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Larry Sparks and the Lonesome
Ramblers return to CBA Festival

Fans of the Soulful singing and
outstanding songwriting of Larry
Sparks will have another opportu-
nity to see him perform this June at
the CBA's 24th Annual Father's Day
Weekend Bluegrass Festival, June
17-20, 1999 in Grass Valley, Califor-
nia,

Larry began his career at the
top of his profession when he
worked with the Stanley Brothers
and Ralph Stanley during the late
60's. He formed the Lonesome
Ramblers in 1969, and began a re-
cording career that to date has pro-
duced many albums and has estab-
lished him as one of the top names
in Bluegrass.

Larry's style of singing and play-
ing are among the most copied in
the genre. Based on rock solid
rhythm and with driving support
from the Lonesome Ramblers, his
guitar style is legendary for hot so-
los and "lonesome" instrumentals.
And Larry's singing, long the high-
light of the band, has earned hi the
reputation of "the Most Soulful

Voice in Bluegrass". Credits like
that only come with a high degree
of talent, professionalism,and many
long years of excellence.

Since the birth of Bluegrass
festivals in 1966, Larryand the Lone-
some Ramblers have played all
across the country during the sum-
mer, busy with festivals and park
shows. During the winter months,
the band stays busy witha full sched-
ule of college concerts and other
indoor events.

Be sure to catch Larry Sparks
and the Lonesome Ramblers this
June, they will be on the CBA's
festival stage on Saturday, June 19th
a1 9:05 p.m.; and twice on Sunday,
June 20th, at 2:10 and 5:50 p.m.

Other Specially Featured Bands
performing include: the Osborne
Brothers, Mac Wiseman, Illrd Tyme
Out, Dave Evans and River Bend,
and the Sand Mountain Boys. Moun-
tain Heart was selected for the
Emerging Artist Band performance
slots for 1999.

Featured Bands are: Country
Ham, The Crooked Jades, 5 for the
Gospel, Tim Graves and Cherokee,
The Kathy Kallick Band, Northern
Pacific, Special Consensus, Within
Tradition, and the Witcher Broth-
ers. Inaddition, Kids on Bluegrass

and a clogging group will also be

appearing on our stage this June.
In addition to the music on
stage all four days, there will be
workshops, a children’s program,
and lots on jamming beneath the
tall pine trees on the Nevada County
Fairgrounds. On site camping on
the fairgrounds is included in all 3
and 4 day festival tickets. Aseparate
tents only camping area is avail-
able. A limited number of RV elec-
trical and water hookups are avail-
able and there are two sanitary
dump stations on the grounds.
Food, music and other conces-
sions are on the Festival site, how-
ever, no alcohol is sold. No pets of
any kind are allowed on the
grounds. Festival is held rain or

(Continued on Page 4)

CBA to present Continental
Concerts and Spring Campout

CBA 1o present Continental Divide
and the Fox Family in South Bay
and Sacramento April 16 & 17

The California Bluegrass Asso-
ciation is proud to present two out-
standing Bluegrass bands in Con-
cert on April 16 and 17, 1998. The
Fox Family and Continental Divide
will be performing on Friday, April
16 at the Palo Alto Unitarian Church,
505 E. Charleston Road in Palo Also,

_sponsored by the South Bay CBA;
and on Saturday, April 17 at the
Sunrise Community Church, 8321
Greenback Lane in Fair Oaks Cali-
fornia.

Both of the bands have per-
formed on the CBA Festival stage
and are among the most exciting
young bands in Bluegrass music
today. The Fox Family is known for
their original material and their
outstanding vocal leads and har-
mony, as well as the outstanding

instrumental techniques demon-

strated by individual band mem-

bers.

Continental Divide brings the
outstanding lead vocals of David
Parmley, a long-time member of
The Bluegrass Cardinals, and vir-
tuoso instrumental performances
by David and the other members of
his band.

Order yourtickets now forone
(or both) of these concerts — you'll
be happy you did! Details for each
concert are listed below and ticket
order forms are on page 19 of this
issue.

* April 16 —7:30 p.m. (doors open
at 6:45 p.m.); at the Palo Alto
Unitarian Church, 505 E. Charles-
ton Rd., Palo Alto, CA. General
Admission: $16 CBA members,
$18 non CBA members or at the
door. Children under 16 12
price when accompanied by a

paid adult admission. For tick-
ets, write to: Mart Dudman, South
Bay CBA, 1009 Acacia Lane, Davis,
CA 95616. For further informa-
tion, call 530-3 18-4455, or E-mail:
SouthBayCBA@ Yahoo.com; or
visit their web site at <hup://
www.geocities.com/Nashville/
5443/SouthBayCBA.html>
* April 17 —6:30 p.m. (doors open
at6:00 p.m.); at Sunrise Commu-
nity Church, 8321 Greenback
Lane in Fair Oaks, CA. General
admission: $15 CBA members;
$17 non CBA members or at the
door. Children under 16 12
price when accompanied by a
paid adult admission. For tick-
ets, write to Al Shusterman, 5717
Reinhold Street, Fair Oaks, CA
95628. Forinformation, call916-
961-9511.
CBA's Spring Campout will be
held April 23-26 at the Colusa

Larcy Sparks

Divide/Fox Family

County Fairgrounds in Colusa, Cali-
fornia. Come join your Bluegrass
friends for a relaxed weekend of
jamming, visiting and relaxing away
from the phone and work-day stress.

The Colusa Fairgrounds offers
lots of RY and tent camping space,

this month

plenty of electric and water hook-
ups, showers and permanent
restrooms for your camping com-
fort. The only cost for the weekend
is the $15 RV or $10 Tent camping
fee pernight. For information, call
Al Shusterman at 916-961-9511.
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Editor's Corner

by Suzanne Denison

Spring is finally here and the
Bluegrass Festival season isn’t far
away... I can hardly wait! We have
had a really cold winter up here on
Blue Mountain, and everything is
slow to bloom and bud. My daffo-
dils and tulips finally came out in
late March, and the fruit trees are
now covered with blossoms, but
we had 6 inches of snow in mid
March,

We hope you'll take a look at
the Upcoming Events section of this
issue before planning your week-
ends. There are 2 number of con-
certs and campout events this
month which you're sure to enjoy.
Among those performing in con-
certin Northern California are Eddie
and Martha Adcock, Dale Ann Brad-

More CBA Fall
Campout comments
Editor:

Billand I have been CBA mem-
bers for about 20 years now and
very active members for the past 7
or 8 years. In the years since we
have been active members, I can
remembera yearwhen the fall camp
out was held in conjunction with
the Napa Valley Folk Festival. Atthe
end of thatweekend, the people we
talked to and/or were around were
pretty dissatisfied with the way the
weekend went and the consensus
was—'let’s don't do this again!’.

Another year, a camp out was
held at the Solano County Fair-
groundsand Jim & Jesse were hired
as entertainment. The consensus
after that weekend was —'what do
we need entertainment for? We
came to jam!’

Then there was the year that
the camp out was held in Anderson

ley and the Coon Creek Girls, Con-
tinental Divide, Joe Craven, the Fox
Family and David Thom Band.

In addition, on April 7th CBA
member Arlene Berg is hosting a
campoutand jam at Music Campout
at Stony Gorge Reservoir near Win-
ters; and on the weekend of April
23-25, the CBA Spring Campout
will be held at the Colusa County
Fairgrounds in Colusa, California.
In other words, check the listing
and you're sure to find something
that you'll enjoy attending.

As you will read in this issue,
and possibly have read in past is-
sues, the CBA's annual Fall Campout
has been a subject of some contro-
versy. Your elected Board of Direc-
tors made the decision to combine

in conjunction with the Festival
there. We didn’t go, but we sure
heard about how dissatisfied folks
were with that endeavor. Now,
here we go again! The Board has
decided to join yet another group
for the fall camp out. How many
times will they make decisions con-
cerning the camp out that they end
up regretting before they learn that
the people who go to these gather-
ings go to jam. The campers don’t
want to be entertained by paid en-
tertainers, they don't want to have
open mics, they don't want to par-
ticipate in other things that are go-
ing on around them, they simply
want to get together with their
friends (i.e. Bluegrass Family) and
jam and visit and jam and eat and
JAM!

Then there is the question of
facilities to consider. Generally,
the campers NEED WATER, appre-
ciate some power and hot showers,

the Fall Campout with the Feather
River Fiddle Festival and the
Beckwourth Days Celebration in
Marysville after receivinga proposal
which sound greatand promised to
expose Bluegrass and Old-time
music to 2 wider audience.

After considering member con-
cerns and input, however, it was
decided at the Board meeting on
March 14th to hold the CBA’s Fall
Campout as a separate event. Ac-
tivities Vice President Al Shusterman
is checking to find a location and
dates which will be announced in
the next issue. The Board stipu-
lated that the CBA event would be
held on a different weekend than
the Marysville events to allow those
members who are interested to go

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

and need a dump station when the
weekend comes toan end. In addi-
tion, some sense of security is
needed for the many expensive in-
struments the jammers have
around. Since none of these things
are available at Riverfront Park, it is
hard for me to see anything on the
“plus” side of the scale.

I have a feeling that if this fall
venue isn'tchanged back to Colusa,
or someplace comparable, there
won't be very many people at the
fall camp out. Therefore, [am hop-
ing the Board will reconsider their
decision to participate in the
Riverfront Park program.

Sincerely,
Faye Downs

Editor:

[ think the campout at the end
of summer should be in Grass Val-
ley. This would avoid the heat of
the valley and will reward the pick-
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to Marysville and stll be able to
attend the campout. Stay tuned for
details.

Speaking of memberinputand
participation, yours is needed to
help produce our annual Father’s
Day Bluegrass Festival this June.
Please read Faye Downs’ article re-
questing volunteers for the festival
and give hera call to become partof
our production team. [ttakes more
thana “village” to put on a Festival,
and we need YOU!

Another way to participate is
to consider standing for election
for the CBA Board of Directors for
the 1999-2000 year. Members who
are interested in becoming candi-
dates are asked to submit a letter of
intent and a petition, signed by at

ers with cool nights. Also at that
time of the year the bugs are a real
problem in the valley.

In the spring, I think the valley
is a better choice in that it is not so
cold and makes iteasier to play into
the night. Also bugsand or rain are
not much of a issue at that time of
year.

Dan Baker
via e-mail

Editor:

This letter is about our Colusa
campout, and the Beckwourth Days.

First of all, I say — if its not
broke don’t fix it.

We all look forward to our
Springand Fall campouts where we
get to see our bluegrass family and
play our wonderful music with
them, visit, meet new friends etc.
The campground (at Colusa) is a
wonderful facility and we just have
a great time.

Itseems to me the Beckwourth
people are trying to drag us into a

least 15 current CBA members by
July 10, 1999. If you would like
further information, call any mem-
berofthe Board (names and phone
numbers on page 2) or the CBA
office at 209-293-1559. You can
also contact the CBA office via e-
mailat: <cbawpn(@volcano.net>.

Until next month... enjoy the
music!

different location, dry camp, poor
facilities for their gain. The way I
seeitisif the bluegrass folkswantto
see the Beckwourth festivities they
can go there and if the Beckwourth
folks want to hearsome greatmusic
they can come to the fairgrounds.
Thank you for your time.
Marvin “Jake” Hiebert
Member #4671

Editor's note: Thanks to all of you
who wrote us with concerns about
the CBA's Fall campout. The Board
decided at its March 14th meeting
to hold a seperate event rather
than combine it with the festival in
Marysville. Watch for new dates
and location in the May issue of the
Bluegrass Breakdown. Suzanne

CLASSIFIED ADS

FOR SALE
BANJO, BEAUTIFUL GOLD STAR 5-
string, autographed, case, accesso-
ries §950.00 (707) 545-1928 p2x
ACOUSTIC UPRIGHT BASS, 1930's
Kay, good condition, $1,000.00.
Call JoAnne at 619-273-3048. 1X

WASHBURN BANJO, 5-string, like
new. Capo and case included,
$750.00 obo. Call Bob at 530-671-
6735. 1x

ADVANCE TICKETS for the 24th
Annual CBA Father’s Day Weekend
Bluegrass Festival on sale now
through June 7, 1999. Order early
andsave $$$. Seead on page 17 for
information and ticketorder blank.

CBA LOGO MERCHANDISE makes
great holiday gifts for your family

and friends. Bumper Stickers, But-
tons, Calendars, Cookbooks, Cof-
fee Mugs, Caps, Sports Bottles,
Sweatshirts, T-Shirts, Jackets, Visors
and much more available now at
reasonable prices. See the order
blank on the back page of this issue
for easy shopping by mail.

LESSONS
BANJOLESSONS IN BAYAREA from
Bill Evans. Rounder recording art-
ist, Banjo Newsletter columnistand
former member of Dry Branch Fire
Squad. Beginners to advanced;
Scruggs, meiodic and single-string
styles, back-up. Lessons individu-
ally ailored to suite each student’s
needs. Over 20 years teaching ex-
perience. El Cerrito, (510) 234-
4508.
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Synopsis of January 1999 CBA Board Meeting Minutes

Minutes of the January 10, 1999
CBA Board Meeting
The meeting was called to or-
der by Chairman of the Board Carl

Pagter at 1:30 p.m. at the home of

John Duncan in Sacramento.

L. Roll call — Board Members and
Officers Present: Carl Pagter, Don
Denison, Yvonne Gray, J.D.
Rhynes, Mary Runge, Harold
Crawford, Kelly Senior, Al
Shusterman; Bob Thomas, Matt
Dudman, Terry Ingraham, and
Acting Secretarv Suzanne
Denison. Absent: President
Madelyn Ellis. . Coordinators
present: Neale and Irene Evans,
David Runge, and Gene
Kirkpatrick

CBA members: John Duncan,
Phil Boerner, Janet Wicker, Paul
Gray, Jake and Janet Quesenberry
and Sue Van Enger.

2. Secretary’s Report—Motion was
made by].D. Rhynes, 2nd by Don
Denison to approve the Decem-
ber minutes as corrected. Mo-
tion passed.

3. Treasurer’s Report — Kelly Se-
nior distributed copies of her re-
port to Board members and the
acting Secretary.

4. Membership Report — Mary
Runge reported the current mem-
bership as 2519. She reported
thatshe and David would be rep-
resenting the CBA festivals in
Southern California and Arizona.
Mary asked if the Board would
like 10 continue to issue CBA
decals to members and asked for
prices and a change of the colors.
Irene Evans said she would check
on these items and and report
back to the Board.

5. Mercantile Report —Irene Evans
reported that the CBA Mercantile
had received 5 mail orders dur-
ing the month of December for a
total of $93.00 in sales.

Old Business

Larry Sparks
(Continued from Page 1)
shine and no refunds are given.
If you haven'talready ordered

your Tickets for the 24th Annual
CBA Father’s Day Weekend Blue-

grass Festival , thereisa ticketorder

form on Page 17 of this issue. On
the facing page there is a2 complete
performance schedule for your in-
formation.

If you aren’t 2 CBA member,
youcanjoin and purchase tickets at
the discount price at the same time.
There is a membership form on
Page 2 of this issue. Make your
checks payable to the California
Bluegrass Association, include both
forms, and a self-addressed,
stamped envelope and mail to: Mary
and David Runge, 215 Grant Av-
enue, Petaluma, CA 94932. For
further ticket information, call David
Runge at 707-762-8735.

1. Festival Timetable — Festival
Coordinator Lolan Ellis distrib-
uted copies of the 1999 Festival
timetable toall coordinators. The
following items were discussed:
A. Timely listing of the CBA Fes-

tival in Bluegrass Unlimited
magazine.

B. Contracts for the Festival sent
to Carl Pagter forsignature with
the exception of the Sound
Contract,

C. Lolan reported to the Board
that he would remain as Festi-
val Coordinator through the
1999 Festival and that a new
Coordinator would have 1o be
found for future festivals. He
offered to assist the new coor-
dinator during the 2000 Festi-
val. He also reported that
Madelyn would not continue
to be Gate Crew Coordinator
beyond the 1999 Festival.

D. Stage Construction equip-
ment — Lolan reported that
the capital improvements for
the CBA Festival stage would
be completed for this year’s
Festival and all of the equip-
ment will be delivered by May
of 1999.

2. Festival Coordinators’ Reports
A. Advance Ticket Sales — David

Runge reported that advance
sales were up from the past

several years.
B. Children’s Program — Terry
Ingraham reported thatshe had

selected a theme of the 49’ers
Gold Rush for the 1999
Children’s Program, and that
she was in the process of re-
cruiting volunteers and bands
for the program.

Lolan Ellis stated that the Clog-
ging Stage provided by the Fair-
grounds would be erected in
the Children’s Program area
for the 1999 Festival.

C. Concessions Coordinator —
Gene Kirkpatrick reported that
he has revised the Concessions
Contracts and sentthem to Carl
Pagter for review. Gene also
reported that he has been work-
ing with the Sacramento
Luthier’s Guild on the possi-
bility of a Luthier’s Show dur-
ing the 1999 Festival. Adiscus-
sion of the show followed and
prices were set forbooth space.
A motion was made by Don
Denison, 2nd by J.D. Rhynes
to charge the Luthiers a fee of
$10 per linear foot in 5 foot
increments with the booth
space to be approximately 20’
deep. Motion carried.

D. Entertainment Coordinator
—Harold Crawford distributed
copies of the revised Band per-
formance schedule to Board
members and Suzanne
Denison and reported that he
was working on the workshop
and emcee schedules.

E. Gate Crew Coordinator —
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Madelyn Ellis was not present
due to illness.

F. Publicity Coordinator — Joe
Fox was absent but sent a writ-
ten report which was distrib-
uted to Board members.

G. Security Coordinator —
Yvonne Gray had nothing to
report.

H. State Construction Coordina-
tor — John Senior was not
present and did not submit a
report.

L. Volunteer Coordinator — Faye
Downs was not present and
did not submit a report.

J. Tent Camping Coordinator —
Don Denison reported on the
definition of the vehicles to be
permitted in the “Tents Only”
Camping Area which was
printed in the January 1999
Bluegrass Breakdown. In ad-
dition, Don was asked 1o send
a letter and a copy of the tents
only camping area to all those
who purchased their Early Bird
Tickets before the map was
approved. David willsend Don
a list and Don agreed to send
the maps and letter.

K. Other — Clogging group for
the 1999 Festival. Suzanne
Denison reminded Board
members that no clogging
group had submitted applica-
tions for the 1999 CBA Festi-
val, and none had been se-
lected by the Committee in
November. Carl Pagter said
that he would contact Bob
Gillim see if he is willing to
assist with this matter.

3. Chairman Carl Pagter reported
that the CBA’s Insurance was up
for renewal and he is handling
the process.

4. Activities Vice Presidents’ Re-
ports:

A. Al Shusterman distributed
copies of a written report on
the Suzanne Thomas/Don
Rigsby and Friends Concert.
He also reported that plans
were well underway for the
April 17th Continental Divide/
Fox Family concert. The venue
selected was the Sunrise Com-
munity Churchat 832 1 Green-
back Lane in Fair Oaks. The
concert will beginat6:30 p.m.
with the doors opening at 6:00
p.m. Each band will play two
sets, and the concert should
end by 10 p.m. Ticket prices
were discussed.

A motion was made by Al
Shusterman, 2nd by Lolan Ellis
to set advance ticket prices at
$15 for CBAmembersand §17
for the general public with chil-
dren 16 and under 172 price.
All tickets at the door will be
$17 each. Motion carried.

CBA Spring Campout — Al
suggested the weekend of April
23-25, 1999 at the Fairgrounds
in Colusa for the 1999 Spring

Campout. A brief discussion
followed.

A motion was made by Al
Shusterman, 2nd by Mary
Runge o hold the CBA Spring
Campoutat the Fairgrounds in
Colusa, CA on the weekend of
April 23-15, 1999. Camping
fees to be $15 for RVs and §10
for tents. Motion carried.

B. Bob Thomas reported on Sac-
ramento Area CBA Activities —
he said that there were 67
people at the December Gos-
pel jam in Folsom.

Bob also reported that he
had been contacted by the
Northern Nevada Bluegrass As-
sociation and thanked for par-
ticipating in the December
picking party and weekend at
Cal Lodge. The Nevada asso-
ciation has suggested another
such event in the same loca-
tion in July. Bob said that he
would pursue the idea and re-
port back to the Board.

Bobwasasked if the Colfax
4th of July event was planned
for 1999. Bob said that the
Colfax Chamber of Commerce
appeared to be interested in a
joint event for 1999 and he
would report dewils as they
are confirmed.

C. Matt Dudman reported on the
South Bay CBA Activities. He
passed around a copy of his
first SBCBA Newsletter (Janu-
ary 1999). Mary Runge asked if
copies could be mailed to all
Board members in the future.
Matt agreed.

Mattreported on the April
16th Continental Divide and
Fox Family concert to be held
at the Palo Alto Unitarian
Church, 505 E. CharlestonRd.,
in Palo Alto, CA. Mattasked for
guidance on the ticket prices
for the concert and a brief dis-
cussion followed.

A motion was made by
Lolan Ellis, 2nd by J.D. Rhynes
to set the ticket prices for the
April 16th concert at $16 for
CBA members and $18 for the
general public (inadvance) and
$18 for all adults at the door.
Children’s tickets will be 1.2
price when accompanied by a
paid adult admission. Motion
carried.

D. CBA 1999 Fall Campout —
Suzanne Denison reported that
she had received two e-mail
letters from CBA members re-
garding ihe combining of the
CBA Fall Campout with the
Feather River Fiddle Jamboree
in Marysville. Several Board
membersand Bob Thomas said
that they had received phone
calls from members on the
same issue. Most of the input
from members was against the
combined event. Ageneral dis-
cussion followed. It was the

consensus of the Board that
the event would be held in
Marysville in 1999 to try it out
and it may be changed next
year,

5. Conflict of interest Statement —
Matt Dudman has agreed to draft
the legal aspects of a Conflict of
Interest Statement for consider-
ation by the Board.

New Business

1. Contract with Denison Desktop
Publishing — Suzanne Denison
reminded Board members that
the contract between the CBA
and Denison Desktop Publishing
was due for review at the Febru-
ary meeting.

2. Use of CBA Logo — There has
been a request asking permis-
sion to use the CBAlogoon prod-
ucts for sale. Aftera brief discus-
sionitwas decided thatthe Board
would have to review the items
before permission would be
granted.

. Adding Footworks to the 2000
Festival line-up — Carl Pagter re-
ported that the group Footworks
(Formerly the Fiddle Puppets)
had been contacted per the
Board’s request 1o determine
what kind of performance fee
they would ask. He asked the
Board to view a video tape of the
group before they discussed the
item further. An intermission
followed during which the video
tape was viewed.,

A discussion followed during
which the following items were
discussed: (1) problems with the
size of the CBA’s clogging stage
and the kind of dancing displayed
on the video; (2) dancing sur-
face; (3) problems with sound
reinforcementwere also brought
up.

Carl was asked to discuss the
Board'’s concerns with Footworks
and reportback at the next meet-
ing.

4. Secretary — Lolan Ellis made a
nomin~tion 2nd by Don Denison
to name Sue Van Enger as Secre-
tary contingent upon her mem-
bership in the CBA. Motion car-
ried.

5. The February meeting was sched-
uled for Sunday, 14,1999 at
12:30 p.m. at John Duncan’s
home in Sacramento.

Meeting wasadjournedat4:35p.m.

e

Editor's note: CBA memers
are invited and encouraged to at-
tend the monthly meetings of their
elected Board of Directors. The
meetings are normally beld on the
second Sunday of each month (ex-
cept June) in the bomes of various
Board members. Date and time of
the meeting is always printed on
page 2 of the Bluegrass Breakdoun,
or call the CBA office at 209-293-
1559 to check on date and loca-
tion. Suzanne



A Big Palo Alto Bluegrass Weekend April 16-17

By Michael Hall

Palo Alto area bluegrass fans
should plan to attend back-to-back
nights of great bluegrass on Friday-
Saturday, April 16-17. Eddie &
Martha Adcock, Continental Divide,
The Fox Familyand The David Thom
Band will make this 2 bluegrass
weekend to remember!

The concerts will take place at
the Palo Alto Unitarian Church, 505
East Charleston Road (near
Middlefield Road) in Palo Alto. On
Friday night, the California Blue-
grass Association will presenta 7:30
P.M. show with Continental Divide
and The Fox Family. Info: (530)
318-4455.

On Saturday night, Redwood
Bluegrass Associates (with SCBS)
will presentan 8:00 P.M. show with
Eddie & Martha Adcock and The
David Thom Band. Info: (650) 691-
9982.

Theblockbuster concert week-
end reflects the growing popularity
of bluegrass in Northern California
and the related growth of bluegrass
concert presenters. Long-suffering
fans of the music — used to search-
ing for a single night of good music
on a2 weekend — will now have the
luxury of going out to see a top
bluegrass concert two nights in a
row.

The California Bluegrass Asso-
ciation has formed a brand new
South Bay Branch, which will add
to the bluegrass events already pro-
duced in the area by SCBS, RBA,
Grass In The Grove, Fiddling
Cricket, and many others. The next
CBA event will feature "brother
duet"-style acts on June 13th in
Morgan Hill.

A fat weekend concert sched-
ule is good for bluegrass music,
good for musicians, and very good
for fans — but it won't be good for
either of SCBS' sister nonprofit or-
ganizations unless the fans turn out
to see BOTH SHOWS. Without fan
support, opportunities like this one
will promptly disappear.

The long-announced Adcock/
Thom show on Saturday night de-
serves our support as part of a fi-
nancially-shaky season of high qual-
ity concerts presented by RBA. In
fact, fan support of the April 17 RBA
show may be essential to a continu-
ation of the series in future years, as
RBA tends to run with limited cash
reserves.

Likewise, the CBA effort with
Continental/Fox on Friday night
deserves our support as part of a
new venture for the club that will
bring even more bluegrass to the

local scene. No doubt, future South
Bay CBA endeavors will be booked
after consultation with SCBS (at
our usual price, free!). Despite cre-
ating a crowded weekend, the CBA
has brought us a fine show. The
success or failure of this concert
will largely determine CBA's enthu-
siasm for future, better-timed,
shows.

So, bluegrass fans — we really,
really need you to take advantage of
this rare opportunity by coming
out for BOTH shows. Fan support
for TWO shows on the weekend of
April 16-17 will determine the fate
of two bluegrass concert series that
could help keep this area knee-
deepinbluegrass foryears tocome.
IfRBA cannot pay the bills, itwill go
under; if CBA has a losing concert,
it may decide to focus on other
areas of the state. These are NO
MISS concerts! — BOTH of them.

Eddie Adcock and Martha
Adcock are pioneers of contempo-
rary bluegrass music. Eddie was
recently inducted into the IBMA's
Hall Of Honor as a member of the
Hall's firstever "second generation”
band — The Country Gentlemen.
So, after Bill, Lester & Earl, Mac,
Jimmy, Don & Red, Jim & Jesse and
Bobby & Sonny, comes Eddie's star

at Owensboro. Eddie Adcock is a
master guitarist who transformed
bluegrass banjo by tuning his ax
like a guitar and creating his own
style. The Adcock banjo style is one
of only three in the business, along
with the Scruggs and Reno schools.
Martha Adcock is one of the best
rhythm guitar players in bluegrass.
Both sing beautiful high & lone-
some vocals. The Adcocks have gone
throughseveral formations over the
years (Talk Of The Town, The Eddie
Adcock Band). The current duetact
is the best.

Continental Divide is built
around the inspiring vocals of David
Parmley, former star of the Blue-
grass Cardinals, top-rank guitarist
and a California favorite. Banjoist
Elmer Burchett has replaced Scott
Vestal in the current lineup, but the
band's distinctive instrumental
sound is unchanged. The band has
been absent from the South Bay
area for far too long.

The Fox Family offers the most
powerful female duet in bluegrass
history: Kim Fox on lead and her
sister Barb on harmony. The band
features familiar bluegrass tunes
mixed with many excellent Kim Fox
originalsongs. The New York-based
band last played Palo Alto as a part

of the IBMA's western bluegrass
conference and was well-received.

The David Thom Band may
well be the best traditional blue-
grass band in the Bay Area. The
young Marin group offers good
looks for their youthful fans and
powerful instrumentals with paint-
peeling high & lonesome vocals for
the restof us. The DTBbuzz has just
begun to sweep the Bay Area — it's
about time you saw them live if you
have been left out!

So, remember folks, it's BOTH
SHOWS: Eddie & Martha Adcock
with David Thom opening. §15
SCBS members (advance mail or-
ders only), $16 advance (mail,
phone, in persony), $20 (atthe door);
RBA, PO Box 390846, Mountain
View, CA. 94039-0846; info about
otherticket purchase options: (650)
691-9982. Continental Divide and
The Fox Family: $ 16 CBA members
(advance only), $18 non-members
or at the door, children under 16
half-price when accompanied by
paying adult; Matt Dudman, South
Bay CBA, 1009 Acacia Lane, Davis,
CA95610. For further information,
call 530-318-4455, or E-mail:
SouthBayCBA(@ Yahoo.com;

See you on Friday and Satur-
day nights!

Redwood Bluegrass Associates and the Santa Cruz Bluegrass Society present

REDWCADD
BLUEGRASS

ASSOCIATES

Information:
(650)-691-9982
or
http://www.rba.org/

Credit card orders: call Back Home
Music at 1-800-746-8863 (a small
service charge will apply).

Mail orders to Redwood Bluegrass
Associates, P.O. Box 390846,
Mountain View, CA 94039-0846
(enclose a business-sized SASE).
Tickets also available at Gryphon
Stringed Instruments, 211 Lambert
St., Palo Alto, (650)-493-2131.

Children (5-12) are ¥z price.

Eddie and Martha Adcock
Opening: David Thom Band
Pioneering contemporary bluegrass

Saturday, April 17, 1999

8:00 PM (doors open 7:30)

Palo Alto Unitarian Church
505 E. Charleston Rd., Palo Alto

SCBS members: $15

(advance mail order only)

Advance tickets: $16

Tickets at the door: $20

Laurie Lewis
with Tom Rozum and Todd Phillips
Award-winning singing

Friday, May 7, 1999
8:00 PM (doors open 7:30)

Palo Alto Unitarian Church
505 E. Charleston Rd., Palo Alto

SCBS members: $19

(advance mail order only)

Advance tickets: $20
Tickets at the door: $24
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Bluegrass News Notes

CBA Member News Notes
After reading the article about
where our members live in the Feb-
ruary issue of this publication, CBA
member Freida Boop of Tracy con-
tacted us. She and her husband are
interested instarting bluegrass jams
or picking parties in their area,
Anyone interested in participating
can call them at 209-836-4808.

¥,

Band & Artists News Notes

Congratulations...

Congratulations to Jerry and
Debbie Crain on the birth of their
son, Jerry Wayne Crain Jr. Jerry
Jr. arrived at the Baptist Hospital in
Pensacola, Florida weighing 8 Ibs.
And 13 oz. Jerry is the bass player
with the Sand Mountain Boys who
will be performing at the CBA’s
24th Annual Bluegrass Festival this
June. Let’s see now... Grandpa
Wayne Crain plays guitar; Jerry's
brother James plays banjo; Kenny
Townsel plays mandolin; and Jason
Barie is on fiddle — maybe we’ll see
a dobro player named Crain with
the band someday!

)

Mountain Laurel releases
new CD in February
by Bob Thomas

On Sunday, February 14, in
Grass Valley, the legendary Ralph
Stanley came to what some called
the CD release party for Grass
Valley's own Mountain Laurel.
Mountain Laurel opened the show
and didagreatjob. They performed
several numbers from their new
CD, and respectfully stayed clear of
Stanley’s material. Ralph Stanley
and the Clinch Mountain Boys
followed and “were just as good.”
Then came the rush to the Moun-
tain Laurel table to buy the NEW
CD.

I have tosay it is just excellent.
Band members are Pete Siegfried
on mandolin, Ken Nilsson on gui-
tar, Rick Grant on fiddle, Paul
Siese on banjo, and Doug Bianchi
on bass. The CD has 13 songs and
four of them are original songs by
the band members.

Standout performances, in my
humble opinion, are the first cut,
"Time to Call My Own", written by
Pete Siegfried and Ken Nilsson;
Pete’s lead is great on "Love Oh
Love, Please come home", as is
Paul’s banjo break; the lead and
harmonies on "Can't YouHear Me
Calling" are truly hair raising. Ken’s
guitar work is excellent through-

out, and Pete does an outstanding
job singing lead on "Coal Tatwoo".

Guest Kathy Barwick Fox adds
some very tasteful dobro work on
fourcuts. The musicianshipis clear,
dynamic, and supportive of the nice
tight vocals. There is plenty of fire
in Paul’s banjo, and chop in Pete’s
mandolin. This is an album that
traditional bluegrass fans will feel
comfortable with, and vet it adds
new well-written material to the
genre'. Their version of Little
Maggie is as good as it gets.

I believe the Sacramento area
should be proud that there are three
local bluegrass bands (Past Dueand
Playable, Slate Mountain,and Moun-
tain Laurel) with recent recordings
outand available. I hope we’ll also
see one from Big Valley Band in the
not too distant future.

o

New fiddler for Quicksilver
Doyle Lawson and Quicksil-
ver have a new fiddle player, Doug
Bartlett of Salwille, Virginia. Doug
played most recently with Tina Adair
and before that with James King.
Doug is originally from New York.
In addition to his outstanding fid-
dling, he also sings and adds a fifth
voice to the band.
Congratulations are in order
for Doyle Lawson who will cel-
ebrate 20 years of performing as
Doyle Lawson and Quicksilver on
April 2, 1999. He founded the first
edition of the band in Greenville,
South Carolina. The band played
their first show at Buddy's Barbe-
cue in Knoxville, Tennessee in June
of 1979. Although the band per-
sonnel has changed through the
years, thegroupalways sounds won-
derful and delivers audience pleas-
ing performances wherever theyap-
pear! Happy 20th Anniversary,

Doyle!

Musicians needed for
Canadian show

We received the following mes-
sage via e-mail from Shelah
Weinreich on February 25th. I'm
not sure if musicians are still
needed, however, anyone inter-
ested may want to call to find out.
The message is:

“Needed: mandolin and gui-
tar player for musical show. Read
Music: No, but it would help.
Where: British Columbia. When:
Rehearsals July 13 - Aug 4; Perfor-
mances July 13 to Aug 29; Shows:
Caravan Farm Theater; 6 days a
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week, shows are at night 1 1/2 hr.
Particulars: $260 a week plus
room and board (don't know if US
or Canadian $3). They do their
shows at the Caravan Farm in
Armstrong, BC; the actors and the
musicians are going to live at the
farm for the show. The music is
80% written for the show.”
Interested musicians should
contact Estel at 250-546-8533 or
Gord Acri at 250-542-1867 for de-

o

Record Company
News Notes....

Old-Time Music Breaks
New Ground

Acoustic Disc announces the
release of “Stories the Crow Told
Me", the first solo release by John
Cohen, an original member of the
New Lost City Ramblers and a long-
time proponent of old-time music.

The 23 selections on this al-
bum offer over an hour of tradi-
tional melodies performed by John
(vocals, banjo, guitar) with help
from co-producer David Grisman
(mandolin, tenor banjo, guitarand
autoharp) and old friends Sue
Draheim (fiddle) and Jody Stecher
(fiddle, banjo and guitar).

John helped found the New
Lost City Ramblers, who have cham-
pioned old-time music for 40 years.
He’s also an acclaimed folklorist,
photographer and film maker who
has produced numerous recordings
and films of traditional music from
all over the world.

Thealbum includes “Rambling
Hobo,” “Dark Holler,” “Chittlin’
Cookin’ Time in Cheatham County”
and others, recorded with authen-
tic flavor and new vitality, making
Stories the Crow Told Me a rich re-
telling of timeless tales.

For information on Stories the
Crow Told Me or other Acoustic
Disc recordings, you can contact
them at P.O. Box 4143, San Rafael,
CA94913; phone 800-221-DISC; or
visit their web site at <www.dawg

net.com>.

Doobie Shea Sessions
bu Debbie Austin

Thanks for the overwhelming
response toJeanette Williams’solo
project! We've had e-mails from
literally all over the world, with
positive feedback from the song
selection, outstanding lead and har-

mony vocals by Jeanette, Dan
Tyminski and Gena Britt, to the
beautiful 4-color CD booklet.
Jeanette’s project was released Feb-
ruary 23rd to over 1,000 bluegrass
radio stations and record review-
ers. If you are an Acoustic/Blue-
grass radio station and did not re-
ceive Jeanette’s promo, please re-
spond to radio(c@ doobieshea.com

Mountain Heart now has a
new website! Please visit Barry
Abernathy, Steve Gulley, Jimmy
VanCleve, Johnny Dowdle and Alan
Perdue at http://www.blueridge
.net/~johnny/ The guys would love
to hear from you and they have a
guest book to leave messages...
please stop by and say hello! Many
thanks to Bluegrass Now Magazine
and Jon Weisberger for the cover/
feature article devoted to Mountain
Heart in the recent March issue.

Scottie Sparks (hutp:/www.
doobieshea.com/scottie.htm) has
finished his solo project and it will
hitthe streets March 3 1st. Scottie is
joined by Tim Austin, Rhythm Gui-
tar; Dan Tyminski, Mandolin &
Harmony Vocals; Craig Smith,
Banjo, Finger Style Guitar; Barry
Bales, Bass; Aubrey Haynie,
Fiddle(s); Lou Reid and Dwight
McCall, Harmony Vocals. There’s
some awesome new material on
this project written by Ronnie Bow-
man, Tim Stafford and Keith Tew,
aswellas some older cldssic Stanley
material.

DSR recording artist Dan
Tyminski will sing “Take Your
Shoes Off Moses” with Alison
Krauss and Union Station on an
up-coming Dolly Parton television
special airing April Ist. The all
gospel special will be on TNN (The
Nashville Network).

“The Stanley Gospel Tradi-
tion - Songs About Our Savior”
(onDoobie Shea Records) has been
nominated by the AFIM (Associa-
tion for Independent Music) for a
1999 Indie Award in the category of
Southern & Bluegrass Gospel. The
winnerwill beannounced May22nd
at the AFIM's annual convention
held this year in Atlanta, Georgia.

Produced by the award-win-
ning team of Tim Austin and Dan
Tyminski, “Songs About Qur Sav-
ior” also recently won honors by
the International Bluegrass Music
Association (IBMA) this past Octo-
ber for 1998 Gospel Recorded Per-
formance of the Year. The project
is an all gospel follow-up to the
Grammy nominated Doobie Shea
release “The Stanley Tradition - Trib-
ute to 2 Bluegrass Legacy” in which
Austin and Tyminski assembled
nineteen top notch third genera-
tion players and singers and paid
tribute to music of The Stanley
Brothers, Ralph and Carter.

ﬁ)

Doobie Shea Studio News

Alan Bibey has begun a solo
project for Sugar Hill Records, pro-
duced by Ronnie Bowman. The
Grasshoppers will also start 2 new
project in Doobie Shea Studios this
month, produced by Tim Austin.
IlIrd Tyme Out will mix their new
project in April for Rounder
Records. Lots of great bluegrass
sessions currently in work at Doobie
Shea, the studio is booked solid
through May!

o

Rounder artists win
GRAMMY Awards
Rounder Records artists were
honored atthe 4 1st Grammy Awards
which were held on February 24,
1999. The recipients and their
awards are:
*Best Bluegrass Album: Ricky
Skaggs and Kentucky Thunder,
“Bluegrass Rules!” (Rounder 0801)
* Best Country Collaboration with
Vocals: song: “Same Old Train”
from the album Tribute To Tradi-
tion by Clint Black, Joe Diffie, Merle
Haggard, Emmylou Harris, Alison
Krauss, Patty Loveless, Earl
Scruggs, Ricky Skaggs, Marty
Stuart, Pam liliss, Kandy Iravis,
Travis Tritt & Dwight Yoakam.
For _information about
Rounder Records artists, record-
ings, or to obtain a product catalog,
contact them at One Camp Street,
Cambridge, MA 02140; call 617-
354-0700; or visit their web site at
<www.rounder.com>.

A

Tricopolis Records new
release by Sheri Lee

Tricopolis Records has just
released a project by Sheri Lee.
Seven of the songs and are originals
by her are getting a lot of airtime on
the southern California radio sta-
tions.

Artists involved in the project
are: Sean Watkins and Sara Watkins
on mandolin and fiddle, Mike
Nadolson on lead guitar and har-
monies, David Richardsonon banjo,
guitar and harmonies, Dean Knight
on bass and harmonies and David
Dias on the Dobro.

Songs on the project include:
Jark in the Morning, Out of the
Blue, Coat and Hat, Darlin’ Come
Backto Me, Where will 1 Go, Flower
in the Desert, Julian, White River,
More Than Words Could Ever Say,
Pain of a Troubled Heart and May
He Be The Power.




Bluegrass News Notes

_ The CD was recorded at Com-
pact Recording Studios and pro-
duced by David Richardson. You
can visit the Tricopolis Website at
<www.tricopolisrecords.com> to
hear RealPlayer sound clips of this
CD.

Tricopolis is also proud to an-
nounce that they have also signed
“Bluegrass Etc..” for their next CD
project which should be released
by May.

For informationabout the Shari
Lee recording or other projects,
contact Tricopolis Records, 33261
Adelfa Street, Lake Elsinore, CA
92530, phone 909.678.0831 or
909.678.4415; or e-mail Mike
Nadolson at <mnflatpick(

kelp.net>.

Wind River Records
launched in Illinois

Folk Era Records, the re-
nowned 10-year-old independent
record label based near Chicago,
launched its long-awaited new im-
print, Wind River Records on Feb-

Bluegrass Masters:
- 0

.  Joe Weed & Highland Studio
(408) 353-3353
...We know acoustic music!

Concerned about how your duplicator
may “master” your precious recordings?

Let us make you the master you need,

ruary 23, 1999. The label will kick
off with a selection of new releases
and re-issues from some of today'’s
hottest contemporary artsts.

“I'm proud to say that we've
alreadysigned some of the country’s
most talented and acclaimed ar-
ists,” said lan Shaw, Managing Di-
rector of Wind River. Among the
label’s first releases will be Cosy
Sheridan’s “Grand Design”; guitar
virtuoso Jack Williams® “Across the
Winterline”; David Roth’s “If You
Can Fly”; and “Innocent When You
Dream”, 2 new release from Lisa
Moscatiello.

The label’s primary focus will
be contemporary acoustic-based
music. For more information on
Folk Era/Wind River Records, or to
receive further information, write
to: Folk Era Productions, Inc. 705S.
Washington St., Naperville, IL
00540-6654; telephone 630-637-
2303; FAX 630-416-7213; E-mail:
< folkear@ folkera.com> or
< windriver(@folkera.com>.

A

with GUARANTEED sound.

AcuTab 2nd Annual Banjo
Seminar set for Memorial
Day weekend

AcuTab is delighted to an-
nounce our second Banjo Seminar,
to be held in Roanoke Virginia over
the 1999 Memorial Day Weekend
(May29-31). The eventwill be held
at the Roanoke Airport Marriott
Hotel in their large, comfortable
Conference Theater.

We are especially pleased to
announce our faculty for this semi-
nar: Sonny Osborne and J.D.
Crowe!

The seminar weekend will not
only feature more than 20 hours of
intensive lecture, instruction and
demonstration but also a concert
Sunday night with The Osborne
Brothers and J.D. Crowe & The
New South. In addition to Sonny
and ].D., guest instructors will in-
clude John Lawless of AcuTab, ban-
joist/historian Bill Evans and banjo-
ist and instrument craftsman Steve
Huber.

The registration fee is $300
and includes admission to all semi-
nar sessions, the concert Sunday
evening and a catered lunch each
day the seminar is in session. The
Seminar is sponsored in part by

Acoustic Musician Magazine and
ibluegrass.com.

More details, including curricu-
lum and registration information,
canbe found on thewebat:: <http:/
/www.acutab.com/seminar>

The Osborne Brothers/New
South show will be held at William
Byrd High School in nearby Vinton,
VA at 8:00 p.m. on May 30 and is
open to the public. Tickets are §18
(820 at the door) and are available
from AcuTab or any Ticketmaster
location. The concert is co-spon-
sored by WSLC 610-AM and The
Roanoke Fiddle & Banjo Club with
a portion of the proceeds going t¢
the club.

More demils on the concert
can be found at: <htp://www.
acutab.com/seminar/concert.

html >

Bluegrass World NetRadio

announces new hours
BWNRadio (Bluegrass World

NetRadio) (BMI and ASCAP li-

censed) is now established (as of -
February 28, 1999) and playing
Bluegrass Music on the internet 24
hours a day/7 days a week.

If you would like to hear your
music on Bluegrass World NetRadio
send CD to Bluegrass World, P.O.
Box 7170, Jefferson City, MO 65102
You may listen to BluegrassWorld
NetRadio at http://www.ishowme.
com/netradio

—

If you have news which
might be of interest to
Bluegrass, Old-time and
Gospel Music fans, please
send it to:

Suzanne Denison, Editor
Bluegrass Breakdown

P.O. Box 9

Wilseyville, CA 95257

FAX to0 209-293-1220

or E-mail to:
cbawpn(@volcano.net

featuring Tim O’Brien wiDarell Scot

Salamander Crossing

Joel Mabus ¢ Katzenjammers

The Cajun Coyotes * Cronan
Spiral Bound * Patrice Ka'ohi

Band Scramble and more...

Workshops © Camping * Jamming * Open Mikes

Wild Iris Productions and KZYX&Z

present The 7th Annual

June 4, 5, 6

at the Mendocino County Fairgrounds
in Boonville
co-sponsored by KRCB 91.1FM
Sonoma County Public Radio

You’ll get a free proof to play on your
CD player at home !!

Accepted at all US duplicators
Send your project to

Highland Studio

for mastering by Joe Weed

Folk Dancing * Cng‘f‘s o Kids Activities

2-day w/camping 540 I-day w/camping $25

2-day w/o camping $30 I-day w/o camping $20
Teens/Seniors - Half Price  Kids under 12 Free
Ticker prices will be higher at gate

= onc 2142

For information and rticke: orders call 707-895-3439
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Bluegrass Folks — Dave and Mary Runge

by Bill Wilhelm

With rare unavoidable excep-
tions, the CBA is run by volunteers,
dedicated people who work count-
less hours to make everything work.
It would be difficult to find anyone
more dedicated and giving of them-
selves to make our organization
functionas itdoes than the Runges.
(run - gees)

For example, to get an inter-
view with them, I had to break them
away from the CBA booth at the
Colorado River Bluegrass festival at
Blythe which they had set up and
were operating after having driven
hundreds of miles down from their
home in Petaluma.  This is the
same thing they do at lots of other
festivals. The reasons for this booth
are to promote our organization,
make it better known and sign up
new members. .

So, to get better acquainted
with Dave, we find he is a native to
Petaluma. Yep, he was born and
raised on a farm there. He was the
youngest of three and his father
died when Dave was 7. Then there
were some difficult years, as they
had to struggle for survival. He
grew up listening 1o and liking the
old country music, so bluegrass fell
right in line for him when it came
onto the scene.

Mary was born in Kansas and
moved with her family to Sacra-
mento when she was 14. Even then
she loved country music and there
was lots of itaround Sacramento at
thattime. She recalls going towhere
it was played, especially to Wills’
Point, Bob Wills’ big night club in
Sacramento at the time. Mary re-

members many nights of dancing
there and at several of the other
country music night spots in the
area.

Like Dave, she had no diffi-
culty accepting bluegrass as it came
onto the scene. She went to
Petaluma to visit relatives and liked
the rural atmosphere so well she
soon moved there. To make a long
story short, she met Dave, and they
were married. They had two daugh-
ters, Amber and Timber, both of
whom are now grown up. Mary
preferred to be a homemaker and
be there for her daughters as they
grew up while Dave made a living
with a civil service job from which
he is now retired.

David is enjoying his retire-
ment and the time he has to do
things he has always wanted to do.
The grapes were just not there these
last couple of years, but when they
are available he makes a sizable
amount of wine each year. Some of
the equipment was of his own mak-
ing, as Dave is clever with mechani-
cal challenges, able to design, make
and repair most anything. | know
this first hand, as not only have |
had some of his wines, but I was
there and played a small part in
helping him make a batch one time,
several years ago. Oh, ves, he has
entered his wines in contests and
won medals and ribbons for them.
Those fortunate enough to have
been to the International Bluegrass
Music Association’s big annual
events in Kentucky will remember
the delicious wines, free of charge
at the bar at the CBA hospitality

room. Dave is not one to brag, but
[ can tell you, it was courtesy of not
only the CBA, but also of Dave
Runge.

Daughter Amber decided to go
into the catering business and
started resurrecting an old collapsed
building with only 3 walls standing.
Daddy came to the rescue and to-
tally rebuilt the place including the
plumbing and electricalsystem. He
really made it a neat operation
where she now runs a successful
catering business. And guess what
- one of her employees is mama.
Yes, Mary works there, as if she had
nothing else to do.

Not many people could keep
up with Mary. She is also fully
supportive of Dave. He is also an
avid hunter, nowadays going out
only for birds such as ducks, quail
and pheasants. He belongs 1o the
local Shriners' Hunting Club. Mary
is likewise involved assisting in the
cooking of huge dinners for hoards
of hungry hunters and their fami-
lies at their social events.

Mary has been on the CBA
Board of Directors for 12 years,
serving as membership vice presi-
dent. During her tenure, the mem-
bership has grown from about 600
to over 2600. This amounts to a lot
of work and she does itall by hand,
(look, mom, no computer) at her
desk. She accepts the dues, keeps
track of it all, makes the cards out
and mails them. She has developed
a unique renewal notice system.
She keeps files on various other
CBA information which Dave helps
her with. Their mailman probably

wakes up screaming in the middle
of the night.

Dave is the CBA's Festival Ad-
vance Ticket Sales coordinator, a
big job in itself. He wrote the
present procedures for elections of
directors and is responsible for the
video portion of the band selection
process. It has always been done
with audio recordings, but he pro-
posed a plan to use video tapes as
well. Dave also worked with a
former T-shirt concessionaire to
obtain permission to use the design
for the CBA’s official logo. Even
this was no small job when you
consider that authorization had o
be obuined from attorneys of oth-
ers with similar designs, including

Mary and David Runge

the late Jerry Garcia of “The Grate-
ful Dead” and Bluegrass Unlimited
magazine.

Musicians on the road, for the
most part miss out on a lot of good
home cookin’. They really don’t
have a chance to eat the way they
should. Mary and Dave have done
their best to keep them out of the
fast food shops and correct this,
preparing and serving delicious
home cookin’ to as many of them as
they can, right there in their
motorhome. [ don't know of any
who have ever turned her down.
Mary loves cooking for others and
says one of her goals inlife is to feed
starving musicians.

Volunteers needed for CBA's 1999 Bluegrass Festival

This is your opportunity to make new friends and become part of the CBA team this June in Grass Valley!

by Faye Downs
CBA Volunteer Coordinator

The time is drawing near and
there is music in the air, so I guess
it is high time I started actively re-
cruiting volunteers for the 1999
Father’s Day Festival in Grass Val-
ley. Many of you have indicated on
your new membershipapplications
or on your membership renewals
that you would be available to vol-
unteer. [ have your names on my
lists and T have sent these lists out to
the various coordinators so that they
canstart contacting youabouthelp-

However, | am sure that there
are many of you out there who
might like to find out what this
volunteering is allaboutand maybe
find a place where you could be of
some help. If this is the case please
read the following information and
then actonit atyour earliest conve-
nience.

1. If you think you would like to be
a part of seting up the stage

starting on Monday before the
festival or taking the stage back
down Sunday evening and Mon-
day morning after the music is all
over foranother year, please call
John Senior (530-877-1764) or
Faye Downs (707-552-6934).

2. Have you ever thought it might
be fun to work at the gate, meet-
ing all the folks as they come in
the gate, and starting their week-
end outwithasmile anda friendly
greeting? If you would like to be
a partof the gate crew, please call
Madelyn Ellis (510-521-6778) or
Faye Downs (707-552-6934)

3. Our new concessions coordina-
tor will be looking for friendly,
able bodied people to work in
the ice booth this year. In my
opinion, this is the best place to
start volunteering! It is where |
started and I had a great time.
Why not call Gene Kirkpatrick
(209-473-1616) or Faye Downs
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(707-552-6934) and give it a try?

4. There isa greatsitting down type
job waiting for you at Headquar-
ters, answering the CBA phone.
This is a very easy job, but a
necessary one when folks are try-
ing to get information about the
festival. Call Madelyn Ellis (510-
521-6778) or Faye Downs (707-
552-0934).

5. Another great place to spend
some time helping out at the
festival is the Children’s Program.
This program seems to grow each
year and there is always a need
for help. Remember, this is nota
day care situation. There are
planned activities throughout the
day, some arts and crafts and
some recreational. Ifyou like to
be a kid yourself once in awhile,
call Terry Ingrahm (510-521-
0475) or Faye Downs (707-552-
6934).

6. A new area for volunteers this
year is the “tents only” camping
team. Don Denison is looking
for volunteers to direct campers
to the RV or tent areas on the
fairgrounds. People are needed
from Monday morning, June 14
until Friday, June 18th. The task
is a pleasant way to meet other
campersand help folks getsettled
in to enjoy the Festival. If you'd
like to be part of the tent team,
call Don Denisonat209-293-1559
or Faye Downs (707-5526934).

7. Last, but most important, is the
Securityand Parking Crew. These
people walk the grounds, both
camping and stage areas, making
sure everyone is having a good
time, getting whatever assistance
they may need and feeling secure
with the whole festival. Please
call Yvonne Gray (209-951-3129)
or Faye Downs (707-552-6934).

However many hours you want
to volunteer, whatever area you
think youwould like tospend some
time in, you will be deeply appreci-
ated. Don’tmiss the opportunity to
see what really makes this fine fes-
tival work!

Thanks for reading this article.

We need your help...
Join the CBA
Festival Production Team!



DALE ANN BRADLEY

Old Southern Porches

On the much-anticipated followup to East Kentucky Morning
Dale Ann’s voice speaks for itself as she delivers another set
of superb vocals, great songs and all the enthusiasm that one
of the best female vocalists in all of music can muster!

VARIOUS ARTISTS

Bluegrass ‘99

The fifth release in this wildly successful series
unleashes another dozen high energy instrumentals,
played right to the limit by six of the best players

in modern Bluegrass!

IR e  JEFF AUTRY
| | Foothills

Jeff has been the guitar wizard on most of the Bluegrass ‘90s
albums. Here, he steps into the limelight with his own brand
of Bluegrass, flavored with country, jazz and even a little
swing. An absolutely essential album for guitar enthusiasts!

INECASTLE

RECORDING THE SIGHTS AND SOUNDS OF AMERICANA!

g Sk ?_ ﬁ For a free catalog, write to: Pinecastle Records ¢ Dept. cbb0499 « 5108 S. Orange Ave. * Orlando, FL 32809
© 1 1 1-800-473-7773 * 407-856-0245 * FAX 407-858-0007 » Web Site: http:/pinecastle.com « Email: info@pinecastle.com
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Lynn Morris, Laurie Lewis Head All-
Star Cast for Mariposa County
Bluegrass Festival May 14-16, 1999

by Joe Fox
Final preparations are under
way for the 8th Annual Mariposa
County Bluegrass Festival, May 14-
16 at the Mariposa County Fair-
grounds, sponsored by the Mari-
posa County Arts Council.
Heading the all-star lineup are
the Lynn Morris Band and Laurie
Lewis her Bluegrass Pals. Lynn
Morris was voted 1998 IBMA Fe-
male Vocalist of the Year, and her
husband, Marshall Wilborn (as a
member of Longview) received the
1998 IBMA Song of the Year and
Recorded Event of the Year awards.
Joining Laurie Lewis will be
her regular bluegrass pals, mando-
linist/guitarist Tom Rozum, Craig
Smith on banjo and the great Todd
Phillips onbass. (Foryouwhodon’t
know, Todd co-founded both the
David Grisman Quintet and the
Tony Rice Unit. His latest album,
“True Life Blues: A Tribute to Bill
Monroe” won the Bluegrass
Grammy in 1997.) Laurie, as every-
one knows, has twice won the IBMA
award for Female Vocalist of the
Year.
Rounding out thisstellarlineup
will be the Bluegrass Patriots, who
put on a knock-down performance
at Grass Valley last year; Lost High-
way, a huge hit at last year’s Mari-
posa Festival; the ever-popular
Witcher Brothers (who, by the way,
will be at Grass Valley this year);
crowd-pleasing Sidesaddle & Co.,
celebrating their 20th Anniversary,

and bayarea favorites, Brushy Peak,
who recently added the very tal-
ented fiddler, Karen Orozco. Many
of you will remember some of
Brushy Peak's great performances
at past CBA Father's Day Festivals.

The fun will start at 6 p.m.
Thursday evening with a Bar-B-Q
dinner and jam session, this year
featuring the Slide Mountain Boys,
one of Reno’s hottest bluegrass
groups. Bring your instrumentand
join right in!

Tickets for this event are avail-
able by calling (800) 903-9936.
Don’tdilly-dally, because these tick-
ets go fast!

The Mariposa County Fair-
grounds are located on Highway 49
just one mile south of the beautiful
gold rushtown of Mariposa. There’s
plenty of shade, and over 150 RV
and tentsites with hookups. Lots of
hot showers, too! Tickets can be
ordered from the ad on page 15 of
this month’s Breakdown, and re-
member-Kids 16 and under are
FREE with a paying -
adult.

As a new incentive this year, a
3-day pass includes an all-you-can-
eat country breakfast Saturday and
Sunday morning. Whata deal! So
mark your calendar and order your
tickets — you won’t want to miss
out on one of the “funnest” and
friendliest bluegrass festivals of the

year.

Lynn Morris and Marshall Wilborn
() and Laurie Lewis will be
appearing at the 1999 Mariposa
County Bluegrass Festival.

La Grange Fiddle and Banjo Contest

slated for May 2nd in California

Cactus Bob and Prairie Flower
invite you to join them for the an-
nual La Grange Fiddle and Banjo
Contest from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on
Sunday, May 2nd. The eventis held
at the historic old school house on
Floto Street in La Grange, Califor-
na.

Contestants will be competing
in the following categories: fiddle,
banjo, vocal, mandolin, guitar and
miscellaneous. There is a $40 first
prize in each category. Contestant
registration fee is $6 per person.

The Fiddle and Banjo contest
is part of the Oldtimers' Homecom-
ing Picnic held at the historic old
school house in La Grange. Other
activities include a Wild West

7th Annual Wild Iris Folk Festival slated for
June 4-6 in Boonville, California

The 7th Annual Wild Iris Folk
Festival is scheduled for June 4, 5,
and 6, at the Mendocino County
Fairgrounds in Boonville, Califor-
nia. The beautiful Anderson Valley
is the perfect setting for this small
festival which attracts nationally, as
well as regionally and locally, cel-
ebrated musicians.

On Saturday and Sunday, the
main stage will feature an assort-
ment of acoustic performances,
from traditional and contemporary
folk and bluegrass, to Celtic and
Cajun; from Saturday night's swing
dance to Sunday morning's gospel.
This weekend-long event offers
something for everyone.

Toppingoff this year’s program
on Sunday will be Tim O’Brien with
Darrell Scott. Tim O'Brien, found-
ing member of the Hot Rize blue-
grass band, no longer holds himself
to a single genre, but moves easily
from one to another — folk, blues,
jazz, rock, country, and bluegrass.

Salamander Crossing will bring
their high energy bluegrass and
newgrass to the stage both Satur-

day and Sunday. Kawzenjammers,
with their unique style of swing
blues, will be featured at the Satur-
day nightswing dance, as well as in
an afternoon concert set earlier in
the day.

Singer-songwriter Joel Mabus
will be there to deliver his “Hope-
lessly Midwestern” humor and in-
sight. Cronan, from the San Fran-
cisco Bay area, will provide a mix of
traditionaland contemporary Celtic
music. From nearby Sonoma
County, Spiral Bound will bring
their own style of folk and Celtic
music. Mendocino County singer/
songwriter Patrice Ka'ohi brings a
Hawaiian flavor to her upbeatorigi-
nal tunes. New to the festival this
year will be a2 Band Scramble. Put
your name in a hat, bands will be
formed by random drawing and the
winning group will perform on the
main stage. It all gets started on
Friday night with a Contra Dance,
with music provided by Sonoma
County’s Stump Tail Dog.

Away from the mainstage, there
will be workshops with perform-
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ers, open mikes and plenty of op-
portunity for jamming. A crafts fair,
activities for kids, and some folk
dancing will round out the week-
end. Food and drinks will be sold
on site as well as in the town of
Boonville, an easy walk from the
fairgrounds. Camping is offered on
the fairgrounds as well, with hot
showers and hook-ups available.

The 7th Annual Wild Iris Folk
Festival is being co-sponsored by
KZYX (90.7 FM) and KZYZ (91.5
FM), pubic radio for Mendocino
County. Advance tickets for the
weekend are $40 with camping or
$30 non-camping and can be pur-
chased in advance by calling 707-
895-3439. Single day and half day
tickets are also available. “Credit
card orders are welcome.

The festival is also being spon-
sored by KRCB, 91.1 FM, Sonoma
County Public Radio, Skip Gibbs
Company, Scarffenberger Cellars,
KMUD public radio in Garberville
and Savings Band of Mendocino
County.

PE FOWER— Also known as one Sourdough Slim’s

R - ik "

Saddle Pals, Christine Stevenson is pictured during a recent
performance in the 1998/99 Winter Yeow concert series.

Shootout, Village Blacksmith dem-
onstration, a2 Craft Fair and Bake
Sale, and the Goldstrike Raffle with
a first prize of an 1849 $10 gold
coin. Raffle tickets are $ 1 donation.

La Grange, one of California’s
earliest Goldrush settlements was
founded in 1848 on the banks of
the Tuolumne River. The town is
located 30 miles eastof Modesto on
Hwy 132 and 30 miles north of
Merced on Hwy J-59.

Photo by Howard Gold.

The Annual La Grange
Oldtimers’ Homecoming Picnic is
sponsored by the La Grange Im-
provement Association and Volun-
teer Fire Department. Admission is
free to the public.

Cactus Bob and Prairie Flower
will be hosting a Saturday night jam
session. Forinformation or contest
registration, contact Christine
Stevenson at 209-853-2128.



The California Bluegrass Association Presents...

L:{% .o : .. -

Friday, April 16th and Saturday, April 17th -- in Two Locations...

Friday, April 16th — 7:30 p.m. (doors open at 6:45 p.m.) April 17 — 6:30 p.m. (doors open at 6:00 p.m.)
Palo Alto Unitarian Church Sunrise Community Church
505 E. Charleston Rd. 8321 Greenback Lane
Palo Alto, CA Fair Oaks, CA
General Admission: $16 CBA members, $18 non CBA General admission: $15 CBA members; $17 non CBA members
members or at the door. Children under 16 1/2 price when or at the door. Children under 16 1/2 price when
accompanied by a paid adult admission. accompanied by a paid adult admission.
PALO ALTO TICKET ORDER FORM FAIR OAKS TICKET ORDER FORM
Please send me the following tickets for the April 16th CBA concert in Palo Alto: Please send me the following tickets for the April 17th CBA concert in Fair Oaks:
CBA Member Tickets @$16 each CBA Member # CBA Member Tickets @$15 each ~ CBA Member #

CBA Member Child Tickets @ $8 each
Non-Member Tickets @$18 each
Non-Member Child Tickets @ $9 each Total

CBA Member Child Tickets @ $7.50 each
Non-Member Tickets @$17 each
Non-Member Child Tickets @ $8.50 each  Total

Enclosed $ Enclosed $
Name Name
Address Address
City State. __.Zip City State _ _Zip
Phone Phone
Mail ticket order form, For information call 530-318-4455E-

Mail ticket order form, payment and a self-addressed, stamped
envelope to:
Al Shusterman For information, call 916-961-9511

payment and a self- mail: _Soutl{BayCBA_@Yahoo.com %
addressed, stamped envelope Or visit their web site at

to: <http://www.geocities.com/ :

South Bay CBA Nashville/5443/SouthBayCBA.html> 1—’;;1701:?3’“&"92?;8“
1009 Acacia lane T make checks payable to the Please make checks payable to the California Bluegrass Association
Davis, CA 95616 California Bluegrass Association
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After all these years —

Rick Shubb and Bob Wilson release new recording

By George Martin
T hrough the 1970s Bay Area
acoustic music fans were
privileged to hearat leastsemi-regu-
larly some of the most wonderful,
eclectic and tasteful music on the
planet when the Shubb Wilson Trio
(Rick Shubb, banjo; Bob Wilson,
guitar, and Markie Shubb, Rick's
then-wife, now Markie Sanders, on
bass) played the Freight and Sal-
vage Coffee House.

Rickand Bob played bluegrass
and old countrysongs and wonder-
ful jazz; not the percussion-crazed
jazz you hear a lot now, nor the far-
out squeaks and squawks of the
“progressive” wing of the jazz play-
ers of that time. They played jazz
like the late Stephane Grappelli
would have doneiit; first the melody
fairly straight, to sort of demon-
strate to theaudience what the song
was written tosound like, thenvaria-
tions, increasingly fanciful, musical
quotes from other songs, a gradual
return to the song as written, and
finally a nifty closing riff often fea-
turing parallel harmony lines on
banjo and guitar.

Their material was endlessly
inventive. Shubb was one of the
early exponents of melodic style
banjo, which he could integrate
seamlessly with Scruggs-based licks
and chord-based leads, and Wilson
was all over the map: octave leads,
Django Reinhart-style single string
stuff, even a sort of Travis picking
that he did by holding a flat pick in

sated banjo bridge, and eventually
theguitarand banjo capos thathave
resulted in a life in the manufactur-
ing business (see accompanying
story).

So the Shubb-Wilson record-
ing career went on hiatus, though
the two friends continued to play
for their own enjoyment. Now they
have completed a self-produced
compactdisk, “Rick Shubband Bob
Wilson: Bodega Sessions,” accom-
panied by bassist Charlie Warren.

The record grew out of the
occasional but intensive music ses-
sions the two longtime friends have
had together over the years. “Bob’s
a teacher, so we'd get together on
school holidays,” Shubb explained
one day in late February in the
office portion of his industrial build-
ing in Valley Ford, in west Marin
County. Shubb has a large “office,”
partly devoted to the usual desk
and such, but the rear portion has a
banjo and a couple of guitars and a
Macintosh computer and an ADAT
digital tape machine set up.

“For instance,” Shubb contin-
ued, “every winter, one or two days
after Christmas he’ll come overand
stay until almost New Year’s.” Be-
sides their love of music, Shubb
and Wilson share a fascination with
old movies, serials, radio dramas
and ‘B’ westerns. “You couldn’t
exactly callit nostalgia because most
of our favorite stuff is from before
we were born,” Shubb writes in the
liner notes for the CD.

“You couldn’t exactly call it nostalgia because most of our
favorite stuff is from before we were born,”

the normal fashion for the bass and
playing the melody notes with his
third and fourth fingers.

Wilson's playing reminded one
of Grappelli’s Quintet of the Hot
Club of Paris guitar sidekick per-
haps more than one would expect
due to the tonality of Wilson’s gui-
tar, a 1930s Selmer Macafferi not
unlike the one Django played.

The Shubb Wilson Trio made
one vinyl album in 1976 that was
recorded live at the Blaz Music
Festival in Portland, where Shubb
was living at the time. In those
years, Shubb had an ambition to be
a full-time musician. However Wil-
son had a good job, a wife, children
and a house, and wasn't ready to
chuck the whole thing to go on the
road.

Anditwasn'tlong before Shubb
invented the Shubb 5th String Capo
for banjo, and then the compen-

Burtheir days togetherinclude
a lot of music-making, too. “Bob
and I both have kind of an uncom-
mon attention span, for a given
song,” Shubb said. “Even if we are
just practicing, recording or not,
we'll stay on a song longer than
probably anybody you know and
notget bored with it. You could do
that in a studio but you are even
aware of the engineer’s attention
span when you stay on a song that

long.”
S hubb said he and Wilson may
only play together four times
a year, “but it's pretty intense.”
“We’'ll sometimes take only two or
three tunes, and play those. Notto
the entire exclusion of other tunes,
we'll hit some other tunes once,
just to keep inshape, make sure we
remember the arrangement. Butif
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we’ve got something in progress,
where we're trying to get an ar-
rangement we like, we’ll do one
song for three hours sometimes.”

That aspect of their musical
relationship led Shubb to buy the
recording equipment and do the
CD himself, rather than going into
a commercial studio.

“(That was) to buy myself the
luxury of time,” he said. “So that
didn’t feel like I was under the gun
when I was in the studio, watching
the clock and watching the pocket-
book. The guitar and banjo we did
athome on the ADAT (Warrenadded
the bass tracks in a Van Nuys stu-
dio). That gave us the opportunity
to very leisurely do retakes if we
weren't happy with what we had, or
to get ourselves into the proper
frame of mind, whatever it took to
get us to feel comfortable about
recording.”

In selecting material, Shubb
and Wilson mostly picked songs
they've been doing together a long
time. A few were resurrected tunes
that the pair had played years ago
but hadn’t done recently.

“We had worked up ‘Lover,
Come Back to Me,” years ago, and,
1think, never performed it,” Shubb
said. “I think we just made a tape of
it. When we started assembling
material it just seemed like thatone
would fit in nicely, so we went back
and learned it from our old tape.”

As it happened, the CD pretty
much ignores Shubb and Wilson’s
country repertoire. “We used the
more jazzy material for the sake of
continuity,” Shubbsaid. “There was
some stuff we’d been doing for a
long time we could have put on

Rick Shubb and Bob Wilson

there, and some that we actually
did record and not use, that was a
little countrier. When we put the
package together some of the
countrier things didn't fit as well.
So what we might do is record an-
other one where they fit in better,”
he said.

he CD starts with “Take the
Freight Train,” which is a

medley of train songs: a few bars of
Elizabeth Cotton's folk classic
“Freight Train” kicks off the track,
then Shubb and Wilson segue into
“Take the A Train,” detour with a
guitar break on“Chattanooga Choo
Choo,” touch base again on “A
Train,” then the “Atchison, Topeka
and the Santa Fe,” back to “A Train,”
and then fade out with another few
bars of “Freight Train.” All this is
put togetherseamlesslywitha won-
derful sense of musical fun.

Four of the fifteen tracks are
vocals. There is an amusing
“Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson,”
an obscure novelty song written by
lyricist Johnny Mercer and com-
poser Bernie Hanighen for the 1934
movie “Gambling." Then Wilson
does “Wrap Your Troubles in
Dreams” and “I Cried for You,” while
Shubb adds, “The Old Man of the
Mountain,” the title of which makes
it sound like a country song, but it
isn’t. (It’s actually 2 Cab Calloway
song Wilson and Shubb found on
an old “Betty Boop” animated car-
toon.)

Suchother 1930sand "40sstan-
dards as “Lullaby of Birdland” and
“Ain’'t Misbehavin” make up the
other tracks.

“Bob and I have been to vary-
ing degrees a hot issue or a luke-
warm issue or a non-issue depend-
ing on when you plugged into the
scene over all these years.” Shubb
said. “Butwe still take pretty much
the same approach we always did to

music. At one time it probably
seemed radical to people.

“Some people in the world of
bluegrass tend to think you only do
this a certain way, and if you don't,
you are my enemy. That's pretty
much gone now, and what we're
left with is what we always were.
Not particularly wanting to be icono-
clasts, but playing the music in the
style that we hear it, and exploring
what we feel is a2 unique combina-
tion of our two playing styles. It’s
still unique ...We're proud of it.”

Distribution of the record will
be a bit spotty. “How to sell it,”
mused Shubb when I he was asked
about it. “I wish I knew what the
best way was. I know about selling
capos; I'm really good at that. I put
it in our catalog, but that mostly
goes to distributors, and accesso-
ries are a real different line than
recorded music. But some of our
dealers carry recorded musicas well
as musical products.”

Shubb said County Records has
expressed an interest in stocking
the CD and he expects to approach
Down Home Music in El Cerrito.
But 1o be sure, you'd have to write
the Shubb Co.at PO Box 550, Valley
Ford CA 94972. Or phone (707)
876-3001. It's worth a stamp or a
phone call, I'd say.



Check out the New Deluxe Shubb Capo

The other news from the Val-
ley Ford world headquarters of
Shubb Capos is the Shubb Deluxe
capo, which was introduced nearly
a year ago.

The original Shubb capo was
non-adjustable for different guitar
necks. | remember the first one 1
bought worked well on my Martin
butwas a little loose when Isold the
D-28 and bought a Taylor, with its
slimmer neck. Generation 2 of the
Shubb capo had a little threaded
gizmo that allowed the tension on
the cam to be adjusted so the capo
would grip virtually anysize neckas
softly or as firmly as you choose.

The new Deluxe has a linle
wheel that replaces the domed plas-
tic cap screw that bears on the cam-
shaped clamping arm. The prin-
ciple is exactly the same, but the
action is even smoother, “like
buttah.”

The Deluxe lists for §29.95,
$11 more than the standard sells
for. You'll have to decide if it's
worth the extra money; you can
certainly see the added manufac-
turing cost for the wheel, its axle, a
little springy steel piece that the
wheel mounts on, and even a new
cam-shaped clamping arm that has
a little track routed in it for the
wheel to roll in. It's a beautiful
piece of workand will no doubt last
a lifetime, but except for the utter
smoothness of putting iton, I don’t
notice any difference in perfor-
mance. Still, when one is playing a
$3,000 banjo, what's 30 bucks?

Rick Shubb reported with some
delight that there are now more
than 1 million Shubb capos in exist-
ence, the milestone having been
passed last year,

“We had a big party celebrating
our 25th year in business, the sell-
ing of the millionth capo and the

SR

new CD, all of which happened to
coincide,” he said.

Shubb was aware that he was
nearing the million-caposales mark
and had a plan, but things didn’t
work out as he had hoped. “I was
actually planning to make one out
of solid gold,” he said. “I have a
jeweler friend who was going to
make one and we’d auction itoff to
the highest bidder, and time the
sale so it was our one-millionth
one.

“But then I took a closer look
at our records and realized we had
already surpassed the one-millionth
sale. So unless I wanted to falsify
the figures, which I didn’t want to
do, it was too late for that.”

Shubb was able to trace which
distributor had received the ship-
ment, and was pleased to find that
it was the company that had be-
come his first distributor, many
years ago, M&A Sales Co. in Mary-
land. The Shubb company now
deals with about 50 distributors
around the world, of which, Shubb
says, 20 or 30 are major ones.

Thisisallafar cry from 25 years
ago, when Rick was just a banjo
player who wanted a better way to
clamp his fifth string when he
capoed up to higher keys. The
spring-based fifth string capos on
the marketin those days didn’twork

A

verywell, and Shubb didn't like the
little HO gauge model railroad
spikes many players use much, ei
ther.

“1 tried to get some people
interested who were already in the
products business but I couldn’t
really get anyone's attention,” he
said. “It wasn’t until [ mentioned
the idea to one of my banjo stu-
dents, Dave Coontz, who is now my
business partner, that things started
to happen.”

Shubb showed Coontz the
drawings he had made of a poten-
tial capo, and Coontz, who was an
auto mechanic, made a crude pro-
totype, “just with a hacksaw and a
file, out of aluminum, I think,”
Shubb recalled.

“We put it on my banjo and |
was not the least bit reluctant o
justslapiton there, see if it works,”
he said. “Actually it did, although it
was clumsy and a bit bigger than it
needed to be, so we refined it.”

Several versions later, Shubb
had a capo that worked and looked
pretty good, and other players
started asking him to make more.
“So we just kind of snuck into busi-
ness; we never really set out to go
into business,” he said. “Iwouldn’t
say we really WERE in business,
more than a hobby, until the guitar
capo hit many years later. That
tookus from 2 mom and pop opera-
tion that we could both do easily in
ourspare time, toa business, where
we really had to take it seriously.

By the time Shubb and Coontz
came up with the compensated
banjo bridge, which was the first
time anyone had done that, and the
guitar capo, Coontz had moved back
to lowa, where he still lives. There

(Continued on Page 14)
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Cindy Hawkins is pictured applying the rubber padding to the capos in the Shubb Capo

Factory.

Ron Stanley
DoBRro

Lead and Harmony Vocals
Guitar

707-923-2603
Box 724
Garberville, CA 95542
email: stanley@humboldt.net

builders of Hendricks banjos

P.0. Box 1197
Pollock Pines, CA 95726
(530) 644-6891
repair, restoration, custom work_

http:// www.allenguitar.com

allen@allenguitar.com

GUITARS

ManpoLins
REsSoPHONICS
LUTHIER SUPPLIES

“Bunping ToMorrow'S
Correctase’s Topay”

(530)-346-6590

PO Box 1883 Colfax,CA 95713 USA

Visit our Shop,
Showroom

and Website

Large Selection
in Stock and
Custom Made

Color Catalog $3.00

OME Banjos

5680 Valmont Rd., Boulder, CO 80301

(303) 449-0041

www.omebanjos.com

Fax (303) 449-1809

Email: info@omebanjos.com

Bluegrass Breakdown , April, 1999 - Page 13




May is Worldwide Bluegrass Music Month

Bluegrass fans around the
world are making plans now to cel-
ebrate their favorite music through-
out the month of May: Worldwide
Bluegrass Music Month. A variety
of local activities will proclaim the
rich tradition and the growing popu-
larity of bluegrass music, as well as
introduce this American-born art
form to new audiences.

Although' bluegrass music is
rooted in the Southeast United
States, it became a nationwide phe-
nomenon during the folk boom of
the 1960’s. By the early ‘70’s, the
music was embraced by fans in Ja-
pan and Western Europe. Today
more than four million fans attend
500+ festivals in countries includ-
ing Australia, Finland, China, Rus-

Shubb capo

(Continued from Page 13)

he runs the factory that makes the
Shubb products and ships them to
California for finishing, packaging
and shipment.

Capos come already nickel

plated and need only the rubber

and plastic parts installed, and to
be packaged. The resonator guitar
steels come unplated, and are done
in chrome by a California shop.
Butitis the capos thatdrive the
company. They came out in 1980
and, said Shubb, “almost immedi-
ately changed the scope of our busi-
ness.”
“I didn't really do anything I
can remember to publicize it,” he
said. “We stuck a couple oflittle ads
in the only magazines we could
think of, Bluegrass Unlimited and
Pickin’. But mainly just word of
mouth, took that capo and made it
a big deal, for which I am grateful.
“Sometimes it’s still amazing to me
how the world just found it.”
*George Martin

sia, and the Czech Republic - which
actually claims more bluegrass
bands per capita than the state of
Kentucky.

Efforts to recognize the global
appeal of music began in the late
1980’s when bluegrass fans coordi-
nated efforts to host a variety of
special events in unconvetional
places in order to share the music
with new audiences. Impromptu
concerts have delighted listners in
airports, municipal parks,
governor’s mansions and many
schools.  Worldwide Bluegrass
Music Month has been celebrated
at major events from Vancouver to
Atlanta, Tokyo to London, and in-
spired a number of city and state-
wide proclamations.

In 1999, Worldwide Bluegrass
Music Month will once again kick
off the summer festival and touring
season for many artists.

The following is a checklist of
things that YOU can do to get ready
for Worldwide Bluegrass-Month
Checklist:

* Personally introduce a friend to
bluegrass by:
-making a gift of a bluegrass CD
or video.
-inviting them to a show or con-
cert.
-giving a gift magazine subscrip-
tion or membership.
* Hold a bluegrass jam session at:
-an airport terminal.
-a city park.
-a university campus or cafeteria.
-other non-traditional places.
* On the radio:
-plan a special program that fea-
tures international bands.
-plan a tribute to a well-known
local artist or person important
to bluegrass in your area.
-conduct telephone interviews for
broadcast on your local radio
show with artists scheduled to
perform soon in your area.

-feature live music in the studio,
if you have the facilities.

-write letters to local radio and
television stations thanking
them for programming blue-
grass music, or explaining to
them why they should. Request
an information packet from
IBMA on “How to Pitch Blue-
grass Music to Commercial Ra-
dio.”

* Set up displays about the history
of bluegrass music:

-in city buildings.

-public libraries.

-at airport terminals.

-in the classroom. Provide ideas
to teachers for bulletin boards
depicting the bluegrass story,
with local connections.

-on billboards or existing busi-
ness signs, about May being
Worldwide Bluegrass Music
Month.

* Encourage media coverage:

-Write feature articles or letters
to the editor at your local news-
paper about Worldwide Blue-
grass Music Month or other up-
coming local bluegrass events.

-Write to cable and satellite tele-
vision networks to thank them
for current bluegrass coverage,
and request more,

*Plan record store promotions
with:

-in-store artist visits.

-signage & endcap displays.
-sales on bluegrass recordings.

* Atyour local acoustic musicstore:

-have a sale on strings and other

acoustic accessories.
-offer one free first lesson on the
bluegrass instrument of choice.
-host a “How to Jam" workshop
for beginning music students.
* Write a thank-you note to:
-advertisers, sponsors and under-
writers for bluegrass events and
radio shows in your area.
-your favorite bluegrass bands.

CDs 3 for $20.00 ~ Various Music Tapes 5 for $20.00
eCountry ®Jazz ®Gospel ®Blues

Historic Downtown Mariposa, CA ~ 209-966-6271

eGuitars *Banjos
eViolins
. eHarmonicas

Win a Johnson
Resonator JR-400

GUITAR!
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-your local bluegrass radio broad-
caster.

-the promoter of your favorite
bluegrass festival.

-your IBMA board rep, with your
suggestions of how the organi-
zation can more effectively pro-
mote bluegrass music and also
how you would like to get in-
volved personally.

-your local newspaper entertain-
ment writer/reviewer who cov-
ers bluegrass music.

* Buy something at:

-your local retail record store that
stocks bluegrass.

-a sponsor’s business who un-

- derwrites bluegrass events and
radio shows in your area.

* Planan educational live bluegrass
presentation for:

-music classes at a local elemen-
tary school.

-your local community college
Music Appreciation class.

-Girl Scout or Boy Scout meet-
ings.

-the May meetings of local civic,
business or interest groups like
the Lions Club, Jaycees and Ro-
tary.

-residents of a nursing home or
senior groups at church.

-the children’s ward ata hospital.

-a local school for the handi-
capped.

* Consider joining:

-your local bluegrass association.

-IBMA. If you are already a mem-
ber, recruit someone else who
needs to be.

-the International Bluegrass Mu-
sic Museum as a student, indi-
vidual or family patron.

* Consider donating:

-bluegrass CDs to the music de-
partment of your local schools.
-bluegrass magazine subscrip-
tions to high school, college or
public libraries.

-a Bluegrass in the Schools Imple-
mentation Guide, along with the
Traditional American Music
video & lesson plan available
from IBMA to your child’s school
music department. Encourage
school leadership or the local
PTA to apply for an IBMA Blue-
grass in the Schools matching
grant for a live bluegrass educa-

_tional presentation.

-historic bluegrass music memo-
rabilia to the International Blue-
grass Music Museum.

-to your local public radio station
that programs bluegrass music,
and specify that you are a blue-
grass music fan.

* Organize:

-a bluegrass club at your local
high school or college.

-introductory group instrument
classes for children at school,
the Boys Club, or the Family Y.

-a proposaland contactyourstate
governor or city leadership
about officially designating May
as Worldwide Bluegrass Music
Month.

Editor’s note: Thanks to the Inter-
national Bluegrass Music Associa-
tion (IBMA) for this reminder on
Bluegrassa Month andhow we can
belp promote and celebrate it. For
furtber information on the IBMA
and its activities, write to: IBMA,
207 East 2nd Street, Qwensboro,
KY 42303 or call 502-684-9025.

Listing of Recording Projects Being
Compiled for 1999 IBMA Awards

When the professional mem-
bers of IBMA receive their first nomi-
nating ballot in June for the Inter-
national Bluegrass Music Awards ,

‘the ballots will be accompanied by

a reference list of recorded CD and
cassette projects known to have
been released during the eligibility
period established for this year's
awards.

IBMA is again providing this
informational service for members
who may not be familiar or have
access to actual release dates of
recordings, and we are requesting
the help of recording companies,
artists and producer members in
compiling the list.

To include a project on the
reference list send the following
information in writing for each re-
cording: Recording title. Featured
Artist/Group, Record Label, Cata-
log Number, Release Date (Month/
Day/Year).

To be eligible for the 1999 In-
ternational Bluegrass Music Awards

to be presented on October 21,
1999, in Louisville, Kentucky, a re-
cording project must have had its
first release between April 1, 1998,
and March 31, 1999.

Since IBMA will establish the
eligible recordings list before the
first ballots are printed and mailed,
your information must be received
atthe IBMA office in Owensboro no
later than April 15, 1999. Even if
you have sent IBMA information on
recordings in the past year, please
supply the specific information
again, since prior information may
not have established an exact re-
lease date.

Because this reference list will
probably notcontain every recorded
project released during the eligibil-
ity period, IBMA members are not
limited to titles on the list when
making their nominations.

Mail Information Before April
15 To: IBMA Awards Committee.
207 EastSecond Street, Owensboro,
KY 42303 or Fax: (502)686-7863.
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BLUEGRASS FESTIVAL
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ALSO FEATURING:
BLUEGRASS PATRIOTS + LOSTHIGHWAY
WITCHER BROTHERS + SIDESADDLE & CO. 4+ BRUSHY PEAK

cut here
S R
Please send the following tickets for Mariposa’s 8th GOLD RUSH BLUEGRASS FESTIVAL May 14-15-16
Quantity | Price | Total

% 3-Day Festival Pass (ordered/postmarked ON OR BEFORE May 5, 1999) $40 CH"—D REN

% 3-Day Festival Pass (ordered/postmarked AFTER May S, 1999) $45

Friday (May 14) only $16 16

Saturday (May 15) only $18 UNDER

Sunday (May 16) only $16

Saturday & Sunday (May 15 & 16) only $30 F R E E

Children under 16 FREE with paying adult $00

Total
RV w/Hook-up - $12 night Thurs @ Fri O sa O Total Nights Total Mr H
% 3-Day Festival Pass includes Country Breakfast on Saturday & Sunday Total Enclosed PAYING ADULT
Indoor/Outdoor Facilities - Rain or shine - No Refunds
Payment Method: VISA/MC/AMEX Card Number: Exp
Phone Orders: 1 800 903-9936 FAX Order: 209 966-3962
Check/Money Order Payable to: ~ Mariposa County Aris Council ¢ P. O. Box 2134 ¢ Mariposa, CA 95338

Name Phone (day) (cve)
Address City ST ZIP

MARIPOSA  INFO & TICKETS
f2wce  1-800 - 903 - 9936
MARIPOSA COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS

Indoor/Qutdoor Facilities ¢ Rain or Shine 4+ No Refunds
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Luthiers To Exhibit At CBA's 1999 Father's Day Bluegrass Festival

The Fathers Day Bluegrass Fes-
tival has come a long way since it's
beginning. Ithasgrownand evolved
with a succession of greatly appre-
ciated volunteers doing the jobs
that must be done to make the
festival happen. The concessions
andstage have been moved into the
inner fairgrounds to the delight of
most folks, and a few years back the
new restrooms/showers were added
to the grounds to ease the burden
on the old restrooms/showers.

Change and growth have been
happening in Michael Lewis’ instru-
ment booth also. Last year there
were two repairmen on duty,
Michael Lewis, who is a service cen-
ter for the Martin Guitar Co., and
Steve Bagwell, who worked at the
Taylor Guitar factory for a number
of years and is a service center for
justabout every other brand of gui-
tar. [fyouwereatlastyear’s Father's
Day Bluegrass Festival you may re-
member that several members of
the Sacramento Valley Luthiers
Guild exhibited their wares at
Michael Lewis' Booth. This has
now grown to more than a dozen
exhibitors and been moved into a
building, and shows potential to
grow considerably more.

This year Michael and Steve
will again be ready for most repairs
and adjustments to your instru-
ments, from A-style mandolins to
Zithers, and Michael should have
some new mandolins ready to sell.

Monte Hendricks will be giv-
ing banjo related workshops and

showing his impeccable banjos, and
Michael will be giving workshops
onmaking and repair of guitars and
mandolins. Their workshops can
be very focused or wide ranging,
depending on the audience partici-
pation.

There will most likely be some

Monte Hendricks during a workshop at the 1998 CBA Festival

good jams because of the proximity
of so many good instruments.

All of the exhibitors are mem-
bers of the Sacramento Valley
Luthiers Guild, or Northern Cali-
fornia Association of Luthiers, and
many are also members of Guild of
American Luthiers, and Association

of String Instrument Artisans, which
are based in the U.S. but have mem-
bers from all over the world. All of
these organizations welcome mem-
bers of any skill level from novice to
seasoned professional, and pro-
mote the free exchange of informa-

tion in order to raise the level of
knowledge and skill and conse-
quently the quality of instruments
being made. Come see for yourself.

More about this Luthiers ex-
hibit next issue.

CBA's Web Site Up-dated/new

by Eric Janson

The California Bluegrass Asso-
ciation web site located at http://
www.mandolyn.com has grown
overthe lastyear. As the webmaster
I would like to think all of you who
have contributed to the site this
year.
There is a big move ahead, the

# CBAis finally getting a home witha

recognizable web address (URL).
As soon as I receive notice from
InterNIC that the URL registration
process has finalized, I will be mov-
ing the site to htp://
www.californiabluegrass.org I'will
leave a link from the old URL to the
new site to allow everyone time to
reset their bookmarks.

If you have not visited the CBA

' web site, or have not visited it for a

while, I invite you to take a look.

| The updated site now includes

= RealAudio samples of CDs reviewed

Tl

Photo by Howard Gold

by the CBA reviewers, along with
new links to other bluegrass re-
lated webssites. Inaddition we now
have a page for notices from bands,
special events, and other email sent

easier to find URL coming soon

1o the CBA that is informative or
note worthy. I solicit your input,
articles and suggestions. This site
belongs to each and every member
ofthe CBA. Mygoal s to make it the
best on the net, reflecting the pride
and dedication the CBA has towards
the music it supports.

If you have trouble accessing
the site, the problem may be that
you are using one of the older web
browses. The CBA web site uses
Java scripts and applets thatare not
recognized by the older browsers.
This caneasily be corrected bydown
loading the new Internet Explorer
4 or my favorite Netscape 4.5. |
have links to upgrade your browser
on http://www.mandolyn.com/
cbaweb.html , this page uses mini-
mal Java and should be accessible
to all (even the older) browsers.
AOL users can get the new AOL
browser from the AOL web site. If
you still have problems feel free to
email me ateirc@mandolyn.com 1
will be more than happy to help.

24th Annual CBA Father's Day Weekend Bluegrass Festival

Band Performance Schedule

Thursday, June 17th

10:18 1= 11200 a0, srcorssissasdssssiniastrapavarsnspssasibassacnsonnsnvare Within Tradition
12210 015512 M0 csiaiasraensanpsvosivesnsssmnanasssnansusbonsbansvas Special Consensus
11:55.2.M. ~ 1:00 PaM. cacsvissssssursssonssssssassssansae Lunch Break and Workshops
1200 = 1245 DM, corasssssencisssossrorssissrsasssasisassosssssasonssasusaessns Crooked Jades
1355 - 2340 Pl civerenisnarinasassianices L Civitiavhsacarensisunsante Sand Mountain Boys
2:50 = 3235 Pl ceeeseressarsrsessssnacsenannaasaronssasensannssssssssssases Northern Pacific
3945 = 4230 Pulllecuceussossssusussssssroasersasersesensssasensonsuassssnssisasnos Mac Wiseman
4530 =615 Pl seasiorersessrernnsnsnnonsenesusnannasnanss Dinner Break and Workshops
6:15 = 7200 Pl ccrornsrescassnsesssonsansorsnsessssssssansasassassssssssess 5 for the Gospel
7210 = 7255 Pullle cocrersansenaressnsessearnsssnsiossasvassesssssnnsrssonsssssinas Kathy Kallick
8:05 = 8:50 Pl ceeeernereerareeeseessassnsnesssentansssnaniossensrnsasess Osborne Brothers
0:00 - 9245 PiMleceescesersavassssssasssassvarsassonanseniassraransssss Sand Mountain Boys
0:55 = 10:40 Pl covveriareassonsareesnsarssnsasssnsasssassssssssssssnnanasasss Mac Wiseman
Friday, June 18th
G530 - 10:15 300 cevsonsaissssrsassinnsassinsvussasusssssannesssasarssssasnss Crooked Jades
10525 = 21210 A M. aa s iianariisvanrsassvanasaressnsnssnanbssnsssayopyasas Northern Pacific
11:20 @.M. = 12:05 Pl ciciiorennsarassncssosssassaranasnaesssssases Kathy Kallick Band
12:05 =121~ Pill. secrsessssssareansosnnadsssnnonssusaresnes Lunch Break and Workshops
1:10 - 1355 Pl cecvsrceressasnssssossossersasoansasenssnanasesassrsssasnes 5 For The Gospel
2:05 = 2:50 PaMl.creeeeaennscensenenssrassnisssssssnssresssssansssasesnnnses Within Tradition
3:00 - 3245 PuMMlencecsesssossanssassosncscsansnnnsronanssssvansossasasssas Special Consensus
3155 = 4240 DM cevrerccraesssssssassssnsansorsnssnssssnssaasassssasonsass Oshorne Brothers
4 50 = 5228 B 0 onds antonsss T NI R i e G & T
5:25 - 6:25 p.m seveeseeeness Dinner Break and Workshops
6:25 - 7:05 p.m sereensenennes Kids on Bluegrass
7:15: = B:00 Dl sciiuniasvovas vesssesnennanaes Mac Wiseman
8:10 - 8:55 pmMountam Heart
9205 - 9350 PaMluceersrsessnnscnsassasensasrassaissnassssasnassansasasass Osborne Brothers
10200 - 1045 DM, sisicssaeniosssarannivsaas veeresnnss. 3aNd Mountain Boys

Saturday, June 19th

000 LR AL ME o s vstsasissivinososhrnstyssssansssnnsncteseasgnsnassy Witcher Brothers
102551~ 11240 Q.M: sceusisnssassssssronnssnnsosnsrnsasaesaonnnss Tim Graves and Cherokee
11240 - 12:55 PoM. icccssssseraasnessonssnssnonsaossansarese Lunch Break and Workshops
12:55 = 1340 Pl cevecrnssernseenesssorasssnseannanssasssssssssastonanseasses Mountain Heart
1:50 = 2:35 PeMluccccesssseressassossassssossssassassasassonss Dave Evans and River Bend
2:45 = 3230 PaMuueeeseneocssessssnsssssssssnsasssvansnsnssssnsssasaranasanenses I1Trd Tyme Out
3240 = 4215 PolMleuveeeerreeessssnsssssnasssnsassonsansssnsassssasssssnassssasensassasases Cloggers
4215 = 5335 P, .ovicasasinssesssisasassnsssssanansnavedsnse Dinner Break and Workshops
5215 = 5350 Dol ciccccsisssasssssnssasssnsssarassransasssssasssrassnnns ... Kids on Bluegrass
B0 =62 10D M s iessvisssssasssmantsessnnsvas Board Introductions and Presentations
6220 = 7205 Pl cocecesesssnsarssssaserassasostsnsasssansassansnssansassassnsesass Country Ham
7:15 = 8 Pallle essecessvarsessesessassorursesnesnssassasassesase Dave Evans and River Bend
8:10 - 8155 Pl ucvnunciesereneiemarasssesssnsnsnrasussssessanassasnssresansns Mountain Heart
9:05 - 9:50 P.M..veerserererseessenseaaseenens LAY Sparks & the Lonesome Ramblers
10200 - 10:45 PuM. cevesresensssssoscsssacrssassnsoasassonassnsasasassssssasas IIIrd Tyme OQut
Sunday, June 20th
Q:30/5 11520 IN: cvarssensenssinshssssassabsstvariohis shopssassupaaserresnsshinss Gospel Show
11:30 - 12:15 Polle seviesresessesessesrssssssansssossssssssssinsssssessasnansanes Country Ham
12215 1215 Do, coooisosennissesarnnavassssvosssssosssasass Lunch Break and Workshops
1315 = 2300 PiMliaciiaasicossosssasansessassssnassasansassssarsanssasasvanans Witcher Brothers
Z:30) S R85 [ cesrraiserssssnsensnensosnsns Larry Sparks & the Lonesome Ramblers
3:05 - 3:50 p.m...... veveeesnesnness Dave Evans and River Bend

4:00 - 4:45 pm sesesesnsees 1M Graves and Cherokee
4585 = Boh0 i, ovcvsssassesnssidbsonssnsacansssasusonsavnonsussynsnoonerass ST L VENE QUL
Beh e B3 DI« uvieabinsetininsseonssyanton Larry Sparks & the Lonesome Ramblers

Performance schedule subject to change due to permformers’ travel problems and
other factors which may occur and are beyond our control. Final schedule will be
published in the Festival Program.
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24th Annual CBA Father’s Day Weekend

BLUEGRASS
FESTIVAL

June 17, 18, 19 & 20, 1999
At the Nevada County Fairgrounds in Grass Valley, California

ADVANCE DISCOUNT TICKETS NOW ON SALE

Featuring...  The Osborne Brothers « IIlrd Tyme Out ¢ Mac Wiseman ¢
* Dave Evans & River Bond * The Sand Mountain Boys ©
eLarry Sparks & the Lonesome Ramblers *Mountain Heart

*5 For the Gospel *Country Ham eCrooked Jades *Tim Graves and Cherokee *The Eathy Eallick Band

*Kids on Bluegrass *Northern Pacific  Special Consensus *Witcher Brothers *Within Tradition
PLUS -- Cloggers, Workshops, Children’s Program, Camping, Jamming and more!

Tosarywile- g B0 b 4% | Come and join us in our 24th Annual Fathers' Day Weekend Bluegrass Festival June 17-20, 1999 at the Nevada
Nevada Coury, N\ \ B County Fairgrounds in Grass Valley, California. Four days of family fan, jamming, workshops, Children’s Programs,
; .,,—-l" and the best in Bluegrass and Old Time Music on stage under the beautiful pine trees in Grass Valley.

ss Valley

\ Things You Should Enow
Sl * Absolutely NO PETS allowed on the festival grounds.
g‘n‘,’cﬁl""ﬁt *Camping is in the rough on the festival site beginning Monday, June 14 through Wednesday, June 16 for a

I-‘u;rgmundf' SR
McCourtpey Rd. N\
\ N

0“

fee of $15 per unit per night (lots of grass and big pine trees), limited hookups available, on a first-come,
first-served basis. For Handicapped Camping reservations, call Festival Coordinator Lolan Ellis at 510-521-6778.
*Camping during the festival is included in 3 and 4 day tickets.

*No alcohol is sold on the festival grounds. Food and soft drink concessions on site.

*Bring lawn chairs or blankets for seating.

*Festival is held rain or shine -- ABSOLUTELY NO REFUNDS

e e e ——— — — — — —— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —— —— — ——— — — —

~ Advance Ticlket Order Form ~

Advance Ticket Prices and Senior Citizen (Age 65 and over) Discounts are offered to CBA Members only. Members are entitled to purchase discount
ticket for a single membership or 2 discount tickets for a Couple Membership. Deadline for Advance Discount tickets is June 7,1999. No Discounts

From Sacramento

available at the gate.

Advance Tickets (3/1/99 - 6/7/99)
CBA Members Only

CBA Member Advance Tickets
4-Day Adult @ $60

Please send me the following tickets to the CBA's 24th Annual Father's Day Weekend Bluegrass Festival:

Non-Member Tickets

e S A 860 I A o 4-Day Adult @$65

4-Day Senior (65 & OVEE) e T e 2_% s 4-Day Teen @840

4-Day Teen (13-18) ......cocusecermmsmssnsnscnnes g = 3-Day Adult (Th-F-Sat) @$50 3-Day Adult (Th-F-Sat) @$55

g-gy %F'sa?émfa))""(ﬁ"ﬁ"s',;{)'""""""" 238 —_ 3-Day Teen (Th-F-Sat) @$30 3-Day Teen (Th-F-Sat) @$35

- een (13- =1 TS - a4 y

3Dy Tomm (138 (F-Sot Sum) 30 | S-Day Teen (F-Sat-Sun) @830 i i e S
. ( CBA Member No. Single Day Tickets

Non-Member Ticket Prices Date of Order Thursday Only @$20

i - 865 | mota) Enclosed Friday Only @ $20

Doy (TP St = ltine 0 AT ___ Saturday Only @825

3-Day (F-Sab-Sun) o S0 | — Sunday Only @315

3-Day Teen (Th-F-Sat) (13-18) ...ev. $3 ress o

3-Da§ Toen (F-Sat.Sun) (138 e Mail ticket order form, a SELF ADDRESSED, STAMPED

City ENVELOPE, and check or monegA order payable to the
) e

: ! California Blue Association (C

Single Day Tickets %1‘355 \ :

No discougts available State Zip BA Festival Advance Tickets
$20 David Runge

Friday . evesomeonns $20 [ Phone 215 Grant Avenue

Join the CBA and receive member discounts! Complete the Peta‘l_uma" CA_ 94052 .
form on page 2 and enclose your membership dues with For further information about tickets, call:

your ticket order. Mail to the same address. (707) 762-8735

Children 12 & Under FRER
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Southern Utah Fiddle Championships and Bluegrass Music Festival

by Terry Griffin

“Where the heck is Kanab?”
That's whatall my friends said when
I moved to this small community in
the midst of Southern Utah’s Ver-
milion Cliffs region. Someone else
said, “You can't git there from
here...you have to go somewheres
else, first! Why, you cain’teven take
a Greyhound over there!”

And that's true enough. But
once you get here, you're right in
the middle of 3 National Parks and
several National Monuments and
state parks, Zion, Bryce Canyon,
North Rim Grand Canyon, Lake
Powell, Grand Suircase Escalante,
Coral Pink Sand Dunes to name a
few! And the town itself is the site
of many western and other movies
everyone would recognize. The
Lone Ranger and Tonto rode Silver
and Scout all over these red sand-

stone hills. Matt Dillon and Miss
Kitty, Butch Cassidy and Sundance
still haunt the area. You can still
visit the movie sets for “Gunsmoke”
TV series, the movie “The Outlaw
Josie Wales” and more. Many of the
local establishments decorate their
walls with autographed photos of
famous movie stars including John
Wayne, Fess Prarker, and even the
Rat Pack to name just a few. What
an ideal setting for a bluegrass fes-
tival!

The firstannual festival (South-
ern Utah Fiddle Championships and
Bluegrass Festival) is setforJuly 16,
17 & 18, 1999. The whole town is
pulling outall the stops foranevent
to be remembered. It will be held
this year outdoors at the Middle
School, right in the center of town.
Campers are invited 1o the festival

1999 Oregon and California Late
Summer Bluegrass Festival dates/
performers announced

by Dale Lawrence

We're happy to announce that
notonlywill the Late Summer Blue-
grass Festival take place again in
Plymouth, California, but in addi-
tion, we will be producing an Or-
egon Late Summer Bluegrass Festi-
val in Hood River, Oregon.

As many of you know, we so-
licit customer comments every year,
and due to overwhelming requess,
the Late Summer Bluegrass Festival
will be held in September this year.
The almost unbearable heat of mid-
August in Plymouth and the
gazillions of flies left over from the
County Fair have made conditions
less than ideal for the past few years.
By moving to September, the
weather should be cooler and the
flies will be gone.

Dates for the California Late
Summer Bluegrass Festival are Sep-
tember 16 to 19, 1999 and the loca-
tion will still be the Amador County
Fairgrounds in Plymouth, Califor-
nia. You can look forward to enjoy-
ing the malents of Blue Highway,
Laurie Lewis, Lost Highway, Rincon
Ramblers, Bladerunners, Witcher
Brothers, One Riot One Rangerand
many more. And we are in the
process of securing a special head-
liner that no one will want to miss.

As usual, there will be a Kids
on Stage set, many vendors and
new to the event this year will be a
craft fair. Once again this year we
are going to leave set time available
on Friday and Saturday for an early
camper jam band competition (kind
of like a band scramble). Send in
your entries for the competition to
the festival address at the end of
this article.

Now for those of youwho can’t
wait for September, make plans to
attend the premier Oregon Late

Summer Bluegrass Festival, August
1910 22ndat the Hood River County
Fairgrounds in Hood River, Oregon.
The fairgrounds is in the shadows
of Mt. Hood and Mt. Adams in the
picturesque Hood River Valley near
the Columbia River Gorge. Itoffers
ample camping on the lawn and no
dust, as well as lots of other ameni-
tes.

Entertainers for the Oregon fes-
tivalinclude Laurie Lewis, Lost High-
way, Mountain Heart, Sam Hill, One
Riot One Ranger, the Grasshoppers,
Bladerunners and many more to be
added. And we are in the process of
securing a special headliner that no
one will want to miss. In addition,
special events are being planned
including a chili cook-off, apple pie
bake-off, craft fair, beer and wine
tasting. As a special treat for early
campers, weare arranging a ride on
the Mt. Hood Railroad train, a fully
restored antique train that rambles
from the Columbia River to Parkdale
and back.

A special note to all of our
friends who have made the Late
Summer Bluegrass Festival so popu-
lar, you should be receiving a no-
tice of special discounts for accom-
modations and other services at
Hood River and a discount on ad-
mission to help offset your travel
expenses in the mail soon.

We are very excited about our
festivals this year — these will be
two festivals you won'twant to miss,
especially when we publish the re-
maining line-up.

For information or tickets,
please contact Dale Lawrence Pro-
ductions at 1923 NE 134th Place,
Portland, OR 97230 or phone 503-
408-7692.
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site on Thursday, with the festival
shows beginning Friday at noon.
Jamming is welcome around the
clock.

There will be contests for
fiddle, banjo, mandolin, flatpick
guitar, and bluegrass band. A Movie
Star look-alike contest is planned
and one can see folks dressed up
like John Wayne, Miss Kitty, Tonto,
and Tom Mix all over town during
the festival. Local folks and festival
attendees will judge this one! Dave
Pelletier of the Hat Band from
Prescott AZ will MC. Between the
contests the entertainment will in-
clude the 1997 International Pizza
Hut Winners the Marty Warburton

Band from Nevada, the Andy Rau
Band from California, the Mike and
Bertye Band from Colorado, and
the local Slickrock String Band will
host the show providing the tradi-
tional old-time string band music.
During the day there will be music
workshops, and after the showeach
evening, a jam / party downtown
with open mike on the outdoor
stage at a local “stagestop.”

The concessions on site will
offer food, handmade crafts and
quilts, festival memorabilia, and
more. Inside the Middle School,
there will be a quiltshowand a fine
art show. RV parks and motels in
the area are planning special festi-

val rates for those who don'tcare to
“roughit”and/or planto come early
/ stay later to visit the wonderful
nearby attractions. Transportation
to the parks by van, and around
town by horse drawn wagonis avail-
able.

Information on the festival, and
surrounding area attractions (and
maps to the area) can be acquired
by calling 435-644-5330, 800-551-
1714, or e-mail frontier(@xpress
web.com, or you can see all the info
and even print a registration form
at our web site at <www.utahad
venture.com/fiddle/index.htm >.

Ya'll come.

MUSIC MATTERS

by Elena Corey

Presentation is a media
buzzword nowwhich gives employ-
ment to a lot of folks—folks who set
up glizy display booths at trade
shows, folks who offer dazzling
multimedia reports to business col-
leagues and potential customers,
folks who design food plates to
entice diners, and even musicians
who offer their songs and tunes for
themselves and others. Museums
require a sizable amount of space
around pictures, to set them off,
visually to best advantage. Itissaid
that a steak may taste the same
whether it is served on a plastic
plate on a bare card table as it does
on gleaming china with sparkling
crystal, a linen tablecloth and real
polished silver—but that the taste
buds of the person eating are
brought to dizzying heights of an-
ticipation and increased pleasure
with gracious, elegant trappings
surrounding the fare. Salesmen
have long known that they sell the
sizzle, not the steak.

Ifyou're justsitting around on
your front porch, playing music for
your own amusement, you may not
see any reason you should concern
yourself with its manner of presen-
tation. Ican understand that. But
the minute a curious neighbor wan-
ders up and starts listening, our
inner critic interrupts our leisurely
amble through our favorite reper-
toire. Thoughts like, “Hmm, this
sounds a lot like the one I just
played. Maybe I ought to substitute
another, different sounding, song
just for now and come back to my
old favorite later” pester us until we
heed them. Perhaps we are more
likely to leave out the extra mea-
sure just prior to a verse’s begin-
ning, which we'd thrown in to clear
our throat or catch an extra breath,
in favor of not breaking time, if
someone is listening to us.

Sevenal psychological theories
expound upon reasons for our irre-
pressible urge to try to please oth-

ers by displaying things for their
attention as attractively as possible.
Most folks don't fight such urges—
we comb our hair, brush our teeth
and give some consideration to our
vocabularies in consideration of an
implicitexpectation that people will
like us better if we do. But when it
comes to presenting our music to
others, many of us displaya propri-
etary air that is suspiciously paren-
tal, and says to other people, “Ifyou
don't like my creative offspring—
my brainchildren—the way theyare,
then forget you.”

On the other hand, some of us
become so obsessed with other
people’s approval of our musical
selections thatwe putourown plea-
sure last. One facet of human na-
ture which feeds this need for ap-
proval is selective attention. You
know—you buy a yellow VW Bug
and subsequently, you notice a lot
more of those on the road than you
did before.

One aspect of selective atten-
tion is known in congenitally-in-
bred theory circles as “The Missing
Tile” theory—i.e. if you look up ata
tile ceiling and one tile is missing,
your eye is immediately drawn to
that space. Looking up where the
missing tile ought to be can be-
come obsessive behavior, causing
us to miss out on appreciating the
perfectly fine other tiles (or record-
ings or live performances), as well
as to develop cricks in the neck if
we tilt our heads back long and
persistently enough..

Theories about such momen-
tous things say that the inner critic
in us is driven and burns to identify
one small flaw in everything. This
feeds our fear that we are inad-
equate, ifwe turn itonourselves, or
it can reassure us that no one else is
perfect either, if we apply it mostly
to people we hear. Our inner critic
rushes eagerly to find the one thing
which is missing in any “perfor-
mance” and then concentrate on its
lack.

We might be listening to a
gravely voiced bluegrass wailer/
bawler with suitably insistent
“rhythm-prominent” back-up. The
critic whispers insidiously to us that
“the Most Important Quality In A
Performance (MIQIAP) is a silky-
smoothvoice—either human orvio-
lin or dobro (excuse me, resonator
guitar—shimmering hub-cap).” Our
critical side is drawn to the lack,
and so, our inner critic tells us,
“Although Ms. Blues exhibited con-
siderable lung-power, a tolerable
pitch range and an astounding
depth of emotion, she showed no
mastery of smoothness or control,
no velvety intoxication with melo-
dious serenity, yet might have been
saved by the addition of at least
some sweetening influence on the
recording.”

Similarly, if the musician is
mellow, mild-tempered in exuding
the song’s message, modulated or
soft-spoken, and liquid smooth in
lyrical flow, ourcritic maybe moved
tosum up the performance as“Lacks
power.” You get the picture, the
MIQIAP —any performance, be-
comes he opposite of what the
performer offers—what one quality
the performance lacks. It'sa tough
job fighting human nature, and the
critic inside us all carries on con-
tinually, keeping us aware of the
MIQIAP that is missing, regardless
of what we sing, play or hear.

One trick in getting past this
fear-driven urge is to refuse to think
of our playing as a performance,
unless it, in fact, is. Then when we
are actually performing, presenta-
tion factors such as set design are
less resented and resisted. This be-
comes more difficult for stellar
musicians who “dropin” toa jam—
even their casual jam contributions
are viewed more critically by listen-
ers. Whereas if they stay home and
play only for themselves, they only
have to think of presentation fac-
tors when they actually choose 0
perform for others.



"Bluegrass Signal" Broadcast schedule for April & May

Thanks to Peter Thompson for
the following schdule of his radio
program. Bluegrass Signalis broad-
caston KALW (91.7 FM), Saturdays,
6-7 pm. Producer/host: Peter Th-
ompson asks listeners to submit
their requests or comments via e-
mail to: <bgsignal@worldnet.art.
net> or P.O. Box 21344, Oakland,
CA 94620

* April 3 — MUSICAL PREVIEWS of
the season's first festivals, plus a
number of notable Bay Area con-
certs; music from Lynn Morris,
Laurie Lewis, Lost Highway, Eddie
& Martha Adcock, Laurel Canyon
Ramblers, Sidesaddle & Co., David
Parmley & Continental Divide,
Bruce Molsky,Dry Branch Fire
Squad, and many others.

*April 10 — DIX BRUCE & JIM
NUNALLY, a couple of hot guitar
pickers, celebrate the release of
their second album with a live, in-
studio session.

* April 17 — THE FAMILIES THAT
PLAY TOGETHER ... The Paisleys,
McCourys, and Stanleys all offer
great father-son bluegrass. Their

MUSIC

MATTERS

People who offer their music
to the world, i.e. in recordings and
public performances, come to ex-
pect their work to be compared to
a standard of perfection, and this
can be an exciting challenge or it
can graduallysap the pleasure from
public playing. It is not remarkable
that many performers who have
played professionally for years will
tend to avoid casual jamming—they
don’t always want 1o take time to
set their “steak” on fancy china and
get out the good silver—they just
want to play for fun, sometimes.

In live performance or record-
ing, design and presentation as-
sume higher priorities—and this
topic has beenaddressed in numer-
ous previous articles, e.g. “Set De-
sign” in Bluegrass Unlimited, sev-
eral years ago. Knowing which fac-
tors count as fine china, glassware
and silver to set off a performance
appropriately involves many in-
sights. Some of these are usually
acquired by trial and error, and
some of them may be learned vi-
cariously, from others’ experience.

One question to ask yourself
is: If you dine alone, with no one
observing you, would you still give
yourself the fine china, crystal
stemware, etc., orwould yougraba
peanut butter sandwich and eat it
on the counter top while you do
something else? If you find that
your dining pleasure is enhanced
by beautiful trappings—even when
no one sees you, then perhaps your
music might also benefit from gra-
cious and elegant presentation—
just for yourself.

new music (and more) are offered
to you for your support of Blue-
grass Signal and KALW.

* April 24 — TAKE US OUT TO THE
BALL GAME: The baseball-blue-
grass connection, as demonstrated
by Sam Bush, Kathy Kallick, Chris
Thile, and others. Make the con-
nection yourself by phoning 1-
800-KALW-917, and supporting
great radio.

iMay 1 — HIGHER COUNTRY: The
long-awaited solo album by man-
dolinist BUTCH WALLER, “Golden
Gate Promenade,” just in time for
his release party next Saturday at
the Freight.

* May 8 — WALKING THE DOG: as
the bluegrass world pulls for
CHARLES SAWTELLE, the innova-
tive guitarist and soulful singer, a
survey of his music with Hot Rize,
Red Knuckles, The Whippets, Pe-
ter Rowan, and others. Go, Slade!

* May 15 — A celebration of JIM &

JESSEand THE OSBORNE BROTH-

ERS, among the very few of still-

active first generation bluegrass
musicians.
*May22 —Mostof DOYLEIAWSON

& QUICKSILVER's early albums
have recently been re-released, so
we'llsample some of the smoother
side of bluegrass today.

*May 29 — LAURIE LEWIS’ blue-

grass album should be outby now;
have a listen to the music, along
with a conversation with a Blue-
grass Pal.

Yogi Bear and all related

characters and elements are
trademarks of

Hanna-Barbera® 1998

-

BLUEGRASS CAMPOUT

Join your fellow musicians for
a fun filled weekend
yay 21st thru 23rd, 1999 at
Yogi Bear's Jellystone Park
in Cobb Mountain, CA
50% discount on camping rates
for all musicians!

FLad TR

\

For further information, directions and .»
reservations,

CALL 1-800-307-CAMP
http://www.campyogi.com
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easier to see.

Happy Pickin’!

7

Virtual Band

A Bluegrass Method For

Banjo, Guitar, Fiddle or Mandolin
AND NOW FOR DOBRO!!!

“Virtual Band” is a product of many years of teaching and input from my stu-
dents. For a long time, I’ve seen a need for a method that would teach beginning players
how to play along with others in a band.

The heart of the program is the recording; a high quality mix of rhythm guitar,
mandolin, bass, lead guitar, dobro, mandolin and banjo. The CD makes it easy to repeat a
particular song over and over at the same speed, to make your practicing more productive.
By providing a variety of tempos, (100, 150, and 200 beats per minute), you can pick the
one you feel the most comfortable with.

More than one solo is provided as you progress in technique. The first solo, or
break, is the easiest, (beginner), and is generally the basic melody. After playing it, anoth-
er instrument will take a solo on the recording and you will need to play the back-up, fol-
lowed by another solo, that’s a little more difficult, (advanced), thereby taking turns with
the other musicians; just like a real playing situation. Included are the endings. The music
is written LARGER than is found in most music books, with the words included, so it’s

Scales and fingering studies, although dry to play by themselves, are presented
with a full bluegrass band back-up. This helps you keep even timing and helps you to hear
the texture of the harmonies that fit each note.

Included are additional sections that cover other important topics:

How to count and keep good timing

® The use of vibrato (fiddle), to make your playing sound warmer
= Learning to sight read better
Understanding music theory so that you can begin to develop your own
individual style

Picking direction and Bass runs

Separate recordings and books are available for the banjo, mandolin, guitar,
fiddle and dobro, working together with matching arrangements, so that everyone can
play the same tunes together.

By practicing diligently and regularly, you will find a lot of enjoyment playing with
“Virtual Band” and will soon be able to join others in a hot bluegrass jam session.

Please Specify Instrument

The book and play along CD is $23.00 postpaid. Send check or money order to:
Jay Buckey, 4017 N. Torrey Pines, Las Vegas, Nevada 89108 (702) 396-7824

Y,
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The Rose I Remember

by J.D. Rhynes

They say time heals everything
especially when our hearts are bro-
ken and wounded by the loss of a
loved one dear to us. For some
folks this may be true, but for my-
selfl find that the loss is never, ever
completely healed.

Things just seem to get better
but I've never ever been able to
forget the loss completely.

Itdoesn't seem possible thata
year has passed so quickly since the
First Lady Of Country and Blue-
grass Music passed away. But yet
it's true, for on the 15th of this
month, one year ago the angels
carried the soul of my friend Rose
Maddox to heaven to be with her
brothers and a swar-studded hill-
billy band. My, what a celebration
they must still be having!

The Rose I remember gave all
of the Vern Williams band members
a big hug and a kiss after playing
our first set ever with her. She
proclaimed us the best band she'd
played with since her brothers had
quit. That was on Columbus Day
weekend of 1979.

The Rose I remember played
her first Bluegrass Festival with us
at the Ghost Mounuin Festival in
Pollock Pines, California in 1980.
The first of many she played with
us.

The Rose I remember recorded
two highly acclaimed albums with
the Vern Williams Band, on the
Arhoolie Label. The first in 1980
was “This is Rose Maddox With The
Vern Williams Band”. The second,
an all gospel album titled “Beauti-
ful Bouquet”, a year or so later.

The Rose I remember could
sing like an angel. When we were
recording thesong “Amazing Grace”
on the first album with Vern, it
would bring me to tears every time
she sang the verse; “When we've
been there 10,000 years brightshin-
ing as the sun, We've no less days to
sing God’s praise than when we
first begun”. During a break in the
middle of recording that song Rose
quietly came to me and asked,
“Honey, what's wrong?" I told her
thatforsome reason whenshe sang
that verse it just made me cry. She
put her arm around me, gave me a
squeeze, and said, “Why honey.
You'resupposed towhen Rose sings
it like that”.

The Rose | remember was the
consummate professional whenshe
was on stage. [I've never seen a
performer that could hold an audi-
ence in her hand the way she could.
You had to pay attention every sec-
ond you were on stage with her for
you never knew whatshe was going
to sing and by the second stomp of
her foot to set the tempo, you had
to be on it like a chicken on a June
bug!
The Rose I remember could ad
lib on stage better than anyone I've
seen before orsince. During one of

four encore numbers one night at
the Peter Britt Festival in Jackson-
ville, Oregon, Mike Seeger was
standing in the wings motioning to
me that he wanted to play on the
nextsong with us. Rose was talking
to the audience and | leaned over
and whispered in her ear; “Mike
Seeger wanted to come out and
pick with us”. Without missing a
beat, she said: “Folks I've got a
surprise for you tonight. Mike
Seeger is going to pick with us on
this next song. Mike — get out
here!” So with her signature foot
stomping to set the tempo, we
kicked off the number, and as usual
she burned it down.

The Rose 1 remember was also
the consummate friend. (I can still
remember the biscuits and gravy
she fixed Vern and I for breakfast.)
Whenever she needed a place to
hide from the world, to get away
and relax where she knew she
wouldn’t be bothered, my home

was hers. Those late night jam -

sessions with Vern and the Boys on
my patiostill ring in my heartand in
mymind. Suchmagicyearsgoneall
too soon, oh how I wish I could
hear those again. I could goonand

on for hours about my Rose, but
time and space doesn'tallowithere
at this time.

The Rose I remember thrilled
and entertained our Father’s Day
Festival audiences nine times over
the years. She was our most re-
quested performer by her fans.

The Rose I remember was prob-
ably the most gracious person with
her fans that [ have ever seen. She
genuinelyenjoyed talking and visit-
ing with all of them. She once
remarked to me; “They're like fam-
ily to me because this is the only life
I've ever known”.

These are just a few of the
things that I remember about my
friend Rose. Like I wold my good
friend Steve Waller as we stood by
her casket for the last time, “Her
passing marks the end of an era.
We'll never see her like again in our
lifetime.”

Rose honey, you may be gone
from this earth, but you left behind
a legacy that very few Country and
Bluegrass artists will ever match. |
knowyour legions of fans will never
forget you. Your place in country
music is forever indelible stamped.
Thank youso much for the wonder-

Rose Maddox and J.D. Rhynes backstage at the 1997 CBA

Festival.

ful times we all had together with
you.

In closing, I'd like to recite the
lastverse of the poem I wrote about

u.
My Rose is the first lady of Coun-
try music,

As everybody knows.

Pboto by Howard Gold

And she came from God'’s oun

garden,

And He only made one Rose.

May God rest your soul and I

look forward to thatgreat day when
we are all reunited together again
to sing the praises of our Lord for-
ever and ever.

J.D.'s Bluegrass Kitchen ..........ccccceeeiiiiininnnnie.

Howdy, Howdy, Howdy!

Ican’tbelieve thata month has
already gone by and its time again
to sit down and write a few para-
graphs about some good vittles.
I've got the fire built up real good
this moming, so pull up a chair, get
yourselfa cup of good Cowboy cof-
fee and we'll visita spell here by the
cook stove.

This has been the coldest win-
ter in many years here in Calaveras
County. Asaconsequence I'vespent
a lot of “cabin fever” days indoors
and [ usually ended up cooking a
good, substantial supper. Either
I've put on about 20 pounds this
winter or someone is sneaking in
my closet and putting smaller
clothes in there!

But [ ain't worried because
come war, spring weather there's
brush to be cutand burned, cement
to pour, and the sawdust will be
flying as I finish the remodeling of
my building into a BIG workshop.
So 1 know those excess winter
pounds are going to be gone by
summer time.

I've got so many projects lined
up for this summer that come next
winter I'll be lean and mean and
readyto “hole up” foralong winter’s
rest again. However, ol’ man win-
ter hasn’t left the mountuins as |
write this, because I had about 6” of
snow here last week. I'm fed up
with El Nino and La Nina and wish
they'd gosomewhere else forabout
S0years! (Like Texas would be OK.)
But, I'd bet money that J.R.
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Schoggins’ mandolin pickin’ would
run ‘em off rightquick! It's beena
while since I mentioned ol’' J.R.
here in print, but I know Ken
Reynolds, John Murphyand Harold
Crawford will agree with me on
this.

About two or three years ago
J.R. and Ellen moved to Texas, the
other state that claims to have in-
vented Chili. T'll agree that they
make some mighty fine Chili down
there in the Lone Star State and the
folks are mighty hospitable too.
They also have some of the best
Mexican food in the world there
and the first recipe featured this
month came from a restaurant in
Austin, Texas named El Sol y La
Luna. (Which in English means, The
Sun and The Moon.)

I got this recipe out of the
January 20, 1999 edition of the
Stockton Record. 1 had eaten this
dish a couple of times in years past
in various cafes, but was never able
to find a recipe for it. [ couldn’t
believe itwhenIsaw itin the paper,
so I clipped it out and whipped it
up for breakfast the following week.
This makes a wonderful breakfast
for two hungry Cowboys.

Migas
2 tsp. Olive oil
3 corntortillas, tominto dime-sized
pieces
1 cup diced onions
1 Jalapeno pepper, seeded and
diced
1 clove garlic, minced

1/2 cup diced red tomatoes

1 1sp. Oregano

4 eggs, beaten

1/2 cup prepared tomato salsa

122 cup shredded sharp Cheddar
cheese

172 tsp. Salt

Heat oil in a large skillet over
medium heat, Add tortilla pieces
and sauté for 2 minutes, or until
theystart to turn crispy. Add onion,
pepper and garlic; sauté for 1
minute. Add tomatoes and oregano
and continue to sauté. Add eggs
and stir to scramble until eggs are
set. Remove from heat and add
salsa, cheese and salt. Stir gendy
until cheese melts. Serve immedi-
ately with warm corn or flour torti-
llas. Makes 2-3 servings.

Now this is the way to start off
a good day! Especially if the torti-
llas are fresh homemade ones! My
favorite Mexican restaurant is Mi
Ranchito on south Center Street in
Stockton, California. When you
have a meal there it 2lways includes
hot fresh, homemade torillas. If
you've never had them, then I can't
tell you about their heavenly flavor.
It's something that you have to ex-
perience to know what I'm talking
about.

Ifyou’re everin Stockton, stop
by Mi Ranchito and have a great
meal along with their fresh home-
made tortillas. They’re just two
blocks south of the cross-town free-
way on Center Street. And, J.R.,
don’t be such a cheapskate — take
Ellen up to Austin to El Sol y La

Luna for breakfast some weekend.
Have the Migas and let me know
how they are. OK? Heck it only
looks to be two or three hundred
miles on the map.

While we're on the subject of
hotspicy foods, here’s a recipe that
my friend Pat Conway sent to me
awhile back. Let me warn you in
advance, this isone HOT dish! This
is an African recipe for pork stew
and its really unique as it uses sweet
potatoes in it, but boy is it good!

I don't eat pork, so I substi-
tuted Turkey for the meat, but it
was still mighty larrupin! For you
folks that like a hot pork dish, here’s
how to make:

African Fire Pork Stew
12 small dried red chilies
3 |bs. Pork butt, trrimmed of excess
fatand tendon, cut in 1-inch pieces
(about 3 cups chopped pork meat)
2 large onions, cut in large dice -
6 cloves garlic, coarsely chopped
6 jalapeno peppers, seeded,
stemmed, and coarsely chopped
173 cup peanut oil
2-inch piece ginger root, peeled
and coarsely chopped
2 TBS. paprika
2 tsp. Each ground nutmeg, corian-
der, cinnamon and allspice
2 TBS. dark brown sugar
5 cups unsalted beef broth or stock
3 cups peeled and chopped toma-
toes, or a2 28-ounce can tomatoes
1/4 cup roasted peanuts

(Continued on facing page)



J.D.'s Kitchen

(From previous page)
4 medium sweet potatoes, peeled
and cut into 3/4 inch pieces
1/4 cup red wine vinegar

Cut the dried chilies in boiling
water and soak for 2 to 3 hours or
until they are soft. Drain and
coarsely shop. Set aside until
needed. Cook the pork, onions,
garlic, and jalapeno peppers 1 the
peanutoil over high heatfor 7 to 10
minutes, stirring all the while. Add
the ginger, spices, and sugar and
cook over moderate heat for 5 min-
utes, stirring frequently. Add the
beef broth and bring to a boil over
high heat. Add the tomatoes, pea-
nuts, and reserved chilies, reduce
the heat to moderate and cook for
1 hour, stirring from time to time.
Add the potatoes and vinegar and
cook for 25 to 30 minutes or until
the meat and potatoes are tender.
Season with salt and pepper and
garnish with chopped parsley to
taste. Serves 9.

Now this will definitely warm
you up on a cold winter or spring
day! And Billy B. Don't be com-
plaining that its too hot, just cut
down on the chilies!

A couple of weeks ago |
dropped into a second hand store
on Sutter Hill which is run by one of
the local churches. [ stop in occa-
sionallyto checkandseeifthereare
any cast iron pots and pans worth
buying. I also check out their col-
lection of cookbooks on sale.

About once or twice a year I'll
find a cookbook that is worth hav-
ing. This month was one of those
times. The book has no cover and
is well dog-eared from lots of use
and I got it for 50¢. What a deal!
This is obviously an old book and
has recipes that I've only heard of
but couldn’t find in some of the
more “modern” ones. The follow-
ing isone of these recipesand Isure
love it.

Eggs Mornay

1172 Ib. Pkg. Cheese, Cheddar, etc.
173 cup milk
1/4 1sp. Salt
1/2 tsp. Dry mustard
6 hard cooked eggs, sliced
1 12-0z. Pkg. Frozen Asparagus,
cooked
6 slices bread, toasted

Combine cheese, milkand sea-
sonings in a double boiler over hot
water. Heat, stirring frequently until
cheese is melted and sauce is
smooth. Arrange eggs and aspara-
guson toast. Top with cheese sauce
and serve atonce. Makes 6 servings
or feeds one normal banjo picker.
(Or one abnormal banjo picker, as
the cast may be!)

Well folks, there are a couple
of wonderful ways to start off the
day with a great breakfast and a
stew that is so hot you'll wonder
why you love it! I hope you enjoy

(Continued on Page 22)

15t Annual Mother’s Day Weekend

“CAMP RUDE”
Bluegrass Festival

“World’s Most Earthshaking Bluegrass Festival”, in Scenic Town of

i i

PARKFIELD, CA.

May 7,8 & 9, 1999

**Early Bird Tickets Now on Sale**

FEATURING. ..

*LOST HIGHWAY * COPPERLINE * BLADERUNNERS

Bear Ridge Bluegrass Band
Compost Mountain Boys

] Highway 02 * Lonesome Road

The Bluegrass Redliners

& more (o be announced

Dale Lawrence - T.J. Lyons - Pat Conwa y — Emcees

Shaded Stage Area
Sound 5)' Cal Central
Flush Toilets

Hot Showers

Kids Gift Wor"sﬁap
Parktield Inn & Café

é})ccia/ Mothers Band -
=

Horseback Riding

g
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\
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(as it should be...)
Tent Camping ~ O.K.
Wood Stoves ~ O.K.
Bicycles ~ O.K.

Golf Carts ~ O.K.
Pets on Leash — O.K.

Must Have Fun ~ O.K.

o 1
L__ _ ANavioders \__ L ew

**#240 Electrical Hoo‘up Ls‘pd(,‘ﬂs available for pm-paft[ tickets on/y i
Visit our web site for festival site photos & more info

-~

\\’\\'“'.('{lI'HIH'II(I(‘.I‘(}]II or www, l)t‘l l‘l‘“(‘l(l.('(llll

$35.00
$25.00

3 Day Advanced Ticket
2 Day Advanced Ticket

No Single Day Discounts ~ Kids 13 & Under FREE -~ Kids 65 & Over % Price

After April 15¢h, 1999
3 Day Ticket
2 Day Ticket
Single Day Ticket

$55.00
$35.00
$20.00

Make Checks or Money Orders pnyal:lc to: Pat Conway " “Blucgrass"

PO

Box 44135 Lemon Cove, CA. 93244-4135

April, 1999 - Bluegrass Breakdown - Page 21



RECORDING REVIEWS

You Asked For It
Broad River

Independent Label

CD 347298.10

Contact: Hughie Wylie
292 Gresham Rd
Douglasville, GA 30134

Songs: Homeward Bound, Little
Mountain Church House, It's
Pickin’ Time, Duncan And Brady,
Dark Mandolin Night, Talk It All
Over With Him, Ghost Riders In
The Sky, Walk The Way The Wind
Blows, Canaan Land, Blue Ridge,
Steel Rails, Building On The Rock

Personnel: Gerry Hall- guitar, lead,
tenorand baritone vocals; Hughie
Wylie - mandolin, lead and bari-
tone vocals; Roger Robinson -
banjo, lead and bass vocals; David
Anderson - bass, lead and tenor
vocals

By Ken Reynolds

This CDis one I received from
a regional band out of the
Douglasville, Georgia area. The
name of the group is Broad River
and they play a lot of festivals in
Georgia, and neighboring states.

I became acquainted with
their mandolin player, Hughie
Wylie, over the Internet about a
year or so ago. Hughie started his
music career at the age of three,
playing square dances with his
father. Over the years, his playing
and contributions to the South-
ern music scene, resulted in his
induction in the Atlanta Country
Music Hall of Fame. When Hughie
was talking about the recording
session they had just completed, I
asked if he might consider send-
ing me one to review. (I never
miss a chance to hear a new
group).

I wasn’t sure what | would
get with this CD, but as I started
listening to it I found that it had

J.D.'s Kitchen

(Continued from Page 21)
these as much as I do.

We've gotten tosit herearound
the fire and visit fora while. I poked
some funatmyol’ pals ].R. and Billy
B. Let’s all meet here next month
and hopefully the weather will be
nice and warm so I can build up a
big camp fire outside and putona
big potof Cowboy Coffee. ThenI'll
throw a couple of big Tri-tips on to
cook nice and slow over a nice bed
of Manzanita coals. How’s that
sound?

Until next month, may God
grant you all peace and health.

Yer friend,

2. i S

some good songs on it. The group
has included three original tunes
on this album for your listening
pleasure. “Homeward Bound™ was
written by banjo player Roger
Robinson. Hughie wrote “It’s Pickin'
Time” and “Dark Mandolin Night”.
Broad River does a great arrange-
ment on a song that one doesn't
usually associate with bluegrass.
I'm sure you have never heard
“Ghost Riders In The Sky” done the
way this talented group does it.

For you fans of gospel music,
the group has included songs like
“Little Mountain Church House”,
“I'll Talk It All Over With Him”,
“Canaan Land”, and an a capella
version of “Building On The Rock™.

As you listen to the album,
you're going to hear some solid
vocal harmonies and great picking.

This Southern group picks
bluegrass music with an attitude.
To get your hands on this one,
contact Hughie Wylie at the address
listed at the top of this review and
treat yourself to some fine blue-
grass done Southern style.

Echoes Of The Past
Buzz Matheson & Mac Martin

White Oak Records
WO 104

P.0. Box 253
Finleyville, PA 15332

Songs: Darling Do You Know Who
Loves You, On The Old Kentucky
Shore, Angels Watching Over Me, |
Can See That You're Living A Lie,
New Memphis Blues, Childish Love,
One Teardrop And One Step Away,
Jesus Will Save Your Soul, I've Al-
ways Been A Rambler, Bluegrass
Stomp, Have No Desire To Roam, |
Could Cry, The Old Chain Gang, I'll
Just Pretend, Cincinnati Rag, Emo-
tions, Just When I Needed You, If
You See My Savior, Rose On God's
Shore, Take My Ring From Your
Finger, We Can't Be Darlings Any-
more.

Personnel: Buzz Matheson - man-
dolin, lead guitar, lead and tenor
vocals; Mac Martin - rhythm guitar
and lead vocals; Pat Matheson - bass.

By Ken Reynolds

Echoes Of The Past is just what
the name implies. It features the
“brother duet” country/bluegrass
type of singing of Buzz Matheson
and Mac Martin. This CD was put
out by White Oak Records of Penn-
sylvania.
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Mac Martin was a long-time
fixture in the country and bluegrass
community of Western Pennsylva-
nia and is considered to be a true
pioneer in this style of music. For
years now Mac has had his own
bluegrass band, The Dixie Travel-
ers. This group specializes in the
sound and style of 1940s/50s era
bluegrass bands.

Buzz Matheson is known
throughout Ohio as a creative 3-
finger banjo stylist. On this project
he plays mandolin, which gives this
CD that old time feel. For a project
that utilizes only a guitar, a mando-
lin, and an acoustic bass for instru-
mentation, this CD delivers a rich,
full sound.

The vocals on this CD are mas-
terfully done and rate rightup there
with the likes of the Monroe Broth-
ers, the Louvin’s, and other great
duets of the past. As I listened to
this CD, I couldn't help but think
about my friends in the California
Bluegrass Association like Bob
James and Ernie Hunt and Jake
Quesenberry who have been play-
ing this type of music for as long as
I can remember.

This album goes back to the
pure roots of what our beloved
bluegrass music is all about. You
get 21 great songs for your money.
A bargain at any price.

Ifyouare like me and enjoy the
old brother duet style of singing, I
highly recommend that you add
this one to your collection.

Home Sweet Home
Steve Palazzo

Whiffletree Records
WTR 166

Contact: Steve Palazzo
331 Union St.

Santa Cruz, CA 95060
(408) 426-7255

Songs: I Heard The Bluebirds Sing,
Home Sweet Home, Sunny Side Of
Life, Lonely Tombs, One Dime Blues,
Are You Tired Of Me My Darling,
Weary Blues, Road To Columbus,
Texas Girl, Whiskey Before Break-
fast, Come Back Darling, Fuller
Blues, Satisfied Mind, Ragtime
Annie, Three Times Seven, Colored
Aristocracy, I Am A Pilgrim.

Personnel: Steve Palazzo - guiar,
vocals; David Grier - guitar; Diana
Donnelly - harmony vocals; Amy
Haberman, harmony vocals; Joe
Kimbro - mandolin, harmony vo-
cals; David Rengers - mandolin;

Mike Osgood - mandolin, baritone
vocals; Mark McCormack - banjo;
Jim Hilden - banjo; Joe Weed - fiddle;
Pat Mahoney - fiddle, harmony vo-
cals; Billy Rudock - bass, bass vo-
cals.

By Ken Reynolds

I just received this CD from
Santa Cruz, CAbased musician Steve
Palazzo. The title of the album is
“Home Sweet Home” and it is
packed with a variety of musical
styles ranging from bluegrass, blues,
and country influenced tunes.

Steve is probably better known
from his work in Northern Califor-
nia bands such as Indigo, and more
recently the bluegrass band
Homefire.

On this project Steve utilized a
variety of top musicians to help him
out. [ think you guitar players out
there will really enjoy the great flat-
picking tunes where Steve and
David Grier team up and lay down
some solid picking. There are five
such tunes on this CD. They are the
title cut “* Home Sweet Home”, as
wellas “Road To Columbus”, “Whis-
key Before Breakfast”, “Ragtime
Annie” and “Colored Aristocracy”.
On three of the songs, Steve uses
the Homefire band to back him;
“Are You Tired Of Me My Darling”,
“Come Back Darling” and “I Am A
Pilgrim”.

The song “I heard The Blue-
birds Sing” features Diana Donnelly,
( a founding member of the, once
all girl group Sidesaddle) singing
harmony with Steve. A nice combi-
nation.

There is some great picking
and singing on this project. If your
taste goes beyond traditional blue-
grass music, you should contact
Steve at the address listed at the top
of this review and see how you can
get your hands on this one.

By Request
Jimmy Trivette

Jamsu Music- Jamsu 4951

To order contact: Jamsu Music
307 Speaks Road

West Jefferson, NC 28964

or call (336) 246-6106

Songs: House Of The Rising Sun,
Blue Moon Of Kentucky, Bury Me
Beneath The Willow, Crying Holy,
The Day God Gave You To Me, Ken-
tucky Waltz, Mama's Crown, By
The Side Of The Road, I Know What
It Means To Be Lonesome, Just Said
Goodbye To My Dreams, Buckets

Of Rain, Love Letter In The Sand.

Personnel: Jimmy Trivette - lead
and harmony vocals; Steve Lewis -
guitar, banjo, mandolin and vo-
cals; Randy Greer- guitar, mando-
lin, vocals; David Pendley - man-
dolin, vocals; Sue Trivette - guitar,
vocals; Scott Freeman - fiddle;
Tony Testerman - bass; Tim Lewis
- banjo; Charles Welch - vocal.

By Ken Reynolds

Justgot this CD from mygood
friend Jimmy Trivette. This is his
latest solo project on the Jamsu
label and was produced by former
band member David Pendley and
Wesley Easter,

Jimmy was witha band called
Ric-O-Chet, based out of North
Carolina for mayyears. Ric-O-Chet
played the Grass Valley festival on
three different occasions. The
group has now changed the name
of the band to Last Run.

If you are one to the many
fans of this alented group, you
will be pleased to find out that
they are in the studio now work-
ing on another project.

1was really thrilled to get this
CD as Jimmy has been one of my
favorite vocalists since the first
time | heard him sing. He has a
powerful, soulful voice that is
uniquely his own, and is well
suited to bluegrass music.

Jimmy is backed up on this
project by band members of Last
Run and, I assume, some guest
artists including Jimmy’s wife Sue.

There is some outstanding
music presented here. The pick-
ing and singing on the CD is about
as good as it gets, in my opinion.

You are going to hear some
solid picking by Steve, Randy,
David, Tony, Sue, Scott , and Tim
on this project. These folks are all
top notch musicians,

I would have to say that my
favorite on this album is “The Day
God Gave You To Me”, This is a
beautiful love song written by
Jimmy. He is joined vocally by his
wife Sue and Steve Lewis. Another
great original song on this album
is “Mama's Crown”; written by
none other than Jimmy's bride
Sue Triverte. Just thought I would
tell you that Sue has a great voice
in her own right.

Jimmy does a lot of classic
songs on this projectsuchas “Blue
Moon Of Kentucky”, “Bury Me
Beneath The Willow”, “ Crying
Holy”, “Kentucky Waltz", and “By
The Side Of The Road”. They have
also included some fine arrange-
ments onsongs like the Bob Dylan
song “Buckets Of Rain” and the
traditional “House Of The Rising
Sun”,

If you are a Jimmy Triverte
fan, you will want to add this one
to your collection. Ifyou have not
heard Jimmy sing, get your hands




on“By Request” and youwillsoon
be a fan of this talented man.

The Broken Road
Jeff White *

Rounder Records
CD 11661-0445-2
One Camp Street
Cambridge, MA 02140

Songs: The Broken Road, Lone-
some As It Gets, Stay Away From
Me, Cliffs By TheSea, Rich Gal, Bet
On An Angel, Cheater’s Heart, The
Struggle, This Lonely Heart Of
Mine, I'll Make My Way, I'm Not A
Stranger To Love, I Wonder, The
OnlyGirl, The FiddleIn The Trees.

Personnel: Jeff White - guitar, vo-
cals; Vince Gill - mandolin, har-
mony vocals; JeffGuernsey - fiddle;
Mike Bub and Barry Bales - bass;
Pete Wernick - banjo; Jerry Dou-
glas - dobro; Alison Krauss - har-
mony vocals on “Cliffs By The
Sea”, “The Struggle”, “Cheater’s
Heart” ; Dawn Sears - harmony
vocals on “I'm Not A Stranger To
Love”; Jason Carter - twin fiddle
on “Stay Away From Me”".

By Ken Reynolds

The Broken Road is the latest
release by Jeff White on the
Rounder Records label. This CD is
full of good hard diving bluegrass
music provided by Jeff and a stel-
lar group of musicians.

1 have to admit that when I
gotthis CD, I didn’tknow who Jeff
White was. After listening to it
several times now, I know that he
is one of the finest vocalists in the
bluegrass music scene today, in
my opinion.

The first time I listened to

this CD, I was about half way
through the first cut, “The Broken
Road”, when I knew | was in for
some top notch music.
When one looks at the musicians
that appear on this CD, you just
know the picking is going to be
totally awesome.

There is a lot of original ma-
terial on this project. Jeff co-wrote
ten of the fourteen songs on this
album,

The title cut, “The Broken
Road” and “T'll Make My Way” was
written by Jeff and Pete Wernick.
Jeffand Pete teamed up with Dawn
Sears to write “I'm No Stranger To
Love”.1could go onand on, butin
short folks, there's nota bad song
on this album.

The songs thatlenjoyed most
was “The Broken Road”, “This
Lonely Heart Of Mine", (written
by Vince Gill) and “The Fiddle In
The Trees”, (written by Pete

Wernick ).

The song selection, the vocal

harmonies, and the picking on this
album is as about as good as it gets.

If you have never heard Jeff

White, let me tell you folks, do
yourself a big favor and get your
hands on this CD and treat yourself
tosuper bluegrass music performed

to perfection.

RECORDING REVIEWS

California Hills
Sidesaddle & Co.
Fauldine Records

Songs: Merina, California Hills,
Squaredance Saturday Night,
Higbway Of Sorrow, Walking Up
AHill, PainIn My Heart, Genesee,
Heartbreak Hill, TheMoon Is High

And So Am I, Dark As A Dungeon,
Sandyland, Rooster Bill, Red Hot
Sallys, In The Pines, How Moun-
tain Girls Can Love.

Personnel: Jerry Ashford (guitar),

Dave Ristrim (banjo), Kim Elking

(mandolin), Lee Anne Welch
(Continued on Page 24)
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Featuring:

great new band.

-

optional).

-

For information, call:

\:

8th Annual

Wolf Mountain Bluegrass Festival

July 30th - August 1st

At the Nevada County Fairgrounds in Grass Valley, California

eVern and Ray -- That’s Vern Williams and Ray Park, with Herb Pedersen, Ed Neff and Steve Pottier. Vern

and Ray are responsible for popularizing bluegrass music in California during the 1960’s, and have continued to
serve as a major inspiration to musicians since that time. They parted in the 1970s to pursue individual paths in
the music, but will be back together this weekend along with their original banjo player Herb Pedersen. Herb has
gone on to develop his own career, becoming not only the leader of several popular bluegrass and country bands but
one of the most sought after studio musicians in bluegrass and country music.

eLaurel Canyon Ramblers -- Enjoying the success of their third CD: Back On The Street Again
(currently #12 album and #14 song — Bluegrass Unlimited), the Ramblers will be up from Southern California to join
us for the festival weekend.

eSam Hill -- This Pacific Northwest favorite will be back again this year They feature a lot of original mate-
rial by mandolinist Jeff Smith and excellent harmony singing with guitarist Doug Salmon and Jeff’s lifelong buddy
Dave Chulupsky (theyre married to sisters!)

eCrane Canyon -- This collection of San Francisco Bay Area musicians brings together about a thousand

years of bluegrass performing (or at least Ed looks like it). Several of the top California side-men combine with the
powerful Clarence White influenced guitar of Evan Morgan to provide a real solid 5-piece bluegrass band. The depth

of this group is evidenced by the instrumental prowess as well as severat strong harmony combinations.

eBlade Runners -- This young group from Southern California has found the secret to bluegrass music.
They have developed the power and drive, and have discovered how to put feeling in the music. Come discover this

’ngh country -- Thirty years of hardcore bluegrass music has been provided by this group, and there’s no
sign they're giving it up anytime soon.

eCrooked Jades -- his group has created a music all their own. To simplify you could say they play

bluegrass and old-time music, but that doesn't even begin to describe the creative talent that has gone into this
band'’s recordings or what they present during their stage show.

eLone Prairie -- “The Cowboy Band”, as they are affectionately referred to, provide a great mix of soaring
harmonies and instrumental spice. They'll take you back to the wide open prairies and the land of sunsets (campfire

Stay tuned (always a good idea!) for more ...

Advance tickets for all 3 days ..........coeeerrernnnne
12 PO AT YOALS <iasicscniconsns

Children under 12 are Free
(408) 425-2270 or

...............................

A weekend of camping with music, arts and crafts, food and family fun for all.

Write to Wolf Mountain Festival

PO Box 91

Santa Cruz, CA 95063
email:
website:

DBaker@Briogon.com
Briogon.com/wolf

N

Y,
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Further Travels of a Bluegrass Junkie

by M.D. “Pepper” Culpepper

On Thursday the 18th of Feb-
ruary, I flew to Atlanta and boarded
a 50 passenger jet to Ashville, North
Carolina. Arriving at 10:30 p.m. (
halfan hour earlier than the sched-
uled time). Meanwhile, John
Duncan flew to Charlotte, North
Carolina, rented a car and drove 1o
Ashville, and was there when 1
landed. No trouble driving the 10
miles or so to the Holiday Inn
SunSpree Resort one of only 17 of
its kind in the world, a world-class
resort mini-city. Four years ago,
Milton Harkey and Larry Saye re-
served this hotel for two days of the
best bluegrass music money can
buy. As the main stage area only
holds 800 people, they sell out ev-
ery vear for this “Winter Special” in
the month of February. Carl Pagter
and I went to the first one, and
because he has opted to be some-
where else since then, John has
shared a room with me. The North
Carolina nurses, Joan McLemore
and Sheila Talbert, have been our
“next door neighbors” every year
since. And this year their friends
and mine, Earlineand Nemp Hughs
from Suatesville, North Carolina
were on the other side of John and
me — we were surrounded by
nurses and missed a good opportu-

] RECORDING REVIEWS

(Continued trom Page 23)
(fiddle) and Beth McNamara
(bass).

By Michael Hall

Sidesaddle & Co. fans all
agree: Their favorite band goes
into the studio far too little, but
when the band finally does re-
lease a new session CD, it’s worth
the wait. Since 1979 (the 20th
anniversary party will be this fall),
the band has produced only 5
studio recordings.

True to the group’s form,
"California Hills” was over two
years in the making. The record-
ing is the first studio session re-
flecting the band’s mid-1990s ad-
dition of men to the formerly all-
women line-up. Jerry Ashford (gui-
tar) and Dave Ristrim (banjo), join
Kim Elking (mandolin), Lee Anne
Welch (fiddle) and Beth McNamara
(bass). Lisa Burns has since re-
placed McNamara in the current
Sidesaddle line-up.

Sidesaddle continues to be
the South Bay's most popular
band. The "good friends” and
"good times” that characterize live
Sidesaddle appearances comes
throughin this CD. The band mixes
bluegrass standards (In The Pines,
Pain In My Heart, Highway Of Sor-
row) with tasteful acoustic ren-
derings of country and alt-country
tunes (Squaredance Saturday

nity to get sick!! Anyway, we all
enjoyed our stay there enough to
reserve rooms for next year.

On our way from the airport to
the Holiday Inn, John found a store
where he could get some food that
fitinto his new diet and I got some
milk and rolls for breakfast for the
next 3 mornings. It was near mid-
night before we got checked into
our room, but Joan and Sheila were
in their room nextdoor to us. Since
hadn’t seen each other since last
October in Louisville, Ky., we all
had a nice visit before going to bed.
Itwas 3 a.m. and every night of our
stay there, Johnand 1 seemed to be
up until about that same time! As
the shows on the main stage started
at 1 p.m. the next 2 days, we got
plenty of sleep.

As I have said before, Milton
Harkey not only books the best
bands money can buy at his events,
he seems to get more shows out of
them. A case in point: Friday at 1
p.m., the Freight Hoppers started
everything offwith their fast, crowd
pleasing type of old-time music with
frailing banjo and fiddle tunes (as
you probably know, since we had
them at our Father's Day Festival
last June ) and everyone enjoyed
them. They played and sang the

Night, Dark As A Dungeon, Heart-
break Hill). Along the way, some
old-time tunes (How Mountain Girls
Can Love, Sandy land) mix with
Roger Miller’s humorous The Moon
Is High And So Am 1.

Six of the album’s 15 tunes are
Sidesaddle origind®s. Lee Anne
Welch contributes Merina, a classic
fiddle tne written to entertain its
namesake child. Jerry Ashford’s title
song is the best known of his origi-
nals and a local bluegrass anthem,
while Walking Up A Hill is a lively
instrumental that features Ashford’s
legendary guitar picking. Kim
Elking’s mandolin original Rooster
Bill adds to her collection of barn-
yard-inspired offerings. Elking's
Genesee isa loving depiction of her
younger years in Genesee, Califor-
nia (like Lake Wobegone, Minne-
sota — not on any map!). Beth
McNamara's Red Hot Sallys reminds
us that things are not all what they
seem — flowers that look beautiful
until theyare too closely examined.

With the menfolk on board,
this isn't your mother’s Sidesaddle.
Ifyou haven'theard this band lately,
you haven't heard this band. Side-
saddle & Co. will appear at the 6th
Good Old Fashioned Bluegrass Fes-
tival, July 9-11, 1999.

Sidesaddle & Co., 613 Rosa
Morada Road, Hollister, CA. 95023,
(831) 637-8742, lisaonbass(@
aol.com
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better part of an hour. As did Lou
Reid and Carolina, who with Gina
Britt playing banjo, had a young
Brian Stevens on guitar and Jeff
Deaton on bass. Jeff is Illrd Tyme
Out bass player Ray Deaton'’s son.
All good solid pickers. As Lou Reid
is also a regular member of The
Seldom Scene, he got a “work-out”
both days.

The Reno Brothers were the
third band to go onstage, and as
they have played in California for
the last few years, you know that
they are hard to beat as musicians
and singers. Iam glad that they call
me their friend, even if Don Wayne
kept me up that night roaming the
halls, listening to jams, and visiting.
He just barelygotbreakfast the next
morning, before they all left for
another gig. The fourth group was
Del McCoury and his award win-
ning musicians — the hottest and
best liked band on the road today.
Theyclosed outthe afternoon show
on the main stage.

After supper break, all four
bands played on the sunken stage
at the Fireside Lounge, before the 8
til 12 Midnight shows back on the
main stage! This evening the “mys-
tery band” played a set too. Turns
out that it was Mountain Heart with
former Doyle Lawson sidemen Barry
Abernathy, Steve Gulley, and Jimmy
Vancleve, with Alan Perdue on man-
dolin and Johnny Dowdle on bass
— what a bonus!! They will play at
our Father's Day Féstival this June
(another reason for everyone to get
their tickets early and plan on at-
tending our Grass Valley doin'’s).

I told you that Milton really
gets the best bands - and uses them
more than anyone else I know. He
also has local bands on stage while
the main shows are playing. And as
you know: North Carolina has some
of the best bluegrass pickers and
singers in the world, and a good
bunch of them come to this event.

If it is possible to top Friday's
line-up, Milton did it. The shows
were started off by The McPeak
Brothers — no better brother har-
monies than theirs, The Seldom
Scene, who have three lead singers
that take a back seat to no one
Dudley Connell, Fred Travers, and
Lou Reid followed with “straight
ahead singing” no wobbly notes
here. Straight gut-wringing stuff
this day! [ know you all are used o
hearing Lou and Dudley, but Fred
Travers and his Dobro may be new
toyou. Before [eversaw Fred, | had
already bought everything he had
recorded. So it wasn't hard for me

“to become one of his life-long fans

a few years ago. Since he has be-
come a2 member of The Scene, I've
heard a lot more of his lead and
harmony singing across the coun-
ry. Needless to say, I sat through
and enjoyed everything they did in
all three sets that day as they kept
the hair on the back of my neck
sticking out (a hard thing to do, as
it is awfully short).

M.D. "Pepper" Culpepper

A hard act to follow — not
many bands can do it successfully -
but]. D. Crowe and The New South
can and did. The newest member
of the band, guitar playing and lead
singing Rickey Wasson was up front
doin’ a lot of the bluegrass that |
love (what a great voice he brought
with him outof Kentucky), with the
help of Curt Chapman on bass,
Dwight McGill-mandolin and vo-
cals, Phil Leadbetteron Dobro, and,
of course . D. Crowe on banjo. ].D.
is notonly the best traditional blue-
grass banjo player in the business,
he sings harmony the way that I
enjoy hearing so much — even the
Merle Haggard songs he plays are
bluegrass enough for me.

The closing band of this day’s
music in both the afternoon and
the evening has been to Milton
Harkey's Bluegrass First Class in
Ashville all four years. This was
none other than the Lonesome River
Band — no strangers to any of us, as
the last couple of years they have
wonalmosteveryaward atone time
or another. They are part time
contemporary, part time gospel,
part time traditional bluegrass, and
full time entertainers. [ didn't miss
any of their 3 shows, even staying
for the very end of 2 near perfect
days. This was topped off the next
day (Sunday morning) by Paul Wil-
liams & The Victory Trio — who, by
the way also played in the sunken
lounge Saturday evening.

If there was a downside to this
weekend, it was that it was impos-
sible for me to hear every song that
was sung in The Holiday Inn
SunSpree Resort. And it was hard
for me to leave old friends, as well
as new friends like Russ Jordan
(Host of “Goin’ Across the Moun-
rain” on WNCW 88.7 FM, Spindale,
N.C.), and Nelson Hopwood from
Maysville, Ky. (who has “Wooville
on the Web”, that provides infor-

mation on upcoming concerts, elc.
and is a very good representative
for the Festival Of The Bluegrass,
Horse Park in Lexington, Kentucky;
he already has a report on Ashville
for anyone that pulls it up by going
to: <http://members.spree.com/
wooville/reviews.htm/>). lalready
knew Nelson through the Bgrass-L
list out of the UKY.EDU, but it was
my gain when we finally met in
person.

[also got to talk to Milt Pappas
who represents County Sales, from
whence a lotof us get recordings of
our favorite bluegrass bands. We
have known each other for some
time, and at Bass Mountain lastyear
when [ told him I had trouble sign-
ing off Bgrass-L, he told me how to
do it, and also sent me written in-
structions. [ thinkof him every time
I head-out on another trip — I can
nomail very well now!

Anyway, I said it was hard for
me to leave good friends, so John
and I stayed until Monday morning
(that way, we let every one leave
Sunday). He dropped me off at the
Ashville airport around 9:30 a.m.,
for the first leg of my return home.
In the two days we had heard some
of the best music one can “cram”
into such a short time. It felt like
four days of non-stop music, and
I'm not so sure that it wasn’t,

Thanks to all those that
planned and worked so hard to
bring ones like myself together for
music which was as good as it gets.
John and I and all of our friends
have renewed our reservations at
the Resort for next year. If you
would like to be there with us, call
the hotel and reserve your room
soon, as there is seating for only
800 people. Also it might be a good
idea to give Milton Harkey a call, so
he can put you down as being one
of the “lucky” ones accepted.



Bluegrass News Magazine for England’s North West Area

by Elena Corey

Derek and Jean Brandon live -

in Chester, England and they pro-
mote and produce The North West
Bluegrass News. The NWBN serves
as botha magazine and a non-profit,
volunteer organization, devoted to
improving the lot of bluegrass mu-
sicians in the area, and “to help
improve and develop the bluegrass
scene in the N. W, region of En-
gland by improving communica-
tion.”

Derekisalso the web master of
the organization’s website and also
of the British Bluegrass Music
Association’s web site as well as
(with Jean) organizerof the Chester
Bluegrass Pickers Club. Inaddition
to these gigantic music-related re-
sponsibilities, Derek actively pur-
sues other interests such as ham
radioand caravanning, and he main-
tains an interest in spelunking.

Like all magazines, the NWBN
has found that the growing use of
on-line reading has opened many
newdoorsand expanded the sphere
of influence considerably. Derek
says “We first put NWBN on the
Internet because we had something
to say and it costs almost nothing to
say it.” He explained that the on-
line offering of the newsletter
brought their little corner of the
world to the attention of bluegrass
fans - and tourists - worldwide. He
says, “We have visitors to our clubs

and festivals from the USA as a di-

rect result of the web site.”

Derek believes that people are
attracted to the NWBN web site
because it has much high quality
content (very frequently updated),
there are some good photos in it,
there is tablature with discussion
notes, TABRITE files and MIDI files
and it is fast, being low on fancy
graphics which aren’t needed. In
addition to current and recent past
on-line editions of the newsletter,
the web site features a wide array of
other appealing, and eye-catching
features, a strong mission statement
and summary information on fund-
ing, distribution, expenses and ben-
efits of sponsorship.

Derek and Jean recently re-
tired and began putting a lot of
effort into making the bluegrass
magazine the best of its kind in the
area. The NWBN has received
several articles from American writ-
ers, and the magazine occasionally
re-publishes an especially useful
article which has appeared else-
where. All these are factors in the
exponential growth of the maga-
zine. They send complimentary
copies to area radio station pro-
gramming managers, festival orga-
nizers and area representatives of
the British Bluegrass Association as
well as some bluegrass “stars” to
raise the profile and awareness of
the NW area and its’ bands and
clubs. Copies are also taken to area
concerts and given out, to interest

new people in becoming sponsors
and in getting involved in blue-
rass.
The NWBN offers feature ar-
ticles, listing of bluegrass on area

instrumental workshops, festival
listings and up-coming promotional
blurbs for bluegrass events, letters
to the editor, editorials, news items
in brief regarding things which re-

recording reviews, want ads, a list
of sponsors who contribute to the
support of the organization, with
notes of their locales to help people
interested in the music to find each

pages of A4 format, with about
16,000 toral words per issue. It
offers color cover photos. At the
present time, the NWBN is printed
free of charge by a volunteer, and

media, notation and TAB of music,

late to the music, performance and  other. Each issue consists of 20 (Continued on Page 26)

Steve Kaufman's Mandolin Camp

June 2 through June 6, 1999

» John Moore

Come Study With
» Robin Bullock

A Mandolin Event Like None Other ~ Specially designed for the Beginner through Professional
Located On The Campus of Maryville College in Maryville, TN - 17 mi. So. of Knoxville, TN

Limited Spaces - Call Today' Your Paid Registration of $425.00 Entitles You To

» Mike Compton » John Reischman

; : =7 ®  Rotating 2 Hour Classes with ALL of the Main Teachers
For Registrations and Camp Info: 3 . :
& . g e  All Meals and Lodging (companion packages avail.)
Steve Kaufman's Mandolin Camp .  44mission to All 3 Nightly Concerts including
P.O. Box 1020, Alcoa, TN 37701 the Camp Staff plus The Butch Baldassari Trio
1-800-FLLATPIK . :['n:llin'[: Gmu: :re::ture Se;les o
. ighly Focuse ernoon Panel Sessions

or 423-982-3808 (24 hrs.) i L . 5
. e Special Afternoon Slow Jam Classes |

Flatplk@compuserve'com e  Ensemble Work and Nightly Jams g N2

“'W?\-’.fi rebottle.com/kaufman/kaufman.html e  Many of the same great features of the Flatpicking Camp

The Camps are Sponsored in part by ~ AcuTab, Allways Travel, Ameritage Cases. Appalachian Music, Bluegrass Unlimited.

Blue Heron Cases. Collings Guitars, Deering Banjo Co., D’ Addario, DR HandMade Strings, Fishman Transducers. Flatpicking
Guitar Magazine, Gallagher Guitars, Homespun Tapes, Insty Prints, Mass Street Music, McIntyre Guitars, Mel Bay Pub..
Murlin’s Music World. PicKing, Roy's Record Shop, Santa Cruz Guitars, Shubb Capos, The Soup Kitchen and Taylor Guitars.

Steve Kaufman's Flatpicking Camp

One Full Week ~
Come Study With

» Russ Barenberg
» John Moore

June 6 through June 13, 1999

> Robin Bullock > Beppe Gambetta > Steve Kaufman
» Charles Sawtelle > Tim Stafford > Special Guest Instructors

A Flatpicking Event Like None Other ~ Specially designed for the Beginner through Professional
Located On The Campus of Maryville College in Maryville, TN - 17 mi. So. of Knoxville, TN.

Your Paid Registration of $650.00 Entitles You To:
7

Limited Spaces -
For Registrations and Camp Info:
Steve Kaufman's Flatpicking Camp |
P.O. Box 1020, Alcoa, TN 37701 .
1-800-FLATPIK
or 423-982-3808 (24 hrs.)
Flatpik @ compuserve.com

Rotating 2 Hour Classes with ALL of the Main Teachers
All Meals and Lodging (companion packages avail.)
Admission to All 6 Nightly Concerts

Morning Group Lecture Series including

Lynn Dudenbostel, Marty Lanham, Don Gallagher,
George Shuffler and Mike Longworth

Highly Focused Afternoon Panel Sessions including special
Theorist and Fingerpicking Champ ~ Rolly Brown

www.firebottle.com/kaufman/kaufman.html °  Ersemble Work and Nightly Jams
®  Special Afternoon Slow Jam Classes
- Don’t Sleep ®  3rd Annual Steve Kaufman Flatpicking Contest
Through ®  Special Delta Discounts and Free Airport Shuttle Service
This ®  Special Workshop with Mark Cosgrove, Cody Kilby and Allen Shadd,

Nightly Concert Series With The Staff plus: Hiwassee Ridge, Linda
Thomas, George Shuffler, Dan DeLancey, Rolly Brown, The Lone Mt.

Opportunity! -

Band, Camp Ensemble, Avery Trace and more!
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STUDIO INSIDER .

More about Recording Vocals in Bluegrass

by Joe Weed

Welcome to April! The sky is
still light now when I close the
studio and crawl up to the house
for dinner. That means that festi-
vals are coming soon, along with
the great jams and music parties of
summer. I'm ready!

Here atHighland Studio we've
had several CBA members come in
for projects and overdubs. John
Lytle mastered his guitar/tenor gui-
tar duets with his son, Anson. Lis-
ten for the album’s great fiddle cam-
eos by the legendary Byron Berline.
George Kincheloe, producer/guitar-
ist, and his client Joseph Pulizer
have justbeguna project,and Menlo
Parksinger-songwriter Benita Kenn
has laid down the first tracks on her
solo album.

I'll be off soon for a week Way
Down Upon the Suwannee River to
work on a documentary about
Stephen Foster. Although Foster
never saw the place, his “Old Folks
atHome” immortalized this river in

Bluegrass News
magazine
(Continued from Page 25)

the magazine doesn'taccept adver-
tising. Publication time is usually
bi-monthly, to accommodate the
flowofevents and volunteers’ avail-
able time.

Regarding organizational use
of the Internet to promote and pre-
serve bluegrass, Derek offers many
comments worth considering. One
of the things he stressed was, “It is
no good if the information isn’t
bang-up-to-date; you need a dili-
gent Webmaster who will pester
people for information, because
they won't think to send it to him.”

Derekand Jeanare both hobby/
weekend musicians and they say
that music has been a great influ-
ence in their lives. They visit Cali-
fornia yearly, since their daughter,
Pamela, lives and plays music with
her group in San Francisco. They
also know folks in the Santa Cruz
Bluegrass Society, and have played
such interesting places such as
Smiley’s Schooner Inn in Bolinas
and at the historic St. Charles Sa-
loon in Columbia.

To get acquainted with this
hard-working editor and bluegrass
lover, visit his web site. The
Brandons plan to visit California
again in May and will be happy to
meet their new CBA friends in per-
son. In the meantime, pictures and
a write-up of their last California
trip can be found at: htip:/
www.nwbn.freeserve.co.uk

The BBMA website is at http://
www.BBMA freeserve.co.uk

northern Florida; his piece eventu-
ally became Florida’s state song.
I'll take the family along, and we’ll
call a houseboat our home as we
play our fiddles, dodge ‘gators and
watch for manatees at (where else?)
Manatee Springs. More about the
Suwannee later.

Back to recording...
Where were we?

. Thismonth’s column will con-
tinue the focus on recording vocals
in bluegrass. We’ve been covering
the use of compressors, mic choice
and placement, and keeping the
singer happy and productive dur-

the topic of equalization, something
that can help you get a great vocal
sound without sending a bag of
problems on to your mixing or
mastering engineer.

The low-cut...

The most common equaliza-
tion (ie., “tone”) problem I en-
counter when mixing or mastering
tracks that were recorded by less
experienced engineers is the build-
up of low frequency energy, usually
on the vocal tracks. Plosives are
way too prominent. [hearmyspeak-
ers shuddering whenever the lead
vocalist sings a “p” ora “b.” Chest

from mics placed too close to a
singer muddy up the timbre of the
voice.

When mixing tracks that have
this problem, use equalization to
cut those low frequencies that are
too heavy. The challenge is to re-
move them while not coloring the
rest of the vocal track. When using
a hard disk recording and mixing
system, itis relatively easy, although
somewhat time-consuming, to find
the offending places and treat just
those spots with a selective applica-
tion of EQ (i.e., equalization, or
“tone controls.”) When mixing from
tape, that job becomes more diffi-

allows us to apply corrective EQ at
just the right moments to just the
right tracks. If you use a console
thatdoesn’t remember little details
and do them for you in an auto-
mated fashion, then you must care-
fully find a corrective EQ setting
that fixes the low frequencies but
doesn't eviscerate the vocal tone,
taking out its richness. And if you
are trying to fix these problems at
mastering (when all the tracks have
been mixed together), low fre-
quency cuts will of necessity affect
the bass and guitar as well. Not a

pretty picture!

ing a session. Now we'll move to  tones that are picked up strongly cult. A fully automated console (Continued on Page 27)
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STUDIO INSIDER

Corrective action

The full, rich part of a vocal
track resides in the lower frequen-
cies, although not as low as the
problem spots of plosives. How-
ever, these areas overlap in many
instances, so using EQ to fix them
often means making compromises.
As you cansee, it would be better to
avoid these issues altogether by re-
cording the vocal track properly.
The best way to avoid those over-
powering lows is to place the mic
farther from the singer and use a
good pop filter. Also, singers can
be coached to direct their plosives
off to the side, so they won't blasts
the mic’s diaphragm.

If you find that when you're
recording a vocalist there are still
excessive lows even after taking
these measures, then try using a
low frequency roll-off, or “high-
pass” filter. Try setting it at 80 Hz
(Hz stands for “Herz,” which has
nothing to do with being #1. It
means “cycles persecond.”) Alower
setting, say, 60 or 70 Hz, may work
too, but a higher setting usually
ends up affecting the timbre of the
voice, especially in a male vocal.
Some microphones have a low fre-
quency attenuation circuit built in,
with a switch on the mic to activate
it. Ingeneral, it's agood idea to use
it when recording vocals, but if
you're not familiar with the mic
you're using, listen to it both ways
before you decide whether or not
to use it,

Many engineers prefer to
record whenever possible without
applying corrective EQ. If micro-
phone choice or mic placementcan
eliminate the need for EQ, then
they prefer those options, feeling
that EQ circuits always dull the
sound somewhat. In many cases |
think they are right. Very good
equalizers are expensive tools. The
equalizers built into inexpensive
consoles have improvedgreatlyover
the years, but it’s still preferable to
record, if possible, without need-
ing to use them.

What about the
high end?

Another problem that shows
up on vocal tracks is excessive high
frequencies. This is due to many
causes, some of which may not be
readilyapparent, soI'll discuss them
a little here.

In the real world (i.e., outside
of the recording studio!), when we
have a conversation with someone,
we don’t normally stand with our
ear up against their mouth. When
we talk with someone, thereissome
space between us, and the sound
from their mouth has to travel

through that space before it gets to
ourears. Duringthattrip, thesound
is affected by its environment. The
high frequencies areattenuated (re-
duced) by the airand the surround-
ing absorptive surfaces. Back-
ground sounds mask them, further
diminishing our perception of
them. These high frequencies are
attenuated more than the mid-range
and low frequencies, so the image
that we get at our ears has the
“highs rolled off’ somewhat.

How intimate do you
really want to get?

When you seta microphone in
front of a singer, it's usually in a
spot where we very seldom place
our ear. The voyage of the sound
from the singer’s mouth to the mi-
crophone is very short and direct.
There is not much opportunity for
the environment to absorb the highs
before the sound hits the mic. Ifthe
studio is sound proof and quiet,
then the masking effect of back-
ground noises won'thide the highs.
The result of all this is that the
image the microphone gets will
contain much more high frequency
information than what we getwhen
we have a conversation.

So what does this mean?

It means that when you record
a vocal track, it will probably con-
tain more high frequencies than
what we normally hear when we
listen to voices in the real world.
Sibilants (“s” sounds), fricatives (“f’
sounds) and other high frequency
sounds will be much more appar-
ent. In fact, sometimes recording
engineers will have to use special-
ized pieces of gearor software called
“de-essers” to control them. Un-
processed, they can assume gigan-
tic proportions and cause unpleas-
ant distortion. S-s-s-s-s0 why don’t
engineers turn down those frequen-
cies before they get to tape?

Yeah, why don't they?
One reason is that they pro-
vide an exciting immediacy, or inti-
macy, to the vocal. Intimacy? Think
about placing your ear right up in
front of a person’s mouth as they
walk. (If that’s not an intimate activ-
ity, then you must be an insensitive
brute!) The intimacy that results
from closely recorded vocals can
help them sound “out in front of
the speakers.” It can help compen-
sate for the veil that recorded music
often seems to have when com-
pared with live sound. In an effort
to increase that sense of intimacy,
some engineers boost the high fre-
quencies when making a vocal re-
cording orwhen mixing. Overtime,

their ears become accustomed to
the brighter sound they've created,
and in an effort to maintain that
intimacy, they turn the highs up
even more.

As you can imagine, the result
of all this high frequency polishing
is often a recording plagued with
unnatural, distorted “s’s,”“f's.” and
other highs. When trying to salvage
a recording like this, I may find
myself lecturing to the innocent
victim of a careless engineer. Ob-
viously, it’s best to record without
causing those problems in the first
place.

To get it right,...

To get a nice, intimate vocal
sound without using EQ to brighten
the highs, record with a top-quality
condenser mic (nota dynamic mic),

a pop filter rather than a wind sock,
and be sure to go directly to tape or
disk without running the sound
through any unneeded preamps,
amps, busses, or equalizers. Using
a general-purpose dynamic mic for
recording vocals in the studio, and
then trying to achieve that missing
intimacy by boosting the highs, usu-
ally results in an artificial, brittle
sound. If the mixing engineer or
mastering engineer has to correct
the consequent problems, the
tracks can never sound as good as if
they hadn’t been processed in the
first place.

Next month

Next month I'll discuss spe-
cialized microphone preamps. My
feelings about these important
pieces of gear are fairly unpopular

Harmonica Korner —

Especially for... Beginners, Grandparents, Anyone

by Howard Polley

Hello April readers. Thanks
for turning your attention toward
HK. I hope some of you have dis-
covered the Harmonica and are
‘having fun with this simple, tradi-
tional instrument; maybe entertain-
ing a few friends or just enjoying
the harp yourself. Now —what’s up
for this month?

Musical Role Models

How about role models and
good examples in the harmonica
arena’? Of course as musicians we
look to those whose accomplish-
ments we admire and try to some
extent to emulate. What can we
learn from them? What do they
offer us? Here are just a few top
names in the harmonica field.

One name is continuously
mentioned — Nashville recording
and session artist Charlie McCoy.
Over20albums since the 60's, com-
pleting upwards of 400 recording
sessions a year, recipient of a
Grammy and other awards are just
some of his accomplishments. Al-
though best known as a country
artist, Charlie McCoy playsallstyles.
He has also done two excellent in-
structional videos. Getone of these
if you want to improve your harp
playing. One thing I've learned from
his videos, instruction books, and
interviews is his genuine “down
home” demeanor which to me goes
a long way. Check out Charlie
McCoy if you get a chance.

Another musician, recording
star, film music composer, and har-
monica inventor is Lee Oskar. His
name and accomplishments belong

with music store sales people and
mic preamp manufacturers’ sales
reps, but then I don’t derive my
income from selling them! And in
future columns, I'll give you some
hints about recording and mixing
background and harmony vocals,
withsome handy bluegrass-specific
tips and tricks. Happy trails!

JoeWeed records acoustic music at

bis Highland Studio in Los Gatos,
California. He bas released five
albums of bis own, produced many
projects for independent labels, and
done sound tracks for film, TV and
museums. You can reach Joe by
calling (408)353-3353, or by email,
at joe(@bighlandpublishing.com.

up there with Mathias Hohner in
my opinion. Lee Oskar was the first
one to come up with the designand
production of harmonicas in Natu-
raland Harmonic Minor keys. Other
companies then followed suit. Lee
Oskar also designed a harmonica
that replaces one of the missing
notes found in the lower octave of
the 10-hole diatonic harp. This
change made it easier to play in the
“cross harp” style. Lee Oskar har-
monicas are great, free-blowing and
sturdy harps. I've been using sev-
eral of them for the past 5 years with
no instrument failure on any of
them.

Another name that will knock
your sox off is champion bluegrass
player Mike Stevens. He has per-
formed on the Opry stage with such
Bluegrass icons as Bill Monroe and
Jim and Jesse and the Virginia Boys.
You've got to hear him to believe

his abilities. He plays fiddle tunes...
on the harmonica! He has several
recordings, comes from Canada,
and has an instruction book and
tape that helps a little to put your
sox back on.

Two other outstanding play-
ers are Terry McMillan and Buddy
Greene. Both of these players are
heard on several of the Bill Gaither
Gospel tapes and videos. Both play
withexceptional feeling and finesse.

Well, these are justa few of the
excellent harmonica playersaround
today. [ believe their abilities and
inspiration can benefitus all. In the
final analysis though, we can say
“Yes, that person is a great player.”
However, we must make our own
musical mark, however small, as a
musician.

Thanks for you time. Hope to
meet with you again next month.
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Dale Ann Bradley and Coon Creek
to tour California April 6-11

Californians will have a rare
opportunity to hear Dale Ann Brad-
ley and Coon Creek of Brea, Ken-
tucky in concert this month. The
band will be appearing in several
Northern California cities on their
tour.

Dale Ann Bradley’ssolorecord-
ing, “East Kentucky Morning”,
brought her critical and fan acclaim
when it was released on the
Pinecastle Record labelin 1997. The
project received wide media atten-
tion and air play, reached the top
10 onboth the Bluegrass and Ameri-
cana charts, and was embraced by
mainstream country radio as well.

Music Row called Dale Ann “a
gently mountain songbird with a
shimmering delivery; marvelous
purity of tone, soprano trills, and
lonesome bent notes.” Dale Ann
learned her powerful singing style
in the Primitive Baptist church
where her father was a minister,
and began performing with bands
by the time she was 14. In 1989 she
became a member on the Renfro
Valley Barn Dance, and was a regu-
lar on the famed Sunday Morning
Gatherin’ radioshow for eight years.
She recorded two solo albums for
the Renfro Valley label, and soon
became a highly sought after studio
vocalist and guest artist on record-

‘ings. In 1992, Dale Ann joined the
New Coon Creek Girls as guitarist
and lead singer.

Bands and

Ifyou would like to be listed in
this column, please send your en-
tertainment schedule to the editor
by the 1st of the preceding month.
Bands will be listed unless they ask
to be dropped from the roster.

California Based Bands

*Acme String Ensemble - “vin-
tage string band music”. Contact
Michael Harmon (415) 664-2858
or Chris Carney (707) 876-1858.

*Alhambra Valley Band, for in-
formation contact Lynn Quino-
nes (510) 229-0365.

*All Girl Boys, for information
andbookings call (510) 541-3 145,
or (916) 739-6101.

*Andy Padlo Band, for informa-
tionand bookings, call (415) 43 1-
8307.

» Arkansas Travelers, Traditional
Bluegrass Music and Comedy
showbyaward-winning duo. For
information and booking, call
(831) 477-2172 or write 3507
Clayton Rd., 100, Concord, CA
94519.

* Backcountry, “a variety of acous-
tic music”, including bluegrass,
gospel, folk, new-grass, and
acoustic jazz. Members play gui-
tar, mandolin, bass, banjo and

Formed in 1979 the New Coon
Creek Girls was one of only a hand-
ful of all-female groups in the his-
tory of bluegrass/acoustic music.
As long time members of the Renfo
Valley Barn Dance they helped pave
the way for many of the women
stars of today. Founding member
Vicki Simmons led the group for
eighteen years, playing bass, sing-
ing harmony vocals and penning
many of the group’s superb origi-
nal songs. Following the tremen-
dous success of Dale Ann’s “East
Kentucky Morning” release, Vicki
and Dale Ann decided to shift the
focus of the group. Vicki remainsas
harmony singer and bass player for
the group. Dale Ann Bradley &
Coon Creek, debuted in the fall of
1997.

Banjo player John Golden
joined Coon Creek in 1998 follow-
ing stints with Larry Sparks, James
Monroeand Charlie Sizemore Band.
John is passionate about Bluegrass
Music and his rich baritone voice
blends naturally with Dale Ann'’s.
Multi-instrumentalist Carl Caldwell
adds fullness to the instrumental
mixon mandolin, guitar, fiddle and
drobo. He has performed with many
groups including New Vintage, Ap-
palachian Trail and Twisted Lester.

The band’s California concert
tour includes the following dates
and locations:

* April 6 — House Concert (and Big

Party) at Nina Kelly’s in Pacific
Grove. For ticketinformation, con-
tact Nina Kelly Pacific Grove Pro-
ductions at 831-372-5641.
* April 8 — Private performance for
the Director of the San Francisco
Ballet at the San Francisco Opera

Upcoming Gigs ----------

Dobro. Contact Doug Clark (408)
726-2322.

*BanjerDan, for information or
bookings, call 619-702-6041; e-
mail: banjerdan(@mazart.com;
or visit our website at: <www.
mazart.com/banderdan.html >

*Tina Louise Barr, master per-
former of the Autoharp. For in-
formation or bookings, call (209)
522-6548 after 6:00 p.m. (PST).
May 1 — 3rd Annual Harps In
High Gear! Concert featuring
Douglas “Harmonica Johnson
and Tina Louise Barr (Master
Performer of the Autoharp), at
the Unity Church, 2467 Veneman
Avenue, Modesto, California.
Tickets are $5 in advance; $6 will
call; or $8 at the door. Mail order
tickets from Harps in High Gear!,
1801 H Street, Suite B-5 #225,
Modesto, CA 95354. For further
information, call 209-480-4477,

* Batteries Not Included — a Blue-
grass band based in the bay area,
playing contemporary and tradi-
tional bluegrass. For bookings,
contact Toni Murphy (408) 738-
1123. Or visit their web site at
<www.bnibluegrass.com > Bat-
teries Not Included will be play-
ing at Cuppa Joe, 194 Castro
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Street in Mountain View on Sat-
urday 10, and Sarurday May 8
from 8:30 to 11:30pm. For infor-
mation, call: 650-967-2294.

*Bear Ridge Bluegrass, Clan of
Bluegrass, hard driving Bluegrass
music. Forinformationand book-
ings contact “Crazy” Pat Conway
(209) 592-6389; voice mail: 209-
735-5877, P.O. Box 44135,
Lemon Cove, CA 93244. May 7, 8
& 9 — 1st Annual Mother’s Day
Weekend Camp Rude Bluegrass
Festival in Parkfield, CA (40 miles
NE of Paso Robles).

*Charlie Blacklock with
“Charlie’sBand”, 1821St. Charles
St., Alameda, CA 94501. Phone
(510) 523-4649.

* Bluegrass Etc., for information
or bookings, contact Dana
Thorin, Hourglass Entertain-
ment, 803 1/2 Montrose Avenuem
South Pasadena, CA 91030;
phone (626) 799-2901; e-mail:
dthorin(@ flash.net; website:
<http://WMPUB.com/
hourglass.htm|>.

* The Bluegrass Redliners, for in-
formation or bookings, contact
Dolly Mae Bradshaw, 425 Park
Ave., Yorba Linda CA92866. May
7, 8 & 9 — 1st Annual Mother’s

Dale Arm radley

House in San Francisco.

* April 9 — In concert at the 5th
String Music Storeat930 Alhambra
Blvd. in Sacramento at 8:00 p.m.
The charge is $10 per person and
ALL proceedsgoto the band. Seat-
ing is limited . Tickets are available
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Day Weekend Camp Rude Blue-
grass Festival in Parkfield, CA

*Big Valley Band contemporary
and traditional Bluegrass. For
information or bookings, call
Randy at (916) 687-8556.

* Blue Northern Bluegrass Band
- Redding, CA (530) 223-3352 or
online... http://www.shasta.com.
bluenorthern

* The Birch Lake Ramblers, Blue-
grass and eclectic acoustic mu-
sic. Members play guitar, man-
dolin, bass, banjo, fiddle and
Dobro. Contract Penny Godlis
408-353-1762 or Eric Burman
408-479-9511 for information or
bookings or to be put on their
mailing list. Email: bdsjmiller
(cWaol.com.

* Bluer Pastures, bluegrass music.
For bookings contact Glenn
Sharp (818) 776-9343 or Jeff
Kartak (818) 504-1933. Regular
venue — Foley’s Family Restau-
rant, 9685 Sunland Blvd., Shadow
Hills, CA, 3 Sundays a month 5-8
p.m. (818) 353-7433.

* Braxton Hicks, for information,
write to Kathy Dubois, P.O. Box
1068, Colfax, CA 95713.

*Brushy Peak Bluegrass Band,
contact (510) 443-5217; 532

through either the 5th String Mu-
sic Store 916-442-8282, or from
Bob Thomas, at 916-989-0993.
For information about other
Coon Creek performances, call 606-
986-1194.
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AldenLane, Livermore, CA94550.
April 24 — First Presbyterian
Church Concert, 2020 5th St.,
Livermore, 7:30 p.m., (925)447-
2078; May 14-16 — 8th Annual
Mariposa County Bluegrass Fes-
tival at the County Fairgrounds
in Mariposa, CA;

*Cache Valley Drifters, c/o Wally
Barnick, 4495 Sycamore Rd.,
Arascadero, CA93422, (805) 466-
2850.

*Cedar Grove Bluegrass Band,
for information and bookings, call
AlShustermanat (916) 961-9511.

*Carolyn Cirimele, for booking
orinformation, P.0. Box390982,
Mountin View, CA 94039-0982;
phone (415) 969-7389; e-mail:
Cirimele(@aol.com.

» Clay County, contact Susan Nikas,
P.O. Box 604, San Dimas, CA
91773 or phone (909) 599-5891.

* Compost Mountain Boys, tradi-
tional Bluegrass music. For in-
formation, contact Wildwood
Music, 102718t., Arcata, CA95221
(707) 822-6264. Home page:
www.humboldt.edu/~manetas
m/compost. May 7,8 & 9 — 1st
Annual Mother's Day Weekend
Camp Rude Bluegrass Festival in
Parkfield, CA (40 miles NE of
Paso Robles).



*Country Ham, and Carland Judie
Pagter. For booking or informa-
tion, call (925) 938-4221or (804)
985-3551. June 17-20 — 24th
Annual CBA Father’s Day Week-
end Bluegrass Festival, Grass Val-
ley, CA; July 16 & 17 — 16th
Annual Peaceful Valley Bluegrass
Festival in Downsville, NY;

*The County Line Bluegrass
Band, consists of Paul Bernstein,
Doug Holloway, Tony Phillips,
Sue Smith, and Bob Waller.
County Line plays monthly at the
San Gregorio Store, and has re-
cently opened a great new venue
in the East Bay at the Kensington
Circus Pub. For information or
bookings, e-mail: banjar(cjps.net
orwebsite: <http:/www.jps.net/
tophill >

* Coyote Ridge, has been perform-
ing traditional and original blue-
grass music since 1992. Forinfor-
mation and bookings, call Alan

M. Bond at (510) 845-2909 or
write him at2820 Benvenue #D,
Berkeley, CA 94705.

*The Crane Canyon Bluegrass
Band, for booking or informa-
tion, contact Brijet Neff, 9003
Grouse Lane, Petaluma, CA 94954
or call 707-778-8175. Every
Thursday night, 6:30-10 p.m., at
the Willowbrook Ale House, 3600
Petaluma Blvd. North, Petaluma,
CA; (707) 775-4232.

*Crooked Jades, bluegrass, old
time, and original music. For
information or bookings, call Jeff
Kazor at (415) 587-5687. Ap-
pearing every 3rd Sunday from 7-
11 p.m. at the Radio Valencia
Cafe at Valencia and 23rd Street
in San Francisco. . June 17-20 —
24th Annual CBA Father’s Day
Weekend Bluegrass Festival,
Grass Valley, CA;

*Dark Hollow, traditional Blue-
grass band. Contact John

Kornhauser (415) 752-0666 2 102
Hayes #1, San Francisco, CA
94117 or Alan Bond (510) 845-
2909, 2820 Benvenue #D, Ber-
keley, CA 94705 or <hup;//
www.webbnet.com/~Mandolin/
dkhollow>. or Bonda(@ceb.
ucop.edu Dark Hollow performs
on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of
every month from 7-11 p.m. at
Radio Valencia Cafe at Valencia
and 23rd Street in San Francisco.
*Doodoo Wah, contact Ron
Delacy, P.O. Box 1500, Colum-
bia, CA 95310 or phone (209)
533-4464. On the World-wide
Web at www.colorado.net/
picklehead/doodoowah.
*Dusty Road Boys, contact
Rhonda Williams (916) 589-2519.
* Earthquake Country, Bluegrass
all the way! For information or
bookings, call Paul at (408) 366-
1653 or Mark (408) 244-8068.
*Bill Evans, original Bluegrass

banjo music and banjo history
concert presentations, Rounder
recording artist, Banjo Newslet-
ter columnist and IBMA board
member; performances,, work-
shops, and private lessons. For
information: 510-234-4508;
email: <bevans(@dnai.com>.

*Peter Feldmann & The Very
Lonesome Boys, forinformation
or bookings, contact Dana
Thorin, Hourglass Entertain-
ment, 803 1/2 Montrose Avenuem
South Pasadena, CA 91030;
phone (626) 799-2901; e-mail:
dthorin(@flash.net; website:
<http://WMPUB.com/hour
glass.html>.

ePeter Feldmann-Richard
Greene-Tom Sauber, for infor-
mationorbookings, contact Dana
Thorin, Hourglass Entertain-
ment, 803 1/2 Montrose Avenuem
South Pasadena, CA 91030;
phone (626) 799-2901; e-mail:

dthorin(@ flash.net; website:
<http://WMPUB.com/hour
glass.html>.

* Foothillbillys - old time string
band music and other rural fa-
vorites. For information and
bookings, call (209) 245-4534 or
(209) 296-2601.

*(The) Freilachmakers Klezmer
String Band, klezmer music with
old-timey, Celticand Balkan over-
tones. Featuring fiddle,
clawhammer banjo, mandolin,
guitar, accordion, balalaika and
bass. Based in the Sacramento/
Davis area. For information or
bookings call Andy Rubinat (916)-
484-1176.

* Frettin’ Around, Bluegrass, lively
acoustic, including innovative
styles performed on the autoharp.
Forbookings contact Tina Louise
Barr (209) 522-6548 after 6:00
p.m. (PST)

(Continued on Page 30)

BLUEGRASS AND ALMOND BLOSSOMS -- As part of
the 37th Annual Ripon (CA) Almond Blossom Festival,
the Chamber of Commerce presented Bluegrass concert
on Friday, February 26, 1999. Pictured are (top) Paul
Shelasky; (top right) Lost Highway members Paul
Shelasky, Jeff Harvey, Ken Orrisk, Marshall Andrews
and Dick Brown; (right) Grace Avenue Band members
Jim Beeler, Barbara West, Eric West and Bob Thomas.

Photos by Howard Gold
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(Continued from Page 29)

*Gold Coast, a California Blue-
grass Band. For bookings or in-
formation, call Shelah Spiegel at
7149625083 or Greg Lewis at
310-426-2149 or e-mail Shelah at
102010.3276(c CompuServe.com >

*The Gold Rush Balladeers —
Music of the Gold Rush Days! For
bookings: call Julie Johnson 209-
533-2842 or e-mail us at:
<juliejohnsongold(@ hotmail.com >
April 17 — California Bound His-
tory Through Music, a
Susquicentennial Celebration at
the Sutter Creek Theatre, Main
Street in Sutter Creek, CA. 2:00
p-m. matinee and 8:00 p.m. per-
formance. For information or
tickets, call 209-223-5145.

* Good Company, Country, Blue-
grass, Folk, Gospel, Old Time 1o
Popular Hits. Contact Jan (408)
223-2628 or Bertte (510) 376-
6241.

* Grace Avenue Band, Gospeland
Bluegrass Music. For booking in-
formation, contact Bob Thomas
at (916) 989-0993 or e-mail:
<Graceavenue(@yahoo.com>

* The Grass Menagerie, for infor-
mationand bookings contact Rick
Cornish (408) 929-4174 or foran
up to date schedule you can visit
their web site at hup:/
www.research.digital.com/wrl/
projects/misc/Grass_Menager
(whew!)

*Richard Greene and the Grass
is Greener, for information or
bookings, contact Dana Thorin,
Hourglass Entertainment, 803 1/
2 Montrose Avenuem South Pasa-
dena, CA 91030; phone (626)
799-2901; e-mail: dthorin(@ flash.
net; website: <http://WMPUB.
com/hourglass.html>.

* Harmony Grits, for information
call Mike at (408) 685-0969 or
Jim (408) 464-1104, or write
P.O. Box 1598, Santa Cruz, CA
95001.

* Haywired, upbeat, acoustic folk-
a-billy. For information or book-
ings, contact Mark Guiseponi in
Stockton at (209) 465-0932.

*The Heartland String Band,
Bluegrass, Traditional, Old
Timey, touch of Irish. For infor-
mation and bookings, call (209)
667-7279 or (209) 634-1190.

*High Country, contact Butch
Waller, P.O.Box 10414, Oakland,
CA 94610, phone (510) 533-9370.
May 6 — Freight & Salvage Coffee
House, Berkeley, CA;

* High Hills, Contemporary, tradi-
tional and original Bluegrass
music for all occasions; sound
system if needed; for informa-
tion and bookings, please call
Leslie Spitz (818) 781-0836;
email: highhill. pacbell.netorvisit
their website at <http://
home.pacbell.net/highhill/ >
April 23-25 — 39th Golden West
Bluegrass Festival, Silver Lakes

Ranch, Norco, CA; April 30 —
7:30-10:30 pm at Lamppost Pizza,
7071 Warner, Huntington Beach,
CA (714) 841-5552; May 16 —
Topanga Banjo Fiddle Contest,
Paramount Ranch, Agoura, CA;
May 22 — 7:00-9:00 pm at
Claremont Spring Folk Festival
Performer’s Variety Night Con-
cert, Taylor Hall, Scripps & In-
dian Hill Blvd., Claremont, CA;
June 6— 6:00-8:00 pm at Smokin
Johnnie’s BBQ, 11720 Ventura
Boulevard (at Colfax), Studio
City, CA (818) 760-1623 ; June 17
— 6:00 pm “Warm-up” Show for
Ricky Skaggs, East County Per-
forming Arts Center, El Cajon,
CA (619) 440-2277; June 20 —
11:00-12:00 pm High Hills par-
ticipates in “Women in Bluegrass”
Workshop at the Huck Finn
County Bluegrass Jubilee, Mojave
Narrows Regional Park, near
Victorville, CA (909) 780-8810;
June25—7:30-10:30 pmat Lamp-
post Pizza, 7071 Warner, Hun-
tington Beach, CA (714) 8il-
5552;

*HiJinks, P.O. Box 2513,
Sebastopol, CA 95473. Call Chip
or Sara (707) 823-3615.

*High Mountain String Band,
P.O. Box 1195, Mt. Shasta, CA
96067. For information and
booking, call (916) 938-2167.

*Homemade Jam, contact Sam
Ferry at 530-668-1211 for infor-
mation or bookings.

* HomeSpun Duet, 2 blend of mu-
sicalstyles, including: traditional,
swing and Bluegrass. Contact
Barbara or Gene at (530)841-
0630. Homespun(@jps.net.

*Horse Opry (209) 532-5109 or
(209) 853-2128, P.O. Box 1475,
Columbia, CA 95310.

*Hwy 52, San Diego-based tradi-
tional and original bluegrass
band. Contact Wayne Dickerson,
1657 E. H St., Chula Vista, CA
91913, 619-421-8211, email
Hwy52 (@aol.com or on the web
at http:/members.aol.com/
hwy52/ April 23-25 — 39th
Golden West Bluegrass Festival,
Silver Lakes Ranch, Norco, CA;
May 7, 8 & 9 — 1st Annual
Mother’s Day Weekend Camp
Rude Bluegrass Festival in
Parkfield, CA

*In Cahoots, specializing in blue-
grass and old-time fiddle music.
Forbookings or information con-
tact Jerry Pujol at (707)226-3084
or Cass Pujol at (707) 553-8137.

*Iron Mountain String Band —
For information and bookings,
contact Al Shusterman, at (916)
961-9511 or write to 5717
Reinhold St., Fair Oaks, CA95628.

*Just Kidding, interactive tradi-
tional and contemporary music
for young folks. For information
contact Lynn Quinones (510)
229-0365.

*The Kathy Kallick Band, for
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booking or information, write to
P.O. Box 21344, Oakland, CA,
94620; call 510-530-0839; or e-
mail: <bgsignal(@ worldnet
att.net>. April 17— Boston Blue-
grass Union, Boston, MA /617-
782-2251; April 18— Del Rossi's,
Dublin, NH / 603-563-7195; May
7 — Fountain Green, UT /435-
445-3491; May 8 — Fine Arts Au-
ditorium, Salt Lake City, UT /801-
468-2312; May9 (2 pm) —Freight
&Salvage, Berkeley, CA/510-548-
1761 (Mother’s Day Family
Show); May 2 1 —Whidbey Island
(WA) Center For the Arts /360-
221-8262; May 22 — Traditions
Fair, Olympia, WA /360-705-2819;
May 23-24 — Granville Island
Bluegrass Festival, Vancouver, BC
/ 604-251-5642; June 17-20 —
California Bluegrass Assn. Festi-
val, Grass Valley, CA / 707-762-
8735; July 24 — Podunk Blue-
grass Festival, E. Hartford, CT /
860-742-7430; July 31 - Aug. 6 —
Puget Sound Guitar Workshop,
Bremerton, WA / 206-781-5020;
Sept. 2-6 — Strawberry Music
Festival, Camp Mather, CA /209-
533-0191 (Good OI' Persons re-
union); Sept. 9 — Freight & Sal-
vage, Berkeley, CA/510-548-1761
(89.99 admission on 9-9-99)

¢ Laurel Canyon Ramblers, forin-
formation or bookings, contact
Dana Thorin, Hourglass Enter-
tainment, 803 1/2 Montrose
Avenuem South Pasadena, CA
91030; phone (626) 799-2901; e-
mail:  dthorin(@ flash.net;
website: <http:/WMPUB.com/
hourglass.html>.April 29 —
Sweetwater, Mill Valley, CA; April
30— Freight & Salvage, Berkeley,
CA; May 1 — The Palms, Davis,
CA; May 29 — McCabe's, Santa
Monica

* Laurie Lewis, for booking infor-
mation, contact Cash Edwards,
Under the Hat Productions, (512)
4470544, FAX (512) 447-0544.
April 8 - Salmon Arts Council,
Salmon, ID; April 9 — Country
Series, Idaho Falls, ID; April 10—
College of Southern Idaho, Twin
Falls, ID; May 8 — In concert at
the Fresno Art Museum, 2233 N.
First St., Fresno, CA. Sponsored
by the Fresno Folklore Society.
For information or tickets, call
209-456-0453; May 14-16 — 8th
Annual Mariposa County Blue-
grass Festival at the County Fair-
grounds in Mariposa, CA;

* Liberty, for booking and infor-
mation, contact Rudy Ekstein at
(310) 204-6102 or (818) 787-4843
or write to: 2721 Cardiff, Los
Angeles, CA 90034.

*The Log Cabin Serenaders,
American Roots music, duo or
group. For information, contact
Dave Rainwater, P.O. Box 142,
Mountain Ranch, CA 95246,
phone 209-754-5747.

* Loose Gravel, Bluegrass and be-

yond. Forinformationand book-
ings, call Chuck Ervin (510) 536—
05996 or write 2555 Wakefield
Ave,, Oakland, CA 94606.

* Lost Highway, “Bluegrass the way
you like it.” For information and
bookings, contact Dick Brown at
(714)744-5847 or Ken Orrick at
(909)280-9114. May 7,8 & 9 —
Ist Annual Mother's Day Week-
end Camp Rude Bluegrass Festi-
val in Parkfield, CA (40 miles NE
of Paso Robles). May 14-16 —8th
Annual Mariposa County Blue-
grass Festival at the County Fair-
grounds in Mariposa, CA; June
18-20 — Huck Finn's County &
Bluegrass Jamoree, Mojave Nar-
rows Regional Park, Victorville,
CA;

*Modern Hicks, contemporary
Bluegrass. For booking or infor-
mation, call 707-544-6909.

* Mojave County Band, bluegrass
and Cajun music. For booking
information contact: Tony Grif-
fin, 4410 Cover St., Riverside, CA
92506. Phone (909) 784-5003 or
Gary at (909) 737-1766.

*Mountain Creatures, for book-
ingsand information contact Lee
Ann Welch-Caswell at (408) 867-
4324 or Sonija Shell at (408) 354-
3872.

* Pacific Crest, forinformationand
bookings, call Steve Dennison at
(805) 588-2436.

*Past Due and Playable. For in-
formation call (916) 265-4328 or
(916) 265-8672; or E-mail:
gsobonya(@jps.net.

* Pleasant Valley, (the Giacopuzzi
Family Bluegrass Band), Contem-
porary style Bluegrass Music. For
information or bookings, call
(805) 987-2386.

* Poison Oak Band, contact David
or Linda, 10252 Agnes Circle,
Rancho Cordova, CA 95670,
phone (916) 363-2832.

*Radio Rail, for information and
bookings, contact Jackie or David,
2312 Jane, Mt. View, CA 94043,
(415) 967-0290 or website:
<www.omix.com/radiorail > .

* Red Dirt Bullies, for booking or
information, call (916) 342-8270
or check out their web site at
www.aracnet.com/-obagrass/
reddirtb.html.

* The River City Boys, for booking
or information call (916) 454-
5015 or (916) 457-0713.

*Roanoke, traditional, driving
bluegrass. For information and
bookings, contact John Kael, FAX/
Phone (408) 427-2248, 420 Mar-
ket Street, Santa Cruz, CA 95060
or visit their website at hutp://
gate.cruzio.com/~roanoke.

*Rose Canyon Bluegrass Band,
traditional, contemporary and
original bluegrass. For bookings
and information contact Eliza-
beth Burkett, 6354 Lorca Dr., San
Diego, CA 92115 or call (619)
286-1836.

*Round Valley Hogcallers, Folk,
blues, bluegrass, gospel, Irish,
children’s shows and acoustic
country music. For information
or bookings, contact Gary Bow-
man, P.O. Box 608, Covelo, CA
95428, phone (707) 983-1004.

* Rural Delivery, contact Larry or
Carol Bazinet, 26 185 Maitlin Rd.,
Romona, CA 92065, phone (619)
486-3437 or 789-7629.

*Saddle Rash Bluegrass Band,
for bookings and information, call
(916) 581-1193.

* Schankman Twins, for bookings
and information, contact Dana
or Lauren at (818) 713-0677;
write to: P.O. Box 9226,
Calabasas, CA 91372: or e-mail:
<shankmantwin (¢ juno.com >

* Sidesaddle & Co. - contact Kim
or Lee Anne, P.O. Box 462,
Saratoga, CA95071, phone (408)
637-8742 or (408) 867-4324 or
on the internetat <www cruzio.
com/~gpa/sidesaddle/

" index.htm> or e-mail: <lisaon
bass(@aol.com>. Sam's BBQ,
1461 Campbell Avenue, Camp-
bell, CA (408) 374-9676 every
Thursday evening 6-9 p.m. reser-
vations recommended. April 10
- Woodhaven West Concert Se-
ries at Los Gatos Methodist
Church, 19 High School Ct., Los
Gatos, CA, 7:30 p.m. For infor-
mation, call 408-354-4730; May
2 — Saratoga Rotary Art Show at
West Valley College, Fruitvale
Avenue in Saratoga, CA; May 14-
16 —8th Annual Mariposa County
Bluegrass Festival at the County
Fairgrounds in Mariposa, CA; May
22 — with the Barbary Coast
Cloggers at the Sammy Davis Jr.
Plaza in Las Vegas, NV. For infor-
mation, call 702-229-6704 or 702-
474-4000; May 30 — Mushroom
Martigras in Morgan Hill, CA;
August 15 - Twilight Concert Se-
ries, FremontParkin Menlo Park,
CA;

* Sierra Blue, Bluegrassand acous-
tic country duets. Call Hugh or
Sheri Hoeger at (916) 933-2270.

* Sierra Mountain Bluegrass, con-
tact Jesse Askins, 6023 Wright
Ave., Bakersfield, CA 93308,
phone (805) 393-1293.

*Sierra Sidekicks — Cowboy
songs, cowboy comedy, cowboy
poetry, and classic countrysongs
with rich Western harmonies,
velvet yodels, mellow acoustic
guitar, and boot stompin’ bass
rhythms. For information (or
demo tape), contact Wayne
Shrope at 818 Wightman Dr.,
Lodi, Ca95242; phone (209) 368-
6551.

* Slate Mountain Bluegrass Band;
for information and bookings
write 6804 Diablo View Tr.,
Placerville, CA95667 orcall (916)
644-2149 or (916) 333-4083.

» Slim Pickins, Traditional and con-
temporary Bluegrass. Contact
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Bob and Joanne Martin, (619)
273-3048.

* Songs of the Appalachians, His-

torical school shows for grades
K-8 (American folk songs and in-
struments). Forinformation con-
tact, Dave Rainwater at 209-754-
5747.

* Sonoma Mountain Band, for in-
formation and bookings, contact
John Karsemeyer, (707) 996-
4029, P.O. Box 44, Eldridge, Ca
95431 Pizzeria Capriin Sonoma,
appearing every month. Call
(707) 935-6805 for dates and
times. Murphy’s Irish Pub on the
Sonoma Plaza, 8 to 10 p.m., first
Friday of every month.

* Sourdough Slim-P.0. Box2021,
Paradise, CA 95967, phone (530)
872-1187 or visit the Sourdough
web page at <hup://
www.twc.online.com/custom/
sourdoughslim>. April 10 —
Community Center, Escalon, CA
7;30pm 209-838-2425 W/The
Saddle Pals; April 23,24 — End of
Trail Jubilee, Norco, CA 714-998-
1899; April 25 — Autry Museum
of Western Heritage, Los Ange-
les, CA 12;30-3pm 2 13-667-2000;
May 1—Country Gathering, Com-
munity Auditorium, Paradise, CA
530-877-9356; May 13-16 —
Calaveras County Fair, Angels
Camp, CA209-736-2561; May 20-
22 — Glenn County Fair, Orland,
CA 530-865-1168; June 5— Cow-
boy Poetry & Music, Carmel, CA;
June 12,13 — Carson Rendez-
vous, Mills Park, Carson City, NV;
June 19 — Cowboy Poetry &
Music, Woodside, CA;

* Spikedrivers “100% all-natural
gnugrass”. For information or
bookings, write to Mike Ting,
6053 Chabot Rd, Oakland CA
94618; e-mail to: mktman
(@dante.lbl.govorcall (510) 652-
3272.

*Springfield Crossing, original
folk, jazz, bluegrass, swing. Con-
tact Richard Sholer, P.O. Box
1073, Twain Harte, CA 95383 or
phone (209) 586-2374.

* Ron Stanley, forinformationand
bookings write P.O.Box 724,
Garberville, Ca. 95542, Phone
(707)923-2603, or e-mail:
<stanley(@humboldt.net> .
July22-25 - Columbia Gorge Blue-
grass Festival, Stevenson Wash-
ington,; Gospel music program
and Dobro workshop.

* Alice Stuart and Prune Rooney,
for bookings or information, e-
mail: <sturoo(@netshel.net>

* String Nation, 25 Lakewood Way,
Chico, CA 95926, phone (530)
342-7390 or 893-1003.

*Stringin’ Along - Good time
acoustic music of various styles
including bluegrass, blues, swing,
and fun oldies. For information
or bookings, please call Mark
Giuseponiin Stockton (209) 465-
0932 or Ron Linn in Brentwood

(510) 634-1155.

*Tall Timber Boys, traditional
bluegrass. For information or
bookings, call (408) 446-9033 or
write 1009 Acacia Lane, Davis, CA
95616 or e-mail at TallTimber
Boys@Yahoo.com. www.
ullimberboys.com. April 9 — 9-
10pm: Barnes & Noble, 3600
Stevens Creek Blvd, San Jose, CA,
(408) 984-3495; May 29 — 8:30 -
10:30pm: Blue Rock Shoot,
14523 Big Basin Way, Saratoga,

CA. 408-867-3437; July 10, 1999:
SCBS Good Old Fashioned Blue-
grass Festival, Bolado Park,
Hollister, CA.

*Valley Bluegrass Boys, contact
Bob Sandstrum, (619) 560-5526
orwrite to 7757 Nightingale Way,
San Diego, CA 92123.

*Virtual Strangers - (bluegrass)
for information or bookings, call
Jon Cherry at (619) 659-3699 or
Mike Tatar at (619) 679-1225.

* Wild Blue, Bluegrass Trio featur-

ing Elmo Shropshire on Banjo.
Forbookingscall (415) 924-7814,
or write to P.O. Box 724, Lark-
spur, CA 94977,

*The Wilton Prison Band, tradi-
tional Bluegrass and New Grass.
Forbooking or information, con-
tact the Warden's Office — Drew
Evans at (916) 344-8589.

* The Witcher Brothers, for infor-
mation or bookings, contact Den-
nis Witcher, P.O. Box 33903,
Granada Hills, CA 91394, phone

A WINTER GOLD
CONCERT -- on Feb-
ruary 13th at the Fallon
House Theatre in
Columbia State Park,
California entertained the
audience with great
Acoustic music. Featured
artists pictured are:
(clockwise from top left)
Multi-award winning
Dobro player, Rob Ickes;
eclecticmulti-instrumen-
talist Joe Craven; and
songwriter/guitar player
Richard Sholer.

Photos by Howard Gold

(818) 3606-7713. April 23-25 —
39th Golden West Bluegrass Fes-
tival, Silver Lakes Ranch, Norco,
CA; May 14-16— 8th Annual Mari-
posa County Bluegrass Festival
at the County Fairgrounds in
Mariposa, CA; June 17-20 —
24th Annual CBA Father’s Day
Weekend Bluegrass Festival,
Grass Valley, CA;

*Yesterday’s Country Roads,

“Country, Bluegrass Gospel”, for
{Cog?inued i:’Jn Page R’»‘c)
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information, contact Dan Bonds,
P.O. Box 727, Hilmar, CA 95324
or call (209) 632-9079.

Bands Based in

Other States

*5 For the Gospel, for bookings
and information, call (606) 474-
2558, P.O. Box 778, Grayson, KY
41143. June 17 - 20 — 24th
Annual CBA Father's Day Blue-
grass Festival, Grass Valley, CA;

* Bluegrass Patriots, for booking
and information, 1807 Essex
Drive, Fort Collins, CO 80526, or
call (970) 482-0863. May 14-16
— 8th Annual Mariposa County
Bluegrass Festival at the County
Fairgrounds in Mariposa, CA; July
10 & 11— 10th Annual Bitterroot
Valley Bluegrass Festival at the
Ravalli County Fairgrounds in
Hamilton, MT;

*Blue Highway, for booking for
information, contact Class Act
Eatertainment, P.O. Box 771,
Gallatin, TN 37066, (615) 451-
1229.

* Breakaway — for information or
bookings, contact Andy Sacher,
PO Box 8343, Burlington, VT
05402; e-mail: sachman@
juno.com

*Vince Combs and the Shadetree
Bluegrass Boys, traditional Blue-
grass music. For bookings and
information, contact Vince
Combs, 665 West Krepps Rd.,
Xenia, OH 45385 or phone (513)
372-7962 or Grayce Ausburn
Agency (410) 768-0224.

* Dale Ann Bradley & Coon Creek,
for information and booking,
contact Vicki Simmons, 312 An-
gelRoad, Berea, KY 40403, Phone
606-986-1194; FAX 6006-986-
1044; e-mail: cooncreekmusic
(@zeus.chapell.com; web site:
<www.daleann.com>. April 6
— House Concert (and Big Party)
at Nina Kelly’s in Pacific Grove.
For ticket information, contact
Nina Kelly Pacific Grove Produc-
tions at 831-372-5641; April 8 —
Private performance for the Di-
rector of the San Francisco Ballet
atthe San Francisco Opera House
in San Francisco; April 9 — In
concert at the 5th String Music
Store at 930 Alhambra Blvd. in
Sacramento at 8:00 p.m. The
charge is $10 per person and ALL
proceeds go to the band. Seating
is limited. Tickets are available
through either the 5th String
Music Store, 930 Alhambra Blvd.,
Sacramento, 916-442-8282, or
from Bob Thomas, at 916-989-
0993.

* Continental Divide, for booking
or information, contact David
Parmley at (615) 824-4399. April
16 — CBA sponsored Concert at
the | Palo Alto, CA, for tickets or
information, call Matt Dudman
at 530-318-4455 or e-mail: South

BayCBA(@Yahoo.com; April 17
— CBAsponsored Concertat the
Sunrise Community Church,
8321 Greenback Lane in Fair
Oaks, CA. For information or
tickets, contact Al Shusterman at
(916) 961-9511.

* Sharon Cort & New River Ranch,
forinformation or bookings, con-
tact Dana Thorin, Hourglass En-
tertainment, 803 1/2 Montrose
Avenuem South Pasadena, CA
91030; phone (626) 799-2901; e-
mail: dthorin(@ flash.net; web
site: <http://WMPUB.com/hour
glass.html>.

*Dan Crary, for information or
bookings, contact Class Act En-
tertainment, P.0. Box 160236,
Nashville, TN 37216, phone 615-
262-6886, FAX 615-262-6881; e-
mail: <Class_Act(@compuserve.
com; website: <www.mind
spring.com/-bumn/classact>.
July 3 — All Oregon Bluegrass
Festival at Rocky Top Bluegrass
Farm in Salem OR; August 28 —
Bluegrass on the Green at
Clackamas Community College
in Oregon City, OR;

*].D Crowe and the New South,
for information and bookings,
contact: Philibuster Entertain-
ment, Phil Leadbetter, 8207 Th-
ompson School Road, Corryton,
TN 37721, (423) 688-8855; e-
mail: <lead(@esper.com>.

*Jerry Douglas, for information
and bookings contact Keith Case
and Associates, (615) 327-4646;
(615) 327-4949 FAX.

* Dry Branch Fire Squad, for in-
formation and bookings contact
Bill Evans, 5801 Poinsett Ave., El
Cerrito, CA 94530; phone 510-
234-4508; e-mail: <bevans(@
dnai.com>. May 26 — Freight &
Salvage Coffee House, Berkeley;

* The Fox Family for information
or bookings, contact Dana
Thorin, Hourglass Entertain-
ment, 803 1/2 Montrose Avenuem
South Pasadena, CA 91030,
phone (626) 799-2901; e-mail:
dthorin(@flash.net; website:
< http://WMPUB.com/hour
glass.html>. Apirl 15 — Media
Room, Pacific Grove; April 16 —
CBA sponsored Concert at the |
Palo Alto, CA, for tickets or infor-
mation, call Matt Dudman at 530-
318-4455 or e-mail: South
BayCBA(@Yahoo.com; April 17
— CBA sponsored Concertat the
Sunrise Community Church,
8321 Greenback Lane in Fair
Oaks, CA. For information or
tickets, contact Al Shusterman at
(916) 961-9511.

*Freight Hoppers, for informa-
tion and bookings contact Keith
Case and Associates, (615) 327-
4646; (615) 327-4949 FAX. June
18 — Huck Finn's County & Blue-
grass Jamoree, Mojave Narrows
Regional Park, Victorville, CA;
June 19 — Live Oak Music Festi-
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val, Live Oak Campground, CA;

*Front Range, for bookings and
information contact Cash
Edwards, Under the Hat Produc-
tions, (512) 447-0544, FAX (512)
447-0544. July 10 & 11 — 10th
Annual Biterroot Valley Blue-
grass Festival at the Ravalli County
Fairgrounds in Hamilton, MT;

* The Grasshoppers — For infor-
mation and bookings, contact
Glen Garrett, 844 Bonnie Brae,
Nampa, Idaho 83651 orcall (208)
465-0399. Huck Finn's County &
Bluegrass Jamboree, Mojave Nar-

VALENTINE'S DAY
CONCERT -- KVMR
89.5 FM public radio in
Nevada City and the
California Bluegrass
Association presented a
Valentine's Day Concert
in Grass Valley, Cal-
ifornia. Pictured are local
favorite band, Mountain
Laurel (topI-r): Paul Siese,
Rick Grant, Doug
Bianchi, Pete Siegfried,
Ken Nilsson. At right is
the legendary banjo
virtuoso, Dr. Ralph
Stanley still going strong !

Photos by Howard Gold

rows Regional Park, Victorville,
CA; July 22-25 — 15th Annual
Columbia Gorge Bluegrass Festi-
val at the Skamania County Fair-
grounds in Stevenson, WA;

* High Plains Tradition, For book-
ing and information, contact
Chuck Tinsley, PO Box 522, Den-
ver, CO 80201; call (303) 601-
4113; e-mail: HighPlainsTradition
(c@yahoo.com; or visit their web
site: htp://www.banjo.coni/Pro-
files/HPT html. April 9 — Swal-
low Hill Music Hall, Denver, CO,

Tickets/Info: Front Desk (303)
777-1003; April 30 & May 1-2 —
Park City Bluegrass Festival, Park
City, KS; Tickets/Info: Jim Bullard
(316) 691-8178; June 5-6— 10th
Annual Bluegrass on the River
Festival, Pueblo, CO, Tickets/Info:
Damian Rotolo (719) 545-9114;
June 17 — Logan Summerfest,
Logan, UT, Tickets/Info: Elanor
Wellings (801) 573-8651;

*IlIrd Tyme Out, for information
and bookings, contact the Deaton
Agencyat770-271-9056. June 17
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by Banjobill(@ Abilnet.com

Spring truly is in the air and
you can feel it at its best at the
festivals happening all about. Lots
of good reading matter in the col-
umn this month and without any
further ado, here we go.

Search Engines - How
They Work For You

As promised last month, I
wanted to devote a little time to fill
you in on this way to getaround on
the web, to find interests that di-
rectly appeal to you. It could be e-
mail discussion groups youare look-
ing for or web sites.

Some of the search engines
generally available include Yahoo,
Infoseek, Netscape, Lycos, and Ex-
cite, plus American on Line (AOL)
has one of their own, if you are a
subscriber, of course. Your web
browser, in most cases, will be in
the software your computer has on
it already to get you on the web.

When you get to the browser,
you will need 1o type in the topic
vou want. Be quite concise as to
what you are searching for, because
you don’t want to bring up thou-
sands ofunneeded entries. Honing
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- 20 — 24th Annual CBA Father’s
Day Bluegrass Festival, Grass Val-
ley, CA;

*Chris Jones and the Nite Driv-
ers. For information and book-
ings, contact Al Shusterman, at
(916) 961-9511 or write to 5717
Reinhold St., Fair Oaks, CA 95628.

* Steve Kaufman, for information
about concerts, workshops and
bookings, call 1-800-FLATPIK or
outside US call (615) 982-3808,
P.O. Box 1020, Alcoa, TN 37701.

*Alison Krauss and Union Sta-
tion, for information and book-
ings contact Keith Case and Asso-
ciates, 59 Music Square West,
Nashville, TN 37203, phone (615)
327-4646; (615) 327-4949 FAX.

* Doyle Lawson and Quicksilver,
for information and bookings
write: P.O. Box 3141, Bristol, TN
37625-3141.

* Lewis Family, Route 1, Box 75,
Lincolnton, GA 30817. Phone
(404) 359-3767.

* Lonesome River Band, for infor-
mation and bookings contact
Keith Case and Associates, (615)
327-4646; (615) 327-4949 FAX.
May 27 — Strawberry Spring
MusicFestival, Camp Mather near
Yosemite, CA;

* Lost and Found, for information
and bookings, contactAllen Mills,
P.O.Box 90, Woolwine, VA24185,
(540) 930-2622.

¢ Kate MacKenzie, forinformation
and bookings contact Red House
Records (800) 695-4687. May 12
- May 29 — European Tour (con-
tact Red House Records for dates
and locations);

the topic down will get you to choice
land so much faster.

Some engines require that you
surround your multiple-word re-
quest with quotations or link the
words with plus signs. If you are
interested in bluegrass, old timey,
folk or Celtic, for example, type in
“bluegrass music” or “folk music”
instead of just “music.” The quotes
around the phrase make the search
most effective, as the search engine
should sort for sites that contain all
the words. Alotofthesites you visit
onyoursearchwill link you to other
sites. And you will find out, too,
that some search engines work bet-
ter than others for certain topics.

Where does all the informa-
tion come from for the search en-
gines, you might ask. Some get
theirinformationsubmitted by vari-
ous web page owners and some
comes in from employees who do
nothing but search the web and
catalog the results.

Other search engines get their
information through electronic web
crawlers which will scan the entire
web automatically and pick out the
keywords in every web page. Some

* Del McCoury Band, for informa-
tion and bookings contact Bobby
Cudd at Monterey Artists, at 615-
321-4444. July 22-25 — 15th An-
nual Columbia Gorge Bluegrass
Festival at the Skamania County
Fairgrounds in Stevenson, WA;

*Lynn Morris Band, for informa-
tion and bookings contactClass
Act Entertainment: phone 615-
262-6886; FAX 615-262-6881; e-
mail: Class_Act(@compuserve
.com; website: www.mind
spring.com/budm/classact May
14 — Freight & Salvage Coffee
House, Berkeley, CA; May 15 &
16 — Mariposa Goldrush Blue-
grass Festival, Mariposa, CA; May
17 - Henslings's Tavern, Ben
Lomond, CA; May 20 - Neighbor-
hood Church, Pasadena, CA; May
22 - San Diego Heritage Folk Fes-
tival, La Jolla Children’s School,
San Diego, CA;

*Nashville Bluegrass Band, for
information and bookings con-
tactKeith Case and Associates, 59
Music Square West, Nashville, TN
37203, phone (615) 327-4646;
(615) 327-4949 FAX.

* No Strings Attached, “Bluegrass
with a Twist”. For bookings or
information, contact Kathy Boyd
at(503) 656-4462 or Judy Arter at
(503) 632-4616. Check out their
Web Site at < hup://www.Swift
Site.com/nostringsattached >

*Northern Lights, forinformation
and booking contact Linda
Bolton, 437 Live Oak Loop NE,
Albuquerque, MN 87122-1406,
phone/FAX 505-856-7100, email
<nlightsmgt(@aol.com >. April

use a combination or variation of
both methods.

With millions and millions of
web pages on-line, and more being
added by the minute, the key to
effective searching is to narrow
down your focus as much as pos-
sible, then follow links from the
pages your search engine locates.
And do try the same search on more
than one engine—the results will
be different.

E-mail Address Sites

Thank you everyone for the
incoming e-mail address sites that I
am getting to put into this column
for everyone. Something I appreci-
ate a whole lot, especially when
going to festivals, is a little business
card printed up with the name and
addressand phone number of some-
one and what type of music they
like and specialize in and their e-
mail address. You don't have to be
a plumber or salesman anymore to
have a business card. It's so funny
to hear, after talking to some guys
and gals after a jam, requests for
youre-mailaddress. Man, talk about
2 90’s thing!

23 — Quincy, MA, The Folk Club,
Bethany Church, 18 Spear St;
May 15 — Amesbury, MA, Imag-
ine Studios at St. James Episco-
pal Church, 120 Main St., June 11
& 12 — Essex Jct., VT, Vermont
Bluegrass Family Festival, Fair-
grounds, 802-827-6640;

*Northern Pacific, for informa-
tion and booking contact Trisha
Tubbs, P.O. Box 601,
Woodinville, WA 98072-0601;
phone 425-481-7293; or e-mail:
trishtubbs(@aol.com. June 17-
20 — 24th Annual CBA Father’s
Day Weekend Bluegrass Festival,
Grass Valley, CA;

* Peter Rowan, forinformation and
bookings contact Keith Case and
Associates, (615) 327-4646; (615)
327-4949 FAX. May 22 - The
Fandango at the Rodeo Grounds
in Clovis, CA; June 12 - Kuumbwa
Jazz Center, Santa Cruz, CA; June
27 — Kate Wolf Memorial Festi-
val, Caswell Vineyards, Sebas-
topol, CA;

*Sam Hill, for information and
bookings, contact Doug
Sammons, 22290 N.W. Green
Mtn. Rd., Banks, OR 97106; 503-
647-2350; or E-mail at
DeeannBG(@aol.com. April 24th
—St.John's McMenamin’s Pub, 9
pm, 8203 N. Ivanhoe, Portland,
OR. “Bluegrass For Books!”, A
fund raiser for Doug’s elemen-
tary school in St. John's. A sec-
ond band is yet-to-be-announced;
May 8th — The Snake and Wea-
sel, 9 p.m., 1720 SE 12th, Port-
land, OR:

Not sure if you've had the op-
portunity tosee World Beaton CNN.
Wonderful program, featuring mu-
sic of all kinds from around the
world. Recently they did a few
shows in a row on Celtic music. If
you'd like to find more out about
this program, schedules, etc., they
can be reached at WorldBeat
(¢ CNN.Com.

Nice catalog of Acoustic Artists
is free at aas.ag(@stringletter.com.
Another nice catalog of Celtic and
Folk recordings from Tayberry Mu-
sic is over at mtice(@cetlink.net.
Common Ground does a slew of
nice workshops on music and you
can get info, catalog and registra-
tion info at eground(@gis.net.

Acanalog that I enjoyed ever so
much is from Mandolin Bros, Ltd.
at mandolin@mandoweb.com.
Never bought an instrument
through the mail, but it seems to
work for many of people, especially
if you live miles from a music shop
of any kind. Here's a mail-order
company that sells new and used
instruments: House of Musical Tra-
ditions at hmtrad(@hmtrad.com.

* S$and Mountain Boys, Traditional
Bluegrass Music, Forinformation
and bookings contact call Wayne
Crain, 7744 Rube Pace Rd.,
Milton, FL 32583, phone 850-
983-2824; e-mail: <sandmtn
boy@aol.com>; or Kenny
Townselat256-561-3373; e-mail:
<kennyboy(@airnet.net>. June
17-20 — CBA's 24th Annual
Father’s Day Weekend Bluegrass
Festival at the Nevada County
Fairgounds in Grass Valley, CA.

* The Sitze Family, for booking or
information, write to 1663 Madi-
son 250, Fredericktown, MO
63645; call 573-783-7054; e-mail:
sitze(@ fredericktown.K12.mo.us.
May 7 — Bluegrass Festival,
Decatur, IL; May 8 - Clouds Creek
Bluegrass Festival, Comer, GA,;

*The Slide Mountain Boys —
good, pure, down to earth, tradi-
tional Bluegrass. For booking or
information, contact Charles
Edsall, 3545 Vista Blvd., Sparks,
NV 89436 or call 702-626-3412.
May 13 —Mariposa Bluegrass Fes-
tival, Mariposa, CA; May 21 —
Brewery Arts Center in Carson
City, NV, 7 p.m.; May 30 — Tahoe
Yacht Club, Tahoe City, CA, 124
p.m.; July 31— Bowers Mansion
Bluegrass Festival, Carson City,
NV;

* Southern Rail — forinformation
or bookings, contact: Sharon
Horovitch PO Box 323, Watert-
own, MA 02471; phone 781-891-
0258; or e-mail: <Southern
Rail(@world std.com >

* Larry Sparks and the Lonesome
Ramblers, for information and

Some people have beenasking
for record company e-mail ad-
dresses so here’s a list, some of
which may have appeared before.
I'll just run through the name and
the address and you can go from
there, Woodpecker Records at
info(@woodpecker.com, Urgent
Records at dlippmann@e-
mail.unc.edu, Pinecastle Records at
info(@pinecastle.com, Music For
Little People at mlp@igc.apc.org,
Hay Holler Records at hayhollr
(@usit.net, Arhoolie Records at
mail(@arhoolie.com, County
Records/County Sales at rebel
(wrev.net.

If you'd like a free catlog of
Augusta Heritage Center Music
Workshops for 1999 you can write
to augusta(@augustaheritage.com.

(Continued on Page 34)
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bookings, contact Larry Sparks,
P.O. Box 505, Greenburg, IN
47240, (812) 663-8055. June 17-
20 — 24th Annual CBA Father’s
Day Weekend Bluegrass Festival
at the Nevada County Fair-
grounds in Grass Valley, CA;

*Ralph Stanley and the Clinch
Mountain Boys, for information
and bookings contact Randy
Campbell of Superior Communi-
cations Company, 340 S. Colum-
bus Blvd., Tucson, AZ 85711-
4138, phone (520) 327-5439, FAX
(520) 327-5378, L.A. Office (323)
258-0969.

.*String ‘Em Up, Pizza Hut Cham-
pions. For bookings or informa-
tion, contact Al Shusterman at
(916) 961-9511.

*Sunnyside Drive, featuring Karl
Maerz, Doug Moore, Bob Martin,
and JoAnne Martin. For book-
ings and information, contactKarl
Maerz (602) 983-1757 or (602)
964-2670.

*The Tylers, Bluegrass, Old-time
Country and Gospel. For book-
ings forinformation, write 27602
N. 151 Ave., Sun City, AZ 85373-
9568 or phone (602) 584-1552,
FAX (602) 584-4396, e-mail
tylers@doitnow.com or visit
their web site at hup://
www.doitnow.com/—tylers >

*David Davis and the Warrior
River Boys, for booking and in-
formation, contact David Davis,
6539 County Rd. 1545, Cullman,
AL 35055, (205) 796-2261 or call
Al Shusterman at (916) 961-9511
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Upcoming Bluegrass, Old-time and Gospel Music Events

APRIL
* April 6 — Dale Ann Bradley and
Coon Creek House Concert (and

Big Party) at Nina Kelly’s in Pa-
cific Grove, For ticket informa-
tion, contact Nina Kelly Pacific
Grove Productions at 831-372-
5641.

* April 7—Music CampoutatStony
Gorge Reservoir, 20 miles west of
Willows, California. Dry camp-
ing. The area has picnic tables, a
barbecue pit, cementdance floor,
campfire pit and a big lake for
fishing. Donations will be ac-
cepted. Forinformation, contact
Arlene Berg at 916-786-8502.

* April 9 — Dale Ann Bradley and
Coon Creekin concert, 8:00 p.m.
at the Fifth String Music Store,
930 Alhambra Blvd., Sacramento.
The charge is § 10 per personand
ALL proceeds go to the band.
Seating is limited . Tickets are
available through either the 5th
String Music Store, 930 Alhambra
Blvd., Sacramento, 916-442-8282,
or from Bob Thomas, at916-989-
0993.

*April 9 - 11 — 5th Annual
Durango Bluegrass Meltdown,
downtown Durango, CO. Fea-
turing: Lynn Morris Band, James
King Band, Wild & Blue, Within
Tradition, and many others. For
information or tickets, call 970-
259-1894.

*April 13 — The Bladerunners
perform, plus an open mike and
jamming, 7:30-10 pm, in the Crest
Room of the Carlton Oaks Coun-
try Club, 9200 Inwood Dr.,
Santee, CA. Call Elizabeth at 619-
280-1836.

*April 16 — Continental Divide
and the Fox Family in Concert,
7:30 p.m. (doors open at 6:45
p.m.) atat the Palo Alto Unitzrian
Church, 505 E. Charleston, Palo
Alto, CA. Sponsored by the South
Bay CBA. Sponsored by the South
Bay CBA. Advance ticketsare §16
for CBA members; § 18 non-mem-
bers; and 1/2 price for children
16 and under. All tickets are §18
at the door. For tickets or infor-
mation, contact South Bay CBA,
1009 Acacia Lane, Davis, CA

Plugged In......cccceeeeeee.

(Continued from Page 33)

For more information about the
Ozark Folk Center in Mountain
View, Arkansas, you can write to:
ofc@mvtel.net. Need some Red
Label Strings? Then send an inquiry
to supersensitive(@supersen
sitive.com. I sent for this free CD of
folk music from the Great Lakes
from Lee Murdock and the music is
well-structured and meaningful.
For a sampler CD, just write to
jmurdock(@ mcs.com.

This Month's List

Before I mention another
choice, I want to take a moment to
tell you about http://
www.onelist.com. It is a location
on the web that is the home to over
85,000 different e-mail discussion
lists. Youcanvisitand log onto any
of them, for free. If you can’t find
exactly the list you want, do as |
have done and start your own. And
with some planning and simple in-
structions at Onelist, you can shortly
be a listowner. There is no charge
to the listowner, because Onelist
doesadvertise on the subject line of
your messages you send back and
forth to the list. To me, it’s 2a more
than fair exchange.

Under the folk heading for ex-
ample, I found 27 different lists,
but none actually offering much in
the way of coverage of folk festivals.
So I'started my own, which you can
sign on when you go directly to
http://www.onelist.com/subscribe/
FolkFest.

FolkFest is a new, growing list.
It’s like attending a festival, right in
the comfort of your home or office.
Music covered includes folk, Cajun,
blues, old time, bluegrass as well as

storytelling and cowboy and min-
ing music, a ittle of this and a little
of that. As with any of the lists that
you subscribe 1o, what you get out
of it will of, course, all depend on
what you putinto it from your end
in terms of ideas and responses to
discussion.

When I get the chance, I per-
sonally send information to the list,
dealing with festivals and events
going on around the world, If 1 get
some information regarding artists
and different approaches to the
music we're talking about, it gets
sent to everyone. If people have
been to a show or a festival, they're
encouraged to talk about itand let
everyone know what they missed
or didn’t.

As with any list, it takes time to
grow and mature and blossom
within and FolkFest s getting a good
crop of subscribers from all walks
oflife from around the entire world.
Looking forward to your visit.

Before departing, I encourage
you to look around while you are at
Onelist and go through the many
lists on many different topics. |
recently signed onto a PeteSeeger
list. Just under music, some of the
subheadings you'll find include
acoustic guitar, blues, Christian,
Country, Gospel, World, Bluegrass,
and lyrics (an incredible 42 differ-
ent lists).

Next month, I'll look at an-
other e-mail list in music as well as
discuss some other pointers for
sending and getting messages from
the list. ‘Till then, have a nice
monthand getoutand enjoy all the
wonderful festivals and special
musical programs.
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95616, phone 530-318-4455; e-
mail: SouthBayCBA(@ Yahoo.
com; or visit their web site at:
<http://www.geocities.com/
Nashville/5443/SouthBay
CBA.html>

*April 16 — Eddie and Martha

Adcock in concert, 7 PM, at the
Chico Women's Club, 3rd Street
& Pine, Chico, CA. Three-time
Grammy nominees, Eddie And
Martha Adcock, perform acous-
tic country and bluegrass. Eddie
is one of the founding members
of the classic Country Gentlemen.
Together Eddie and Martha have
taken thier high energy perfor-
mances from clubs to the
Kennedy Center. Cashbox Maga-
zine labels them “stellar musi-
cians and vocalists”. Opening
the concert is Banjo Jim, a dy-
namic vocalist and guitarist, who
performs traditional, contempo-
rary and original songs from the
heart. For more information call
530-895-8560. (Cosponsored by
Grant Johnston and the Butte
Folk Music Society.)

* April 16 & 17 —Texas State Blue-

grass Festival April Early Bird
Kidk-Off at Trade Day Park in
Canton, Texas. Featuring: Twice
As Nice, Bill Grantand Delia Bell,
Red River Valley, Timberline,
Mack Smith Family, Shady Grove
Ramblers, Welch Mountain and
Blue River Sound. For informa-
tion or tickets, contact Pat
Conrad, 1004 Bonham St., Paris
TX 75660; phone 903-785-5394;
FAX 903-739-2000; or e-mail:
<patc(@neto.com>,

* April 16 - 18 — Where the Rivers

Mecet Bluegrass Jamboree at
Quesnel, BC, Canada. For infor-
mation, contact Vern Schell,
Quesnel & Dist. Srs. Soc, 461
Carson Ave., Quesnel, BC,
Canada V2] 2B6 or phone 250-
992-3991.

*April 17 — Continental Divide

and the Fox Family in Concert
at the Sunrise Community
Church, 8321 Greenback Lane in
Fair Oaks, CA. Doors open at 6
p.m., concertat 6:30 p.m. Spon-
sored by the California Bluegrass
Association. Advance tickets are
$15 for CBA members: $17 for
non-members; 1/2 price for chil-
dren 16 and under. All tickets are
$17 atthe door. Forinformation
ortickets, write to Al Shusterman,
5717 Reinhold St., Fair Oaks, CA
95628 or call 916-961-9511.

*April 17 — Eddie and Martha

Adcock in Concert, 8 p.m., at
the Palo Alto Unitarian Church,
505 E. Charleston, Palo Alto, CA.
Opening is the David Thom Band.
Sponsored by Redwood Blue-
grass Associates and Santa Cruz
Bluegrass Society. Tickets are
$15 for SCBS members and $16
general in advance; $20 at the
door/phone. For information or
tickets, see the ad in this issue or
call 650-691-2131.

* April 17— California Bound His-

tory Through Music, a

- Susquicentennial Celebration at

the Sutter Creek Theatre, Main
Street in Surter Creek, CA. 2:00
p-m. matinee and 8:00 p.m. per-
formance. Featuring: BlackIrish
Band, Gold Rush Balladeers, and
Los Compadres. Tickets avail-
able from the Amador County
Arts Council, 204 Court St., Jack-
son, CA 95642 or call 209-223-
5145.

* April 17— Dance Concert featur-

ing Laura Love, Lost Caravan with
guest Joe Craven and the Earth
Angels at the Mother Lode Fair-
grounds in Sonora, CA. Tickets
are $10 in advance: $12 at the
door; children 8-12 - $4; under8
are free. For information or for
credit card orders, call 209-533-
3473 or e-mail: <firemin(@

connet.com>.

* April 23-25 — CBA Spring

Campout at the County Fair-
grounds in Colusa, CA. Plenty of
RV hookups, lawn area for tent
camping, showers and perma-
nentbathrooms. Greatjam week-
end! For information, call Al
Shusterman at 916-961-9511.

* April 23-25 — 39th Golden West

Bluegrass FestivalatSilver Lakes
Ranch in Norco, CA. Featuring:
Jim & Jesse and the Virginia Boys,
Eddie and Martha Adcock, Dam-
ascus Road, the Witcher Broth-
ers, Bladerunners, Hwy 52, High
Hills, Lillies of the West, High
Cotton, Hickory Ridge and Clog
Dancers. Jam Session workshop
on Saturday and open Bluegrass
Banjo Contest on Sunday. For
tickers or information, contact
Richard Tyner, 475 College Blvd.
Suite 6-121, Oceanside, CA
92057, phone 760-758-7375; e-
mail: Riyner5439(@aol.colm; or
visit their web page at
<members.aol.com/STyner6969
/index.html>.

« April 27-30 — Pete Wernick’s

Bluegrass Jam Camp at
MerleFest, Wilkesboro, North
Carolina (Monday-Thursday prior
to the festival). For information,
write to: Dr. Banjo, 7930-F Ox-
ford Road, Niwot, CO 80503.

*April 29 - May 1 — 9th Annual

Boxcar Pinion Memorial Blue-
grass Festival at Camp Colum-
bus in Chattanooga, TN. Featur-
ing: Norman Blake, Eddie and
Martha Adcock, the Lonesome
River Band, ].D. Crowe & the
New South, New Tradition, Reno
Brothers, Dismembered Tennes-
seans, Marion County Grass,
Ramblin Grass and Broad River.
For information or tickets, con-
tact Cindy Pinion at 706-820-
2228.

* April 29 - May 2 — Merlefest ‘99,

Salamander Crossing to make April California Tour

For a night of entertainment
that will remind you what music is
all about, come hear Salamander
Crossing live in concert. Who is
Salamander Crossing? Combine the
zip of Bluegrass, the sour of Appa-
lachia, and the honest contempo-
rary folk, and you've got the picture
of a young band carving out a new
niche in American music.

The New England Folk Alma-
nac calls it “Bluegrass for the new
millennium”. “A bracing fusion,”
says the College Media Journal. “A
splendid, eclectic band,” hails the
Boston Herald.

Whatever words you choose to
describe what they do, you'll find
that with fiddle, banjo, guitar, bass,
stunning close harmonies, and
skilled song writing, Salamander
Crossing produces a remarkably
unique sound.

Toexperience the exciting new
sounds of Salamander Crossing,

come see them during their April

California tour. Dates and loca-

tions are:

* April 14 — The Coalesce Book-
store, Morro Bay, CA; phone 805-
544-1885. 7:00 p.m. show; Tick-
ets $10.

¢ April 15 -— Soho, Santa Barbara,
CA; phone 805-962-7776. 8:00
p.m. show; tickets §10.

*April 16 — The Neighborhood
Church Music Hall, 301 N. Or-
ange Grove Blvd., Pasadena, CA;
phone 626-791-0411. Showtime
8:00 p.m.; tickets $16.50 adv/$ 18
door.

* April 17 — San Dieguito Method-
ist Church, Encinitas, CA; phone
760-436-4030. Show 6:00 p.m.;
tickets $12.

*April 18 — Castoro Cellars,
Templeton, CA; phone 805-544-
1885. Show time 7:30 p.m.; tick-
ets $10.

* April 20 — The Media Room, Pa-

cific Grove, CA; phone 831-655-
0535. Show time 7:00 p.m.; tick-
ets $15.

* April 21 — Henflings, 9450 High-
way 9, Ben Lomond, CA; phone
831-335-1642; 8 p.m., tickets are
$7-89.

* April 22 — Freight and Salvage
Coffee House, 1111 Addison
Street, Berkeley; phone (510)
548-1761. 8:00 p.m. show; tick-
ets $12 advance and $13 at the
door.

* April 23 — Sebastopol Commu-
nity Center, Sebastopol, CA,
phone 707-829-7067. 8:00 p.m.
show; tickets $13, $15, $17.

*April 24 — The Arena Theatre,
Point Arena, CA, phone 707-882-
3711. 8:00 show; Tickets $10/$9
members,

* April 25 — Chico Elks Lodge (out-
door concert), Chico, CA, phone
530-345-8136. Show 2:00 p.m.



Upcoming Bluegrass, Old-time and Gospel Music Events

12th Annual Homecoming in
Memory of Merle Watson, at
Wilkes Community College in
Wilkesboro, North Carolina. Par-
tial lineup includes: Doc Watson,
Blue Highway, The Sam Bush
Band, Chesapeake, Guy Clark,
Jerry Douglas, Bela Fleck and the
Flectones, James King Band,
Lonesome River Band, Nashville
Bluegrass Band, Nickel Creek,
The Del McCoury Band, Lynn
Morris Band, Longview, Tony Rice
and many, many more. Advance
tickets nowon sale. Forinforma-
tion or tickets, visit their website
at: <www.merlefest.org>; call
M-F 10 am - 4 pm 800-343-7857;
,FAX 336-838-6277; or write to
Merlefest, P.O. Box 1299,
Wilkesboro, NC 28697-1299.

MAY

* May 1 —Hugh and Sheri Hoeger

with Thom Bentley in concert
at the 5th String Music store, 930
Alhambraat] Street, Sacramento,

CA. Thom is considered one of

the best bluegrass guitar/mando-
lin player in northern California,

and he will be featured along

with Sheri and Hugh on vocals,
bass, and guitar. For further in-
formation, call (916) 442-8282.
*May 1 — 3rd Annual Harps In

High Gear! Concert featuring
Douglas “Harmonica Johnson
and Tina Louise Barr (Master
Performer of the Autoharp), at
the Unity Church, 2467 Veneman

Avenue, Modesto, California.
Tickets are $5 in advance; $6 will
call; or $8 at the door. Mail order
tickets from Harps in High Gear!,
1801 H Street, Suite B-5 #225,
Modesto, CA 95354. For further
information, call 209-480-4477.

* May 1-2—Granville Island Blue-
grass Festival, Vancouver, BC,
Canada. For information or tick-
ets, contact: Pacific Bluegrassand
Heritage Society, 1343 East 14th
Ave. Vancouver, BC, Canada V5N
2C7 or call 604-931-7194.

*May 2 — La Grange Fiddle and
Banjo Contest, 10 a.m. -4 p.m.
at the historic old school house
on Floto Street in La Grange CA.
Competition categories are:
fiddle, banjo, vocal, mandolin,
guitar and miscellaneous. $40
first prize in each category; $6
registration fee. Event is free to
the public. Hosted by Cactus
Bob and Prairie Flower. For in-
formation, contact Christine
Stevenson at 209-853-2128.

*May 7 — Laurie Lewis in Con-
cert, 8 p.m., at the Palo Alto Uni-
tarian Church, 505 E. Charles-

ton, Palo Alto, CA. Sponsored by

Redwood Bluegrass Associates
and Santa Cruz Bluegrass Soci-
ety. Tickets are: $19 for SCBS
members or $20 general in ad-
vance; $24 at the door/phone.
For information or tickets, see
the ad in this issue or call 650-
493-2131.

*May 7, 8 & 9 — 1st Annual

Mother’s Day Weekend Camp

Rude Bluegrass Festival in
Parkfield, CA (40 miles NE of
Paso Robles). Featuring: Lost
Highway, Bladerunners, Blue-
grass Redliners, Bear Ridge Blue-
grass Band, Lonesome Road with
Martha White, Compost Moun-
tain Boysand more, Forinforma-
tion or tickets, write to Pat
Conway - Bluegrass, 211 Peach
Street, Exeter, CA93221-1128 or

visit their web site at
<www.camprude.com or www.
Parkfield.com>.

*May 7, 8 & 9 — Sonoma County

1999 Folk Festival at the
Sebastopol Community Center
complex in Sebastapol, CA. Par-
tial line-up includes Nobody You
Know, Bryan Bowers, Rick Shub
and Bob Wilson, and Word of
Mouth with more bands to be
announced. For information, or

to be a part of the planning of the _

festival, call 707-838-4857.

* May 7- 9 — Santa Fe Trails Blue-

grass Festival at the Wyandoue
County Fairgrounds in Kansas
City, KS. Featuring: Ricky Skaggs
& Kentucky Thunder, The Del
McCoury Band, Freight Hoppers,
Stephen Bennett, Spontaneous
Combusion, Bill Barwick, The
Bluegrass Missourians, Etcetera
String Band, The Span Mountain
Boys, and more. For informa-
tion, call 913-764-5399 or visit
their web site at: <hup://
www.cantafetrails.org>.

*May 7, 8 &9 — Doyle Lawson &

Quicksilver’s Bluegrass Music
Festival at Denton Farmpark,
Denton, North Carolina. Featur-
ing: Doyle Lawson & Quicksilver,
BlueRidge, Tony Rice, Randall
Hylton, The Osborne Brothers,
The Lewis Family, Janette Will-
iams & Clearwater, The Stevens
Sisters, IlIrd Tyme Out, J.D.
Crowe & the New South, Peter
Rowan, The Goins Brothers,
Heaven’s Echos, The Hatley Fam-
ily, Hoyt Herbert & The Strings of
Five, and Paul Williams. For
camping and ticket information,
call or write Denton Farmpark,
1366 Jim Elliott Rd., Denton, NC
27239; phone 336-859-2755 or
'3663; or Doyle Lawson, P.O. Box
3141, Bristol, TN 37625-3141;
423-878-6160.

*May 8 — lLaurie Lewis, Tom

Rozum and Todd Phillips in
concert at the Fresno Art Mu-
seum, 2233 N. First St., Fresno,
CA. Sponsored by the Fresno
Folklore Society. For tickets or
information, call 209-456-0453
or 224-1144.

*May 13-16 — Gettysburg Blue-

grass Camporee at Granite Hill
Campground, 3340 Fairfield Rd.,
Gettysburg, PA. Featuring Del
McCoury Band, Lonesome River
Band, Ralph Stanley, Dry Branch
Fire Squad, The Lewis Familyand
many more. For information or
tickets, write to Granite Hill
Campground, 3340 Fairfield
Road, Gettysburg, PA 17325; or
phone 717-042-8749 or 800-642-

TENT.

*May 14 - 16 — Mariposa County
Gold Rush Bluegrass Festival,
Mariposa County Park, Hwy 495,
Mariposa, CA. Featuring: Laurie
Lewis, Lynn Morris, Witcher
Brothers, Bluegrass Patriots, Lost
Highway, Sidesaddle & Co., and
Brushy Peak. For information or
tickets, contact Mariposa County
Arts Council, P.O. Box 2134,
Mariposa, CA 95338; E-mail
<arts(@yosemite.net>>; or visit
their web site at <www.
mariposa.yosemite.net/arts >

*May 16 — Topanga Banjo and
Fiddle Contest at Paramount
Ranch, Cornell Rd., Agora Hills,
CA. For information, call 818-
382-4819.

*May 21-23 — Sacramento Area
CBA Campout at Yogi Bear’s
Beaver Creek Camp Ground at
14417 Bottle Rock Road, Cobb
Mountain California. They have
107 pull through sites for RVs,
and tenters have a wable, water,
electricity and a sink. We've re-
served a large area with a gazebo
in the center. Call 1-800-307
CAMP for reservations.

*May 21 - 23 — 5th Annual
Blurlington Weekend Blue-
grass Festival at the Des Moines
County  Fairgrounds in
Burlington, Iowa. Featuring:
Second Exit, the Ezells, the Blue
& Gray Pickers, Coffee Brothers
and Bluegrass Addiction. For
information or tickets, call 573-
853-4344.

*May 22 — Bryan Bowers Trio in
concert at the Fresno Art Mu-
seum, 2233 N. First St., Fresno,
CA. Sponsored by the Fresno
Folklore Society. For tickets or
information, call 209-456-0453
or 224-1144.

*May 22 — San Diego Folk Heri-
tage Festival, Children’s School,
La Jolla, CA. Bands, workshops,
jams, dance, storytelling, food
and fun. Sponsored by the San
Diego Folk Heritage. For infor-
mation, call 619-566-4040.

*May 22 — Monumental Fiddle
Contest at Homestead National
Monument of America in
Beatrice, Nebraska. Two divi-
sions of competition with cash
prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place.
A songwriting by Greenblatt and
Saey will be held at 10 a.m. For
information or contest registra-
tion, write to: Superintendent,
Homestead National Monument
of America, Route 3, Box 47,
Beatrice, NE 68310 or call 402-
223-3514.

*May 27-31 — Strawberry Spring
Music Festival, Camp Mather
(near Yosemite), California. Fea-
turing: Jerry Douglas Band fea-
turing Maura O’Connell & Tim
O’Brien, The Lonesome River
Band, The John Cowan Band,
Alison Brown Quartet, The Mollie
O’Brien Band, Dry Branch Fire
Squad, Chris Smither, The Hot
Club of Cowtown, The Gibson
Brothers, Riders in the Sky, Steve

Riley & The Mamou Playboys,
Jones & Leva, and Stacey Earle.
For information or tickets, con-
tact Strawberry Music, P.O. Box
565, Sonora, CA 95370; e-mail
<smfest@sonnet.com>; or
visit theirwebsite at <www.straw
berrymusic.com>. For credit
card orders, phone 209-533-
0191.

* May 28 - 30 — Western Colorado

Memorial Day Weekend Blue-
grass Music Festival at the
Adam’sMark Hotelin Grand Junc-
tion, CO. Featuring in concert
The Stanley Tradition Album
Band, Lonesome River Band, The
Ernic Thacker Band, Mountain
Heart, Lost Highway, Bluegrass
Patriots, Pam Gadd, Junior Sisk,
Steve Spurgin, The Grasshoppers
and Wing & a Prayer. Festival
offers indoorand outdoorstages,
and a large grassy park area for
jamming on the festival site, as
well as instrument contests, work-
shops, and kids on stage. For
room reservations, call GJ Adam’’s
Mark 1-800-360-4066 or Country
Inn at 1-800-990-1143. For tick-
ets or information, contact Dick
Pierle at 970-245-0836 or 1-888-
OLD-BLUE; write to: Old Blue
In., 715 8. 7Th St., Grand Junc-
tion, CO 81501; e-mail <old
blue(@gj.net>; or visit their
website at: <www.oldblue,
com>

May 29-31 — AcuTab 2nd An-
nual Banjo Seminar at the
Roanoke Airport Marriott Hotel
in Roanoke, VA. Instructors in-
clude Sonny Osborne, J.D.
Crowe, Bill Evans and Steve
Huber. Evening concert May 30
featuring the Osborne Brothers
and J.D. Crowe & the New South.,
More details, including curricu-
lum and registration information,
can be found on the web at:
<http://www.acutab. com/semi-
nar>. Oryoucanwriteto AcuTab
Publications, Inc., P.O. Box
21061, Roanoke, VA 24018-0108
or call 540-776-6822.

JUNE

* June 2-0—Steve Kaufman’s Man-

dolin Camp, Maryville, TN. For
information, call 1-800-FLATPIK.

¢June 3 - 5 — Graves Mountain

Festival of Music at Syria, Vir-
ginia. Featuring: J.D. Crowe and
the New South, James King Band,
Lynn Morris Band, Valerie Smith
and Liberty Pike, Lonesome River
Band, Ralph Stanley, Tony Rice,
Del McCoury, Ilird Tyme Out,
and many more. Forinformation
or tickets, call 540-923-4231 or
Mark Newton at 540-899-3870.

* June 3 - 5— 6th Annual The Best

ofMissouri Bluegrassat Lathrop
Antique Car and Tractor Park in
Lathrop, Missouri. Featuring:
Silver Cloud Tradition, Junction
22 Bluegrass, Karl Shiflett & Big
Country, and many more. For
information or tickets, contact
Neal and Mary Backeus, Blue-
grass Enterprises, 3209 S. Ten

Mile Dr.,P.0.Box 7170, Jefferson
City, MO 65102-7170; phone 573-
636-0530; or visit their web site
at: <www.bluegrassworld.com/
festival/lathrop>.

*June 4, 5 & 6 — Wild Iris Folk

Festival at the Mendocino
County  Fairgrounds in
Booneville, CA. Featuring: Tim
O'Brien, Salamander Crossing,
Joel Mabus, Katzenjammers,
Cronan, Spiral Bound, Cajun
Coyotes, Patrice Ka'ohi, a2 band
scarmble and open mikes. The
festival offers workshops, a craft
fair, children’s activities, open
mikes and jams and on-site camp-
ing facilities. For information,
contact Wild Iris Productions,
P.O. Box 262, Philo, CA 95466;
phone 707-895-3439.

*June 6-13 — Steve Kaufman'’s

Flatpicking Camp, Maryville,
TN. For information, call 1-800-
FLATPIK.

*June 4, 5 & 6 — 7th Annual Min-

nesota Homegrown Kickoff at
the Camp in the Woods Resort,
one hour north of Minneapolis,
Minnesota, A three day outdoor
music and camping festival with
shows by twenty regional per-
formers of traditional bluegrass,
old-time and related music. For
information, call 1-800-635-3037.

*June 17 - 20 — CBA’s 24th An-

nual Father’s Day Weekend
Bluegrass Festival at the Ne-
vada County Fairgrounds in Grass
Valley, CA. Partial line-up in-
cludes: Mac Wiseman, The
Osborne Brothers, Ilird Tyme
Out, Larry Sparks & the Lone-
some Ramblers, The Sand Moun-
tain Boys, Dave Evans and River
Bend, Mountain Heart, Country
Ham, The Crooked Jades, Spe-
cial Consensus, Northern Pacific,
Witcher Brothers, Within Tradi-
tion, Tim Graves and Cherokee,
5 For the Gospel, The Kathy
Kallick Band, Kids on Bluegrass
and the Thunderfoot Cloggers.
Advance discount tickets now on
sale through June 7, 1999. For
information, call 209-293-1559;
FAX 209-293-1220; e-mail:
cbawpn(@volcano.net; or write
to CBA Festival, P.O. Box 9,
Wilseyville, CA 95257. For fur-
therticketinformation, call David
Runge at 707-762-8735, orsee ad
in this issue. For handicapped
camping reservations, call Lolan
Ellis at 510-521-6778.

*June 17 - 20 — Telluride Blue-

grass in Telluride, CO. For in-
formation or tickets, contact
Planet Bluegrass, 500 Main St.,
Lyons, CO 80540; phone: 303-
449-6007; FAX 303-823-0849; e-
mail: planet(@ bluegrass.com.

* June 18, 19 & 20 — Huck Finn’s

Country & Bluegrass Jambo-
ree, Mojave Narrows Regional
Park, Victorville, CA. Fearuring:
Marty Swart, The Dillards, The
Osborne Brothers, Lost Highway,
Mountain Heart, the Freight Hop-
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Wingfield, Circuit Riders, and
more. Forinformation or tickets,
write to: Huck Finn Jubilee, P.O.
Box 56419, Riverside, CA92517,;
call 909-780-8810; or visit their
website at: <http://huckfin
.com>

*June 18 - 20 — Live Oak Music
Festival at Live Oak Camp, just
over San Marcos Pass, twenty
minutes west of Santa Barbara,
CA. For information or tickets,
callKCBX at805-781-3169 orvisit
their web site at: <www.kcbx.
org/liveoak >

*June22-26—12thAnnual Texas
State Bluegrass Festivalat Trade
Days Park in Canton, Texas. For
information or tickets, contact
Pat Conrad, 1004 Bonham St.,
Paris TX 75660; phone 903-785-
5394; FAX 903-739-2000; or e-
mail: < patc(@neto.com>.

e June 25, 26 & 27 — 17th Annual
Summer Solstice Folk Music,
Dance and Storytelling Festival
on the campus of Soka University
in Calabasas, California. For in-
formation or tickets, contact
Elaine or Clark Weissman at 818-
342-7664. Or e-mail: <ctms@
lafn.org.>

JULY

*July9, 10 & 11 — The Good Old
Fashioned Bluegrass Festival,
Bolado Park, Hollister, CA. Spon-
sored by the Santa Cruz Blue-
grass Society. Partial line-up in-
cludes: David Thom Band, Foggy
Mountain Jam, Highway, New
Birth Lake Ramblers, Sidesaddle
& Co. More bands to be added.
For information or tickets, con-
tact Penny Godlis, 540 N. Santa
Cruz Ave. #104, Los Gatos, CA
95030 or phone 408-353-1762.

® July 10 & 11 — 10th Annual Bit-
terroot Valley Bluegrass Festi-
val at the Ravalli County Fair-
grounds in Hamilton, Montana.
Featuring: Front Range, the Blue-
grass Patriots, Deep River, Mike
and Tari Conroy, the Mountain
Poodle Band, Long Overdue,
Deep River, Homestyle Bluegrass,
and The Fifth String. For infor-
mation or tickets, contact Mark
Dickerson at 406-363-4444; e-
mail: <mark(@ montananet.
com> or visit their web page at
www.montananet.com/blue-
grass/fest.htm >.

*July 14 - 17 — McCullough Park
Family Bluegrass Festival at
McCullough Park Campground,
5 miles North of Chillicothe, Mis-
souri on Hwy. 65. For informa-
tion or tickets, phone 660-646-
2795.

®July 14 - 18 — The 2nd Annual
Mid-West National Bluegrass
Festival at the Allen County Fair
Grounds, 2750 Harding Hwy. St.
Rt. 309 East near Lima, Ohio.
Featuring: John Hartford, the
MclLain Band, Ricky Skaggs, and
more. Fortickets orinformation,
call M.O.W. at 419-358-4868.

*July 15- 18 — 16th Annual Peace-
ful Vlaley Bluegrass Festival at
Peaceful Valley, HC-89 Box 56
Banker Road, Downsville, NY
13755. Forinformation, call 888-
413-0137 or 607-363-2211; FAX
607-363-2028 or visit their web
site at: <www,peaceful-valley
com>,

eJuly 16-18 — Darrington Blue-
grass Festival, Bluegrass
Grounds, Darrington, WA. Fea-
turing: Dave Evans and The River
Bend, Great Northern Planes,
Sawtooth Mountain Boys, and
many more. For tickets or infor-

mation, write: Bluegrass & Coun-
try Music Makers Association, PO
Box 519 Darrington, WA 98241;
or call 360-436-1006.

*July 16 - 18 — Southern Utah

Fiddle Championships And
Bluegrass Music Festival in
Kenab, Utah (85 miles East of St.
George). Featuring: contests in
fiddle, banjo, mandolin, guitar,
bluegrass band, and movie-star
look-alike. Entertainment by
Marty Warburton Band, Andy Rau
Band, Mike & Bertye Band and
Slickrock String Band. Limited
dry camping on site, nearby RV
parks, motels, transportation to
parksavailable. For information,
Call: 435-644-5330 or 800-551-
1714; e-mail: < frontier(@ xpress
web.com>; or visit their web
site at: <www.utahadventure
.com/fiddle/index.htm

*July 22 - 25 — Columbia Gorge

Bluegrass Festival at Skamania
County  Fairgrounds in
Stevenson, WA. Sponsored by
American Legion Post #137.
Early Bird tickets available
through May 1, 1999. For further
information and ticket order
form, contactJohn Skaar, 21 Fern
Hill Rd., Stevenson, WA 98648;
call 509-427-8928; or e-mail:
<skaargrs(@gorge.net>.

® July 30 - August 1 — 8th Annual

Wolf Mountain Bluegrass Festi-
val at the Nevada County Fair-
grounds in Grass Valley, Califor-
nia. Featuring: Vern and Ray
(Vern Williams and Ray Park, with
Herb Pedersen, Ed Neffand Steve
Pottier), Laurel Canyon Ramblers,
Sam Hill, Crane Canyon, Blade
Runners, High Country, Crooked
Jades, Lone Prairieand more. For
tickets or information, contact
Dave Bakerat408425-2270; write

to: PO Box 91 Sana Cruz, CA
95003; email: <DBaker(@Brio
gon.com > ; or visit the website:
< Briogon.com/wolf>

* July 30 - August 1 — 2nd Annual
High Country Superjam,
Murray Summet Campground,
Ely, Nevada. Sponsored by the
Southern Nevada Bluegrass Mu-
sic Society. For information call
775-235-7437; 775-289-4823 or
775-235-7424; or e-mail:
bilt(@idsely.com or
perijone (¢ netxpress.net.

* July31—Bowers Mansion Blue-
grass Festival at the Historic
Bowers Mansion between Carson
City and Reno, Nevada. Spon-
sored by the Northern Nevada
Bluegrass Association. For infor-
mation, call 775-594-6422.

AUGUST

* August 4- 7—Grant's 3 Ist Annual
Bluegrass and Old Time Music
Festival in Salt Creek Park, Hugo,
Oklahoma. For information or
tickets, contact Bill Grant, Rt. 2
Box 74 Bill Grant Road, Hugo,
OK 74743 or call 580-326-5598.

*August 6, 7 & 8 — 20th Annual
Minnesota Bluegrass and Old-
time Music Festival at the Camp
in the Woods Resort, one hour
NorthofMinneapolis, Minnesota.
For information, call 1-800-635-
3037.

* August 13- 15—Mount St. Helens
Bluegrass Festival at Toledo
HighSchoolin Toledo, WA. Food,
camping, workshops, open mic,
gospel show. For information,
call 360-690-4345.

* August 14-15—9th Annual White
Mountain Bluegrass Music Festi-
val, Pinetop-Lakeside, AZ. For
information, call 520-367-4290.

*August 16-19 — Oregon Late

Summer Bluegrass Festival at
the Hood River County Fair-
grounds in Hood River, Oregon.
For informaticn or tickets, con-
tact Dale Lawrence Productions
at1923 NE 134th Place, Portland,
OR 97230 or phone 503-408-
7692.

*August 18 - 21 — 27th Annual

Kahoka Festival of Bluegrass
Music at the Clark County Fair-
grounds in Kahoka, Missouri. .
For information or tickets, call
573-853-4344.

* August 23-27 — Bluegrass at the

Beach in New Halem, OR. A
week of intensive instruction,
good food, and beach camping.
Forinformation, contact Stephen
Ruffo at <ruffo(@olypus.net>
or phone 360-385-6836.

* August 20 - 28 — The Best of

Missouri Bluegrass at Lathrop
Antique Car and Tractor Park in
Lathrop, Missouri. For informa-
tion or tickets, contact Neal and
Mary Backeus, Bluegrass Enter-
prises, 3209 S. Ten Mile Dr., P.O.
Box 7170, Jefferson City, MO
65102-7170; phone 573-636-
0536; or visit their web site at:
<www.bluegrassworld.com/fes-
tival/lathrop>.

Dear Readers -- We ran out

of room this month.

Please look for the return of

* Bluegrass on the Internet

*Places to Find Acoustic
Musie

*Turn Your Radio On

* Upcoming events August +

*Where Can | 6o?

in the next issue.

CALIFORNIA BLUEGRASS ASSOCIATION LOGO MERCANDISE

Send in your order today for: *Baseball Caps *Bumper Stickers *Buttons *Coffee mugs *Drink Koozies
*CBA 20th Anniversary Recordings *CBA Golf Shirts, Henleys, T-shirts, Sweatshirts *CBA logo Jackets and

Windbreakers *Sports Bottles *Visors ...And Much, Much More...

__ Ball Cap - Black or Blue, Embroidered .....$15.00| __ Sports Bottle - Large/32-0Z. ..oo.ccovvsvvvsvver. $5.00
S Tl Cap - W .. oo oionobiiis $8.00| __  Swearshirt-S, M, L .coooorvicccecrerrccrreccce.. $20.00
__ Bumper Sticker (CBA) .........ccoocvuvcrnsriniiasens S0 I 1) T D o ¢ Ae— 7, || NAME
__ Button - Instrument related sayings..........$1.00| __  Tote Bag- SN o et POUD

Bill White T2pe ...........ccocovvoveevvimmiireancennnn $3.00 | Tote Bag - Large eenssssssessssssenessssesssssssssnens §10.00 | ADDRESS
S CBACAORBODE .- .o i 35001 = ThernptMup-20:08. ...cisiriiinsiias B 100
~ 20th Anniversary Recording of Father’s ~_ Thermal Mug - 34-0Z. ...ccooecvvcnniiannivrnsinnnnnn. $9.00 CITY

Day Festivals 1-19 __ T-Shirts - White S - XXXL st e 1 200

CD oo 89.00]  T-Shirts - Black, Green, Lt. Gray, M-XXXL $14.00
T CasSette TAPE .ocovroerersesserrrrsrennn $7.00 | VisOF - Yellow/Gold Terrycloth.................. $5.00 | STATE zp
" Coffee Mug: I Love Bluegrass.....................$5.00| __  Windbreaker - M, L&XL .cc..coovvvvvrvvrenrr. $35.00 :

T CBALOO DEQAl ..o 50¢ | Windbreaker - XXL oo $40.00 | PHONE
e glfgl:i:behlr ngi?l 320535 Sub Total Make.chepkspayable to The California Bluegrass Association,
S e Narum]orW}ute,L-XXL ‘20:00 s 3‘1 0 thrm:igh $10 gg :5 d 30 $3.00 and mail payment and order blank to:

Henley Shirt - BIk, Grn, Dk Gray, L'XXL ... $22.00 11.00 and up - add $5. o e '
= Baseball Jacket- M, L& XL ...o.......$40.00 | TOTAL C“h‘m‘:ﬁ‘mm“ggie“mﬂe
) ga'_s;kbaél(;l;c'kcl - XXL S;;% ENCLOSED § 18 Waterfront Court
- . Dr ZE oovvrssrvssimnerssinssissssssins i 92 Sacramento, CA 95831
o ¢ Lc:s:nher Tie - Black, Clip-on Asst. Beads ...$15.00 For further information, please call
I 5778 P T T ————— 916) 427-1214
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