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Welcome!

 The California Bluegrass Asso-
ciation welcomes you to our 40th 
Annual Father’s Day Weekend 
Bluegrass Festival.  We know that 
you will enjoy your weekend with 
us at the beautiful Nevada Coun-
ty Fairgrounds in Grass Valley, the 
Bluegrass Capital of California.
 The California Bluegrass As-
sociation is a non-profit, all vol-
unteer organization, founded in 
1974, to preserve and promote 
Bluegrass, Old Time, and Gospel 
Music in California.  We encour-
age you to visit our Membership 
Booth and learn the benefits of 
membership. We presently have 
over 2700 voting members in Cal-
ifornia and thirty-nine other states 
and Canada.  We hope you will 
join or renew your membership at 
the membership booth in the in-
ner fairgrounds.  Make this “your” 
organization and learn about the 
many membership benefits.
 The Father’s Day Bluegrass 
Festival is produced by our vol-
unteer members and promises 
four days of fabulous music on 
three stages, jamming, workshops, 
Youth Programs, Kids on Blue-
grass, Luthiers’ Pavilion, Vern’s 
Beer and Wine Garden and a large 
concession area with food, drink 
and crafts. 

General Information:
Camping

 Camping is in the rough on 
the festival site and those who come 
early may camp Sunday through 
Wednesday, June 15th-19th for a 
daily fee of $15/tent and $20/RV 
on a first come, first served basis.  
Designated tent-only camping is 
available (see map or ask at gate).

Handicapped Camping 
 
There are a limited number of 
special accommodation camping 
spaces available for those with 
handicaps.  Advance reservations 
were required by May 1, 2016.  
However, handicapped campers 
will be accommodated if pos-
sible.  We cannot promise sites 
with hookups and/or a view of the 
stage; however, we will do our best 
to meet your basic needs.  We will 
provide some transportation in a 
golf cart this year for those with 
special needs.  Information about 

this service will be available at the 
Gate or at Festival Headquarters.
For those with dogs 

1. Owners must have proof of all 
required vaccinations, vaccinations 
must be up-to-date, and dogs must 
have ID tags on their collars. 
2. By bringing their dog to the 
festival the owner accepts all liabil-
ity for any injury or property dam-
age caused by their dog and the 
owner will be solely responsible for 
any and all cost of repairs, fines or 
levies by any agency or other party.  
The California Bluegrass Associa-
tion maintains no liability for any 
actions of the dog or its owners.
3. Dogs must be on a short leash, 
not to exceed six (6) feet, while be-
ing walked.
4. Dogs must be confined to 
a pen or a RV or on a short leash 
while in camp. No free ranging 
tethers are allowed.
5. Owners will be required 
to remove their dog from the 
grounds if the dog becomes a nui-
sance by continually barking (for 
a single time or multiple short 
intervals) or in any other man-
ner that disturbs other campers 
or people passing by. This will be 
strenuously enforced. 
6. Dogs should not be left alone 
for periods of time longer than 45 
minutes to an hour. 
7. Owners must clean up after 
their dogs. It is owner’s responsibil-
ity to have all the necessary supplies 
to ensure that other festival attend-
ees have a good experience while at 
the festival.
8. Dogs will only be allowed in 
the main camping area. Tent camp-
ers in the *“Tent Only” area near 
Gate 4 will not be allowed to keep 
dogs. Tent Campers with dogs may 
camp in other areas on the fair-
grounds.
9. Dogs will not be allowed at 
any time (during Music Camp or 
the Festival) inside the fenced area 
(near the stages or vendor areas).
10. Dogs are not allowed in the wa-
ter ditch or the lake.
11. SERVICE ANIMALS: Only 
trained service animals or contracted 
animal acts are allowed on the inner 
Fairgrounds.  Under current disabil-
ity regulations “emotional support 
animals” are not allowed as they are 
not specifically trained to perform 

a task in support of a person with a 
disability. The California Bluegrass 
Association will follow the Nevada 
County Fairground policy for pets in 
the “inner” (Music Camp/audience/
concession area) Fairgrounds.  Only 
SERVICE animals will be allowed 
within the inner Fairgrounds during 
the CBA events June 12 - June 19, 
2016. Dogs should be indentified by 
vests. 
* “Tent only” is defined as the area 
borderedby Mccortney Rd. Gate 4, 
Gate 3, Entrance Rd, and the Wa-
ter Ditch.

Helpful Information 

 Bring regular lawn chairs or 
blankets for seating.  Seating is 
strictly “bring your own” and chair 
height must be lower than 37” in 
the center section.  Anyone may sit 
in an empty chair until that chair is 
reclaimed by its owner. 
 Food and drink concessions are 
on site and food and non-alcoholic 
beverages may be brought into the 
audience area (no glass allowed) in 
picnic baskets or coolers. 
 Historic Grass Valley and Ne-
vada City are a short automobile 
drive away and offer banking, res-
taurants, grocery shopping, camp-
ing-supply purchases and tourist 
and recreational opportunities.  
 The weather can be hot during 
the days and cool during the eve-
nings, so dress appropriately.  Sun-
screen and hats or visors help keep 
you from burning during the heat 
of the day and a jacket or sweater 
can be very comforting during the 
evening performances and for jam-
ming afterward.  The Festival will 
be held rain or shine and there are 
no refunds.
 Bring your acoustic instru-
ments and join in the fun.  A large 
part of the enjoyment of our festi-
val is the spontaneous jam sessions 
that spring up throughout the fair-
grounds during the festival.  There 
is a wonderful opportunity to share 
some music and make new friends.  
(Remember your jamming eti-
quette.)
 Parents are responsible for 
their children at all times.  Please be 
sure you know where your children 
are and what they are doing.  There 
is an organized children’s program 
with schedule times listed in the 
program; however, this is not a day 
care service.  Parents must either 

remain with their child/children or 
return to pick them up at the con-
clusion of each segment of the pro-
gram. 
 Help maintain the cleanliness 
of the grounds and restrooms.  De-
posit all trash in available bins and 
recyclable containers in appropriate 
bins.
 The Festival is produced by 
volunteers and we ask for your co-
operation in abiding by the rules 
which are a necessary part of such 
a large event.  The California Blue-
grass Association Board of Directors 
and volunteer festival personnel 
have thought out these rules care-
fully in order to ensure your safety 
and satisfaction.
 Please read the following rules 
and regulations carefully, and give 
us your full cooperation.  If every-
one follows these simple guidelines, 
we can all enjoy our festival days 
together in harmony, and listen to 
some wonderful music!

Rules and Regulations

 In order to facilitate the en-
joyment of the California Bluegrass 
Association’s 40th Annual Festival, 
the following rules and regulations 
will be in effect during the Festival.

•DO NOT REMOVE YOUR ID 
BAND - You will be banded when 
your ticket is taken at the front gate.  
No replacements will be made un-
less you purchase another ticket.  
•NO ALCOHOL or display of 
public drunkenness and distur-
bance is permitted in the audience 
area.  Persons who interfere with the 
enjoyment of the rest of the audi-
ence will be asked to leave the area.
•NO AMPLIFIERS OR ELEC-
TRIC INSTRUMENTS are al-
lowed in the camping areas.  
•SCOOTER OR SKATEBOARD 
RIDING AND ROLLER-BLAD-
ING OR SKATING are prohibited 
on the festival grounds until Mon-
day after the festival.
•BICYCLE RIDING --  Is allowed 
in the campground area but not in 
the inner Fairground.  Children are 
required to wear helmets in accor-
dance with California State law.
•Single person battery operated ve-
hicles used by the handicapped or 
people with medical problems are 
allowed.  
•NO OPEN CAMPFIRES - Keep 
a close watch on camp stoves, bar-
becues, lanterns, etc.  Make sure 

they are completely out when not 
in use.
•NO ROPING OFF AREAS - ex-
cept by festival officials.  Due to the 
large number of campers, “saving 
a spot” for a friend who is coming 
later is not allowed.  If your group 
wants to be together, try to arrive 
about the same time.
•NO SMOKING in the audience 
seating area.  Please be considerate 
of your fellow audience members 
and smoke around the perimeter or 
camping areas.  
•DOGS AND CATS are allowed on 
a limited and controlled basis. Cats 
are allowed in RVs in the RV section 
only. Dogs are allowed as long as the 
rules for dogs (see rules previously 
listed) are followed.
•NO PETS of any other species are 
allowed on the fairgrounds during 
the time that the CBA has posses-
sion of the grounds.
•VIDEO RECORDING OF ART-
ISTS’ STAGE PERFORMANCES 
- is PROHIBITED unless specifi-
cally allowed and permission is in-
dicated by a sign displayed near 
the stage stating that video record-
ing is permitted.  If permitted, this 
permission applies only to the art-
ist on stage at the time the sign is 
displayed.  
•CONSERVE WATER AND 
ELECTRICITY - Campers and 
RVs may draw electrical power only 
from designated outlets.  Water fau-
cets and connections are scarce and 
should be shared.  
•KEEP YOUR GENERATOR 
USE MINIMAL - if you must run 
a generator on your RV to charge 
your battery or for any other reason, 
please keep the time minimal.  Do 
not use your generator after 11 pm 
or before 8 am.
 The California Bluegrass As-
sociation reserves the right to deny 
admission to anyone, and/or to 
have anyone removed from the fair-
grounds if necessary or desirable at 
the discretion of the Festival Direc-
tor or the CBA Board of Directors.

For more information:
Please visit our festival website:
www.fathersdayfestival.com 
or the CBA website:
www.cbaweb.org 
for information about our asso-
ciation and the events we produce 
throughout the year.  You can also 
request a sample copy of our month-
ly newspaper, Bluegrass Breakdown, 
at our Membership Booth.

The Father’s Day Bluegrass Festival

Welcome! Please enjoy the copy of the cba’s monthly paper, the Bluegrass Breakdown, inserted in this program

SERVICE FOR THE HANDICAPPED AT FDF 2016
 At this year’s Father’s Day Bluegrass Festival, Mike Martin 
will be coordinator for a service helpful to attendees who re-
quire help getting around. A golf cart has been donated to pick 
up and return handicap members to and from the stage area. 
To schedule a pick up call Mike Martin at 707-333-5784 or 
ask anybody with a radio to call for handicap taxi. Thank you, 
in advance, to his volunteer crew.

Handicap Taxi at Grass Valley
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The Bow Ties are a group of 
young, voracious bluegrass pickers 
with plenty of history and experi-
ence. Dedicated to precision play-
ing of the masters’ classics, we are 
happy to bring traditional blue-
grass into the hearts of audiences 
far and wide.

Yoseff Tucker, Guitar/Lead Vocals
Yoseff’s exposure to tradi-

tional bluegrass and American 
roots  music came courtesy of 
his grandfather who moved to  
Central California from the 
Ozarks. His prodigious flatpicking 
skills have been acknowledged by 
the Northern California Bluegrass  
Society via the Guitarist of the 
Year award (’09, ’10, ’11, ‘13, ‘15). 
He has also been humbled with 
the award for Male Vocalist of the 
Year (’10). Yoseff lends his guitar 
work and vocals to the Central  
Valley Boys as well as San Francisco  
band Supermule. 

Billy Moore, Banjo/Vocals
At age ten, Billy was inspired by 

mainly blues, acid rock, funk and 
metal music and picked up his first 
guitar. His path eventually brought 
him to bluegrass music at age twen-
ty and his first banjo. Traditional 
bluegrass music seemed as if it had 
always been in his heart and he 
quickly soaked up the nuance and 
precision of a 5-string banjo player. 
He picked up experience play-
ing with well-known California  
bluegrass bands like the Del  
Williams Band and Central Valley Boys. 

Jan Purat, Fiddle   Classical-
ly trained since the age of sev-
en, Jan started playing in folk 
bands during his high school 
years in Marin County. In 2013 
he graduated from UC Santa 
Cruz with a Bachelors of Arts  
in classical violin under the  
instruction of Roy Malan. It was 
his exposure to Old and in The Way 

and John Hartford during those 
college years that seeded his love 
of bluegrass and American roots 
music. He cites inspiration from a  
diverse group of fiddlers including  
Vassar Clements, Kenny Baker, 
Darol Anger, Stephane Grappelli 
and many more. When he’s not 
shredding the fiddle with the Bow 
Ties, he also supplies fantastic  
fiddling for Steep Ravine. 

Andrew Powers March  Originally  
from Anchorage, Alaska, Andrew 
started playing mandolin in his 
early teens. As a young musician, 
he gained the guidance of famed 
Anchorage mandolinist, Bernard 
Glansbeek and spent most of his 
youth studying the unique and var-
ied methods of mandolin playing.

Zach Sharpe, Upright Bass/Vocals
Born into bluegrass, Zach was 

raised by “pickers” in the woods  
of Indiana. After moving to  
California for high school, he 

eventually landed in Sacramento 
as a young adult, where he was 
almost immediately adopted into 
the MacNasty family of funk with  
Larry and Allie Davis. Currently 
Zach finds himself at the helm of 
his American Standard custom 
bass for other local bands like  
Supermule and Front Country. 
His musical influences range any-

where from Flatt and Scruggs, 
Jimmy Martin, Vern Williams and 
Tony Rice to The Boxcars, James 
Brown, Tower of Power, Bill Withers 
and Outkast. These incredible  
musicians have had a profound 
effect on Zach, but nothing could 
have been more inspiring than his 
family and their close family of 
bluegrass pickers.

Your 2016 CBA Father’s Day Festival artists
                        In alphabetical order

1. Owners must have proof of all required vaccinations, vaccina-
tions must be up-to-date, and dogs must have ID tags on their 
collars. 

2. By bringing their dog to the festival the owner accepts all liabili-
ty for any injury or property damage caused by their dog and the 
owner will be solely responsible for any and all cost of repairs, 
fines or levies by any agency or other party.  The California Blue-
grass Association maintains no liability for any actions of the dog 
or its owners.

3. Dogs must be on a short leash, not to exceed six (6) feet, while 
being walked.

4. Dogs must be confined to a pen or a RV or on a short leash while 
in camp. No free ranging tethers are allowed.

5. Owners will be required to remove their dog from the 
grounds if the dog becomes a nuisance by continually bark-
ing (for a single time or multiple short intervals) or in any 
other manner that disturbs other campers or people passing 
by. This will be strenuously enforced. 

6. Dogs should not be left alone for periods of time longer than 45 
minutes to an hour. 

7. Owners must clean up after their dogs. It is owner’s responsibil-
ity to have all the necessary supplies to ensure that other festival 
attendees have a good experience while at the festival.

8. Dogs will only be allowed in the main camping area. Tent camp-
ers in the *“Tent Only” area near Gate 4 will not be allowed to 
keep dogs. Tent Campers with dogs may camp in other areas on 
the fairgrounds.

9. Dogs will not be allowed at any time (during Music Camp or the 
Festival) inside the fenced area (near the stages or vendor areas).

10. Dogs are not allowed in the water ditch or the lake.
11. SERVICE ANIMALS: Only trained service animals or contract-

ed animal acts are allowed on the inner Fairgrounds.  Under current 
disability regulations “emotional support animals” are not allowed as 
they are not specifically trained to perform a task in support of a per-
son with a disability. The California Bluegrass Association will follow 
the Nevada County Fairground policy for pets in the “inner” (Music 
Camp/audience/concession area) Fairgrounds.  Only SERVICE an-
imals will be allowed within the inner Fairgrounds during the CBA 
events June 12 - June 19, 2016. Dogs should be indentified by vests. 

* “Tent only” is defined as the area borderedby Mccortney Rd. Gate 
4, Gate 3, Entrance Rd, and the Water Ditch.

Rules for dogs 
CBA Summer Music Camp & FDF 2016

From the stage of the Strawberry  
Music Festival in California to 
pubs and concert halls throughout 
Ireland and Northern Ireland, the 
acoustic duo of Kathy Barwick & 
Pete Siegfried has delighted and 
enchanted audiences with a 
distinctive blend of bluegrass, 
old-time country, traditional 
Irish and folk into an engaging  
Americana fusion showcasing 
Pete’s exceptional lead vocals, 
Kathy’s amazing guitar work and 
sterling duet harmonies. The 
two musicians combine years of  
experience into a compelling, highly 
entertaining duet sound that  
extends from the “brother duets” 
of the 1930s to such iconic modern 
partnerships as Buddy and Julie 
Miller.

The duo’s first album, The 
Trestle, was released in 2015 
by FGM Music. The CD with  
material ranging from Gene Autry 

and Flatt & Scruggs to Jean Ritchie 
and T-Bone Burnett, with a pair 
of Siegfried originals (“California 
Bound” and “Over the Ocean”) 
anchoring the song list. Bluegrass 
Unlimited magazine called the  
album a “sublime blend of two 
voices and two instruments  
creating a greater whole” and “an 
excellent debut release by two 
like-minded lovers of song who’ve 
found musical gold in their pairing.”

Barwick & Siegfried have  
performed extensively through-
out northern California, as well as  
in Nevada, Oregon, Washington 
and British Columbia, at such 
prominent festivals as the Straw-
berry Music Festival and such 
prestigious California venues as the 
Center for the Arts in Grass Valley, 
the Palms Playhouse in Winters 
and the Monkey House in Berkeley. 
The duo successfully toured Ireland 
and Northern Ireland in 2014 and 

will return for a second tour in 
2016. Kathy and Pete are currently 
at work recording their second album.

Kathy Barwick, a native of Sac-
ramento, has been widely hailed 
 over the past 35 years as one of 
California’s most versatile acoustic 
musicians, known for her work in 
bluegrass, Americana and tradi-
tional Irish music. An award-win-
ning multi-instrumentalist who’s 
adept on guitar, banjo, dobro, 
bass and mandolin, Barwick was 
a founding member of the All 
Girl Boys, a popular all-female 
bluegrass quintet, and has also 
worked with such bands as Nine-
8ths Irish and the Mike Justis 
Band, as well as with Pete in the 
bluegrass band Mountain Laurel. 
Her first solo album, In My Life, 
was released in 2011 by FGM  
Music. Her second album,  
Braeburn, was released to critical 
acclaim in 2014.  

Pete Siegfried, a Pennsylva-
nia native who has lived in Grass  
Valley, California, since the 1970s, 
founded the bluegrass band  
Mountain Laurel in 1988 and sang 
lead vocals and played mandolin 
in the popular quintet. Mountain 
Laurel performed widely through-
out northern California and Nevada,  
playing most of the leading  
festivals in the region, earning Pete a 
reputation as a peerless, distinctive 
singer with a soaring and expressive  
tenor voice. Mountain Laurel 
recorded three albums: Another 
Sunny Day in California, Trouble 
in the Mine and It’s About Time. 

www.barwickandsiegfried.net
(530) 477-8067 (Pete)

The Bow Ties

The Bow Ties

Barwick & Siegfried Acoustic American Roots Music

Barwick & Siegfried

CBA’s California Showcase Act

CBA’s California Showcase Act
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LEARN MORE AT:
DEERINGBANJOS.COM/ARTISAN

FEATURING THE NEW
MIDNIGHT MAPLE™ FINGERBOARD

INTRODUCING THE NEW
ARTISAN GOODTIME BANJOS

  FEATURING:
•  MIDNIGHT MAPLE FINGERBOARD

•  VINTAGE ARTISAN PEARLOID INLAYS
•  ENGRAVED PEGHEAD SCROLL

•  CAPO SPIKES AT FRETS 7, 9, AND 10
•  3 PLY VIOLIN GRADE MAPLE RIM

•  6 YEAR •  6 YEAR WARRANTY
•  MADE IN AMERICA
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 A traditional Bluegrass band 
consisting of Ed Neff, Mike  
Wilhoyte, Larry Cohea, Paul 
Shelasky and Karen Wilhoyte, Blue 
& Lonesome has captured the tra-
ditional sound of bluegrass music, 
incorporating the experience and 
talents of five of the top traditional 
players in the business today. 
 Ed Neff is known to Califor-
nia bluegrass fans as the premier  
fiddler and mandolin stylist in 
the traditional vein. He has been 
a fixture in the Bay Area Blue-
grass scene for over forty years  
playing with such stalwarts as High 
Country, Done Gone, Roanoke, 
True Blue, Adobe Creek and the 
Vern Williams Band. Although 
Ed has long been acknowledged 
as one of the west’s greatest fid-
dlers, Blue & Lonesome Bluegrass 
band takes advantage of his stellar  
mandolin work and benefits from his  
authoritative lead and tenor vocals. 
Ed has been awarded an honor-
ary lifetime membership in the  

California Bluegrass Association. 
 Mike Wilhoyte also has deep 
roots and a long-term investment 
in the traditional Bluegrass style. 
He soon decided that Bluegrass 
music was the music he would 
play, and he has been playing 
it ever since. Before moving to  
California in 1989, Mike defined 
his energetic and melodic guitar 
style in numerous bands in north-
west Ohio and most notably, in 
The Raisin River band with long-
time friend Jim Hurst. Moving to 
the Bay Area, Mike began playing 
with the nationally known band  
Roanoke and more recently with 
Adobe Creek Bluegrass. Blue & 
Lonesome is pleased to feature 
Mike’s guitar playing and dynamic 
lead singing. 
 Larry Cohea has been play-
ing bluegrass, and the banjo, since 
1963, and has never strayed from 
this tradition style of bluegrass. 
Larry came to the Bay Area in 
1973, and joined Butch Waller’s 

band, High Country, as a bass 
player. Soon thereafter he replaced 
Bruce Nemerov on the banjo and 
the rest is a well documented his-
tory, as he is still a member of that 
band. Larry sings lead, tenor, and 
baritone with Blue & Lonesome.
 Paul Shelasky is a native of 
Northern California and a long 
time resident of Novato Califor-
nia. Although his parents were 
classically trained musicians, Paul 
taught himself to be fluent in blue-
grass, jazz, Celtic and a smattering 
of other styles. Paul has earned two 
California State Fiddle Champi-
onships, has twice been named 
California State Flat-picking Gui-
tar Champion and is an honorary 
lifetime member of the California 
Bluegrass Association. Paul played 
with several highly acclaimed blue-
grass bands including twelve years 
with the Good Ol’ Persons, five 
years as the resident fiddle player 
at Disneyland with the Rhythm 
Brothers and nine years touring 

with Lost Highway. He has been in 
concert and recorded with David 
Grisman, Tony Rice, Frank Wake-
field and other bluegrass legends. 
Blue & Lonesome will be counting 
on Paul’s extensive knowledge of 
traditional bluegrass fiddlers. 
 Karen Wilhoyte   found blue-
grass while studying tropical  
biology in Costa Rica. While there, 
she befriended a banjo player 
and began taking bluegrass guitar  
lessons when she returned to the 
U.S. Several years later, she found 

herself at a bluegrass jam in Cal-
ifornia desperately in need of a  
regular bass player, so she took up 
the bass. Having grown up with 
the Latin rhythms and beats of  
Miami, Florida, she immediately 
fell in love with the bass and has 
been playing it ever since. She is ded-
icated to preserving and promoting 
the sounds and styles of traditional 
bluegrass music. In addition to 
playing with Blue and Lonesome, 
she plays bass in the Hossettes and 
the Lucky Drive Bluegrass Band.

 With Dan Crary, Bill Evans, 
and Steve Spurgin, you get deep 
roots in American music, dynam-
ic innovation, and virtuoso per-
sonal appearances. It’s an evening 
of music on the cutting edges of 
21st Century Americana, Folk, 
and Bluegrass. Original, powerful,  
entertaining, unforgettable.
 CRARY, EVANS & 
SPURGIN entertain audiences 
with new songs and old stories, 
blazing instrumental artistry, and 
deep- down, powerfully felt musical  
moments. It’s whistling winds 
in the pines, rambling boys and  
tragic girls, joys and laughter from 
old times, furious and foot-tap-
ping instrumental tunes and a 
little touch of glory-to-god. And 
it’s the hovering ghosts of Jimmie 
Rogers and The Carter Family 
and Bill and Lester and Earl and 
Woodie and all the greats who 
showed the way.
 DAN CRARY is a musical 

legend, master of the guitar, a 
founder and pioneer of flatpick-
ing, and a stylist with an interna-
tional reputation for innovation, 
taste, and brilliance. A veteran of 
tours in more than thirty coun-
tries, today Dan draws from tra-
ditional material and continues to 
blaze new territory in his record-
ings and personal appearances. If 
creativity, quality, and longevity 
are hallmarks of artistic achieve-
ment, then Dan Crary must be 
recognized as one of the greatest 
traditional artists of our day.
 BILL EVANS Bill’s electri-
fying performances spring out of 
his deep knowledge, intense vir-
tuosity and contagious passion to 
all things banjo. Bill is loved by  
thousands of fans worldwide, due 
to his international performing, 
authorship of Banjo For Dum-
mies, the world’s most read book 
on the instrument, and many  
remarkable personal appearances, 

including the San Francisco Sym-
phony and A Prairie Home Com-
panion with Garrison Keillor. Bill 
Evans’ 2012 CD In Good Compa-
ny topped international folk and 
bluegrass charts.
 STEVE SPURGIN is a  
native son of the Lone Star State 
whose song writing, recording, 
and performing have spanned 
the globe. Steve  has penned 
hit songs for the publishing  
companies of Gene Watson and Reba  
McEntire. Today, Steve the per-
former is the essential singer-song-
writer, entertaining audiences 
and winning major awards from 
BMI and IBMA; recently he 
won the “New Folk” award at the  
prestigious Kerrville Folk Festi-
val. His “performed with” resume’  
includes, among others, the su-
per group California, Byron 
Berline and Sundance, Mason 
Williams, Freddy Fender, and  
The Limelighters.

 Flatt Lonesome, while deeply 
-rooted in bluegrass music’s historic 
 classics, also have an energetic 
flair for country sounds, progres-
sive jams, and soul-stirring gospel 
music while never forsaking their 
traditional essence. If you love 
high lonesome harmony, soaring  
sibling vocals and powerful  
bluegrass music, then you will  
love Flatt Lonesome!
 Flatt Lonesome was born from 
the Robertson family’s bluegrass 
gospel band, Sandy Creek Revival. 
This quickly grew into a passion for 
the Robertson children with a great 
longing to travel, write, and record. 
So, in January 2011, Kelsi, Charli 
and Buddy teamed up with friends 
Dominic Illingworth, Michael 
Stockton, and Paul Harrigill and 
became FLATT LONESOME. 
To commemorate the band’s first 
anniversary in 2012, they once 
again entered the SPBGMA Band 
Championship where they were 
awarded 1st place! 
 Flatt Lonesome has performed 
at many exciting places during 
their short time together as a band. 
These include performances at: 
Joe Val Bluegrass Festival (Boston, 
MA), California Bluegrass Associ-
ation Festival (Grass Valley, CA), 
Summergrass (San Diego, CA), 
IBMA FanFest, The Grand Ole 

Opry’s 87th Birthday Bash, The 
World Famous Station Inn, Red, 
White, and Bluegrass(NC), and 
The Lakes Festival(Minnesota). 
Also, while performing with, Barry 
 Waldrep, the band has played  
Music City Roots as well as open-
ing for Marty Stuart and having 
Zac Brown join them on stage 
while performing in Georgia.
 In August of 2012, Flatt 
Lonesome signed a recording  
contract with Pisgah Ridge  
Records and with much excitement 
recorded their very first CD. The 
self-titled recording was released on 
January 29, 2013 and has been one 
of the highlight bluegrass record-
ings of the year. Flatt Lonesome 
has recently signed with Moun-
tain Home Records for their latest  
release (July 2014). This Septem-
ber, they won the 2014 IBMA 
Emerging Artist of the Year Award 
in Raleigh, NC.
 Flatt Lonesome is:
Kelsi Robertson Harrigill –  
mandolin, vocals
Charli Robertson – fiddle, vocals
Buddy Robertson – guitar, vocals
Dominic Illingworth – acoustic bass
Paul Harrigill – banjo
Michael Stockton – resophonic 
guitar

Flatt Lonesome

Crary,  Evans & Spurgin

Blue & Lonesome

Blue & Lonesome 

Flatt LonesomeCrary, Evans & Spurgin
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 For thousands of years, sailors navigated by the stars, trusting the 
constellations to keep them on the correct course. The same celestial 
bodies that led them away from home were the same ones that directed 
them back. Since childhood, Eric and Leigh Gibson’s guiding stars have 
been songs recorded by music’s greatest brother duos: the Monroes, the  
Louvins, and the Everlys, whose close harmonies have captivated listeners 
for decades.
 A No Depression blogger referred to members of the band as “..the 
Gibson Brothers who don’t share the Gibson name.” But there’s no doubt 
they’re a band of musical brothers as Steve Leftridge of PopMatters de-
scribed them this way:  “Eric and Leigh Gibson might have, pound-for-
pound, the most impeccably fine-sounding traditional bluegrass band 
on the contemporary scene. ...the reason these guys can’t lose is that, 
quite simply, they sound so great. Eric and Leigh sing bluegrass’ tightest  
harmony blend, and, instrumentally the group plays with unmatched  
alacrity and taste. “

  One of this year’s headliner 
bands will be the New Reeltime 
Travelers. The original Reeltime 
Travelers formed in Johnson City, 
Tennessee in 1998 and played  
our festival. Two members of that 
band, Roy Andrade (banjo) and 
Thomas Sneed (mandolin), have 
formed the new version of the 
band with acclaimed singer, song-
writer, and guitarist Carol Elizabeth 
Jones and multi-instrumentalist  
Ben Winship. 
 The original Reeltime Travelers 
formed in Johnson City, Tennessee 
in 1998 just as old-time music was 
beginning to receive a wave of due 
acknowledgement and increased 
global attention. They quickly 
became one of the most widely 
heard old-time bands of all time, 
selling 60,000 CDs independent-
ly and touring nationally. High-
lights of their success included the 
Down From the Mountain tour 
(which highlighted music from 
Oh Brother Where Art Thou), the 
Great High Mountain Tour, The 
Grand Ole Opry and working with 
T-Bone Burnett on the soundtrack 
to Cold Mountain.

New Reeltime Travelers have  
managed to capture that energy and 
creativity while adding a few new 
spices to the sonic stew – drawing 
on the experience each musician 
has had performing, teaching and 
unearthing old-time music. As 
friends justify our passions, the 
coming together of these musicians 
is a jubilant expression of their col-
lective journey in traditional music.
 Roy Andrade plays banjo with 
NRT and is an influential player 
and teacher. He is a member of the 
faculty in Bluegrass, Old Time and 
Country Music Studies at East Ten-
nessee State University, where he 
works with the old-time music por-
tion of the program. He was lucky 
to spend many hours with the late 
Doc Watson and recently produced 
a book set of home recordings from 
the Doc Watson family.
 Carol Elizabeth Jones sings 
with a purity of the mountain  
region she grew up in. She has 
played rhythm guitar and added her 
voice to numerous wonderful old-
time ensembles including Garrison 
Keillor’s Hopeful Gospel Quar-
tet and Hazel Dickens. She also 

writes spellbinding songs in the  
Appalachian mountain style. 
 Ben Winship is a multi-in-
strumentalist, songwriter, producer 
and recording engineer. His talents 
have graced many stages through-
out the U.S. and Europe, but espe-
cially in his rocky mountain home, 
where his performances over the 
decades with Loose Ties, Kane’s 
River and Growling Old Men have 
been a major contribution to the 
growth and popularity of bluegrass 
and stringband music in the Rocky 
Mountains. 
 Thomas Sneed has sung and 
played his mandolin in remote 
foreign corners of the world:  
everywhere from the Himalayas 
to Alaska to the Grand Old Opry.  
His passion for chasing old songs 
and stories culminated in a  
friendship with National Heritage 
Fellowship Award winning fiddler 
Ralph Blizard.
 They will be joined in Grass 
Valley by Kaliah Yeagle on fiddle 
and Sharon Gilchrist on bass.  
The Travelers will perform two sets 
on stage and will also play for a 
square dance.

New Reeltime Travelers

Gibson Brothers 
Leigh Gibson (vocals, guitar), Eric Gibson (vocals, banjo, guitar), Mike 
Barber (bass), Clayton Campbell (fiddle), Jesse Brock (mandolin)

Gibson Brothers

New Reeltime Travelers 

 One Button Suit is an exciting, hand-stitched, Sacramen-
to-based string band that offers up tunes especially tailored for our  
California climate. They feature a unique blend of established  
musicians expertly weaving the traditional and funky tones of the 
past and present; with a repertoire of originals and bluegrass familiars  
hinting at unconventionality.
 Whether it’s out on the town or simply lounging round 
the patio, we’re sure this flexible ensemble will give you hours  
of carefree comfort! Your One Button Suit features Brian Burke 
on lead guitar, Tom Shewmake on mandolin and vocals, and 
Casey Lipka on bass. Tim Tobias plays guitar and sings while  
Melissa Lincoln brings the entire outfit together with her fiddle  
and vocals.

One Button Suit

CBA’s California  
Showcase Act

One Button Suit
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 For the 25th year in a row 
the Kids on Bluegrass will be 
performing once again on the 
main stage at the Fathers Day 
Festival in Grass  Valley on  
Friday at 4:55PM and on Sat-
urday at 4:55 PM. Under the 
direction of Frank Solivan and 
his staff, The Kids on Bluegrass 
(KOB) have provided some great  
entertainment over the years 
and promises to do so again  
this year! 
 Over the years, we have 
watched many of these kids 
grow up into world class per-
formers that we are all proud of. 
There is no doubt in my mind 
that the time spent in the  Kids 
on Bluegrass program is very 

instrumental in kids developing 
not only their musicianship but 
their self confidence and self es-
teem. Today, because of this pro-
gram, we can watch future blue-
grass stars in the making, more 
kids that may someday grace our 
stages as professional performers. 
 You are also welcome to 
stop by the rehearsal area in the 
tent area to watch how we put 
this show together. Rehearsals 
begin on Thursday morning 
at10:00 am and continue until 
to the last show on Saturday. If 
you have a child  that might like 
to participate please bring them 
to meet with Frank Solivan. 
Please join us for the Kids  
On Bluegrass! 

Kids On Bluegrass

KOB play  twice at   our   festival: 
Friday and Saturday at 4:55p 
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 Rocky Neck Bluegrass Band is a Southern California 
based group featuring Devitt Feeley, Lydia Veilleux, and Craig  
Ferguson who got their start in 2009 by winning first place in 
the 2009 Topanga Banjo Fiddle Contest Band Division.  The 
band has continued on their initial success, taking first place in 
the 2012 CBA Great 48 Showcase Showdown and performing 
as a crowd favorite at California Bluegrass Festivals.  Bluegrass 
education and community outreach is very important to Rocky 
Neck Bluegrass Band and they can often be found teaching 
workshops, kids’ camps, and private lessons to further the tradi-
tion of bluegrass music as a part of American culture. The band 
made their first self-titled EP in 2010 and released their first  
full-length album “Bluegrass Stomp” in the Fall of 2015.  

 The Roustabouts are a hard 
drivin’ bluegrass band from the 
Southern San Joaquin Valley of 
California. Hailing from Bakers-
field California and the surround-
ing areas The Roustabouts play in 
the traditional style and honor the 
pioneers of bluegrass music. They 
also pay homage to the creators of 
the Bakersfield Sound and their 
“grassed up” renditions of classics 
from that era are crowd favorites. 
Tight three and four part vocal 
harmony and hot picking is what 
you can expect when you attend a 
Roustabouts show.
 Craig Wilson Guitar/Mando-
lin/ Vocals:  Craig hails from Ba-
kersfield California and has been 
playing bluegrass music since his 
teens.  An accomplished man-
dolin player with bands such as 
Stoney Point and Pacific Crest, 
Craig switched to guitar and han-
dles most of the singing and guitar 

work for the Roustabouts.  Craig is 
also a luthier and builds very fine 
Loar-style mandolins under the 
Wilson name.
Shawn Criswell Banjo/Vocals:  
Shawn makes his home in Visalia 
California and plays the 5 string 
banjo.   Shawn’s early encoun-
ter with Scott Vestal and Terry  
Baucaum shaped Shawn’s approach 
to playing the banjo.  Shawn  
also sings most of the baritone 
parts for Roustabouts. 
 Brian Hacker Doghouse Bass/
Vocals: Brian lives in Exeter Cali-
fornia and has been playing blue-
grass for years in local bluegrass 
bands around the San Joaquin Val-
ley. Brian has played with High-
way 65, Groundspeed, and others. 
Brian’s great tone and solid rhythm 
provide the foundation to The 
Roustabouts music.  Brian also 
sings bass on our gospel numbers.
Kelvin Gregory Mandolin/Gui-

tar/Vocals:  Kelvin resides in Ba-
kersfield California and has been 
playing bluegrass music off and on 
since the early 80’s. Originally a bass 
player, Kelvin made the switch to 
mandolin and played with High-
way 65 prior to The Roustabouts.  
Kelvin plays in the Monroe style 
and loves the “high lonesome 
sound” of the bluegrass pioneers.  
Kelvin also sings tenor parts in the 
band.
 Paul Lee Fiddle/Vocals: Paul 
lives in Arroyo Grande California 
and is recognized as one of the top 
bluegrass fiddle players in the west.  
His soulful playing is just what 
the doctor ordered and his break-
downs will have you tapping your 
toes.  Paul has played and toured 
with many bands including Open 
Road, and the Del Williams Band.  
Paul is also a fiddle instructor and 
judge at fiddle contests.

 Danny Paisley and The South-
ern Grass continue to be deeply 
rooted in tradition, but look to  
the future with enthusiasm and  
anticipation. 
 Since Danny’s father Bob 
Paisley (founder of Southern 
Grass) passed away in 2004, Dan-
ny Paisley and The Southern Grass 
have made their own niche in the 
bluegrass world. Their album, The 
Room Over Mine, earned acco-
lades, and the song, “Don’t Throw 
Mama’s Flowers Away” won the 
2009 IBMA Award for Song of 
the Year and have garnered several 
IBMA nominations for Emerging 
Artist of The Year, Male Vocalist of 
the Year, Album of the Year. Their 
list of notable festivals and events 
include: Rocky Grass, Grey Fox, 
Grass Valley, Del Fest, Wind Gap, 
Delaware Valley Bluegrass Festival 
and more.

 With Danny Paisley on guitar 
Southern Grass continues the fam-
ily tradition adding Danny’s son 
Ryan on mandolin, the next gen-
eration of up and coming pickers. 
Southern Grass welcomes back TJ 
Lundy (after a brief hiatus) as the 
band’s fiddler. TJ Lundy is a high-
ly respected fiddler bridging the 
gap between old time fiddling and 
bluegrass music. TJ is a warehouse 
of fiddle tunes! 
 Southern Grass also includes:
Mark Delaney (formerly with 
Randy Waller and the Country 
Gentlemen, and Darren Beach-
ley & Legends of the Potomac) 
on banjo; and Eric Troutman on 
bass. Eric Troutman (from Gratz, 
PA) on bass, who started pickin at 
the age of 9, when his grandfather 
gave him a mandolin. As a mem-
ber of The Southern Grass, Eric is 
not only known for his driving bass 

playing but also for his fine lead 
and tenor singing.
 Danny Paisley and the 
Southern Grass play powerful,  
unadorned, and intense tradition-
al bluegrass. Their combination of 
instrumentation and vocals convey 
the energy and emotion of clas-
sic bluegrass and country music. 
Danny’s lead vocals will captivate 
your senses, so much so that many 
prominent musicians, including 
Alison Krauss, have considered 
Danny as one of their favorite sing-
ers.   His voice combines power-
ful range and soulful blues with a 
sound like no one else in bluegrass 
today.
 Danny grew up listening to 
the music his father Bob played 
and enjoyed hearing— the sounds 
of classic bluegrass like Red Allen, 
Mac Martin, Bill Monroe, the 
Stanleys, Reno and Smiley, and 

the Osbornes, as well as old time 
mountain music and tradition-
al country music. Danny Paisley, 
born in Landenberg, PA in 1959, 
inherited the love and talent of this 
music and is proud to continue the 

family tradition. Gathering fans at 
each event, Danny Paisley and The 
Southern Grass, look forward with 
renewed energy as they bring their 
unique sound to audiences near 
and far.

Danny Paisley & the Southern Grass

Rocky Neck Bluegrass Band

The Roustabouts 

CBA’s California Showcase ActCBA’s California  
Showcase Act

Danny Paisley & the Southern Grass 

Rocky Neck  
Bluegrass Band

The Roustabouts 
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 Since Frank Solivan left the 
cold climes of Alaska for the blue-
grass hotbed of Washington, D.C., 
he’s built a reputation as a monster 
mandolinist — and become a ma-
jor festival attraction with his band, 
Dirty Kitchen. Solivan, with ban-
joist Mike Munford, 2013 IBMA 
Banjo Player of the Year, award 
winning guitarist Chris Luquette 
and bassist Jeremy Middleton, 
simmer a bluegrass/newgrass stew 
from instrumental, vocal and song-
writing skills so hot, they’ve been 
named Washington Area Music 
Association’s Best Bluegrass Band 
of the Year for four consecutive years.
Frank Solivan
 At the highest levels of acous-
tic musicianship exists a mystery 
— the mystery of tone, taste and  
timing… It can best be illustrat-
ed by giving a good musician a 
good instrument and asking him 
to briefly strum, pick, bow. Then, 
by way of comparison, hand that 
very same instrument to a GREAT  

musician and ask for the same.
It is a phenomenon that manifests 
itself every time that Frank Solivan 
picks up a mandolin, guitar or 
violin. In Frank’s hands, these  
instruments take on a life of their 
own. You hear power. You hear 
volume. You hear crispness, clarity,  
timing and taste. All combined with  
passion and drive. 
 Mike Munford
Mike is one of the hidden treasures 
of the five string banjo world. Mike 
grew up in the sixties and seventies 
in the bluegrass hotbed of Balti-
more and D.C. and assimilated just 
about everything that all the great 
players in that area could offer. 
 Jeremy Middleton
Jeremy Middleton grew up on the 
outskirts of Cincinnati, Ohio. Sur-
rounded by a family of professional 
musicians and vocalists, it wasn’t 
long before he absorbed some of 
that talent, and he toured Western 
Europe at the age of 10 as a mem-
ber of the Cincinnati Boychoir. By 

15, Dad was hauling Jeremy out 
of bed on school nights to play on 
nightclub gigs – and by 18, Jeremy 
had auditioned and left home to 
join the US Army Band Program.
 After 10 years in the Army and 
a deployment to Iraq, he switched 
to the US Navy Music Program, 
spending 5 years with the US Navy 
Band Country Current. Frank and 
Jeremy briefly crossed paths in 
Country Current, but made fast 
friends – and with Frank’s help, 
Jeremy quickly found himself im-
mersed in the DC bluegrass scene 
and was an original member of DC 
favorites Big Chimney.
 Jeremy retired from Country 
Current in 2014, he moved his 
family to Nashville and contin-
ued playing with some of the fin-
est musicians in the country. He 
has been lucky enough to play 
with the likes of Rickie Simpkins, 
Akira Otsuka, Avril Smith, Becky  
Warren and The Great Unknowns, 
and The Tim McDonald Band  
featuring Johnny Hiland.
 Chris Luquette
Chris is one of the hardest work-
ing musicians from the Seattle 
music scene. ulti-instrumentalist is 
equally at home playing mandolin, 
drums, bass, electric guitar, banjo, 
and Greek bouzouki! In addition, 
Chris was a founding member of 
Seattle based, Northern Depar-
ture, and has found himself sitting 
in with Jerry Douglas, Emmylou 
Harris, Rob Ickes and many others. 
Don’t miss an opportunity to hear 
him shred his Martin guitar in half!

 From the pastoral hills,  
hollers, shopping malls and inter-
state highways of Goodlettsville 
Tennessee, home of Bill Monroe, 
Bashful Brother Oswald, String-
bean, Grandpa Jones, Keith Whit-
ley and some living country music 
performers, comes the most enter-
taining “blast from the past” since 
Lester Moran and the Cadillac 
Cowboys. They’re the Tennessee 
Mafia Jug Band– five guys and a 

scrubboard, with roots like wisdom 
teeth.
 Li’l Mikey Armistead:    
Although small in stature, he’s got 
more show bidness brains in his 
whole body than most folks have 
in their little finger.   Mike plays 
a Martin guitar or two, just not at 
the same time, and sings lead and 
HIGH tenor (and getting higher 
all the time). Mike is striving to fill 
the size 22 shoes of his late dad,  

 Lonesome Lester Armistead, 
who helped create the Jug Band 
and its signature look and sound. 
Steeped in the tradition of his late 
dad and Bashful Brother Oswald 
he really brings the goods folks. 
 Ernie “Sir Cecil” Sykes:   Ern 
is from Long Gisland NY but has 
kicked around Nashville for de-
cades with his big bass fiddle and 
bag of good ol’ country songs.    
Ern likes to tell folks that he has 
been a true bluegrass pro; with Bill 
Monroe’s Blue Grass Boys, with 
Don Reno, and with the Blue-
grass Cardinals. If you hear vague  
muttering from the back of the 
stage during their show, you can 
be sure it’s Ernie making wiseacre 
asides (behinds?). 
 Handsome Dan Kelly: What 
can you say about this fiddling 
hunk from Pennsylvania, that 
doesn’t just increase his appeal 
to the ladies?   Well, he’s a great  
fiddle teacher.   He LOVES to 
jam with pickers at Jug Band  
personal appearances at bluegrass 
festivals. He’s won all kinds of  

fiddle contests in the US and Can-
ada. He was a member of Roy 
Acuff’s Smokey Mountain Boys, 
taking the place of his mentor and 
hero, Howdy Forrester.   Dan does 
not sing, for fear that the ladies 
would rush the stage. 
 Mike Webb:   Mike plays 
the Dobro ™ steel guitar (a gui-
tar fretted in the Hawaiian man-
ner, according to liner notes on 
an old Flatt & Scruggs LP) and 
the old clawhammer banjo.   He 
learned his comedy and Dobro ™ 
craft at the knees of his hero and 
mentor, Bashful Brother Oswald 
of Roy Acuff’s Smokey Mountain 
Boys. Mike played Dobro ™ for  
Wilma Lee Cooper on the Grand 
Ol’ Opry. Although Os was  
ALWAYS smiling, surely he’s smil-
ing down on his protégé every time 
he takes the stage with the Jug 
Band.  Mike likes to lord it over the 
rest of the band members for be-
ing the most popular, as he actually 
won election to office in his home 
county in Tennessee. And as we all 
know, politics is just a popularity 

contest and therefore he might 
just be THE most popular man in 
country music. 
 Leroy Troy:   The Sultan of 
Goodlettsville, the Most Popular 
Man in Country Music, the ol’ 
Tennessee Slicker hisownself, plays 
banjo, ukulele and a contrivance he 
calls “the washing machine”. Since 
the Knoxville World’s Fair in 1982 
(who could forget that?) Leroy has 
been a professional hillbilly musi-
cian. He learned his trade working 
with the Bailes Brothers (long ago 
members of the Grand Ol’ Opry).   
He knows about every banjo 
“monkeyshine” that Uncle Dave 
Macon ever performed.   He’s a 
good flat-foot dancer. He can really 
work over a crowd! Troy has logged 
the most tv time in the band; from 
Hee Haw, to Outsiders Inn (who 
could forget that?), to the Marty 
Stuart Show on RFD where he’s a 
featured guest nearly every week. 
Also, Troy now has a bona fide 
hillbilly commune in the hills and 
hollers of Goodlettsville.
   

CBA’s 2016 Emerging Artist

Tennessee Mafia Jug Band 

Jeff Scroggins and Colorado

Frank Solivan and Dirty Kitchen 

Jeff Scroggins  
and Colorado

Frank Solivan  
and Dirty Kitchen 

Tennessee Mafia Jug Band 

 Jeff Scroggins and Colorado 
is a high energy, high mountain 
“bluegrass explosion,” that fea-
tures the amazing banjo play-
ing of Jeff Scroggins. Jeff’s fiery 
style and lightning fast licks have 
earned him many fans worldwide, 
and have left many a first time  
listener in stunned disbelief! It also  
features the award winning man-
dolin playing of Jeff’s son Tristan 
Scroggins. Tristan is also an ac-
complished songwriter, and his 
and Jeff’s original instrumentals 
play a large role in the band’s 
unique and energetic sound. The 
band also features incredible blue-
grass vocals, led by the powerful 
voice of front man Greg Blake. 
Greg has twice been nominated 
for SPBGMA’s “Traditional Male 
Vocalist of the Year” award and his 
phenomenal bluegrass guitar play-
ing has earned him 9 nominations 
and an amazing 5 consecutive 

wins as SPBGMA’s Guitarist of 
the Year! Rounding out the band 
with harmony vocals on fiddle is 
Portland, OR native, Ellie Hakan-
son and award winning musician 
on multiple instruments, Isaac 
Callender, playing the bass.
 In addition to providing 
quality musical entertainment, 
Jeff Scroggins and Colorado is also 
known for getting offstage and 
diving right into the campground 
jams. Getting to play music with 
other folks all over the world is 
the best park of our job and we 
treasure the opportunity to jam 
at every festival we go to. In our 
continued effort to pass bluegrass 
on generation to generation and 
region to region across the world 
we also take every opportunity  
to teach workshops, play blue-
grass in schools and be a part of  
the teaching staff at camps all over 
the world.
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Wednesday night at Vern’s
All-Stars All Around!

This year’s Wednesday night show on the Vern’s Stage bridges the 
gap between the CBA Music Camp and the CBA Father’s Day 
Bluegrass Festival and will be nothing but All-Stars!
The show opens with a short set by “The Music Camp Volunteers 
All-Stars” band, made up of the volunteers who assisted the Music 
Camp instructors and directors, doing everything from accompa-
nying music and vocal demonstrations to moving chairs, putting 
up shade structures and making copies.
The main act for the evening is “The Father’s Day Bluegrass  
Festival All-Stars” who areactually stars in three separate  
categories: CBA Music Camp instructors, CBAFather’s Day  
Bluegrass Festival Performers, and Young Bluegrass, Old-Time, 
and Gospel Music Professionals.
The five members of the FDF All-Stars represent five powerhouse 
bands thathave graced the CBA stage or will have soon:

• Bill Evans, banjoist for Crary, Evans, and Spurgin
• Chris Luquette, guitarist for Frank Solivan & Dirty Kitchen
• Dan Booth, ex-bassist for Dirty Kitchen and  

for the Kathy Kallick Band
•  Kalia Yeagle, fiddler for the New Reeltime Travelers
• Tristan Scroggins, mandolinist for Jeff Scroggins  

and Colorado

Don’t miss this once-in-a-lifetime combination of young talent!
Kalia Yeagle of the New Reeltime Travelers  
is among the All-Star band, performing on  

the Vern’s Stage on Wednesday evening.

And to kick everything off..... 

 Famously crowned as “The 
New Queen of Bluegrass” by the 
Wall Street Journal, and the most 
decorated artist in that field. 
Vincent’s music incorporates  
savvy contemporary touches while  
drawing deeply from the authentic  
traditions of classic blue-
grass, with a flawless band 
that can execute break-neck  
instrumentals to heart wrenching 
ballads. With over eighty awards 
to their name, Rhonda Vincent 
and the Rage is the most celebrated 
band in bluegrass. 
 “Rhonda Vincent - A band-
leader who ranks with Bill Mon-

roe and Ricky Skaggs when it 
comes to inventiveness, virtuosity 
and discipline, Vincent played 
to each of her band member’s 
strengths, urging them along with 
her own driving excellence as a 
vocalist, mandolinist and fiddler.”  
- CMT News 
 HUNTER BERRY is known 
far and wide as an award winning, 
top rated fiddle player. Bar none, he 
is known as the best of the best! His 
mischievous personality keeps any-
one who knows him, on their toes; 
a trait he clearly inherited from 
his mother, Sherry Berry. Though 
the fiddle is his main stay; he can 

play anything. His mandolin style 
is unique; and he has that special 
touch on any instrument he plays; 
from the guitar to the autoharp. It 
was years after he joined The Rage, 
that we discovered his vocal vir-
tuosity. Hunter can sing any part, 
just as he plays any instrument. 
This versatility in music, voice, and 
song, along with his spontaneous 
improv, make every show exciting 
and unique. He’s the senior mem-
ber of The Rage, not in age, but in 
longevity. Joined January 1, 2002.
 BRENT BURKE is one of 
the greatest dobro players in the 
world of music! His maturity as 
a player far exceeds his young 
age. Born and raised in Pell City,  
Alabama; his grandfather fixed up 
a old guitar for Brent to play as a 
dobro. Brent excelled on the in-
strument, and soon he received his 
first real resophonic guitar.  His tal-
ent was especially obvious to those 
who would see Brent perform with 
his family band; which consisted 
of his siblings and grandpa John. 
Brent is also an accomplished 
singer. He perfected his vocals and  
instrumentation during his col-
lege years at East Tennessee State 
University. He made History 
when he became the first per-
son to receive a Bachelor of Arts  
Degree in Bluegrass, Old Time, 

and Country Music. He joined The 
Rage after graduating, and now 
lives in Nashville, TN with his wife 
Tensel and labradoodle named Ol-
iver. Brent is the first dobro player 
to join The Rage, joining the group 
January 1, 2012.
 MICKEY HARRIS has 
emerged as one of the most sought 
after musicians in bluegrass music! 
His skill set reaches far beyond his 
musicianship. He grew up in a mu-
sical family around the Nashville, 
TN area. Murfreesboro, TN is 
his hometown. Mickey is steeped 
rich in musical heritage, perform-
ing on his Uncle Carl Tipton’s TV 
Show, which was a popular stop 
for Grand Ole Opry Stars.  Mickey 
grew up watching, listening, and 
learning from his family; his Aunt 
Sophie and Grandma Louise pro-
viding a constant environment of 
musical influence, as they nurtured 
his talents with the love of family.
Mickey knows thousands of songs, 
and can easily host his own show 
with his wide array of songs.
He quickly learned as he began re-
ceiving calls as a teenager to join 
many bands, that the bass was the 
instrument that would keep him 
employed as a musician. Mickey 
is one of the most talented people 
I’ve ever known.  
 AARON MCDARIS is one 

of THE premier banjo players in 
today’s world of bluegrass music! 
He possesses a rare intuition of 
knowing when to play, and how to 
provide the perfect accent around 
a singer.  Aaron can also step front 
and center with a driving force, 
as he displays in a song he wrote  
titled “All About The Banjo”.    
Even through his attendance in  
college; he yearned to be on the 
road, performing, and playing 
bluegrass music. He studied Ag-
ricultural Science at Missouri 
State in Springfield, MO. Born in 
Hartville, MO, he now lives in the 
Nashville, TN area with his wife 
Amy, and two children.   
 JOSH WILLIAMS is a mu-
sician that can be anything he 
chooses to be! He’s led his own 
band. He’s performed with some 
of the most accomplished mu-
sicians in the world, and never 
failing to equal their talent on 
whatever instrument he plays. 
Whether as a solo performer, 
standing center stage with only his 
voice and guitar; or as a support-
ing band member; Josh Williams 
is as good as it gets! When he first 
joined The Rage, I watched as he 
would pick up an instrument, and  
completely absorb himself in that 
instrument; bringing out the best 
of tones and of himself. 

Rhonda Vincent and the Rage 

Rhonda Vincent and the Rage 
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Father’s Day Festival  
Kid Fest Program
See Kid Fest schedule - page P-16
 Once again this year the California Bluegrass Association will host KidFest, a way-fun 
children’s program at the 2016 Father’s Day Bluegrass Festival, June 16-19.  There will be 
tons of crafts, games, sand and water play, lemonade making, tie dye, face painting and all 
within earshot of the incredible bluegrass going on at the Main Stage. 
    KidFest is under the direction of Kathleen Rushing who is also Director of the Fun-
Grass program at CBA Music Camp, June 12-15. Kathleen is a retired Kindergarten/Music  
Specialist and is known for her fun Bingo Schmingo Music www.bingoschmingo.com  
 KidFest will be located in  the fenced-in, kid-friendly area behind the CBA t-shirt 
booth. Look for signs pointing the way.
    Activities are designed for ages 2-12.  Parents need to accompany their children as this 
is not day care. Tentative times will be from 12:00 PM - 3:00 PM on Thursday, 11:00 - 
3:00 on Friday and Saturday of the Father’s Day Bluegrass Festival.

CBA hosts scheduled slow jams
See Slow Jam schedule - page P-16

By Dan Martin 
 The Slow Jam is again being lead by Steve West and myself. It will happen Thursday- 
Saturday 3:30-5:00, inside the top gate in front of the gazebo near Vern’s Stage, look for 
the signs inside the gated area. Bring songs you want to sing or play.  We will be playing 
fiddle, gospel, and other popular jam songs. We will play them slowly at first, then faster 
after practice. Two or three chord songs, basic 1,4,5 tunes.  
 This is a slow jam mistakes are ok. We are here to learn and have fun. You don’t need 
to play a song perfectly. We will spend time discussing  jamming techniques. You should 
be able to play the basic chord for your instrument. If you are not sure you are ready, bring 
your instrument and either join the circle or sit in the back. You can pass on songs if you 
don’t feel comfortable. 
 We will provide some chairs but it may be wise to bring one with you. We look  
forward to picking with you. Let’s have some fun!

By Sharon L Elliott
     The Kids on Bluegrass program is a performance based program for kids between 
the ages of 4 to 17 who can play a bluegrass instrument and/or sing Bluegrass, Blue-
grass Gospel or Oldtime music without parental help. The children must know enough 
about their instrument that they can play at least several songs, have good timing, and 
are willing to work hard and learn with other kids. This is an exciting program that 
started over 25 years ago with some very talented young people who have become very 
well known over the years most recently Frank Solivan ll with his band Dirty Kitchen 
being nominated for a Grammy Award. His Father, Frank Solivan Sr. has been running 
the Kids on Bluegrass program for all these years and many really amazingly talented 
kids have come through this incredible program! 
     The rehearsals for the Kids on Bluegrass program are as follows:
         Thursday: 10:00 AM-Noon -- 1:00 PM- 5:00 PM
          Friday:     10:00 AM-Noon -- 1:00 PM- 4:00 PM
          Friday:      4:55 PM- Kids On Bluegrass Performance-Main Stage
          Saturday: 10:00 AM-Noon--1:00 PM-4:00 PM
          Saturday:  4:55 PM- Kids on Bluegrass Performance

      The KOB rehearsal takes place right on the corner of the road you come into the 
camp area after you cross the water ditch. We should have our Kids on Bluegrass ban-
ners up but most people know where we rehearse and we are very easy to find.  Frank 
usually arrives on Wednesday, so if you are there and want to participate, that is a good 
time to come and meet with Frank and play him a little tune so he can gauge what the 
ability level is and you will have a bit more time to get to know each other otherwise 
just show up at the rehearsal area by 10:00 AM on Thursday morning and please come 
prepared to have fun. If you are later that please just come on over when you get to 
the festival. We do NOT teach children to play music but we work with the kids and 
create many different bands from the 30 to 50 kids we have and make sure that all of 
our kids get stage time to perform. They will learn how to use the mic, move on and 
off stage, move around the stage, and other aspects of stage performance. This is an 
intensive program and our kids form long and enduring relationships and not only do 
they have a great time but many come back year after year! 
      Frank and I and the rest of our team are looking forward to once again see our 
returning Kids on Bluegrass as well as meeting our new Kids on Bluegrass. 

Do you have a child who would 
like to participate in the Kids on 
Bluegrass Program?
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CBA’s 2016 IBMA Fundraiser Drawing

5th String Music Store
3184 N Street
Sacramento, CA

The Eagle II banjo is a whole new breed 
of banjo. It features the ground breaking, 
patent pending Twenty-Ten Tone Ring 
which is a completely original Deering 
design that is unlike any other tradition-
al tone ring. It produces a high quality 
sound that is versatile for many styles of 
playing. While the sound is uniquely Ea-
gle, it represents a refinement in the qual-
ity of banjo tone, something that allows 
the player to soar to new heights. It is per-
fect for the player who wants a profession-
al quality banjo that he can use for playing 
many styles of music. Played by Winston 
Marshall of Mumford & Sons.
Value: $2300.00

CREMONA SB-2 PREMIER STUDENT OUTFIT - 
BASS 3/4 Set-up to MENC Standards at our Cremona 

workshop in California, the SB-2 is our top 
selling upright bass for more than 15 years. 
Correct string height string spacing and neck 
relief for accurate finger positions and into-
nation. Select spruce top and maple back and 
sides for strength and durability, lightweight 
construction for better tone. Ebony finger-
board for beauty and playability. Nylon gigbag. 
Value: $1495.00

SCGC Tony Rice Model. This guitar delivers exactly what the contemporary 
flatpicking artist needs: substantial treble and midrange for rapid single-line 
lead, clean note separation for definition and the traditional bass boom with-
out the woofy bottom end of some of the venerable Pre-war dreadnoughts. 
Master grade Indian Rosewood and old Sitka Spruce give this instrument a 
professional presence at an attainable price. Value: $5,150.00.

Solid carved Sitka spruce top gives you clean articulation and 
a crisp, bright tone. Solid carved flamed maple back and sides 
for extra punch. Slim maple neck for comfortable, easy action
Radiused premium ebony fingerboard gives extra durability 
and striking good looks. High-gloss lacquer amberburst finish 
for vintage beauty and appeal.  Value:  $795.00

Please send me the following tickets for the CBA Fundraiser drawings.

No. of
Tickets No. of  

Purchased Tickets

1 Ticket $5.00
6 Tickets $25.00
14 Tickets $50.00
21 Tickets $75.00
30 Tickets $100.00

Please Print:
Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip Code:

Phone: Email:

CBA Instrument Drawing Ticket Order Form

Instrument

Send your donation, payable to the California Bluegrass Association (CBA) along with a
 self-addressed, stamped envelope to:

When purchasing multiple tickets, please indicate how many tickets you 
want for each instrument.

Drawing to be held durng the CBA Fall Campout, October 20, 2012. 
Need not be present to win

Martin Custom HD-28V Guitar
Deering Eagle II Banjo
Collings MT2 A-Model Mandolin
Cremona SV-1240 Violin Outfit
Cremona SV-3 Upright Bass
GoldTone PBS Resonator Guitar

Tickets, P.O. Box 1070, Boron, CA 93596

SV-130

Kentucky KM-505 Mandolin

SCGC Tony Rice Model Guitar

CREMONA SV130  PREMIER NOVICE VIOLIN

DEERING EAGLE II BANJO

KENTUCKY KM-505 ARTIST A-MODEL MANDOLIN

TONY RICE MODEL 
DREADNOUGHT GUITAR

Saga has always been a pioneer when it comes to making quality violins to meet the demands 
of the growing student market. While focusing primarily on quality and value to meet a 
specific price point, the new SV-130 Cremona Premier Novice Series violin was developed. 
Handcarved solid spruce top. Handcarved solid maple back and sides. Solid maple neck. Inlaid 
purfling. Ebony fingerboard, chinrest and fittings. A. Breton AB-112 quality Brazilwood bow 
with ebony frog and unbleached white horsehair. Lightweight shaped, arched-top suspension 
case with black exterior and green interior Retail value of $239.95

SB-2

Send this order form and check payable to the 
California Bluegrass Association (CBA)

along with a self-addressed stamped envelope by October 10 to:
Tickets, P.O.Box 1070, Boron, CA 93596

Drawing to be held at the CBA Fall Campout in Lodi on 
Saturday, October 22, 2016.

Need not be present to win.
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1:00-1:50   Rocky Neck Bluegrass Band

9:45-10:00a 
10:00-10:50a
11:00-11:50a
12:00-12:50p
12:50-2:55p

2:55-3:45p
3:55-4:45p
4:55-5:45p
5:50-7:45p

7:45-8:35p
8:45-9:35p
9:45-10:35

1:55-2:45   

5:50-6:40 

Steve Spurgin, Singer Songwriter

One Button Suit

10:00-10:50a
11:00-11:50a
12:00-12:50p
12:50-2:55p

2:55-3:45p
3:55-4:45p
4:45-4:55p
4:55-5:45p
5:45-7:05p 

7:00-7:50p
8:00-8:50p
9:00-9:50p

10:05-10:50p

One Button Suit
Crary, Evans and Spurgin
Blue & Lonesome
Lunch and Workshops

Jeff Scroggins and Colorado
Frank Solivan and Dirty Kitchen
Board Introductions
Kids on Bluegrass
Dinner and Workshops

Jeff Scroggins and Colorado
Blue & Lonesome
Rhonda Vincent and the Rage
Frank Solivan and Dirty Kitchen

12:50-1:25p
1:35-2:10p
2:20-2:55p

5:45-6:20p
6:30-7:05p

Piney Creek Weasels
Cliff Compton and Mountaintop
Blue Summit

Town Howlers
Eric Antrim & Scott Gates

12:55-1:45p
1:55-2:45p

5:50-6:40p

Barwick and Siegfried
The New Reeltime Travelers

The Bow Ties 

10:00-10:50a
11:00-11:50a
12:00-12:50p
12:50-2:50p

2:55-3:45p
3:55-4:45p
4:45-4:55p
4:55-5:45p
5:50-7:05p

7:05-7:55p
8:05-8:55p

9:05-9:55p
10:05-10:55p

The Bow Ties
Rocky Neck Bluegrass Band
The Tennessee Mafia Jug Band
Lunch and Workshops

Frank Solivan and Dirty Kitchen
The Gibson Brothers
Awards
Kids On Bluegrass
Dinner and Workshops

Blue & Lonesome    
Danny Paisley and   
The Southern Grass
Flatt Lonesome 
The Gibson Brothers

12:50-12:55

12:55-1:20p
1:30-2:00p
2:10-2:55p

5:45-6:20p
6:30-7:05p

Bill and Faye Downs Super
Volunteer Award for 2016
Buffalo Gals
Rambling Minors
Vivants

Pacific Drive
Brainstormers

 

12:55-1:45p
1:55-2:45

3:00-4:00

5:50-6:40p

10:00-10:50a
11:00-11:50a
12:00-12:50p

12:50-1:50p

2:00-2:50p
3:00-3:50p

12:50-1:20p
1:30-2:00p

Blue Deux
Grass Less Traveled

MAIN STAGE VERN’S STAGE
BLUEGRASS 

PIONEERS STAGE

F
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A
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A
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S

Vern’s serves beer from the 
Sierra Nevada Brewery and wine from the 
Guglielmo Winery from 11 AM to 10 PM.

The Bluegrass Pioneers Stage is located 
at the end of the row of food vendors.

Emcee - Rick Cornish

Emcee - Mike Tatar

Emcee - Jenny Williams

Emcee - John Boothroyd 
                (from down under)

Emcee - Lisa Burns

Emcee - Ray Edlund

Emcee - Eric Rice

Emcee - Chuck Poling

Emcee - Billy Patrone 

Pioneers Stage Emcees... 
Paul Sato and Dave Gooding!

Wednesday Night Festival Kickoff!

The California Bluegrass Association

The Music Camp Volunteers  
All-Stars 
The Father’s Day  
Bluegrass Festival All-Stars

4:00p CBA Music Camp Student 
Concert. FDF attendees 
welcome to attend!

12:55-1:25p
1:35-2:10p
2:20-2:55p

5:50-6:20p
6:30-7:00p

7:10-7:45

Flatt Lonesome
Danny Paisley &  
The Southern Grass
CBA Youth Academy Concert

The Roustabouts

Grasskickers
Skillet Licorice
Compost Mountain Boys

Grasslands
The Blue Jays
Maverick, a Bluegrass Duo

T
H
U
R
S
D
A
Y

8:00-8:35p 

8:45-9:30p

SQUARE DANCE!!!  Whitney Pavilian
6:30-7:30p  - The New Reeltime Travelers

Marsha Goodman Crawford calling 

SQUARE DANCE!!!  Whitney Pavilian
6:45-8:15 - The Tennessee Mafia Jug Band

Marsha Goodman Crawford calling

The Roustabouts
Flatt Lonesome
Danny Paisley  
& The Southern Grass
Lunch

The Tennessee Mafia Jug 
The Gibson Brothers

Emcee Suzanne Suwanda

Opening Comments
Barwick & Siegfried
The New Reeltime Travelers
Crary, Evans and Spurgin
Lunch and Workshops
 

Music Camp All-Stars
Jeff Scroggins and Colorado
Rhonda Vincent and the Rage
Dinner and Workshops

Crary, Evans and Spurgin
The New Realtime Travelers
Rhonda Vincent and the Rage

Emcee - Marcos Alvira 
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WORKSHOPS
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• “BEGINNING OLD TIME BANJO WORKSHOP”  Learn to play basic 
old-time 2-finger picking and clawhammer (frailing) banjo, even if you’re a 
total beginner. Hands-on workshop--  Bring your banjo for the best learn-
ing experience.  
Presenter: Dave Magram and Chip Curry  Site: Old Maintenance Shop. 
Area D
• “THE FUNDAMENTALS OF BLUEGRASS GUITAR” Mike will teach 
you the fundamentals of bluegrass guitar playing starting from basic 
rhythm techniques to more advanced rhythm to backup vocals and other 
instruments in a jam or band situation. Mike will also discuss his approach 
to building solos to vocal tunes.  
Presenter: Mike Wilhoyte Site: Over By The Entry Gate. Area I.

FRIDAY - 5:45-7:00 PM

• “BANJO SET-UP” The basic banjo adjustments and how they affect 
playability and tone. 
Presenter: Greg Deering Site: Deering Banjo Display Tent. Area A.
• “RHYTHM GUITAR IN A STRINGBAND” Learn rhythm guitar techniques 
from one who really knows.Bring your guitar. 
Presenter : Tom Sauber Site: Back Stage Area. Area B.
• “SONGWRITING IN THE OLD TIME COUNTRY STYLE” Write songs that 
say what you want them to say and yet sound timeless and traditional. Learn 
musical elements to create gems that will move your audience to tears, laughter, 
all stops in between. Bring a pad and paper, a recording device if you have it 
and song ideas.  
Presenter: Mark Graham Site: Old Maintenance Shop. Area D.
• “BEYOND I-V-1, A BASS WORKSHOP”  Bring your bass!  We will cover 
the bassist’s role in a band, and talk about how to change up the bass line 
while enhancing the music.   All levels welcome.   
Presenters: Lisa Burns Site: By Stage Right. Area E.
• “MONROE STYLE MANDOLIN” Old time blurgrass mandolin. Come learn 
from one of the best. Bring your mandolin  
Presenter: Patrick Sauber Site: By Ponderosa Hall. Area G.
• “ADVENTURES IN BANJO SET UP & ADJUSTMENT” Tying the mechanics 
to the sound and playing experience  
Presenter: Monte Hendricks  Site: Luthier’s Pavilion. Area H.
• “AUTOHARP:  TRAVIS-STYLE RHYTHM” Merle Travis Country-Bluegrass 
Rhythm Styles.  All Levels.  
Presenter: Tina Louise Barr Site: Over By The Entry Gate. Area I.
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FRIDAY - 12:50-2:55 PM

• “BRING YOUR BANJO FOR INSPECTION” Greg Deering will personally go 
over your banjo with you. He will help you with the fine points of making your 
banjo work its very best for you.  
Presenter: Greg Deering  Site: Deering Banjo Display Tent. Area A
• “FLATPICKING “SALLY ANN” GUITAR WORKSHOP”.  All levels welcome - 
Please bring your guitar and a flatpick. All participants can take home a handout 
with notes and tablature.   
Presenter: Craig Ferguson from Rockyneck Bluegrass band  Site: Back Stage Area. 
Area B.
• “BASIC BLUEGRASS BANJO BACKUP WORKSHOP” Learn to play backup 
behind bluegrass vocalists and instrumentalists. Hands-on workshop-- Bring 
your banjo for the best learning experience.  
Presenter: Dave Magram & Chip Curry Site: Old Maintenance Shop. Area D.
• “OLD TIME DROP-THUMB BANJO” 
Basic clawhammer and frailing banjo style. Bring your banjos. You will be a frail-
ure at the end of this class. All levels welcome.  
Presenter: Carl Pagter Site: By Stage Right. Area E. 

• “ORNAMENTATION TO FANCY UP YOUR FIDDLE TUNES” An introduction 
to melodic improvisation. Topics covered will be slides, double stops, upper and 
lower neighbor tones, simple and complex turns, harmonics, and rhythmic 
variations. Please bring your fiddle and all levels and ages welcome.  
Presenter: Lydia Veilleux, Rockyneck Bluegrass band Site: Over By The Entry Gate. 
Area I.
• “HOW TO ASSESS A STRING BASS BEFORE PURCHASE”  Whether a 
bass sounds good or not is a matter of preference, but its general health and 
playability is easily known through a few simple observations. Some problems 
are easily remedied, and others are virtually terminal. Luthier and bass tech 
Bruce Sexauer (est. 1967) will share the same techniques he uses himself  
when looking over a bass for acquisition, assessment, or repair in his Petaluma 
shop, thestringbass.com.  
Presenter: Bruce Sexauer Site: Luthier’s Pavilion. Area H.
• “DEALING WITH STAGE FRIGHT”  Some of us who play music for an au-
dience may experience stage fright. In this workshop you will learn a practical 
technique to help manage stress and reduce anxiety, muscular tension and 
adrenalin when you’re performing.  
Presenter: Andrew Gootnick  Site: By Ponderosa Hall. Area G.
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SATURDAY - 12:50-2:55 PM

 

• “CROSSPICKING GUITAR” What is crosspicking anyway? Here’s the 
definition: a technique for playing the guitar using a flatpick in a rolling, 
syncopated style across three strings. This is a quick overview of the what, 
and a little taste of the how! We’ll look at the right AND left hands, and 
how they work together to produce this fun sound. Bring your guitar, and a 
medium-to-heavy gauge flatpick. This is a hands-on workshop.  
Presenter: Kathy Barwick   Site: Back Stage. Area B
• “AUTOHARP:  TUNE-UP SESSION AND BASIC STRUMS” ESSEN-
TIALS NEEDED FOR WORKSHOP:  Good Condition Autoharp, Chromatic 
Electronic Tuner, Flatpick, and Autoharp Tuning Wrench.  Bring small 
folding table if you wish. 
 Presenter: Tina Louise Barr   Site: Over By The Entry Gate. Area I.

••••THE FOLLOWING 2 WORKSHOPS BEGIN AT 1:45 PM••••

• “DAN CRARY IS YOUR GUITAR MAN” A workshop that works and 
helps you become a better player. Dan will give you some great informa-
tion about more progress in less time, more joy and less agony, and a 
lot of inside pro stuff you’ll enjoy. For all levels, no instruments required.  
Presenter: Dan Crary  Site: Old Maintenance Shop. Area D.
• “BLUEGRASS BANJO JAM SURVIVAL SKILLS” Bring your banjo and 
gain more confidence playing with others in bands and jams. Roll pattern 
backup, vamping, playing in different keys and more from the author of 
Bluegrass Banjo For Dummies. For all levels!   
Presenter: Bill Evans  Site: By Ponderosa Hall. Area G.
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THURSDAY - 12:50-2:55 PM

SEE FOLLOWING PAGE FOR MAP  
OF WORKSHOP LOCATIONS

• “BANJO WORKSHOP” Come learn from Rhonda Vincent’s trusted  
master of the banjo. 
Presenter:Aaron McDaris Site: Old Maintenance Shop. Area D.
• “BASS WORKSHOP” Mickey has worked with The Rage as Rhonda’s 
time-keeper for years and now he will teach you what makes the bass in  
a fine bluegrass band.
Presenter: Mickey Harris Site: By Stage Right. Area E.
• “FIDDLE WORKSHOP” Come learn from a master, Rhonda’s right 
hand man, Hunter Berry!  
Presenter: Hunter Berry  Site: By Ponderosa Hall. Area G.
• “DOBRO WORKSHOP” If you want to know how the dobro is played 
right, come sit in with  Rhonda Vincent’s trusted master.  
Presenter: Brent Burke  Site: Over By The Entry Gate. Area I.
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THURSDAY - 5:45-6:45 PM

• “PLAYING BANJO WITH GOOD TONE, TIMING AND VOLUME Banjo set-up: 
Using a good quality head, head tension, quality bridge, with correct height/neck 
angle. Good strings, light gauge vs. medium gauge. Right hand position, relaxed, 
play from first knuckle. Right hand attack, light vs. heavy pick to string contact. 
Practicing with a metronome. Stay on top of the notes. Produce an even sounding 
forward roll every time.The class is designed for intermediate to advanced levels.  
Attendees are encouraged to bring their instruments as this will be a “hands-
on” class.  
Presenter: Dick Brown. Site: Old Maintenance Shop. Area D.
• “HOW TO CHOOSE THE BEST GUITAR FOR YOU” Learn how to choose and 
evaluate the correct new or used guitar for your playing style and voice, and the 
repairs and maintenance that it will need over the years.  
Presenter: Sparkey Kramer, Randall Kramer Guitars Site: Luthier’s Pavilion. Area H.

• “FRANK SOLIVAN & DIRTY KITCHEN FULL BAND WORKSHOP” Ever  
want to know how a professional band rehearses or works up songs for a  
performance? In this workshop you’ll get to see the inner-workings of how FS&DK 
chooses material, arranges songs and when the right time in the set is  
to perform it. Not only will they touch on how to find and stack harmony parts  
and address when and where to solo, but they will address volume, dynamics and 
groove. Everyone that plays music with others is encouraged to attend.  
They will walk away with new ideas and ways to approach playing with others.  
Presenter: Frank Solivan and the Band  Site: By Ponderosa Hall. Area G.
• “BEGINNING BLUEGRASS GUITAR WORKSHOP” You know the chords, want 
to learn the basics of bluegrass guitar.  Runs, walks,”boom-chuck.”   
Bring your guitar, lets have some fun.  Written materials provided.  
Presenter: Bill Jirsa Site: Over By The Entry Gate. Area I.
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SATURDAY - 5:45-6:45 PM
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Please!
Drop by the CBA 
membership booth!

WORKSHOP LOCATIONS
Area A:  Deering Banjo 
 Display Tent. 

Area B: Back Stage Area. 

Area C: By Old Administration 
 Building

Area D: Old Maintenance Shop

Area E: By Stage Right. Area 

Area F:  Northern Mines Building

Area G: By Ponderosa Hall

Area H: Luthier’s Pavilion

Area I:  Over By 
 The Entry Gate

Area J:  Behind Sound Board

Area K: Pioneers Stage

Area L:  Youth Academy Location

Area M: Square Dance Location 

Area N: KidFest

ACTIVITIES
Kid Fest Schedule

Note: Day Care is not provided. 
Parents need to accompany kids. 

Lots of fun going on at Kid Fest!  Family Oriented 
Activities, not a drop off day care!  Parents must 
accompany their children under 12. Activities each 
day include:  Arts and Crafts, sand and water play, 
Play-doh,  fresh squeezed lemonade, and accessible 
distance to hear onstage music!   
Thursday 12:00 noon-3:00p
Friday 11:00-3:00p
Saturday 11:00-3:00p 

Kids On Bluegrass Program
Thursday - Saturday
10:00a - Rehearsals are held at Frank Solivan’s KOB 
camp in the tent camping area, near the fairgrounds 
entrance.
Friday - Saturday
4:55-5:45p - KOB performs on Main Stage!

2016 Old-Time Gathering
Thursday - Sunday
Lunch and dinner breaks - Attend workshops 
specializing in old-time music including Banjo Setup 
with Greg Deering, Rhythm Guitar in a Stringband with 
Tom Sauber, Songwriting in the Old Time Country Style 
with Mark Graham, Beginning Old Time Banjo with 
Dave Magram and Chip Curry, and Old Time Drop-
Thumb Banjo with Carl Pagter. Workshops: schedule 
is on P-15.
Thursday - Sunday
Attend performances by the New Reeltime Travelers, 
the Tennessee Mafi a Jug Band, the Brainstormers, the 
Buffalo Gals, the Piney Creek Weasels, and Skillet 
Licorice.  Performances: schedule is on P-14.
Friday
6:30 – 7:30p - Square Dance with the New Reeltime 
Travelers and Masha Goodman Crawford (caller) in 
the covered barn area behind/above the Sugar Pine 
Lodge.
Saturday
6:45-8:15 - Square Dance with the Tennessee Ma-
fi a Jug Band and Masha Goodman Crawford (caller) 
in the covered barn area behind/above the Sugar 
Pine Lodge.

Slow Jams
Thursday - Saturday
3:30-5:00p - Afternoon slow jam at Gazebo inside Main 
Festival entrance, near Vern’s audience area
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Father’s Day Festival Kid Fest Program
See Kid Fest schedule - page P-15

CBA hosts 
scheduled 
slow jams
See Slow Jam 
schedule - 
page P-15
By Dan Martin 
 The Slow Jam is again being 
lead by Steve West and myself. It 
will happen Thursday- Saturday 
3:30-5:00, inside the top gate in 
front of the gazebo near Vern’s 
Stage, look for the signs inside 
the gated area. Bring songs you 
want to sing or play.  We will be 
playing fiddle, gospel, and other 
popular jam songs. We will play 
them slowly at first, then faster 
after practice. Two or three chord 
songs, basic 1,4,5 tunes.  
 This is a slow jam mistakes 
are ok. We are here to learn and 
have fun. You don’t need to play a 
song perfectly. We will spend time 
discussing  jamming techniques. 
You should be able to play the 
basic chord for your instrument. 
If you are not sure you are ready, 
bring your instrument and either 
join the circle or sit in the back. 
You can pass on songs if you don’t 
feel comfortable. 
 We will provide some chairs 
but it may be wise to bring one 
with you. We look forward to 
picking with you. Let’s have some 
fun!

Please!
Drop by the CBA 
membership booth!
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Area A, Site: Deering Banjo Display Tent
Area B, Site: Back Stage Area
Area C, Site: By Administration Building
Area D, Site: Old Maintenance Shop 
Area E, Site: By Stage Right
Area F, Site: Northern Mines Building

Area G, Site: By Ponderosa Hall
Area H, Site: Luthier’s Pavilion
Area I, Site:  Over By The Entry Gate
Area J, Site: Behind Main Stage Sound Board
Area K, Site: Pioneers Stage

McCOURTNEY ROAD

Nevada County 
Fairgrounds 
Home of the CBA 
Fathers Day Festival

WORKSHOPS 
continued

•“FIDDLE WORKSHOP” 
Learn from a talented 
and experienced teacher! 
Presenter: Bobby Vick-
ery from the Bluegrass 
Patriots. Site: By Stage 
Right. Area E.
•“STRINGS: HOW THEY 
WORK AND HOW TO 
PICK THE BEST ONES” 
It’s about how strings vi-
brate, how they are made, 
and how to make choices 
when matching strings to 
your playing style and in-
strument. Presenter: Roger 
Siminoff. Site: Northern 
Mine Bldg. Area F.
•“THE THREE T’S OF 
BLUEGRASS GUITAR 
FLATPICKING” Mike 
will teach you the funda-
mentals of Timing, Tone, 
and Taste as it applies to 
building bluegrass guitar 
breaks. Discussion topics 
include developing your 
internal clock and learning 
to play in time, finding 
your best tone, learning 
to play in good taste and 
developing your own 
voice or style. Presenter: 
Mike Wilhoyte. Site: By 
Ponderosa Hall. Area G.

DINNER BREAK
SAT 5:45-6:45 PM

 Once again this year the California Bluegrass Asso-
ciation will host KidFest, a way-fun children’s program 
at the 2015 Father’s Day Bluegrass Festival, June 18-21. 
There will be tons of crafts, games, sand and water play, 
large motor play on the lawn, lemonade making, tie 
dye, face painting and an area for music and song, and 
who knows what else might happen at KidFest! 
 KidFest is under the direction of Kathleen Rush-
ing who is also Director of the FunGrass program at 
CBA Music Camp, June 14-17.  Kathleen is a retired 

Kindergarten/Music Specialist and is known for her fun 
Bingo Schmingo Music www.bingoschmingo.com  
 KidFest will be located in a new spot this year!  It 
will be in the fenced-in, kid-friendly area behind the 
CBA t-shirt booth. Look for signs pointing the way.
 Activities are designed for ages 2-12.  Parents need 
to accompany their children as this is not day care. 
Tentative times will be from 11:00 AM - 3:00 PM 
on Thursday, Friday and Saturday of the Father’s Day 
Bluegrass Festival.  

Square Dance

Area L: Youth Academy Location

L
Youth Academy

M

Area M: Square Dance Location

KidFestN

Area N: KidFest

 A non-denominational chapel
 service, independently hosted by 
Leroy and Jan McNees will be held at 
the Pioneer Stage on Sunday at 9:00 
am. An inspirational story and blue-
grass gospel music will highlight this 
service which the McNees’ and friends 
have been bringing to Grass Valley for 
over 20 years.

Sunday 
morning 
service
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World class stringed instruments! 
•Authorized dealers for Martin, Taylor, Gibson, Santa Cruz, Legend, 

Goodall, and Dobro guitars, Gibson mandolins & banjos, Goldtone 
banjos, Kentucky & Mid Missouri mandolins, violins and fiddles. 
•Family owned and operated, providing one-on-one personalized 
service. 

•Fully committed to supporting and promoting the local acoustic music 
community. 

•Your one stop music store for sales, instruction, repairs, and resources.

At the corner of Alhambra & J
Sacramento, California

916-442-8282
questions@thefifthstring.com

www.thefifthstring.com

One of our Featured Instruments
The Bluegrass General
HD28-V

An HD-28V with pre-war style bridge, Adirondack top and 
bracing. This guitar has a very robust bass and very clean treble. A 
wonderful guitar for both rhythm and lead, the Adirondack spruce 
gives this guitar a sound you may have found from a brand new 
Martin guitar, in the 1940’s, without the associated price tag of 
vintage instruments. Perfect for those players seeking a Tony Rice 
style tone. Comes with Geib style case.

Come by our store and check out the selection of 
fine instruments!

Open Jam Session Every Thursday evening
Check our website for upcoming concerts featuring 

nationally touring and local Bluegrass Bands

3184 N Street
Sacramento, Cailifornia

916-442-8282
questions@thefifthstring.com

www.thefifthstring.com

Authorized dealers for Martin, Taylor, Blueridge, Cordoba, Cort and 
The Loar guitars, Kentucky and Wilson mandolins; Gold Tone and 
Flinthill banjos, Angels violins and fiddles, Cordoba and Cavanagh 
ukuleles.

Fully committed to supporting and promoting the local acoustic music 
commnunity

Your one-stop music store for sales, instruction, repairs and resources.

Authorized dealers for Martin, Blueridge, Cordoba, Cort and The Loar 
guitars, Kentucky mandolins, Gold Tone and Flinthill banjos, Angels 
violins and fiddles, Cordoba and Cavanagh ukuleles.

Fully committed to supporting and promoting the local acoustic music 
community.

Your one stop music store for sales, instruction, repairs, and resources.
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BLUEGRASS UNLIMITED MAGAZINE
Space Trim Non-Bleed
Full Page 8.25˝ x 10.875˝ 7.25˝ x 10˝

P.O. Box 2841 • So. San Francisco, California • www.sagamusic.com • Connect with us on 

The KM-505 A-Model Mandolin incorporates the finest  
features of the classic instruments of the last Golden Age 
with modern features that are typically found only on 
boutique mandolins costing multiple thousands of dollars. 

The A-5 body configuration harkens back to the 1920s 
with all solid carved, graduated tops and backs along with 
the traditional split-lip neck/body joint.

The contemporary contributions include a comfortable, 
radiused fingerboard and a shortened extension which  
allows the player to soften the tone color by picking 
strings further from the bridge without the accompanying 
pick clatter.

Pick a KM-505 and discover why Kentucky is America’s 
Favorite Mandolin!

Exclusive Features:

THE KENTUCKY KM-505

• All-solid German spruce and 
Alpine maple for exceptional tone

• Radiused ebony fingerboard and 
bridge for effortless playability

• Thin nitrocellulose lacquer  
amberburst finish that looks great 
and allows the wood to age properly

• Traditional split-lip neck/body 
joint for stability

• Vintage-style elevated pickguard 
to protect the top from pickwear

TAKE THE SLANTED LOGO
OUT BEFORE FINALIZING IT.

RETHINKING THE PERFECT 
A-MODEL MANDOLIN…

The Kentucky KM-505 Artist Series!
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2016 Vern’s Stage artists

 Playing well-known Bluegrass, Irish and Americana with  
old-time authenticity and edgy modern style, this duo’s twin  
instrument attack will leave you tapping your feet and swinging 
your partner round and round.
 Hailing from opposite coasts, Elias and Calvin each bring a  
distinct brand of authenticity to Blue Deux’s sound. With a  
playing style ranging from gritty fiddle sawing to smoothly  
resonant and lyrical, Elias Schwartzman takes inspiration from 
both fiddle players like Kenny Baker and classical violinists like 
Joshua Bell. Bringing an equally diverse set of influences, Cal-
vin Anderson’s flatpicked guitar lines and rock-solid backup are  
rooted in modern pickers like Josh Williams and David Grier, as 
well a old-time pickers like Dock Boggs. Calvin and Elias cross 
many areas of folk terrain ranging from traditional Irish music, 
Delta Blues, Bluegrass and Americana. 

Blue Deux

Blue Deux

The Music Camp Volunteers All-Stars

 Blue Summit is made 
up of five young adults 
who like to play music, 
especially bluegrass. They  
all met at the Grass  
Valley Father’s Day Blue-
grass Festival, and after 
jamming with each other 
for years, finally decided 
to make an official band 
this last 2015 autumn. 
Two members are winners 
of NCBS awards: AJ Lee 
on vocals (five times) and 
Sullivan Tuttle on guitar. 
Equipped with a man-
dolin, fiddle, bass, two guitars, and five voices, Blue Summit captivates  
audiences all across the state. 
 Sam Kemiji (fiddle and vocals): Classically trained at an early age, he 
finally joined the bluegrass scene starting in high school and now can’t get 
enough. 
 Isaac Cornelius (bass and vocals): Isaac Cornelius keeps the band 
steady with a solid bass rhythm. He has been part of the CBA (California 
Bluegrass Association) since toddlerhood, and brings his bluegrass influ-
ences to the group. 
  AJ Lee (mandolin and vocals): AJ Lee has a powerful passion for 
music, and has let that inner fire, along with her natural talent, lead her to 
many places and people across the country.  
 Sullivan Tuttle (guitar and vocals): Sully Tuttle is another long time 
CBA picker. Consistent hours of practice has given him a killer technique, 
as well as his own style, on guitar, and he has recently begun to sing more.  
Jesse Fichman (guitar and vocals): Jesse began guitar at age ten, and since 
then has launched himself into the bluegrass scene, including the CBA. 
With bluegrass as a foundation, Fichman continues to explore other 
genres and styles of music and bring them back to the band. 

Blue Summit

Blue Summit

 Tom Sauber, Patrick Sauber and Mark Graham bring 
a new and original sense to the classic sounds of old-time 
music, exemplified by the likes of Uncle Dave Macon, Ed 
Haley, Dock Boggs George Pegram and Red Parham and 
will electrify you with their own “old timely” inventions.
 Tom Sauber is an internationally known master  
musician. Fluent in a variety of styles, Tom is a multi-in-
strumentalist (banjo, fiddle, guitar and mandolin) and a 
compelling singer.
 In the more than 50 years that Tom has devoted to 
playing traditional music, he has performed with many of 
the leading figures of traditional American music.
 Patrick Sauber has packed a lifetime of music into his 32 
years. His early musical mentors include old-time greats 
Joe Simien, Eddie Lowe and Mel Durham as well as his 
dad Tom. Patrick currently performs with Laurie Lewis and the Right Hands and Loafer’s Glory.  
 One of the few harmonica players who excels in the melodic and rhythmic intricacies of Southern string band 
music, Mark Graham plays in a powerful but lyrical, blues tinged style that recalls the feel of the finest banjo 
and fiddle playing. With over 40 years of harmonicizing, Graham has an encyclopedic knowledge of American 
country and blues styles .  The song writing of Mark Graham is a singular universe of surreal mountain hilarity 
and lonesome terror that covers the big subjects: The Creation of the Universe, Natural Science, Mathematics, 
Food, Greed, Doom, Death, Disaster and Festival Love.

The Brainstormers 

Brainstormers

 A string band firmly rooted in 
the old-time music tradition, The 
Buffalo Gals has a vast repertoire 
to suit any audience and any occa-
sion, from music festivals to barn 
dances to dinner music, picnics and 
private parties. From traditional fid-
dle tunes to country rags to modern 
classics done in an old-time style, the 
Buffalo Gals (and Chips) will show 
you a good time.
 They have performed at the Sacramento Music Festival, the West 
Coast Ragtime Festival, and numerous local (Grass Valley/Nevada City) 
clubs, restaurants, benefits and other events.
With beautifully blended harmony vocals and a high-energy instrumental 
line-up, The Gals will entertain you whether you want to sit and listen or 
get up and dance.
 The lineup consists of:
Margo Meredith on lead and harmony vocals and fiddle. She also  
leads old-time jams dedicated to teaching new musicians to play old- 
time music.
 Jonathan Meredith on guitar and vocals. A professional musician 
since the 60’s, and a noted solo fingerstyle performer, he has per 
formed solo at the West Coast Ragtime Festival, and even appeared 
on Hullabaloo.
 Ann Meigs on mandolin and vocals. Ann sings harmony and 
lead vocals and adds both mandolin and accordion to the Buffalo Gal  
musical mix.
 Philip Wright on bass and vocals. Our newest member, Philip brings 
solid rhythm, solos and an original musical flair to the band.
 Michael Bremer on banjo and vocals. With an original style; a mash-
up of clawhammer, finger-picking and high-energy strumming, Michael 
adds rhythm, solos, and fun to the band. He has taught banjo workshops 
at various locations including CBA camp, and writes banjo instruction 
books for Hal Leonard.

The Buffalo Gals

The Buffalo Gals

 The  Blue  Js are  an  exciting  band  
of young  men  from  Northern  CA 
playing  Bluegrass  music  with energy!  
They are influenced by and play in the 
traditional style.  While young in age, 
these gentlemen are   bluegrass  veterans,  
coming  together  to  bring  you  tradi-
tional  bluegrass  picking  and   vocal 
harmonies.  Josh, Jesse, Jake, and John 
have  all been featured at the IBMA  
annual conference.

The  Blue Js 

The  Blue  Js 

Vern’s! Be there!

 This year’s Wednesday night show on Vern’s Stage that bridges the 
gap between the CBA Music Camp and the CBA Father’s Day Festival 
will be nothing but All-Stars!
 The show opens with a short set by “The Music Camp Volunteers All-
Stars” band,made up of the volunteers who assisted the Music Camp in-
structors anddirectors, doing everything from accompanying music and 
vocal demonstrationsto moving chairs, putting up shade structures and 
making copies.
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2016 Vern’s Stage artists

 From the Redwood Coast of California the Compost Mountain 
Boys are truly Humboldt County Legends. Celebrating 25 years of blue 
grass, the band formed in 1991. Past band members have influenced the 
group, each with unique infusions, coupled with influences from popular 
bands over time. This bluegrass ‘mulch’ has shaped the “Compost” sound.  
A mosaic of repertoire from traditional to more modern interpretations. 
The Compost Mountain Boys have performed at past CBA events like 
Sonoma, Woodland and Parkfield. They have opened for popular bands 
including Tony Rice and Peter Rowan. This is their second appearance 
here at the Vern stage.
 The band has two CD projects the first a live recording from the 
Redwood Coast Music Festival, in 2000, and “High on a Mountain” 
released in 2010, described as “capturing that 60’s era bluegrass feel.” 
- Bluegrass Today. That album features some original tunes and great fid-
dling by National fiddle Champion Tashina Clarridge. The band looks 
forward to releasing a third project this summer featuring mostly original 
material.  Additionally, they are re-releasing t-shirts featuring the original 
and timeless compost pile logo.  
 The present band members include, Tim Wilson, banjo, vocalist 
from Fortuna, CA. Bruce “junior” Johnson is the bass player, vocalist and 
also a founding member of CMB. From Arcata, CA, Rich Kearns is on 
the mandolin and is also a fine guitar player. From high a top Kneeland, 
Ca, on the guitar is Marty Dodd, a solid, punchy rhythm player.
The Compost Mtn Boys are delighted to appear again at Grass Valley and 
hope to make and meet many new fans around the festval.

The Compost Mountain Boys 

The Compost Mountain Boys 

 Gates & Antrim is a traditional California-grown 
duo of late night pickers, singin old country brother 
harmonies, and pickin chunky bluegrass. On mando-
lin, a Kid’s On Bluegrass graduate originally from the 
Mojave Desert, founding member of “The Salty Suites” 
and playing in multiple bluegrass/country bands up and 
down California, we have Scott Gates.
 From a childhood in Iowa, now Fresno County 
farmer and left-handed guitarist in “Snap Jackson’s Knock-
On-Wood Players” we have, the hounddog of bluegrass, 
Eric Antrim. Gates & Antrim met in 2011 at one of the 
CBA’s most beloved festivals, The Good Old Fashioned, 
forming a musicianship and affinity for that crunchy 
bluegrass, lopin’ country sound that has led the boys to 
their independently-released duo album entitled “The 
Losin’ Brothers.”

Scott Gates & Eric Antrim 

Gates & Antrim 

 The Grass Less Traveled is a group of friends who live in 
and around California’s Central Valley that have been play-
ing and singing together for the past twenty odd years. The 
GLT is comprised of Mike Gibson on guitar and lead vocals, 
Mike McDonald on Bass and lead vocals, Stevo Gillett on 
mandolin, Steve Hall on banjo, and Doug Carlton on guitar 
and dobro
 Mike Gibson comes from a musical family and has 
been playing music for most of his life. Raised in Bakersfield 
California, Mike was influenced by local Country music. 
Mike is deeply influenced by the Bakersfield sound. Mike 
McDonald, in addition to playing bass and singing lead 
and harmony vocals, is a talented songwriter. Mike’s songs 
make up a substantial part of the Grass Less Traveled’s rep-
ertoire. Stevo Gillett’s tasteful mandolin playing adds soul 
and drive to the group’s sound. Steve Hall has earned the 
nickname “The Machine” with his precision banjo playing.  
Doug Carlton rounds out the group doubling up on guitar 
and dobro.

The Grass Less Traveled 

The Grass Less Traveled 

 Grasskickers from Fresno California feature Bob  
Garcia (mandolin and vocals), Dan Stein (guitar and  
vocals), Bearrrr Murray (bass and vocals), and Tom Naiman 
(banjo and vocals).  They will be performing this year on 
Vern’s stage with award-winning fiddler Matthew Song-
maker from Red Bluff California.  The band members bring 
a broad experience from prior bands including Drought 
Tolerant, Boys in the Woods, The Music Farmers, and The 
Dalton Mountain Gang to perform traditional, contem-
porary, and original music. Grasskickers play hard driving 
bluegrass with an emphasis on tight vocal harmonies and 
unique arrangements that highlight and emphasize their 
unique sound. The band has performed at a number of 
bluegrass festivals throughout California including Grass 
Valley (Pioneer Stage). Grasskickers were awarded first 
place in Emerging Artists competition in 2013 at the Blue-
grassin in the Foothills in Plymouth, California.  They also 
were first place winners in band competition at The Great 
48 in Bakersfield in 2014. They will be performing music 
from both their current and soon to be released CD’s.  

Grasskickers

Grasskickers

 GRASSLANDS is an award winning bluegrass band 
based in Southern California.  As the 2013 first place 
 winning band at the 48 Hour Bluegrass Band Showdown 
in Bakersfield, sponsored by the California Bluegrass  
Association, they guarantee interesting and creative blue-
grass songs.  Their intricate vocal harmonies and solid 
musicianship is what you can expect to hear.
 A favorite at bluegrass festivals and private parties, 
the five member band includes: Shelah Spiegel: fiddle/
vocals, has toured, worked on stage plays, commercials, 
amusement parks, and is a music educator; Jim Coo-
per: guitar/vocals, is well-known in the Los Angeles  
music scene for his hot leads; Tim O’Brien: resonator slide  
guitar (Dobro)/vocals, has played and recorded locally; 
Dave Richardson: banjo, has toured and recorded with many celebrities, including the Don Ho Show in  
Hawaii; and Fred Wade: bass, has toured and recorded with many bands.  Their singing sets them apart from 
other groups with their creative harmonies.  They play an eclectic mixture of traditional and new Bluegrass, 
Swing, Country and Rock’N’Roll classics, all performed in a bluegrass fashion.  This exciting band will have you 
tapping your feet, crying in your beer and mesmerizing you with their music.

Grasslands

Grasslands

 This here is a big tent gospel bluegrass band. The in-
fluences on this band run from Pentecostal gospel, to do 
wop, bluegrass, country western and swing and a touch of 
Django . The harmonies are Jazz influenced and heartfelt. 
The band also features spoken word front porch poetry w/ 
musical accompaniment. We are like the weather, If you 
don’t like us, wait five minutes. We stay within the tradi-
tion, but push the edges where we can.
 Cliff Compton - Known by some as the Bluegrass 
Bard for his poetry column in the Bluegrass breakdown 
newspaper. 
Dave Rietz - A fiddle player for “notorious shank 
brother” for over 2 years. In the band he plays fiddle and  
mandolin. He was recently elected to the California Swing 
hall of fame.
 “The Lovely Renee” - Is well known  as a versatile guitar/mandolin/vocalist who has played with many 
groups in many styles. Her smoky vocals and warm harmonies add much to the band.
Allen Hendricks - Allen is a well respected Musician, teacher, and Luthier in the Northern California Area. He 
has played in Festival bands for many years with many of the top names in the bluegrass community. 
Mikki Larrick - For our new bass player, Music has played a huge part in her life. She’s a fine  guitar, bass, and  
claw hammer banjo player. 

Cliff Compton and Mountaintop 

Cliff Compton and Mountaintop
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2016 Vern’s Stage artists
 Pacific Drive is a traditional bluegrass band with a 
youthful twist consisting of 3 college students and 2 high 
school students. With David Thiessen on mandolin, Dana 
Frankel on fiddle, Jesse Fichman on guitar, Helen Foley 
on bass, and Sam Reed on banjo, we carry a hard driving 
groove, accompanied by the lead vocals of Helen and Jesse 
and the harmony parts sung by Dana and David. 
 David, Jesse, and Sam have grown up in Sonoma County 
their whole lives. David and Jesse began playing bluegrass 
music around 7 years of age while Sam began playing banjo 
in later years. From then on, they just couldn’t put it down!  
 Helen Foley has grown up in Los Altos Hills her whole 
life and music has played a very key role in her young adult 
life.  Helen, as well as playing bass, can also pluck along on 
guitar and banjo. 
 Dana Frankel has grown up in Pacifica her whole  
life and began playing the fiddle when she was 5 years of 
age and has loved it ever since. In addition to playing in 
the Dim Lights Bluegrass band with her parents and Larry 
Cohea, she especially enjoys playing with her dear friends in 
Pacific Drive.

Pacific Drive 

Pacific Drive 

The Piney Creek Weasels 

The Piney Creek Weasels 

 Skillet Licorice is the latest project from San Francisco Bay Area 
roots-music luminaries Elise Engelberg and Matt Knoth. The duo’s  
talents are showcased beautifully on their new self-titled CD which draws 
on their diverse experiences playing in numerous string bands over the 
years in a dizzying array of folk genres. Whether they’re playing hot  
fiddle breakdowns, slinky blues, sparkling banjo breaks, ragtime or 
dreamy waltzes the duo displays an impressive command of styles 
and techniques that comes from deep study and loving dedication to  
America’s folk traditions. With the help of their talented friends they’ve 
put together an album of songs that is essentially traditional, yet with a 
modern approach that is anything but a stodgy museum piece. Skillet 
Licorice is hot, sweet, and just a bit greasy!
 Elise Engelberg (fiddle and banjo) a Kentucky native, began studying classical violin as a young girl. After 
moving to California, she rediscovered her bluegrass roots and began to play the fiddle. Elise has recorded 
with the Crooked Jades, The Mercury Dimes and has toured with the Stairwell Sisters. Matt Knoth (banjo, 
guitar and vocals) hails from San Jose, CA where he grew up playing bluegrass music with his father, CBA 
co-founder and world-famous radio personality Cuzin’ Al.

Skillet Licorice 

Skillet Licorice 

      Rambling Minors is a bluegrass 
band from Northern California. 
With the oldest band member 
being 13 and the youngest 9,  
the band combines virtuosic 
instrumental playing with soulful 
vocals that belie their young ages. 
Rambling Minors plays straight 
ahead bluegrass along with their 
own unique arrangements of classic 
old-time and bluegrass tunes. 
 Miles, Teo, Daisy, and  
Andrew met in 2014 at the CBA Father’s Day Bluegrass Festival. The 
following year, they played their first gig at Full Belly Farm’s Hoes Down 
Festival. Since then, Rambling Minors has performed at various events, 
including playing live on radio stations KVMR, KPFA and KKUP and 
opening for fiddler extraordinaire Michael Cleveland.

Rambling Minors 

Rambling Minors 

San Francisco based acoustic quartet, The Vivants, find their 
musical faith in the inspiring traditions of Southern music and 
showmanship.  On their brand new album, Bluegrass Special, 
the band sought to feature an instrument not often heard in  
traditional bluegrass: the accordion. As avid fans of the original 
lineup of Bill Monroe and the Bluegrass Boys, specifically the 
ensemble that featured Sally Ann Forrester on accordion, the  
Vivants were inspired to record a hard core traditional bluegrass 
album that featured the accordion. The result was an exciting 
blend of traditional bluegrass, cajun, and old time appalachian 
inspired music.

The quartet features founding member and lead singer Emily 
Bonn on guitar, Clare Armenante on fiddle and vocals, founding 

member James Touzel on upright bass and vocals, and Kalei Yamanoha on the piano accordion. Making a  
special guest appearance with the Vivants for their entire set at Grass Valley will be Thomas Wille on Mandolin 
and Alex Sharps on the banjo. In addition to their sister style harmonies and retro sounding original songs, 
the group is known for their ability to jump between genres of classic American Music such as western swing,  
cajun, rockabilly, old time, and bluegrass. Their set at Grass Valley will include selections from their new album 
Bluegrass Special as well as a few obscure traditional bluegrass songs. and cajun side of americana and feature 
pedal steel, drums, clarinet, trumpet, or trombone.

The Vivants

The Vivants

 Avram Frankel (Pacifica) and David Thom (Sonoma) 
have been friends from the time David first invited Avram 
to sit in with The David Thom Band. Taking inspiration 
from the Mavericks surf break south of Avram’s home 
and their love of traditional bluegrass music, the duo have  
performed at Northern California venues since 2013.
 David Thom has established a solid musical reputation, 
growing from a mainstay of the West Coast bluegrass scene 
to a widely recognized performer, producer and national  
recording artist. David’s passion comes across in his playing, 
and his accomplished acoustic guitar and mandolin playing 
complement wide-ranging vocal abilities. Though firmly 
rooted in bluegrass, David’s musical repertoire ranges from 
traditional to contemporary. 
 Avram Frankel was first inspired by his mother’s mu-
sical convictions. He currently serves as the front man  
for his family band, The Dim Lights, is the guitarist for 
Slide Road, a quartet based in Santa Cruz, and performs 
regularly in a duet act with Jim Mintun. An accomplished 
dobro player and lead and harmony singer, Avram has  
performed with many other Bay Area bluegrass bands.

Maverick: a Bluegrass Duo.

Maverick: a Bluegrass Duo.

Special audience area reservered 
 for CBA honorees

 Don’t you think it’s about time to treat our Lifetime 
Members and our Bill and Faye Downs Super Volunteer 
Award winners to a little extra something? A special perk 
just for them? Well, the Board of Directors feel it is!

 New this year will be a special reserved seating area at 
the front of the stage as a way to honor these people, as well 
as providing them a special treat.  

 Each of these men and women have distinguished them-
selves by their extraordinary contributions in helping the Cal-
ifornia Bluegrass Association meet its mission…to preserve 
and promote the music we love. The CBA board of directors 
believes strongly that our Lifetime Members and our Super 
Volunteer Award winners have earned their spot front and 
center. Please give ‘em a wave of thanks when you pass by.

-Tim Edes, Chair, Board of Directors
 California Bluegrass Association

      The Piney Creek Weasels 
is an old-time string band 
based in Sacramento, Cali-
fornia. The Weasels feature 
a high-energy old-timey 
sound that combines highly 
entertaining arrangements 
with tight harmony and 
dynamic musicianship. A 
typical performance by the 
Weasels will feature originals penned by band members, 
obscure Old Time tunes and a few well-known favorites. 
Performances will often end with the audience howling 
like dogs along with the band. The late banjo virtuoso 
Rick Abrams formed the group in 1987.  Past members of  
the group include fiddler Dave Rainwater and guitarist 
Hugh Hoeger. 
 Eric Anderson has been fiddling and singing with the 
band since 1995.  Eric won the California State Old-time 
Fiddler’s title three times.  He is the current president for 
District 5 of the California Old Time fiddler’s Association. 
 Rocky Rioux, the bass player, sings lead, baritone and 
harmony vocals, is the heartbeat of the band.
 Rocky joined the Weasels in 1994 when Rick Abrams 
convinced him to try playing old-time music.  He began 
playing Bluegrass music in 1975 and has performed with 
many well known bluegrass musicians.  
 Playing guitar with the band is Rick Sims.  In addition 
to guitar, he is also a crackerjack banjo player, and a skilled 
music teacher as well.  
 Andy Alexis of Sacramento, California plays banjo 
and sings lead vocals. He is a former member of the bands 
Whiskey Before Breakfast and Off To California, winning 
first place in banjo at the Santa Barbara Banjo and Fiddle 
Contest in the days of yore. 
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 The Town Howlers play 
bluegrass music the way they 
know best, from the heart.   
Coming out of the thriving 
east bay music scene, the band’s 
steadfast approach to bluegrass  
classics, along with a sprinkling of 
country and unique originals, has 
garnered them many devoted fans 
along the way.
 John McKelvy-Guitar & Vocals:
John McKelvy, originally from 
north central Florida, made his 
debut to bluegrass fans in the 
early 2000s as the high lonesome 
singer, guitarist and songwriter 
for the gothic bluegrass pioneers, 
The Earl Brothers.  McKelvy 
has performed all over the U.S.,  
Canada and the U.K., opening 
for such stars as Sam Bush, Junior 
Brown, Jim Lauderdale and Peter 
Rowan, among others.
 Michael Small - Banjo & Vocals:
Michael Small developed an  
appreciation for American roots 
music as young man growing 
up in Maryland.  When he was 
16 years old, a friend left his  
banjo at his house and he has been 
playing ever since. He is also an  
accomplished blues and ragtime 
guitar picker and is particularly fond 
of the stylings of Reverend Gary 

Davis and Mississippi John Hurt. 
 Rowan McCallister - 
Mandolin & Vocals:
Growing up with his parents’  
sizable collection of folk and 
country records, Rowan gained 
a serious appreciation for  
traditional music, first playing 
guitar but soon moving on to 
mandolin and banjo.  Rowan 
models his mandolin playing on 
the style of Bill Monroe, favoring 
bluesy tone and rhythm.  
 Matt Crimp-Fiddle & Vocals:
Born in Dillingham, Alaska, Matt 
Crimp grew up fiddling as part of 
the thriving Alaska folk music 
scene.  He won the Alaska State 
Fair Fiddle Contest at age 13, and 
proceeded to record two albums 
with his first band, The Emer-
alds.  Matt currently resides in  
Berkeley, California, where he is 
active in the acoustic music scene.
 Mike Gubma-Upright Bass:
Mike Gubman grew up playing 
bluegrass guitar and was quickly  
demoted to bass.  He’s been play-
ing with Bay Area bands since 
2005 and has appeared at The 
Great American Music Hall, 
Slims, Cafe Du Nord, and The 
Father’s Day Festival.

The Town Howlers 

The Town Howlers 

Old-Time Gathering presents two square dances
By Steve Goldfield
 Do you enjoy swinging your partner, do si 
do, promenade, and all those great moves in  
traditional square dancing? If so, we have two very 
hot bands and a great caller, Marsha Goodman 
Crawford, to lead you through your steps on  
Friday and Saturday nights in June. On Friday 
night, we feature the The New Reeltime Travelers 
(Roy Andrade,Thomas Sneed, Carol Elizabeth Jones, and  
Ben Winship). On Saturday night, you can move 
to the sounds of The Tennessee Mafia Jug Band, 
which includes another equally stellar group of 

The Darrell Johnston Kids 
Instrument Lending Library
By Bruce Long
 Do you have an instrument you want to donate to the Kids Instrument 
Lending Library? Do you know of a child that needs to borrow and instrument?
 This year at the Fathers Day Festival there will be several places to drop off 
instruments.  Please remember to make sure that the instrument is PLAYABLE, 
in good condition, and will stay in tune.  The Lending Library is at maximum 
capacity.  Any instrument that is not able to be turned over to a child that day, 
will not be accepted.
 Drop off points:
 1. Darby & Bruno Brandli-Camp Spam located in the tent area.
 2. The CBA Festival Headquarters trailer located in the RV Camp.
 3. The membership/mercantile booth.
 To donate an instrument please make sure your name, address, phone  
number are on a piece of paper inside the instrument case. This is imperative! 
Please do not take instruments to be donated to the Kids on Bluegrass area. 
This is a completely different program. Please do not interrupt the KOB  
rehearsals by dropping off donated instruments.  Please take instrument to 
the other locations.

folks (Mikey Armistead, Ernie Sykes:, Dan Kelly, Mike 
Webb, Leroy Troy). Both these dances are included 
in the price of your festival ticket and will be held 
in the early evening. You don’t need to be an  
expert dancer. Marsha will explain and teach all 
the moves as he calls them. So, bring your partner 
or come alone and mingle a bit. It’s great fun, and 
the energy in the room is tremendous.
 The two square dances will be held in the  
covered barn area behind/above the Sugar Pine 
Lodge: the Whitney Pavilon. (See map page P-16.)

By Larry Baker
 Around 11 pm Fri & Sat,  
those late night munchies kick 
in! We have just the right fix….. 
Jamming, Hot Dogs and  
Sausage. The late night hot dog 
booth once again opens! The booth 
will be located in its usual spot in 
the middle of the campground 
and manned by Joe & Jokie   
Michel. They will be open and ready 
to roll by 11:00 pm serving those 
great All Beef Hot Dogs, Polish  
Sausage and for those who can 
handle em Cajun Hot Links.  
Soft drinks & water will also be 
available. The booth will remain 
open as long as there are those hun-
gry folks who have worked up an 
appetite from all the great jammin’.
 The late-night hot dog booth 
has become a favorite place to stop 
by to see friends for great jamming 
and late night socializing.  Late 
night jammers and even some 
bands have assembled at the now 
popular area to showcase their 
talent. Everyone is encouraged 
to drop by for a tune or two and 
who knows it’s not uncommon to 
find one or more of the on-stage 
bands pickin’ and eatin’ around 
the hot dog stand. When you get 
that late night hunger pain drop 
by and see Joe & Jokie and grab 
a dog.  Entertainment provided 
by campground jammers! Come 
for the music stay for the food.

Time for Late 
Night Jammin  
 at the  
Hot Dog Stand

 Doyle Lawson & Quicksilver have performed at Grass Valley many 
times. They have over 40 albums to their credit, are seven-time IBMA 
Vocal Group of the Year winners, and have multiple Grammy, Dove, 
ICM, IBMA, and SPBGMA Award nominations. Lawson is a SPBGMA 
Mandolin Player of the Year, and was inducted into the International 
Bluegrass Music Hall of Fame in September 2012 at the Ryman Audi-
torium.  Lawson’s band was 2012 ICM Vocal Group of the Year, and are 
just coming off a recent prestigious Dove nomination and two Inspira-
tional Country Music Association nominations.
 Doyle Lawson (Mandolin/Vocals) , Josh Swift (Dobro/Vocals) , 
Stephen Burwell (Fiddle) , Eli Johnston (Bass/Vocals) , Dustin Pyrtle 
(Guitar/Vocals) , Joe Dean (Banjo/Vocals)
 Molsky’s Mountain Drifters. Bruce Molsky returns to Grass Valley 
with his new ensemble: Allison de Groot on clawhammer banjo, and 
Stash Wyslouch on guitar. Says consummate old-time fiddler, Molsky, 
“Allison and Stash have agreed to dive into the possibilities with me. And 
so we’ll be playing concerts and festivals and growing ourselves as a musical 
unit. 
 I hope that Molsky’s Mountain Drifters will always be an old time band 
steeped in possibility. The journey finding out just what that means is going 
to be its own reward. Many of the old players I met years ago said that each 
person should play their own way, have their own voice, even when playing 
old tunes and songs. I want to see where traditional music is headed through 
my own eyes, and have been pounding away at the possibilities. And I’ve been 
lurking and listening to newer voices emerging around me, and want to be 
part of where they’re headed, too.”
 Bobby Osborne & the Rocky Top X-Press will also be on the bill 
for the 2017 Father’s Day Bluegrass Festival. Bobby has not performed 
for us since the days of the Osborne Brothers, many years ago. He’s as 
entertaining as ever and is sure be a crowd pleaser as we hear him sing 
songs old and new and enjoy his distinctive mandolin style.
 Bobby is heading up a fine band these days consisting of himself and 
Wynn Osborne on banjo, Joe Miller on guitar, Bobby Osborne, Jr. on 
bass, Robby Osborne on snare drum, and Buddy Griffin on fiddle. We 
are fortunate to be able to honor the pioneers of bluegrass at our festival, 
and Bobby certainly qualifies.

CBA announces 
headliners for the 
2017 Father’s Day 
Bluegrass Festival

Doyle Lawson & Quicksilver

Bill and Faye Downs Super Volunteer Award
 The California Bluegrass  
Association proudly presents this, 
the Bill and Faye Downs Super 
Volunteer Award, to Gary Man-
sperger in appreciation of his time 
and talent and all his technical 
expertise guiding this association 
 to state of the art  ticketing and 
revenue harvesting. Through  
extensive research, Gary aligned the 
California Bluegrass Association 
with a barcode ticketing agency 
and brought the association to 21st 

century accounting.  Because of his  
countless hours dedicated to  
improving the ticket accounting 
system, the California Bluegrass  
Association dedicates the 2016 “Bill 
and Faye Downs Super Volunteer” 
award to Gary Mansperger this day 
June 18, 2016.  Thank you Gary !
 Please join us for the  
presentation of the Bill and Faye 
Downs award on the Vern’s Stage 
at 12:50, Saturday the 18th.

The CBA’s
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2016 Fathers Day Festival Luthiers Pavilion

Luthiers continued on page P-26

Frank Daniels’ fiddles show expert 
craftsmanship and wondrous tone.

Matt Bohn:   Matt is from Felton, California. 
Matt’s passion for the upright bass started in the mid 
1970’s. He comes from a family tradition of wood-
working and he easily made the transition from 
professional bassist to bass luthier. Matt is equipped 
to help bassists with just about any adjustment, in-
cluding set-up or repair issues, and bow re-hairs. 

Austin Clark:  Austin builds mandolin and mandolin family instru-
ments and is based in Boise, Idaho. Though his primary focus is on man-
dolins, he also builds archtop guitars and OM style flat-tops. Austin likes 
to work with his customers by “creating not just a mandolin, but a fine 
instrument that reflects both your playing style and your personal style.”

Frank Daniels: Frank’s Fiddles:  Frank’s work shows years of ex-
perience in handcrafting fine 4-string, 5-string, and even left 
handed fiddles. Frank & and wife Karen travel down from Mer-
idan, Idaho and are long time participants in the Pavilion. Frank 
has an impressive list of performers enjoying his instruments. 

Joe Dragony: Joe is a guitar builder from 
Carmichael, California. While arch-tops 
and electrics have been his main focus, he 
has ventured into building flat-tops. Joe has 
also added mandolins to his line. Joe repairs 
guitars, mandolins, and tube amplifiers and 
will be set up to help you out at his booth.

Monte & Allen Hendricks: Hendricks Banjos: Brothers, Monte and Allen build custom 
banjos and provide repair, restoration, and custom work on banjos out of their shop in Pol-
lock Pines, California. Monte has been a banjo craftsman since 1974. Allen is also known for 
his banjo picking talents and is a gifted banjo instructor. They believe in design, construction, 
and artistry based on innovation and engineering but well grounded in traditional ideals. 

Patrick “Doc” Huff: Doc started building his 
heirloom quality openback banjos in 2003. Doc 
travels down from Dallas, Oregon. Doc is a very 
fine woodworker and his banjos certainly reflect it. 

By Monte Hendricks
 Luthiers play a key role in the music we love. 
Whether handcrafting the instrument brought to 
life by a musician, or mending ailing frets, or errant 
string action, luthiers help keep the music alive. For 
a musician at any level of expertise, the instrument 
they hold and play is an extension of themselves and 
a voice for their musical expression. There is hardly a 
more personal or prized possession. Whether you 
are interested in a custom built instrument or expert  
repair, we are fortunate that the Luthiers Pavilion 
at the annual CBA Father’s Day Bluegrass Festival  
continues to draw impressive talent from the world of 
musical instrument building. Here is this year’s line up.

Builders, such as Larry Nair, offer 
the opportunity for you to see how a 

musical instrument is built.
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Award Winning Wines

Tasting Room

Gourmet Food

Gift and Home Décor Shop

Villa Emile Event Center

Picnic Grounds

OPEN DAILY 10 AM - 5 PM  |  408.779.2145

 [                                   ]www.guglielmowinery.com



P-26 Father’s Day Bluegrass Festival event program June 2016

2016 Fathers Day Festival Luthiers Pavilion

Randall Kramer: “Sparky” builds flat-top guitars in Truckee, California and is also 
skilled at repairs and set ups. He has an impressive list of exceptional guitarists who have 
played his instruments. Sparky sets this goal as a builder with which to measure his success, 
“One playing is worth a thousand testimonials.” Sparky does on site repairs in the Pavilion.

Michael Lewis: Michael is from Grass Valley, California. He builds mandolins and 
guitars. Michael’s repair skills are known throughout the region. Michael & and his 
wife Leitza played a pivotal role in organizing the Luthier’s Pavilion and building it into 
a key feature of the festival. We all owe them a big thank you and a debt of gratitude! 

Larry Nair: Larry is from Gardnerville, NV and is the Tahoe 
Guitar Company. He has been building stringed instruments  
for 14 years including acoustic basses, ukuleles, and dobros. 
Larry specializes in “hot rodded” steel string guitars based on 
traditional designs.   He also stays pretty busy with repairs. 

http://sexauerluthier.com
bruce@mojoluthier.com

 707-782-1044
Sexauer Guitars

724 H Street
Petaluma, CA  

94952  USA
Bruce Sexauer: Bruce is from Petaluma, California and is a long time  
presence in the Pavilion. Bruce started building musical instruments when he 
was 20 years old and, like the rest of us, enjoying honing his skills. Bruce is known 
for his highly evolved acoustic flat top guitars with adventurous designs un-
der his “Sexauer” banner. Bruce will also have a variety of String Basses for sale. At 
the Luthier’s Pavilion Bruce offers his services as a String Bass set-up technician. 

Steve Sorenson: Steve works in his one-man shop in 
Santa Clarita, CA to dish up cool new custom mandolin, 
guitar and banjo designs which deliver the tone and play-
ability players need to keep picking all day and all night!  

Ben Wilborn: Ben is a custom guitar 
builder from Reno, Nevada. With 
a degree from Berklee College of music 
and a background in fine cabinetmaking, 
Ben strives to “create instruments that can  
respond intimately to a player’s intention.”

Steve Joynes: Steve is from Palo Alto, California. Steve’s goal is to offer a  
variety of instruments for tone, appearance, and price that will appeal to  
almost anyone. Steve says that being a fiddler himself led to a deep interest in  
repairing and restoring fiddles. Steve tries to have a few new student outfits to 
help people get started on fiddle playing. Steve is also set up to do on site repairs.

The CBA thanks the luthiers who   
participate in our festival. See them 
for your emergency repairs to keep 
you picking throughout the festival.

The Luthiers Pavilion is a unique opportunity for  
festival attendees to talk with and experience the 
work of some of the finest builders. For me and my 
fellow luthiers it is an annual event to share ideas and 
stories and renew friendships. It just doesn’t get much 
better than that! Many of us are offering workshops 
during the festival; please check the schedule for 
times. Stop in and spend time with us and make the 
Luthiers Pavilion part of your Festival Experience!
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2016 CBA Lifetime Member Appointments
By Rick Cornish and Mark Hogan
 Most years the Association’s board of 
directors selects one or two men and women 
whose contributions to California blue-
grass and old-time music deserve special 
recognition.  Board chairman Tim Edes 
has announced the 2016 Lifetime Member 
appointments.  Th ey are CBA President, 
Darby Brandli, and veteran musician and 
educator, Allen Hendricks.
 Darby’s participation on the CBA’s 
leadership team began at a time when the 
Association’s passage from the twentieth 
to the twenty-fi rst century necessitated 
change across a broad range.  Serving fi rst 
as an Area Vice President and soon after as 
President and Board Director, her steady 
hand and cool head were behind much of 
that change.  Darby helped ignite renewed 
activity in both live performances and jams in 
the Bay Region, she organized and led a pilot 
program for reintroducing bicycles back 
onto our Grass Valley site and was a key 
player when the Father’s Day Bluegrass 
Festival was re-vamped to include the Vern’s 
and Pioneer Stages.
 But Darby Brandli will always be best 
known for her tenacious and ceaseless work 
in children’s programming.  Behind the 
scenes she helped re-shape the Association’s 
budget structure to bring all youth activities 
into a coordinated unit, while out front, her 
strongest position on the team, she lobbied 
and cheer-led and rallied and stirred up 

the public support needed for putting the 
Children’s Lending Library on a secure 
footing, creating the CBA Youth Program 
Scholarship Fund and, ultimately and 
through the sheer power of personal grit, 
Darby Brandli saw the establishment of the 
Youth Academy, a just-for-kids music camp 
that had been the dream of the Association 
for at least a decade.

For all of these accomplishments, but 
most important, for your sound, even and 
fair-handed leadership, we commend and 
thank you.

 Allen Hendricks’ involvement in 
bluegrass predates the CBA.  He has been a 
member of the band South Loomis Quick-
step, later known as California Quickstep, 
since the early 1970's.  Th ey played at the 
early fund raising concerts that helped get 
the CBA off  the ground.  He has been a 
well known banjo instructor in the Sacra-
mento area for over forty years.  He was the 
in-house banjo player on the "Forty Grand 
Country" TV show for about a year and a 
half, playing the opening and closing theme 
music which he composed, and was featured 
as an instrumentalist almost every week.  He 
has also hosted or co-hosted several AM and 
FM radio shows in Sacramento.
  Most of you probably know Allen as 
half of the Hendricks Banjo Company with 
his very talented brother Montie.  Th ey have 
a booth at the CBA Father's Day Bluegrass 
Festival Luthiers Pavilion virtually every 
year, doing repairs and selling their line of 
custom banjos.  He has  had the opportunity 
to play with some of the fi nest musicians 
in bluegrass and country music, includ-
ing Tiny Moore and Ray Park, and was  a 
featured performer on the PBS show 
California Gold with host Howell Houser 
playing the opening and closing theme song, 
"California Here I come."  You can fi nd a 
link to this show and others by going to his 
web site, www.allenhendricks.com.
  Allen was even involved in doing sound 
for CBA events in the Sacramento area, 

involving the Osbourne Brothers, Jim and 
Jesse, David Grisman and High Country 
among others in the late 1980's and early 
'90's.  He has really been the go to, banjo 
player in the Sacramento area for many, 
many, years and still is.  Keep in mind 
this has traditionally been the area that 
had the highest concentration of CBA 
members so he has had an outsized impact 
on generations of aspiring banjo players.

The Fiddle GuyThe Fiddle Guy
String Instruments Sales and Service

See you at Grass Valley!

* Fiddles and Accessories
* On-site Repairs
* Buy/Sell/Trade-ins
* Free Evaluations
  

Steve Joynes  sjoynes@att.net  (650) 575-1115

Darby Brandli

Allen Hendricks
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