Vol.
No. 9
April41
2015

Bluegrass Breakdown

Inside this issue

April 2015
A-1

Two new Bluegrass Breakdown features:

LOOKIN’ (page 6) is a new musicians bulletin board
Porch Talk (page 10) is a new interview column by
Dave Berry

Plus feature articles, news, recipes and
reviews... and much more

www.cbaontheweb.org
CBA’s Big June Festival in Grass Valley

CBA’s Music Camp

Hot square dances at the Father’s Something Old
Day Bluegrass Festival
Something New!
By Geoff Sargent and Peter Langston
Something old,
Something new,
Something borrowed,
Something blue,
And a silver sixpence in her shoe

Photo of last year’s square dance by Bob Calkins.
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Time to renew your membership? Check out
the date
on mailing label below.

By Steve Goldfield
Do you enjoy swinging your
partner, do si do, promenade, and
all those great moves in traditional
square dancing? If so, we have two
very hot bands and a great caller, Erik
Hoffman, to lead you through your
steps on Friday and Saturday nights
in June. On Friday night, we feature the Jumpsteady Boys with four
of the best old-time musicians alive
(Bruce Molsky, Rafe Stefanini, Mike
Compton, and Joe Newberry). On
Saturday night, you can move to the
sounds of Black Diamond Strings,
which includes another equally stellar group of folks ( Jody Stecher and
Kate Brislin, Eric and Suzy Thompson, Paul Shelasky, and Paul Knight).
Both these dances are included in the

price of your festival ticket and will
be held in the early evening. You
don’t need to be an expert dancer.
Erik will explain and teach all the
moves as he calls them. So, bring
your partner or come alone and mingle a bit. It’s great fun, and the energy
in the room is tremendous.
If you are an old-time musician,
you’ll enjoy lots of opportunities
to jam in the wonderful pine-filled
Nevada County Fairgrounds. The
camping is excellent, too, with lots
of shade and pleasant spots to pitch
your tent or park your trailer. The two
bands mentioned above will also play
two sets each on stage. CBA founder
Carl Pagter and his wife Judie Pagter
Continued on A-6

CBA Sponsored Event

Cloverdale Old Time Fiddle
Festival entering its 40th year!
By Mark Hogan
The Cloverdale Old Time Fiddle Festival will celebrate
its 40th anniversary on Saturday, April 11th at the Citrus Fair
Grounds in Cloverdale. Beginning last year, the festival is presented by the trio of the California State Old Time Fiddlers’
Association District 10, the Cloverdale Citrus Fair, and the
Sonoma County Folk Society, with a big assist from LaguniContinued on A-4

This olde English rhyme describes a tradition of what brides should wear on their wedding
day. Like most rhymes similar to this one, its origins are lost in history. However, according to the
Deep Thought computer algorithm “Wikipedia”
(the repository of all human knowledge worth
knowing) we can explain some of the items in
the rhyme. Evidently “something old” and “something blue” in a bride’s trousseau could have their
origins in fending off the evil eye! Unfortunately these old English rhymes did not anticipate
a more modern society where traditions have
evolved so I think the rhyme is good advice for
brides and grooms alike. Beware the evil eye! I’ve
never really understood what an “evil eye” is or
does, because after all in our society it can mean
so many things. I typically think about it when
I say something inappropriate in a crowd, an altogether frequent occurrence, and someone close
to me gives me the “eye”, sometimes also known

The Cloverdale event is adding more feaures like
performances by talented artists, including the Central
Continued on A-27
Valley Boys.

CBA’s April Picking Party

CBA Spring Campout this month in Turlock
By George Martin
All over Northern California,
thoughts (among bluegrass pickers)
are turning to Turlock, where the
California Bluegrass Association

We need your help
By Mike McGar
We are in need of some wonderful CBA
members ! Looking for volunteers for the upcoming 2015 Father’s Day BG Festival to help
with Gate Ticket Sales. Requirements are that
you are a CBA Member and feel comfortable
working with computers. We ask volunteers to
work three four hour shifts for a four day ticket
to the festival.
Please contact Debra Clover at:
debraclover@spmrentals.com or call (209) 6560801 if you have any questions. Thanks!!

More opportunities!
There are other volunteer spots at the
CBA’s Father’s Day Bluegrass Festival. Contact Volunteer Coordinator Deb Livermore at
(916) 601-7233 or deblivermore@gmail.com

will hold its annual Spring Campout April 13-18.
The Stanislaus County Fairgrounds has tall trees, green lawns,
and you can hear that lonesome
whistle blow just about every halfhour all day and night as the facility is very close to the major northsouth railroad line through the
Central Valley.

Recreational vehicles will pay
$30 per night and there are lots of
free hookups available. Tent dwellers will pay $10 per night. Daily visitors are not charged.
Turlock draws a lot of pickers, so finding a jam will not be a
problem. Though the park does
Continued on A-6

NOTICE

Nevada County Fairgrounds
Official Pet Policy

Pets are not permitted on the grounds during the Nevada County
Fair. Only trained service animals or contracted animal acts are allowed on
the Fairgrounds. Under current disability regulations “emotional support
animals” are not allowed as they are not specifically trained to perform a
task in support of a person with a disability.
The California Bluegrass Association will allow pets (see the Father’s
Day Festival pet policy) in specified camping areas during the 2015 Father’s
Day Festival but will follow the Nevada County Fairground policy for pets
in the “inner” (Music Camp/audience/concession area) Fairgrounds. Only
SERVICE animals will be allowed within the inner Fairgrounds during the
CBA events June 14-21, 2015. Dogs should be indentified by vests.
The CBA will be happy to refer interested parties a copy of “Service
Dog Laws: Civil Rights and Legal Responsibilities” upon request.
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California Bluegrass Association Membership Application

What’s this?!

First Name
Last Name
Spouse:
First Name
Last Name
____________________ ____________________
__________________ ______________________
Address __________________________________ Child(ren) __________________________________________
City ____________________________ State _______ Zip __________ Year of Birth __________________
Phone __________________________ Email: _______________________________
Membership Categories:
Single Membership
$25.00
With Spouse/other added
$30.00
Teens 16-18 (voting)
$5.00 each
(Children under 16 included free)
Band Memberships
Out of State Only
(3-5 Members)
$40.00

Membership includes 12 issues of the Bluegrass Breakdown, and discount prices for
all CBA sponsored festivals and concerts. Band memberships available for out-ofstate bands. Each member is entitled to one copy of the publication. Please write
names and addresses on a separate sheet of paper. Prices subject to change
without notice. Out of United States? Postal rates may be higher, please
inquire.

Please sign me up for the following:
_____ Single - 1 vote for _____ year(s) @$25
_____ Couple - 2 votes for _____ year(s) @$30
_____ Add ____ voting Children @$5 each

____ New

____ Renewal of Member #_____________

Membership Total

$________________

Children’s names and birthdates: __________________

TOTAL ENCLOSED
$________________
Please make checks payable to California Bluegrass Association (CBA).

_____________________________________________

Mail to:

_____________________________________________
If Senior Citizens (65 and over), please list birth years:
____________________________________________

CBA Membership Vice President Larry Phegley
P O Box 1143
Seaside, CA 93955
For information, call 831 233 0448
or email cba.membership14@gmail.com

TERMS OF TICKET SALES FOR CBA EVENTS. Festivals, concerts, and
other events sponsored by the CBA are held rain or shine, and there will be
no refunds or rain checks. In the event a festival, concert, or event is cancelled due to natural disaster, fire, or act of God, CBA will not give refunds
but will allow valid ticket holders to have admission to the following year’s
event free of charge. Artist schedules and performance times are subject to
change without prior notice.

Save trees! Get your
Bluegrass Breakdown
electronically.

Contact Larry at
cba.membership14@
gmail.com
and let him know you don’t
need USPS delivery.

California Bluegrass Association
Bluegrass Breakdown

is published monthly as a tabloid newspaper at PO Box 152, San Ramon,
CA 94583, by the California Bluegrass Association. The CBA is a nonprofit organization founded in 1974 and is dedicated to the furtherance of
Bluegrass, Old-Time, and Gospel music. The views of the authors does not
nessesarily reflect the views of the CBA or its Board of Directors. Membership in the CBA costs $25 a year and includes a subscription to the Bluegrass
Breakdown. A spouse’s membership may be added for an additional $5 and
children between 13 and 18 for $1.00 per child. Children 13-18 who wish
to vote will have to join for $10.00. Names and ages are required.
Band memberships are only available for the out of state bands; cost
is $40. Subscription to the Bluegrass Breakdown without membership is
available only to foreign locations. Third class postage is paid at Stockton,
California. Bluegrass Breakdown (USPS 315-350). Postmaster please send
address changes to: Bluegrass Breakdown, P.O. Box 152 San Ramon, CA
94583. Copy and advertising deadline is the 1st of the month, one month
prior to publication (i.e. February deadline is January 1st, etc).
Members are encouraged to attend all board meetings. Please contact
any board member or call the CBA office at 209-588-9214 for information
and directions.
Please send all contributions and advertisements to:
Mark Varner, editor - P.O. Box 1245, Boulder Creek, CA 95006
831-338-0618 -- email mrvarner@ix.netcom.com
Visit our Web Site at: www.cbaontheweb.org
Editor..........................................................................Mark Varner
Publicity Director/Breakdown contributing writer....George Martin
Columnist.............................................................. Roger Siminoff
Columnist.................................................................. Allan French
Columnist...................................................... Eileen Kleinschmidt
Columnist................................................................ Darby Brandli
Columnist................................................................Cliff Compton
Columnist........................................................................Joe Weed
Columnist............................................................... Geff Crawford
Columnist................................................................Wayne Erbsen
Photography....................................... Bob Calkins, Mike Melnyk
Graphics.........................................Stephen Johnson, Mark Varner
Recording Reviews & Interviews...........................Brenda Hough
©2010 California Bluegrass Association. All Rights Reserved. Reprint requests
must be made in advance by contacting the Editor.

Looks like a
membership
application!

Bluegrass Breakdown Advertising Rates

Black & White ads
Four color ads
................$320.00
Full Page- 10” wide X 12.75” high.......................... $255.00
................$180.00
Half Page - horizontal -- 10” wide X 6.5” tall........ $144.00
................$170.00
Half Page - vertical -- 4.5” wide X 12.75” tall ....... $134.00
..................$90.00
Quarter Page 4.5” wide X 6.5” tall............................ $70.00
..................$45.00
Business Card - 2 columns wide (3 7/8”) X 2” tall .. $35.00
Flyer insertion is available. Inquire for cost.
Other sizes of advertising are available. Discount pricing is applied to pre-paid ads running 3
months, 6 months or 12 months. Please call 831-338-0618 or email: mrvarner@ix.netcom.com for
further information.
Advertisements should be submitted as PDF (or other approved format) files either on disc, CD or
via e-mail. Advertisements can be produced by the editor upon request if artwork and photographs are
submitted in advance.
Advertising proofs can be FAXed or e-mailed upon request if typesetting and/or layout is required.
Please allow at least 5 extra days for production.
Special rates are in place for festival issues, due to the greater amount of issues printed and copies
distributed. This is usually 200% of the regular rate, but the Board of Directors of the CBA reserves the
right to change the policy at their discretion. Please contact the Editor for more details.

Display Advertising

Classified Advertising

The current rates for classified ads are based on 3 1/2 inches of typed copy and are as follows:
$8.00 for the first three lines and 50¢ for each additional line.
All advertising must be paid for in advance unless prior arrangements have been made for billing.
A 12% late fee will be charged if advertising invoices are not paid within 60 days of billing.
Make checks payable to the California Bluegrass Association and send check and ad to:
Mark Varner, Editor Bluegrass Breakdown
P.O. Box 1245, Boulder Creek, CA 95006
Phone 831-338-0618 or email mrvarner@ix.netcom.com
Ads can be uploaded to the CBA FTP site at: http://www.cbaontheweb.org/AdUpload.asp
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Cloverdale Old Time Fiddle Festival entering its 40th year!
From page A-1
tas Brewery in Petaluma. The California Bluegrass Association helps
out by sponsoring one of the Youth
Divisions and hosting the jamming
stage.
While retaining the tradition-

al fiddle contest component, the
CFF has moved on to feature more
performances of bluegrass and old
time folk music. This year’s lineup
includes the Central Valley Boys,
bluegrass singer songwriter Wendy Burch Steel, Debby McClatchy
appearing with her band Redwood,

Cowboy singer Sour Dough Slim
& the Saddle Pals, youth fiddle
performance club the Antioch
Strolling Strings, and Cloverdale’s
own Cherry Pickers Bluegrass
Band. Old time singer and banjoist Debby McClatchy will reprise
her workshop on Charlie Poole
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banjo styling with some help from
Steve Wharton.
Activities kick off on Friday
night, April 10, at the award winning micro-brewery, Ruth McGowan’s Pub. The pub is located
only a short walk from the fairgrounds and this year the Central

Debby McClatchy appears with
her band Redwood.
Valley Boys will hold forth playing
their brand of traditional bluegrass
in what should be an enjoyable,
fun filled evening.
Doors open for the CFF the
next morning, Saturday April
11th, at 8am for same-day fiddle
registration with the contest commencing at 9am. Remember, there
are open divisions for flat picking
guitar and mandolin as well as the
expected fiddle divisions. It is understood that it isn’t always possible, but it is highly recommended
to PREREGISTER if you are planning to participate in the contest
by going to the website at www.
cloverdalefiddles.com . Order of
play is determined randomly after
all participants have registered so
there is no advantage to signing up
last.
The judges this year are State
and National Fiddle Champion
Danita Gardner, renowned old
time fiddle accompanist, Dave
Johns, and old time fiddler Tim
Rued.
Jamming is a big part of the
CFF. Whether it be old time,
bluegrass, or Texas Swing there are
plenty of opportunities and places to congregate both inside the
main building and outside in the
camping areas to play music with
friends, old and new. There will
also be selected times for jammers
to play on the California Bluegrass
Association jamming stage between scheduled acts. The event
also features an assortment of craft
vendors, and food is available along
with a beer and wine bar featuring
fine Sonoma County wines and
craft beer from our good friends at
Lagunitas Brewery in Petaluma.
Should you want to make a
weekend of it and spend Sunday in
the wine county, camping is available for tents and recreation vehicles by reservation by calling 707894-3992. There are also several
motels within walking distance of
the fairgrounds. More information on the fiddle festival including registration requirements for
the contest can be found at http://
cloverdalefiddles.com/. This is a
great event to kick off your music
festival season!
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February and March were
busy months for the California
Bluegrass Association and April
will be come in like a lion as well.
Many of our CBA Area Activities
VP’s and Board Members and
volunteers are busy making certain we can present activities year
round for Californians. Watch the
Breakdown and the website for
announcements and/or get on the
mailing lists of the individual VPs.
Lucy Smith (Butte and Tehama Counties) has added a Concert Series to her jam events and
presented Bill Evans and Nu Blu
in the last couple of months and
has scheduled Kathy Barwick and
Pete Siegfried April 19th and Rock
Ridge Bluegrass Band for May
17th. Vicki Frankel ( San Mateo
County ) has started a new Tuesday night jam in Pacifica. Marcos Alvira (Merced, Mariposa and
Stanislaus) is busy with events in
his area and has started a newsletter. David Brace (Board Member)
just presented Nu Blu in a house
concert which was also broadcast
over the web as part of Concert
Windows online Bluegrass Festival. Tim Edes (Board Chairman)
produced another sold out Night

at the Grange featuring Adkins
& Loudermilk (also performing
on the main stage at our Father’s
Day Festival this year). New Area
VP Tony Pritchett (Riverside/San
Bernadino) produced a concert
with Adkins & Loudermilk in San
Bernadino. Mark Hogan (Board
member and North County VP)
just completed the 15th Annual
Sonoma County Bluegrass and
Folk Festival and is helping produce the Cloverdale Fiddle Festival
on April 11th. David Brace and
Marcos Alvira are busily organizing the Spring Campout in Turlock coming up this month. Steve
Goldfield (Board Member) has organized another stellar Old Time
Gathering for the Father’s Day
Festival and is planning another
Old Time Campout this summer.
Maria Nadauld (Board Member)
attended Leadership Bluegrass in
Nashville (IBMA) this month and
is also a member of the IBMA ByLaws Committee. Frank Solivan
ran the CBA Jam Room at Wintergrass in Washington.
We are excited to announce
two big things in the works for the
CBA this month. Rick Cornish
(Webmaster, Lifetime Member,

Chairman Emeritus) has facilitated
the reconstruction and re-design
of the website. Our website was
built by Rick and others 15 years
ago and is obsolete now. The website has the public cbaontheweb
page everyone can access and also
has an Administrative and e-Commerce site which holds many of
our records and data bases and
links to our credit card and PayPal
accounts and to our QuickBooks
accounting system. It is a huge
and complicated site and desperately needed an expensive rebuild.
Rick researched and recruited programmers and designers who were
then approved by and contracted
with and the rebuild journey is in
progress. There is a June 1 roll out
date planned at this point.
We are also converting to a
sales program called Tix.com to
handle our e-Commerce ticket
sales. Member Gary Mansperger
researched and helped with the
bar-coding system we put in place
for sales and inventory at the festival for the last few years and continues to spear head this project .
It took an actual rocket scientist
to facilitate this work. For several years Alicia Meiners (e-Com-

merce) and John Erwin (mail
purchases) have spent thousands
of hours volunteering to manage
our purchases (Alicia for everything purchased on line and John
for the Father’s Day Festival mail
orders) and, in the future, sales for
many of our events will be handled by Tix.com. The debt we owe
Gary, Alicia and John is enormous.
Alicia has handled all online payments for membership, festivals,
music academies and camps and
much of her burden will be lifted
when the new system goes live this
month. We have many unsung heroes in our CBA stable and these
three have made an enormous contribution.
Ted Kuster (San Francisco
VP and Director of the JD Bluegrass Cookbook Project) tells us
that work on the Cookbook is on
schedule and going smoothly. Susan Elston has completed much of
the editing for the book and the
accompanying CD is on track.
The Cookbook will be available for
sale by the Father’s Day Festival.
There are other volunteers not
mentioned in this column who
faithfully contribute to the CBA
throughout the year and should

Darby Brandli

FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK - Darby Brandli, CBA President

be acknowledged daily by all of
us. I have only mentioned some
of the newest or current activities
performed by our valuable volunteer members and hope I have not
forgotten anyone or anything. It
is amazing what we have accomplished in the last 40 years and you
can show your support for the organization and these volunteers by
making certain your membership
is current and that you consider
volunteering. I received an email
today from a member who has a
great idea for something the CBA
can do in the future and is willing
to take on the project (details later) and I welcome you to also step
forward and contribute. A major
contribution is a current membership and your attendance at one or
many of our events. Remember,
this Association is for YOU.

Minutes of the February 20, 2015 - California Bluegrass Association Board Meeting
CALL TO ORDER
Tim Edes, Chairman of the
Board, called the meeting to order
at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, February
20, 2015 at the home of Maria Nadauld in Hayward, CA.
ROLL CALL
Board Members Present:
Tim Edes, Montie Elston,
Steve Goldfield, Dave Gooding,
Mark Hogan, Jim Ingram, Maria
Nadauld, Larry Phegley, Geoffrey
Sargent
Board Members Absent:
David Brace, Jack Hyland
Officers Present: Darby Brandli,
Colleen Hogan, Rick Cornish, Ted
Kuster, Carl Pagter
Members Present: Mark Varner
SETTING OF THE AGENDA
The Board approved the agenda with three additions.
APPROVAL OF THE
JANUARY 2015 BOARD
MEETING MINUTES
The January minutes were approved as written.
PERSONS DESIRING TO
ADDRESS THE BOARD ON
UNAGENDIZED ITEMS
Carl Pagter asked the Board
to consider making contributions
to the Foundation for Bluegrass
Music in Nashville and the International Bluegrass Music Museum in Owensboro, which was approved.
OLD BUSINESS
FDF Discount Report for Great
48:
There were no purchases of

discount tickets to FDF 2015 at
the Great 48.
Website Update:
CBA members Steve & Beverly Tracey have agreed to be the
second contractors on the web
design project. Their first teleconference with the team occurred
last week. They have committed to
a launch date of June 1, 2015.
Cookbook Update:
The JD Ryhnes Cookbook is
on track to release at FDF 2015.
Ted Kuster reported that the cover
is a retro design that looks like an
old Bill Monroe album. There will
be approximately 100 pages. So
far he has about a dozen commitments from recording artists. The
plan is to produce 1,200 copies in
the first run.
NEW BUSINESS
Front Gate Ticket Software:
The Board approved moving
ahead with new bar coding software for ticket sales that will be
easier and more efficient. The committee has worked hard to come
up with a good system and plan for
the transition. In particular, Gary
Mansperger was acknowledged for
his expertise and the amount of
time he has put into it.
Scrim Sponsor Cost:
A committee of Mark Hogan,
Tim Edes and Dave Gooding was
tasked with coming up with a formal pricing structure for the stage
scrims and developing a sales packet for Lisa Burns, Corporate Sponsor Coordinator, and others to use
to present to potential sponsors.

Great 48 2015 Review:
Overall, the Great 48 went well
with just a few problems that were
identified and will be addressed next
year. Room usage at the hotel was
up 20%. The Thursday night band
went over well, though we could use
a larger room and better sound. The
CBA lost a small amount of money
and will look at increasing sponsorship next year.
Great 48 2016:
We need to find someone to
head up negotiations with the hotel
for Great 48 2016. Slim Sims is willing to help as #2 man. Slim, Larry
Phegley and Dave Gooding are on
the organizing committee.
Youth Academy:
The Youth Academy is on track
to fill, with only 10 slots left. With
38 enrollees to date, it has already
paid for itself.
FDF Videographer:
Scott Peterson volunteered to
make a video of the 40th annual
festival. Joe Weed has done this in
the past so we will check to see if he
wants to do it again this year before
committing .
Social Media:
Bruce Campbell has taken on
the task of getting the CBA up-tospeed with social media. He emailed
the Board with instructions on how
to get started promoting things like
concerts and events.
REPORTS
Executive Committee Report:
The Exec Committee discussed
5 items between meetings:

- The generic T-shirt design was authorized and given the go-ahead to
produce
- Live for Live Music was contacted
to see if we can list the FDF 2015.
- A refund request for a 2014 FDF
ticket purchase was worked out to
everyone’s satisfaction.
- The committee authorized the
contract and first payment to the
new website designers.
- Electronic attendance at Board
Meetings using conference lines was
discussed but not resolved.
Membership Report:
It is the time of year when people are buying advance tickets, so
we’re getting a lot of new members
and renewals. On top of that, Maria’s efforts are paying off ! She has
mailed letters to those whose membership lapsed from September
2014 back, which is a total of 1400
letters so far.
Treasurer’s Report:
Montie went over the current
Balance Sheet and Profit & Loss
Report. Right now the checking
account balance is high because
there are a lot of ticket purchases
with little money going out. We are
ahead of where we were last year at
this time for music camp. A question came up about the amount of
money that comes in from Shares
card use, escript and Smiles cards,
which is not a lot. Montie will write
an article for the Bluegrass Breakdown to increase awareness of these
programs.
Music Camp Report:
Registration opened Feb. 7th
and we are already ahead. Ads will

run in Bluegrass Unlimited in February, March and May.
Area Activities VP Reports:
Mark Hogan (North Bay) – Things
are on track for the upcoming SCB&FF on March 14th. The Cloverdale Fiddle Festival 4/11 is coming
together. Central Valley Boys are
playing at Ruth McGowan’s Pub in
Cloverdale the night before (4/10).
The regular jam is doing well in the
new venue at Community Market
in Sebastopol. The old time fiddlers
in the area are sponsoring a fiddle
workshop with Blaine Sprouse in
Healdsburg on March 7th.
Larry Phegley (South Bay) – There
is a Blaine Sprouse workshop in Larry’s area as well on March 1st. Night
on the Grange is coming up and
promises to be a great evening!
Ted Kuster (San Francisco) – Ted
started a new website for his area
called hipsterhoedown.com. He
offered to help show other Area Activities VPs how to set one up. He is
looking for new jam sites and focusing on getting people to attend the
FDF.
Marcos Alvira, Statewide Activities and Area VP (Stanislaus /
Merced / Mariposa) – There are a
lot of activities going on in his region, but his main focus has been on
getting Area Activities VPs to sign
and return their agreements. He is
still missing a few contracts. He is
working on the Spring Campout
with David Brace. RV camping is up
to $30 a night (fairgrounds price).
Continued on A-6
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Minutes of the February 20, 2015 California Bluegrass Association
Board Meeting
From page A-5
We will have Mexican food again
at $8 a plate since it went over well.
He hired AJ Lee for entertainment
during dinner.
President’s Report - Darby
Brandli:
- Darby received a card from a couple in Ohio thanking the CBA for
the hospitality room at IBMA.
- Concert Window Live from Wintergrass, an online bluegrass festival, started yesterday and runs for
a week. It is an interesting way to
generate interest in bluegrass to a
different market segment at a very
low cost.

Lookin’
If you are a CBA member musician
looking for a band or vice versa
send your notice to
mrvarner@ix.netcom.com.
We’re here to help!
Ulatis Creek String Band is
looking for a fiddler to be part
of the band. Come to rehearsals
once a week in Vacaville, usually
on Sundays or Mondays. Improvisation on breaks is a necessity. Ability to sing harmony would be appreciated. Call
Travis at 707-330-8892 or go to
http://www.ulatiscreek.com/

CONFIRM TIME AND PLACE
FOR THE NEXT BOARD
MEETING
Next meeting will be held Sunday, March 15th at 11:00 AM at Lagunitas Brewery in Petaluma.
ADJOURNMENT
Meeting adjourned at 2:10
PM.

CBA Spring Campout
cool down in the evening, daytime
weather tends to be pleasant and
fairly warm. California’s continuing
drought is bad for the state and particularly bad for the Central Valley,
but should bless the CBA with a
nice, dry week.
The association usually comes
up with a Saturday night dinner.
This year the theme is Mexican,
the price is $8, and diners will be
entertained by A.J. Lee and her
band. A.J. is another CBA youth
activities success story, as she began
singing and picking as a very young
girl and has since developed a career playing on stages near and far.
Over the years we have attended campouts at Tulock, my
wife Barbara and I have found a
few excellent Mexican restaurants
in town. This past year we came

Vacaville area band seeks fiddler

Chairman’s Report – Tim Edes:
- Tim reported that the Night at the
Grange is shaping up well. Ticket
sales are lagging a bit but he has already paid for the concert in sponsorships. The local newspaper put a
nice article on the front page.
- The Volunteer pins are in.

Minutes compiled by Colleen Hogan, CBA Secretary

From page A-1
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upon a Portuguese deli, Corvelos
Portuguese Bakery in the Countryside Plaza just off Fulkerth Road
at 1676 Countryside Drive. I am
one-half Portuguese and was raised
on linguicia and morcela sausages
and the delicious sweetbreat my
grandmother Filomena used to
make.
Corvelos has excellent linguicia sausages, and sells traditional especie cookies, made with two types
of dough, twisted together like a
horseshoe. Inside, the wall is painted with an image of the Azores Islands, where most of California’s
Portuguese immigrants (including
my great-grandparents) came from.
For more information, call
David Brace (209) 534-9284 or
Marc Alvira (209) 658-3852, or
e-mail Marc at valleybluegrass@
gmail.com. Put “campout” in the
subject line.

Square dances at the Father’s Day
Bluegrass Festival
From page A-1
will lead another oldtime band on stage.
Bands have not yet
been announced for
Vern’s stage, but I’m
sure a few old-time
bands will be among
those performing.
Of course, many of
us enjoy both oldtime and bluegrass
music (some people
have trouble finding
the border between
them) and you can
read about all the
great bands we have
It can get messy!
hired for our 40th
photo Bob Calkins festival elsewhere in
this issue. Old-time folks are very welcome (one of my jobs in CBA is to make
sure that is so), and every year more have been coming and having a great
time. We hope to see lots of you dancing, playing hornpipes, reels, hoedowns,
breakdowns, waltzes and any other tunes you like and also singing some great
traditional songs. So, y’all come.

Parkfield 2015
By Julio Boysenberry
On the evening of February
13th, I was invited to a practice
in San Luis Obispo with some
members of Parkfield’s newest
California band, “Amaya Rose
and Gold Rush,” and I must say
that if what I heard is representative, and I am certain that it
is, you are in for a treat. Amaya’s group will be performing on
Saturday and on Sunday and they
will feature a mixture high-intensity musicianship and wonderful,
soulful singing.
You’ve not heard of this
band, for a good reason: a few
months ago it did not exist! Amaya has rounded up teenagers from
various parts of California with
whom she has performed - most
recently at last year’s IBMA - and
the talent that this consortium
brings to the stage will surely delight you.
Amaya, from Paso Robles,
is the 2014 Topanga Canyon
Banjo/Fiddle contest’s first-placeoverall winner and she placed
second at the CSOTFA competi-

tion in Red Bluff in 2014 in the
Junior division with her Texas
Fiddle style playing. She was recently selected to open for Merle
Haggard. Amaya also plays guitar and is an accomplished singer/yodler/songwriter. She plans
to do some original material at
Parkfield. Amaya turns sixteen on
April first.
Her bass player, Johnny Vergara of San Luis Obispo, CA, is a
senior at SLO High, a band-mate
of mine, and is, additionally, an
excellent guitar player and drummer. Johnny handles the bass duties in a local band called “Blue
Moonshine,” but he can play any
type of music as if it were his specialty. Johnny plans to become a
music major and has a great career ahead of him.
Jesse Personeni, Gold Rush’s
banjo player, is fifteen and resides
in Fiddletown CA. His mother,
Angela Personeni, is the bassist
for the band, “The Hossettes.”
Amaya and Jesse first met when
both were nine years old at a
chicken show in Hollister; yes, a

“chicken show!” That following
summer they met again, and of
course once more at the Father’s
Day Bluegrass Festival’s Kids On
Bluegrass program run by Frank
Sollivan. Jesse can just about
play anything with strings, and
Amaya says that, “You will enjoy hearing him tear up the five
string banjo.”
Gold Rush’s guitar player,
John Gooding, is but thirteen
years old and lives in Vacaville.
His father is Dave Gooding, the
bassist for the “Central Valley
Boys.” Amaya and John first
met at the 2009 Father’s Day
Bluegrass Festival through the
“KOB.” Amaya mentioned that,
“Back then John’s guitar was almost bigger than he, but regardless, he could still pick that guitar
like a pro. “
So there you have it: “Amaya Rose and Gold Rush” - a real
surprise and a unique, solid bluegrass offering for Parkfield. Don’t
miss them! It won’t be too long
before tickets to see their performances are in the stratosphere.
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USS Potomac show April 17 with the Shepherd Canyon Band
Please save the date and join the Shepherd
Canyon Band as we return to play on board the
USS Potomac.
The USS Potomac became known as the “Floating White House” and served as Franklin Delano
Roosevelt’s Presidential Yacht from 1936 until he
died in 1945. SCB is playing as a part of the Pickin’
On The Potomac 2015 Bluegrass Series. The Series
is a fundraiser for the USS Potomac’s educational
programs for children. Beer, wine, soft drinks, water, and nibbles available for purchase.
The Shepherd Canyon Band. Bluegrass, mostly,
from the East Bay Hills of Oakland, California.
Learn more: www.shepherdcanyonband.com

Friday, April 17
6:30 p.m.: Potomac open for
tours. Music 7:30 - 9:30 p.m.
Takes place dockside on
board The Presidential Yacht
Potomac, 540 Water Street,
Jack London Square, Oakland.
Tickets $25.
For ticket information go to
http://www.usspotomac.org/

The Shepherd Canyon Band.

Guitarist
Jim Hurst on
solo tour in
California
Jim Hurst was IBMA Guitar
and Bass Player of the Year for 2001
and 2002, he combines savvy guitar picking, broad vocal range and
a musical eclecticism culminating
in jaw-dropping performances.
Jim will be visiting California
to do some shows and workshops
in April; he will be at The Fifth
String in Sacramento for a show
and guitar workshop on April 17
and in Sebastopol at the Community Center Annex for a show on
April 18.
Jim Hurst in concert
(+ workshop)
Friday, April 17
The Fifth String
3184 N Street, Sacramento
Phone: 916-442-8282
E-mail: questions@thefifthstring.
com
3:30 - 6:00 pm workshop
7:30 - 9:30 pm concert
Concert tickets: $18, Workshop
price: $45, Workshop/Concert
combo: $58
Jim Hurst in concert
Saturday, April 18
Sebastopol Community
Center Youth Annex
425 Morris St., Sebastopol
Phone: 707-823-1511
http://www.seb.org/events-home
Tickets: $22 adv. / $25 door

Jim Hurst.
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Modesto Unplugged Music
Festival: Three
Days of
Americana
Magic
By Marc Alvira
As we wind firmly into the 21st
Century, one can find the timeless influence of old-time and bluegrass music
in contemporary folk and Americana.
Notwithstanding the endless discussion of what is or is not bluegrass, this
genre and especially old-time have had
an immeasurable effect on contemporary acoustic. Mix in a good dose of
gypsy jazz and Celtic vibe, and today’s
acoustic folk seems a perfect mash-up
of all the great sonics of yore tempered
by contemporary sensibilities.
There is a plethora of venues in
California where one might catch some
of the best acoustic music in world.
The Modesto Unplugged Music Festival, running Friday, April 10 through
Sunday, April 12. This is the fourth
annual acoustic musical extravaganza
that is the brainchild of Modesto promoter, Aaron Rowan. This multi-stage
event is centered in a charming depression era business center made pertinent
by many fine eateries and great hangouts.
This year’ show features acts spanning the arc of acoustic genres. The
bands not only represent some of the
best local talent, but acts from around
the country and state. The action centered around two venues extends over
three days. The Prospect Theater hosts
bluegrass/old time act, The Jakob’s Ferry Stragglers from Pennsylvania, on the
first day of the festival. Several other
bands will perform that day.
The Prospect is also home to the second day’s milieu of harmony and
counterpoint consisting of eight acts.
Driving over from San Francisco are
the Keller Sisters. Their tight harmonies, perspicuous lyrics and rootsy melodies have made this award winning
band a must-see act. Steep Ravine, also
from the City, is another acoustic gem
performing. A band of note that day
is the Nickel Slots from Sacramento.
Although not an acoustic band, they
are definitely Americana: one part
rockabilly, one part Cash, and one part
Owens.
Sunday at many festivals can
be an anticlimactic affair. Not so at
MUMFest. Aside from the expected
acoustic-wielding artists, Aaron takes
yet another turn with the festival and
introduces Bluebox Bayou Band with
their raging swamp beat and then
contrasts them with southern rock
influenced Glitter Rose... Axl Rose
meets Skynyrd meets Raitt. Sunday
also includes performances by the five
finalists of the MUMFest songwriting
contest.
Plan for this particular weekend and enjoy the spring fruits of the
Modesto music scene. More information about MUMFest is available at
www.modestounplugged.com or you
can email Aaron Rowan at modestounplugged@yahoo.com or call him at
209-543-5306. Single day and whole
festival tickets are available.

Bluegrass Breakdown
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LESSONS

CBA
CLASSIFIED
ADS

BANJO LESSONS WITH ALLEN HENDRICKS of Hendricks Banjos, the California Quickstep and
formerly of the South Loomis Quickstep. I teach all styles of five-string banjo playing that can
be done with finger picks. All levels from rank beginner to accomplished player who may need
additional direction to take his or her playing to a higher level. Private individual lessons as well
as teaching your group to compliment each other’s styles and abilities. I teach at my own private
studio in the Sacramento Area. I also teach in my home just north of Placerville. I play banjo, I
make banjos, and I sometimes buy and sell banjos and other stringed instruments. For further
information or to schedule lesson times, please call 916-614-9145 or 530-622-1953.
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Deering Banjo Company 40th
Anniversary Celebration & Benefit
Concert on the Star of India

Come aboard the world’s oldest active sailing ship, and a National Historical Landmark
to celebrate 40 years of crafting American made
banjos here in San Diego! Deering Banjos is
proud to be partnering with the San Diego Music Foundation to bring you this celebration.
Proceeds from this event will go to music in the
schools programs around San Diego County.
It is a rare occurrence to have a public concert
aboard the Star of India. Deering is thrilled to
bring the world renowned Kruger Brothers back
to San Diego to headline for this memorable
night.
The celebration will take place on Saturday,

July 18th 2015, 7pm 11pm. The Star of India
will stay docked for this event, with a view of the
summer sunset over the bay, so no need to bring
your sea legs! For more details of this event and to
purchase tickets go to http://www.deeringbanjos.
com.
The night will begin with a reception featuring San Diego musicians performing acoustically at various locations around the ship and no
host bars. There will be a Silent Auction of local
products with proceeds going to San Diego Music Foundation to contribute to the continuation
of Music in Schools Programs. And as an added
bonus, donations made on winning bids are tax
deductible.
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Jam 1st Sunday Every Month

Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association

Jam 1-5 pm, Open-Mike Stage 1:30-5 pm
Beginners’ Circle Slow Jam 2 pm
Come to play, or just to listen.
Beginners and families welcome.
• Many music styles (Bluegrass, O-T, swing, ...).
• Regular Jam admission at Hoover: member
adults $6, non-members $8; kids thru 17 free.
• Acoustic instruments only, please.

CALIFORNIA MADE SINCE 1975
Makers of Deering, Goodtime, Vega, Tenbrooks

See www.fiddlers.org for special events including
Summertime jams at the Rose Garden
Special performances and concerts
KidFiddle and other youth fiddle events
Hoover Middle School Cafeteria
1420 Naglee Ave. (at Park), San Jose

fiddlers.org or Richard Brooks: 650-328-3939
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Adam Roszkiewicz

The subject of this very first
Bluegrass Interviews column is the
multi-instrumentalist and singer Adam “Roscoe” Roszkiewicz,
who plays mandolin and other instruments in Front Country, the
Modern Mandolin Quartet, Small
Town Therapy, and other bands.
DB: Hi Adam, thanks for your
time. Do you go by Adam or the
nickname “Roscoe”?
AR: Either really. I played with this
songwriter named AJ Roach for
several years, and he started calling
me that, put it on the stage plot,
promo stuff, so I think it caught on
that way.
DB: Is your entire family musical, either amateur or professional? We love details.
AR: Both my parents played music. My dad played guitar and bass
and my Mom played piano. My
dad used to play Mississippi John
Hurt and Doc Watson to put me
to sleep when I was little. It never
worked.
DB: Who was your biggest musical influence growing up? And
now?
AR: Probably my dad. He had
a really good ear and was always
kicking my butt to listen harder
and write better. Definitely Tony
Rice, Dawg, and Mike Marshall.
My biggest influence now is the
people I get to make music with.
All the folks in Front Country and
the MMQ.
DB: When did you know music
was your calling?
AR: Pretty early on. I remember
after my first real lesson I couldn’t
stop laughing, like I’d just learned
the best secret in the world. I think
I was 12. I’d been playing different
instruments since I was 7, but it
wasn’t by choice till I was 12.
DB: You do some composing.
What instrument do you generally find yourself holding when
the muse strikes?
AR: Whatever’s closest usually.
Sometimes I’ll hear something for
a specific instrument and I’ll try
and make that happen. Or if I’m
writing for someone in particular. Probably guitar the most. The
truth is I try not to wait for inspiration. When I need/want to write
I’ll sit down and write, but the
stuff that sticks is usually because
I’m in a non-judgmental frame of
mind and not editing as I write. I
remember hearing an interview
with Martin Scorsese, and his advice was to write everyday and not
look at it until the next week. I’ll
do the same thing, recording ideas,
not listening to them till later, and
it really frees you up from judging
your ideas in the moment.
DB: What inspires you for composing and who are your favorites?
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Interviews by Dave Berry
This is a new column by Dave Berry, a San Francisco-based CBA member, singer and mandolin player
who has an insatiable bluegrass curiosity.
Dave grew up in bluegrass country in the Ohio River valley foothills of the Appalachia Mountains.
After years of being an acoustic singer songwriter in local cafes and street festivals, he now enjoys playing mandolin and singing mountain songs with Toshio as the duo called Mountian Dojo.
AR: My friends, people, silly sayings. Bach... Matt Flinner is one of
my favorites... But the thing that
really inspires me is tone. Just the
sound, and how it feels to make a
sound on the instrument.
DB: How long do you generally
work on a piece?
AR: It depends. Sometimes it just
writes itself, sometimes it takes
longer. With the duo, a piece can
evolve over months of performing
it and continue evolving with each
performance.
DB: Tell me about various bands
past and present you have been in
and your role?
AR: I had a long run doing sideman stuff for various singer songwriters. Ana Egge, Anais Mitchell,
AJ Roach, Indianna Hale, Nels
Andrews. Then I got real heavy
into playing country guitar. I
played in a modern honky-tonk
band called the Whisky Richards
for several years, as well as Misisipi
Mike’s band for a couple of years.
Right now I have my duo (with fiddler Leif Karlstrom), Small Town
Therapy, which plays mostly original instrumentals, kind of a cross
between the Anger/Marshall duo
and Tin Hat Trio. I also play in
the Modern Mandolin Quartet,
like a string quartet but made up of
mandolins. I used to listen to that
group when I was a kid, so it’s a real
honor to get to play with them. We
made a record a couple of years ago
that got nominated for a Grammy.
The focus for me right now, however, is my progressive bluegrass
band Front Country. Being in that
band is an amazing experience. We
got to play Telluride last summer
and RockyGrass the summer before that, and this summer we are
playing MerleFest, Grey Fox, and
Strawberry. It’s an honor making
music with those guys.
DB: Tell us about your mandocello and how you connected
with it?
AR: It’s a Randy Wood Mandocello. Serial No. 1798. It’s on loan
from the MMQ. I like that instrument a lot. We’ve grown together.
DB: What connections do you
see, if any, between classical and
bluegrass?
AR: I think a big connection is
that both genres have very high
standards of performance, technique, and musicianship. When
Bill Monroe said that if you can
play bluegrass you can play anything, I always took that to mean
that it gives you the tools you need
to be an accomplished and versatile
musician. It’s the same with classi-

cal music. I know there are people
with very strong opinions on both
sides of the fence on this issue.

MMQ concerts and a Ger Mandolin Orchestra concert this summer,
so stay tuned.

DB: Have you ever been a bandleader or desire to be?
AR: I haven’t really been a bandleader long term... It’s hard work!
I’ve learned a lot over the years
working with great bandleaders.
One of the great things about
working with Leif is that there are
things that he’s really good at, and
he steps into that role very easily.
And there are things that I’m good
at, and he’s comfortable (presumably) letting me take the reigns in
those situations.

DB: Tell us about your involvement with the Ger Mandolin Orchestra?
AR: The Ger Mandolin Orchestra
is a memorial project reviving the
Jewish Mandolin Orchestra of the
same name that was active in Gora
Kalwaria, Poland between 1920 to
1930. Most of its members died in
the Holocaust. The project began
when Avner Yoni, the grandson of
one of the members of the original
orchestra approached Mike Marshall about reviving the group for
the Jewish Music Festival in Berkeley in 2010. I was asked to play
guitar and mandocello for the performance and it was an amazing experience. The group is made up of
a pretty stellar lineup of mandolin
players including Dana Rath from
the MMQ, Radim Zenkl, Don
Stiernberg, Mr. Marshall, Sharon
Gilchrist, Avi Avital, Tim Connell,
Eric Stein, Jeff Warshauer, Chris
Acquavella and Brian Oberlin.
Since that first concert we’ve also
performed in Warsaw, Toronto,
and LA, and there are plans to give
a performance in New York late
this year.

DB: What do you like to do on
you day off ?
AR: Cook. I’ve recently started
pickling things. I’ve been cooking
since I was a kid, and at one point I
seriously considered pursuing that
instead of music.
DB: Do you have any/many students and if so, what do you consider your or anyone’s best quality as a teacher?
AR: I have a handful of students.
I think it’s really important as a
teacher to recognize that different
people get different things out of
music. People have a different relationship to music then you (as a
performer) do, and that you have
to be flexible and tailor your approach to that particular student.
However, I’m not talking about
compromising or sacrificing fundamental musical principals.
DB: Front Country is deservingly getting a lot of attention. Why
do you think that band has hit
pay dirt?
AR: I’m amazed by what this band
has accomplished in such a short
period of time! I’m really lucky
to get to play with such great musicians. I think one of the keys to
Front Country’s success has been
the chemistry on stage, and the
variety of sounds and approaches
to music that we each bring to the
table. We each tackle making music
in a different and complimentary
way. Also, we all realize that at the
end of the day, the song is the most
important thing, so we do everything we can to support the song.
DB: Any tours planned for Front
Country?
AR: We have a big East Coast tour
coming up in April, which will
include MerleFest and the Oberlin Folk Fest. Then we have the
summer festival tour, which will
include Strawberry, Pagosa Folk
n’ Bluegrass, and Grey Fox, among
others. I’ll also be sneaking in some

DB: What cities, events, or venues that you have played are most
memorable for you and why?
AR: Telluride really stands out.
Playing on that stage after spending more than half my life looking
at pictures of my heroes playing on
the same stage was a very emotional experience.
DB: Any good band stories you
want to share about Front Country? There seem to be a lot of distinct personalities that play off of
each other in that band.
AR: I’m saving those for my memoir.
DB: A lot of folks know you as
the sound guy at Amnesia in San
Francisco. Do you do any studio
sound work?
AR: No. Years ago I was Shawn
Magee’s (the owner of Amnesia)
guitar teacher, and I’d just gotten
back from tour and was very frustrated with the sound engineers in
the various clubs and theaters we
were playing in. I was mostly annoyed by my inability to communicate what I wanted sound-wise
(although I certainly wouldn’t
have admitted it at the time). So
I asked Shawn to let me do sound
for the Monday night bluegrass at
Amnesia, and to teach me as I go.
It’s been a huge learning curve!
But, it’s taught me A LOT about

Dave Berry
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the reality of the sound situation
in a small club and, more importantly, the realities of what a sound
engineer has to deal with on any
given night.
DB: What event in life caused
you to get hooked on bluegrass?
AR: When I was a kid I hung out
in the acoustic instrument shop
called Shade Tree in Southern California. One day, one of the guys
who worked there loaned me his
copies of Manzanita by Tony Rice
and Appalachian Swing by the
Kentucky Colonels and that was
it. Although I think he may have
regretted it, as he had to listen to
me hack away at Blackberry Blossom for the next six months!
DB: Finally, for the geeks out
there, what instruments do you
have, play, and love?
AR: I have a Collings MF Custom
Mandolin #725 that I got new in
2005 I think. I also play a Bourgeois Vintage D Guitar # 3969
that I got in 2004, and a Michael
Gurian guitar from the mid 70’s I
think.
DB: Hope you don’t mind me
not asking what kind of pick you
use.
AR: I use a BlueChip TAD 60 and
endorse Straight Up Strings, mediums.
DB: I’ve heard you singing more
recently. Do you approach that
differently than playing an instrument?
AR: The singing is pretty intuitive. I’ve been working on it in a
more methodical and disciplined
way lately, we shall see...
DB: I caught the Front Country CD release show at Slim’s
and loved the combination of
new and old, where you played
the entire second album by the
Band. What tunes did you enjoy
learning for that event, and what
other full albums would you enjoy playing?
AR: Jawbone was probably my
fave. Each section has a different
feel, it’s pretty amazing. It would
be fun to do Bela Fleck’s Bluegrass Sessions album all the way
through, also Tony Rice’s Cold on
the Shoulder.
DB: What fiddle tunes do you
love and automatically play
when you first pick up a guitar or
mandolin?
Continued on A-11
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Do you have a
child who would
like to participate
in the Kids on
Bluegrass
Program?

Frank Solivan, Sr.

The Kids on Bluegrass program, under the direction of Frank
Solivan, Sr., takes place at the CBA Fathers Day Bluegrass
Festival in Grass Valley, California and under the title of Kids
on Bluegrass.
Frank Solivan, Sr. has been directing this program for approximately 19 years and he and his kids consistently delight
audiences with high quality and highly talented young people.
This program is open to children ages 3 to 17. The
children must be able to sing and/or play their instrument
WITHOUT parents or guardians help. Songs MUST be
completely memorized (again without help). Children must
have good enough understanding of their instrument to have
good timing, know their chords and be able to change chords
quickly, easily play 2 or three songs and the ability to play in
a group.
Rehearsal takes place many hours during the day for several days at each festival and culminates in a stage production
on the main stage at each festival. Parents and children must
be ready to commit to all of the rehearsals.
To find out if your child is ready to participate in this
wonderful program, visit Frank Solivan, Sr. at his campsite at
any one of these festivals.

Porch Talk
From Page A-10
AR: Depends what I’m obsessing
over at the moment but St. Anne’s
Reel has always been a favorite,
Winderslide, Ducks on the Millpond, Chinquapin Hunting.
DB: What do you think it is
about music that makes it touch
people so deeply?
AR: Each individual creates their
own connection to the music in
the moment, so it is a personal experience for everyone. At a show,
individuals get to experience this
personally meaningful event with
others. I think it’s pretty powerful. I heard an interview with Jeff
Tweedy from the band Wilco
once, and when asked what makes
a good song, he replied “the listener.” I’ve always liked that.

CBA YOUTH ACADEMY
Father's Day Bluegrass Festival June 17-20, 2015
Grass Valley, California

DB: What other mandolin players do you enjoy listening to and
why?
AR: Besides Monroe and Dawg:
Adam Steffey, Matt Flinner, Don
Stiernberg, and Tom Bekeny. In
addition to their wonderful ideas
and great musicianship, I love
their tone.
DB: Are you into the Stones or
the Beatles?
AR: Both. You can be both, right?
DB: But of course, thanks for
your time, Roscoe.

Adam Roszkiewicz.
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The Old Time Rambler By Geff Crawford
Dan Gellert CD/DVD

There’s a wonderful new CD/
DVD set of Dan Gellert, old-time
fiddler and banjo player, put out by
the Old-Time Tiki Parlour (http://
oldtimetikiparlour.com/) based in
Los Angeles. Dan’s fiddle and banjo
style make him one of the premier
old-time musicians around. I recommend this set at the highest level,
whether you are already an old-time
musician or fan, or just want to experience the music played at its best.
I believe that Dan’s recordings are
limited besides this one: two cassette albums, one with Brad Leftwich (“A Moment In Time”) and
the other with his band Shoofly
(“Forked Deer”), plus a CD of Dan
called “Waitin’ On The Break Of
Day”.
Just to get the details out of the
way, this set is an audio CD of 19
fiddle and banjo tunes and songs,
and a video DVD of Dan playing
the tunes for all the world to see.
The price is $25, with the usual disclaimer about my having any connection or financial benefit. Here
are the tunes, half on banjo and half
on fiddle, and yes, I know 19 is an
odd number:
John Henry / Poor Rosy / Pretty
Little Shoes / The Cuckoo / Nan-

cy Dalton / Old Jimmy Sutton
/ Midnight / Fall On My Knees
/ Black-Eyed Suzy / Eph Got A
Coon / Railroad Through The
Rocky Mountains / Reuben /
Shaking Down The Acorns / Cora
Dye / Big Tennessee / Sail Away
Ladies / The Girl I Left Behind
Me / I’ll Roll In My Sweet Baby’s
Arms / Raleigh & Spencer
One might ask why one would
want a video of the same tunes that
are on the audio CD. My answer is a
long one. First, Dan’s style is iconic,
masterful, and beautiful, and therefore possibly a mystery to anyone
wanting to use it improve his/her
own playing. The combination of
audio and video gives a potential
leg up to understanding that mystery. Second, this is a wonderfully
produced, recorded, and videoed
set that has excellent audio and visual quality, greater than recordings
or films of past (sometimes LONG
past) players available online or elsewhere. The quote from Dan about
how to play like he does is, “Listen
to the same dead guys that I listened
to.” That’s not always easy when old
technology gets in the way—this set
eliminates those problems. Third,
Dan’s rhythm and bluesy style come
across powerfully when you can ac-

tually watch him play and watch
him love the music he’s making.
If you hear music you like, it’s natural to want to hear more, or see a
performance in person. But I have a
theory that old-time musicians more
often react by wanting to PLAY (or
DANCE, if that’s their thing). Being in an audience is fun, but being
a player (or dancer) is FUN. The
problem is, how can we mortals
even approach the kind of playing
coming from Dan Gellert? Well, I’m
optimistic.
Two years ago, Dan was at Fiddle Tunes and Masha and I were in
his band lab workshop the whole
week. His style of teaching was not
phrase by phrase, or right hand bowing or frailing patterns. He chose
several standard tunes and tried
to help us all play them the way he
would by letting us watch and listen
and then try them ourselves. Now, of
course, one player simply can’t play
exactly like another, but that’s part
of the beauty of this music. You take
what you can from someone else and
make it your own. Maybe it’s just a
two or three note bowing or frailing
lick that you just love, so you try to
watch and listen over and over and
over until you are satisfied, or more
commonly, are just beginning to
approach satisfaction. The truth is,

sometimes it takes huge concentration, immense repetition, and tons
of practice, but if you love what
you’re aiming for, you keep going.
So how would I approach using this CD/DVD set to take even a
small step toward Dan Gellert-land?
I’d put the CD permanently in your
car, or, okay, on the digital device
of your choice where you’ll really saturate your brain with it. The
thing I like about listening over
and over in the car is that it’s going
into your subconscious while you’re
concentrating on driving. That’s
similar to the way the “dead guys”
learned, back in the hills, hearing
grandpa or grandma playing long
before the “guys” picked up any instruments. You need to be able to
hum the tune before you can play
it if you want to learn the feeling
that comes along with it. Go ahead
and use a slow-downer program or
device to get the notes down, and
then learn to play the tune note by
note as much as you can. Then I’d
watch the DVD over and over and
look for little licks and try to figure
them out by experimenting. There
are good instructional videos with
techniques showing fiddle and banjo licks too. But the trick is putting
them into your playing and getting
it to swing. On Dan’s fiddle selec-

tions, the bowing is its usual riddle,
though he is definitely a down-bow
fiddler, putting in accents on the
down-bow. Watch for slurred string
crossing (2 or more notes on the
same bow stroke but on two adjacent strings).
I just watched the teaser (try it
out!) on the Old-Time Tiki Parlour
website of Dan playing Poor Rosy
on the banjo, and though it’s short,
you can get an idea of the clarity
level. For example, in that very brief
segment, you see that his thumb
kind of hangs out on the fifth string
most of the time, but at one point
when he drops it down, there’s a
very fine syncopation that pops out,
which, with a lot of focusing, replaying, and trial and error, just might
be a lick one could learn. Now multiply that by 19 full-length tunes,
and you’ve got yourself a life’s work,
but a mighty joyful life’s work.
I hope you’re convinced. Again,
http://oldtimetikiparlour.com/.

The French Connection by Allan French
Brought to You by
the Letter C

C is for the CHORDS being
strummed on a guitar, since I mentioned last month that my 14 year
old nephew had begun playing
that instrument.
C is also for his CONCUSSION. He was seriously injured
while horsing around at school, so
he cannot play football this year.
He hit the cement (“C”-ment?)
while playing in the school yard
– as opposed to being tackled by
a gridiron gorilla. He is pursuing
the guitar because he can’t play
any sports right now, and he’s not
supposed to strain his eyes staring at video games and iPhone
screens. (No sports, no screens, no
non-homework reading, what else
can he do?) I don’t know where he
got the idea to play guitar, but his
selection obviously pleases me.
C is for the young COOK /

CHEF in training. Even before
the accident, he had taken an interest in cooking. Perhaps I’ll gift
him a JD Rhynes “cooking-music”
cookbook if he continues to pursue both of these interests until
Father’s Day, when they should be
available for purchase.
He lives in Washington state
and has no musicians in his immediate family, so I try to help him
as best I can from this remote location. (Here, “help him” means
that I cross my fingers, hold my
breath, and send him pep-talk
e-mails.) In the first message, I described the pleasant events in my
life that arose from being a new
musician and hanging out with
more experienced ones. (Ummm,
that may include you!) I will share
a few passages here, slightly edited.
To express how playing music can be fun for people of all
ages, I enclosed a photo of a jam
circle at SCVFA (the San Jose

area fiddlers). “The lady with the
banjo, she is over age 70. Across
the circle, the fiddler brothers are
perhaps 8 and 11 years old.” The
other photo showed people gathered to jam at Frank Solivan’s
trailer, at last year’s FDF, including Robert C and Isaac C; Helen
F; Tina L-B and John G; Matt E;
and Frank S. “Of the 9 people in
the scene, 4 of them are teenagers.
In music, whether you are young
or old, skinny or fat, slightly weird
or mostly normal, nobody really
cares. There’s an expression that
‘We’re here to make music, so
shut-up and pick.’”
To compare success in music to success as an athlete, I stated “One really nice thing about
playing music is that YOU (and
perhaps your music teacher) get
to define whether you’re winning
or losing and YOU set your own
goals and deadlines. In a ballgame, you might play very well

116 Clement Street, SF
CBA sponsored jam every 1st Wednesday

yet lose the game because of ineffective teammates or very skilled
competitors.”
Whether my words of wisdom will influence his effort to
learn and play, I don’t know. My
brother didn’t respond with sufficient detail, when I e-mailed
him about his son’s musical progress. So, as best I know, he is still
playing guitar (after two months),
but without deep dedication; it’s
probably acoustic but I haven’t
gotten confirmation; he does have
a qualified music teacher (thank
goodness for that!); and I have no
idea what genre he performs in.
C is for my CONTACTS
database. Between neighbors, relatives, musicians, job recruiters,
coworkers, square dancers, and
classmates – and not all of them
are on social media – I needed
one place to warehouse all of my
contact information. (You should
already know that I’m a data dork
/ numbers nerd.)
When analyzing how I first
met people, I discovered that the
classifications of school, job, and
dancing, each comprise less than
15% of everyone. The people I
met through the bluegrass and
folk music community are nearly
30% of my entire universe!!! Considering that I’ve only been in this
community since 2007, I was absolutely shocked to discover that!
And finally, C is for CALIFORNIA CALENDARS. It’s
time to start planning for your

Allan French

spring and summer events. April
showers used to bring May flowers; but this is California, so don’t
count on that wet stuff.
April will feature the CBA
Spring Campout in Turlock in
mid-April, as well as the Cloverdale Fiddle Festival. Walker Creek
Music Camp occurs just before the
Campout (and conflicts with Cloverdale). It is not a CBA activity,
but its founder ran the CBA Music Camp for many years. Maybe
you can attend Walker Creek
and then you might exhibit your
improvements to your pals at the
Campout!
If you’d like to incorporate
some non-music events into your
next venture, check out this California government site, www.cac.
ca.gov/resources/. Scroll to the
events section. You can search by
type of event (food, history, music, theater, etc.) or by location.
Let’s wrap up by pondering,
without the letter C, where would
U and I B?
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Come and join us for our 40th Annual Fathers’ Day Bluegrass Festival
at the Nevada County Fairgrounds in Grass Valley, California!
Four days of family fun, jamming, workshops, Children’s Programs,
Luthier’s Pavilion, Kids on Bluegrass, camping on site and the best in
Bluegrass and Old Time Music on stage under the beautiful pine trees.
Things You Should Know

• “Dogs and cats are allowed only in designated camping areas during the festival, none are allowed in the main
venue area. No pets in tent-camping-only area. Owners must comply with CBA’s policies. Please see our
website or inquire at 209-588-9214.
•Camping is in the rough on the festival site beginning Sunday, June 14 through Wednesday, June 17 for a fee of
$20 per unit per night (lots of grass and big pine trees), on a first-come, first-served basis. Designated tent only
camping area available. Guaranteed electric only sites available - see below for fee information.
•Limited number of campsites for handicapped persons. Advance reservations required by May 1, 2015.
•Camping during the festival is included in 3 and 4 day tickets.
•Food and soft drink concessions on site. Picnic baskets and coolers permitted - no glass, please.
•Bring lawn chairs or blankets for seating. Audience area is a grassy lawn with trees.
•Festival is held rain or shine -- ABSOLUTELY NO REFUNDS.

Where is the Festival Site?

The Nevada County Fairgrounds is located at 11228 McCourtney Road in the town of Grass Valley, California. From
Sacramento, take Interstate 80 east to the town of Auburn. Take the Hwy. 49 - Grass Valley exit and go north about
28 miles. There are signs on the highway directing you to the fairgrounds -- about 2 miles.
~ ADVANCE TiCKET ORDER FORM ~
Advance Discount Tickets
(3/1/15 - 5/31/15)
CBA Member Tickets
4-DayAdult .............................. $125
4-Day Senior (65 & over) ........ $115
4-Day Teen (16-18)................... $60
3-Day Adult ............................ $105
3-Day Teen .............................. $45
Non-Member Ticket Prices
4-Day Adult..............................$150
4-Day Senior (65 & over) ........ $140
4-Day Teen (16-18)....................$60
3-Day Adult..............................$130
3-Day Teen (16-18)....................$45
Single Day Tickets
No discounts available
Thursday........... Adult $35/Teen $15
Friday................ Adult $50/Teen $20
Saturday............ Adult $55/Teen $25
Sunday...............Adult $35/Teen $15

GATE TICKET PRICES
4-Day Adult
$160
4-Day Teen (16-18)
$70
3-Day Adult
$130
3-Day Teen (16-18)
$55
Children 15 & Under FREE with
a paid adult admission.
NO MEMBER DISCOUNTS
ON GATE TICKETS.

Camping is included in all
3 and 4 day tickets. Early
camping opens Sunday,
June 14. Camping fees are
$20 per night per unit (RVs),
$15 per night per unit (tents)
on a first come, first-served
basis from Sunday, June 14
through Wednesday, June
17.
Designated tent camping
area available.
Special campsites with
guaranteed electricity spaces @$110 each with advance reservations (Monday
thru Sunday).
Handicapped campers who
need special accommodations must make advance
reservations by May 1, 2015.
Please see this ad next
month for contact information and reservations.

Please send me the following advance tickets to the CBA’s 40th Annual Father’s Day
Bluegrass Festival:
CBA Member Tickets
4-Day Adult @$125
4-Day Senior @$115
4-Day Teen (16-18) @$60
3-Day Adult (Th/Fri/Sat) @$105*
3-Day Teen (16-18) (Th/Fri/Sat) @$45*
3-Day Adult (Fri/Sat/Sun) @$105*
3-Day Teen (16-18) (Fri/Sat/Sun) @$45*
Non-Member Tickets
____ 4-Day Adult @$150
____ 4-Day Senior @$140
____ 4-Day Teen @$60
____ 3-Day Adult (Th/Fri/Sat) @$130*
____ 3-Day Teen (16-18) (Th/Fri/Sat) @$45*
____ 3-Day Adult (Fri/Sat/Sun) @$130*
____ 3-Day Teen (16-18) (Fri/Sat/Sun) @$45*
•Please specify which 3 days
____
____
____
____
____
____
____

Single Day Tickets
____ Thursday Only @ $35 ____ Teen @ $15
____ Friday Only @ $50 ____ Teen @$20
_ ___ Teen @$25
____ Saturday Only @ $55

____ Sunday Only @ $35

____ Teen @$15

Camping Reservations:
____ nights Pre-festival tent camping
@$15 per night (first-come, firstserved) for a total of $________
____ nights Pre-festival RV camping
@$20 per night (first-come, firstserved) for a total of $________
____ Reserved space with guaranteed
electricity @$110 per space.
(6/14/15 - 6/21/15)
CBA Member No. ____________
Date of Order _______________
Total for Tickets ________________
Total for Camping _______________
Total Enclosed______________
Mail ticket order form, a SELF
ADDRESSED, STAMPED BUSINESS-SIZED ENVELOPE, and check
or money order payable to the California Bluegrass Association (CBA) to:

CBA Festival Tickets
John Erwin
375 Las Vegas Street
Morro Bay, CA 93442-1548

Name
Address
City
State _____Zip
Phone

Email

Advance Discount Ticket Order Form -- Deadline 5/31/15

For Credit Card orders visit www.cbaontheweb.org. NO REFUNDS. Festival general info at 209-588-9214
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The David Grisman Bluegrass
Experience
The Nashville Bluegrass Band
The Kentucky Colonels Reunion
Jumpsteady Boys
The Spinney Brothers
Adkins and Loudermilk
The Good Ol’ Persons Reunion
The Bluegrass Patriots Reunion
Keith Little and the LittleBand

with Special Lifetime Member Guests

April 2015

Blue Diamond Strings
Molly Tuttle and Friends
Carl and Judie Pagter and Friends
Steep Ravine
CBA Music Camp All-Stars
Kids On Bluegrass
CBA Emerging Artist
Chris Henry
& the Hardcore Grass
....and many, many, more acts to
be announced

The Father’s Day Bluegrass Festival is produced by our volunteer members and promises four days of fabulous music
on three stages, jamming, workshops, youth programs, the Kids on Bluegrass, Luthiers’ Pavilion, Vern’s Beer and Wine
Garden and a large concession area with food, drink and crafts.
Information:

www.cbaontheweb.org
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JUMPSTEADY
BOYS

J
um ps teady B o y s
Bruce Molsky, Rafe Stefanini, Mike Compton, Joe Newberry — Thursday & Friday

CARL AND
JUDIE PAGTER
AND FRIENDS

Carl and JudieThursday
Pagter
and Friends
& Friday
Blue Diamond Strings
Jody Stecher, Kate Brislin, Eric and Suzy Thompson, Paul Shelasky, Paul Knight – Saturday & Sunday

BLUE
DIAMOND
STRINGS

Vern’s Stage Bands ( TO BE ANNOUNCED )
SQUARE DANCES FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHT WITH

JUMPSTEADY BOYS

&

BLUE DIAMOND STRINGS

JAMMING & WORKSHOPS (TO BE ANNOUNCED)

Tickets
available at
www.cbaontheweb.org

ALSO PERFORMING AT THE FESTIVAL:
David Grisman Bluegrass Experience, the Nashville Bluegrass Band, the Kentucky Colonels Reunion, the Spinney Brothers,
Adkins and Loudermilk, the Good Ol' Persons Reunion, the Bluegrass Patriots Reunion, Keith Little and the LittleBand
with Special Lifetime Member Guests, Molly Tuttle and Friends, Steep Ravine, CBA Music Camp All-Stars,
Kids on Bluegrass, CBA Emerging Artist Chris Henry & the Hardcore Grass – and many more to be announced.

OR DIRECT YOUR
SMART PHONE TO
THIS HANDY QR CODE!

CAMPING
under the pines – AT THE

NEVADA COUNTY
FAIRGROUNDS
Grass valley
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Roger Siminoff

The Luthier’s Corner - Roger Siminoff
Q: In the last issue of the breakdown, you talked
about the need for a stiff fretboard extender. I’m
having trouble understanding that since it rests on
the soundboard, why does it need to be stiff ? By
the way, I have a Gibson 2012 F5L.

A: Thanks for both your photo and your question.
Just to help everyone understand what we are referring to, the fretboard extender is the piece under the
end of the fretboard that supports the portion of the
fretboard that extends out over the soundboard. It is
there for strength; to hold the fretboard up and to keep it straight. As I mentioned last month,
on the original Loar-signed F5 mandolins, this extender was made of ebony (although I have
seen some that I believe to be made of rosewood) so that the dense, hard, extended fretboard
would not wick off energy and damp any sustain. Today, most builders use maple - but maple is
not sufficiently dense and ebony or rosewood are much better choices.

Fig. 1. The fretboard extender on this Gibson mandolin is resting on the soundboard,
and as a result it will damp the soundboard and possibly cause buzzes or unwanted noise.
I don’t mean to be the bearer of bad news, but your fretboard extender (Fig. 1) appears to
be touching the soundboard and, in fact, you mentioned that it was resting on the soundboard.
I can’t tell from your photo if the end of the fretboard became warped and forced the extender
down or if was made this way at the outset. The extender should be raised above the soundboard
and not resting on it. With the fretboard extender resting on the soundboard, it will interfere
with the soundboard’s movement and reduce the instrument’s amplitude and sustain. And, it
will most definitely cause unwanted buzzes and noise. There should be a space between the extender and the soundboard as in Fig. 2, and I urge you to visit with a luthier to have it corrected.

Fig. 2. Here is one of my mandolins that shows the extender positioned well above the
soundboard
			
Q: Since a mandolin has twice as many strings as a violin, why doesn’t it need a soundpost
to hold the top like the violin does?
A: First of all, the soundpost on a violin is not there to hold up the soundboard (top). The
arched shape of the soundboard provides sufficient strength to support the load of the strings in
the absence of a soundpost.
The post is there to act as a stiffener with the goal of driving the strings’ energy to the bass
bar. As the bow is moved sideways, the primary modes of the strings are also sideways and this
motion forces the bridge to rock sideways, which transfers most of the lateral energy of the
strings to the bass bar.
Violin makers and repair folks know that moving the soundpost around has a major effect
on how the violin sounds. The closer the post is to the bridge, the brighter and more treble and
harsh the instrument sounds. As the soundpost is moved back from the bridge, the instrument
sounds warmer and loses some of its treble and harsh qualities. The magic is to find the ideal
location for the soundpost where the violin has excellent balance between its treble and bass
response.
While one would think that the soundpost damps the bridge’s vibrations, the violin’s bow

delivers tremendous, continuous energy and the violin’s amplitude doesn’t suffer because a
soundpost is placed beneath the bridge. But, the violin will clearly work without a soundpost –
it just won’t sound like a “violin.”
Although the viol family instruments have a bass bar (under the bass foot of the bridge)
and a soundpost (just behind the treble foot of the bridge, the f-hole mandolin (such as the F5)
has two tone bars and doesn’t use a soundpost (it doesn’t need one to hold the soundboard up).
And in the case of the mandolin, a soundpost would damp the bridge’s vibrations, which would
result in a reduction of the instrument’s amplitude.
Q: A friend said that a string produces extra tones, although I think he may have called
them over tones. I don’t understand how if a string is tuned to a certain note, it can produce
other notes.
A: It’s actually quite simple, and the sounds he is referring to are called overtones. Strings vibrate
in multiple modes called “partials.” The basic mode, where the string vibrates as one whole unit
(Fig 3, “A”), is called the first partial. It produces the basic note to which the string is tuned (this
note is also called the “fundamental”). So, in the case of an A string, which vibrates at 440Hz
(440 complete back and forth movements per second), for example, the A440 is heard when
the string vibrates as one whole.

Fig 3: Strings vibrate in many modes. Here “A” is the 1st partial (also known as the “fundamental”). “B” demonstrates the 2nd partial. “C” demonstrates how the string can first
vibrate at the 1st partial and then as the 2nd partial.
Strings also vibrate in halves and thirds and fourths and so on. As Fig 3, “B” shows, the
string can vibrate in two equal halves. And, it is these two halves that you force into motion
when you play a harmonic by placing your finger over the 12th fret and plucking the string. The
12th fret is exactly half the length of the string, so when you touch the string lightly over the
12th fret and play it, you force the null point to occur in the middle of the string which forces
the string to vibrate in two parts. In the case of a string tuned to an A440hz, the note created
when the string vibrates in two equal halves is the octave A at 880Hz.
While the sound you create is called a “harmonic,” you are actually forcing the 2nd partial
to occur. (The word “harmonic” refers to the sound, the word “partial” refers to the order or
sequence of the harmonic.) When you place your finger on the string over the 7th fret and force
a harmonic to sound, you are making the string vibrate in three equal parts, and this is called the
3rd partial, and so on. If you know how and where, you should be able to create 6 or 7 harmonics (partials).
When a string is played it vibrates in a series of complex modes depending on where it was
“attacked” (picked), and many natural harmonics become part of the entire sound you hear. You
hear some of the fundamental (the 1st partial), you hear some of the 2nd partial, you hear some
of the 3rd partial, 4th, 5th, 6th, and so on up to about the 15th or 16th partial. And you hear
them in different percentages according to the type of instrument, how the string was attacked
(picked, bowed, strummed, etc.), where the string was attacked (near the bridge, away from the
bridge, etc.), and how long and how hard the string was attacked. So, within the total sound of a
string you might hear this combination: 35% of the 1st partial, 15% of the 2nd partial, 20% of
the 3rd partial, 10% of the 4th partial, and so on until you account for 100% of the sound. This
“distribution of partials” is one of the main elements that is the difference between the sound
of a banjo, mandolin, fiddle, and so on. Fig 3, “C” shows what the string might look like if you
could see the 1st partial and the 2nd partial vibrating in sequence. Of course, if I added all the
other partials, the drawing would look like a blur (but so does the string!). All of these other
notes are “overtones” and together they make up the “overtone series.”
See you next month…
© Copyright 2015, Roger H. Siminoff, Atascadero, CA.
If you have questions you would like answered, please email: siminoff@siminoff.net, or
write to Roger Siminoff, PO Box 2992, Atascadero, CA 93423.
Roger Siminoff is an honorary life-time member of CBA and was the founder of Pickin’ and
Frets magazines. Roger has written more than 10 books on instrument set-up and construction,
and recently developed new string technology for banjos and mandolins. For more on Roger
Siminoff, Siminoff Banjo and Mandolin Parts, Straight Up Strings, Gibson and Lloyd Loar
history, visit his web site at: www.siminoff.net.

The Luthier’s Corner is made possible by
CBA members like you!
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BRENDA and the Reviews
Hot Rize:
When I’m Free
Ten in Hand Records
www.hotrize.com
©2014

Song List: Western Skies, Blue
Is Fallin’, Come Away, Sky Rider, You Were On My Mind This
Morning, Doggone, A Cowboy’s
Life, I Never Met A One Like
You, Burn it Down, Glory in the
Meeting House, I Am the Road,
Clary Mae.
Hot Rize was formed in
1978 and like the magical Martha White flour ingredient, the
band kept growing in popularity
to the top of the bluegrass charts.
Their traditional roots tied with
an innovative approach and fine
musicianship ensured the band’s
success and it was disappointing
when the band retired in 1990.
In 2014, the band recorded an album of new songs and with new
tours to support the album, Hot
Rize is back in the forefront of
bluegrass music.
Band members are Tim
O’Brien on mandolin and vocals,
Nick Forster on bass and vocals,
Pete Wernick on banjo and vocals, and Bryan Sutton on guitar
and vocals. The blend of vocals
and instrumentation is as strong

as ever and the mostly original
songs are concise and contemporary. The opening song, “Western Skies,” is a nod to the band’s
Colorado birthplace and the
album cover reflects the mountains and skies of the American
West. Pete’s banjo propels the
underlying rhythm in the song,
and Tim’s lead vocal offers hope
of freedom where the land has
no boundaries. “Blue Is Fallin”
is a Tim O’Brien original and it’s
a compelling song tinged with a
bluesy mandolin and banjo solo
and closing in of depression –
“it’s not about you, it’s all about
me.” “You Were on My Mind
This Morning,” is a wistful look
at a love that is slipping away like
“water through my fingers.” More
upbeat is the band’s version of
Mark Knopfler’s “I Never Met
a One Like You,” with a bouncy
banjo backdrop and instrumentals that echo the song “I’ve Been
All Around the World.” The traditional instrumental “Glory in
the Meeting House” blends an
old-timey mix of mandolin, fiddle, and clawhammer banjo while
Pete Wernick’s “Sky Rider” has a
brilliant blazing banjo track morphing into crisp mandolin and
guitar rhythms.
Hot Rize is back and ready
to rise again like a Phoenix!

Frank Wakefield & Red
Allen: The WDON
Recordings 1963
Patuxent Records
PO Box 572
Rockville, MD 20848
www.pxrec.com
©2014

Song List: Deep Elem blues,
Somebody Loves You Darling,
You’ll Always Be My Blue Eyed
Darling, Pistol Packing Mama,
Will You Be Satisfied This Way,
Old Joe Clark, Give Me The Flowers While I’m Living, I Guess
I’ll Go On Dreaming, I’m Blue
and Lonesome Too, All I Want
Is You, Poor Ellen Smith, Alone
and Forgotten, I Wonder Why
You Said Goodbye, I Thought
I’d Never Fall In Love Again,
Sweet Sunny South, I Wonder If
You Feel the Way I Do, Wayfaring Stranger, Little Rosewood
Casket, Don’t Laugh, Red Apple
Rag, I Wouldn’t Change You If I
Could, Sing Sing Sing.
Red Allen and Frank Wakefield were a popular duo in the
60s and they were often joined
by Pete Kuykendall on banjo and
Tom Morgan on bass and called
the Kentuckians. The band performed for radio station WDON
and luckily for us, Pete recorded

Introducing...

STRAIGHT
UP STRINGS
BY SIMINOFF

...every note of every chord

Engineered with compensated down pressures for balanced tone
Banjo: Light, medium, and heavy - Chromium stainless wound fourth string
Mandolin: Medium and heavy - Phosphor bronze wound third and fourth strings

www.siminoff.net

the broadcasts so the band’s performance of these 22 classic songs can
be enjoyed over 50 years later.
Red Allen’s powerful vocals
are featured here and his delivery
tends to be more traditional in
style and not as smooth as more
contemporary vocalists. Frank
Wakefield’s mandolin playing is a
standout here and his solo on “Pistol Packing Mama” has the punctuated notes reminding us of Bill
Monroe. The instrumental “Sweet
Sunny South” also showcases the
interplay between the banjo and
mandolin in the band. The strongest vocal on the album is Red’s
version of “The Rosewood Casket”
and one wonders if better recording techniques would have given
more depth to the vocals and instrumentals.
Since only one other recording exists for this group, it is well
worth listening to the 22 songs as
a touchstone for bluegrass performance.

Seldom Scene: Long
Time Seldom Scene

Smithsonian Folkways Recordings
www.folkways.si.edu
©2014
Song List: California Cottonfields, Wait a Minute, What Am
I Doing Hanging ‘Round, Hick-

Brenda Hough
ory Wind, I’ll Be No Stranger
There, Walk Through This World
With Me, Big Train, With Body
and Soul, Paradise, It’s All Over
Now Baby Blue, Mean Mother
Blues, My Better Years, Little
Georgia Rose, Like I Used To
Do, Through the Bottom of the
Glass, Lorena.
Through the more than four
decades of its existence, the Seldom Scene has generated its own
approach to bluegrass. Giving
contemporary songs a bluegrass
twist with an urban edge, the band
has kept its fans through the years.
The current band members are
Ben Eldridge on banjo, Lou Reid
on vocals and mandolin, Dudley Connell on guitar and vocals,
Continued on A-20
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Bluegrass Confidential By Chuck Poling
It doesn’t seem that long ago
that Jeanie and I attended our first
Father’s Day Festival and learned
about the CBA, but it was almost
25 years ago. We’ve been hosting
our Bluegrass Country Jam at the
Plough and Stars in SF for 13 years
now – that’ s over 150 jam sessions
with no end in sight. Whoa! Time
really does fly when you’re having
fun.
By mid-February, I realized it
was time to start planning for one of
my favorite annual bluegrass events,

the CBA’s Pickin’ Picnic in Golden
Gate Park. This year the picnic will
be held on Saturday, May 2nd at the
Dahlia Picnic Area. (Same place as
in past years.) Jeanie and I are your
hosts from noon until 6 pm.
The picnic has become quite
a tradition here in San Francisco. I
lost track of how many years have
passed since we started it, so I refer
to it as the “enth” annual Pickin’
Picnic. It’s a great chance for us city
dwellers to get outside, get some
fresh air, and enjoy an afternoon of

music, good food, and good company. It’s a treat, whether you’re a jammer or just someone who wants to
enjoy live, acoustic music on a lovely day in the park. It’s also a great
reason for out-of-towners to plan a
trip to SF and get in some pickin’ in
the one of the most beautiful urban
spaces in the world.
I’m pretty fortunate to be living near Golden Gate Park. It’s like
a great big, wonderful backyard
that I never have to mow. When I
walk through the park I hear people
speaking languages from all over the
world. Why? Because people travel
thousands of miles to come to San
Francisco and see places like Golden
Gate Park. I just have to stroll one
block up the street from my home
and I’m there.
Over the years, I’ve heard a lot
of music in the park. The biggest
event, of course, is Hardly Strictly
Bluegrass, the three-day, free mega-fest that fills the meadows on
the west side of the park. But there’s
music everywhere – just listen.
Buskers will set up in the pedestrian tunnels where the echo creates an eerie reverb effect. A classical
guitarist often performs outside the
de Young Museum. Tribes of drummers flock to Hippie Hill to percuss

themselves into a trance, and random guitars pop up in picnic areas.
The Golden Gate Park Band
has been performing in the over 130
years. That’s what you call a steady
gig. A traditional ensemble of horns,
woodwinds, and percussion, the
band plays classical pieces, marches,
show tunes, opera, and other genres.
They play every Sunday, April
through October, at what is officially known as the Spreckels Temple of
Music, but which locals simply refer
to as the Bandshell.
If you’re in the park on a Sunday, you may also hear the sound of
recorded swing music that’s played
to accompany the free Lindy in the
Park dance lessons that have been
going on for at least two decades.
After the lesson, the hosts just let the
music roll, and dozens of couples
dance the day away. I’ve also seen
dance performances at the Bandshell of tango, flamenco, ballet, and
other genres –often accompanied by
live music.
In my many strolls through the
park I’ve heard bagpipes, didgeridoos, a vibraphone, an oud, a hurdy
gurdy, and probably a few more odd
instruments I’ve forgotten about.
I once heard the strains of a mariachi band and followed them to a

Log Cabin Music
By Wayne Erbsen
Cowboys in
Bluegrass Music?

© 2015 by Wayne Erbsen
As a kid, I desperately wanted
to be a cowboy. I dreamed of own-

ing a horse, riding the range, and
doing what cowboys did. And why
wouldn’t I? Every night I slept under a cowboy blanket and my lunch
box was fully decorated with a decal
of a handsome cowboy twirling his

lariat. Growing up at the dawn of
the age of television, all my heroes
were cowboys: Hopalong Cassidy,
Shane, Roy Rogers, Gene Autry and
John Wayne. I watched “Gunsmoke,”
“Have Gun Will Travel,” “The Rifleman” and “Bonanza” while eating
my TV dinner. My favorite actor was
Gary Cooper, whose riveting role in
the movie “High Noon” knocked my
socks off.
Of course, back then the entire
country seemed to be smitten with
everything cowboy. But we can’t just
blame Hollywood and the Marlborough man for the popularity of the
cowboy as a cultural icon. As early
as 1893, noted historian Frederick
Jackson Turner wrote an influential
paper entitled “The Significance of
the Frontier in American History.”
Turner convincingly argued that
the idea of the frontier was crucial
in helping to define the American
character. Since then, historians have
been hotly debating the merits of
Turner’s claims of the importance of
the West in American history.
For now, we’ll leave that argument to the historians. What I’m interested in knowing is how the idea
of the cowboy influenced country
music in general, and bluegrass music in particular. Stick with me here
as I outline some of the ways the idea
of cowboys and the wild west snuck
into our national consciousness.
Theodore Roosevelt
In 1884, New Yorker Roosevelt
decided he wanted to live the life
of a cowboy, so he bought a cattle

Wayne Erbsen
ranch in the Badlands of the Dakota
Territory and fashioned himself into
a cowboy. While having a friendly
drink at a local saloon, Roosevelt was
bullied by a man who thought the
newcomer was a city-slicking sissy.
In the fist fight that followed, Roosevelt proved his mettle, and beat the
man into believing that Teddy was as
tough as the Rough Rider he soon
became. When Roosevelt eventually
became President, politician Mark
Hannah is said to have snorted,
“Now look! That damned cowboy is
President of the United States.”
Dime Novels
As early as 1860, the publishers
Erastus and Irwin Beadle released
a series of cheap paperback books
called “Beadle’s Dime Novels.” These
and other publications flooded the
market with hair-raising stories of
brave cowboys and frontiersmen
fighting off wild Indians to save
beautiful maidens.
Buffalo Bill Cody
A hero of many Dime Novels, Cody started his own wild west
Continued on A-19

Chuck Poling
wedding, where all the men on the
groom’s side wore yarmulkes.
Anyone traipsing about the
northeast corner of Golden Gate
Park on May 2nd is sure to hear the
sounds of fiddles, banjos, and high
lonesome harmonies. Jeanie and I
enjoy hosting the Pickin’ Picnic because we like to share the experience
of playing music al fresco in the city,
and we really get a kick out of seeing
complete strangers gravitate toward
the jam. More than a few random
passersby ended up staying a few
hours and having a jolly good bluegrass time.
Here are the details:
We’ll bring some food, plates,
cups, and utensils to share. Guests are
encouraged to bring a dish, beverages, and a jug of water. . We won’t be
bringing a grill this year because it’s
no longer allowed in the Dahlia Dell.
The grove is near the statue of
President Garfield on JFK Drive.
Look for signs directing you to the
Bluegrass Pickin’ Picnic and keep
your ear cocked for the sound of banjos, fiddles, and guitars, along with
those piercing, nasal vocal stylings.
There’s plenty of room to spread out
and have several jams. Bring your instruments, friends, and family. Chairs
or blankets to sit on will be handy
too.
Questions? Contact Jeanie and
Chuck at polingsf@gmail.com.
DIRECTIONS BY MUNI:
Take the 5, 21, or 33 and get
off at Fulton and Stanyan. Take the
footpath that starts at Fulton and
Stanyan, cross Conservatory Drive
East, and follow the path downhill.
Turn right at the bottom of the hill,
and the Dahlia Dell Area will be on
the left.
DIRECTIONS BY CAR:
Enter the park from Fell Street
and keep to the right to stay on JFK
Drive. Make a right at the first stop
sign onto Conservatory Drive East.
Follow the curve to the top of the hill
and park anywhere along the road.
Take the path on the left that goes
downhill. At the bottom of the hill
turn right and the Dahlia Dell Picnic
Area will be on the left.
Or you can take the second
right off of JFK Drive when you see
the “Dahlia Garden” sign. Park at
the end of that road near the Garfield statue and the Conservatory of
Flowers and look for a footpath that
will take you to the Dahlia Dell Picnic Area. There will be signs to guide
you.
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Joe Weed’s Studio Insider
McDonald’s Isn’t Paying

Recently, I saw a post on
Facebook referencing an article
in gawker.com, headlined: “McDonald’s Has ‘No Budget’ to
Pay Artists at SXSW Showcase.”
SXSW is media speak for South
By Southwest, the annual March
music festival in Austin, Texas.
Curious, I followed the link
to the story, written by Kelly Conaboy. She writes that McDonald’s
feels that the musicians whom
they select to perform on their
stage will be happy to work for no
money, content with the promise
from McDonald’s that they will
receive great exposure from the
“opportunity” to perform. Meanwhile, the public will be given
free food by servers who are being
paid – unlike the musicians whose
appeal draws the audience to the
venue.
News flash: “People have died
from exposure,” to quote Santa
Cruz guitarist Steve Palazzo.
I have attended South By
SouthWest events in and near Austin, TX for several years. During
the festival week, rooms are routinely priced two to three times
above the normal price. Rental

cars at the Austin airport are also
much more expensive that usual.
Austin traffic is always a headache;
it causes migraines during SXSW.
In other words, it takes lots of
money, time and patience to stay,
travel and work in Austin during
the festival, even more than
during a “normal” week. Longtime and continually active Austin musicians tell me that most
musicians routinely receive $150
each or wristbands for all SXSW
events in compensation for their
performance at festival venues.
MacDonald’s, which the article
identifies as a $90 Billion corporation, is gambling that performers
will be willing to work without
compensation in exchange for
promised promotion and for being associated with this corporate
giant.
What are the ethics of this?
This work-for-no-money offer by McDonald’s is exploitation,
pure and simple. When she asked
McDonald’s to respond, Gawker’s columnist Kelly Conaboy received the following email from
McDonald’s Global Media Relations director Becca Hary:

“Kelly –
We follow the same standard protocol as other Brands and sponsors by
inviting talented and emerging musicians to join us at the SXSW Festival.
We look forward to serving McDonald’s food, drinks and fun in Austin.
Thanks, Becca”
Last year, Doritos paid Lady
Gaga $2.5 million for her appearance at SXSW (hollywood reporter.
com, March 14, 2014). Maybe the
McDonald’s management was busy
enjoying a Happy Meal when other sponsors were signing contracts
to compensate performers on their
stages.
McDonald’s refused even to
deal with the issue of not paying
working musicians. This reply is
condescending and disingenuous.
Perhaps they aren’t aware of how
this resonates in the professional
music community. Perhaps, as their
Global Media Relations director
tells us, they just don’t care.
But perhaps you care. Austin has a thriving music scene with
many popular venues that help support it. It’s been a self-supporting
musical community for decades.
It is precisely this community that

Log Cabin Music
By Wayne Erbsen
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shows beginning in around 1883.
These wildly popular Western extravaganzas helped to popularize the
idea of the cowboy and the wild west
both in America, England and even
in Europe.
Books
Owen Wister became known as
the father of western fiction with his
many books, including “The Virginian” (1902). Zane Gray followed suit
with a series of immensely popular
books including “Riders of the Purple Sage” (1912). His success helped
fuel an entire industry of western
books.		
Movies
The first feature movie was a
western, “The Great Train Robbery” (1903). Westerns were popular
throughout the silent film era. From
1915-1925 William S. Hart dominated western films. Then came Tom
Mix, who appeared in 291 western
films between 1909 and 1935.
Music
In 1925 Cart T. Sprague recorded an authentic cowboy song entitled
“When the Work’s All Done This
Fall.” It sold a staggering 900,000
copies at a time when most people
didn’t even own a record player. Jimmy Rodgers, known as “the father of
country music,” recorded at least seven cowboy songs in his short career
and frequently performed in cowboy
garb. His hits included “T For Tex-

as,” and he even built a home in Kerrville, Texas.
Gene Autry
Anyone looking for the single
biggest reason why country music
embraced the image of the cowboy
needs to look no further than the career of Gene Autry. He singlehandedly changed the look of country
music from the hillbilly in overalls
to the cowboy in a white hat. As one
of the most influential entertainers
of all time, he virtually created and
popularized the singing cowboy that
took Hollywood and the nation by
storm.
Here, in brief, is how this transformation took place. Sears Roebuck
wanted to enhance its national audience, so it purchased the WLS
National Barn Dance in Chicago.
During the Great Depression, the
country was in sore need of heroes,
so the marketing department at Sears
hit on the idea of promoting the image of a clean, right living cowboy
hero to sell their products. With the
stage set for a western hero, in walks
Gene Autry in 1931. A likeable performer who was born in Texas, he
started dressing like a cowboy for
personal appearances shortly after he
joined the WLS Barn Dance. Interestingly enough, he bought his first
cowboy outfit from Sears Roebuck.
Ironically, his first big hit, “Silver
Haired Daddy of Mine,” was not a
cowboy song, but a mountain song.
Jumping on the band wagon,
Sears soon produced a plethora of
cowboy products, including the

”Roundup Guitar.” In 1935, Patsy
Montana became the first female
performer to have a million-selling record with her “I Want to Be
a Cowboy’s Sweetheart.” In 1934,
Gene Autry left the WLS Barn
Dance for Hollywood to star in “In
Old Santa Fe.” This began the era
when the singing cowboy dominated
the big screen.
Bill Monroe
In October1939, Bill Monroe
and the Bluegrass Boys joined the
Grand Ole Opry. In his first recording for RCA Victor in1940,
Monroe recorded Jimmy Rodgers’
“Mule Skinner” Blues.” In a 1980
interview with the author, Bluegrass Boy Cleo Davis remembered
that Bill Monroe and the Bluegrass Boys were the first performers to play the Opry dressed in
white shirts, ties, and Stetson hats.
Monroe’s choice of attire for his
Bluegrass Boys wasn’t exactly the
full-on “cowboy look,” but it was
close.
Wayne Erbsen is a performer, author, radio host and publisher. He
has written two books on cowboy
songs including “Cowboy Songs,
Jokes, Lingo ‘n Lore” and “Outlaw
Ballads, Legends and Lore.” His
cowboy recordings include “Cowboy Songs of the Wild Frontier”
and “Authentic Outlaw Ballads.”
Check out his instruction books
for bluegrass banjo, clawhammer
banjo, mandolin, fiddle and guitar at www.nativeground.com

draws many people to Austin, and
especially to SXSW. For an incredibly wealthy corporation to come to
Austin and take advantage of a scene
that has been nurtured for decades
by dedicated and hard-working musicians, and then to deny compensation to those musicians is an affront
and unethical.
Working around Austin as a
performing musician provides a
gritty but visible financial return.
If every professional musician
in Austin stood up to this dangerous
and disrespectful offer and refused
to cooperate, then there would be
no live music on the McDonald’s
stage. Maybe they could try Muzak.
If the labor movement were strong
in Texas, teamsters, stage hands,
food workers and other unionized
workers who make the event succeed would have to stop at the gates
and refuse to make deliveries or otherwise do their jobs if the musicians
(union members) were not being
paid.
Big changes under way
While railing at McDonald’s
about its shameful exploitation of
Austin and its music community
will likely have no great immediate
effect, it is valuable for musicians
everywhere to be aware of this situation and to think about how it
may impact their lives. Economic,
social, and technological changes
can and sometimes do affect the
music we hear, and sometimes in
unexpected and dramatic ways.
When the 78 RPM record emerged
as the preferred, popular format for
producing and purchasing recorded
music in the early 20th century, the
practical length of songs soon settled near three minutes, as that was
the optimum time that could be recorded on a 78 RPM disk. Two generations later, LPs allowed a longer
uninterrupted recording/play space,
easily up to 18 minutes per side, but
the three-minute pop song was here
to stay. The 1923 invention of the
electronic microphone and related
advances in recording technology
meant that singers and groups no
longer had to perform into a physical horn and arrange themselves
around the room to provide the
best mix to the horn. The electronic
microphone could pick up sounds
from a much wider range of instruments and singers, and within a few
years, people who sang with quiet,
intimate voices could be successful

Joe Weed
recording artists. This had a major
impact on the type of music people
could hear at home or at a festival.
Today’s changes and the
music we hear
As the compensation for music performance declines to levels
that can’t support a contemporary
lifestyle, musicians will have to find
alternate means of making a living.
Music hobbyists and people who
have non-musical jobs (those who
work “day jobs”) will be the only
ones who can afford to perform
and record. As compensation is removed from both live and recorded
performance, the university and college programs that prepare people
for professional music careers will
become irrelevant. They will be
dropped by forward-thinking institutions. Faculty will need to re-train
and teach other fields or find other
means of employment. Maybe McDonald’s will be hiring.
People will probably continue to produce and make their own
music, but it would be foolish to
attempt to predict what that music
might be like or how it might be
delivered to listeners. Perhaps with
a side of fries?
Joe Weed records acoustic music at
his Highland Studios near Los Gatos, California. He has released six
albums of his own, produced many
projects for independent artists and
labels, and does scores for film, TV
and museums. Joe’s composition
“Hymn to the Big Sky” was heard
in “The Dust Bowl,” a film by Ken
Burns, which premiered nationally
on PBS. Joe recently produced “Pa’s
Fiddle,” a collection of 19th-century American music played by “Pa”
Charles Ingalls, father of Laura
Ingalls Wilder, the author of the
“Little House on the Prairie” book
series. Reach Joe by calling (408)
353-3353, by email at joe@highlandpublishing.com, or by visiting
joeweed.com.

www.cbamusiccamp.org
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Ronnie Simpkins on bass, and Fred Travers on dobro and vocals. Dudley’s lead
vocals grace the songs and Fred and Lou
provide the harmony vocals on the songs.
The songs are the most requested songs
by the Seldom Scene and include the Bob
Dylan song “It’s All Over Now, Baby Blue,”
John Prine’s “Paradise,” and Gram Parsons’
“Hickory Wind” which also has a guest appearance from Emmylou Harris.
“Through The Bottom of the Glass”
has the hallmarks of a classic: strong vocals with harmony segments, fine accents
on dobro and a catchy melody and theme
that invite singing along. The Civil War favorite, “Lorena,” features instrumental interludes from dobro, mandolin and fiddle
playing by Rickie Simpkins. “Wait a Minute” is one of Herb Pedersen’s most popular songs, and this version features heartfelt
vocals from Dudley, John Starling, Lou
and Fred. The band gives a spirited version of the Monkees’ “What Am I Doing

Hanging Round” with mandolin solos and
an underlying banjo rhythm.
While it’s delightful to hear some of
the classic songs again, a new collection
of songs given the special Seldom Scene
touch would be very welcome.

Punch Brothers:
The Phosphorescent
Blues
Nonesuch Records
1250 Avenue of the Americas
New York, NY 10104
www.punchbrothers.com
©2014

Song List: Familiarity, Julep, Passepied (Debussy), I Blew It Off, Magnet, My Oh My, Boll Weevil, Prelude
(Scriabin), Forgotten, Between 1st
and A, Little Lights.
The Punch Brothers are known for
a unique approach to music and they

Bluegrass Bard
Bard - Cliff Compton
Bluegrass
Under the bridge
I made some bad choices again and again
Adopted a few of the uglier sins
You might think I deserve everything that I get
Each cold lonely night
Each pain and regret
I saw her walking across the top of the freeway off truxel
A little bit of a woman pushing that shopping cart piled to the sky
In the middle of rush hour traffic
Pushing that cart with one hand
Pushing a bicycle with the other
And the cart fell over and I saw her desperate face
As she scrambled to pile it all up
And start moving again
And I wanted to stop
But there was traffic and no place
So I drove off and parked down by the walking path and figured
If I walked fast I could catch up to her before she reached the path
But she’d only walked a block or so
When I got back within her sight
And the cars were fast
And she was slow
And she looked so tired
And I took the cart and pushed it to the path
And told her if she waited I’d get my Van
And take her wherever she was going
You looking at me like you don’t have a heart
Because all that I own is in this shopping cart
And I got the van and we loaded it up
Clear to the top, side to side stuffed in
Like somebody’s whole life
And I asked her if she was hungry
And she said she was
And I said where would you like to eat
And she said taco bell
And there wasn’t one there
But there was a Del taco
And I said
Get anything you want
And she went for the dollar menu
And I said this ones on me, get all you could want
And she got a twelve pack of tacos and burritos
An ate one burrito
And loaded her bag with hot sauce and napkins and forks
And she told when she was young
An old friend used to call her sparrow
And I remembered a scripture that said something about
How God is aware of every sparrow that falls

Cliff Compton
You might think I’m crazy
And you might be right
So tuck me away somewhere
Out of your sight
And we drove down to the industrial area
And she said turn there
And I said “where”
And she said “there”
And there was no there
But I saw a little sort of gravel turnoff
That seemed to go nowhere
And I turned.
Under the bridge
Under the bridge
Life is what it is what it is
Under the bridge
And there by the canal
By a small bridge
She told me to stop
And we got out
And she started to unload the van
And from under the bridge
Four other people came out
Followed by a couple of skinny dogs
And She said, “I’ve got burritos”
And four people looked like they had just been told
That they’d won the lottery
I’ve heard Jesus loves me
I cherish the thought
Because sometimes that hope
Is the last one I’ve got
And in this life some win
And some of us lose
And you might understand
If you walked in my shoes
Under the bridge
Under the bridge
Life is what it is what it is
Under the bridge
This is no way to live
Under the bridge

easily move from traditional and original songs to interpretations of classical
music compositions that test the range
of their instruments. The band is Chris
Thile on lead vocals and mandolin, harmony vocals from Noam Pikelny on
banjo, Chris Eldridge on guitar, Paul
Kowert on bass and Gabe Witcher on
fiddle. The album cover features Magrite’s “The Lovers” with two lovers covered with scarves attempting to kiss and
connect. It may be a commentary on
our desire to connect with others while
having our senses hampered.
Certainly the original songs contain
images of modern urban life and lives
making connections that sometimes
have an “American share of 21st century
stress.” “Magnet” is a push-me, pull-you
song of attraction with two centers of
attention trying to get an upper hand all
sung over an insistent instrumental beat.
The band is Chris Thile on lead vocals
and mandolin, Noam Pikelny on banjo
and harmony vocals, Chris Eldridge on
guitars and harmony vocals, Paul Kowert on bass and harmony vocals, and
Gabe Witcher on fiddle and harmony
vocals. “Julep” opens with a bass solo
played against a mandolin rhythm as
Chris paints a vocal image of a family
gathered on a porch as time passes with
a “lifetime of summer and love ever after and heaven’s a julep on the porch.”
Scriabin’s “Prelude” focuses on Noam’s
melodic banjo notes played against solo
mandolin while Debussy’s “Passepied”
has solo mandolin augmented with
fiddle and banjo. “Forgotten” has softpaced instrumentals wrapped around
an angelic chant of “it’s all gonna be
fine, you ain’t gonna die alone, you ain’t
gonna be forgotten.” 			
Artistry sometimes shines a beacon on
the present and future without making connections to the past; the Punch
Brothers’ focus is on the road ahead.

Johnny Williams:
Going My Way

Mountain Roads Recordings
www.mountainroadsrecordings.com
©2014
Song List: Sailor’s Regret, My
Grayson County Home, Talking to
the Moon, What You Gonna Do,
Eleven Roses, Searching Your Mind,
Dust in the Wind, The Prettiest Flowers, Take Your Love and Go, Dark
Skies, Ease My Worried Mind, You
Live in a World All Your Own.
Johnny Williams has his own style
of bluegrass, and this collection of
songs showcases his talented singing
and songwriting. Joining him on this
album are his wife Jeanette Williams
on vocals and bass, Nikki Wright on
vocals and fiddle, Chase Johner on mandolin and Jason Davis on banjo. The
first notes on “Sailor’s Regret” show a
hard-driving bluegrass song with Jason
taking the banjo introduction followed
by Johnny’s soulful delivery of a sailor’s
hope to return home to his cabin home.
“Grayson County Home” is another
Johnny Williams original and again focuses on the power of home and features
vocal harmonies with Johnny, Nikki
and Jeanette and a mandolin solo from
Chase. A love that won’t go away is the
cause of distress in “Take Your Love and
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Go,” and features Johnny and
Jeannette in vocal harmony. He
pairs off with Nikki in another
farewell song “Ease My Worried
Mind” that has the feel of an old
country song. One of the album
highlights is the band’s grassified
version of “Dust in the Wind”
with a banjo propelled rhythm
and Johnny’s rough edged vocal.
The bluegrass pacing that
fills each song makes this album noteworthy, and music
fans looking for a traditional
approach to new songs will find
this album a delightful discovery.

Chris Thile:
Bach Sonatas &
Pertitas Vol. 1

Nonesuch Records
1250 Avenue of the Americas
New York, NY 10104
www.nonesuch.com
©2013
Song List: Sonata No. 1 in G
Minor, Partita No. 1 in B minor, Sonata No. 2 in A Minor.
Chris Thile is best known
for his role in two bands that
have bent the boundaries of
bluegrass: Nickel Creek and the
Punch Brothers. His mandolin
playing has covered an extraordinary range of genres with jazz,

bluegrass and classical influencing his original stylings and interpretations of songs. The Sonatas and Partitas of Bach have
been a popular and masterful
tour-de-force for violin players
and over the years violinists have
performed the six selections to
display their mastery of the instrument. Chris Thile’s family first nurtured his interest in
classical music and his discovery
of these Bach gems gives him a
chance to showcase his mastery
of the mandolin in these intricate solo instrumentals.
While a violin can draw out
notes so they blend together, the
mandolin has a quicker sound
spurt and the notes played dissipate before the next one sounds.
Chris is able to fill the intervals
with notes played quickly across
a broad range and it is hard to
believe that resulting cascade of
sound is only from one mandolin.
The two sonatas follow the
four part standard with slower
sections contrasted with faster
movements. The “Presto” movement in Sonata No. 1 is lively
and melodic, while the “Double”
in the Partita is a slower, more
melodic progression of notes.
“Double Presto” from the Partita begins with a cascade of notes
played with equal intensity followed by a delightfully bouncy

“Tempo di Borrea.”
This is a milestone collection, worthy of notice by those
who enjoy music played with extraordinary talent and taste.

Noam Pikelny: Noam
Pikelny Plays Kenny
Baker Plays Bill
Monroe
Compass Records Group
916 19th Avenue South
Nashville, TN 37212
www.compassrecords.com
©2014

Song List: Road to Columbus,
Brown County Breakdown,
Lonesome Moonlight Waltz,
Jerusalem Ridge, Monroe’s
Hornpipe, Cheyenne, Big Sandy River, Stoney Lonesome,
Mississippi Waltz, Wheel
Hoss, Fiddler’s Pastime, Ashland Breakdown.
Noam Pikelny is one of today’s top banjo players and he is
currently a member of the influential Punch Brothers and a popular participant on many other
projects. This current album
started as a tribute to the songs
of Bill Monroe and the fiddle
interpretations of the songs by
Kenny Baker but it is a showcase
for Noam’s ability to transfer the
essentials of a song played on a

fiddle to the banjo.
The original album by Kenny Baker featured the same 12
songs done in the same order,
and Noam is joined by Stuart
Duncan on fiddle, Bryan Sutton
on guitar, Ronnie McCoury on
mandolin and Mike Bub on bass.
Each of the other instrumentalists is tops on his instrument, but
the strong suit of the presentation
is the marvelous blend that they
achieve to further the melody of
each song. “Road to Columbus”
begins with a rolling banjo series
defining the melody, followed by
Stuart’s fiddle, another banjo sequence followed by guitar and finally mandolin. A lovely change
of pace is provided in the “Lonesome Moonlight Waltz” as it begins with banjo played softly and
melodically. “Jerusalem Ridge” is
a mixture of different segments,
and the band trades off solos and
banjo plays in tandem several
times. Also noteworthy on this
song is the mandolin segments
by Ronnie McCoury. Noam’s
banjo provides the beginning
rhythm backdrop in “Cheyenne”
followed by fiddle and mandolin
and finally a bluesy guitar interpretation from Bryan. “Stoney

Lonesome” is a delight with banjo opening the melody line and
progressing into variations followed by mandolin, fiddle and
banjo. “Wheel Hoss” is played
at high speed with the opening
banjo solo followed by flashy fiddle and guitar.
Noam has produced a winner here with every musician
adding nuances and flourishes to
some of the best known instrumental songs in bluegrass. Even
if you’ve heard the songs many
times, this is a refreshing and invigorating visit to old favorites.

To be reviewed

Send your materials to:
Brenda Hough
PO Box 20370
San Jose CA 95160
or contact Brenda at:
hufstuff2003@gmail.com

www.cbaontheweb.org

CBA Youth Academy—2015 Registration Form

Note: Registration for the Youth Academy will begin January 1, 2015. In order to register a student, the guardian(s) must purchase a 40th Annual Father’s Day Festival
4 day ticket. We require that a guardian(s) be present on the Nevada County Fairgrounds during the Academy. Guardians will be responsible for dropping the enrollee
off for camp, for providing a bag lunch (we will provide snacks) and for picking the enrollee up after camp. The camper/guardians will attend the Festival during the
four day camp period. The Academy will begin the day before the festival on Wednesday, June 17, 2015 and will end after an afternoon performance on Saturday,
June 20, 2015. The registration fee of $300 for the four day camp must be paid to the California Bluegrass Association Youth Program and verification of a festival
ticket will be completed and then the registration process will be continued with a link to the Bluegrass Camps for Kids program (www.bluegrasscampsforkids.com),
All health release forms, requests for and schedules for instrument Blocks and Camp materials will be handled by the Bluegrass Camps for Kids who will officially
administer the Academy. Registration may be done on-line at www.cbaontheweb.org or sent to Darby Brandli, 2106 9th Avenue, Oakland, CA 94606. Upon
completion and verification of registration, the guardian will be contacted and instructed on next steps. Any questions about registration process or the Youth Academy
may be directed to Darby Brandli at darbycba@gmail.com or telephone 510 735-6364.

Name of Guardian___________________________________
Name of child____________________Birthdate______
l

Address___________________________________________________________________________________
Town________________________________________________State___________Zip___________________
E-mail or Fax______________________________________________________________________________
Phone, home:________________________ cell:________________________ work:_____________________
$__________ Tuition
$__________ Contribution to scholarship fund (optional--help a low-income camper come to camp!)
$__________ Total amount enclosed
Send this form with payment (checks payable to CBA Youth Program) to: Darby Brandli, 2106 9th Avenue,
Oakland, CA 94606 and you will be directed to Step Two of the registration process.
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CBA thanks its supporters
New Members

Sandra and Ken Bohn
Kathryn Casternovia and Jef
Ramsey
Sheldon and Mary Coleman
Nick Creed		
Cindy Crockett		
Howard and Charlene Davol
David Dunham		
Ralph Goff		
Rick Hayes		
Karen Celia Heil		
Rex Higginbotham and Ann Gavey
Robert and Kathryn Huff
Denise and Wade Lanier
Linda Leavitt		
Raven Mercado		
Margo and Jonathan Meredith
Lloyd and Mary Raeg
Joe Russell		
Dave and Mary Sewards
Steve and Gladys Sorensen
Spencer Springer and Natalie
Walter
Art Stiers and Jaye Elridge
Richard and Cheryl Ugland
Robert Vasquez

Renewals

Randy and Penny Allen
Bruce and Valarie Allinder
Gretchen and Michael Amandoli
William Armstrong		
Ronald and Audrey Augustinsky
David and Jan Barlow
Robert Beene		
Mel and Patricia Berry
Bill and Barbara Best
Jay Bjerkan		
Melissa Blas		
Donald and Sharon Bonney
Gail Brazzel and Barbara Bennett
Doug and Emily Bremseth
Robert and Diane Breuer
Laura and Kurt Brewer
Erik and Eva Brotemarkle
Froda Brotemarkle		
Stanley and Della Brown
Dennis Brunnenmeyer		
Brian Burd and Frances Malinoff
Scott and Rayna Carroll
Jim Cassio and Deborah Moreno
Jeff and Pamela Caton
Harry and Sara Chalmers
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List compiled by Larry Phegley, CBA Membership Coordinator

Vince Combs		
Thomas Conary		
Robert Cornelius and Suzanne
Suwanda
Roy Doug Corriher		
Richard De Lambert and Faith
Bredfeld
Kate Dwyer		
Mark Eaton		
Richard and Patricia Eddy
James and Phyllis Edwards
Charles and Cheryl Erikson
Chuck Ervin and Sylvia Herold
Rainy Escobar		
Mark and Julie Evans
Jim Faddis		
Bill Fair		
Spencer Ferrington		
Craig and Rae Fixler
Ronald Ford		
Joyce and Dave Furlong
Bob Galvin		
Graham and Gail Giggins
Ian Gilmore		
Mark and Annemarie Giuseponi
Richard and Toni Grundy
David and Cindy Gurney
Tom and Wendy Hafkenschiel
Morley Hardaker		
Kris Hare		
Marian Harris		
James and Trudy Hawn
James and Charleen Holder
Curtis and Linda Holley
Bill Hunt		
Dan Hurlbutt and Joan Sommer
Paul Indman and Fran Saunders
Randy January and Jennifer Flores
Rex Kinney		
Jill Kirk		
Erik Kramer-Webb and Theresa
Walsh
Scott Lesovsky		
Loran and April Lester
Donald Lewis		
Michael and Leitza Lewis
Leni Liakos		
Dorothy Lierly		
Robert Loewenthal		
Linda and Leroy Maire
Susan Mann		
Jo Mason		
Kerry and Rena Maxwell
Joseph and Judith McCooey

Gary J Mellinger		
Andreas and Kathy Muno
David Naiditch		
William and Marilyn Naylor
Kay Nichols and Ed Johnson
Ingrid and Ernie Noyes
Mandy Olmstead and Jon Taylor
Kelly and Anastasia O’Neill
Curtis Parker		
Travis Pollock		
Steve Pottier		
Jeanie and Terry Ramos
Greg and Genie Ramstetter
Frank Ray		
James Reams		
David Richardson		
Joyce Roberts and Fred Westerling
Russell Roe		
Chris Rogers		
Paul (Jeff) Royce		
Phil Ruckrich and Brenda Sahwley
Kathleen and Russ Rushing
Adam Santner		
Kenny and Kathi Scott
Ric and Sue Shafer
Dave Shinn		
Rob and Cecelia Shotwell
Ted Silverman		
Mack and Ellen Smith
Roger Smith		
Bob and Betty Smith
John Spiller and Marianne Walters
Robert Stevens		
Richard Stieg		
Dennis and Martha Strand
Shayne Sutton		
Ronald Switzer and Susan Gunter
Charles and Catherine Thode
Barbara Thompson		
Chuck and Betty Thornton
Kevin and Carol Twitchell
Suzanne Van Enger		
Steven and Patricia Van Horn
Mary Ann Vincent and Joe Nemec
Paul Warren		
William and Diane Weber
Kenneth and Judith Whitham
Kristen Willis		
Gary and Sandy Wineroth
Alice Wiseman		
Vicki Wittman		
Greg and Rebecca Wunsch
Nancy and Henry Zuniga

Come and meet your fellow members at the
CBA Spring Campout - April 13-19
Stanislaus County Fairgrounds, Turlock
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CBA Calendar of Upcoming Music Events
BAND GIGS &
CONCERTS

April
04/06/2015 - The Alabama Bowties
will play at Amnesia, 853 Valencia St, between 19th and 20th,
San Francisco - For more information, call shelby at or email
shelby@shelbyashpresents.net or
visit www.shelbyashpresents.net.
04/09/2015 - David Thom & Aaron Redner will play at Murphy’s
Irish Pub, 464 First St. East – On
the Eastern side of the Sonoma

Plaza down the stone alleyway located just north of the Sebastiani
Theater. , Sonoma - For more information visit http://sonomapub.com.
04/10/2015 - Laurie Lewis & Kathy
Kallick will play at Pilgrim Congregational Church, 2860 Foothill Blvd, Redding - Oaksongs
Society for Preservation of Way
Cool Music concert. The guitar
stylings of Dan Crary, the voice
of Steve Spurgin, and the master
of the banjo Bill Evans. This will

be an evening of pickin’ & singin’
you won’t soon forget. For more
information, call 530-223-2040.
04/11/2015 - Bearcat Stringband
will play at Cato’s Ale House,
3891 Piedmont Ave, Oakland For more information, call or visit mountainfireband.com.
04/12/2015 - Belle Monroe and Her
Brewglass Boys will play at Thee
Parkside, 1600 17th Street at
Wisconsin in San Francisco’s sunny Potrero Hill District. Plenty
of street parking is available, San

Francisco - For more information
email shelby@shelbyashpresents.
net or visit www.shelbyashpresents.net.
04/16/2015 - The Mosey Boys will
play at Freight & Salvage, 2020
Addison St, Berkeley - For more
information, call 510-644-2020
ext 120 or visit www.thefreight.
org.
04/19/2015 - Kathy Barwick & Pete
Siefried will play at Trinity United Methodist Chapel, 285 East
5th Street, at Flume St., Chico -

Kathy and Pete blend bluegrass,
old-time country, traditional Irish
and folk into an engaging Americana fusion showcasing Pete’s
exceptional lead vocals, Kathy’s
amazing guitar work and sterling
duet harmonies. For more information email lucyinchico@hotmail.com or visit
www.barwickandsiegfried.net.
04/22/2015 - Quebe Sisters Band
will play at Marin Veterans’ MeContinued on A-23
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morial Auditorium, 2020 Addison Street, Berkeley - For more
information, call or visit http://
www.thefreight.org.
04/26/2015 - Evie Ladin & Evil Diane will play at The Sand Bar, 270
Capistrano Road, Half Moon
Bay - For more information, call
(415) 794-4620 .
04/30/2015 - Dan Crary, Steve
Spurgin & Bill Evans will play at
Live Oak UUC, 820 North Fairview Ave, Goleta - Online ticket
sale start March 20 For more
information, call or visit http://
bluegrasswest.com.
May
05/01/2015 - Laurie Lewis & The
Right Hands will play at USS
Potomac, 540 Water Street Jack London Square, Oakland
- Dockside on board the Presidential Yacht Potomac For more
information, call 510-627-1215
or email usspotomacnews@
gmail.com or visit http://www.
usspotomac.org.
05/02/2015 - Crary, Evans &
Spurgin will play at West Side
Theatre, West Side Theatre
1331 Main Street Newman, CA
95360, Newman - For more information, call West Side Theatre at (209) 862-4490 or email
info@westsidetheatre.org or visit
http://www.westsidetheatre.org.
05/02/2015 - Della Mae will play
at First Presbyterian Church of
Mountain View, 1667 Miramonte Avenue at Cuesta Drive ,
Mountain View - For more information, call Peter Thompson at
650-968-4473 or email
bgsignal@comcast.net or visit
www.rba.org.
05/14/2015 - The Carolina Chocolate Drops will play at SFJAZZ
Center, 201 Franklin St , San
Francisco - For more information, call SFJAZZ at or email
boxoffice@sfjazz.org.
05/15/2015 - Blue & Lonesome will
play at USS Potomac, 540 Water Street - Jack London Square,
Oakland - Dockside on board the
Presidential Yacht Potomac For
more information, call 510-6271215 or email usspotomacnews@
gmail.com or visit http://www.
usspotomac.org.
05/16/2015 - Windy Hill will play
at Pacifica Performances at Mildred Owen Concert Hall, 1220
Linda Mar Blvd., Pacifica - Pacifica Performances Proudly Presents
Windy Hill in the Mildred Owen
Concert Hall (the building with
the colorful mural). For more
information, call or email info@
pacificaperformances.org or visit
www.pacificaperformances.org.
05/17/2015 - Rock Ridge Bluegrass
Band will play at Trinity United Methodist Chapel, 285 East
5th Street, at Flume St., Chico Their performances and recorded
material include traditional &
contemporary bluegrass, some
originals, old time country, and
gospel music with top notch vocals and instrumentation. The

band’s debut CD, Drifter’s Prayer,
has received praise and airplay acr
For more information email lucyinchico@hotmail.com or visit
www.barwickandsiegfried.net.

FESTIVALS
April
04/11/2015 – Cloverdale Fiddle
Festival at the Citrus Fairgrounds,
1 Citrus Fair Drive in Cloverdale, they will feature The Cherry Pickers; Debby McClatchy;
Wendy Burch Steel & Redwood;
Antioch Strolling Strings; Sour
Dough Slim & The Saddle Pals
and the Central Valley Boys. For
more information contact Mark
Hogan at 707-829-8012 or 707479-5529, email at hogiemoon@
comcast.net or visit http://www.
cloverdalefiddles.com.
May
05/02/2015 – Santa Cruz Bluegrass
Fair – at San Lorenzo Park, Duck
Pond Stage at 137 Dakota Street,
Santa Cruz, admission is free.
The Santa Cruz Bluegrass Fair has
been held each May since 1986
and is the longest-running event
staged by the Northern California Bluegrass Society/Santa Cruz
Bluegrass Society. For more information visit http://www.scbs.
org/
05/07/2015 - 05/10/2015 - Parkfield - Parkfield Bluegrass Festival, 25 miles NE of Paso Robles, alongside Parkfield Cafe,
at town center -- for directions,
see website or call us (don’t trust
MapQuest!). Bands Include:
Bluegrass, Etc.; Next Generation;
The Hay Dudes; Steep Ravine;
The Brothers Barton; Sidesaddle & Co.; Wild Sage Reunion;
Amaya Rose & Gold Rush; Joe
Craven & The Sometimers; The
Sonoran Dogs; Snap Jackson
& the Kncok on Wood Players;
The Honeysuckle Possums; Bean
Creek; Amber Cross and Kids on
Stage. For more information, call
(805) 994-0929 or email
bmscc12@gmail.com or visit
parkfieldbluegrass.org.
05/21/2015 – 05/25/2015 – Strawberry Spring Music Festival – at
the Nevada County Fairgrounds,
11228 McCourtney Road, Grass
Valley – mark your calendars, details to follow. For further info
visit www.strawberrymusic.com/
home.aspx
June
06/12/2015 – 06/14/2015 – Huck
Finn Jubilee, at the Cucamonga
Guasti Regional park, 800 N Archibald Ave, Ontario. For more
information call 951-780-8810
or visit http://huckfinn.com
06/18/2015 – 06/21/2015 – CBA
Father’s Day Festival, at the Nevada County Fairgrounds, 11228
McCourtney Rd, Grass Valley.
Bands include: The Spinney
Brothers; David Grisman Bluegrass Experience; Steep Ravine;
Jumpsteady Boys; Nashville Bluegrass Band; Keith Little and the
Little Band; Kentucky Colonels
Reunion; Bluegrass Patriots Re-

union; Molly Tuttle & Friends;
Blue Diamond Strings; Carl &
Judie Pagter & Friends; Chris
Henry & the Hardcore Grass;
Adkins & Loudermilk; Good
Ol’ Persons Reunion; For further
info visit http://cbaontheweb.
org.
06/19/2015 – 06/21/2015 – Live
Oak Music Festival, at the Live
Oak Camp, Live Oak is on Highway 154, 5.2 miles south of the
Cachuma Lake campground and
1.8 miles north of Paradise Road.,
Santa Barbara. For more info visit http://www.liveaoakfest.org/
06/20/2015 – 06/21/2015 – San
Francisco Free Folk Festival held
at Presidio Middle School, 450
30th Ave between Geary and
Clement in San Francisco. For
more info visit http://www.sffolkfest.org/2015/index
06/26/2015 – 06/28/2015 – Kate
Wolf Memorial Festival, held at
Black Oak Ranch, 50350 Hwy
101 in Laytonville. Black Oak
Ranch is 5 miles north of Laytonville on the west side of Highway
101. for More information visit
www.katewolfmusicfestival.com
06/26/2015 – 06/28/2015 – Susanville Bluegrass Festival, Lassen
County Fairgrounds, 195 Russell
Ave, Susanville. Great News! The
Lassen County Fair Board has
decided to keep the festival alive.
The festival is scheduled for June
26-28, 2015, with gates opening
for early camping/jamming Monday June 22. Watch the website
at www.lassenfair.org for developing news.
08/06/2015 – 08/09/2015 – Good
Old Fashioned Bluegrass Festival
held at Bolado Park on Highway
24, 8 miles south of Hollister, just
beyond Tres Pinos. Mark your
calendar, details to follow. For
updates visit http://www.scbs.
org/events/gof
08/14/2015 – 08/16/2015 – SummerGrass San Diego held at the
Antique Gas & Steam Engine
Museum (AGSEM), 2040 N
Santa Fe Ave, in Vista. AGSEM
is located at 2040 N. Santa Fe Avenue in Vista CA 92083, in San
Diego’s North County, between
I-5 and I-15, and between CA-76
and CA-78. Mark your calendars, detail to follow. For more
info call 858-679-4854, email
info@summergrass.net or visit
the website at
http://summergrass.org.
September
09/03/2015 – 09/07/2015 – Strawberry Fall Music Festival, held at
the Nevada County Fairgrounds,
11228 McCourtney Rd, Grass
Valley. Mark your calendars,
details to follow. For information updates visit the website at
http://www.strawberrymusic.
com/home.aspx
09/16/2015 – 09/20/2015 – The
Berkeley Old Time Music Convention, held at various venues
around Berkeley. The Berkeley
Old Time Music Convention is
a five day music festival featuring performances by local and

national acts, a rollicking square
dance, open cabaret, and the illustrious stringband contest in venues throughout Berkeley. Mark
your calendars, details to follow.
For more information visit the
website at
www.berkeleyoldtimemusic.org

October 2015
10/02/2015 – 10/04/2015 – Hardly Strictly Bluegrass Festival in
Golden Gate Park – Hellman
Hollow, Marx & Lindley Meadows, in San Francisco. Mark your
calendars, details to follow. For
information email questions@
hardlystrictlybluegrass.com or
visit the website at http://www.
hardlystrictlybluegrass.com.
10/16/2015 – 10/18/2015 – Kingman Bluegrass Festival “Pickin’ in
the Vines” held at Stetson Winery, 10965 N Moonscape Way,
Kingman, Arizona. Mark your
calendars, details to follow. For
updated information visit the
website at
www.kingmanbluegrassfestival.
com.
CAMPOUTS
04/13 – 04/19/2015 – CBA Spring
Campout at the Stanislaus County Fairgrounds at 900 N Broadway in Turlock, 6 days of fun,
and more jamming opportunities than you can shake a stick at,
don’t miss out. For more info visit http://www.cbaontheweb.org
04/16 – 04/19/2015 – Kings River
Jamming and Camping Weekend,
held at Kirch Flat Campground
above Pine Flat Reservoir on the
Kings River. Join in a long weekend of music jamming. Bring
your guitar, fiddle, mandolin, autoharp, harmonica, percussionary
instruments, etc. to the campsite.
RSVP to Ron Bohigian at rjbohig@gmail.com or call 559-2330740 for more information.
WORKSHOPS & MUSIC
CAMPS
04/08/2015 – 04/12/2015 – Julian
Family Fiddle Camp, Camp Cedar Glen (Family retreat center)
in the hills east of San Diego.
Fiddle ~ Mandolin ~ Guitar ~
Old-Time Banjo, Instruction for
the young and young-at-heart.
For information contact R. Avery
Ellisman at 760-522-8458, email
info@familyfiddlecamp.com or
visit www.familyfiddlecamp.com.
04/09/2015 – 04/12/2015 – Walker Creek Music Camp, Walker
Creek Ranch, 1700 Marshall-Petaluma Rd near Petaluma. For
more information contact Ingrid
Noyes at 415-663-1342 (after 9
a.m. please), email
info@walkercreekmusiccamp.
org or visit
www.walkercreekmusiccamp.org.
06/14/2015 – 06/17/2015 – CBA
Summer Music Camp, held at
the Nevada County Fairgrounds,
11228 McCourtney Road, Grass
Valley, registration opens February 7/2015, for more information visit www.cbaonline.org
06/17/2014 – 06/20/2015 – CBA
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Youth Academy, held at the Nevada County Fairgrounds, 11228
McCourtney Road, Grass Valley.
Registration is now open! For
more information contact Darby
Brandli at 510-735-6364, email
darbycba@gmail.com or visit the
website www.cbaontheweb.org/
youthacademyregistration.aspx.
07/05/2015 – 07/18/2015 – California Coast Music Camp, located in the hills east of Auburn
in Placer County. CCMC runs
two independent, week-long sessions each July with beginning,
intermediate and advanced classes for adult musicians, including
singers. For more information
call 650-306-0399, email info@
musiccamp.org or visit
www.musiccamp.org.

REGULAR GIGS
If there are additions, updates or
deletions to the regular performances please email candy.sponhaltz@
gmail.com for changes to the calendar listings, both in the Breakdown
and online.
Albatross Pub, Whiskey Brothers
on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays,
1822 San Pablo Ave, 2 blocks
north of University Ave, Berkeley: For more information visit
http://www.albatrosspub.com.
Amnesia every Monday, 853 Valencia St, between 19th and 20th,
San Francisco. For more information, call 415-970-0012 or visit
http://amnesiathebar.com
1st Monday: Front Country
2nd Monday: Toshio Hirano
3rd Monday: Windy Hill
4th Monday: The Earl Brothers
Atlas Café, 3049 20th Street (at
Alabama), San Francisco. For
more information, call JimBo
Trout at 415-648-1047 or email
jimbotrout@gmail.com or visit
http://www.atlascafe.net.
Every Saturday: Craig Ventresco &
Meredith Axelrod
Catos Ale House, 3891 Piedmont
Ave in Oakland, traditional bluegrass played by Mountain Fire
Band every 3rd Sunday at 5:30
p.m., for more information check
their website at www.mountainfireband.com or visit http://
www.catosalehouse.com.
Emberz, 177 South Washington
St, Sonora, John Roman Jackson Trio plays every 1st and 3rd
Wednesday from 7 to 9 p.m.
Hideout Saloon, 5031 State Highway 140 #F in Mariposa, Tim
Hagar and Friends play on Sundays from 7 to 10 p.m., jazz and
blues.
Mission Pizza & Pub, 1572 Washington Blvd., Fremont, CA Washington Blvd Exit off 680 between
680 and Paseo Padre Parkway,
Fremont – Mill Creek Ramblers
play every Thursday. For more
Continued on A-24
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information, call Phil Willis at
510-651-6858/510-574-1880 or
email info@missionpizza.com or
visit http://www.missionpizza.
com.
Pacifica Moose Lodge every 4th
Friday: The Dim Lights at 776
Bradford Way, 94044, Pacifica,
from 6:30 to 9 p.m... Great, cheap
food & drinks. All ages welcome!
For more information, call Vicki
Frankel at 650 740-0181 or email
vicki.frankel@gmail.com.
Redwood Café, 4342 Dale Road,
Modesto, hear Al Medina on Friday’s from 6 to 9 p.m.
Rough & Ready Grange Hall every
Sunday: The Fruit Jar Pickers,
Rough & Ready Highway about
five miles west of Grass Valley in
Rough & Ready: For more information, call 530-272-4320 or visit www.roughandreadychamber.
com.
Sam’s BBQ every Tuesday &
Wednesday, 1110 S Bascom Ave,
San Jose: For more information
email sam@samsbbq.com or visit
http://www.samsbbq.com.
1st Tuesday: Bean Creek
1st and 3rd Wednesday: Sidesaddle
2nd Tuesday: Carolina Special
2nd Wednesday: Dark Hollow
3rd Tuesday: Cabin Fever
4th Tuesday: Windy Hill
4th Wednesday: Carolyn Sills Combo
San Gregorio General Store, Highway 84 and Stage Road, San Gregorio: For more information, call
or visit www.sangregoriostore.
com/.
2nd Saturday: Harmony Grits
3rd Sunday: The Circle R Boys
The Liberty Café; Karen Celia Heil,
many times with a guest, plays
Old-Time songs and tunes, one
Friday per month at The Liberty Cafe, 410 Cortland Ave,
downtown Bernal Heights, San
Francisco. Exact Friday to be announced on oldtimesf. Located
in the cottage behind the main
restaurant, 7:00 to 9:00 PM;
full Cafe menu available. 410
Cortland Ave. SF, CA 94110 |
415.695.8777 or
www.thelibertycafe.com
The Station Grill every Saturday,
Dusty Shoes Gospel Band, 170
W Grand Ave, Grover Beach.
For more information, call
(805) 489-3030 or visit http://
dustyshoesbluegrassgospelband.
org/.
The Sand Dollar Restaurant, 3458
Shoreline Highway, Stinson
Beach at noon every Sunday with
JimBo Trout & The Fishpeople,
Savannah Blu, Ed Neff Trio, Dark
Hollow and Robert Hart Trio:
For more information, call 415868-0434 or visit http://www.
strinsonbeachrestaurant.com.

Willowbrook Ale House every
Thursday, 3600 Petaluma Blvd N,
Petaluma a weekly gig featuring
three life time CBA honorees.
Usually it is Blue & Lonesome
personnel, sometimes we have audience participation. Sometimes
we call the band Ed Neff and
Friends. We have stellar sit ins
when a regular member cannot
make it For more information or
reservations, call Ed Neff at 707778-8175 or email ed@edneff.
com or visit www.edneff.com.
For more information, call (707)
775-4232
JAM SESSIONS
SUNDAY
Altadena - Coffee Gallery Backstage,
2029 North Lake Blvd. For more
information or reservations, call
David Naiditch at 626-794-2424
or email davidnaiditch@charter.
net or visit www.coffeegallery.
com.
Berkeley - Freight and Salvage Coffee House, 2020 Addison Street
Berkeley 94702. Slow jam session
from 1 to 4 pm on the 2nd and
4th Sundays of every month. For
details, call Ran Bush at 520-5258156 or email ranbush@gmail.
com For more information or reservations, call Box Office at 510548-1761 or visit http://www.
freightandsalvage.org.
Castro Valley - Cafe 4 Coffee Shop
at 3 Crosses Church, 20600 John
Drive. Cafe is inside the church,
Every First Sunday, Mostly Gospel Bluegrass Jam from 4 to 6
p.m., in the Cafe 4 Coffee house
at 3 Crosses Church For more
information or reservations, call
Rich & Debra Ferguson at 510219-7752.
Castro Valley - United Methodist
Church Castro Valley, 19806
Wisteria St. California Old Time
Fiddlers Association at 1:30 p.m.
For more information or reservations email http://www.csotfa9.
org.
Chico - ACOUSTIC OPEN MIC,
from 11am to 2pm at Has Beans
by the Creek, 1078 Humboldt
Drive in Chico. Ongoing, every
2nd Sunday. Hosted by Rita Serra. For more information, contact
Rita at serrarita55@gmail.com.
PLEASE CALL FIRST TO
CONFIRM!
Clovis – Red Caboose Café, 5054
N Academy Ave, Clovis, come
out and join the fun from 2 to 5
p.m. on the 1st and 3rd Sundays,
acoustic jam with comfortable
seating, lots of room and good
food and drink available.
Columbia - Jack Douglass Saloon,
22718 Main St. Every 2nd Sunday Irish Music jam from 2-6
p.m. For more information or reservations, call T Drohan at (209)
533-4176 or call (209) 532-1885
or visit www.jackdouglass-saloon.
com.
Cotati - Redwood Cafe`, 8240 Old
Redwood Highway. For more information or reservations email
knccarney@yahoo.com or jdfiddler@yahoo.com or visit http://
www.redwoodcafecotati.com/.

Coulterville - The Magnolia Saloon,
5001 Main Street at the corner of
Highway 49 and Route 132 on
the way to Yosemite. The Magnolia Saloon, a part of the Hotel Jeffery, is the oldest working saloon
in California, complete with the
original “bat wing” doors and is
one of only a few saloons to still
have them. For more information
or reservations, call 209-8780461 or visit www.hoteljeffery.
com/.
Fairfax - The Sleeping Lady, 23
Broadway. For more information
or reservations, call (415) 4851182 or visit sleepingladyfairfax.
com/home.
Folsom - Lockdown Brewing Company, 718 Sutter St. Suite 200,
upstairs. For more information or
reservations, call 916.358.9645
or email info@lockdownbrewingcompany.com or visit http://
www.lockdownbrewingcompany.
com.
La Grange - LaGrange Saloon and
Grill, 30048 Yosemite Blvd La
Grange, CA 95329. Old time jam
on the 4th Sunday of the month
For more information or reservations, call 209-853-2114.
Livermore - Community Living
Center, 4951 Arroyo Rd Building 90 Veterans Affairs.
Madera Ranchos - Madera Ranchos
Cafe, 37193 Avenue 12. This jam
is the first Sunday of each month
from 3 - 5 PM This jam is mostly old time and Celtic music. 1st
hr slow jam, then full speed. For
more information or reservations, call Kelly O’Neill at 559283-6093 or email
kelly@kellyoneillappraisals.com.
Nevada City - National Hotel, 211
Broad Street. Old time jam For
more information or reservations, call 530-575-8766.
Nipomo - Nipomo Community
Presbyterian Church, 1235 N
Thompson Rd at Los Berros Rd,
just east of the Rt. 101 exit. In the
Community Room, comfy chairs
available, bring music stand a music. For more information or reservations email captainc@slonet.
org.
Nipomo - SLO Down Pub, 1200 E.
Grand Ave. (at Briscoe). Bluegrass Jam 5:30 to 8:30 pm. For
more information or reservations, call Roger Siminoff at 805474-4876 or email siminoff@
siminoff.com.
Nipomo - South County Regional
Center, 800 West Branch Street.
For more information or reservations, call Mike Morgan at 805837-2238.
Orangevale - Orangevale Grange
Hall, 5805 Walnut Ave., Orangevale, CA 95662 Walnut connects between Madison Ave.
and Greenback Lane. From Sacramento take Highway 50 East
to Hazel Ave. exit and turn right
on Madison, then left on Walnut (just past the traffic light at
Pershing). . Hosted by California
State Old Time Fiddlers’ Association, District 5. 2nd Sunday
jam beginning at 1 p.m. Desserts
available at the snack bar. Dona-

tions accepted For more information or reservations, call 916989-0993 or email r.standiford@
comcast.net or visit http://www.
cbaontheweb.org.
Oroville - Feather River Senior Citizens, 1335 Myers Street. Food
& Drink available - Potluck For
more information or reservations, call Jimi Beeler at 925-2823205 or email
zeke103@digitalpath.net.
Palo Cedro - FOURTH SUNDAY
OF THE MONTH: Free Old
Time Fiddle & Bluegrass Concert, 2:00 PM to 4:00PM.Open
Mic (after the concert). Held at
the Millville Grange, 20237 Old
Forty-Four Drive – Palo Cedro
CA.
Paso Robles - Old Carnegie Library,
City Park, between 11th and
12th streets, Spring and Pine..
Open acoustic jam -- all levels of
ability welcome, we range from
rank beginners to accomplished
professionals, and try to have
something for everyone. For
more information or reservations
visit http://www.folkjam.org/recurring-jam/us/ca/paso-robles/
carnegie-haul.
Redding - FIRST SUNDAY OF
THE MONTH: Old Time
Fiddle & Bluegrass Jam. 1:004:30PM. Free
Concert at
2:00PM. Open mic (after the
concert). St. James Lutheran
Church, 2500 Shasta View Drive,
Redding CA.
San Francisco - Progressive Grounds
Coffee
Shop,
Progressive
Grounds SF on 400 Courtland
Ave. Old time jam 2nd and 4th
Sundays at 3 p.m. For more information or reservations email
larrythe241@yahoo.com.
San Francisco - The Lucky Horseshoe, 453 Cortland Ave. For
more information or reservations
visit http://www.theluckyhorseshoebar.com.
San Jose – Hoover Middle School,
1635 Park Ave. Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association jam session, 1 to 5 pm on 1st Sunday of
every month. $6 members, $8
non-members, youths 17 and under are free. For more information call Richard Brooks at 650328-3939 or visit http://www.
fiddlers.org.
Santa Cruz - Ocean View Park,
Oceanview Park at 102 Ocean
View Ave. (Ocean View Ave is
off Broadway between Ocean St.
and Branciforte.). A bluegrass
and old time jam on the 4th Sunday of every month. This jam has
three separate circles: slow jam,
advanced bluegrass jam, old time
jam. Please go to http://groups.
google.com/group/santacruzjam
for more information! For more
information or reservations, call
Jessica Evans at 831-359-1864
or email santacruzjam@googlegroups.com or visit groups.google.com/group/santacruzjam.
Sebastopol - Sebastopol Christian
Church, 7433 Bodega Avenue
Corner of Bodega & Jewell Ave.
. Fourth Sunday gospel jam at 2
p.m. For more information or
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reservations, call 707-824-1960.
Sunnyvale - Heritage Park Building, Sunnyvale Community
Center 550 East Remington
Drive (southwest corner near
the orchard). 3rd Sunday of each
month from 1 to 5 pm. This is a
great location near the orchard.
Play outside in the shade or inside. All levels welcome. $5 fee
per person pays the City for the
space. If you have questions, contact Paul or Sue, 408-737-2521
or 775-720-2400 or email Paul at
paulcc@nvbell.net.
MONDAY
Bakersfield - Rusty’s Pizza, 5430 Olive Drive (in the Von’s Center).
First Monday of each month at
6 p.m. a bluegrass jam open to
all skill levels. For more information or reservations, call Slim
Sims at 760-762-6828 or email to
slim1070@msn.com.
Culver City - Industry Cafe` & Jazz,
6039 Washington Blvd. For more
information or reservations, call
Jeff Fleck at 310-390-4391 or
email jfleck47@ca.rr.com.
Oakland - Baja Taqueria Jam, Baja
Taqueria, 4070 Piedmont Ave.
(near 41st Street), Oakland, CA.
Every Monday, jam hosted by
Tom Lucas For more information
or reservations, call Joe Howton
at 510-547-2252 or email TRman2323@aol.com or visit
sfbluegrass.org/php/tacojam.
html.
Oakland - The Stork Club, 2330
Telegraph Ave. For more information or reservations, call (510)
444-6174.
Oroville - FIDDLE GROUP
WORKSHOP will be held at the
Bolt Tool Museum for musicians
of any age. The Fiddle Group
Workshops are 7-9pm, and are
held the first and third Mondays.
Instruction is from 6:15 to 6:45
at a cost of $15 per session. Each
session features a new fiddle tune.
Admission to the museum is
$2.50 per person, and it’s located
at 1650 Broderick St. in Oroville.
For more information, call Jimi
Beeler at 530-282-3205., and to
get on the District 1 mailing list,
either call Jimi or email
csotfadistrict1@aol.com.
Palo Alto – Unitarian Universalist
Church, 505 East Charleston
Road, Palo Alto, the new home of
the previous Fandango jam, every
Monday from 7 to 9 p.m.
San Francisco - Amnesia, 853 Valencia St, between 19th and 20th.
For more information or reservations, call 415-970-0012 or visit
http://amnesiathebar.com.
TUESDAY
Berkeley - Berkeley Fellowship of
Unitarian Universalists (BFUU)
, 1606 Bonita Ave. at Cedar St.
in North Berkeley. We play Bluegrass standards kinda slow, support each others’ learning, and
have some laughs. My job is to act
as the Jam Lifeguard when songs
start to unravel, and do some
Continued on A-26
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Meet Me In the Kitchen By Eileen Kleinschmidt
Good April morning to all
you bluegrass lovers out there. It is
still February as I write this, but it
really doesn’t matter. It is Spring!
I guess Mother Nature didn’t get
the memo here in California that
we should be having tons of rain
and snow. The Midwest and East
coast certainly have had their
share. I wish they could just build
a pipeline and ship the excess to
us. April showers bring May flowers. We can only hope. Five miles
from my house is Daffodil Hill,
home to a half million daffodils.
They typically open toward the
end of March, but today (February
23rd) was their grand opening. I
drove by over the weekend and
saw a flurry of activity, an unexpected push to get the grounds
ready. They should still be open
in April. I highly recommend a
drive up here to the foothills to
witness nature’s splendor. Don’t
forget to pack a picnic lunch. Or
you can stop along the way for
provisions. A good place to stock
up is Kneading Dough in the tiny
hamlet of Volcano. This small
bakery features homemade breads,
cookies, quiches, cakes, and daily
lunch specials. They even have a
breakfast menu for those of you
arriving early. Should you desire
hearty fare, be sure to visit the Volcano Union Hotel. If the weather
is warm, head to the patio. And I
guarantee that you won’t be able to
eat the burger without cutting it in
half ! (it comes with a steak knife)
Trust me, everything on the menu
is good!
Last week I had a refrigerator
full of odds and ends—a bit of
ham, the end of a block of Swiss
cheese, some veggies, and one
ready-made pie crust. Perfect makings for a quiche. Here is what I
came up with.

Ham and Broccoli
Quiche
1-9” pie crust (homemade or
store bought)
1-1/2 cups cubed ham
1-1/2 cups shredded Swiss
cheese
1 cup broccoli
1/2 cup red bell pepper
3 sliced green onions
4 eggs
1 cup milk or half and half
1/2 tsp. salt
1/2 tsp. dry mustard
1/2 tsp. pepper
Anything else you can find to
throw in!
Heat oven to 375 degrees.
Place pie crust in 9 inch glass pie
pan. Layer ham, cheese and veggies in the crust-lined pan. In a
medium bowl beat eggs and milk
with a fork. Stir in remaining ingredients. Pour over veggies in
pie crust.
Bake 35 to 45 minutes or until knife inserted in center comes
out clean. Let stand 5 to 10 minutes before serving.

Lately I have been on a crock
pot kick. Most of my cooking magazines have a section dedicated to
this lazy way of cooking. I have a
couple of cookbooks with nothing
but crock pot recipes. I found this
one in All Recipes and I think it is
a keeper. Perfect for a chilly day. It
goes great over cooked noodles or
mashed potatoes.

like to have cheese and crackers for
lunch or even supper. I prefer some
type of herb flatbread. I got to wondering how difficult could it be to
make the crackers in my kitchen. As
it turns out, pretty easy! You can really impress your friends by serving
these. They will think you slaved all
day over them. They make a good
vehicle for all your festival snacks!

can be rustic; dough should be
thin).
Lightly brush top with additional oil and scatter small clusters
of herb leaves on top, pressing in
slightly. Sprinkle with sea salt.
Slide round (still on parchment)
onto preheated baking sheet and
bake until pale golden and browned
in spots, 8 to 10 minutes. Transfer
flatbread (discard parchment) to
a rack to cool, then make 2 more
rounds (1 at a time) on fresh parchment (do not oil or salt until just
before baking). Break into pieces.
Flatbread can be made 2 days
ahead and cooled completely, then
kept in an airtight container at
room temperature. (Adapted from
Smitten Kitchen)
Who doesn’t love a sweet muffin
for breakfast or even for a snack? The
best part of these muffins is the streusel topping! I used fresh blueberries,
but you could substitute any kind of
fruit you like. You could even vary
the spices and add lemon zest. My
friends raved about these!

Above: Celebrate Spring with Ham and Broccoli Quiche. Below:
Sweet Blueberry Streusel Muffins.
photos: Eileen Kleinschmidt

Slow-Cooked German
Short Ribs
2 Tbsp. all purpose flour
1 tsp. salt
1/8 tsp. ground black pepper
3 pounds beef short ribs
2 Tbsp. olive oil
1 large onion, sliced
1/2 cup dry red wine or beef
stock
1/2 cup chile sauce
1 Tbsp. packed brown sugar
3 Tbsp. balsamic vinegar
1 Tbsp. Worcestershire sauce
1/2 tsp. dry mustard
1/2 tsp. chili powder
2 Tbsp. all-purpose flower
1/4 cup water
In a small bowl, combine 2
tbsp. flour, the salt and pepper.
Coat the short ribs with the flour
mixture. In a large skillet, heat
the olive oil over medium-high
heat. Brown short ribs in olive
oil. (Note: This entire step can be
skipped altogether, depending on
your preference. You can just put
the short ribs in the slow cooker
after the next step without flouring
or browning)
In the slow cooker, combine onions, wine or beef stock,
chili sauce, brown sugar, vinegar,
Worcestershire sauce, mustard,
and chili powder. Mix thoroughly. Transfer the short ribs from the
skillet to the slow cooker.
Cover and cook on low for 6
to 8 hours.
Remove ribs and turn the
slow cooker control to high. Mix
the remaining 2 tablespoons of
flour with 1/4 water and stir into
the sauce. Cook for 10 minutes or
until slightly thickened.
I am amazed at how expensive
crackers have become. Sometimes I

Crispy Herb Flatbread
1-3/4 cups unbleached
all-purpose flour
1 Tbsp. chopped herb
(choose rosemary, tarragon, thyme, or a mix of
Italian herbs) plus extra for
top
1 tsp. baking powder
3/4 tsp. salt
1/2 cup water
1/3 cup olive oil plus more for
brushing
Flaky sea salt
Preheat oven to 450 degrees
with a heavy baking sheet on middle rack.
Stir together flour, chopped
herbs, baking powder, and salt in
a medium bowl. Make a well in
the center, then add water and oil
and gradually stir with a wooden
spoon until a dough forms. Knead
dough gently on a work surface 4
or 5 times.
Divide dough into 3 pieces
and roll out 1 piece (keep remaining pieces covered with plastic
wrap) on a sheet of parchment
paper into a 10-inch round (shape

Blueberry Streusel
Muffins
1/4 cup butter, softened
1/3 cup sugar
1 egg
1 tsp. vanilla extract
2-1/3 cups all-purpose flour
4 tsp. baking powder
1/2 tsp. salt
1 cup milk or buttermilk
1-1/2 cups fresh or frozen
blueberries

Streusel:

1/2 cup sugar (you can use
white or brown)
1/3 cup all-purpose flour
1/2 tsp. ground cinnamon
1/4 cup cold butter
In a large bowl, cream butter and sugar. Beat in egg and
vanilla; mix well. Combine the
flour, baking powder and salt; add
to creamed mixture alternately
with milk (dough will be stiff and
sticky). Fold in blueberries.
Fill 12 greased or paper-lined
muffin cups two-thirds full. In a
small bowl, combine the sugar,
flour and cinnamon; cut in butter
until crumbly. Sprinkle over muffins. Bake at 375 degrees for 25 to
30 minutes or until browned. Cool

Eileen Kleinschmidt
for 5 minutes before removing to a
wire rack. (From Taste of Home)

FunI Food
Facts
frequently travel

to other
countries. I am fascinated to partake
of their foods and observe their table traditions. I found an article in
my Food Network Magazine titled
“Rules for the Road” which describes
table manners in various countries.
Russia: No hands in your lap—
they should always stay visible, above
the table.
Hungary:
Never clink your
beer glasses. Legend has it the Austrians did this after defeating the
Hungarians in the 1849 War of Independence, so Hungarians put an
informal ban on the action.
Japan: Never tip the waitstaff.
Good service is considered standard—paying extra would suggest
otherwise and could insult the servers.
Portugal: Don’t ask for salt and
pepper if it is not offered. The chef
might take it as an insult to his cooking skills.
Korea: Wait to start eating (or
leaving the table) until the oldest
male has done so. It’s one of the
many ways Koreans show respect.
China: Leave a few bites of food
on your plate. This signals to the
hosts that they gave you plenty to
eat.
India: Eat with your right hand
only. Sorry, lefties (me!): The rule
dates back centuries, and it designates the right hand for eating and
the left for “unclean” actions, like
taking off your shoes.

Who knew?

I am gearing up for summer
barbecue cooking. I know, it is only
March but we are ramping up for the
music festival season and I am trying to stay ahead a bit. If you have
a favorite summer recipe, I would
love to see it and try it. Who knows,
you may read about it here! Email to
heyeileen@gmail.com
Speaking of music festival season, we have our tickets to Father’s
Day Festival—do you? Don’t miss
it!
People who love to eat are always the
best people. - Julia Child
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coaching. Email me if you have
questions. For more information
or reservations email ranbush@
gmail.com.
Dublin - Dublin Heritage Center,
6600 Donlon Way in the old
schoolhouse. Jam Session from
7 to 9 p.m. on the 2nd and 4th
Tuesday of every month. For
more information or reservations, call 925-452-2100.
Merced - The Coffee Bandits, 309 W
Main St. in Merced. First Tuesday of each month bluegrass, oldtime, Americana, acoustic only.
For more information or reservations call 209-383-1200.
Modesto - Queen Bean Coffee
House, 1126 14th Street. 2nd &
4th Tuesday of EVERY month,
7 to 9 p.m. Flavor of music is
bluegrass, gospel, fiddle-tunes,
old-time and traditional country.
For more information or reservations, call Rainy Escobar at (209)
985-9282. or email InamMec@
aol.com.
Pacifica – Winter’s Tavern: 1522
Francisco
Blvd.,
Pacifica.
Mid-Level Bluegrass jam, 1st
and 3rd Tuesday of every month
from 7:00 - 10:00 pm. We’ll stick
to bluegrass standards and follow standard jam etiquette. All
bluegrass instruments welcome.
There will be a core group of
bluegrass instruments that’ll help
lead. The Winter’s Tavern loves
bluegrass music and are thrilled
to be helping start up this jam....
bring a few bucks to indulge in
their reasonably priced, fantastic
selection of beers. Well-behaved
dogs are welcome! There’s usually a steaming pot of chili offered
served with chips too, along with
endless popcorn. I’m hoping
they’ll sell pickled eggs soon. For
information, contact Vicki Frankel at vicki.frankel@gmail.com
or call me at 650-740-0181.
Paso Robles - Oak Creek Commons,
635 Nicklaus Drive. We meet in
the common room in the common building at the center of the
complex. Bring an instrument
and join in! For more information or reservations, call (805)
234-0809.
San Francisco - Durty Nelly’s, 2328
Irving Street between 24th and
25th Avenues. 1st, 3rd and 5th
Tuesdays For more information
or reservations email
dinahbeatrice@gmail.com.
Santa Maria - La Maria Trailer Park,
1701 S Thornburg - When you
turn in off Thornburg, go right
and follow on around to a little right turn in the street, go to
the left and you can see the club
house on the left. If you are a musician [string instruments (violin/fiddle, guitar, mandolin, bass,
banjo, ukulele), accordion, harmonica and want to participate,
please come join us for jamming.
Sebastopol - Subud Hall, 234
Hutchins Ave off Highway 116
on the south side of town near
The Aubergine. Regular jam on
the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each

month. For more information or
reservations email
davidacarlson62@hotmail.com.
Ventura - Milano’s Italian Restaurant, 1559 Spinnaker Drive Ste
100. For more information or reservations, call (805) 658-0388 or
email michaelrubin1@earthlink.
net or visit http://home.earthlink.net/~generubinaudio/.

WEDNESDAY
Atascadero - Last Stage West BBQ,
15050 Morro Road. For more
information or reservations, call
Bern Singsen at 805-595-1970 or
visit http://www.laststagewest.
net.
Chico - BLUEGRASS & OLD
TIME SLOW JAM from
7:00pm to 9:00pm at the Chico
Rock Stars School of Music at
932 W. 8th Avenue, Chico. All
music played is at a slower pace.
Songs and fiddle tunes are shared
and taught, so this is a perfect
venue for beginning and intermediate musicians who want a
relaxed jam! Thanks to new owner, Mike Poropat and a special
thanks to Jim Myers for his great
leadership of this jam! Ongoing,
every 3rd Wednesday. For additional information, email Jim at:
myersjj@gmail.com
El Cerrito - Music Works , 11225
San Pablo Avenue. The jam is upstairs, accessible through the door
just north of the store entrance,
11231 San Pablo. Near the
Del Norte Bart station and bus
lines.. Open bluegrass jam at the
Music Works music store in El
Cerrito. All levels welcome, two
larges rooms available. No food
or drink except water. For more
information or reservations, call
(510) 232-1000 or visit
www.ecmusicworks.com.
Fresno - Santa Fe Basque Restaurant,
Friends of Kenny Hall Regular
Jam at 3110 N Maroa Ave., Fresno, CA
Martinez - Alameda Arts & Wine
Fair, 707 Marina Vista Martinez, CA 94553. Hosted by Bruce
Campbell and Red Rick Horlick
from 7 to 10 p.m., with sign up at
6:30 p.m. The house band, led by
Bruce Campbell, will be there to
back up any pickers and singers.
Are you a bluegrass musician that
hasn’t hit the big time yet? Then,
come on down to Armando’s and
get on stage with some of the hottest bluegrass players in the Bay
Area. Are you a bluegrass fan? 3
hours of music for $3! For more
information or reservations, call
Eloise Cotton at 925-229-1989
or visit www.armandosmartinez.
com.
Paradise - EVERY WEDNESDAY
NIGHT : OPEN MIKEFULL
hosted by Susan Dobra, at 490
Grange at 5704 Chapel Drive in
Paradise, from 7:30-10:00pm.
Signups at 7pm. Come share
your musical talent, or just come
to listen! $2.00 admission, &
a delicious home-made dinner
available for purchase. Ongoing!
PLEASE NOTE ABOVE: This
event will now be on EVERY

WEDNESDAY NIGHT in
2015.
Petaluma - Aqus Cafe, 189 H Street
. 4th Wednesday Bluegrass and
Old Time open jam from 7 to 9
p.m. For more information or reservations, call 707.778.6060 or
visit http://www.aquscafe.com.
San Francisco - Plough and Stars,
116 Clement St. (between 2nd &
3rd Ave.) . Jam hosted by Jeanie
& Chuck Poling For more information or reservations, call 415751-1122 or visit http://www.
theploughandstars.com.
Sand City – Sand City City Hall, 1
Sylvan Park in Sand City, regular
bluegrass jam on the 2nd and 4th
Wednesday of each month, from
7 to 9 p.m., for more information
contact Chuck at churdley@att.
net.
Scotts Valley - Coffee Cat, Coffee
Cat. This is an invitational bluegrass jam, patterned after the
Taco Jam that is held in Oakland.
If you are interested, please send
an email to Steve Rosen (steverosen@polarlight.com) to request a
spot on the list. For more information or reservations, call Steve
Rosen at 831-566-6828 or email
steverosen@polarlight.com or
visit
http://www.TheJavaJam.
com.
Sonora - Christopher’s Ristorante
Italiano, Christopher’s Ristorante Italiano 160 Washington
Street in the historic Sonora Inn.
Ukulele jam 2nd Wednesday of
every month at 6 p.m. For more
information or reservations, call
209 533 2600.
Vacaville - Vacaville Winestyles, Vacaville Winestyles 11-B Town
Square Place Vacaville, CA 95688
. Regular Jam, 3rd Wednesday of
each month, from 7 to 9:00 pm
Jam is intermediate and above.
Each participant needs to be able
to lead three songs For more information or reservations, call
John Erwin at (707) 447-9463 or
visit http://www.winestyles.net.
Twain Harte – Open Mic & Jam
Night at the Eagle Tavern (Eprosan House), 22930 Twain Harte
Drive in Twain Harte Wednesday
at 9:00 pm.
Woodbridge – Woodbridge Grange
Hall, 1074 E Academy St in
Woodbridge, 2nd Wednesday of
every month from 7 to 9 p.m.,
regular bluegrass jam that welcomes a variety of traditional
and contemporary secular and
gospel music, for more information contact Tim Christensen at
christensent@rocketmail.com or
visit http://www.woodbridgegrange482.org/pages/music3.
htm.
Woodbridge – Woodbridge Grange
Hall, 1074 E Academy St in
Woodbridge, 4th Wednesday of
every month is a Starry Night
Open Mic Showcase from 6:30
to 9 p.m. that welcomes a wide
variety of acoustic music. Musicians/vocalists have the opportunity to showcase their music with
control over the presentation, for
more information contact Tim
Christensen at christensent@

rocketmail.com or visit http://
www.woodbridgegrange482.org/
pages/music3.htm.

THURSDAY
Chico - EVERY THURSDAY:
OPEN MIC at HAS BEANS,
501 Main Street, Chico, CA,
from 7pm to 10pm. Singers, poets and musicians welcome. Call
530-894-3033 for information.
Corte Madera - Marin Lutheran
Church, Marin Lutheran Church
649 Meadowsweet Corte Madera, CA. Bluegrass jam 1st and 3rd
Thursdays from 7:30 to 10:00
p.m. For more information or
reservations, call Emily Riddell
at 415 331 8989 or email emily.
riddell@att.net or visit
uimfamilyministry@earthlink.
net.
Lodi – Open Mic at the Rusted Mic
at 14 South School Street in Lodi
Thursdays, 7:00 pm
Mariposa – Open Mic at the Hideout Saloon at 5031 State Highway 140 #F in Mariposa Thursdays, 8:00 pm.
Morgan Hill - Morgan Hill Grange
Hall, 40 East 4th St. 1st, 2nd and
4th Thursday night jam. For more
information or reservations, call
Tim Edes at (408) 779-5456 or
email tim.bei@charter.net or visit http://www.cbaontheweb.org.
Murphys - Figaro’s Pizza, 164 E
Highway 4 Murphys, California
(next to Murphys Suites Hotel).
Bluegrass and acoustic jam on the
1st and 3rd Thursdays from 6 to 9
p.m. at the Growler Craft Brewery aka Figaro’s Pizza For more
information or reservations, call
209-728-1162.
Sacramento - Various locales in the
Sacramento area, Various homes
and churches in the Sacramento
area. Jams held every Thursday
from 7 to 10 p.m. Contact John
by phone or e-mail for the location of the next jam. For more
information or reservations, call
John at 916-990-0719 or email
bluegrass@shaunv.com.
Sonora – Open Mic at Sonora Joe’s
2nd and 4th Thursday 7-9:00 pm
at 140 Washington St. in Sonora.
FRIDAY
Hanford - Yarnall’s Pizza - back room,
http://www.yarnalpizzeria.com
820 W Lacey blvd. Hanford, CA.
All are welcome! Young and old.
This is a regular jam of mostly old
time fiddlers. For more information or reservations, call Stacey
Snodgrass at (559) 836-0068 or
email ssnodgrass@gmail.com.
Placerville - Main Street Music, 263
Main Street at the corner of Center. For more information contact the number below. For more
information or reservations, call
530-622-1357.
Sonora - Mi Pueblo Restaurant, 126
S Washington St. Down the steps
and next to the creek, held 2nd
and 4th Fridays unless there is a
major bluegrass event that day.
For more information or reservations email billschneiderman@
gmail.com.
Woodbridge - The Woodbridge

April 2015

Grange, 1074 Academy St. Youth
acoustic music jam held every
2nd Sunday of the month from
2 to 4 p.m. For more information
or reservations email
davidvoytek@gmail.com.

SATURDAY
Angel’s Camp, Open Mic at at Sidewinders, 1252 S Main Street, in
the basement next to Aeolian
Harp, for info email rattle-on@
rattlerecords.com
Chico - Centerville School House,
13548 Centerville Rd. Acoustic
music jam, For more information
or reservations, call Lucy Smith
at 530-894-1449 or email
lucyinchico@hotmail.com.
Chico – Shenanigan’s Bar, 3312 Esplanade in Chico, just north of
Eaton at Tonea Way, the monthly CBA bluegrass jam on the 4th
Saturday from 1 to 4 p.m. There
is a lovely heated patio just a step
down from the bar area that owner Tamara Gardner has enthusiastically invited us to play in. Please
plan on supporting our new best
friends at Shenanigan’s by buying
lunch, snacks, and/or beverages
before, during, or after our jam.
For more information contact
Lucy Smith at lucyinchico@hotmail.com.
Chico - Upper Crust Bakery, 130
Main Street. Butte County Folk
Music Society sponsored Folk
Music Jam, 1st Saturday of every month from 4 to 6 p.m.. For
more information or reservations, call Steve Johnson at 530345-4128.
Chico – Chico Rock Stars School
of Music, 932 W 8th Ave, Chico. All music played is at a slower pace. Songs and fiddle tunes
are shared and taught, so this is
a perfect venue for beginning
and intermediate musicians who
want a relaxed jam. For more information contact Jim Myers at
myersjj@gmail.com.
Crowley Lake - McGee Creek
Lodge, 12 miles south of Mammoth Lakes and 20miles north of
Bishop. Take 395 to the McGee
Creek Exit. First place on the
left.. Open jam for pros to beginners! For more information or
reservations, call Jeff Meadway at
760 914 1089 or email
meadwayjeff@yahoo.com
Dublin - Dublin Heritage Center,
Old St. Raymond’s Church 6600
Donlon Way. Slow/practice Jam
Session from 1 to 4 pm on the
2nd and 4th Saturday of every
month. For more information or
reservations, call 925-452-2100.
Fremont - Mission Pizza & Pub,
1572 Washington Blvd., Fremont, CA Washington Blvd Exit
Off 680 Between 680 and Paseo
Padre Parkway. 1st and 3rd Saturday jams For more information
or reservations, call Phil Willis at
510-651-6858/510-574-1880 or
email info@missionpizza.com or
visit http://www.missionpizza.
com.
Lafayette - Lamorinda Music Store,
Continued on A-27
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81 Lafayette Circle Lafayette,
CA 94549. Sponsored by Mighty
Fine Guitars “A Bluegrass and
Old Time Music Jam takes place
every 1st Saturday of the month,
using the Parking Lot Picker Series Songbook. All players and
singers of various skill levels are
welcome. Come join us for some
fun For more information or reservations, call John Gruenstein at
925-268-8226 or email stevie@
mightyfine guitars or visit http://
lamorindamusic.com/.
Marysville - The Brick Coffee House
and Cafe, 316 D Street Phone for
The Brick is 530-743-5283. Bluegrass and old-time jam on the first
Saturday of every month from 3
to 6 p.m. All skill levels are welcome and standard jam protocol
is follow. For more information
or reservations, call Kit Burton

or Janet Crott at (530)743-0413
or (530)701-5090 or email kitburton@hotmail.com or janetcrott@yahoo.com or visit http://
thebrickcoffeehouse.com/.
Nipomo - Lightning Joe’s Guitar
Heaven, 100 East Branch Street
in the Historic Village, just off
Highway 101 at Grand Ave.
Bluegrass, old time, old grass,
originals, country, newgrass. We
will explore tunes with an emphasis on working them up to
speed, understanding the forms
and allowing the players to find
a place to shine. Plenty of stools
but bring music stands. go up
For more information or reservations, call 805-481-2226.
Paso Robles - Matt’s Music, 617 12th
St. Matt’s Jam every Saturday
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Matt’s
Music in downtown Paso Robles
For more information or reservations, call 805-237-0054.

Redding - SECOND SATURDAY
OF THE MONTH: Free Old
Time Fiddle & Bluegrass Concert, 5:30 PM to 7:30PM.Open
Mic (after the concert). Round
Table Pizza at Shasta Mall, 900
Dana Drive – Redding CA.
Santa Clara - Edward Peterman Museum of Railroad History at Santa Clara Depot, 1005 Railroad
Avenue - Santa Clara Amtrak Station (Santa Clara Depot) across
from Santa Clara University .
A friendly bluegrass music jam,
intermediate to advanced. Sunny days, jam outside on the SW
corner next big shady tree. Rainy
days - jam inside the museum.
Free parking in front of the museum. Paid parking (not checked
often)to south and west of museum For more information or reservations, call Mary M. Kennedy
at 408-241-5920 or email
kennedymk@comcast.net.

Sebastopol –North Bay Area bluegrass and old-time music jam,
held at Community Market,
6762 Sebastopol Avenue #100,
Highway 12 just east of Sebastopol by the Sebastopol Inn. Every
Saturday afternoon jam from 2 to
5 p.m. ~~~ This is not a slow jam
or beginner’s jam, intermediate
and above players are expected

and new additions are always welcome.
Sonora - Sonora Contra Dance at
the Aronos Club in Sonora 3rd
Saturday of the month. 6:30 pm
potluck followed by dancing at
7:30 Live String Band and callers $7 donation for info www.
squaredancer8.wordpress.com/

Attention bands, promoters, venues – if you would
like to have your performances, concerts, festivals
or jam sessions listed in the Bluegrass Breakdown
and on the CBA website, please send your information to CBA Calendar Editor - Candy Sponhaltz at
candy.sponhaltz@gmail.com

This paper would not be possible
without the dedicated work of
volunteer contributors like Candy
Sponhaltz.

CBA Music Camp: Something Old Something New!
From Page A-1
as the “hairy eyeball”. I guess it is
better than a kick in the shins. But,
with an eye towards music camp we
try to mix up our instructors with
some old and some new…..the blue
is already there (as in bluegrass). We
can assure you there are a bunch of
borrowed instruments, especially if
you are a CBA member and check
out an instrument from the CBA
lending library. The only thing that
might be missing are some sixpences
stuck in shoes. Maybe penny loafers
would work! So, come marry yourself to this musical experience and
help us celebrate many more music
camp and festival anniversaries.
This month there are three
instructors we’d like to introduce.
I think at least one might be new
to music camp, and I am told that
at least one taught long before my
time.
Rafe Stefanini is teaching OldTime Guitar Back-Up level 1/2. This
class will concentrate on the role of
the guitar in an old time band or as
the back up to a fiddle or a banjo, as
well as a back up to songs and is designed for players with intermediate
ability. There will be a good amount
of listening done to old recordings
of influential guitar masters such as
Riley Puckett, John Dilleshaw, Asa
Martin etc. and together we will unravel their secrets. We will be using
a flatpick primarily but we will look
into the use of thumb and index as
well in the styles of Maybelle Carter
and Roscoe Holcomb.
Rafe Stefanini has been one of
the foremost interpreters of American Traditional Mountain Music
on fiddle, banjo and guitar and song
for nearly three decades, since his
arrival to the US from his native
Italy in 1983. His work with bands
like The Wildcats, The L7s, Big
Hoedown, The Rockinghams and
his current duo with daughter Clelia has produced over 20 recordings
and he has performed all around

the US, Southeast Asia, Germany,
Switzerland, Italy, Australia and
many more places near and far. As a
teacher he has been a staple at music
events such as Ashokan Fiddle and
Dance, The Swannanoa Gathering,
The Augusta Heritage Foundation, and he has been a judge at the
prestigious contest at The Appalachian Mountain Music Festival in
Clifftop, W.Va. many times. The late
Mike Seeger once called him “a national treasure”. He is currently performing with Clelia, solo, and with
Jumpsteady Boys. You can reach
him at rafeyjello@aol.com or 215
888 5136. For video clips search
www.Youtube.com
Carol McComb will be teaching Traditional Bluegrass and Country Singing Styles, level 2/3. This
class offers detailed information
and individual guidance with lots
of singing in traditional bluegrass
and country styles, including ornamentation, vocal technique, tone
production, exercises to strengthen
your voice and increase your range,
etc.. Sight reading is not a pre-requisite, but you will receive exact
transcriptions of artists like Ralph
Stanley, Bill Monroe, Ricky Skaggs,
the Louvin Brothers, Ginny Hawker, Roscoe Holcomb and more to
help you remember the details of
each song. Some harmony singing
will be covered, but the focus will be
on vocal technique and helping you
find the best key for the songs you
already know.
Carol McComb is a vocalist,
songwriter, and multi-instrumentalist with over 40 years of performing,
recording, and teaching experience
in bluegrass and other styles. She is
a veteran of the Gryphon Quintet
(known for their gospel harmonies and Carol’s original bluegrass
songs) who played in the CBA festival often in the 1980s. Her songs
have been recorded by Laurie Lewis, Kathy Kallick, Keith Little, and
many others. She has toured with
Linda Ronstadt and Joan Baez.

These days when Carol is not teaching, she tours as one half of the Elektra Records traditional folk and oldtime duo “Kathy and Carol. Carol
can be found on the net at www.
carolmccomb.com
Sally Van Meter will be teaching
Dobro level 3. This class is designed
to get you all through the reality
check of what playing Dobro is really about: Musicality: melody, lyrical
phrasing, tone production, slide bar
control, clarity, and again, connecting those fingerboard threads that
are so important to be able to solo
with ease and confidence. We will
work on all of those aspects, plus
learn a few songs/tunes, and what to
do with them past the initial getting
to know the song/tune - meaning
how to solo on the fly. Much of the
class will be taught by ear, and I will

provide some tab, but the tab is for
you to spend time with outside of
class as much as possible. We will
learn some good technical and practice skills and habits you can take
home with you as well. We will also
spend a short amount of time considering minor scale songs, and have
a great time working with the bluesy
side of bluegrass Dobro. There will
be varying levels of ability in this
class, but there is always common
ground, and my hope/goal is to fill
in some of the blanks for you all.
Sally Van Meter is a native
Californian hailing originally from
Chico, CA. She was an early member of “Good Ol’ Persons” and has
played with David Grisman, Jerry
Garcia, Tony Rice, Chris Hillman,
Jerry Douglas, Peter Rowan and
the Rowan Brothers, Laurie Lewis,

Russ Barenberg, Kathy Kallick, the
Nashville Bluegrass Band, Maura
O’Connell and Leftover Salmon.
Sally is well known to dobro players
world wide for her clean style, lyrical
breaks, and powerful picking.
Registration for the 2015 CBA
Music Camp opened on February
7 during some welcome precipitation. The 15th CBA Summer Music Camp will take place June 14th
to 17th at the Nevada County Fairgrounds in Grass Valley, California.
More information is available at the
music camp website http://cbamusiccamp.com. And we would like to
remind you that you can give CBA
Music Camp as a gift for Thanksgiving, Hanukkah, Christmas, Kwanzaa, Graduation, Birthdays Valentine’s Day, and even April Fool’s
Day. Check it out at our web site.

Be a CBA member!!
cba.membership14@gmail.com
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CLOVERDALE CITRUS FAIRGROUNDS

April 11th, 2015

9:00 am - 6:00pm doors open at 8am
$19.00 general admission $15.00 Seniors (65+)
$15.00 ages 6 through 12
Children under 6 are free

TIX AT THE DOOR
FIDDLE, GUITAR, MANDOLIN
CONTEST DIVISIONS
• WORKSHOPS • JAMMING • CRAFTS and FOOD •

Central Valley Boys
Sour Dough Slim and the Saddle Pals
Debby McClatchy
Antioch Strolling Strings
The Cherry Pickers
Wendy Burch Steel & Redwood
A SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS
Cloverdale Citrus Fair • California Bluegrass Association
LAGUNITAS BREWERY CO.
Sonoma County Folk Society • Ruth Mc Gowans Pub
California State Old Time Fiddle Association District 10

Photo:Wheeler Imaging

RV hook-ups available by reservation • Camp sites available for Friday and Saturday nights
For more information on camping call 707-894-3992 •
http://cloverdalefiddles.com

