B Section - the bluegrass buzz

April fools edition

CBA Camping Safety Alert
By Dr. Hiram Notsobrite
The CBA has announced that
fans and their kids attending this
summer’s Father’s Day Bluegrass
Festival Campers should avoid any
contact with streams and ponds
threaded throughout the Nevada

County Fairgrounds Festival site.
A recent accidental Chemical Truck
accident leached into the ground
water of Nevada County and has
been affecting the area’s natural
habitats with curious results.
The
resident
County
Fair
grounds staff has
had a few recent
inexplicable encounters
with
these life forms
that seem to be
readying themselves for the upcoming feast, um,
er… fest due to
hit the area this
coming Father’s
Day.
Children
of
the crew have
reported losing
siblings in dangerous encounters
with a variety of
unnatural
wild

life including a couple
of rather strange and
threatening
catfish
and a most unpleasant
hybrid of a crabopatomus.
Terrestrially speaking, a population of
squirrels local to the
fairgrounds have been
overheard picking tiny
little instruments in
remote corners of the
fairgrounds after a recent afternoon of swimming and sunbathing
in the recent warm, late
winter weather.

CBA
Chairman
Ousted
By Martin Gibson
The California Bluegrass Association has disclosed that Chairman
Rick Cornish has been forced to resign over allegations of a conflict of
interest with international implications. It seems that while at the
same time he was serving as CBA
chairman, he had also sworn allegiance to the Cornish Bluegrass Association. Because Cornwall is part
of the United Kingdom, Cornish is
in direct violation of his oath to defend and uphold the bylaws of the
CBA (the real CBA, that is) against
all friends or enemies, domestic or
foreign, regular or decaffeinated.
Upon further investigation, it
has been revealed that Cornish was
double-dealing both organizations,
holding out for the highest bidder
in a devious game of his own design. Traveling in a world of glamour, glitz and almost unimaginable
luxury, the ivory-bearded con artist extracted sums totaling in the
millions of dollars (equivalent
to rather less millions in British
pounds) from both CBAs for various schemes dedicated to the furtherance of Bluegrass, Old-Time,
and Gospel music.
The bubble burst for “Champagne” Rick when the landlord of
his Paris apartment mistakenly sent
the new lease agreement to CBA
headquarters instead of Cornish’s
mail drop in the Bahamas. Apparently, the chairman had been
siphoning off money from Kids on
Bluegrass to finance his high-flying
hi-jinks. Yes, while the youngest
and most vulnerable members of
our community were forced to play
with substandard capos and rusty
Continued on B-2
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By Molly Tenbrooks
With the ouster of Chairman Rick Cornish, the
CBA board and officers have undergone a reorganization. These changes have been made to streamline
business and take advantage of each member’s particular talents, or lack thereof.
After the Cornish debacle, the board has decided
to turn all over ALL authority to President Darby
Brandli. Henceforth, Darby is President for Life. All
her decisions are final and there is no appeal. The
board also voted to approve funds for a life-size stat-

ue of Our Fearless Leader to be placed on her front
lawn.
Rich Evans has been reassigned to the Chairman
of the Facial Hair Committee. Despite tough competition from J.D. Rhynes and Frank Solivan, Rich’s
splendid cookie-duster put him over the top.
Publicity Director Bruce Campbell is now the official CBA guru. Bruce’s Buddha-like demeanor and
general likableness has a calming effect wherever he
goes. This Father’s Day, he’ll be appearing onstage to
Continued on B-2
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CBA Chairman
Ousted
Continued from B-1
strings, our chairman was amusing himself at the gaming tables of
Monte Carlo.
Across the pond in Cornwall,
the hardworking coal miners and
their families who looked to bluegrass music as a diversion from
their dreary lives were just as devastated to find that they had been defrauded. They were a lively bunch
and had much to say, but darned
if I could understand a word of it,
besides “pint” and “dram.”
Reaction by Cornish’s colleagues on the CBA board ranged
from stunned to angry to downright furious. “Hey, he’s got a
beard, I’ve got a beard. I thought
he was cool,” said former board
member Mark Hogan. “It just goes
to show you…uh…something.”
“I should’ve known,” said Tim
Edes. “Left-handed fiddler. Wears
Hawaiian shirts. All the signs were
there. I was just too blind to see.”

“As a healthcare professional, I
know that tarring and feathering
isn’t just a jocular prank. Someone
could get seriously injured,” said
CBA President Darby Brandli.
“With that in mind…”
“There comes a time for healing,” intoned Chairman Emeritus
Carl Pagter. “and Rick’s going to
need it when we get through with
him.”
“As an attorney, I know that a
defendant is innocent until proven
guilty,” said Treasurer Ed Alston.
“Mr. Cornish will receive a fair and
impartial trial immediately before
the hanging.”
J.D. Rhynes had a lot to say.
But you know, this is a family-oriented publication, so we’ll just sort
of summarize by letting you know
that J.D. was quite perturbed. Oh,
and he said to tell Darby that he’s
got plenty of tar, should she need it
for anything.

CBA Board Announces Changes
Continued from B-1
lead the crowd in a big chanting
jam session.
Lisa Burns has resigned from
her position of VP of Development and Sponsorships to accept
the post of Bluegrass Ambassador
to Hawaii. In her new capacity, she
will be conducting an outreach program on the beaches and lounges
throughout the island chain. Lisa
says, “Aloha, suckers.”
East Bay Activities VP Bruno
Brandli is resigning his post to
focus full time on his duties as director of the Men’s Crisis Center.
You’re always there when we need

And have fun at camp!
San Francsico Activities VP
Chuck Poling has voluntarily
checked into the Lloyd Loar Center for Mandolin Addiction. No
one ever gets cured, but gee howdy,
they have some killer jam sessions.
Teen Ambassador Angelica
Grim will be taking a leave of absence while she undergoes anti-aging treatment. The board decided
that Angelica is far too adorable
and valuable as a youth representative to allow the ravages of time to
interfere with her duties. As many
CBA members can testify, growing
up is overrated anyway.

J.D.’s Kerosene
Kitchen
Recently, there was a conversation on the CBA message board
about how our moms used to treat
childhood illnesses by dosing us up
with kerosene in the good ‘ol days.
Well I got to thinkin’ about some
of wonderful ways momma used
kerosene and just started getting
a serious case of the slobbers. So I
started digging around and found
some of those good ‘ol recipes that
just get my tail wagging like an ‘ol
blue tick hound on the hunt. Since
then, I’ve been collecting kerosene
recipes from pert near everywhere.
Here are some favorites that’ll
warm your innards so nice you’ll
think you swallowed an electric
blanket.

Kerosene Kocktail
2 parts kerosene
1 part Midori liqueur or Palmolive Dish Soap (same difference)
1 part Windex
1 part lime juice
Put all ingredients in martini
shaker and shake vigorously.
Strain, serve in old-fashioned
glass with slice of lime. Pour
into gas tank of your car. For
Pete’s sake, you didn’t think I was
gonna drink that stuff, did you?
Mileage results may vary.

Kerosene Kritters
kritters
1 clove garlic
salt and pepper to taste
matches
Kill and dress kritters. Rub with
garlic. Sprinkle with salt and
pepper. Douse with kerosene.
Toss match and run.

Kerosene Glazed Ham
Rick Cornish feigns sleep like a pseudo-dead opossum in a vain
effort to avoid the repercussions of his dastardly activities, for the
all good it will do him!
photo: Pa Perazzi

you, Bruno. Even when you’re not.
Secretary Diana Donnelly has
added a new job to her portfolio.
She is now Minister of Bluegrass
Fashion and will have final say
on all stage outfits at CBA events.
Tuck that shirt in, mister!
Ingrid Noyes has been promoted to Music Camp Commandant. Her previous title of Director
just didn’t seem to reflect the awesome authority she wields over the
camp.
Camp attendees are advised to
speak when spoken to and to yield
to her authority in all matters or
end up spending time in the cooler.

1 ham, butt or shank end, 5 – 7
lbs.
1 cup kerosene
½ lb brown sugar
3 dozen two-penny nails

Preheat oven to 250 degrees. Don’t turn it no
higher or you’ll have the
dadgumminest
kitchen
fire you’ve ever seen.
Lightly score top of ham
in diamond pattern. Now,
instead of inserting some
sissy little cloves, just go
ahead and pound in those
nails. Helps the ham cook
faster and evenly, plus adds
lots of iron to your diet.
Mix kerosene and brown
sugar for glaze. Brush on glaze
and bake that porker until he
squeals or reaches an internal
temperature of 170 degrees. Now
that’s some good eatin’.

Kowboy Kerosene
Koffee
1 8 oz. cup of coffee
2 tablespoons kerosene
8 oz. bourbon whiskey
Stir kerosene into coffee. Then

J.D. “Busta” Rhynes
drink the bourbon. After that
you won’t care what the coffee
tastes like. Now take your medicine like a big boy.
Yessiree. It don’t get no gooder
than this. Nothing like high grade
kerosene to add a little zip to any
recipe. Well folks, up here on the
mountain it’s colder than a stepmother’s kiss and I’ve got the ‘ol
wood-burning stove just going
ninety to nothing. Time to call in
the dogs. “Come on in you critters.” No, not for a recipe!

The Dale Gribble
Bluegrass Experience
The California Bluegrass Association has outdone itself in preparation for this year’s 32nd annual
Father’s Day Festival. The CBA
has created quite a buzz with the
addition of the Texas based, “Dale
Gribble Bluegrass Experience.”
Led by the explosive banjo picking
(and unintelligible mumbling) of
Jeff “Boomchick” Boomhauer, this
quartet will take a break from their
regular gig in Branson, Missouri
to grace the CBA stage with their
famous animated musical antics
alongside the Del McCoury Band,
Rhonda Vincent & many other
great acts. California bluegrass fans
will be waiting with baited breath
to hear the DGBE’s latest hit, “The
Devil Went Down to Colfax,” featuring the hot fiddling talent of

Chuck Daniels aided and abetted
by the impressive single finger keyboard runs of Dale Gribble and the
authentic washboard antics of Bill
Dauterive. This furious foursome
is also known to dabble in psychedelic experimentation whenever
they find themselves within fiddling distance of San Francisco and
this may result in an inspired performance of their first smash hit,
“Livin' on Reds, Vitamin C and
Propane."

Thanks to Chuck Poling and Ted Silverman
for the April Fools articles and thanks Ted
for the artwork
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Psychologist Blasts Kids on Bluegrass

By Paul N. Silas
A noted Bay Area child psychologist recently expressed deep
concerns about the CBA’s popular
Kids On Bluegrass program and its
effects on the developing minds of
children.
“Kids On Bluegrass is exactly
the type of activity that parents
should be concerned about, precisely because of its outward appearance of wholesomeness, fun
and family participation,” said Dr.
Thurlow Squelch of the Pediatric
Institute of New Health Education and Arts Development (PINHEAD).
“It is particularly damaging
to young adolescents in the 11 to
14 year old range,” continued Dr.
Squelch. “This is the time when
they should be developing the sur-

www.cbaontheweb.org

liness and bad attitude that will
take them through the all important years of high school angst.
Parents are not doing their children
any favors by surrounding them
with a fun, nurturing community
of other like-minded kids and supportive adults. These young people
are growing up with a distorted
view of the world.”
According to Dr. Squelch, a
recent PINHEAD study found
that children who participate in
KOB are far more likely to do their
chores, show concern for others
and worst of all, actually enjoy the
company of their parents, even to
the point of being seen in public
with them.
“There are some very serious indicators of dysfunctionality here,”
said Dr. Squelch. “ I attended the

Father’s Day Festival last June to
get a first-hand look at how these
children are being treated. Frankly,
I was shocked. These children exhibit none of the behavior that is
typical for their age group. I continually flashed gang signs at the
kids, but they just didn’t recognize
them. In fact, they just kind of giggled at me. Something is terribly
wrong here.”
“Also disturbing was the fact
that many of these children were
out in the sun and fresh air for days
at a time. Their access to computers is severely limited or just not
available at all.
With recent technological advances in video games, there’s more
violence than ever that they are
missing out on.
“But what really set off the

The California Bluegrass Association
in partnership with Black Oak Casino
proudly presents:

April 20, 2007 at 9 p.m.

Rhonda Vincent
www.blackoakcasino.com

alarm bells was the manner in
which these children simply repeat
the same statements about ‘having
fun’ and ‘learning a lot’ and their
almost cult-like reverence for KOB
leaders Frank Solivan and Sharon
Elliot. Even when I was able to
isolate them and ask them leading
questions, they wouldn’t let down
their guard. These poor kids have
been thoroughly brainwashed. It
was just the same old stuff like,
‘Frank and Sharon are great. We
learn so much from them’ or ‘I
think it’s kind of cool to enjoy
bluegrass music with my parents.’
Shocking but true.”
To counteract the effects of Kids
On Bluegrass, Dr. Squelch recommends children follow a regimen
of listening to obscene rap music,
ignoring homework, pouting and

constantly having confrontations
with parents. “If we can just reach
these kids early,” said Dr. Squelch, “
we have a chance to help them develop their full potential as whiny,
ungrateful, uncooperative brats.
But for many of these children, it’s
just too late.”

Dr. Thurlow Squelch

Don’t be cold
blooded:Bring your
favorite pet to the
Annual CBA
Spring campout.

April 13-15, 2007

Stanislaus
COUNTY
FAIRGROUNDS
900 North Broadway
Turlock, CA

Bluegrass Masters

Feel the

LOVE

see page A-3 for a map

Joe Weed & Highland Studio

www.cbaontheweb.org
In San Francisco Shelby Ash
presents bluegrass and more
Saturday, April 7
Americana Jukebox (every 1st Saturday)
Grizzly Peak (SF) fine traditional bluegrass
Jason Overton Band (SF) country/blues/Americana
Poor Man's Whiskey Trio (Bay Area)
The Knockout, 3223 Mission Street @Valencia, SF
415-550-6994
9pm / $8

...We know acoustic music!

(800) 354-5580

Concerned about how your duplicator may "master" your precious
recordings?
Let us make the master you need, with GUARANTEED sound.
You'll get a free proof to play on your CD player at home!

Accepted at all US duplicators
Send your project to

Highland Studio for mastering by Joe Weed

Friday, April 20
Bluegrass Bonanza! (every 3rd Friday)
The Earl Brothers (SF)
The Mighty Crows (Bay Area)
Plough & Stars, 116 Clement Street @2nd, SF
415-751-1122
9pm / $6
Saturday, May 5
Honky Tonk Showdown: Cinco de Mayo Americana Style
Rancho Deluxe (Los Angeles)
The Cowlicks (Bay Area)
Good Luck Thrift Store Outfit (Oakdale, CA)
The Whoreshoes (Bay Area)
@Cafe du Nord, 2170 Market Street, San Francisco
415-861-5016
9pm / $10
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Wintergrass Wonderland Valerie Smith
& Becky Buller
interview

By Brenda Hough
Alice may have fallen into a rabbit hole to find her Wonderland,
but I hopped on a plane, flew past
majestic snow covered mountains
and found a magical four day adventure without leaving downtown
Tacoma, Washington.
Wintergrass is one of the top
bluegrass festivals in the country,
and during its 14 year history, it
has presented some of the top acts
in bluegrass and acoustic music.
This year was no exception, as the
festival brought Doyle Lawson and
Quicksilver, Chris Thile and the
How To Grow A Band, Blue Highway and a unique Midnight Mandolins concert with Mike Marshall,
Chris Thile and Hamilton de Holanda to festival goers at five different stages at the Sheraton, the Marriott and the Urban Grace Church.
In total there were 80 scheduled
concerts and 49 workshops ranging from “Guitar for the Impatient
Beginner” to “Resomania” and
“Bass for the Weekend Warrior.”
Everything at Wintergrass is
done with a touch of finesse. Their
Wintergrass poster is lovingly produced on a Challenge Proof Press
with real letter blocks and real ink.
The welcome table always had lots
of smiling volunteers who could
cheerfully answer questions day
and night. There is even a Toddlergrass room for little ones to roll
around, take a nap, or just wiggle,
dance, move and play.
With four or five concerts or

workshops happening every hour,
it was hard to make choices. The
Urban Grace Church stage offered wonderful acoustics, and an
intimate setting that filled quickly
for the popular concerts. Festival
attendees would speculate on how
early to walk to the church in order
to get good seats for several hours
of shows. The main stage in the
Sheraton Pavilion offered many
more seats and usually latecomers
could find a space to squeeze in
and hear a show.
Jamming is in full force at Wintergrass and often the stage performers would be found in small
jam groups after the show. Groups
of players would be found in the
same areas throughout the festival
and there was a spirit of good fun
and cooperation throughout.
With so many concerts and workshops, it’s impossible to see every
one. My personal list of delights
and discoveries:
Doyle Lawson and Quicksilver:
What can I say? The band gets better and better. Jamie Dailey, Doyle,
Terry and Darren are joined by
Mike Hartgrove on fiddle. There
is no other group that does gospel
like Quicksilver and fans will be
delighted to know that a new album was released in March.
Three Fox Drive: Californian
Megan Lynch adds an extra zing to
the sound and Kim Fox hasn’t lost
her touch for writing outstanding
songs.
Valerie Smith and Liberty Pike:

Valerie’s soulful singing is backed
by a top notch and versatile band.
One of the entertaining delights
of their show is the shuffling of
instruments as Valerie trades off
on guitar, mandolin, fiddle and
dancing feet! Becky’s clawhammer
banjo and fiddling is matched by
Jonathan Maness’ guitar leads.
Uncle Earl: The Earl girls just
continue to put out toe-tapping,
happy music.
Tim O’Brien: Songwriter supreme, mandolin ambassador and
a high-powered band with Casey
Driessen on fiddle, Danny Barnes
on banjo and Dennis Crouch on
bass.
Chris Thile, Mike Marshall,
Hamilton de Holanda: Midnight
Mandolins – magic into the wee
hours. Wow!
Chris Thile and the How to
Grow A Band/ The Infamous
Stringdusters: Double Wow – the
instrumental chops in these two
bands are incredible. It would be
fun to see these two bands play
Family Feud on television!
Crooked Still:
Boundary
blending bluegrass with stirring
vocals from Aoife O’Donovan and
rhythm cello from Rushad Eggleston. Add a banjo and double
bass and you’re acoustic fusion.
Jo Miller and Her Burly Roughnecks: Absolute fun with rhythm
on drums, Epiphone archtop guitar
and an accordion! A colliding collection of bluegrass, swing, Northwest cowboy and honky tonk.

By Brenda Hough

Discussion of the band’s sound and
their musical influences:
Valerie: Our sound has a lot of energy – harmonies and instrumentals. It varies. We don’t do the
strictly bluegrass
sound. It varies in
feel and style.

I met Johnny Cash, Waylon Jennings and got to know some greats.
I’ll never forget that.
Andy Leftwich was in my first band
and now he’s with Ricky Skaggs. I
had a great guitar player named
Travis Alltop who
was just phenomenal. Andy stayed
with me a long time.
I saw Becky at IBMA
and I said you need
to find another gold
nugget. She was the
first person I called
for the job. She said
yes and she’s been
with me ever since.

Becky: And Valerie went to school
in Kansas City
for jazz and opera. And I was
trained classically.
I played classical
violin in orchestras. I grew up
with a lot of rock
Becky: I had two
music.
Simon
months to go until I
Becky Buller
and Garfunkel,
finished college. She
Flatt and Scruggs
waited so I said Lord
and Lonesome River Band got me this must be where you want me.
through high school. We’ve got
lots of different influences.
Valerie: I look for an artist not
just a player for the job. It’s worth
Valerie: We’re a product of the waiting for to make music. One
Midwestern environment, twisted of my rules – it’s about the music.
as it may be.
Everything else stays off to the side.
When I go to a museum, I don’t
Becky: My parents had a bluegrass like to be distracted.
band back in Minnesota. They
were called Prairie Grass so I grew There’s no such thing as an outup listening to bluegrass and I sider in this music. When I’m in
wanted to be part of their band. It front of a large audience I think I
took me about a year to convince have a large living room and I can
them that I wanted to play the fit everyone in. Everywhere you go,
fiddle. We didn’t have any fiddle even overseas, you learn one thing,
teachers in the area, but a gal in and people are the same. We’re all
Mankato taught Suzuki violin and a little vulnerable, and we all need
she knew I wanted to be a fiddler. to laugh and we all need to feel bad
So she would teach me fiddle tunes sometimes. Human spirit is comalong with the classical and I think plicated, but it’s really not. When
that was the best way to learn. It I’m on stage and I look at all those
hard to switch from one to the people and I think these are all reother because of the off beat. I got ally great people and I would have
to learn both side by side. We did them in my house and fix dinner
lots of festivals around Minnesota. for them and have potluck. I think
I was 16 when Carolina Moon they want to know how I am and
came out by Lou Reid and Terry know our art.
Baucom. Jack Tottle did the liner
notes for that album, and he was in On songwriting:
the bluegrass program at ETSU. I Becky: I read, watch lots of movies
was so excited to find a school that and I try to listen and try to listen
had bluegrass music and I told my while I’m out to eat. I’ve gotten
parents I was going there.
lines from people in restaurants
and I write it on a napkin and stick
Valerie: I went to the University of it on my bathroom mirror. One
Missouri in Kansas City and stud- whole side of my bathroom mirror
ied voice, music history and educa- is all ideas for songs. So yeah they
tion. I studied jazz with Kirby Shaw show up. Some take a half hour
and did that for a long time. I grew and others take three years. It’s exup with gospel music and old time citing.
music and old country music. I’m
from a small town, Holt, Missouri I wrote Little Bird in the car on the
and went to college and started way to a gig in Knoxville. It lent itstudying different things. When self well to the clawhammer banjo.
I got back out I taught school for I’ve been a fan of the clawhammer
awhile and started doing bluegrass banjo since Gillian Welch. I love
every Friday night.
her stuff and I took lessons from
a guy out at East Tennessee State.
My husband is a geologist so he got Clawhammer feels like the fiddle
a job, a really good opportunity. It shuffle and I gravitated towards
was exciting to meet all these leg- that.
ends that I always wanted to meet.
Continued on B-5
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Valerie Smith & Becky Buller interview

Valerie: When I approach an album, I think of art and a palette. I
keep saying palette and my palette
of textures and colors. My CDs are
a way of exploring who I am and
hopefully as we grow older, our
texture becomes more interesting
and intricate and wisdom in different colors. I admit some things
and say I wish I had done that.

As an artist you have to pick out
songs that show mental maturity
as well and thoughts that change.
No Summer Storm was a dark album, even the cover was dark, and
that was a difficult time for me.
Changing from my twenties to my
thirties, and I had a musician who
passed away during the recording
of that album. His brother was in

the band, and Andy Leftwich was
part of my sound and he was leaving. I had a huge band turnover
and it was the first drastic change.
Things can change in a matter of
5 hours in your life. I was not the
same after those changes: a death
of a musician. I didn’t have the
happiness and vitality I had before.
That album was an expression – I

was in a storm, but it was not going to stop me. I’m going to keep
going, I love what I do enough,
and it’s going to find. I’ve got to
be a captain at sea and go through
the storm. I just released a gospel
album. I didn’t release one before
because I really wasn’t ready. Emotionally everyone is different spiritually and it takes some maturity

Redwood Bluegrass Associates Presents

Lost Coast

LOST COAST

CLASSIFIED
ADS
Fiddle - Frank Daniels, “32,
blonde wood, one piece back,
perfect condition, new strings,
pretty look and sound. 1900$
Karen 530 558 5470

Co-sponsored by the Northern California Bluegrass Society

Mountain View

for that too. I was ready for the
gospel album. That’s What Love
Can Do is a lighter album to show
I want to have fun again. And finally the gospel album was my way
of saying you know what, we’re all
going to be okay. It was important
that the album wasn’t preachy – I
wanted an album to say you’re worthy of love.

FOR SALE

Jack & Molly Tuttle
April 14, 2007

Bluegrass in

B-

Ticket Prices
$15 in Advance
$18 Day of show

Half Price

First Presbyterian Church
1667 Miramonte Ave
at Cuesta Dr

Ages 13 - 18

Doors Open at 7:00 PM
Shows Start at 8:00 PM

12 and under
Music students

Free

RBA has been fortunate to witness the development of one of the country's most remarkable young bluegrass musicians: Frankie Nagle. On the RBA stage, Frankie sat in with Karl Shiﬂett, had a duo with Brittany
Haas, was part of the School Of Bluegrass, and teamed with other hot young musicians in Donner Mountain.
Donner Mountain has now become Lost Coast. Their high energy shows, enjoyed at festivals throughout the
western United States, reﬂect their passion for traditional bluegrass — set in dazzling arrangements which
create a new sound that’s all their own. That Lost Coast combination of exuberance and musical prowess
won them ﬁrst prize in the 2006 National Bluegrass Playoffs at the Huck Finn Jubilee in Victorville, CA. In
addition to Frankie Nagle (banjo, vocals), Lost Coast is comprised of Jacob Groopman (guitar, vocals), Hide
Kawatsure (mandolin, vocals), Annie Staninec (ﬁddle, vocals), and Andrew Conklin (acoustic bass).

The release of the debut album of Jack & Molly Tuttle will be celebrated at this concert!

Jack Tuttle has performed professionally in numerous
bands, including the Tall Timber Boys and Fog City RamMolly & Jack TUTTLE
blers (bluegrass), the Gryphon Quintet and Front Porch
Swing Band (swing), Emerald (Celtic), and the Mayﬁeld
String Band (old-time). Jack has taught more than 1000
students over twenty years in both private and group lessons, as well as at the Festival of American Fiddle Tunes,
the California Coast Music Camp, and the CBA Bluegrass
Camp. Jack has been especially successful teaching children, some of whom — like Frankie Nagle and Brittany
Haas -- have grown into major talents. His School Of Bluegrass bands have introduced RBA audiences to some of the
top emerging musicians in the west.
Among Jack’s most successful and talented students is his daughter, Molly Tuttle, whose guitar playing
and singing are sure to ﬁnd a wider audience. Dan Paisley heard and played a bit with Molly at last fall's
Bluegrassin' In the Foothills Festival, reporting that he was "blown away" by her music, and saying, "Molly
doesn't just play the right notes, she feels them. Her singing is the same."
Both Molly and Frankie are barely teenagers, while Annie Staninec is barely out of her teens, so the evening
will provide a delightful look at the future of Bay Area bluegrass.
Tickets are available online from TicketWeb (www.ticketweb.com) and by mail order: RBA, P.O. Box 390515, Mountain
View, CA 94039. Please enclose a self-addressed stamped envelope along with your check or money order, plus a note
indicating what you want to order. Tickets are also available at Gryphon Stringed Instruments, 211 Lambert St., Palo
Alto. Additional information: 650-691-9982, www.rba.org Thank you for your support!

LESSONS
BANJO LESSONS IN BAY
AREA from Bill Evans. Rounder recording artist, Banjo Newsletter columnist and AcuTab
author. Beginners to advanced;
Scruggs, melodic and singlestring styles, back up, theory,
repertoire. Lessons tailored to
suite each student’s individual
needs, including longer evening
or weekend sessions for out-oftown students. Over 20 years
teaching experience. Albany,
510-528-1924; email bevan@
nativeandfine.com.
BANJO LESSONS WITH
ALLEN HENDRICKS of
Hendricks Banjos, the California Quickstep and formerly of
the South Loomis Quickstep.
I teach all styles of five-string
banjo playing that can be done
with finger picks. All levels
from rank beginner to accomplished player who may need
additional direction to take his
or her playing to a higher level.
Private individual lessons as
well as teaching your group to
compliment each other’s styles
and abilities. I teach at my
own private studio in the Sacramento Area. I also teach in my
home just north of Placerville.
I play banjo, I make banjos, and
I sometimes buy and sell banjos
and other stringed instruments.
For further information or to
schedule lesson times, please
call 916-614-9145 or 530-6221953.

WANTED

BLUEGRASS BANDS with
terrific vocalists (male and
female) wanted for a variety
of album length projects.
We are an independent label
with national distribution
looking for a number of talented bluegrass bands to join
our growing roster. Own recording facilities are preferable. Contact: comassola@
yahoo.com.

Father's
Day
June 14-17
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Bluegrass Festival
www.cbaontheweb.org

Your Father's Day Festival slow jam tune o' the month tablature for beginners
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Arr. by Steve Kaufman

Steve
Kaufman
& the CBA
Father's Day
Festival slow
jam

It's hard to find a picture of
Steve Kaufman with a sour face. It's
not surprising that Mr. Kaufman is
a happy guy, given his success in
his chosen field of endeavor. Steve
has made a crusade of bringing
folks into music, mostly providing
guitar flatpicking instruction. He's
issued approximately one trillion
books, tapes and DVD providing instruction to everyone from
rank beginners to hotshots, in every aspect of playing. He runs the
famous Kaufman Acoustic Music
Kamps, which offer a well-rounded
education in instruments like banjo, bass, mando and guitar. Steve is
one of the foremost educators in
our music, simply put.
When Steve heard about the
CBA’s effort to craft an event for
beginning jammers he jumped
right in, creating tab especially for
the planned Father’s Day slow jam
run by Dan Martin. This month
he shares beginning guitar tab for
Will the Circle Be Unbroken. This
tune is on the list of songs to learn
for the CBA slow jam. It is also
played in just about every jam you
find yourself in, so it’s a gooder to
know! If you need more dope about
the CBA Father’s Day Festival slow
jam contact jam leader Dan Martin at powderdan@sbcglobal.net or
visit www.cbaontheweb.org
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Dale Ann Bradley RBA show May 5th
Dale Ann Bradley was born in
1964 near the Cumberland Gap, a
child of a Kentucky coal miner and
hard-shell Baptist minister. By age
5 she was on stage, by her teens she
was winning local talent contests,
and her first band (at age 14) was
Back Porch Grass.
In 1989, Dale Ann became
part of the cast of the Renfro Valley Barn Dance, a show that has
been staged near Lexington since
the late 1930s. In 1991, she joined
its all-women bluegrass group, The
New Coon Creek Girls, eventually
releasing four albums as lead singer
with the band. Dale Ann struck
out on her own in 1997, and has
since released five more albums,
including the Recent "Catch Tomorrow" (on Compass Records,
produced by Alison Brown).

About her latest, Frank Gutch
(Folk & Acoustic Music Exchange/
FAME) says, “Dale Ann Bradley
will no doubt turn some heads in
Nashville with this release. She is
the real deal in a city of pretenders
and she will survive. When most
of the darlings of modern country
are taking flack, she will be remembered for being true to her music-- and for that angelic voice.
Five times nominated as Female
Vocalist Of the Year by the International Bluegrass Music Association (IBMA) and 2001 winner of
that award from the Society for the
Preservation of Bluegrass Music in
America (SPBGMA), Dale Ann
Bradley is also recognized as one of
the strongest rhythm guitar players
-- as well as finest singers -- in the
music.

The April Fool
By Cliff Compton

She's also got a great new
band:
Jeff Parker (mandolin, vocals) Lonesome River Band, acclaimed
solo album,at the Renfro Valley
Barn Dance with Dale Ann
Ramona Church (banjo, vocals)
- Big Country Bluegrass, Carolina Road,in the New Coon Creek
Girls with Dale Ann
Mike Bub (bass, vocals) - Del
McCoury Band, numerous
IBMA awards
Troy Engle (fiddle, lead guitar) Mark Newton Band, Patty Loveless Band
This is a stellar line-up, and
Dale Ann Bradley knows it: “I feel
like I’m starting a new musical life
with this entourage. And that’s just
the truth. With the musical talent
of these folks, along with their personal character and their true dedication to making this musical unit
as good as it can be, I have nothing but the highest hopes for all of
us.”
The Dale Ann Bradley Band
Sat., May 5 - Doors open: 7 pm;
showtime: 8 pm
First Presbyterian Church
Mountain View
1667 Miramonte Ave.
(at Cuesta Dr.), Mt. View

Dale Ann Bradley

TICKETS: $15/advance, $18/day
of show. Half-price for teens, free
for under-13 AND bluegrass music
students (accompanied by paying
adult) INFORMATION/RESERVATIONS: http://www.rba.org,
650-691-9982

Darrell Johnston
Kids Instrument
Lending Library
The Darrell Johnston Kids Instrument
Lending Library was established in
memory of CBA’s former Treasurer who
died suddenly in 2004. He was a generous
man who loved music and was especially
fond of the Kids on Bluegrass and helping
young people acquire instruments to play
Bluegrass Music.
Darrell made the first instrument
donations to the program that would later
become the Kids Instrument Lending
Library and supported the program with
his wallet and his heart.
Aimee Anderson playing the first fiddle
from the lending library on the CBA stage
at Grass Valley in 2005.
Photo by Bob Calkins

of

It’s April and I’m thinking about the one that
I heard somebody call the April fool
It kind of sticks in my craw,
Them calling him that…
He always meant a lot to me
And old Bill Monroe was singing
“Were you there when they crucified my lord”
And no I wasn’t, but I heard enough about it
Being the son of a preacher
I figure I heard it in a thousand songs
And God only knows how many sermons
And dad would pull out his banjo on a Sunday night
And do that sort of Scruggs roll
and he start to sing with every fiber in his being
“Is there blood upon your hands
Do you daily take his holy name in vain
By the very act you do
You can crucify him too
And in evil work you’ll never cleanse your hands”
And I don’t know where he found that song,
But it used to haunt me
Because, if the truth were to be told,
I’ve done a few evil works in my own time
And there’s a lot good heaven songs in bluegrass
Mixed in with the murder ballads, the drinking songs,
And all them songs about hardscrabble life
And I like them
They make me feel good
I reckon my dad’s up there
I saw him leave this world
And we were standing around singing one of those
heaven songs
When his line went flat
Beulah land sweet Beulah land
And my momma held his hand for a few minutes
And she said “Well, Normans gone home, and we should
probably leave now.”
And I didn’t cry because he looked at peace
And I knew he’d lived a righteous life
But I not so sure how much good those heaven songs
would do
If he hadn’t been able to sing “the old rugged cross” with
conviction
Like how Hank Williams used to sing
“how can you refuse him now”
And my father couldn’t refuse him
And that cross was his lifeline
And I’m playing with Rich Ferguson and his wife and
Pat Calhoun and Ed baker on a Sunday morning in Plymouth
And I’m half asleep because me and Armando
were singing about thirteen verses of amazing grace at 2:30 in
the morning
And people are crawling out of their tents with espresso 		
dreams
And a few of us like minded folks are singing a few of them
cross and heaven songs
And I’m thinking about this man they called the April fool
And I guess some folks think It would be foolish to die
like he did
For those who could care less
“Were you there when they crucified my lord
Were you there when they crucified my lord
Oh sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble
Were you there when they crucified my lord”

The lending library has collected donated
instruments, had professional luthiers set
them up to be played, and established
a program for lending instruments to
families for their children’s use.

To borrow an instrument for a child or for further information regarding this
program, please contact:

Sharon or Steve Elliott at 510-728-7613
or email kidslendinglibrary@yahoo.com

Happy Easter
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Interview with San Francisco bluegrass artist from "back east"
By Chuck Poling
Belle Monroe and Her Brewglass Boys have been a mainstay of
the San Francisco bluegrass scene
for about ten years now. Fronted
by Pam Brandon on guitar and
vocals, the band has maintained a
steady lineup over the last five years
with Tom Drohan on bass, Ted Silverman on mandolin and vocals,
Jordan Klein on banjo and vocals,
Rick Hendricks on dobro and vocals, and Diana Greenberg (the
prettiest Brewglass Boy) on fiddle.
Belle and the Boys made all their
San Francisco pals proud this past
summer when they placed third at
the prestigious Rockygrass Festival
Band Competition.
They are well known for their
versatility, equally adept at working a crowd into a frenzy with a
put-the-pedal-to-the-metal-tempo
breakdown, getting it to sing along
with a bluegrassed version of a Beatles tune, or stunning them with a
slow, soulful ballad from the Duchess of Bluegrass herself, Belle Monroe. Of the many talented female
vocalists in the Bay Area, she is notable for the command she has over
her voice, easily moving from the
kitten’s purr to a full-throated field
holler, and the range of emotion
with which she colors her subjects.
Belle is also known for her commanding stage presence – everyone
knows when Belle is on stage and
who’s in charge.
So who is Belle Monroe and
just what is her story?
Folks, meet Pam Brandon. She’s
from back east. Way east. All the
way from merry old England, that
green and pleasant land. By now
it shouldn’t be too surprising that
bluegrass has worldwide appeal
and has devoted followers in the
United Kingdom, as well as dozens
of other countries. But it’s always
fascinating to hear stories of how
folks from other nations came to
love bluegrass.
I recently had a little chat with
Pam about, among other things,
how she got into bluegrass, how
she emigrated to the States, and
how explosives are used in cave
rescue. As we say in the newspaper
business, she makes good copy.
Where are you from?
I am from a walled Roman city
called Chester, in the North West
of England near Liverpool.
When did you move to the U.S?
Why?
I was an exchange student at
Penn State University in my junior
year of college (84/85) and moved
here permanently in 1986. The
student year was for adventure, but
the permanent move was for love.
I married an American. He was a
musician, a bass player who had me
loading equipment into the van on
our wedding night. Hmmm. Divorce wasn’t too far off. I ditched
the husband but kept the country.
When my divorce was made final I

sold my wedding dress and bought
a motorcycle with the money. I
think there’s a song in there somewhere. (I’m working on it, Pam.)
I know your parents played folk
and bluegrass music, so it has
always been a part of your life.
Did you ever go through a period
of thinking it couldn’t be cool if
your parents did it? Did you rediscover the music at a later age
or were you always into it?
My parents were the coolest
people I knew growing up, and
I hung out with them a lot more
than any of my friends did with
their parents. We’d go to the jazz
club every Thursday night, the folk
club every Friday night, a bluegrass
pick on Mondays, Irish sessions at
the pub, etc. Our house contained
so many instruments it would have
been impossible not to
grow up a musician, and
musicians were always
coming to stay from
out of town. We were a
seven banjo household.
My father was a potholer (spelunker) and on
the Cave Rescue, and
the police would come
once a year to check on
my father’s explosives
license but never the
banjos. I started playing bluegrass bass with
my parents in a family
band when I was 16,
right when my friends
were actively avoiding
theirs. They thought I
was mad.
How much of a bluegrass scene is there in
the UK?
There’s a small bluegrass scene in the UK,
and a few decent festivals, like
Edale and Didmartin. Festivals in
England tend to be damp, muddy
affairs, with lots of pub picking.
Very different to the festival experience here. The rain makes for miserable BBQing. I think it’s hard for
touring bluegrass bands to play in
the UK. It’s relatively remote, hard
to get a work permit, and everybody smokes in pubs.
What do you love about bluegrass
and why do you think it has such
an enduring popularity?
I love the sheer joy and adrenaline that comes from the musicians,
the harmonies, the wonderfully
breathtaking improvisational virtuosity that bluegrass demands at any
speed. It’s an incredibly supportive
music scene where the audience is
as much into playing it as listening to it. The songs are fundamentally simple yet as complex as any
given player wants to make them,
but the structure of the music allows for jamming, which I’ve come
to believe is a form of drug. I met
an A&R man in Nashville at BMI
who said that bluegrass musicians

are the only musicians who will get
off stage after a grueling set and go
”Dude, let’s go pick!” It’s the only
music genre I can think of that
spans generations and continues to
grow because older generations are
nurturing young children to play
and thrive in amongst their elders.
It’s kind of a social phenomenon
really. Somebody must be doing a
PhD thesis on it somewhere.
What do you like about the Bay
Area bluegrass scene?
The Bay Area scene is a very
supportive bunch of people, people
who play together, refer each others bands for gigs, and throw great
picking parties...er, I mean festivals! There’s some great fun venues
for playing, such as Amnesia (go
Shawn!) and Café DuNord (get
‘em Guy!) here in SF, McGrath’s

Pam Brandon circa 1968
in Alameda (Peter’s the man!),
the Sweetwater (thanks Larry!)
and Iron Springs Pub in Fairfax
(yay Mike and Anne!). Seriously
though, without great supportive
venues, where would the bands
and the scene be?
Who are some of your favorite
bluegrass artists of the past or
present?
I had “Ragged But Right” by
the Greenbriar Boys when growing up. I wore that LP out. I
think there are some really great
young bands out right now that I
have on heavy rotation on the old
mp3 player, such as the Infamous
Stringdusters, King Wilkie and the
Steep Canyon Rangers. Also, I love
the Del McCoury Band and, for
something a bit different, the Kruger Brothers. The Dick Smith and
Mike O’Reilly Band from the East
Coast write awesome songs.
What was your first instrument
and when did you begin playing?
My first instrument was my
voice, which was very loud even
as a baby. I could also scream very

long notes while going red in the
face, something my mother didn’t
appreciate, but which prepared me
well for singing Little Maggie. Otherwise, my first love was the piano,
which I began playing at age 5, followed by the flute, then the banjo!
Who do you consider major influences?
Most of my major influences
have been vocalists, including my
mom, Jean Brandon, who is a fantastic bluegrass vocalist. Peggy Lee,
Ella Fitzgerald, Anita O’Day and
Sandy Denny have found their way
into my vocal style over the years,
rather than bluegrass vocalists really. Richard Thompson and Martin
Simpson, both Brits, fed my early
guitar work. Now I’m learning to
play the fiddle. When it comes
to the fiddle you can’t beat Stuart Duncan and Stuff
Smith. Boy would I
like to see those two
going head to head.
That would be interesting.
You’ve been to a lot
of festivals and have
jammed with a lot
of notable pickers.
What are some of
your favorite bluegrass moments?
Oh, man, there
have been many…my
first gig on bass with
the Peter Rowan Trio
was a high point. We
kicked off the first
notes of Free Mexican
Airforce and I though,
holey moley, is this
really
happening?!
However, most of my
notable random picker
moments have occurred at Rockygrass or IBMA simply because both places are overrun
with notable pickers. I have sung
swing with the Kruger Bothers in
camp at cocktail hour and hung
on for dear life playing bass with
the Stringdusters, Tim Stafford,
Jim Van Cleve and Frankie Nagle
in Barefoot Kenny’s camp. I once
sat in Casey Driessen’s kitchen
and played for hours with Casey,
Noam Pikelny and David Grier,
which was one of those “pinch me”
moments. At one of my very first
Rockygrass Academys I sang a duet
with Chris Thile around the camp
table in the wee hours, only to be
stopped short by his then fiancée,
who was in high school and had
to get to bed. On the last night
of IBMA a couple of years ago I
sat on the arm of a couch in the
Grey Fox hospitality suite singing
in a jam at 5 AM, looking down
on this small perm-headed woman
singing on the couch next to me. I
sat there for about an hour before
she finally moved and I realized I’d
been singing with Hazel Dickens.
I’ve had some good moments at
Strawberry too. I was singing at

Cactus Bob’s camp late on night
on the Campelot “stage” when a
familiar voice joined me in harmony on the choruses. I looked over
my shoulder, startled to find Tim
O’Brien right next to me, lurking
in the dark. In between choruses
he drank whiskey with Brewglass
Boy Jordan Klein and ate all our
leftovers.
What brand/model was your first
guitar? What are you playing
now?
I grew up playing my mom’s
Martin D35 and borrowed her
“beach guitar” when I went off to
college. The first guitar I owned
was a 1989 Santa Cruz Koa D
that I bought in 1990 from a guy
who’d had it custom made then
had it out, brand spanking new,
on a guitar stand when the Loma
Prieta earthquake hit. A small hole
was punctured in the top, but he
never could live with the repair, so
I bought it relatively cheaply. I still
play it at home, but my Martin
D41 is my main axe for gigging.
How long have the Brewglass
Boys been together?
The band began in 1995 as a
backing band for my parents when
they came over, and we carried on
after they left. Various people have
cycled through in the early years,
including founding member Chazz
Casey on dobro and Craig Fletcher
on banjo (Alhambra Valley Band,
Whiskey Brothers), but this particular lineup has been together about
5 years.
Are you all going back to Rockygrass this year?
Everyone except Tom and Rick
will go this year, because we all
go to the Academy to soak up the
wisdom of the best players in the
business. The band won’t be there
this year to play though. I would’ve
liked another crack at that band
contest, but we’re focusing on a
trip to IBMA instead.
What else is ahead for you and
the Boys?
The Rockygrass competition
last year resulted in some hard work
that re-energized us and provided
some momentum that continues
to this day. We are writing and
working on new tunes and plan to
record in March. It will be a live
concert recording that we will do
at the Icehouse Recording Studio
in San Rafael. The studio was built
by the guy that built the Abbey
Road studio the Beatles recorded
in, and to the same specs. We’re
really looking forward to that. An
invited audience of about 20 people will participate, and we really
want to capture the essence of our
band in our element as a live act.
We aim to go to IMBA in October and hopefully will secure some
showcase slots there with the new
CD and take Nashville by storm,
and fly the San Francisco bluegrass
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Bill Evans String Summit: the
Pam "Belle
Monroe" Brandon best of California generations
flag high! After that we’ll probably
secure a record deal, go on the road
in a too-small van, have intra-band
affairs, drink too much bourbon
and break up.

You haven’t had any turnover in
the band in a long time. What’s
your secret of success?
Nobody else will play with us.
No, that’s not true. Really, I think
it’s that we all play with other
bands too, so we never get sick of
each other. It’s like an open marriage that works. We don’t play too
often, and really enjoy it when we
do. I think that’s it. It certainly isn’t
the money.

Pam Brandon
I know you play guitar, bass, fiddle and piano. Do you have any
hidden talents you haven’t displayed yet?
Aside from the aforementioned
piano and flute playing, I make
very good cocktails.
You have an interesting day job.
Tell me about it.
Oh Chuck, you’re not going to blow my cover, are you? I
am a geek. A structural engineer
by training, but these days spend
most of my time project managing large construction projects.
The new California Academy Of
Sciences building in Golden Gate
Park is my baby. I hope all the BB
readers go visit it when it opens in

2008! Rumor has it I can be seen
in action on an episode of Extreme
Engineering, but I’m not telling.

Do your work and our music
worlds ever intersect?
Every once in a great while, yes.
This happened big time in 1994
when I played in the opening night
concert at the Escondido Center
for the Arts, an 1800-seat concert
hall I had designed as lead structural engineer. You can bet there were
a lot of jokes about the stage-house
not collapsing during my performance. To illustrate this, somebody
dropped a stuffed teddy bear from
the fly gallery, 30 feet up, which
landed on the stage next to me in
between songs. In the words of my
Sovereign, I was not amused.
What other kind of music do you
play and what do you like about
it?
I play a fair amount of jazz and
swing, mainly as a vocalist. I sing
with Lost Weekend western swing
band, which is an honor as those
guys are such great players. I sang
for about 10 years in a successful
swing band, the Chazz Cats, as
well as other miscellaneous jazz/
swing projects such as the New
Bing Thing, the D’Lilah Monroe
Trio, Mal Sharpe’s Big Money in
Jazz and the Groove Welds (a blues
band with Brewglass boy Tom
Drohan). I love the jazz and swing
stuff for the room it gives me vocally in texture and dynamics and the
melodic opportunities that a more
complex chord structure affords.
I love the rhythmic feel of it too.
Swing that’s right in the pocket is
like nothing else. There’s the opportunity to be very feminine and sexy
with this style of music, something
that bluegrass doesn’t really afford.
Singing harmonies in bluegrass is a
great feeling, but sometimes singing bluegrass can feel like yelling at
someone for a couple of hours as
it’s kinda raw, as opposed to making love to them with your voice.
And, who doesn’t want a little vocal
lovin’?
www.brewglassboys.com
www.pambrandon.info

Pam Brandon, Tom Drohan, Ted Silverman, Rick Hendricks, Jordan
Klein, Diana Greenberg are Belle Monroe and the Brewglass Boys

In April Concert showcases
By Kathy McFarland
Have you heard the Bill Evans
String Summit yet? If not, this
month will provide a great opportunity to hear some of the best musicians California has to offer with
concerts scheduled for April 19th
through 22nd in Visalia and in the
greater San Francisco Bay Area.
Here are the show details:
Thursday, April 19: Mill Valley,
CA: With Keystone Crossing, The
Sweetwater, 153 Throckmorton
Ave., 8:30 p.m. For further info,
visit www.carltone.com.
Friday, April 20: Visalia, CA: College of the Sequoias, COS Theater,
7:30 p.m. For further info, phone
510-559-8879.
Saturday, April 21: San Francisco,
CA: Noe Valley Music Series, Noe
Valley Ministry, 1021 Sanchez St.,
8:15 p.m., Tickets are $16 in advance / $18 at the door. For additional info, phone 415-454-5238.
For further info visit www.noevalleymusicseries.com.
April 22: Felton, CA: Bill Evans
String Summit (Scott Nygaard,
Tashina Clarridge, Michael Witcher, Cindy Browne, Tristan Clarridge), Don Quixote's International Music Hall, located 10 minutes
from Santa Cruz, 6275 Highway 9
in downtown Felton. Tickets and
reservations, phone 831-603-2294
or visit www.donquixotesmusic.
com. Show begins at 8 p.m.
“This is a dream band for me,”
says banjo player Bill Evans. “I’ve
been interested in quite some time
in putting together a band featuring
some of the best of this incredible
new generation of acoustic players
that are based here in California.”
Bill is referring to Nashville-based
dobro player Mike Witcher and
the amazing Berkeley-based fiddlers Tashina and Tristan Clarridge.
Rounding out the band is San
Francisco guitarist Scott Nygaard,
known for his work with Darol
Anger’s Republic of Strings and the
Webster Sisters and Dublin bass
player Cindy Browne, a long time
collaborator with Bill in the bands
Due West and, currently, Rustler’s
Moon with Kathy Kallick.
The all-instrumental format is
unusual for a bluegrass band, but
Bill felt he was ready to take this
step forward in his career. “I looked
at the tunes that I’ve written over
the last thirty years and there’s a
variety of moods and influences in
this body of music, but I’d like to
think that it all relates easily to the
larger bluegrass tradition,” says Bill.
“The idea of playing an all-instrumental show allows this band to
perform some moodier pieces, like
‘Midnight in Rosine’ or ‘Scotland
Yard,’ that wouldn’t be possible to

play with a group that plays just
one or two instrumentals per set. I
realized we could structure a show
just like I could with a singing band
- mixing the moods and hopefully
taking the audience to different
places with this music. This isn’t a
jam band - it sounds like bluegrass
and you’ll come away feeling just
as entertained and moved, at least I
hope, as hearing a band with great
singing. The feeling with this band
comes out in the playing!” says
Bill.
It’s hard to imagine a more compatible group of musicians. Tristan
Clarridge, on fiddle and cello, is the
current Grand National Champion
Fiddler as well as having won many
other regional and national championships. His older sister Tashina
has also won numerous national
and regional contests. “These guys
are really the most remarkable
things about this band. When they
performed together at last year’s
CBA Music Camp concert, they
got an immediate and spontaneous
standing ovation from an audience
of 500. Their communication is
telepathic - it’s more than double
fiddling - although you’ll hear a lot
of this too!” says Bill.
In the Bill Evans String Summit, Tashina and Tristan’s fiddles
weave in and out of the band’s musical textures, soaring in solos and
jaw dropping harmony duets and
sometimes laying down thick textures of sound for the rest of the
band to solo over.
Guitarist Scott Nygaard is one
the top flat-picking guitar players
in the world. After playing with
Laurie Lewis in the 1990’s, Scott
worked as editor at Acoustic Guitar magazine for many years. Coming back to performing full-time in
2006, Scott is currently touring as
guitarist with the Anonymous 4,
a world famous female a capella
group known for its performances
of medieval and Renaissance music.
He also performs with the Webster
Sisters and, along with Tristan, in
Darol Anger’s Republic of Strings.
“Scott is the most lyrical guitar player I’ve ever worked with,”
says Bill. “His solos are always very
imaginative and we’re even starting
to play a few of his tunes, which
is a real treat for me. It’s also great
to work with someone who has so
many musical influences - his ears
are way big! He can interpret a
tune using an incredibly expanded
vocabulary of sound,” says Bill.
Bass player Cindy Browne is
known for her work with Wake
The Dead, the innovative group
that combines Irish music with the
music of the Grateful Dead. She’s
also worked with some of the great
names in jazz and in popular entertainment - folks like Bob Hope,
Lionel Hampton and even Phyllis
Diller. She currently directs the jazz

and American music programs at
Las Positas College in Livermore.
“Cindy has been a tremendously positive force in every ensemble
that I’ve ever worked with her in.
Her musical knowledge elevates
the role of the bass in the band.
She still drives the group but her
lines are so melodic and flowing and she solos!” says Bill. “She’s the
heartbeat of the ensemble.”
Banjo player Bill Evans is a Virginia native, known for his work
in the 1980’s with the progressive
band Cloud Valley (with multiple IBMA award winning bassist
Missy Raines) and in the 1990’s
with the ultra-traditionalists Dry
Branch Fire Squad. Bill has now
lived in California for a total of
fourteen years. His first stint in the
state came in the 1980’s and early
1990’s as a graduate student in ethnomusicology at UC Berkeley. In
1997, Bill returned to California
with his family. At that time, he
thought he would finally earn his
doctorate and enter the university
teaching job market but soon the
PhD quest was laid aside and he
had turned his full-time attention
to a musical career.
These days, Bill has created a
successful career from private teaching as well as leading workshops all
across the country and performing
not only with the String Summit
but also with Jody Stecher in a duo
concert they call “The Secret Life
of Banjos” and in the new bluegrass
band Rustler’s Moon, featuring
Kathy Kallick, Tom Bekeny and
Cindy Browne.
Bill’s 1995 Rounder CD “Native and Fine,” featuring Stuart
Duncan, Mike Compton and David Grier, earned an Honorable
Mention for instrumental album
of the year from the Association
for Independent Music. Bill’s 2001
CD “Bill Evans Plays Banjo,” featuring John Reischman and Rob
Ickes, landed on many “Best of ”
lists for that year, including The
Chicago Tribune’s.
Bill has released three instructional DVDs for AcuTab Publications, and they are the company’s
best sellers. This winter, Bill has
been writing “Banjo for Dummies”
for Wiley Publishing, the ubiquitous yellow and black book folks.
Bill has taught at six CBA Music
Camps and directs his own annual
camp with banjo legend Sonny Osborne.
Bill has performed annually
for the last several years at Hardly
Strictly Bluegrass in San Francisco
and continues to perform widely
through California as well as nationally at coffeehouses, clubs and
concert series. For more information on Bill and the Bill Evans
String Summit, visit www.nativeandfine.com.
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BAND GIGS & CONCERTS
APRIL
4/1/2007 -- Alasdair Fraser w/Natalie Hass, Martin Hayes & Dennis
Cahill with Bruce Molsky Highland, Heath & Holler concert at
Zellerbach Hall. Sponsored by the
Freight and Salvage Coffee House,
1111 Addison Street, Berkeley,
CA. For information or tickerts,
call 510-548-1761 or visit www.
freightandsalvage.org
4/1/2007 -- Chojo Jacques and Billy Bright Duo Mandolin and Fiddle
Duets, 5 pm at Rancho Nicasio, on
the Town Square, Nicasio, CA. For
information, call 415-662-2219 or
visit www.ranchonicasio.com/
4/1/2007 -- Richard Greene with
Larry Chung concert, 3 pm at
Hoover Middle School, 1635 Park
Ave., San Jose, CA. The concert
is during the monthly Santa Clara
Valley Fiddlers Association firstSunday jam, which runs from
1-5. Admission is $12 for adults
(children 16/under free). For information, contact Pete Showman
at 408-244-0297, email events@
scvfa.org or visit http://www.scvfa.
org
4/2/2007 – Crosstown will perform
from 6-8 pm at Phil's Fish Market
and Eatery on Sandholt Road in
Moss Landing, CA. For information or reservation, call 831-3752975 or visit philsfishmarket.com.
4/2/2007 -- Homespun Rowdy
will perform from 7:30 – 10:30 pm
at Amnesia, 853 Valencia St., San
Francisco, CA. For information,
call (415) 970-8336, email info@
homespunrowdy.com or visit www.
homespunrowdy.com
4/4/2007 -- Sidesaddle & Company performs from 6-8 pm at Sam's
Barbeque, 1110 S. Bascom Avenue,
San Jose, CA. For information or
reservations call 408-297-9151 or
visit www.samsbbq.com
4/4/2007 -- Whiskey Brothers will
play at 9 pm at the Albatross Pub,
1822 San Pablo Ave., Berkeley,
CA. For information, call 510843-2473 or visit www.albatrosspub.com
4/5/2007 -- Keith Little & Jim
Nunally will perform from 7-10pm
at the First Street Cafe Upstairs,
440 First Street, Benicia, CA. For
information, call 707-745-1400,
email firststcafe@pacbell.net, or
visit http://www.firststcafe.com
4/5/2007 -- Ed Neff & Friends will
perform at the Willowbrook Ale
House, 3600 Petaluma Blvd., Petaluma, CA. For information, call
707-775-4232.
4/5/2007 -- Salt Martians will play
from 5:30 to 7:30 pm at Tupelo
Junction Café, 1218 State Street,
Santa Barbara, CA. Call (805)
899-3900 for dinner reservations.
4/5/2007 -- Five Dollar Suit performs at 8 pm at The Swingin'
Door (Formerly Prince of Wales
Pub), 102 E. 25th Ave., San Mateo, CA. For information, call
520-376-7282 or visit www.
theswingindoor.com
4/6/2007 -- Sonoma Mountain
Band will perform at Murphy's
Irish Pub, 464 First Street, Sonoma, CA. For information, call

707-935-0660, email murphy@
sonomapub.com or visit www.sonomapub.com
4/6/2007 -- Chojo Jacques and Billy Bright Duo will perform at 8 pm
at Cayuga Vault, 1100 Soquel Ave.
,Santa Cruz, CA. For information,
call 831-421-9471, email info@
cayugavault.com, or visit www.cayugavault.com
4/6/2007 -- Marley's Ghost will
perform at the Freight and Salvage Coffee House, 1111 Addison
Street, Berkeley, CA. Tickets are
$18.50 advance & $19.50 at the
door. For information or tickets,
call 510-548-1761 or visit www.
freightandsalvage.org
4/7/2007 -- Riley's Mountaineers
will perform from 6-8 pm at Los
Rios Rancho, 39611 Oak Glen
Road, Yucaipa, CA. Tickets are
$12 for adults, $6 for children 12
and under. Admission includes
a supper of BBQ chicken or beef
(menus will vary) and trimmings.
Guest musicians are encouraged
to join in the jam after the show.
For information or reservations,
contact Rose Sanders at 909-7971005, email rose@rileysatlosrios.
com or visit www.losriosrancho.
com
4/7/2007 -- Chojo Jacques and Billy Bright Duo will perform at 8 pm
for a True Wind Concert in Campbell, CA. For information or tickets, contact Bev and Greg Barnett
via email at greg@truewindmusic.
com or visit www.truewindmusic.
com
4/7/2007 -- The Spillit Quikkers
will play from 11 am to 1 pm at
the Hoppy Brewing Company,
6300 Folsom Blvd., Sacramento,
CA. For information, call Troy at
916.451.4677, email teeroy@hoppy.com or visit www.hoppy.com
4/7/2007 -- Grizzly Peak will perform from 10 – 11 pm at Knockout, 3223 Mission Street (at Valencia), San Francisco, CA. For
information, call 415-550-6994,
email thearms@hotmail.com, or
visit www.ShelbyAshPresents.net
4/8/2007 -- Small Potatoes will
perform at 1 pm at The Positive
Living Center, 49269 Golden Oak
Drive, Oakhurst, CA. For information, contact Joe Nelson at 559970-6625 or email joseppi68@
yahoo.com,
4/9/2007 -- Courthouse Ramblers
will perform at 7 pm at Phil's Fish
Market and Eatery on Sandholt
Road in Moss Landing, CA. Other musicians are welcome to join
in for a bluegrass picking party for
the second set starting about 8 pm.
For information or reservation, call
831-375-2975 or visit philsfishmarket.com.
4/11/2007 -- Diana Donnelly &
the Yes Ma'ams performs from 68 pm at Sam's Barbeque, 1110 S.
Bascom Avenue, San Jose, CA. For
information or reservations call
408-297-9151 or visit www.samsbbq.com
4/11/2007 -- The Pine Needles will
perform at the Iron Springs Pub &
Brewery, 765 Center Blvd., Fairfax,
CA. For information, http://www.
ironspringspub.com

4/12/2007 -- Magalia Hillbillies
will perform from 6:30 – 9:30 pm
at La Salles, 229 Broadway, Chico,
CA. For information, call 530828-2701 or email magaliahillbillies@yahoo.com.
4/12/2007 -- Ed Neff & Friends
will perform at the Willowbrook
Ale House, 3600 Petaluma Blvd.,
Petaluma, CA. For information,
call 707-775-4232.
4/12/2007 -- Salt Martians will
play from 5:30 to 7:30 pm at Tupelo Junction Café, 1218 State
Street, Santa Barbara, CA. Call
(805) 899-3900 for dinner reservations.
4/13/2007 -- Laurie Lewis and
Tom Rozum will perform at 7 pm
at the Trinity Players Theatre, 310
Main Street, Weaverville, CA. For
information or tickets, call 530623-2750.
4/14/2007 -- The Pine Needles
will perform at The Bistro, 1001
B Street, Hayward, CA. For information, call 510-886-8525.
4/14/2007 -- Jack & Molly Tuttle
and Lost Coast Bluegrass 8 pm
concert at the First Presbyterian
Church, 1667 Miramonte Ave.,
Mountain View, CA. Sponsored
by Redwood Bluegrass Associates.
For information or tickets, call
650-691-9982 or visit www.rba.
org
4/14/2007 -- The Acmes will perform at Murphy's Irish Pub, 464
First Street, Sonoma, CA. For
information, call 707-935-0660,
email murphy@sonomapub.com
or visit www.sonomapub.com
4/14/2007 -- Laurie Lewis and
Tom Rozum will perform at the
Blue Ridge Pickin' Parlor, 17828
Chatsworth Street, Granada Hills,
CA. For information, call 818282-9001 or visit www.pickinparlor.com
4/15/2007 – Bluegrass Mandolin
Summit featuring Butch Waller,
Dix Bruce, Tom Bekeney and many
guests, 7:30 pm at Amnesia, 853
Valencia, San Francisco, Ca. Part
of the San Francisco Festival of the
Mandolins. For information, visit
www.CroatianAmericanWeb.org.
4/16/2007 -- Butch Waller &
Friends with Dix Bruc will perform at Amnesia, 853 Valencia St.,
San Francisco, CA. Part of the San
Francisco Festival of the Mandolins. More information at www.
CroatianAmericanWeb.org or call
650-490-0709 or visit www.amnesiathebar.com
4/16/2007 – Crosstown will perform from 6-8 pm at Phil's Fish
Market and Eatery on Sandholt
Road in Moss Landing, CA. For
information or reservation, call
831-375-2975 or visit philsfishmarket.com.
4/16/2007 -- Homespun Rowdy
will perform from 7:30 – 10:30 pm
at Amnesia, 853 Valencia St., San
Francisco, CA. For information,
call (415) 970-8336, email info@
homespunrowdy.com or visit www.
homespunrowdy.com
4/18/2007 -- Rhonda Vincent
and The Rage, 7:30 pm concert at
the Sierra Nevada Brewing Company, 1075 E 20th St., Chico,

CA. Tickets are $25 per person.
For information or tickets, contact Bob Littell at 530-345-2739,
email boblittell@sierranevada.com
or visit http://www.sierra-nevada.
com/html/music_events.htm
4/18/2007 -- Whiskey Brothers
will play at 9 pm at the Albatross
Pub, 1822 San Pablo Ave., Berkeley, CA. For information, call 510843-2473 or visit www.albatrosspub.com
4/18/2007 – Lighthouse will perform at the Golden Goose Coffee House, 10001 Maine Ave.,
Lakeside, CA. For information,
call 619-390-1990 or visit www.
waynerice.com/lhgigs.htm
4/18/2007 -- Sidesaddle & Company performs from 6-8 pm at
Sam's Barbeque, 1110 S. Bascom
Avenue, San Jose, CA. For information or reservations call 408297-9151 or visit www.samsbbq.
com
4/18/2007 -- Ed Neff & Friends
will perform at the Willowbrook
Ale House, 3600 Petaluma Blvd.,
Petaluma, CA. For information,
call 707-775-4232.
4/19/2007 -- Deadwood Revival
will perform at 8 pm at the Bar
of America, 10042 Donner Pass
Road, Truckee, CA. For information, call 530-587-3110
4/19/2007-- Salt Martians will play
from 5:30 to 7:30 pm at Tupelo
Junction Café, 1218 State Street,
Santa Barbara, CA. Call (805)
899-3900 for dinner reservations.
4/19/2007 – Rhonda Vincent &
Rage in concert at 7:30 pm at the
First Baptist Church of Fair Oaks,
4400 San Juan Ave., Fair Oaks,
CA. Fundraiser for the California
Bluegrass Association -- $20 donation per person requested. Tickets
available by mail from Helen Rowan, 7410 Telegraph, Orangevale,
CA 95662 or online at www.cbaontheweb.org.
4/19/2007 – An Evening in Naples
with Zighi Bachi Ensemble featuring Carlo Solivan, tenor, 7:30 pm
at Café Trieste, 601 Vallejo St.,
San Francisco, Ca. Part of the San
Francisco Festival of the Mandolins. For information, visit www.
CroatianAmericanWeb.org.
4/19/2007 -- Bill Evans String
Summit 8:30 pm Bluegrass Gold
Concert at Sweetwater, 153
Throckmorton Avenue, Mill Valley, CA. $12 per person. For
information,call 415-332-8498 or
visit www.sweetwatersaloon.com
4/19/2007 -- The David Thom
Band will perform from 9-11 pm
at Cafe Amsterdam, 23 Broadway,
Fairfax, CA. For information, call
415-256-8020
4/20/2007 -- Rhonda Vincent
and Rage in concert, 9 pm in the
Willow Lounge at the Black Oak
Casino, 19400 Tuolumne Road
North, Tuolumne, CA. FREE
concert co-sponsored by the CBA.
For information, call Brent Pierce
at 877-747-8777, email bpierce@
blackoakcasino.com, or visit www.
blackoakcasino.com
4/21/2007 – Irish Mandolin Matinee featuring the Marla Fibish Trio,
Paul Kotapish with Euphonia and
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Jody Stecher, 2 pm at The Plough
and Stars, 116 Clement Street,
San Francisco, CA. Part of the San
Francisco Festival of the Mandolins. For information, visit www.
CroatianAmericanWeb.org.
4/22/2007 – The Grand Day of
Mandolins, noon to 6 pm at the
Croatian Cultural Center, 60
Onondaga Ave., San Francisco,
CA. Featuring: Jody Stecher with
Eric Thompson, Bob Applebaum
with Barry Solomon, The Mercury Dimes with Michael Follstad,
Aurora Mandolin Orchestra and
more. Workshops with performers. Other events include “Bring
Your Own Mandolin Orchestra,
food vendors, open mic and dancing. Tickets are $18 per person.
Part of the San Francisco Festival of
the Mandolins. For information,
visit www.CroatianAmericanWeb.
org.
4/23/2007 -- Barefoot Nellies will
perform at 8:30 pm at Amnesia,
853 Valencia St., San Francisco,
CA. Performance followed by a
Doyle Lawson Sing-Along. For
information, call 650-490-0709,
email info@barefootnellies.com or
visit www.amnesiathebar.com
4/23/2007 -- Bill Evans & Megan
Lynch will perform at Le Bateau
Ivre, 2629 Telegraph Ave., Berkeley, CA. For information, call
510-849-1100 or visit www.lebateauivre.net
4/23/2007 -- Courthouse Ramblers will perform at 7 pm at Phil's
Fish Market and Eatery on Sandholt Road in Moss Landing, CA.
Other musicians are welcome to
join in for a bluegrass picking party
for the second set starting about 8
pm. For information or reservation, call 831-375-2975 or visit
philsfishmarket.com.
4/25/2007 -- Diana Donnelly &
the Yes Ma'ams will perform from
6-8 pm at Sam's Barbeque, 1110
S. Bascom Avenue, San Jose, CA.
For information or reservations call
408-297-9151 or visit www.samsbbq.com
4/25/2007 – Grizzly Peak will
perform from 8 to 11 pm at the
Iron Springs Pub & Brewery, 765a
Center Blvd., Fairfax, CA. For
information, contact Patti Garber
at 650-490-0709, email pgarber@
bigplanet.com or visit www.grizzlypeakbluegrass.com
4/26/2007 -- Ed Neff & Friends
Ed Neff & Friends will perform at
the Willowbrook Ale House, 3600
Petaluma Blvd., Petaluma, CA. For
information, call 707-775-4232.
4/26/2007 -- Salt Martians will
play from 5:30 to 7:30 pm at Tupelo Junction Café, 1218 State
Street, Santa Barbara, CA. Call
(805) 899-3900 for dinner reservations
4/28/2007 -- Rustler's Moon with
Kathy Kallick & Bill Evans, 8 pm
concert at West Side Theatre, 1331
Main Street, Newman, CA. For information or tickets, call 209-8624490, email info@westsidetheatre.
org or visit www.westsidetheatre.
org
4/28/2007 -- Magalia Hillbillies
will perform during the Gold Nug-
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get Days at the Terry Ashe Recreation Center, 6616 Skyway Ave.,
Paradise, CA. For information,
call 530-828-2701 or email magaliahillbillies@yahoo.com
4/28/2007 -- High Country will
perform at Murphy's Irish Pub,
464 First Street, Sonoma, CA. For
information, call 707-935-0660,
email murphy@sonomapub.com
or visit www.sonomapub.com
4/28/2007 -- Sonia Shell and the
Factor of Five will perform at Big
Basin Bistro, 14480 Big Basin Way,
Saratoga, CA. For information,
call 408-867-1764
4/29/2007 -- Rustler's Moon with
Kathy Kallick & Bill Evans will
perform at the French Garden Restaurant & Brasserie, 8050 Bodega
Ave., Sebastopol, CA. 5 pm dinner
and 8 pm concert. For information, call 707-824-2030 o visit
www.frenchgardenrestaurant.com
4/29/2007 -- Barefoot Nellies will
perform at noon at the Sand Dollar
Restaurant, 3458 Shoreline Highway, Stinson Beach, CA. For information, call 415-868-0434, email
info@barefootnellies.com or visit
http://stinsonbeachrestaurant.com
4/30/2007 -- Grizzly Peak Amnesia, 853 Valencia, San Francisco,
CA. For information, contact Patti
Garber at 650-490-0709, email
pgarber@bigplanet.com or visit
www.grizzlypeakbluegrass.com

MAY
5/2/2007 -- Whiskey Brothers will
play at 9 pm at the Albatross Pub,
1822 San Pablo Ave., Berkeley,
CA. For information, call 510843-2473 or visit www.albatrosspub.com
5/3/2007 – Grizzly Peak will perform at the Prince of Wales Pub,
106 E. 25th Avenue, San Mateo,
CA. For information, contact Patti Garber at 650-490-0709, email
pgarber@bigplanet.com or visit
www.grizzlypeakbluegrass.com
5/3/2007 -- Stoney Mountain
Ramblers will perform at 8 pm
at The Swingin' Door (Formerly
Prince of Wales Pub), 102 E. 25th
Ave., San Mateo, CA. For information, call 520-376-7282 or visit
www.theswingindoor.com
5/3/2007 – Salt Martians will play
from 5:30 to 7:30 pm at Tupelo
Junction Café, 1218 State Street,
Santa Barbara, CA. Call (805)
899-3900 for dinner reservations.
5/3/2007 -- Ed Neff & Friends
Ed Neff & Friends will perform at
the Willowbrook Ale House, 3600
Petaluma Blvd., Petaluma, CA. For
information, call 707-775-4232.
5/4/2007 -- Laurie Lewis and Tom
Rozum will prform at San Dieguito United Methodist Church,
170 Calle Magdelena, Encinitas,
CA. For information or tickets,
call 760-753-6582 or visit www.
sdumc.org
5/4/2007 -- Grizzly Peak will perform from 8:30 – 11 pm at the
Plough and Stars, 116 Clement
St. (between 2nd & 3rd Ave.), San
Francisco, CA. For information,
contact Patti Garber at 650-4900709, email pgarber@bigplanet.
com or visit www.grizzlypeakblue-

grass.com
5/5/2007 -- The Spillit Quikkers
will play from 11 am to 1 pm at
the Hoppy Brewing Company,
6300 Folsom Blvd., Sacramento,
CA. For information, call Troy at
916.451.4677, email teeroy@hoppy.com or visit www.hoppy.com
5/6/2007 -- Cowboy Sunday featuring Belinda Gail & Curley Musgrave on the Verboom Ranch, west
of Orland, CA. Worship Service at
10 am; BBQ at noon; Kids rodeo
at 1:30 pm; Gospel Bluegrass Jam
from 1:30 to ? For information,
contact Grant Garland at 530-8659871 or email ggarland@baraleinc.
com
5/7/2007 -- Homespun Rowdy
will perform from 7:30 – 10:30 pm
at Amnesia, 853 Valencia St., San
Francisco, CA. For information,
call (415) 970-8336, email info@
homespunrowdy.com or visit www.
homespunrowdy.com
5/8/2007 -- Del McCoury Band
will perform at 7:30 pm at Sierra
Nevada Brewing Company, 1075
E 20th St., Chico, CA. Tickets are
$25 per person. For information or
tickets, contact Bob Littell at 530345-2739, email boblittell@sierranevada.com, or visit www.sierranevada.com/html/music_events.
htm
5/10/2007 -- New Found Road
House Concert in Cameron Park,
CA. Show starts at 7:30 pm. Tickets are $18 per person. For information or tickets, contact Rick and
Arlene Dugan call 530-676-3390
or email r_dugan@sbcglobal.net,
5/11/2007 -- Bluegrass Intentions
will perform at 8 pm at the Freight
and Salvage Coffee House, 1111
Addison Street, Berkeley, CA. Tickets are $18.50 advance & $19.50 at
the door. For information or tickets, call 510-548-1761 o visit www.
freightandsalvage.org
5/11/2007 – Bryan Bowers and
Joe Craven in concert at 7:30 pm
at the Fresno Art Museum’s Bonner Auditorium, 2233 North First
Street, Fresno, Ca. Sponsored by
the Fresno Folklore Society. Tickets are $20 in advance and $25 at
the door. For tickets or information, call 559-431-3653 or visit
www.fresnofolkconcerts.com.
5/12/2007 -- Frank Wakefield
Band will perform at the Freight
and Salvage Coffee House, 1111
Addison Street, Berkeley, CA. For
information or tickets, call 510548-1761 or visit www.freightandsalvage.org
5/13/2007 -- Rustler's Moon with
Kathy Kallick & Bill Evans will
perform at the Freight and Salvage Coffee House, 1111 Addison
Street, Berkeley, CA. 18th Annual
Mother's Day Celebration concert
1 pm. For information or tickets,
call 510-548-1761 o visit www.
freightandsalvage.org
CAMPOUTS
4/13/2007 – 4/15/2007 -- CBA
Spring Campout at the Stanislaus
County Fairgrounds, 900 N.
Broadway in Turlock, CA. Come
join us for a weekend of jamming,
camping and visiting with your

CBA family and friends. Camping
costs are $15 per night for RVs and
$10 per night for tent campers.
For information, call Bob Thomas
at the CBA office at 916-838-6828,
email sacbluegrass@yahoo.com or
visit www.cbaontheweb.org.
CONTESTS
4/28/2007 – La Grange Fiddle &
Banjo Contest at the La Grange Saloon on Main Street in La Grange,
CA. 9:30 am registration - $7 entry fee per contestant per category.
Contests is from 10:30 am – 4 pm.
Proceeds to benefit the Historic La
Fayette Lodge #65 of the International Order of Odd Fellows. For
information, call 209-853-2128 or
email renwah@sonnet.com.

MUSIC CAMPS
JUNE
6/10/07 – 6/13/07 -- CBA Music
Camp at the Nevada County Fairgrounds in Grass Valley, CA. Teaching staff includes Claire Lynch,
David Harvey, Missy Raines, Jim
Hurst, John Reichsman, Jim Nunally, Nick Hornbuckle, Trisha Gagnon, Marcy Marxer, Cathy Fink,
Michael Wichter, Kathy Barwick,
Butch Waller, Heidi Claire and
Jack Tuttle. For more information
contact Ingrid Noyes (415) 6631342, email info@cbamusiccamp.
org or visit www.cbamusiccamp.
org.
JULY
7/8/2007 – 7/21/2007 – California Coast Music Camp in Sonoma
County, CA. For information or
reservations call 650-306-0399,
email info@musiccamp.org or visit
www.musiccamp.org. Instructors
include Paul Elliott, Alice Gerrard,
Chris Grampp, Keith Little, Carol
McComb, Orin Star, Radim Zenkl,
Nina Gerber, Mary Gibbons, Steve
Pottier and more. Cost is $750 per
person including lodging, meals,
instruction and material.
AUGUST
8/9/2007 – 8/11/2007 – Bluegrass
at the Beach at the North County
Recreation Center in Newhalem,
OR. Instructors include: Laurie
Lewis – fiddle and voice, Tom Rozum – mandolin, Roland White
– guitar, Scott Huffman – guitar,
Mike Bub – bass, Michael Witcher
– dobra, Noam Pikelny – banjo
and more TBA. For information,
contact Steven Ruffo at 360-3856836 or visit www.bluegrassatthebeach.com.
OTHER MUSIC RELATED
4/28/2007 – 4/29/2007 – Junior
Rodeo at the La Grange Rodeo
Arena in La Grange, CA. There
will also be a La Grange Homecoming Celebration at the Old School
House Park with an open mic and
a showcase hosted by Cactus Bob
and Prairie Flower. For information, call 209-853-2128 or email
renwah@sonnet.com.
WORKSHOPS
APRIL
4/1/2007 – Fiddle workshop with

Earl White and Evie Ladin in Oakland. For information, location
and reservations, email evieladin@
indspring.com.
4/1/2007 -- Richard Greene will
teach a KidFiddle youth fiddle
workshop from 1:30-2:30 pm. Fee
is $5 per child. For information,
email stevejoynes@earthlink.net or
visit http://www.scvfa.org/events.
shtml
4/29/2007 – Keith Little Vocal
Workshop starting at 1:30 pm at
the American River Acoustic Music
Camp in Georgetown, CA. Class
on vocal technique and how to get
the most out of your voice with
special focus on harmony singing.
Class limited to 12 students and
the fee is $40 per person. An open
jam will follow starting at 4 pm.
For information or registration,
call Patrice Webb at 530-333-9456
or email Patrice@americanriverfolk.com.
JULY
7/28/2007 – 8/17/2007 – Puget
Sound Guitar Workshop on the
Olympic Penninsula, WA. Three
sessions. Cost is $750 per person,
per session – includes lodging,
meals, insruction and materials.
For instructors, more information
and registration, visit www.langston.com/PSGW.
FESTIVALS
APRIL
4/10/2007 – 4/14/2007 – Two
Rivers Bluegrass Festival at the
Green County Rural Events Center on High School Avenue in
Leakesville, MS. Featured Randy
Waller & the Country Gentlemen,
Paul Williams & the Victory Trio,
the Gary Waldrep Band, Jerry Salley & Breaking New Ground, The
Jackson Gang, The Mueller Family,
Tim Graves & Cherokee, Mason
Chapel Choir, The Gillis Brothers, Carolina Sonshine, and much
more. For information or tickets,
call 601-758-4976 or visit http://
two_rivers_festival.tripod.com.
4/13/2007 – 4/15/2007 – Durango Bluegrass Meltdown, Diamond
Circle Theatre at the Durango Arts
Center, Durango, CO. Bands include Lou Reid and Carolina, John
Reischman and the Jaybirds, The
Stairwell Sisters, Hurricane Creek
Bluegrass, plus regional and local
bands. For information or tickets,
call 970-259-2305, email michaelburke_drg@yahoo.com or visit
www.durangomeltdown.com.
4/21/2007 – 4/22/2007 – Adams
Avenue Roots & Folk Festival, 35th
Street and Adams Avenue, San Diego, CA. Performers include Mike
Seeger, Sparky & Rhonda Rucker,
Guy & Candie Carawan, Ross Altman, Carolyn Hester and more
TBA. For information, call 519282-7329, email adamsavenue@
sbcglobal.net or visit www.adamsaveonline.com.
4/27/2007 – 4/29/2007 – Pickin’
At the Pavilion, Montrose Pavilion,
1800 Pavilion Drive, Montrose,
CO. Bands include Way Down
Yonder, The Next Chaper, Anne
& Pete Sibley, Bluegrass Patriots,
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Brad Davis, The Hartmans, Badly
Bent, Raising Cane and Bluegrass
Etc. with Byron Berline. Other
events include jam sessions, a band
scramble and music workshops.
For information or tickets, call
970-240-9277, email kara@pickinatthepavilion.com or www.pickinatthepavilion.com.
MAY
5/5/2007 – Claremont Folk Festival at Sycamore Elementary School,
Indian Hill Blvd. at 8th Street,
Claremont, CA. Bands include
Squeakin’ Wheels, Crooked Jades,
John McKeun and more. For more
information, call 909-624-2928,
email folkmusic.center@verizon.
net visit www.folkmusiccenter.
com.
5/5/2007 – 5/6/2007 – Benson’s
Bluegrass in the Park, Lyons Park,
Benson, AZ. Bands include Perfect
Strangers, The Bluegrass Patriots,
Trusting Heart, Flint Hill Special,
Digger Davis & Tombstone, Bost
Family Traditions and Fiddlemania. For information or tickets,
call 928-925-5404, email bluegrasben@comspeed.netor visit www.
bluegrassfestival.biz.
5/10/07 – 5/13/07 – Parkfield
Bluegrass Festival in the town
of Parkfield, CA. Bands include
New Found Road (from Ohio),
Lost Highway (So. Calif.), Foxfire
Bluegrass (New Mexico), Smiley
Mountain (Yosemite area), Whiskey Chimp (Ventura), High Hills
(San Fernando Valley), Eric Uglum
& Sons (Hesperia), LeRoy Mack &
the Bluegrass Gospel Band (Southern CA) and Central Coast favorites Better Late Than Never and
Southside. Advance ticket deadline is 4/3/2007. For more information, call 805-937-5895, email
pkfieldbluegrass@aol.com, see the
ad on page A-9 or visit www.parkfieldbluegrass.com.
5/24/2007 – 5/27/2007 – Strawberry Spring Music Festival at
Camp Mather near Yosemite National Park, CA. Bands include
J.D. Crowe & the New South, Tim
O’Brien’s Cornbread Nation, Three
Ring Circle, Iris Dement, Utah
Phillips, Eddie from Ohio and
more. Advance ticket prices: 4-day
adult $175, 3-day adult $165, and
Child camping (ages 5-12) $60.
This festival sells out quickly. For
information or tickets, visit http://
www.strawberrymusic.com or call
209-984-8630 (Monday – Friday
8 am to 5 pm).
JUNE
6/1/12007 – 6/3/2007 – Golden
Old Time Festival at the Siskiyou
County Fairgrounds, 1712 Fairlane Rd., Yreka, CA. Bands include: Riley Baugus, Dirk Powell,
Foghorn Stringband, Eric & Suzy
Thompson, The Railroaders, Jason
& Romero and Devil’s Dream. For
tickets or information, visit www.
goldenoldtimemusic.com or see
the ad in this issue.
6/14/2007 – 6/17/2007 – 32nd
Annual CBA Father’s Day Week-
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Continued from B-13
end Bluegrass Festival at the Nevada County Fairgrounds, 11228
McCourtney Road, Grass Valley, CA. Partial line-up includes:
Cherryholmes, The Claire Lynch
Band, The Dale Ann Bradley
Band, The Del McCoury Band,
The Greencards, Dan Paisley & the
Southern Grass, John Reischman
and the Jaybirds, Rhonda Vincent
& the Rage, Monroe Crossing, the
U.S. Navy Band Country Current
and California Showcase bands:
The Brombies, the old-time trio of
Mark Graham, Tom and Patrick
Sauber, The Piney Creek Weasels,
The F-150’s and Adobe Creek
Bluegrass. Plus workshops, Kids
on Bluegrass performances, Cloggers, a four-day children’s program,
traditional dances and much more.
Camping on site included in all
three and four day tickets. Advance
Discount Tickets on sale through
June 1, 2007. Please see the ad on
page A-13 for a ticket order form
or visit www.cbaontheweb.org for
credit card orders and more information.
6/15/2007 – 6/17/2007 – 31st Annual Huck Finn Jubilee in Mjave
Narrows Regional Park, Victorville, CA. Bands include Roy
Clark, Cherryholmes, Rhonda
Vincent & Rage, the Dillards, Seldom Scene, Claire Lynch Band,
Lou Reid & Carolina, Ronnie
Reno and the Reno Tradition, Julie
Wingfield, Lost Coast, Lighthouse,
Riley’s Mountaineers, Bon Family
Cloggers, and KC Douglas. The
National Bluegrass Playoffs, barn
dances, hot air balloon rides, a catfish derby and many other activities are also a part of this festival.
For information or tickets, call
951-341-8080 or visit www.huckfinn.com.
6/24/20-07 – 6/24/2007 -- (noon
- 10 pm): San Francisco Free
Folk Festival at Roosevelt Middle
School, 460 Arguello (at Geary),
San Francisco, CA. For information, visit http://www.sffolkfest.
org.
6/15/2007 – 6/17/2007 – Live
Oak Music Festival at Live Oak
Camp, 20 miles west of Santa Barbara, CA. For information or tickets, visit www.liveoakfest.org.
6/16/2007 – San Francisco Free
Folk Festival in the North Gym of
City College of San Francisco, 40
Phelan Avenue, San Francisco, CA.
For information, visit www.sffolkfest.org/2007.
6/29/2007 – 7/1/2007 – Kate
Wolf Memorial Festival at Black
Oak Ranch, Laytonville, CA. Performers include Laurie Lewis and
Tom Rozum, Arlo Guthrie, Railroad Earth, Rosalie Sorrells, The
Kennedys, Adrian Young and Little
Sadie, U. Utah Phillips and more.
For information, visit http://www.
cumuluspresents.com/kate.
JULY
7/1/07 – 7/8/07 -- A Bluegrass
Cruise to Alaska with The Claire
Lynch Band, Blue Highway and
The Infamous Stringdusters. For
information or reservations, call 1-

800-848-3488 or visit www.alaskabluegrasscruise.com.
7/6/2007 – 7/8/2007 – Good
Old Fashioned Bluegrass Festival
in Bolado Park on the San Benito
County Fairgrounds in Hollister,
CA. For information, visit http://
www.scbs.org.
7/12/07 – 7/17/07 -- California
World Fest at the Nevada County
Fairgrounds in Grass Valley, CA.
Featuring Anni DeFranco, Tommy
Emmanuel, Salif Keita, Perla Batalla, Dya Singh, Alpha Yaya DIallo
& the Bafing Band, Katia Moraes
& Sambaguru, Dennis and David
Kamakahi & George & Keoko Kahumoku, Singh Sisters, Moshav,
More to come for more info www.
worldfest.net or email cm@worldfest.net
7/13/2007 – 7/15/2007 – Good
Old Fashioned Bluegrass Festival,
Bolado Park on the San Benito
Fairgrounds in Hollister, CA. For
information, visit www.scbs.org.
7/20/07 – Open jam session from
6-9 pm on the Main Street in Etna,
CA. Opening celebration for the
4th Annual Scott Valley Bluegrass
Festival. See listing below.
7/21/07 – 7/22/07 -- 4th Annual
Scott Valley Bluegrass Festival
in the Etna City Park, Etna, CA.
Bands include Frank Ray/Cedar
Hill, Blue Moon Rising, Sweet
Sunny South, The Anderson Family, Mountain Laurel, Borderline
and The Mighty Crows. Festival
hours: Saturday 10 am-10 pm and
Sunday 10 am-6 pm. Tent camping and RV spaces are available. For
questions or ticket information,
call 530-467-4144 or visit www.
scottvalleybluegrass.org.
AUGUST
8/30/2007 – 9/3/2007 – Strawberry Fall Music Festival at Camp
Mather near Yosemite National
Park, CA. Bands include Dry
Branch Fire Squad, Jimmy Lafave, Samantha Robichaud, Harry
Manx, James Hand plus many
more. Advance ticket prices: 4-day
adult $175, 3-day adult $165, and
Child camping (ages 5-12) $60.
This festival sells out quickly. For
information or tickets, visit http://
www.strawberrymusic.com or call
209-984-8630 (Monday – Friday
8 am to 5 pm).
SEPTEMBER
9/14/2007 – 9/16/2007 – Bluegrassin’ In The Foothills on the
Amador County Fairgrounds in
Plymouth, CA. Bands include:
Marty Raybon, U.S. Navy Band
Country Current, Nothin’ Fancy,
Flinthill Special, The Might Crows
and Kids on Stage. For information, visit www.lanspromotions.
com/plymouth.
9/15/2007 – 9/17/2007 – Millpond Music Festival in Bishop,
CA. For information, visit www.
inyo.org/millpond.
9/21/2007 – 9/23/2007 – Kings
River Bluegrass Festival at Hobbs
Grove Park in Sanger, CA. Bands
include: Lost Highway, Pacific
Ocean Bluegrass Band, The Mighty
Crows and Lost Coast. For infor-

mation, visit www.krblue.net.
10/6/2007 – 10/8/2007 – Hardly
Strictly Bluegrass Festival in Speedway Meadows, Golden Gate Park,
San Francisco, CA. Free festival
with a plethora of bands.

JAM SESSIONS
SUNDAY
•Alameda – Regular Jam Session
from 6-8 pm every Sunday at the
Alameda School of Music, 1307
High St., Alameda, CA. The 1st
and 3rd Sundays are Bluegrass and
2nd and 4th Sundays are Swing/
Jazz nights. Separate rooms are
available for different skill levels,
and a professional player will always be on hand to facilitate the
jams. All skill levels welcome. For
information, contact Barry Solomon at 510-501-2876 or email
barry6661@earthlink.net
•Berkeley – Bluegrass Jam every
Sunday at 7 pm at the Jupiter Brewpub, 2181 Shattuck Ave., Berkeley,
CA. For information, contact Kurt
Caudle at 510-649-0456 or email
weelitzo@pacbell.net
•Berkeley – Spud’s Pizza, 3290
Adeline (at the corner of Alcatraz),
Berkeley, CA. Old-time Singing
jam on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of
every month from 7:30 – 9:30 pm.
Occasional performances by local
musicians. For information, email
laurence.white@gmail.com.
•Castro Valley – California Oldtime Fiddlers Association Jam from
1:30 to 5 pm on the 4th Sunday of
every month at the United Methodist Church, 19806 Wisteria St.,
Castro Valley, CA. For information, call 925-455-4970.
•Chico – Bluegrass Jam from 25 pm on the 1st Sunday of every
month at the Shade Tree Restaurant, 817 Main St. (between 8th &
9th Streets), Chico, CA. For information, contact Sid Lewis at 530894-2526 or email sidlewis420@
yahoo.com.
•Coulterville – Celtic and Old-time
Jam on the fourth Sunday of every
month at the Magnolia Saloon in
the Hotel Jeffrey, 41 Main Street,
Coulterville, Ca. Slow Jam from 2
to 3:30 pm and open session from
3:30 to 5 pm. For information,
call 209-962-6455; email donmilam@yahoo.com or visit www.hoteljeffreygold.com.
•Crescent City – Bluegrass Jam
from 6-8 pm every Sunday at the
United Methodist Church, 7th &
H Streets, Crescent City, CA. Everyone welcome especially newer
players. For information, contact
George Layton at 707-464-8151
or email ke6tkn@juno.com.
•Marysville -- Bluegrass Jam Session every Sunday from 2 to 9 pm
at The Eagle's Nest on the corner
of Highway 20 and B Street in
Marysville, Ca. This jam is hosted by Bob Crowder and Carolyn
Faubel and it's a good one. The
folks at the Eagle's Nest are very
welcoming and the patrons seem to
love the music. For more information, call 530-741-1259 or email
CBAMembership@syix.com.
•Orangevale – California OldTime Fiddlers’ Association Jam

Session on the 2nd Sunday of every
month from 1 to 4:30 pm, Orangevale Grange Hall, 5805 Walnut,
Orangevale, CA. For information,
call 916-966-9067.
•San Francisco – Bluegrass Jam
at 6 pm on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of every month at Progressive
Grounds Coffee Shop, 400 Courtland Ave., Sam Francisco. CA. For
information, email larrythe241@
yahoo.com.
•San Jose – Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association Jam from 1 to
5 pm on the 1st Sunday of every
month at Hoover Middle School,
Naglee & Park Streets, San Jose,
CA. For information, call 408730-1034 or visit www.scvfa.org.
•San Luis Obispo – Bread and
Jam Session from 5:30 to 8:30 pm
the 3rd Sunday of every month at
Utopia Bakery, 2900 Broad Street,
San Luis Obispo, CA. For information, contact Roger Siminoff at
805-474-4876 or email siminoff@
siminoff.com.
•Santa Barbara – Bluegrass jam
session beginning at noon on the
second Sunday of every month
Tucker's Grove County Park [near
intersection of Turnpike Rd. and
Cathedral Oaks Rd.; follow road
into park about 1/3 mile, keeping
to the right, until you reach Kiwanis Meadow]. For more information, email Alan: constatty@aol.
com
•Santa Margarita – Bluegrass jam
session sponsored by the CBA in
collaboration with Solomon’s Café
on the first Sunday of every month
from 5:30 to 8:30 pm. Solomon’s
is a great meeting and eating spot
located 15 miles south of Paso
Robles and 15 miles north of San
Luis Obispo. For more information, contact Roger Siminoff at
805-474-4876 or email siminoff@
siminoff.com.
•Sebastopol – Bluegrass Gospel
Jam from 2-5 pm on the 4th Sunday of every month at the Sebastopol Christian Church, 7433 Bodega Avenue Corner of Bodega &
Jewell Ave., Sebastopol, CA. Bring
your acoustic instruments & favorite old hymns/gospel songs to lead.
For information, contact Jack &
Laura Benge at 707-824-1960 or
email bengeatlarge@sbcglobal.net
•Sutter Creek – Old-time and Irish
Jam session from 1 to 5 pm on the
1st and 3rd Sunday of every month
at Belotti's Bar on Main St (Hwy
49) in Sutter Creek, CA. For information, contact Masha Goodman
at 209-296-7706; email masha@
banjodancer.com; or visit www.
banjodancer.com.
•Thermalito – Bluegrass Jam on the
4th Sunday of every month from
1-4 pm at the Thermalito Grange,
Thermalito, CA. For information,
call 530-589-4844.
•Various locations – Pickin’ Potlucks and Jams on the 2nd Sunday
of each month in Alameda and
Contra Costa Counties. Potluck
from noon to 5 pm along with jam
session. The jams will be held in
various private homes in Oakland,
Berkeley and El Cerito. For information and exact location, email
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Metronome7@aol.com or visit
http://www.pickinpotlucks.com/
MONDAY
•Alameda – Bluegrass Jam every
Monday at McGrath’s Irish Pub on
the corner of Lincoln and Stanton
in Alameda, CA. For information,
contact Darby Brandli at 510-5332792 or email darbyandbruno@
comcast.net.
•Mountain View – Bluegrass Jam,
7:30 pm every Monday at the Red
Rock Café, 201 Castro Street,
Mountain View, CA. For information, call (650) 967-4473.
•Oakland – Bluegrass Jam at 8 pm
every Monday beginning at 6 pm
at the Baja Taqueria, 4070 Piedmont Ave. (near 41st Street), Oakland, CA. For information, call Joe
Howton at 510-547-2252 or email
TRman2323@aol.com.
•Palo Alto – Old Time Jam session, 7 to 10 pm on the first and
third Monday of every month at
Fandango Pizza, 3163 Middlefield
Road, Palo Alto, CA. For information, call 650-328-0853 or email
akatiff@sbsglobal.net,
•San Diego -- Open Mic and Jam
from 6 to 9 pm on the 4th Monday of every month at Godfather's
Pizza, 5583 Claremont Mesa Blvd,
San Diego, CA. For information,
email Mike Tatar at staghorn2@
cox.net.
•Signal Hill – Bluegrass Jam Session every Monday from 7 to 10
pm at Curley’s, 1999 E. Willow St.,
Signal Hill, CA. For information,
call 562-424-0018.
TUESDAY
•Berkeley – Bluegrass jam session
every Tuesday from 7:30 to 9:30 at
the 5th String Music Store, 3051
Adaline St., Berkeley, CA. The jam
is hosted by Jacob Groopman of
the Donner Mountain Bluegrass
Band and is open to all skill levels
and is given in an instructional environment. For information, email
jgroopman@gmail.com.
•Berkeley -- Old-Time Sing Along
jam from 7:30 - 9:30 pm with
occasional performances by local bands, at Spud's Pizza, 3290
Adeline (at the corner of Alcatraz),
Berkeley, CA. For information,
email Larry White at laurence.
white@gmail.com,
•Brookdale – Bluegrass jam session
every Tuesday at 8 pm at Brookdale
Lodge on Highway 9 in Brookdale,
CA. For information, call Eric
Burman at 831-338-6433.
Dublin – Bluegrass Jam on the 2nd
and 4th Tuesday of every month
at Dublin Heritage Center, 6600
Donlon Way, Dublin, CA. For information, call 925-803-4128.
•Escondido – Bluegrass Jam every
Tuesday from 7 to 10 pm at the
Round Table Pizza, Ash and Washington Streets, Escondido, CA.
•Granada Hills – Band performance and Bluegrass Jam from 7 to
10 pm on the 3rd Tuesday of every
month at Baker's Square, 17921
Chatsworth Street (at Zelzah) in
Granada Hills, CA. Sponsored
by the Bluegrass Association of
Southern California (BASC). For
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information, call 818-700-8288 or
818-366-7258.
•Los Gatos – Bluegrass Slow Jam at
8 pm on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday
of every month at the Lupin Naturist Resort, Los Gatos, CA. For
information, contact Buck Bouker
via email at buck@lupin.com.
•Millbrae – Bluegrass Jam on the
4th Tuesday of every month at Sixteen Mile House, 448 Broadway,
Millbrae, Ca. For information, call
650-692-4087.
•Palo Alto -- Celtic Slow Jam session from 7 to 9:45 pm every
Tuesday at Fandango Pizza, 3163
Middlefield Road, Palo Alto, CA.
Hosted by Pete Showman. For information, call 408-255-0297.
•San Diego – Bluegrass Jam, bands
and open mike from 6 to 9 pm on
the 3rd Tuesday of every month
at Godfather's Pizza, 5583 Claremont Mesa Blvd, San Diego, CA.
Come hungry, as we get a donation
from each item sold there; just tell
them you're with the San Diego
Bluegrass Society. For information, contact Mike Tatar via email
at staghorn2@cox.net.
•Truckee – Bluegrass slow jam on
the 1st Tuesday of every month, 6
pm at Between the Notes Music
Store, Truckee, CA. For information, call Matt Milan, 916-2761899.
WEDNESDAY
•Ben Lomond -- Intermediate
Pickers Jam, 8 pm until closing at
Henflings Tavern, 9450 Highway
9, Ben Lomond, CA. For information, call Jered at 831-335-1642
or 831-336-8811, email jered@
weber-hayes.com or visit www.
henflings.com
•Chico – Bluegrass Jam from 7-9
pm at A Bean Scene Coffeehouse &

Gallery, 1387 E. 8th Street, Chico,
Ca. Jam is open to all intermediate
to advanced players. For information, call 530-898-9474 or 530342-7998, email novakd42@aol.
com or visit www.bfms.freeservers.
com
•Lompoc – Bluegrass Jam from 7
to 9 pm on the second and fourth
Wednesday of ever month at
Southside Coffee Co., 105 South
"H" St., Lompoc, CA. For more
information, call Bill at (805) 7368241
•Palo Alto – Bluegrass Jam from
7-10 pm every Wednesday at Fandango Pizza, 3163 Middlefield
Road (corner of Loma Verde), Palo
Alto, CA. Sign on building also
says Pommard’s Café. For information, call 650-494-2928 or visit
www.TheBluegrass.com.
•Placerville – Bluegrass Jam on the
2nd Wednesday of every month
from 7-10 pm at Hidden Passage
Books, 352 Main St, Placerville,
CA. For information, call 530622-4540 or 530-626-8751.
•San Francisco – Bluegrass and
Country Jam on the 1st Wednesday of every month at the Plough
and Stars, 116 Clement St. (between 2nd & 3rd Ave.), San
Francisco, CA. For information,
contact Jeanie or Chuck Poling at
415-751-1122.
•Santa Rosa – Old-Time and Bluegrass jam on the last Wednesday
of every month at The Black Rose
Pub, 2074 Armory Drive, Santa
Rosa, CA. For more information,
call Don Coffin at 707-995-0658
or Ricky Rakin at 707-824-9376.
•Sonoma – Acoustic Jam Session
beginning at 7:30 pm on the 1st
& 3rd Wednesday of every month
at Murphy’s Irish Pub, 464 First
Street, Sonoma, CA. For informa-

Atlas Cafe
- bluegrass
mission in the
Mission

The Atlas Cafe presents the best in bluegrass & old-time music every
Thursday and has since 1998. The shows run from 8-10 p.m. There
is never a cover charge. The Atlas Cafe is located at 3049--20th St. at
Alabama in San Francisco's Mission District. (415)648-1047
www.atlascafe.net

April 5 The Dark Hollow Band--every first
Thursday
April 12 Belle Monroe & her Brewglass Boys-bluegrass
April 19 The Squirrelly String Band--old-time
mountain music
April 26 Bluegrass & old-time music jam session
May 3 The Dark Hollow Band--traditional
bluegrass
May 10 The Mountain Boys--bluegrass
May 17 The Saddlecats--western-swing
May 24 Jeanie & Chuck's Country Roundup-bluegrass & honky-tonk
May 31 Bluegrass & old-time jam session

tion, call 707-935-0660 or email
murphy@vom.com.

THURSDAY
•Berkeley -- Bluegrass Jam session at the 5th String Music Store,
3051 Adeline Street, Berkeley, CA.
For information, call Tim Hicks
at 510-548-8282 or visit http://
www.5thStringBerkeley.com
•Chico – CBA Bluegrass Jam on
the 2nd Thursday of every month
at Café Coda, 265 Humbolt Ave,
Chico, CA. In the summer the jam
will move to the Chico City Park.
For information, time and exact
location, contact John Senior at
530-877-1764, email info@johnseniorsound.com or visit www.
johnseniorsound.com.
•Corte Madera -- Marin Bluegrass
Jam on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of
every month from 7:30 to 10 pm
at the Marin Lutheran Church,
649 Meadowsweet, Corte Madera,
CA. For information, visit www.
carltonemusic.com
•Morgan Hill – South County
Bluegrass Jam on the 2nd & 4th
Thursday of each month at The
Buzz Stop, 17400-1B Monterey
Road, Morgan Hill, CA. Slow jam
from 6-8 pm followed by regular
jam 8-10 pm. For information,
call Jac Stone at 408-782-1029 or
email onesta@ix.netcom.com.
•Napa – Bluegrass and Fiddle Jam
session every Thursday night from
7:30 to 10:30 pm in Napa. For
information and location, call 707226-3084.
•Sacramento – Bluegrass jam session every Thursday from 7 to
10 pm at The Fifth String Music
Store, Alhambra & Streets, Sacramento, CA. For information, call
916-442-8282.
•San Francisco – Bluegrass and

Old-time music jam on the 4th
Thursday of every month at the Atlas Café, 3049 20th Street at Alabama, San Francisco, CA.
•Ventura -- Bluegrass Jam from
6 to 9:30 pm on the 2nd and
4th Thursday of every month at
Zoey's Cafe, 451 E. Main Street
in Ventura, CA. All skills welcome. For information, contact
Gene Rubin at 805- 658-8311 or
email gene@generubinaudio.com
or visit http://home.earthlink.net/
~generubinaudio/index.html.

FRIDAY
• Copperopolis – Bluegrass Jam
session 7 pm on the first and third
Friday of every month at the Old
Corner Saloon, 574 Main Street,
Copperopolis, Ca. Open to acoustic instruments only no drums.
For more information, call Mike at
(209) 785-3047.
•Felton – Bluegrass Slow Jam on
the 2nd and 4th Friday of every
month from 7-9 pm at 1145El
Solyo Heights Dr, Felton, CA. For
information, call Barbara & Eric
Burman at 335-3662.
•Jamestown – Bluegrass Jam from
7 to 9:30 pm on the 2nd and 4th
Friday of every month at Smoke
Cafe, on Main Street in downtown
Jamestown, CA. For information,
email mandobil@bigvalley.net.
SATURDAY
•Fremont – Bluegrass Jam Session
on the 1st and 3rd Saturday of every month at Mission Pizza and
Pub, 1572 Washington Blvd., Fremont, CA. For information, call
510-651-6858 or visit www.missionpizza.com.
•Fresno – Bluegrass Jam session
at Temperance - Kutner School,
Olive Ave & N. Armstong Ave,

Fresno, CA. For information, contact Gerald L. (Jerry) Johnston at
559-225-6016; email tophawker@
yahoo.com or visit http://www.
KRBLUE.NET.
•Kingsburg – Bluegrass and Country jam session and potluck from
6-10 pm on the 2nd and 4th Saturday of every month at 1450 Ellis
St., Kingsburg, CA. For information, contact Bud Cartwright at
559-582-9155 or 559-582-7680,
or email BudCartwright@comcast.
net.
•Long Beach – Jam Session from 16 pm at Fendi's Cafe, 539 E Bixby
Road, Long Beach, CA. For information, call 562-984-8187.
•Marysville – Regular jam session
from 3-6 pm on the 1st Saturday
of every month at the Brick Coffee
House Cafe, Marysville, CA. For
information, call -530-743-0413
or 530 701-5090.
•Sebastopol – CBA Jam Session
every Saturday from 2 to 5 pm at
Catz Roastery, 6761 Sebastopol
Avenue in Sebastopol, CA. (1st
& 2nd Saturday – Old-time, bluegrass, old-country and more; 3rd
Saturday – standard Bluegrass and
last Saturday – pickers choice.) For
information, call 707- 829-6600.
Attention bands, promoters,
venues – if you would like
to have your performances,
concerts, festivals or jam
sessions listed in Bluegrass
Breakdown and on the CBA
website, please send your
information to CBA Calendar Editor Suzanne Denison
at bgsbreakdown@volcano.
net.

at The 5th String Music Store in
Berkeley

David Grier - flatpick virtuoso

Wednesday May 2nd 8:00 PM $15
Guitar workshop (IntermediateAdvanced): 6:30-7:30 PM $45
David Grier is one of the best guitar players
in the world. He has been given the Guitar
Player of the Year award several times by
the International Bluegrass Music Associa
tion. He has recorded numerous solo albums,
a duet project with Mike Compton, and two
albums with Phillips, Grier, and Flinner. He
also plays with the super group Psychograss.
The 5th String
3051 Adeline St
Berkeley, CA 94703
(Across from Ashby
BART Station)
Call (510) 548-8282
for reservations
www.5thstringberkeley.com
Bluegrass instruments, repairs, instructional
materials, and music lessons.
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In a powerful follow-up to 2005’s
award-winning

40,

legendary bluegrass singer/guitarist
Larry Sparks serves up compelling
proof that his music is
more vital than ever.

Guest appearances by

Del McCoury and J.D. Crowe

In stores May 1st
www.myspace.com/mccourymusic

To kick off the expansion of McCoury Music with the release of
Larry Sparks’ new album, we’re offering a special deal to all of our friends at CBA.
Order now for the unheard of price of $10.00 plus shipping,
and receive your copy immediately, up to a month before the general release.

TO ORDER go to: www.mccourymusic.net

