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Dave Evans & Riverbend/Larry Sparks & the Lonesome
Ramblers Added to 1999 CBA Festival Line-up

Band Selection Committee announces slate of 1999 feature bands

Two of the most soulful sing-
ers in Bluegrass music today, Dave
Evans and Larry Sparks, have been
added to the Specially Featured
Band line-up for the CBA’s 24th
Annual Father’s Day Weekend Blue-
grass Festival. Make plans now to
attend on June 17-20, 1999 at the
Nevada County Fairgrounds in
Grass Valley, California.

This will be the first Grass Val-
ley appearance for Dave Evans and
Riverbend. Evans, a banjo player, is
knowboth for his instrumental abil-
ityand his outstanding vocals. Evans
records on the Neon Records label.

LarrySparks and the Lonesome
Ramblers are making their second
appearance on the CBA's Festival
stage. They performed at the 1994
CBA Festival. Sparks is a prolific
songwriter, talented guitarist, and
one of the most powerful singers in
Bluegrass music today. Sparks
records on the Rebel Records label.

Other Specially Featured Bands
include: The Osborne Brothers,
Mac Wiseman, IlIrd Tyme Out, and
the Sand Mountain Boys. Moun-
tain Heart was selected as the CBA's
Emerging Artist Band for 1999.

The feature bands for the Fes-
tival were chosen by 2 band selec-
tion committee which metat John
Duncan’s home in Sacramento on
November 14, 1998. Due to the
necessity to contact the selected
bands and have the committee’s
report confirmed by the Board of
Directors, this information wasn’t
published in the December issue.

Committee chairman, Bob
Gillim has now received verbal con-
firmation from the following bands
to perform at the CBA’s Father's
Day Festival to be held on June 17-
20, 1999: Country Ham, The
Crooked Jades, 5 for the Gospel,
Tim Graves and Cherokee, The
Kathy Kallick Band, Northern Pa-
cific, Special Consensus, Within
Tradition, and the Witcher Broth-
ers.

Committee members were:
Tracy Pierce, Mary Runge, John
Murphy, David Rainwater, Ken
Reynolds, Jim Allison, Dorothy
Gillim, Whitney Washburn, Harold
Crawford, Kerry Blue, M. D.
Culpepper, Tom Sours, Bill Downs,
David Runge, and Mark Hogan. The
committee had a difficult task again
this year with 57 Bluegrass bands
and 10 Old-timey bands vying for
the 9 feature band performance
slots.

Early Bird Discount Tickets for
the 24th Annual CBA Father’s Day
Weekend Bluegrass Festival are on
sale through February 28, 1999.
There is a ticketorder form on page
17 of this issue for your conve-
nience. CBA members who pur-
chase Early Bird tickets save $25
and Seniors save $35 on the gate
price ($80) for their 4-day tickets. If
you have questions about tickets,
please call David Runge at 707-762-
8735.

KVMR/CBA sponsor Ralph Stanley concert
in Grass Valley on Valentine's Day

Come to Grass Valley to cel-
ebrate Valentine's Day this yearand
enjoy some great Bluegrass music.
Public radio station KVMR of Ne-
vada City and the CBA are cospon-
soring a concert featuring Ralph
Stanley and the Clinch Mounuain
Boys and Mountain Laurel at 8:00
p-m. onSunday, February 14, 1999.

The event will be held at the
Grass Valley Vets Hall, 255 S. Au-

burn Street in Grass Valley, Califor-
nia. Doors will open at 7:30 p.m.

Opening the concert will be
Grass Valley's own, Mountain Lau-
rel. Band membersare Ken Nilsson,
guitar; Rick Grant, fiddle and tenor
vocals; Pete Sigfried, lead vocals
mandolin: Paul Siese, banjo; and
Doug Bianchi, bass.

Ralph Stanley is one of the
legends of bluegrass. He's been

performing for 51 years and is as
good as ever. His band, the Clinch
Mountain Boys are some of the fin-
est sidemen in bluegrass. Their
authentic mountain harmonies are
copied but neverduplicated by blue-
grass performers across the US.A,

Tickets are $12 for KVMR and
CBA members; §14 general. For
further information or tickets, con-
tact KVMR at (530) 265-9073.
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Editor's Corner

by Suzanne Denison

Happy New Year to you and
yours. I hope that you are looking
forward to another year of great
Bluegrass music. There are a num-
ber of events coming up in the near
future on the West Coastand I hope
that you will support the festivals,
concerts and jam sessions in your
area.
Lastmonth I made a mistake in
the front page story concerning the
“Emerging Artist Band” perfor-
mancesatthe CBA’sannual Father’s
Day Weekend Festival. The CBA
first selected an Emerging Artist
Band in 1996 (not 1997) and that
band was Continental Divide. 1
apologize for the error.

We have some exciting events
coming up this Spring, including a
February 14th concert featuring
Ralph Stanleyand the Clinch Moun-
tain Boysand Mountain Laurel. The
concert is co-sponsored by KVMR
and will be held in Grass Valley. See
the Upcoming Events column for
more information and how to get
tickets.

Later this spring we are mak-
ing plans to host two concerts in
April. Venues haven’tbeensecured
yet, but keep watch on the next
issue for more information. In ad-
dition, there are a number of up-
coming Festivals in our part of the
West, and plans are underway for
the CBA Spring Campout and
jammer's festival.

The BIG one for us is the 24th
Annual CBA Father’s Day Weekend
Bluegrass Festival to be held June
17-20, 1999 at the Nevada County
Fairgrounds in Grass Valley. We
have a fantastic line-up again this
year, and you have an opportunity
through February 28, 1999 to save
lots of $8$ by purchasing Early Bird
Tickets. Please see the ticket order

form and ad on Page 17 of this issue
for more information.

We have had a request from a
member to publish the minutes of
the CBA Board of Directors in the
Bluegrass Breakdown each month.
At their December 13th meeting,
the Board decided that a synopsis
of the minutes will be printed in the
Breakdown each month beginning
in February 1999. There are a
couple of valid reasons for this de-
cision: (1) the space consideration
(minutes usually run 7-9 pages);
(2) sensitive items on the Board
agenda such as band booking fees,
negotiations of contracts; bands
selected for future festivals, etc.;
(3) approval of the Board before
minutes are printed.

Another consideration of
Board members was the extra work
itwould entail to write a synopsis of
the minutes each month. As you
may (or may not) know, I am serv-
ing as the Temporary Secretary un-
til 2 volunteer can be found. The
Board felt that 2 new person, unfa-
miliar with Board members and
items of concern, might not be able
to accomplish this task without a
great deal of extra work. 1 have
volunteered to provide a synopsis
for Board approval each month as
long as | am Secretary. Hopefully,
we’ll have someone else come for-
ward soon to serve in this capacity
— and or another volunteer who
would be willing to take on the
minute synopsis task.

The Board asked me to remind
CBA members that they are always
welcome to attend monthly Board
meetings. The date and location of
the meetings is usually set a month
in advance and published in the
Breakdown. If you are planning to
attend a meeting, you might call

any Board member or the CBA of-
fice (209-293-1559) to make sure of
the location and date. The January
Board meeting is scheduled for 1:30
p.m. on Sunday, January 10, 1999
at the home of John Duncan in
Sacramento. Call for directions if
needed.

One thing | would urge all CBA
members to do is GET INVOLVED!
No, you don’t have to run for the
Board and/or become a Festival
Coordinator or officer. But if you
want any say in how our organiza-
tion is operated, you need to be-
come a part of the process and not
just a bystander. Whether or not
you are a musician, there is a place
for you in the California Bluegrass
Association. The current Board,
officers, coordinators and Festival
volunteers are all doing the bestjob
they can. We can always use more
involved members.

Until next month... enjoy the
music!

12th Annul Colorado River Country
Music Festival set for Jan.15-17th

The Blythe Area Chamber of
Commerce will present their 12th
Annual “Colorado River Country”
Music Festival at the Fairgrounds in
Blythe, California on January 15-
17, 1999. The event will be hosted
by The Colorado River Boys.

Featured bands include: The
Bluegrass Patriots, Country Current
(US Navy Band Bluegrass Unit),
High Plains Tradition, Pleasant Val-
ley, Silverado, String ‘Em Up, Tradi-
tional Bluegrass and more.

In addition, contests in a num-
ber of categories will be held, in-
cluding Senior, Adult and Junior
Fiddle; Bluegrass Bands; Specialty

Full Page- 10" wide X 13" high ....ccooovvverivrricsiricinnns
Half Page - 10" wide X 6.5" tall or 4.5" wide X 13" ll.......... $75.00
Quarter Page 4.5" wide X 6.5" tall...............cooen.
Business Card - 2 columns wide (3 7/8") X2" all................... $25.00
Flyer insertion is available at a cost of $150 per issue.
Other sizes of advertising are available at $1.16 per column inch based on a 5 column tabloid size.
Please call (209) 293-1559 or FAX (209) 293-1220 for further information.
A 10% discount is offered for advertising which runs 6 issues or more and is paid for in advance.
Art work should be very clear black and white layout. Photographs which have been screened (75
dpi line screen) are preferred, however our printer can screen them for an additional $7 per shot.
Advertising proofs can be FAXed upon request if typesetting and/or layout is required. Please allow
at least 5 extra days for production.
Other advertising sizes and color advertising available. Call or FAX for price quotation or further
information, (209) 293-1559 phone or FAX (209) 293-1220.

Bluegrass Breakdown Advertising Rates

Current rates for placing an advertisement in the Bluegrass Breakdown are as follows:

Display Advertising

wrrneeenenee $150.00
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Classified Advertising

The current rates for classified ads are based on 3 1/2 inches of typed copy and are as follows: $3.00
for the first three lines and 50¢ for each additional line. ........

All advertising must be paid for in advance unless prior arrangements have been made for billing.

Make checks payable to the California Bluegrass Association and send check and ad to:
Suzanne Denison, Editor Bluegrass Breakdown

P.0. Box 9 - Wilseyville, CA 95257

Phone (209) 293-1559 - FAX (209) 293-1220

Instrument; Flat Pick Guitar; Five
String Banjo; and Mandolin. There
will also be a2 Band Scramble con-
test.

The Colorado River Country
Fairgrounds is located on Califor-
nia State Highway 95 and Riverside
Drive in Blythe, California.

For further information, con-
test entry or tickets, contact the
Blythe Area Chamber of Commerce,
201 South Broadway, Blythe, CA
92225, call 760-922-8166; or FAX
760-922-4010.

Best of the West
Bluegrass Shoot-
Out Jan. 30 & 31

Ben Sandoval will present the
Best of the West Bluegrass Shoot-
Out at Eagle Mountain Ranch in
Rainbow Valley, Arizona on January
30and31, 1999. Theeventfeatures
contests for the Best in the West
Bluegrass Band, Family Band, Old
Time Country Band and Champion
Fiddlers.

The weekend also features
performances by The Witcher Broth-
ers, The Tylers, Flinthill Special,
The Hat Band, McNasty Brothers,
and Spring Valley Breakdown, in
addition to a Spaghetti Dinner and
an open mic on Friday, January
29th. Kids activities, jam sessions,
nature walks, horse backrides, food
crafts and more will also be offered.

Camping is available on site
from Saturday, January 23rd.

Forinformationortickets, con-
tact Ben Sandoval, ¢/o Eagle Moun-
ain Ranch, 12100 S. Dean Road,
Rainbow Valley, AZ 85326 or call
9602) 386-2316.

CLASSIFIED

ADS

BAND MEMBERS SOUGHT
GUITAR/MANDOLIN PLAYER
forming bluegrass old time music
band in Modesto area looking for
Fiddle/Standup Bass/Banjo players
and others. Call Jason (209) 874-
1261.

FOR SALE
ONE BEAUTIFUL HONEY-BURST
RESONATOR GUITAR, excellent
condition. Early model with origi-
nal tweed case, striking flamed
maple top, back and sides. $2500.
Call 530-938-4665.

EARLY BIRD TICKETS for the 24th
Annual CBA Father's Day Weekend
Bluegrass Festival on sale now
through February 28, 1999. Order
earlyand save $$§. See ad on page
17 for information and ticket order
blank.

CBALOGO MERCHANDISE makes
great holiday gifts for your family
and friends. Bumper Stickers, But-
tons, Calendars, Cookbooks, Cof-
fee Mugs, Caps, Sports Bottles,
Sweatshirts, T-Shirts, Jackets, Visors
and much more available now at
reasonable prices. See the order
blank on the back page of this issue
for easy shopping by mail.

LESSONS

BANJO LESSONS IN BAY AREA
from Bill Evans. Rounder record-
ing artist, Banjo Newsletter colum-
nist and former member of Dry
Branch Fire Squad. Beginners to
advanced; Scruggs, melodic and
single-string styles, back-up. Les-
sons individually tailored to suite
eachstudent’s needs. Over 20 years
teaching experience. El Cerrito,
(510) 234-4508.
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Bluegrass News Notes...

In Memory...
E. Ray Gay
by Bob Thomas

Mr. Ray Gay, past away in the
arms of his beloved wife, Vickie,
after doctors found cancer three
weeks earlier. Ray was a real blue-
grass fan. He and Vickie were faith-
ful artendees at the CBA festivals
and campouts the last three years.

He enjoyed playing dobro, but
mostly listened and enjoyed the
music and the family environment.
He was the number one fan of the
Yuba City based band, Homemade
Jam, and attended every perfor-
mance no matter where. When
they played for the California Prune
Festival, he was there, at the Pump-
kin Farm, Beckworth Frontier Days,
and many others, he came to sup-
port his favorite band.

His memorial service was held
at Ullrey Chapel on Wednesday,
December9. His son, Dennis deliv-
ered the eulogy.

Ray enjoyed collecting antique
bottles, mining gold, finding lost
treasure, building an electric car,
writing music, and fixing anything
that needed fixing. I consider ita
privilege to have known Ray and to
have been invited to play music at
his memorial. I will truely miss Ray
Gay.

Len Walding
by Suzanne Denison

Len Walding died Wednesday,
December 16, 1998 from complica-
tions of pneumonia. Mr. Walding
was bedridden for the past seven
years as the result of a fall.

His loving wife, Areal cared
for him at home until he needed
full-time care givers. Both Lenand
Arneal were longtime CBA mem-
bers and supporters of Bluegrass
music.

In the 1980's Len produced a
number of concerts in the Sacra-
mento area which featured nation-
ally touring musicians suchas Ralph
Stanley. He also supported local
bands and musicians.

Len was a talented musician
and vocalist who loved to jam. I
first men Len and Arneal when we
camped near hisgood friends Cletus
Smith and Herman DeWittata CBA
Festival in the early 1990's. This
trio, along with numerous other
jammers, played musicinto the wee
hours of the morning, slept quick,
and started again in the moming.
Theyseemed to know innumerable
songs, and the music they shared
with us was priceless.

Len was a wonderful, kind and
loving person and we will all miss
him.

Get well wishes

Jerry Pujol, former CBA Board
memberand longtime memberand
supporter of the California State

Old Time Fiddlers Association, suf-
fered a massive heart attack on De-
cember 8th at his home in Napa.
He managed to call 911, but col-
lapsed before help arrived. Para-
medics had to break down his door
to come to his aid.

At last report, Faye Downs
called 1o tell us that Jerry was in
intensive careat the Kaiser Hospital
in Vallejo and no visitors were al-
lowed. Faye didn't have an update
on the extent of the heart damage
Jerry suffered, but he will need all
of our prayers and get well wishes.

Please send cards and letters
to Jerryat 3026 Stadium Ave., Napa,
CA 94558.

New venue for Bluegrass
in Campbell

Jake Quesenberry and friends
are the host band of a popular
Wednesdaynightaffairat Sam’s BBQ
1 There is terrific food, fun and lots
of good picking! The host band
also accompanies many interesting
musicians who come over fora jam
session, all orchestrated by none
other than local legend Jake
Quesenberry!

Come on over for some great
fun!!! That's every Wednesday night
from 6:00 to
9:00 p.m., at SAM’S BBQ, 1461 W.
Campbell Ave., Campbell CA. For
further information or directions,
call (408) 374-9676.

Band and Artists
News Notes

Hay Holler Records recently
welcomed Lost Highway as the
latest addition to its artist roster.
Lost Highway, a hard-core, tradi-
tional bluegrass band based in Or-
ange County, California, has re-
cently regrouped after disbanding
in the early 1980's.

The band is still built around
the smooth lead singing and rhythm
guitar of original member, Ken
Orrick. Jeff Harvey, also an alum-
nus of the original band, adds key
vocals and plays the mandolin. Join-
ing them are Dick Brown onbanjo,
Marshall Andrews on acoustic
upright bass and Paul Shelasky on
fiddle. The tight harmonies and
vocal diversity of the band, as well
as their powerful original music are
just a few of their trademarks.

Their first Hay Holler album
will be released in early 1999. Lost
Highway plans to tour extensively
in the US and abroad. For further
information, contact: Kerry Hay at
540-552-7959 or fax 540-953-1581.

Joe Weed, accomplished mu-
sician, owner of Highland Records,
anda regular columnist for the Blue-
grass Breakdown has been busy
during the past few months with
professional projects. The National
Steinbeck Center which opened its
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doors in June 1998 in Salinas, Cali-
fornia, in its orientation film fea-
tures a sound track composed and
produced by Joe. The music con-
tains many of his original composi-
tions which may be featured on an
upcoming album release.

This Fall, Joe completed pro-
duction of 2 video series which in-
troduces American culture to new-
comers as theylearn English. Titled
“Inside America,” the series is part
of a program developed by Marty
Kendall (Joe's wife) for colleges and
universities across the country. The
video soundtrack featured both tra-
ditional and original Weed compo-
sitions.

Joe has been invited to the
Lincoln Museum during the sum-
mer of 1999,to serve summer resi-
dency during which he will do re-
search in the museum'’s archives.
Joe will study popular music from
Lincoln’s lifetime, and concentrate
on Lincoln’s own favorites and the
music of the Civil War era.

For more information about
any of Joe Weed’s projects and re-
cordings, contact him at Highland
Records, P.O. Box 554, Los Gatos,
CA 95031-0554.

BRN RealAudio

Bluegrass Update

NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE —
Bluegrass Radio Network is
pleased to announce the addition
of 56kpbs on-demand streaming
audio to the Bluegrass Radio Net-
work RealAudio website <http:/
www.bluegrassradio.com >. Those
with 56kpbs or faster access can
now enjoy higher quality audio
when listening to our weekly broad-
cast of “Into The Blue”. Those with
slower access (28.8kpbs) can still
listen to the program as before by
choosing the lower speed connec-
tion.

After much testing we have
decided to continue encoding the
broadcast in mono in order to ob-
tain the highest quality fidelity. We
would be interested in hearing your
comments about the new improved
higher bandwidth broadcast, so
please letus know howit’s working
for you.

“Into The Blue” continues to
be a FREE service to all fans of
bluegrass. We ask only that you
please support our sponsors who
make these broadcasts and
cybercasts possible!

For those who are interested,
the 9th Annual IBMA Awards are

now online. The event was re-
corded live at the Kentucky Center
for the Performing Arts in Louis-
ville, KY on October 22, 1998.

Due to the length of this broad-
cast, we are only making a 28.8K
feed available. Click Here to go to
our site: http://www.bluegrass
radio.com

Record Company

News Notes

Doobie Shea Records
announces upcoming releases

Dwight McCall first recorded
at Doobie Shea Studios in 1994
with Cincinnati’s Union Springs,
then returned more recently tosing
tenor to Dan Tyminski on two cuts
for The Stanley Gospel Tradition,
including “Take Your Shoes Off
Moses,” released directly to radio
on Prime Cuts Of Bluegrass. In
between, Dwight spent a year as a
member of the Country Gentlemen,
and then joined J.D. Crowe & The
New South. Busyassembling mate-
rial and guests, McCall expects to
have his Dan Tyminski-produced
solo album out by next spring.

A lot of bluegrass fans first be-
came aware of Scottie Sparks’ out-
standing lead and tenor vocal abili-
ties as a featured vocalist on The
Stanley Tradition; more recently,
he’s won favorable attention as a
member of Unlimited Tradition,and
for his two strong leads on The
Stanley Gospel Tradition, “Zion's
Hill” and “I Am The Man, Thomas.”
With an album of his own on the
schedule, expect to heara lot more
from —and about— this young man.

Dan Tyminski, the pride of
Vermont, has been a busy man
lately, working as a producer and/
or picker on Unlimited Tradition’s
She’s Gone, The Stanley Gospel
Tradition and Living On The Halle-
lujah Side (all for Doobie Shea)
and, of course, maintining a fast-
paced touring schedule as 2 mem-
ber of Alison Krauss and Union Sta-
tion. Even so, Dan'’s got his own
turn in the spotlight as a solo artist
on schedule, with an all-star cast of
guests. Stay tuned for more...

Jeanette Williams, veteran
recording artist, both as a solo act
and with her songwriting husband,
Johnny Williams, and their band
Clearwater, Jeanette’s been gain-
ing attention over the last several
years thanks to a greatvoice, strong
arrangements and an ear for great
material. Look for her forthcoming
solo release on Doobie Shea to raise

her visibility among bluegrass fans
around the country.

Tony and Gary Williamson
have begun their new all-gospel
Doobie Shea Records project. This
award-winning brother duet of
smooth vocal harmonies, with man-
dolinand guitar accompaniment (a
style handed down by their ances-
tors in North Carolina) will be
backed by an all star cast of musi-
cians. Release is slated for early
1999.

News From Rebel Records

The “Nashville Scene,” Nash-
ville, TN's weekly newspaper which
features issues, arts and events
around town, recently named its
Top 10 Country Albums for the first
halfof 1998, and two Rebel releases
were included. Ralph Stanley’s 2-
CD set “Clinch Mountain Coun-
try,” which features duets with art-
ists ranging from Bob Dylan and
Patty Loveless. This album has al-
ready sold more than any album in
the history of Rebel Records.

Blue Highway's “Midnight
Storm,” the groups third album for
Rebel. The album was released in
January of this year, and sales con-
tinue to be strong for this critically
praised piece. Rankings such as
these reflect the growing apprecia-
tion for traditional forms of music
in the country music industry and
among fans.

For further information about
Rebel Records releases, call 540-
343-5476, or E-mail rebel@rev.net

Rounder Records News Notes

Alison Krauss & Union Sta-
tion are featured on the Prince of
Egypt Soundtrack. Some of the
most popular and well-respected
performers in the history of mod-
ern country music have come to-
gether for a unique album of com-
pletely new songs inspired by the
animated film The Prince of Egypt.

The all-star lineup for The
Prince of Egypt: Nashville
(DreamWorks Records), released
November 17, 1998, includes 13
platinum-selling artists, from long-
established stars like Vince Gill,
Reba, Randy Travis, Clint Black, Ala-
bama, Pam Tillis, Wynonna and
Charlie Daniels to newer favorites
like Alison Krauss, Faith Hill, Toby
Keith, Steven Curtis Chapman and
Mindy McCready.

Contributions from three of
Nashville’s top songwriters — Beth
Nielsen Chapman, Mac McAnally
and Gary Chapman —and a singing
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on the Nile River. “My son,  have Colorado's 14th Annual

nothing I can give, but this chance

that you may live,” she proclaims.
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video for “I Give You to His Heart” =

which features footage from the

film along with a sign-language in-

terpretation from long-time Union

Station fan Courtney Eaton.
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(Continued from Page 5)

Personini of Slate Mountain Blue-
grass Band of Placerville.

* 1998 Vocal Group of the Year -
Bob James and Ernie Hunt, as
Hoof Hearted. Two of the most
sincere and entertaining folks
around. Buy their CD and geta
free chicken dinner.

* 1998 Entertainer of the year - Red
Dirt Bullies of Chico, Ca. Having
too much fun to be work.

Back Home Music

A great source of tapes and
CDs is Back Home Music, from ].B.
and Tracy Pierce. The address is
P.0. Box 10555, Napa, CA 94581.
Call 800-746-TUNE. They have a
super stock (over 3000 titles) of
bluegrass CDs and fast mail service.
Anyone mentioning this newsletter
in their order, will get a dollar off.

Paul Siese - Banjo
Lessons

I've seen Paul Siese play banjo
for some years now, and most all
the other bluegrass banjo players
100. There are very few players
around that are as accomplished at
the variety of playing techniques
he’s mastered. Paul plays with both
Mountain Laurel and with Past Due
and Playable, and has been a per-
former for over 20 years. He use to
teach and is now taking students

again. From beginners toadvanced.
Ifyou're interested in learning

bluegrass banjo, talk with Paul and
setup an appointment. Call him at
(530) 265-4328.

Ralph Stanley and the
Clinch Mountain Boys
And Mountain Laurel

On Sunday, February 14, in
Nevada City, KVMRand the CBAare
cosponsoring a concert by these
two Bands. Ralph Stanley is one of
the legends of bluegrass. He’s been
performing for 51 years and is as
good as ever. His band, the Clinch
Mountain Boys are some of the fin-
est sidemen in bluegrass. Their
authentic mountain harmonies are
copied but neverduplicated by blue-
grass performers across the US.A.

This show is particularly spe-
cial because Grass Valley’s own
Mountain Laurel will be opening
the show. This is a very fine band.
On guitar is Ken Nilsson, one of the
best pickers in the area. On fiddle
is Rick Grant. Rickis also a very fine
mandolin player and guitar player.
His high tenor gives this band a real
traditional sound. Pete Sigfried, is
the lead singerand mandolin player
and is one of the best in northern
California. On banjo is Paul Siese
who can pick the fire out of a banjo
in any style you want. On base is
Doug Bianchi. Doug is as solid as
they getand shows he is having a lot
of fun. Together they have a sound
all their own thatis a true delight to
bluegrass lovers. Contact KVMR for
ticket information at (530) 265-
9073.

Area Bluegrass Jam

Sessions

* Wednesdays, 7-10:30 p.m. —
Orangevale at the Country Table

¢

[
/

oo %

CBA members who purchase
Early Bird Discount Tickets for
the 24th Annual CBA Father's Day
Bluegrass Festival SAVE $$$$

Great Entertainment Lineup Featuring:
*The Osborne Brothers *Mac Wiseman
Illrd Tyme Out *Dave Evans and Riverbend
eLarry Sparks and the Lonesome Ramblers
*The Sand Mountain Boys
eMountain Heart + 10 More Bands to be Added

Now through February 28, 1999
Use the ticket order form on page 17 of this issue to
get your Festival tickets and save up to $25 on gate
prices for the same tickets!

Birds and
Bluegrass?

Yes -- we're
talking about
Early Birds...
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Restaurant, 8999 Greenback
Lane, Orangevale.

* Thursdays, 7-11 p.m. — Sacra-
mento at The Fifth String Music
Store, 930 Alhambra Blvd., Sacra-
mento. Theyare nowauthorized
dealers for Martin, Taylor and
Collings guitars. Call 916-442-
8282 for more information.

® January 23 — Sacramento Area
Jam in January will held at the
Woodland Senior Center, 630
Lincoln Ave., Woodland. We had
agreattime there earlier this year
and they want us back. The jam
begins at 3:00 p.m. with a pot-

luckat 6:00 p.m. Agood number
of the local seniors came and
enjoyed the music. As they have
a nice stage, a small PA will be
available for open - mic perform-
ers. So, work up something with
a few friends and get it ready.

Bluegrass Northwest
from print to the web
LaVonne Bickle, the long-time
editorof Bluegrass Nortbwest, pub-
lished her last print issue in Decem-
ber of 1998. The very informative
bluegrass newsletter will continue

"to be published on the internet.

Bickle’s newsletter has been a
great resource for pickers and mu-

sic fans in Washington, as well as
visitors from other parts of the coun-
try. She has continually published
items such as jam listings, a calen-
dar of upcoming concerts, live club
performances, and festivals
throughout the West Coast, as well
asfeature articles on bands, sources
for recordingsand musicalsupplies,
band listings, and much more.

We wish LaVonne well in her
new cyberspace venture. From now
on, you can read Bluegrass North-
west on the internet at <www.
geocities.com/Nashville/opry/5933/
index.html> To contact LaVonne
Bickle, e-mail: <sjbickle@
everett.com >

Bluegrass Folks — Bernie Sullivan

by Bill Wilhelm

It was almost a quarter of a
centuryagoatthe second CBA Blue-
grass Festival ever held at Grass
Valley where I first met Bernie
Sullivan. I had seen his band, the
Dusty Road Boys, at the first festival
ever held at Grass Valley the year
before that, but Bernie wasn't with
them then. He was off to
Beanblossom, Indiana to see Bill
Monroe and his Blue Grass Boys at
that time. However, he did play
with them at the second festival. In
the course of our conversation back
then, I discovered he was from my
home state of [llinois. The more we
talked, the more we found we had
in common and we have socialized
many times since.

Bernie is a good bluegrass mu-
sician. Just hand him any acoustic
instrument even including the
dobro and he'll play it for you. I
could get him into trouble here, as
[ don't remember seeing him play
the fiddle.

He grew up in Springheld, Illi- g

nois, where the Illinois State Fair is
held, an event where he would be
playing in years to come. He went
to school there, including college.
He also went to college at Southern
[llinois Universityat Carbondale and
holds a degree in forestry.

“My father always listened to
the Grand Old Opry on the radio on
Saturday nights, so the rest of us
were forced 1o listen to it whether
we liked it or not. I didn’t raise any
fuss about that, because I liked itas
much as he did. I had taken Steel
guitar lessons when | was younger,
but it seems all [ was learning was
Hawaiian music and I didn’t care
much for that, nordid | even under-
stand it. Just listening to the Opry
made me want to play like that, so
my folks bought me a new guitar. It
was a cheapie and was really ter-
rible in every way. [struggled along
with that, though for a long time
not learning very much.”

He had seen Hank Williams
playing a Martin (guitar) and two of
his friends also had Martins. He

Bernie Sullivan

knew he would never be satisfied
until he had one of those. He went
to work in a factory doing hard
work, just to earn the money to buy
one. Every bit of the money he
earned then, all $285, went for a
brand new Martin. His dad thought
itwas very foolish tospend somuch
for a guitar and his mom said he
would never be able to play like
Johnny Cash!

Bernie began spending all his
spare time doing serious practicing
and playing along with records. In
three months he was playing with a

band and getting paid for it. His
bands played at Paducah, Kentucky,
several radio and TV suations in
Southern [llinois, county fairs, the
aforementioned Illinois State Fair
and in more recent years, many
places on the West Coast.

In 1965 he joined the Sea Bees,
a section of The US Navy. While
stationed in Adak, Alaska, he played
in 2 band in some clubs around
there for a year. He sent all the
money home he earned playing
there and was able to buyagood car

(Continued on next page)



Letter to the Editor....cccecceeecececncocees

Breakdown comments
Dear Editor,

Thank you for the opportunity
to provide some feedback regard-
ing the Bluegrass Breakdown. I
sincerely believe you are doing a
very fine job. I've also edited a
music newsletter, so I know how
much work is involved. Even keep-
ing the various month’s issues ap-
proximately the same number of
pages can be a trick. Knowing what
to cut, e.g. editing letters to the
editor forspace considerations, can
be tricky, since no one wants to see
their pearls of wisdom deleted—
even if the same point has already
been made by someone else.

During this past year and a
half, you have been beset by a num-
ber of problems and challenges,
and, with a few minor typo excep-

Bernie Sullivan
(From previous page)

with it when he finished his tour of
duty. He spent some time in Mo-
rocco and then went on to Viet
Nam. Itdidn’t take him verylong to
figure out that there were some
people around there who didn't
like him, as they were using him for
targetpractice. Well, thatjustdidn't
seem very friendly, or like a nice
way to be treated. So, with that
kind of a welcoming, he found the
Vietnamese rude and left there as
soon as he could. He even left the
military when his tour of duty was
up.

3 He settled at Nevada City, Cali-
fornia where he found a temporary
job with US Forestry Department.
They liked his work and the interest
he took in it, not to mention his
college degree in forestry. Here
was a guy they didn’t want to lose,
so they changed a few rules so they
could hire him as a regular. He
worked many years with that de-
partment, being transferred to
Camptonville, California and then
on to the Oroville area where he
spent most of his time and from
where he recently retired.

With time on his hands, he is
now more involved with his church.
He works there with a group of
Down’s syndrome young ones and
plays music for them. He also plays
and teaches music in the Oroville
area.

His two sons, Eric and Casey
both live in Nashville and bothwork
at the Gibson Guitar factory. Eric
has become an unusually good gui-
wr flatpicker and spends a lot of his
spare time jamming and playing in
Nashville where there is an abun-
dance of fine musicians to play with..

Bernie will probably go there
to live eventually, but in the mean-
time he has a lot more bluegrass
festivals coming up to attend, a lot
more people to jam with and a lot
more music to play in the Golden
State..

tions, the quality of the newsletter
has not reflected the turmoil
through which you lived. Your con-
scientious commitment is very
much appreciated—I hope you re-
main our editor for another eleven
years!
Sincerely,
Elena Corey

99.3 FM Sacramentos 103.7 Auburn

SOUND REINFORCEMENT TIPS

Natural Stereo Overdubbing

by Ed Light

It's common to record new
parts to a tape while listening to
existing parts in headphones. Each
instrumentis recorded throughone
microphone and occupies one
track. The result is a constricted
feel to the instruments, since they
have no air around them, no feel of

the acoustic space as captured by a
pair of stereo microphones.

The solution is to record with
a stereo pair. The first take gos to
tracks 1 and 2, the next to 3 and 4,
etc. Each time, you have the
musician(s) in different physical
positions in front of the mikes.

3 and Mountain Laurel
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 1999

Valentine’s Day

at the 255:3.
Grass Valley Auburn
Vets Hall Street

| WmRﬁﬁm‘mﬁ $12 KVMR and the California Bluegrass Assn. Members, $14 General

8:00 p.m. ¢ doors open 7:30 p.m. ¢ For more info. call 530-265-9073
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When you mix it down, the left mic.
Is always panned full-left, and the
right mic. Full right. What you get
is a natural recording that sounds
like they were all playing together
in the room/studio in front of a pair
of stereo mics.

KVMR 89.5FM NEVADA CITY & THE CALIFORNIA BLUEGRASS ASSOCIATION PRESENT ‘




Suzanne Thomas, Don Rigsby an

by Suzanne Denison

What were you doing on Satur-
day, November21st? Ifyouweren'’t
in the audience at Mesa Verde High
School’s Performing Arts Center in
Citrus Heights, California, you
missed a great concert.

The California Bluegrass Asso-
ciation presented local favorites
Slate Mountain Bluegrass Band and
Suzanne Thomas, Don Rigsby and
friends in a dynamic concert which
was truly a night to remember. Al
Shusterman and his crew of volun-
teers did a good job as usual, and
Ed Light was the soundman for the
event. While the acoustics of the
venue weren’t the best, we all heard
some outstanding music.

Slate Mountain Bluegrass
kicked off the evening with an ex-
cellent performance, as usual.
Eileen and John Personeni are the
lead vocalists for many of the band’s
songs, and they do a terrific job.
Fiddler Tom Gunterman, Thom
Bently on guitarand mandolin, and
Angela Personeni all took at least
one lead vocal as well. Citing Vern
Williams as their main influence,
State Mountain's performance
would have made the traditional
Bluegrass picker proud.

Each of the members of Slate
Mountain Bluegrass Band is musi-
cally walented, and together, they
represent on the finest bands in
Northern California. The band re-
cently released their first recording

on CD and appears regularly in the

Placerville and Sacramento area, as
well as at numerous California fes-
tivals. Ifyougeta chance, be sure to
give them a listen, you won't be
disappointed.

Afteran intermission, Suzanne
Thomas, Don Rigsby & Friends took
over the stage and entertained the
audience for the next two hours
with never a dull moment. As we
listened to the powerful voices of
Suzanne Thomas and Don Rigsby,
their heartfelt lyrics made us alter-
nately smile and want to cry. Toes
were lapping, and on some songs,
itwasawfully tempting tosingalong,

I had seen both Thomas and
Rigsby perform in their respective
bands, (Dry Branch Fire Squad and
Lonesome River Band), but was
much more impressed with their
vocal abilities as individual perform-
ers — and this concert really high-
lighted each individual.

Suzanne Thomas performed
several songs from her latest
Rounder Records release, Dear
Friends and Gentle Hearts, as well
as songs from Dry Branch record-
ings, including “Faded Coat of
Blue”. In addition, she performed
solo songs accompanied only by
her guitar or clawhammer banjo.
Suzanne’s powerful voice filled the
hall with heartfelt and moving lyr-
ics, clearly enunciated and obvious
depth of emotion.

Don Rigsby performed many
of the songs from his latest Sugar

John Personeni of Slate Mountain Bluegrass Band
Photo by Howard Gold
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d Friends concert a night to remember

SUZANNE THOMAS, DON RIGSBY & FRIENDS -- (I-r) Jim Hurst, Don Rigsby, Suzanne
Thomas, Missy Raines and Bill Evans.

Hill recording, A Vision, as well as
some Lonesome River classics. One
of the most moving and powerful
performances was an a capella ver-
sion of one of the songs from his all
Gospel CD. He gave a brief testi-
mony of his Christian beliefs, and
then proceeded to witness his faith
with his beautiful voice. I have
always thought of Ronnie Bowman
as the best vocalist for Lonesome
River Band, but after hearing Don
Rigsby, I've changed my opinion —
he’s awesome!

Rounding out this all-star band
are IBMA’s Bass Player of the Year
for 1999, Missy Raines; Jim Hurst
from Claire Lynch and the Front
Porch String Band; and banjo vir-
tuoso and ethnomusicologist, Bill
Evans.

Jim Hurstand Missy Raines are
veterans of bluegrass and country
music in their own right with cre-
dentials ranging from Trisha
Yearwood and Holly Dunn to Eddie
and Martha Adcock, the Brother
Boys and the Masters. For the last
several years, they have been an
integral part of Claire Lynch and
the Front Porch String Band, ap-
pearing on her Silver and Gold re-
lease (Rounder). In addition to con-
tinuing to perform with Claire, they
also are attracting much attention
on their own as a duo.

Twice during the concert, Jim
and Missy performed together and
the rest of the band left the stage.
One of the numbers they did was
“Jersey Bounce” —not necessarilya
Bluegrassstandard. However, even
the most die-hard traditionalist
would have enjoyed the music they
performed. Thad notseen either of
them perform before, although I
was familiar with their work through
recordings. I must say that I was
more than impressed — they work
together almost as one person —
the timing was impeccable, their
breaks were fantastic, and while
instrumentals are not my favorite

thing, this was one of the bestduets
I've ever seen. After seeing Missy in
this configuration, I can understand
why she is IBMA’s Bass Player of the
Year! That tiny woman can play the
standup bass like most people play
a guitar. She took several bass
breaks and played the melody with
jazzy embellishments in an incred-
ible performance which had bass
players in the audience green with
envyand on the edge of their seats.
Jim Hurst is one of the best flat-
pickers I have ever heard. 1don’t

know why most of us haven’theard
more about him —but predict that
after this West Coast tour, he’ll be
remembered in the future.
Banijoist Bill Evans was a mem-
ber of Dry Branch Fire Squad from

IBMA Bass Player of the Year Missy Raines

Photo by Howard Gold

1993 t0 1997. Billis finishing work
on his doctoral degree in
ethnomusicology from the Univer-
sity of California, Berkeley. Inaddi-
tion, in the last year he has pre-
sented his solo concert “The Banjo
In America,” featuring over 200
years of banjo music, in 2 number
of venues from festivals to muse-
ums and concerts. Bill did a great
job on harmony vocals, and per-
formed a couple of songs from his

“Native and Fine” CD.
It you didn 't see Suzanne Tho-

mas/Don Ribsby and Friends incon-
cert this trip—you missed a nightto
remember, and if you have a chance
to see them in the future — it's an
experience you don’t want to miss!

Photo by Howard Gold



Tent camping
area maintained

Last month the issue of main-
taining a "tent camping only" area
at the CBA's annual Father's Day
Weekend Festival was approved
by the Board. Coordinator of the
area is Don Denison.

The map on this page is
printed in order to make clear to
all festival campers the area in
question. The portion of the map
below which has diagonal stripes
is the "tent camping only area" in
question.

Camping is allowed in this
area for tenters, those with uncon-
verted vans, and pickup trucks with
camper shells only. No self-con-
tained vehicles are allowed.

The "tent camping only" area
will be enforced from the time the
CBA takes possession of the Fair-
grounds on Monday, June 14, 1999
until Monday, June 21, 1999. RV
campers who are parked in the
area at the time the rules go into
force will be required to move to
the RV camping area..

A large number of CBA mem-
bers voiced strong opinions on
the need for a tent camping only
area. Among the concerns ex-
pressed were: generator fumes and
noise, safety of childrenandadults,
and offering shade for those who
choose to camp in tents.

RV owners are more able to
contend withcamping areas which
do not provide shade since they
usually have electrical outlets and/
or awnings. Since the audience
area was moved to the inner fair-
grounds, a large area is now open
to RV campers with access to elec-
trical and water outlets.

Don is asking for volunteers
and cooperation from RV owners
to make this policy work. If you
have any questions about the area
or the policy, please call him at
209-293-1559.

ORDER YOUR
EARLY BIRD
DISCOUNT TICKETS
TODAY!

Use the ticket order form on
Page 17 of this issue to order
your tickets for the CBA's 1999
Festival and save $$8$
Offer ends February 28, 1999

Map of the Nevada County Fairgrounds
to Define "Tent Campng Only" Area

The area from the main entrance gate (#4) on McCourtney Road from the paved
road to the dirt road adjacent to gate #3; and from the McCourtney Road fence to

the water ditch shall be reserved for tent camping only. RV camping shall be
allowed on all other parts of the camping area, and campers with tents who wish

to camp with RVs are permitted in all areas of the camping area.
Tents, unconverted vans and pickup trucks with camper shells. NO self-contained

DEFINITION OF CAMPERS ALLOWED IN "TENTS ONLY" CAMPING AREA
vehicles are permitted.

TENTS ONLY CAMPING AREA DESCRIPTION
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More Jam Etiquette

by Elena Corey

Every so often our bluegrass
family expresses a desire to refresh
their memories of the “rules of jam
etiquette.” We would like to be
reassured that we 're all sensitive to
each other’s social needs. And hav-
ing a tidy set of rules which we can
consult to verify that we're doing
the “right thing” would go a long
way toward giving us that reassur-
ance. 50, “Jam etiquette” is brought
to our attention, and the folks who
embody sensitivity itself read the
articles, examine their conscious-
ness and resolve to be even more
courteous.

The folks who do not show
such sensitivity, and who might use
such articles as blueprints for el-
evating social behavior, however,
frequently do not have the insight
to put themselves into the place of
folks for whom the advice is given.
And so, the usefulness of such ar-
ticles may be limited to merely help-
ing people who are very new to
jamming to gainsome sense of foot-
hold and confidence with which to
continue their investigation of the
joys of jamming.

So, when I consider doing an-
otherarticle aboutjamming—which
usually precedes the festival season
abit, I'm glad to oblige but wary lest
the “rules” be taken too simplisti-
cally and serve merely to provide a
once-over brush with sensitivity,
thereafter to be forgotten until the
next season.

The truth is that we can’t legis-
late sensitivity any more than we
can compel attitudes or any other
privately experienced phenom-
enon. And jamming is about sensi-
tivity: The essence of jamming is
sensitivity. It's somewhat like the
physician’s Hippocratic Oath—the
first mandate is “Do no harm.”

In jamming there are two pri-
mary prongs to that directive fork’s
thrust. Jamming may serve many
purposes, but the two main ends
are 1) contributions and mainte-
nance to the social fabric of the
musical community, withattendant
developmentofreciprocal relation-
ships en route, and 2) the preserva-
tion and promotion of the music
itself—both vertically, through gen-
erations, and horizontally, across
widening social circles.

S0, to “Do no harm” while jam-
ming means both that a person
needs to be sensitive to the effects
of his or her behavior in regard ©
how one’ssocial interactions affect
other people, and in terms ofone’s
participation in the music making
process serves the music. The
implications of this two-pronged
challenge are immense and noteas-
ily summarized. As Einstein once
said, “Not everything that counts
can be counted, and not everything
that can be counted, counts.” So
our attitudes may be the main con-
sideration in jamming.

After we underscore the im-
portance ofattitude, there aresome
basic tips which can be useful for
beginning jammers to grasp—e.g.
“Don’t borrow someone’s treasured
instrument and damage it by your
negligence.” Or “Make sure what
you are joining is really a jam and
not a showcase.” Or “Try to play in
tune with others.” We could listan
entire page of such tips, and many
people are eager to provide these.
We need to be reluctant to allow
such a list to be the thrust of our
attention regarding jam etiquette,
since we don’t want our consider-
ation to be limited to such lists.

Any ofus could probably name
pickers who carefully follow out-
lined rules yet who are not very fun
to pick with. The spirit of sharing
somehow seems to get slighted—as
though they are merely being pa-
tient while you finish your turn so
that they cangetback to whatthey're
reallyinterested in—themselves and
their own playing.

Justas trueselflessness doesn’t
mean thinking poorly of oneself
but merely thinking of oneself less
often than thinking of others, cour-
teous jam behavior doesn’t mean

you have to diminish your own con-
wribution to the jam. It doesn't
mean you only allow yourself to
play three-chord songs when any-
one in the jam doesn’t compre-
hend how to use additional chords,
for instance. It does mean thatyou
help the person who doesn'tgrasp
the chord progression, and thatyou
do so without making him or her
feel embarrassed or stupid. To de-
velop a sincere interest in the con-
tributions of those with whom you
play involves true listening and
heart-feltencouragement, notaslav-
ish, unenlightened obedience to
any set of rules—no matter how
great those rules might be.

S0, yes, it's usually a great idea
to take turns leading songs, taking
breaks, etc. Yes, it's 2 good idea to
play less loudly if a person with 2
softer sound is taking a break. Yes,
it's 2 wonderful idea, when some-
one offers to play an original song/
tune of theirs, to wait until you're
sure you really do understand the
chord progression before you join
in, soas not to muddy the presenta-
tion. All such things, however, can
be subsumed under the general
desire to be courteous to others

and sensitive to their feelings—and
to the music, itself.

Being respectful of the feeling
of the music might involve, for in-
stance, not throwing in every single
hot lick you know on a simple bal-
lad, so that the feeling of the song
shines through. Italso may involve
giving your very best licks or vocal
harmony to people who depend on
you to take a break or sing back up.

Common sense, a feeling of
simpatico, and an appreciation of
the sense of community which can
develop when we are able to lay
aside our natural desires to push
ourselves first are the primary in-
gredients of jam etiquette and the
promotion of raditional music, plus
they increase the probability that
we'll all have fun while we play.

‘Happy picking to you.

Music Matters --

“May I Quote You?

by Elena Corey

This month’s Music Matters col-
umn takes a look at musical quota-
tions. Justas we may quote some-
one else in conversation, musicians
frequently increase their pleasure
in playing by inserting brief bits of
other pieces, within a song. Quot-
ing is different from merely playing
counter melodies over the same
chords for an entire song, such as
bluegrass and fans recognize as ac-
complished in the workhorse ex-
amples of “Bill Bailey” and “Just
Because”, and between “Have I Told
You Lately that I Love You" and
“Remember Me.”

Quoting is also distinct from
playing a medley of related tunes/
songs sequentially. Quoting shows
an awareness of a larger possible
context—a meta-level of music.
Quotes act as musical puns, refer-
encing something tangentially rel-
evant or casting allusions, even if
ever so slyly, to another view of
familiar material.

Musical quotes are found
throughout recordings and per-
formed music, and frequently show
up in traditional music. Most lis-
teners agree that quotes are best if
not overdone. If every single song
in a performer’s set list includes a
quote, that may be boring.

Quotes can be either instru-
mental or vocal, and are usually
very short—two to eight measures
in length. One of the most familiar
quotes used in traditional acoustic
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music is the instrumental run com-
prising these intervals, “1-2-3b-2-1.
1-2-3b-5-2-3b-1.” which contest fid-
dlers have been inserting in “Or-
ange Blossom Special” for over two
generations now. An unobtrusive
way to get into a quote is to let the
riff start, if possible, on the same
interval of the held note in the main
song, but this is not mandatory.

Recently bluegrass and other
traditional acoustic musicians have
been including more vocal quotes—
partly to increase the number of
listeners who “get” the allusion.
Such gospel songs as “Singin’ All
Day and Dinner on the Ground”,
offers snippets of such standards as
“Bye And Bye, When the Morning
Comes”, “Amazing Grace”, “I'll Fly
Away” and “In the Sweet Bye &
Bye.” These are inserted, one per
verse and serve to build tension as
the listener comes to expecta quote
in the same line each verse.

Ata summer festival this year
heard a bluegrass group play, “If I
Should Wander Back Tonight
(Would You Still Love Me)”, and 1
had to pinch myself to make sure I
wasn't imagining it, but I heard the
guitar player and bass player (an
octave apart) together gratuitously
throw in the signature lick from Bo
Diddley's “Who Do You Love”. This
occurred, if mysleep-deprived con-
sciousness didn't imagine it, at the
vocal hold at the end of the second
line of the chorus (after the line

“would your eyes be filled with
love’s own tender light”). They
didn’t call attention to the allusion
and most people in the audience
didn’t react, but that wasn’t impor-
tant, I imagine. They offered this
musical punning for the entertain-
ment of themselves and other mu-
sicians.

Another festival, another
group, another example of a musi-
cal quote—this time a vocal one: At
the end of one of the group’s origi-
nalsongs aboutwanting to be some-
place other than where they were
(a phenomenon amazingly com-
mon in bluegrass), the entire group
sanga beautifula cappella tag, “Why
did I leave the plow in the field and
look for a job in the town.” The
crowd roared and rose to its feet in
acclamation! Everyone loved the
appropriateness of this group’s
quote.

Sometimes quotes aren’t re-
ceived all thatwell—especially when
genres are mixed cavalierly without
consideration for the feel of the
song . For instance, the bluegrass
standard, “Think of What You've
Done” has had several renditions in
which the person in the group with
a bassy voice drawls, after the last
line, “Think about it, Darlin™ in his
Conway Twittiest twang. So far,
although I've heard this done three
times within the lastcouple of years,
I've never seen the crowd get its

socks knocked off by that particular
quote. Perhaps it's the delivery.

Just like in jokes, delivery of
quotes is important. When a per-
former gets a gleam in his or hereye
and practicallystumbles off the stage
anticipating a cute quote, part of
the effect may be destroyed. E.g.,
if a bluegrass or old-timey group is
performing the sweetheart murder
ballad, “Pretty Polly”, and immedi-
atelyafter the bitabout heracquies-
cence in the relationship, i.e. “She
got up behind him and away they
did go (repeated twice) & over the
hillsand the valleys did rove.” Then
suppose the bass player were o
throw in, as a fill the tones for
“Donnt de donn't don"—(that dis-
tinctive Dragnet clue that some-
thing dire is afoot). That kind of
quote might be considered heavy-
handed, to be only appreciated in
late night revelry.

It is usually enough for the
person in the group who executes
the quote to lift the eyelashes coyly
afterward as if to inquire, “What's
the ado about?” if the crowd has
caught the allusion. Scuffing the
feet and saying “Aw shucks” really
aren’t required, but they can some-
times also be endearing.

Now that “Snowflake Reel” is
becoming popular again, we see
that a few folks want to telegraph
their appreciation for the “1 to the
flatted 6®” chord change, so some

(Continued on next page)



Further Travels of a Bluegrass Junkie

by M:D. “Pepper” Culpepper

[ flew into Nashville on Sep-
tember 29th. No special reason, I
just felt like going to my “second
home” for awhile. Terry Eldredge
picked me up at 4:30 at the airport,
and then we went to Larry Perkins’
house. The three of us went to
Parvo’s and had a nice dinner.

It was Tuesday, so we went to
1111 Tuckahoe, and everyone got
ready to go to the Station Inn as the
Sidemen perform there once a
week. As usual, they did a “bang
up” show there — twice! We got
home late that night.

Since Mike Bub moved to a
house that he just bought, a new
face now lives with Terry. Notnew
to me, as |1 have known Jamie
Johnsonsince the days when I used
to go to The Boys From Indiana’s
welcome home party, which is held
every Fall at the American Legion
Park in Milan, Indiana.

Music Matters

(From Previous Page)

are leaning into the melody of “Bye
Bye Blues” or “Out of Nowhere”,
for instance, in the relevant mea-
sures of the B segment of the lilting
reel. That's fun and people will
enjoyitforawhile. On the less than
fresh side, some fiddlers and banjo
players are still throwing into their
breaks four bars of “Dixie” on held
counts of any tune which mentions
the South.

Like jokes, quotes are most
appreciated the first time you hear
them and tend to have a short shelf
life of audience appreciation. We
mentioned in this column a month
or so ago that the Nashville Blue-
grass Band quotes Thelonious Monk
on their newest CD, and since then
I've heard at least one group cover
the piece as close to note-for note
as possible, with a bit of a self-
conscious emphasis on the quote.
Somehow that doesn’t seem as
thrilling as it would if the cover
group had shown a bit of creativity
and inserted their own quote at
that point in the song.

If you are tempted to try add-
ing quotes, give ita whirl—there are
many songs which provide links t©
other songs either in lyric content
or tone intervals. As we fade off
into the distance—where listeners
can’t hit us with rotten veggies,
perhaps we’ll insert into the popu-
lar bluegrass song “99 Years,” these
immortal lines:

“Papa loved mama; Mama loved
men.

Mama's in the graveyard, Papa’s
in the pen.”

Maybe we’ll throw in the most
recognizable riffs from our favorite
instrumental tunes into a vocal—
something beyond a G run, I'm
sure,

Happy pickin’ to You.
Elena Corey

He is a good left handed guitar
picker, has a beautiful, clean voice,
is also a song writer. He came 1o
Nashville last year, with the inten-
tion of “making it” in Country Mu-
sic. But from what I see and hear
there, people with good clear sing-
ing voices don’t stand a chance. It
takes a quivering, crappy sounding
voice and swinging across stage on
a rope, breaking up instruments,
gyrating hips-or what ever — black
hats, and tight clothes help too.

Jamie got a job drawing up
plans forbuildings, etc., witha con-
struction company — a good day
job. As Harley Holt says: “He’s a
Dandy”. As his friend, I hope he
makes it big. He is young and level
headed, not a drinker or a doper.
Maybe the Nashville scene will be
different a few years from now.

Wednesday the Sidemen
played at the “Fall Party” that
Vanderbilt University held for the
incoming Freshmen Class — a very
laid-back group of young ones that
bought food with “tickets” they
purchased. As the vendors were

students, | think that every table
needed to have enough money at
the end of the evening to pay ex-
penses, and am sure they did that.

The pie and ice cream booth
had a long line, but us “out-siders”
all were full before everything closed
down. Kim Fox joined me, and we
visited, ate ice cream and listened
to the Sidemen’s show. After it was
over, Mike Bubgave me aride home,
so | visited with Jamie until Terry
came home. [ went to sleep with
the sound of music coming out of
the front room that night!

The next evening we all went
back to the college, a couple of
blocks away from where we were
Wednesday, and a very different
place to play. A Frat House party,
where the Sidemen play every year
at this time. Annual Fatherand Son
(Mothers t00) get-together fora Pig
Roast and music event, that prob-
ablywentonallnight. The Sidemen
played two complete sets. In be-
tween sets we all had pork sand-
wiches, with all the rimmings.

Everything started in the late

easier to see.

afternoon with an outside stage
overlooking the partying crowd, and
a covered barbecue pit dug in the
yard. Ample wood for the fire en-
sured that everything was well
cooked. It don’tget no better than
this! I'll have to mark itdown on my
1999 calendar, and visit Terry and
the boys next year.

Along about dark they finished
playing and we all left. The sw-
dents et. al. were moving in large
speakers and preparing the inside
stage for music to dance to—lots of
drums, etc. so I know things got a
lot louder in the Frat House that
night.

Terry was on the road over the
weekend, and Jamie and friends
went to Milan, Indiana to sing at a
wedding, soI'was left toexplore the
Nashville scene alone. My car had
been “worked-on” by Joe Qualey
before he went back to Santa Maria,
Ca. Last year it looked like a Tor-
nado hadgone throughit,and when
Idrove it Saturday, itstarted to heat
up. Solopted to use Garnet Imes’
new car that she had left in the

driveway when she went to Milan
with the other “singers”. At least [
wasn't grounded. She had left the
keys with me, and told me to use it
if I needed it.

So, after grocery shopping, I
went to Sam and Pat Jackson’s pick-
ing party at their home in Old
Hickory, Tennessee. It was one of
the biggest I have attended. Iwas
greeted by Alice Chadwell, who was
in charge of parking. We have been
friends for years. She knows I can’t
walk too far so she parked me close
to the stage where the different
groups played until the wee hours
of the morning. Sunday was a lazy,
catch up on my rest day, and by
bedtime everyone was homeat 1111
Tuckahoe. The next after-
noon, Mike Bub came over from his
newly boughthome, and with Terry
and me in tow, took us to a new
home style cooking eatery about 3
miles from the house. [ really loved
it,and have been there atleast a half
dozen times since.

Then, one more night at The

(Continued on Page 12)

Virtual Band

A Bluegrass Method For

Scales and fingering studies, although dry to play by them
with a full bluegrass band back-up. This helps you keep even timing and helps you to hear
the texture of the harmonies that fit each note.

Included are additional sections that cover other important topics:

Banjo, Guitar, Fiddle or Mandolin

“Virtual Band” is a product of many years of teaching and input from my
students. For a long time, I’ve seen a need for a method that would teach beginning
players how to play along with others in a band.

The heart of the program is the recording, a high quality mix of rhythm guitar,
mandolin, bass, lead guitar, dobro, lead mandolin and banjo. The CD makes it easy to .
repeat a particular song over and over at the same speed to make your practicing more
productive. By providing a variety of tempos, you can pick the one you feel the most
comfortable with.

More than one solo is provided as you progress in technique. The first solo, or
break is the easiest (beginner) and is generally the basic melody, with the words included.
After playing it, another instrument will take a solo on the recording and you will need to
play the back-up, followed by another solo that’s a little more difficult (advanced),
thereby taking turns with the other musicians, just like a real playing situation. Included
are the endings. The music is written larger than is found in most music books, so it is

How to count and keep good timing

The use of vibrato (fiddle), to make your playing sound warmer
Learning to sight read better
Understanding music theory so that you can begin to develop your own

individual style

Picking direction and Bass runs

Separate recordings and books are available for the banjo, mandolin, guitar and
fiddle, working together with matching arrangements, so that everyone can play together.
By practicing diligently and regularly, you will find a lot of enjoyment playing with

“Virtual Band” and will soon be able to join others in a hot bluegrass jam session.

Happy Picking!

The book and play along CD is $23.00 ppd. Send check or money order to:
Jay Buckey, 4017 N. Torrey Pines, Las Vegas, Nevada 89108. (702) 396-7824.

selves, are presented
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Further Travels of a Bluegrass Junkie

(Continued from Page 11)

Station Inn on Tuesday night listen-
ing to the Sidemen play their music
that I love. Sandra and Lester
Armistead were there and a young
lady that signs her e-mail messages
to me #597, (which means she is
my 597th Grand Daughter), who
wanted to go to The Armistead’s
Annual Sunday night pre IBMA pick-

party.

So I introduced Kristy to
Sandra, and Sandra invited her to
come to it. Wednesday, Terry took
me to Mike's place, and we went to
a restaurant near the airport where
we hada leisurelylunch. Then Terry
dropped me off at the airport, and
I flew home for a week.

The first thing I did was go to
getmy Flushot Thursday, then made
sure my reservations were con-
firmed, and paid the bills, etc. 1
packed for my trip back to Nash-
ville, on my way to Louisville, Ken-
tucky for IBMA’s week of showcas-
ing wares and bands. Itis a yearly
bluegrass gathering of most every-
one around the world that is inter-
ested in the music I love. I have
never written about this event, as |
know others will write aboutit. So,
I'll tell what goes on before and
after that week.

I got into the airport at 4:30
p.m. Thursday, and as Terry was in
a recording session, he had called
Gene Wooten and told him I was
landing that afternoon. So it was a
pleasant surprise to be picked up
by SPBGMA’s Dobro player of the
year. He normally plays in The
Osborne Brother's Band, and isalso
with the Sidemen.

When | came out of the air-
port, I wondered who was in the
red pickup honking his horn, and
was pleasantly surprised to see
Gene. When we got to Jamie and
Terry’s house, Billy B. from Las Ve-
gas, Nevada was waiting in his mo-
tor home which he had driven to
Tennessee. As he was the only one
there, we had a nice visit catching
up on what happened in his area
since I last saw him at the Blythe
festival in S.E. California last Janu-
ary.

Birdie Sullivan, from
Hattiesburg, Mississippi called,and
said she would pick me up the next
day and we could catch up on the
news from the past 15 months since
we had last seen each other. Last
year I wrote about going to the Elks
Dixie Bluegrass Festival that she
put on with her husband, Newell.
Since then, she took a freak fall at
the hospital in Hattiesburg, and had
a bad year recovering from, among
other things, having one leg para-
lyzed.

Last year | took care of the
things she needed done at IBMA
and got reservations to fly into Jack-
sonville, Florida. She and her party
were to pick me up, and we were

going to spend New Year's Eve at
Jeckyll Island, Georgia. But her
Doctor’s orders were too hard for
her to follow on a trip like that, so
everyone cancelled. I remember
last year at that time I couldn’t see
well enough to drive at night, and
that’s why I cancelled .

Meanwhile, back on the ranch:
After Terry came in, we had a night
of visiting, etc. into the wee hours
of the morning. Birdie was staying
at Larry Stephenson’s new address,
and came over and got me 0 go
back with her. She could walk well,
but had just had a shoulder oper-
ated on. Because of a contraption
thatshe had to wearso she couldn’t
move her arm.

Two of her friends from Missis-
sippi and one from Louisiana were
visiting and they had been getting
ready to go with us to eat a late
lunch (or early dinner). So, guess
what? 1 took them all to the new
“home cooking” place that Terry,
Mike, and I went to the last time I
was near there. One price —allyou
can eat — it doesn’t get any better
than that! And everyone says I eat
more there than they have everseen
me eat!!!

After visiting back at 1111 Tuc-
kahoe, we went to the Station Inn
to see and hear the Cluster Pluck-
ers. 1 hadn’t heard their show fora
long time, and enjoyed it. In their
second set, one of the ladies from
Louisiana who was with Birdie’s
group sang on stage. Her name is
Alisa MacBride, and she has a beau-
tiful voice which doesn’t surprise

me, as Birdie has a knack for discov-
ering people and bands.

Afterwards, when they took me
home and we joined Jamie and his
friends who were having a jam in
the front room. It was then that [
heard the young lady from Missis-
sippi (near Birdie’shome) sing. Like
Alisa, she played in a family band
around her home area. The two
really sounded good singing har-
mony together. All of Birdie’s party
went to the Grand Ole Opry on
Saturday night. Jamie, Terry, Gar-
net, and I went out and had a great
time together!

On Sunday morning I rode
North in Billy B’s motor home and
we pulled off Hwy. 65, near Larry’s
home; at the same time Birdie pulled
up — talk about timing!! I trans-
ferred into Birdie’s Station Wagon,
and rode with them to The Galt
House Hotel in Louisville — A close
to 3 hours’ drive.

We checked into our Suites
and visited with everyone for an
hourorso. Then Dobro player Lisa
Berman from San Francisco (with
Crooked Jades), Alisa, Birdie, and |
headed back to the Armistead party
in Goodlettsville, Tennessee, which
was in full-swing when we got there.
Music and food for all. Dick
Bowden's bunch were the firstones
we listened too. You already know
I love his pickin’ and singin’. Lisa
finally took her dobro outand ended
up with Dick and friends in the old
filling station there on the
Armistead’s home-place. We had to
pull heroutofthere earlyin the AM,

M.D. "Pepper” Culpepper
Photo by Miles Ward

so we could drive back to The Galt
House before daybreak — we just
barely made it! At least 8 hours
driving time that day. We were glad
1o be back fora week of bluegrass in
Kentucky

One week later, 1 rode with
Donna Walter in her car o 1111
Tuckahoe. Her husband Bob drove
their motorhome, and parked at a
KOA campgrounds in
Goodleusville. AfterTunloaded my
things out of her car, we went t0
KOA and picked up Bob. We hada

lot of food for the Big After IBMA
Party at 1111 Tuckahoe. Kim Fox
also brought the food left over
from the Sunday Wedding recep-
tion at David Parmley’s at The Bell
Cove in Henderson, Tennessee.
They always put 2 fan in the
window (where I sit) that way, if
anyone smokes there, it doesn’t
bother me. There isa lotof picking
outside, of course, and picking on
the back porch where John Hart-
ford and others were putting out
some good music. But [ “camped-

As mostregular readers know,
Iwork for the California Bluegrass
Association as the Director of Op-
erations and Editor of the Blue-
grass Breakdown from my home
office up here in the mountains of
Northern California. Although I
communicate regularly with the
regular columnists, recording re-
views and feature writers of our
monthly publication, I don’t hear
a great deal from you, our mem-
bers and hopefully regular read-
ers.

The Bluegrass Breakdown is
your newspaper, and we'd like to
make sure it meets your needs as
completelyas possible. Won'tyou
take this opportunity to let us
know what you like, dislike or
would like to see in the Break-
down? Ifyou have additional com-
ments or questions, please feel
free to write a separate letter.

Mail the completed survey to:
Editor, Bluegrass Breakdown, P.O.
Box 9, Wilseyville, CA 95257 or e-
mail yoursurvey and/or comments
to: chawpn(@volcano.net. Results
of the survey will be published in
a larter issue.

READER SURVEY
Tell us a little about yourself...
1. How did you get this publica-
tion?
_ CBA member
_ Jam session
_ Given to me
_ Other

2. How many of the last 12 issues
have you read?

3. How many people read this copy
of the Bluegrass Breakdown?
(Circle one)

L 2 3 4

How are we doing? Give us your opinion...

A part-time picker
A listener

7. In what year were you bormn?

8. Please suggest some features
you would like to see in the
Bluegrass Breakdown. (e.g.a
column on old-time music, in-
strument repair, performance

hints, etc.)

4. Which of the following state-
ments best describes your feel-
ings about this publication?

__ Iget more than my member-
ship dues worth

__It’s about right for the cost

"~ Thereisn'tenough content for
the money

5. Are you:
__ Male __Female
6. Are you:
A musician

9. How interesting are the regular
columns to you? Please give
each a number:

1 = Extremely interesting
2 = Very interesting

3 = Somewhat interesting
4 = Notatall

__ Editor’s Corner

__ Bands and Upcoming Gigs
__ Bluegrass News Notes

__ Bluegrass Folks

___ Bluegrass on the Internet

-11. I'd like to see more stories

__ Further Travels ofa Bluegrass
Junkie

__ Harmonica Korner

—_ J.D.’s Bluegrass Kitchen

_ Leuters to the Editor

___ Music Matters

___ Places to Find Live Music

_ Plugged In (new this month)

__ Recording Reviews

___ Sacramento Area Activities

__ Turn Your Radio On

~_ Where Can1Go to Hear/Play
Some Music?

___ Upcoming Events

10. How interesting are the fea-
ture articles to you?

A Visit to The Ryman
Bluegrass is Changing
James King Band in Anderson
Oklahoma Festival Review
Mandolin Appreciation Time
Possess A Song

about...
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Further Travels of a Bluegrass Junkie

out” at this party with Kim Fox,
guitar and harmony singing; Larry
Cordle; Terry Eldredge; Larry
Perkins, Banjo; different Mandolin
and Fiddle players throughout the
night; Mike Bub, bass and Ed Dye
on his “animated” dobro.

1 always get where I can hear

‘the latest songs Larry Cordle has
written, andam never disappointed.
Kristy found her way to the party.
That’s two parties in eight days for
her, and she sat in the smokeless
part ofthe front room til itwas over.
Lonesome Standard Time (Larryand
Glen Duncan'’s old band ) is now
playingat the Station Inn every other
Wednesday evening. Billy Rose is
part of it, and Terry plays the bass
(and sings ,of course). Check them
out if you're ever close enough to
doso. Kristy goes some times, and
requests songs she heard at the
party. Beautiful! I'm glad she’s
#597!!

After that night I “slept in” the
next morning and got ready for my
last night at the Station Inn and the
Sidemen. After the music was over
that night Kristy dropped me offon
herway home. Aftera Waffle House
sidetrip I got to my home early (for
me)—and, guess what? Terry had
decided to do the same thing as me.
So we had our usual one-time visit,
with just me and him, relaxed while

Bluegrass

|

Concerned about how your duplicator
may “master” your precious recordings?

Let us make you the master you need,

1did my usual breathing into inhal-
ers, before going to bed.

Now I was happy and could go
home the next day — which I did,
after having lunch with Bob and
Donna Walter from Liverpool, N.Y.,
Kim Fox and friend, and also an-
other couple from N.Y.

Terry later took me to the air-
port and I flew home, Via Atlanta,
where I stayed until the day before
Thanksgiving. I had to see the
Suzanne Thomas, Bill Evans, Don
Rigsby, Missy Raines, Jim Hurst
showin Citrus Heights. Ifyoudidn’t
see it, you really missed a good one,
Too late now for you to look for
them because they have scattered
like a covey of quail!

A lintle after 12 noon, Wednes-
day, November 25th, I left Sacra-
mento and after changing planes in
Atanta, Georgia, I landed in Tampa,
Florida near 10 p.m. that night.
After renting a car, | headed North,
some 30 miles later, [ took the Dade
City off-ramp, another 10 milesand
Iended up in Sertoma Youth Ranch.
I saw Evan Carl, and after our “hel-
los”, he took me to where Dave and
Doris’ bus was parked —and 1 was
“home” by 11:20 p.m.

Dave and [ visited a couple of
hours before going to bed. I was
tired after a day’s travel, so had no
rouble getting to sleep. I have

. Joe Weed & I—I1ghland Studio
(408) 353-3353
...We know acoustic music!

with GUARANTEED sound.

You'll get a free proof to play on your

CD player at home !!

Accepted at all US duplicators

Send your project to

Highland Studio

for mastering by Joe Weed

Masters:

stayed with them a lot of places,
and have no problem adjusting to
their routine. Doris goes to bed
earlier than Dave who normally
sleeps til 10 every morning. Doris
gets up by 7 normally. I stay up with
him,and getup with her. Ijusthave
to sleep fast to be in good shape for
daylight hours. Doris always has a
good breakfast, starting out with a
bowl of fruit covered with whipped
cream, ending with eggs, hot bis-
cuits and gravy, for instance. Ilove
it!

Most festivals are rather laid
back in the South, and you have
more time to leisurely get ready for
the day. The way Doris and I did the
mornings was: get in the car and
drive to the showers (we could walk,
but we don't need that much exer-
cise).

I'll take 2 moment to explain
the newest addition to the Ranch —
a row of showers on one side, each
one ina private room. Back to back
with the showers is a row of private
toilets. Each room is private and
has its own wash basin with soap
and paper towels. 1 have never
seen such good facilities in all my
travels.

Some ofyou may nothave read
anarticle I'wrote earlier, when Carl
Pagter and I first went to Sertoma,

which came from the first letters of:
Service To Mankind. The organiza-
tion was formed in 1912 at Kansas
City, and is nation-wide now.
Formed to benefithearing im paired
children, it now is for any youth
group. For instance, Boy Scout
Troops can camp in any Sertoma
facility — neat, huh?

At this specific camp, they put
on 3 bluegrass festivalsamong other
things, to raise money for up-keep
and new facilities like the showers
and toilets I described before.

The evening before Thanksgiv-
ing, members cook 40 or so Tur-
keys, and everyone brings a cov-
ered dish. The Thanksgiviving meal
that is held just before the 4 p.m.
opening band starts the music on
stage. | can think of no better way

to start a festival; and now you have
an idea why I fly from near one
ocean to the other one that touches
this U S of A.!

Steve Dittman picks the bands,
and the Sertoma board of directors
gives him a free hand to do so. 1
won't listall the bands each hourat
this show, but it started out with
Gary and Susan Waldrep, We all
remember when Gary played with
the Sand Mountzin Boys, which we
all loved. 1 heard this new band at
SPBGMA in Nashville 2 years ago.
Susan has a beautiful voice, and
they sound good together. Their
upright bass player, I knew too: she
is the wife of Kenny Townsel, who
still plays with the Sand Mountain

(Continued on Page 14)
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Bluegrass Junkie

(Continued from Page 13)
Boys. I knew they were going to be
good, and they were.

The next band was Big Coun-
try Bluegrass, and finally I got to
meet them! [ have had their two
CDs for Some time. The first one
was,made in 1997, and the other
this year. After they came off stage,
I'went to their table and introduced
myself to them. I had met their
fiddle player Jeff Michael a yearago
last October. 1 was introduced to
him by Kerry Hay at IBMA's week of
their show case of bands. Kerry,
who is head of Hay Holler Records,
Inc. and Executive Producer of their
CD’s, had given me their 1997 CD.
I played it in my suite for anyone
thatwould listen, and when no one
else but me was there, I still played
it.

Jeff Michael and Teresa Sells
sound really good together (if you
like bluegrass). Not many women
can sing as well as she can — none
can sing better on the type of songs
she sings. The rest of the band
members are Larry Pennington on
banjo, Alan Mastin bass, and Tommy
Sells (Teresa’s husband) averygood
mandolin player. This was their first
trip to Florida, but not their last, as
they will be back to Sertoma next
year. They played four sets in two
days and then made a fast trip to
Myrtle Beach, South Carolina for
two days. Suddenly theyare busy—
as they should have been long ago.

Bluegrass Parlor Band is a
Florida group that played and sang
very good bluegrass for years. This
weekend was their last time to be
together, two sets Thursday and
two Sunday, closing the Thanksgiv-
ing festival foranother year. Seems
like every band played 2 days, twice
each day, except for a “white man”
(that’s the way he tells it), “and his
three Indian sons”. They are very
entertaining, and are booked at
many Florida and Eastern U.S. Fes-
tivals. Based out of Okmulgee,
Oklahoma, the name of their band
is Goldwing Express. They were
on-stage the first three days. They
put on an entertaining show, and
after each performance they had a
crowd at their table buying their
wares.

The next three days, the bands
that played were: Bill Grant and
Delia Bell, Vince Combs & Shade
Tree, The Gibson Brothers, The
Larkin Family, and local bands:
South Ocean String band and Palms
Bluegrass Band. Good solid music
for all four days, and as Dave had
seats for us on center Isle, 6 rows
back, and as we like the same kind
of music, we hardly had time to
keep “refreshments” on hand. Fes-
tivals shouldn’t do that. It’s a good
thing they had toilet facilities right
in back of the audience!

Anyway, at noon Sunday Doris
drove the bus to the Comer’s new
address in Florida, North of Lake-

land. Dave and I stayed to see the
restof the show. After festivalgood-
byes were said, we drove the two
cars 30 miles or so, and joined her;
had a nice dinner of left-overs from
the past 4 days, after cockrail hour.
As Doris had the keys to Comer's
new house, she and I went in (she
did laundry, as herand Dave live on
their Bus year round). Dave was
watching a ball game on the bus, so
Doris spent the evening taping
music from CDs to playon the road.
At bedtime, I stayed in a2 bedroom
in the house and Doris went to the
bus.

We said our good-byes that
night, as early Monday morning she
wasgoing to Orlando together hair
done and we didn't know if we
would see each other before she
left. Tuesday they moved to
Kissameeata campground they stay
atoccasionally. Then they were off
to stay at The Keys for the winter, I
have been invited to come down
and stay for awhile and listen to
music that plays there. So now I
must figure when [ can fly there (in
between the shows I go to0). Did
you know that where theyare going
is the most Southern part of the
USA? Yep, you can almost see Cuba
from there!

Ileft before Dave got up, drove
to the Dittman’s in Zepherhills in
less than an hour. Steve has an
office there, as wellas onein Tampa,
so he was working. His wife Janis
was there, as was her “helper”
Eleanor Saphner from Jacksonville.
In between cooking, they were un-
loading the Motor Home. Janis
sells ceramic things from the
motorhome that she makes in her
“off-season time”. Steve and Janis
are good friends of mine, and they
even offered to pick me up at the
airport Wednesdayand take me back
the next Tuesday moming.

As it turned out, late that
evening | followed Steve to Alamo
car rental, turned the carin, and we
went to his Tampa office, where he
signed checks, and conducted other
business. We also went by his
mother’s house and he fixed her
computer. Then home again where,
by the time I got to bed, I had to
sleep fast again. At 6:45 we left for
the airport, and one hour later,
Steve dropped me off at Delta Air-
lines’ entrance door. By the time |
checked in and all, they were let-
ting us board the plane to Atlanta
Georgia. Good connection from
there to Salt Lake City, Uah —and
from there to Sacramento, Califor-
nia.

My granddaughter Summer
Rae was there to meet me, as usual.
We went to her parent’s house,
where her car was. After visiting a
while, I drove home with 6 days to
rest up before I fly to Nashville and
the Sidemen's Christmas Party at
The Station Inn. Who knows, there
might be a story there.
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J.D.'s Bluegrass Kitchen

Howdy, Howdy, Howdy!

Well here we go with a new
year again! Believe it or not, this
going on my thirteenth year of writ-
ing the ol “Bluegrass Kitchen” col-
umn for you folks. We've shared a
lotofgood recipes for some mighty
fine vittles over the years, and I've
evengotten to sample quite a few of
my readers’ favorite recipes too.
(That’s the fun part!) Hopefully we
can all look forward to a lot more
years of sharing meals, music and
good times!

One of my best music friends
called me abouta yearago and gave
me a candy recipe that he and his
wife Marlene came up with. That
friend is none other than CBA life
member, Ray Park. Not only is Ray
one of the best fiddle players, sing-
ersandsongwriters in the business,
he’s also a very good cook.

Like he tells me every time I
start to rib him about something,
“Hey, I'm not justa pretty face. I've
got hidden talents!” That you do,
Ray, and I'm sure glad you called
me with this recipe. I've beenwant-
ing to feature it here in the column,
but I put it in the wrong section of
my recipe box and ran across it last
month while searching for a differ-
ent recipe.

Soooo, I whipped up a batch
of this candy the other night, and by
golly you're right again Ray. This
does make the best peanut brittle
I've ever eaten. This recipe is as
easy to make up as it is to fall off a
peeled foot log over ol Piney Creek
on a cold, frosty morning!

Ray and Marlene’s
Peanut Brittle

1 cup raw peanuts, shelled
1 cup sugar
1/4 tsp. Salt
1/2 cup white Karo syrup
1 TBS. butter
1 tsp. Vanilla
1 1/2 tsp. Baking soda

In a microwave-proof bowl,
combine sugar, Karo, and salt; stir
in nuts. Microwave on high for 9
minutes. Remove and stir in butter,
vanilla and soda. Work fast before
itstarts to cooland setup. Turnout
on a buttered or non-stick cookie
sheet. Spread thin and let cool.

Even our good friend Jack
Sadler admits that this is the best
peanut brittle he’s ever had. You
done good Ray and I'm sure the
folks will enjoy this one for years to
come.,

I've known Ray since | was a
teenager and we've shared a lot of
good times over the years. One
summer years ago Ray, along with
Vern Williams, Jack Sadler, Del Wil-
liams, my son Garrettand Iwenton
a three-day fishing tripon the North
Forkofthe Mokelumne River. Since
I have no patience to sitand wait for
a fish to bite a hook, I wentalong to
do the cooking and to just enjoy
laying around camp being lazy while
everyone else was gone fishing.

I'd have supper ready about
sunsetand youcould hear ‘em com-

ing backdown the canyon forabout
a mile. When I figured they were
about a half a mile from camp I'd
put a batch of these biscuits in my
big Dutch Oven sitting there overa
bed of hot coals. About the time
they got to camp, I'd slide a big
bowl of these hot biscuits onto the
table, and stand back! (You just
don’t get in the middle of a bunch
of Okies and Arkies when they're
grabbing for the biscuits!)

Ray’s wife Marlene told me later
that this was the first trip that Ray
came back from that he looked like
he’d had a decent meal!

Here’s the recipe that fed that
bunchand kept ‘em happy. It’s one
that my mom used all of her life and
taught to me when [ was a young
‘un.

Sour Milk Biscuits

2 cups flour
1 1sp. Salt
1 tsp. Baking powder
1 cup sour milk* (or buttermilk)
1 tsp. Sugar
12 tsp. Soda
4 TBS. butter or shortening

Sift dry ingredients together.
Cut in butter, add sour milk and
mix well. Turn out on a floured
surface and knead lightly. Roll 12"
thick, cut and bake at 450° or until
golden brown. Makes about 18 2"
biscuits.

How to make *sour milk: to 1
cup of warm sweet milk, add 1 12
TBS. of lemon juice or 1 1/3 TBS.
vinegar.

Now there’s some of the best
eating you'll ever wrapa liparound!

I prefer to use sour ntilk in this
recipe versus buttermilk. 1guessits
because I grew up with the particu-
lar flavor of these biscuits.

When I was a small child back
in Arkansas we had plenty of fresh
milk every day from mom's Jersey
cow. But there was no refrigerator
or even an ice box in our house, so
what ever wasn't made into butter
or buttermilk was allowed to sour
and mama made biscuits with it.
After we moved to California we
lived in town and didn't have a milk
cow anymore, but we did have a
refrigerator and every once in a
while mama would make up a batch
of sour milk biscuits for breakfast
or supper. Good memories.

My good friend Billy B. Boren
of Las Vegas, Nevada tried the last
biscuit recipe featured here, and he
said he really loved ‘em but he had
biscuits for days! Billy, just cut the
recipe in half boy!

For those of you who have
never met Billy B., you've missed a
real fun experience in life. Billy B.
loves Bluegrass music, and is a ton
of fun to be around. His stories
could enthrall the Pope! I'm proud
to call him my friend, and we really
cracked it back in Louisville, Ken-
tucky last year, didn't we Billy?

Lastnight I came in from work-
ingoutsideallday, curting firewood
and pounding nails in the shop
building I'm remodeling. I had a

hankering for some corn bread and
beans, so I gota pack of chili beans
out of the freezer, nuked ‘em, and
mixed me up a big cast iron skillet
ofcornbread. When thatcornbread
was 2 golden brown I sliced it up,
burtered it, got up on the counter
top, and dove right in the middle of
those corn bread and beans! Well,
not quite that dramatic, but darn
close to it, I'll tell you!

Sitting there enjoying that
sumptuous repast, I got to thinking
that it's been a while since I made
up a batch of Sourdough Corn
Bread. Now I purely love good
sourdough bread, especially the
kind you buy on Fisherman's Wharf
in San Francisco. But being an ol
Southern boy raised on corn bread,
I crave to have it on a daily basis,
when I can. But, when you com-
bine the two, you've got the best of
both breads!

So, I dug around until I found
my Sourdough Corn Bread recipe
and I thought I'd share it here with
you folks this month, while I've got
itout.

Sourdough Corn Bread
1 cup sourdough starter
1 1/2 cups cornmeal
1 1/2 cups evaporated milk
2 eggs, beaten
2 TBS. sugar
1/4 cup melted butter
122 tsp. Salt
3/4 1sp. Soda

Mix the starter, cornmeal, milk.
eggs and sugar together. Stir in
melted butter, salt and soda. Turn
into a greased 10 inch skilletor pan
and bake at 450° for 30 minutes.
Serve hot!

Now Billy, this will not make
too much corn bread! Idon’t think
there is such a thing as too much
corn bread! (I think I was around
20 years old when I found out you
could eat corn bread without
beans.)

Thanks to my friend John
Murphy for this last recipe. He gave
me a wonderful book of recipes
some yearsagoand this is one of my
favorites from it. I hope it becomes
one of yours too.

Well folks, its time to put out
the fire and head for home again.
Here'’s hoping that this year is a
happy and healthyone forall of you
folks.

This past one has notbeenone
of my better ones. As you may
know I lost both of my parents in
1998 and my good friend Rose
Maddox too, but I know they're
going to see me again so what have
Igotto be sad about. Like Rose told
me during one of our last conversa-
tions, “Honey, I'm not gonna be
here much longer, so I'm gonna go
make sure the band’s all uned up
forwhenyou get there. We'regonna
pick and sing forever”. What a gal!

May God grant you all peace
and health.

Yer friend,

ST Bopee



STUDIO INSIDER

Recording vocals in Bluegrass

by Joe Weed

Welcome to January, and
Happy 1999! 1 hope you had a
wonderful holiday season, good
times with family and friends, and
lots of fun playing.

Here atHighland Studio we've
been busywithseveral groups bring-
ing in theiracoustic projects. Along
with the bands I mentioned last
month, several other musicians who
may be familiar to CBA members
have been in for recording. Byron
Berline was here recently, laying
down fiddle tracks fora soon-to-be-
released project by CBA guitar fa-
vorite John Lytle. Mark McCornack
wasin to track banjo for Mike Jones’
upcoming release, and flatpicking
ace Steve Palazzo was in, tracking
guitar parts.

This month’s column will fo-
cus on recording vocals in Blue-
grass. I'll cover the basics to guide
you when recording this all-impor-
tant partof a project, and include a
few tricks and more info next
month.

Who's the fairest of them
all?

Usually, if an album contains
vocals, the lead vocal is by far the
most important part of the whole.
[t provides the strongest communi-
cation between the band and the
listener. It is, after all, the only
voice which is “speaking” through
the music to the listener, telling a
story in human terms. All the
nuance and subtleties of expres-
sion that the lead vocalist imparts
to her/his performance must be
heard and not obscured by banjo
din (sorry!), fiddle noise (ouch!),
guitar thumping (oof!) or anything
else. Although in some types of
music the vocal intelligibility is of
secondaryimportance, in tradition-
ally produced bluegrass recordings
the lead vocal is mixed loud and up-
front. It'sextremelyimportant that
the recording engineer capture a
clear, uncolored, dynamically en-
ergized recording of the voice. For-
tunately, there are some great tools
to help us with this job. Unfortu-
nately, there are several pitfalls that
we must be wary of when recording
vocals, and I'll point out several in
this month's column so that the
vocal tracks you record won't drive
you and your mastering engineer
crazy when it's time for mastering
and duplication.

Front and center stage
techniques

When recording a vocalist in
the studio, an initial difficulty often
results from the vocalist trying to
use stage miking techniques in a
studio environment. Onstage, the
singer is usually faced with a dy-

namic mic, varying amounts of
wind, lots of background noise,
and poor monitoring. As a result,
the singer will frequently “eat the
mic,” maintaining close contact
between lips and microphone
wind screen. This ensures that
most of what the singer does gets
amplified. In the studio, however,
these environmental limitations
are not present. If the singer,
through habit, uses the “eat the
mic” technique, then the vocal part
going to tape will be damaged by
excessive low frequency (bass) re-
sponse, poor timbre from chest
resonances being too close to the
mic, and distortion of certain con-
sonants, especially fricatives (fs),
plosives (p’s, b’s, t's) and , and
sibilants (ss ).

Oh, give me room, give me
room...

So what can we do to keep
our singer from making us learn a
whole new linguistic vocabulary?
What's the best room, the best
mic, and good mic placement in
the studio? As I've mentioned in
my columns before, the acoustic
qualities of the room you're re-
cording in contribute much more
to the recorded vocal sound than
does one oranother mic pre amp.
For clear, precise, and strong vo-
cals, choose a bright sounding
room to record in. That means a
room witha hardwood or tile floor
if possible, and not some litte
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carpeted padded cell. The singer’s
voice will reflect off the hard sur-
faces and mix with the voice as it’s
produced by the singer, causing a
rich build-up of harmonics. As long
as the room doesn’t have an obnox-
iously long reverberation or modal
character, this will make it more fun
for the singer. Remember howmuch
fun itis to sing in the shower? That's
because the bright, reflective tiles in
the shower cause many acoustic re-
flections to come back at the singer
and reinforce the voice in a pleasant
way. Although the shower is usually
too bright (and wet!) for anaccurate
recording, it demonstrates the posi-
tive effects of an acoustically bright
performing environment.

What mic?

Choice of mic makes a signifi-
cant impact on the character of the
recorded vocal, with the selection of
a condenser mic rather than a dy-
namic mic being the first important
move. The use of 2 condenser mic
will ensure that subtleties are re-
corded s faithfullyas possible. There
has been an explosion in the avail-
ability of good large-diaphragm con-
denser mics in recent years, cover-
ing a wide range of prices. I gener-
ally use Neumann mics, which are
expensive German-built precision
instruments. Their sound is incred-
ibly detailed, and they are extremely
reliable. There are also many other
good quality, lower priced mics avail-
able now, including some with tube-
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based electronics. Iuse both tube
and solid-state (non-tube) gear in
my studio.

1 usually use a cardioid (heart-
shaped) pick-up pattern with my
vocal mics. Sometimes, depending
on how much the singer moves
during performance, or how much
of the room sound I want to cap-
ture along with the direct voice, I'll
vary the pick-up pattern of the mic
to a wide cardioid, or evenan omni
setting (meaning the mic picks up
sound equally fromallsides.) Some
of the less expensive mics are set
permanently to a cardioid pick-up
pattern, since that is the most com-
monly used setting in a projectstu.,
dio. The cardioid pattern is best to
start with for bluegrass vocals.

Where do I put i?
Cardioid mics (both dynamic
and condenser) exhibita character-

istic called “proximity effect.” Sim-
ply put, this means thatwhen they're
placed close toa sound source (less
than a foot or s0), they increase the
low frequencies (bass) sound. This
effect can make it extremely impor-
tant to keep the mic away from the
singer’s mouth. When a bass boost
due to proximity effect is combined
witha blastofair froma “p”ora“b,”
the result can be an earthquake
going offin your speakers while the
singer wails on about love and
peace. So try, if your room and
ambient noise floor permit it, to
place the mic from 12” to 18” away
from the singer. Place a “popper
stopper” type air shock diffusor
between the singer’s mouth and
the mic. This device, now readily
available in music stores that sup-
ply project studios, resembles a
hoop with black nylon stocking

(Continued on Page 16)
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RECORDING REVIEWS

Bed By The Window
James King

Rounder Records

CD 0425

One Camp Street
Cambridge, MA 02140

Songs: Wear A Red Rose, Big
House On The Corner, Bed By
The Window, Tall Pines,
Sweeter Than The Flowers, I
Don't Do Floors, They'll Never
Take Her Love From Me, Pack
Up Your Sorrows, Love Me One
More Time, Yesterday’s Winner
Is A Loser Today, Called From
Potter’s Field, The Lonely Years
Belong To Me.

Personnel: James King - guitar
and vocals; Kevin Prater - man-
dolin and vocals, lead guitar on
# 3 and 5; Jason Moore - bass;
Adam Poindexter-banjo, guitar
on # 3; Bobby Hicks - fiddle;
Owen Saunders - fiddle on # 1
and 5.

By Ken Reynolds

Studio Insider

(Continued from Page 15)

material stretched over it. (In the
old days, we would make them in
the studio from coat hanger wire
and old nylons.) This will help
diffuse the blast of air that comes
out with certain plosive sounds.
Generally, the foam wind sock
which comes with a microphone
absorbs too much of the high fre-
quency content in a singer’s voice,
and the “popperstopper” isa much
better alternative. (Note: “popper
stopper” is a brand name; there are
various brands of this device avail-
able.)

Next Month

In February’s column, I'll write
more about recording vocals, dis-
cussing the use of mic preamps,
compressors, and equalization, and
how to fool a singer who insists on
moving in to the mic and blowing
the diaphragm over sideways with
his/her powerful pipes.

Happy New Year!

Joe Weed records acoustic
music at bis Highland Studio in
Los Gatos, California. He bas re-
leased five albums of bis own, pro-
duced many projects for indepen-
dent labels, and done sound tracks
Sforfilm, TVand museums. You can
reach Joe by calling (408)353-3353,
or by email, at joe(@highland
publishing.com.

“Bed By The Window” is the
latest release by James King on
the Rounder Records label. This
is the debut of James’ regular
road band. On past recordings,
James relied on guest artists to
back him. On this project, James
only used one guest artist. He
used Bobby Hicks on the fiddle
on a few of the cuts. I think it is
great that James used mostly his
road band on this recording. It
means that what you hear on this
CD, is what you are going to hear
when you go to see this dynamic
group at a live performance. I
don’t know about you, but I pre-
fer groups to do their recordings
this way.

James has to be one of the
most powerful voices on the blue-
grass scene today. This project,
like all the others James has re-
leased, is filled with some great
material. James has virtuallymade
acareer of doing the “sad songs”.
Inthelinernotes, Jamesis quoted
as saying, “Seems like the sad
songs do me justice”. I couldn’t
agree more. James seems to put
hi heart and soul into those sad
songs.

James seems to have a knack
for taking old country songs and
making them sound as if they
were written just for the blue-
grass genre. Songs like “They'll
Never Take Her Love From Me”,
by Hank Williams, “Yesterday’s
Winner Is A Loser Today”, by
Ernest Tubb, “Big House On The
Corner”, by Stonewall Jackson
and “Called From Potter’s Field”,
by Johnnie and Jack.

I'll tell you right now that
the vocal and instrumental qual-
ity is what one has come to ex-
pect from the James King band.
The harmonies are clean and
smooth. The blend is precise.
The picking is of top quality. I
have enjoyed James' brand of
bluegrass music ever since I lis-
tened to his album of “These Old
Pictures”. The James King band
is one of the best bands perform-
ing traditional bluegrass music
on the circuit, in my opinion.

If you like good traditional
bluegrass, you need to add this
one to your collection.
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20 Bluegrass Favorites,
Vol. 11

Red Smiley &

The Bluegrass Cut-Ups

Rural Rhythm Classics
RHY-182

Box 660040, Dept.D
Arcadia, CA 91066-0040

Songs:Ain't Nobody Gonna Miss
Me When I'm Gone, It’s Raining
Here This Morning, The Pale
HorseAnd His Rider, Plant Some
Flowers By My Grave, Prisoner’s
Dream, Take MeIn The Lifeboat,
Budded On Earth To Bloom In
Heaven, I'll Be No Stranger There,
The Man Of Galilee, A Beautiful
Life, Little Darling Pal Of Mine,
Banks Of The Obio, Drifting Too
Far From The Shore, I'm Just
Here To Get My Baby Out OfJail,
Baby Girl, Katy Hill, Little Glass
Of Wine, Prosperity Special, Liv-
ing The Right Life Now, Thirty
Pieces Of Silver.

Personnel: Red Smiley - guitar,
vocals; Tater Tate - fiddle; Billy
Edwards - banjo; John Palmer -
bass; Gene Burris (a.k.a. Gene
Burows) - mandolin, guitar.

By Ken Reynolds

[ just got this CD featuring
the legendary Red Smiley on the
Rural Rhythm Records label. This
project is a re-release of record-
ings done in 1967. It features
Red’s band the Bluegrass Cut-
Ups which he formed after split-
ting with Don Reno.

Red and Don were the dy-
namic duo of bluegrass from
1951 to 1964. Red’s career was
coming to a close in 1969 when
he left his band to retire from
music. But retirement didn’tsuit
him very well so he contacted his
old friend Don Reno, who at the
time had partnered with Bill
Harrell, and asked if he could
join them when his health per-
mitted. They of course said yes,
and Don stated in his autobiog-
raphy, * The last two years and
five months that Red worked with
me and Harrell were the happi-
est years we spent together”.

The last song that Red and
Don recorded together was “Let-
ter Edged In Black”. This was in
May of 1971. Red Smiley died
January 2, 1972.

This CD features some of
the great songs of bluegrass mu-
sic, performed by one of the true
masters of the genre. Some of my
favorite song on this project are
“The Pale Horse And His Rider”,
“Plant Some Flowers By My
Grave”, Prisoners’ Dream” and
I'll Be No Stranger There”. But to

be honest, there wasn’ta bad cut
on this CD, in my opinion.

If you are a fan of the old
time traditional bluegrass music,
you'll want to get this one. It is
truly a collector’s item.

Clinch Mountain Country
Ralph Stanley & Friends

Rebel Records

CD 1716

P.O. Box 3057
Roanoke, VA 32802

Songs: DISC ONE - How Moun-
tain Gals Can Love (with Hal
Ketchum), Shouting On The Hills
Of Glory (with Ricky Skaggs),
Pretty Polly (with Patty Love-
less), The Window Up Above
(with George Jones), I Just Got
Wise (with Dwight Yokam), If
That’s The Way You Feel (with
Vince Gill & Patty Loveless),
Nobody's Lovels Like Mine (with
Ricky Skaggs), Memories Of
Mother (with Claire Lynch), The
Lonesome River (with Bob
Dylan), Old Love Letters (with
Laurie Lewis), She’s More To Be
Pitied (with Marty Stuart), When
I Wake Up To Sleep No More
(with Judy & David Marshall),
Another Night (with Joe Diffe),
Gold Watch And Chain (with
Gillian Welch), Thy Burdens Are
Greater Than Mine (with Ralph
Stanley II), I'll Take The Blame
(with Rbhonda Vincent), How Can
We Thank Him For What He Has
Done (with Diamond Rio), I've
Just Seen The Rock Of Ages (with
Jeff & Marty Raybon)

DISC TWO - Pig In A Pen (with
Doug Phelps), 1 Only Exist (with
Jobn Anderson), A Lonesome
Night (with Vince Gill & Patty
Loveless), Pretty Little Miss In
The Garden (withAlison Krauss),
The Darkest Hour Is Just Before
Dawn (with Dwight Yokam),
Stone Walls And Steel Bars (with
Junior Brown), Beautiful Star
Of Betblebem (with Connie
Smith), Let Me Love You One
More Time (with Tim O'Brien),
The White Dove (with Porter
Wagoner), Will You Ever Miss Me
At All (with Joe & Sonya Isaacs),
Lonesome Banjo Man (with
Ralph StanleyII), AreYou Afraid
To Die (with Sonya & Becky
Isaacs), Way Down Deep (with

Vern Gosdin), If [Lose (with Jim
Lauderdale), I'm Going That
Way (with The Whites), Gatber-
ing Flowers For The Master’s
Bougquet (with BR5-49), My De-
ceitful Heart (with Ralph
StanleyIl), Bright Morning Star
(with Kathy Mattea)

Personnel: The liner notes only
mentioned the vocalists who ap-
pearedon this project. [ assume
it's the Clinch Mountain Boys
who are providing the instru-
mental work on this project.

By Ken Reynolds

Clinch Mountain Country
is the latest release by the leg-
endary Ralph Stanley on the
Rebel label. On this CD Ralph is
joined by a host of country art-
ists to sing with him on a variety
of bluegrass and country songs.

At first, I didn't think that I
was going to like this CD. Butas
I started listening to it, my atti-
tude changed.

Ralph, along with Vince Gill
and Patty Loveless, did a great
job on “If That’s The Way You
Feel” and “A Lonesome Night”.
The harmonies of this trio was a
joy to listen to. Other highlights
on this project for me were
“Shouting On The Hills Of
Glory” and “Nobody’s Love Is
Like Mine”. Ralph was joined by
Ricky Skaggs on these numbers.

“Are You Afraid To Die” with
Sonya and Becky Isaacs was also
a pretty song. | also enjoyed
Ralph singing country with
George Jones. They teamed up
on a Jones classic, “The Win-
dow Up Above”.

There is a lot of good music

on this CD. The only one that |
didn’t care for was “The Lone-
some River”. On this song Bob
Dylan sang the lead vocal with
Ralph doing harmony. In my
humble opinion, Dylan’s sing-
ing totally ruined a very beauti-
ful song.
I found it very interesting to
hearknown countryartists sing-
ing bluegrass music. Of course
there were some “ringers” on
this CD. As everyone knows
Ricky Skaggs, Rhonda Vincent,
Joe Diffe, Alison Krauss, Vince
Gill, Laurie Lewis, Tim O'Brien,
Vern Gosdin and Marty Stuart
are not exactly strangers to the
bluegrass genre.

Overall, I reallyenjoyed this
album. [ think it is one of the
most unique projects on the
market today. | think it's one
that any bluegrass fan would
€njoy.




24th Annual CBA Father’s Day Weekend

BLUEGRASS
FESTIVAL

June 17, 18, 19 & 20, 1999
At the Nevada County Fairgrounds in Grass Valley, California

EARLY BIRD DISCOUNT TICKETS NOW ON SALE
Featuring... ® The Osborne Brothers e IIIrd Tyme Out * Mac Wiseman ¢
* Dave Evans & Riverbend * The Sand Mountain Boys ¢
eLarry Sparks & the Lonesome Ramblers *Mountain Heart
o5 For the Gospel Country Ham Crooked Jades *Tim Graves and Cherokee *The Kathy Kallick Band

eNorthern Pacific * Special Consensus *Witcher Brothers *Within Tradition
PLUS -- Cloggers, Workshops, Children’s Program, Camping, Jamming and more!

ol fiorge T loNeda Gy | Come and join us in our 24th Annual Fathers’ Day Weekend Bluegrass Festival June 17-20, 1999 at the Nevada
Nt o™ : E pd County Fairgrounds in Grass Valley, California. Four days of family fun, jamming, workshops, Children’s Programs,
: ' and the best in Bluegrass and Old Time Music on stage under the beautiful pine trees in Grass Valley.

Things You Should Know
* Absolutely NO PETS allowed on the festival grounds.
*Camping is in the rough on the festival site begmnmg Honday, June 14 thraugh Wednesda._y, June __16_ for a
fee of $15 per unit per night (lots of grass and big pine trees), limited hookups available, on a first-come,
first-served basis.
Camping during the festival is included in 3 and 4 day tickets.
*No alcohol is sold on the festival grounds. Food and soft drink concessions on site.
*Bring lawn chairs or blankets for seating.
sFestival is held rain or shine -- ABSOLUTELY NO REFUNDS

~ Early Bird Ticket Order Form ~
Early Bird Ticket Prices and Senior Citizen (Age 65 and over) Discounts are offered to CBA Members only. Membersare entitled to purchasel discount
ticket for a single membership or 2 discount tickets for a Couple Membership. Deadline for Early Bird Discount tickets is February 28,1999. No
Discounts available at the gate.

From Sacramento

Barly Bird Tickets (/1/36 - 2/28/99) Please send me the following tickets to the CBA’s 24th Annual -1“a.ther’s Day Weekend Bluegrass Festival:
CBA Members Only CBA Member Early Bird Tickets Non-Member Tickets

4-Day .. s i $55 4-Day Adult @ $55 4-Day Adult @$65

4-Day Senior (65 & OVEI) .....ccocssssmrmren $45 4-Day Senior @$45 4-Day Teen @$40

4-Day Teen (I3-18) .cccrvnsererecrsscsssmsnasnnes SO0 4-Day Teen @$20 3-Day Adult (Th-F-3at) @$55

BoDBFTHFRIL) (yueoisosmisscsissrnssimismiziit $45 3-Day Adult (Th-F-Sat) @$45 3-Day Adult (F-Sat-Sun) @$50

3-Day (F-Sat-Sun)....cemmmmsssssnscessscessans -7l e 3-Day Adult (F-Sat-Sun) @$40 3-Day Teen (Th-F-Sat) @$35

S'Da}' Teen (13-18) (Th—F—Sa.t) .............. $25 ey S'Day Teen (Th-F-Sa.f.) @325 3 Day Teen (F_Sat_sun) @335

S‘DBY Teen (13'18 (F-Sat-Sun) .............. $25 ST 3‘Day Teen (F‘Sat‘sun) @$25

Non-Member Ticket Prices Wape ey

4-Day so5 |CBAMemberNo. _ Thursday Only @$20

P e — R | L — oy e

3DaY (Th-F-Sat) o, 55 | Total Enclosed — Satuday Only @325

3.DaY (F-Sab-SUR) v $50  |Name — Sundey Only @315

L ) (el e Mail ticket order form, » SELF ADDRESSED, STAMPED
3—Day Teen (F'Sﬁt'sun) (13'18) $35 Address m a.Ild check or mon Order Payable to the
Single Day Tickets it California Bluegrass Association (C?EA) to:

W discotits ‘avaiiakle 7 CBA Festival Advance Tickets

{11005 RS — . 320  |State Zip David Runge

o e $20 TS 215 Grant Avenue

DRAERAY . c.osccscimmmonmsscasibsssommssssrensinsss 900 - | PHOLA Petaluma, CA 94952

T A AR weese $18 For further information about tickets, call:
Children 12 & Under FREE (707) 762-8735
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Bands and Upcoming Gigs...

If you would like to be listed in
this column, please send your en-
terainment schedule to the editor
by the 1st of the preceding month.
Bands will be listed unless they ask
1o be dropped from the roster.

California Based Bands

s Acme String Ensemble - “vintage
string band music”. Contact
Michael Harmon (415) 664-2858
or Chris Carney (707) 876-1858.

* Alhambra Valley Band, for infor-
mation contact Lynn Quinones
(510) 229-0365.

* All Girl Boys, for information and
bookings call (510) 5413145, or
(916) 739-6101.

* Andy Padlo Band, for information
and bookings, call (415) 431-
8307.

e Arkansas Travelers, Traditional
Bluegrass Music and Comedy
showbyaward-winning duo. For
information and booking, call
(831) 4772172 or write 3507
Clayton Rd.,100, Concord, CA
94519.

* Backcountry, “a variety of acous-
tic music”, including bluegrass,
gospel, folk, new-grass, and
acoustic jazz. Members play gui-
tar, mandolin, bass, fpanjo and
Dobro. Contact Doug Clark (408)
726-2322.

*Tina Louise Barr, master per-
former of the Autoharp. For in-
formation or bookings, call (209)
52246548 after 6:00 p.m. (PST).

* Charlie Blacklock with “Charlie’s
Band”, 1821 St. Charles St.,
Alameda, CA94501. Phone (510)
523-4649.

*Bear Ridge Bluegrass, Clan of
Bluegrass, hard driving Bluegrass
music. Forinformation and book-
ings contact “Crazy” Pat Conway
(209) 592-6389; voice mail: 209-
735-5877, P.O. Box 44135,
Lemon Cove, CA 93244.

* Big Valley Band contemporaryand
traditional Bluegrass. For infor-
mation or bookings, call Randyat
(916) 687-8556.

*Blue Northern Bluegrass Band -
Redding, CA (530) 223-3352 or
online... http://www.shasta.com.
bluenorthern

*The Birch Lake Ramblers, Blue-
grass and eclectic acoustic mu-
sic. Members play guitar, man-
dolin, bass, banjo, fiddle and
Dobro. Contract Penny Godlis
408-353-1762 or Eric Burman
408-479-9511 for information or
bookings or to be put on their

- mailing list. Email: bdsjmiller
(@aol.com.

*Bluegrass, Etc. For information
or bookings, contactJohn Moore,
P.O. Box 141, Palomar Moun-
tain, CA 92060 or call (619) 742-
1483. February 25-28 — 6th An-
nual Wintergrass Festival at the
Sheraton Tacoma Hoteland Con-
vention Center in Tacoma, WA.

* Bluer Pastures, bluegrass music.

For bookings contact Glenn
Sharp (818) 776-9343 or Jeff
Kartak (818) 504-1933. Regular
venue — Foley's Family Restau-
rant, 9685 Sunland Bivd., Shadow
Hills, CA, 3 Sundays a month 5-8
p.m. (818) 353-7433.

e Braxton Hicks, for information,
write to Kathy Dubois, P.O. Box
1068, Colfax, CA 95713.

* Brushy Peak Bluegrass Band, con-
tact (510) 443-5217; 532 Alden
Lane, Livermore, CA 94550.

*Cache Valley Drifters, c/o Wally
Barnick, 4495 Sycamore Rd.,
Atascadero, CA93422, (805) 466-
2850. February 25-28 — 6th An-
nual Wintergrass-Festival at the
Sheraton Tacoma Hoteland Con-
vention Center in Tacoma, WA.

* California Quickstep, (916) 622-
1953 or 622-8525.

» Cedar Grove Bluegrass Band, for
information and bookings, call
AlShustermanat (916) 961-9511.

* Carolyn Cirimele, for booking or
information, P.O. Box 390982,
Mountain View, CA 94039-0982;
phone (415) 969-7389; e-mail:
Cirimele(@aol.com.

* Clay County, contact Susan Nikas,
P.0. Box 604, San Dimas, CA
91773 or phone (909) 599-5891.

 Compost Mountain Boys, tradi-
tional Bluegrass music. For in-
formation, contact Wildwood
Music, 1027 1St.,Arcata, CA95221
(707) 822-6264. Home page:
www.humboldt.edu/~manetas
m/compost.

* Country Ham, and Carl and Judie
Pagter. For booking or informa-
tion, call (925) 938-42210r (804)
985-3551. June 17-21 - 24th
Annual CBA Father's Day Week-
end Bluegrass Festival at the Ne-
vada County Fairgrounds in Grass
Valley, CA;

« Coyote Ridge, has been perform-
ing traditional and original blue-
grass musicsince 1992. Forinfor-
mation and bookings, call Alan
M. Bond at (510) 845-2909 or
write him at 2820 Benvenue #D,
Berkeley, CA 94705.

*The Crane Canyon Bluegrass
Band, for booking or informa-
tion, contact Brijet Neff, 9003
Grouse Lane, Petaluma, CA94954
or call 707-778-8175. Every
Thursday night, 6:30-10 p.m., at
the Willowbrook Ale House, 3600
Petaluma Blvd. North, Petaluma,
CA; (707) 775-4232.

e Crooked Jades, bluegrass, old
time, and original music. For
information or bookings, call Jeff
Kazor at (415) 587-5687. Ap-
pearing every 3rd Sunday from 7-
11 p.m. at the Radio Valencia
Cafe at Valencia and 23rd Street
in San Francisco. June 17-21 -
24th Annual CBA Father's Day
Weekend Bluegrass Festival at the
Nevada County Fairgrounds in
Grass Valley, CA;
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eDark Hollow, traditional Blue-
grass band. Contact John
Kornhauser (415) 75206062102
Hayes #1, San Francisco, CA
94117 or Alan Bond (510) 845-
2909, 2820 Benvenue #D, Ber-
keley, CA 94705 or <hup://
www.webbnet.com/~Mandolin/
dkhollow>. or Bonda(@ceb.
ucop.edu Dark Hollow performs
on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of
every month from 7-11 p.m. at
Radio Valencia Cafe at Valencia
and 23rd Street in San Francisco.

* Doodoo Wah, contact Ron Delacy,
P.0O. Box 1500, Columbia, CA
95310 or phone (209) 533-4464.
On the World-wide Web at
www.colorado.net/picklehead/
doodoowah. January 2,8 &9, 15
& 16 — “A Winter Night's Yeow”
Concerts invarious locations. For
information or tickets, call (209)
533-4464.

*Dry Creek, “Bluegrass... and then
some.” For bookings, contact
Lorraine Gunther (510) 233-3200
(day) or (510) 849-4023 (night).

* Dusty Road Boys, contact Rhonda
Williams (916) 589-2519.

* Earthquake Country, Bluegrassall
the way! Forinformation orbook-
ings, call Paul at (408) 366-1653
or Mark (408) 244-80068.

*Bill Evans, original Bluegrass
banjo music and banjo history
concert presentations, Rounder
recording artist, Banjo Newslet-
ter columnist and IBMA board
member; performances, work-
shops, and private lessons. For
information: 510-234-4508;
email: <bevans@dnai.com>.

* Foothillbillys - old time string band
music and other rural favorites.
For information and bookings,
call (209) 245-4534 or (209) 296-
2601. January2,8 &9, 15& 16—
“A Winter Night's Yeow” Con-
certs in various locations. For
information or tickets, call (209)
533-4464.

* Frettin’ Around, Bluegrass, lively
acoustic, including innovative
styles performed on the autoharp.
Forbookings contact Tina Louise
Barr (209) 522-6548 after 6:00
p.m. (PST)

* Gold Coast, a California Bluegrass
Band. For bookings or informa-
tion, call Shelah Spiegel at 714-
962-5083 or Greg Lewis at 310-
426-2149 or e-mail Shelah at
1020103276(cCompuServe.com >

* The Gold Rush Balladeers — Mu-
sic of the Gold Rush Days! For
bookings: call Julie Johnson 209-
533-2842 or e-mail us at:
<juliejohnsongolkd(@ hotmail.com >
January 9th — Concert with the
Black Irish Band and Los
Compadres, Sonora, CA

*Good Company, Country, Blue-
grass, Folk, Gospel, Old Time to
Popular Hits. Contact Jan (408)
223-2628 or Bette (510) 376-

6241.

* Gospel Creek Bluegrass Band.
For informationand bookings,
contact Rich Ferguson, 309
Beverly Ave., San Leandro, CA
94577, Phone (510) 568-0887;
or e-mail:
gospelcreek(@juno.com.

*Grace Avenue Band, Gospel
and Bluegrass Music. For
booking information, contact
Bob Thomas at (916) 989-
0993.

*The Grass Menagerie, for infor-
mationand bookings contact Rick
Cornish (408) 929-4174 or foran
up to date schedule you can visit
their web site at http:/
www.research.digital.com/wrl/
projects/misc/Grass_Menager
(whew!)

eRichard Greene & The Grass Is
Greener. For information and
bookings, contact Jim D'Ville,
P.0. Box 108, Yachats, OR 97498
or call (541) 547-3237 (phone/
fax).

* Harmony Grits, for information
call Mike at (408) 685-0969 or
Jim (408) 464-1104, or write
P.0. Box 1598, Santa Cruz, CA
95061.

* Haywired, upbeat, acoustic folk-
a-billy. For information or book-
ings, contact Mark Guiseponi in
Stockton at (209) 465-0932.

* The Heartland String Band, Blue-
grass, Traditional, Old Timey,
touch of Irish. For information
and bookings, call (209) 667-7279
or (209) 634-1190.

*High Country, contact Butch
Waller, P.O. Box 10414, Oakland,
CA 94610, phone (510) 533-9370.

« High Hills, Contemporary, tradi-
tional and original Bluegrass
music for all occasions; sound
system if needed; for informa-
tion and bookings, please call
Leslie Spitz (818) 781-0836;
email: highhill.pacbell.netor visit
their website at <http://
home.pacbell.net/highhill/>
January 10 — 6:00 - 9:00 pm,
Papa’s Western BBQ & Saloon,
Long Beach, CA; January 29 —
7:00-9:00 pm, Winterfest Blue-
grass Night, Taylor Hall, Scripps
& Indian Hill Bivd., Claremont,
CA; February 14 — 6:00 - 9:00
pm, Papa’s Western BBQ & Sa-
loon, Long Beach, CA

*HiJinks, P.O. Box 2513,
Sebastopol, CA 95473. Call Chip
or Sara (707) 823-3615.

* High Mountain String Band, P.O.
Box 1195, Mt. Shasta, CA 96067.
For information and booking, call
(916) 938-2167.

s Homemade Jam, contact Sam
Ferry at 530-668-1211 for infor-
mation or bookings.

* HomeSpun Duet, a blend of mu-
sicalstyles, including: traditional,
swing and Bluegrass. Contact
Barbara or Gene at (530)841-

0630. Homespun(@jps.net.

*Horse Opry (209) 532-5109 or
(209) 853-2128, P.O. Box 1475,
Columbia, CA 95310.

*Hwy 52, San Diego-based tradi-
tional and original bluegrass
band. Contact Wayne Dickerson,
1657 E. H St., Chula Vista, CA
91913, 619-421-8211, email
Hwy52(@aol.com or on the web
at http:/members.aol.com/
hwy52/

*In Cahoots, specializing in blue-
grass and old-time fiddle music.
For bookings orinformation con-
tact Jerry Pujol at (707)226-3084
or Cass Pujol at (707) 553-8137.

* [r#n Mountain String Band — For
information and bookings, con-
tact Al Shusterman, at (916) 961-
9511 or write to 5717 Reinhold
St., Fair Oaks, CA 95628.

«Just Kidding, interactive tradi-
tional and contemporary music
for young folks. For information
contact Lynn Quinones (510)
229-0365.

* The Kathy Kallick Band, for book-
ing or information, contact Cash
Edwards, Under the Hat Produc-
tions, (512) 447-0544, FAX (512)
4470544. June 1721 - 24th
Annual CBA Father's Day Week-
end Bluegrass Festival at the Ne-
vada County Fairgrounds in Grass
Valley, CA;

*(The) Freilachmakers Klezmer
String Band, klezmer music with
old-timey, Celticand Balkan over-
tones. Featuring fiddle,
clawhammer banjo, mandolin,
guitar, accordion, balalaika and
bass. Based in the Sacramento/
Davis area. For information or
bookings call Andy Rubinat (916)-
484-1176.

«Laurel Canyon Ramblers, for book-
ing or information, contact Herb
Pederson at 818-980-7478 or
Dana Thorin 626-799-2901 or e-
mail: dthorin(@ jps.net. February
25-28 — 6th Annual Wintergrass
Festival at the Sheraton Tacoma
Hotel and Convention Center in
Tacoma, WA.

e Laurie Lewis & Grant Street, for
booking information, contact
Cash Edwards, Under the Hat
Productions, (512) 447-0544, FAX
(512) 447-0544. February 2528
— 6th Annual Wintergrass Festi-
val at the Sheraton Tacoma Hotel
and Convention Center in



Bands and Upcoming Gigs...

Tacoma, WA.

* Liberty, for booking and informa-
tion, contact Rudy Ekstein at
(310)204-6102 or (818) 787-4843
or write to: 2721 Cardiff, Los
Angeles, CA 90034.

* Loose Gravel, Bluegrass and be-
yond. Forinformationand book-
ings, call Chuck Ervin (510) 536—
05996 or write 2555 Wakefield
Ave., Oakland, CA 94606.

* Lost Highway, “Bluegrass the way
you like it.” For information and
bookings, contact Dick Brown at
(714)744-5847 or Ken Orrick at
(909)280-9114.

*Modern Hicks, contemporary
Bluegrass. For booking or infor-
mation, call 707-544-6909.

* Mojave County Band, bluegrass
and Cajun music. For booking
information contact: Tony Grif-
fin, 4410 Cover St., Riverside, CA
92506. Phone (909) 784-5003 or
Gary at (909) 737-1766.

* Mountain Creatures, forbookings
and information contact Lee Ann
Welch-Caswell at (408) 867-4324
or Sonja Shell at (408) 354-3872.

* Pacific Crest, for information and
bookings, call Steve Dennison at
(805) 588-2436.

* Past Due and Playable. For infor-
mation call (916) 265-4328 or
(916) 265-8672; or E-mail:
gsobonya(@jps.net

* Pleasant Valley, (the Giacopuzzi
Family Bluegrass Band), Contem-
porarystyle Bluegrass Music. For
information or bookings, call
(805) 987-2386.

* Poison Oak Band, contact David
or Linda, 10252 Agnes Circle,
Rancho Cordova, Ca 95670,
phone (916) 363-2832.

* Radio Rail, for information and
bookings, contact Jackie or David,
2312 Jane, Mt. View, CA 94043,
(415) 967-0290 or website:
<www.omix.com/radiorail >.

*Red Dirt Bullies, for booking or
information, call (916) 342-8270
or check out their web site at
www.aracnet.com/-obagrass/
reddirtb.html.

* The River City Boys, for booking
or information call (916) 454-
5015 or (916) 457-0713.

* Roanoke, traditional, driving blue-
grass. Forinformation and book-
ings, contact John Kael, FAX/
Phone (408) 427-2248, 420 Mar-
ket Street, Santa Cruz, CA 95060
or visit their website at http://
gate.cruzio.com/~roanoke.

* Rose Canyon Bluegrass Band, tra-
ditional, contemporaryand origi-
nal bluegrass. For bookings and
information contact Elizabeth
Burkett, 6354 Lorca Dr., San Di-
ego, CA 92115 or call (619) 286-
1836.

*Round Valley Hogcallers, Folk,
blues, bluegrass, gospel, Irish,
children’s shows and acoustic
country music. For information
or bookings, contact Gary Bow-

man, P.O. Box 608, Covelo, CA
95428, phone (707) 983-1004.

*Rural Delivery, contact Larry or
Carol Bazinet, 26185 Maitlin Rd.,
Romona, CA 92065, phone (619)
486-3437 or 789-7629.

* Demitra Christine & The Ryestraw
Band, traditional bluegrass and
old-time music. For bookings for
information, write P.O. Box 334,
La Canada, CA 91012, phone
(818) 957-2160.

*Saddle Rash Bluegrass Band, for
bookings and information, call
(916) 581-1193.

*Schankman Twins, for bookings
and information, contact Dana
or Lauren at (818) 713-0677;
write to: P.O. Box 9226,
Calabasas, CA 91372; or e-mail:
shankmantwins(@juno.com .

*Sidesaddle & Co. - contact Kim or
Lee Anne, P.O. Box 462, Saratoga,
CA95071, phone (408) 637-8742
or (408) 867-4324 or on the
internet at <www,cruzio.com/
~gpa/sidesaddle/index.htm > or
e-mail: <sidesaddle99(@yahoo.
com>. Sam’s BBQ, 1461
Campbell Avenue, Campbell, CA
(408) 374-9676 every Thursday
evening 6-9 p.m. reservations rec-
ommended. February 25-28 —
Wintergrass Bluegrass Festival,
Tacoma, WA; April 10 -
Woodhaven West Concert Series
at Los Gatos Methodist Church,
19 High School Ct., Los Gatos,
CA, 7:30 p.m. For information,
call 408-354-4730; May 1999 -
Mariposa Bluegrass Festival, Mari-
posa, CA;

* Sierra Blue, Bluegrass and acous-
tic country duets. Call Hugh or

Sheri Hoeger at (916) 933-2270.

eSierra Mountain Bluegrass, con-
tact Jesse Askins, 6023 Wright
Ave., Bakersfield, CA 93308,
phone (805) 393-1293.

* Sierra Sidekicks — Cowboysongs,
cowboy comedy, cowboy poetry,
and classic country songs with
rich Western harmonies, velvet
yodels, mellow acoustic guitar,
and boot stompin’ bass rhythms.
For information (or demo tape),
contact Wayne Shrope at 818
Wightman Dr., Lodi, Ca 95242,
phone (209) 368-6551.

*Slate Mountain Bluegrass Band;
for information and bookings
write 6864 Diablo View Tr.,
Placerville, CA95667 orcall (916)
644-2149 or (916) 333-4083.

» Slim Pickins, Traditional and con-
temporary Bluegrass. Contact
Bob and Joanne Martin, (619)
273-3048.

*Sonoma Mountain Band, for in-
formation and bookings, contact
John Karsemeyer, (707) 996-
4029, P.O. Box 44, Eldridge, Ca
95431 Pizzeria Capri in Sonoma,
appearing every month. Call
(707) 9356805 for dates and
times. Murphy’s Irish Pub on the
Sonoma Plaza, 8 to 10 p.m., first
Friday of every month.

*Sourdough Slim - P.O. Box 2021,
Paradise, CA 95967, phone (530)
872-1187 or visit the Sourdough
web page at <htp:/
www.twc.online.com/custom/
sourdoughslim March 13, 1999
— 13 Cowboy Jubilee, Conven-
tion Center, Carson City, NV Cow-
boy Poetry & Music Festival,
Melody Ranch, Santa Clarita, CA

W/The Saddle Pals
e Spikedrivers “100% all-natural

gnugrass”. For information or
bookings, write to Mike Ting,
6053 Chabot Rd, Oakland CA
94618; e-mail to: mkiman@
dante.lbl.gov or call (510) 652-
3272.

*Springfield Crossing, original folk,
jazz, bluegrass, swing. Contact
Richard Sholer, P.O. Box 1073,
Twain Harte, CA 95383 or phone
(209) 586-2374.

* Ron Stanley, for information and
bookings write P.O.Box 724,
Garberville, Ca. 95542, Phone
(707)923-2603, or e-mail:
<stanley@humboldt.net> .

* String Nation, 25 Lakewood Way,
Chico, CA 95926, phone (530)
342-7390 or 893-1003.

*Stringin’ Along - Good time acous-
tic music of various styles includ-
ing bluegrass, blues, swing, and

fun oldies. For information or
bookings, please call Mark
Giuseponi in Stockton (209) 465-
0932 or Ron Linn in Brentwood
(510) 634-1155.

*Valley Bluegrass Boys, contact Bob
Sandstrum, (619) 569-5526 or
write to 7757 Nightingale Way,
San Diego, CA 92123.

* Virtual Strangers - (bluegrass) for
information or bookings, call Jon
Cherryat (619) 659-3699 or Mike
Tatar at (619) 679-1225.

*Wild Blue, Bluegrass Trio featur-
ing Elmo Shropshire on Banjo.
Forbookingscall (415) 924-7814,
or write to P.O. Box 724, Lark-
spur, CA 94977.

*The Wilton Prison Band, tradi-
tional Bluegrass and New Grass.
For booking or information, con-
tact the Warden'’s Office — Drew
Evans at (916) 344-8589.

(Continued on Page 20)

Many of our best dealers are
listed. They have 3 or more
in stock. It's worth a visit!
CALIFORNIA

Gryphon Stringed Inst.

211 Lambert Ave.

Palo Alto, CA 94306

(650) 493-2131

House of Strings

3411 Ray St.
San Dlego CA 92104

(619) 280-9035

Rich Hunt's Guitar Shop
348 E. Grand Ave
Escondido, CA92025

760-489-9251

Deering Web Page: http://www.torranceweb.c

Dana Shankman
& Deering Banjos...

A Class Act.

Dana Shankman performs effortlessly on her custom Hartford banjo
on their wonderful new CD *“Duality”. Their song Waterbound has
risen to the top ten on the Bluegrass Charts. To order this exciting CD
send $16 to County Sales,Dept B, Bax 191, Floyd, VA 24091. (540) 745-2001

CALIFORNIA COLORADO NE;}’ADA M

Shade Tree Denver Folklore Center aytan Music

28{)62=-D Forbes Rd. 1893 South Pearl St. 777 S. Center St.

Laguna Niguel, CA 92677 | Denver, CO 80210 Reno, NV 89501

(714) 364-5270 303-777-4786 (702) 323-5443

The Fret House H.B. Woodsongs NEW MEX]CQ

309 N. Citrus 1537 Pearl Encore Music

Covina, CA 91723 Boulder, CO 80302 5314 Menaul NE

(626) 339-7020 (303) 449-0516 Albuquerque, NM 87110

]Tsh(;g wn;ﬂStrgng Co. MICHIGAN 505-888-0722

coster St Elderly Instruments UTAH
Alameda, CA94501 1100 N. Washington Summer Hayes Music
510-521-2613 Lansing, MI 48 5450 South Green St.
(517) 372-7890 Murray, UT 84123

(801) 268-4446

The Shanan Twins,

For a free color catalog write: Deering Banjos, Dept. BGB, 7936 Lester Ave. Lemon Grove, CA 91945 or call (800) 845-7791 or (619) 464-8252.
¥ /deering You can see Deering banjos in more than 200 music stores world wide.

Lauren & Dana

Look for Deering’s new
Gootl'-‘.'l{leﬂmjo priced at

only $2951
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Bands and Upcoming Gigs...

(Continued from Page 19)

*The Witcher Brothers, for infor-
mation or bookings, contact Den-
nis Witcher, P.O. Box 33903,
Granada Hills, CA 91394, phone
(818) 366-7713. June 17-21 -
24th Annual CBA Father's Day
Weekend Bluegrass Festivalatthe
Nevada County Fairgrounds in
Grass Valley, CA;

*Yesterday’s Country Roads,
“Country, Bluegrass Gospel”, for
information, contact Dan Bonds,
P.0. Box 727, Hilmar, CA 95324
or call (209) 632-9079.

Bands Based in Other States

*5 For the Gospel, for bookings
and information, call (606) 474-
2558, P.O. Box 778, Grayson, KY
41143.

*Bluegrass Patriots, for booking
and information, 1807 Essex
Drive, Fort Collins, CO 80526, or
call (970) 482-0863. February
25-28 — 6th Annual Wintergrass
Festival at the Sheraton Tacoma
Hotel and Convention Center in
Tacoma, WA,

*Blue Highway, for booking for
information, contact Class ActEn-
tertainment, P.O. Box 771,
Gallatin, TN 37066, (615) 451-
1229.

 Breakaway — for information or
bookings, contact Andy Sacher,
PO Box 8343, Burlington, VT
05402; e-mail: sachman@juno
.com

*Vince Combs and the Shadetree
Bluegrass Boys, traditional Blue-
grass music. For bookings and
information, contact Vince
Combs, 665 West Krepps Rd.,
Xenia, OH 45385 or phone (513)
372-7962 or Grayce Ausburn
Agency (410) 768-0224.

*The Cox Family, for information
and bookings contact Keith Case
and Associates, (615) 327-4646;
(615) 327-4949 FAX.

*Dan Crary, for information or
bookings, contact Class Act En-
tertainment, P.O. Box 160236,
Nashville, TN 37216, phone 615-
2626886, FAX 615-262-6881; e-
mail: <Class_Act@compuserve.
com; website: <www.mind
spring.com/-bumn/classact>.

«].D Crowe and the New South, for
information and bookings, con-
tact: Philibuster Entertainment,
Phil Leadbetter, 8207 Thompson
School Road, Corryton, TN
37721, (423) 688-8855; e-mail:
<lead@esper.com >. February
25-28 — 6th Annual Wintergrass
Festival at the Sheraton Tacoma
Hotel and Convention Center in
Tacoma, WA.

*Jerry Douglas, forinformationand
bookings contact Keith Case and
Associates, (615) 327-4646; (615)
327-4949 FAX.

* Dry Branch Fire Squad, for infor-
mationand bookings contact Bill
Evans, 5801 Poinsett Ave., El

Cerito, CA 94530; phone 510-
234-4508; e-mail: <bevans@
dnai.com>. February 25-28 —
6th Annual Wintergrass Festival
at the Sheraton Tacoma Hotel
and Convention Center in
Tacoma, WA.

*The Fox Family for information
and bookings, contact Kim Fox,
2614 OgletonRd., Annapolis, MD
21403, (410) 267-0432.

* Foxfire, for bookings and infor-
mation, contact Larry Bulaich,
P.O.Box 1091 #42, Grants Pass,
OR97526, (541) 476-3291 or Jeff
Jones, 349 E. Main St. #9,
Ashland, OR 97520 (541) 482-
1418.

* Freight Hoppers, for information
and bookings contact Keith Case
and Associates, (615) 327-4646;
(615) 327-4949 FAX. February
13 & 14 — Mid-Winter Bluegrass
Festival, Denver, CO;

*Front Range, for bookings and
information contact Cash
Edwards, Under the Hat Produc-
tions, (512) 447-0544, FAX (512)
4470544.

* The Grasshoppers —For informa-
tion and bookings, contact Glen
Garrert, 844 Bonnie Brae, Nampa,
Idaho 83651 or call (208) 465-
0399.

* High Plains Tradition, For book-
ing and information, contact
Chuck Tinsley, POBox 522, Den-
ver, CO 80201; call (303) 601-
4113; e-mail: HighPlainsTradition
(@yahoo.com; or visit their web
site: http://www.banjo.com/Pro-
files/HPT.html. January 15-17,
1999 — Blythe, CA - Bluegrass
Festival. Tickets/Info: Barbara
Martin (800) 443-5513; February
12-14 — Northglen, CO - Mid-
Winter Bluegrass Festival. Tick-
ets/Info: Ken Seaman (970) 482-
0863; May 1-2 — Park City, KS -
Park City Bluegrass Festival. Tick-
ets/Info: Jim Bullard (316) 691-
8178

* Chris Jones and the Nite Drivers.
For information and bookings,
contact Al Shusterman, at (916)
961-9511 or write to 5717
Reinhold St., Fair Oaks, CA95628.

*Steve Kaufman, for information
about concerts, workshops and
bookings, call 1-800-FLATPIK or
outside US call (615) 982-3808,
P.0. Box 1020, Alcoa, TN 37701.

« Alison Krauss and Union Station,
for information and bookings
contact Keith Case and Associ-
ates, 59 Music Square West, Nash-
ville, TN 37203, phone (615) 327-
4646; (615) 327-4949 FAX.

*Doyle Lawson and Quicksilver,
for information and bookings
write: P.O. Box 3141, Bristol, TN
37625-3141.

*Lewis Family, Route 1, Box 75,
Lincolnton, GA 30817. Phone
(404) 359-3767.

¢ Lonesome River Band, for infor-
mation and bookings contact
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Keith Case and Asso-
ciates, (615) 327-
4646;(615)327-4949
FAX

*Lost and Found, for
information and
bookings, contact
Allen Mills, P.O. Box
90, Woolwine, VA
24185, (540) 930-
2622.

* Claire Lynch and the Front Porch
String Band, for information and
bookings contact Class Act Enter-
inment, P.0. Box 771, Gallatin,
TN 37066, phone (615) 451-1229.

* Kate MacKenzie, for information
and bookings write to P.O. Box
14404, St. Paul, MN 55114, or
call (800) 695-4687.

 Del McCoury Band, for informa-
tion and bookings contact Keith
Case and Associates, (615) 327-
4646; (615) 327-4949 FAX.

* John McEuen, forinformationand
bookings write 5384 S. Alpine,
Murray, Utah 84107 or call (801)
265-8486.

*Lynn Morris Band, for informa-
tion and bookings contactClass
Act Entertainment: phone 615-
262-6886; FAX 015-262-6881; e-
mail: Class_Act(@compuserve.
com; website; www.mindspring.
com/budm/classact May 14 —
Freight & Salvage Coffee House,
Berkeley, CA; May 15 & 16 —
Mariposa Goldrush Bluegrass
Festival, Mariposa, CA;

¢ Nashville Bluegrass Band, for in-
formation and bookings contact
Keith Case and Associates, 59
Music Square West, Nashville, TN
37203, phone (615) 327-4646;
(615) 327-4949 FAX.

*The New Asheville Grass, for in-
formation and bookings, contact
Desi Murphy, 834 Cragmont Rd.
#15, Black Mountain, NC28711
(704)669-8752 or Nicholas Chan-
dler, 13 Christ School Road,
Arden, NC28701 (704) 684-4968.

*No Strings Attached, “Bluegrass
with 2 Twist”. For bookings or
information, contact Kathy Boyd
at(503) 656-4462 or Judy Arterat
(503) 632-4616. Check out their
Web Site at < http://www.Swift
Site.com/nostringsattached >

*Northern Lights, for additional
informationand booking contact
Linda Bolton, 437 Live Oak Loop
NE, Albuquerque, MN 87122-
1406, phone/FAX 505-856-7100,
email < nlightsmgt@aol.com>.

* David Parmley-Scott Vestal & Con-
tinental Divide, for booking or
information, contact David
Parmley or Scott Vestal, P.O. Box
1346, Hendersonville, TN 37077,
(615) 822-5637 or (615) 824-
4399.

* Lisa Ray and Old Town, for infor-
mation and bookings, contact Al
Shusterman at (916) 961-9511.

e Peter Rowan, for information and

bookings contact Keith Case and
Associates, (615) 327-4646; (615)
327-4949 FAX. February 20 —
Redwood Bluegrass Associates
Concertin Spangenberg Theater,
Palo Also, CA; February 2528 —
6th Annual Wintergrass Festival
at the Sheraton Tacoma Hotel
and Convention Center in
Tacoma, WA.

*Sam Hill, for information and
bookings, contact Doug
Sammons, 22290 N.W. Green
Mm. Rd., Banks, OR 97106; 503-
647-2350; or E-mailat DeeannBG
(@aol.com. January 9 — 9pm to
1:00am at Sam Bond’s Garage in
Eugene, OR, (503) 280-9858 or
(503) 288-4191; February 6 —
9pm 10 12:30am at McMenamin’s
Boon's Treasury, 888 Liberty
Street NE, Salem, OR, (503) 399-
9062

» Sand Mountain Boys, Traditional
Bluegrass Music. Forinformation
and bookings contact call Wayne
Crain, 7744 Rube Pace Rd.,
Milton, FL 32583, phone 850-
983-2824; e-mail: <sandmtnboy
(@aol.com > ; or Kenny Townsel
at  256-561-3373; e-mail:
<kennyboy(@airnet.net>. June
17-21 — CBA’s 24th Annual
Father’s Day Weekend Bluegrass
Festival at the Nevada County
Fairgounds in Grass Valley, CA.

*Dean Sapp & Hartford Express,
traditionaland original bluegrass.
For bookings and information,
contact Power Music/Old Train
Music, 2711 Augustine Herman
Hwy., Chesapeake City, MD
21915 (410) 885-3319.

*Seldom Scene, for information
and bookings contact Keith Case
and Associates, (615) 327-4646;
(615) 327-4949 FAX.

* The Slide Mountain Boys —good,
pure, down to earth, traditional
Bluegrass. For booking or infor-
mation, contact Charles Edsall,
3545 Vista Blvd., Sparks, NV
89436 orcall 702-626-3412. Janu-
ary9—Clare Tappan Lodge, Soda
Springs, CA; January 16 — Coffee
House at Stone Creek (Maytan
Music), Reno, NV; January 23 —
Great Basin Microbrewery, Reno,
NV; January 30 - Cal Lodge at
Soda Springs, CA; February 6 —
Bartley Ranch Park (Main Ranch
House), Reno, NV; February 13
— Clare Tappan Lodge, Soda
Springs, CA; February 27 —
Twisted Chimney Coffeehouse,

Reno, NV; March 27 — Clare
Tappan Lodge, Soda Springs, CA;
May 21 — Brewery Arts Center in
Carson City, NV; July 31 — Bow-
ers Mansion Bluegrass Festival,
Carson City, NV;

*Southern Rail — for information
or bookings, contact: Sharon
Horovitch PO Box 323,

Watertown, MA 02471; phone 781-
891-0258; or e-mail:
< SouthernRail(@world std.com >

e Larry Sparks and the Lonesome
Ramblers, for information and
bookings, contact Larry Sparks,
P.O. Box 505, Greenburg, IN
47240, (812) 663-8055. June 17-
20 — 24th Annual CBA Father’s
Day Weekend Bluegrass Festival
at the Nevada County Fair-
grounds in Grass Valley, CA;

*Ralph Stanley and the Clinch
Mountain Boys, for information
and bookings contact Randy
Campbell of Superior Communi-
cations Company, 340 S. Colum-
bus Blvd., Tucson, AZ 85711-
4138, phone (520) 327-5439, FAX
(520) 327-5378, L.A. Office (213)
258-0969.

* Larry Stephenson Band, for infor-
mation and bookings, write o
P.0.Box 731, Antioch, TN37011-
0731 or phone (615) 731-3123.

* String ‘Em Up, Pizza Hut Champi-
ons. For bookings or informa-
tion, contact Al Shusterman at
(916) 961-9511.

*Sunnyside Drive, featuring Karl
Maerz, Doug Moore, Bob Martin,
and JoAnne Martin. For book-
ings and information, contactKarl
Maerz (602) 983-1757 or (602)
964-2670.

*The Tylers, Bluegrass, Old-time
Countryand Gospel featuring the
close family vocal harmonies of
Joe, Kathy and Dee. For book-
ings forinformation, write 27602
N. 151 Ave., Sun City, AZ 85373-
9568 or phone (602) 584-1552,
FAX (602) 584-4396, e-mail
tylers@doitnow.com or visit
their web site at hup://www.
doitnow.com/—tylers>

* David Davis and the Warrior River
Boys, for booking and informa-
tion, contact David Davis, 6539
County Rd. 1545, Cullman, AL
35055, (205) 796-2261 or call Al
Shusterman at (916) 961-9511



Where To Golf

Places to find

Live Music

* Baja Taqueria at 41st and Pied-
mont in Oakland, CA. Bluegrass
Jam session at the every Monday
from 8 10 10 PM. Phone (510)
547-BAJA. For further informa-
tion call Joe Howton (510) 843-
8552.

» Blackwater Cafe, 912 N. Yosemite,
Stockton, CA. Call (209) 943-9330
for information.

* Castle Folk Club, 100 Connecti-
cut St., San Francisco, CA., (510)
531-0339.

*Cold Spring Tavern, Stagecoach
Road (just off State Highway 154)
15 minutes from either Santa Bar-
bara orSanta Ynez, CA. Forinfor-
mation or directions, call (805)
967-0066. The Cache Valley
Drifters perform every Wednes-
day from 7 - 10 p.m.

* Country Table Restaurant, 8999
Greenback Lane in Orangevale,
CA. Weekly Bluegrass jam ses-
sion every Wednesday 7-10:30
p.m. at the Country Table Res-
taurant, 8999 Greenback Lane in
Orangevale, CA. Periodically fea-
tures Bluegrass band perfor-
mances. For further information,
call Sacramento Area CBA Vice
President Bob Thomas at (916)
989-0993.

* CuppaJoe's, 194 CastroSt., Moun-
tain View, CA. For more informa-
tion, call 650-967-2294. Blue-
grass jam session every Wednes-
day evening beginning at 7:30
p.m.

* Freightand Salvage Coffee House,
1111 Addison Street, Berkeley.
Call (510) 548-1761 for informa-
tion. January 7 - Marley’s Ghost;
January 8 - Tony Trischka; Janu-
ary 10 - Rob Ickes; January 22 -
Austin Lounge Lizards; February
10-12 - Ralph Stanley and the
Clinch Mountain Boys;

*Great American Music Hall, 859
O’Farrell, San Francisco, CA,
(415) 885-0750.

» Harbor Cafe, 7th Avenue in Santa
Cruz, CA. Bluegrass perfor-
mances every Saturday from 6-8
p.m. For information, call 831-
475-4948.

» La DiDa Cafe & Gallery, Kellyand
Purissima, Half Moon Bay, CA
(415) 726-1779.

*Maytan Music Center & Coffee
House, 777 South Center St.,
Reno, NV89501, (702) 323-5443.

* McCabe’s Guitar Shop, 3101 Pico
Blvd., Santa Monica, CA. For in-
formation call (213) 828-4403 or

tickets (213) 828-4497.

® Merry Prankster Cafe, Hwy. 84, La
Honda, CA, phone: 650-747-
0660, website: <www.scruznet.
com/~prankstr/>. Bluegrass
every Sundayafternoon followed
by bluegrass jam session.

*Michelangelo’s Pizza Parlor,
downtown Arcata, California.
Live acoustic music every
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday
night from 7-9 p.m., no cover
charge. Bluegrass music on the
2ndand 4th Wednesday with Aunt

Dinah’s Quilting Party. Other
music includes Irish, Country,
Dixieland, and Folk. For infor-
mation, call (707) 822-7602.
* Miner’s Foundry Cultural Center,
325 Spring Street, Nevada City,
(Continued on Page 22)

Steve Kaufman's Flatpicking Camp

One Full Week ~
Come Study With

» Russ Barenberg
» John Moore

June 6 through June 13, 1999

> Robin Bullock > Beppe Gambetta » Steve Kaufman
» Charles Sawtelle » Tim Stafford > Special Guest Instructors

A Flatpicking Event Like None Other ~ Specially designed for the Beginner through Professional
Located On The Campus of Maryville College in Maryville, TN - 17 mi. So. of Knoxville, TN.

Your Paid Registration of $650.00 Entitles You To:
®  Rotating 2 Hour Classes with ALL of the Main Teachers
®  All Meals and Lodging (companion packages avail.)
L
L]

Limited Spaces -

For Registrations and Camp Info:
Steve Kaufman's Flatpicking Camp
P.O. Box 1020, Alcoa, TN 37701
1-800-FLATPIK
or 423-982-3808 (24 hrs.)
Flatpik @ compuserve.com

Admission to All 6 Nightly Concerts

Morning Group Lecture Series including

Lynn Dudenbostel, Marty Lanham, Don Gallagher,
George Shuffler and Mike Longworth

Highly Focused Afternoon Panel Sessions including special
Theorist and Fingerpicking Champ ~ Rolly Brown

www.firebottle.com/kaufman/kaufman.htm) *  Frsemble Work and Nightly Jams
e  Special Afternoon Slow Jam Classes
Don’t Sleep ®  3rd Annual Steve Kaufman Flatpicking Contest
Thl’Ollgh ®  Special Delta Discounts and Free Airport Shuttle Service
ThiS ®  Special Workshop with Mark Cosgrove, Cody Kilby and Allen Shadd,
aiiiy ® Nightly Concert Series With The Staff plus: Hiwassee Ridge, Linda
Opportunity! Thomas, George Shuffler, Dan DeLancey, Rolly Brown, The Lone Mt.

Band, Camp Ensemble, Avery Trace and more!

Come Studv With June 2 through June 6, 1999

> Robin Bullock » Mike Compton > John Moore

A Mandolin Event Like None Other ~ Specially designed for the Beginner through Professional
Located On The Campus of Maryville College in Maryville, TN - 17 mi. So. of Knoxville, TN.

Your Paid Registration of $425.00 Entitles You To:
Rotating 2 Hour Classes with ALL of the Main Teachers g‘/:‘a

» John Reischman

Limited Spaces - Call Today!
For Regls”aholns and Camp Inf = ®  All Meals and Lodging (companion packages avail.)
Steve Kaufman's Mandolin Camp .  Admission to An3 Nightly Concerts including
P.O. Box 1020’ Alcoa, TN 37701 the Camp Staff plus The Butch Baldassari Trio
1-800-FLATPIK
or 423-982-3808 (24 hrs.)

Flatpik @ compuserve.com
www.firebottle.com/kaufman/kaufman.html

Morning Group Lecture Series

Highly Focused Afternoon Panel Sessions

L ]

®

L Special Afternoon Slow Jam Classes
e  Ensemble Work and Nightly Jams
.

Many of the same great features of the Flatpicking Camp

The Camps are Sponsored in part by ~ AcuTab, Allways Travel, Ameritage Cases, Appalachian Music, Bluegrass Unlimited.
Blue Heron Cases, Collings Guitars, Deering Banjo Co., D’ Addario, DR HandMade Strings, Fishman Transducers. Flatpicking
Guitar Magazine, Gallagher Guitars, Homespun Tapes, Insty Prints, Mass Street Music, McIntyre Guitars, Mel Bay Pub..
Murlin’s Music World. PicKing, Roy's Record Shop, Santa Cruz Guitars, Shubb Capos, The Soup Kitchen and Taylor Guitars.
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CA. For information, call (916)
265-5040.

* Mr. Toot’s Coffee House, upstairs -

over Margueritaville in Capitola
Village, CA. Bluegrass music ev-
ery Sunday from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.
For information, call 831-475-
3679.

* Murphy’s Irish Pub, on the east
side of the square in downtown
Sonoma, California. Acoustic jam
session (Celtic primarily) 1stSun-
day of the month from 6 PM until
it's over. Live acoustic music
Thursday, Friday, Saturday and
Sunday nights. For further infor-
mation call 707-935-0660.
“Sonoma Mountain Band plays
Bluegrass on the first Friday of
every month, 8-10pm.

* Musician’s Coffeehouse, Mt.
Diablo Unitarian-Universal
Church, 55 Eckley Lane, Walnut
Creek, CA. For information call
(510) 229-2710.

*The Neighborhood Church, in
Pasadena, California. For infor-
mation, call (818) 303-7014.

*The New 5th String Music Store,
930 Alhambra at | Street, Sacra-
mento, CA. For information, call
(916) 442-8282. Bluegrass Jam
Session every Thursday night at
7:30 p.m. House Concert Series
Performances times and prices
vary - call for information.

* Old San Francisco Pizza Company
- 2325 Road 20 in the El Portal
Shopping Center, San Pablo, CA.
Phone (510) 232-9644.

* The Palms, 726 Drummond Ave.,
Davis, CA 95616. For informa-
tion and tickets, call (916) 756-
9901. February 12 - Rob Ickes;
March 6 - Golden Bough;

* Plowshares, Fort Mason Center,
Marina at Laguna, San Francisco,
CA 94123. For information call
(415) 441-8910.

* Positively Front Street, 44 Front
Street, Santa Cruz, CA. Bluegrass
music every Friday at 8 p.m. For
information or directions, call
408-426-1944.

* Radio Valencia Cafe, 1199 Valencia
at 23rd Streets, San Francisco,
CA. Bluegrass and Old-time mu-
sic every Sunday 7-11 p.m. Dark
Hollow, traditional Bluegrass
band performs the 3rd Sunday
every month, 7-11 p.m.

*Sam’s BBQ, 1110 S. Bascom Av-
enue, San Jose, CA; phone: 408-
297-9151. Every Tuesday 6-9 p.m.
music from the 20’s, 30’s and

40’s by Moonglow (Beth
McNamara and Jerry Ashford).

*Shade Tree Presents, Shade Tree
Stringed Instruments, 28062

Forbes Rd., Laguna Niguel, CA.
Instruments, accessories, lessons,

CDs, tapes, books, videos, con-

certs. Forinformationand sched-
ule of entertainers call (714) 364-
5270.

*Sicilito’s Restaurant, 445 Conger
Street, Garberville, CA. Bluegrass

ja

m sessions first Tuesday of ev-

ery month at 7 p.m. For further

information, call Ron Stanley at
(707) 923-2603.

*Smokin’ Johnnie’s BBQ, 11720

Ventura Blvd., Studio City, CA.
Phone 818-760-1623. 1St Satur-
dayofevery month Bluegrassand
Swing Acoustic Music Showcase,
4:30 - 7:30 p.m. sponsored by
Traditonal Music.

*Sweetwater, 153 Throckmorton
Avenue, Mill Valley, CA. For in-
formation, call (415) 388-2820.

* The Willowbrook Ale House 3600
Petaluma Blvd. North, Petaluma,
CA, (707) 775-4232. Featuring
the Crane Canyon Bluegrass
Band every Thursday night, 6:30-
10 p.m.

*
Napoleon Crossing The Alps
Key of Am Arr. by Steve Kaufman
Am Em C G 3 Am X
- p— e ® -
rlz? B > 3 3 i ! -F;-!_‘—Fl-"'r— ! ]
e e e e SSESE= SeESS .
AL = = 3 - 1 o 1 1 1 I I
e — e Pl oy
1 ——
6 23530 —
0| 0 +—3—13 31
= e o e e e e e
= == T 1 ! i | e ] i
i | | h“
Em 3 Am Em C G 3 Am Em
s — ——
H & | ) =5
—— t = - i F- 1 - i 1 —
I e m—— 5 — s = o _ o i ——— =
D) — —————— 0 —
5 — —
i}
b # +—3—13 .9'.“}|53Ps=
—0666—T— 2 B i i e I ) ) B e 2—0——
S [Er==iir] ] [—# = = e = = I 2
I % | = E=E | 1 I 1 ] [ | T
LT
>Am : C 5 C
f —m —— t:ﬁ:‘ij_pzf_—cg
2 st 1 S
! : i = L Y
—3 0 3—3 5 36— - R
LY L NEY =] = 3 = | 3 . | gy
! = — I ll ' ]| l| I : y—
| | 1 _ |
Am Em = -3 Am Em € G oy
}_#n_g—'l_'h_.—. S B ; i =1 | "-} —FF?;—_'___]’S;:‘
o S o — ] ™ ™ = — e ) 1558 e o
HEY it ¢ _ ¢ 6600 = S e -
| 3
5—3—46 Ao e — I Y 3 2 6 % 623
1 x 8 w 4 ot X - 1
e —eees P By H e T
1 ] ] = 1 i 1 2 ]
[ — I I ! == e i [ =3 e |
— il J
S el i
am o 1Am 2Am
,_g_ﬂ_.' | . ) | p— | .
f 4&‘; I [ = 1 e e I
€ ] P T — :
17 R Wy, ¥,
g e 00— i |
Fatt —T—2—0——12 22232 { |2 2222 3
el I z I (7, i | = 1
,— i L ) | | 1 —% ! -

Page 22 - Bluegrass Breakdown, January, 1999



Upcoming Bluegrass, Old-time and Gospel Events

Happy New Year!

JANUARY

sJanuary 1 & 2 — 23rd Annual
New Year’s Bluegrass Festival
at Jekyll Island, Georgia. Featur-
ing: Ralph Stanleyand the Clinch
Mountin Boys, Josh Graves &
Kenny Baker, the Osborne Broth-
ers, the Lewis Family, Charlie
Waller and the Country Gentle-
men, Jim & Jesse and the Virginia
Boys, Doyle Lawson and Quick-
silver, the Village Singers, the Dry
Branch Fire Squad, Ilird Tyme
Out, the Larry Stephenson Band,
the James King Band, the Stevens
Sisters, Bill Grant & Delia Bell,
the Gary Waldrep Band, the Sitze
Family, Raymond Fairchild and
the Maggie Valley Boys, Daleann
Bradley & Coon Creek, and the
Goins Brothers. For tickets or
information, call (706) 864-7203;
or write to Norman Adams or
Tony Anderson, P.O. Box 98,
Dahlonega, GA 30533.

®January 2 — A Winter Night’s
Yeow Concert by Doodoo Wah,
Sourdough Slim & the Saddle
Palsand The Foothillbillys, 8 p.m.
at The State Theatre in Modesto,
CA. Tickets $12 advance and $15
at the door. For information or
tickets, call (209) 533-4464.

®January 59 — Pete Wernick's
Winter Banjo Camp for Inter-
mediate/Advanced Players in
Boulder, Colorado. For informa-
tion, write to: Dr. Banjo, 7930-F
Oxford Road, Niwot, CO 80503.

® January 8 & 9— A Winter Night's
Yeow Concert by Doodoo Wah,
Sourdough Slim & the Saddle
Palsand The Foothillbillys, 8 p.m.
at Holman Foundry Playhouse in
Sonora, CA. Tickets $12 advance
and $15 at the door. For infor-
mation or tickets, call (209) 533-
4404.

*January 9 — Carol Elizabeth
Jones and James Leva in con-
cert, 8 p.m., at the Palo Alto Uni-
tarian Church, 505 E. Charles-
ton, Palo Alto, CA. Opening are
Kathy Kallick and Laurie Lewis.
Sponsored by Redwood Blue-
grass Associates. For informa-
tionor tickets, call 650-691-9982.

*January 9 - 11 — 23rd Annual
Worthen Memorial Fiddle Con-
test in Yuma, AZ. For informa-
tion, call 520-317-3023.

*January 12 — Borderline and
Slim Pickins perform, 7:30 o
10 pm in the Crest Room of the
Carlton Oaks Country Club, 9200
Inwood Dr., Santee, CA. The

evening’s performances will be
recorded for a live CD project!
Call Elizabeth at 619-286-1836.

¢January 15 & 16 — A Winter

Night’s Yeow Concert by
Doodoo Wah, Sourdough Slim &
the Saddle Pals and The
Foothillbillys, 8 p.m. at the
Merced College Theatre in
Merced, CA. Tickets $12 advance
and $15 at the door. For infor-
mation or tickets, call (209) 533-
4464.

*January 15- 17—Colorado River

Country Music Festival, Blythe,
CA. Sponsored by Blythe Cham-
ber of Commerce. Featuring:
the Bluegrass Patriots, Country
Current, Silverado, Pleasant Val-
ley, String ‘Em Up, Traditional
Bluegrass, Colorado River Boys,
High Plains Traditionand others,
band and instrument contests
and band scramble. Forinforma-
tion, call the Blythe Area Cham-
ber of Commerceat 760-922-8166
or 1-800-443-5513 or FAX 760-
922-4010.

*January 23 — Laurie Lewis and

Tom Rozum in concert with
Texassinger-songwriter Ray Wylie
Hubbard, at the Fallon House
Theatre in Columbia State Park,
CA. For tickets or information,
write to P.O. Box 1073, Twain
Harte, CA95389; phone 209-586-
2374; ore-mail: rsholer@sonnet
-com,

* January 29 — Winter Fest Blue-

grass Night in Taylor Hall, 1775
N. Indian Hill Blvd, Claremont,
CA. Featuring: Clay County, High
Hills and Clearly Bluegrass. The
concert is a benefit for the
Claremont Spring Folk Festival.
For tickets or information, call
909-624-2928 (days) or 909-987-
5701 (evenings).

¢ January 30 & 31 — Best of the

West Bluegrass Shoot-Out at
Eagle Mountain Ranch, 12100 S.
Dean Road, Rainbow Valley, AZ
85326. Contests for the Best in
the West Bluegrass Band, Family
Band, Old Time Country Band
and Champion Fiddlers. Also
featuring performances by The
Witcher Brothers, The Tylers,
Flinthill Special, The Hat Band,
McNasty Brothers, and Spring
Valley Breakdown. For informa-
tion or tickets, contact Ben
Sandoval, c¢/o Eagle Mountain
Ranch, 121008S. Dean Road, Rain-
bow Valley, AZ85326 or call 9602)
386-2316.

FEBRUARY

*February 4 — the Dry Branch

Fire Squad performs, 8 pm at
the La Paloma Theatre, 471 S.
Coast Hwy (Hwy 101 atD. St.) in
Encinitas. Tickets are $13 in ad-
vance and will be available in
December. Tickets at the door
are $15. Kids 12 & under half
price. Call La Paloma at 760-436-
SHOW for theater information,

call Elizabeth at 619-286-1836 for
concert information.

*February 4, 5, 6 & 7 — 25th Anni-
versary SPBGMA Bluegrass Mu-
sic Awards and 16th National
Convention at the Sheraton Mu-
sic City Hotel in Nashville, TN.
Featuring performances by: James
King Band, Special Consensus,
Continental Divide, Goins Broth-
ers, Weary Hearts, The Marksman,
Country Gentlemen, Wild & Blue,
IIrd Tyme Out, New Tradition,
New Vintage, The Adairs, Lone-
some River Band, Second exit, The
Champmans, Bluegrass Brigade,
Rarely Herd, Reno Brothers,
Cordle/Jackson/Salley, Clark Fam-
ily Twins, Kathy Chiavola Band,
the Lewis Family, 5 for the Gospel,
Vern Young Band, Appalachian
Trail, the Isaacs, Unlimited Tradi-
tion, Lynn Morris Band, J.D. Crowe
& the New South, and the Larry
Stephenson Band. SPBGMA 16th
International Band Champion-
ship, showcase of bands, work-
shops and more. Foradvance tick-
ets, room reservations, contest
registration or more information,
contact SPBGMA c/o Chuck
Stearman, P.O.Box 271, Kirksville,
MO 63510; call 660-665-7172; FAX
660-665-7450; or e-mail:
<spbgma(@kvmo.net>

* February 5— Front Range in con-
cert, 8 p.m., at the Palo Alto Uni-
tarian Church, 505 E. Charleston,
Palo Alto, CA. Sponsored by Red-
wood Bluegrass Associates. Tick-
ets are $15 in advance and $19 at
the door. For information or tick-
ets, call 650-691-9982.

*February 5 — Dry Branch Fire
Squad and the Witcher Broth-
ers will host an Amazing Grace
Concert at the Bethel Lutheran
Church in Encino, Ca. Tickets can
be purchased from the Blue Ridge
Pickin’ Parlor or by phone at 818-
700-8288.

* February 13 — Rob Ickes concert
and record release party with
Joe Craven and friends, at the
Fallon House Theartre in Colum-
bia State Park, CA. For tckets or
information, write to P.0. Box
1073, Twain Harte, CA 95389;
phone 209-586-2374; or e-mail:
rsholer(@sonnet.com.

* February 12, 13 & 14— Colorado’s
14th Annual Mid-Winter Blue-
grass Festival at the Northglenn
Holiday Inn & Holidome, [-25 &
120th Ave., Denver. CO. Featur-
ing: Doyle Lawson & Quicksilver,
Dry Branch Fire Squad, New Tra-
dition, The Freight Hoppers, Sec-
ond Exit, Bluegrass Patriots, Sitze
Family, High Plains Tradition,
Elliot's Ramblers, Bluegrass Pals,
Steve Smith & Charles Provenza,
Liz Masterson & Sean Blackburn,
Bill Evans & Friends, Lucille Hinds,
and the Great Rocky Mountain
Band Scramble. Festival offers
workshops, Holidome jamming,

indoor pool and lots of free
parking. Forroom reservations,
call Northglenn Holiday Inn at
303-452-4100. Or Days Inn 1-
800-874-4513 or 303-457-0688.
For festival information or tick-
ets, write to Seaman Produc-
tions, 1807 Essex Dr., Ft. Collins,
CO 80526; call 970-482-0863;
e-mail: <bluegrass(@verinet.
com>,

*February 13 — Ralph Stanley
and the ClinchMountain Boys
in concertat the Pacific Cultural
Center, 1307 Seabright Ave. in
Santa Cruz, CA. Shows at 4 and
8 p.m. Tickets are $16.50 per
person (plus 5% city admissions
tax). Forinformation ortickets,
call 831-338-2090. Tickets also
available at BASS outlets.

AR

* February 14 — Ralph Stanley &
the Clinch Mountain Boysand
Mountain Laurel in concert,
sponsored by KVMR and the
California Bluegrass Associa-
tion. The concertwill be held at
8 p.m. at the Grass Valley Vets
Hall, 255 S. Auburn Street in
Grass Valley, CA. Tickets are
$12 for KVMR and CBA mem-
bers and $14 general. Doors
openat7:30 p.m. ContactKVMR
for ticket information at (530)
265-9073.

* February 19-21—2nd Annual
Bowie Bluegrass and Old
Time Country Music Festival,
Alaskan RV Park, Bowie, AZ. For
Information, call 520-847-2218.

*February 19 - 21 — 4th Annual
Pioneer Bluegrass Days at the
Pioneer Living History Museum
in Cowtown, AZ. Featuring:
Ralph Stanley and the Clinch
M. Boys, Shady Creek Band,
paradox Bluegrass, Out of the
Blue Gold Rush, The Hillwallys,
Grasswhackers, the ‘98, and
more. Dry camping, kids' activi-
ties, jamming, workshops and
Sunday workshop service. For
information, call Candice at602-
842-1102; or write to: Festival

Coordinator, 8008 W. TuckeyLn,,
Glendale, AZ 85303;

ore-mail: <Theabma(@aol.com >
* February 19-21 — Tri State Blue-

grass Association 21st Annual
Bluegrass Music Festival at the
Hannibal Inn in Hannibal, MO.
Featuring: Lewis Family, Second
Exit, Gold Wing Express, The
Ezells and The Sand Mountain
Boys. For information or tickets,
contact Delbert Sprayat573-853-
4344 or Oliver Smith at 309-876-
2381.

*February 20 — Tony Rice and

Peter Rowan in concert, 8 p.m.,
at Spangenberg Theater, Gunn
High School in Palo Alto, CA.
Sponsored by the Redwood Blue-
grass Associates. Reserved tick-
ets are $20 in advance and $24 at
the door; general tickets are $18
advance and $22 at the door. For
information or tickets, call 650-
691-9982.

* February 21 — 59th Annual Tuc-

son Old Time Fiddle Contest,
Demeester Qutdoor Performance
Center in Reid Park, Tucson, AZ.
Free overnight camping Thurs-
day through Monday. For infor-
mation, call 520-747-2157.

*February 25, 26 & 27 — “Toe

Tappin’ Festival” at the County
Fair Mall on Gibson Road in
Woodland, CA. Three days of
music from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.,
sponsored by County Fair Mall
and coordinated by CSOTFA #5.
Free RV parking behind
Gottschalks (no hookups). Free
sanitarydumpstationat Bill Lowe
& Sons, 801 East Street in Wood-
land. For information, contact
Gloria Bremer at 530-662-7908.

*February 25 - 28 — 6th Annual

Wintergrass Bluegrass Festival,
at the Sheraton Tacoma Hotel
and Convention Center in
Tacoma, WA. Featuring: Tony
Rice & Peter Rowan, IIlrd Tyme
Out, Chesapeake, Laurie Lewis
with Tom Rozum & Todd Phillips,
Dry Branch Fire Squad, J.D.
Crowe & the New South, Blue-
grass Etc., Laurel Canyon Ram-
blers, Cache Valley Drifters, Cor-
nerstone, Sidesaddle & Co.,
Gibson Brothers, Danny Barnes,
Buell Grass, The Paperboys, Dan
Crary, and many more. For infor-
mation, write to Wintergrass Blue-
grass Music Festival, P.O. Box
2356, Tacoma, WA 98401-2356;
call 253-926-4164 or e-mail:
earla615(@aol.com.

MARCH

*March 5 - 7— ‘99 Buckeye Blue-

grass & Ole Time Country Re-
view, Eagle Mountin Ranch,
Buckeye, AZ. For information,
call 602-386-2316.

* March 13 —Mollie O’Brien, Nina

Gerberand friends with Kristina

Olsen in concert at the Fallon

House Theatre in Columbia State
(Continued on Page 24)
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(Continued from Page 23)
Park, CA. For tickets or informa-
tion, write to P.O. Box 1073,
Twain Harte, CA 95389; phone
209-586-2374; or e-mail:
rsholer@sonnet.com.

ST PATHEK

" Aa

*March 25-28 — Cowboy Poetry

and Music Festival at Melody
Ranch in Santa Claria, CA. Fea-
turing: lan Tyson, Baxter Black,
Riders in the Sky, Tish Hinojosa,
Sons of the San Joaquin, Waddie
Mitchell, Sourdough Slim & the
Saddle Pals, and many more. For
information, call 805-255-4910
or 805-286-4021, or visit their
websiteat <www.scvpages.com/
cowboy _festival/cowboy.htm >

* March 26 & 27— Early Bird Blue-

grass Music Show at the OSU
Extension Auditorium, 800 North
5th Street in Hugo, OK. Featur-
ing: The Wildwood Valley Boys,
The Vern Young Show, The Larkin
Family, The Marksmen, Karl
Shiflett & Big Country, Delia Bell
& Bill Grant, The Wildwood Val-
ley Boys, The Larkin Family,
Goldwing Express, Billy Joe
Foster’s Special Edition and Twice
as Nice. For information or tick-
ets, contact Bill Grant, Rt. 2 Box
74 Bill Grant Road, Hugo, OK
74743 or call 580-326-5598.

APRIL

*April 17 — Eddie and Martha

Adcock in Concert, 8 p.m., at
the Palo Alto Unitarian Church,
505 E. Charleston, Palo Alto, CA.
Opening is the David Thom Band.
Sponsored by Redwood Blue-
grass Associates. Tickets are $14
in advance; $18 at the door/

phone. For information or tick-
ets, call 650-691-9982.

*April 27-30 — Pete Wernick’s

Bluegrass Jam Camp at
MerleFest, Wilkesboro, North
Carolina (Monday-Thursday prior
to the festival). For information,
write to: Dr. Banjo, 7930-F Ox-
ford Road, Niwot, CO 80503.

* April 29 - May 2 — Merlefest ‘99,

12th Annual Homecoming in
Memory of Merle Watson, at
Wilkes Community College in
Wilkesboro, North Carolina. Par-
tial lineup includes: Doc Watson,
Blue Highway, The Sam Bush
Band, Chesapeake, Guy Clark,
Jerry Douglas, Bela Fleck and the
Flectones, James King Band,
Hootie and the Blowfish, Lone-
some River Band, Nashville Blue-
grass Band, Nickel Creek, The
Del McCoury Band, Lynn Morris
Band, Longview, Tony Rice and
many, many more. Advance tick-
ets nowonsale. Forinformation
or tickets, visit their website at:
<www.merlefest.org>; call M-
F 10 am - 4 pm 800-343-7857;
FAX 336-838-6277; or write to
Merlefest, P.O. Box 1299,
Wilkesboro, NC 28697-1299.

MAY

*May 7 — Laurie Lewis in Con-

cert, 8 p.m., at the Palo Alto Uni-
tarian Church, 505 E. Charles-
ton, Palo Alto, CA. Sponsored by
Redwood Bluegrass Associates.
Ticketsare $20 inadvance; $24 at
the door/phone. Forinformation
or tickets, call 650-691-9982.

*May 7, 8 & 9 — Sonoma County

1999 Folk Festival at the
Sebastopol Community Center
complex in Sebastapol, CA. Par-
tial line-up includes Nobody You
Know, Bryan Bowers, and Word
of Mouth with more bands to be
announced. For information, or
to be a part of the planning of the
festival, call 707-838-4857.

* May 28 - 30 — Western Colorado

Memorial Day Weekend Blue-
grass Music Festival at the
Adam’s MarkHotel in Grand Junc-
tion, CO. Featuring in concert
The Stanley Tradition Album
Band, Lonesome River Band, The
Ernic Thacker Band, Mountain
Heart, Lost Highway, Bluegrass
Patriots, Pam Gadd, Junior Sisk,
Steve Spurgin, The Grasshoppers
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and Wing & a Prayer. Festival
offersindoorand outdoorstages,
and a large grassy park area for
jamming on the festival site, as
wellas instrumentcontests, work-
shops, and kids on stage. For
room reservations, call GJAdam’s
Mark 1-800-360-4066 or Country
Inn ar 1-800-990-1143. For tick-
ets or information, contact Dick
Pierle at 970-245-0836 or 1-888-
OLD-BLUE; write to: Old Blue
In., 715 S. 7Th St., Grand Junc-
tion, CO 81501; e-mail
<oldblue@gj.net>; or visit
their website at: <www.old

Fcther‘s

Doy

blue.com >

JUNE

*June 17 - 20 — CBA’s 24th An-

nual Father’s Day Weekend
Bluegrass Festival at the Ne-
vada County Fairgrounds in Grass
Valley, CA. Partial line-up in-
cludes: Mac Wiseman, The
Osborme Brothers, Ilird Tyme
Out, Larry Sparks & the Lone-
some Ramblers, The Sand Moun-
tain Boys, Dave Evans and
Riverbend, Mountain Heart,
Country Ham, The Crooked
Jades, Special Consensus, North-
ern Pacific, Witcher Brothers,
Within Tradition, Tim Graves and
Cherokee, 5 For the Gospel, The
Kathy Kallick Band, and cloggers
to be announced. Early Bird tick-
ets now on sale through Febru-
ary 28, 1999. For information,
call 209-293-1559; FAX 209-293-
1220; e-mail: cbawpn@
volcano.net; or write to CBA Fes-
tival, P.O. Box 9, Wilseyville, CA
95257. For further ticket infor-
mation, call David Runge at 707-
762-8735, or see ad in this issue.

ejune 17 - 20 — Telluride Blue-

grass in Telluride, CO. Featur-
ing: Earl Scruggs, Willie Nelson,
Junior Brown, The Sam Bush
Band, Ricky Skaggs and Kentucky
Thunder, Altan, The Del McCoury
Band, John Cowan, Bela Fleck &
the Flecktones, Peter Rowan and
the Free Mexican Airforce, Tim
O'Brien and Jerry Douglas. For
information or tickets, contact
Planet Bluegrass, 500 Main St.,
Lyons, CO 80540; phone: 303-
449-6007; FAX 303-823-0849; e-
mail: planet@bluegrass.com.

JULY

*July 8-11 — OI' Sawmill Blue-

grass Jamboree in Prince
George, B.C. No details on line-
up provided. Look for further
information in the next issue.

*July 16-18 — Darrington Blue-

grass Festival, Bluegrass
Grounds, Darrington, WA.

*July 22 - 25 — Columbia Gorge

Bluegrass Festival at Skamania
County Fairgrounds in
Stevenson, WA.

AUGUST

* August 4 - 7 — Grant’s 31st An-

nual Bluegrass and Old Time
Music Festival in Salt Creek Park,
Hugo, Oklahoma. Featuring: The
Wildwood Valley Boys, The Lewis
Family, The Tennessee Gentle-
men, Tind & The Adairs, Bill Jones
and the Bluegrass Travelers,
Goldwing Express, The Rarely
Herd, The Marksmen, 5 for the
Gospel, Tommy Brown & County
Line Grass, Billy Joe Foster's Spe-
cial Edition, Delia Bell & Bill
Grant, Twice as Nice, Karl
Shifflett’s Big Country Show and
more to be added. For informa-
tion or tickets, contact Bill Grant,
Rt. 2 Box 74 Bill Grant Road,
Hugo, OK 74743 or call 580-326-
5598.

* August 13- 15—Mount St. Helens

Bluegrass Festival at Toledo
High School in Toledo, WA.

SEPTEMBER

*September 3 - 5 — Chilliwack

Bluegrass Festivalin Chilliwach,
B.C. For information, call 604-
737-0270.

*September 23, 24 & 25 — “Toe

Tappin’ Festival” at the County
Fair Mall on Gibson Road in
Woodland, CA. Three days of
music from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.,
sponsored by County Fair Mall
and coordinated by CSOTFA #5.

Upcoming Bluegrass, Old-time & Gospel Music Events

Free RV parking behind
Gottschalks (no hookups). Free
sanitarydumpstationatBill Lowe
& Sons, 801 East Street in Wood-
land. For information, contact
Gloria Bremer at 530-662-7908.

OCTOBER

¢ October 13 —CBA Fall Campout,
Annual Meeting & Election in
conjunction with the Feather
River Fiddle and Bluegrass Jam-
boree in the Beckwourth River
FrontParkinMarysville, CA. Free
dry camping on site. Jammers
are encouraged to come early
and participate in the town's an-
nual Beckwourth Frontier Days
Celebration. Open Mic and con-
tests all weekend. For informa-
tion, call Bob Hedrick at 530-
589-4844 or Al Shusterman at
916-961-9611.

Send information on your up-
coming events to: Editor, Blue-
grass Breakdown, P.O. Box 9,
Wilseyville, CA 95257 or e-mail to:
chawpn(@volcano.net.

“Winter Gold”
concert series
announced in

Columbia State Park

Sho-soundsand Lioneyes en-
tertainment announced recently
they will be producing a “Winter
Gold” concert series at the historic
Fallon House Theater in Columbia
State Park, California featuringsome
of the finest acoustic musicians in
the business today.

On Saturday, January 23,
award winning fiddler, singer,
songwriter, Laurie Lewis will ap-
pear with Tom Rozum. On the
same bill will be the legendary Texas
singer-songwriter, Ray Wylie
Hubbard.

Saturday, February 13,
IBMA’s 3-time Dobro Player of the
Year, Rob Ickes, will be celebrating
his latest record release on Rounder
Records with 2 concert featuring
musician extraordinaire Joe Craven
and friends.

Sugar Hill recording artist,
singer Mollie O’'Brien willappearin
concert with Nina Gerber and
friends on Saturday, March 13. A
special guest that evening will be
Kristina Olsen.

Tickets for all concerts are
$12 inadvance and $15 at the door.
There is a special price of $33 fora
concert series ticket. Tickets are
available from Sho-Sounds in Twain
Harte, CA and Sonora Music, 71
South Washington Streetin Sonora,
CA. Mail order tickets and informa-
tion can be obtained from Sho-
Sounds, P.O. Box 1073, Twain
Harte, CA 95383; phone 209-586-
2374 or e-mail: <rsholer@
sonnet.com >,



Bluegrass on the Internet...

Associations

Bluegrass  Connection —
www.gotech.com/

Bluegrass Northwest (non-profit bi-
monthly newsletter); Home Page:
<http://www.geocities.com/
Nashville/Opry/5933/index
html> (This home page has
several more pages connected to
it). E-mail address is: <sjbickle
(@everett.com >

California Bluegrass Association —
www.mandolyn.com/cba3 .html;
e-mail: chawpn(@volcano.net

Colorado Bluegrass Music Society
— www.banjo.com/CBMA/
index htm

The Country Western Music Asso-
ciation from Washington state —
<http://members.aol.com/
AGW1886/bluegrassnw.htm >

Desert Bluegrass Association —
www.azstarnet.com.public/non-
profit/bluegrass/dbahome.htm

Fresno Folklore Society— folk music
and dance with occasional Blue-
grassconcerts. E-mail: <brickard
(@csufresno.edu>; website
<www.cvip.fresno.com/~ckj>

International Bluegrass Music As-
sociation—www.ibma.org/IBMA

International Bluegrass Music Mu-
seum — www.ibmm.org/IBMM

inTUNE: Southern California Blue-
grass News (Bluegrass Associa-
tion of Southern California and
San Diego Bluegrass Club) —
http://members.aol.com/
intunenews/ and inTUNEnews
(@aol.com

The Kentucky Friends of Bluegrass
Music Club — <http://chapell
.com/kfobg >

Mid-State Bluegrass Association —
www.mandolyn.com

Oregon Bluegrass Association —
www.aracnet.com/%7eobagrass.
OBA'’s Bluegrass at the Beach can
be found at the same website and
click on Bluegrass at the Beach

Redwood Bluegrass Associates —
www.rba.org/

Rosine Association — www.gotech
.com/rosine/homepg.htm

San Diego Bluegrass Club — http:/
/members.aol.com/intunenews/;
E-mail: SDBCnews(@aol.com A
non-profit organization promot-
ing bluegrass music in San Diego
county since 1972.

Santa Cruz Bluegrass Society —
www.infopoint.com/orga/scbs/
index.html

Southeast Bluegrass Association —
jbroyal@bellsouth.net

Southwest Bluegrass Association —
hup://www.S-W-B-A.com

Washington Bluegrass Association
— www.scn.org/arts/wba/

Bands and Musicians
BanjerDan — For all your
* banjerpickin’ needs, workshops,
solo performances, hot pick-up
bands, an acoustic utility
sideman, etc., website: <hup:/
www.mazart.com>, e-mail:

< mazart( mazart.com >

Blue Northern Bluegrass Band &
Music Bookstore -
<www.shasta.com/blue north-
ermn>. We have teamed up with
one of the most wrusted book
sellers in the world to offera nice
selection of bluegrass and acous-
tic music books online. Visitors
to our website can browse and
enjoy deep discounts on hun-
dreds of titles. We have included
a link to the CBA site and a few
others like Allen Guitars etc.

Dix Bruce and Jim Nunally: Grammy
award winning acoustic flatpick
guitarists who perform and teach
traditional American, bluegrass,
folk, and country music. Website:
< www.ejthomas.com/bruce-
nunally>

Compost Mountain Boys —
www.humboldt.edu/~manetas
m/compost

J.D Crowe And The New South:
<http:// www.rhrun.com/jd
crowe >

Dark Hollow Bluegrass Band —
<http://www.webbnet.com/
~Mandolin/dkhollow> . Covers
Dark Hollow Bluegrass as well as
other local San Francisco bands
and events.

Doodoo Wah—www.colorado.net/
picklehead/doodoowah

Due West — California based blue-
grass band ofaward winning mu-
sicians whoadd a touch of Bakers-
field to traditional bluegrass and
acoustic country music. Check
out their premiere album with
Grammy Award winner and
Dobro Player of The Year: Rob
Ickes. Website: <www.ejthomas
.com/duewest>

Grass Menagerie — www.research.
digital.com/wrl/projects/misc/
Grass_Menager

High Hills — http://home.
pacbell.net/highhill

Hwy 52 — http://members.aol.com/
hwy52/

Laurie Lewis — www.laurie
lewis.com '

Mountain Heart — htip://www.
doobieshea.com/mtnheart.htm

Northern Lights — http://www. su-
per-charged.com/nlights

No Strings Attached — http://www.
SwiftSite.com/nostringsattached

Red Dirt Bullies — www.aracnet
.com/-obagrass/reddirtb.htm].

Pagosa Hot Strings — website
<www.webpan.com/pagosa
hotstrings >; e-mail: skigrass(@
compuserve.com

Tom Rozum — www.laurielewis.
com/tomrozum

Phil Salazar — www.west.net/
~psalazar

Sand Mountain Boys—e-mail: Jerry
Crain at <sandmtnboy@
aol.com> or Kenny Townsel at
<kennyboy(@airnet.net>

Sidesaddle & Co. — <www,cruzio.
com/~gpa/sidesaddle/
index.htm> or e-mail: <side

saddle99(@yahoo.com>.

Ricky Skaggs — www.skaggs
familyrecords.com/

Sourdough Slim — www.twc.
online.com/custom/
sourdoughslim

Ralph Stanley — www.members
.aol.com/rstanleyfc/ralph
stanley.html

The Tylers — www.doitnow.com/
~tylers

Scott Vestal — Scott Vestal's Stealth
Banjo <http://www.stealth
banjo.com >

Frank Wakefield — performance at
the 1998 Mariposa Goldrush
Bluegrass Festival, as well as in-
formation and upcoming gigs
<http://home.earthlink.net/
~phototom/Mariposaf
rank.htm >

New Frank Wakefield page —
<http://www.mossware.com/
wakefield/>

Bluegrass Pages

and Links

The Bluegrass Telegraph — on-line
Bluegrass magazine <www.blue
grasstelegraph.com>

Alan Bond — <hup://www.
webbnet.com/~Mandolin>

Pat Cloud Home Page — www.
cloudbanjo.com

Cybergrass —
banjo.com/

Festival Finder — ww.festival
finder.com.fest.home.html

Gospel Song Website — http://
subnet.virtual-pc.com/da567664/

KMUD, Garberville 91.1 FM — Lis-
teners can now hear “The Blue-
grass Show with Ron Stanley” 10
to noon Tuesdays on the world
wide webat <www.kmud.org>,
then follow link.

KPIG, Watsonville 107.5 FM — Real
audio and video 24-hours a day
since 1996 at <www.kpig.
com>; e-mail: <sty@kpig.
com>. Cuzin Al's Bluegrass
showSunday nights from 6-9 p.m.

Doc Hamilton Bluegrass Page —
www.ccwf.cc.utexas.edu/
~docham

Phil ieadbetter: <hup:/ www.
rhrun.com/uncle >

Mariposa Goldrush Bluegrass Fes-
tival — <http://home.earth
link.net/~phototom/
Festival.htm >; another site has
photos of Frank Wakefield’s per-
formance at the 1998 Mariposa
Festival — <hittp://home.earth

http://www.

link.net/~ phototom/Mariposa
frank.htm >
Planet Bluegrass — htip://

www.Planet@bluegrass.com,
the home page for producers of
the Telluride Bluegrass Festival,
The Rocky Mountain Bluegrass
Festival, and the Folks Festival,
plus various other traditional and
contemporary acoustic events
throughout the year. Page pro-
vides links to all these events and

include The Bluegrass Academy
and Workshops, band and instru-
mental contestinformation, mer-
chandise, and other relevant
links.

Ron Rose — PWI.Netcom.com/
~gittar/bluegrass.html

The Bluegrass Music Page —
www.best.com/~kquick/bg.html

Luthiers

Allen Guitars — http://www.
allenguitar.com, “Building
Tomorrow’s Collectable Instru-
ments Today”, E-mail: allen@

allenguitar.com
Gary H. Price, Luthier — http:/
www.telepath.com/ghprice, Man-

dolins, Banjos and Tailpieces.
Lots of links to other Bluegrass
and acoustic music sites.

Recording King Banjos —
www.recordingking.com

Stringed Instrument Division —
http://www.montana.com/instru-
ments. Offering the finest in new
and handmade instruments. For
a catalog, E-mail <sid@
montana.com>

Taylor Guitars: <www.taylor
guitars.com >

Magazines

Banjo News Letter — www. tiac.net/
users/bnl/

Bluegrass Now — <www.blue
grassnow.com >

Bluegrass Unlimited — www.blue
grassmusic.com

Music-related

Products

AcuTab — Lessons By Mail <http:/
/www.acutab.com/Lessons.
hml>

Pine Valley Music — publishers of
“America’s Music: BLUEGRASS”;
website: <http://www.pinevalley
music.com >

Bluegrass Radio Network —
www.bluegrassradio.com/

Homespun Tapes — http:/www.
homespuntapes.com

Mel Bay — http://www.melbay.com
or e-mail: (@melbay.com

Mountain Arts Music School —
www.netshop.net/~100mile/
mtn_arts or email: mtnarts
(@netshop.net

Music-related

Services
ASCAP — www ascap.com/

BMI — www.bmi.com/

Record Companies

and Sales

Copper Creek Records — <http://
www.coppercreekrec.com>; E-
mail: CopCrk(@aol.com

County Record Sales —
www.countysales.com
Doobie . Shea Records —
www.doobieshea.com
Elderly Instruments — http://
www.clderly.com

Freeland Recording Co. —website:
<www.crfrc.com> and e-mail:
<crfre(@aol.com> (Charles R.
Freeland)

Hay Holler Records — hayholir
(@nrv.net

Pinecastle/Webco Records — hrp:/
/pinecastle.com

Rebel Records — www.rebel
records.com

Rounder Records —
rounder.com

Sierra Records — www.sierra-
records.com

WWW.

1999 Maple City
Bluegrass Festival

June 25 & 26 in Ohio

The 5th annual Mape City
Bluegrass Festival will be held on
June 25and 26, 1999, at the Huron
County Fairgrounds, Norwalk,

The lineup includes, 5 time
IBMA Vocal Group, IlIrd. Tyme Out,
Dave Evans, James King, Jimmy
Martin, Dr. Ralph Stanley, Larry
Sparks, The Bluegrass Strangers,
The Hart Brothers,The Bluegrass
Mountaineers, License to Drive, and
sound by The Bluegrass Strangers.

An added treat on Saturday
nite will feature Dr. Ralph Stanley
and Jimmy Martin doing duets from
an album they did together. When
these two get on stage together,
that represents over 100 yrs. of
Bluegrass Music. They are long-
time friends, but scheduling, and
travel rarely let these two make an
appearance on stage at the same
time. Other cameo duets will be
done by Dave Evans/Larry Sparks,
Dr. Ralph Stanley/Larry Sparks.

Advanced ticket price is
ONLY $30.00. Send ticket requests
to: Whistle Creek Productions,
11016 Humm Rd., Berlin Hts., Ohio
44814, or phone (419) 588-3503
for information.
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“Plugged In" -l i i o Liiiiia e v

by Banjobill@abilnet.com

We're into a new year already
with many more introductions
ahead to some really educational
and fun e-mail discussion groups.
The two lists we’re going to discuss
on this visit are BANJO-L and
BGFEST.

Though Banjo-L may be a bit
more limited for everyone to jump
into, it is one of the finest e-mail
discussion groups for the banjo.

This list was started by list
owner Sean Barry, sjbarry(@uc
davis.edu, back on June 6, 1996. It
is for devotees of many different
sorts and styles of the banjo, banjo
music, artists, accessories, history,
and any other subject related to the
instrument. The listisunmoderated
and not limited to any one style of
banjo picking. Banjo-L is open to
Dixieland clawhammer players as
well as melodic banjo-uke enthusi-
asts,
AsofDec. 13, 1998, the listhad
992 subscribers. There are some
rules of the list that I'll inform you
of, so you won't be flying in blind.
You'll get this information shortly
after you subscribe to the list. It's
suggested that the posts be about
the banjo, banjo part, maker, player
and/or banjo accessory, etc. There
are a lot of basic common sense
rules, like no flaming others, do not
post “virus warnings” and other
truly off topic subjects.

Do not use this list for any
commercial purpose, like “forsale”
ads. Banjo-L has a website for such
ads, which is limited to the Banjo-L
subscribers. Ifyouaren’tsureabout
anything you post to the list, I
strongly urge that you drop the list
owner a note first. -

Being a banjo picker /music
lover, I can tell you first hand that I
truly enjoyall the time I spend with

this list. Like all the other e-mail
discussion lists, keep in the back of
your mind that not everything writ-
ten there is gospel. Examine infor-
mation in the light of your own
personal experiences and draw
from them.

Subjects talked abouton Banjo-
Lhave beenquite far reaching. Many
interesting threads (discussions)
recently include which is the most
favorite picks for most pickers, as
well as the do’s and don’ts of carry-
ing the banjo with you on the air-
plane. There are everyday ongoing
discussions about the mechanical
workings of the banjo, like head
change, tone ring additions, the
best strings to use, and sources for
tablature for the banjo. If you are
looking for banjo-related websites,
justask and you will get replies and
lots of sincere good assistance. You
are going to find a lot of polished
musicians down here as well as lots
of pickers and grinners who have
learned from just the ‘school of
hard knocks’. Your time and en-
ergy is well spent on' Banjo-L.

How do you get to Banjo-L?
Send your request to: listproc
(@ucdavis.edu. Do not send your
subscription request to the list.
Leave the subject line of your mes-
sage blank and in the body of the
message, type: SUBSCRIBE BANJO-
Lbanjobill@abilnet.com Bill Bubb.
I am already on board, so just be
sure to put your information in
place of mine. You will geta quick
reply most times and be on your
way.

There is also another list for
the banjo picker, whichI'llget to in
another column.

Next, it's BGFEST, which s the
internet place for Bluegrass Festi-
val Discussion. It’s supposed to be

Harmonica Korner

Especially for ... Beginners, Kids, Grandparents, Anyone

by Howard Polley

Pick up a harmonica. Any
harmonica. Any brand. Blow on it
and what happens? Magic happens.
Well, notexactly; but waita minute.
Alotofthings do occur thatyou had
little to do with. Years and years of
skillful manufacturing make pos-
sible pleasing sounds you can pro-
duce with 2 minimum of effort. In
fact, it’s hard to make the harp
sound bad... assuming you're blow-
ing through the side with the square
holesinit. Mostlearn to playa tune
on the harmonica in a short time.
OK you say, then what are some
benefits of playing harmonica?

How about — It’s just plain
fun! You can grab ;your harp from
your pocket or purse, whenever
you want, and juststart blowing on
it. Playsome songs you know orare
learning. Trysaying words through

your harp. Experiment. Discover.
Imitate a train. It's just plain fun.
What else? It's relaxing.
Today stress and tension encroach
upon us before we even know what
hit us. Enter the harmonica. Play-
ing your harp can get your mind off
a disagreeable situation and on to
something more agreeable. You
even begin to feel and look better.
Maybe you sense a renewed vigor.
“Harp Therapy” has done it again!
Suppose you are a parent,
grandparent, friend or guardian of
a child. If you're learning to play a
few songs, you could teach a child
how to enjoy music via the har-
monica. This arrangement could
help both of you become better
acquainted and perhaps you could
help this young person to enjoy the
harp also. Maybe you might even
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the first such mailing list on the
internetand is totally free. Itstarted
on February 1, 1998.

The concept is great. And the
need truly is there, t00. It's open to
everyone who enjoys all aspects of
the bluegrass festival. From the
music, people, and camping, to the
parking lot, picking and everything
in between. It is not a moderated
forum, so when you reply to the
list, all list members receive the
message. It is also an excellent fo-
rum for promoters to advertise their
festivals.

The listis not for general blue-
grass discussion. The topic of tape
is not permitted on this list or any
other iBluegrass mailing lists. The
number of subscribers to the list
does exceed 500 members, which
is going to be a huge networking
help when finding outwhat’s going
on and where that might not be
widely advertised.

BGFEST is operated by
iBluegrass Magazine. BGFEST is a
sister listof Traditional-L, Old Time-
L, Newgrass-L, LadyGrass-L and
BluegrassD].

How do I get started? Send
your request to Listserver(@dte.net.
In the body of your message and
not in the subject line, put in SUB-
SCRIBE BGFEST. It's that simple.
In comparison to some of the other
lists that I have been on, it's not a
high volume list like BGRASS-L or
even BANJO-L, but it is interesting
and it gives a look at other sides of
festivals and some of the behind the
scene things that the average John
Q. Public never gets to see first
hand. What They’re Talking About
On the Lists

On BGRASS-L, a lot of people
are still talking about their personal
visit to the big doings up in Ken-

help them to avoid some of today’s
dangers as well as discover some of
today’s lasting enjoyments — all
because you're learning music to-
gether.

As your playing improves,
you can continue to share your
music with others. Churches, Ser-
vice Clubs, Senior Citizen homes
and other settings are happyto have
you give of your abilities to their
organization. Making music for the
enjoymentofothersisanotherben-
efit of playing harmonica.

You can also learn to read
music by playing harmonica. Get
yourself one of the harmonica in-
struction books by noted players
such as Charlie McCoy or Tommy
Morgan. These particular books
will teach you about reading music
as well as playing the harp. Also,

tucky at the IBMA Fan Fest '98, one
of those big yearly doin’s that a lot
of the bluegrass community lays
down their tools of the trade to
attend. Some of us still had to keep
the candles lit in the lighthouse,
but are interested in the trials and
tribulations people had getting tick-
ets and motel rooms and having to
spend as much money as they did.
And at the end of the year, everyone
has their own best of the best list of
artists for 1998. Alotof talk on the
list has been about banjos showing
up on TV in shows and commer-
cials, with more and more blue-
grass sliding into the mainstream of
music choices.

On BANJO-L, torque require-
ments for the banjo head and the
hardware to keep it in place have
been at the top of the discussion
wheel. I learned a great deal of
information about the Dillards, his-
tory and web site and their music.
Not all banjos are created equal,
especially if yours doesn't have a
tone ring in it, so I've found out.
But people will still accept you,
even if you can’t jam one into your
banjo. Picked up on many leads for
music other than bluegrass than
can be played on the banjo. Some-
times we pickers get the notion that
only one or two styles of music can
come from our strings, but there is
a whole world of music out there
awaiting to come from your banjo
and questions to the list really
opened my eyes as to what other
forms of music have been tabbed
and can be played on the banjo
withoutanyadjustmentwhatsoever,
ha, ha, ha.

On BGFEST, I've picked up on
some interesting subjects of recent,
regarding what to do with the kids
when you attend bluegrass festi-

keep reading Harmonica Korner.
You'll add bits and pieces about
reading music to your knowledge
repertoire.

Finally, in whatever setting,
for many or for few, or just for
yourself; the harmonica offers the
medium for expressing and com-

municating your deepest feelings.

vals, plus tips on buying cassettes
and CDs from artists and vendors.
It's agood feeling to see thata lotof
the parking lot pickers and jam ses-
sionsdoallowbeginner pickers and
don’t shun them, like a lot of jam
sessions that only allow seasoned
more experienced players in them.
I've always wondered about that
Winterhawk festival and there have
been postings lately from people
involved with that huge festival. And
in general, it’s good to read about
other bluegrass festivals close to
Arizona, in the planning stages and
finding out far in advance the acts
that are beginning to get booked.
OK, thanks much for stopping
by. Looking forward to our next
visit. Thank you for all the e-mail
and suggestions and questions.
Keep them coming of course. Happy

e-mailing!

Banjobill is Bill Bubb, a re-
covering intermediate 5-string
banjo picker living in Pboenix, Ari-
zona with 2 dogs and 2 cats and a
real good wife. By all means, if you
bave any questions regarding bow
toget into the lists, bow tobe apart
of them and anything else related
tothe funworld of “e-mailing”don’t
besitate to send me an e-mail.
Promise to get back to you as quick
as possible. Till next month bappy
e-mailing.

Want to get something off your
chest? Then just blow your blues or
thoughts away on the harp. These
are just a few of the benefits of
playing the harmonica. If you
haven't already got one, get your-
selfa good harp and start blowing!

Thanks for your time. Keep
on harping.



Where can I go to hear or play some music?

California Bluegrass
Association or CBA
Member Sponsored Jams
* Alameda - Thin Man Strings, 1506
Webster Streeet, Alameda, CA.
Acoustic jam session every Friday
from 6 to9 p.m. Forinformation,

call (510) 521-2613.

* Bakersfield - Eric Janson home,
1530 Camino Sierra, Bakersfield,
CA. Jam 2nd and 4th Thursdays
from 7 to 10 p.m. For further
information, call (805) 872-5137.

* Campbell — Bluegrass jam ses-
sion every Wednesday from 6 to
9 p.m. at Sam's BBQ, 1461 W.
Campbell Avenue in Campbell,
CA. Host band is Jake
Quesenberry and friends. For
information or directions, call
408-374-9676.

* Copperopolis - Bluegrass jam the
2nd and 4th Fridays of each
month 7 p.m. until ? at the Old
Corner Saloon, 1/2 Mile off Hwy
4onMain Streetin Copporopolis,
California. Sponsored by Fred
and Melinda Stanley. For more
information, call (209) 785-2544.

* Garberville - Bluegrass jam 1st
Tuesday of each month, 7 p.m. at
Sicilito’s Restaurant, 445 Conger
Streetin Garberville. For further
information, call Ron Stanley at
(707) 923-2603.

*Folsom — Monthly gospel jams,
the 2nd Saturday of the month
from 6-10 p.m. at the Landmark
Baptist Church, 609 Figueroa St.,
in Folsom CA. For information
or directions, call Bob Thomas at
call Sacramento Area CBA Vice
President Bob Thomas at (916)
989-0993.

*Livermore - Bluegrass Jam Ses-
sion every 2nd Saturday, 7 - 10
p.m. at Magoo's Pizza, 364 South
Livermore Ave.in Livermore,
California. Directions: take
Livermore exitoffI-580, cross 1st
street on left between 3rd and
4th Streets. For information
please call (510) 447-2406.

e Livermore - Bluegrass Jam Ses-
sion every 3rd Sunday, 1-4 p.m.
at The Virtues of Coffee, 1819
Holmes (Hwy84), Livermore, CA.
Call (510) 447-2406 for informa-
tion and directions.

* Mountain Ranch — Bluegrass and
Acoustic Country music Jam ev-
ery 4th Sunday, 2 p.m. at the
Country Lantern Cafe, 7858
Mountin Ranch Road in Moun-
tain Ranch, CA. For information,
call 209-754-5435.

* Napa— “Bluegrassand Fiddle Jam
Session every Thursday night
from 7:30pm to 10:30pm in Napa.
Call Jerry at (707) 226-3084.”

* Orangevale — Weekly Bluegrass
jams, every Wednesday from 7-
10:30 p.m. at the Country Table
Restaurant, 8999 Greenback Lane
in Orangevale, CA. Periodically
features Bluegrass band perfor-
mances. Forfurtherinformation,

call Sacramento Area CBA Vice
President Bob Thomas at (916)
989-0993.

*Porterville — Bluegrass Jams 1st
and 3rd Thursdays at 7 p.m. at
the Golden Hills Mobile Home
Park Recreation Center, 720 E.
Worth Ave. In Porterville. For
information or directions, call
Don Millwee at (209) 784-6206.

*Sacramento Area —Monthly Blue-
grass jam sessions hosted by the
Sacramento Area CBA. Locations
and times vary. For further infor-
mation, call Sacramento Area
Activities Vice President Bob Tho-
mas at (916) 989-0993.

* Williams - VFW Hall, Cornerof 9th
& C Streets, 3rd Sunday 1-5 p.m.
Call William (Bill) Herron (707)
995-1412 for details.

*Woodland - Old Time Fiddling
Jam at the County Fair Mall, 1264
East Gibson Road, Woodland, CA,
first Sunday of each month from
1-4 p.m. For more information,
call Gloria Bremer at (916) 662-
7908 or Ferrel McGrath at (916)
421-7417.

California Old-time
Fiddlers Association
*Bella Vista — District #6 Califor-
nia State Old Time Fiddlers Jam
to Bella Vista School Multipur-
pose room the 1st Sunday ofeach
month 1-4PM. Bella Vista is a
small town near Redding, Cali-
fornia. Call 530-223-6618 for

further information.

* Castro Valley - United Methodist
Churchat 19806 Wisteria Avenue
in Castro Valley, California , 4th
Sunday of every month from 1:30
1o 5p.m. Forfurtherinformation
ordirections, please call Suzanne
Klein at (510) 527-2538.

* El Cajon - Wells Park Center, 1153
Madison, El Cajon, CA. 3rd Sun-
day 1-5 p.m. Call Omer Greenat
(619) 748-3493 for details.

* Fresno - Senior Citizen'’s Village
Community Room, 1917S. Chest-
nut Ave., every Saturday Dance,
7:30-11:00 p.m. Call Margarette
Smith at (209) 924-2034 for de-
tails.

*Fullerton - 1414 Brookhurst Rd.,
Fullerton, CA 1stSunday 1-4 p.m.
Call Mike Beckett at (619) 373-
4096 for details.

*Merced - Colony Grange Hall,
2277 Child’s Avenue, Merced, CA.
2nd Saturday 7-11 p.m. For in-
formation, call Royce Lancaster
at (209) 291-4875.

*Qak View - Oak View Commuity
Center, 18 Valley Rd., Oak View,
CA. 2nd & 4th Sunday 12-4 p.m.
For information, call Margaret
Kirchner at (805) 646-3100.

¢ Qildale- Rasmussen Senior
Citizen's Center, 115 E. Roberts
Lane in Oildale, CA. 2nd and 4th
Sunday, 1:30 - 4:30 p.m. Call
Doyn Simpson (805) 833-2594
for details.

* Orangevale - Orangevale Grange
Hall, 5807 Walnut Avenue, 2nd
Sunday, 1-5 p.m. For informa-
tion, call Vivian Steele (916) 676-
0825.

* Oroville - Monday Club, 2385
Montgomery Blvd, 4th Sunday
each month 1-4:30 p.m. Forin-
formation, call Bob Hedrick at
(916) 589-4844.

*Shasta - New School, Red Bluff
Drive, 1st Sunday 1-5 p.m. Call
BobBurgerat (916) 549-4524 for
further information.

sWilliams - Veteran’s Memorial
Hall, 9th & C St., Williams, CA.
3rd Sunday 1-5p.m. Forinforma-
tion, call Bill Herronat (530)528-
9321.

Music Store With Regular
Jams/Concerts
*Berkeley - The Fifth String Music
Store, 3051 Adeline, Berkeley,
CA. Jam session every Thursday
beginning at8 p.m. Forinforma-
tion or directions, call (510) 548-

8282.

* Bakersfield - Buskers Music, 630
18thStreet, Bakersfield, CA. Blue-
grass jam 1st and 3rd Thursdays
from 7 to 10 p.m. and every Sat-
urday from 2 p.m. until ?. Spon-
sored by the Mid-State Bluegrass
Associaiton. Forinformation, call
(805) 633-1913 or (805) 872-
5137.

*Canoga Park - Blue Ridge Pickin’
Parlor, 20246 Saticoy, Canoga
Park.Instruments, repairand set-
up, Cds, tapes and records, books
and videos, accessories. Lessons
onfiddle, guitar, mandolin, banjo
and more. Regularly scheduled
jam sessions - call in advance for
dates and times (818) 700-8288.

*[aguna Niguel — Acoustic Jam
session 4th Friday of every month
from 7-11 p.m. at Shade Tree
Stringed Instruments, 28062-D
Forbes Rd., Laguna Niguel, CA.
For information, call 714-364-
5270.

* Leucadia - Jam Till You Drop, first
Saturday of each month from 11
a.m. at Traditional Music, 1410
N. Hwy 101, Leucadia. For infor-
mation, call (619) 942-1622.

* Mariposa - Cousin Jack Pickin’
Popcorn Music Jam at Cousin

Jack's Store, 5026 Hwy 140, Mari-
posa, California. 1stSaturday of
each month from 6 to 10 p.m.
For further information, please
call (209) 966-6271.

* Mountain View — Bluegrass Jam
Session every Wednesdayevening
beginning at 7:30 p.m. at Cuppa
Joe's, 194 Castro Streetin Moun-
tain View, CA. For information,
call 650-967-2294.

* Pasadena - Traditional Music Store
- Bluegrass and Old Time Jam the
1st Saturday of every month from
2-5 p.m. Regularly scheduled
workshops offered. Location is
228 El Molino Ave., Pasadena,

CA. For further information, call
(818) 577-4888.(408) 377-2613.

*Sacramento - The New Fifth String
Music Store, 930 Alhambra Blvd.
At J Street in Sacramento. Blue-
grass Jam every Thursday at
7:30p.m. New and used instru-
ments, CDs, tapes, books, vid-
eos, lessons, workshops, repairs
and more. For information, call
(916) 452-8282.

Independent Clubs

*Arroyo Grande — The Central
Coast Fiddlers hold jam sessions
twice 2 month, from 1:00 to 4:00
PM, 2nd Sunday of die mondh in
Arroyo Grande, CA (between
Santa Maria and San Luis Obispo)
at the Portuguese Hall; 4th Sun-
day of the month at the Nipomo
Senior Citizens’ Center (between
Arroyo Grande and Santa Maria).
Call for details or directions:
(805) 349-2274, days or (805)
929-6071, eves.

* Berkeley- Freight & Salvage, 1111
Addison St., Berkeley. Occasional
Bluegrass jams. Call (510) 548-
1761 for deuails or to get on their
mailing list.

e Carlsbad - North County Blue-
grass Band monthly meetings, 7
p.m. on the fourth Tuesday of
each month. That Pizza Place,
2622 El Camino Real, Carlsbad.
Phone 434-3171 for more infor-
mation.

* Centerville - Bluegrass Jam Ses-
sions the 2nd and 4th Saturdays
of each month, 7 - 11 p.m. at the
0Odd Fellows Hall in Centerville,
CA (in the Fresno area). Spon-
sored by the Kings River Blue-
grass Association. For informa-
tion and directions, please call
Mike McDonald at (209) 434-
0163 or Terry Tilley at (209) 875-
6543.

*Ceres - Central California Old-
Time Fiddlers Assn., Walter White
School, 1st and 3rd Fridays 6-10
p.m. Call Bill Whitfield at (209)
892-8685 for details.

¢ Coloma - at the Vinyard House,

530 Cold Springs Road, Coloma,
CA. Bluegrass and Old time Mu-
sic Jam every Thursday night at
8:00 p.m. For information call
Todd Saunders at (916) 626-
5615.

*Covina - Open Mike Night - 1st
Saturday of each month at the
Fret House. Call (818) 915-2023
for information.

*Exeter - Bluegrass Jam Session at
the VIP Pizza, 449 E. Pine St., (2
blocks south of Hwy 198 on Hwy
65, then 2 blocks west to Pine
Street), Exeter, California. Meet-
ing at 7 p.m. on the 2nd and 4th
Wedpesday each manth. For
more information, call Pat
Conway at (209) 561-4309 or
Geroge Beckett (2109) 784-5286.

» Fiddletown - Old Tyme Live Music
Jam every Sundayafternoon from
2 o 6 p.m. at the Fiddletown
General Store on Main Street in
Fiddletown, California. (Off Hwy
49 between Jackson and
Placerville). Musiciansand listen-
ers welcome. For further infor-
mation or directions, call Oluf
Olufson at (209) 245-3671.

* Fresno - Fresno Folklore Society,
P.0.Box4617,Fresno, CA93744-
4617. Monthly potluck and jam.
For further information, call
Nancy Waiddow at (209) 224-
1738 at (209) 431-3653 or News-
letter Editor CarlJohnson, phone
(209) 229-8808.

* Granada Hills- Monthlybluegrass
concerts produced by the Union
Station Music Productions at the
Granada Hills Masonic Hall, (818)
894-1643 for information.

* Granada Hills, Bluegrass Associa-
tion of Southern California
(BASC) night at Baker Square,
17921 Chatsworth Street (818)
366-7258; featured band plus
open mike jamming on the third
Tuesday of each month 7:30 - 10
p.m.

* Hollywood - Bluegrass Jam the
3rd Tuesday of every month 8
p.m. - 12 a.m. at the Highland
Grounds Coffee House, 742 N.

(Continued on Page 28)
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Where can I go to hear or play some music?

(Continued from Page 27)
Highland Avenue, Hollywood,
California. $2 cover charge/one
drink minimum. For more infor-
mation call Blue Ridge Pickin’
Parlor (818) 700-8288.

* Lake Isabella - Bluegrass jam the
Ist and 3rd Tuesday of every
month from 7-10 p.m. at 5405
Lake Isabella Blvd. Sponsored by
the Mid-State Bluegrass Associa-
tion. For information, call Paul
Ash at (619) 379-3189.

* Lompoc — Acoustic jam session,
7-10 p.m. on the second and
fourth Wednesdayofeach month
atthe Southside Coffee Company,
105 South H St., Lompoc, CA
(Telephone (805) 737-3730.) For
further information, contact Bill
Carlsen (805) 736-8241, oremail
Charlie Bockius via e-mail at:
< cbockius(@sbceo k12.ca.us>

* Long Beach, Papas Western BBQ
& Saloon, 5305 E. Pacific Coast
Hwy. (corner of PCH & Anaheim
St.) (562) 597-4212. Featured
bluegrass band performs on Sun-
day evenings from 6 p.m. to 9
p.m.

* Manteca - Delta Old Time Fid-
dlers and Bluegrass Association,
1stand 3rd Saturdays 6:30- 10:30,
at the Manteca Senior Center,
295 Cherry, Manteca, CA. Call
Larry Burttram (209) 823-7190

for deails.

*Nevada City Weekly Jam — On
Thursday evenings in Nevada City
there will be a bluegrass jam at
the Rainbow Marketat230 Wood-
pecker Lane. Call Wayne Ruther-
ford at 478-9502 for more infor-
mation.

*QOakland - Bluegrass jam every
Monday from 8-10 p.m. at the
Baja Taqueria, 4070 Piedmont
Ave. (near 41st Street), Oakland,
CA. Phone (510) 547-BAJA. For
further information call Joe
Howton (510) 843-8552.

» Palo Alto — Santa Cruz Bluegrass
Society Jam session the 3rd Sun-
day of every month from 1 to 5
p-m. atSt. Michael’s Art Cafe, 804
Emerson Street in Palo Alto.

* Poway - San Diego North County
Bluegrass and Folk Club Jam Ses-
sion the last Wednesday night of
each month at Mikey’s Coffee
House, 12222 Poway Road in
Poway, CA. For updated infor-
mation or a time slot, call (619)
486-5540 or 596-2962/

*Rialto - Jam 4th Sunday of every
month at the C&A Barn, 916 S.
Riverside Ave, Rialto, CA. 10a.m.
until late afternoon. For infor-
mation call (714) 874-0550 or
(714) 874-4771.

* Riverside - Sunday folk and blue-

grass concerts at The Barn at the
UC, Riverside. For information
call (714) 682-3621.

*San Diego - San Diego Bluegrass
Club events — Fearured band
plus open mike and jamming on
the 2nd Tuesday of each month,
7:30 - 10 p.m. at the Carlion
Oaks Country Club Crest Room,
9200 Inwood Dr. in Santee.
Open Mike and Jam on the 3rd
Tuesdayofeachmonth, 7-10 p.m.
at Fuddruckers Restaurant, 340
Third St., in Chula Vista. Blue-
grass Workshops on the 2nd Sat-
urday of every month, call for
time, topic and location. All
events are free! Call (619) 286-
1836.

*San Diego - Walt’s Slow Jam, first
Friday of each month at 6:30
p.m.; San Carlos Recreation Cen-
ter, 6445-Lake Badin Avd., San
Diego. Call Walt Richards (619)
280-9035 for information.

*San Jose — Santa Clara Valley
Fiddler’s Association jam session,
1st Sunday of every month, 2 -
5:30 p.m., at the John Muir
Middle School, 1260 Branham
Lane (near the Almaden Express-
way) in San Jose. All acoustic
musicians welcome. For further
information, contact Ken Jones,
191 Lichi Grove Ct., San Jose, Ca

95123-1751.

*San Jose - Gospel Bluegrass Jam,
Monday nights 7-9:30 p.m. at the
St. Francis Episcopal Church,
1205 Pine Ave., SanJose, CA. Call
Ken Jones, (408) 281-2229 or
(408) 354-8097 for more infor-
mation.

*Sonoma - Murphy's Irish Pub on
the east side of the square in
downtown Sonoma, California.
Acoustic Jam Session 1st Sunday
of the month 4 p.m. to ? Acoustic
Song-writers’ Night the 3rd Sun-
day of each month from 4:00
p.m. Live acoustic music Thurs-
day, Friday and Saturday nights.
Sonoma Mountain Band plays
Bluegrass on the first Friday of
every month, 8-10pm. For fur-
ther information, call (707) 935-
0660..

* Whittier - 2 jams a month on Sun-
days. Parnell Park, cornerof Lam-
bert & Scott, Whittier, $2 dona-
tion. Call (818) 917-0973 for
information.

*Woodland Hills - Songmakers, a
non-profit organization devoted
to “the enjoyment and support
of traditional and contemporary
folk and other forms of home-
made and acoustic music. For
information about “hoots” jn vari-
ous Southen California locations

and membership information
write to Kay Conroy, Songmakers,
22707 Burbank Blvd., Woodland
Hills, CA 91387.

Editor's note: If you bave a
new jam site, corrections for any of
the listings, orknow of ajam which
bas beendiscontinued, please send
the information to: Editor, Blue-
grass Breakdown, P.O. Box 9,
Wilseyville, CA 95257; FAX to 209-
293-1220; or e-mail to:
cbawpn@volcano.net

Send in your order today for:

Start the New Year right with a present from the CBA Mercantile...
CBA logo items for the Bluegrass fan for Birthday, Anniversary, Graduation...

what ever the occasion, we have lots of great stuff they will enjoy.

eBaseball Caps eBumper Stickers *Buttons *Coffee mugs *Drink
Koozies *CBA 20th Anniversary Recordings
¢CBA Golf Shirts, Henleys, T-shirts, Sweatshirts
*CBA logo Jackets and Windbreakers *Sports Bottles

eVisors ...And Much, Much More...

__ Ball Cap - Black or Blue, Embroidered ....$15.00f __ Sports Boutle - Large/32-0z. ki S 0D
__ Ball Cap - White ... T 1.1 0 01 T 20 1 Ame———— . ||
__ Bumper Sticker (CBA) RS | R T D o ¢ ARG 7 NAME
__ Button - Instrument related saymgs ...$100| __  Tote Bag-Small.........cccooueermrrrrrnerrmirenersannces. $6.00
Bill White Tape ... e $5001° __  TowBag-Lamge....inummismmmnnnaa 3000 ADDRESS
— CBA Cookbook ... o 8500] —_ Thermal Mug - 22-0Z. ..cc.oconmumrmrssisrrirerscs $7.00
20th Anniversary Rccording ‘of Father's __ Thermal Mug - 34-0z. . e 3900 | CITY
Day Festivals 1-19 __ T-Shirts - White S - XXXL .. 312 .00
CD... coveenssremssesssssssssmmnssssninsssieens $9200 | T-Shirts - Black, Green, Lt. Gray,MXXXI. $14.00
—  Cassette Tape.... ....8700| __Visor - Yellow/Gold Terrycloth... .. $500 | STATE ZIP
~_ Coffee Mug: 1 Love Blaegrass ...85001 _ Windbreaker- M, L&XL ......ccoovivmnivincnnnns 3?35.00
" CBALogo Decal ... e goe] T Nindbpeskers XEE o $4000 | PHONE
= EB:} ;Ih(;mbe\; Dxi?l """"""""""""""""""" S 5 Osg; Sub Total Make checks payable to The California Bluegrass Association,
olf Shirt - MXXL ....ocicissicssrisssinssmnssasnsi P 00} : _
— Henley Shirt- Natural or White, L-XXL ... $20.00 | Shipping: $1.00 through $10.00-add $3.00 05 ol RO ADA b LR 10
4 };enl;\“%?mk Bll;|1 G[rré E;If Gray, L-XXL 32'(2}0(}8 AL $11.00 and up - add §5.00 California Bluegrass Association Mercantile
R N o = it c/o Neale and Irere Evans
L%, ?aurtaiijm\ei XXL . S;?gg ENCLOSED $ 18 Waterfront Couft
oty Eai o Rl Sacramento, CA 95831
S i Biaci\ Chp—on x'“[ Btadﬁ 50 For further information, please call:
__ License Plate Frame .......cccccovvmniinrnionnnnnne. $2.00 (916) 427-1214
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