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CBA’s yearly South Bay concert

Continued on A-6

A partial line up of the 2015 festival includes some excellent old 
time acts. The all-star Jumpsteady Boys will be huge crowd pleasers!

By Larry Phegley
 Here we are in January and the Great 48 is upon us.  
It will be January 8-11, 2015 at the DoubleTree in Ba-
kersfield.  Hopefully you have already taken advantage of 
our room rate with the hotel if you are attending.  Other 
organizations who have established a presence are:  the 
Bluegrass Association of Southern California (BASC), 
Bluegrass Music Society of the Central Coast (BMSCC), 

By Mark Hogan 
 The 2015 Sonoma County 
Bluegrass & Folk Festival will be cele-
brating its 15th anniversary April 11, 
2015, at the Sebastopol Community 
Cultural Center. The SCB&FF start-

CBA instructional camp for young people

Story on A-6

By Darby Brandli 
 Registration for the 
2015 CBA Youth Acad-
emy begins January 1, 
2015.  Registration can 
be via the website www.
cbaontheweb.org or 
contact me (see form 
on page A-9).  There is 
a registration form in 
the January issue of the 
Bluegrass Breakdown 
and also it can be cop-
ied off the website or 
contact me and I can 
send one via email or 
snail mail.  Early registration is 
highly recommended.  We have in-
creased enrollment to 49 this year 
(2013-35 and 2014-42) because 
of demand.  We will not increase 

Continued on A-6

above 49 and the Academy was 
sold out (with a waiting list) as of 
May 1st in 2014.  The age range for 

CBA Youth Academy 
registration is now open

Time for CBA Great 48 - Bakersfield January 8-11

CBA YOUTH ACADEMY
Father's Day Bluegrass Festival         June 17-20, 2015

Grass Valley, California

San Diego Bluegrass Society (SDBS), and the Southwest 
Bluegrass Association (SWBA).  Beside the incredible 
opportunity to jam with others from around the region, 
we have four organized events we will be offering. 
 Stop by the Presidential Suite Thursday night for a 
concert with the Bakersfield band, Brothers Barton and 

A Night at the Grange 2015 – February 28
By Tim Edes
 The Ryman of the West Coast?  Well maybe not 
the Ryman auditorium of Nashville fame, but the Mor-
gan Hill Grange will take you back to a time when peo-
ple gathered as a community, and everyone knew your 
name.  The old Grange Hall at 40 E. 4th Street in Mor-
gan Hill just bleeds that sense of community, music, 
friendship and warmth.  When you walk up the creaky 
entrance stairs and smell the aroma of pies emanating 
from the kitchen, hear the greeting of your friends, see 

Continued on A-7Continued on A-7

Dave Adkins  (right) and Edgar Loudermilk 
bring their hot bluegrass band to Morgan Hill.

CBA’s North Bay festival

Sonoma County Bluegrass and Folk Festival

Bill Evans, guitar legend Dan 
Crary and Steve Spurgin.

ed out in 2001 as an attempt to fill 
the void in winter bluegrass events 
that had widened with the demise 
of then State Area Vice President, 
Bob Thomas’,  Woodland Bluegrass 
Festival.  It was originally held at the 
Analy High School Theater and was 
called the Presidents’ Day Bluegrass 
& Folk Festival because it was held 

that weekend in February.  After five 
years we outgrew the high school 
facility which played host to many 
memorable performances including 
Rhonda Vincent, and moved to the 
Sebastopol Community Cultural 
Center a short distance away.

Recipes for a well-baked 
Music Camp
By Geoff Sargent
 I think Julia Child would have made a great mu-
sic camp teacher.  Alas, to my knowledge she wasn’t a 
picker, but I see her as a banjo player.  You know the 
kind of person, someone who, against all odds, makes 
a uniquely awkward-looking instrument sing beautiful 
music.  Julia Child, almost single handedly introduced 
and demystified French cooking to the US and made it 
accessible to everyone.  I wasn’t paying much attention 
back then, but it seems like French cooking was consid-
ered something out of reach for the typical American 
home cook.  Something that required special ingredi-
ents, a tricked out kitchen, and a culinary sense that just 
wasn’t part of our upbringing.  Julia Child introduced 
French cooking with a style that was irreverent, full of 

2015 Old-Time Gathering at the 
Father’s Day Bluegrass Festival

CBA Music Camp

www.cbaontheweb.org

ERRATUM: The Bluegrass Breakdown regrets the errors in the December issue indicating that the Father’s Day Bluegrass Festival 
and CBA Music Camp would be held at a location other than the Nevada County Fairgrounds. 

The location is the Nevada County Fairgrounds, Grass Valley, CA. Please join us!
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Website Welcome 
Columnists
Monday—1st—Mark Varner
Monday—2nd—Randy Morton
Monday—3rd—Bert Daniel
Monday—4th—Chuck Poling 
Tuesday—1st—Geoff Morris
Tuesday—2nd—Ted Lehmann
Tuesday—3rd--Nate Schwartz
Tuesday—4th—Rick Cornish
Wednesdays—Bruce Campbell
Thursday—1st—Dave Williams
Thursday—2nd--
  George Martin
Thursday—3rd—
 Randy Shelton
Thursday—4th—J.D. Rhynes
Friday—1st—Brooks Judd
Friday—2nd—Cliff Compton
Friday—3rd—Regina Bartlett
Friday—4th—Bill Evans
Saturday—1st—Marty Varner
Saturday—2nd—
 John Karsemeyer
Saturday—3rd—Cameron Little
Saturday—4th—Brian McNeal
Sunday—1st—Marcos Alvira
Sunday—2nd—Bert Daniel
Sunday—3rd—Geoff Sargent
Sunday—4th—Jean Ramos

2014/2015 
Leadership Team

valleybluegrass@gmail.com
Area Activities Vice Presidents
Mark Hogan – North Coast
phone 707-829-8012
hogiemoon@comcast.net
Bruno Brandli – East Bay
510 599-3108
darbyandbruno@comcast.net
Bill Schneiderman – Delta-Sierra
209-586-3815
billschneiderman@gmail.com
John Hettinger - Sacramento
113 Puffer Way
Folsom, CA 95630 
916-990-0719        
bluegrass@shaunv.com
Ted Kuster - San Francisco
ted@tedtedted.com
Lucy Smith – Butte and Tehama 
Counties
530-894-1449
lucyinchico@hotmail.com
Roger Siminoff – Central Coast
805-801-8750
siminoff@siminoff.net
Stan Allen – Fresno/Kings County
rollingbonz3344@comcast.net
Jenny Williams - Solano and Yolo 
Counties
info@RealGoneDaddies.com
Larry Phegley - South Bay Area
47 Ralston Drive
Monterey, CA   93940
larry.phegley@gmail.com
Bob Schwartz - Contra Costa 
County
RSchwartz@TruckerHuss.com
Larry Carlin - Marin County
415-332-8498
l_carlin@hotmail.com
Marcos Alvira - Merced, Mariposa, 
Stanislaus
209-383-3432
valleybluegrass@gmail.com 
Vicki Frankel - San Mateo County 
Area
vicki.frankel@gmail.com
Tony Pritchard - Riverside/San 
Bernardino area 
tonypritchett1@sbcglobal.net
661-305-7866

Year-Round Jobs
Rick Cornish - Director of 
Operations
rickcornish7777@hotmail.com
Kelly Senior - Investment Advisor
Mark Varner - Editor, Bluegrass 
Breakdown
PO Box 1245
Boulder Creek, CA 95006
831-338-0618
mrvarner@ix.netcom.com
George Martin - Publicity Co-Di-
rector
georaymartin@yahoo.com
Bruce Campbell - Publicity 
Co-Director
Bob Calkins – Photographer
530-644-1587
motherlode@innercite.com
Mike Melnyk - Photographer
mike@mikemelnyk.com
Bruce Long – Darrell Johnston 
Kids Lending Library
kidslendinglibrary@gmail.com
Max Schwartz - Teen 
Ambassador
maxschwartz17@gmail.com
Alicia Meiners – E-Commerce 
Mgr.
ameiners@sbcglobal.net
408-683-0666
John Erwin – Mail Ticket Sales
707-330-9342
john.erwin@sbcglobal.net
Lee Hardesty – Insurance Advisor
916-961-6316
hrdst@comcast.net
Brian Whitt – 
Mercantile Co-Coordinator
MartinD282007@gmail.com
707-533-6730
Frank Solivan – Kids on Stage 
Director/ Ambassador at large
408-656-8549
Whit Washburn – 
Contract Legal Advisor
916- 996-8400
wfwashburn@wfwashburn.com 
Debra Livermore – 
Volunteer Coordinator
916-601-7233

deblivermore@gmail.com
Mark Hogan - Audio Archive 
Project co-coordinator
707-829-8012
hogiemoon@comcast.net
Dave Nielsen - Audio Archive 
Project co-coordinator
David Carlsen - Sebastopol Jam 
Master
davidacarlson62@hotmail.com
Steve Goldfield - Old Time 
Coordinator 
stevegoldfield@yahoo.com
Geoff Sargent - Music Camp 
Laison
510-207-2046
geoffreysargent@gmail.com
Josh Michaels - Elections 
Coordinator
cbaEcommerce@gmail.com
Bob Thomas - Member Giving 
VP

Festival Coordinators
Mark Hogan – Sebastopol 
Festival Director
3980 Monika Ct.
Sebastopol, CA 95472-5741
707-829-8012
hogiemoon@comcast.net
David Brace - Father’s Day 
Festival Director
1704 Banyan Court
Ceres, CA   95307
DHB1221@me.com
TJ Carskadon - Vern’s Stage
tjcarskadon@gmail.com
Debra Livermore – 
Vern’s manager
916-601-7233
deblivermore@gmail.com
Kathleen Rushing – Music 
Camp Children’s Program
9780 Mennet Way
San Ramon, Ca 94583
925 828 5825
Kafween@mac.com
Lisa Burns - Corporate 
Sponsorship Coordinator
lisa@lisaonbass.com
Larry Baker – Concessions
209-785-4693
roaddog@caltel.com
Chris Bockover - Safety and 
Hospitality Coordinator
Chris Olivolo – 
Stage Construction
colivolo@gmail.com
Adam Brace - Stage Lighting
Craig Wilson - Full Hookup 
Lottery Coordinator
11119 Academy Avenue,
Bakersfield, CA 93312
661-589-8249
craigw1@sbcglobal.net
Dagmar Mansperger – T-Shirt 
Coordinator
Jim Ingram – 
Entertainment Coordinator
408-847-6837
silvanis@wildblue.net
Dan Martin - Slow Jam 
Coordinator
707 287 6953
powderdan@comcast.net
Debra Clover - Gate Ticket Sales
Jim Evans - Shuttle Coordinator
Tim Edes/David Brace - T-Shirt 
Design and Production
Ron Rose - Gate Crew 
Coordinator
bg_gittar@yahoo.com
Bill Meiners – Comp. Tickets
408-683-0666
billmeiners@att.net
Janet Peterson and Peter 
Langston – Music Camp Direc-
tors
CBAcamp@psl.to
Charlene Sims - Raffle 
co-ordinator 
casims@msn.com
Carol Canby - Water Booth 
coord.
530-832-0340
canbysonthego@msn.com
Dorothy McCoy - Headquarters 
Telephone co-ordinator 
530-663-0025
rd53mccoy@gmail.com
Patty Thorpe - Utility coordina-
tor 

916-929-9185
John Lonczak - 
Dancing coordinator
408- 247-5706
Mike Martin - 
Handicap Taxi Coordinator 
707-333-5784
Cameron Little - Signs
Storage Transport Coordinator - 
Roy West

Web Team
Bands – Grant Johnston
livebluegrass@aol.com
Calendar – Candy Sponhaltz
candy.sponhaltz@gmail.com
Kids on Bluegrass Page 
Jill Cruey
jillc@netvista.net
Sharon Elliott
shickey6@yahoo.com
Bill Downs - Links , Music 
Instructors, and Luthiers 
bilnfay@ix.netcom.com

Radio Grass – Darla Novak
Novakd42@apol.com
Recorded Music – George Ireton
george@shastawebdesign.com
Splash Page/MP3 Manager – Pat 
Garcia
patgarcia@direcway.com

Board of Directors
David Brace - Father’s Day 
Festival Director
2608 Paradise Road
Modesto, CA   95358
DHB1221@me.com
Tim Edes – Chairman of the 
Board
17720 Telfer Drive
Morgan Hill, CA 95037
408-779-5456
t.edes@verizon.net
Montie Elston – Treasurer
5631 Tish Circle
Olivehurst, CA 95961
530-763-5056
fiddle3@comcast.net
Steve Goldfield - Old-Time Music 
Coordinator
4428 Tompkins Avenue
Oakland, CA 94619
510-482-8970
stevegoldfield@yahoo.com
Dave Gooding - TAG Chairman
P.O. Box 462
Elmira, CA   95625-0462
davegooding@sbcglobal.net
Mark Hogan – Sebastopol 
Festival Director
3980 Monika Court
Sebastopol, CA  95472
707-829-8012
hogiemoon@comcast.net
Jack Hyland
P.O.Box 333
Hughson, CA  95326
209-303-0015
jck49hyland@yahoo.com
Jim Ingram - FDF Entertainment 
Coordinator, FDF Contracts
5270 Hecker Pass
Gilroy, CA  95020
408-847-6837
silvanis@wildblue.net
Maria Nadauld
marianadauld@pacbell.net
Carl Pagter – Chairman Emeritus
17 Julianne Court
Walnut Creek, CA 94595-2610
925-938-4221
carlpagter@astound.net
Larry Phegley - 
Membership Chair
cba.membership14@gmail.com
J.D. Rhynes – Director Emeritus 
P.O. Box 1303
West Point, CA 95255-1303
209-293-1296
jdrhynes@volcano.net
Geoffrey Sargent - Assistant to 
the Chairman
1477 Via Manzanas
San Lorenzo, CA  94580
510-207-2046
geoffreysargent@gmail.com

Officers
Darby Brandli - President
2106 - 9th Avenue
Oakland, CA 94606-2612
510 735-6364
darbyandbruno@comcast.net
Montie Elston -- Treasurer
5631 Tish Circle
Olivehurst, CA   95961
fiddle3@comcast.net
Valerie Cornejo – Assistant 
Treasurer
916-712-7067
notableval@sbcglobal.net
Colleen Hogan – Secretary
colleen_hogan@comcast.net
Larry Phegley - Membership 
Management VP
P O Box 1143
Seaside, CA 93955
831 233 0448
cba_membership@yahoo.com
Steve and Kathy West- 
Membership Recruitment
stevewoodhogwest_1999@yahoo.
com
Marcos Alvira – Statewide 
Activities VP

Director of Operations - Rick Cornish 
at 209-588-9214 or 

rickcornish7777@hotmail.com

Also...  Bluegrass instructional ma-
terial for guitar, fiddle, mandolin, 
bass, dobro and banjo.  The CBA's 
Darrell Johnston Kids Lending 
Library is looking to fill the shelves 
with bluegrass instructional mate-
rial for kids to check out.  Please 
send any items to:  
DJKLL/Librarian,  c/o Bruce Long, 
P.O. Box 843, Roseville, CA 95678  
Your donation is tax deductible.  

WANTED
Instruments for the  CBA’s

Darrell Johnston Lending Library. 
Help a young person become a 

musician. 
Donate bluegrass instruments, 

old or new.

Info at: kidslendinglibrary@gmail.com
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CBA Calendar of Upcoming Music Events

Continued from B-14

the 4th Sunday of every month 

from 1-4 pm at the Thermalito 

Grange, Thermalito, CA.  For 

information, call 530-589-

4844.

•Various locations – Pickin’ 

Potlucks and Jams on the 

2nd Sunday of each month in 

Alameda and Contra Costa 

Counties.  Potluck from noon 

to 5 pm along with jam session.  

The jams will be held in various 

private homes in Oakland, 

Berkeley and El Cerito.  For 

information and exact location, 

email Metronome7@aol.com 

or visit h
ttp://www.pickinpot-

lucks.com/

MONDAY

•Alameda – Bluegrass Jam every 

Monday at McGrath’s Iris
h Pub 

on the corner of Lincoln and 

Stanton in Alameda, CA.  For 

information, contact Darby 

Brandli at 510-533-2792 or 

email darbyandbruno@com-

cast.net.

•Oakland – Bluegrass Jam at 8 

pm every Monday beginning 

at 6 pm at the Baja Taqueria, 

4070 Piedmont Ave. (near 41st 

Street), O
akland, CA.  For 

information, call Joe Howton 

at 510-547-2252 or email 

TRman2323@aol.com.

•Palo Alto – Old Time Jam ses-

sion, 7 to 10 pm on the first 

and third Monday of every 

month at Fandango Pizza, 

3163 Middlefield Road, Palo 

Alto, CA.  For information, 

call 650-328-0853 or email 

akatiff@sbsglobal.net,

•San Diego  -- O
pen Mic and 

Jam from 6 to 9 pm on the 

4th Monday of every month at 

Godfather's Pizza, 5583 Cla-

remont Mesa Blvd, San Diego, 

CA.  For information, email 

Mike Tatar at staghorn2@cox.

net.

•Signal Hill – Bluegrass Jam 

Session every Monday from 7 

to 10 pm at Curley’s, 1999 E. 

Willow St., Signal Hill, C
A.  

For information, call 562-424-

0018.

TUESDAY

•Berkeley – Bluegrass jam session 

every Tuesday from 7:30 to 

9:30 at the 5th String Music 

Store, 3051 Adaline St., Berke-

ley, CA. The jam is hosted by 

Jacob Groopman of the Don-

ner Mountain Bluegrass Band 

and is open to all skill levels 

and is given in an instructional 

environment.  For information, 

email jgroopman@gmail.com.

•Berkeley -- O
ld-Time Sing Along 

jam from 7:30 - 9:30 pm with 

occasional performances by 

local bands, at Spud's Pizza, 

3290 Adeline (at the corner of 

Alcatraz), B
erkeley, CA.  For 

information, email Larry White 

at laurence.white@gmail.com,

•Dublin – Bluegrass Jam on the 

2nd and 4th Tuesday of every 

month at Dublin Heritage 

Center, 6600 Donlon Way, 

Dublin, CA.  For information, 

call 925-803-4128.

•Escondido – Bluegrass Jam every 

Tuesday from 7 to 10 pm at 

the Round Table Pizza, Ash 

and Washington Streets, Escon-

dido, CA.

•Granada Hills –
 Band perfor-

mance and Bluegrass Jam from 

7 to 10 pm on the 3rd Tuesday 

of every month at Baker's 

Square, 17921 Chatsworth 

Street (at Zelzah) in Granada 

Hills, C
A.  Sponsored by 

the Bluegrass Association of 

Southern California (BASC).  

For information, call 818-700-

8288 or 818-366-7258.

•Loomis – Bluegrass Jam from 6 

to 9 pm every Tuesday evening 

at the Wild Chicken Coffee 

House, Horseshoe Bar & Tay-

lor Rd, Loomis, C
A.  For infor-

mation, call 916-276-1899.

•Palo Alto -- C
eltic Slow Jam 

session from 7 to 9:45 pm 

every Tuesday at Fandango 

Pizza, 3163 Middlefield Road, 

Palo Alto, CA. Hosted by Pete 

Showman.  For information, 

call 408-255-0297.

• San Diego – Bluegrass Jams, 

bands and open mic hap-

pening on the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 

and 4th Tuesday evenings of 

each month. 2nd Tuesday 

– Fuddruckers at Grossmont 

Shopping Center, in La Mesa; 

3rd Tuesday at Fuddruck-

ers on Third Street in Chula 

Vista; and 4th Tuesday at Boll 

Weevils on MiraMesa Blvd 

in San Diego.  2nd and 3rd 

Tuesdays are open mic and 

jams, and 4th Tuesday includes 

a featured band.  Come hungry 

as we get a donation from each 

item sold there.  Just tell them 

you are with the bluegrass club. 

For more information, contact 

Mike Tatar at staghorn@cox.

net.

•Truckee – Bluegrass slo
w jam 

on the 1st Tuesday of every 

month, 6 pm at Between the 

Notes Music Store, Truckee, 

CA.  For information, call Matt 

Milan, 916-276-1899.

WEDNESDAY

•Ben Lomond -- In
termedi-

ate Pickers Jam, 8 pm until 

closing at Henflings Tavern, 

9450 Highway 9, Ben Lo-

mond, CA.  For information, 

call Jered at 831-335-1642 or 

831-336-8811, email jered@

weber-hayes.com or visit w
ww.

henflings.com

•Chico – Bluegrass Jam from 7-9 

pm at A Bean Scene Coffee-

house & Gallery, 1387 E. 8th 

Street, Chico, Ca.  Jam is open 

to all intermediate to advanced 

players.  F
or information, 

call 530-898-9474 or 530-

342-7998, email novakd42@

aol.com or visit w
ww.bfms.

freeservers.com

•Lompoc – Bluegrass Jam from 

7 to 9 pm on the second and 

fourth Wednesday of ever 

month at Southside Cof-

fee Co., 105 South "H" St., 

Lompoc, CA.  For more 

information, call Bill at (805) 

736-8241

•Morgan Hill – Bluegrass Jam 

from 6 to 10 pm on the 1st, 

3rd and 5th Wednesday of ev-

ery month at El Toro Brew Pub 

on the NW corner of Monterey 

and Main Streets in Morgan 

Hill, C
A.  For information, call 

the pub at 408-782-2739 or 

email Dick Simunic at jrsim
u-

nic@hotmail.com.

•Palo Alto – Bluegrass Jam from 

7-10 pm every Wednesday at 

Fandango Pizza, 3163 Middle-

field Road (corner of Loma 

Verde), Palo Alto, CA.  Sign on 

building also says Pommard’s 

Café.  For information, call 

650-494-2928 or visit w
ww.

TheBluegrass.com.

•Placerville – Bluegrass Jam on 

the 2nd Wednesday of every 

month from 7-10 pm at Hid-

den Passage Books, 352 Main 

St, Placerville, CA.  For infor-

mation, call 530-622-4540 or 

530-626-8751.

•San Francisco – Bluegrass and 

Country Jam on the 1st 

Wednesday of every month 

at the Plough and Stars, 116 

Clement St. (between 2nd & 

3rd Ave.), San Francisco, CA.  

For information, contact Jeanie 

or Chuck Poling at 415-751-

1122.

•Santa Rosa – Old-Time and 

Bluegrass jam on the last 

Wednesday of every month 

at The Black Rose Pub, 2074 

Armory Drive, Santa Rosa, CA.  

For more information, call 

Don Coffin at 707-995-0658 

or Ricky Rakin at 707-824-

9376.

THURSDAY

•Berkeley -- Bluegrass Jam session 

at the 5th String Music Store, 

3051 Adeline Street, Berkeley, 

CA.  For information, call Tim 

Hicks at 510-548-8282 or visit 

http://www.5thStringBerkeley.

com

•Chico – CBA Bluegrass Jam from 

6 to 10 pm on the 2nd Thurs-

day of every month at Augie’s 

Café, 230 Salem Street, Chico, 

CA. For more information, call 

530-828-4676. 

•Corte Madera -- M
arin Blue-

grass Jam on the 1st and 3rd 

Thursday of every month from 

7:30 to 10 pm at the Marin 

Lutheran Church, 649 Mead-

owsweet, Corte Madera, CA.  

For information, visit w
ww.

carltonemusic.com

•Los Angeles – Old Time Jam ses-

sion 9 pm to 12 am at the Hy-

perion Tavern, 1941 Hyperion 

Ave., Los Angeles on the 3rd 

Thursday of every month. Free 

admission. For information, 

contact Ben Guzman via email 

at ben@triplechickenfoot.com 

or visit w
ww.myspace.com/tri-

plechickenfoot.

•Morgan Hill – South County 

Bluegrass Jam on the 2nd & 

4th Thursday of each month 

at The Buzz Stop, 17400-1B 

Monterey Road, Morgan Hill, 

CA.  Open jam from 6-10 pm. 

For information, call 408-892-

9157 or email Duane Camp-

bell at dicampbell339@yahoo.

com.

•Napa – Bluegrass and Fiddle Jam 

session every Thursday night 

from 7 to 10 pm in Napa.  For 

information and location, call 

Pat Calhoun at 707- 255-4936.

•Sacramento – Bluegrass jam ses-

sion every Thursday from 7 to 

10 pm at The Fifth String Mu-

sic Store, Alhambra & Streets, 

Sacramento, CA.  For informa-

tion, call 916-442-8282.

•Sacramento – Bluegrass Slow Jam 

from 7 - 10 pm most Th
urs-

days at various Sacramento area 

homes.  C
all John at 916-990-

0719 for dates and location.  

New pickers welcome.

•Sacramento – Bluegrass Jam 

session the 3rd Thursday of 

every month beginning at 7 

pm at Café Refugio Coffee-

house, 1901 Del Paso Blvd., 

Sacramento.  For information, 

contact Matthew Coleman at 

matthewcoleman999@hotmail.

com.

•San Francisco – Bluegrass and 

Old-time music jam on the 4th 

Thursday of every month at the 

Atlas Café, 3049 20th Street at 

Alabama, San Francisco, CA.

•Ventura -- Bluegrass Jam from 

6 to 9:30 pm on the 2nd and 

4th Thursday of every month 

at Zoey's Cafe, 451 E. Main 

Street in Ventura, CA.  All 

skills w
elcome.  For informa-

tion, contact Gene Rubin 

at 805- 658-8311 or email 

gene@generubinaudio.com or 

visit h
ttp://home.earthlink.

net/~generubinaudio/index.

html.

FRIDAY

• Copperopolis – Bluegrass Jam 

session 7 pm on the first and 

third Friday of every month at 

the Old Corner Saloon, 574 

Main Street, Copperopolis, C
a.  

Open to acoustic instruments 

only no drums.  For more 

information, call Mike at (209) 

785-3047.

•Sonora – Bluegrass Jam starting 

at 7 pm on the 2nd and 4th 

Friday of every month at the 

Old Stan, 177 S. Washing-

ton Street, Sonora,CA.  For 

information, email mandobil@

bigvalley.net.

SATURDAY

•Clovis – Bluegrass Jam session 7 

to 11 pm on the 1st and 3rd 

Saturday of every month at the 

Clovis Senior Center, 850 4th 

street, Clovis, C
A.  Th

ere is a 

$1 fee to cover the cost of the 

rental of the hall.  Sponsored 

by the Kings River Bluegrass 

Association. For information, 

contact Gerald L. (Jerry) John-

ston at 559-225-6016; email 

tophawker@yahoo.com or visit 

http://www.KRBLUE.NET.

•Fremont – Bluegrass Jam Session 

on the 1st and 3rd Saturday of 

every month at Mission Pizza 

and Pub, 1572 Washington 

Blvd., Fremont, CA.  For infor-

mation, call 510-651-6858 or 

visit w
ww.missionpizza.com.

•Fresno – Old time fiddle jam 

and dance from 7 – 10 pm 

every Saturday of each month 

at the Senior Citizens Village, 

1917 Chestnut Ave., Fresno, 

CA.  Sponsored by CSOTFA 

Distric
t 2.  For information, 

contact Lynda Emanuels at 

559-924-1766 or email se-

manuels@comcast.net.

•Kingsburg – Bluegrass and Coun-

try jam session and potluck 

from 6-10 pm on the 2nd and 

4th Saturday of every month at 

1450 Ellis S
t., Kingsburg, CA.  

For information, contact Bud 

Cartwright at 559-582-9155 or 

559-582-7680, or email Bud-

Cartwright@comcast.net.

•Long Beach – Jam Session from 

1-6 pm at Fendi's C
afe, 539 E 

Bixby Road, Long Beach, CA.  

For information, call 562-984-

8187.

•Marysville – Regular jam ses-

sion from 3-6 pm on the 1st 

Saturday of every month at 

the Brick Coffee House Cafe, 

Marysville, CA.  For informa-

tion, call -530-743-0413 or 

530 701-5090.

•Redwood City -- Bluegrass Jam, 

noon to 3 pm on the 3rd Satur-

day of every month at Bob's 

Court House Coffee Shop and 

Restaurant, 2198 Broadway, 

Redwood City, C
A. Jennifer 

Kitchen facilitates the Jam and 

her Band "Kitchen Help" may 

be on-hand to add spice to the 

monthly event.  For more in-

formation, call 650-780-0593.

•Sebastopol – CBA Jam Ses-

sion every Saturday from 2 

to 5 pm at Catz Roastery, 

6761 Sebastopol Avenue in 

Sebastopol, CA.  (1st & 2nd 

Saturday – Old-time, bluegrass, 

old-country and more; 3rd 

Saturday – standard Bluegrass 

and last Saturday – pickers 

choice.)  For information, call 

707- 829-6600.

•Squaw Valley – Open Jam and 

Potluck, 5-9 pm on the last 

Saturday of every month at 

the Bear Mountain Library, 

30733 E. Kings Canyon Road 

(Highway 180), Squaw Valley, 

CA.  For information, contact 

Nancy or Henry Zuniga at 

559-338-0026 or 559-476-

0446.

Attention bands, promoters, ven-

ues – if you would like to have 

your performances, 
concerts, 

festivals or jam sessions list
ed in 

Bluegrass Breakdown and on the 

CBA website, please send your 

information to CBA Calendar 

Editor Suzanne Denison at bgs-

breakdown@volcano.net.

Feeling 

helpful?

Contact Rosanna: 

rosanna@

youngconstruction.

com

Volunteer!

CBA members can also receive the 
Bluegrass Breakdown each month in 

pdf form at our website: 
cbaontheweb.org 
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California Bluegrass Association Membership Application
First Name Last Name Spouse:  First Name Last Name
____________________  ____________________                    __________________  ______________________
Address __________________________________  Child(ren) __________________________________________
City ____________________________  State _______  Zip __________  Year of Birth __________________

Phone __________________________  Email: _______________________________

Membership includes 12 issues of the Bluegrass Breakdown, and discount prices for 
all CBA sponsored festivals and concerts.  Band memberships available for out-of-
state bands.  Each member is entitled to one copy of the publication.  Please write 
names and addresses on a separate sheet of paper. Prices subject to change 
without notice. Out of United States? Postal rates may be higher, please 
inquire.

Membership Categories:
Single Membership $25.00
With Spouse/other added $30.00
Teens 16-18 (voting) $5.00 each
(Children under 16 included free)
Band Memberships Out of State Only
(3-5 Members) $40.00

Please sign me up for the following:
_____ Single - 1 vote for _____ year(s) @$25
_____ Couple - 2 votes for _____ year(s) @$30
_____ Add ____ voting Children @$5 each

Children’s names and birthdates: __________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

If Senior Citizens (65 and over), please list birth years:
____________________________________________

____ New    ____ Renewal of Member #_____________

Membership Total  $________________

TOTAL ENCLOSED $________________
Please make checks payable to California Bluegrass Association (CBA).  

Mail to: CBA Membership Vice President Larry Phegley
P O Box 1143

Seaside, CA 93955

For information, call  831 233 0448
or email cba.membership14@gmail.com

California Bluegrass Association
Bluegrass Breakdown

is published monthly as a tabloid newspaper at PO Box 152, San Ramon, 
CA 94583, by the California Bluegrass Association.  The CBA is a non-
profit organization founded in 1974 and is dedicated to the furtherance of 
Bluegrass, Old-Time, and Gospel music.  The views of the authors does not 
nessesarily reflect the views of the CBA or its Board of Directors. Member-
ship in the CBA costs $25 a year and includes a subscription to the Bluegrass 
Breakdown.  A spouse’s membership may be added for an additional $5 and 
children between 13 and 18 for $1.00 per child.  Children 13-18 who wish 
to vote will have to join for $10.00.  Names and ages are required.
 Band memberships are only available for the out of state bands; cost 
is $40.  Subscription to the Bluegrass Breakdown without membership is 
available only to foreign locations.  Third class postage is paid at Stockton, 
California.  Bluegrass Breakdown (USPS 315-350).  Postmaster please send 
address changes to:  Bluegrass Breakdown, P.O. Box 152 San Ramon, CA 
94583.   Copy and advertising deadline is the 1st of the month, one month 
prior to publication (i.e. February  deadline is January 1st, etc).     
 Members are encouraged to attend all board meetings. Please contact 
any board member or call the CBA office at 209-588-9214 for information 
and directions.
           Please send all contributions and advertisements to:

Mark Varner, editor - P.O. Box 1245, Boulder Creek, CA 95006
831-338-0618 -- email mrvarner@ix.netcom.com

Visit our Web Site at: www.cbaontheweb.org
Editor .........................................................................Mark Varner
Publicity Director/Breakdown contributing writer....George Martin
Columnist ............................................................. Roger Siminoff
Columnist ................................................................. Allan French
Columnist ..................................................... Eileen Kleinschmidt
Columnist ............................................................... Darby Brandli
Columnist................................................................Cliff Compton
Columnist .......................................................................Joe Weed
Columnist .............................................................. Geff Crawford
Columnist ...............................................................Wayne Erbsen
Photography............. ......................... Bob Calkins, Mike Melnyk
Graphics.........................................Stephen Johnson, Mark Varner
Recording Reviews & Interviews ..........................Brenda Hough
©2010 California Bluegrass Association.  All Rights Reserved.  Reprint requests 
must be made in advance by contacting the Editor.

Bluegrass Breakdown  Advertising Rates
Display Advertising
Full Page- 10” wide X 12.75” high ......................... $255.00
Half Page  - horizontal -- 10” wide X 6.5” tall ....... $144.00
Half Page - vertical -- 4.5” wide X 12.75” tall  ...... $134.00
Quarter Page 4.5” wide X 6.5” tall ........................... $70.00
Business Card - 2 columns wide (3 7/8”) X 2” tall  .. $35.00
 Flyer insertion is available. Inquire for cost. 
 Other sizes of advertising are available. Discount pricing is applied to pre-paid ads running 3 
months, 6 months or 12 months. Please call 831-338-0618 or email: mrvarner@ix.netcom.com for 
further information.
 Advertisements should be submitted as PDF (or other approved format) files either on disc, CD or 
via e-mail.  Advertisements can be produced by the editor upon request if artwork and photographs are 
submitted in advance. 
 Advertising proofs can be FAXed or e-mailed upon request if typesetting and/or layout is required.  
Please allow at least 5 extra days for production.
 Special rates are in place for festival issues, due to the greater amount of issues printed and copies 
distributed. This is usually 200% of the regular rate, but the Board of Directors of the CBA reserves the 
right to change the policy at their discretion.  Please contact the Editor for more details.

Classified Advertising
 The current rates for classified ads are based on 3 1/2 inches of typed copy and are as follows:  
$8.00 for the first three lines and 50¢ for each additional line. 
 All advertising must be paid for in advance unless prior arrangements have been made for billing.  
A 12% late fee will be charged if advertising invoices are not paid within 60 days of billing.

Make checks payable to the California Bluegrass Association and send check and ad to: 
Mark Varner, Editor Bluegrass Breakdown

P.O. Box 1245, Boulder Creek, CA 95006
Phone 831-338-0618 or email mrvarner@ix.netcom.com

Ads can be uploaded to the CBA FTP site at: http://www.cbaontheweb.org/AdUpload.asp

Four color ads
................$320.00
................$180.00
................$170.00
..................$90.00
..................$45.00

Black & White ads

Save trees! Get your 
Bluegrass Breakdown 

electronically. 
Contact Larry at

cba.membership14@
gmail.com

and let him know you don’t 
need USPS delivery.

Looks like a 
membership 
application!

TERMS OF TICKET SALES FOR CBA EVENTS. Festivals, concerts, and 
other events sponsored by the CBA are held rain or shine, and there will be 
no refunds or rain checks.  In the event a festival, concert, or event is can-
celled due to natural disaster, fire, or act of God, CBA will not give refunds 
but will allow valid ticket holders to have admission to the following year’s 
event free of charge.  Artist schedules and performance times are subject to 
change without prior notice. 

    
    W

hat’s this?!
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Bluegrass Jam Camp at Costanoa
Costanoa Lodge, Pescadero, CA  March 3-6 (Tues./Fri.)

between San Francisco and Santa Cruz
site of Brookdale Bluegrass Festival, March 6-7 [brookdalebluegrass.com]

Tuition $225 for three days 9:30am-5:30pm, with early discounts.
Special Pre-camp HALF-DAY for new players!

Intro to Jamming: Tues., March 3, 3:30-5:30 + 7:30-9:30 pm, $45
Recommended for those who have never jammed before.

“A masterful job at creating 
a safe environment for us to 
learn in. Everyone in my group 
has led, played solos, and 
sung a song.”

Wide variety of convenient accommodations, 
from camping to camping bungalows, cozy 
upscale cabins to Lodge rooms. For best 
discount rate, call 650-879-7307, speak 
with Teri. View the beautiful environs and rooms 
at Costanoa.com. Reserve with Teri by phone. BGjam.com

All bluegrass
instruments welcome!

• Hands-on learning in large and small groups
• Learn many bluegrass standards
• Gentle tempos! Mistakes expected
• The rules of typical bluegrass jams
• How to lead songs and follow new songs
• How to find melodies, fake solos, sing harmony
• Ear skills taught and used, as in real bluegrass
• Tab/note reading not used

• No jamming experience needed
• You will be jamming the first day!
• ONLY REQUIREMENT: G, C, D, A chords

... Click Classes/Camps

To register, or for more information,

“So much 
more fun 

than sitting 
on the couch 

playing 
alone.”

“I have been waiting 
to start playing real 
bluegrass with people 
for quite a while,
and now I can.”

After a great time last year,
Joan and I are excited to be hosting 

the camp again. Hope you can join us!
– Pete Wernick

“The learning curve is amazing
in this jam class setting.”
“We were all beginners but  now 
we feel we have experience.”

“I can hardly believe how much
we learned in such a short

period of time.”

Presented by Pete & Joan Wernick

CBA YOUTH ACADEMY
Father's Day Bluegrass Festival         June 17-20, 2015

Grass Valley, California
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 Happy New Year to all.  The 
Great 48 Hour Jam in Bakersfield 
is almost upon us and I hope to see 
many of you there where we can 
ring in the year bluegrass style!  This 
event gets bigger and more fun year 
to year.  It is a time to meet up with 
all our bluegrass relatives from the 
north and south of the state.  We 
hold a CBA Board meeting on Sat-
urday (open to the public) and it is 
a place where you can join the CBA, 
register a child in the 2015 Youth 
Academy, purchase Early Bird tick-
ets to the 40th Annual Father’s Day 
Bluegrass Festival, donate instru-
ments to our Lending Library and 
donate money to our Youth Acad-
emy scholarship fund and/or the 
Youth Program.  I will again sit at 
a table and introduce you all to our 
Association and to our events.  Bring 
a checkbook, a credit card or cold 
cash and I will exchange your money 
for something special in 2015.
 David Brace, Board member 
and Director of the Father’s Day Fes-
tival, and I attended a meeting with 
other event producers at the Nevada 
County Fairgrounds in November.  

Nevada County is rapidly becoming 
a music mecca with the Father’s Day 
Festival, Strawberry Music Festival, 
California World Fest, the Celtic 
Festival and Music in the Mountains 
all producing events there during 
the summer/early fall.  We reviewed 
the 2014 season and began to make 
plans for 2015.  It is always wonder-
ful to meet face to face with those 
who produce similar events and to 
share ideas and information.  The 
Fairgrounds staff were very pleased 
with the 2014 season and look for-
ward to a successful 2015.
 The CBA is the only event that 
allows pets to attend and we were 
reminded that ONLY Service An-
imals are allowed in the inner Fair-
grounds and that dogs must remain 
on a short leash in the camping area 
and pet owners must pick up after 
their animals.  We had some com-
plaints last year that a few inconsid-
erate pet owners were present with 
their animals and there were reports 
of dogs off leash or on a long leash, 
dogs chasing ducks and geese and 
dog excrement left on the grounds 
and dogs in the audience area.  The 

CALL TO ORDER
 Tim Edes, Chairman of the 
Board, called the meeting to order 
at 10:00 AM on Saturday, No-
vember 22 at the Brandli house in 
Oakland.

ROLL CALL
Board Members Present:  
 Tim Edes, Montie Elston, 
Steve Goldfield, Dave Gooding, 
Mark Hogan, Jim Ingram, Maria 
Nadauld, Larry Phegley, Geoffrey 
Sargent 
Board Members Absent:  
 David Brace, Jack Hyland
Officers Present:  
 Darby Brandli, Colleen Ho-
gan, (Rick Cornish & Bruno 
Brandli attended a portion of the 
meeting.)

SETTING OF THE AGENDA
 The Board approved the meet-
ing agenda with two additions.

APPROVAL OF THE 
OCTOBER 2014 BOARD 
MEETING MINUTES
 The October minutes were 
approved as written.

PERSONS DESIRING TO 
ADDRESS THE BOARD ON 
UNAGENDIZED ITEMS
 None

OLD BUSINESS 
Great 48 Update:
 Larry Phegley reported the 
following: 
-Thurs. night Brothers Barton and 
Mojave Soul are performing at 
9pm in the Presidential Suite
-Friday night is Michael Cleveland 
-Saturday the Board Meeting is 
scheduled 11:00AM -1:00 PM in 
the Lakes Room 
-Sat. night is open mike “Kids on 
Stage” and Band Scramble

-9am Sunday is a gospel band in 
the Sierra Room
-We have met the hotel’s room 
minimums. There are more rooms 
reserved this year than last. 
-There will be a CBA membership 
table with information about up-
coming events
-The only unresolved issue is 
sound. 

Contracted Bands for 2015:
 There are four contracts out-
standing for FDF 2015, which we 
expect to receive by early Decem-
ber.

ASCAP:
 The CBA needs to designate 
someone to negotiate with AS-
CAP regarding their fees. Mon-
tie will contact Whit Washburn, 
CBA legal advisor, to discuss.

NEW BUSINESS
SF Area VP Resignation and 
Replacement:
 Chuck Poling resigned as San 
Francisco Area Activities VP.  The 
Board approved appointing Ted 
Kuster to replace Chuck.

GV Fairgrounds Meeting 
Report:
 The Board briefly discussed 
the meeting that Darby Brandli 
and David Brace had with the Ne-
vada County Fairgrounds.  

Bluegrass Unlimited Advertising 
Budget:
 The Board approved running 
three 2/3 page ads in Bluegrass 
Unlimited in January, March and 
May to advertise the 40th anniver-
sary Father’s Day Festival and Mu-
sic Camp.  

Western and Swing Jam at Great 
48: 

 A request came for the CBA 
to sponsor a Western and Swing 
jam at The Great 48. The Board 
agreed we don’t need to officially 
sponsor a jam like this; however 
we can help direct people to spe-
cific jams by posting locations on 
a whiteboard in the Presidential 
Suite.

Contributions for Regina 
Bartlett Memorial:
 Individual Board Members 
contributed money to help cover 
the memorial for Regina Bartlett. 

Chico Concert Series:
 The Board agreed to support a 
concert series in the Chico area in 
2015, coordinated by Lucy Smith, 
Butte/Tehama Area Activities VP.

REPORTS
Executive Committee Report: 
 The Executive Committee 
discussed three items between 
Board Meetings: 
-Contributions for Regina Bartlett 
Memorial
-ASCAP
-Chico concert series

Membership Report: 
CBA membership as of Nov 1st is 
2446. 

Treasurer’s Report:
 Overall the CBA is doing fine 
financially. Some money has been 
moved to an investment account, 
which the Treasurer does period-
ically. The goal is to accumulate 
enough in the investment account 
to pay in full for a Fathers’ Day fes-
tival in the event of a catastrophe. 

Music Camp Report:
 The Board discussed the terms 
of contract renewal in Closed Ses-
sion. 

Area Activities VP Reports:
-Tim Edes has not received the 
signed AA VP agreements from 
Marcos Alvira yet. He will follow 
up. 
-Mark Hogan (North Bay Coast) 
– The Sonoma County Festival 
lineup for March 14, 2015 is but-
toned up.
-Larry Phegley (South Bay / Mon-
terey Bay) – Jams in his area are 
hurting in terms of attendance, 
partly because it is football season. 
He is looking for new venues in his 
area. 

President’s Report:
-Darby is working with Peter 
Thompson to find venues in the 
east bay for bands routing through 
the area. 

Minutes compiled by 
Colleen Hogan, CBA Secretary

Minutes of the November 22, 2014 - California Bluegrass Association Board Meeting
-She is happy to report that young-
er people are approaching her of-
fering to help out with the Youth 
Program.

Chairman’s Report:
 Tim Edes felt that the agenda 
covered everything he needed to 
discuss.  

CONFIRM TIME AND 
PLACE FOR THE NEXT 
BOARD MEETING
Next meeting:  
 Saturday December 13 at 
10 AM at the River House in 
Modesto.

ADJOURNMENT
 Meeting adjourned at 2:00 
PM.

CBA instituted the pet policy to al-
low people in RVs who travel with 
their pets to bring them.  We never 
intended for there to be an open in-
vitation for everyone to bring their 
animals (my dogs always stay home) 
and we will print the Fairground 
Dog Policy in its entirety in this is-
sue.  
 The Fairgrounds reported to 
us that a flock of Canada Geese are 
now making their home on the Fair-
grounds and dogs and geese are not 
usually compatible.  Please know 
that we have not issued an open in-
vitation for all to bring pets to the 
festival.  There are dog boarding 
locations in the immediate area in-
cluding boarding for about 10 im-
mediately adjacent to the grounds.  
We expect to see fewer dogs June 14-
21, 2015 and hope that most will be 
those animals who travel with their 
owners year round.  We know that 
those of you who choose to bring 
your animals will review the Fair-
ground rules and the CBA rules.
 The Huck Finn Jubilee will not 
be held on the same weekend as the 
Father’s Day Festival this year for the 

first time ever.  Huck Finn will in the 
future be held on the second week-
end in June and Father’s Day falls on 
the third weekend in June this year.  
We are excited that maybe many of 
our friends from BMSCC, SWBA, 
BASC, SDBS, North County Blue-
grass & Folk club will make the trek 
north this year for the first time.  We 
are celebrating our 40th anniversary 
and it would be super to share the 
celebration with others who work 
so hard for their own organizations.  
Heck, many CBAers can also travel 
south for Huck Finn!  
 We have quite a lineup booked 
this year.  It is possible to spend an 
entire week on the Fairgrounds:  en-
roll for the CBA Music Camp ( June 
14-17) and stay for the festival ( June 
18-21).  We have week-long oppor-
tunities for kids:  FunGrass (during 
Music Camp), our instructional 
Youth Academy ( June 17-20), our 
recreational KidFest ( June 18-20).  
Kids on Bluegrass is a performance 
event that occurs during the festi-
val and is a highlight of our festi-
val.   Nevada County has numerous 
opportunities for tourism and fun.  

Drive north this year and join us and 
celebrate our anniversary! 
 Please make this the month to 
join or renew your membership.  We 
have not raised our dues in years and 
years and your active membership 
is important to us.  We are a volun-
teer driven, membership supported 
Association and your active mem-
bership is essential.  We have saved 
your membership number for you 
if you have let your membership 
lapse.  Our advertisers and sponsors 
always want to know how many ac-
tive members we have so our total 
numbers are really important.  Send 
in your $25 or $30 check or pay by 
credit card.  Please make renewal or 
joining your New Year’s resolution. 

FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK - Darby Brandli, CBA President

Darby Brandli

 “Pets are not permitted on the grounds during the Nevada County 
Fair.  Only trained service animals or contracted animal acts are allowed on 
the Fairgrounds.  Under current disability regulations “emotional support 
animals” are not allowed as they are not specifically trained to perform a 
task in support of a person with a disability.”
 The California Bluegrass Association will allow pets (see the Father’s 
Day Festival pet policy) in specified camping areas during the 2015 Father’s 
Day Festival but will follow the Nevada County Fairground policy for 
pets in the “inner” (Music Camp/audience/concession area) Fairgrounds.  
Only SERVICE animals will be allowed within the inner Fairgrounds 
during the CBA events June 14-21, 2015. The CBA will be happy to refer 
interested parties a copy of “Service Dog Laws:  Civil Rights and Legal 
Responsibilities” upon request.  

Nevada County Fairgrounds 
Official Pet Policy

NOTICE
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By Steve Goldfield
 Once again, we invite all mem-
bers of the old-time music commu-
nity to come and camp, jam, square 
dance, and enjoy some wonderful 
music with us in the beautiful Ne-
vada County Fairgrounds in Grass 

2015 Old-Time Gathering at the Father’s Day Bluegrass Festival

Valley on Father’s Day Weekend, 
June 18-21. The fairgrounds is full 
of shade and pine trees; I have en-
joyed camping there for more than 
thirty years. We have more than a 
critical mass of old-time musicians 
to have great jams. Two of our 

CBA Music Camp
panache, humorous, enthusiastic, yet 
graceful and sincere; the same traits 
our music camp instructors share.  I 
believe that one of the hallmark suc-
cesses we can be proud of with music 
camp is how we try to make the mu-
sic accessible to students at all levels, 
and we try to do it with an enthusiasm 
and style that infects everyone passing 
through.
 The part of Bluegrass and Old 
Time history that I am really fond of 
is how the music was shared at home 
between family members and neigh-
bors.  I want to imagine folks gather-
ing at homes of friends and relatives, 
over a potluck of food, to jam and 
pick, making the music a family and 
community event.  Maybe that history 
is part myth part truth but it is some-
thing I believe.  We are carrying on 
that fine tradition and doing it during 
a time when it seems like our sense of 
community is certainly changing or 
maybe even disappearing.  This com-
munity is now an important part of 
my life and one that I didn’t realize I 

was missing until I naively purchased 
this crazy guitar covered by a hubcap, 
that you play with a steel bar, and then 
went to music camp to learn how to 
pick it.  My adventure started because 
all I wanted to do was learn how to 
play the dobro and then it turned into 
something far more important. 
 Most of the Father’s Day Festi-
val main stage acts were signed over 
the past three to four weeks so Peter 
and Janet are frantically contacting 
potential teachers for the 2015 mu-
sic camp.  Stay tuned to the web site 
because we will be posting faculty an-
nouncements as we get the commit-
ments.  One of the wonderful things 
about cooking is that every cook gets 
to personalize the recipe. Recipes are 
just the starting point and really good, 
creative cooks know how to make 
something in the classical style and 
then know how to change it to cre-
ate something unexpected.  Peter and 
Janet are master music camp chefs…
need I say more.  We expect a few 
changes, some to try out something 
new, some changes in response to stu-
dent and teacher comments.  One of 

those changes will be a shorter meal 
line that if not a little cooler, will be 
shadier…but not in the criminal sense.  
I think this might have been one of 
the highest profile issues we had last 
summer.  You can also look forward to 
more of the intensive morning classes, 
and a faculty to do the 40th Father’s 
Day Festival week proud. 
 So start the countdown, mark 
your calendars, set your alarms be-
cause registration for the 2015 CBA 
Music Camp will open on February 
7.  There will be an order form in the 
February Bluegrass Breakdown.
 The 15th CBA Summer Mu-
sic Camp will take place June 14th 
to 17th at the Nevada County Fair-
grounds in Grass Valley, California.  
More information is available at the 
music camp website http://cbamu-
siccamp.com.  And we would like to 
remind you that you can give CBA 
Music Camp as a gift for Thanksgiv-
ing, Hanukkah, Christmas, Kwanzaa, 
Graduation, Birthdays Valentine’s 
Day, and even April Fool’s Day. Check 
it out at our web site.

From page A-1

CBA’s Sonoma County Bluegrass & 
Folk Festival

 The California Bluegrass As-
sociation has enjoyed a fruitful and 
practical partnership in producing 
this event with the Sonoma County 
Folk Society.  It was with them in 
mind that we adopted the former 
date of the old SOCOFOSO, (as it 
is known locally), folk festival, the 
second weekend in March when we 
moved to the community center.  It 
is with a great deal of pleasure and 
pride that the volunteers of both 
these organizations have put togeth-
er a line up of quality entertainers 
in the bluegrass and folk world that 
people have come to expect every 
year.
 This year we will feature Si 
Kahn.  Author, musician, song 
writer, activist and to paraphrase 
his words the non resident, artist in 
residence at Sebastopol’s Main Street 
Theater. Si with his guitar and an ar-
senal of songs covering such diverse 
topics as love, and labor and envi-
ronmental activism has been a high 
profile performer on the folk scene 
for over 50 years.  To quote Rosanne 
Cash, “If the arch of the moral uni-
verse bends toward justice, as Mar-
tin Luther King said, then Si Kahn 
has devoted his life to riding that 
arc. His powerful impulse to service, 
combined with deep compassion, is 
a force of nature. I put Si in the same 
category as Woody Guthrie and Pete 
Seeger,.......”
 The SCB&FF will also be the 
debut performance of the trio of  Dan 
Crary, Bill Evans and Steve Spurgin.  
The guys are top notch professionals 
with long  distinguished careers in 
the bluegrass world and we are very 
happy to have them be a part of our 
program.  Kathy Kallick will bring 
her brand of traditional bluegrass 
to the SCB&FF for the first time in 
several years.  Kathy, who  has also 

appeared on our stage in the past 
with Nina Gerber, is still a fountain 
of great bluegrass songs and anyone 
who has seen her band or listened to 
her music in the last three years must 
surely realize they have been expe-
riencing a golden age in the Kathy 
Kallick Bluegrass Band.  This is in 
no small measure do to her ability to 
attract and keep  top quality musi-
cians, such as mandolinist, Tom Bek-
eney, fiddler, Annie Staninec, multi 
instrumentalist, Greg Booth and 
bassist Carey Black.
 The rest of the line up will in-
clude two of my favorite traditional 
and contemporary bluegrass bands 
in Bean Creek, and Steep Ravine 
and singer songwriters Anne and 
Pete Sibley.  More on these fine acts 
in the February issue of the Break-
down along with descriptions of the 
workshops to be conducted by Steve 
Spurgin, Bill Evans and Dan Crary.  
For more information see the ad in 
this month’s Breakdown (page 18)
or call 707-861-9446 or 707-479-
5529.  Save the date!

MojaviSoul from San Diego.  
 Paul and Loren Barton are The 
Brothers Barton, an American blue-
grass brother duo from Bakersfield, 
CA. With Paul on mandolin and 
Loren on guitar, this brother duet, 
with their haunting vocals, amazing 
musical talent and killer song writing 
continue to blaze their own trails in 
bluegrass and new acoustic music.
 MohaviSoul are a quintet with 
the songwriting and lead vocal duties 
split 50/50 between guitarist Mark 
Miller and mandolinist Randy Han-
son, and together they make a righ-
teous sound. The group is rounded 
out with bassist Orion Boucher, 
Warren O on fiddle, and Jason Weiss 
on banjo. They all harmonize and all 
that’s missing is a little pedal steel 
and they could be a ringer for Hank 
Williams’ Drifting Cowboys at 
times. There’s no percussionist in the 
group (save for the rhythmic plunk 
of Boucher’s upright), which makes 
it sound all the more appropriate 
on Every Second’s lone cover tune, 
a jaunty interpretation of the French 
café jazz of Django Reinhardt and 
Stephane Grappelli’s “Minor Swing.”

 Saturday brings an opportunity 
for kids to go on stage, a band scram-
ble, and open mic.  This will start at 
8PM in the California Room at the 
DoubleTree.
 There will be a teen jam suite 
again this year.  Ask at the welcome 
table its location if you want to join 
with that group.  
 Once again the Great 48 will 
present a group of workshops.  
Teachers will be Jennifer Kitchen: 
bass; Jonathan Bluemel: banjo; Dave 
Rietz: mandolin; Gail Reese: fiddle; 
Josef Tucker: guitar; Tina Louise 
Barr: autoharp. A schedule will be 
available at the event. Be sure and 
arrive at the assigned room early be-
cause these workshops are very pop-
ular.
 This is developing as one of the 
best Great 48’s yet.  So come out and 
support live music.  Bring a friend 
with you.  .  It’s the best way to intro-
duce new people to the live perfor-
mance experience.  

 Friday the Kiwanis will be 
presenting Michael Cleveland and 
Flame Keeper.  Advance tickets 
are $20 until January 1 from  Gary 
Young by sending a check or money 
order to 3101 Victoria Way, Bakers-
field, CA 93309.  You may call Gary 
with questions at 661 979 0786.  
This is a fund raiser for Leukemia re-
search.  
 Award-winning fiddler Michael 
Cleveland brings dynamic tradi-
tional bluegrass to the stage with his 
award-winning band, Flamekeeper, 
in a show that will leave the audience 
talking. A nine-time winner of the 
International Bluegrass Music Asso-
ciation’s Fiddle Performer of the Year 
award, Mike and his talented band 
present a program of tight vocal trios 
and duos, blistering instrumentals, 
and fiddle-and-banjo duets that echo 
the first-generation stars of blue-
grass. The show is rounded out with 
Mike’s dry wit and the band’s sense 
of fun.

Time for CBA Great 48 - Bakersfield January 8-11
From page A-1

headliner bands will play for square 
dances on Friday and Saturday eve-
ning. We will have lots of old-time 
music on stage with the Jumpsteady 
Boys; Blue Diamond Strings; and 
Carl and Judie Pagter and Friends. 
The Jumpsteady Boys are Bruce 
Molsky, Rafe Stefanini, Joe New-
berry, and Mike Compton. Blue 
Diamond Strings are Jody Stecher, 
Kate Brislin, Eric and Suzy Thomp-
son, Paul Shelasky, and Paul Knight. 

In addition, since this is the 40th 
time we have held this festival, CBA 
cofounder Carl Pagter and his wife, 
Judie Pagter, who have played the 
festival many times since it started, 
will lead a band. More bands will 
also be selected to play on Vern’s 
Stage; those will be announced later.
 Of course, there will also be 
lots of great bluegrass on stage, too, 
with David Grisman’s Bluegrass Ex-
perience and reunions of the Ken-

tucky Colonels, Good Old Persons, 
and Bluegrass Patriots, to name 
only a few. Become a CBA member 
and save the cost of membership 
on your festival ticket if you buy 
an early-bird ticket by February 28. 
Camping is included with 3-day and 
4-day tickets. You can also make a 
full week out of it by registering for 
a class at the CBA Music Camp in 
the same location just before the fes-
tival. Old-time music is an integral 
part of the CBA and of the Father’s 
Day Bluegrass Festival. We want you 
to be an integral part of it, too.

Bands, workshops, dances all part of our 
Old-Time Gathering at Grass Valley

From page A-1

Yet another all-star act! Blue Diamond Strings will be part of the 
Old-Time Gathering at Father’s Day Festival 2015. 

Si Kahn comes to Sonoma!

At the Great 48 gathering in Bakersfield, the CBA will offer a one-
time discount of 10% on tickets for the 40th Fathers Day Festival.  

This offer applies only to members of other bluegrass associations for 
the purchase of 3 and 4 day early bird, non [CBA] member tickets.
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her “Old White Horse” is filled with 
the images of shared pleasure and 
the stirring trills of the dobro. Some 
of the old English folk ballads are 
filled with disturbed mothers and 
neglected children and AJ’s “Song 
For Noah” is a remembrance of the 
children drowned by their mother. 
 AJ Lee is fulfilling the prom-
ise that was evident when she first 
started performing, and the future 
will be wondrous as her voice, in-
strumental skills and songwriting 
continue to gather depth and per-
ception.

Review by Brenda Hough

AJ Lee: A Song For Noah
www.aissalee.com
©2014
Song List: Sugar Moon, Not 
Gonna Cry Over You, Ripple, 
Mustard Seed, Old White Horse, 
A Song For Noah.

 AJ Lee has been the little girl 
with the big voice, but now that 
she’s reached the old age of 16, there 
is no doubt that her voice is destined 
to be heard beyond the bluegrass 
genre. Belting out song lyrics with 
conviction is difficult for anyone, 
but AJ puts a fire in the lyrics com-
bined with a sense of believability.  
AJ plays guitar, mandolin and fid-
dle and what she can’t provide in-
strumentally is provided by Robbie 
Mizzone on fiddle, Tommy Miz-
zone on guitar and Marc Doten on 
bass, piano, organ and vocals.  
 The song selection goes beyond 
bluegrass.  Most noteworthy is her 
version of the Grateful Dead signa-
ture piece “Ripple.” Her warm vocal 
is wrapped with melodic guitar and 
dobro that reaches out to the listen-
er.  Bob Willis’ song “Sugar Moon” 
is a beautiful Texas Swing song, and 
AJ gives the song the saucy bounce 
that invites a rendezvous.  Another 
development is AJ’s new skills as a 
songwriter. Her “Not Gonna Cry 
Over You” has a catchy set of lyr-
ics, and a happy assortment of in-
struments including piano, dobro, 
mandolin and fiddle. Her tribute to 

Young California artist’s 
first solo release

enrollees will remain at 8-16 years 
old.  Teacher: student ratio remains 
at 7:1 with a manager on site.
 I recommend you peruse 
www.bluegrasscampsforkids.com 
for a summary of the program and 
a wonderful FAQ section.  Blue-
grass Camps for Kids produces the 
CBA Youth Academy and regis-
tration/payment of fees is through 
us, not them.  There will be faculty 
biographies listed on the website 
later this spring when the faculty is 
finalized.  Kate Hamre, Director of 
BCFK and myself, Liaison to the 
Youth Program, will also be happy 
to answer any questions you may 
have
 There are $100 scholarships 
available (while funds last) and 
they will be issued on a first come, 
first serve basis so early registra-

tion/request for scholarship is es-
sential.  Contact me at darbycba@
gmail.com for information about 
scholarships.  There is no discount 
for CBA membership or siblings 
or early enrollment.
 The CBA Board is gratified 
by the interest, attendance num-
bers and donors for this relatively 
new project.  We are especially ex-
cited to hear the reports from our 
enrollees and their families about 
how wonderful the Academy was 
for them.  Remember, this is a four 
day instructional camp (Wednes-
day through Saturday, June 17-
20, 2015) and a guardian must 
purchase a four day festival ticket 
and be present on the Fairgrounds 
while the enrollee attends the day 
camp.  The registration fee will in-
clude Wednesday night tent camp-
ing for the enrollee and family on 
the Fairgrounds.  The Academy 

ends after a Saturday 3PM concert 
on the Pioneer Stage.  
 Donors to our Youth Acade-
my Scholarship fund are welcome 
to contact me or donate directly 
through the portal on the web-
site.  All donations are tax deduct-
ible and we have used 100% of all 
funds collected each year.  There 
is nothing more gratifying than to 
see how many have donated in the 
past.  Please consider donating or 
actually purchasing a registration 
for a family member, neighbor or 
complete stranger.  
 The CBA dreamed about 
producing an instructional camp 
for kids for years and years and in 
2013 actualized that dream.  We 
know we are helping produce the 
next generation of pickers and fans 
of the music.  We would love to add 
another camp in the future so stay 
tuned. 

CBA Youth Academy registration is 
now open
From page A-1

AJ Lee releases a solo album.

Full hook-up reservation lottery for the 
2015 CBA Father’s Day Bluegrass Festival

Details on page A-27

Last chance!

the pictures on the wall of Morgan 
Hill from a century ago, you move 
back in time.  The old converted 
school house tells you that you are 
in for a great evening of music and 
friends.  A setting where bluegrass 
music should be played…must be 
played.  In the 11 years we have held 
concerts there, the bands always tell 
me it is one of their favorite places 
to play for the reasons just stated.  
Most of these national bands started 
their careers in little venues like the 
Grange and they feel that spiritual 
connection with the audience.  It 
elevates them and the performance.  
 I hope you will come join us on 
February 28 and share the experi-
ence!
 So…. Last month we posted a 
few blurbs about Adkins and Lou-
dermilk and suggested you do your 
homework and find out for yourself 
about these two individuals. I hope 
you did, but in case you didn’t get 
around to it, I will tell you what I 
know.  
 Dave Adkins was the leader of 
the popular band “Republic Steel”.  
Fans are blown away by his power-
ful and impressive vocals, as well as 
his songwriting and guitar skills. He 
lives in Elkhorn City, Kentucky and 
began playing and singing when he 
was just eight years old. Dave spent 
two years playing Bluegrass at Dol-
lywood when he was seventeen. His 
musical background includes both 
country and rock and spans over 
twelve years. In 2010 he returned 
to the genre that was his first love, 
Bluegrass. Dave received a 2013 
SPBGMA nomination as Male Vo-
calist of the Year in the Contempo-
rary category. In November 2013, 
Mountain Fever Records released 
the first single (Pike County Jail) 
from Dave’s solo album, “Nothing 
to Lose”. The single went high in the 
charts and has remained there for 
over a year.

 Edgar Loudermilk has music 
running through his blood. A rela-
tive of the famous Louvin Brothers, 
Edgar started playing guitar and 
mandolin in his family’s band at the 
age of 9. It did not take long before 
he was getting offers from several 
folks to work for them. Edgar has 
played in bands such as Carolina 
Crossfire, Rhonda Vincent & The 
Rage, Marty Raybon & Full Cir-
cle, and most recently with Russell 
Moore & IIIrd Tyme Out. He and 
his wife, Sonya have two daughters. 
They reside in Eastanollee, GA.  In 
addition, Edgar has played on our 
stage twice; once with Marty Ray-
bon, and once with IIIrd Tyme Out.  
He has definitely become a fan fa-
vorite and a good friend of the Cali-
fornia Bluegrass Association. 
 Glen Crain has been around 
music all his life. He started playing 
drums as a small child, and as a teen-
ager learned to play bass. At the age 
of 25, he started learning DOBRO 
and lap steel. Glen has performed 
with numerous bands over the years 
and enjoys all types of music. But, 

his passion is bluegrass. He spent ten 
years with a Greenville, SC based 
bluegrass band called The New Dix-
ie Storm. “Playing with Adkins and 
Loudermilk is like getting together 
with old friends and playing music. 
These guys are fun. I’ve always loved 
family harmony, and they sing to-
gether like family, a refreshing new/
old sound,” says Glen. When Glen 
is not playing music, he enjoys his 
family and friends, and his home in 
Clearmont, Westminster, SC. Glen 
and his wife Lynn enjoy traveling on 
their Harley Davidson Electra Glide 
Ultra Classic and seeing the South.
 I guarantee that the Adkins 
and Loudermilk band will bring an 
outstanding show, just like they did 
at the Plymouth festival last Sep-
tember and like they are doing all 
over the country.  Get ready for one 
heck of an evening!  
 Tickets are available on line at 
www.cbaontheweb.org, or by call-
ing (408) 779-5456, or emailing 
Tim Edes   t.edes@verizon.net   
 Members of the CBA $27 and 
non-members $30. 

A Night at the Grange
From page A-1

CBA Spring Campout
April 13-19

Straight Up Strings at Great 48!
 
Roger Siminoff will be at the Great 48 with the new Straight 
Up Strings for Banjo and Mandolin. Come by his suite and 
learn how these strings can help improve the tone and bal-
ance of your instrument. This is a good time to learn first-
hand the secrets on how these strings were developed and 
see some demos on why they work and how they are differ-
ent. And, of course, if you need strings while you’re there, 
he’ll have some for sale. Call or text him at his cell at the 
festival: 805.801.8750 to find out where to find him.

CALIFORNIA MADE SINCE 1975
Makers of Deering, Goodtime, Vega, Tenbrooks 

Breakdown erratum (yes another one!) 
In the December issue: The Father’s Day Bluegrass Festi-
val article was in error regarding the personnel of the Good 
Ol’ Persons: bassist Bethany’s last name is spelled Raine.
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BANJO LESSONS WITH ALLEN HENDRICKS of Hendricks Banjos, the California Quickstep and 
formerly of the South Loomis Quickstep.  I teach all styles of five-string banjo playing that can 
be done with finger picks.  All levels from rank beginner to accomplished player who may need 
additional direction to take his or her playing to a higher level.  Private individual lessons as well 
as teaching your group to compliment each other’s styles and abilities.  I teach at my own private 
studio in the Sacramento Area.  I also teach in my home just north of Placerville.  I play banjo, I 
make banjos, and I sometimes buy and sell banjos and other stringed instruments.  For further 
information or to schedule lesson times, please call 916-614-9145 or 530-622-1953.

CBA 
CLASSIFIED 

ADS

LESSONS

Stephen Mougin
www.stephenmougin.com
Director of Bluegrass, Bethel 
University
IBMA Board of Directors

 There is a wonderful musical 
opportunity for young people of 
college age: the Bethel University 
“Renaissance Department” Blue-
grass Bands! We currently have 
two touring Bluegrass bands with 
plans to add three more by fall 
of 2016. Each of our students re-
ceives a scholarship to play Blue-
grass, and then study in any field 
they are interested in. Pick - get a 
degree in Business/Healthcare/Ed-
ucation/Etc!
 I’m the Director of Bluegrass 
at Bethel and have been in the 
Bluegrass industry for most of my 
life. I currently play with the Sam 
Bush Band, and have toured/per-
formed with Audie Blaylock, Spe-
cial Consensus, Jim Lauderdale, 
Randy Kohrs, Melonie Cannon, 
and many others. My studio and 
label (Dark Shadow Recording) 
has release albums on Becky Buller, 
Nedski and Mojo, The Rigneys, as 
well as producing and recording 
projects for Breaking Grass, The 
Bankesters, and a host of others.
 In the spring of 2015, Beth-
el Bluegrass students will be per-
forming at Merlefest and the Big 
Lick Bluegrass festival as well as a 
full schedule of smaller concerts 
and churches.
 Bethel University is located in 
the beautiful west Tennessee town 
of McKenzie (about 2.5 hours 
from Memphis, 2.5 hours from 
Nashville, and an hour North of 
Jackson). The school has 1400 stu-
dents on campus and, therefore, a 
20:1 student/teacher ratio. Stu-
dents receive a free laptop, campus 
gym membership, and access to all 
Bethel U events. A 24/7 Campus 
Security is enhanced by dorm vis-
itation hours and constant moni-
toring both by a resident assistant 
and a resident director. The Uni-
versity also offers free tutoring to 
all students.
 In addition to the Bluegrass 
Bands, Renaissance offers: Mass 
Choir (currently 110 voices), Vo-
cal Authority (16 voice with full 
rhythm section), Southern Gospel 
Quartet, Theater (musicals, one-
acts, plays), Orchestra, Drumline, 
Technical (sound, lights, set de-
sign).
 If you have any enthusiastic, 
college-age bluegrass pickers (or 
other), this is an amazing oppor-
tunity to help offset the cost of a 
college education!
 Please feel free to contact 
me with any questions about our 
program! If you would be kind 
enough to share this with your as-
sociation, it would be greatly ap-
preciated!
 Anyone interested in setting 
up an audition, or asking ques-
tions, please email mougins@
bethelu.edu.

College 
opportunity for 
young ‘grassers
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By Larry Baker
 To our dedicated Bluegrass 
friends, valuable volunteers, sup-
porters, sponsors, and fans: 
There comes a time in life when 
we all have to cut back and enjoy 
things from a different perspec-
tive; more relaxation, less stress, 
traveling, exploring, new adven-
tures, and visiting with family and 
friends. That time has come for 
Sondra and me. 
 After producing 34 festi-
vals over the past 12 years, we 
have come to the end of the road 
for both “Bluegrass in the Park” 
(Yuma, AZ.) and “Bluegrassin’ in 
the Foothills” (Plymouth, CA.). 
 2014 was our last year for 
both of these Festivals. Not to 
worry, you can get your Bluegrass 
Festival fix (L&S Style) at our 
“Bluegrass on the Beach” festival 
(Lake Havasu, AZ.), held annu-
ally the first week end in March 
(www.landspromotions.com)                                                       
We look forward to providing you 
the finest Bluegrass music festival 
in the Western U.S. We will also 
continue to be at Grass Valley help-
ing with vendors, having our food 
booth and of course the popular 
late night hot dog stand.  
 When we started Festivals in 
2003, our goal was to provide the 
Bluegrass community with great 
live music featuring world class en-
tertainment (L & S Style)!  In addi-
tion, we strived to provide superior 

sound, arts and crafts, 
great food, a “Kids on 
Stage Program”, jam-
ming, lots of laughter 
and as many ameni-
ties as reasonably pos-
sible….we hope we 
brought you that and 
more!
 We would like to 
thank all of you who 
hung in there and 
supported us over the 
past 12 years…We 
could not do it with-
out you!
 We have been so 
lucky to be in a po-
sition to bring you a 
festival (Plymouth) 
that turned out to 
be what many have 
called: “The Best 
Little Festival in the 
West”. We have met 
and made so many 
new friends and are 
proud of our accom-
plishments. In addi-
tion to the “one of a 
kind” bluegrass fans, 
we also want to thank 
our valuable and dedicated vol-
unteers, sponsors, and all those 
who helped year after year. How 
lucky are we? For the majority of 
the time we have had to turn vol-
unteers away because we had too 
many who wanted to be part of our 

festival. A great position to be in! 
Thank you for the great memories 
and friendships.
 Thanks so much and we will 
see you all down the Bluegrass 
Highways!  
 Life is truly good For L&S !

Plymouth’s “Bluegrassin’ In The Foothills” 
and Yuma’s “Bluegrass in the Park” to end

Sondra and Larry Baker of L&S Promotions
Photo: Dick Estel

Sierra Nevada Big Room events
TUESDAY, JANUARY 6, 2015: 
THE DEAD WINTER 
CARPENTERS
 Dead Winter Carpenters cap-
ture the freedom of the road with 
the kind of energy that is guaran-
teed to fill the dance floor. This 
North Lake Tahoe-based band 
blends Americana roots-rock with 
a tinge of straightforward “tell-it-
like-it-is” and has found consid-
erable national success with top 
level festival and theater dates 
booked around the country. Tick-
ets: $15, on sale on December 7.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 13, 
2015: AN EVENING WITH 
JOHN MCCUTCHEON
 Dubbed one of the country’s 
best songwriters by Pete Seeger, 
McCutcheon paints intimate, 
insightful and often hilarious 
visions of Americana and has a 
catalog of hundreds of songs that 
performers throughout the world 
have covered. His classic “Christ-
mas in the Trenches,” has been 
repeatedly cited as the greatest 
anti-war song ever written. Critics 
reserve their most lavish praise for 
McCutcheon’s skill with the rare 
and beautiful hammer dulcimer, 
an instrument on which he is an 
undisputed world master. Tickets: 
$20 on sale on December 14.
 For more information con-
tact Bob Littell at music@sierra-
nevada.com.
 For all Big Room perfor-

mances: doors open at 6pm and 
music starts at 7:30pm (unless 
otherwise noted). A full dinner 
is available for $15 from the time 
doors open to the beginning of 
the evening’s entertainment. All 
sales final. No refunds, please.
 Tickets for all shows may 
be purchased in the Gift Shop 
at Sierra Nevada Brewing Co. 
or online at www.sierranevada.
com. Gift Shop hours are Sunday 
- Thursday 10:00am - 6:00pm 
and Friday - Saturday 10:00am - 
7:00pm. To encourage the family 
participation in the enjoyment of 
live music, our shows are all-ages 
friendly.

CBA Youth Academy—2015 Registration Form
Note:  Registration for the Youth Academy will begin January 1, 2015. In order to register a student, the guardian(s) must purchase a 40th Annual Father’s Day Festival 
4 day ticket.  We require that a guardian(s) be present on the Nevada County Fairgrounds during the Academy. Guardians will be responsible for dropping the enrollee 
off for camp, for providing a bag lunch (we will provide snacks) and for picking the enrollee up after camp.  The camper/guardians will attend the Festival during the 
four day camp period. The Academy will begin the day before the festival on Wednesday, June 17, 2015 and will end after an afternoon performance on Saturday, 
June 20, 2015. The registration fee of $300 for the four day camp must be paid  to the California Bluegrass Association Youth Program and verification of a festival 
ticket will be completed and then the registration process will be continued with a link to the Bluegrass Camps for Kids program (www.bluegrasscampsforkids.com),
All health release forms, requests for and schedules for instrument Blocks and Camp materials will be handled by the Bluegrass Camps for  Kids who will officially 
administer the Academy.  Registration may be done on-line at www.cbaontheweb.org or sent to Darby Brandli, 2106 9th Avenue, Oakland, CA 94606.  Upon 
completion and verification of registration, the guardian will be contacted and instructed on next steps.  Any questions about registration process or the Youth Academy
may be directed to Darby Brandli at darbycba@gmail.com or telephone 510 735-6364.
Name of Guardian___________________________________
Name of child____________________Birthdate______

                            l
Address___________________________________________________________________________________

Town________________________________________________State___________Zip___________________

E-mail or Fax______________________________________________________________________________

Phone, home:________________________ cell:________________________ work:_____________________
$__________ Tuition 
$__________ Contribution to scholarship fund (optional--help a low-income camper come to camp!)
$__________ Total amount enclosed

Send this form with payment (checks payable to CBA Youth Program) to: Darby Brandli, 2106 9th Avenue, 
Oakland, CA 94606 and you will be directed to Step Two of the registration process.

John McCutcheon.
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 Northern California banjo stalwart 
Bill Evans has been laying low these last 
several months, cutting back on touring 
and workshop dates while finishing up 
his new book Bluegrass Banjo For Dum-
mies, the sequel to the best-selling Ban-
jo For Dummies. With the new book 
now largely finished, Bill kicks off 2015 
in a big way with banjo workshops and 
“Banjo in America” concerts in Rose-
ville (1/10) and Arcata (1/18) followed 
by an 11-date West Coast concert and 
workshop tour with banjo great Alan 
Munde. 
 Here’s all you need to know to catch 
Bill in northern California this month:

Saturday, January 10: Roseville (Sacra-
mento area), Bluegrass Banjo Jam Sur-
vival Skills Workshop, The Strum Shop, 
408 Roseville Square, 4 to 5:30 p.m. 
$40 admission. If you’re looking to gain 
more confidence playing with others, 
this is for you! Topics include the role 
of the banjo in a jam, how to accom-
pany singers and other instruments, us-
ing your ear to hear chord changes and 
learning to follow the guitar, vamping, 
roll patterns and up-the-neck backup, 
using fill-in licks, negotiating kick-offs 

and endings, and using the capo to play 
in all keys. Tab examples will be present-
ed for everything that will be covered in 
the session but it’s not necessary to read 
tab well to get a lot out of this work-
shop. Audio and/or video recording is 
encouraged. Info at thestrumshop.com.
 
Saturday, January 10: Roseville (Sac-
ramento area), The Banjo In America, 
The Strum Shop, 408 Roseville Square, 
7 p.m. concert. In the last two years, 
Bill has presented his solo show, featur-
ing over 250 years of music played on 
up to eight historical instruments, on A 
Prairie Home Companion with Garri-
son Keillor and with the San Francisco 
Symphony. From bluegrass to classic 
banjo and 19th century minstrelsy, hear 
an unbelievable variety of banjo music 
in this unique concert event. Info at the 
strumshop.com. $15 admission, or $10 
with workshop registration.
 
Sunday, January 18: Arcata, The Banjo 
in America, Arcata Playhouse, 1251 9th 
Street, 7 p.m. concert, 3 p.m. workshop 
(topic to be announced). Tickets $12 
general / $10 students. Info at 707-822-
1575 or visit www.arcataplayhouse.org.

Alan Munde and Bill Evans on teaching tour.

 Banjo Legends Alan Munde 
& Bill Evans – together for the 
first time! This very special, one-of-
a-kind concert and teaching tour 
brings together two of the most 
important and influential blue-
grass banjo players of the last sev-
eral decades, performing bluegrass, 
original compositions, fiddle tunes 
on banjo, beautiful slow songs and 
much, much more. And they’re also 
funny!
 Alan Munde began his long 
career in bluegrass music with the 
1968 recording of Poor Richard’s 
Almanac featuring Sam Bush and 
Wayne Stewart, followed by a tra-
ditional grounding in bluegrass 
music as a member of IBMA Hall 
of Fame member Jimmy Martin 
and the Sunny Mountain Boys.  
In 1972 Alan Joined his college 
picking friend Byron Berline in the 
forward-leaning bluegrass group 
Country Gazette.  Alan continued 
as the anchor of the group for 21 
years.  Along the way, he record-
ed many highly regarded albums 
including Banjo Sandwich, and 
the Festival Favorites series.  Alan 
participated in the 2001 IBMA 
Instrumental Album of the Year, 
Knee Deep in Bluegrass.  His most 
recent recording is a duo CD with 
mandolin player Billy Bright titled 
Bright Munde.  He taught in the 
Bluegrass Music Program at South 
Plains College in Levelland, Texas 
for 20 years.  Alan has also pub-
lished many instructional books 
for Mel Bay, instructional DVDs 
for Texas Music and Video, and 
participated in music workshops 
and camps both in America and 
Europe. To learn more, visit www.
almundesbanjocollege.com and 
www.alanmundegazette.com.
 Bill Evans is an internationally 
known five-string banjo life force. 
As a performer, teacher, writer, 

scholar and composer, he brings a 
deep knowledge, intense virtuosity 
and contagious passion to all things 
banjo, with thousands of music 
fans and students from all over the 
world in a career that spans over 
thirty-five years. In the last two 
years, Bill has performed all across 
North America, Canada, England, 
Russia and Germany and has ap-
peared with the San Francisco 
Symphony and on A Prairie Home 
Companion with Garrison Keillor. 
His book Banjo For Dummies, is 
the world’s most widely read book 
on the instrument and his 2012 
CD In Good Company charted #1 
on the Roots Music Report Folk 
and Bluegrass Charts and the Folk 
DJ-List charts. Over a forty year 
performing career, Bill has played 
with David Grisman, Peter Row-
an, David Bromberg, Dry Branch 
Fire Squad, Hazel Dickens & Alice 
Gerrard, Tony Trischka, and Jody 
Stecher, among many others.  He 
has produced numerous instruc-
tional DVDs and books for Mel 
Bay, AcuTab, Homespun Tapes 
and the Murphy Method. To learn 
more, visit www.billevansbanjo.
com.

Wednesday, January 21: El Cerrito, 
CA, In Concert. Ifshin Violins, 
6420 Fairmount Avenue, 7:30 
p.m. This is Bill and Alan’s only 
California show on this tour. 
$25 admission, reservations rec-
ommended by contacting Bill 
Evans at bill@billevansbanjo.
com.

Thursday, January 22: Bend, OR, 
In Concert.  Tumalo House 
Concert Series, 7 pm concert, 
6 pm pot luck. Contact Mag-
gie Jackson at 541-306-0797 
or musicmag@yahoo.com for 
reservations.

Friday, January 23: Olympia, WA, 
In Concert. Traditions Café, 
300 5th Avenue SW, 8 p.m. 
concert. Info at www.traditions-
fairtrade.com or phone 360-
705-2819. Tickets $20 / $15.

Saturday, January 24: Portland, 
OR, Banjo Mini-Camp for all 
levels for Taborgrass, St. Da-
vid’s Episcopal Church, 2800 
SE Harrison St., 1 to 5 p.m. Bill 
and Alan will each teach two 
75 minute sessions designed 
for beginner/low intermediate 
and intermediate/advanced stu-
dents. $70 admission. Contact 
Greg Stone at 8=971-207-3195 
or grgstone@gmail.com for info 
and reservations. Additional 
workshop info at www.tabor-
grass.com.

Saturday, January 24: Portland, OR, 
In Concert. Bill & Alan in Con-
cert for Abbie Weisenbloom’s 
House Concert Series in Inner 
SE Portland. Reservations rec-
ommended at 503-233-4945.

Sunday, January 25: Olympia, WA, 
In Concert. Nancy’s Farm, 2030 
E. Smith Road, 2 p.m. concert. 
Reservations recommended by 
phoning 360-966-4640. Sug-
gested donation $15. Info at 
www.nancysfarm.com.

Monday, January 26: Vancouver, 
BC, Canada, In Concert. Pacif-
ic Bluegrass & Heritage Society 
concert, Anza Club, 3 @ 78th 
Avenue. Info at www.pacific-
bluegrass.ca.

Tuesday, January 27: Victoria, BC, 
Canada, In Concert, Victoria 
Bluegrass Association concert 
at First Church of Christ Sci-
entist, 1205 Pandora Avenue, 

8 p.m concert, doors at 7:30 
p.m. Tickets $25 door / $20 
members. Info at tickets@victo-
riabluegrass.ca, phone 250-388-
4520 or visit www.victoriablue-
grass.ca.

Wednesday, January 28: Victoria, 
BC, Canada, Banjo workshops! 
Bill and Alan teach bluegrass 
banjo workshops for all levels, 
7 to 10 p.m., location TBA. 
For all level players. Alan teach-
es “The Phonetics of Bluegrass 
Banjo” for beginners/low in-
termediates and “Creating So-
los to Songs” for intermediate/
advanced players. Bill teaches 
“Jam Survival Skills” for begin-
ners/low intermediates and “Up 
The Neck Backup” for interme-
diate/advanced students. $60 
admission / $50 VBA members. 
Contact Alan Law at alanlaw@
shaw.ca for registration.

Thursday, January 29: Chehalis, 
WA, In Concert.  Jackie Lester’s 
House Concerts. For reserva-

Alan Munde & Bill Evans on tour and teaching in the West – January 21 to 31

tions, phone 360-748-6068 or 
email jacklynrissmann@aol.
com. $20 prepaid admission.

Friday, January 30: Kennewick, 
WA, Banjo and Vocal Harmony 
Workshops and In Concert, the 
Mid-Columbia Bluegrass Asso-
ciation presents workshops at 5 
p.m. and a 7:30 p.m. concert, 
Artmil Design, 5601 W Clear-
water Avenue, Suite 109. Info at 
509-551-1913.

Saturday, January 31: Seattle, WA, 
Banjo Mini-Camp! Bill and 
Alan teach a Banjo Mini-Camp 
for all levels of players from 1 to 
5 p.m. at Dusty Strings, 3406 
Fremont Avenue North. $70 fee 
for two 75 minute sessions plus 
a 30 minute session with all stu-
dents. Info at dustystrings.com.

Saturday, January 31: Seattle, 
WA, In Concert. Bill and Alan 
with Miles and Karina, Ballard 
Homestead, 6541 Jones Avenue 
NW, 7:30 p.m. show. 

Bill Evans Banjo workshops & concerts
NORTH VALLEY PRODUCTION 
EVENTS
SATURDAY, JANUARY 17, 2015: Sean Wat-
kins (Co-founder of Nickel Creek) w/ spe-
cial guest Lauren Shera at The Rendezvous at 
7:30pm. (Doors open at 6:30pm). $12 at the 
door.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 10: Wynonna & 
Friends: Stories & Song at the Paradise Per-
forming Arts Center. Everyone has a story to 
tell. And, for Wynonna Judd, those stories have 
been told through song with one of the most 
influential and important voices of our gen-
eration. Come experience the timeless tales of 
her unparalleled artistry as she takes you on the 
revolutionary journey of her 30 year platinum 
career. $60.00 for VIP Reserved
$50.00 for General Reserved

TUESDAY, MARCH 3, 2015:  Martin Sexton, 
playing at The Rendezvous at 7:30pm. Martin 
Sexton’s new album Mix Tape of the Open 
Road is that musical cross-country trip, blaz-
ing through all territories of style, as you cruise 
through time and place. This record is a charm 
bracelet of twelve gems all strung together with 
the golden thread of what Rolling Stone calls 
his “soul marinated voice.” Sexton will perform 
tunes from Mix Tape as well as your favorite 

Chico area concerts

Martin classics on this tour. $22.00 in advance, 
$26.00 at the door 

North Valley Productions | (530) 345-8136 | 
nvproduc@aol.com | P.O. Box 3527, Chico, 
CA 95927

 Doors open at 6:30 PM. Go to www.
chicotickets.com for more information and to 
get tickets.
THE RENDEZVOUS is at 3269 Esplanade, 
Suite 142, Chico  (530)864-2525.

Wynonna Judd.
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�W�i�n�t�e�r�g�r�a�s�s�	�I�n�t�e�n�s�i�v�e�s�W�i�n�t�e�r�g�r�a�s�s�	�I�n�t�e�n�s�i�v�e�s�W�i�n�t�e�r�g�r�a�s�s�	�I�n�t�e�n�s�i�v�e�s
�T�h�u�r�s�d�a�y�,�	�F�e�b�.�	�2�6�t�h�T�h�u�r�s�d�a�y�,�	�F�e�b�.�	�2�6�t�h�T�h�u�r�s�d�a�y�,�	�F�e�b�.�	�2�6�t�h

�V�o�c�a�l�s�	�V�o�c�a�l�s�	�V�o�c�a�l�s�	
with Aofi e O’Donovan & Sarah Jaroszwith Aofi e O’Donovan & Sarah Jaroszwith Aofi e O’Donovan & Sarah Jarosz�	�-�	�f�u�l�l�	�d�a�y�	�-�	�f�u�l�l�	�d�a�y�	�-�	�f�u�l�l�	�d�a�y
�G�u�i�t�a�r�	�G�u�i�t�a�r�	�G�u�i�t�a�r�	
�w�i�t�h�	�G�r�a�n�t�	�G�o�r�d�y�w�i�t�h�	�G�r�a�n�t�	�G�o�r�d�y�w�i�t�h�	�G�r�a�n�t�	�G�o�r�d�y�	�-�	�h�a�l�f�	�d�a�y�	�1�-�4�p�m�	�-�	�h�a�l�f�	�d�a�y�	�1�-�4�p�m�	�-�	�h�a�l�f�	�d�a�y�	�1�-�4�p�m
Mandolin for DummiesMandolin for DummiesMandolin for Dummies  (SOLD OUT)  (SOLD OUT)  (SOLD OUT)
with Don Julin with Don Julin with Don Julin �-�	�h�a�l�f�	�d�a�y�	�1�-�4�p�m�-�	�h�a�l�f�	�d�a�y�	�1�-�4�p�m�-�	�h�a�l�f�	�d�a�y�	�1�-�4�p�m
�A�d�v�a�n�c�e�d�	�M�a�n�d�o�l�i�n�	�A�d�v�a�n�c�e�d�	�M�a�n�d�o�l�i�n�	�A�d�v�a�n�c�e�d�	�M�a�n�d�o�l�i�n�	
with Joe Walshwith Joe Walshwith Joe Walsh�	�-�	�h�a�l�f�	�d�a�y�	�1�-�4�p�m�	�-�	�h�a�l�f�	�d�a�y�	�1�-�4�p�m�	�-�	�h�a�l�f�	�d�a�y�	�1�-�4�p�m
Dobro Dobro Dobro 
with Phil Leadbetterwith Phil Leadbetterwith Phil Leadbetter�	�-�	�h�a�l�f�	�d�a�y�	�1�-�4�p�m�	�-�	�h�a�l�f�	�d�a�y�	�1�-�4�p�m�	�-�	�h�a�l�f�	�d�a�y�	�1�-�4�p�m
Fiddle & Cello Fiddle & Cello Fiddle & Cello 
with Tashina & Tristan Clarridge with Tashina & Tristan Clarridge with Tashina & Tristan Clarridge �-�	�h�a�l�f�	�d�a�y�	�1�-�4�p�m�-�	�h�a�l�f�	�d�a�y�	�1�-�4�p�m�-�	�h�a�l�f�	�d�a�y�	�1�-�4�p�m
Creativity Creativity Creativity 
with Joe Craven with Joe Craven with Joe Craven �-�	�h�a�l�f�	�d�a�y�	�9�a�m�-�n�o�o�n�-�	�h�a�l�f�	�d�a�y�	�9�a�m�-�n�o�o�n�-�	�h�a�l�f�	�d�a�y�	�9�a�m�-�n�o�o�n

�w�w�w�.�w�i�n�t�e�r�g�r�a�s�s�.�c�o�m

Wintergrass Youth AcademyWintergrass Youth AcademyWintergrass Youth Academy
�T�h�.�,�	�F�e�b�.�	�2�6�t�h�	�-�	�F�r�i�.�	�,�	�F�e�b�	�2�7�t�h�T�h�.�,�	�F�e�b�.�	�2�6�t�h�	�-�	�F�r�i�.�	�,�	�F�e�b�	�2�7�t�h�T�h�.�,�	�F�e�b�.�	�2�6�t�h�	�-�	�F�r�i�.�	�,�	�F�e�b�	�2�7�t�h

�d�i�r�e�c�t�e�d�	�b�y�	�d�i�r�e�c�t�e�d�	�b�y�	�d�i�r�e�c�t�e�d�	�b�y�	
Grammy Educator of the Year quarter fi nalist Grammy Educator of the Year quarter fi nalist Grammy Educator of the Year quarter fi nalist 

Beth Fortune & Joe CravenBeth Fortune & Joe CravenBeth Fortune & Joe Craven

Wintergrass Youth OrchestraWintergrass Youth OrchestraWintergrass Youth Orchestra
Now - Sun. March 1, 2014Now - Sun. March 1, 2014Now - Sun. March 1, 2014

directed by ASTA president Bob Phillipsdirected by ASTA president Bob Phillipsdirected by ASTA president Bob Phillips
students perform with students perform with students perform with 

Mr. Sun, Matuto, Mr. Sun, Matuto, Mr. Sun, Matuto, 
Aoife O’Donovan & Sarah Jarosz , Aoife O’Donovan & Sarah Jarosz , Aoife O’Donovan & Sarah Jarosz , 

and Mark O’Connorand Mark O’Connorand Mark O’Connor

O’Connor Method O’Connor Method O’Connor Method 
�T�e�a�c�h�e�r�	�T�r�a�i�n�i�n�g�T�e�a�c�h�e�r�	�T�r�a�i�n�i�n�g�T�e�a�c�h�e�r�	�T�r�a�i�n�i�n�g
Tues Feb. 24-Th. Feb 26thTues Feb. 24-Th. Feb 26thTues Feb. 24-Th. Feb 26th

with Mark O’Connor & Pattie Hopkinswith Mark O’Connor & Pattie Hopkinswith Mark O’Connor & Pattie Hopkins

Aofi e O’DonovanAofi e O’Donovan (Sat/Sun)

Birds of ChicagoBirds of Chicago (Sat/Sun)

�B�l�u�e�b�e�r�r�y�	�H�i�l�l�B�l�u�e�b�e�r�r�y�	�H�i�l�l (Th/Sat)

Caleb Klauder Country BandCaleb Klauder Country Band (Fri/Sat)

Dale Ann BradleyDale Ann Bradley �(Sat/Sun)

Del McCouryDel McCoury (Fri)

Della MaeDella Mae (Sat)

Don Julin & Billy StringsDon Julin & Billy Strings (Th/Sat)

Dust Bowl RevivalDust Bowl Revival (Fri/Sat)

Cahalen Morrison & Eli WestCahalen Morrison & Eli West (Th/Sat)

G Burns Jug Band G Burns Jug Band (Fri/Sat)

I Draw SlowI Draw Slow (Th/Fri)

Jayme Stone & the Lomax ProjectJayme Stone & the Lomax Project (Th/Fri)

Jeff Scroggins & ColoradoJeff Scroggins & Colorado (Th/Fri)

Laurie Lewis & the Right HandsLaurie Lewis & the Right Hands (Sat)

Kathy Kallick & Laurie LewisKathy Kallick & Laurie Lewis ((Vern & Ray tribute)Vern & Ray tribute) (Th/Fri)

�M�a�t�u�t�o�M�a�t�u�t�o (Fri/Sat & special appearance on Sunday)

Mr. SunMr. Sun (Darol Anger, Joe Walsh, Grant Gordy, Ethan Jodziewicz)(Darol Anger, Joe Walsh, Grant Gordy, Ethan Jodziewicz) (Sat/Sun)

Patchy Sanders Patchy Sanders (Fri/Sat)

Sarah Jarosz Sarah Jarosz (Sat/Sun)

The Steel WheelsThe Steel Wheels (Fri/Sat)

The SteelDriversThe SteelDrivers (Fri/Sat)

�T�r�u�e�	�N�o�r�t�h�T�r�u�e�	�N�o�r�t�h (Fri/Sat/Sun)

Faast & BlairFaast & Blair�	�(Th�//Sat/Sun)�//Sat/Sun)�/

�B�l�u�e�b�e�r�r�y�	�H�i�l�l�B�l�u�e�b�e�r�r�y�	�H�i�l�l (Th/Fri)

special guests

Mollie O’Brien & Rich MooreMollie O’Brien & Rich Moore
Darol Anger & Emy PhelpsDarol Anger & Emy Phelps

Wes Corbett & friendsWes Corbett & friends

February 26 - March 1, 2015
Hyatt Regency, Bellevue WA

�Ò�H�o�w�	�C�a�n�	�I�	�K�e�e�p�	�F�r�o�m�	�S�i�n�g�i�n�g�?�Ó
�w�w�w�.�w�i�n�t�e�r�g�r�a�s�s�.�c�o�m
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Joe Weed & Highland Studios

We know acoustic music!
Recording, Editing
Mixing, Mastering

Bluegrass Masters

1(800)354-5580
JoeWeed.com

www.siminoff.net

...every note of every chord
Engineered with compensated down pressures for balanced tone

Banjo: Light, medium, and heavy - Chromium stainless wound fourth string
Mandolin: Medium and heavy - Phosphor bronze wound third and fourth strings

STRAIGHT UP STRINGS
BY SIMINOFF

Introducing...
By Michael Hall
 Al Knoth will celebrate his 45th year of 
bluegrass radio broadcasting with a special edi-
tion of Cuzin Al’s Bluegrass Show on Sunday, 
January 18 on KPIG Radio 105.5FM on the 
Central Coast. 
 Several big bluegrass stars will appear live at 
the Watsonville studios for the expanded broad-
cast, which will begin at 5:00pm, rather than 
the usual 6:00pm. The station can also be heard 
online at <www.kpig.com>.
 Al’s career began at KTAO in Los Gatos. Al 
later moved to KFAT in Gilroy, KHIP in Hollis-
ter, and now KPIG in Freedom (Watsonville).

Al Knoth to celebrate 45 years of 
bluegrass radio

Best Americana Album
Rosanne Cash, ‘The River & the Thread’
John Hiatt, ‘Terms of My Surrender’
Keb’ Mo’, ‘Bluesamericana’
Nickel Creek, ‘A Dotted Line’
Sturgill Simpson, ‘Metamodern Sounds in Country Music’

Best American Roots Song
Rosanne Cash, ‘A Feather’s Not a Bird’
Jesse Winchester, ‘Just So Much’
Del McCoury Band, ‘The New York Trains’
Steve Martin and the Steep Canyon Rangers (feat. Edie Brickell), ‘Pretty Little One’
John Hiatt, ‘Terms of My Surrender’

Best American Roots Performance
Gregg Allman and Taj Mahal, ‘Statesboro Blues’
Rosanne Cash, ‘A Feather’s Not a Bird’
Billy Childs (feat. Alison Krauss and Jerry Douglas), ‘And When I Die’
Keb’ Mo’ (feat. the California Feet Warmers), ‘The Old Me Better’
Nickel Creek, ‘Destination’

Best Bluegrass Album
Earls of Leicester, ‘The Earls of Leicester’
Naom Pikelny, ‘Noam Pikelny Plays Kenny Baker Plays Bill Monroe’
Frank Solivan and Dirty Kitchen, ‘Cold Spell
Bryan Sutton, ‘Into My Own’
Rhonda Vincent, ‘Only Me’

Best Folk Album
Mike Auldridge, Jerry Douglas and Rob Ickes, ‘Three Bells’
Alice Gerrard, ‘Follow the Music’
Eliza Gilkyson, ‘The Nocturne Diaries’
Old Crow Medicine Show, ‘Remedy’
Jesse Winchester, ‘A Reasonable Amount of Trouble’

Bluegrass and Americana 
Grammy Award nominations

By Michael Hall
 The Northern California Bluegrass So-
ciety’s FREE Bluegrass On Broadway Festi-
val will be held January 23-25, 2015 at vari-
ous venues in Redwood City. 
 The Northern California Bluegrass 
Awards Show & Concert will be held on 
Saturday, January 24 at the Veteran’s Memo-
rial Senior Center Theatre. 
 Here are the selections for the 8th An-
nual NCBS Bluegrass Film Festival, set for 
January 25, 2015:

G2-- Mind Over Matter (David Elfgrin, 
Sweden)

 A second generation Stockholm bluegrass 
band comes to the US.

At The Feed & Seed (April Janow & 
Dax Cuesta, (sic) Films, NC)

 A small Southern town welcomes bluegrass 
music.

Mipso In Japan (Jon Kasbe, NC)
 A young American bluegrass band visits Ja-

pan in this short film.
Do What You Love (Katarzyna 
 Kochany, Canada)
 A musical video by an Arizona bluegrass 

Free NCBS Bluegrass On Broadway Festival set 
for Redwood City January 23-25

band.
Banjo Romanika (Lee Bidgood & 
 Shara Lange, TN)
 The story of bluegrass music in The Czech 

Republic.
The Cricket (Andrew Cartoun, Stoney 

Lonesome Productions, CT)
 A short about recording acoustic music in 

the days of the wax cylinder.
Broadcast: A Man And His Dream 
 (Jordan Nance, NC)
 The story of WPAQ Radio in Mt. Airy, 

North Carolina.
 
 The film festival will be held at the Red-
wood City Main Library, Noon-5:00pm. 
 There will be music in the restau-
rants, churches and bars of Redwood City 
throughout the weekend.
 Principal financial support for Blue-
grass On Broadway comes from the Red-
wood City Civic Cultural Commission, the 
Redwood City Public Library, the Redwood 
City Department of Parks Recreation & 
Community Services, John Dabney, and 
other Redwood City-area businesses and or-
ganizations.

Radio celebs: Cuzin Al (right) and 
Ray Edlund.
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Bluegrass Confidential By Chuck Poling
By Chuck Poling
 One of my favorite items on 
the CBA website is the “Hooked On 
Bluegrass” link where members share 
their stories about how they were 
introduced to bluegrass. I find these 
tales fascinating because I learn some-
thing about each member and I find 
myself comparing notes. For some 
folks, getting hooked on bluegrass 
was the result of a dramatic epiphany, 
for others it’s been a gradual process.
 Many members grew up in fam-
ilies where bluegrass and country 
music was a regular part of their lives. 
Others may have heard a record like 
Will the Circle Be Unbroken or seen a 
movie like O Brother Where Art Thou 
that introduced them to a whole 
world of music that they’d never re-
ally noticed before. Some people are 
attracted as much by the friendliness 
of the bluegrass community as they 
are to the music.
 You can find my “Hooked On 
Bluegrass” story on the website – I 
won’t rehash it here except to say that 
when I was a teenager I was thirsting 
for something new, and that some-
thing new turned out to be some-
thing old called bluegrass music. 
Once my interest was piqued, I was 
on the hunt – not sure exactly what 
I was hunting for or where to find 
for it, but fired up and ready to go. 
Through a series of random events I 
ran into a song that blew my mind 
and opened my eyes to the endless 
fun that bluegrass can provide.
 I was in college and looking 
around for anyone who wanted to 
pick any kind of acoustic music. I 
met another student who played ban-
jo and had a collection of records he 
thought I should hear. His collection 
included the classic 70s bluegrass 
album Old and In the Way, which 
I found enjoyable and inspiring. 
But it was another record featuring 
Norman Blake and Red Rector that 
caught my ear and charged my spirit 
(1976 Country Records).
 The opening cut is an instru-
mental version of the old British 
military air “The Girl I Left Behind 
Me” with Blake on guitar and Rec-
tor on mandolin. It’s two minutes 
and forty-three seconds of unbridled 
acoustic joy. It’s just about the hap-
piest tune I have ever heard and the 
way these two artists play it conveys 
the sense of fun they had making this 
record.
 This song had a profound effect 
upon me in several ways. First, it gave 
me a target at which to aim, though 
I still haven’t come close to hitting it 
away 30+ years later. Second, it filled 
(and continues to fill) my heart with 
a happy, almost euphoric feeling that 
made me understand that music is 
more than what you play or listen 
to – it’s a way of life. Lastly, I learned 
about two amazing musicians who 
have been an inspiration to me ever 
since.
 I’ve recently learned that “The 
Girl I Left Behind Me” has quite a 
story of its own, and I’m sure that my 
research has uncovered the tip of the 
iceberg.
 As mentioned above, “The Girl 
I Left Behind Me” was originally a 

British army marching song, dating 
from the late eighteenth or early 
nineteenth century. The song was 
adopted and adapted, and parodied 
by British and American soldiers 
throughout the nineteenth century. 
 Following the battle of Cerro 
Gordo during the Mexican-Amer-
ican War, Mexican Generalissimo 
Santa Ana was forced to flee so quick-
ly that he abandoned his personal be-
longings including his artificial leg. 
Yankee soldiers gleefully sang “The 
Leg I Left Behind Me.”

I am stumpless quite since from the 
shot 

Of Cerro Gordo peggin’, 
I left behind, to pay Gen. Scott 
My grub, and gave my leg in
I dare not turn to view the place 
Lest Yankee foes should find me, 
And mocking shake before my face 
The leg I left behind me

 During the American Civil 
War both Union and Confederate 
armies sang the song. The lyrics as 
put down by contemporaries started 
with this verse:

I’m lonesome since I crossed the hill
And over the moor that’s sedgy
Such lonely thoughts my heart do fill
Since parting with my Betsey
I seek for one as fair and gay
But find none to remind me
How sweet the hours I passed away
With the girl I left behind me

 Confederate soldiers impro-
vised a version that borrowed the 
tune and took aim at one of their 
chief foes:

Old Abe lies sick, Old Abe lies sick
Old Abe lies sick in bed
He’s a lying dog, a crying dog
And I wish that he was dead
Jeff Davis is a gentleman
Abe Lincoln is a fool
Jeff Davis rides a big white horse
And Lincoln rides a mule

 Meanwhile, many German 
immigrants rallied to the Stars and 
Stripes and inspired a version in 
honor of their fellow “Dutchman,” 
Union General Franz Sigel.

I’ve come shust now, to tells you how
I goes mit regimentals,
To schlauch dem voes of liberty,
Like dem old Continentals,
Vot fights mit England long ago
To save de Yankee eagle
Und now I gets my sojer clothes
I’m going to fight mit Sigel

 Following the great tradition 
of soldiery throughout history, 
men from both sides came up with 
a number of colorful lyrics, which 
can’t be printed in a nice family pub-
lication like this.
 The tune of the song was also 
known as “I am Not Twenty” and 
“Brighton Camp,” popular with En-
glish Morris Dancers. 

 “The Girl I Left Behind Me” also 
inspired a painting of the same name 
by the American artist Eastman John-

son, which portrays a young woman 
looking away longingly at her depart-
ed soldier. Johnson had been present 
at the Second Battle of Bull Run and 
was familiar with the popular regi-
mental song.
 I knew about the song from a 
folk song record my family owned and 
from the John Ford cavalry trilogy of 
films featuring John Wayne – Fort 
Apache, She Wore a Yellow Ribbon, 
and Rio Grande. If I thought I knew 
what I was in for when I dropped the 
needle on the Blake/Rector album I 
was delightfully surprised. 
 My first reaction was simply be-
fuddlement, “How do they do that?” 
Then quickly I thought, “Wow, these 
guys sound like they’re having a lot 
fun.” 
 I guess that’s what stayed with 
me all these years – the fun. I’ve won-
dered what it was like to record some-
thing so fun and so joyous with such 
virtuosity. Well, who would know 
better than Norman Blake, the sur-
viving member of the duo. With assis-
tance from his agent Scott O’Malley, 
I arranged a telephone conversation 
with Norman to talk to him about 
playing with Red Rector, recording 
this album, and specifically about 
“The Girl I Left Behind Me.”
 Before I called, I gleaned what-
ever sources I could to find out more 
about these two musicians who have 
so inspired me.
 Eugene “Red” Rector (1930-
1990) was born in North Carolina, 
growing up to the sounds of Bill 
Monroe on the radio. So taken was 
he with Monroe’s sound that young 
Red dedicated himself to faithfully 
reproducing the style of the Father 
of Bluegrass. At 16, he was playing 
with country stars Johnny and Jack 
and rigidly adhering to the Monroe 
Doctrine. His bandmates admit-
ted that he did a great impression of 
Bill, but that he needed to develop 
his own style, and they introduced 
him to the playing of Paul Buskirk 
of West Virginia. Buskirk’s playing, 
which employed more picking notes 
on the lower strings, opened up a new 
non-Monroe world of mandolin play-
ing for Rector.
 Singer-songwriter (and former 
Special Consensus member) Robbie 
Fulks is among Rector’s many admir-
ers and referred to Red’s style in one 
of his blog posts. “He likes to keep 
close to a melody, embellishing it 
with casual-sounding rests and grace 
notes, but never abandoning it to ex-
plore or play scales.” 
 Red’s days at WNOX in Knox-
ville also exposed him to the artistry 
of Jethro Burns, whose swing and jazz 
inflected style knocked Rector for a 
loop. Taking these three main influ-
ences – Monroe, Buskirk, and Burns 
– Red developed his own style that 
focused on melody and super clean 
pickin’, with the occasional rapid-fire 
triplet thrown just to remind you that 
he could play all day like that if he 
wanted to.
 Norman Blake’s name is well 
known to bluegrass and country mu-
sic fans for his virtuoso flatpicking 
on acoustic guitar, his versatility (he 
also plays mandolin and dobro), and 

his association with a wide variety 
of influential performers who valued 
Norman’s talents and sensibilities.
 He was recruited to play guitar 
and dobro on Bob Dylan’s Nashville 
Skyline album, and also toured and 
recorded with Kris Kristofferson and 
then Joan Baez. Johnny Cash recruit-
ed Blake to play in his house band for 
his weekly TV show. 
 Along with John Hartford, Tut 
Taylor and Vassar Clements, he re-

corded the progressive and influential 
Aereo Plain album. He was also part 
of perhaps the most important sum-
mit of country, folk and bluegrass 
music of the era, 1973’s Will the Circle 
Be Unbroken featuring the Nitty Grit-
ty Dirt Band. More recently, Norman 
was featured on the hugely popular 
soundtrack for O Brother Where Art 
Thou. 
 He and his wife Nancy have per-
formed as a duo since the 1970s and 
his latest recording on Plectrafone 
Records, Wood, Wire & Words, show-
cases his talents as a self-described 
“old time country musician.”
 Norman Blake was born in 1938 
in Chattanooga. His association with 
Rector stretches back to his days as a 
teenage picker in East Tennessee.
 “I first met Red Rector in 1953. 
He was playing with Carl Story at the 
time and they were on WNOX in 
Knoxville,” recalled Blake.
 “Red and I were friends and I 
can’t remember whose ideas it was to 
record an album together. Red was 
just always nice to me and I admire 
him as much as any musician you can 
name. He was a bright, easygoing per-
son and never had any pretensions. 
He influenced me very much. He 
maintained his individuality no mat-
ter what he played.”
 Listening carefully to their ver-
sion of “The Girl I Left Behind Me,” 
I noticed similarities in the way both 
stay close to the melody when taking 
breaks and also how the notes seem 
to flow smoothly, like neither of them 
has any bones in their wrist. 
 Blake’s not sure exactly what 
made them so compatible, but what-
ever it was, it produced some great 

music. It also made for an enduring 
friendship between Norman and 
Nancy and Red and his wife, Ernes-
tine “Parker” Rector.
 “Red seemed to appreciate what 
I did. It was kind of a mutual friend-
ship, admiration society,” said Blake. 
“He was the main mandolin influence 
on me”
 There wasn’t much of a back sto-
ry to the song selection for the album. 
In fact, the game plan for the project 
was pretty improvisational. Exactly 
how did they decide what to record? 
“There’s no telling, it was very im-
promptu,” commented Blake. “It was 
a good pickin’ record. We just had a 
good time doing it.”
 Blake remembers “The Girl I 
Left Behind Me” as both a fiddle tune 
and a fife and drum tune and is cer-
tain he heard both growing up in the 
South. Beyond that, it just seemed to 
be the right song to play at the time 
with the right guy.
 A funny thing happened just 
a couple days before I finished this 
article. I ran into a mandolin-pickin’ 
friend of mine on Haight Street who 
was eager to show me a couple of old 
albums he’d just scored at Amoeba 
Records. What should he pull out of 
the bag but County Records No. 755 
– Norman Blake and Red Rector. I 
shook his hand and told him he hit 
the mother lode. 
 I don’t know if the opening cut 
– “The Girl I Left Behind Me” – will 
have the same effect on him as it did 
on me, but I do know that for ev-
ery bluegrass fan there is a song that 
changed the way you thought and felt 
about music. That’s the power of blue-
grass.

Chuck Poling
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The Father’s Day Bluegrass Festival is produced by our volunteer members and promises four days of fabulous music 
on three stages, jamming, workshops, youth programs, the Kids on Bluegrass, Luthiers’ Pavilion, Vern’s Beer and Wine 

Garden and a large concession area with food, drink and crafts. 
Information: 

www.cbaontheweb.org

The David Grisman Bluegrass 
 Experience
The Nashville Bluegrass Band
The Kentucky Colonels Reunion 
Jumpsteady Boys
The Spinney Brothers
Adkins and Loudermilk
The Good Ol’ Persons Reunion
The Bluegrass Patriots Reunion
Keith Little and the LittleBand

with Special Lifetime Member Guests

Blue Diamond Strings
Molly Tuttle and Friends
Carl and Judie Pagter and Friends
Steep Ravine
CBA Music Camp All-Stars
Kids On Bluegrass
CBA Emerging Artist
 Chris Henry 
 & the Hardcore Grass
....and many, many, more acts to 
be announced
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CBA Member Early Bird Ticket Prices  and Senior Citizen (Age 65 and over) Discounts are offered to CBA Members only.   Members are entitled 
to purchase 1 discount ticket for a single membership or 2 discount tickets for a Couple’s Membership.   Deadline for Early Bird  Discount tickets 
is February 28, 2015.  No member Discounts available at the gate.  

~ EARLY BIRD TICKET ORDER FORM ~

Name  
Address  
City 
State _____Zip 
Phone           Email 

Early Bird Discount Tickets
(11/1/14 - 2/28/15)

CBA Member Tickets
4-DayAdult .............................. $110
4-Day Senior (65 & over) ........ $100
4-Day Teen (16-18) ................... $50
3-Day Adult  .............................. $90
3-Day Teen  .............................. $40

Non-Member Ticket Prices 
4-Day Adult..............................$135
4-Day Senior (65 & over) ........ $125
4-Day Teen (16-18)....................$55
3-Day Adult..............................$115
3-Day Teen (16-18)....................$45

Advance Discount Tickets
  (3/1/15 - 5/31/15)

CBA Member Tickets
4-DayAdult .............................. $125
4-Day Senior (65 & over) ........ $115
4-Day Teen (16-18) ................... $60
3-Day Adult  ............................ $105
3-Day Teen  .............................. $45

Non-Member Ticket Prices 
4-Day Adult..............................$150
4-Day Senior (65 & over) ........ $140
4-Day Teen (16-18)....................$60
3-Day Adult..............................$130
3-Day Teen (16-18)....................$45

Single Day Tickets 
No discounts available
Thursday........... Adult $35/Teen $15
Friday................ Adult $50/Teen $20
Saturday............ Adult $55/Teen $25
Sunday...............Adult $35/Teen $15

Please send me the following Early Bird Discount tickets to the CBA’s 40th Annual Father’s Day 
Weekend Bluegrass Festival:

CBA Member Tickets
____  4-Day Adult @ $110
____  4-Day Senior @$100
____  4-Day Teen (16-18) @$50
____  3-Day Adult (Th/Fri/Sat) @$90*
____  3-Day Teen (16-18)  (Th/Fri/Sat) @$40*
____  3-Day Adult (Fri/Sat/Sun) @$90*
____  3-Day Teen (16-18)  (Fri/Sat/Sun) @$40*

Non-Member Tickets 
 ____ 4-Day Adult @$135
____ 4-Day Senior @$125
____ 4-Day Teen @$55
____ 3-Day Adult  (Th/Fri/Sat) @$115*
____ 3-Day Teen (16-18)  (Th/Fri/Sat) @$45*
____ 3-Day Adult  (Fri/Sat/Sun) @$115*
____ 3-Day Teen (16-18)  (Fri/Sat/Sun) @$45*
•Please specify which 3 days

Single Day Tickets
____  Thursday Only @ $35 Mail ticket order form, a SELF 

ADDRESSED, STAMPED BUSI-
NESS-SIZED ENVELOPE,  and check 
or money order payable to the Califor-
nia Bluegrass Association (CBA) to:     

CBA Festival Tickets
John Erwin

375 Las Vegas Street
Morro Bay, CA 93442-1548

For Credit Card orders visit www.cbaontheweb.org. NO REFUNDS. Festival general info at 209-588-9214

Camping is included in all 
3 and 4 day tickets.  Early 
camping opens Sunday, 
June 14.  Camping fees are 
$20 per night per unit (RVs), 
$15 per night per unit (tents) 
on a first come, first-served 
basis from Sunday, June 14 
through Wednesday, June 
17. 

Designated tent camping 
area available. 

Special campsites with 
guaranteed electricity spac-
es @$110 each with ad-
vance reservations (Monday 
thru Sunday).

Handicapped campers who 
need special accommoda-
tions must make advance 
reservations by May 1, 2015.  
Please see this ad next 
month for contact informa-
tion and reservations.

Camping Reservations:
____ nights Pre-festival tent camping 

@$15 per night (first-come, first-
served) for a total of $________

____ nights Pre-festival RV camping 
@$20 per night (first-come, first-
served) for a total of $________

____ Reserved space with guaranteed          
electricity @$110 per space.  
(6/14/15 - 6/21/15)

GATE TICKET PRICES
4-Day Adult $160
4-Day Teen (16-18) $70
3-Day Adult  $130
3-Day Teen (16-18) $55

Children 15 & Under FREE  with 
a paid adult admission.

NO MEMBER DISCOUNTS
ON GATE TICKETS.

CBA Member No. ____________
Date of Order _______________
Total for Tickets ________________
Total for Camping _______________
Total Enclosed______________

Early Bird Discount Ticket Order Form -- Deadline 2/28/15

____  Friday Only @ $50
____  Saturday Only @ $55

 
      ____  Teen @ $15
____  Teen @$20
_  ___  Teen @$25

____  Sunday Only @ $35     ____  Teen @$15

Come and join us for our 40th Annual Fathers’ Day Bluegrass Festival  
at the Nevada County Fairgrounds in Grass Valley, California!  

Four days of family fun, jamming, workshops, Children’s Programs, Luthier’s 
Pavilion, Kids on Bluegrass, camping on site and the best in Bluegrass and Old Time 

Music on stage under the beautiful pine trees.

Things You Should Know
• “Dogs and cats are allowed only in designated camping areas during the festival, none are allowed in the main

 venue area. No pets in tent-camping-only area. Owners must comply with CBA’s policies. Please see our website or 
inquire at 209-588-9214.

•Camping is in the rough on the festival site beginning Sunday, June 14 through Wednesday, June 17  for a fee of $20 
per unit per night  (lots of grass and big pine trees), on a first-come, first-served basis.  Designated tent only camping 
area available.  Guaranteed electric only sites available - see below for fee information.

•Limited number of campsites for handicapped persons.  Advance reservations required by May 1, 2015.  
•Camping during the festival is included in 3 and 4 day tickets.  
•Food and soft drink concessions on site. Picnic baskets and coolers permitted - no glass, please. 
•Bring lawn chairs or blankets for seating. Audience area is a grassy lawn with trees. 
•Festival is held rain or shine -- ABSOLUTELY NO REFUNDS.

Where is the Festival Site?
The Nevada County Fairgrounds is located at 11228 McCourtney Road in the town of Grass Valley, California.  From 
Sacramento, take Interstate 80 east to the town of Auburn.  Take the Hwy. 49 - Grass Valley exit and go north about 28 
miles.  There are signs on the highway directing you to the fairgrounds -- about 2 miles.
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New Members
Timothy Witwer  
Patty and Lou Shrinkle
Terry and Sharon Alford
Melissa and John Bowden
Judith Dickson and Joe Curtis
Mike Ashworth and Melissa Allyn

Renewals
Richard Metz
Dennis and Vickie Swope
Richard and Vel Osborne
Richard and Debra Ferguson
Avery Ellisman  
Leonard and Linda Lebow
Jon DeLong  
John and Diane Jennings
David Kochis  
Ken Roddick  
Gene and Penni Roth
Patrick Campbell  
Erwin and Shirley Eby
Howard Goetz  
Barbara Byrne  
Marcos and Janice Alvira
Manya and Ole Wik
Elida and Thomas Ickes
George and Karen Goodell
Ted Fishman  
Tim and Carole Wenger
John and Celeste Schultheis
Dan and Gerry Lambert
Larry and Sondra Baker
Britt Forman  
Nowell Loop  
Bruce Long  
Frank and Karen Daniels
Harry and Patricia Robinson

CBA thanks its supporters.

List compiled by Larry Phegley, CBA Membership Coordinator

The Old Time Rambler 
By Geff Crawford

 Well, since it’s never too soon for 
CBA members and fans to start get-
ting cranked up about next year’s Fa-
ther’s Day Festival (FDF), and since 
we’re getting dangerously close to the 
holiday season, what could be more fitting than a rendering of an old favor-
ite poem with a bluegrass/old-time theme?  Well, lots of things could be 
more fitting, but this is what’s available.  Here goes:

‘Twas the night before FDF, when all through the camp
Nobody was plugged in, not one single amp
Propane lanterns were hung by the bluegrass fanatics
Singing whiny old songs through their nose like 
  asthmatics
And Quaker Hill’s players of old-time droned on, and on, 

and on, and on, and on
With visions of jams lasting way past the dawn
In every camp site, tunes would start without warning
And would go on like that all the way until morning
When out on the lawn there arose such a clatter
I ran to the main stage to see what was the matter
Away to the front row I raced like a hound
I just had to know what was making that sound
The moon on the breast of that inky deep night
Really lit the place up--well, that and the klieg lights
When what to my wondering eyes did appear
But an unannounced band, not listed anywhear
With a mandolin player perched up on his toe
I knew in a moment he must be St. Monroe
More rapid than eagles his notes flew so fast
And he sang in a frequency that just might break glass
Blue Moon Of Kentucky, Foot Prints In The Snow
I Saw The Light, Uncle Pen, Sally Jo
To the top of his register, at the top of his lungs
Every lick was played perfect as each song was sung
Then--as leaves that before the wild hurricane fly
When they meet with an obstacle, mount to the sky
Onto the stage an old-time fiddler flew
To join in with the band, someone all of us knew
And then, in a twinkling, I heard through the speakers
The sawing of notes, some sublime, others squeakers
As I lifted my head, and was turning around
Up to the mic St. Jarrell came with a bound
He was dressed in a sport coat, I admit I was struck
By his ordinary clothes, shirt maybe even untucked
A bundle of tunes he had stored in his heart
And he made that bow fly, it was musical art
His eyes—how they twinkled! His dimples, how merry!
His cheeks were like roses, his nose like a cherry!
His droll little mouth was drawn up in a grin
And the flask in his pocket was full to the brim
He played Piney Woods Gal, Cacklin’ Hen, Soldier’s Joy
Sail Away Ladies, The Bravest Cowboy
Joke On The Puppy, Bonaparte’s Retreat
All those tunes, they encircled his head like a wreath
Bill and Tommy just played, just had fun with each other
Two old Southern boys, you might think they were 
  brothers
Two musical masters, and, man, could they play
And I smiled when I saw them, just a few feet away
A wink of their eyes and a twist of their heads
I was sleepy, but no way was I going to bed
They spoke not a word, but went straight to their task
Filling us with tunes and songs from the past
When the crowd cheered the final encore with regret
They knew they’d had an evening they’d never forget
Then Bill laid his pick and his mando away
And Tommy put his fiddle in its old case to stay
They bowed to the crowd, everyone gave a whistle
And away they both flew like the down of a thistle
But I heard them exclaim as they finally quit
“Shave and a haircut, two bits!”

The Night Before 
FDF

Jim and Judy Rallens
Robert John Rudek II and Carol Hills
Robert and Dorothy Gillim
William Ludwig  
Rhona Cheatwood  
Gene and Audrey Fiance
Joe Beckett  
Bill and Jeanette Bledsoe
Charles and Connie Weiher
Andy Matuska  
Angela Personeni and Joshua Tharp
William and Tonee Norman
Larry Phegley  
Jack Thomas  
Grant Johnston and Darla Novak
Carl and Cleo Campbell
Jim Genaw  
Ken and Shirley Zeff
David Brown  
Harold Rogers  
Bud Camp   
Joyus Allbright  
Steve and Donna Hall
David and Nancy Porter
Steven Shabry  
Bob and Cheri Palasek
Pete Siegfried  
Linda and Larry Dreyer
Mike and Pat  Elliott
Mark and Meredith Henderson
David and Shelby Robinson
Tom and Pamela Nowell
Searle Whitney  
Kevin Russell  
L. C. Lee  
David DeFoe  
William Vallandingham  
Erik Hoffman

www.cbaontheweb.org
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The Great 
American Tear 
Jerker
© 2015 by Wayne Erbsen
 Fans of traditional country 
music, and bluegrass music in par-
ticular, have always had a soft spot 
in their hearts for the good ole tear 
jerker. If you write a song about 
getting run over by a train while 
holding a baby on the way to your 
mother’s funeral, you’re bound to 
have a hit. Let’s take a little trip 
back in time and see where the 
idea of the tear jerker came from.
 Mid 19th century America 
had a lot to cry about. If the high 
infant mortality rate didn’t kill 
you, any number of other hazards 
would. Anyone who lived to be 
fifty was thought to be a certified 
“old-timer.”
 Then came the Civil War, 
which would claim the lives of 
nearly 40% of the young men of 
the Confederacy alone. To com-
fort soldiers on the battlefield and 
those that stayed behind, the pub-
lishing industry in both the North 
and South started producing and 
printing songs virtually around the 
clock. In 1863 alone, the North’s 
biggest  music publisher, Root & 
Cady, published 258,000 piec-
es of sheet music. If these sheets 
were laid end to end, the publisher 
claimed it would bridge the entire 
state of Illinois from Chicago to 
the Mississippi River. 
 Many of the most popular 
songs during the Civil War were 
songs like “Home! Home Sweet 
Home,” which were clearly nostal-

gic. These songs reminded soldiers 
of peaceful, happier times before 
a war that pitted brother against 
brother, father against son. 
 Another popular Civil War 
era song was “Lorena,” which 
spoke about a heartbroken lov-
er. The song was so widely sung, 

Log Cabin Music By Wayne Erbsen 

Wayne Erbsen

especially by Southern soldiers, 
that some have actually blamed 
the Confederacy’s loss on “Lore-
na.” Apparently, so many soldiers 
got lonesome for their wives and 
sweethearts that they deserted and 
went home. Desertion was such a 
big problem, particularly for the 

Confederacy, that several South-
ern generals forbid their soldiers 
from singing “Lorena.” 
 “The Faded Coat of Blue, or 
The Nameless Grave” is a classic 
example of a Civil War song which 
clearly laid the foundation for 
what became the tear jerker. Writ-
ten by J.H. McNaughton near 
the war’s end, the first verse will 
give you the flavor of this song, 
which was included in a book en-
titled Heart Songs (1909). In early 
country music this song was re-
corded by Owen Mills and Frank 
Welling, Buell Kazee and May-
belle Carter. 

My brave lad he sleeps in his faded 
coat of blue,

In a lonely grave unknown lies the 
heart that beat so true.

He sank faint and hungry among 
the famished brave.

As they laid him sad and lonely 
within his nameless grave.

 Among the most important 
early professional Civil War song-
smiths was Henry Clay Work. His 
best known songs included “King-
dom Coming or Year of the Jubi-
lo” (1862), “Marching Through 
Georgia” (1865), “The Ship That 
Never Returned” (1865), and “My 
Grandfather’s Clock” (1876). 
But it was Work’s song “Come 
Home Father” (1864) that really 
clinched the tear jerker as an im-
portant American genre. The song 
tells the sad story of a drunken fa-
ther who won’t come home to see 
his dying child despite the pleas of 
his grief stricken son. To top it off, 
the dying child’s last words are that 
he misses his dear father and wants 
to see him. 
 Most authorities point to 
Charles K. Harris’ song, “After 
the Ball” (1892) as the most suc-
cessful of the early tear jerkers, 
with total sales approaching five 
million copies. “After the Ball” has 
been called the “watershed song” 
helped launch the song publishing 
industry.
 Close on the heels of Charles 
K. Harris was an unlikely champi-
on of the tear jerker, a young black 
man named Gussie Lord Davis. 
For fans of bluegrass music, Davis’ 
name should be more well known 
than it currently is. 
 Born on December 3, 1863 
in Dayton, Ohio, Davis went to 
Cincinnati and applied to Nel-
son’s Musical College. He was 
refused admission due to his 
race, but he managed to work as 
a janitor in exchange for musical 
instruction and fifteen dollars a 
month. In addition to his regular 
janitorial duties, Davis managed 
to up sweep up enough musical 
education so that in 1880, at age 
18, he composed the words and 
music to “We Sat Beneath the Ma-
ple on the Hill.” The song went on 
become extremely successful and 
help make Davis one of the most 
important songwriters of the Tin 
Pan Alley era. The song was first 
recorded by Vernon Dalhart in 

1926. In 1935 Wade Mainer and 
Zeke Morris recorded it with a dif-
ferent melody, and had a huge hit 
with it. Both Mainer and Morris 
told the author that the song was 
their first big money maker, and 
said, “it beat anything that Jimmie 
Rodgers ever wrote.”
 In addition to “We Sat Be-
neath the Maple on the Hill,” Da-
vis made important contributions 
to what became known many years 
later as “bluegrass music.” Here are 
some of Davis’ songs that went on 
to be performed and recorded by 
early country music and bluegrass 
artists.

The Fatal Wedding (1893). 
Recorded by Vernon Dalhart 
(1926), Ernest V. Stoneman 
(1927), Bradley Kincaid (1928).

In the Baggage Coach Ahead 
(1896). Recorded by Fiddlin’ 
John Carson (1924), Vernon 
Dalhart -12 times!, Mac and Bob 
(1928).

Just Set a Light (aka “Red and 
Green Signal Lights” (1897). 
Recorded by Vernon Dalhard 
(9 times!),  Grayson and Whit-
ter (1928) the Chuck Wagon 
Gang (1938) and Wayne Erbsen 
(1998).

Make Up and Be Lovers Again, 
aka “Jack and May,” (1893). 
Recorded by Roy Harvey & Posey 
Rorer (1927), Fields Ward and 
Ernest Stoneman (1929), Darby 
and Tarlton (1930), Carter Fami-
ly (1935), Dixon Brothers (1936), 
Monroe Brothers (1937). 

He’s Coming to Us Dead (1899). 
Grayson & Whitter (1927), 
Doc Watson, Ralph Stanley, Dry 
Branch Fire Squad. 

One Little Word (1899). Re-
corded by Carter family (1937), 
Morris Brothers (1939).

The lyrics, melody and his-
tory of “Maple on the Hill” 
can be found in Wayne 
Erbsen’s book Rural Roots 
of Bluegrass. For a FREE 
catalog of Wayne’s song-
books and instruction 
books for bluegrass and 
clawhammer banjo, man-
dolin, fiddle and guitar, 
visit www.nativeground.
com, email banjo[@]na-
tiveground.com or call 
(828) 299-7031.

Seriously? You’re not a 
CBA member?!

cba_membership@yahoo.com
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SATURDAY • March 14, 2015 
1PM to 8PM • Doors open at noon

Sebastopol Community Ctr • 390 Morris Street • Sebastopol, CA

Please send me the following tickets to the Sonoma County folk and Bluegrass Festival

Name______________________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________________
City _________________________________State ________Zip_____
Phone ____________________Email ___________________________
Mail order blank, payment and self-addressed stamped 
envelope to:
Sonoma County Festival c/o Mark Hogan
3980 Monika Ct, Sebastopol, CA 95472

Member No.___________

CBA              SCFS  (Check Association)

$__________ General Admission @$30 each

$__________ CBA/SCFS Admission @$27 each

$_________ Total Enclosed

GENERAL ADMISSION
$30 adv. $35 door

SOCOFOSO/CBA Members 
$27 adv. $32 door
please present current membership card 

•Bring your instrument to jam•
•Food & Beverage concession on site•

Children 11 years old and under are free when accompanied by an adult admission.  

WORKSHOPS
RAIN or SHINE

TICKETS AVAILABLE JANUARY 1:  on-line at http://www.cbaontheweb.org
TICKETS ALSO AVAILABLE JANUARY 15: Peoples Music, Sebastopol   Last Record Store, Santa Rosa

For further information: www.socofoso.com • 707-829-8012 • 707-861-9446 • hogiemoon@comcast.net
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scale Show and Tell: How Stringed Instruments Behave video

Q: What do you think of the rims made of pie-shaped pieces and are they any better or 
worse than laminated rims like the Gibson ones?

A: The banjo rims made of pie-shaped pieces can be excellent if they are well constructed and 
made of hard maple. Geoff Stelling began making his line of fine banjos in the mid-1970s using 
rims made of pie-shaped pieces of maple. He also has a patented system that features a tone 
chamber with a wedge-shaped inner lip that mates to a wedge-shaped edge on the rim (Fig. 3). 
When the head is tightened, the wedge construction forces the rim inwards. This provides only 
one mating surface for the tone chamber and rim, ensures that the rim is in full contact with the 
rim, and helps keep the laminates drawn together. It is a really great design that has stood the 
test of time.

 Other makers build rims of pie-shaped pieces for use in conventional Gibson-style banjos. 
The folks who have continued the work of Tony Pass (Tony died in 2011) do an excellent job 
of preparing rims made of pie-shaped pieces, and their rims are beautifully made and finished. 
One of Tony’s claims to fame is that he used reclaimed wood (what some folks call “timeless 
timber”) – an excellent choice of wood for this specific purpose. While the reclaimed wood is 
more brittle than newly dried maple, it is about 15% more dense, and this is a good quality for 
banjo rims. (Brittleness would be of concern if using this type of wood for necks.)
 So, to make a long story short, if the rim is well constructed, with tight joints, and made 
from dense hard maple, it should work well for banjo rims.

Q: I just finished building a mandolin and the instrument is a bit dead. It seems to have 
string noise, mostly, and is lacking a good sound. The mandolin is a little heavier than oth-
ers I’ve played, and I’m wondering if weight has anything to do with tone?

A: To your comment that “... the instrument sounds dead, string noise mostly,” is an excellent 
observation. Typically, in instruments where we hear “string noise mostly” the soundboard 
and backboard are entirely too stiff (thick, heavy, too heavily braced, etc.). In this regard, they 
prevent the soundboard and backboard from functioning as vibrating “plates.” The job of the 
soundboard and backboard is to move larger masses of air than the strings can, and to do this, 
the soundboard and backboard need to be supple. The strings’ job is not to produce the sound, 
but to drive the soundboard and backboard so that they produce the sound. The voice of the 
soundboard and backboard are then amplified by the air chamber and shaped by the apertures 
(f-holes, oval hole, etc.). (The strings only provide the energy and the frequencies.)
 To achieve the proper qualities from a soundboard and backboard, they should be shaped 
so that they are rather thin. And, to determine the correct thickness or thinness, you can use the 
process of tap tuning to excite the board and determine the note it produces. A soundboard or 
backboard that is dense and hard will produce a higher note when tapped than one that is less 
dense and supple. If we know the note a soundboard or backboard produces, we then know 
something about how stiff the board is. If you are interested in this phenomenon, I have a book 
entitled The Art of Tap Tuning (I don’t mean this to be a sales pitch but wanted you to know 
where to go for more information).
 Your observation on weight is astute. An original Gibson Loar-signed F5 mandolin with 
hardware, strings, and fingerrest weighs 2 pounds, 3.5 ounces, so this might be a good milepost 
to check the weight of your instrument against.
 What we want to hear is the instrument, not the strings. And, if you agree with this prem-
ise, then it follows that a properly tap-tuned instrument is what makes good sound.

© Copyright 2014, Roger H. Siminoff, Atascadero, CA.

 If you have questions you would like answered, please email: siminoff@siminoff.net, or 
write to Roger Siminoff, PO Box 2992, Atascadero, CA 93423.

Roger Siminoff is an honorary life-time member of CBA and was the founder of Pickin’ and 
Frets magazines. Roger has written more than 10 books on instrument set-up and construction, 
and recently developed new string technology for banjos and mandolins. For more on Roger 
Siminoff, Siminoff Banjo and Mandolin Parts, Straight Up Strings, Gibson and Lloyd Loar 
history, visit his web site at: www.siminoff.net.

The Luthier’s Corner - Roger Siminoff
Q: I’m wanting to get some of your Straight Up 
Strings for my banjo and trying to figure out why 
the downward force of the strings is so important, 
especially when you pick the strings sideway. Can 
you explain?

A: Thanks for this great question, and I’m glad that 
you are sensitive to the fact that the strings are picked 
sideway. When the strings are first put on the banjo 
and tensioned they exert a downward pressure on the 
soundboard via the bridge. The amount of downward 

pressure is dependent on two things: the tension of the string at pitch, and the angle of the 
strings as they pass over the bridge (known as the “string break angle”). The taller the bridge, the 
greater the down pressure, and vice versa. Most banjos with a 5/8˝ bridge have a 14° to 15° string 
break angle depending on the neck pitch, the length of the tailpiece, and how far down toward 
the head the inner edge of the tailpiece is adjusted.
 At pitch, the down pressure of the strings on the bridge is met by an equal force of the head 
pushing up on the bridge, and a statis is reached; the bridge can’t push down any further and 
the head can push up any further. At the moment of attack (when the strings are picked) the 
tension of the strings increases, and this forces the head downward. But as the strings slacken, 
the head pushes back up, going beyond its point of rest, and it is this exchange that causes both 
the pumping motion of the head (which results in sound production) as well as a restoring force 
to help keep the strings in motion.
 So, to your point about the strings being picked sideway, that sideway energy gets trans-
ferred to an up and down energy because of how the bridge and soundboard (which are cou-
pled) are loaded.         

 The downward force of the strings is very important. The 16th, 17th, and 18th Century 
violin masters were very sensitive to the relationship of the energy of the strings and how it 
is transferred from the top of the bridge to the belly (soundboard of a violin). Nicolo Amati 
(1596-1684) was first to develop a bridge where none of the strings had a direct energy path 
to the belly, but his design was flawed in that the second and third strings had a more direct 
route than the first and fourth strings. Antonio Stradavari (1644-1737) improved on the Amati 
design, but still the second and third strings had a more direct route than the first and fourth 
strings. The major breakthough came from the design of Bartolomeo Guarneri (1698-1744) 
who modified Stradavari’s design and fashioned a bridge where the direct route of each string 
was interrupted by an opening in the bridge. 
 Over the years, I’ve worked on dozens of designs of banjo bridges, some more successful 
than others, and many with great promise. But in each case, they changed the overall voice of 
the banjo. While this wasn’t a bad thing, per se, my goal was to improve the tone of the banjo 
without changing its recognizable voice. So, this led us to focus on controlling the strings rather 
than changing the bridges. As we say, we took a “straight up” approach to the problem (and 
that’s where the brand’s name came from). 

 For our Straight Up Strings for banjo we carefully measured the down pressures at the 
bridge (at a 15° string break angle) to find the ideal string gauges to compensate for those strings 
sitting over arches in the bridge vs those strings sitting over feet. This also called for a unique 
fourth string, since there are several ways you can make a given gauge in wound strings (thinner 
core, thicker wrap wire, etc.). 
 If you are interested in learning more about string modes of vibration, I prepared a quick 
video for Banjo Hangout (www.banjohangout.org) readers. You can view it directly (along with 
a bunch of our other videos) on YouTube, Siminoffparts, and click on the String Modes – Large-
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Fig. 1 The work of the famed violin masters lead to the development of the optimum violin 
bridge where the energy of each of the strings is equally modulated through the waist of the 
bridge. Guarneri’s design in the early 1700s has endured to today.

Fig. 2 The typical banjo bridge is designed with three strings over feet and two strings over 
arches which prevents the strings from having equal tone color and balance. Straight Up 
Strings are designed to compensate for this anomaly.

Fig. 3 Banjo rims made of pie-shaped pieces can be excellent as long as the wood is dense, 
free of checks or cracks, has excellent joints and seams, and is held together with a highly 
durable and hard adhesive.
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Joe Weed’s Studio Insider

Joe Weed

The industry lurches 
ahead

 As the musical year heads to-
wards a close, I’m looking forward 
to some time next month for in-
trospection, assessment, and plan-
ning. Perhaps you, too, appreciate 
the lull after the holiday season 
and use that time to examine, to 
re-boot, and to re-direct your cre-
ative direction.  
 I’ve written 199 “Studio 
Insider” columns for the Break-
down, and as I glance through 
the column titles, I see trends that 
were driven by you, the readers.  I 
began writing mostly about the 
technical sides of recording, fig-
uring that readers would want to 
know how to use a compressor, or 
what a “condenser” microphone 
is, and how it differs from a “dy-
namic” microphone, etc.  But as I 
spoke with readers and read their 
emails, I realized that many found 
the technical details outside of 
their interest.  They wanted to hear 
about more general issues of re-
cording their bluegrass bands, and 
they wanted to know how they 
could easily improve their home 
recording spaces.  They wanted 
to know about the people I was 
working with, and what it’s like 
to travel to Nashville and Austin 
and record in those places. Some 
have expressed interest in learning 
about the large industry-shaping 
trends that are changing the ways 
we experience music as consumers 
and as creators.  So I re-directed 
my approach, hoping to touch on 
a variety of topics and themes that 
could speak to a wider readership.

 If you enjoy reading the “In-
sider” column, and/or if you’d 
like me to cover a particular issue, 
please send me an email (joe@
highlandpublishing.com) or call 
me 1(800)354-5580.  I’d really 
like to hear from you.

Streaming in the news 
(or yet another way not to make 
money in the music business)
 I have a particular interest in 
this topic, since I write, record and 
produce music. Recently, several 
nationally-prominent recording 
artists have removed their music 
catalogs from Spotify, a stream-
ing service that provides listeners 
with music to match their taste. 
Top-selling country artist Tay-
lor Swift did not release her new 
album “1989” to Spotify, and in 
fact pulled her entire catalog from 
Spotify to dramatize publicly the 
unsustainable business model that 
streaming offers to artists.  In an 
op-ed in The Wall Street Journal, 
Swift wrote “Music is art, and art 
is important and rare. Important, 
rare things are valuable. Valuable 
things should be paid for. It’s my 
opinion that music should not be 
free, and my prediction is that in-
dividual artists and their labels will 
someday decide what an album’s 
price point is. I hope they don’t 
underestimate themselves or un-
dervalue their art.” (Taylor Swift, 
updated July 7, 2014).  Bette Mid-
ler made news last spring when 
she claimed that Pandora had 
paid her around $114 for “more 
than four million song spins over 
a three month period.”  Pandora 
soon countered that they had paid 

her approximately $6400 for the 
plays, but Midler had made a valid 
point: musicians’ and songwriters’ 
revenue from streaming, follow-
ing the current pricing structures, 
cannot provide a living income 
to allow those writers to contin-
ue to produce their art.  Several 
other major artists have published 
laughably low royalty sheets from 
streaming, and others (including 
Jason Aldean and David Byrne) 
have also pulled out of Spotify’s 
stable. 
 The streaming companies are 
responding to these complaints 
and actions, and several have pub-
lished economic data showing the 
percentage of their revenue that 
they pay out to copyright holders 
(Spotify claimed it pays over 70% 
of revenue, and Pandora claimed 
to have paid 48% of revenue in 
2013.)  They also take pains to 
distinguish themselves from radio 
(which so far, in the US, does not 
pay out performance royalties.)  
 One way that streaming ser-
vices differ from radio is in the 
ways they can reach the listener. 
Many streaming customers sub-
scribe to custom programs that 
play for them just what they want 
to hear; the playlist they listen to 
is made for them alone. With ra-
dio, the playlist is heard by the 
station’s entire audience. In other 
words, one “play” on a streaming 
site might be heard by one or a few 
listeners, while one “play” on Sir-
ius/XM radio might be heard by 
several million people. 
 The big players in the stream-
ing industry are being very coy 
about the structure of their royalty 

payments, and most industry ob-
servers claim that the major labels 
extract far better deals than inde-
pendents can.  So the great prom-
ise of streaming continues to be, 
for independents and small-mar-
ket performers (like bluegrass 
musicians) exposure, exposure, 
and exposure. But as Steve Palazzo 
says, “People have died from expo-
sure.”  If all that exposure doesn’t 
translate into sales, then what 
good does it do an artist?  Mak-
ing albums can be expensive and 
time-consuming, and without an 
income from unit sales, many art-
ists choose to spend their resourc-
es in places other than writing and 
producing recordings. 

IBMA, here’s how you 
can help your artists 
and record labels
 It would be wonderful if 
IBMA (the International Blue-
grass Music Association) would 
do some in-depth industry studies 
about the ways bluegrass artists 
are making money today. If they 
polled artists, event producers, 
agents, managers, record compa-
nies, relevant internet companies, 
Billboard, and other chart compil-
ers, and then compiled the results 
into meaningful information, 
artists and companies could get a 
good grip on how the industry is 
working today, and how best to 
allocate resources when releasing 
and promoting new material.
 However, IBMA, coming 
off the most successful bluegrass 
conference/trade show/festival in 
its history, is currently spinning 

dizzyingly about, after the resigna-
tion of Executive Director Nancy 
Cardwell, internal squabbling on 
the board of directors, and the 
resignations of five directors.  I 
hope this valuable industry orga-
nization can right itself quickly, 
rally under strong and positive 
leadership, and continue as a trade 
association that attracts members 
for its value-added qualities.

Joe Weed records acoustic music 
at his Highland Studios near Los 
Gatos, California.  He has re-
leased six albums of his own, pro-
duced many projects for indepen-
dent artists and labels, and does 
scores for film, TV and museums. 
Joe’s composition “Hymn to the 
Big Sky” was heard in “The Dust 
Bowl,” a film by Ken Burns, which 
premiered nationally on PBS.  
Joe recently produced “Pa’s Fid-
dle,” a collection of 19th-century 
American music played by “Pa” 
Charles Ingalls, father of Laura 
Ingalls Wilder, the author of the 
“Little House on the Prairie” book 
series. Reach Joe by calling (408) 
353-3353, by email at joe@high-
landpublishing.com, or by visiting 
joeweed.com.

A Twangy Dulcet 
Christmas
 I am preparing a holiday 
music performance video.  It will 
include a dedication to Regina 
Bartlett, who encouraged my play-
ing of the dulcimer.  It probably 
will include some banjo-playing 
as well, but I haven’t finalized the 
script / set list.  Whatever it ends 
up being, it will be on YouTube on 
the “AFrench2009” channel.
 Lucy Smith wrote a great re-
port about IBMA, and included 
some touching passages about Re-
gina’s participation there; I hope 
you got to read it in the December 
issue.  Michael Hall and Chuck 
Poling also shared their remem-
brances of her.
 Lora and Pete Hicks hosted a 
“sing out” memorial for Regina on 
November 8.  Her daughter asked 
Lora to distribute Regina’s CD 
collection to her bluegrass friends, 
so I had the opportunity to acquire 
a few albums.  I have affixed a sil-
ver star sticker to the album liner 
notes or cover artwork of those, to 
signify where they came from.  (I 
suppose I’m a bit sentimental, but 
it seems like a neat way to honor 

her; and I’ll always know that a 
particular album came to me from 
a friend who has passed on.)  Regi-
na is the first, but others will likely 
follow, in due time.
 I also inherited (or was gift-
ed??) a Christmas music-themed 
ceramic mug.  Below a music staff 
are cartoon drawings of animals, 
singing a Christmas carol:  “Wee 
Fish” “Ewe” “A Mare” “Egrets-
Moose” “Panda” “Hippo” “Gnu” 
“Deer.”

More Music Museums
 I recently attended a perfor-
mance of the Kingston Trio trib-
ute band, “County Line Trio.”  (If 
you like folk music and “clean” 
stand-up comedy, visit www.
countylinetrio.com; they are 
quite entertaining.)
 An audience member read 
aloud the back of my “Good Old 
Fashioned Bluegrass Festival” T 
shirt.  Afterwards, one of the per-
formers recognized me from my 
regular attendance at Redwood 
Bluegrass Associates concerts.  
You never know where you’ll meet 
someone who might like to know 
about the CBA.
 For the past few years, I have 

The Allan French Column by Allan French

maintained a list of “events and re-
sources” to share with newcomers.  
Whenever I meet someone who is 
unaware of the CBA or IBMA, or 
who wonders if there are concerts 
or jam sessions near their home, I 
give them a copy.  (And if I have 
a spare copy of the Breakdown, I 
might give them that too.)
 I recently reviewed the list 
and made some changes.  Among 
the featured museums and ex-
hibits, there is one each in Ba-
kersfield, Carlsbad, and Phoenix.  
Most of the other facilities are 
in the Appalachian region.  I’ll 
call your attention to two recent 
additions:  “Museum Of Making 
Music” (www.museumofmaking-
music.org) and “National Music 
Museum” (http://orgs.usd.edu/
nmm). 
 While the emphasis is on 
bluegrass, it does include infor-
mation for dulcimer and autoharp 
aficionados, as well as general 
stringed acoustic music.  If you 
would like a copy of this PDF 
document, e-mail AFrench123 at 
comcast.net; or ask for a hard-co-
py when you see me in person.  
Please share it with the newcom-
ers you meet – that’s what it’s for!

Weigh Two Much Base
 Someone I know posted this 
comment on Facebook, to complain 
about their neighbors:  “Someone 
has their base way to loud ... can’t 
figure out which house it’s coming 
from ... it might be in a car.  All I 
know is I’m getting a headache!”
 Someone responded:  “I know 
what you mean; base gives me a 
headache too.”  Well, I just had 
“two” reply (too reply??).  I wanted 
to correct these numbskulls with-
out being insulting, so I wrote:  
“Base won’t give you a headache 
(but bass might).”

Dark Picking
 Imagine me, way back in May, 
thinking about the upcoming fes-
tival season.  (I’ve been saving this 
anecdote to share during the winter, 
when the topic choices are fewer.)  I 
knew I would be attending “Hicks-
tival” soon, followed by FDF a few 
weeks after that; and thus I needed 
to devote some practice time on my 
instruments.
 During one of my routine ear-
ly-evening exercise walks around 
the neighborhood, I turned a cor-
ner and encountered a downed 
power pole, roped off by police and 

fire personnel.  Yay, something un-
usual to break up the monotony of 
the typical routine!
 Shortly after returning home, 
I received a phone message, stating 
that the power in my neighborhood 
was being shut off overnight, for 
emergency repairs.  What the heck 
was I supposed to do, with no TV 
and no Internet, and eventually 
no daylight?!?  I was left with no 
choice but to dig out my flashlights 
and practice with my instruments!  
At a festival I might have played for 
30-45 minutes, then put down my 
axe and wandered around to listen 
to jams.  But here I was all alone: it 
was either play or else go to bed very 
early.
 I strapped on my head-
lamp-flashlight and I made music 
for at least 90 minutes that night, 
which for me is a very long stretch.

Allan French
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BRENDA and the Reviews
companiment. The band grassifies 
Michael Martin Murphy’s “What 
Am I Doin’ Hanging ‘Round,” and 
they add a contemporary commen-
tary with Junior’s original “Trouble 
Follows Me.”  This is another fine ef-
fort from Junior Sisk and Ramblers’ 
Choice.

Jimmy Gaudreau & 
Moondi Klein: 
If I Had a Boat
Rebel Records
PO Box 7405
Charlottesville, VA 22906
www.jimmyandmoondi.com
©2014

Song List: I’m Always on a Moun-
tain When I Fall, One More 
Night, Bury Me Beneath the Wil-
low, Did She Mention My Name, 
Bartender’s Blues, If I Had a Boat, 
Sulrrounded, Don’t Crawfish Me 
Baby, Waltz For Anais, Treasures 
Untold, Grassnost, Where The 
Soul of Man Never Dies.

 Jimmy Gaudreau and Moondi 
Klein have been part of many blue-
grass bands: Country Gentlemen, 
Seldom Scene, and Chesapeake, 
but their collaborations together go 
back to an earlier time of bluegrass 
when brother duos were popular. 
Jimmy and Moondi have a marvel-
ous vocal blend together and their 
focus on voices and blended guitar 
and mandolin give their music a pu-
rity and power that stands strong.
 Moondi sings the lead vocal on 
the opening song, “I’m Always on 
a Mountain When I Fall,” and his 
classically trained tenor moves to an 
emotional falsetto to end the song. 
Other songs featured on the album 
are Bob Dylan’s “One More Night,” 
and Gordon Lightfoot’s “Did She 
Mention My Name?” Lauren Klein 
joins the duo in a magical rendition 
of the blues-tinged “Bartender’s 
Blues” written by James Taylor, and 
again on the title song “If I Had a 
Boat,” written by Lyle Lovett. While 
the vocals are top-notch, the real 
gems of the album are the two in-
strumentals written by Jimmy.  His 
“Grassnost” features his mandolin 

playing, Moondi’s guitar and piano 
and a guest appearance from Jens 
Kruger on banjo.  The “Waltz for 
Anais” features mandolin, guitar 
and Howard Klein on piano.   
 This is the third album by this 
talented duo and even after lifetimes 
of musical contributions, they are 
still at the top of their form.

Steve Gulley: Family, 
Friends and Fellowship
Rural Rhythm Records
PO Box 750
Mt. Juliet, TN 37121
www.RuralRhythm.com
©2014

Song List: Victory in Jesus, Pray 
For Me, Light at the River, Scars 
in His Hands, The Man I Ought 
To Be, Stormy Waters, House of 
Gold, I Must Tell Jesus, Could 
You Walk a Mile, That I Could 
Still Go Free, I Never Shall Forget 
That Day, What Would You Have 
Me Do, God’s Not Dead, Jesus 
Loves Me.

 Steve Gulley has been con-
nected with gospel and bluegrass 
music all his life starting with his 
Dad’s group the Pinnacle Mountain 
Boys.  Steve was a member of Doyle 
Lawson & Quicksilver, Mountain 
Heart, Grasstowne and is now tour-
ing with Dale Ann Bradley. Steve 
has gathered an impressive group of 
musicians to perform on the album: 
members of the Gulley Family, 
Ron Stewart, Tim Stafford, Adam 
Steffey, Doyle Lawson, Kenny and 
Amanda Smith, Dale Ann Bradley 
and Mark Wheeler.
 Each of the 14 songs was cho-
sen for its message and appeal. 
Several are Steve Gulley originals 
and others are classics from Jim-
my Martin and Paul Williams, and 
Hank Williams.   Steve’s father and 
Doyle Lawson were both import-
ant influences in Steve’s musical 
development and two of the songs 
feature these two men.  “Pray For 
Me” affirms the need for prayer and 
reflection in bad times and good 
and Doyle’s mandolin and harmony 
vocals give the song extra grace. The 
three sing Hank Williams’ “House 
of Gold” and the vocal blend just 
melts and flows.  

 Dale Ann Bradley and Steve 
sing the Jimmy Martin classic 
“Stormy Waters” in a tight duet for-
mat with answering phrases.  Steve 
proudly presents his mother and 
Dad in a rousing version of “God’s 
Not Dead.”  One of the most touch-
ing songs is “Could You Walk A 
Mile” sung by Steve’s wife Linda, 
and it is worthy of hearing many 
times for its message. Steve has pro-
duced a powerful masterpiece and 
certainly fulfills his goal: “My goal 
for this album is to share my spiri-
tual journey through music that will 
hopefully make the listener think, 
reflect, reminisce and rejoice all 
while lifting their spirits and warm-
ing their soul.” 

Crosspoint: 
We’re Gonna Rise
Rural Rhythm Records
PO Box 750
Mt. Juliet, TN 37121
www.RuralRhythm.com
©2014

Song List: Let’s Praise Him, Put 
Me Down, Going Home, Coal 
Miner’s Prayer, We’re Gonna 
Rise, Lord Do A Work in Me, Talk 
With Your Heart, No More Sin, I 
Know the Man, Mercy and Grace, 
Glory Bound, I Dreamed I Drove 
the Nails.

 The Crosspoint band was 
formed in 2008 but its members 
have had a long involvement with 
gospel and bluegrass music.  Band 
members are Alan Powers on banjo 
and vocals, Gary Kidwell on guitar 

with stellar vocals, crisp instrumen-
tation and Rob Ickes dobro embel-
lishments make this a collection to 
notice.

Junior Sisk and 
Ramblers Choice: 
Trouble Follows Me
Rebel Records
PO Box 7405
Charlottesville, VA  22908
www.RebelRecords.com
©2014

Song List: Honky Tonked to 
Death, Don’t Think About It Too 
Long, I’d Rather Be Lonesome, 
All I Have To Offer You Is Me, Our 
Darling’s Gone, A Cold Empty 
Bottle, What Am I Doing Hang-
ing ‘Round, Walk Slow, Frost on 
the Bluegrass, Gonna Make Her 
Mine, Jesus Walked Upon the Wa-
ter, Trouble Follows Me.

 While many bluegrass bands 
stress an innovative and contem-
porary sound, Junior Sisk and the 
Ramblers Choice favor a more tra-
ditional approach to bluegrass. The 
band has won the IBMA award for 
Album of the Year in 2012 and Ju-
nior won Male Vocalist of the Year 
in 2013.  The band members are 
Junior on guitar and vocals, Jason 
Tomlin on bass and vocals, Billy 
Hawks on fiddle and guitar, Johna-
than Dillon on mandolin and vocals 
and Jason Davis on banjo.  The band 
blends concise instrumentation 
along with strong vocal harmonies.
 “Jesus Walked Upon the Wa-
ter” showcases the band’s a cappella 
gospel harmonies, and all the other 
songs feature lead vocals and cho-
rus harmonies.  The opening song 
has a strong banjo rhythm and Ju-
nior’s robust vocal about a downfall 
through swinging doors and honky 
tonking.  More trouble with the 
bottle is in “A Cold, Empty Bottle,” 
and Dallas Frazier’s “All I Have To 
Offer You Is Me” has heartfelt vocals 
throughout in a “world where roses 
hardly ever grow” and there are no 
crystal chandeliers. “Walk Slow” is 
another tearjerker and Junior’s solo 
is played with a simple guitar ac-

Spinney Brothers: 
Tried & True
Mountain Fever Records
www.speinneybrothers.com
©2014

Song List: Thank God For the 
Highways, Sweet Hazel Moore, 
Gonna Catch A Train, My Music 
Comes From Bill, She Doesn’t 
Mourn Anymore, The Mirror, 
Regena, Proud To Be Your Dad, 
I Wanna Walk With Jesus, The 
Whole World Must Be Know-
in’, Freightyard Down the Street, 
Choices.

 Allan and Rick Spinney grew 
up playing music so it seemed nat-
ural that they would form their 
own band together in 1992.  Their 
brother-duet based harmonies are 
the hallmark of their sound and 
along with Gary Dalrymple on 
mandolin and Terry Poirier on bass, 
the band travels from their home 
base in Canada to bluegrass shows 
around the world.  The band has 
won many Canadian music awards, 
and this album should continue 
their prize-winning record.
 Song selection can give a band 
an edge and two of the Spinney orig-
inal songs deserve a special mention.  
“She Doesn’t Mourn Anymore” is a 
thoughtful insight into dementia.  
The “she” in the song has lost touch 
with reality and lives in a happier 
past.  The other Spinney song also 
focuses on family relationships, and 
“Proud to Be Your Dad” is a cele-
bration of the joys of parenting that 
have no connection to being the 
biological father to a child.  Ryan 
Roberts’ “The Mirror” examines the 
“death” of a church and the pastor’s 
novel use of a mirror.  The Spinney 
Brothers’ traditional presentation 
of bluegrass music is shown in the 
Bill Castle song, “My Music Comes 
From Bill.”  Each song is anoth-
er bluegrass theme – the gospel “I 
Wanna Walk with Jesus,” the musi-
cian on the road – “Thank God For 
the Highways,” and the departure 
songs – “Gonna Catch a Train,” and 
“How Much I’m Missing You.”   
 Songs with messages delivered 

Continued on A-22

“Bluegrass on the Beach” - 
Lake Havasu in March
Sondra & Larry Baker
 It’s that time of year to remind y’all about “Bluegrass on the Beach”, 
Lake Havasu City, AZ.March 6,7,8, 2015  Gates open for early camping 
arrival, Monday March 2, 2015.
 
 You may use your Credit Card or download an order form by visiting 
our website, http://www.landspromotions.com.
 Again, we feel we have done a great job with our 2015 line up:
Blue Highway; Junior Sisk & Ramblers Choice; Spinney Brothers; Larry 
Efaw & Bluegrass Mountaineers; Karl Shiflett & Big Country; Monroe 
Crossing; Red Dog Ash; Sonoran Dogs; Adkins & Loudermilk (1 set, 
Friday only); 
Nu~Blu (1 set, Saturday only)
 Sure Hope To See You There! L&S Promotions can be reached at 
209-785-4693 or 209-480-4693.
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CBA members make 
this paper happen. Thank you!

Bluegrass 
Bard - Cliff Compton

Bluegrass 
Bard

C
liff
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Walking in the morning
And I was walking this early morning on the Lord’s day
Thinking good things, blessing and such
While most of the city slept
And the sun was slower than usual
Taking it’s time creeping over the horizon
Coloring the sky darker than I was expecting
And it felt like Portland 1981
With a rain that never fell much further than your face
And never really got you wet
And now I’m thinking about flight 181, that dive bar, off skidrow,
down on Ankeny St.
With the dark disco in the back room
And the small stage in the front bar off the street
Playing low rent rock & roll
On my Fender Jazzmaster
And what a great vantage point it was
For all that was dark and ugly
And I’m thinking about where I was
And where I am
And wondering how in the world I got here
And how I got here alive
And with a reasonably sound mind
Walking this quiet street
In an hour when the bars are closed
And the guitars are in their cases
And it brings to mind that song I learned
Off of a Gospel Creek CD

I just want to thank you lord
For every time you heard me pray
Just want to thank you
For being there
When I was down and out
You came along and worked everything out
I just want to thank you
Thank you lord

And I was walking this early morning on the Lord’s day
Thinking good things, blessing and such
While most of the city slept
And the sun was slower than usual
Taking it’s time creeping over the horizon
Coloring the sky darker than I was expecting
But I saw the light
And I don’t much feel the rain
today

BRENDA and the Reviews
and vocals, Steve Partin on mando-
lin and vocals, Daniel Oxendine on 
bass and vocals, and Cleve May on 
dobro and vocals.  Besides having 
masterful vocals and instrumenta-
tion, the band members also wrote 
5 of the 12 songs.
 Cleve May’s “Coal Miner’s 
Prayer” opens with a dobro riff and 
celebrates a miner’s faith.  The song 
also features melodic instrumental 
work on mandolin, guitar and stel-
lar harmony vocals. Gary and Steve 
Gulley wrote “We’re Gonna Rise” 
and it looks forward to a “place of 
perfect peace.” Steve wrote “Lord 
Do A Work In Me” and he declares 
that the “blood of Christ makes the 
vilest sinner clean.”  Gary’s “Glory 
Bound” has a strong banjo rhythm 
and an inspiring message to receive 
the gift of God. The band has suc-
ceeded in its goal to uplift and bring 
a blessing to the people.

Mike Scott & Friends: 
The Old Country 
Church
Rural Rhythm Records
www.Ruralrhythm.com
©2014

Song List: Will The Circle Be 
Unbroken, The Old Country 
Church, Swing Low Sweet Chari-
ot, Pass Me Not, When the Saints 
Go Marching In, Where The Soul 
of Man Never Dies, When the 
Angels Carry Me Home, Precious 
Memories, Victory in Jesus, What 
a Friend We Have in Jesus, I Saw 
The Light.

 Mike Scott performs with 
Ronnie Reno & the Reno Tradi-
tion on the popular RFD-TV show, 
Reno’s Old Time Music Show. He 
was also a member of the Virginia 
Boys band that backed Jim and Jes-
se in the 1980s.  Mike was born in 
the Appalachian Mountains of Ten-

nessee and his childhood was filled 
with friends and family playing in 
church and on the front porch with 
family and friends.  The “friends” 
are some of the best known blue-
grass musicians: Bryan Sutton on 
guitar, Tim Stafford on guitar, 
Aubrey Haynie on fiddle, Adam 
Steffey on mandolin, Rob Ickes on 
dobro and Ben Issacs on bass.
 Mike has chosen songs that 
are old country standards that most 
bluegrass fans have heard or sung.  
The opening song, “Will the Circle 
Be Unbroken,” opens with a fiddle 
introduction followed by solos on 
banjo, guitar, dobro, and mandolin. 
“Swing Low Sweet Chariot” opens 
with a fast-paced banjo solo and the 
pace is carried forward by a man-
dolin solo followed with a guitar 
solo with variations on the melody. 
Rob has a strong dobro solo on the 
song and Aubrey’s fiddle also takes 
a marvelous stroll around the mel-
ody. The tempo slows on thte gen-

tle “Where the Roses 
Never Fade,” and the 
guitar and mandolin 
solo are worth hear-
ing many times and 
learned for your next 
jam. Fans of instru-
mentals and gospel 
songs and jammers 
looking for inspiration 
will find this album a 
delight.  

To be reviewed
Send your materials to:
Brenda Hough
PO Box 20370
San Jose CA  95160 
or contact Brenda at:
hufstuff2003@gmail.com

Parsonsfield: 
afterparty
Signature Sounds
www.signaturesounds.com
©2014

Song List: Let the Mermaids 
Flirt With Me, Strollin’ Down 
the Highway, Anita Your Lovin’, 
Basement Banter, The Power of 
Love, Hang Me, Lay some Flow-
ers on My Grave.

 Parsonsfield, formerly known 
as Poor Old Shine, has released 
their seven song EP with seven 
songs that invite repeated listen-
ing.  The band has forged its own 
blend of rock rhythms and drums 
with a folk and bluegrass flourish 
to make a high-energy blend of ex-
citement.  Band members are Chris 
Freeman on banjo and vocals, An-
tonio Alcorn on mandolin, Max 
Shakun on vocals and guitar, Harri-
son Goodale on bass and Erik His-
chmann on drums. 
 John Hurt wrote “Let the Mer-
maids Flirt with Me,” and the band 
gives it an in-cadence rendition 
with a drum backdrop and adds a 
melodic riff on a resonator mando-
lin.  It’s a intriguing wish to be bur-
ied at sea with the mermaids.  Bert 
Jansch wrote “Strollin Down the 
Highway,’ and the band embellish-
es the song with a bouncy rhythm 
powered by banjo, organ, and 

drums. An album highlight is the 
band original “Anita, Your Lovin’” 
which is a perfect harmonization of 
an early rock and roll street corner/
front porch guy group song with 
soaring harmonies, spoken dialog, 
and la-dah-dah lyrics.  It is a great 
song and probably the only tribute 
to lost love based in Providence.  
The Huey Lewis classic “The Power 
of Love” has lovely lead and harmo-
ny vocals and this band may have 
found its niche retrofitting songs 
into a 50s jive with banjo, bouzou-
ki and drums. Jug band instrumen-
tation on hyperdrive makes Dave 
Van Ronk’s “Hang Me” a whole new 
experience.  The lament, “Lay Some 
flowers on My Grave,” has an extra 
mournful layer with the addition of 
pump organ, saw and Rhodes piano.  
Every now and then a band emerg-
es that has a musical mix that can’t 
be ignored, and this is one of those 
bands!

From Page A-21

Do you have a child who 
would like to participate 
in the Kids on Bluegrass 
Program? 
 
 The Kids on Bluegrass program, under 
the direction of Frank Solivan, Sr., takes place 
at the CBA Fathers Day Bluegrass Festival 
in Grass Valley, California and under the ti-
tle of  Kids on Bluegrass, at the CBA’s River 
City Festival and at Larry and Sondra Baker’s 
“Bluegrassin’ in the Foothills” festival in Plymouth, California.
 Frank Solivan, Sr. has been directing this program for approximately 19 
years and he and his kids consistently delight audiences with high quality 
and highly talented young people.
 This program is open to children ages 3 to 17. The children must be 
able to sing and/or play their instrument WITHOUT parents or guardians 
help. Songs MUST be completely memorized (again without help). Chil-
dren must have good enough understanding of their instrument to have 
good timing, know their chords and be able to change chords quickly, easily 
play 2 or three songs and the ability to play in a group.
 Rehearsal takes place many hours during the day for several days at each 
festival and culminates in a stage production on the main stage at each festi-
val. Parents and children must be ready to commit to all of the rehearsals.
 To find out if your child is ready to participate in this wonderful pro-
gram, visit Frank Solivan, Sr. at his campsite at any one of these festivals.

Frank Solivan, Sr.
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CBA Calendar of Upcoming Music Events
BAND GIGS & CONCERTS
January
01/02/2015 – Kathy Kallick and 

Laurie Lewis will play at The 
Freight & Salvage, , 2020 Addi-
son Street, Berkeley - For more 
information, call Freight & Sal-
vage at 510-644-2020 or email 
info@freightandsalvage.org or 
visit http://thefreight.org/.

01/02/2015 - JimBo Trout & the 
Fishpeople will play at Speiseka-
mmer Restaurant, 2424 Lincoln 
Ave, Alameda, For more infor-
mation, call 510-522-1300 or 
email info@speisekammer.com 
or visit http://www.speisekam-
mer.com/.

01/03/2015 - Laurie Lewis & 
Kathy Kallick will play at The 
Barn, 6698 County Road 30 , 
Gilroy - For more information, 
call or email ebehlmer@yahoo.
com.

01/04/2015 - Laurie Lewis & 
Kathy Kallick will play at French 
Garden Restaurant & Bistro, 
8050 Bodega Avenue , Sebasto-
pol - Dinner served 5-6:30 pm 
Keep your table for the show. 
For more information, call Joan 
or Jennelle at 707-824-2030 or 
email jmarler@FrenchGarden-
Restaurant.com or visit http://
www.frenchgardenrestaurant.
com.

01/05/2015 - The Alabama Bow-
ties will play at Amnesia, 853 
Valencia St, between 19th and 
20th, San Francisco - For more 
information, call or visit http://
amnesiathebar.com.

01/08/2015 - JimBo Trout & the 
Fishpeople will play at Cheese 
Board Pizza, 1512 Shattuck Ave, 
Berkeley - For more informa-
tion, call 510.549.3183 or visit 
http://cheeseboardcollective.
coop/pizza/musicians.

01/10/2015 - Front Country will 
play at West Side Theatre, West 
Side Theatre 1331 Main Street 
Newman, CA 95360, Newman - 
For more information, call West 
Side Theatre at (209) 862-4490 
or email info@westsidetheatre.
org or visit http://www.westsi-
detheatre.org.

01/16/2015 - Bill Evans’ The Banjo 
in America will play at Occiden-
tal Center for the Arts, Occi-
dental Center for the Arts 4008 
Bohemian Highway Bohemian 
Highway and Graton Road , Oc-
cidental - For more information, 
call Paul Knight 415/215-0586 
at or email paul@paulknight-
sound.com or visit http://www.
occidentalcenterforthearts.org.

01/17/2015 - The Tuttles with AJ 
Lee will play at First Presbyteri-
an Church of Mountain View, 
1667 Miramonte Avenue at 
Cuesta Drive , Mountain View - 
For more information, call Peter 
Thompson at 650-968-4473 or 
email bgsignal@comcast.net or 
visit www.rba.org.

01/18/2015 - Sean Watkins will 
play at Don Quixote’s Interna-
tional Music Hall, 6275 High-
way 9, Felton - For more infor-
mation, call 831-335-2800 or 
visit www.donquixotesmusic.

info.
01/23/2015 - Wendy Burch Steel 

& Redwood will play at The 
Monkey House, The Monkey 
House is an intimate art space 
offering high-quality concerts 
with an old Vaudeville vibe and 
unusually fine acoustics. Be-
cause we’re a private residence, 
YOU MUST RESERVE A 
SEAT TO LEARN OUR AD-
DRESS. (On University Ave, 
three blocks from No, Berkeley 
- For more information, call Jen-
nifer Lusardi at or email reser-
vations@monkeyhousetheater.
com or visit http://www.mon-
keyhousetheater.com/MON-
KEY_HOUSE/HOME.html.

01/24/2015 – Molly Tuttle & John 
Mailander, Melody Walker & 
Jacob Groopman will play at St 
Cyprian’s Church, 2097 Turk at 
Lyon, San Francisco - For more 
information, call or visit http://
www.sfbluegrass.org/13fest/
schedule.html#date2013-02-07.

01/28/2015 - High Country will 
play at Albany Taproom, 745 
San Pablo Ave Albany, CA 
94706, Albany - Join us for a 
night of some favorite bluegrass 
standards and truly exceptional 
beers at Albany Taproom. For 
more information, call or visit 
http://canyonjohnson.org/gigs.
php.

01/28/2015 - Maria Muldaur will 
play at Freight & Salvage, 2020 
Addison Street, Berkeley - A 
star-studded group of Bay Area 
acoustic blues musicians are 
teaming with the Freight & Sal-
vage to help two beloved blues-
men, Paul Geremia and ( Juke 
Joint) Johnny Harper Lums-
daine, both of whom have been 
battling serious health chal-
lenges in recent mont For more 
information, call Suzy Thomp-
son at 510-848-5018 or email 
suzy@erickandsuzy.com or visit 
http://www.thefreight.org.

01/28/2015 - The Carolyn Sills 
Combo will play at Sam’s BBQ, 
1110 S Bascom Ave, San Jose - 
For more information, call or 
email sam@samsbbq.com or 
visit http://www.samsbbq.com.

February
02/07/2015 - Blaine Sprouse 

will play at First Presbyterian 
Church of Mountain View, 
1667 Miramonte Avenue at 
Cuesta Drive , Mountain View - 
For more information, call Peter 
Thompson at 650-968-4473 or 
email bgsignal@comcast.net or 
visit www.rba.org.

02/14/2015 - Red Dog Ash will 
play at West Side Theatre, West 
Side Theatre 1331 Main Street 
Newman, CA 95360, Newman - 
For more information, call West 
Side Theatre at (209) 862-4490 
or email info@westsidetheatre.
org or visit http://www.westsi-
detheatre.org.

02/28/2015 - Adkins & Loud-
ermilk will play at Morgan 
Hill Grange Hall, 40 East 4th 
Street, Morgan Hill - For more 
information, call Tim Edes at 

408-595-4882 or email t.edes@
verizon.net or visit http://www.
cbaontheweb.org.

FESTIVALS 2015
January
01/16/2015 - 01/18/2015 Blythe 

- Colorado River Fairgrounds, 
On Olive Lake Road off of Hwy. 
95 Colorado River Fairgrounds 
591 North Olive Lake Blvd Bly-
the, CA 92225 The festival is 
held at the Colorado River Fair-
grounds, 1 mile north of Blythe 
and Interstate 10. Take Intake 
Off-ramp north, to Riverside. 
Bands Include: Larry Efaw & 
The Bluegrass Mountaineers For 
more information, call Blythe 
Area Chamber of Commerce at 
760-922-8166 or email blythe-
coc@yahoo.com or visit http://
www.blythebluegrass.com.

01/24/2015 – NCBS Bluegrass 
on Broadway – Redwood City 
- Bluegrass on Broadway brings 
bluegrass music to downtown 
Redwood City. In addition to 
live performances, it also in-
cludes a bluegrass film festival, 
and the Northern California 
Bluegrass Awards. Admission is 
free to all Bluegrass on Broad-
way events!   For more informa-
tion visit http://www.scbs.org/
events/bob/ 

February
02/26/2015 - 03/01/2015 Winter-

grass in Bellevue, Washington 
- Hyatt Regency Hotel, Hyatt 
Regency Hotel 900 Bellevue 
Way NE Bellevue WA 98004. 
Bands Include: The SteelDriv-
ers, Birds of Chicago, Blueberry 
Hill, Caleb Klauder Country 
Band, Dale Ann Bradley,Del 
McCoury, Della Mae, Don Julin 
& Billy Strings, Dust Bowl Re-
vival, Cahalen Morrison & Eli 
West, G Burns Jug Band, I Draw 
Slow, Jayme Stone & the Lomax 
Project, Jeff Scroggins & Colo-
rado, Laurie Lewis & The Right 
Hands, Kathy Kallick & Laurie 
Lewis, Matuto, Mr. Sun, Patchy 
Sanders, Sarah Jarosz, The Steel 
Wheels, The SteelDrivers, True 
North, Faast & Blair,  For more 
information, call (253) 428-
8056 or visit http://www.acous-
ticsound.org/index.html.

March
03/06/2015 - 03/08/2015 – Blue-

grass on the Beach, Lake Havasu 
City, AZ - Lake Havasu State 
Park, 699 London Bridge Road 
***Site #4 at Hwy 95 & Industri-
al Blvd - Windsor Beach. Bands 
Include: Nu-Blu, Blue Highway, 
Junior Sisk & Ramblers Choice, 
Karl Shiflett & Big Country 
Show, Larry Efaw & The Blue-
grass Mountaineers, Monroe 
Crossing, Red Dog Ash, So-
noran Dogs, The Spinney Broth-
ers .  For more information, call 
Larry & Sondra Baker at (209) 
785-4693 or email rodedog52@
gmail.com or visit http://www.
landspromotions.com/parker-
home.htm.

03/07/2015 – Sonoma County 

Bluegrass & Folk Festival – Se-
bastopol Community Cultural 
Center at 390 Morris St, Sebas-
topol, for more information visit 
http://www.socofoso.com 

03/20/2015 – 03/21/2015 – 
Brookdale Bluegrass Spring 
Festival, at Costanoa Lodge 
& Campground, Highway 1, 
25 miles north of Santa Cruz 
in Pescadero.  Bands to be an-
nounced, for more information 
visit http://222.brookdaleblue-
grass.com. 

April
04/11/2015 – Cloverdale Fid-

dle Festival at the Citrus Fair-
grounds, 1 Citrus Fair Drive 
in Cloverdale, for more infor-
mation contact Mark Hogan 
at 707-829-8012 or 707-479-
5529, email at hogiemoon@
comcast.net or visit http://clo-
verdalefiddles.com.

May
05/02/2015 – Santa Cruz Blue-

grass Fair – at San Lorenzo 
Park, Duck Pond Stage at 137 
Dakota Street, Santa Cruz, ad-
mission is free.  The Santa Cruz 
Bluegrass Fair has been held 
each May since 1986 and is the 
longest-running event staged by 
the Northern California Blue-
grass Society/Santa Cruz Blue-
grass Society.  For more infor-
mation visit http://www.scbs.
org/2012/04/26/2012-ncbss-
cbs-santa-cruz-bluegrass-fair-at-
duck-pond-stage-may-5/  

05/08/2015 - 05/10/2015 - Park-
field - Parkfield Bluegrass Fes-
tival, 25 miles NE of Paso Ro-
bles, alongside Parkfield Cafe, 
at town center -- for directions, 
see website or call us (don’t trust 
MapQuest!). Bands Include: 
To be announced at a later date.  
For more information, call Ed 
Alston at (805) 725-3060 or 
email bmscc12@gmail.com or 
visit http://www.parkfieldblue-
grass.com.

05/21/2015 – 05/25/2015 – 
Strawberry Spring Music Festi-
val – at the Nevada County Fair-
grounds, 11228 McCourtney 
Road, Grass Valley – mark your 
calendars, details to follow.  For 
further info visit http://www.
strawberrymusic.com/home.
aspx 

June 
06/18/2015 – 06/21/2015 – CBA 

Father’s Day Festival, at the 
Nevada County Fairgrounds, 
11228 McCourtney Rd, Grass 
Valley.  Bands include: The Spin-
ney Brothers; David Grisman 
Bluegrass Experience; Steep Ra-
vine;Jumpsteady Boys; Nashville 
Bluegrass Band; Keith Little and 
the Little Band; Kentucky Col-
onels Reunion; Bluegrass Pa-
triots Reunion; Molly Tuttle & 
Friends; Blue Diamond Strings; 
Carl & Judie Pagter & Friends; 
Chris Henry & Hardcore Grass; 
Adkins & Loudermilk, For fur-
ther infor visit http://cbaon-
theweb.org.

06/19/2015 – 06/21/2015 – Live 
Oak Music Festival, at the Live 
Oak Camp, Live Oak is on 
Highway 154, 5.2 miles south of 
the Cachuma Lake campground 
and 1.8 miles north of Paradise 
Road., Santa Barbara.  For more 
info visit http://www.liveaoak-
fest.org/

06/19/2015 – 06/21/2015 – Huck 
Finn Jubilee, at the Cucamonga 
Guasti Regional park, 800 N Ar-
chibald Ave, Ontario.  For more 
information call 951-780-8810 
or visit http://huckfinn.com

06/20/2015 – 06/21/2015 – San 
Francisco Free Folk Festival held 
at Presidio Middle School, 450 
30th Ave between Geary and 
Clement in San Francisco.  For 
more info visit http://www.sf-
folkfest.org/2015/index 

06/26/2015 – 06/28/2015 – Kate 
Wolf Memorial Festival, held 
at Black Oak Ranch, 50350 
Hwy 101 in Laytonville.  Black 
Oak Ranch is 5 miles north of 
Laytonville on the west side of 
Highway 101.  for More infor-
mation visit http://www.kate-
wolfmusicfestival.com 

OTHER
01/08/2015 – 01/11/2015 – The 

Great 48 Hour Jam Session, Ba-
kersfield, California.  48 hours of 
musical fun, Michael Cleveland 
and Flamekeeper will perform 
on Friday night as a fund raiser 
for leukemia research. You may 
mail order advance tickets for 
$20 until January 1. Send check 
or money order to: Gary Young, 
3101 Victoria Way, Bakers-
field, 93309.  Jam session and 
lodging is all contained at the 
Bakersfield Double Tree Hotel, 
3100 Camino del Rio, located 
near the junctions of Highways 
99 and 58. For more informa-
tion contact Kelvin Gregory at 
661-428-7044 or email to kel-
vin@gregspetro.com, or visit 
the CBA page at http://www.
cbaontheweb.org/cba_news.as-
p?newsid=10709 

 
WORKSHOPS & MUSIC 
CAMPS 
06/14/2015 – 06/17/2015 – CBA 

Summer Music Camp, held 
at the Amador County Fair-
grounds, registration opens Feb-
ruary 7/2015, for more informa-
tion visit www.cbaonline.org

REGULAR GIGS
If there are additions, updates or 
deletions to the regular perfor-
mances please email candy.spon-
haltz@gmail.com for changes to 
the calendar listings, both in the 
Breakdown and online.

Albatross Pub, Whiskey Brothers 
on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays, 
1822 San Pablo Ave, 2 blocks 
north of University Ave, Berke-
ley: For more information visit 
http://www.albatrosspub.com. 

Amnesia every Monday, 853 Valen-

Continued on A-24
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CBA Calendar of Upcoming Music Events
cia St, between 19th and 20th, 
San Francisco. For more infor-
mation, call 415-970-0012 or 
visit http://amnesiathebar.com

1st Monday: Front Country
2nd Monday: Toshio Hirano
3rd Monday: Windy Hill
4th Monday: The Earl Brothers

Atlas Café, 3049 20th Street (at 
Alabama), San Francisco. For 
more information, call JimBo 
Trout at 415-648-1047 or email 
jimbotrout@gmail.com or visit 
http://www.atlascafe.net.

Every Saturday: Craig Ventresco & 
Meredith Axelrod

Pacifica Moose Lodge every 4th 
Friday: The Dim Lights at 776 
Bradford Way, 94044, Pacifi-
ca, from 6:30 to 9 p.m.. Great, 
cheap food & drinks. All ages 
welcome! For more informa-
tion, call Vicki Frankel at 650 
740-0181 or email vicki.fran-
kel@gmail.com

Rough & Ready Grange Hall every 
Sunday: The Fruit Jar Pickers, 
Rough & Ready Highway about 
five miles west of Grass Valley in  
Rough & Ready: For more in-
formation, call 530-272-4320 or 
visit www.roughandreadycham-
ber.com. 

Sam’s BBQ every Tuesday & 
Wednesday, 1110 S Bascom Ave, 
San Jose: For more information 
email sam@samsbbq.com or vis-
it http://www.samsbbq.com.

1st Tuesday: Bean Creek
1st and 3rd Wednesday: Sidesaddle
2nd Tuesday: Carolina Special
2nd Wednesday: Dark Hollow
3rd Tuesday: Cabin Fever
4th Tuesday: Windy Hill
4th Wednesday: Loganville

San Gregorio General Store, High-
way 84 and Stage Road, San 
Gregorio: For more informa-
tion, call or visit http://www.
sangregoriostore.com/.

2nd Saturday: Harmony Grits
3rd Sunday: The Circle R Boys

The Liberty Café; Karen Celia 
Heil, many times with a guest, 
plays Old-Time songs and tunes, 
one Friday per month at The 
Liberty Cafe, 410 Cortland Ave, 
downtown Bernal Heights, San 
Francisco. Exact Friday to be an-
nounced on oldtimesf. Located 
in the cottage behind the main 
restaurant, 7:00 to 9:00 PM; 
full Cafe menu available. 410 
Cortland Ave. SF, CA 94110 | 
415.695.8777 http://www.the-
libertycafe.com

The Station Grill every Saturday, 
Dusty Shoes Gospel Band, 170 
W Grand Ave, Grover Beach.  
For more information, call 
(805) 489-3030 or visit http://
dustyshoesbluegrassgospelband.
org/.

The Sand Dollar Restaurant, 3458 

Shoreline Highway, Stinson 
Beach at noon every Sunday 
with Jimbo Trout & The Fish-
people, Savannah Blu, Ed Neff 
Trio, Dark Hollow and Rob-
ert Hart Trio:For more infor-
mation, call 415-868-0434 
or visit http://www.strinson-
beachrestaurant.com.

Willowbrook Ale House every 
Thursday, 3600 Petaluma Blvd 
N, Petaluma a weekly gig featur-
ing three life time CBA honor-
ees. Usually it is Blue & Lone-
some personnel, sometimes we 
have audience participation. 
Sometimes we call the band Ed 
Neff and Friends. We have stellar 
sit ins when a regular member 
cannot make it For more infor-
mation or reservations, call Ed 
Neff at 707-778-8175 or email 
ed@edneff.com  or visit www.
edneff.com.   For more informa-
tion, call (707) 775-4232

JAM SESSIONS
SUNDAY
Altadena - Coffee Gallery Back-

stage, 2029 North Lake Blvd.. 
For more information or reser-
vations, call David Naiditch at 
626-794-2424 or email david-
naiditch@charter.net or visit 
http://www.coffeegallery.com.

Berkeley - Freight and Salvage 
Coffee House, 2020 Addison 
Street Berkeley 94702. Slow 
jam session from 1 to 4 pm on 
the 2nd and 4th Sundays of ev-
ery month. For details, call Ran 
Bush at 520-525-8156 or email 
ranbush@gmail.com For more 
information or reservations, call 
Box Office at 510-548-1761 or 
visit http://www.freightandsal-
vage.org.

Castro Valley - Cafe 4 Coffee Shop 
at 3 Crosses Church, 20600 
John Drive. Cafe is inside the 
church, Every First Sunday, 
Mostly Gospel Bluegrass Jam 
in the Cafe 4 Coffee house at 3 
Crosses Church For more infor-
mation or reservations, call Rich 
& Debra Ferguson at 510-219-
7752.

Castro Valley - United Methodist 
Church Castro Valley, 19806 
Wisteria St. California Old 
Time Fiddlers Association at 
1:30 p.m. For more information 
or reservations email http://
www.csotfa9.org.

Columbia - Jack Douglass Saloon, 
22718 Main St.. 2nd Sunday 
Irish Music jam from 2-6 p.m. 
For more information or reser-
vations, call T Drohan at (209) 
533-4176 or call 209.532-1885 
or visit http://www.jackdoug-
lass-saloon.com..

Cotati - Redwood Cafe`, 8240 Old 
Redwood Highway. For more 
information or reservations 
email knccarney@yahoo.com 
or jdfiddler@yahoo.com or visit 
http://www.redwoodcafecotati.
com/.

Coulterville - The Magnolia Sa-
loon, 5001 Main Street at the 
corner of Highway 49 and 
Route 132 on the way to Yosem-
ite. The Magnolia Saloon, a part 

of the Hotel Jeffery, is the oldest 
working saloon in California, 
complete with the original “bat 
wing” doors and is one of only 
a few saloons to still have them. 
For more information or reser-
vations, call 209-878-0461 or 
visit http://www.hoteljeffery.
com/.

Fairfax - The Sleeping Lady, 23 
Broadway. For more informa-
tion or reservations, call (415) 
485-1182 or visit http://sleep-
ingladyfairfax.com/home.

Folsom - Lockdown Brewing 
Company, 718 Sutter St. Suite 
200, upstairs. For more infor-
mation or reservations, call 
916.358.9645 or email info@
lockdownbrewingcompany.com 
or visit http://www.lockdown-
brewingcompany.com.

La Grange - LaGrange Saloon and 
Grill, 30048 Yosemite Blvd La 
Grange, CA 95329. Old time 
jam on the 4th Sunday of the 
month For more information or 
reservations, call 209-853-2114.

Livermore - Community Living 
Center, 4951 Arroyo Rd Build-
ing 90 Veterans Affairs.

Madera Ranchos - Madera Ranchos 
Cafe, 37193 Avenue 12. This 
jam is the first Sunday of each 
month from 3 - 5 PM This jam 
is mostly old time and Celtic 
music. 1st hr slow jam, then full 
speed. For more information or 
reservations, call Kelly O’Neill 
at 559-283-6093 or email kel-
ly@kellyoneillappraisals.com.

Nevada City - National Hotel, 211 
Broad Street. Old time jam For 
more information or reserva-
tions, call 530-575-8766.

Nipomo - Nipomo Community 
Presbyterian Church, 1235 N 
Thompson Rd at Los Berros Rd, 
just east of the Rt. 101 exit.. In 
the Community Room, com-
fy chairs available, bring music 
stand a music. For more infor-
mation or reservations email 
captainc@slonet.org.

Nipomo - SLO Down Pub, 1200 
E. Grand Ave. (at Briscoe). 
Bluegrass Jam 5:30 to 8:30 pm. 
For more information or reser-
vations, call Roger Siminoff at 
805-474-4876 or email simi-
noff@siminoff.com.

Nipomo - South County Regional 
Center, 800 West Branch Street. 
For more information or res-
ervations, call Mike Morgan at 
805-837-2238.

Orangevale - Orangevale Grange 
Hall, 5805 Walnut Ave., Oran-
gevale, CA 95662 Walnut con-
nects between Madison Ave. 
and Greenback Lane. From Sac-
ramento take Highway 50 East 
to Hazel Ave. exit and turn right 
on Madison, then left on Wal-
nut (just past the traffic light 
at Pershing). . Hosted by Cali-
fornia State Old Time Fiddlers’ 
Association, District 5. 2nd Sun-
day jam beginning at 1 p.m. Des-
serts available at the snack bar. 
Donations accepted For more 
information or reservations, call 
916-989-0993 or email r.stan-
diford@comcast.net or visit 

http://www.cbaontheweb.org.
Oroville - Feather River Senior Cit-

izens, 1335 Myers Street. Food 
& Drink available - Potluck 
For more information or reser-
vations, call Jimi Beeler at 925-
282-3205 or email zeke103@
digitalpath.net.

Palo Cedro - Millville Grange Hall, 
22037 Old Forty-four Drive. 
Old time fiddle concert and 
open mic.

Paso Robles - Old Carnegie Li-
brary, City Park, between 11th 
and 12th streets, Spring and 
Pine.. Open acoustic jam -- all 
levels of ability welcome, we 
range from rank beginners to 
accomplished professionals, and 
try to have something for every-
one. For more information or 
reservations visit http://www.
folkjam.org/recurring-jam/us/
ca/paso-robles/carnegie-haul. 

San Francisco - Progressive 
Grounds Coffee Shop, Progres-
sive Grounds SF on 400 Court-
land Ave. Old time jam 2nd and 
4th Sundays at 3 p.m. For more 
information or reservations 
email larrythe241@yahoo.com.

San Francisco - The Lucky Horse-
shoe, 453 Cortland Ave. For 
more information or reserva-
tions visit http://www.thelucky-
horseshoebar.com.

San Jose: Hoover Middle School, 
1635 Park Ave. Santa Clara 
Valley Fiddlers Association jam 
session, 1 to 5 pm on 1st Sunday 
of every month. $6 members, $8 
non-members, youths 17 and 
under are free.  For more infor-
mation call Richard Brooks at 
650-328-3939 or visit http://
www.fiddlers.org. 

Santa Cruz - Ocean View Park, 
Oceanview Park at 102 Ocean 
View Ave. (Ocean View Ave is 
off Broadway between Ocean 
St. and Branciforte.). A blue-
grass and old time jam on the 
4th Sunday of every month. This 
jam has three separate circles: 
slow jam, advanced bluegrass 
jam, old time jam. Please go 
to http://groups.google.com/
group/santacruzjam for more 
information! For more informa-
tion or reservations, call Jessica 
Evans at 831-359-1864 or email 
santacruzjam@googlegroups.
com or visit http://groups.goo-
gle.com/group/santacruzjam.

Sebastopol - Sebastopol Christian 
Church, 7433 Bodega Avenue 
Corner of Bodega & Jewell Ave. 
. Fourth Sunday gospel jam at 2 
p.m. For more information or 
reservations, call 707-824-1960.

Sunnyvale - Heritage Park Build-
ing, 550 East Remington Drive 
(southwest corner near the or-
chard). Sunnyvale Bluegrass 
Jam, 3rd Sunday of each month 
from 1-5 p.m. The jam is held 
outside on a covered patio at 
the Heritage Park Building, 
jam moves indoors during poor 
weather. There is a $5 per per-
son facility fee. For more infor-
mation contact Tegan McClane 
at the 408-730-7725 For more 
information or reservations, call 

Tegan McClane (Sunnyvale Per-
forming Arts Coordinator) at 
408-730-7725.

Sunnyvale - Heritage Park Build-
ing, Sunnyvale Community 
Center 550 East Remington 
Drive (southwest corner near 
the orchard). 3rd Sunday of each 
month from 1 to 5 pm. This is a 
great location near the orchard. 
Play outside in the shade or in-
side. All levels welcome. $5 fee 
per person pays the City for the 
space. If you have questions, con-
tact Paul or Sue, 408-737-2521 
or 775-720-2400. For more in-
formation or reservations, call 
Paul or Sue at 408-737-2521 or 
775-720-2400.

Woodbridge - The Woodbridge 
Grange, 1074 Academy St. 
Youth acoustic music jam held 
every 2nd Sunday of the month 
from 2 to 4 p.m. For more in-
formation or reservations email 
davidvoytek@gmail.com. 

MONDAY
Bakersfield - Rusty’s Pizza, 5430 

Olive Drive (in the Von’s Cen-
ter). For more information or 
reservations, call Kelvin Greg-
ory or Slim Sims at 661-392-
7973/661-428-7044 or 760-
762-6828 or email kelvin@
gregspetro.com or slim1070@
msn.com.

Culver City - Industry Cafe` & 
Jazz, 6039 Washington Blvd. 
For more information or reser-
vations, call Jeff Fleck at 310-
390-4391 or email jfleck47@
ca.rr.com.

Oakland - Baja Taqueria Jam, Baja 
Taqueria, 4070 Piedmont Ave. 
(near 41st Street), Oakland, 
CA. Every Monday, jam hosted 
by Tom Lucas For more infor-
mation or reservations, call Joe 
Howton at 510-547-2252 or 
email TRman2323@aol.com 
or visit http://sfbluegrass.org/
php/tacojam.html.

Oakland - The Stork Club, 2330 
Telegraph Ave. For more in-
formation or reservations, call 
(510) 444-6174.

Oroville - Bolt Tool Museum, 1650 
Broderick Street. Instruction 
and shared music time aim to 
encourage musicians to perform 
in groups. For more information 
or reservations, call 530-282-
3205.

Palo Alto - Fandango’s Pizza, 3163 
Middlefield at Loma Verde. Old 
time jam every Monday For 
more information or reserva-
tions, call 650-494-2928 or vis-
it http://www.fandangopizza.
com/fandango%20bluegrass.
htm.

San Francisco - Amnesia, 853 Va-
lencia St, between 19th and 
20th. For more information or 
reservations, call 415-970-0012 
or visit http://amnesiathebar.
com. 

TUESDAY
Berkeley - Berkeley Fellowship 

of Unitarian Universalists 

Continued on A-26
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cooking, remove the bone and 
strip off meat.  Return the meat to 
the slow cooker.  Finish the 8 hour 
total cooking time.  (How easy was 
that?)  This soup is better the sec-
ond day when it thickens and the 
flavors mingle!    Makes 8 servings.
 
 I go to at least one potluck every 
month and am always faced with the 
question of what to bring and what 
would taste good even if it gets cold.  
Here are two of my favorites.

BBQ Chicken 
Cornbread Bake

1 cup frozen corn kernels, 
thawed

1 can creamed corn
1 cup sour cream
1 box Jiffy cornbread mix
2 eggs
3 cups cooked, chopped 

chicken (I used a cooked 
chicken from the market)

1 cup BBQ sauce
1 cup cheddar cheese, 

shredded

 Preheat oven to 350 de-
grees.  Lightly spray a 9 x 13 inch 
baking pan with cooking spray.  
Mix together corns, sour cream, 
cornbread mix and eggs.  Pour 
into prepared pan.  Bake for 
30 minutes.  Toss chicken with 
BBQ sauce and spread on top of 
the baked cornbread casserole.  
Sprinkle with the cheese.  Bake 
an additional 10 to 15 minutes, 
until cheese is melted and corn-
bread is done.

 My mother used to make this 
bean casserole for church potlucks 
when I was a youngster.  I still re-
member the wonderful aroma in 
the kitchen while it was baking.

5 Bean Casserole

½ pound bacon, cooked and 
crumbled

15 oz. can of the following 
beans:
Butter beans
Lima beans
Red kidney beans
White kidney beans

 Happy New Year and welcome 
to my kitchen!  I hope everyone had 
a wonderful holiday.  I love getting 
together with family to share a meal 
and celebrate the season.
 I have decided not to make any 
new year resolutions.  I’m going to 
make lists instead and take pleasure 
in checking the boxes.  There is so 
much to do in life that without a 
checklist I find myself overwhelmed.  
That’s not to say that I am accom-
plishing any monumental tasks, but 

if I can at least take care of one thing 
each week I feel satisfied.  I would re-
ally like to have my kitchen counter-
tops replaced with granite. That will 
probably be included in the “monu-
mental and costly” section of my list. 
 Speaking of the kitchen, I have 
been spending quite a bit of time in 
there lately.  With the cooler weather 
and rain-filled days (few as they may 
be), the urge to cook has reappeared.  
Time to try new recipes, especially 
soups.  That is how I clean out the re-
frigerator.  We had an early Thanks-
giving celebration when our son and 
his wife came for a visit and I fixed a 
ham dinner.  I like to choose a bone-
in ham because I think the flavor is 
so good.  I wanted to make soup with 
the bone, but something different 
than split pea.  Here’s what I came up 
with.

Ham Bone Vegetable 
Soup in the Crock Pot

1 ham bone with meat
2 carrots, diced
¼ tsp. celery seed
1 medium onion, chopped
2 medium russet potatoes, 

cubed
1-14 oz. can stewed tomatoes
48 oz. low sodium chicken 

broth
1-14 oz. can white beans, 

drained and rinsed
1 tsp. black pepper
½ tsp. garlic powder

 Remove any remaining fat 
from the ham bone.  Process the 
stewed tomatoes in the food pro-
cessor.  Combine all ingredients in 
the crock pot and cook for 8 hours 
on low.  With one hour left in the 

Meet Me In the Kitchen By Eileen Kleinschmidt

Navy beans 
1 medium white onion, diced
¾ cup brown sugar
1 cup cider vinegar
½ tsp. garlic powder
¼ tsp. salt, or to taste

 Preheat oven to 350 de-
grees.  Rinse and drain the 
beans.  Cook bacon in a medi-
um pan over medium-high heat.  
Once crispy, set aside on a paper 
towel-lined plate.  Add diced 
onion to bacon fat, season with 
salt and garlic powder and cook 
until soft and translucent.  In a 
large roasting pot, combine all 
ingredients and stir well.  Cover 
and bake for 80 to 90 minutes.  
Stir again and bake uncovered 
for 30 to 40 minutes.  Stir well 
and serve.

 I am saving the best for last.  
If only this paper were scratch and 
sniff !  The aroma of this desert is 
simply out of this world.  This is 
another crowd pleaser, using sea-
sonal fresh fruit.  It is great served 
warm, fresh out of the oven, but 
almost better the second day 
warmed up.  Serve with vanilla 
ice cream or whipped cream if de-
sired (why wouldn’t you?!)

Apple and Pear Crisp

2 pounds ripe Bosc pears 
(about 4)

2 pounds Granny Smith 
apples (about 6)

1 tsp. grated orange zest
1 tsp. grated lemon zest
2 Tbsp. freshly squeezed 

orange juice
2 Tbsp. freshly squeezed 

lemon juice
½ cup granulated sugar
¼ cup all-purpose flour
1 tsp. ground cinnamon
½ tsp. ground nutmeg

For the topping:
1-½ cups all-purpose flour
¾ cup granulated sugar
¾ cup light brown sugar, 

lightly packed
½ tsp. kosher salt
1 cup old-fashioned oatmeal
2 sticks cold, unsalted but-

ter, diced

Eileen Kleinschmidt

 Preheat oven to 350 degrees.  
Peel, core and cut the pears and 
apples into large chunks.  Place the 
fruit in a large bowl and add the 
zests, juices, sugar, flour, cinna-
mon, and nutmeg.  Pour into a 9 x 
12 inch baking dish.

For the topping:
 Combine the flour, sugars, 
salt, oatmeal and butter in the 
bowl of an electric mixer fitted 
with the paddle attachment.  Mix 
on low speed for 1 minute, until 
the mixture is in large crumbles.  
Sprinkle evenly over the fruit, cov-
ering completely.  
 Place the baking dish on a 

sheet pan and bake for 50 minutes 
to 1 hour, until the top is brown 
and the fruit is bubbly.

Above: Perfect for the cold weather - BBQ Chicken Cornbread 
Bake. Right: For dessert we have Apple Pear Crisp.     

photos: Eileen Kleinschmidt

FUN FOOD FACTS
1. Humans are born craving sugar.
2. Apples belong to the rose family, as do pears and plums.
3. Oklahoma’s state vegetable is the watermelon.
4. Eating bananas can help fight depression.
5. “SPAM” is short for spiced ham.
6. Apples float in water because 25% of their volume is made of air.
7. The most popular carrots used to be purple.
8. The 57 on the Heinz ketchup bottle represents the number of vari eties  
 of pickles the company once had.
   ......Who Knew?
“The secret of success in life is to eat what you like and let the food fight it out 
inside.”   - Mark Twain 
 I hope everyone has a great month.  Go listen to some music! We are 
heading out tonight to hear Birds of Chicago and The T Sisters at our local 
Sutter Creek Theater.  We saw Patchy Sanders there last weekend.  Music two 
weekends in a row---woohoo!  Be kind to each other and I’ll see you in my 
kitchen next month.

CBA sponsored jam every 1st Wednesday

116 Clement Street, SF

CBA Spring Campout
April 13-19

Stanislaus County Fairgrounds, 
Turlock
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CBA Calendar of Upcoming Music Events
(BFUU) , 1606 Bonita Ave. at 
Cedar St. in North Berkeley. We 
play Bluegrass standards kinda 
slow, support each others’ learn-
ing, and have some laughs. My 
job is to act as the Jam Lifeguard 
when songs start to unravel, and 
do some coaching. Email me if 
you have questions. For more in-
formation or reservations email 
ranbush@gmail.com.

Dublin - Dublin Heritage Center, 
6600 Donlon Way in the old 
schoolhouse. Jam Session from 
7 to 9 p.m. on the 2nd and 4th 
Tuesday of every month. For 
more information or reserva-
tions, call 925-452-2100.

Merced - The Coffee Bandits, 309 
w Main St. Bluegrass, old-time, 
Americana For more informa-
tion or reservations, call Marc 
Alvira at 209-58-3852 or 209-
383-1200.

Modesto - Queen Bean Coffee 
House, 1126 14th Street. 2nd & 
4th Tuesday of EVERY month, 
7 to 9 p.m. Flavor of music is 
bluegrass, gospel, fiddle-tunes, 
old-time and traditional coun-
try. For more information or res-
ervations, call Rainy Escobar at 
(209) 985-9282. or email Inam-
Mec@aol.com.

Paso Robles - Oak Creek Com-
mons, 635 Nicklaus Drive. We 
meet in the common room in 

the common building at the cen-
ter of the complex. Bring an in-
strument and join in! For more 
information or reservations, call 
(805) 234-0809.

San Francisco - Durty Nelly’s, 2328 
Irving Street between 24th and 
25th Avenues. 1st, 3rd and 5th 
Tuesdays For more information 
or reservations email dinahbe-
atrice@gmail.com.

Santa Clara - Santa Clara Train 
Depot, 1005 Railroad Ave. 4th 
Tuesday from 6 to 9 p.m. For 
more information or reserva-
tions, call (408) 243-3969 or 
visit http://www.scbs.org/.

Santa Maria - La Maria Trailer Park, 
1701 S Thornburg - When you 
turn in off Thornburg, go right 
and follow on around to a lit-
tle right turn in the street, go 
to the left and you can see the 
club house on the left. If you are 
a musician [string instruments 
(violin/fiddle, guitar, mandolin, 
bass, banjo,ukulele), accordion, 
harmonica and want to partic-
ipate, please come join us for 
jamming. 

Seaside - Seaside High School, 
Seaside High School Music 
Building 2200 Noche Buena 
Ave.. Bluegrass jam. 2nd and 
4th Tuesday of the month. 7:00 
- 9:30 PM For more informa-
tion or reservations, call Chuck 
Hurd at 831-656-9790 or email 
chuckhurdley@comcast.net.

Sebastopol - Subud Hall, 234 
Hutchins Ave off Highway 116 
on the south side of town near 
The Aubergine. Regular jam on 
the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each 
month. For more information 
or reservations email davidacarl-
son62@hotmail.com.

Ventura - Milano’s Italian Restau-
rant, 1559 Spinnaker Drive Ste 
100. For more information or 
reservations, call (805) 658-
0388 or email michaelrubin1@
earthlink.net or visit http://
home.earthlink.net/~generu-
binaudio/. 

WEDNESDAY
Atascadero - Last Stage West BBQ, 

15050 Morro Road. For more 
information or reservations, call 
Bern Singsen at 805-595-1970 
or visit http://www.laststagew-
est.net.

El Cerrito - Music Works , 11225 
San Pablo Avenue. The jam is 
upstairs, accessible through the 
door just north of the store en-
trance, 11231 San Pablo. Near 
the Del Norte Bart station and 
bus lines.. Open bluegrass jam 
at the Music Works music store 
in El Cerrito. All levels welcome, 
two larges rooms available. No 
food or drink except water. For 
more information or reserva-
tions, call (510) 232-1000 or 
visit www.ecmusicworks.com.

Fresno - Santa Fe Basque Restau-
rant, Friends of Ken-
ny Hall Regular Jam 
at 3110 N Maroa 
Ave., Fresno, CA
Martinez - Alameda 
Arts & Wine Fair, 
707 Marina Vis-
ta Martinez, CA 
94553. Hosted by 
Bruce Campbell and 
Red Rick Horlick 
from 7 to 10 p.m., 
with sign up at 6:30 
p.m. The house band, 
led by Bruce Camp-
bell, will be there to 
back up any pickers 
and singers. Are you 
a bluegrass musician 
that hasn’t hit the big 
time yet? Then, come 
on down to Arman-
do’s and get on stage 
with some of the hot-
test bluegrass players 
in the Bay Area. Are 
you a bluegrass fan? 
3 hours of music for 
$3! For more infor-
mation or reserva-
tions, call Eloise Cot-
ton at 925-229-1989 
or visit www.arman-
dosmartinez.com.
Petaluma - Aqus 
Cafe, 189 H Street 
. 4th Wednesday 
Bluegrass and Old 
Time open jam 
from 7 to 9 p.m. For 
more information 
or reservations, call 
707.778.6060 or visit 
http://www.aqusca-
fe.com.

San Francisco - Plough and Stars, 
116 Clement St. (between 2nd 
& 3rd Ave.) . Jam hosted by 
Jeanie & Chuck Poling For more 
information or reservations, call 
415-751-1122 or visit http://
www.theploughandstars.com.

Santa Clara - Bluz By-you, 1240 
Coleman Ave,Santa Clara, CA 
95050. 1st, 3rd and 5th Wednes-
days for jamming For more in-
formation or reservations, call 
408.588.1111 or email dcfid-
dles@gmail.com or visit http://
www.bluzbyyou.com/.

Santa Clara - Neto’s Market & 
Grill, 1313 Franklin St. Jams on 
the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of 
each month from 6 to 8:30 p.m. 
Arrive early for great food and 
company! For more information 
or reservations visit http://ne-
tosmarketandgrill.com/home.

Scotts Valley - Coffee Cat, Coffee 
Cat. This is an invitational blue-
grass jam, patterned after the 
Taco Jam that is held in Oak-
land. If you are interested, please 
send an email to Steve Rosen ( 
steverosen@polarlight.com ) to 
request a spot on the list. For 
more information or reserva-
tions, call Steve Rosen at 831-
566-6828 or email steverosen@
polarlight.com or visit http://
www.TheJavaJam.com.

Sonora - Christopher’s Ristorante 
Italiano, Christopher’s Risto-
rante Italiano 160 Washington 
Street in the historic Sonora Inn 
. Ukulele jam 2nd Wednesday of 
every month at 6 p.m. For more 
information or reservations, call 
209 533 2600.

Vacaville - Vacaville Winestyles, 
Vacaville Winestyles 11-B 
Town Square Place Vacaville, 
CA 95688 . Regular Jam, 3rd 
Wednesday of each month, from 
7 to 9:00 pm Jam is intermedi-
ate and above. Each participant 
needs to be able to lead three 
songs For more information or 
reservations, call John Erwin at 
(707) 447-9463 or visit http://
www.winestyles.net. 

THURSDAY
Corte Madera - Marin Luther-

an Church, Marin Lutheran 
Church 649 Meadowsweet 
Corte Madera, CA. Bluegrass 
jam 1st and 3rd Thursdays from 
7:30 to 10:00 p.m. For more in-
formation or reservations, call 
Pat Palmer at 415 305-4250 or 
email everevolving@earthlink.
net or visit uimfamilyministry@
earthlink.net.

Morgan Hill - Morgan Hill Grange 
Hall, 40 East 4th St. 1st, 2nd 
and 4th Thursday night jam. 
For more information or reser-
vations, call Tim Edes at (408) 
779-5456 or email tim.bei@
charter.net or visit http://www.
cbaontheweb.org.

Murphys - Figaro’s Pizza, 164 E 
Highway 4 Murphys, California 
(next to Murphys Suites Hotel). 
Bluegrass and acoustic jam on 
the 1st and 3rd Thursdays from 
6 to 9 p.m. at the Growler Craft 
Brewery aka Figaro’s Pizza For 

From Page A-24 more information or reserva-
tions, call 209-728-1162.

Napa - Napa Jam, Pizza Hut - 3510 
Jefferson St., Napa, Ca. Blue-
grass and Fiddle Jam Session 
every Thursday night (except 
holidays) from 7 pm to 9:30 pm 
in Napa. For more information 
or reservations, call Pat Calhoun 
at (707) 255-4936 or email pat-
cal@napanet.net.

Sacramento - Various locales in the 
Sacramento area, Various homes 
and churches in the Sacramento 
area. Jams held every Thursday 
from 7 to 10 p.m. Contact John 
by phone or e-mail for the loca-
tion of the next jam. For more 
information or reservations, call 
John at 916-990-0719 or email 
bluegrass@shaunv.com. 

FRIDAY
Hanford - Yarnall’s Pizza - back 

room, http://www.yarnalpiz-
zeria.com 820 W Lacey blvd. 
Hanford, CA. All are welcome! 
Young and old. This is a regular 
jam of mostly old time fiddlers. 
For more information or reser-
vations, call Stacey Snodgrass at 
(559) 836-0068 or email ssno-
dgrass@gmail.com.

Placerville - Main Street Music, 
263 Main Street at the corner of 
Center. For more information 
contact the number below. For 
more information or reserva-
tions, call 530-622-1357.

Sonora - Mi Pueblo Restaurant, 
126 S Washington St. Down 
the steps and next to the creek, 
held 2nd and 4th Fridays unless 
there is a major bluegrass event 
that day. For more information 
or reservations email billschnei-
derman@gmail.com.

Woodbridge - The Woodbridge 
Grange, 1074 Academy St. 
Youth acoustic music jam held 
every 2nd Sunday of the month 
from 2 to 4 p.m. For more in-
formation or reservations email 
davidvoytek@gmail.com. 

SATURDAY
Chico - Cafe Flo, 365 E 6th St. $2 

cost per person. For more infor-
mation or reservations, call Lucy 
Smith at 530-894-1449 or email 
lucyinchico@hotmail.com.

Chico - Centerville School House, 
13548 Centerville Rd. For more 
information or reservations, call 
Lucy Smith at 530-894-1449 
or email lucyinchico@hotmail.
com.

Chico - Upper Crust Bakery, 130 
Main Street. Folk Music Jam, 1st 
Saturday of every month.  For 
more information or reserva-
tions, call Steve Johnson at 530-
345-4128.

Citrus Heights - Round Table Piz-
za, 7867 Lichen Dr. For more 
information or reservations, call 
560-409-4012.

Crowley Lake - McGee Creek 
Lodge, 12 miles south of Mam-
moth Lakes and 20miles north 
of Bishop. Take 395 to the Mc-
Gee Creek Exit. First place on 

Continued on A-27

Jam 1st Sunday Every Month
Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association

Jam 1-5 pm, Open-Mike Stage 1:30-5 pm
Beginners’ Circle Slow Jam 2 pm

Come to play, or just to listen.
Beginners and families welcome.

fiddlers.org or  Richard Brooks: 650-328-3939

Hoover Middle School Cafeteria
1420 Naglee Ave. (at Park), San Jose

• Many music styles (Bluegrass, O-T, swing, ...).
• Regular Jam admission at Hoover: member

adults $6, non-members $8; kids thru 17 free.
• Acoustic instruments only, please. 

See www.fiddlers.org for special events including
Summertime jams at the Rose Garden
Special performances and concerts
KidFiddle and other youth fiddle events
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Attention bands, promoters, venues – if you would like to have your performanc-
es, concerts, festivals or jam sessions listed in the Bluegrass Breakdown and on 
the CBA website, please send your information to CBA Calendar Editor - Can-
dy Sponhaltz at candy.sponhaltz@gmail.com

the left.. Open jam for pros to be-
ginners! For more information or 
reservations, call Jeff Meadway at 
760 914 1089 or email meadway-
jeff@yahoo.com or visit none.

Dublin - Dublin Heritage Center, 
Old St. Raymond’s Church 6600 
Donlon Way. Slow/practice Jam 
Session from 1 to 4 pm on the 
2nd and 4th Saturday of every 
month. For more information or 
reservations, call 925-452-2100.

Fremont - Mission Pizza & Pub, 
1572 Washington Blvd., Fre-
mont, CA Washington Blvd Exit 
Off 680 Between 680 and Paseo 
Padre Parkway. 1st and 3rd Sat-
urday jams For more information 
or reservations, call Phil Willis at 
510-651-6858/510-574-1880 or 
email info@missionpizza.com or 
visit http://www.missionpizza.
com.

Lafayette - Lamorinda Music Store, 
81 Lafayette Circle Lafayette, 
CA 94549. Sponsored by Mighty 
Fine Guitars “A Bluegrass and 
Old Time Music Jam takes place 
every 1st Saturday of the month, 
using the Parking Lot Picker Se-
ries Songbook. All players and 
singers of various skill levels are 
welcome. Come join us for some 
fun For more information or res-
ervations, call John Gruenstein 

CBA Father’s Day Festival full hook-up (FHU) lottery for 2015
ervation must tender their FHU 
fee of $230 plus purchase or pos-
session of (comp eligible) at least 
one 4-day festival pass to CBA by 
the date given in the notification 
of lottery results.
 The remaining lottery en-
trants will be placed, in order, on a 
waiting list for notification when-
ever a reservation opens up. Any-
one who might want to reserve a 
FHU space next June is strongly 
encouraged to read through the 
CBA’s FHU lottery policy:

FATHER’S DAY FESTIVAL 
FULL HOOK-UP (FHU) RES-
ERVATION POLICY

1. Reservation Lottery System:    
Reservations for FHU sites at 
Father’s Day Festival (FDF) will 
be determined strictly by lot-
tery.    Lottery placement will 
govern assignment of specific 
reservable FHU sites (where re-
quested by reservation holders).

2. Determining Reservable FHU 
Sites:    By the December board 
meeting of the year preced-
ing FDF, the Festival Director 

By Craig Wilson
 Obtaining FHU reservations 
for our annual Grass Valley gala 
has long posed a challenge. With 
only some 38 such spaces (ap-
proximate) available, and with a 
first-come/first-served system de-
termining who gets reservations, 
anyone who failed to call on the 
very day reservations opened – 
some seven months prior to the 
festival – stood little chance of re-
serving a FHU site. Starting with 
the 2008 festival the CBA’s board 
moved to improve the FHU res-
ervation system. It adopted the 
below-outlined policy to insure 
fairness and convenience in award-
ing FHU reservations to future 
festival attendees.
 In brief, this policy requires 
every member wanting to reserve 
a FHU space to first enter a quali-
fying lottery. To so enter, one need 
only mail his/her name, address, 
phone no. and CBA member 
number or submit that informa-
tion via e-mail to the FHU Lottery 
Coordinator by January 15, 2015 
– no multiple entries permitted. 
Those who place sufficiently high 
in the lottery to qualify for a res-

will submit to CBA’s board 
the number of FHU sites to be 
made available through lottery, 
along with a list of FHU sites 
to be preemptively reserved for 
entertainers and for specific fes-
tival personnel.

3. Exemptions from Lottery:   
(a) Every lifetime CBA member 

will be exempt from the lottery 
process, and entitled to one 
FHU reservation, so long as s/
he (1) requests a reservation 
before December 15th of the 
year preceding FDF, and (2) 
complies with deadline for pay-
ment of FHU fees. (Note: some 
electrical hook-ups are available 
in the handicapped camping 
sections with some closer to the 
stage area.)

(b) Any CBA member with disabil-
ity requiring FHU amenities 
will be exempt from the lottery 
process, and is entitled to one 
FHU reservation, so long as s/
he (1) provides his/her DMV 
placard no. and requests a res-
ervation before December 15th 
of  the year preceding FDF, and 
(2) complies with deadline for 

payment of FHU fees.
(c) The board may authorize ad-

ditional exemptions for good 
cause at any duly noticed board 
meeting prior to January 1 of 
each year.

4. Lottery Eligibility:    Every CBA 
member in good standing who 
intends to buy a 4-day FDF 
ticket (or who is the holder of 
a 4-day volunteer comp FDF 
ticket), and who will not have a 
reservation through exemption, 
is eligible to enter the FHU 
reservation lottery.   Each CBA 
membership number is restrict-
ed to just one lottery entry.   No 
lottery entry may be transferred.

 
5. Reservations Non-Transferable:    

No FHU reservation may be 
transferred, whether obtained 
through exemption or through 
lottery.   If a reservation holder 
is compelled to cancel his/her 
reservation, CBA will refund 
the amount paid consistent 
with existing refund policy, and 
will offer that reservation to 
the next person in order on the 
FHU waiting list.

6. Lottery Procedure:
(a) Each participating CBA mem-

ber will mail (or e-mail) his/
her entry, without payment of 
any fee, to the FHU Lottery 
Coordinator, beginning No-
vember 1 of the year preced-
ing FDF.   Each entry must list 
entrant’s name, address, phone 
no., and CBA no.  Applications 
by e-mail must be directed to: 
cbahookups08@gmail.com to 
insure processing. Should appli-
cations be directed to any other 
private e-mail address, includ-
ing the FHU Lottery coordina-
tor’s, there is no guarantee they 
can or will be entered into the 
lottery process.  Entries may be 
in any legible format which in-
cludes all requisite information.  
If confirmation of entry receipt 
is desired, SASE must accom-
pany mail entry; all e-mail en-
tries will be confirmed by reply 
e-mail.

(b) Entries will close January 15th 
– entries postmarked after Jan-
uary 15th will be added to the 
bottom of the waiting list, in 
order of postmark dates. 

(c) The FHU Lottery Coordinator 
will confirm eligibility of all 
entries received.  S/he will then 
assign sequential numbers (be-
ginning with 1) to each valid 
entrant, and prepare confiden-
tial listing of this data.   

(d) Within three days following 
close of entries, the FHU Lot-
tery Coordinator will telephone 
or e-mail CBA Chair, Director 
of Operations, and Festival Di-
rector to convey the number of 
valid entries received.  These 
three will thereupon select (by 
majority decision) a procedure 
for prioritizing each entrant’s 
number by a wholly random 
method.

(e) The selected procedure will be 

completed in the presence of 
at least two disinterested board 
members or officers not later 
than January 25.  When com-
pleted, the FHU Lottery Coor-
dinator will then match results 
with entrant’s names, to com-
pile a prioritized list for dissem-
ination to concerned staff.  

(f ) The FHU Lottery Coordinator 
will convey the prioritized list 
not later than January 30th to 
Festival Director, and E-Com-
merce and Advance Ticket Co-
ordinators.    Each coordinator 
will retain this list through June 
of the following year.

(g) The FHU Lottery Coordinator 
will then notify all entrants of 
their placement in the lottery, 
that is, numerical position on 
either the reservation holders 
list, or the waiting list.   

(h) Notification of lottery results 
will be made by post card to ev-
ery entrant, unless s/he requests 
otherwise.   Notification to 
“winners” will include BOLD-
FACE UPPER-CASE advisory 
of deadlines for (a) payment of 
FHU fees, and (b) for purchase 
of at least one 4-day festival 
ticket, together with advisory 
that failure to meet either dead-
line will cause reservation to be 
forfeited [with return of fees 
tendered, consistent with CBA’s 
refund policy].

(i) Deadline for payment of FHU 
fees will be set at least 10 busi-
ness days after notification.   
Deadline for reservation hold-
ers’ payment of 4-day FDF 
ticket fees will be set at least 
one month after the FHU-fees 
deadline at Early Bird ticket 
prices.

(j) Should any of the above-noted 
intermediate deadlines be ex-
tended in conducting the lot-
tery, subsequent deadlines (e.g. 
for payment of FHU fees and 
purchase of 4-day FDF tickets) 
will likewise be extended. 

(k) Any member desiring to appeal 
lottery results must so notify 
CBA’s board within 10 days of 
receipt of notification of such 
results.   The board will decide 
such appeal consistent with its 
written procedures, and within 
45 days, unless good cause ex-
ists for continuance.

7. Policy Revision:    This policy, 
adopted Sept. 2007, will be sub-
ject to board review after each 
festival, whereat the board will 
consider input from any inter-
ested CBA member.   Revision 
of this policy may be effected 
consistent with CBA’s by-laws.

 
Contact information:
Craig Wilson
FDF FHU Coordinator
11119 Academy Avenue,
Bakersfield, CA 93312
661-589-8249
cbahookups08@gmai l .
com

CBA Calendar
at 925-268-8226 or email ste-
vie@mightyfine guitars or visit 
http://lamorindamusic.com/.

Marysville - The Brick Coffee House 
and Cafe, 316 D Street Phone 
for The Brick is 530-743-5283. 
Bluegrass and old-time jam on 
the first Saturday of every month 
from 3 to 6 p.m. All skill levels 
are welcome and standard jam 
protocol is follow. For more in-
formation or reservations, call 
Kit Burton or Janet Crott at 
(530)743-0413 or (530)701-
5090 or email kitburton@hot-
mail.com or janetcrott@yahoo.
com or visit http://thebrickcof-
feehouse.com/.

Nipomo - Lightning Joe’s Guitar 
Heaven, 100 East Branch Street 
in the Historic Village, just off 
Highway 101 at Grand Ave. 
Bluegrass, old time, old grass, 
originals, country, newgrass. We 
will explore tunes with an em-
phasis on on working them up to 
speed, understanding the forms 
and allowing the players to find 
a place to shine. Plenty of stools 
but bring music stands. go up 
For more information or reserva-
tions, call 805-481-2226.

Paso Robles - Matt’s Music, 617 
12th St. Matt’s Jam every Sat-
urday from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 
Matt’s Music in downtown Paso 
Robles For more information or 

reservations, call 805-237-0054.
Redding - Round Table Pizza - Red-

ding, 900 Dana Drive. Free old 
time fiddle concert & open mic 
after the concert 

Santa Clara - Edward Peterman 
Museum of Railroad Histo-
ry at Santa Clara Depot, 1005 
Railroad Avenue - Santa Clara 
Amtrak Station (Santa Clara 
Depot) across from Santa Clara 
University . A friendly bluegrass 
music jam, intermediate to ad-
vanced. Sunny days, jam outside 
on the SW corner next big shady 
tree. Rainy days - jam inside the 
museum. Free parking in front 
of the museum. Paid parking 
(not checked often)to south 
and west of museum For more 
information or reservations, call 
Mary M. Kennedy at 408-241-
5920 or email kennedymk@
comcast.net.

Sebastopol - Coffee Catz, 6761 
Sebastopol Ave #300 Highway 
12 just east of Sebastopol by the 
Sebastopol Inn. Every Saturday 
afternoon jam from 2 to 5 p.m. 
~~~ This is not a slow jam or 
beginner’s jam, intermediate and 
above players are expected and 
new additions are always wel-
come. For more information or 
reservations, call 707-829-6600 
or visit http://www.coffeecatz.
com/

From Page A-26
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