann Bradley �(Sat/Sun)

Del McCouryDel McCoury (Fri)

Della MaeDella Mae (Sat)

Don Julin & Billy StringsDon Julin & Billy Strings (Th/Sat)

Dust Bowl RevivalDust Bowl Revival (Fri/Sat)

Cahalen Morrison & Eli WestCahalen Morrison & Eli West (Th/Sat)

G Burns Jug Band G Burns Jug Band (Fri/Sat)

I Draw SlowI Draw Slow (Th/Fri)

Jayme Stone & the Lomax ProjectJayme Stone & the Lomax Project (Th/Fri)

Jeff Scroggins & ColoradoJeff Scroggins & Colorado (Th/Fri)

Laurie Lewis & the Right HandsLaurie Lewis & the Right Hands (Sat)

Kathy Kallick & Laurie LewisKathy Kallick & Laurie Lewis ((Vern & Ray tribute)Vern & Ray tribute) (Th/Fri)

MatutoMatuto (Fri/Sat & special appearance on Sunday)

Mr. SunMr. Sun (Darol Anger, Joe Walsh, Grant Gordy, Ethan Jodziewicz)(Darol Anger, Joe Walsh, Grant Gordy, Ethan Jodziewicz) (Sat/Sun)

Patchy Sanders Patchy Sanders (Fri/Sat)

Sarah Jarosz Sarah Jarosz (Sat/Sun)

The Steel WheelsThe Steel Wheels (Fri/Sat)

The SteelDriversThe SteelDrivers (Fri/Sat)

�T�r�u�e�	�N�o�r�t�h�T�r�u�e�	�N�o�r�t�h (Fri/Sat/Sun)

Faast & BlairFaast & Blair�	�(Th�//Sat/Sun)�//Sat/Sun)�/

�B�l�u�e�b�e�r�r�y�	�H�i�l�l�B�l�u�e�b�e�r�r�y�	�H�i�l�l (Th/Fri)

�W�i�n�t�e�r�g�r�a�s�s�	�I�n�t�e�n�s�i�v�e�s�W�i�n�t�e�r�g�r�a�s�s�	�I�n�t�e�n�s�i�v�e�s�W�i�n�t�e�r�g�r�a�s�s�	�I�n�t�e�n�s�i�v�e�s
Thursday, Feb. 26thThursday, Feb. 26thThursday, Feb. 26th

�V�o�c�a�l�s�	�V�o�c�a�l�s�	�V�o�c�a�l�s�	with Aofi e O’Donovan & Sarah Jaroszwith Aofi e O’Donovan & Sarah Jaroszwith Aofi e O’Donovan & Sarah Jarosz�	�-�	�f�u�l�l�	�d�a�y�	�-�	�f�u�l�l�	�d�a�y�	�-�	�f�u�l�l�	�d�a�y
�G�u�i�t�a�r�	�G�u�i�t�a�r�	�G�u�i�t�a�r�	with Grant Gordywith Grant Gordywith Grant Gordy�	�-�	�h�a�l�f�	�d�a�y�	�1�-�4�p�m�	�-�	�h�a�l�f�	�d�a�y�	�1�-�4�p�m�	�-�	�h�a�l�f�	�d�a�y�	�1�-�4�p�m
Mandolin for DummiesMandolin for DummiesMandolin for Dummies with Don Julin  with Don Julin  with Don Julin �-�	�h�a�l�f�	�d�a�y�	�1�-�4�p�m�-�	�h�a�l�f�	�d�a�y�	�1�-�4�p�m�-�	�h�a�l�f�	�d�a�y�	�1�-�4�p�m
Advanced Mandolin Advanced Mandolin Advanced Mandolin with Joe Walshwith Joe Walshwith Joe Walsh�	�-�	�h�a�l�f�	�d�a�y�	�1�-�4�p�m�	�-�	�h�a�l�f�	�d�a�y�	�1�-�4�p�m�	�-�	�h�a�l�f�	�d�a�y�	�1�-�4�p�m
Dobro Dobro Dobro with Phil Leadbetterwith Phil Leadbetterwith Phil Leadbetter�	�-�	�h�a�l�f�	�d�a�y�	�1�-�4�p�m�	�-�	�h�a�l�f�	�d�a�y�	�1�-�4�p�m�	�-�	�h�a�l�f�	�d�a�y�	�1�-�4�p�m
Fiddle & Cello Fiddle & Cello Fiddle & Cello with Tashina & Tristan Clarridge with Tashina & Tristan Clarridge with Tashina & Tristan Clarridge �-�	�h�a�l�f�	�d�a�y�	�1�-�4�p�m�-�	�h�a�l�f�	�d�a�y�	�1�-�4�p�m�-�	�h�a�l�f�	�d�a�y�	�1�-�4�p�m

�w�w�w�.�w�i�n�t�e�r�g�r�a�s�s�.�c�o�m

Wintergrass Youth EducationWintergrass Youth EducationWintergrass Youth Education
Th., Feb. 26th - Fri. , Feb 27thTh., Feb. 26th - Fri. , Feb 27thTh., Feb. 26th - Fri. , Feb 27th

Youth AcademyYouth AcademyYouth Academy
Now - Sun. March 1, 2014Now - Sun. March 1, 2014Now - Sun. March 1, 2014

Wintergrass Youth OrchestraWintergrass Youth OrchestraWintergrass Youth Orchestra


