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The 19th running of the Berkeley Old 
Time Music Convention is coming 
up Sept. 21 – 25 with concerts, a string 
band contest, dances, workshops, activities 
for families and kids, and lots of jamming 
at various locations all over Berkeley. 
Festival  director, Suzy Thompson, 
announces “We’re honored to present the 
legendary Alice Gerrard, performing with 
Reed Stutz and the future legend Tatiana 
Hargreaves. Many events are free, others 
are $18-28.  Complete ticket information 
here:  BerkeleyOldTimeMusic.org.  

 A years-long CBA project called 
“NEON” has just been launched!  
Membership Coordinator, Debbie Wendt, 
announces that CBA members can now 
log into NEON on the CBA website to see 
their membership status and update their 
personal contact info.  New members 
can sign up on the website and current 
members can renew.  Several payment 
options are offered.  Members will be 
sent automatic reminders about their 
membership status (you can customize 
the settings).  And there’s plenty more.    
Anyone who had to wrestle with the 
former twenty-year-old membership 
portal will be pleased with the simplicity 
of the new system.  Kudos to the CBA 
volunteers who worked long and hard 
to pull it together.  Check it out here:  
californiabluegrass.app.neoncrm.com/
forms/membership

 “Growing Bluegrass” is right there in the 
CBA’s mission statement.  Old and young, 
rich and poor, rural and urban, the skilled 
and rank beginners: all have equal access 
to Bluegrass, and the world is a better 
place because of it.  But until recently, 
the list did not include prisoners.  Thanks 
to a long discussed initiative - which 
we are calling Bluegrass Bridge, 
that is soon to change.  In April the 
board, led by Chair Pete Ludé, applied 
for and was subsequently awarded an 
IBMA Foundation project grant to fund 
an educational Bluegrass program for 

inmates at Avenal 
State Prison. 

 The CBA is currently 
outlining how we 
will proceed with 
volunteer training at 

the prison, procurement of educational 
materials, instrument selection from 
CBA’s loaner library, concerts, and with 
regularly scheduled group lessons for each 
Bluegrass instrument.  

Our first concert - under the direction 
of Youth Program graduate and former 
Youth Ambassador Nate Schwartz - is 
scheduled for September 3.

The above illustration was made by an 
inmate at Avenal with whom Ludé has 
been in contact for the past year.  The 
inmate (a mandolin player and CBA 
member) encouraged the funding request 
on the behalf of 24 of his colleagues, who 
are looking forward to learning to play 
Bluegrass music. 

A couple of responses from inmates 

underscore the potential of the 
Bluegrass Bridge initiative:
“Thanks for your support for the 
arts in prison. It’s organizations 
like yours that make good things 
happen for people in here” and 
“Thank you guys so much for your 
support. Music makes all of our 
lives so much better.”

The CBA would like to thank IBMA 
for the grant, which will  help the 
CBA  expand its mission to a most 

deserving population.

Congratulations to the CBA members 
who were recognized at the 2022 FDF 

for their outstanding service:

Bill and Faye Downs Super Volunteers: 
John and Loretta Hettinger and 

Jennifer Kitchen

Honorary Lifetime Members: Dave 
Gooding and Frank Wakefield

Volunteer of the Year: Danny Clark

JOIN US IN LODI 
OCTOBER 10 - 16!

Saturday Night Concert: “Young and Up 
Too Late” and “Broken Compass” will be 

performing for us!

Campsite Reservation: RV water/electric 
sites are $40 per night and Tent/car/

van camping is $10 per night. There is 
still plenty of room, but you should 

reserve your site soon by contacting 
Deblivermore@gmail.com
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Chairman’s Report

Time to Turn Summer Apples into 
Fall Cider

The Autumn Equinox is coming up in just 
a few weeks, on September 22, marking 
the end of summer. Having spent many 
summers along the Gravenstein Highway 
in western Sonoma, I like the way poet 
Jane Hirshfield summed it up:  The 
heat of autumn is different from the 
heat of summer. One ripens apples, the 
other turns them to cider.  Based on this 
inspiration, and now with fewer pandemic 
constraints, CBA is getting ready to make 
some serious cider this Fall.  

As I’m writing this, we’re making final 
preparations for CBA’s first Golden Old 
Time Campout in several years.  Our 
new location for the August event is the 
Western Railway Museum, in the scenic 
California Delta. What can be better than 
historic trains combined with Old-time?

Let’s discuss this while we gather at our 
next campout, coming up October 10 - 16 
at the Lodi Grape Festival Grounds or 
at the South State 48 jam in Carlsbad, 
starting November 3.  

The Great 48 is returning to Bakersfield in 
January, with discounted rooms available 
to CBA members starting September 1.  
The rooms are expected to sell out quickly.  
Many more regional jams, concerts, and 
events are in the works to keep you active 
with your friends and favorite music.  
Check the CBA website for up-to-date info. 

This month, we’re particularly proud 
to launch our new CBA membership-
management software system, which 
will help us keep in touch with you and 
support all of our over 2,000 members 
across California and beyond.  (See article 
on front page.) 

You will also find CBA well represented 
at IBMA in Raleigh, NC, this month. 
Although we were not able to arrange 
for a hospitality suite this year, we’ll be 
sponsoring the Industry Luncheon and 
Youth Program, and generally hanging 
out to meet up with all of you who are 
able to attend.  Our CBA team will be 

talking about our new iPad App “Bluegrass 
Campout” and our online Youth Academy 
at IBMA.  Have you checked these out?  
Visit CBAYouthProgram.com.

We’re always interested in your 
suggestions or feedback and answering 
your questions about how you can 
help out with our many activities.  
Please feel welcome to contact Chair@
CaliforniaBluegrass.net or call toll-free  
(844) BLU-GRASS.  Pete Ludé

CBA Trivia Contest

The CBA Message Board has hosted an 
informal monthly trivia contest for the 
past few years, under the direction of 
TriviaMaster, Bert Daniel. 

Do you think you’re an expert in all things 
Bluegrass and Old-time?  You are now 
officially challenged to compete in this 
month’s competition.  The Trivia Contest 
winner – if they are a CBA member – will 
be awarded a wonderful Paige Capo (your 
choice:  guitar or banjo).  The winner 
will be announced in a future Bluegrass 
Breakdown – or, if you can’t wait, see the 
latest updates on the CBA website Message 
Board.  Send your answers to: 
Trivia@CaliforniaBluegrass.net.

SEPTEMBER TRIVIA QUIZ
   Name a luthier who has made 
guitars for more than 50 years, 
learned a surfboard epoxy trick 

from a fellow Oregon luthier 
and hosts a festival and guitar 

competition every year. Extra tie 
breaker points if you can name the 

Oregon luthier.

KOB at 2022 Father’s Day 

Festival.  This great photo by 

CBA staff photographer John 

Woodworth and the entire 

collection of photos by the CBA 

photography staff are archived 

and can be enjoyed here:

https://cbaphotos.zenfolio.com

CBA UPCOMING EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
 
    * Vern’s Stage band submissions now open.  Info here.
    * CBA board elections are now open - CBA members: be sure to vote.
    * Great 48 rooms: CBA has negotiated a room rate at a substantial 
discount, which is available to CBA members right now.  Members of all 
other Bluegrass and OT groups are invited to reserve rooms at the same 
highly discounted rate beginning September 13.  Info here.
    * CBA South State 48 discounted rooms are SOLD OUT. Additional 
rooms at the hotel are still available at the hotel’s normal prices, though 
we expect these rooms to sell out quickly. Info here.    
    * CBA Fall Campout is October 10-16 in Lodi.

http://BerkeleyOldTimeMusic.org.  
http://californiabluegrass.app.neoncrm.com/forms/membership
http://californiabluegrass.app.neoncrm.com/forms/membership
http://Trivia@CaliforniaBluegrass.net.
https://californiabluegrass.org/fathers_day_festival/verns-stage/
https://californiabluegrass.org/great-48/great-48-home/
https://californiabluegrass.org/south-state-48/home/


Old-time Music in the Southland
Alonzo Janes (1850-1937) was born 
a slave in Tennessee; he soon learned to 
play the fiddle.  After emancipation he 
moved with his family to Kentucky and 
then to Southern Illinois.  There Janes 
met the Durham family and shared the 

many tunes he had 
learned with them.  
Janes had a big 
influence on the 
son, Mel Durham, 
who himself took 
up the fiddle.  
The younger 
Durham moved 
to Southern 
California after 
World War II.  
Over the years, 

Durham shared Janes’ songs with new 
generations of Los Angeles fiddlers, 
including Tom Sauber and David Bragger.  
They continue to play Janes’ songs, like 
“Over the Mountain” and “Alonzo Janes”. 
In his honor, the Santa Barbara Old-Time 
Fiddlers’ Festival dedicated the festival 
stage to him.  Now let’s take a look at the 
increasingly vibrant Old-time community 
in the Southland.

Clinton Davis grew up in Northern 
Kentucky, surrounded by musicians.  
He studied classical piano as a kid and 
went on to attend the University of 
Kentucky,where he took up the banjo 
and fiddle, and in 2009 entered UCSD 
to pursue experimental and avant-garde 

classical music.

Somehow, he 
ended back up 
with the Old-
time Kentucky 
square dance 
fiddle and 
clawhammer 
banjo music 
of his younger 
years. Today 
he performs on 
guitar, banjo, 

fiddle, harmonica, mandolin, and piano, 
often as a soloist, but also with his own 
string band and with the Skillet Licorice 
band.

To help spread Old-time music in a 

Take a group of young musicians from a 
variety of musical backgrounds, including 
jam rock, classical, hip hop, and jazz that 
play sitar, accordion, drums, winds, and 
brass, to name but a few. Have them join 
David Bragger’s UCLA Old-Time String 
Band Ensemble.  What do you get? A band 
called the Old Corn Lickers.  

The musicians do everything together: 
bike riding, making videos, hanging out. 
“We’re friends who play music together.”

The Old Corn Lickers have played venues 
around Southern California and appear 
semi-regularly on the LA-based radio 
station 88.9 KXLU FM.  They even made 
it up north to play on Vern’s Stage at the 
2022 Father’s Day Festival. 

Why did they turn to Old-time music over 
the other genres? Each member of the 
band has their own reason, but what is 
important to them is, as they say, “Old-
time is one of the most laid-back forms 
of music.  There’s a meditative aspect to 
it. With Old-time you sit back and let it 
happen.”

Fiddler Casy Meikle grew up in San Luis 
Obispo County and moved to middle 
Tennessee after high school.  During his 
several years there he became steeped 
in the region’s traditional music style. 
When he returned to SLO in 2019, local 
banjo maker Jerry James suggested they 
put together a host band for the first 
annual Pozo Old Time Gathering.  SLO 
County Stumblers was a natural fit.  
Meikle and James are joined in the band 
by Daniel Bohlman and Stuart Mason.

Meikle says there is a small, special 
Old-time community in SLO, and the 

community aspect is what is important 
to him. “Old-time is a social music. The 
friends, the campouts, the parties… they’re 
what make it so special.  It’s a language 
we all speak.” He has a foot in the east and 
west coast Old-time music communities; 
since coming back to California he now 
gets to travel back east with the band and 
meet people involved with the music and 
the culture that has a home here in the 
west.

Drawn to the old scratchy Tennessee 
style of fiddle music, the band is heavily 
inspired by the music from the golden era 
of southern Old-time string band music of 
the 1920s and 30s and the tunes they’ve 
learned from others along the way. Meikle 
says of Old-time music, “It’s not a common 
type of music out here on the West Coast. 
It’s fresh to a lot of people – they hear 
driving string band music, and it makes 
them dance and smile.”  

The Santa Barbara Old-Time 
Fiddlers’ Festival will take place 
in Goleta on Saturday, October 8th.  It’s  
celebrating its 50th year!  The festival 
was founded in 1972 at UCSB by Peter 
Feldmann, who tells a great story of 
how the festival came about - it involves 
the Rolling Stones and is a great read 
fiddlersfestival.org/history/.

The Alonzo Janes Festival Stage is the 
center of the festival.   Bruce Molsky will 
be headlining the festival and will be 
joined by Rafe Stefanini, Spencer & Rains, 
Bragger & Platz, Peter Feldmann, and the 
SLO County Stumblers.

David Bragger, the director of the 
UCLA Old-Time String Band Ensemble, 
and the artistic director of the Santa 

Barbara Old-Time Fiddlers’ Festival, is the 
central pivot of the SoCal Old-time world. 
You can find David leading workshops at 
traditional gatherings, such as the Festival 
of American Fiddle Tunes, Mars Hill 
University, and the Berkeley Old Time 
Music Convention.  His writings appear 
in Strings, Banjo Newsletter, and Fiddler 
Magazine.  He has also published a book 
of fiddle solo and duets based on the 

King’s Lament album, that he recorded 
with Susan Platz.  
 
Bragger is particularly attracted to the 
recordings of the few Black Old-time 
musicians that are extant.  “Little of 
that is on record and it is lost forever.  
The stuff we have is mind-blowing.  I’m 
fascinated by those musicians that have 
these bluesier nuances in their rhythms 
and songs.  Some White musicians were 
open to learning about this music and 
techniques, such as Jim Bowles, a White 
Kentucky fiddle and banjo player, ” and 
you can hear the influence in their music.  

Being connected to a tradition - learning 
from the actual people that have played 
this music and possibly grew up in it - is 
becoming more rare.  Experiencing their 
work makes you part of the tradition.  
Today people are mostly learning from 
the Internet, books, and recordings.  In 
contrast, David was able to learn from 
Tom Sauber, who learned from Earl 
Collins and Mel Durham, all located in the 
SoCal area. 

Bragger brings in musicians to his UCLA 
class, which is part of the Ethnomusicology 
Department.  For example, he recently 
invited Jerron “Blind Boy” Paxton 
(pictured left), a young LA musician, 
to come to his UCLA class to teach 

about his musical 
roots.  Paxton’s 
grandparents  moved 
from Louisiana in the 
1950s and brought 
Cajun and country 
blues songs, which 
Jerron draws from in 
his own music.

Connecting is 
important to David. 
He heard the music of 
fiddler Alonzo Janes 

from Mel Durham.  Through a genealogist, 
David was able to get in touch with Janes’s 
family, and now he is teaching two of 
Alonzo’s  descendants how to play Old-
time music.  “I can say, ‘Hey, I learned 
this from Mel Durham, who knew your 
patriarch, Alonzo Janes’.” They heard 
their forebear’s  music for the first time.  
A family has reconnected with their own 
music - it’s mind-blowing!” 

Old-time musician and musical partner of 
David Bragger, Susan Platz, will be 
teaching a yodeling workshop at the 50th 
annual Santa Barbara Old-Time Fiddlers’ 
Festival.  Susan comes from a musical 
background that decidedly did not include 

yodeling! 
She started 
playing 
classical 
violin at 
age six and 
majored 
in voice 
in college.  
She came 
west in 
2008 

and started getting into the folk genre, 
beginning with contra dancing, and 
she eventually ended up playing with 
a contra dance band.  All this time she 
didn’t find the mojo she was looking for 
in her fiddling. After dabbling in Irish 
and Scandinavian fiddle, she found 
herself attending an Old-time workshop. 
There she heard cross-tuned songs and 
rhythmical bowing, and thought, “This is 
what I’ve been looking for!”

community not especially known for the 
genre, he partnered with the Deering 
Banjo Company and the San Diego 
Music Foundation to start the “Banjos in 
the Classroom” program, which brings 
clawhammer banjo lessons to San Diego 
public school children. 

Clinton’s debut solo CD, If I Live and I 
Don’t Get Killed, was released in 2021. He 
will be playing at the Berkeley Old Time 
Music Convention September 21 -25.

Recently, Clinton received the commission 
of Kentucky Colonel - the highest honor 
bestowed by the Commonwealth of 
Kentucky - for his study, performance, and 
teaching of Kentucky music!

Kelly Marie Martin started out as 
a self-taught guitarist with a punk rock 
band and eventually morphed into an 
accomplished Old-time bass player.  After  

checking out multiple instruments in 
many musical genres, she said, “Old-
time bass just naturally felt right”.  
Finally!  She has played in a number of 
SoCal bands, including Triple Chicken 
Foot, Chicken Liquor, Rosy Nolan, and 
tours with Skillet Licorice, most recently 
playing the Main and Pioneer Stages at 
the 2022 Father’s Day Festival.  

In 2006 she co-founded the influential 
Los Angeles 
Old Time 
Social festival.  
It continued 
until 2020, 
when we-
know-what- 
happened.  
The festival 
was inspired 
by the 
Portland Old 

Time Music Gathering and the Berkeley 
Old Time Music Convention; it was 
held in conjunction with the Topanga 
Banjo Fiddle Contest.  In LA Kelly plays 
with accordionist Erin Schneider (they 
released an album of duets available on 
band camp as Erin & Kelly) and Echo 
Mountain, a string band that plays 
Old-time fiddle tunes and songs, some 
gospel, and early country music.

Many thanks to Phoebe Leigh-Suelflow for her 
invaluable work on this feature

http://fiddlersfestival.org/history/

