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The Father’s Day Bluegrass Festival
Welcome!
The California Bluegrass Association welcomes you to our 39th
Annual Father’s Day Weekend
Bluegrass Festival. We know that
you will enjoy your weekend with
us at the beautiful Nevada County Fairgrounds in Grass Valley, the
Bluegrass Capital of California.
The California Bluegrass Association is a non-profit, all volunteer organization, founded in
1974, to preserve and promote
Bluegrass, Old Time, and Gospel
Music in California. We encourage you to visit our Membership
Booth and learn the benefits of
membership. We presently have
over 2600 voting members in California and thirty-nine other states
and Canada. We hope you will
join or renew your membership at
the membership booth in the inner fairgrounds. Make this “your”
organization and learn about the
many membership benefits.
The Father’s Day Bluegrass
Festival is produced by our volunteer members and promises
four days of fabulous music on
three stages, jamming, workshops,
Youth Programs, Kids on Bluegrass, Luthiers’ Pavilion, Vern’s
Beer and Wine Garden and a large
concession area with food, drink
and crafts.

General Information:
Camping
Camping is in the rough on
the festival site and those who
come early may camp Sunday
through Wednesday, June 8th-11th
for a daily fee of $15/tent and $20/
RV on a first come, first served basis. Designated tent-only camping
is available (see map or ask at gate).

Handicapped Camping
There are a limited number
of special accommodation camping spaces available for those with
handicaps. Advance reservations
were required by May 1, 2014.
However, handicapped campers
will be accommodated if possible. We cannot promise sites
with hookups and/or a view of the

stage; however, we will do our best
to meet your basic needs. We will
provide some transportation in a
golf cart this year for those with
special needs. Information about
this service will be available at the
Gate or at Festival Headquarters.

For those with dogs
1. Owners must have proof of all
required vaccinations, vaccinations
must be up-to-date, and dogs must
have ID tags on their collars.
2. By bringing their dog to the
festival the owner accepts all liability for any injury or property damage caused by their dog and the
owner will be solely responsible for
any and all cost of repairs, fines or
levies by any agency or other party.
The California Bluegrass Association maintains no liability for any
actions of the dog or its owners.
3. Dogs must be on a short leash,
not to exceed six (6) feet, while being walked.
4. Dogs must be confined to a
pen or a RV or on a short leash
while in camp. No free ranging
tethers are allowed.
5. Owners will be required to remove their dog from the grounds
if the dog becomes a nuisance by
continually barking (for a single
time or multiple short intervals) or
in any other manner that disturbs
other campers or people passing by.
This will be strenuously enforced.
6. Dogs should not be left alone
for periods of time longer than 45
minutes to an hour.
7. Owners must clean up after
their dogs. It is owner’s responsibility to have all the necessary supplies to ensure that other festival
attendees have a good experience
while at the festival.
8. Dogs will only be allowed
in the main camping area. Tent
campers in the “Tent Only” area
near Gate 4 will not be allowed
to keep dogs. Tent Campers with
dogs may camp in other areas on
the fairgrounds.
9. Dogs will not be allowed at
any time (during Music Camp or
the Festival) inside the fenced area
(near the stages or vendor areas).
10. Dogs are not allowed in the
water ditch or the lake.

Helpful Information
Bring regular lawn chairs or
blankets for seating. Seating is
strictly “bring your own” and chair
height must be lower than 37” in
the center section. Anyone may sit
in an empty chair until that chair is
reclaimed by its owner.
Food and drink concessions are
on site and food and non-alcoholic
beverages may be brought into the
audience area (no glass allowed) in
picnic baskets or coolers.
Historic Grass Valley and Nevada City are a short automobile
drive away and offer banking, restaurants, grocery shopping, camping-supply purchases and tourist
and recreational opportunities.
The weather can be hot during
the days and cool during the evenings, so dress appropriately. Sunscreen and hats or visors help keep
you from burning during the heat
of the day and a jacket or sweater
can be very comforting during the
evening performances and for jamming afterward. The Festival will
be held rain or shine and there are
no refunds.
Bring your acoustic instruments and join in the fun. A large
part of the enjoyment of our festival is the spontaneous jam sessions
that spring up throughout the fairgrounds during the festival. There
is a wonderful opportunity to share
some music and make new friends.
(Remember your jamming etiquette.)
Parents are responsible for
their children at all times. Please be
sure you know where your children
are and what they are doing. There
is an organized children’s program
with schedule times listed in the
program; however, this is not a day
care service. Parents must either
remain with their child/children or
return to pick them up at the conclusion of each segment of the program.
Help maintain the cleanliness
of the grounds and restrooms. Deposit all trash in available bins and
recyclable containers in appropriate
bins.
The Festival is produced by
volunteers and we ask for your cooperation in abiding by the rules

which are a necessary part of such
a large event. The California Bluegrass Association Board of Directors
and volunteer festival personnel
have thought out these rules carefully in order to ensure your safety
and satisfaction.
Please read the following rules
and regulations carefully, and give
us your full cooperation. If everyone follows these simple guidelines,
we can all enjoy our festival days
together in harmony, and listen to
some wonderful music!

Rules and Regulations
In order to facilitate the enjoyment of the California Bluegrass
Association’s 38th Annual Festival,
the following rules and regulations
will be in effect during the Festival.
•DO NOT REMOVE YOUR ID
BAND - You will be banded when
your ticket is taken at the front gate.
No replacements will be made unless you purchase another ticket.
•NO ALCOHOL or display of
public drunkenness and disturbance is permitted in the audience
area. Persons who interfere with the
enjoyment of the rest of the audience will be asked to leave the area.
•NO AMPLIFIERS OR ELECTRIC INSTRUMENTS are allowed in the camping areas.
•SCOOTER OR SKATEBOARD
RIDING AND ROLLER-BLADING OR SKATING are prohibited
on the festival grounds until Monday after the festival.
•BICYCLE RIDING -- Is allowed
in the campground area but not in
the inner Fairground. Children are
required to wear helmets in accordance with California State law.
•Single person battery operated vehicles used by the handicapped or
people with medical problems are
allowed.
•NO OPEN CAMPFIRES - Keep
a close watch on camp stoves, barbecues, lanterns, etc. Make sure
they are completely out when not
in use.
•NO ROPING OFF AREAS - except by festival officials. Due to the
large number of campers, “saving
a spot” for a friend who is coming
later is not allowed. If your group

wants to be together, try to arrive
about the same time.
•NO SMOKING in the audience
seating area. Please be considerate
of your fellow audience members
and smoke around the perimeter or
camping areas.
•DOGS AND CATS are allowed on
a limited and controlled basis. Cats
are allowed in RVs in the RV section
only. Dogs are allowed as long as the
rules for dogs (see rules previously
listed) are followed.
•NO PETS of any other species are
allowed on the fairgrounds during
the time that the CBA has possession of the grounds.
•VIDEO RECORDING OF ARTISTS’ STAGE PERFORMANCES
- is PROHIBITED unless specifically allowed and permission is indicated by a sign displayed near
the stage stating that video recording is permitted. If permitted, this
permission applies only to the artist on stage at the time the sign is
displayed.
•CONSERVE WATER AND
ELECTRICITY - Campers and
RVs may draw electrical power only
from designated outlets. Water faucets and connections are scarce and
should be shared.
•KEEP YOUR GENERATOR
USE MINIMAL - if you must run
a generator on your RV to charge
your battery or for any other reason,
please keep the time minimal. Do
not use your generator after 11 pm
or before 8 am.
The California Bluegrass Association reserves the right to deny
admission to anyone, and/or to
have anyone removed from the fairgrounds if necessary or desirable at
the discretion of the Festival Director or the CBA Board of Directors.

For more information:
Please visit our festival website:
www.fathersdayfestival.com
or the CBA website:
www.cbaontheweb.org
for information about our association and the events we produce
throughout the year. You can also
request a sample copy of our monthly newspaper, Bluegrass Breakdown,
at our Membership Booth.

Welcome! Please enjoy the copy of the cba’s monthly paper, the bluegrass breakdown, inserted in this program

Handicap Taxi at Grass Valley
SERVICE FOR THE HANDICAPPED AT FDF 2014

At this year’s Father’s Day Bluegrass Festival, Mike Martin
will be coordinator for a service helpful to attendees who require help getting around. A golf cart has been donated to pick
up and return handicap members to and from the stage area.
To schedule a pick up call Mike Martin at 707-333-5784 or
ask anybody with a radio to call for handicap taxi. Thank you,
in advance, to his volunteer crew.
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Bucking Mules

Bean Creek

Bean Creek.

In alphabetical order

The voice of
Bean Creek is
imbued with
early country
and mountain music,
yet has a joyful and exuberant quality all its own.
Their music
is a soulful
expression
from a group
of talented,
experienced
players who
understand
and
love
bluegrass
music, and

perform it with vigor and honesty.
Billy Pitrone: (vocals, guitar) pens songs that tell a story, and sings
‘em like he was there. He has the unmistakable voice of a natural singer,
and he pours his soul into every verse.
Sarah Eblen: (vocals, bass) has a wonderfully sweet and clear voice
that charms listeners young and old, and her bass playing rocks the band
as naturally as a mother her cradle.
Pete Hicks: (vocals, fiddle, mandolin) with his rough hewn fiddle
strokes, honky-tonk voice and edgy mandolin, conjures up great old
bluegrass, and great old country.
Rob Horgan: (banjo) is equally at home driving a Scruggs-style
break, galloping along with an open back, or pulling in stylings of the
melodic players, and he weaves it all together seamlessly with clarity and
precision.

Rules for dogs

CBA Summer Music Camp & FDF 2014

1. Owners must have proof of all required vaccinations, vaccinations must be up-to-date, and dogs must have ID tags on their
collars.
2. By bringing their dog to the festival the owner accepts all liability for any injury or property damage caused by their dog
and the owner will be solely responsible for any and all cost
of repairs, fines or levies by any agency or other party. The
California Bluegrass Association maintains no liability for any
actions of the dog or its owners.
3. Dogs must be on a short leash, not to exceed six (6) feet, while
being walked.
4. Dogs must be confined to a pen or a RV or on a short leash
while in camp. No free ranging tethers are allowed.
5. Owners will be required to remove their dog from the grounds
if the dog becomes a nuisance by continually barking (for a
single time or multiple short intervals) or in any other manner
that disturbs other campers or people passing by. This will be
strenuously enforced.
6. Dogs should not be left alone for periods of time longer than
45 minutes to an hour.
7. Owners must clean up after their dogs. It is owner’s responsibility to have all the necessary supplies to ensure that other
festival attendees have a good experience while at the festival.
8. Dogs will only be allowed in the main camping area. Tent
campers in the “Tent Only” area near Gate 4 will not be allowed to keep dogs. Tent Campers with dogs may camp in
other areas on the fairgrounds.
9. Dogs will not be allowed at any time (during Music Camp or
the Festival) inside the fenced area (near the stages or vendor
areas).
10. Dogs are not allowed in the water ditch or the lake.

Like the creature that inspires
their name, the Bucking Mules
can buck, snort, and throw down
some traditional old time music
from the South. Drawing from a
deep study of old 78s and visits
with an older generation of musicians, the band distills the essence
of the tradition into driving performances that appeal to contemporary audiences. With roots in
Tennessee and Virginia and experience on stages all over the country,
the band knows how to bust down
on a fiddle tune, how to get square
dancers moving, and how to belt
out a beautiful old song. The band
is comprised of some of the most
exciting and accomplished players
in the genre today. Together and
individually, they are experienced
and engaging performers. Their
sets combine sizzling fiddle and
banjo based tunes with traditional
songs in harmony. All members
of the band have extensive festival and camp teaching experience, informed and grounded in

Bucking Mules.
the regional musical traditions of
the Appalachian Southeast. Band
members include Joseph Decosi-

mo, Luke Richardson banjo; Joe
DeJarnette bass; Karen Celia Heil
guitar.

The Deadly Gentlemen
Moose and the Unbuttoned Zippers.
Stash
graduated
from the Berklee
College of Music.
Dominick Leslie, 24, is a former
child prodigy of the
mandolin. He had
racked up many
notable
achievements before the
age of 16! His mandolin playing is
often described as
both “supertasteful” and “ridonkulous”, which is
amazing because
those words are
opposites. He now
lives in Brooklyn
and has toured
with numerous acThe Deadly Gentlemen.
claimed musicians
including Noam
Pikelny, the Infamous Stringdusters, Missy Raines and
Greg Liszt has been leading an unusual life. Born
the New Hip, Sandra Wong, and Grant Gordy Quarin Charlottesville, VA, he went to college at Yale and
tet.
got a Ph.D. from MIT in Molecular Biology. He then
Mike Barnett is living the dream. When he was
immediately retired from science and went on tour
15 he toured as the fiddler for bluegrass legend Jesse
playing banjo for Bruce Springsteen. Along the way,
McReynolds. On that tour, Mike allegedly had his first
Greg developed a new four-fingered banjo picking
drink of moonshine. He sings the highest notes on
technique (the other players use three). He has toured
Carry Me To Home as well as the lowest ones. Which
full time for several years in the alt-bluegrass/chamberis weird because when we started recording that CD
grass band Crooked Still. Greg wrote and produced
no one (including Mike) knew he could sing at all. He
all three Deadly Gentlemen CDs: Roll Me, Tumble
is also really good at jazz fiddle, and has attended the
Me; Carry Me To Home; and the out-of-print debut
Berklee College of Music. These days he tours with the
recording The Bastard Masterpiece.
David Grisman Quintet as well as the Tony Trischka
Stash Wyslouch grew up on heavy metal music.
Band, both of which are absolutely terrific.
Actually, he may be the missing link between acoustic
Adam Chaffins, the newest member of the Deadly
music and over-electrified thrash metal. Stash (which is
Gentlemen, is a multi-faceted musical powerhouse
short for Stanislaw) really enjoys raking the guitar and
who lives in Nashville, TN. Originally from Kentucky,
screaming in harmony at the top of his vocal range. He
Adam’s bass playing and singing have taken him on
speaks several languages and is renowned on the scene
tours all around the world. We are lucky to have him in
for having the “best vibe ever.” He has also toured with
the band as a full-time member as of December 2013!
Eric Robertson and the Boston Boys as well as Blue
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Foghorn Stringband
Foghorn Stringband is the
shining gold standard for American
stringband music, with seven albums, thousands of shows, over a decade of touring under their belts, and
two entirely new generations of oldtime musicians following their lead.
Through all this, they’ve never let
the music grow cold; instead they’ve
been steadily proving that American
roots music is a never-ending well
of inspiration. From their origins
in Portland, Oregon’s underground
roots music scene, the core duo of
Foghorn Stringband, Caleb Klauder,
whose wistful, keening vocals and
rapid-fire mandolin picking have
always been the heart of the band,
and Stephen ‘Sammy’ Lind, perhaps

the best old-time fiddler of his generation, have spread the old-time
stringband gospel all over the world,
but they’ve also brought in new influences and inspirations from their
many travels and fellow bandmates.
Vintage country and honky-tonk became a staple of Foghorn Stringband
thanks to Klauder’s intense passion
for the music, and frequent visits to
Louisiana have inspired the group
to bring Cajun songs into the repertoire.
As the music has changed, the
band has changed and reformed as
well. Canadian singer and bassist
Nadine Landry, from Québec via
the Yukon, joined the band in 2008,
bringing a wealth of experience as

Foghorn Stringband.

Grasskickers

The winners of the CBA’s Showcase Showdown band contest, held at
our Bakersfield event, the Great 48 Hour Jam, is honored by having a set at
the Father’s Day Bluegrass Festival. This yeawr’s winning band was the Grasskickers. They are: Bob Garcia, mandolin and vocals; Ron “Bearrr” Murray,
bass and vocals, Dan Stein, guitar and vocals; Tom Naiman, Banjo. Sitting in
for Jack Kinney (pictured) on fiddle is Tom’s daughter, Ella. Please see their
performance on the Pioneer Stage, Thursday at 5:50.

Father’s Day Festival event program

an internationally touring bluegrass
musician. New member, singer and
guitarist Reeb Willms, came down
from Bellingham with a suitcase
of old, vintage country songs and
a powerfully beautiful, pure voice
born in the farmlands of Washington State. It’s a new Foghorn Stringband these days, but the music is as
furiously compelling as ever. For the
group that first broke the good news
about Southern old-time music to
new generations, a new album and
new tour dates are both a return to
form and a fresh new start.
Wowing audiences across the
country and across the pond playing over 200 days a year, Foghorn is
one of the most sought after acts for
festival stages and music camps, and
are band mates for world renowned
master old-time musician Dirk Powell and Cajun legends Joel Savoy and
Jesse Lége. Recent festivals and venues they’ve played include San Francisco Bluegrass & Old-Time Festival,
Pickathon, Sioux River Folk Festival,
The Old Town School of Folk Music, California Bluegrass Association’s Father’s Day Bluegrass Festival,
Freight & Salvage, Bristol Rhythm
& Roots, Austin Stringband Festival,
and many more, including extensive
tours of the UK and Ireland! They
were selected as Official Showcase
Artists at the 2011 IBMA Conference.
Foghorn Stringband play the
old way, the way you’d have heard
stringbands play on Southern radio
stations back in the 1930s. They
don’t fancy up the music to make
it more modern, instead they reach
into the heart of the songs, pulling
out the deep emotions that made
them so enduring in the first place.
Performing live, these multi- instrumentalists gather around a single microphone in the middle of the stage,
expertly balancing their sound on
the fly, and creating the rarest of music: songs that are at once wildly virtuosic and intimately hand-crafted.
Foghorn Stringband play American
roots music of the finest order.

High Country

June 2014

High Country.
Butch Waller is High Country’s
leader and emcee. Butch was one of
the first to play professional bluegrass
in Northern California and formed
the band in 1968. His distinct mandolin playing, firmly grounded in
the Monroe style, shines through
strong bluesy downstrokes and vibrant tremolos. Butch sings lead and
baritone and also contributes many
of the band’s original songs and
mandolin instrumentals.
Larry Cohea has been with the
group from nearly the beginning.
His genuine enthusiasm for music and life pervades his energetic
banjo work, which spurs the band’s
hard-driving sound. Larry’s dedication to the banjo and bluegrass
began when, as a kid, he watched
the daily telecast of the Flatt and
Scruggs show at his home in Springfield, Tennessee. He is featured on
lead and tenor vocals.
Jim Mintun is a welcome addition wherever bluegrass players
convene as he brings with him a
vast repertoire of songs, along with
a soaring bluegrass voice of the high
lonesome variety, singing either the
lead or tenor part with equal vigor.
Jim’s gritty, zestful approach to the
dobro never ceases to delight audiences, and his song writing is a key
ingredient in the band’s personalized
stamp on the genre.

Kids On Bluegrass
For the 23rd year in a row the Kids on Bluegrass will
be performing once again on the main stage at the Fathers
Day Festival in Grass Valley on Friday at 5:10 PM and on
Saturday at 5:10 PM. Under the direction of Frank Solivan
and his staff, The Kids on Bluegrass (KOB) have provided
some great entertainment over the years and promises to do
so again this year!
Over the years, we have watched many of these kids
grow up into world class performers that we are all proud of.
There is no doubt in my mind that the time spent in the Kids
on Bluegrass program is very instrumental in kids developing
not only their musicianship but their self confidence and self
esteem. Today, because of this program, we can watch future
bluegrass stars in the making, more kids that may someday
grace our stages as professional performers. Won’t you please
come and enjoy the show that these wonderful kids want to
present to you?
You are also welcome to stop by the rehearsal area in the
tent area to watch how we put this show together. Rehearsals
begin on Thursday morning at 10:00 Am and continue until
to the last show on Saturday. If you have a child that might
like to participate please bring them to meet with Frank
Solivan. Please join us for the Kids On Bluegrass!

Tom Bekeny, High Country’s
fiddle player, is well known to many
bluegrass enthusiasts for his mandolin work with a number of California bands. As a fiddler, Tom’s
powerful bowing and inspired interpretations of traditional fiddle solos
explode with bluegrass sentiment.
Occasionally Tom will line up with
Butch for some dazzling mandolin
duets that leave the stage smoking.
Tom is also a talented and heartfelt
singer in his own right, at home with
any part, including bass on the gospel quartets.
Glenn Dauphin anchors the
band with his solid, dynamic bass
playing and inspired singing. Glenn
is possessed of a clear, soulful bluegrass voice and ably handles the lead,
tenor or baritone part with equal
enthusiasm. He is also a songwriter
of high regard and his finely crafted
compositions are a lively addition to
High Country’s repertoire.
Bob Waller, rock solid guitarist,
lead and tenor singer, and Butch’s
younger brother, is a veteran bluegrasser, having cut his teeth with a
number of groups both in the Bay
Area and in Seattle. Bob and Butch
zero in on the close harmony sound
that is the gift of siblings, and is
reminiscent of the brother duets of
bluegrass and country music past
and present.
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The Kathy Kallick Band

The Kathy Kallick Band: Annie Staninec, Greg Booth, Kathy
Kallick, Cary Black, and Tom Bekeny
There is a tendency to think
of West Coast bluegrass as being
softer, jazzier, and somehow “other” than traditional. This can be
the case, but there is also a school
of bluegrass in Northern California which has, from the beginning,
been steeped in Monroe-based tradition—as well as welcoming to
women and original songs.
Kathy Kallick (guitar, vocals)

has been leading bands in this traditional brand of West Coast bluegrass since co-founding the internationally-acclaimed band, Good Ol’
Persons, in 1975. She continues
to evolve as one of the music’s extraordinary composers and vocalists, now releasing her 17th album,
recordings which include over 100
of her original songs. Along the
way, she has, among many other

accomplishments, won a Grammy
and two IBMA Awards; toured
throughout North America, Europe, and Japan; and received a
Lifetime Membership award from
the California Bluegrass .
Tom Bekeny (mandolin, fiddle, vocals), who has been playing
and singing with Kathy since 1996,
is among the most adventurous
mandolinists in the music, creating thrilling solos as well as solid
backup by using influences ranging from his thorough grounding
in blues to his mastery of Jesse
McReynolds’ “split string” technique. Tom is a veteran of Laurie
Lewis & Grant Street and Done
Gone, and has been the fiddler in
High Country, the west coast’s premier traditional bluegrass band,
for over 20 years. Tom also plays
in a jazz trio, Bill Evans’ “Bangers
& Grass,” has released a mandolin instruction DVD, and recently
released “Jazzolin,” a collection of
jazz standards played by Tom on
electric and acoustic mandolin with
bass/drums accompaniment.
Annie
Staninec
(fiddle,
clawhammer banjo, vocals) has
been playing gigs for more than
half of her 25 years, beginning with

the award-winning Donner Mountain and Lost Coast and the old
time band, All Wrecked Up. She’s
guested with Darol Anger’s Republic of Strings, played with David
Grisman’s Gypsy Caravan, won
numerous Fiddle Player of the Year
awards from the Northern California Bluegrass Society, as well as
the 2006 Outstanding Young Musician award at Djangofest Northwest. Annie has also recorded and
toured with Town Mountain (from
Asheville, NC), and plays with
other bands ranging from gypsy
jazz to ragtime boogie bebop. Her
collaboration with the KKB showcases her fiery soloing (think Scotty
Stoneman meets Benny Martin),
and gives her the chance to express lyrical, sensitive backup and
charming singing.
Greg Booth (dobro, banjo,
vocals), lives in Anchorage, where,
for many years, he’s played pedal
steel guitar in country groups—as
well as banjo (which he first learned
from Bill Emerson) and, more recently, dobro in legendary Alaskan
bluegrass bands like Fault Line and
Rank Strangers. Winner of the
RockyGrass dobro competition
in 2006 (after playing that instru-

Laurie Lewis and the Right Hands
Laurie Lewis: songwriter, fiddler, vocalist, teacher, inspired by a
folk festival, Laurie picked up guitar, fell hard for bluegrass banjo, and
joined the folk song club at school.
She and her best friend taught
themselves Irish songs and harmony
singing, and even took their act out
on stage at some of the best known
Berkeley folk clubs of the Sixties.
At the same time, Laurie continued
to struggle with classical violin lessons. For whatever reason, the idea
that she could play folk, country,
or bluegrass songs by ear on fiddle
was yet to click into place. Violin,
at least in practice for Laurie, still
equated to reading sheet music and
memorizing compositions. So when
her dad gave her a record by Chubby
Wise and the Rainbow Ranch Boys
full of fiddle tunes and waltzes, she
listened to it and loved it.
“It was really a different deal
coming at bluegrass in the San Francisco Bay Area,” she says. “All you
had to do to be in was love the music and show up. There weren’t a lot
of cutting contests; it was all about
making music together, a focus on
interdependency rather than individual prowess.”
Laurie has been praised for
her ability to write songs that cut
through the noise.
Tom Rozum: Since joining
forces with Laurie in 1986, Tom’s
versatility and diverse musical influences come to the fore every
night on stage with the band. He
plays primarily mandolin with the
band, but is also an accomplished
fiddle, mandola, and guitar player.
He is a fine lead vocalist, the ideal harmony partner for Laurie (it’s

not for nothing that their duet collaboration The Oak and the Laurel
was so highly regarded that it was a
Grammy nominee for the Best Traditional Folk Album of 1996), and
occasionally functions as the comic
foil for on-stage goings-on whenever things get too weighty.
Chad Manning: Chad, who
has won plaudits as the fiddler with
the David Grisman Bluegrass Experience, is a much-sought-after teacher, and greatly in demand as a session player. Chad has been playing
fiddle since the age of 8, and toured
the Northwest extensively with his
family’s band, Homeward Bound.
As a teenager Chad twice won
Washington State Junior Fiddle
Championships. He also placed in
the top five in the Junior and Adult
divisions at the National Old Time
Fiddler’s Contest in Weiser, Idaho.
In the late 1990s, Laurie
heard Chad playing at the Berkeley
Farmers’ Market, and they’ve been
scheming on a way to play music
together ever since. Their hopes are
finally realized with this edition of
The Right Hands. Chad’s fiery yet
sweet fiddling is a perfect addition
to Laurie’s music. He can be heard
on Laurie’s CD, Blossoms.
Andrew Conklin: Andrew is
a composer, guitarist, double bassist, sound artist, and teacher. Andrew grew up near Philadelphia, in
Wyndmoor, PA, and studied jazz
guitar with Philadelphia shredder
Ed Scott. He attended Oberlin
College, emerging with a bachelor’s
degree in jazz guitar. His bass-playing combines perfect timing with a
playful sensibility that allows him
to craft lines that knit the ensemble

CBA
Music
Camp
All-Stars

Laurie Lewis and the Right Hands: L-R: Chad Manning, Laurie
Lewis, Andrew Conklin, Tom Rozum, Patrick Sauber.
Photo by Mike Melnyk
together seamlessly; his occasional
solos are real gems of melodic invention and rhythmic intensity. He
can be heard on Laurie’s CD, Blossoms.
Patrick Sauber: Patrick, a native of Arcadia, CA, has been playing old-time, Cajun, and bluegrass
music ever since he can remember.
His introduction to performing
came at the knee of his father, oldtime master fiddler and claw-hammer banjo player Tom Sauber, a
stalwart of the traditional music
scene in Southern California. Patrick’s first gigs found him playing
triangle, and, at 10 years old, he was
playing accordion in a Cajun band
with his dad. Under the guidance

ment for only one year), regular
participant in ResoSummit and
Resomania, and star of YouTube
(aksliderdobro), “Greg’s innovative,
expressive dobro playing is even
more remarkable” says guitarist Joe
Karson, “when you consider that he
employs no ‘licks.’”
Cary Black has played acoustic
bass in perhaps the widest range of
musical styles of anyone else on the
planet. Among those he has accompanied: Laurindo Almeida, Ernestine Anderson, Tex Beneke, Cheryl
Bentyne (Manhattan Transfer), The
Boys of the Lough, Petula Clark,
Bob Crosby, Kenny Edwards, Nokie Edwards (The Ventures), Nina
Gerber, Dan Hicks, The Kingston
Trio, Laurie Lewis, Rose Maddox,
Mark Murphy, Mollie O’Brien, Eddie Pennington, Johnny Ray, Paul
Siebel, Kay Starr, Eddie “Cleanhead” Vinson, Ernie Watts, Claude
“Fiddler” Williams, … and, now,
the KKB. His inventive and melodic bass lines never get in the
way of his perfect timekeeping, and
he’s pushing the band to new levels of creativity and drive. Cary has
toured extensively, and is one of the
country’s most in-demand instructors.

of his father (with whom he still
performs), Patrick has developed a
keen ear, unusual depth to his playing, technical expertise, and an encyclopedic knowledge of traditional music forms that is rare in one so
young. Patrick has recorded or performed with many artists, including
Doc Watson, Herb Pedersen, Weird
Al Yankovic, The Limeliters, Richard Greene, Christ Stuart & Backcountry, Dirk Powell, and many
others. In 2003, Christopher Guest
asked Patrick to be the banjo player in The New Main Street Singers
in the folk-music satire movie, A
Mighty Wind. Patrick also played
on the soundtrack CD and toured
with the film’s cast.

Each year, prior to the Father’s
Day Festival, the California Bluegrass Association produces a world
class instructional music camp.
The CBA Music Camp provides a
chance for aspiring bluegrass and
old-time musicians to spend several days learning from some of
the most respected professionals in
their fields. The Camp hires teachers from all over the nation and an
effort is made to draw artists from
the ranks of the Father’s Day Festival performers. The CBA likes to
share a bit of the Camp experience
with the Festival audience. An impromptu band is put together using
instructors from the Music Camp
to give festival attendees a feel for
the vitality and fun that comes
when great performers collaborate.
This year the Music Camp All
Stars will include some of the best
and brightest bluegrass and old
time artists in the nation - who just
happen to be teachers at our camp!

CBA Music
Camp.
Next year?
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Lonesome River Band
Lonesome River Band has
been one of the most popular and
influential acts on the bluegrass
festival and concert circuit since
the release of their breakout CD,
Carrying The Tradition, back in
1991.
Sammy Shelor – banjo: When
Sammy Shelor joined Lonesome
River Band in 1990, he never
envisioned himself leading the
band only ten years later. Through
changes in vocalists and rhythm
sections, the constant in the wildly
popular LRB sound has been Shelor’s insistent, driving banjo style.
His peers in the International
Bluegrass Music Association have
voted him Banjo Player of the Year
on four separate occasions.
Sammy got an early start with
the banjo, when his grandfather
fashioned him a banjo from an
old pressure cooker lid when Sam
was only four years old. His other grandfather then issued a challenge, promising to buy him a real
banjo if the young Shelor would
learn to play two songs. Sam met
that mark in short order, and with
the help of a family devoted both
to him and to bluegrass music,
he soon found himself entered in
contests at fiddler’s conventions
near his home in southwestern VA.
By age ten, he was performing
in local bands and became a full
time professional musician when
he graduated from high school,
joining The Heights of Grass at age
19. That band eventually morphed
into The Virginia Squires, and
brought Sammy into contact with

banjo legend Sonny Osborne.
As a testament to Sammy’s
prominence and influence in the
banjo world, he has his own signature Sammy Shelor banjo fingerpicks, and a signature model banjo
produced by Huber Banjos.
Sammy has received a multitude of awards and recognitions
during his impressive career including his induction into the
2009 Virginia Country Music
Hall of Fame and in 2011 won the
2nd Annual Steve Martin Prize for
Excellence in Banjo and Bluegrass.
Brandon Rickman – guitar: Now in his second stint with
Lonesome River band, guitarist
and lead singer Brandon Rickman
hails from the state of Missouri. A
product of a musical family, Brandon grew up playing guitar, but
picked up the upright bass just
hours before playing his first show
as a member of the esteemed bluegrass gospel group, New Tradition.
His distinctive singing and
sturdy songwriting graced two previous LRB releases (Window Of
Time and Head On Into Heartache) before he left to pursue
songwriting full time in the fall of
2005. The lure of the road must
have been too strong, as Brandon
is now back with Lonesome River
Band full time.
Mike Hartgrove – fiddle:
Mike is back for his second stint
with LRB. He was a member of
the band from ’02-’05, and rejoined the band in December
2008. “Grove” is among the most
experienced fiddlers in bluegrass
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Lonesome River Band.
music, having spent time with The
Bluegrass Cardinals and Doyle
Lawson & Quicksilver. He was
also a founding member of IIIrd
Tyme Out, with whom he toured
and recorded for 11 years before
joining Lonesome River Band in
2002. Mike has also performed
with George Jones and Moe Bandy.
Barry Reed – bass: “We are
excited about the addition of Barry Reed to the Lonesome River
Band. He is a great acoustic bass

Matt & George and
Their Pleasant Valley Boys
If you close your eyes and listen
to the music of Matt & George and
Their Pleasant Valley Boys, you might
well mistake it for something from the
1940s. The Pleasant Valley Boys even
dress in period costume and perform
the old fashioned way, into a single microphone! And in addition to their blue
grass music, Matt & George’s program
features the gospel singing of the Pleasant Valley Quartet, an honest-to-goodness old fashioned gospel quartet.
Mandolinist Matt Dudman is something of an authority on “bluegrass”
music of the late 1940s, having collected, studied, given workshops, and
contributed to various scholarly publications on the subject. He has appeared
at all the major California festivals and
across the country at the IBMA ‘Fan
Fest’ in Kentucky and on Louisiana’s
Matt & George and Their Pleasant Valley Boys
Abita Opry and has even taken bluegrass abroad to Vietnam and France.
As for banjoist George Goodell, for his Scruggs-ad- Jenny Lynn on guitar, Fiddlin’ Jim Allison, and Mark
diction, he too has been rewarded as a top hired gun for “Cousin Rainwater” Eagleton on the string bass.
live and studio work in Northern California. Together
The Pleasant Valley Boys entertain for weddings,
Matt & George have performed on ABC Television, at corporate events and parties and the crowds are always
the International Bluegrass Music Museum’s River of pleased. The Boys provide fun for all, with hot instruMusic Party in Owensboro, KY and several times at the mental licks and sweet vocal harmonies, backed by a
California Bluegrass Association’s Father’s Day Festival, tight rhythm section, all packed into a fast paced, enteramong many other venues.
taining music show like you’ve never seen before. Well,
Matt and George’s Pleasant Valley Boys include at least not since 1948!

player and singer and adds greatly to the LRB sound,” says band
leader and this year’s IBMA Banjo
Performer of the year’s nominee,
Sammy Shelor.
Barry, from Seymour, Tennessee, previously toured with
Michael Cleveland & Flamekeeper before taking some time off to
start his family. “I’m really exited
about joining LRB. These guys are
great to work with and it has been
a lot of fun already,” said Barry.
Randy Jones – mandolin:

Randy lives in Strunk, Kentucky
and began playing mandolin at
age 8 with his Dad’s band, The
Southfork Gentlemen. In 1986,
Randy had a year-long stint with
Larry Sparks and recorded a few
cuts on his “Silver Reflections”
album. He then exited the bluegrass scene for several years, performing in a rock band and later with a country group. Randy
re-entered the bluegrass scene in
2003 as guitarist with Kentucky
Wind.

Ragged But Right

Ragged But Right.
Ragged But Right hails from Grass Valley. They play a blend of old-time
hard-driving mountain fiddle tunes and songs from Appalachia, bridging
over to the roots of Bluegrass music. Highly syncopated, often improvised,
their infectious brand of music is unique.
Al Ferguson’s (banjo) 40+ years of banjo playing include 11 years with
the “Corn Dodgers” in Vermont. He plays a very syncopated claw hammer
style.
Jonathan Lyerly (fiddle, guitar) was raised in North Carolina and grew
up hearing old time and bluegrass music. In addition to his fiddle work, he
has also developed a unique style of guitar playing to play traditional fiddle
lines.
James Carlson (mandolin, guitar) has played mandolin in bluegrass bands
around the area for years, previously with local band “Past Due and Playable”. He is also an award winning songwriter.
Karel Hendee skillfully holds it all together on the upright bass. She is
currently playing in several Northern California bands.
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Bluegrass Band
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Junior Sisk & Ramblers Choice

Peter Rowan.
The Peter Rowan Bluegrass
Band consists of outstanding musicians with over 100 years of combined recording and performance
experience. Joining guitarist Peter
Rowan are Keith Little, banjo;
Chris Henry, mandolin, Blaine
Sprouse and Paul Knight, bass.
The ensemble has graced the stages
of Hardly Strictly Bluegrass, Grey
Fox, Merlefest, Rothbury Australia’s National Folk Festival, and
numerous other festivals domestically and abroad, entertaining
audiences with original and traditional songs executed in vibrant
harmony.
Peter Rowan – guitar, vocals:
GRAMMY-award winner and sixtime GRAMMY nominee, Peter
Rowan is a bluegrass singer-songwriter with a career spanning over
five decades. From his early years
playing under the tutelage of bluegrass patriarch Bill Monroe, Peter’s
stint in Old & In the Way with
Jerry Garcia and his subsequent
breakout as both a solo performer
and bandleader, Rowan has built
a devoted, international fan base
through his continuous stream of
original recordings, collaborative
projects, and constant touring.
Keith Little – banjo, vocals: A
native of the Sierra Nevada foothills
of northern California, Keith Little is a nationally acclaimed bluegrass musician, recording artist,
and composer. Over a career spanning forty years, Keith has been
an important member of many
national touring bands (Country
Gentlemen, Ricky Skaggs & Kentucky Thunder, Lonesome Standard Time), and has performed
on the GRAMMY award winning
recordings “The Grass Is Blue” and
“Little Sparrow” by Dolly Parton,
and “Another Country” by the
Chieftains. An amazing vocalist,
Keith appears regularly with duo
partner Jim Nunally, and is also
a featured member of the David
Grisman Bluegrass Experience.
Chris Henry – mandolin:
Chris has been described by the
International Bluegrass Music
Association as the premiere Mon-

roe-style mandolinist of his generation. After receiving a Song of the
Year nomination for writing the
song “Walkin’ West to Memphis”,
his skill as a songwriter has been
receiving national attention as
well. Thousands of terrestrial and
Sirius satellite radio listeners have
been hearing Chris’s original songs
and tunes for years. The Hardcore
Grass provides a perfect backing
for his brand of hard-hitting bluegrass and nail-biting intensity that
he brings to his picking and singing. Chris’s unique brand of bluegrass has been known to excite national and international audiences
from front porches to the Grand
Old Opry.
Blaine Sprouse – fiddle:
Blaine’s professional career started
with Jimmy Martin and continued
with James Monroe, Jim and Jesse, the Osborne Brothers, Charlie
Louvin and as a fill-in Blue Grass
Boy for Bill Monroe.
Sprouse fulfilled a lifelong desire to return to school to complete
his education and earn a law degree. But in 2009, music interest
resurfaced when his fourth solo
recording, Dogwood Winter, was
re-issued as Appalachian Mountain Fiddler.
Also a gifted mandolin and
guitar player, Sprouse is at home
in bluegrass, blues, swing, jazz and
folk. With his return to the stage,
Blaine’s heart is answering the fiddler’s call. As he stated in a Frets
Magazine profile, “Music is my
life. I just love to play.”
Paul Knight – bass, vocals:
Paul Knight has been playing with
Peter Rowan in various configurations for over 15 years. His driving acoustic bass has been part of
recordings and live performances
with a wide range of musicians
including Jim Lauderdale, Laurie
Lewis, and Crooked Jades, Paul is
host to his own music series, Paul
Knight & Friends, in his hometown of Pt. Reyes Station, CA.
Several projects & bands have
emerged from these shows including The Peter Rowan Bluegrass
Band.

Junior Sisk & Ramblers Choice.
From the Blue Ridge Mountains of Virginia comes one of
bluegrass music’s most honest
voices in the genre’s history, Junior
Sisk. Over the years, his haunting, almost lonesome vocals have
earned him the devotion of countless traditional bluegrass fans from
all over the world. His songwriting
talents helped the Lonesome River
Band make their ascent into bluegrass stardom in the early 1990’s
and then he became a member of
Wyatt Rice & Santa Cruz and ultimately Blueridge, again reaching
new audiences that would eventually follow him on his own musical
path. In 1998, Sisk formed Ramblers Choice and together they

recorded and released their first
solo project titled Sounds Of The
Mountains and also contributed
to the award winning, The Stanley
Gospel Tradition.
Nominated numerous times
for Male Vocalist of the Year by the
International Bluegrass Music Association (IBMA) and Society for
the Preservation of Bluegrass Music in America (SPBGMA), Junior
Sisk is at the top of his game and
has surrounded himself with a top
notch band of musicians including
Jason Tomlin on bass and vocals;
Johnathan Dillion on mandolin
and vocals; Billy Hawks on fiddle
and vocals; and Jason Davis on
banjo and vocals.

Junior Sisk received the 2013
IBMA Male Vocalist of the Year
and was also named the 2013 SPBGMA Male Vocalist of the Year
(Contemporary). The band’s first
single from their latest album, “The
Story of the Day That I Died”,
reached number one on the Bluegrass Unlimited National Bluegrass
Survey singles chart for July 2013,
and the CD is number three on
the albums chart. Junior Sisk and
Ramblers Choice’s previous album,
The Heart of a Song, won the 2012
IBMA and 2013 SPBGMA Album
of the Year award and their single,
“A Far Cry from Lester & Earl”,
received the 2012 IBMA & 2013
SPBGMA Song of the Year award.

The Sisters Grim

The Sisters Grim.
The Sisters Grim is a newly formed bluegrass band based out of Bakersfield,CA. Sisters Angelica (guitar/vocals)
and Christine Grim (fiddle/vocals) have been playing and singing bluegrass and country music since they could talk.
They are now joining forces with their musician spouses, TJ Doerfel (banjo/vocals) and Joe Ash (mando/vocals), to
start the band they’ve always dreamed of. Larisa Pilatti (bass) completes the band.
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Town Mountain
The sound of the award-winning
group Town Mountain can best be
described as traditional bluegrass,
albeit with a rough-hewn side to it
that is not too slick or glossy. They are
a band of the here-and-now, yet they
have a groove that is based on the
bluesy and swinging sounds explored
by the first generation of bluegrass
pioneers of the last century.
Riding on the momentum of of
their album, Leave the Bottle, Town
Mountain came away from the 2013
International Bluegrass Music Association (IBMA) World of Bluegrass
convention with a couple of IBMA
Momentum Awards in had for “Band
of the Year” and lead singer Robert
Greer for “Vocalist of the Year”. Town
Mountain includes Greer on vocals
and guitar, Jesse Langlais on banjo
and vocals, Bobby Britt on fiddle,
Phil Barker on mandolin and vocals,
and Rob Parks on bass. The band
plans on recording a new album in
2014.
Town Mountain was formed out
of the fertile music scene of Asheville,
located in the mountains of western
North Carolina. After recording
their first two albums, Town Mountain signed with Pinecastle Records

label. That led to a pair of acclaimed
recordings with 2011’s Steady Operator as well as Leave The Bottle. Both
projects were produced by Mike Bub,
a recipient of five IBMA Bass Player
of the Year awards as well as many
other IBMA honors won during his
time with the Del McCoury Band.
The members of Town Mountain
have thought long and hard about
their cultivated roots music groove.
The group has focused on the goal of
creating a unique sound and brand
while still giving a nod and a wink to
the traditional side of the bluegrass
genre.
“I feel like we’re closer to original
bluegrass than a lot of bands out
there today,” says Langlais. “I listened
to a radio show recently that featured
Ricky Skaggs and he flat-out said that
Bill Monroe influenced rock and roll.
He said that folks like Elvis and Carl
Perkins and those guys were looking
up to Bill Monroe. So, I feel like our
band has a lot of that influence as
well, of the blues and early rock. If
you go back and listen to Monroe
pre-Chuck Berry, those are Chuck
Berry licks. A lot of music in the
1940s and 50s was so over-lapping. It
is easy to put genre labels on it today,
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CBA’s 2014 Emerging Artist

Town Mountain is CBA’s 2014 Emerging Artist, chosen at the IBMA event.
60 years later. But to be honest, it was
all so new and it was influencing each
other at the same time.”
Town Mountain will make appearances at many venues and fes-

The Roland White Band
The edition of The Roland White
Band appearing at this year’s CBA
Father’s Day Festival is a very special
one, featuring as it does several of the
finest artists in the business all on
stage together. This rare configuration features not only the legendary
Roland White on mandolin along
with his wife Diane Bouska on
guitar, but also banjo player and vocalist Herb Pedersen, fiddler Blaine
Sprouse, and bassist Bill Bryson.
Roland White - mandolin: Roland is a titan of west coast bluegrass,
although he has lived in Nashville for
many years. He began his career as a
bluegrass player as a member, along
with brothers Clarence and Eric, of
The Country Boys, which evolved
into The Kentucky Colonels, one
of the most influential bands not
only on the west coast, but in all
of bluegrass. Roland has gone on
to be involved in some of the most
renowned bands, appeared on many
great albums, and has appeared
alongside many of the most important artists in the genre. In addition
to The Kentucky Colonels, Roland
was the guitarist and lead singer
for Bill Monroe and The Bluegrass
Boys. He left Monroe to work for
Lester Flatt’s Nashville Grass, playing mandolin and guitar, and later
was a founding member of the great
progressive group Country Gazette,
along with Byron Berline and Alan
Munde, among others; he remained
with that band for thirteen years. He
was also a member of the great Nashville Bluegrass Band for several years
, before forming his own Roland
White Band with his wife, guitarist
Diane Bouska. Their initial album
was Grammy nominated in 2003.

In 1973, Roland’s brother, the
hugely influential guitarist Clarence
White, left rock group The Byrds and
joined Roland and Eric to play bluegrass once again. That band played
in Holland, joined on banjo by Herb
Pedersen, also from California. Last
year, Roland and Diane released a
live recording from that tour, The
New Kentucky Colonels Live In
Holland, 1973, to critical acclaim.
It is a classic live recording of west
coast bluegrass, essential to anyone
interested in California bluegrass,
and is among the last recordings of
the three White brothers together,
since Clarence’s life was tragically
ended in an accident scant months
later. It is also an early example of
just what a great musician and singer
Herb Pedersen had become.
Herb Pedersen - banjo: Herb is
also a man with a long, rich, and
varied history in bluegrass in California. A youthful friend and musical
cohort of High Country’s Butch
Waller, Herb cut his bluegrass teeth
alongside the legendary Vern and
Ray; also subbed for Earl Scruggs as
a member of The Foggy Mountain
Boys when Earl Scruggs himself had
surgery. He then returned to the
west coast to replace Doug Dillard
in The Dillards, and later recorded
albums under his own name and
also performed and recorded with
some of the biggest stars in country
and popular music ( John Denver,
Linda Ronstadt, Jennifer Warnes).
He later became a member of the hit
making country group The Desert
Rose Band with Chris Hillman, John
Jorgenson and bassist Bill Bryson.
He later formed the bluegrass group
The Laurel Canyon Ramblers. These
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tivals around the country including
performances at MerleFest, the
all-star Mountain Song at Sea cruise,
Wintergrass, Suwannee Springfest
and more. As the year progresses,

Town Mountain will appear at the
Grey Fox Bluegrass Festival, the
Grand Targhee Festival, the California Bluegrass Association’s Father’s
Day festival and other events.

The CBA proudly welcomes a Bluegrass Pioneer!

days, he maintains a busy schedule,
dividing his time among such projects as his west coast group Loafer’s
Glory, touring with his old friend
Chris Hillman as a duo, and this
week, as a member of The Roland
White Band. He is regarded as
among the finest guitarists, banjo
players, and lead and tenor singers in
bluegrass and country music. He also
composed the classic bluegrass songs
“Wait A Minute” and” Old Train.”
Bill Bryson, who played bass with
Herb in both The Desert Rose Band
and The Laurel Canyon Ramblers, is
also a member of Herb’s west coast
group Loafer’s Glory, is another
California bluegrass performer with
a rich history in the music. He was
an early member of The Bluegrass
Cardinals, who were formed in
southern California, along with
the aforementioned bands, and has
recorded with groups and artists
as diverse as Rose Maddox and Ry
Cooder. He has also been a member
of southern California bands Bluegrass Etc. and The Grateful Dudes.
Also a songwriter of some note; he
composed the bluegrass classic “The
Girl at the Crossroads Bar.”
Blaine Sprouse - fiddle: West
Virginia native Blaine Sprouse
relocated to California from Nashville a few years ago, bringing with
him a background as one of the
most in demand session players in
Music City. He has also performed
recorded with a virtual Who’s Who
of bluegrass over the years, including stints with James Monroe, Bill
Monroe himself, Jim and Jesse,
and most memorably perhaps, The
Osborne Brothers. He played fiddle on the Alabama recording “(If

Roland White.
You’re Gonna Play In Texas) You
Gotta Have A Fiddle In The Band”.
Early in his career, Blaine was a
protégé of the immortal Bluegrass
Boy Kenny Baker, with whom he recorded a duet album, as well as three
solo albums for Rounder. Blaine’s
fiddle style is notable for his rich
tone and smooth bowing, after the
manner of his personal hero, Kenny
Baker. In 1995, Blaine was a part of
the recording group The Dreadful
Snakes, along with longtime friend
Roland White, among others, so his
appearance with The Roland White
Band is something of a reunion.
Diane Bouska - guitar: Diane is
an accomplished bluegrass banjo
player but since teaming up with

Roland she has concentrated on
guitar. She is a strong rhythm guitarist, and also sings lead and harmony in The Roland White Band.
She has authored instructional
books teaching Roland’s mandolin
style and Clarence White’s lead
guitar style and teaches guitar at
bluegrass workshops around the
country. Diane recorded with Roland on his 1994 Sugar Hill release
“Trying To Get to You”, and the
pair’s next recording together, in
2003, Jelly On My Tofu, was nominated for the Bluegrass Grammy.
They are working on a new Roland
White Band studio album now;
they are projecting its arrival in
June.
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Tribute to Vern &
Ray with Laurie
Lewis and Kathy
Kallick
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And to kick everything off.....
Wednesday night at Vern’s

A pre-Festival, post-Music Camp celebration
takes place at Vern’s on Wednesday evening. And it’s
the kickoff to the Father’s Day Festival so everyone
camped at Grass Valley may come down and get started on watching some fine performances.
The whole shebang gets started on the Vern’s
Stage at 8 PM on Wednesday night. First up are perfomances by the very talented volunteer staff of the
California Bluegrass Association Music Camp. You’ll
see the professional Music Camp teachers. we call ‘em
the Music Camp All-Stars, up on the Pioneer stage on

Thursday at 1:55 PM. But the mighty tribe of teacher’s
assistants and other Music Camp volunteers are amazingly talented and put on a heck of a show together. Do
not miss!
Well, we told you that to tell you this. After you
have grabbed a seat for the Wednesday night show at
Vern’s, do not give up your place, because you’re going
to want to be front and center for the 8:50 set of the Father’s Day Kick Off Extravaganza. It’s none other than
our festival favorites and nationally acclaimed duo act,
John Mailander and Molly Tuttle!

John Mailander and Molly Tuttle

Laurie Lewis and Kathy Kallick will be joined by Tom Rozum,
Patrick Sauber, and Cary Black.
Vern Williams and Ray Park
both grew up in Arkansas, but
never met until after moving to
Stockton in the 1950s. Their
memorable live performances and
recordings in the ‘60s and ‘70s
-- including original songs like
“Cabin on a Mountain,” “Thinking of Home,” “Happy I’ll Be,”
“How Many Times,” and “To Hell
With the Land,” as well as classics
learned from the Carter Family,
Bill Monroe, and Stephen Foster
-- formed the basis for the bluegrass repertoire in California, and
they were powerful influences on
all aspiring bluegrass musicians.
Among those coming under
the spell of Vern & Ray -- and
playing in their bands on occasion
-- were Laurie Lewis and Kathy

Kallick. They sang songs learned
from Vern & Ray when they
co-founded the Good Ol’ Persons,
and have continued to do so while
leading their own bands. They’ve
released one album together, titled, in fact, “Together” (Rounder
Records), and decided to revisit
the songs and tunes of Vern & Ray
for its long-awaited sequel.
Kathy & Laurie have just released their recording of this material as a tribute to the people most
responsible for the dissemination
of traditional bluegrass in California. Their set together at Grass Valley, where they are joined by Tom
Rozum (mandolin, vocals), Patrick
Sauber (banjo), and Cary Black
(acoustic bass), celebrates that aspect of their -- and our -- heritage.

New audience area reservered for
CBA honorees

Don’t you think it’s about time to treat our
Lifetime Members and our Bill and Faye
Downs Super Volunteer Award winners to a
little extra something? A special perk just for
them? Well, the Board of Directors feel it is!
New this year will be a special reserved seating
area at the front of the stage as a way to honor
these people, as well as providing them a special
treat.
Each of these men and women have distinguished themselves by their extraordinary contributions in helping the California Bluegrass
Association meet its mission…to preserve and
promote the music we love. The CBA board
of directors believes strongly that our Lifetime
Members and our Super Volunteer Award
winners have earned their spot front and center.
Please give ‘em a wave of thanks when you pass
by.
-Tim Edes, Chair, Board of Directors
California Bluegrass Association

John Mailander and Molly Tuttle are individually renowned musicians currently studying at Berklee
College of Music and joining together to perform
their dynamic blend of original acoustic music. Together, Mailander and Tuttle create an honest and
soulful mix of original and traditional music that respects the past while also looking toward the future of
acoustic music. They have performed together at the
Grey Fox Bluegrass Festival, the Joe Val Bluegrass Festival, and the Summergrass Bluegrass Festival, as well
as at many venues throughout Boston and California.
John Mailander is a San Diego–based musician
in demand for his performance, instruction, and studio work. Playing in a variety of styles on the fiddle,
mandolin, and various other stringed instruments, he
has become known for his soulful approach as a soloist, improviser, and writer. Mailander has shared the
stage with acclaimed artists such as the Alison Brown
Quartet, Victor Wooten, Tony Trischka and Territory,
Tim O’Brien, Christopher Guest, and Darol Anger.
He regularly appears with Chris Stuart and Backcountry and in 2012 he released an instrumental EP with
the Boston-based TriMountain Sessions.
With nearly two million viewers on YouTube,
Molly Tuttle is making a name for herself in the
acoustic music scene and has been featured in Bluegrass Now, Flatpicking Guitar, and Acoustic Guitar

John Mailander and Molly Tuttle return.
magazines. A virtuoso multi-instrumentalist and an
award-winning songwriter with a distinctive voice, in
2012 she won Best Female Vocalist and Best Guitar
Player awards from the Northern California Bluegrass
Society and first place in the prestigious MerleFest
Chris Austin Songwriting Competition. Tuttle has appeared on A Prairie Home Companion and her active
performance schedule has taken her to numerous festivals and venues across the United States and Canada,
including the Hardly Strictly Bluegrass Festival, the
Strawberry Music Festival, and the Freight and Salvage.

Do you have a child who would like to participate
in the Kids on Bluegrass Program?
Currently the Kids on Bluegrass program, under
the direction of Frank Solivan, Sr., takes place at the
CBA Fathers Day Bluegrass Festival in Grass Valley,
California and under the title of Kids on Stage also
at Larry and Sondra Bakers “Bluegrassin’ in the Foothills” festival in Plymouth, California.
Frank Solivan, Sr. has been directing this program
for approximately 19 years and he and his kids consistently delight audiences with high quality and highly
talented young people.
This program is open to children ages 3 to 17.
The children must be able to sing and/or play their
instrument WITHOUT parents or guardians help.
Songs MUST be completely memorized (again with-

out help). Children must have good enough understanding of their instrument to have good timing,
know their chords and be able to change chords
quickly, easily play 2 or three songs and the ability to
play in a group.
Rehearsal takes place many hours during the day
for several days at each festival and culminates in a
stage production on the main stage at each festival.
Parents and children must be ready to commit to all
of the rehearsals.
To find out if your child is ready to participate, visit
Frank Solivan, Sr. at his campsite in the tent camping area,
near the entrance gate to the fairgrounds.

www.kidsonbluegrass.com

The Darrell Johnston Kids
Instrument Lending Library
By Bruce Long
Do you have an instrument you want to donate to
the Kids Instrument Lending Library? Do you know of
a child that needs to borrow and instrument?
This year at the Fathers Day Festival there will be
several places to drop off instruments.
Drop off points:
1. Darby & Bruno Brandli-Camp Spam located in
the tent area.
2. The CBA Festival Headquarters trailer (Also known
as Montie’s trailer)

Applications to borrow an instrument can be picked
up at Bruce Long’s trailer in the Electric Only Area.
To donate an instrument please make sure your name,
address, phone number are on a piece of paper inside
the instrument case. This is imperative! Please do not
take instruments to be donated to the Kids on Bluegrass
area. This is a completely different program. Please do
not interrupt the KOB rehearsals by taking in donated
instruments. Please take instrument to the other locations.
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CBA’s 2014 IBMA Fundraiser Drawing
5th String Music Store
3184 N Street
Sacramento, CA

MARTIN DRS1GT
GUITAR

CREMONA SB-3 PREMIER DELUXE
STUDENT OUTFIT - BASS 3/4
This is America’s best value in a Flamed Maple
bass. With its beautiful violin-shaped body and
quality fittings such as the ebony fingerboard...
You will surely be noticed wherever you and
your bass might go. Value: $1,700.00

The DRS1GT is a new model as of January 2014. Built on traditional
styling and legendary Martin tone. Solid sapele back and sides. Solid
spruce top. Solid nato neck. Gloss finish top. Satin finish sides and
back. Value $1299.

FLINTHILL FHM 75 “F” STYLE BLUEGRASS MANDOLIN
Flinthill Mandolin F Style sunburst hand-carved solid spruce
top with maple back and sides. Traditional nitro-cellulose
sunburst finish Maple neck with adjustable truss rod. Bound
rosewood fretboard with dot inlays and scooped extension
over body. With a Deluxe Hardshell Case. Value: $808.00

CREMONA SV600 PREMIER VIOLIN
Hand carved and graduated top and back. Premium solid Spruce
top and well flamed solid Maple back and sides. Lovely transparent varnish in a light orange shade. Lightweight oblong foam
case with plush interior and matching blanket. Quality carbon
fiber bow with genuine horsehair. Retail value is $595.00.
CBA Instrument Drawing Ticket Order Form

Please send me the following tickets for the CBA Fundraiser drawings.
When purchasing multiple tickets, please indicate how many tickets you
want for each instrument.

DEERING EAGLE II BANJO
The Eagle II banjo is a whole new breed
of banjo. It features the ground breaking,
patent pending Twenty-Ten Tone Ring
which is a completely original Deering
design that is unlike any other traditional tone ring. It produces a high quality
sound that is versatile for many styles of
playing. While the sound is uniquely Eagle, it represents a refinement in the quality of banjo tone, something that allows
the player to soar to new heights. It is perfect for the player who wants a professional quality banjo that he can use for playing
many styles of music. Played by Winston
Marshall of Mumford & Sons.
Value: $2549.00

No. of
Tickets
Purchased

No. of
Tickets

Instrument

1 Ticket

$5.00

Martin Custom
DRS1GT
GuitarGuitar
Martin
HD-28V

6 Tickets

$25.00

Deering Eagle II Banjo

14 Tickets $50.00

Collings
MT2 A-Model
Mandolin
Flinthill FHM
75 F mandolin

21 Tickets $75.00

Cremona SV-1240
SV-600 Violin Outfit

30 Tickets $100.00

Cremona SV-3 Upright Bass
GoldTone PBS Resonator Guitar

Please Print:
Name:
Address:
City:

State:

Phone:

Email:

Zip Code:

Send your donation, payable to the California Bluegrass Association (CBA) along with a
self-addressed, stamped envelope to:
Tickets, P.O. Box 1070, Boron, CA 93596

Drawing to be held durng the CBA Fall Campout,October
October19,
20,2013
2012.
Need not be present to win

Father’s Day Festival event program
The California Bluegrass Association
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MAIN STAGE
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9:45-10:00a
10:00-10:50a
11:00-11:50a
12:00-12:50p
12:50-2:55p

Emcee Rick Cornish
Opening Comments
The Sisters Grim
The Roland White Band
Jr Sisk and Ramblers Choice
Lunch and Workshops
Emcee Robert Crowder

2:55-3:45p
3:55-4:45p
4:55-5:45p
5:50-7:40p

Peter Rowan Bluegrass Band
Town Mountain
The Roland White Band
Dinner and Workshops

Emcee Jenny Williams
7:45-8:35p Bucking Mules
8:45-9:35p Jr Sisk and Ramblers Choice
9:45-10:35 Peter Rowan Bluegrass Band
10:00-10:50a
11:00-11:50a
12:00-12:50p
12:50-2:55p

Emcee Ray Edlund
Town Mountain
The Kathy Kallick Band
Ragged But Right
Lunch and Workshops
Emcee Suzanne Suwanda

2:55-3:45p
3:55-4:45p
4:45-4:55p
4:55-5:45p
5:45-6:45

Bucking Mules
Town Mountain
Board Introductions
Kids on Bluegrass
Dinner and Workshops

6:45-7:35p
7:45-8:35p
8:45-9:35
9:45-10:35

Emcee Lisa Burns
The Roland White Band
The Kathy Kallick Band
Peter Rowan Bluegrass Band
Junior Sisk & Ramblers Choice

7:05-7:55p
8:05-8:55p
9:05-9:55p
10:05-10:55

Emcee Angelica Grim Doerfel
Matt & George/Pleasant Valley Boys
Bean Creek
Laurie Lewis and the Right Hands
Lunch and Workshops
Emcee Eric Rice
The Lonesome River Band
Tribute to Vern & Ray
with Kathy Kallick and Laurie Lewis
Awards Presentation
- Frank Solivan Sr. & Larry Kuhn
Kids On Bluegrass
Dinner and Workshops
Emcee Chuck Poling
The Deadly Gentlemen
Laurie Lewis and the Right Hands
Foghorn Stringband
Lonesome River Band

10:0010:50a
11:00-11:50a
12:00-12:50p
12:50-1:00p

Emcee Marcos Alvira
Foghorn Stringband Gospel Set
High Country
Laurie Lewis and the Right Hands
Lunch and Workshops

10:00-10:50a
11:00-11:50a
12:00-12:50p
12:50-2:55p
2:55-3:45p
3:55-4:45p
4:45-4:55p
4:55-5:45p
5:50-7:05p

Emcee Max Schwartz
2:00-2:50p Lonesome River Band
3:00-3:50p The Deadly Gentlemen

W VERN’S STAGE
The CBA Music Camp Volunteers
E 8:00-8:45p
8:50-9:30p John Mailander and Molly Tuttle
D Wednesday Night Festival Kickoff!
S
12:50-1:30p Sycamore Bend
1:35-2:15p The Littlest Birds
2:20-3:00p The Brothers Barton

5:50-6:40p Debby McClatchy
6:45-7:40p Mt Diablo String Band

Vern’s serves beer from the
Sierra Nevada Brewery and wine from the
Guglielmo Winery from 11 AM to 10 PM.
12:50-12:55p Bill and Faye Down Awards
- Tom and Pat Bockover
12:55-1:34p Sidesaddle and Co.
1:39-2:20p The Cherry Pickers
2:25-3:05p 27 Strings
6:05-6:35p American Nomad
6:40-7:10p Natural Drift

12:50-12:55p Bill and Faye Down Awards
- Deb Livermore
12:55-1:34p Rusty Stringfield
1:40-2:20p Steep Ravine
2:25-3:05 Dave Earl and Friends
6:05-7:10p The Central Valley Boys

June 2014

BLUEGRASS
PIONEERS STAGE
4:00p

CBA Music Camp Student
Concert. FDF attendees
welcome to attend!

The Bluegrass Pioneers Stage is located
at the end of the row of food vendors.
1:55-2:45p CBA Music Camp Allstars

5:50-6:40p Grasskickers
6:50-7:40p Ragged But Right

Pioneers Stage Emcee... Paul Sato!
12:55-1:45p The Sisters Grim
1:55-2:45p Bean Creek

5:50-7:05p - Square dance with
Bucking Mules, Masha Goodman Crawford,
caller at the Sugar Pine Lodge!

12:55-1:45p The Kathy Kallick Band
1:55-2:45 The Deadly Gentlemen
3:00-4:00 CBA Youth Academy Concert

5:50-6:40p High Country
6:45-8:00p - Square Dance with the
Foghorn String Band, Masha Goodman
Crawford, caller at the Sugar Pine Lodge!
9:00a Chapel on the Bluegrass Pioneer
Stage - Non-denominational service independently hosted by Jan & LeRoy McNees.

12:50-1:20p Pig’s Foot String Band
1:25-1:55p One Grass, Two Grass, Red
Grass, Bluegrass

1:00-1:50p Matt & George and Their
Pleasant Valley Boys

June 12-15, 2014
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WORKSHOPS
D
I
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R

THU - 5:50-7:40 PM

•“THE NUMBERS SYSTEM, PART ONE”
Learn why the number system is helpful in playing your music. Bring your instrument and a
writing implement and have some fun! Presenter: Pat Calhoun, Site: Back Stage, area B
•“PICKING BY EAR THE EASY WAY”
An approach to making music intuitive, so you can play without thinking! Bring your instrument. Presenter: Luke Abbott - Site: By the Entry Gate, area I

FRI 12:50-2:55 PM

L
U
N
C
H
B
R
E
A
K

•“CLAWHAMMER BANJO” Learn from a master! Bring your banjo, all levels welcome.
Presenter: Carl Pagter - Site: Back Stage Area, area B
•“BEGINNING BLUEGRASS GUITAR WORKSHOP” Know the chords? Lets play bluegrass.
Learn walks, runs, rhythm, quirky chords, number system, and more. You’ll be ready to jam.
Bring your guitar. Presenter: Bill Jirsa - Site: Old Maintenance Shop, area D
•“MANDOLIN, BLUEGRASS, LEVEL 1-2” In this class, we’ll work on how to develop solos
above the fifth fret, doublestops, and work on some tunes in some of the less familiar keys,
such as B and Bb. Presenter: Roland White - Site: By Stage Right, area E
•“HOW TO BUILD A GREAT SOUNDING MANDOLIN FROM A KIT”
Presenter: Roger Siminoff - Site: Northern Mines Bldg, area F
•“FIDDLE REPERTOIRE OF EAST TN AND THE CUMBERLAND PLATEAU”
Presenter: The Bucking Mules: Joseph Decosimo, Karen Celia Heil, Luke Richardson,
Joseph Dejarnette - Site: By Ponderosa Hall, area G
•“BANJO SETUP AND CARE” Presenter: Monte Hendricks - Site: Luthier’s Pavilion, area H
•“AUTOHARP: EFFECTIVE JAM SESSION TECHNIQUES”
Presenter: Tina Louise Barr - Site: Near the Entry Gate, area I

ACTIVITIES

Kid Fest Schedule

Note: Day Care is not provided. Parents need to accompany kids.

Lots of fun going on at Kid Fest! Family Oriented Activities, not
a drop off day care! Parents must accompany their children
under 12. Activities each day include: Arts and Crafts, sand
and water play, Play-doh, lawn toys, fresh squeezed lemonade,
and strolling musicians during crafts!
Thursday 12:00 noon-3:00p
Friday 11:00-3:00p
Saturday 11:00-3:00p

Kids On Bluegrass Program
Thursday - Saturday
10:00a - Rehearsals are held at Frank Solivan’s KOB camp in
the tent camping area, near the fairgrounds entrance.
Friday - Saturday
5:10p - KOB performs on Main Stage!

Slow Jams
Thursday - Saturday
3:30-5:00p - Afternoon slow jam at Gazebo inside Main Festival
entrance, near Vern’s audience area

FRI 5:45-6:45 PM

D
I
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N
E
R
B
R
E
A
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•“FIRST BANJO LESSON” – Never played before? Don’t own a banjo? Come and find
out how easy it is to play! We will provide the banjo for your first lesson. Join us for lots of
fun.” Presenter: Janet Deering - Site: Deering Banjo Display Tent, area A
•“THE NUMBERS SYSTEM, PART TWO” Learn some advanced techniques for the
numbers system; a follow-up for those who attended session One. Bring instrument and
writing implement. Presenter: Pat Calhoun - Site: Back Stage, area B
•“CHARLIE POOLE - IS HE THE FATHER OF NORTH CAROLINA BLUEGRASS?”
Learn some songs and techniques all levels, all instruments.
Presenter: Debby McClatchy - Site: Old Maintenance Shop, area D
•“BASIC BLUEGRASS BANJO BACKUP” Learn to play backup behind bluegrass vocalists and instrumentalists. Hands-on workshop. BRING A BANJO!
Presenter: Dave Magram - Site: By Stage Right, area E
•“FIDDLE TUNE HISTORIES” Bob Wills’ Faded Love and Maiden’s Prayer.
Presenter: Joe Weed - Site: Northern Mine Bldg, area F
•“FINDING YOUR VOICE, BLUEGRASS LEAD SINGING”
Presenter: Peter Rowan - Site: By Ponderosa Hall, area G
•“FRETTED INSTRUMENT SET UP AND ADJUSTMENT”
Presenter: Michael Lewis - Site: Luthier’s Pavilion, area H
•“SWING YOUR BLUEGRASS” A rhythm workshop for bass and guitar showing you
easy ways to put a little ‘pop’ behind bluegrass songs.
Presenter: Jerry Logan & Charlie Wallace - Site: By the Entry Gate, area I

SAT 12:50-2:55 PM

L
U
N
C
H
B
R
E
A
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•“BANJO SET-UP AND MAINTAINANCE” How to adjust your banjo for best sound and
playability. Presenter: Janet Deering - Site: Deering Banjo Display Tent, area A
•“SWING YOUR DOBRO” Take the Dobro out of its bluegrass box and learn how to add
some Bob Wills and Hank Williams to your bluegrass repertoire.
Presenter: Charlie Wallace - Site: Backstage Area, area B
•“INTRODUCTION TO CALIFORNIA FRAILING” Learn a style going back to the gold rush
minstrel shows; perfect for song accompaniment, beginning–intermediate. Bring your banjo.
Presenter: Debby McClatchy - Site: Old Maintenance Shop, area D
•“BEGINNING OLD TIME BANJO WORKSHOP” Learn to play basic old-time 2-finger
picking and clawhammer (frailing) banjo, even if you’re a total beginner. Hands-on workshop:
Bring a banjo! Presenter: Dave Magram - Site: By Stage Right, area E
•“RECORDING ACOUSTIC INSTRUMENTS IN YOUR HOME STUDIO”
Presenter: Joe Weed - Site: Northern Mines Bldg, area F
•“TAKING CHARGE OF YOUR PERFORMANCE”
Some musicians may experience stage fright. In this workshop you will learn to manage stress
and reduce anxiety, muscular tension and adrenalin when you’re performing.
Presenter: Andrew Gootnick - Site: By Ponderosa Hall, area G
•“GENERAL INSTRUMENT REPAIR - Q&A”
Presenter: Michael Lewis - Site: Luthier’s Pavilion, area H
•“AUTOHARP: OLD-TIMEY TUNES ON AN OLD-TIMEY INSTRUMENT”
Presenter: Tina Louise Barr - Site: Near the Entry Gate, area I
•“BANJO SET-UP AND MAINTAINANCE” How to adjust your banjo for best sound and
playability. Presenter: Janet Deering - Site: Deering Banjo Display Tent, area A

2014
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2014 Old Time Gathering
Thursday - Sunday
Lunch and dinner breaks - Attend workshops specializing in
old-time music. Learn banjo from CBA founder Carl Pagter,
fiddle repertoire from Bucking Mules, or about Charlie Poole’s
music and more! See the Workshop Schedule on this page.
Thursday - Sunday
Attend performances by Bucking Mules, Foghorn String Band,
Ragged But Right, Debby McClatchy, Mt. Diablo String Band,
Pig’s Foot String Band, and more. Please see the performance schedule on facing page.
Friday
5:50 - 7:05p - Square Dance w/ the Bucking Mules and Masha Goodman Crawford (caller) in the Sugar Pine Lodge.
Saturday
6:45 - 8:00 p - Square Dance w/ Foghorn String Band with
Masha Goodman Crawford (caller) in the Sugar Pine Lodge

WORKSHOPS
D
I
N
N
E
R
B
R
E
A
K

SAT 5:50-7:05 PM

•“SLAP THAT BASS”
Learn the techniques of basic through advanced slapping
to add drive and punctuation to your bass playing.
Presenter: Jerry Logan - Site: By Stage Right, area E
•“THE SECRET BEHIND GIBSON’S LOAR-SIGNED F5
MANDOLINS - WHO WAS LOAR?”
Presenter: Roger Siminoff - Site: Northern Mine Bldg,
area F
•“DOBRO, LICKS AND TRICKS”
Presenter: LeRoy “Mack” McNees - Site: By Ponderosa
Hall, area G

SEE FOLLOWING PAGE FOR MAP
OF WORKSHOP LOCATIONS
CHARLES STEELE Memorial Service
Pioneer Stage at 12:15 pm on 6/11/14
Please join in with his family as we
pay our respects to this
bluegrass pioneer.
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Area A, Site: Deering Banjo Display Tent
Area B, Site: Back Stage Area
Area C, Site: By Administration Building
Area D, Site: Old Maintenance Shop
Area E, Site: By Stage Right
Area F, Site: Northern Mines Building

Area G, Site: By Ponderosa Hall
Area H, Site: Luthier’s Pavilion
Area I, Site: Over By The Entry Gate
Area J, Site: Behind Main Stage Sound Board
Area K, Site: Pioneers Stage

Father’s Day Festival Kid Fest Program
See Kid Fest schedule - page P-15
KidFest is a program that is
held at the CBA Father’s Day Festival. It was developed for families
of children aged Toddler - teen. It
is sponsored by California Bluegrass Association Children’s Programs and directed by Kathleen
Rushing, Children’s Coordinator
for CBA. Kathleen has long been
involved in children’s activities and
has developed KidFest as an activ-

ity to bring families a unique experience while at the CBA Father’s
Day Festival. Kathleen is a well
established early childhood educator and musician and more information about her activities can
be found at www.bingoschmingo.
com
KidFest is offered on Thursday, Friday and Saturday from
11:00 - 3:00 and is overseen by

volunteers who have submitted
to a security clearance sponsored
by CBA. Parents will participate
with their children, creating a
wonderful atmosphere of parent/
child collaboration. Offered at
KidFest is at least 10 art and crafts
activities each day, open-ended
and appropriate for all age levels.
There is also a large lawn area
where activities such as sand and

water play, sidewalk chalk, large
motor lawn toys, play-doh, bubbles, table games, and ball activities are ongoing. We also make
fresh squeezed lemonade each day.
Music is a constant at KidFest,
with it being in close proximity to
the stage, and also strolling children’s musicians in the KidFest
area.
Shade is readily available with
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See Slow Jam
schedule page P-15
Steve West and will be
leading the Slow Jam again this
year. If the size of the jam gets
too large we will split it in half
like we did last year. This jam
is set up for newer players and
for players that are not confident jamming with others. It
will happen Thursday -Saturday. The times of the jam will
be 3:30 -5:00 , close to the gazebo in front of Vern’s Stage,
just,inside the top gate near the
parking lot. Look for the signs.
There will NOT be organized
CBA jams at 11PM this year,
unfortunately. (But feel free to
make your own slow jam there!
That’s what it’s all about anyway
- new friends, new tunes, good
times.)
Bring songs that you want
to sing or play. We will be playing some fiddle tunes and other popular jam songs. We will
play them slowly at first and
then play them faster after some
practice. We will have different
co leaders playing different instruments each afternoon. This
is a slow jam, mistakes are ok.
You don’t have to play a song
perfectly. You should know how
to play the basic cords on your
instrument if they are played on
your instrument. If you are not
sure that you are ready to join
in, bring your instrument and
either sit in the circle or sit in
the back of the circle. You may
find you want to play some
songs and not others, this is ok.
There will be a few chairs at the
sites but if you want to sit down
and play you may need to bring
a chair with you. We look forward to picking with you.
G a te 4

Barns

both shade trees and portable
pop ups. Plenty of mist bottles
are available for kids and parents
to cool themselves off should the
weather be warm as well as a wading pool and squirt blaster toys
with easy water access.
KidFest has been a favorite
activity of many families for the
past 4 years and seems to get better
each year!
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2014 Vern’s Stage artists

American Nomad

American Nomad.
American Nomad is an award
winning Bay Area acoustic group,
honored for best vocal performance
in the 2013 Berkeley Old Time Music Competition. Rooted in Americana and folk/swing traditions,
their carefully crafted original music
maintains a modern relevance.
The group’s originator, Hassan

The Central Valley Boys
El-Tayyab, is a descendant of Nomadic Bedouins wandering the Middle East and European immigrants,
making him pretty American, we’d
say. He developed an interest early on
in writing music and performing at
local coffee houses and bars around
the South Shore of Massachusetts. In
2011 he attended a local music jam
session and stumbled across American Nomad’s second core member.
Shiloh Parkerson brings so much to
the band, including amazing songs
and a powerful voice that has been
likened to creamy molasses. With
her soulful, angelic, and unflinching
vocals, Shiloh creates a vast array of
colors and moods.
Born and raised in Fairbanks,
Alaska, Shiloh discovered her passion for music as a young girl’.
In 2009 Shiloh joined American
Nomad and found herself at home
with the opportunity to create rich
harmonies and tell meaningful
stories. It is a perfect pairing where
both musical partners thrive from
challenging each other to dig deeper
while celebrating their journey.

The Brothers Barton

The Brothers Barton.
The Brothers Barton is an American bluegrass brother duo from Bakersfield, CA.
They have shared the stage and studio with the likes of Richard Greene,
Gabe Witcher, Christian Ward and many other notable artists.
With Paul on mandolin and Loren on guitar, this brother duet, with their
haunting vocals, amazing musical talent and killer song writing continue
to blaze their own trails in bluegrass and new acoustic music.

The Littlest Birds

The Central Valley Boys are
dedicated to paying homage to the
greats of the beautiful and fertile
Central Valley of California. No
frills or fancy stuff, just down home
Bluegrass music at its finest.
Yoseff Tucker - Lead, harmony
vocals/Guitar: Band leader Yoseff
Tucker is from Caruthers California.
He was twice named Guitar Player
of the Year by the Northern California Bluegrass Society. In 2010, he
shared the title of Male Vocalist of
the Year.
Victor Skidanenko - Tenor, Lead
Vocals/Banjo: Multi-instrumentalist
and singer, Victor Skidanenko hails
from San Jose CA. Known as one of
the finest Banjo players on the West
Coast, Victor adds a deep traditional dimension to the
band. Singing heartfelt leads and soaring tenor, Victor
is an integral part of our signature sound.
John Cogdill - Lead, baritone vocals/mandolin:
John Cogdill is from Squaw Valley, California, in the
foothills nestling the eastern side of the central valley of
California. John is a multi-talented musician, playing
mandolin, guitar, and bass. Here in The Central Valley
Boys, John brings his mandolin skills.
Dave Gooding - MC/bass: Dave Gooding is originally

The Central Valley Boys.
from Bakersfield California, the big apple of the central
Valley. You have seen him perform with such bands as
Donner Mountain, Borderline, Pacific Ocean Bluegrass
and many others. Dave holds the rhythm down with his
solid bass playing. He also MC’s our shows bringing a
bit of Central Valley Boys humor to the show.
Peter Hicks - Fiddle, Bass Vocals: Peter is one of
the finest fiddlers around, his tasteful, authentic fiddle
playing, and full, powerful voice are just what we need
to complete the Central Valley Boys sound.

The Cherry Pickers
The Cherry Pickers are a young bluegrass band whose lineup has evolved
around banjo player Isaac Cantor
and guitar player/singer Riley Hill
since late 2012. Cantor and Hill
met in 2011 while jamming with
friends and Riley was soon invited to
join “The Dead Horse String Band”.
That group did not last long but
itching to tour and play bluegrass,
Hill and Cantor formed The Cherry
Pickers with mandolin player Rich
Kearns and Kyle McCabe on bass.
The band went on to record
its first EP in March 2013 which
contained mainly original material
by Hill, Kearns and Cantor. The
EP was well received by the bands
growing audience and ‘Bluegrass
Today’ remarked “A new young
band, walking the line between
contemporary and traditional”.

The Cherry Pickers.

The Littlest Birds

Debby McClatchy

The Littlest Birds are a nationally
touring cello and banjo duo from the
Eastern Sierra of California featuring
David Huebner on cello and Sharon
Martinson on clawhammer banjo.
Together since 2010 they’ve performed
100s of shows across the U.S.
Both David Huebner and Sharon
Martinson have classical music backgrounds supporting their current foray
into Americana roots music. Some years
ago you may’ve seen David on the Disney
Channel, twice, as principal cellist of the
Disney Young Musicians Symphony Orchestra, which included a performance
at the Hollywood Bowl. Or you may’ve
run into Sharon deep in the forests of the
southeast as she studied southern pine
beetle ecology for her PhD at Dartmouth
College where she also played french
horn in their chamber orchestra.

Though Debby McClatchy
lived most of her adult life near
Roaring Spring, Pennsylvania, in
the Appalachian Mountains, she
was born in San Francisco in 1945.
Her powerful songwriting and
occasional use of contemporary
material are directly related to and
rooted in her ingrained sense of the
traditional forms of the music.
Debby McClatchy is an expert
entertainer with wit and imagination. While she plays a variety
of acoustic instruments, when
touring she just totes her 1907
Debby McClatchy
Bacon ‘FF Professional’ banjo and
maybe a fiddle. She is recognized as one of the finest frailed-banjo players
in the accompanying style and is much valued for her banjo and singing
workshops. Her combination of goodtime, old-time banjo, glorious singingwith occasional outbreaks of mountain fiddling and freestyle Appalachian
stepping - has made her a favorite in clubs and at festivals.

June 2014
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2014 Vern’s Stage artists

Mt Diablo String Band

Pig’s Foot String Band

From Walnut Creek, California, the Mt Diablo String Band
performs energetic old-time music,
featuring inspired fiddle tunes and
vocal numbers.
Bandleader Carl Pagter sings
and plays clawhammer banjo.
Carl a founder of the California
Bluegrass Association and one of
its prestigious appointed “Lifetime
Members”. Carl has also played
banjo with world famous recording and touring group “Country
Ham” for more than 30 years.
Harry Liedstrand is featured
on fiddle and vocals. Harry, who
has been playing fiddle since age
4, learned from his father (still
playing in his 90’s). Harry played
with Kenny Hall as a member of
the Sweets Mill String Band starting in the late 1960’s.
Corbin Pagter. Carl’s son plays
mandolin and sings with Mt. Diablo. He is also proficient on guitar
and has been playing old-time
fiddle for the past several years.
Corbin hails from Berkeley, CA.

Pig’s Foot String Band is a merous local bands over the years,
collection of Bay Area musicians he has been a big supporter of the
bitten by the old time music bug. bay area bluegrass music scene for
We play and sing old time south- decades
ern string band music with an
On bass fiddle, Barbara Rosner
emphasis on sharing a diverse and currently plays with Pig’s Foot
interesting collection of music.
Fiddler Mark
Wardenburg plays
with the Pig’s Foot
String Band, the
Mighty Crows
and the Dark Hollow Bluegrass. He
recently won the
2014 NCBS fiddler of the year
award.
Fiddler Linda
Sullivan is displaced symphonic
viola player who
Pig’s Foot String Band
was ensnared by
String Band, Mister Barky, and
the spell of old time fiddle.
Banjo: Ken Torke plays man- Peak Nouveau and well known for
dolin and is the MC for the 2009 her bass chops and vocals.
NCBS Band of the Year, Mighty Guitar: George Bradshaw plays
old time and bluegrass guitar at
Crows. He plays clawhammer.
Mandolinist Ed Cirimele is no any jam he can find. He anchors
stranger to the SF Bay area blue- the Pigs with a solid rhythm and
grass scene. In addition to playing doesn’t object to all the crazy
mandolin and performing in nu- crooked tunes that we play.

Mt Diablo String Band.
Harry’s wife of 25+ years Cindy
Liedstrand is the Diablo’s guitarist.
She has played guitar since early
adulthood, and also plays old-time
banjo
Rounding out the group is
Matt Dudman on string bass. Well
known in Northern California

music circles, made three well
received recordings with CBA
co-founder Jake Quesenberry as
the “MacRae Brothers.” He currently also plays mandolin with
RoseBud Blue and his own band
Matt and George and Their Pleasant Valley Boys.

Natural Drift

Natrual Drift.
Known for having traditional bluegrass “Nailed
down tight”, Natural Drift hits the road again to
perform at various bluegrass concerts with a hard
drivin’, entertaining, and fun style—a style that has
won them the admiration of audiences throughout

Northern California.
With a traditional, fivepiece bluegrass instrumentation for
a foundation, Natural Drift adds a
fresh blend of the band members’
diverse bluegrass backgrounds to
provide audiences with a delightful, engaging musical performance
through their own passion and
pure bluegrass sound.
Since taking the stage,
Natural Drift has been featured
throughout Northern California
playing live music events from
Support the Troops benefit concerts to private corporate events
as well as alongside leading bluegrass names like Chris Stuart and
Back Country, Doyle Lawson, The
Pleasant Valley Boys, Mike Compton and others. Natural Drift has performed on new stages, including the
California Bluegrass Association’s Father’s Day Festival
and Bluegrassin’ In The Foothills Plymouth Bluegrass
festival.

Rusty Stringfield

One Grass, Two Grass, Red Grass, Bluegrass
One Grass Two Grass Red Grass
Bluegrass deliver some hard driving, fun
loving, old timey, new timey, good timey,
California Bluegrass. They’re fixing to
have feet movin’ and bodies goovin’!
Come join em!
Anthony Dente – Fiddlin’: Coming directly to us from the shores of the
Pennsylvania, Anthony “The Tooth” began his fiddle career on the banks of Oakland, and hasn’t looked back ever since.
Tim Parr – Guitar: Never one to
stray far, Tim Parr grew up wandering responsibly the banks of California. Growing up under the Blue Mountains of the
Bay Area gave way to empty mason jars

One Grass, Two Grass, Red Grass,
Bluegrass

and the honky tonks that still litter the
Peninsula today.
Nick Marcantonio – Bass: That
would be a stand up Bass…not a bass…
as in the fish…..as in the largemouth
tournament style gamefish. Nick comes
to us as the original Ayatollah of rock n’
rolla, and who decided to trade some of it
in for the Bluegrass way. Nick lays down
the heavy bass lines.
Carson Hunter – Banjo: Some guys
play the Banjo…Carson Hunter plays
the BANJOH! Growing up being spoon
fed Flatt & Scruggs, this child prodigy
picker has spent most of his adult life
horse whispering salmon in the deep dark
waters of Alaska. This BANJOH picker
has speed and accuracy usually found in
processor chips…..pure player.

Rusty Stringfield.
Born in San Francisco’s mission district, Rusty
Stringfield is a four-piece acoustic sound machine that
has been rocking audiences and turning heads since
forming in 2011. With their unique blend of traditional and contemporary acoustic music, Rusty Stringfield represents the uninhibited desire to create sounds
and emotions that that can be both ear candy and foot
stomping. Known for their high-energy bluegrass renditions of an eclectic array of artists, the band has set
out on a mission to create a unique experience for its
listeners.
The four-man collaboration that is Rusty Stringfield is Russell Ives (Mandolin, Vocals), Matt Lauer
(Guitar, Vocals), Ben Jacobs (Accordion, Vocals), and
Rusty Simon (Bass, Vocals). Rusty Stringfield has become one of the most versatile acoustic bands on the
scene, with the ability to pull off the bluegrass standards of yesteryear and the acoustic adaptations of
some of rocks most classic tracks. These are the perfect
complement to a repertoire also filled with original
compositions that can feel like finding a surprise on an
otherwise familiar path.
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2014 Vern’s Stage artists
Sidesaddle & Co

Steep Ravine

Sidesaddle & Co.
Sidesaddle & Co., based in
San Jose California, has been
captivating audiences with their
unique acoustic sound since 1979
when the band was first established. The five members of the
band come from an interesting
variety of musical backgrounds,
which come alive in their repertoire of primarily traditional
Bluegrass music, seasoned with
vintage Country, Irish, Cajun and
Cowboy Western. Their popularity is extended further by including Gospel, Folk, Novelty and

Comedy. Billboard Magazine has
called their music “superbly melodic.”
Sidesaddle. & Co.’s style is
characterized by their soulful vocal harmonies and strong creative
instrumental talents. The vocalists
in the band share the lead singing,
each with a unique personal style
that gives the band its appealing
diversity.
Personnel: Glenn Dauphin
– Guitar; Lee Anne Welch – Fiddle; Kim Elking – Mandolin; Rob
Horgan – Banjo; Lisa Burns- Bass

Steep Ravine is a folk and roots
acoustic based quartet hailing from
the San Francisco Bay Area. Blending equal parts poetic lyricism, deft
string-playing, and elements of folk,
bluegrass, and gypsy swing, Steep
Ravine explores compelling new directions while paying homage to the
spirited Northern California landscape the band calls home. TRAMPIN’ ON, the quartet’s debut album
of eleven originals, is an ode to Steep
Ravine’s musical prowess, melding melodic verse, tight harmonies,
and rich instrumentals while showcasing the diverse stylistic musical
backgrounds of all four band mates,
which also encompass elements of
classical, jazz, and funk.
Simon Linsteadt (guitar, lead
vocals) and Jan Purat (violin, vocals) began playing music together
back in high school, later moving on
to study music at UC Santa Cruz,
where they fortuitously met Andy

Steep Ravine.
O’Brien (mandolin, vocals) and
Alex Bice (bass, vocals). The chemistry and enthusiasm of the youthful
quartet was immediate, and within
the short year they have been together, Steep Ravine has gained steady
recognition, playing a packed sched-

27strings

Dave Earl and Friends
Dave Earl and Friends is a San Francisco based Traditional Bluegrass
Band formed in 2013. Our mutual love for the sounds of Bill Monroe,
Stanley Brothers, Flatt and Scruggs, Jimmy Martin and Red Allen brought
us together. A brand new 15 song CD “Bluegrass” has just been released.
We play monthly gigs all around the Bay Area.
Dave Earl-Mandolin/Vocals: Dave makes his living performing his
solo American Roots Music show at SF Fisherman’s Wharf and has released 10 CD’s.
Chris Smith-GuitarVocals: Plays a Martin Guitar and sings in a fine
bluegrass voice. Chris is best known for his work with the Mighty Crows
Bluegrass band that he founded in 2004.
Tomas Enguidanos, Dobro/Vocals: Tomas is a multi-instrumentalist
songwriter, and sings with a smooth baritone voice. Tomas was a founding
member of 80s era Bay Area bluegrass band, Heartland. Tomas plays his
own hand–built Dobros.
Larry Cohea Banjo/Vocals: Larry is well known to bay area Bluegrass
fans for his work with High Country and Dark Hollow. He’s also known
as one of the best Luthiers around. In addition to his fine banjo work he
sings lead and tenor vocals.
Glenn Dauphin Bass/Vocals: Glenn drives the band with his powerful Doghouse Bass and his excellent singing. Glenn sings great lead, tenor
and baritone parts and doubles on guitar.

ule of shows in the Bay Area, embarked on their first national tour,
made notable appearances at such
music festivals as Outside Lands
2013 and Northwest String Summit
2013.

27strings.
27strings is known for its strong
vocals, great harmonies, and fastpaced fiddle tunes. Playing traditional as well as contemporary bluegrass,
27strings performs throughout the
Bay Area.
Tom Bull (guitar, vocals): Tom
hails from Illinois and came to California by way of North Carolina. As

our lead singer, he charms audiences
with his energetic and engaging vocals, accompanied by his powerful
guitar
Greg Frees (mandolin, guitar,
vocals): Originally from Ojai, California, Greg took up the mandolin
a few years ago, and took a liking
to bluegrass. In addition to singing

lead, tenor, and baritone, he composes original music.
Howard Gage (guitar, banjo,
vocals): Howard started playing folk
music, graduated to ol’ timey, and
then progressed to bluegrass. Howard enjoys jamming with friends on
banjo or guitar, and joined 27strings
in early 2011.
Rachel Gage (fiddle, vocals):
Rachel is from Palo Alto, California.
Rachel gained a love for old-time fiddle, and eventually bluegrass. During
her three years in the KenTorke Kernels band, Rachel honed her skills on
the fiddle. In early 2011, she joined
27strings.
Hildy Licht (banjo): Born in
San Francisco but raised in Los Angeles, Hildy returned to Northern California to attend college. She taught
folk guitar from the 60’s through the
80’s. Bluegrass has become a passion
for her.
Vicki Frankel (bass): As our
newest member, Vicki plays bass and
brings a fresh new voice to 27strings.
Vicki is also the MC and bass player with her family band, The Dim
Lights.

Sycamore Bend

Dave Earl and Friends.

Sycamore Bend’s Mike and Dan have written
a group of songs that shows they are well on their
way to doing just that. Mike’s songs keep to many
of the themes expressed in traditional bluegrass.
Mike combines these themes with interesting
chord progressions and complex arrangements.
Dan writes and sings with the passion of a young
man. An encounter with a stranger, late at night
on a country road, leaves the protagonist thinking
about his future and his own relationships. These
are the musical ideas that make Sycamore Bend.
The combination of original material written and performed by Mike and Dan along with
the instrumental backup of Steve Hall on Banjo,
Doug Carlton on resonator guitar and Mike’s son
Travis on bass make for an interesting group.

Sycamore Bend.

Vern’s! Be there!
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World class stringed instruments!

•Authorized
dealersfor
forMartin,
Martin,Taylor,
Taylor,Blueridge,
Gibson, Santa
Cruz,Cort
Legend,
Authorized
dealers
Cordoba,
and
and Dobro
guitars,
& banjos,
Goldtone
TheGoodall,
Loar guitars,
Kentucky
andGibson
Wilsonmandolins
mandolins;
Gold Tone
and
banjos,banjos,
Kentucky
& Mid
Missouri
mandolins,
violins
and
fiddles.
Flinthill
Angels
violins
and fiddles,
Cordoba
and
Cavanagh
•Family owned and operated, providing one-on-one personalized
ukuleles.
service.
Fully
music
•Fullycommitted
committedtotosupporting
supportingand
andpromoting
promotingthe
thelocal
local acoustic
acoustic music
commnunity
community.
•Yourone-stop
one stopmusic
musicstore
storefor
forsales,
sales, instruction,
instruction, repairs
repairs,and
andresources.
resources.
Your

One of our Featured Instruments
The Bluegrass General
HD28-V
An HD-28V with pre-war style bridge, Adirondack top and
bracing. This guitar has a very robust bass and very clean treble. A
wonderful guitar for both rhythm and lead, the Adirondack spruce
gives this guitar a sound you may have found from a brand new
Martin guitar, in the 1940’s, without the associated price tag of
vintage instruments. Perfect for those players seeking a Tony Rice
style tone. Comes with Geib style case.
Come by our store and check out the selection of
fine instruments!
Open Jam Session Every Thursday evening
Check our website for upcoming concerts featuring
nationally touring and local Bluegrass Bands

3184 NofStreet
At the corner
Alhambra & J
Sacramento,
Sacramento,Cailifornia
California
916-442-8282
916-442-8282
questions@thefifthstring.com
questions@thefifthstring.com
www.thefifthstring.com
www.thefifthstring.com
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Proud Maker of

Violins

Guitars

Mandolins

Banjos
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Quality Brand

So. San Francisco, California • www.sagamusic.com • Connect with us on
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Your trusted source for the finest in ...

Bluegrass

Instruments and
Accessories

Mandolins

Mandolins

Banjos
Mandolins
Banjos

Plus the
best in ...
Books
and
Videos

Vintage
and Used
Instruments

Compact
Discs

TOLL-FREE (USA only)

888-473-5810
or 517-372-7890

elderly.com
1100 N. Washington
Lansing, MI 48906
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MORGAN HILL, CALIFORNIA
THE PERFECT PLACE FOR YOUR WINE TASTING
EXPERIENCE OR SPECIAL EVENT
Proud sponsor of the
California Bluegrass Association’s
39th Annual Father’s Day Festival

Tasting Room
Gift Shop

Villa Emile
Event Center

Award Winning Wines
Unique Wine Gifts
Gourmet Food Items
Open 10am - 5pm Daily

Let Us Plan Your
Wedding
Corporate Event
Private Party

Monthly Wine Specials
in our Tasting Room
See Our Website or Call Us for Details

1480 East Main Avenue - Morgan Hill, CA - 408-779-2145
www.GuglielmoWinery.com
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2014 Fathers Day Festival Luthiers Pavilion
By Monte Hendricks
Not to be confused with Lutherans, luthiers play an
important role in the music we love. Whether handcrafting the instrument brought to life by a musician, or mending ailing frets, or errant string action, luthiers keep the
music alive. For a musician at any level of expertise, the instrument they hold and play is an extension of themselves
and a voice for their musical expression. There is hardly
a more personal or prized possession than a musical instrument. Whether you are interested in a custom built
instrument or expert repair, we are fortunate that the Luthiers Pavilion at the annual CBA Father’s Day Bluegrass
Festival continues to draw impressive talent from the
world of musical instrument building. Here is this year’s
line up
Matt Bohn: Matt is from Felton, California. Matt has a
passion for the upright bass that started in the mid 1970’s.
He comes from a family tradition of woodworking and
he easily made the transition from professional bassist to
bass luthier. Matt is equipped to help bassists with just
about any adjustment, including set-up or repair issues,
and bow re-hairs.

Joe Dragony: Joe is a guitar builder from Carmichael,
California. While arch-tops and electrics have been his
main focus, he has ventured into building flat-tops. Joe
has also added mandolins to his line. He does repairs on
guitars, mandolins, and tube amplifiers and will be set up
to help you out at his booth.
Monte & Allen Hendricks: Hendricks Banjos: Brothers, Monte and Allen build custom banjos and provide
repair, restoration, and custom work on banjos out of
their shop in Pollock Pines, California. Monte has been
a banjo craftsman since 1974. Allen is also known for
his banjo picking talents and is a gifted banjo instructor.
They believe in design, construction, and artistry based
on innovation and engineering but well grounded in traditional ideals.
Patrick “Doc” Huff: Doc started building his heirloom
quality openback banjos in 2003. Doc travels down from
Dallas, Oregon. Doc is a very fine woodworker and his
banjos certainly reflect it.
Steve Joynes: Steve is from Palo Alto, California. Steve’s
goal is to offer a variety of instruments for tone, appearance, and price that will appeal to almost anyone. Steve
says that being a fiddler himself led to a deep interest in
repairing and restoring fiddles. Steve tries to have a few
new student outfits to help people get started on fiddle
playing. Steve is also set up to do on site repairs.
Randall Kramer: “Sparky” builds flat-top guitars in
Truckee, California. He also does repairs and set ups. He
has an impressive list of exceptional guitarists who have
played his instruments. Randall sets this goal as a builder
with which to measure his success, “One playing is worth
a thousand testimonials.” Sparky also on site repairs in
the Pavilion.
Michael Lewis: Michael is from Grass Valley, California.
He builds mandolins and guitars and his repair skills are
known throughout the region. Michael & and his wife
Leitza play a pivotal role in organizing the Luthiers Pavilion. We all owe them a big thank you and a debt of
gratitude!

Matt Bohn repairs a bass at last year’s Luthiers
Pavilion.

Austin Clark: Austin builds mandolin and mandolin
family instruments in Boise, Idaho. Though his primary
focus is on mandolins, he also makes archtop guitars and
OM style flat-tops.

Larry Nair: Larry is from Gardnerville, NV and the
Tahoe Guitar Company. He has been making stringed
instruments for 12 years including acoustic basses, ukuleles, and dobros. He specializes in “hot rodded” steel string
guitars based on traditional designs. He also stays pretty
busy with repairs.
Bruce Sexauer: Bruce is from Petaluma, California.
Bruce is known for his highly evolved acoustic flat top
guitars with adventurous designs under his “Sexauer”
banner. Bruce offers his services as a String Bass set-up
technician. He will also have a variety of String Basses for
sale. Bruce started building musical instruments when he
was 20 years old and, like the rest of us, is always enjoying
honing his skills.
Roger Siminoff: Roger is from Arroyo Grande, California. Well known in the music world, he has authored
several books and numerous articles on building and setting up instruments. Today Roger devotes his time to the
production of mandolin kits, banjo and mandolin parts,
as well as his writing.
Gary Vessel: Gary he comes from Modesto, California. After graduating from the Violin Making School of
America in 1988 and a career in building and repairing
violins, Gary has now ventured in mandolins. He now
divides his time building and restoring orchestral instruments and mandolins.

Austin Clark showcases his handcrafted mandolins.
Frank Daniels: Frank’s Fiddles: Frank’s work shows years
of experience in handcrafting fine 4-string, 5-string, and
even left handed fiddles. Frank & and wife Karen travel
down from Meridan, Idaho and have been long time participants in the Pavilion.

Craig Wilson: Craig is from Bakersfield, California and
this is his first year in the Pavilion. Craig has owned and
played vintage Gibson mandolins, including a Lloyd Loar
signed instrument, for over three decades. From this influence he strives to build in the Loar inspired tradition.
The Luthiers Pavilion is a unique opportunity for
festival attendees to talk with and experience the work

of some of the finest builders. For us luthiers it is an annual event to share ideas
and stories with our fellow builders and renew friendships. It just doesn’t get
much better than that! Many of us are offering workshops during the festival;
please check the schedule for times. Stop in and spend time with us and make
the Luthiers Pavilion part of your Festival Experience!

June 2014

Father’s Day Festival event program

Luthiers Pavilion
The CBA thanks
the luthiers who
participate in
our festival. See
them for your
emergency
repairs to keep
you picking
throughout the
festival.

Wilson Mandolins

CRAIG WILSON - BUILDER
Inspired by the Lloyd Loar era of mando-luthiery
Mandolins- Instrument Repairs
11119 Academy Avenue
Bakersfield, CA 93312
661-589-8249; cel: 661-809-5622
www.wilsonmandolins.com
craig@wilsonmandolins.com
craigw1@sbcglobal.net

Wilson
Visit the Luthiers Pavilion and
take Mandolins
a test drive.

CRAIG WILSON - BUILDER
Inspired by the Lloyd Loar era of mando-luthiery
Mandolins- Instrument Repairs
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Sunday
morning
service
A non-denominational chapel service, independently hosted
by Leroy and Jan McNees will be
held at the Pioneer Stage on Sunday at 9:00 am. An inspirational
story and bluegrass gospel music
will highlight this service which
the McNees’ and friends have been
bringing to Grass Valley for over 20
years.

Late-Night
Hot Dog Cart
returns to
the Grass
Valley campground

By Larry Baker
GOT THE MUNCHIES???
You can get your fix! The Hot Dog/
Sausage booth will once again be
up and running Friday & Saturday nights of the festival. Again the
booth will located in its usual spot
in the middle of the campground
and manned this year by Dylan
Davis of Oroville . Dylan will be
open and ready to roll at 10:00
pm serving those great All Beef
Hot Dogs, Polish Sausage and for
those who can handle em Cajun
Hot Links. This should keep the
jamming goin’. Soft drinks & water will also be available. The booth
will remain open as long as there
are those hungry folks who have
worked up an appetite from all the
great jammin’.
The late-night hot dog booth
has become a favorite place to stop
by to see friends for great jamming
and late night socializing. It has
become the late night hangout and
place to meet, greet and to showcase your jamming. Late night
jammers and even some bands have
assembled at the now popular area
to showcase their talent. Everyone
is encouraged to drop by for a tune
or two and who knows it’s not uncommon to find one or more of the
on-stage bands pickin’ and eatin’
around the hot dog stand. When
you get that late night hunger pain
CRAIG
drop by and see Dylan and
grab a WILS
Inspired
dog. Entertainment provided
by by th
MandolinsIn
campground jammers! Come
for
the music stay for the food. UM11119 Acade
MMM GOOD!

Wilson

Pick up a

Bakersfield, C
661-589-8249

www.wilsonm
craig@wilson
craigw1@sbc

S.H.A.R.E.S. card
at the FDF
Wilson
mercantile booth!

CRAIG WILS
Inspired by th
Mandolins- In
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Let the Goodtimes Roll
This Father’s Day
Lightweight
Easy To Play
Superior Tone
Made In the U.S.A.

Photo by Suzanne Gipson

Made With Pride By

(800) 845-7791

goodtimebanjos.com

